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Fishing Gazette, February 13, 1886. 


BERDEENSHIRE, Trout Streams of, 


11, 184, 242, 272 

Aberystwith, Fishing near, 322 

Acton Piscatorial Society — Annual 
Dinner, 293 

Alexandra Fly, the: How to “ Work” it, 
234 

a ee Mr. Samuel, Notice and Portrait 
of, 27 

« Alice”? What is an, 45 

“Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale,” 
132 j 

Amateur Fly-tyers, a Suggestion for, 
17 

Amberley Excursions, the, 187, 153, 210 

America as a Field for English Sports- 
men, 56, 90 

American Weed in England, Death of 
Discoverer of, 5 

Angler, a Musical, 89; in Trouble, an, 
65 


0 
“An Angler’s Strange Experiences,” 
Notice of, 23 


‘An Old Thames Angler Interviewed. By 


Geo. M. Kelson, 49 

Anderson, Anderson, and Co,’s Waterproof 
Goods, 87 

Anglers’ Association and the 8.E. Rail- 
way, 4; First Annual Report of the, 
223 

Anglers’ Association for Ireland, an, 151, 
231, 291 

Anzlers’ Benevolent Society. By Dr. 
Peter Hood, 210; FISHING GAZETTE 
Fund in Aid of 171, 187, 219 

* Anglers’ Diary for 1885,” Notice of, 151 

Anglers’ Privileges on L.B. and S.C.R., 
111, 153, 173 

Anglers’ Privileges and the Birmingham 
Anglers, 262 

Angling Books, Sabin’s List of Second- 
hand, being a four-page advt. supple- 
ment to the “F. G.,” June 13, 1885 

‘ Angling Books,’ Paper read on “Some 
Old Angling Books,” by R. B. Marston, 
at Clapham Angling Society, 53, 57 

Angling: near London, 86; Notes and 
Queries, 65 ; Reminiscences, By R. B. 
Marston, 1; Rights on the Trent, &c., 
56, 73, 115 

Annan, Grayling in the, 264 

Ashton’s Metal Baits, 172 

Avon, the Devon, 64 

Avons, the, 8 

Ayrshire, Fishing in, 292 


AGOT, Mr, Alan, 171 
Bambridge’s : New Cast-damper Box, 
20 ; Buffer Knot Salmon Casts, 254 
Barbel: Curious Anecdote of, 175; at 
Marsh Lock, 304 
Basingstoke Canal, Angling in the, 172 
Bass, Rod-fishing for, 4, 285 
Berwick-on-Tweed, Notes from, 132, 153 
Bleak, a Large, 113, 125, 140 
Black Bass, Successful Acclimatisation of 
in Germany, 304 
Black Gnats, 234 
Blackpool, Fishing near, 89 
Bournemouth, Sea-fishing at, 174, 188 
Boyne, the, 275 
Bream-fishing in Winter, 90; Curious 
Incident Respecting, 185 
Bristol, Fishing Places near, 234 
Brooks, Dr., of Henley, 305 
Buckland, Frank, the Late, 278 
Buffer Knot, the, 265 
Bulmer’s: Gossamer Gut - lines, 254 ; 
_ Tackle-box for Casts, Flies, &c., 37 
Bushey Park, Fishing in, 312 
Bustard, the, 279 
Bustard-fishing and Patterns of Flies, 
275, 293 
Bustard- fishing, Description of. 


By 
“ Silver Grey,” 304 


ALLANDER Angling Club, 99 
Cam, the, and the Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, 266 
Jambridge and Hly Angling Association, 
196 . 
Jandle Fish, the, 163 
jarlisle Angling Association Annual 
Report, 77 
lisle’s (Major) Box for Eyed-flies, 231 
arp: Fishing. By Baron P, Tcherkasoff, 
Ng ; Catching a, 21 ; the Common, 34 ; in 


England, 38; a 25lb., 127; to Dis- 
tinguish Sex of, 163 ; Food of, 163,188 ; 
Culture in America, 127 ; inthe Thames, 
13, 29, 41, 63 

Cat Eating a Robin. 
Angler,” 261 

Ceriog River, Note on the, 41, 65, 90, 112, 
125 

Cherici’s North Country Trout Flies, 244 

Clapton Angling Society, Annual Dinner, 
317 

Club Reports: Every Week 

Clun, Using a Cleach Net in the, 145 

Cold Day’s Sport, a, 68 

Colne Trout, Fine, 231 

Colne, Some Notes about the. 
Peter Hood, 64 

Conference Respecting Thames Angling 
Rights, 195 

Coquet: Notes onthe. By J. J. Hardy, 
11 ; Fishing on the, at Weldon Bridge, 
162 : 

Cormorants Trained to Catch Trout, 165 

Corsica and Sardinia, Fishing in, By H. 
W. Seton Karr, 61, 136 

Country,a Day in the, 312 

Coventry, Trouting near, 29 

Crane, the, at Isleworth, preserved by Mr. 
Ellis, 291 

Crayfish, the, in Court, 231 

Cross-line Fishing in Ireland, 293, 312 

Crow, the, as a Poacher, 113 

“ Crush,” 4 

Cyclops, the, 163 


By the “ Amateur 


By Dr. 


ACE, Fly-fishing for, in the Waveney, 
312 

Dagenham Lake, Description of, 47, 86, 
123 

Darenth : the, 89, 107; Trout-fishing in 
the. By “ Light Cast,” 52 

Dawson’s Anglers’ Notebook, 231 

Dee: Aberdeenshire, 56; Pot-hunters on 
the, 220 ; Spring-fishing in the, 138 

Dee, Don, and Deveron, Opening of Fish- 
ing on the, $1 

Dee Fishery District (English), Alteration 
of Close Time, 80 

Delights of Angling, the. By G. Chris- 
topher Davies, 2, 16 

Derby, Fishing Places near, 180 

Derbyshire, a List of Killing Flies for. 
By W. H. Aldam, 233 

Deugh, the, 137 

Devon Minnow, Rowe’s Pattern, 137 

Devonshire Rivers, Notes from, 193 

Dinner to Thames River-Keepers on Jan. 
23, Account of, 50 

“Do Fish Chew the Cud?” 151 

Donkey, a Dead, 56 

Dorrington, Poaching at, 185 

Dove, Angling in the, 131, 140, 279 

Dressing Lines, Recipes for, 188 

Dry-Fly Fishing, Description of. 
B. Marston, 255 

Drying up of American Trout Streams, 
137 

“Dulcis” Patent Ventilating Hats, 314 

Dunbar’s Mohair Salmon Flies, 5 

Dupplin Fish Hatchery, the, 163 

Durham, a Note from, 208 

Dynamite Outrage at Windsor, 5 


By R. 


ies Anglian Handbook, the, 97 
Easter Holiday Railway Arrange- 
ments, 156 

Eden, Results of Trouting in the, 210 

Eden, Rules of the Carlisle Association on 
the, 85 

Edible Freshwater Fish, 112 

Edinburgh, Fishing near, 75 

Editorial Sanctum, the, 207 

Eels Travelling Overland, 52 

Eels and Heling in Scotland, 53, 61; Eels 
Gorged with Salmon Eggs, 85; Hel 
Tackle, W. J. Carter’s, 110 

Wels in Scotland, 113 

Eels and the Fence Months, 152 

Kel-Pond, a Big, 214 

Eels, Exposing, for Sale during Fence 
Months, 257 

Eel Traps, 312 

Enemies of Fish Life, 153 

Exe, Rules of the United Exe Association, 
233 : 

Exeter, Trout-fishing near, 139 

Eyed-Hooks, 13 
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Eyed Salmon Hooks. 
deley-Pennell, 3, 16 

Hyed-Hooks : the Angle of the Hye. 
H.S. Hall, 3 

Eyed-Hooks. By H.S. Hall, 186 

Eyed-Hooks, Mr. H. C. Pennell’s Method 
of Fastening to Gut (with illustration), 
150 

Hyed-Hook, Knot for, 164 

Eyed-Hooks, Turned-up or Turned-down. 
By H. C. Pennell (illustrated), 173, 186, 
226, 234, 265 

Hyed-Hooks, &. By Geo. Bankart, 207 

Eyed-Hooks : on Fastening Them to Gut, 
209 f 


By H. Cholmon- 
By 


ARLOW’S Fly. Protector, 164; ‘ De- 
sideratum ” Creel, 110 

Fence Months, the, 139, 153, 187 

Fennell : Death of Mr. Greville, 25 ; Por- 
trait and Memoir of. By R. B. 
Marston, 51, 61, 220, 264 

Fish-Curing cn Board Fishing Boats, 150 

Fish, Loss of Weight after Capture, 163 

Fish Culture at Chesterfield, 172 

Fish Enemies—the Freshwater Polype. 
70 

Fish, a Shower of, 137 

Fish Culture at King’s Lynn, 163 

Fish, Sizes and Weights of, 4 

Fisheries Rented by the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion, 266, 317 

FIsHING GAZETTE Fund in Aid of 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society, 171 

Flax-Waste for Keeping Worms, 17, 40, 
53, 63, 65, 124,187, 209 

Flies: How Many Fish will One Kill 
Before Becoming Useless? 186 

“Flood, Field, and Forest.” By George 
Rooper, 239 

Fly-Cast Protecting Book, Nutting’s, 185 

Fly-Fishers, a Club for (first notice of), 
25, 99 

Fly-Fishers’ Club, House Dinner of the, 
131, 196 

Fly-Fishers, Hints By 
“FR.C.S.,” 123 

Fly-Tying, a Good Artificial Light for, 
113 


to Young, 


Fly-Tying, the Philosophy of. By “Light 
Cast,” 255 

Fly-Tying Pliers, 39, 64 

Fly v. Worm for Salmon, 39, 53 

Folkestone, Fishing at, 292 

France, Salmon Rivers of. By Dr. Hamil- 
ton, 161, 183 

Francis Francis, 244, 275 

Freshwater Fisheries Act : 10, 64 ; Curious 
Decision under, 47 

Freshwater Polype, the, as a Fish Eater, 
70 

Frogs as Food, 230 


EEN, Mr. Philip, Portrait and Notice 
of, 277 

Gillatt, Death of Mr. George, 181 

Glen Almond, a Day’s Fishing in, 85 

Gloucestershire, Fishing in, 75 

Glue, a Splendid, 13 

Gold-Fish, How to Keep, 239 

Grayling : Protection Wanted for, in Wor- 
cestershire, 113; Caught with Jack 
Bait, 151; Gastronomical Value of, 
159; Caught in the Annan, 230 

Gresham Society, an Appeal to Members 
of the, 40 

Green Insect, the, 64 

Green-Tailed Golden Spinner, the, 37 

Gregory, Rey. J., Drowned in the Mon- 
now, 220 

Grey Mullet-fishing, 99, 107, 152, 207 

Gut Casting-Line, the Knotless (llus- 
trated), by Major Traherne, 100 

Gut, Stains for, 174 

Gut Lines, Fastenings for, 209 

Gut, to Preserve, 262 

Gut, Failure of the Spanish Crop for, 1885, 
265 


Guy, Alex., Drowning of Mr., 231 


Hae Description of, 262, 266, 293 
Haden’s (Mr. Seymour) mezzotint 
“The Salmon River,” 56 
Half-bred of the Yare, the, 4 
| Hall’s Eyed-Hooks, 262 


Hamilton, Dr., Recollectious of Fly-Fish- 
ing, 56 

Harofield Fishery, the, 150 

Hatching Ova from Dead Trout, 89 

Hawick, Angling near, 97 

“Heath's Fern Portfolio” (notice of), 
172 

Hermaphroditism in Fish, 115 


Heroic Fishing, 86 


Herring, the, 138 

Holborn Restaurant, the, 94 

Holland’s : May Flies, 264; Trout Flies, 
151, 235 

Hooks, ive-tempering, 208 

Hoole, ‘i'>stimonial to Mr. T., 140 

“ How to Avoid Being Drowned,” 315 

How Water Snakes Catch Fish, 110 

Howarth’s Ball-Bearing Nottingham 
Winch, 185 

Hungerford Fly-Fishing Club, Report 
for 1884, 138 

Hut Ponds, the, at Wisley, 113 

Huxley, Professor, 275 

Hybrid Fishes, 312 


J Bdge Fishing in, 17 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Major Traherne’s “Lang Syne” Salmon 
Fly, 16; Fly-Tying Pliers, 17; Mr. 
Samuel Allcock, 27; Usk Pattern 
Salmon Fly, 62; The “ Knee Cap,” 
88; Knotless Gut Casting-Line, 100 ; 
Eyed-Hooks, showing Mr, Pennell’s 
Method of Fastening to Gut, 150; 
The “Tippet Grub,” 172; Turned-up 
vy. Turned-down Hyed-Hooks, 173 ; 
Knot for Attaching Reel-Line to Trace, 
196; Turned-down Salmon Eyed- 
Hooks, 197; Fastenings for Gut Lines, 
209; The “Ajax,” 230; Portrait of 
Richard Routledge, of Carlisle, 245; 
“ Jock Scott,” 273; Portrait of Mr. P. 
Geen, 277; The “Butcher,” 287; The 
“ Popham,” 313 

“In a Suburban Garden.” By the 
“Amateur Angler,” 231 

Index to “F. G,’’ for 1884 in No. for Feb. 
7, 1885 

Inventions Exhibition, Aquarium at the, 
290 

International Inventions Exhibition, 207 

Irish Notes, 50, 131, 141, 156, 175, 193, 
215, 226, 239, 246, 260, 265, 267, 282, 
298, 307, 321 

“Trish Midsummer 
(notice of), 121 

Itchen : Opening of the Fishing on the, 
131; taking Gravel out of the, 210 


Night’s Dream” 


ENNY Spinner, the, 174 
Joint Fastening, 292 


ALE Valley Fisheries, 137 
Kelts or Fresh-Run Bull Trout, 
187, 210 
“ Kendle,” the, Mr. Basil Field’s Pattern, 
314 
Kennet Trout, Death of the Big, 239 
Kingeups, 235 
Kingsbury Reservoir, a Suggestion Re- 
specting, 41, 53 
Kingston, Perch Culture at, 247 
Kissingen, Trout-fishing at, 208 
“ Knedan Sneck” Fine Wire Hooks, 
163 
“ Knee Cap Salmon Fly, the Gllustrated), 
88 
Knot for Attaching Reel Line to Trace, 
196 
Kurile Islands, Enormous Numbers of 
Salmon at the, 315 


ANDING-Nets, 4 
Landing-Net Ring, Hodgson’s Fold- 

ing, 151 

Land-Locked Salmon and Trout for the 
Thames, 211, 312 

Landrail, Cry of the, 40 

Lea, a Complaint Against Owners of 
Fisheries on the, 153, 164 

Lea Fishery Bailiffs, Dinner to, 169 

Lea Subscription Fisheries, &c., 209 

Lea, State of the, 112, 266 

Lea, Successful Action Against Pollution 
of Tributaries of, 290 


iv 


Lea, Suggested Society for Stocking, 124 

Lea, Preservation of the, 140 

Lewis, Mr. Marcus H., and the 411b. Avon 
Salmon, 254 

Linlithgow Fish Hatchery, 150 

Lines, Recipes for Dressing, 152, 183 

Ling, a Flask Containing Spirits Found 
in Stomach of a, 164 

Little’s “ Annual and Fishing Directory ” 
for 1885, 229, 262 

Live-Bait Tin Creal, 53 

Liverpool, Fishing near, 40, 53, 110 

Liverpool Angling Association, the, 114 

Llansdell’s Russian Central Asia, 247 

Llangollen, Fishing at, 115 

Loch Awe, Trout-Fishing on, 208 

Loch Leven Trout, 38, 163 

Loch Leven Trout Ova for America, 40 

Loch Leven Trout Placed in the Loddon, 
195 

Loch Leven, List 
on, 194 

Loch Tay, 291 

London, Angling near, 8, 7, 113, 123 

London Parks, we. in the, 279 

London, Trout-fishing near, 63 

Lump Fish, a 301b., 20 

Lynn Angling Association, the, 25 


of Club Competitions 


ACKEREL,a Merry Morning Among 

M the, 289 

Mackrill’s, Mr. Alfred, Large Take of Fish 
at Walton, 304 

Macnee’s Pearl Glass, 322 

Macnee’s Articles on Trout-fishing, 2 

Maelog Lake, 208, 227, 234 

Maidenhead, Fishery Prosecution at, 10 

Malvern, Fishing near, 185 

Malloch’s New Casting Reel, 165, 174 

Manchester Cotton Twine Spinning Co.’s 
Lines, 207 

Manchester, Fishing near, 40, 
265 

Manchester Anglers’ Association, 275 

Marine Biologic1l Association, the, 230, 
291 

Margate, Freshwater Fishing near, 292 

“ Marston’s Fancy” Trout Fly, 185, 239 

Mason’s Meat Lozenges for Anglers, 171 

May Fly, the, 41 

May Flies, Early, 262 

Miller’s Thumb, the, 245 

Minnow, Voractity of a, 279 

Mirror Carp, the, 34 

Mirror Carp Scales, 11+, 153, 165, 187 

Moor-Geds—What are They? 293 

Motor, a New, 211 

Mullet-fishing (see also Grey Mullet- 
fishing), 114, 141, 152 

Mullet-fishing at Bournemouth, 174 

Mundella Act, the, 115 

“My Angling R2gister” (notice of), 151 


62 


90, 124, 


ING ee Fish Culture Association 
ie and Delaford Park, 13 
National Fish Culture Association, Pre- 
sent of Exgs to, from U.S. Fish Com- 
mission, 1+ 
National Fish Culture Association, 185 
National Society to Secure Legislation 
against River Pollution, the, 73 
Nadder and Wylye, Reminiscences of the, 
250, 266 
Needle-Eyed and Turnel-up Eyed-Hooks 
and a New Method of Knotting. By 
H.C. Pennell, 149 
New Zealand, Fishing in, 312 
Nine Miles of Trout and Gr ayling-fishing 
to Let, 37 
Newark, a Note from, 152 
Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries, 26 
“No Tim? for Out-Door Sport,” 115 
Norfolk, Pike-fishing in, 5 
Norman, Death of Dr. R. R. B., of Yar- 
mouth, 214 
Northbrook, Lord, 276 
_ North Country Trout Flies, Monthly 
Notes on, 263 
Notes and Queries, 213 


} INDEX TO THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
NEE 
Pike-fishing (T. R: Sachs, R. B. Marston | Salmon-angling in Nottingham Style, 3, 


and S. W. Searle), 85 
Pike-fishing, 97 
Pike, Touching 

Nature of, 99 
Pike, How to Cook, 114 
Pike, Large Take of, 115 
Pike—Do they “Pair-o!f” before Spawn- 

ing Time? 125 
Pike, Voracious, 138 
Pike, Extraordinary Eacounter Between, 

242 
Pike of 101b. Caught with a Jack of 4Ib., 

116 
Pike-Perch, the, 34 
Pixie Testimonial, the, 227, 231, 3)1, 312 
Piscatorial Society’s Ball, the, 38. 40 
Piscatorial Society—Alteration of Club 

Night, 90 
Piscatorial Society, Annual Dinner of the, 

111 


Proof of Affectionate 


Piscatorial Society — Distribution of 
Prizes, 127 
Poetry — “A Hundred and LHighty 


Pounder,” 138 

Poetry—* The Water-Ousel’s Song,” 194 

Poetry—* The Universal Angler,”’ 250 

Pollution of Rivers, 37 

Portsmouth Waltonian Annual Angling 
Dinner, 165 

Prawns, Preserved, 227 

Pulborough and Amberley Angling Ex- 
cursions, 89 


AILWAY Privileges, The South- 
Eastern, 17 

Railway Privileges. The Brighton and 
South Coast, 28 

Raven, Croak of the, 40 

Reading and District Angling Association 
Annual Dinner, 103 

Red Deer Fat for making Fly-lines Float, 
207 

“Red Spinner” in Ireland, 185 

Red Spinner and Jenny Spinner. By H. S. 
Hall, 174 

Reels, Steel, 187 

Richmond Piseatorial Society, Annual 
Report, 49 

Richmond Piszatorial 
Dinner, 74 

River Reports, Every week 

Rivcr Pollution, Report of Meeting at 
Mansion House, 109, 158 

Roach, A Dropsical, 75 

Roach Hooks, Harris’s Crystal, 110 

Roach, Fine Take of, 145 

Roach and Perch, Experiments in Breed- 
ing. 109 

Roach Fenced Too Soon, 152, 165 

Roach in August, 174 

Roach, Baits for, 209 

Rods, Steel, 187 

Rod- making, 206 

Rod-Joints, Simple Plan of Fastening To- 
gether, 207 

Rother Angling Club, 56 

Roorke. Death of Mr. John, 97 

Routledge, Richard, of Carlisle, Death of, 
220 

Routledge, R., a Reminiscence of, 234 

Routledge, R., Portrait and Memoir of, 245 

Royal Academy Exhibition, the, 254 


Society, Winter 


ACHS, Mr. Thomas Ransom, with 
Portrait, 33 

Salmo fontinalis No Good in English 
Rivers, 163 

Salmo fontixalis, 
185 

Salmon-Fly for Thick Water, 265 

Sumon Flies, a Suggestion, 11+ 

Salmon Flies on Eyed-Hooks, 174 

Salmon Flies, Twelve Popular, 75, 88, 89, 
112, 124 

Salmon Flies, ‘‘ Standard Patterns,” “The 
Butcher,” 287 

Salmon Flies, “ Standard Aso tae * Jock 
Scott” (illustrated). 273 


Rapid Growth of, 100, 


_| Salmon Flies, Dressings of the Catcher, 


DDS and Ends in Salmon - fishing, 
By Geo. M. Kelson, 25 
Ogden’s New Pattern of May Fly, 270 
Ogden’s “Multum in Parvo” Rod, 230 


“Old Strikehard’s” Big Knock. By 
“ Hackles Red,” 16 
Orkneys, Rod and Line in the, 110 
ANGBOURNE, Roach - fishing at, 


314 
Pearsall’s Gossamer Fly-Tying Silk, 231 
Pendu Light, the, for Fly-l'ying, 113 
Perch, Sex of, 29 39, 153, 164 
Perch Culture, 53, 65, 90, 230, 247 
Perch, Large, 210 
Perch, Spawning of, 113 
Pennell Spinning Flight, the, 41 
Pennell Fishing Knife, the, 153 
Pike-fishing in Norfolk, 5 
Pike Slaughter, 50 
Pike-fishing, Carious Incident in, 53 
Pike Tackle, 64 
Pike, Big, in Ireland, 63 


Model Grey Heron, The Dunt, The 
Peacock, The Dodger, The Red Wing, 
132 

Salmon Flies for Spring, Dee Aberde2n- 
shire, 131 

Salmon Flies, Description of. By G. M. 
Kelson. Major Traherne’s “ Lang Syne” 
(with illustration), 16 

Salmon Flies, On the Description of. By 
G. M. Kelson, 62 

Salmon Flies, Description of Usk Patterns, 
87 

Salmon Flies, On the Description of, 158 

Salmon Flies, Description of Usk Patterns, 
172 

Salmon Flies, Usk Patterns, Description 
of, 229 

Salmon Flies, Description of. By G. M. 
Kelson, 303 

Salmon Flies, Description of, 
ham,” 313 

Salmon, a 25lb. Trent, 266 

Salmon, Fly v. Worm for, 29 

Salmon-fishing, Odds and Ends in, By G. 
M. Kelson, 101, 205, 253 


“The Pop- 


16, 29 

Salmon, Fence Time for, 28 

Salmon Season, Hints for the Commence- 
ment of the. By Major J. P, Traherne, 
39 

Salmon-fishing in the Trent, 112, 152, 
174, 208 

Salmon, Possession of Unseasonable, 8 

Salmon—Are they Injurious to Trout 
Streams? 88 

Salmon Striking, 11 

Salmon Hooks, Eyed. By G. M. Kelson, 203 

Salmon Rivers of France. By Dr. Hamil- 
ton, 161, 183 

Salmon in September and October, 89, 
112, 124 

Salmon Landed by a Dog,8, 127 

Salmon, Will, take the Fly when Mist is 
on the Water? 292 

Salmon, ‘The First Salmon of the Season,” 
by “Light Cast,” 46 

Salmon-fishing, an Incident in, 39 

Salmon-poaching in the Luge, 87 

Salmon Cast, Williams’ Pennell Buffer 
Knot, 136 

Salmon in the River Idle, 91 

Salmon—Are they Injurious to Trout 
Rivers, 75 

Salmon on Spawning Beds, Heavy Fines 
for Disturbing, 115 

Salmon, a 991b. Oregon, 195 

Salmon Casts, Cummins’ Spliced, 110 

Salmon Hooks, Eyed, 16 

Salmon Rods, Split-Cane, 174 

Salmon Rods, English Split-Cane, 164 

Salmon Disease, 127 

Scotch Notes, 21, 48, 81,90, 106, 118, 145, 
156, 168, 175, 193, 202, 215, 223, 238, 247, 
261, 267, 283, 297, 311, 321 

Severn Fishery Board, 113 

Severn Board, Prosecution by the, 115 

Severn District and the Freshwater 
Fisheries. Act, 10 

Severn, Stocking the, at Shrewsbury, 136 
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SOME ANGLING REMINISCENCES.—IL. 
By R. B. MARSTON. 


THE WHITADDER AND THE EYE, BERWICKSHIRE. 


Dr. KNOX, in his interesting work, “ Fish and Fishing in the Lone 
Glens of Scotland,” published thirty years ago, says of Elmsford, or 
Ellemford, on the Whitadder, that “of all angling stations in 
Scotland, this is the first, the best, especially in autumn, 
when sea-trout and whitlings may be looked for in every deep 
running stream, or pool, or linn.” But there are at least thirty 
anglers at present where there was but one thirty years ago, and 
this lovely stream is now, like most trout streams, very hard fished. 

Since I fished it with two friends, eight or nine years ago, I am glad to hear 

that a club has been formed to preserve the fishing, and it is to be hoped 
something has been done to limit the wholesale slaughter of trout with worm, 
which took place whenever the water was coloured after rain. The Whitadder 
is such a good feeding stream, and has so many prolific tributaries, that it might 
easily be made to afford the finest fly-fishing of any water of the kind. 

It was about five o’clock one wet summer morning, when tired out with our 
nine hours’ journey from London, we found ourselves under the hospitable 
roof of Moor Cottage, a few miles from Grant’s House Station, on the North 

British Railway. The cottage was occupied, when we visited it, by Mr. John 
Hunter and his wife, who seemed to delight in taking anglers in and making 
‘them thoroughly comfortable. Mrs. John was a buxom lady, always smiling, 
and always talking the broadest Scotch—indeed, we Southrons could at first 
hardly understand a word she said ; but we soon found all her suggestions, 
whether we understood them or not, turned out to be so good that we always 
agreed to them. John was what is known in those parts as a small 
“proprietor ”—a very quiet, civil, pleasant man who was always delighted to 
‘come into our cosy sitting-room and discuss fishing, and farming, and things of 
interest in the locality. On these occasions he generally entered with an 
antique glass decanter of whiskey in one hand, and a jug of the coldest of clear 
spring water in the other. I do not know which he was more proud of, the 
whiskey or the water, which latter came from a celebrated spring in the neigh- 
‘bourhood, a water which John declared was “just the verra best in a’ the 
country ”’—indeed, he solemnly assured us that he sometimes took a draught of 
it “just pure as it is in the jug there!” 
~ John soon explained to us that we had almost unlimited scope for fishing in 
the neighbourhood ;—across the moor, and down the hillside to the north, and in 
‘twenty minutes we could be fishing the Eye ; or-across the moor and over the 
hillside to the south, and in half an hour we could reach the Whitadder. And 
in truth we always found it easy enough to get to the water—it was all 
-down-hill walking ; but toiling up those banks after a long day’s fishing was a 
-very different matter, and two of us came to the conclusion that the proper 
.place for angling quarters is not one with mile-long ascents to it in every 
direction. For my part, if Mr. Hunter still kept the Cottage I should, I think, 
-prefer it to any other quarters—there was always such a delicious breeze on the 
hill-top ; and whether it came laden with heather scent from the moorland, or 
with a sniff of salt in it from the ocean only six miles distant, it always seemed 
to me to be far more invigorating than the air in the valleys. 
_o How we used to enjoy starting off of a morning from the Cottage—three of 
“us abreast, equipped with waders, rods, creels, and landing nets. One drops 
behind for'a second, and the crack of a fusee is the signal for a general light up. 
What would the angler do without his pipe? A good cigar is very good, but 
eit has its ‘proper occasions ; your well-burned, sweet, old briar is the best 
smoking medium for an angling trip—it is always “in season.” 

How lovely Nature looks to a Londoner when, instead of rushing to catch his 
train for deartold grimy London, he saunters out of a morning on his way to the 
river side; one’s brogues get wet through with the dew from the rich grass ; 
‘great-drops glisten like diamonds on the hedgerow, or hang like pearls in the 
-eobwebs between the bracken. A yellow hammer, clinging to a swaying wild 
-rose-shoot,‘greets you with a few sweet notes, then drops behind the hedge, only 
‘to: reappear again afew rods ahead. The trees get stronger, and the brambles 

and ferns moré luxuriant as you gradually drop down into the valley, until at 
last through the tangled undergrowth of the wood a path leads you to the 
river, And what a river this Whitadder is! I have, I think, seen most of our 
-best.trout, streams ; but I know none which I like better than this, .It is the 
-beaw ideal ofa fly-fisher’s stream. . Our Southern trout streams have a distinct 
charm of their own : gliding quietly through the richest pastoral scenery, the 

seem to partake of the cautious, well-bred nature of their trout. You must fis 

them. quietly and leisurely ; in: fact, your: best chance lies ina single fly, cast 
like a snowflake and sént on its errand like a prayer—from a devotional 
attitude... Give. me the brawling hill-land river, with its rippling streams, 
broad shallows, noisy waterfalls, and.deep, dark pools, But here we are at Abbey 


St. Bathan’s}a quietlitile village mestling on the banks of the stream, We 
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have decided to fish down to Preston Mill, where a countryman’s cart is to meet 
us at dusk to convey us home. 

‘What flies are you going to put up?” says my friend Y., an old and 
enthusiastic angler, who spends three-parts of each year ona trout stream. 
“* Woodcock and hare’s lug,’ a ‘professor,’ and a ‘ yellow dun,’ and I will put 
on the same for friend W.,”’ I reply. W. was an entire novice at 
fly-fishing, and somehow or other we neyer could teach him-the knack of hitting 
trout. What friend Y. put on I do not know, but he had cast furtive glances 
over towards the cloud-capped peaks of the Lammermoor Hills as we came 
down, and I have no doubt he had settled in his mind that at least one of his 
flies should be his favourite Devonshire “blue upright ’—peacock quill body, 
with a blue dun hackle. The river above Abbey St. Bathan’s runs through 
comparatively open country ; but just below that place the hills on each side 
close in, the banks are thickly wooded, and until you get down well below 
Preston Mill, the view is confined to the ever-changing river and the steep hill- 
sides. And what lovely scenery it is! Here to the right rises Cockburn Law, a 
sort of sentinel watching over the valley. Among the thick, boggy undergrowth, 
where the river washes its -base, we found ferns in abundance. Friend Y. 
is an ardent fern lover, and was delighted to find both the oak and the beach- 
fern in profusion. On Cockburn Law is Edin’s Hall, an extremely interesting 
circular ruin with walls of immense thickness—the name is a supposed corrup- 
tion of Odin’s Hauld. Mr. Hunter told us that this was once a stronghold of 
Edwin, King of Northumbria, the founder of Edinburgh. 

The trout of the Whitadder run about three to the pound, and are very 
sportive fish, rising freely when in the humour and fighting well. There are so 
many very deep holes, above and below Hell’s Cauldron, which are 
inaccessible to poachers, that this river always holds a good number of heavy 
trout—handsome yellow-bellied fellows, who keep very close when the water is 
low and bright. When the light has been favourable I have seen a dozen trout 
in the tail of one of these pools, all over a pound, and some of 2b. and 3b. 
weight. They appear to live on very good terms with the bull trout ; the latter 
lie quietly in the order of their size, the largest first, and the trout bring up the 
rear. One gentleman who used to stay at Moor Cottage was very successful in 
these deep, rocky pools, and from what I could gather from Hunter's 
description of his fishing, I should say he used the drop minnow—called 
“ shade-fishing”” in Northumberland. You use a fine, stained gut trace, and the 
minnow, which has a lead in it, is dropped gently down over the sides and among 
the rocks head first, and then gently pulled up again, and the process repeated. 
The best way to fish these pools with the fly is to keep well down near the 
water, and cast first up under the side you are on and then under the opposite 
side, of course also always looking out for rising fish. 

For a mile or more below Abbey St. Bathan’s the water is, for the most part, 
easily wadeable. Some of the best streams are in the neighbourhood~of-the 
Retreat—in fact, almost every time I fished them I got ten or fifteen brace of 
trout ; but you rarely get one over $1b. On this particular day the fish would 
not rise, and so we made our way down to the copper mine, long since abandoned. 
The scenery at this point is really grand on a small scale—if the expression is 
allowable. The river has cut its way deep into the whinstone, which in some 
places confines it toa channel narrow enough to jump over ; but it would be a 
foolhardy jump, for there would be small chance for even the strongest 
swimmer oncein the embrace of the boiling whirlpool in Hell’s Cauldron, or other 
of these deep linns. Standing on the footbridge just above the Cauldron, we 
see immediately below on the left the dark entrance to the mine, high up on the 
rock, and overgrown with bushes. The remains of an old wire bridge used by the 
miners still hang across the river from the mine to the high rock on the opposite 
side ; many of the footboards are gone, and the remainder are tilted up at a 
dangerous angle, but enough remains to tempt venturesome tourists into proving 
it a pons asinorum, and the parish authorities would do well to remove it as they 
have long talked of doing. Below the rocky rising ground opposite the mine 
you come toa fine open pool, which you can fish from a spit of land which runs 
out into it. This isa favourite spot for worm-fishers when there is a spate. On 
one occasion we saw an angler take some very fine trout here in this way, as 
well as several eels, which he left to dry and die in the sun. Scotch 
anglers, as a rule, abhor eels. The water from this point all the way down to 
Preston Millis comparatively open, but I do not think it is so well stocked as 
the upper waters ; 1t gets a good deal fished by anglers from Dunse. Near the 
Mill the rocks crop up again, and the river runs over large, smooth slabs of red 
and yellow sandstone. Opposite the Mill the bare rock rises to a considerable 
height, almost vertically, and the rays of the setting sun threw its deep red into 
striking contrast with the green foliage which lined its summit, while the 
reflection on the river looked as real as the thing itself, Presently our cart came 
rumbling over the boulders ; but the fish were just beginning to rise, and I 
decided to stay till dusk and then walk home, in spite of the remonstrances of 
my friends, who prophesied I should break my neck over some precipice, or fall 
down an old mine shaft in the dark. 

I fished on quietly, and had got half a dozen trout, when I fell on a slippery 
stone and smashed my top joint in the middle. By the time I had taken off 
the broken piece, and arranged matters so that the line hung from a loose ring 
at the end of the broken bit, the light was fast going. You could not see far 
up or down stream. I put on a coachman as end fly, with a “ white tip,” or 
“ Heckham and Peckham,” above it, and had a cast or two in a shallow stream 
at the head of a long pool, which was full of rocks down the side I was fishing 
—the Mill side. Seeing what I thought was the rise of a small trout—+it 
hardly broke the surface—I covered it and got a rise directly. On striking I 
thought I must have caught on a stone ; but presently the supposed stone began 
to move about in a dignified manner, and for the next half hour I had. one of 
the most exciting bits of sport I ever had in my life. I was wading pretty 
deep when I struck the fish, and never having seen an inch of the water, even in 
daylight, before, I fully expected every minute to go in over my head off some 
ledge. The fish worked slowly down the pool, shaking his head every now and 
then. With my broken rod reduced in length to little over 8ft., he could’ do 
what he liked with me, especially as I-was in the dark as to which fly he had 
taken. Presently he made a terrific rush down stream, then turned, and coming 
up again, leapt a foot into the air just opposite where I stood. I could only 
see a white gleam, but the heavy splash told me it was at least a 3lb. trout. 
Then he went down again at full speed, leaping out of the water like a mad thing 
half a dozen times. But still-I felt the welcome strain, and his next move was 
to make for the shallower, rocky water directly below me. It isa miracle to me 
now how I managed to get the line over the obstructions, At last I got him 
into shallow water, and winding up carefully, got within a few yards of where 
he was. But that fish seemed endowed with. supernatural vigour, and after a — 
short rest shot out into the stream again, and I could tell by feeling the barrel 
of my winch that he was somewhere on the other side, ‘‘ Was the river fordable, 
and would it not probably run deep under the other bank?” were my thoughts 
as I splashedin to see. I thoughtI should never get across that wide stretch ; 
but somehow or. other, after several attempts in various directions, I found 
myself safe on the opposite bank, and the fish was still on. I put on all the 
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strain I dared, which was not much with a drawn gut line, and he slowly 
responded. I had only a little, light landing-net, which hung from my creel, 
with me, and in the dark I had the greatest difficulty to see which was his head 
or histail. At last Igot the net over his head and three-parts of him into it, 
and then lifted him out and ran a dozen yards back into the field behind and 
fell down on him from sheer exhaustion. Then I found that the gentleman 
who had led me this dance was a bull-trout of about 4lb. weight. On examining 
my cast, [found the coachman had been torn off on some rock on the bottom, and 
that the fish had taken the little “ white tip.” Ihave the fly now, stuck in the parch- 
ment of an old fly-book as a memento of the exciting bit of sport it was the 
means of giving me. After a rest and a pipe, I started to walk home, six miles 
orso ; luckily I fell in with a man who put me in the right road, one leading 
along the left bank to Hell’s Cauldron, from which point I knew my way. I 
ought to say I killed the fish just above a fine bridge—at least, it seemed to me 
to be a fine one when I crossed it in the dark after my scramble through the 
river, and J have never seen it since. It was twelve o’clock when I got home, 
much to the delight of my friends, whowhad been imagining all kinds of 
mishaps. Roads have doubtless been improved since Dr. Knox fished this 
delightful stream ; but if you miss your way, it is well to remember that 
“dangerous and terrible clefts in the elevated and hilly land intersect your 
road ” in all this district. I must reserve a description of the pretty little Eye 
stream for another occasion. 





THE DELIGHTS OF ANGLING.* 


(FROM “THE ANGLER’S SOUVENIR.” By P. FISHER.) 


VERY bright and pleasant are the pictures which cross the mental 
view of the angler in his hours of rest. The hard-worked lawyer, 
politician, or merchant may throw himself back in his easy-chair 
after dinner, and escape from the cares of his business to wander in 
green fields and by flowing streams. To him there appear pictures 
so yivid that he smiles to himself as he thinks of the deep impression made 
upon his mind by the beauty he saw in those bygone days of sport, and free, 
wild wanderings. One picture may arise a hundred times, but it is none the less 
vivid for that, and none the less welcome. He can live over again that gloomy, 
windy day by the mountain tarn, set amid the rugged rocks, when the trout 
rose so freely, and the weight of his creel was almost more than he could bear 
on his homeward journey. Again he rambles through the feathery meadow- 
sweet.and luxuriant grass, full of daisies and buttercups, by the side of a 
southern trout stream, and sends the May-fly to yon eddy where the big trout 
lies. Once more he sees the salmon surging up stream at the end of 70 yards 
of line and his frantic bound out of the brown water. Once again he lies in 
dreamy contentment by the side of a lilied pool, and watches his float slide 
away with the bite of a carp, or duck briskly with the dash of a perch. And 
his helpmate, if she be spirit of his spirit, as well as bone of his bone and flesh 
of his flesh, will rejoice to see the wrinkles on his forehead grow smoother, the 
lines about his mouth relax from their sternness, and quiver with the play of a 
smile ; and as his eyes close she will know that he has fallen asleep on a mossy 
bank in a woodland glade, and that the murmur of family talk is to him the 
pleasant sound of a rippling stream by which he has been wandering, and the 
glare of the gas is transformed into the flicker of the sunshine through the 
fluttering oak leaves, or the glitter and reflex from the intermingling wavelets. 
She is glad to see this, and she is not jealous of his love—that to him is second 
nature—for the angler’s life and the angler’s joys. She knows, too, cunning 
woman, that when he wakes from that refreshing dream and fancy, he will be 
amiably disposed to grant her her heart’s desire, whether it be a new bonnet, or 
to take the children to the pantomime. 

Those for whom we chiefly write will know this is no fancy picture, and they 
will know also that such reveries are refreshing alike to the mind and the body. 
Too often, alas ! the power of indulging in such reveries is wanting. The nerves 
are so keenly strung from the high pressure to which they have been subjected 
that they cannot relax and rest even for a moment, and the brain has been so 
busy that it cannot throw off the habit of work. In such a case, involuntary 
reverie and thought such as we have described are impossible, and then we who 
write—and many like us, we are glad to say—step in to the rescue, and present 
with friendly force to the rebellious brain the soothing medicine of a picture in 
words. This is our mission to bring back to jaded hearts the time when— 


“The glad spring green grows luminous 
With coming summer’s golden glow, 
And merry birds sing as they sang to us 
In far-off seasons long ago.” 


Then away to the Linn with us, and hey! for a merry day and a breath of the 
freshest air, and a ramble by the bonniest burnside in the North Country. There 
is the Linn, and at first sight there is not much tosee. A steep hillside, thickly 
covered with heather, stretching up to the wild moorland above, and broken 
into rocky ridges, is cleft by a deep ravine, which appears to be filled to over- 
flowing with trees and shrubs. From the foot of the ravine and out of the 
dense underwood a stream steals rapidly away like a fox from a covert when 
the hounds enter. This is the Linn. You had better put your rod together 
- outside, for there is not overmuch space inside, and it is often a difficult matter 
to put it together where the trees grow clese, and the top joint will catch in the 
branches. It may seem a strange kind of day that we have selected for an 
angling ramble. There are many fishers who would laugh us to scorn for 
sallying out witha rod this day, for it isa brilliant, blazing summer’s day, and 
the water in the burn is as clear as crystal. ‘No trout would look at a fly on 
such a day.” No, friend ; but they will look at a clean, red worm if it be handled 
as we mean to handle it. We intend to catch a fair quantity of trout, clear as 
the water is and cloudless the sky. Therefore, if you would learn a wrinkle, 
look at your tackle. 

Our rod is short and rather stiff, not made for throwing a fly, but excellently 





* The other evening we were sitting looking at the fire thinking out some matter 
which wanted answering in the GAZETTE, when the “halver of our sorrows and 
doubler of our joys” exclaimed, “Cannot I do some of that terrible writing for 
you?” We replied, “ There are some of the most charming bits of angling writing 
we know in ‘The Angler’s Souvenir’—bits which for years we have had in mind to 
copy for the benefit of our readers : it would be agreat help if you would copy them 
out.” We had no idea when we hit upon this particular bit of Chatto’s book that it 
contained such a pretty description of the right kind of wife for an angler, When it 
came to the new bonnet our amiable good lady expressed a decided opinion that 
“anglers were all alike.’—Messrs. F. Warne and Oo. publish an edition of “The 
Angler’s Souvenir,” edited by Mr. Christopher Davies, who has added some charming 
chapters of his own writing,—ED, 


adapted for pitching a worm into a far-away eddy between rocks and roots, and 
the very thing for holding a fish by the head without giving him an inch of 
line, in places—and there are many such in the Linn—where to give a fish line 
wouldbe to lose him. Atthe end of our line are 6ft. of fine gut, the last few 
links of gut so fine that it is no thicker than horsehair. The hook is of ex 
tremely fine and beautiful steel, and sharper than any needle. Were the water 
a little darker, we should use the Stewart tackle, which, as an “all-round” 
worm tackle, is better than any other. It is made of three small hooks, tied on 
the gut at intervals of }in., and facing opposite ways. ‘To bait this, each hook 
is passed right through the worm laterally, so that it hangs in loops between 
them. ‘The worm hangs in such a tempting way that the trout takes no notice 
whatever of the hooks, and with this tackle he is hooked at once, and there is 
no delusive nibbling. In all streams we consider this to be the best worm 
tackle, except when the water is so supernaturally bright and clear, as it is to- 
day. Now, our single hook of excessive fineness is the best. Our worms are 
small and of a clear red, betokening that they have been well scoured in moss. 

Now we enter the Linn, and ere we have gone a hundred yards its exceeding 
beauty grows upon us. To say that it is indescribable would imply that it is a 
folly to attempt to describe the Linn, that ‘‘the old place may bring the old 
time back” ; we will not say that it is indescribable, and we will select a pen 
made of the quill goose, shot in its upper portion, to aid us in our task. 

We have said the Linn was a deep ravine through which there flowed a 
brawling burn. At its entrance we passed into a larch wood, where the air was 
laden with a sweet resinous odour, and the light was mellowed by the “ tender 
living light,” the pure and perfect green, the delicate shining emerald of the 
fresh larch foliage. In the early spring every one of these larches hangs out a 
brave show of buds of the palest, lightest green, just like the spray of a 
fountain, so ethereal do they look quivering iu the sunlight ; but now the green 
is fuller and deeper, but yet none the less bright and fresh. Under foot there 
is little vegetation, but the foot sinks deep in a brown coating of fir needles. 
Down on the left the brook brawls and sparkles, sending quivering shafts of 
light up to us from its myriad reflecting surfaces. A green woodpecker stiffens 
its tail against the bark of a tree, and taps violently and resoundingly against 
the wood ; and then we can see the long, narrow tongue shooting out and in, 
picking off the insects disturbed by his “tapping at the door.” 

Out of the larch wood we reach the wilder part of the ravine. A rude path 
leads by the stream, and crosses it every now and then by means of a rude and 
picturesque wooden bridge. On the other side the rocks rise in craggy ledges, 
cracked and seamed and furrowed, as if Nature had done her utmost to rive the 
hill asunder in some fierce throe of agony. Dwarf oaks grow wherever there is 
a crevice large enough to hold their roots ; the rowan trees strew their foliage 
of airiest lightness, and here and there the “lady of the forest,” the “ silver 
birk” rears its graceful form—its white and shining stem a fair contrast to the 
rugged rocks, and its drooping tresses to the sturdy oaks. The underwood is 
thick and luxuriant ; tall brackens rise boldly up through interlacing brambles, 
andjbetween the path and the burn is a fringe of hazels, into which a squirrel 
has unwisely retreated, and in his haste to escape from us executes wonderful 
feats among the too pliant branches. The bed of the brook is wide, as becomes 
a mountain brook which, after heavy rain, is a raging torrent ; but at present 
the water twists and turns around boulders of every size, and every hundred 
paces pours down in silvery cataracts over high ledges of rocks into deep, 
bubbling pools below. These rocks and boulders are piled and strewn in the 
wildest confusion. Every now and then the stream disappears, to reappear 
welling from beneath some cavernous rock. Here the brook is divided into a 
score of channels—like black snakes writhing in shining folds ; and there it 
gathers in a deep frothing pool underneath a forest of broad, cool, harts-tongue 
ferns, and washes the long, brown moss lazily up the slippery rock. 

We select a pool to commence with, and, lying down on a slab of rock, we 
peer into it. Half a dozen trout are visible in the clear water, with their heads 
up stream, and they are as yet unsuspicious of our presence. With a twitch of 
the wrist we jerk our worm against the upper rock, and it falls naturally on to 
the fringe of moss, and is washed off into deep water by the ripple. There! 
we have hooked a trout ; he went at it furiously, and now he is in our basket. 
The rest have disappeared under the stones, and we pass on to the next pool. 
There! that is the way to catch them. Keep well out of sight ; throw in at 
the top of the pool, and let the worm float downward ; and that it may float the 
more naturally, you should have no shoton your line; and the hotterand 
brighter the weather is the more trout you will catch, unless rain should be im- 
minent, when your chance of sport will be very small indeed. You will only 
catch one in each pool ; crouch on your hands and knees behind that boulder, 
and cast at a venture into the still, deep water above, not allowing so much as the 
point of your rod to appear above it, for the trout seem floating in air, so clear 
is the stream. Is not every yard of ground a perfect study ? Look at that 
large, sloping rock above you, On it grow the greenest mosses, glossy harts- 
tongue ferns, the black maidenhair spleenwort, and the graceful green spleen- 
wort. Its broad surface is stained with many shades of grey, brown, and green ; 
and just at its foot a clump of forget-me-nots laughs at us with its blue eyes. 
At the summit a monster lady-fern waves its handsome fronds in the light 
summer breeze, while down one side of it the water slides in a black current, 
broken into silver by opposing points of rock ; and at the foot of the waterfall, 
on a projecting spur, sits a white-breasted water-ouzel, flipping its tail, and 
singing its robin-like song. 

To-day we havejlittle difficulty in picking up a trout from each likely pool, 
and so we scramble on over the uneven ground, getting used to the murmur of 
the water, so that it becomes a silence in which we can hear the hum of that 
cloud of gnats, golden in the sunlight which quivers above us. 

And now the ravine grows narrower, and its sides higher and more 
precipitous. The brambles and the thorns are fewer, but the ferns are doubly 
luxuriant. Every crest and coign of vantage is crowded with lady-ferns, and 
some on the edge of the rock, which, from some cause or other, have met with a 
premature death, hang over in clustered tresses of golden brown. The shield- 
fern vies with the lady-ferns in luxuriance, but not in beauty, and the common 
bracken now gives place to his nobler congeners. Then, with a sudden 
transition from the wildness and the tropical luxuriance of the ferns, we come 
upon a meadowy interspace, margined with oaks, and flecked with sunshine and 
shadow, sleeping quietly in a sunny haze and silence. Across this there runs a 
tiny tributary stream, scarce 6in. wide in parts, but every few yards falling over 
a stone into a little pool—a pool not much larger and deeper than a good-sized 
saucepan. Yet, watch. We drop our worm on the top of a puny waterfall, 
and it is carried souse into the pool below; a troutlet darts at it from under 
the bank, and is hooked. Each pool seems to hold just one trout, about 6in. 
long, and if one is caught its place is supplied a day or two afterwards. In the 
space of twenty yards we catch four small trout in this manner, and each in its 
own little pool where hitherto he was monarch of all he surveyed. 

Beyond the glade the ravine becomes still narrower ; the rocks become barer, 
but are painted with stripes of brilliant green, where runlets of water trickle 
over cushiony moss. ‘The waterfalls increase in height and grandeur, and the 
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water is always white with foam and sparkling with air-bells, each of which seems 
to hold captive a bit of sunbeam. We become sensible of a louder roar, and then 
we come to the end of the Linn, and its crowning beauty bursts upon us. Far 
above our heads tower the overhanging rocks, the foliage of the trees on either 
side intermingling in the middle. From a-height of 50ft. the burn flings 
itself over the rock in a splendid cascade, and plunges witha sullen roar into the 
boiling cauldron beneath. From thence it slips away between two huge fern- 
crowned boulders, to be again hurled over a smaller fall, over which a slender 
plank and handrail serve as a bridge. Seated on a rude seat, we watch the 
foaming water, and seem to lose our individuality in its overpowering ego sum. 

Hark! What is that bell-like note which has sounded more than once down 
the stream? It is like the cry of an otter-hound. Ah, there is no mistake 
about that splendid crash of music. It is a pack of hounds hunting an otter, 
and every hound is joining in the mellow chorus, which is answered in sharp and 
quick excitement by the rocks around. A dark object bounds over that rock 
into the pool above. It is the otter, and a fine fellow he is. With sinewy and 
cat-like steps it advances towards us, and, seeing us, stands irresolute for a 
moment, glaring savagely. Hunted to death! Poor beast! We cannot help 
feeling some pity for it. There can be no escape now. A sheer wall of rock 
before, and a baying pack behind. Now the hounds and men appear on the 
scene, toiling and panting. The otter plunges boldly into the pool below the 
great fall. The downpour of water catches it and whirls it over and over, 
driving it pitilessly from its last hope—that dark hole in the rock behind the 
fall. As it rises exhausted on the verge of the pool the hounds are upon it, 
and, after a short, brave struggle for life, the otter is killed and the hunt is 
over. The echoing shouts of the men and the belling of the hounds die away 
from the crags, and the silence of death hangs over the beautiful Linn. 

We loiter slowly homewards, enjoying the pleasant time, and knowing that, 
although our ramble is ended, “the tender grace of a day that is dead” will 
abide with us while life lasts. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


EYED SALMON HOOKS, 


Srr,—Your correspondent, Mr. George Bankart, writes you, I see, a long letter to 
explain why he disagrees with everything I suggested in my letter of the 20th 
December on the above subject. 

Putting aside the extraneous matters which he introduces, and as to which, so 
far as Iam aware, everybody is agreed, Mr. Bankart does me the honour of differing 
from me in toto on the critical point to which my letter was addressed—viz., the 
angle at which the steel eye of the salmon hook (when turned-up eyes are used) is 
to be “pitched,” and gives as his reason for doing so a number of complicated 
experiments with lead wire, string loops, and so forth, tried, he says, in 1878, and 
which “ought to be conclusive to anyone’s mind who will take the trouble” to wade 
through them. 

Mr. Bankart also recurs to a similar series which he explained in a previous letter 
in order to prove me (unfortunate me !) equally wrong in regard to the observations 
het offered on the subject of needle-eyed as compared with turned-up eyed trout 

ooks. 

In reading these very funny experiments of Mr. Bankart’s, in which lead wire is 
substituted for steel loops, and reel-line does duty for salmon gut! I am reminded 
of the old story of the man who heard the bells ring whichever way his own wishes 
inclined. Can it by any possibility have occurred to the minds of the irreverent 
that Mr, Bankart’s experiments, if anybody “took the trouble,” as he expresses it, 
of trying them, might furnish a not inapt illustration of this particular form of 
self-deception? The question at issue really requires no such elaborate arguments 
or complicated mechanical demonstration on one side or the other. If you take a 
salmon hook with an eye turned up at an angle of about “12 degrees,” as advocated 
by Mr. Bankart, and attach a strand of stout salmon gut in the manner which I 
have recommended, and which he also approves of, it will be found that the hook- 
shank will make an obtuse angle with the gut. If, on the contrary, the gut is attached 
to a hook with an eye turned up “nearly, but not quite, to a right angle,” as I 
advise, it will be found that the hook-shank stands out as nearly as possible 
horizontally—which is the result everybody admits ought to be aimed at. 

Now really this proposition is so plain and so easy of decision, being a mechanical 
fact, which neither “dinner tables” nor “river banks” can affect in the very 
smallest degree, that I fail to perceive the necessity of half a column of your valuable 
space to establish or refute it. 

But Mr. Bankart appears to be morbidly sensitive as to any suggestion on the 
subject of Eyed-hooks, or Turned up hooks, or the manner of ‘knotting them, eman- 
ating from anybody but himself, and to be under the impression that he has as it 
were a sort of prescriptive right to, or monopoly of these subjects. Such claims, 
however, are, so far as Iam aware, purely imaginary. Hyed hooks of various kinds, 
both for salmon and trout, were invented at least a quarter of a century ago, and 
some of them were patented by Messrs. Warner and Co., of Redditch, both in England 
and France, on the 9th Feb., 1866. Does Mr. Bankart claim to have made public any 
investigations experiments or inventions whatsoever on the subject of hooks prior 
to this date ? 

Again as regards the Knots which I described in my letter—and of which it would 
appear your insatiable correspondent is also endeayouring to claim the parentage, as 
that on which he “founded” his “ experiments ”—it is, as you truly point out in 
your note, “as old as the hills.” I described it myself in a book 14 years ago, and 
it was taught me long before that by some other fly-fisher—I rather think Dr. 
William Peard..... But J, at least, neither made, nor make, the faintest shadow of 
claim to its invention. Itis, in fact, and has been, ‘“ within the memory of man” 
probably, the common property of all salmon fishers. 

Further, Mr. Bankart makes a point of the “shape of my hooks as illustrated ” 
not being correct, when, in the very letter in which the illustration appeared I ex- 
pressly stated that owing to an error on the part of the engraver, the shape of the 
hook was incorrect! .... . 

And now, Sir, having devoted more space to the disposal of Mr. Bankart’s argu- 
ments and claims than I fear your readers may think they deserve, let me venture to 
suggest to him that the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE care much less about the 
exact apportionment of credit which may (or may not be) due for any particular in- 
vention than for the intrinsic merit or usefulness to the angling world of the thing 
invented ; and that Mr. Bankart will be ill-advised_to attempt on every occasion a 
repetition of the late somewhat wearisome controversy between himself and Mr. H.S. 
Hall, to whose successful exertions we are all so much indebted. 

If every writer desiring to address you in the general interest of sport is forthwith 
to draw down upon himself the judgment of a controversy with your irrepressible 
correspondent—like a dog with a tin kettle at his tail—Mr. Bankart may soon find 
himself in the possession, so often professed to be coveted, of “a fair field, and no 

Savour.”—I am, &e., 


Dec, 27, H, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





EYED-HOOKS : THE ANGLE OF THE EYE, 


S1Rz,—In discussing this question Mr. Bankart alludes to me,and speaks of “ our 
past six years’ experience” as “strongly opposed to the dictum of Mr, Pennell.” 


Further on he expresses a hope that the new eyed-hooks “ will be found to follow 
the general design.” This last clause is not quite clear in its meaning ; but certainly 
the whole letter seems likely to leave a wrong impression on the mind of the reader. 
I have never been in agreement with Mr. Bankart on this question. I dissent now, 
as I have always done, most strongly from his views, and I sincerely hope nothing 
will induce any makers (so long as they work to my patterns) to adopt the angle 
Mr. Bankart suggests. Iam not going to enter into a discussion of the pros and 
cons. That has been done again and again verbally with many friends. All I have 
to say is this : I would rather have the eye turned up too much than too little, and 
so far from “a pitch of 30deg. or 35deg.” spoiling the hooks, I go further and recom- 
mend an angle of 45deg. as hitting the happy mean better than anything else. I 
well remember Mr. Bankart’s experiment with the lead wire six years ago; but it 
did not convince me then, nor does it now.—I am, &e., H. S. HALL. 


SALMON ANGLING IN THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


S1r,—I have often thought that it is impossible for fishermen to feel and think 
alike upon the various subjects connected with their art; but I was always under the 
impression that there was less room for difference of opinion, and for difference of 
Beroee in procedure with what is termed Nottingham tackle than with all 
other, 

However, judging from your correspondent’s friendly criticism last week, it 
would appear that I have been labouring under a delusion; but I am not quite 
sure whether their letters ought not to strengthen my opinions and observations. 
Let us see. “A. W.” says that the Nottingham fisherman holds his float back, has 
no slack line, and strikes as soon as the float disappears. 

I have found *‘ times out of number,” that by checking the float you scare the 
fish ; this applies to barbel and chub as well as to salmon, in most rivers. But in 
fishing for the two former the ‘‘runs” or “swims” are rarely more than 50 yards, 
while in many salmon reaches the distance you must “ travel” is three or four times 
that much, or you cannot fish them at all. 

So long as the skilful angler for barbel, chub, &c., can see what he is about, he 
need never disturb his float in keeping a fairly straight line. I quite agree with 
“ A, W.” that it is neater, and I go further and say that it is necessary sometimes, 
because it is better to hit coarse fish the moment the float is missing, especially 
roach, 

But in long, swirly salmon reaches, the line is soon out of sight, and it is abso- 
lutely impossible in places to keep it anything like tight without interfering with 
the float. 

Now, is slack line of any practical use while salmon fishing? In one respect, 
yes ; but this is an exact opposite opinion to “A. W.,” for as regards striking, if 
your correspondent is right with all coarse fish, pardon me for suggesting that if he 
strikes salmon the moment the float disappears, fishing with either worm or prawn, 
he will miss a coasiderable proportion of the fish that he would otherwise have a 
chance of landing if he gave them a little time first. Then by the factof having to 
reel up the slack beforehand, as I described, time mwst be given, hence the ad- 
vantage. 

This, sir, is not a question of getting the better of an argument; if it were—as the 
saying goes—“ Trent Otter” would be “the making of me,’ for in his amusing 
contribution he candidly admits their rods are light barbel and chub Nottingham 
rods ; and so they are. Indeed, it is because they are that, I say they will not do 
for salmon ; of course, I mean will not do well. 

I do not assert for one moment that if that skilful angler, “ Old Kitty,” had at- 
tached his line to the end of a half butt from a billiard saloon he would have lost 
his fish, especially if he had one of Slater’s reels at the other end. But we are not 
all “ Old Kitties” or ‘“ Ye Perfect Baileys.” 

Now for the next paragraph ; and here I must submit that your well-known and 
respected correspondent gets the better of me. ‘He has seen a salmon killed on 
roach tackle, and had a cutlet besides.” 

I never have. I have only heard of a salmon being killed with such implements ; 
but I have also heard that a good Thames roach rod is just as applicable for this fun 
on a salmon river as the ordinary “‘ Nottingham rod.” 

I do not in any way intend to convey an idea—neither did I in my illustrated 
article—that I allude to rods made at Nottingham. And I purposely avoided de- 
scribing then, as now, what I consider, and what I have for years found, more 
suitable than the so-called Nottingham rods, because no words could convey my idea 
with a certainty of avoiding confusion, inasmuch as Mr. A. might make this, and 
say he followed my directions ; while Mr. B. might do likewise in his estimation, 
and their two rods vary considerably in action, and neither represent what I mean. 

But it is the action of the rod which is my stronghold. It is absolutely impossible, 
I maintain, to get the same power from bamboo or hickory as from greenheart. 

Is greenheart heavier than hickory? Certainly, in the scales; but it can be so 
modelled to be more “in proportion to the rest of the tackle,” with 
double the power, to say nothing of considerably reducing the danger of breaking 
the light gear, whilst it is little or no heavier in the hands when in use. 

I am under the impression the action of the rod has a good deal to do with killing 
one’s fish. I am inclined to think most anglers are agreed upon this point, and I 
firmly believe that greenheart can be shaped so as to tell its tale with fine Notting- 
ham tackle applied to 14ft. rods, in the same manner as it does in the 18ft. with 
No. 30 lines. 

I hope the way I am putting these little matters to you will not be misconstrued. 
My object is to thoroughly explain to your readers what by experience I have always 
found to answer best, and why. 

My own immediate friends may hold the same opinions as myself, so there is 
nothing like being well criticised by gentlemen from other districts. 

But still, in what, may I ask, “am I clearly at fault”? Do I put on the worm 
wrong end first? DidI not give sufficient reason why pipe-leads were not better 
than split shot in salmon rivers? Am I wrong in fishing deep with a worm, and in 
mid-stream with a prawn? Are the 12ft. light chub rods really better for salmon 
than 14ft. of greenheart? Which, I say, can be so constructed that the action is 
distinctly visible down to the sharp shoulder just above the reel when a hundred and 
fifty yards of line are out—or even were the supposed fish to be two hundred and 
fifty yards away? What is it? 

Pray, Mr. Editor, use your powerful influence to let us. know before the season 
commences. I never heard of so many salmon being caught in the spring with this 
tackle as last year, and everywhere I visited, then, as before, have the little Notting- 
ham barbel and chub rods been discarded. 

I happen to have had a very long experience with this tackle, more so for salmon 
than any other fishing, although I spent fifteen or sixteen pleasant years of my life 
on the banks of the Thames, where I inyariably used it. The Nottingham style for 
all coarse fish is quite a drawing-room entertainment in comparison to the skill re- 
quired with the 14ft. greenheart, which, to my mind, answers best upon a salmon 
river, though some of us use them longer. 

Of course, there are many places where even the little miniature Nottingham rods 
could not be used conveniently, even if they were only 10ft. in length, and there is 
no question that salmon can be captured with them, though I doubt if any salmon 
angler who makes Nottingham fishing with prawns or wormsa regular business will 
ever be persuaded to use them. 

The illustration and the paticulars confined to the limits of a GAZETTE article 
under discussion, which I gave, referred entirely to salmon, and not to barbel, chub, 
and Trent or Thames “ travelling,” and Iam startled—or should I say, delighted ?—at 
the announcement, and naturally anxious to know where I am wrong in my cur- 
tailed treatment of the whole system. 

Be that as it may, I have every hope that my readers are by this time quite aware 
how open I am to conviction ; and I can but add that I await ‘ Trent Otter’s” promised 
article with that impatience which every true lover of the rod must have for solid 
knowledge and sound practical experience, 
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Ifthe “Trent Otter,’ or some other Trent angler can convince me of the 
“error of my ways,” I shall be only too glad if you will allow me to acknowledge 
myself wrong through the medium of your valuable columns.—I am, &ce., 

GxO. M. KEuson, 


THE HALF-BRED OF THE YARE. 


S1r,—In answer to ‘“ Mark Antony’s ” question with regard to the above, which I 
will take the liberty to call ‘ Pomeranian bream,” I cannot do better than quote 
Dr. Gtinther, who says it is “a roach-like modification of the bream, or a bream-like 
modification of the roach. It differs from the white bream or breamflat (Abramis 
blicea) in having a less compressed body, whilst the anal fin is much less extended 
and has only 18 or 19 rays, whereas the bream has 28 or 30 rays; the long, scaleless, 
compressed ridge at the fore part of the back, so characteristic of the true Abramis 
ig absent, the dorsal fin is different, it does not diminish sharply from the anterior ex- 
tremity to the posterior basal portion ; the caudal fin varies very much in shape 
between that of a roach or bream. 

With regard to the throat teeth, this hybrid presents a combination, such as one 
would expect to find in a fish intermediate between a roach and a bream ; whilst in 
the common or carp bream (4Abramis brama) the teeth are arranged in asingle series 
of five on each bone ; and in the white or breamflat there are two rows or series of 
five teeth in one and two in the other ; thus, any doubt in respect of species in the 
younger specimen of the two last named can easily be cleared up. 

In my humble opinion, the modifications in conformation presented in various 
specimens of the so-called Pomeranian bream are accounted for by the fact that the 
ova of the bream was milted by the roach in some instances, whilst in others the 
ova of the roach was milted by the bream. 

I should like to know “Mark Antony’s” idea as to this theory? Wishing hima 
very happy and prosperous New Year,—l am, Xc., RosBert MO.Lu, 

Thorpe Hamlet, Norwich, Dec, 31, 1884. 


A QUERY FOR OUR EAST ANGLIAN READERS. 


Srr,—Can any of your East Anglian readers kindly inform me if there is any 
fishing to be had in that part of the Waveney that branches off near the Waveney 
Chemical Works (Pashley’s) and the Cut, leading on past St. Olave’s Bridge and the 
Bell Inn? If so, of what kind is the fishing—roach, bream, perch, or pike ?— 
Iam, &c., C. CHASE, 





WHEATLEY’S “GREEN INSECT” AND EYED-HOOKS. 


Sr1r,—In your issue of 13th September last, p. 140, you trace the “ eyed-hook ” to 
the late Mr. Hewett Wheatley. May it not be possible that the name of the famous 
“green insect” originated from the same source, although applied apparently to 
another fly ? ; 

In “ Rod and Line,” by Mr. Wheatley, p. 102, I find the following with reference 
to a variation of two flies previously named. The “italics” are mine :— 

“ The fly with a green body (a variation in Nos. 7 and 8) must be made with the 
body short and thick, and the hackle not twisted more than twice round. With 
this I have repeatedly had great sport, and the first time I observed it was in the 
throat of atrout. There isa very small green insect of the grasshopper kind, with 
minute speckled legs, sufficiently abundant in the hot weather, and for this it is 
taken. I can very strongly recommend it.” 

The following are the dressings of Nos. 7 and 8 named above, of which this 
“ereen insect” is a variation :— 

No, 7.—Body, orange floss silk ; hackle, small speckled brown partridge, wrapped 
only three times round at most. Hook No. 13. 

No. 8.—Body, yellow floss silk ; hackle, same as last. Hook No, 13. 

Perhaps some of your readers would like to try this “ green insect” next season. 
—I am, ke., ees ese 

December 29th, 1884. 

[We are obliged to “ F. 8, K.” for this interesting note and suggestion.—BEp. | 


VARNISH FOR FLY-HEADS. 


S1r,—You have asked in your last number if I have tried Mr. Lord’s method for 
varnish for fly-heads, &e. I have tried many solvents for many substances, and the 
result is that I like the varnish I gave the recipe for best of all for the head of a fly, 
or for putting on the whipping of hooks. For salmon flies, I always have the different- 
sized hooks whipped on to loops of gut in the usual way, and varnished with the 
shellac varnish, After this the wax used cannot injure the floss silk in any way. I 
may add that I have tried naphtha as a solvent, but do not find it any better than 
spirits of wine, and to it also the addition of alittle Venice turpentine is an improve- 
ment. Dried Canada balsam, such as is used for microscopic work, dissolved in 
pure benzole, makes a capital hard, colourless varnish, and not inclined to chip ; 
but for all ordinary purposes the shellac, I think, will be found as good as any, and 
better than many of a more complicated combination.—I am, Xc., 

Coole Abbey, Fermoy, Ireland, Dec. 27th, 1884. HW: PEARD,; M.B. 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


S1r,—The Trent has fallen rapidly and fined down, and is in excellent order for 
pike and chub fishing, thongh the latter fish don’t seem well on the feed yet, and 
very few have been caught. One of the best catches of the week is by Mr. Theaker, 
he, on Tuesday, getting nearly 20l1b. of dace at Willington. Many anglers have 
been out during the holidays, but very little has been done. On Friday a few pike 
were caught at Weston. In the Shardlow length a few chub were taken, the largest 
3lb. 60z., one angler getting a very nice pike of 8lb. Some good pike have been 
caught in the different private waters around Nottingham, Mr. Fish taking three 
on Friday at Bulwell, the largest 6lb. Itried the cured wasp grub, but could not 
persuade them to take it. A few chub have been taken in the Clifton water. Nothing 
doing in the Colwick fishery, except by poachers, who have been busy again, but 
this time getting their nets entangled with some stakes, they had to leave them 
behind. I hope they will succeed in making an example of some of them.— 
Tam, &e., 

December 29th, 1884. Al Wi 





LANDING NETS, 


Str,—l can’t at all agree with “ Amwell Magna” about the shape of landing nets. 
A large trout would have a very fair chance of jumping out of one shaped as he 
describes, 

My idea of a good landing net is one which runs to a rather long, narrow pocket 
at the end. When you get a good fish into one of this shape his own weight forces 
him into the pocket, and he is doubled up and helpless at once. 

Iam very glad to see that Mr. Pennell has written about Messrs. J. Warner and 
Son’s eyed-hooks, single and double. They sent me some more patterns the other 
day and, to my mind, they were simply perfect. They supply them bronze colour, 
which is, I think, an improvément on black.—I am, &c., GREEN WREN, 





A HINT TO WORM FISHERS. 


Srr,—If any of your angling readers wish to have a lot of worms always in 
splendid order and tough, let them get some flax waste, soak it welland gradually in 
water ; put a reasonable quantity of worms in a stout wooden box, fill it three-parts 
full with the flax waste; when thoroughly soaked and sodden, in place of a lid cover 
the box with a wet cloth, which should be wetted every two or three days, and the 
worms will keep for three or more months without changing the stuff or any further 
trouble. A greased cloth put in among the waste is an advantage, more so if the 
worms are wanted for immediate use,—I am, &c., WATCHETT. 


SIZES AND WEIGHTS OF FISH. 


Srr,—The rule was, to the best of my remembrance, given as truest when fish were 
in perfect condition. Your correspondent will doubtless remember a rule of size 
and proportionate weight in “Salmonia”; and Mr. Pennell, in his ‘‘ Angler's 
Naturalist,” gives several scales of size and weight.—I am, &c., AiG? 

Birmingham, Dec. 31, 1884. 


ROD-FISHING FOR BASS. 


Srr,—In answer to your correspondent, “J.T. H.,” there is very good rod-fishing 
for bass in the “ Swillies,” that part of the Menai Straits lying between the bridges. 
I have never fished there myself, but a friend of mine has had very good sport there 
with fly andsandeels. I should fancy there is good rod-fishing all round Anglesea. 
I think the only charm of trout-fishing in North Wales is the pretty little bits of 
stream and waterfalls one comes across. 

If Mr. Ellison Smelt will refer to the recent Trent fishery licenses he will see that 
the close time for grayling is distinctly specified, “ All other kinds of freshwater fish 
(including grayling) from March 15 to June 15.—Lam, &e., 

Manchester. J. A, HUTTON. 

P.S.— Can you give me the address of Mr. Bullock, of the ‘ Derby-killer”? I should 
be glad if you would let me know your experience of the horsehair and indiarubber- 
bodied flies. Ido not refer to the semi-detached. I think they do not wear very 
well ; I mean the “ detached bodies.” 


[Many thanks for the addresses of probable subscribers. Mr. Bullock’s address is, 
“ Fishing-tackle Maker, London-road, Derby.” We have been disappointed with both 
kinds of flies referred to by Mr. Hutton. We have found most exquisite detached- 
bodied flies not nearly so killing as the ordinary make; in fact, we shall buy no 
more with detached bodies, as they are twice as expensive, last only half as long,and, 
as far as our experience with them goes on several trout streams, they will not kill 
half as well as the ordinary patterns.—ED. | ; 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION AND THE SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY 
PRIVILEGES, 


Srr,—Several sporting journals, having been misinformed, have stated that the 
Central Association had gained the concessions on the above line. I will lay the 
plain facts before the London anglers and leave them to decide to whom the credit 
isdue. On October 7, 1882, a letter was received from the general manager of the 
South-Eastern Railway acknowledging the receipt of an application for concessions 
to anglers on that railway, such application having been considered, but no decision 
arrived at. Again, in October last, I made an application to Myles Fenton, Esq., to 
receive a deputation from the Anglers’ Association to urge upon him to grant to the 
London anglers similar privileges to those granted by other railway companies. On 
November 6th last, Messrs, Tibbatts, Parker, and myself were favoured with an in- 
terview, and were most courteously received. We then applied for the concessions for 
both associations, gave the names of stations required, explained the regulations in 
force by other companies, placed before them the list of London angling clubs, in- 
struction cards, lists of fares, and all particulars necessary. We were then promised 
that our application should be considered, which had been done and decided in our 
favour when the deputation was received on Tuesday week. I herewith furnish copy 
of a letter I received, which, I think, will clearly show to whom the credit is due :— 


“ ANGLERS’ TICKETS, . 


“ South-Eastern Railway, General Manager’s Office, London Bridge Station. 
“DEAR StR,—Referring to the communications that have passed between us re- 
lative to the above, the Company have now agreed, as an experimental thing, under 
very much similar regulations to those in force on other lines, to grant the above 
from London to Tunbridge, Paddock Wood, Yalding, Wateringbury, East Farleigh, 
and Dorking, and I have told our chief accountant, Mr. Geo. Whately, of 8, St. 
Thomas-street, S.E., that you will be good enough to communicate with him, and 
complete all details required for carrying out the arrangements,—I am, dear Sir, 
yours faithfully, “My.trs Fenton, General Manager. 
“Mr, R. Ghurney, 10, Baches-street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N.” 


I am pleased to state that all arrangements are now completed, and lists of fares, 
stations, &c., will be published next week.—I am, &e., R. GHURNEY. 


We have since received the following correspondence from Mr. Ghurney :-— © 


“ ANGLERS’ TICKETS. 

“ South-Hastern Railway, Chief Accountant’s Department, London, 

; “Dec. 31st, 1884. =~ 
“DEAR Sr1r,—Referring to your call here to-day, I beg leave to append on the 
other side the particulars of Fares, &c., as arranged, which will enable you to pro- 
ceed with the production of the necessary Members’ Cards, and the cireular of 

information.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly, “GEO. WHATELY, 

“R, Ghurney, Hsq., 10, Baches-street, Hoxton, N. 


“ SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY. 


“ Anglers’ tickets will be issued on production of the agreed members’ cards only, 
stamped by the Company. 

“From Charing Cross, Waterloo, Cannon-street, or London Bridge :—To Paddock 
Wood, Yalding, Wateringbury, or East Farleigh—fares for the return journey (2nd 
class), 7s. 6d. (3rd class), 4s, From London Bridge to Dorking (2nd class), 3s, 9d. 
(8rd class), 2s. 8d. scat ons 4 GY ay 

“The tickets will be issued by the last two ordinary down trains on Fridays, and 
by the ordinary trains on Saturdays and Sundays. The tickets will be available for 
the return journey by any ordinary train up to, and including, the first up third- 
class train on the Monday following the issue thereof.” LOW £0 Cage 





RE LANDING NETS. an 

Str,—I quite agree with your correspondents as to the shape of the above, and 
venture to inclose you a specimen of my own netting ; but I have found them 
answer a great deal better if netted globe-shaped at the bottom, as then there are 
no corners whatever to catch, and they are quite as easily netted as square. as 

I generally make mine of very fine hemp cord, waterproofed—of course, not the 
material sent herewith ; and should any of your readers find a difficulty in obtaining 
a net of that shape, I would take a pleasure in netting them for a brother angler 
for very little above the cost of the materials and postage.—I am, &e., — a 

79, Astbury-road, Peckham, S.E. JOHN STIRKE, 

[ The net is a capital one.—ED. | . 





“ CRUSH.” secstal 
Srr,—I should certainly not haye made any reference to the above, but never 
having heard the word used in that sense before, and being unable to find anyone 
who could give an explanation, I came to the conclusion it must be local. Under 
these circumstances, I sincerely hope Dr, Hamilton will accept my apology for 
giving him so much trouble. Sat 
However, to show Dr, Hamilton how differently some of our best poets see these 
things, Campbell, in the “‘ Lines on the View from St. Leonard’s,” says :-— 


“ For these wild headlands and the sea-mew’s clang.” 


“ The night winds sigh, the breakers roar, 
And shrieks the wild sea-mew.” 


There is no question who carries the palm in this case,—I am, &c., 
ss MARK ANTONY, 


Byron— 


————— 


Jax. 3, 1885.) 
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WOBBLE v. SPIN.—CROAK, 


S1r,—I have read the letters on the above subject with very great interest, and 

should like to say that the flight as described by some of your correspondents is very 
much used by some of the more experienced of our Trent professionals—i.e., 
the one or two triangles whipped to a length of gimp, and is baited as described— 
viz., with a baiting needle the loop of the gimp is passedin at the vent of bait and 
out of its mouth ; shank of one treble hook is then in vent ; the gimp of course has 
to be drawn through the bait, and if a two-triangle flight is used the end treble is 
used to just curl the tail of bait downwards a bit. I think a two-triangle flight is 
better than a single one. Your correspondent, McWalton, points out one drawback 
to this very simple flight, and thatis, the vent of bait soon tears out. Now, we Trent 
men, in order to reduce this to a minimum, after we have baited the flight as 
described, take the loop of the gimp again and pass it under the gill covers and out 
at its mouth again. This, you will see, holds the bait fast by the head ; his head is, 
as it were, in a loop, and the shank of the treble hook that is in the vent of the bait 
is not s0 much likely to spoil the bait, as it would do if the gimp only went straight 
through the bait. The two treble hooks must first be put in proper position, and the 
gimp drawn tight through the bait; then the loop is brought back, put under the 
gill covers (outside, of course), and again brought out at its mouth. Iam very fond 
of a wobbling bait (natural), and I have known cases where a most perfect spinning 
artificial bait has been tried over a good fish without success, and then taken him a 
few minutes afterwards with an old wobbling spoon bait, although, asa rule, I prefer 
artificials that spin truly. 
*s Your correspondent, “ Mark Antony,” wants to know if there is any other British 
bird, except the raven, to which the term “croak” is applied. On page 42 of my 
book on “ Float Fishing in the Nottingham Style,” the term will be found in con- 
nection with that peculiar bird, the corncrake, whose harsh, grating notes, or voice, 
cannot be called anything else but a croak, as it is heard all through the stillness of 
a summer's night.—I am, c., THE TRENT OTTER, 


SEASONABLE DINNER TO THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS. 


Srr,—Will you kindly allow me to acknowledge the receipt of contributions from 
the following members and friends of the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
towards the above object :—The Piscatorial Society, Richmond Piscatorial Society, 
Angler’s Pride, Sir H. W. Peek, Bart., Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, Capt. 
H. B. Scrivener, Messrs. H. Bayley, G. Bishop, J. R. Berry, M. H. Blamey, Arthur 
Beningfield, Burrows and Cole, W. T. Barningham, F. B. Carter, John C. Chubb, 
Edward Clarke, T. Cliff, J. C. Cording and Co., R. A. Cosier, W. A. Crump, Curtis 
and Harvey, A. K. Davis, J. T. Dayenport, W. Dunfee, Haton and Deller, Henry 
Ellis, Alderman Evans, J. Ross Faulkner, C. Farlow and Co., R. S. Fennings, James 
Forbes, Edward Foreman, W. H. Froom, Philip Geen, H. L. W. Godwin, Charles 
Grimwade, Jason Gurney, Thomas Huggett, James Hughes, H. J. Inderwick, Alfred 
Jardine, W. Johnson, John Knechtli, W. D. Lewis, F. H. Lemann, Rev. J. J. Manley, 
Percy Mason, George Mayor, W. A. Mitcheson, K. Montgomery, Dr. Murdock, 
John Noble, Alfred Nuthall, J. J. Oakley, F. G. Pearce, G. Phelps, G. S. Phillips, 
T. Plews, James Powell, J. B. Scriven, S. W. Searle, Rev. W. M. Snell, Thomas 
Spreckley, James Temple, H. Taman, R. T. Watson, Samuel White, G. F. Wilson, H. 
G. Wilson, Dr. Willett, W. K., John Wood and Son, George Wood, Young and 
Co., &e. 

The appeal to anglers through the medium of the Press has only resulted in few 
responses. 

I have not yet received sufficient funds to meet the necessary expenses 
on this occasion, as there are something like thirty men to entertain with a dinner 
that costs five shillings each, grog afterwards of half-a-crown each, railway fares, 
printing and postage. Iam quite sure that those who have not yet responded will 
do so when they find some more half-crowns are needed. 

A statement of accounts will appear in \the next “ Blue Book.”—I am, &c., 

7, Ironmonger-lane, Dec. 29th, 1884. W. H. BRouGHAM, sec. 


P.S.—Since writing the above, subscriptions have been sent in by the following :— 
Capt. Alfred, Messrs. A. Anderson, J. R. Berry, J. R. Bonny, W. H. Bradbury, 
Burrows and Cole, J. E. Dunn, J. W. Gant, and C. Brougham Parry. 


DRESSING FOR FLIES, 


Srr,—Although not a fly-fisher, I don’t know whether the following article will 
be of use to such as wield the fly rod and make their own flies: it is patent knotting 
used by painters to cover knots in new wood to prevent the turpentine from working 
through the paint. I have found it a capital covering for bindings on hook and 
trace, and also the whipping of a rod. A little vegetable black added for whipping, 
&c., makes it thicker. It can be obtained in small quantities at any painter’s oilman, 
Hoping the suggestion may be of use,—I am, &c., 


4, Redmans-road, Mile End, E. A. GEORGE, 





THE SUPPOSED DYNAMITE OUTRAGE AT WINDSOR. 


Ir is very pleasing to see that what was at first put down as a dynamite outrage 
has now been thoroughly explained away. What the Hecho of the 22nd ult. 
described as making up the full complement of a cheap American clock turns 
out to be the wheels, springs, and spindles of some check-action fishing reels 
consigned to Mr. Bambridge, of Eton-on-Thames, who, on reading in the Daily 
Telegraph of the discovery of wheels, &c., immediately went up and identified 
them, the correspondent who took credit for discovering Mr. Bambridge being 
busily engaged explaining the “percussion caps” which resolved themselves 
into the handles of the reels, the tin ;filled with tow and! chemical substances, 
identified by Mr. H. L. Simpson, veterinary surgeon, of Windsor, being part of 
a case forwarded for a patient at Banbury. The can of “ explosive-looking 
substance” is a well-roasted tin of putty or paint, and some other mechanism 
fished out of the general ruin has been identified by Messrs. Dyson, of Windsor, 
as part of some musical instrumentsintended for them. 


sNOTICES, OF . FLIES &e: 


Dunpar’s Mowarir SatMon Fires.—We can strongly recommend any salmon 
angler who is looking up his stock of salmon flies for the approaching season to 
get some of Mr. J. A. Dunbar’s dressing of the “Canary” and the “ Modified 
Canary ” (address, J. A. Dunbar, 6, Academy-street, Inverness). These flies, in 
which strands of mohair are liberally used in forming the wings, are getting a 
great reputation as among the very best spring flies it is possible to use in any 
river. ‘The mohair plays in the water in a very life-like and attractive manner. 
The samples Mr. D. sends us are neatly and strongly made on capital irons, and 
we see the price is only 10d. for lin. size, and 2s. for the largest size—viz., 3fin, 
There are eleven different sizes. 

a EE 








HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Indigestion.—How much thought has been bestowed, and what voluminous 
treatises have been written upon this universal and distressing disease, which is with certainty and 
safety dispelled without fear of relapse by a course of this purifying, soothing, and tonic medicine! Tt 
acts directly on the stomach, liver, and bowels—then indirectly, though no less effectively, on the brain, 
nerves, vessels, and glands, introducing such order throughout the entire system that harmony dwells 
between each organ and its functions. Dyspepsia need no longer be the bugbear of the public, since 
‘Holloway’s Pills are fully competent to subdue the most chronic and distressing cases of impaired 
digestion and to restore the miserable sufferer to health, strength, and cheerfulness, 


NOTES ON CARP FISHING BY A RUSSIAN ANGLER. 


We have much pleasure in publishing the following interesting letter from 
Baron Tcherkassoff :— 


“My DEAR StrR,—Having noticed the remarks on carp-fishing in some of the last 
issues of the GAzeTTn, I take the liberty to send you a few notes on this subject in 
the hope that, though acquired in Russia, my experience of the various baits for 
this wily fish may prove useful to some of your readers. 

In the southern part of Russia carp are very plentiful, and attain sometimes the 
enormous weight of from 401b. to 601b. The largest specimen taken with rod and 
line which I have heard of, weighed 363lb. The tackle on which he was captured 
was of the most genuine “ clathes prop ” description. 

In this part of the country these fish are fairly plentiful, and if they do not 
attain the above-mentioned enormous weight, still 20-pounders are by no means 
uncommon, though it must be owned they seldom are taken with rod and line. 
The largest I ever caught weighed 15lb., and he ran out at least 70 yards of line 
before I succeeded in stopping him, the rod all the time bending like a bow. 

The season for carp generally opens between the 14th and 26th July, and the 21st 
July and 2nd August, and continues sometimes as late as the end of September 
or middle of October. The best baits are cockchafer grubs, those from #in. to lin. in 
length being by far the most killing ; maiden lobs, ibrandlings, marshworms, wasp 
grubs, gentles, boiled potatoes, creed wheat, and bread paste. 

Of all these baits cockchafer grubs and marshworms are, according to my 
experience, the most killing ones; but on other rivers where I haye had no 
opportunity to fish, creed wheat is the bait. 

As to ground-baits, those most generally used are buckwheat, groats, and rye, 
well boiled ; sometimes curd is used, as well as well-boiled potatoes, mashed, and 
kneaded into balls about the size of a hen’s ege. 

The best time of the day is between one hour before sunrise and noon ; but, 
strange enough, one day you get all your fish before and soon after sunrise ; another 
you get them between 10 o’clock and noon. When the carp are “on,” I have 
known as many as nine being caught from half-past nine to 11 o’clock, six fish 
smashing the tackle during this time. Those caught averaged 41b. each. 

Speaking of baits, I think it may not be uninteresting to some of your readers 
to know, that cockchafer grubs are a most killing bait for Master Chevin. Another 
most killing bait for this gentleman being the raw tail of a crayfish. The length 
of this (the tail, not the crayfish) should not exceed 1tin. Itis much easier to peel 
when slightly parboiled ; but in point of attractiveness, according to my experience 
and many of my countrymen, it is not to be compared with the raw bait. 

This year’s carp fishing has been an utter failure. The bream, on the contrary, 
were, for about two weeks well ‘“ on,” so that I seldom failed to get my 25, 351b. in a 
morning’s fishing (from three till nine). 

I must now close this rather lengthy letter. 

Wishing you and your numerous redders the compliments of the season, and 
prosperity to the FISHING GAZETTE, I am, my dear Sir, 

Very sincerely yours, 
P, TCHERKASSOFT, 





DEATH OF THE DISCOVERER OF THE AMERICAN WEED IN 
ENGLAND. 


Tune Oxfordshire Horticultural Society has sustained an irreparable loss in the 
death of Mr. B. Robinson, one of the leading members of the committee, 
which occurred, after a lingering illness, on the 18th of Dec., at his residence, 
Bullingdon-road, Oxford. Although he was not an angler, Mr. Robinson, apart 
from all other qualities, will be long remembered as the discoverer of the first 
specimen of ithe American weed found growing wild in this country. The 
plant had only then been recently introduced into England, and directly after it 
made its appearance, so rapid was its growth that it bid fair in the exuberance 
of its primal vigour to choke up all the waterways and ditches in which it 
obtained a hold, and for a time resisted every effort to keep it in check. Mr. 
Robinson, who was a pupil of the late Sir Jonas Paxton, at Chatsworth, on the 
death of his father succeeded to the post of head gardener of Wadham College, 
a position which, to within a few months prior to his death, he retained for a 
period forty years. Like Goldsmith’s rural vicar, his was one_of those gentle 
dispositions which never lose an opportunity of rendering a service—a scholar, 
deeply versed in every branch of his profession—a man who made many friends 
and few enemies. As a judge or agrower of flowers, his skill was very great ; 
and as a landscape gardener, and in the artistic taste he invariably displayed in 
his floral arrangements, he was unequalled. 

He was laid to his long rest on Monday, December 21st, followed by his 
family and a few personal friends. 


[We hope there are some signs that the American-weed pest is dying out in 


many of our rivers. We have seen a beautiful gravelly trout-stream entirely 
choked up by this weed—ED. | 





PIKE-FISHING IN NORFOLK, 


As I anticipated, the holidays were used by many anglers to prosecute their 
favourite pursuit of trolling, and in some cases with very good results, several 
amateurs coming in a decided manner to the front. I feel proud to say a pupil of 
mine, of only two years’ experience, heads the list with a record of three jack, on 
Christmas Day, weighing 7lb., 5lb., and 3lb. ; two others, about 7lb. and 3lb., were 
taken at the same time by a friend. On Boxing Day he landed a beauty, weighing 
224lb., which was immediately forwarded to Mr. T. E. Gunn, for preservation 
Another friend of mine was out on Boxing Day, and was lucky enough to hook and 
safely secure a fine jack of 18lb., besides three others smaller. On Saturday last I 
was out with the fortunate captor of the 223lb. jack, and again fortune favoured 
him, as he landed another good fish weighing 141b. My luck was one run and a 
small fish of about 3lb., which, of course, I returned. My other partner landed two, 
weighing respectively 7lb. and 6lb., and missed a beauty, which bored into the 
boulders. Another party on the Wensum, near Cossey, had some good sport on 
Saturday last, catching during the middle of the day five pike, weighing 741b., 631b., 
611b., 3lb., and one under size, Many others have been out, but their catches I 
cannot report this week. 

Local anglers will all be extremely sorry to hear of the unfortunate accident to 
Professor Day, who, with two others, was thrown from a trap the day before yester- 
day (Tuesday) and broke his thigh. He is in the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, and 
is going on as well as can be expected ; but it is a serious thing toa man at his time 
of life, and I am sure all Norfolk men and also visitors who know him will join in 
wishing him a speedy recovery. 

Prospects are good, and for several days nice, clear, frosty air has prevailed, This 
evening (Thursday) a slight fall of snow has occurred, and it feels more like a fall 
of something—perhaps rain. The past holidays have been very cold (N.E., cutting.) 

ROBERT MOLL. 


GEORGE JAMES BATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present seasoh. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers, <A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not, Patronisedl by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kéndal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to,—(ADYV7.) 
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SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 


CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 
Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
(Very Light). 


New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 
(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


KILLING BAITS FOR CHUB, ROACH, DACE, BREAM, &c. 


WELL - CURED WASP GRUBS, 


Price 3s. per lb. Also, LARGE MEALWORMS, 5s. per 1,000, Is. per 200. Above 3s, 
post free. Address—C, BRADLEY, 62, Jacob Street, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 
CASH WITH ORDER, 











CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


4 a Putney. 

45 5 Hammersmith, 
Add 50 ne Barnes. 

55 a Kew. 

75 * Richmond. 

80 Twickenham, 

85 +5 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For TIMES oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, January 31885. oes 3.4 3.28 
Sunday, of A ac 3.52 4.17 
Monday, 9 5 4°40 5.3 

Tuesday, % 6 5.25 5.48 
Wednesday, 4 7 6.9 6.34 
Thursday, sy 8 meas 6.58 7.22 
Friday, es ce a 7.48 8.15 


Nots.—Subscriptions due for FISHING GAZETTE for 1885. 
KES River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 








Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The Christmas Holidays have been principally spent in domestic circles by the 
anglers, and the river has been free from their visits. This hasarisen from the cold 
and ungenial winds which have prevailed, and with little prospect of the fish feed- 
ing at sucha time. A great gloom was cast over both fishermen and anglers at 
Twickenham by the sudden and unexpected death of Mr. W. Walker, the proprietor 
of the Two Sawyers, and the owner of several fishing punts for hire. It appears 
that when he was in London, on the Tuesday preceding Christmas Day, he fell down 
dead in Leadenhall Market. He has not very long been a resident of Twickenham, 
but he has secured a greater number of friends, and still greater respect, than many 
have done in a greater number of years. He was a most enthusiastic angler, a de- 
cided supporter of fair and honest angling, a liberal supporter of the T.A.P.S., and 
always ready to assist its officers, and a hearty and hospitable friend to his fisher- 
men. It is no wonder, then, that his death is universally regretted, and that many 
even now can fail to realise the sad event. Amongst the few anglers that have been 
out may be mentioned the achievement of another victory in barbel fishing by Mr. 
Thomas Bull, at Teddington, whose recent piscatorial exploits have been the prin- 
cipal topic amongst anglers. Others, it is said, have tried to follow his example, but 
with signal failures, and they cannot understand how it is that Mr. Bull is always 


victorious. It isso; and the barbel for which he obtains credit is indisputable ; 
they are weighed and recorded in the books of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, 
and the worthy angler does not conceal the information that they are caught with 
pieces of lampern. Until there is a changein the temperature angling will only be 
practised on a limited scale, and the attendance will principally consist of-anglers 
on the banks. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Christopher Brown, in two days, has taken 14lb. weight of roach ; 
and F. Brown, in three days, 28lb. 

Twickenham.—George Coxen, in one day, got six dozen of roach and dace ; and, 
in the same time, J. Dobbin obtained a similar result. John Spong, in two days, 
secured 14lb. weight. 

Teddington.—Mr. T. Bull, in three days, with Frank Kemp, took twenty barbel, 
the largest 531b., and all were returned to the river. Joseph Baldwin, in two days, 
ten dozen of dace. The water in the tideway has the appearance of snow water and 
very cold. There has not been much fishing done ; some of the fishermen have been 
out, but have caught nothing worth recording. 

Kingston.—_J ohn Johnson writes: “I have had but little fishing lately. I have 
only been out for two days—once at Kingston, and not a fish, and once in the tide- 
way, with ten dozen of good dace. My son John has been oncein the tideway this week 
with about eight dozen of dace. The water is now in fine form for jack and perch 
fishing, but no one comes ; in fact, the wind is enough to stop anyone—so cold that 
the fish will not show on feed.” The bank anglers here and at Surbiton have been 
getting a few roach, dace, perch, and chub. 

Hampton Court.—Thomas Wheeler, in one day, three chub, the largest weighing 
41b. The bank anglers here and at Hampton have done moderately well, and those 
at “ Tagg’s Island Hotel” have had some good takes of roach and dace. 

Sunbury.—The bank anglers have had some capital sport amongst the roach and 
dace, with the addition of some good chub and perch. 

Walton.—Mr. Hickley, in one day, with George Hone, one jack. 

Shepperton.—J ames Haslett, in one day, three and a half brace of perch. 

Staines.—Mr. and Mrs. Barrington have been trying the jack for one day, with 
F. Cellyer, when Mrs. Barrington succeeded in hooking and landing a nice jack of 
6lb.; so much to the credit and skill of a lady angler. 








UPPER THAMES. 


The water is now in decent winter order, and the flush subsided. At Bray some 
splendid perch and chub have been had by ledgering ; but Cookham, Bourne End, and 
Marlow waters and men seem to have been forsome time peculiarly quiescent ; one old 
fisherman from the latter place yesterday observing to me, with the most lugubrious 
expression on his wizen physiognomy, “ Should like to drink your ’ealth, sir ; haven’t 
’ad a day out for six weeks,” The Hurley waters were well patronised on the 26th, 
27th, and 28th ult., some twenty piscators putting in an appearance at the two 
village hostelries ; but after wetting a line for an hour or less each day, kept on 
putting in an appearance at the said hotels, and wetting their whetted throats and 
appetites, and between whiles saying something uncomplimentary anent the 
east wind. Although the river has been in fair fishing trim during the Christmas 
holidays, few anglers seem to have ventured down to the Thames to try conclusions 
with the finny tribe ; and even those who did brave the elements seem to have been 
somewhat imbued with a cheer which they could not eliminate but by partaking 
of multitudinous doses of the dog which had bitten them. My experience, personal 
and otherwise, is that no angler can do several hours of unsuccessful fishing in an 
east wind without shivering his pluck into his boots, and fervently wishing him- 
self by the side of a cosy fire; and in this case the wish is seldom anything but the 
father to the action. A Happy and Prosperous New Year to all readers of the 
FISHING GAZETTE from—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 


The water in good order ;for jack, perch, and chub. The holiday week was a 
blank, from all I.can learn. I was out with a patron on the 27th, after the roach : 
they wouldn’t bite. On the 31st, with R. H. Lewis, Esq., two jack, largest 5lb., and 
four chub. This afternoon, seven chub, largest. 2lb. Jack and perch should feed 
well if the present weather continues.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Mr. E. H. Smith had a splendid take of barbel on Thursday, 18th, and Friday 19th 
ult., from a’swim I had kept baited for him. He was bank fishing also; three 
fish with me to-day, 6lb. 330z., 51b. 130z., 5lb. loz., and some fine roach. The barbel 
and roach were taken with the lob worm. The water is in very good condition 
now, but the wind is very cold, blowing from the east. Not much done this 
week, This report was too late last week.—J. HOARE. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

The water is now in splendid condition, and chub and jack are feeding well. Mr. 
Geen to-day (Thursday) caught 37lb. chub in the Evenlode, using pith and brains 
for bait.—H. B. Howe. 

Thames (Goring). ; 

Water now in first-rate order for jack and perch. There have been some good 
jack taken here this week ; largest jack, 101b.— JOHN RusH. 


Sonning. ‘ 

The water has been in very good order for some time now. We have had no one 
out for the last three weeks, except a few bank anglers, who, I hear, have not done 
much. Clark was out, I heard last week, with a gentleman at the Lodden ; he got 
a jack over 14lb., anda man named Turner got over 30 perch down by the Deeps, 
only about three takeable. Dr. Lewin has gone out to-day ; he ought to get some 
perch with the minnow, as we had a very sharp frost last night.—W. HULL. 


The Thames (Windsor). 

During the first few days of the Christmas holidays, from 26th to 29th ult., a very 
bad water came down, having all the appearance of that much dreaded snow water, 
It has cleared now, and at time of writing looks in capital order for jack, chub, and 
perch, more especially jack, which have no cover now, and ought to be had either 
paternostering or spinning. If good single salmon gut is used for hook as well as 
main in the paternoster, it will greatly enhance the chances of sport. Using a single 
gut paternoster last season, I found it far superior to gimp, and do not remember 
losing a single fish. The best bait to use for this tackle is undoubtedly a small dace 
or fair-sized gudgeon, by well searching likely spots such as Clewer Point, Athens, 
“ Flam,” and places like these well known to those gentlemen frequenting this 
neighbourhood ; good sport ought to be got now, though a very cold wind is 
blowing. Lumsden, of Datchet, tells me chub were feeding to-day. Mr. Lines, 
with him, caught a few, also a jack of 5lb., aud returned a smaller one. Roach are 
not feeding well. A few were had before water cleared, but none worthy of mention. 
One of our friends, the steam launches, has succeeded in swamping a ballast boat 
this afternoon, containing a party of Conservancy men employed on the New 
Embankment works bordering the Home Park, between the South-Western Railway 
and Victoria Bridges, one poor fellow being drowned ; the others, owing to heavy 
attire, having a very narrow escape.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme District. 

The water remains very clear and low, and but few anglers have been out during 
Yuletide. Rain is still greatly needed, as the springs continue at their lowest. 
The few trout streams have had so little water in them, that spawning operations 
have taken place much lower down the banks than usual—THOMAS ForD. 
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Chichester. : 

The past year has closed up unsuccessfully, low and bright water being the general 
report, visitors during the Christmas holidays having as a rule empty creels for 
their pains. A few small pike have been taken at Chichester. A party on Monday, 
while eel-spearing in the canal, killed three jack, and seemed proud of their sport. 


The number of unattended pike rods at the basin will show the class of sportsmen 


we have to contend with. From the Ouse, I hear of a few good roach, some over a 
pound, with a pike computed at 7lb. Some few anglers visited Selham, but I have 
not heard of their success—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


The Dove. 

We have had a wonderfully mild Christmas, andthe holidays have brought an 
increased number of rods to our rivers. Most of them have met with a fair reward 
for their labours, there having been a good rise of grayling, especially in the middle 
of the day when the sun has been out. The winter duns have proved the best 
killing flies. I should think the dishes have averaged about four brace per rod. The 
bottom fishers have been doing well amongst the chub with scratching, while a few 
pike have also been taken with the Derby killer, and other spinning baits ——THE 


SPLODGER. 
Esk (Whitby). 


There is nothing whatever doing on this pretty river just now; but it does not 
follow that the local anglers areidle. All are more or less busy looking after their 
rods, some handy amateurs making new ones, while the others are repairing the old 
ones, and arranging and mending their tackle. With the beginning of the new 
year these necessary attentions will be carried on with more vigour than ever, and 
the enthusiasm in this respect will increase day by day until the season opens. 
The other day I went up by railway to Grosmont, and had a look through the 
salmon and trout breeding-house of the Whitby Esk Fishery Association. I was 
much pleased with the admirable arrangement of the boxes, and the care which is 
very evidently taken for the well-being of the embryo salmon. At the same time 
I could not help observing that the house is too small for carrying out as effectu- 
ally as one would wish the objects of the conservators. The house should be, at 
least, as large again as it is. Brockett, the water bailiff, to whom I made some 
comments about the limited space, quite agreed with me, and stated that he had 
mentioned the matter to the association. There seems to be a general unanimity 
on the point, and, this being the case, we may hope that the work of extension 
and improvement will be carried out, especially seeing that there is a nice little 
balance in hand. Brockett further informed me that the association intend to put 
down 20,000 this year, this being about the same quantity as last season. In a 
previous communication to the FISHING GAZETTE, I gave some facts and figures 
showing how successful the Board of Conservators and the local Fishery Associa- 
tion were last year in their efforts to propagate salmon, and should the hatching 
business come off well, as there is every reason to suppose it will, it is extremely 
probable that next season’s experiences will be equally gratifying. At any rate, I 
shall, with the permission of the Editor, take care that the results of the experi- 
ments will be duly recorded.—_JNo. J. JACKSON, 


Exe (Exeter). 

Literally nothing doing, Wind bleak and cold from the north-east and east.—J. 
A, KELLEY. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing. There has been nothing much to chronicle in the way of big catches, 
owing to the prevalence of bad weather. Some fine cod and whiting are being 
caught when an opportunity offers for the boats to get out. Amateurs fishing from 
the rocks and jetty are rewarded occasionally with some fine fish; but the cold 
weather is haying the effect of lessening the numbers frequenting those exposed 
stations. Herring fishing has closed for the season, which has been only moderate 
in results. Weather cold and bleak.—E. ComER. 


Leicester. 

The weather since my last report has been bright and fine, but exceedingly cold, 
making angling anything but a pleasure except to those who are more ardent at 
the sport which Izaak Walton loved so well. The holidays doubtless have caused 
the largely increased number to visit the Leicester Society’s waters ; but sport upon 
the whole cannot be said to have been commensurate with the efforts of the sports- 
men. Roach fishing has been freely indulged in, and the fish caught were of good 
size. The largest were taken with white paste. The canal has afforded the best 
sport among the pike, and although no very large specimens have been taken, the 
fishing generally has been good, as a number were landed weighing between 4lb. 
and 5lb. each. Mr. Hobbs, last Friday, showed a brace of fine fish. Chub have 
lately been receiving plenty of attention from anglers, and what fish have been 
landed during the last few days were in good condition. Pith and cheese paste are 
the most enticing baits in these waters at present. The weather to-day (Thursday) 
fine, but freezing the whole of the day.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now in good order for either the worm, maggot, or grasshopper 
fishing, both having run clear, but remaining high. The fish are biting well and 
good sport has been had, and very good baskets have been taken. On Friday, being 
Bank Holiday, these streams were visited freely by the anglers of this part. In the 
Lugg, near Ford’s Bridge, a gentleman with the maggot landed a fine dish of grayling 
averaging $lb,each. The Arrow was tried with the grasshopper, and seven very nice 
grayling were landed. In the Stanton quarters a capital lot of grayling were landed 
by a gentleman with the maggot. Good sport has been had in the Lugg, near 
Aymestry ; a gentleman, with the red worm, took a fine lot of grayling averaging 80z. 
each. On Monday a gentleman visited the Kingsland water, and, with the worm, 
took a nice dish of grayling. Some very fine grayling have been landed near Iving- 
ton. Good-sized grayling have been landed in the Hardisland waters with the grass- 
hopper. The Pinsley isin good angling order. A few fish were taken on Friday 
with the grasshopper and a few on Monday.—GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

At last the water in the river has fined down to the green colour so much admired 
by anglers fresh-water fishing. There have been good catches of pike by those 
who can stand the cold, besides which several bags of roach have been secured, 
and good fish too, the bait used being a small red worm. The water could not 
possibly be better for angling ; but the cold—Oh ! the cold—makes one’s fingers ache ; 
at least, that’s my experience the first.lay in the New (andI hope prosperous) Year. 
—YE MepwaAy WATER Rat. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
These rivers are in excellent fishing condition, and pike are well on the feed. 
Some good takes have been had.—T, E. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Having been called out, and not being in time, I failed to send my report for the 
20th and Christmas week. I was misled in the GAZETTE being issued so early. On 
the 15th two fine jack were taken by one of our local fishermen, going 11lb. and 
141b. ; but nothing important has come to my notice since, with the exception of 
Boxing Day, when several were out, but failed to do any good. I was out on the day 
mentioned, and took three, 101b., 431b., and 3lb., and on Saturday one of 3lb. Some 
are out to-day (the Ist of the new Year), but I only saw two, oneabout 81b. and the 
other 4Ib. ; but, rather unfortunate for them, for a great part of the water is covered 
with ice. I went out with the intention of fishing, but I turned it up on that account ; 
but, when the water is open, it isin splendid condition, and should it thaw there will 
be a good prospect ina few days.—H. Rout. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 
This river is now low and in capital condition for pike fishing ; a great many are 
taking advantage of this, and bringing their @kill to bear in this direction, Isaw a 


good fish, at the end of last week, which was taken by an angler who was spending 
Christmas holidays in Shrewsbury; the fish would weigh about 6lb., and was in 
good condition. I also saw a smaller one, which was taken ‘by tench, and was 
about 2lb, There is very little doing on the river to-day; no doubt anglers are seek- 
ing other and more lively amusement than fishing at this time of the year, which 
even with plenty of sport would be cold work.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The streams about here are all that can be desired by the angler, it being but 
seldom at the close of the year they are found in such excellent angling condition, 
being nice and clear and the proper height. A pretty good number of fishermen 
frequented the Teme and its tributaries on Christmas, Bank Holiday, and the day 
after, but their success was somewhat varied. Down below the Steventon water some 
good perch and roach were landed with the maggot, and a couple of small grayling. 
On Monday and Tuesday some ten brace of grayling were caught in the Ashford 
waters, also some perch and roach; the grayling averaged 11b. per brace all round. 
Up the Clun the water was too fine. One gentleman, from Ludlow, fished nearly 
the whole of Bank Holiday, and only caught two grayling. He tried the Corve the 
next day, and landed several grayling in splendid condition, weighing 14lb. each. 
I understand he caught them up beyond Capt. Davis’s, of Elms Lodge. On Tuesday, 
in the Ony, during the middle of the day, a fisherman caught a brace anda half of 
grayling with the red worm, and then all fish ceased to bite. In the Ledwyche 
there is literally nothing at all doing. The salmon have all disappeared of late, so 
it is supposed they have all successfully passed over the weir for the spawning beds. 
We have heard of none being destroyed this year.—S. LUDLOW. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is now in capital angling condition, having now run clear, but still 
keeps high, It has been well patronised during last week and this, being holiday 
time, the weather being in capital order for grayling fishing. The fish are biting 
well at the grasshopper, worm, and maggot, and some capital lots have been landed 
with them. On Friday the water near the town was tried with the worm, and a 
good dish of grayling was taken. The water near to Corn Brook was fished with 
the grasshopper, and a prime lot of fish were landed, averaging #lb. each, Near 
Eastham, on Saturday, some capital grayling were landed with the maggot. Good 
sport has been had in the water near Rochford. On Monday a gentleman landed a 
basket of 61b. of fine grayling with the grasshopper. The water near Little Hereford 
was tried, and a capital dish of grayling was taken with the worm. Some good 
grayling have been taken in the Berrington waters with the maggot. The Kyre, 
Rea, and Ledwyche are all in capital order. Fishing quiet in the Rea and Ledwyche. 
A few fish landed from the Kyre with the maggot.—WORCESTER. 


Trent (Alrewas). 


The-rivers Trent and Tame are now in prime order for all fishing. Some good 
chub have been taken with worms ; but at this season of the year pith and brains 
should be used, and such bait will be found more successful. Some good pike up to 
91b. have been captured spinning with roach.—ANoN. 


Trent (Newark). 


The water ran down quicker than I anticipated, and got into fairish order by 
Bank Holiday. Several anglers were out, and some of them met with fairish 
success. Mr, Atkinson got a very nice little catch of roach, one of his fish going 
1lb. 930z., a very nice and well-fed specimen of the roach family. A few chub and 
also an odd jack or two fell a victim to the anglers’ skill during the holidays ; but 
I have not heard of anything very sensational in the shape of a catch being had. 
Water at the time of writing is low and clear, weather fine and frosty. Chub and 
pike fishermen should now be fairly on the job, as the prospects are all in favour of 
this branch of sport ; in fact, under the present circumstances, I cannot recommend 
the angler to try for anything else. A prosperous New Year to all readers of the 
FISHING GAZETTE is the wish of—THrE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The river in this district remains low and clear ; but in consequence of extreme 
frosts, very little angling has been met with. In the Wilford allotment chub have 
come, in the middle of the day, freely to pithand brains ; but beyond the capture of 
more than ordinary bags of these fish, there is nothing to chronicle. Salmon in 
abundance have been noticed between Radcliffe and Stoke Bardolph, and it behoves 
the bailiffs connected with the Trent Fishery Board to be on the alert.—THE MAN 
AT THE CLUBS. 

Trent (Swarkestone). 

The river during the last few days has lowered, but nothing of importance has 
been done. Mr. G. Holmes got about 6lb. of nice perch, and several other anglers 
have obtained a few chub. Mr. C. Gilbert took three pike and a chub weighing 331b. 
at Catton, on Friday ; and water bailiff Bradley also got two pike at the same place, 
A good many anglers have been out during the holidays ; but, as previously stated, 
sport has been poor. There are plenty of pike to be seen, but they are not on the 
feed. An old veteran fished a capital place two days last week, but only succeeded 
in getting one run. It is to be hoped that the sharp frosts we have had will soon 
have the effect of improving the sport—SPINNING BAIT. 


Waveney (Beccles). 

Water now in good condition, and better weather we could not have than at pre- 
sent time. After the frosts we have had recently, it should stir up the pike, and 
make them hungry. Should present state of weather and water continue, I hope 
to hear of some good sport amongst some big ’uns.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


~The Wharfe and Yore (Yorkshire). 


Both of these rivers have now got into nice condition for grayling fishing, and 
some nice baskets have been made. I had a good week on the Yore myself, killing 
altogether 63 fine fish. My best day was Friday, Dec. 26th, when I caught 17 
grayling, the lot weighing 93lb.; I also lost a good many others. R. Coldbeck had a 
nice dish of 11 on Monday last ; and J. Walker, of Horsforth, 13 on Saturday. Both 
rivers are now very low and clear, so that the finest tackle is necessary. The 
weather, however, is not so cold as is generally the case at this time of year, and a 
good hard frost is greatly needed to improve sport.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers have been in excellent condition for either fly or bettom- 
fishing during the past week, and fair baskets of both grayling and coarse fish have 
been captured. The best takes have been made off of both the Chatsworth and 
Darley Dale club waters, and have been taken chiefly with both maggots and cock- 
spur worms, fishing in the swims close to the rough streams, in the Nottingham 
style. The pike-fishers have killed a few fish during the week. Mr, William King, 
of Matlock Bath, killed a well-fed fish of 5lb. below Cromford with live-bait fish- 
ing, and several other fishermen have taken a few pike, none of them running large. 
The weather to-night (Thursday) looks like a change soon. GEORGE JAMES HATON, 





To Recent SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses.of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAzETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETT# a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 
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THE AVONS. 


THE Avon appears to be a favourite name to some of the best of our 
salmon and trout rivers. With no pretensionsto knowledge of ancient 
derivatives, I will not venture to guess why it is that we have perhaps 
half-a-dozen streams claiming the title of “ Avon” in England, and 
probably as many “ Afons” in Wales. I only know that ‘“ afon ” is the 
ancient. British name for ‘“ water.” Their value and importance 
as fishing rivers, however, is unquestionable. Take the four leading 
Avons in England—the Shakspere, or Warwickshire Avon, which, 
rising 11 Northamptonshire, attains its “classic” title as it passes through 
Stratford and falls into the Severn at Tewkesbury. I name this river first, not 
as the most worthy angling stream, for this seems to be the only one of the name 
which cannot boast itself as a nursery for the salmon kind. It is asluggish 
stream, and in its lower course is much dammed by locks and weirs, a high 
weir at Tewkesbury completely shutting out salmon, which would otherwise 
ascend it from the Severn. It is, however, full of the coarser fish—pike, bream, 
roach, chub, perch, dace, and gudgeon, and is a favourite resort for anglers of 
the easy-going class who delight in camp stools, punts, and pipes under shelter- 
ing willows. It is much affected by artisans from the Midland metropolis, who 
are rather adepts at this kind of fishing, and know a thing or two about roach 
fishing and single hair lines; and many disciples of old Izaak spend their 
Saturday half-holiday in the long Midsummer days on the banks of the Avon 
about Alcester and Evesham, a convenient branch of the Midland Railway 
running holiday trips for, as it would almost appear, their special accommoda- 
tion. 

Here, amid buttercups and daisies, and exchanging the clank of machinery 
and the din and dirt of the factory and workshop for the scent of wild honey- 
suckle and newly-mown grass, and the sound of warbling birds, the ‘ judicious” 
of the artisan class find a welcome and salutary rest from that diurnal labour by 
which their daily bread is toilfully earned. | To these men, perhaps, the excite- 
ment and exertion of wading up a rapid trout stream, casting the mimic fly or 
minnow before him into the eddies and corners where judgment and experi- 
ence have taught him the watching trout is on the look-out for his prey, or a 
half-hour’s ‘‘ battle royal” with a 20lb. salmon at the end of a taper 15ft. rod 
would, perhaps, hardly be so pleasure-seeming a relaxation from their every-day 
occupations. 

The other (English and Welsh) Avons, however, afford this sporting excite- 
ment to the full. The salmon of the ‘“ Hampshire Avon,” as it is designated 
for distinction’s sake, may be taken as the king of these sporting streams. 
Rising in Wilts, its upper portions abound in fine trout, which, owing to the 
clearness of the stream and its weediness, require a good deal of catching ; and 
descending towards Christchurch, where it fallsinto the {sea, the salmon fishing 
is grand ; not so much for the number, but for the size and quality of the fish 
taken, the rod fish as a rule averaging between 20lb. and 301b. each. The 
pollutions on this stream are insignificant, and the river, as it flows under Christ- 
church Bridge, looks as clear as it is in its Wiltshire course, though within sight 
of the ocean. Not so with another Wiltshire Avon, which rises on the border 
of Gloucestershire and takes its course through Malmesbury, watering the 
ruins of the grand abbey there, which no one should pass unvisited, and thence 
meandering by Dauntsey, Chippenham, Bradford, Bath, and Bristol, falls into 
the Bristol Channel. This stream ought to be another grand salmon river ; but 
(reversing the French proverb) God proposes, but man disposes—by which I 
mean that the operations of busy man have, in a measure, rendered barren the 
provisions of nature. There are fine trout to be found in the upper portions of 
this stream—say from Malmesbury to Trowbridge. This river runs through 
a rather level country, so that, like others of the Southern counties, it is, as a 
trout stream, comparatively sluggish ; but abounds in fish food, and the trout 
run occasionally to 3lb, and 4lb. weight. Moreover, it is pretty well cared for, 
and fishing is only obtainable by favour, or purchase. Below Chippenham, 
where it is preserved by a party of anglers—the most likely-looking portion of 
the river—the trout run to alarge size. Pike and roach, however, are also found 
in the river, and where not netted out, greatly reduce the stock of their betters. 
At Bradford, and for some distance down stream, the cloth manufacturing mills 
entirely spoil the look of the water, which is fearfully blackened and polluted 
by dyes. The river hence becomes comparatively worthless, from a sportsman’s 
point of view, and the dams down as low as Bristol effectually shut out salmon, 
which would otherwise ascend from the Severn—in fact, a few occasionally 
struggle up in the winter floods ; but commerce is regarded by our legislators as 
paramount to other industries and interests, hence it is that Bath and Bristol 
have not salmon fisheries at their own doors. 

A day’s trout fishing on the upper and cnpolluted portions of the Bristol Avon 
is not to be despised. By the kindness of a Wiltshire farmer, who occupies a 
considerable district in the vicinity of the upper portion of the. river, I had, not 
long ago, a pleasant day on the banks of that stream. The elements were adverse, 
for the water was low, and the sky was clear ; but the May fly was abundant, 
and this gave hope. Nevertheless, although we could see the beautiful ephemerz 
rising in their shells from the bottom of the river, the fly fluttering temptingly 
on the surface, and then the little caddow-boat floating empty down the stream, 
they proved no attraction for the trout, and all the fish that we took were cap- 
tured with the worm, dropped between the beds of weeds, which partially choke 
up the stream. It is not as though the fly was new to them, and that the trout 
had not had sufficient time since it came on to be acquainted with it, for I learnt, 
On inquiry, that the May fly had been rising for a week before. The fish had 
apparently been feeding on the caddis at the bottom. Such was my first after- 
noon’s experience of the Bristol Avon trout, whose acquaintance I should much 
like to cultivate more intimately at some future opportunity. 

Of the Devonshire Avon, which is the head of the Kingsbridge inlet, I know 
personally little, beyond the fact that it contains both salmon and trout, the 
former being, like the case of the Dart, practically limited to the portion of the 
stream below the first weir by the obstruction to their progress offered by that 
dam. Besides these are numerous Avons and Afons in Wales, which hold trout» 
and some salmon. 





A Doe Caprurses A SatmMon.—Major Gleig, who, for some years past, has 
regularly spent the fishing season in Appleby, is the owner of a Dandie Dinmont 
terrier which is his almost inseparable companion in his fishing excursions, and 
recently whilst salmon fishing in the Hamont, the Major had the good fortune to 
secure a fish, which was afterwards found to bring down the balance at 16lb., under 
the following curious circumstances. The salmon was fairly well hooked, and 
promised to give some excellent play before being brought to book. No sooner did 
he show himself in the water, however, than “ Dandie” plunged into the stream, 
and adroitly seized the fish by the dorsal fin, The Major's line, entangled round the 
dog and fish, wassoon broken ; but the dog stuck to his fish, and at length succeéded 
in forcing his paper sufficiently near to the bank to enable the Major to make use 
of hie gaff; and the fish and dog were both safely brought to land.—Oarlisle Journal. 


NOTICE TO OUR POSTAL SUBSCRIBERS. 


WE beg to remind many of our subscribers that subscriptions for 
1885 are due now, and if they desire to renew them we shall be glad 
if they will remit 10s. 6d. for the year, or 5s. 4d. for the half-year, to 
the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, 
London. Cheques and Postal Orders to be made payable to Sampson 
Low, Marston, and Co. ' 





ANGLING NEAR LONDON : WIMBLEDON PARK “LAKES. 


Hints ro Novices. 
Wuen float-fishing with a tight line it is a waste of time using a rod 10 to 
15ft. long. The water, in my opinion, is too shallow to allow bream to harbour 
near the side. Another reason is : unavoidable disturbances are always going on: 
persons walking up and down, anglers constantly pulling in and out, &c, Under 
these circumstances the great secret of success is, to get out as far as possible ; 
and, to accomplish this, the rod should be, at least, 20ft. long. : 

LEnGru or Line.—The lengtn of line used ranges from 9 to 12ft.—?.e., when 
using a rod from 20 to 24ft. in length. Some prefer one length, some another. 
Say the depth is 5ft., that -would give a strike of from 4 to 7ft, Rather a long 
one, you say; but it cannot very well be avoided. Anyhow, the line must 
necessarily be much shorter than the rod ; but when a fish is being played, to 
obviate this, one or two pieces are thrown on the ground precisely the same as 
when roaching. 

TACKLE.—Some of the most successful anglers use such little light floats that 
a couple of small shot are sufficient to make them cock. In fact, their tackle is 
quite as fine as that used for roach fishing. But some have the gut forming the 
line too thick and coarse. 

I have seen novices with their fine-drawn bottom gut attached to a line (gut) 
thick enough for paternostering. It is impossible to strike properly with such 
tackle. The line should taper gradually to the bottom gut for at least 3ft., the 
same as a Nottingham roach or dace tackle. 10 ; 

As several anglers have told me, there is one grave objection to using such a 
tremendously long rod—it is weary work holding such a weapon in your hands 
for hours together ; the consequence is, a rod rest.of some kind is resorted to. 
Very good. The probability is, you are seated in a chair, with your legs crossed, 
perhaps watching the sun setting in a sea of glory, or your attention is attracted 
by a water or land rat (probably Hanoverian, to judge from the size), or you 
are startled by the heavy plunge of a huge carp, or you are just falling into a 
doze, when, without the least warning, down goes your float, and, before you 
can spring from your seat and disengage your rod preparatory to striking, 
Abramis brama, &c., has taken his departure with a piece of your paste or a 
gentle. And yet, strange to say, sometimes the mere fact of not striking on 
the instant is the reason they get caught. They hook themselves! 

T have remarked this on several occasions ; but by far the greater number of 
these bites are lost. ‘ efile 

PLAYING THE FisH.—When you have hooked a fish, try and play it under 
water and not on the surface, for such a proceeding not only spoils sport, but 
bream are so shy and so peculiar that, if one or two break away (which is often 
the case), they are certain to influence the remainder ; for, depend upon it there 
is a kind of mental communion going on amongst them, the same as amongst 
birds. * 

DrptH.—Some anglers make it a practise to fish on the bottom ; but, I think, 
in a place of this description, the bait should just miss the bottom, Opinions 
differ on this subject. 

Worms.—When fishing for bream with worms do not use large worms, but 
rather patronise the tempting cockspur or the tail end of a bright, well-scoured, 
maiden lob or marsh worm. 

Why ? 

1. Because the bream do not run large. 

2. There is a great deal of natural food in the water. ; 

3. Large worms attract small eels, which play feaful havoc with your tackle. 

Never use worms kept in black mould or earth, but put them into clean damp 
moss—not too damp—for,-at least, four or five days. The moss may be pro- 
cured from nurserymen. Let it be as fresh as possible, 

GROUND-BAIT.—The quantity of ground-bait used in the shape of bread and 
bran alone in the lake is enormous, and yet all the best anglers swear by it. 

LEDGERING. — When ledgering, all the ground-bait you will require is a 
pellet of bread and bran attached to the gut about afoot above the hook. Imbed 
two or three shots about an inch apart in the middle of the. pellet, and, if 
kneaded to the proper consistency (it must not be too soft), no difficulty will 
be experienced in throwing it from 20 to 30 yards without its coming off ; but 
the line (which should not be thicker than a Nottingham barbel line) must be 
pulled off the reel, and carefully paid out on the ground, before attempting the 
throw, which must be accomplished without the least jerk or hitch. Some take 
the pellet in their right hand, and pitch it in ; this is a surer plan, as it can be 
pitched quite straight from the rod. In these cases, no leads are necessary ; 
the shots will be found quite sufficient. A light bamboo rod, about 9 or 10ft. 
long, with not too springy a top, is just the thing for the job ; and, in my 
opinion, this is the best way of fishing this noted water. 

SrRiKING.—When a bite occurs, owing to the bait being in deep water and 
so far from the rod, a pretty sharp stroke is necessary to send the hook home. 
When you feel the fish (which will be instantly), you can either play it from 
the reel, or you can place the butt end of your rod in the hollow of your thigh, 
and carefully pull the line and fish in with the right hand, playing it as the 
case may require. Where the fish do not run large, this is the quickest way of 
doing the business ; but it would not suit me. 
reel. If it be a good carp, you must do so. 


A. 





POSSESSION OF UNSEASONABLE SALMON.—HEAVY 
PENALTIES. 


At the Merthyr Police-court, on Monday, before the Stipendiary, Henry. Valen- 
tine, said to be a fishmonger at Ystrad, was brought up charged wlth being in 
possession of unseasonable salmon. From the evidence, it appears. that early on 
Sunday morning, police-constable Jones (219) met Valentine driving a pony 
and cart down the street at Pontmorlais. Having suspicions, he cae the 
contents of the cart, and found therein three salmon weighing above 30lb., one 
being a little over 20lb. weight. He was taken into custody. At the time 
Valentine was driving from Breconshire, where it is supposed he shot the fish, 
as a five-chambered revolver with empty cartridges was found upon him. The 
accused was further charged with carrying firearms without a license. For the 
latter offence he was fined 40s. and costs, and for having the unseasonable salmon 
in his possession a further fine of 30s. for each fish was inflicted, with costs in 
each case, or the alternative of imprisonment in default of payment. 


I love to play the fish from the — 


pipiens 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


ACT ON THE SQUARE ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Several members of this society have been trying their skill during the past holi- 
days, but with two exceptions it has been unrewarded. Mr. R. Mills, one jack of 
21b. from Broxbourne, and myself one specimen roach of I1b. 6oz. as the result of a 
whole day at West Drayton, the bitter winds preventing the fish from feeding, and 
not making it very pleasant for the angler by the water’s edge. Better sport, I hope, 
for all anglers during the New Year.—A. GEORGE. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


There was a very good attendance of the members of this society at their club- 
house, the Georgeand Dragon, High-street, on Tuesday last, andamongst them was our 
old friend. C. J. Dean, after a long illness. Our friends of the Hammersmith United 
and the Portsmouth Waltonians will-no doubt be very pleased to hear that their 
old member is once more amongst us; we all gave him a hearty welcome, and 
wished him a happy and more prosperous New Year.. The minutes of the previous 
meeting having been read and confirmed, it was resolved to have a competition on 
Thursday, the 8th, at Twickenham, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., from punts only, all fish 
to weigh, and on Friday, the 9th, to have a supper ; all members to give in their 
names for the competition on or before Tuesday, the 6th. The takes of fish were 
then read over, from which it appeared that Messrs. W. and E. Eydmann had taken 
some roach at Datchet. A very fine show of chub was weighed in by Mr. W. 
Robinson of 22, weighing 32lb. 130z. On Tuesday evening last there was some fifty 
members and friends took part in an excellent smoking concert, this being the most 
successful up to the present time which we have had this season. The members are 
requested to meet at 8 p.m, next Tuesday to make final arrangements for the com- 
petition on the 8th._—W. E. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The next committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, January 
5th, at nine o’clock. I have great pleasure in stating that I have made the necessary 
arrangements with the South-Eastern Railway Company for starting with the new 
privilege granted by them tothe two associations. Full particulars of stations, 
fares, and all information will be published next week. Secretaries will oblige 
by sending as early as possible names of members requiring the privilege ticket for 
that railway.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 3s. 1d. 
from the donation box of the Gresham Angling Society. The next meeeting 
of the committee will take place on Friday evening, January 9th, 1885, at nine 
o’clock,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st a few of our members fished at Hgham for prizes given by Messrs. 
Plumstead and Castell, Mr. Chambers winning the first prize with roach, dace, 
and gudgeon ; Mr. Robson second, with roach ; the third prize was not won. On the 
28th we had only two members out : Mr. McDonnell had three jack from the Stort, 
and Mr. Castell a few roach. Our club-house haying changed hands, we intend to 
haye a complimentary meeting of anglers to give our new landlord a house-warm- 
ing. The date will be given next week.—CAs. 


: CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Christmas entertainment announced for Monday last, the 29th ult., took 
place on that evening, and, in all respects, was a most enjoyable one. The spacious 
elub-room was tastefully decorated with flowers, ferns, &c. The first part of the pro- 
gramme consisted in yocal and instrumental music, which was most ably rendered by 
members and friends. Mr. C. J. Winterbottom opening proceedings by the selection 
from “ Faust” upon a grand pianoforte. Mr. Bedford followed, with ‘“ Welcome 
Ever Welcome Friends,” which he sung with great taste ; Miss Howse then sang 
‘“‘My Love is Come,” which was much appreciated ;. Mr. T, Harrington gave “How 
Paddy Stole the Rope,” and, in response to an encore, gave another very funny comic 
song, causing great laughter by the excellent manner in which he sang these songs, 
accompanying himself upon the pianoforte with his encore song. Mr, Chilling- 
worth was warmly applauded with “The Englishman”; and Mr. Hargraves played 
most artistically a selection “ Drinking,” on the bassoon; an enthusiastic encore 
being demanded, he complied with variations on “ Ruddier than the Cherry.” » This 
gentleman’s excellent performance was one of the treats of the evening. Mr. 
Springbelt brought the first part of the concert to a close by singing, in his usual 
splendid manner, “The Stirrup Cup.” An interval of ten minutes was then 
allowed for refreshments, conversation, &c., a buffet being very tastefully arranged 
at one end of the room, at the termination of which Mr, A. W, Parker delivered his 
interesting and instructive lecture explanatory of the various dissolving views, 
which were beautifully shown.by limelight by Mr. Mason, of Stoke Newington. 
Owing to the very favourable size of the end of the room upon which the pictures 
were projected, their exhibition was strikingly successful, and the audience were 
loud in their praise of the same. The lecturer also was loudly applauded during, 
and at the completion of, the lecture. Miss Algar, Miss Howse, and Mr. Chilling- 
worth assisted with appropriate songs, ‘‘ The Miller and the Maid,” by Miss Howse, 
being especially well received. Mr. B, A, Parker was warmly applauded for his 
accompaniments on the fairy bells. After another interval of ten minutes, the 
second part of the concert was held, when the before-mentioned singers and 
instrumentalists again acquitted themselves in a most pleasing manner ; the addition 
of a comic song, in character, very funnily sung by Mr. Forrester, caused roars of 
laughter. Mr. G. Chambers, who occupied the chair, at the commencement stated 
the reason for his occupying that position was from a misconception as to its date 
by Mr. R. B. Marston, who had promised Mr. Howse to occupy that position, adding 
that the old adage, “from evil came good,” was exemplified in this case, as Mr. 
Marston, in a very courteous and friendly letter to Mr. Howse, after expressing 
his regret for his absence, as explained above, had very kindly offered to prepare 
and read a paper on “Some Old Angling Books,” at a future meeting of our 
society. This announcement was received with great applause. The entire 
entertainment was thoroughly enjoyed by the very large audience, who testified 
the same by their hearty applause. The spacious room was somewhat inconve- 
niently crowded, upwards of 250 members and friends being present. Mr. A. W. 
Parker proposed a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman for the very efficient and 
graceful manner in which he had conducted the duties of the “chair.” This was 
most warmly carried, and the “ National Anthem” brought a most enjoyable evening 
to a close soon after 11 p.m.—HENRY Howss, hon. sec. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Not much fish to hand lately, although several members braved the elements. 
Mr. Wellman had a pretty jack 8lb. loz., and Mr. Maslin, chub, &c., 2lb. 100z, The 
competition for our annual Christmas prizes was well contested. The Ist prize 
was kindly given by Mr. Withers, and was won by Mr, L. Boisseau, with chub and 
roach 6lb, 100z., one chub 2lb. 100z.; 2nd, Mr. Wakeford, with 4lb. dace from 
Twickenham ; 3rd, Mr. Maslin; 4th, Mr. Moore. The 5th prize was not taken. Mr. 
Banfield might have been second, but failed to weigh in, having forgotten the limited 
time, 9 toll. Smoking concerts will now commence, and I trust all members will 
attend on Thursday next to open the ball. The -prize-givers were Messrs. Withers, 
Moore, Wilson, Maslin, and Speed.—W. Mastin, sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A meeting of this society was held on Monday evening, the 22nd December, at 
the Duke’s Head Hotel, Quay, the president, Dr. Mitchell, occupying the chair. 
According to instructions given him, the honorary secretary, Mr. John Lee, wrote 
Edward Boult, Esq., Winterton Hall, to grant the members of the society permission 
to fish a match on Higham Sounds for pike and perch, any time convenient to 
himself in the month of January. In answer to Mr. Lee’s communication, the fol- 
lowing highly satisfactory reply was received by him from Mr. Boult :— 


“ Winterton, 19th Dec., 1884. 
“DEAR Str,—Yours of the 18th to hand. Have much pleasure in allowing you to 
fish your match off on Heigham Sounds.—Yours truly, 
“J. Lee, Esq.” “ EDWARD BouLt, 


This letter having been read at the meeting, a hearty and unanimous vote of thanks 
was forthwith accorded Mr. Boult for his extreme kindness. It was then proposed 
by the president, and seconded by Mr. Tooley, that the inauguration dinner should 
be held on Thursday, the 22nd January, instead of on Thursday, the 7th, as had 
been previously arranged. Members and their friends who wish to be present will 
please carefully note this. Reports received from several of the fishing stations go 
to show that pike and perch are now well on the feed. Anglers. who take an 
interest in this class of sport should early supply themselves with a stock of live- 
bait, as after a severe frost it will be almost impossible to procureany. Dr. Mitchell 
weighed in 35lb. caught in some private. water near Aylsham, There were seven, 
the heaviest weighing 121b.—S, M, 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall-street. The attendance was 
not large, doubtless owing to the holiday season. The minutes and other business 
having been quickly disposed of, the remainder of the evening was spent in a very 
agreeable manner.—H, 


GOLDEN BARBEL. 

Some of the members of this society have been having some good sport during the 
last 10 days, On the 2Ist the trays were nicely decorated with roach, perch, and 
dace from the Colne and the Thames by Messrs. Chapman, Fowler, and J. Green. On 
the 28th Mr. J. Green was again to the front with roach and dace; T. Bigsby, 
jack ; J. Roach, roach ; R, Perkins, a fine jack, turning the scale at 13lb. This has 
gone to J. Lancaster’s. H. Stanton had one going 10lb. On the 30th F, Kemp and 
J. Jones hada turn in the tidal water, the result being a nice take of roach and 
dace. J. Green, at his old swim on the 30th, got a splendid take of roach and dace. 
Brayo, Joe! “ A Happy New Year” to-one and all from—PIXxIE, 

, et 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished off their Christmas prizes on the 21st ult., “go 
where you please,” with the following results :—Mr. J. Smart, Ist, taking 171b. of 
beef, two bottles of spirits, and one dozen cigars, given by Mr. Snook; Mr. Gun- 
trip, 2nd, taking 15lb. of beef and two bottles of spirits; Mr. J. Bell, 8rd, 12Ib. of 
beef and one bottle of gin; Mr. G. Green, 4th, 12lb. leg of mutton; Mr. J. Baker, 
5th, 12lb. leg of pork ; Mr. W. Wheeler, 6th, 121b. leg of pork ; Mr. Barrington, 7th, 
leg of mutton and groceries, value £1 1s. 0d.; Mr. Devon, 8th, leg of mutton ; Mr. 
R. Murphy, 9th, goose, 15lb.; Mr. D. Sims, 10th, two bottles of spirits ; Mr. May- 
bury, Mr. King, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. Howe, and Mr. Hewett taking 5s. each, and all 
were given up on the 23rd ult., and you may be sure the winners were well-pleased 
to receive such seasonable prizes, and all those that competed deserved one, for the 
weather was most severe. Onthe 21st ult., Mr. Snook brought up-a good show of 
roach; on the 28th ult., Mr. Snook, a good show of roach, 12lb.; Mr. Ernest 
Holmes, 10lb.; Mr. Maybury, 13lb. of good roach. Trusting we shall all havea 
more prosperous New Year,—I am, &c.—R. MurRpHy. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Very few members were out on the 28th, Mr. W. High saying the society from 
a blank with just under 12lb. of fine roach. The diploma and medals from 
the Fisheries Exhibition are now framed, and to be seen in the club-room.— 
R. GHURNEY, sec, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We had a good gathering at last week’s meeting, when Mr. Ellinger presented to 
the ,library that magnificent and valuable werk, ‘“ British Freshwater Fishes,” by 
the Rey. H. Houghton, M.A., F.L.8.. This generous gift proves the class of members 
which compose this association, and are pillows upon which the success and pros- 
perity of it may securely rest. The annual meeting is fixed for January 8th at 
20 o’clock (new reckoning), or 8 p.m. prompt. Many important matters will come 
before this meeting for decision, amongst them being the date of opening the trout 
fishing in the reservoir and the regulations for the same ; the election of president, 
vice-president, officers, and committee for 1888 ; life membership ; revision of rules, 
&e., &c. I hope, therefore, every member will make it a point to be present, 
Wishing you, Mr. Editor, and all anglersa Happy New Year. With us here 1884 has 
been a very indifferent season indeed, and has seen a most fatal blow dealt at all 
provincial angling associationsin the withdrawal by the railway companies of the 
aes of anglers’ cheap fares. May it increase their dividends——R. WOoOLFALL, 

on, sec. 


MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Three of the members—Messrs. Agland. Martin, and Boorman—took 8$lb., 431b., 
and 38lb, of jack, respectively, at Edenbridge, Kent, on the 28th ult. The rudd, 
weighing 2lb. 10}0z., taken by Mr. George Williamson, has been preserved, and may 
be seen at the society’s room any Thursday evening. 


OTAGO ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
(We are indebted to a correspondent at Dunedin for the following notes.) 

The above association is showing signs of renewed vitality, and many of the 
members are giving a good account of the denizens of the different streams in this 
district. There has been a considerable accession of members to the ranks this 
season, including some who are comparatively tyros at the gentle art, and 
others who have a reputation earned on rivers in the Old Country, The 
first competition of the season was held on Friday last. There were three prizes to 
be competed for—the first afly-rod given for the heaviest basket of trout, the second 
a pair of wading boots for the next heaviest weight, and the third a fly-book for 
the heaviest half-dozen. Fifteen members entered for this competition, the 
majority of whom chose the Shag as the scene of their operations, and the following 
were the returns sent in to the secretary :—Samuel Thomson, Shag—36 fish, weight, 
32lb. 20z.; Robert Chisholm, Shag—29 fish, weight 21lb. 80z.; W. Digby Smith, 
Shag—l1 fish, weight, 211b. loz. ; G. M. Marshall, Shag—t14 fish, weight, 201b. 7oz. ; 
P. F. Stoddart, Shag—l14 fish, weight, 16lb. ; W. Carlton, Shag—12 fish, weight, 111b. ; 
G. Munro, Shag—7 fish, weight 91b. 60z. ; Alexander Hutton, Shag—16 fish, weight, 
7lb. 140z.; R. A. Johnston, Waiwera—2 fish, weight, 6lb.; J. A. Connell, Shag— 
3 fish, weight, 3lb. 1430z. The prizes were awarded as follows :—First, Mr. 8. 
Thomson ; second, Mr. R. Chisholm ; heaviest half-dozen, Mr. W. D. Smith—his six 
weighing 16lb. Mr. Marshall came next for this prize with 12Ib. loz. ; Mr.G. Munro next 
with 91b. The next competition of the season will take place on the 28th November, when 
a valuable gold medal, offered by the Acclimatisation Society, will be competed for. 
The Association has offered another medal as a second prize, as it is desired to en- 
courage fly-fishing pure and simple ; and the conditions prescribed by the Society 
are that nothing but artificial fly shall be used as a lure, and that the Waipahi River 


< 


10 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


(Jan. 3, 1885. 


2 ———————————— ess... 


shall be the water fished. It is to be hoped that a large muster of anglers will be 
found on the banks of the Waipahi on this occasion, in order that our Colonial 
sportsmen may show the Home champions what may be done with the fly on the 
streams stocked with fish brought 16,000 miles, and successfully acclimatised in what 
has been called the Britain of the South. ; as 

Mr. Donne, of Gore, landed a beautiful fish last week from the Waikaka, weighing 
over 91b. Many are of opinion that it was of the salmon species, the flesh being of a 
bright pink colour. A gentleman from Invereargill (Mr. Donald MacGregor) took 
a basket of fourteen from the Otamete streaim on Saturday, the largest fish weighing 
about 51b, 

ANGLING COMPETITION. 


The first competition of the Clutha Angling Club (fly-fishing only) took place on 
Tuesday, with the following results :—Mr. James King, 9 fish, 33lb. 120z., Puerua 
Stream; Mr. James Kim, 8 fish, 211b. 20z., Waiwera Stream ; Mr. Robert Mason, 
16 fish, 17lb. 20z., Waiwera; Mr. Alexander King, 4 fish, 13lb. l1oz., Puerua ; 
Mr. John Low, 6 fish, 121b. 140z., Puerua. ; 

Mr. D. Cosgrove, of Maheno, has been very successful with the rod this season, 
having caught 16 fish, weighing altogether 701b. On Monday evening he secured 
a fine fish weighing 71b. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out during the holidays, but there was nothing done 
worth recording. An open match will be fished on the 4th for club prizes, I trust 
we shall begin the new year well. Members are requested to give in their names to 
the chairman if they wish to take part in the “ Supper ” match.—GADFLyY, 


PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

Very little doing lately, a few roach, dace, and jack only being weighed in. 
Christmas now being over, our members have settled down in earnest again. On 
the 28th ult. Mr. George Bentley captured 22lb. loz. of roach and dace ; Mr. Joseph 
Keen, 81b. of roach ; Messrs, Slater, Grist, Bartrip, Reed, and Milton having afew roach, 
dace, and jack. All members are requested to attend next Tuesday evening, Jan. 
6th, for important business —W. ELBOURN, sec. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place on Monday evening last, at 
Ashley’s Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs. Fennings, 
Pattisson, Gillatt, Goodger, Foreman, H. B. Brown, Sachs, Gray, Blundell, Jesse, 
C. C. Blundell, Adington, Huggett, Lander (hon. sec.), Bennett, Rev. G. Sumner, 
Harden, &c., &c. Mr. Sachs introduced a Canadian gentleman as visitor. ‘“ One 
A.M.” was unanimously voted to the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. The chairman announced the half-yearly general meeting, 
which will take place here on Monday, 5th January next, at 8 o'clock. He pointed 
it out as a duty that each member ought to attend the general meetings. Several 
other members spoke to the same purpose. Members are therefore particularly 
requested to attend on the date mentioned. The business to be considered will be as 
follows :—To receive the financial statement of the treasurer ; to elect the officers 
and committee for the ensuing year ; to fix date and place of annual dinner ; to elect 
chairman and vice-chairman for same ; to vote the club prizes for the ensuing year. 
The chairman next proposed “ The Health of the Successful Angler, Mr. Huggett,” 
who had a small show of chub on the table. Mr. Huggett had much pleasure in 
rising to reply. The tray of four chub was for about half a day’s fishing; he 
returned three others, nearly 1lb. each, to the river. The fish were not at all well 
on the feed ; they would just nibble the bait without taking the same into their 
mouth. The few fish which did bite were soon brought to grass. He thanked them 
for their kindness in associating his name with the toast. Mr. Jesse gave some of 
his experiences in jack fishing. Fishing with his friend, Mr. C. C. Blundell, in 
Surrey, they had a great number of runs, but he only succeeded in taking three 
fish. They were fishing with snap, and the jack running small it was difficult to 
take them. The chairman gave a humorous description of some angling pictures he 
received as Christmas cards amidst much laughter. Mr. H. B. Brown stated that 
the Midland rivers were out of condition for angling. The water, although low, 
‘was anything but clear, and the fish dead off. ‘The Continued Prosperity of the 
Piscatorial Society ” was next proposed and duly honoured. Mr. Fennings suggested 
that the older members of the society should compile a history of same from its 
commencement. He suggested Mr. Sachs, whose knowledge of the society extended 
over many years, should take the matter in hand. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Goodger pro- 
posed “ The health of the Chairman,” and wished that gentleman and every member 
of the society ‘‘ A very happy New Year.” The chairman thanked Mr. Goodger, and 
thoroughly reciprocated his kind wishes. Mr. R. E. Booker (who arrived late) 
showed a nice tray of pike from public waters, the largest weighing nearly 8lb. Mr. 
Huggett proposed the health of Mr. Booker as one of the successful anglers of 
the society. Mr. Booker suitably replied, and our last meeting of the year 
1884 was brought to a‘close. Messrs. H. B. Brown, Foreman, and Harden are 
going on the war-path on Wednesday to finish up the year. May they have good 
sport !—T. H. 





PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The fortnightly meeting of this club was held at the Old English Gentleman 
Inn on Monday last, Mr. J. Cadman in the chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. J. O. Manton and Mr. Sigall (a Russian 
violinist) were elected as members. Messrs. Shelcross, Clemson, Aston, and Hancock 
were duly proposed and seconded as members, and their election will be proceeded 
with at the next meeting. The annual subscription of £2 2s. was ordered to be paid 
to the Trent Fishery Board. Several important matters were discussed. The 
chairman also read several extracts from the FISHING GAZETTE, after which the 
members held another very successful smoking concert. Mr. Jackson, who is now 
a member of the club, presided at the piano, and accompanied the various pieces 
admirably. Mr. Bland gave ‘“ Bread, Cheese, and Ale,” after which Mr. Sigall 
played two violin solos—yiz., ‘“‘ Home, Sweet Home,” and “The Blue Bells of Scot- 
land,” with variations, and achieved a great success, rendering both in a really 
first-class style. Mr. Mason sang “The Maid and the Magpie,” and Mr. Fawcett 
gave “The Niggardly Nigger.” The National Anthem was then sung, and the 
company separated, much pleased with the evening’s amusement. Members are 
particularly requested to attend the next meeting, and be there in good time.— 
THOS. WHYMAN, hon. sec, 





RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting held on the 24th, Mr. Flower in the chair, it was decided that the 
prizes offered by Messrs. C. A. Pocock, Flowers, Hotham, and Diggins for com- 
petition on the 28th, be competed for at Old Windsor, members to be allowed to fish 
how they like, both sides of the river. 28th—Result of competition :—lst, Mr. R. 
Smith, with 23lb.of nice roach from the bank ; 2nd, Mr. C. A. Pocock, with roach ; 
3rd, H. Flowers, with roach. 3lst—Discussion as to payment of certain accounts 
just received, and to make arrangements for future competition for this season, 
Members present : Messrs. Chantry, Hotham, Grant, Flowers, Smith, Pocock, 
Bastock, &c. The Chantry “Resters” are now ready, and can be had of—PIXIE. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very successful smoking concert took place at our headquarters on December 
23rd, when the lucky competitors in the “Christmas Sweepstake” were pre- 
sented with their winnings, in the form of such substantial fare as turkeys, geese, 
ducks, &c., &e. Then followed the harmony. Messrs. Hallam and White opened 
the evening with a duet on the piano and violin, which was loudly applauded. Mr. 
Beal then gave a comic song; Mr, Hallam followed him with “ The Powder 


Monkey.” Mr. Millard (our late secretary) sang a very funny comic song in a very 
comic and funny manner ; he was followed by Mr. Moore, with a song that was a 
fayourite with the members, “Many Years Ago.” Mr. Healey then sang in a very 
able manner, “ The Skipper and His Boy”; and close on his heels came Mr. Carter, 
who has a most magnificent voice and a very pleasing manner with it, and sang 
“Sailing” in such style that he was loudly encored. He was followed by the 
chairman and vice. The latter then called on Mr. Keiley, who sang “Tom 
Bowling” in such a masterly manner that some of the visitors who had not the 
pleasure of that gentleman’s acquaintance thought it was Sims Reeves disguised ; 
after which Mr. Kemp, a visitor, presented two prizes, one for the gross weight of 
the remaining portion of the season, the other for the largest jack. Messrs. Moore, 
Wood, Keiley, and others offered prizes, which were duly entered on the books. Then 
followed a vote of thanks to the above-named gentlemen, also to the two who 
kindly came forward as instrumentalists. Mr. Hallam wound up a very jolly 
evening with “ Auld Lang Syne,” in which everyone in the room joined—W, H. 
RIDER. 


STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members went down to the society’s water at Haywood on Boxing- 
day, for a day’s pike fishing, and some fair sport was had, Mr. R. Wallace taking first 
honours with a nice catch of about 211b., one fish, a magnificent fellow, weighing 
14lb. The fish seemed to strike remarkably short, consequently many a nice one was 
lost through being slightly hooked. The party arrived home about 8 o’clock, in nice 
time for the smoking concert iannounced to take place for that evening. Mr. 
G. B. Underhill occupied the chair, and a nice company was present. Some songs 
were givenand a very pleasant evening was passed. Mr. Wallace’s fish, which was on 
the table during the evening, formed a very pretty picture, and was greatly admired 
by all who saw it. A vote of thanks to the chairman brought the entertainment to 
aclose. The next entertainment will take place on Tuesday, January 13th, when a 
grand programme is fully anticipated.—J. HoOLLins, hon. sec. 


a 
WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society held its bi-annual meeting on Wednesday last, 31st ult., for the dis- 
tribution of club and special prizes offered during the; half-year to the successful 
competitors. An excellent supper was provided by Mr. A. Coleman, sen., in his 
usual praiseworthy manner, to which the partakers appeared to do ample justice. 
The room was very tastefully decorated with bunting and various articles used 
in the sport. After the cloth was removed, the president presented the prizes, 
which consisted of monies and some very handsome and useful articles, to the 
successful members. A large numbers of prizes were then promised by members 
and friends present for the coming three months, which will be announced in 
the usual manner. The remainder of the evening was most enjoyably spent, 
terminating in the small hours. Mr. Clark’s prize of 10s. for the heaviest weight 
of fish will be competed for on the 11th inst., any water.—JOHN GUYVER, sec 








A FISHERY PROSECUTION AT MAIDENHEAD. 


Joun Ayres and William Ayres, of North Town, had been summoned for 
having attempted to take fish, on Sunday, the 7th ult., from a piece of water 
called Islake Hole, in which Mr. John Webster has a private right of fish- 
ing. 

‘Mr. F. R. Spender prosecuted on behalf of the Maidenhead; Cookham, and 
Bray Thames Angling Association, and Mr. Algernon 8. Poyser defended. 

Mr. Poyser called for the production of a deed showing that Mr. Webster 
had the private right claimed on his behalf. 

Mr. Spender put in the authority given by Mr. Webster to the Angling Asso- 
ciation, but Mr. Poyser pressed his contention that the right of Mr. Webster 
must be demonstiated. 

The evidence was, however, taken. 

Joseph Gill, water-bailiff, said he saw the two men poking the ditch with 
long poles, and that they had a net. 

Wallace Wingrove corroborated this. 

Mr. Poyser contended that the case was one of mistaken identity, and in 
proof he called Mrs. Moorcock, who said that John Ayres was at home from 
three o’clock till half-past six on the 7th inst. 

The magistrates, however, decided to convict, and imposed a fine of 40s. each, 
with 10s. 6d. costs. The alternative was a month’s hard labour, and the men 
went down. 





THE FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT. 


Tuer following are the by-laws proposed by the Board of Conservators of the 
Severn Fishery District to be adopted for that district :— 

No. 1 limits the nets to be used for catching freshwater fish to draught nets, 
coracle nets, bush or beating nets, fixed nets for taking eels, and landing nets, 
as auxiliary to ‘angling with rod and line; draught nets not to exceed 100 
yards in length and 8 yards in depth, coracle nets 30 yards by 8 yards, and bush 
nets 80 yards by 8 yards. 

No. 2. No nets other than landing nets and fixed nets for taking eels to 
have a less mesh than i}in. from knot to knot, measured when the net is 
wet. 

No. 3. Fixed modes or instruments, except a fixed trap in any weir, pro- 
hibited from June 25 to December 31 ; and the use of wheels or putcheons laid 
on the apron of any weir for taking lamperns prohibited between March 1 and 
August 31. 

No. 4. No fishing, except with rod and line, within 100 yards above and 
200 yards below any weir, dam, natural or artificial obstruction across the 
stream, or in the head-run or tail-run of any mill. ; 

The above regulations are to apply to the whole of the district, and the fol- 
lowing apply only to parts of the district :— 

No. 5. No fishing, except with rod and line, to be permitted in so much of the 
district as is situated within the counties of Montgomery, Denbigh, Radnor, 
and Hereford, except to the owner of the water, or “persons duly authorised 
by him in writing.” 

No. 6. The owner of the water or persons authorised as above only to be 
permitted to fish in any mode other than by rod and line in so much of the 
district as is situated in the county of Salop (excepting that part that lies in 
the borough of Shrewsbury), and in the counties of Stafford, Worcester, and 
Gloucester, other than the river Severn itself. 

No. 7. Within the Parliamentary borough of Shrewsbury, rod and line fishing 
alone permitted. 

No. 8. No nets, except fixed eel nets, and landing nets, and movable nets for 
taking shad to be used for freshwater fish in the main river Severn in the 
counties of Stafford, Worcester, and Gloucester, except between June 16 and 
August 31st. 

Any person offending against the above by-laws to be liable to a penalty of 
£5, and all nets, instruments, and devices, and all fish caught or found in pos- 
session of the offenders to be liable to seizure and forfeiture. 
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NOTES ON THE COQUET, THE TYNE, SALMON 
4 STRIKING, &c. 


I sEND you a few notes on the past season on Coquet, and a few other jottings, 
which may be of interest to many of your numerous readers, the more especially 
so as the latter part of the Coquet season has not appeared in your notes. 

It is almost needless to say that, owing to want of water, the trout fishing 
here, asin almost all parts, has been of comparatively poor description. A few 
really good baskets were had, clear water fishing with the worm ; but, with the 
exception of the very early part of the season, fly-fishing has produced but poor 
results. Now thatthe season is over, however, we can ‘console ourselves that 
the many grand fish which should have gone to help the baskets are still to be 
caught, and will afford some brother of the angle sport in the near future. 

As with the trout, so with the salmon and bull trout—very few running 
until near the end of the season. When in October, however, we had a little 
rain, such a quantity of fish came up as I believe has never before been seen in 
Coquet. In the weir pool at Felton, when the water fell, they could be counted 
in thousands, some computing them in that pool alone from 7,000 to 10,000 
fish. And not only was this pool so stocked, but all the pools held immense 
quantities. I had two days among them when we got water, with the miser- 
able result of two fish, 7 and 9lb. ; and although they were in such vast quantities 
and rising all over the pool, I could not touch another fish. This I can only 
account for by the fact that being so late in running, and having the call ef 
nature so strong on them, they were constantly moving ; also that the floods 
were too small, as I always find that these small floods are productive of little 
sport—it prevents the fish from settling. A few days later, however, on the 
higher reaches of the Coquet at Rothbury, great sport was had. I append 
extract from the Newcastle Daily Journal :— 

“On the latter part of October I had bad luck in the Tyne, the worst I ever 
experienced, for although the water held by little rains in that condition in 
which I have had great sport, yet I fished for five conseeutive days continuously, 
from light till dark, and never moved a fish. On the sixth, the water seemed 
all too low, and I thought I would have to record a blank week. But how little 
do we know about salmon and their various moods, and how often can we 
remember the curious and almost—nay, apparently hopeless—conditions under 
which we killed some grand fish, when water, wind, and weather seemed all 
against us, and some less keen angling companion had said, ‘‘ Come, let us 
give it up ; we are only wasting time, and you have already fished that pool three 
times!” Yet I never heed, but keep pegging away, and it generally turns out 
that I come across a fish when least expected. There is nothing like persever- 
ance, and the best stayer generally wins. So full of these reflections and an 
earnest desire to score after so much bad luck, I put up a very small ‘‘ Poynder” 
on a four-yard single gut line, and landed, from 10 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., three fish, 
43, 7,and 25lb. The large fish gave most excellent sport for an hourand a half, 
and proved a very fine-conditioned, clean-run one, and amply repaid me for the 
blank days. 

I have read with much interest the letters of Major 'Traherne, Mr. Kelson, 
Mr. Malloch, &c., on ‘‘ Striking a Salmon,” and fully agree with Major Traherne 
and Mr. Malloch that a salmon almost always strikes himself, and the only con- 
ditions under which it is necessary to strike is in slow-running, deep water ; 
otherwise I never strike, but fish by the feel, and simply give a good, steady 
pull as the fish does. This is the style I was taught years ago by an old salmon 
fisher, and well do I remember that “red letter day.” I killed nine fish from 
ten rises ; the tenth only saved his skin by getting round a rock, and as it was 
getting dark [had to break. 

I cannot get on with the strike-from-the-winch style, and tried it often this 
past season in trout fishing, but soon returned to the old plan of holding the 
line between the first and second finger. I like a very easy check reel, and prob- 
ably my reel was not stiff enough to do it well. I, too, like Mr. Malloch, 
have tried this past two seasons the double hooks, and have gone back to the 
single, the principal objection being that they were so bad for getting on the 
stones, and thereby losing their points, and from their greater weight I found 
Icould not fish many casts where the water was light and just covered the 
stones ; they would get fast. Besides, I found I could not rise so many fish. 
This, I suppose, is because they do not look so nice and lively as a single wire 
hook. JOHN JAMES Harpy, 


THE TROUT STREAMS OF ABERDEENSHIRE. 


THE LITTLE WATER O’ GIGHT. 





THERE are few streams in the eastern division of the county worthier 
the attention of the angler for trout than the subject of our present 
sketch. The results of many an excursion to the Little Water 
warrant us in saying “it needs only to be known to be appreciated,” 
and we have every assurance that those anglers, no matter how 
limited their acquirements in the art may be, who turn thither and 
make it the scene of their piscatorial exploits during the trouting 
season, will readily bear out the remark. In popularity we may say 
it suffers a great deal, except locally, in respect that it is little known 
in consequence of its remoteness from any travelling centre, as also 
for want of anything like first-class lodging or hotel accommodation 
near by. From the last fortnight in April till the end of June such 
anglers as visit the lower and middle reaches of the “ Water o’ Gight” are 
invariably rewarded for their enterprise. The travelling facilities of the district, 
though far from good, are yet sufficient ; but the erection of a small hotel, an 
angler’s rest, at a point near Cairnbanno House, and the reconstruction of the 
existing one at the Little Water, those knowing the exigencies of the locality 
in this respect will hold to be greatly needed. But without further digression 
we must needs proceed. 

After issuing from a few springs of limpid purity at Whitestones, a mile and 
a half south-east of the village of New Byth, the infant stream courses south- 
ward, skirting for some distance the western base of the Red Hill, and receiving 
anumber of tiny streamlets. Onward,for a couple of miles or more, it is 
known as the Burn of Allathan. Near a place called the Dam Brigs, the 
Cairncake Burn is received from the west or Cuminestown direction. The 
highway between Turriff and Maud Junction is quite close to this point. A 
mile or two farther on and the stream becomes known as the Burn of Cairn- 
banno. Indeed, so often does the name change, that of its length of eleven 
miles only a third, that nearest its mouth, is locally known as the Water o’ 
Gight. 

The Little Water receives a great many affluents, fed in the first place by 
numerous small streams. It can therefore be imagined that it drains a con- 
siderable tract of country, and that its lower reaches approach the proportions 
of a small low country river. 


Lord Aberdeen, and Fordyce of Brucklay Castle, the chief riparian pro- 
prietors, generously accord liberty to fish (without asking) ; but an understand- 
ing exists that crops or fences shall not be damaged. The angler can carry 
away all seasonable fish of whatever kind. Andrew Murray, Esq., of Allathan, 
owns a portion of the upper water, and obligingly leaves it open. In the lower 
reaches of the Allathan and Cairncake Burns good sport among fair-sized trout 
is often got, particularly when the water is somewhat muddy. There is scarcely 
sufficient breadth of water to admit of fly-fishing being practised successfully 
hereabouts. Temporary lodgings ata cottage or farmhouse is the only con- 
venient accommodation. New Deer on the east, and Cuminestown on the 
west, are distant 3} miles by a direct route. Hiring at these places, and pretty 
good hotel fare at a reasonable figure, can always be had. The scenery along 
the upper half of the stream and for miles around has a bare and uninviting 
appearance. Except the Red Hill, as yet only partly reclaimed, the land is 
everywhere well cultivated. More wood than it at present possesses would 
greatly improve the appearance of the district. 

The reach of water between the Bridge of Greens and the weir at New Mill 
farm, fully two miles in extent, is well stocked with very nice trout. On this 
stretch in May or June, if a westerly or north-westerly breeze prevails, good 
baskets with fly or worm may be counted on with certainty. The Burn of 
Greens falls in near the bridge on the west side. Two miles farther down the 
addition of the Tillyfar Burn from the north-east considerably increases the 
volume of the stream. This burn is formed by the union of the Knaven and 
Auchmunziel Burn with the Slacks Burn, both of which have a course of about 
three miles, and in their lower waters afford the bottom fisher good sport almost 
at any time. If lodgings near at hand cannot be procured, New Deer, distant 
about three miles, is the best place to stay at. About Cairnbanno and New 
Mill good sea-trout fishing is got, after heavy spates in October. Salmon 
cannot get farther up the stream than the dam dykes at Cairnbanno Mills. 

A short distance below New Mill the Middlemuir Burn falls in, and the 
Little Water proper may be said to commence. Here the stream, though 
increased in volume, gets more hemmed in on either side. It then shows some 
splendid tortuosities as it courses along for a mile or two through a narrow 
marshy valley. At the lower end of this howe it receives the tribute waters of 
the Millbrex Burn. Anon, through the Old Bridge, the “ Miller’s Pot,” and 
the Dens of Ardo, it proceeds apace till the valley of Gight is reached, and with 
ne waters of the pearly Ythan it incorporates itself, and eastward flows on to 

e sea, 

In the best angling months the result of an average day’s sport on the lower 
and middle sections of the Little Water might be estimated at six dozen trout 
sealing 13lb. or 141b. The general weight is from 30z. to 5oz., but heavier ones 
are plentiful. They, however, never take freely except early in the season, or 
when the water is coloured to some extent. When spates are frequent in the 
autumn, salmon and sea-trout force their way up the stream. Salmon rarely 
take the fly in the Little Water—Brown’s Phantom suits best ; and large lob or 
dew worms are deadly bait for sea-trout. The best flies for the brook trout are 
hare-lug, Professor, black spider, orange body and woodcock wing, red body 
and teal wing. From its source to its embouchure the Little Water main- 
tains a southerly course in the main. Its twisting and winding reaches are 
not the best for trout. Straight sharp-run parts are generally very good. 
Long grass grows abundantly along the banks in many places, and late in the 
season, say after the end of June, interferes greatly with casting. Other 
than this there is nothing in the shape of twig, shrub, or tree to cause the 
angler annoyance, except for a short distance at one or two places. The fact 
that the Little Water does not possess much abraisive power, though fed by 
numerous affluents, is accounted for by the level nature of the surrounding 
country. Best routes from Aberdeen—by rail to Fyvie, and hire or walk four 
miles ; by rail to Maud Junction, then hire seven miles. Rod season, Feb. 25 to 
October 31, W. M. 


GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE. or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE, 


for the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me. 
Inafew days I was quite well.’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 43. 8d., 
1ls., and 21s. each. 








An Amateur Angler’s| 
DAYS IN 


DOVEDALE. 


Being an Account of My Three Weeks’ 
Holiday in July and August, 1884. 
Imp. 32mo. Fcy. boards, Is. Limp 
leather-cloth, gilt edges, Is. 6d. 


*,* Also a Large-Paper Edition, printed on hand- 
made paper, parchment binding, price 5s. 


From the Standard, Dec. 24, 1884. 

«« An Amateur Angler's Days in Dove Dale,’ by 
E.M. (London; Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, 
and Rivington). Although this little volume may 
not be specially a Christmas book, it is eminently a 
holiday one, and would be a most appropriate 
present for any one, man or boy, fond of piscatorial 
pursuits. It may, indeed, be enjoyed almost as 
heartily by those wholly ignorant of the gentle art 
as by adepts. It is written in an exceptionally 
bright and genial style, and the author, although 
he professes to be as little skilled in the ways of 
Nature as of fish, must have been flying in the 
face of his inner promptings all his life, as his 
writings bespeak an intense love of Nature and a 
keen power of observation. A strong vein of quiet 
humour runs through the volume, mingled with 
thoughts sometimes serious, sometimes playful. | 
Altogether it is one of the most pleasantly written 
little books which we have read for a long time.” 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 





London ;: SAMPSON Low, MARsTON, & Co., 
188, Fleet Street, B.C. J. BERNARD AND SON, 
Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 


best quality. <A large Stock of Salmon 





JONES & CO., 
39, Duke St., S.W., London. 
: late of 
111, JERMYN STREET, S.W. 


Prizes awarded in 1851 and 1862 for 
Rods, Flies, and Tackle of unequalled 
excellence, 


and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 
Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order, 
Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACE, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies,) 
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FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each. 


“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 2Ib. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884. 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 3d, 4d. and 6d 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d 
each ; Best 8-plait Silk Line, 25 yards, Is., 1s. 3d. 
and ls. 6d. ; prepared ditto, 20 yards, 1s, ; stout, 1d. 
ayard; Good Gut, 12in., 1s. a hank, about 100 
strips, ld4in., 1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12in., 3s. 6d. ; 

14in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Eel hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal, 
Is. 100. Double Jack Hooks to Gimp, 14d. 
each, 1s. 8d, dozen; Treble ditto, 2d. each, Pennel 
Snaps, 23d.; Jardine, 8$d. each; Gut’ or Gimp 
Spinning Flights, 6d. each; Spoon Baits (Jack’s 
size), 9d.each ; Gut and Gimp Traces, 6d. each, 
FIsHING GAZETTE Gut and Gimp Traces, used 
with or without a lead, 4 swivels, 10d.; ditto 
Twisted Gut, stout or fine, ls. each ; 8in, Jack 
Float, 6d. 

WINCHES. — Nottingham, 
from 8d. 

HEATON’S PATENT REELS, “ Strike from the 
Winch,” and Heaton’s Patent Screw-joint Ferrule, 
capped up to #in., 1s. 6d. , 

Rods made to order or fitted with screw-joint 
ferrules. 

Price List free on application, 

Postage extra on all orders, and all must be 
accompanied by a remittance. 


All goods marked in plain figures. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


KINQG’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.R.IEL,’ and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,” by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this maybe “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor doesit pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each ; 
AND BY 


Wm. KING, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


from 6d.; Brass 





Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 





ISHURSTINE, for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 

men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies, 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and 1s, each. 


Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE 
Company, Limited, London. 





PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS. 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 
EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIS PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL. pu 
“ Dec. 24th, 1883, 

ADE’S “I have been troubled with ILLS, 


gout for the last forty years, 
ADE’S and in that time been under Pee 
nine doctors, and tried many 
ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing ’ ILLS, 
remedies, but I found no relief P 
ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S ILLS, 
PILLS, and since then I have 
ILLS 


ADE’S ailed nothing. 5 
(Signed) P 

ADE’S P ILLS, 

Pp ILLS, 


“FB. W. LONSDALE, 
“22, St. John-st., Preston,” 
ADE’S 
Do not be persuaded to take 
ADE’S any other Pills for the above Ri 
Ree. 





distressing painful disorders, 
ADE’S as “ Eade’s” haye been proved 
by thousands to be the safest 


ADE’S and most effectual remedy. ILLS. 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
ADE’S cine vendors, in bottles, 1s, 14d, ILLS. 


and 2s..9d. id 
GHORGE :BADE, 72, GORWELL ROAD, LONDON. 


NOW READY. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF 
Fly-Fishing for 
Sa/mon, Trout, & 
Grayling; 

With Notes on _ their 
Haunts, Habits, and His- 
tory. By Edward Hamil- 
ton, M.D., .F.L.8.;. &c. 
Illustrated by a Mezzotint 
Engraving by Francis Sey- 
mour Haden, Esq., and 
other Woodcuts. Small 
post 8vo, printed on hand- 
some paper by Whitting- 
ham, cloth extra, 6s, Also 
a Large-Paper Edition, of 
which only One Hundred 
Copies have been printed, and 
each Copy being numbered 
from One upwards; price, 


10s. 6d. 


LONDON : 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, & CO.,, 
188,. FLEET STREET, E.C. 


JAMES OGDEN 


FLY-TYING. 


“ This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and fish catching.” 
—FISHING GAZETTE, 

Can be had, post free, by sending 2s. 6d. in stamps to 
SAMPSON LOW and CO., 
188, Fleet Street, London. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
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iW AND HARNESS 
ii tis FITTINGS 
aS li and all other Metal 
sh ith 
“ARR wi 





BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, ‘BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d, per Pkt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH, 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B,—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


=| LONDON AND 
1} COUNTY 

See it| ADVANCE & 
fet DISCOUNT 
eee) COMPANY, 


sais LIMITED. 
ON ker oad ee ‘ =| Cash Advances 
he from £10. to £500, 
—j at moderate rates, 
= Bills 






























































discounted, 
Forms gratis. 


o7 & 58, CHANCERY LANE. 
JOHN STONE, Seo: 


SPECIALITIES 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL FISHING TACKLE MAKERS. 


Perk’s Registered Waterproof Lock 
Joint Trout Rods. 

The Patent “Climax” Fly Box. 

The Patent “Double Pulley” Spianing 
Rod End Ring. 

The Pateost Spring Hook Swivels, 
2s, per dozen. 
The Registered “Fishing Gazette” 

Live Bait Floats 
The “Fishing Gazette” Pliers. 
The New Pattern Baiting-Can for 





Barbel, &c. 


Courts naman Brown Rust-proof 
ooks. 
Gregory’s Flexible Trout and Pike 


Baits. 

The Marston’s Favourite Trout Rod. 

S. Allcock and Co.'s Cane Built Trout 
Rods, 103, 11, 114, and 12ft. 

S. Allcock and Co.’s Salmon Built Cane 
Rods, 17 and 18ft. 

S. Allcock and Co.’s Hall’s Improved 
Pattern Eyed-Hooks.. 


The Standard Waterproof Braided Trout and Salmon Lines, Warranted Pure Silk. 


S. Allcock and Co.’s Self-Locking 
“Patented.” 


Check and Plain Reel. 


Instructions.— First press the thumb-piece inwards, then give a 


quarter turn to right to throw off the check; by reversing the movement the check 


is put into position again. 


S.Allcock and Co.’s New Steel Collapsing Ring. There have been many 
objections to the different kinds of rings now in use, both from difficulty in folding 
and from their injuring the Net, butin this new pattern these objections have 


been overcome, 


Wood Jointed Landing Rings. A circular wood ring in four joints, with 
spring fasteners, making a compact and serviceable article, 


Trade Mark. 


S. Allcock and Co.'s Crank-Shank Needle-Eyed Hooks, “ Patented.” 


8S. Allcock and Co.'s Spring Clasps for Rod Joints, “ Patented.” By the use of these — 
any person can make hisrod into a lock joint rod. 
Sole Agents for THE NEW CONVERT ROD HOLDER, “ PATENTED.” 
With this article forced into the bank of the river, the rod may be held at any angle required, or its 
position easily changed. 


MAJOR TRAHERNE’S PATTERNS OF SALMON FLIES. 


The Patent Fly Book. Patented May 6th. Protects the Flies from being crushed. It is Light ’ 
Portable, and Serviceable. 
THE CHROMO PICTURES, “ PIKE AND TROUT,” 2s, 6d., andin Gilt Frames, 5s. each. 


8. ALLCOGK & CO0.’S Goods can only be had from Tackle Makers. 


Awards.—Gold Medals : Paris, Berlin, Wiirsburg, Norwich, Calcutta, 


Highest Awards; Toronto, 


Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Murcia, South Africa, &c. 





TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 


Of 8S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, 8. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale, 





For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM. 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tue Forest AND STREAM hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 


History. Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. | Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forrst AnD STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum; 10s, 6d. for six 
months, 

Published by the Forrest anp STREAM PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Rivyina@ton, 
Crown Buildings, 88. Fleet Street, London, 
who can supp lyspecimen copies. 





ODS, 


With and without Steel Centres. Guaranteed the 
lightest, most powerful, and durable manufactured. 
The only cane rods made that will stand wet 
weather and hard work. Gained the highest 
beg in the world at the Great I.F, Exhibition, 

Awarded Twenty Prize Medals, and Special Prizes 
since 1881, 

See Hardy’s Catalogue and “ Angler’s Guide” 
for 1884 post free three stamps. 


HARDY BROTHERS, 
LONDON AND NORTH BRITISH WORKS, 
ALNWICK, NORTHUMBERLAND. 

NO AGENTS. 


HIGHEST AWARD at the Forestry Ex- 
hibition, Edinburgh, 1884, 





GOUT.OR RHEUMATISM. 
The excruciating - pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele- 
brated Medicine, 
Sold by all Chemists at 
1s, 14d, and 2s, 9d, per box, 


BLAIR’S 
GOUT 
PILLS. 


(PUSHER, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
‘BPOMGHIEE and NEURALGIA, 
D® J. COLLIS BROWNE'S 


CHLORODYNE 


A few doses quite effectual. CAUTION,—The 
extraordinary medical reports on the efficacy of 
Chlorodyne render it of vital importance that 
the public should obtain the genuine, which is 
protected by Government stamp, bearing the 
words **Dr. J, Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.” 
See decision of Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page 
Wood, Zhe Times, July 16, 1864. Numérous 
testimonials from eminent physicians accom< 
pany each bottle, 


From W. C. WILKINSON, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spas- 
modic cough ; the benefit is very marked indeed.” 


Sold in bottles, 1s, 14d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by 
all Chemists. 
Sole Manufacturer, 


Je uk: Dak ¥ ee anne 


33, Great Russell-street, W.C. 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented 
—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “ By Lake and River,” 


BROWN’S 
PHANTOM 
-MINNOWS 


Are made ONLY at the original address, 86, George 
Street, Aberdeen, and can be had of the principal 
dealers in London and the Provinces. None 
genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner, 
Minnows mounted for Pike and Mahseer a 
speciality. 


W. BROWN, Fishing Tackle Maker, 
Inventor of the Phantom Minnow, 
36, George Street, Aberdeen, 


The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS. 

Post Free, 27- stamps. Hight Tunes. Size 73 by 
21 inch. In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 8s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s. each, J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, S.E. 


2s,—TWO SHILLINGS—2s, 
THE 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED, 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c. 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.O.O. for 
¢~wo shillings and sixpence. J.B, PILLINGER 

740, Blackfriars-road, London, 8.E, 


ONE SHILLING. 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard. 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Electro- 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Hach denotes correet 
time, and is warranted for two years. To be pro- 
cured only from the undersigned All orders 
executed by return of post. J. B, PILLINGER, 
140, Blackfriars-read, Lenden, 8... 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.0, 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

. THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 

Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 

and the Provinces. 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s, 6d. 
i Pe So part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage, 
$ 12s, 6d. 
a 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Trish Agency—Mr. T. EH, Fitz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De, Witt ©. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—A1l Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, H.C. 
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THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


IMPORTANT DECISION OF THE COUNCIL. 





“Tam delighted to see you, my worthy friends, on the banks of the Colne... . 
The meadows have the verdure which even the Londoners enjoy, as a peculiar fea- 
ture of the English landscape. The river is clear, and has all the beauties of a trout 
stream of the larger size—there rapid, and here still, and there tumbling in foam 
and fury over abrupt dams upon clean gravel. . . . I assure you a well-fed trout 
of the Colne, crimped and cooled ten minutes before he is wanted for the kettle or 
the gridiron, is a fish little inferior to the best salmon of the best river.” 

; —(From Sir Humphry Davy’s “Salmonia.”) 


THE Council of the National Fish Culture Association has long been 
searching for a suitable place to begin practical fish-culture. Sub- 
Committees have made excursions to all likely spots within twenty 
miles of London, and at the last meeting a place was finally decided 
upon. 

The Manor House Fishery on the Colne, at Iver, within a mile or 
two of West Drayton and Uxbridge, is, together with the house and 
lodge, now in the possession of the Association, and everyone who 
knows anything of the place will admit that a more appropriate place 
for the purpose in view could not be found in the neighbourhood of 
London. In the first place, there is an abundance of good water— 
no river produces finer trout than the Colne ; and secondly, for some 
years past the late proprietor, Mr. Victor Emanuel, in connection 
with other gentlemen, has gone to considerable expense in forming 
breeding streams, hatcheries, and stews. There can be no doubt 
that, under the auspices of the National Fish Culture Association, 
the good work already commenced at Delaford-park will be most 
successfully developed. The property consists of a residence, lodge, 
seven acres of land, and about a mile of fishing water. 

It should be distinctly understood that this Association has been 
established for the purpose of improving our fisheries by affording 
information on the subject, stocking public waters, and, in fact, 
doing in this country what is done in America and Canada by the 
State Fisheries Commissioners, and on the Continent by the 
“ Deutsche Fischerei Verein.” There is no intention to compete 
in any way with those private gentlemen who havemade pisciculture 
their business in this country, and to whose exertions we owe so 
much ; it would be unfair in the last degree for a National Associa- 
tion of this kind to interfere in any way with private enterprise. It 
is one of the aims of the Association to encourage this enterprise in 
every way, and the hearty support already received from prominent 
pisciculturists proves clearly that they recognise this: Fish-culture 
in this country is only in its infancy, and anything which tends to 
create more general interest in the subject must be to the benefit of 
all concerned, f 

The Association is one which has at heart the interests of all 
classes of anglers. It is not in any sense a commercial undertaking 
with a view to making profit for its members: the gentlemen con- 
nected with it devote their time given in its service purely from a 
sense of the need there was for such an Association, and it is sin- 
cerely to be hoped that anglers generally, and especially angling 
associations, will give it their hearty support. The annual subscrip- 
tion is only one guinea, and any: club subscribing this sum can 
appoint a delegate to attend the general meetings, and will be en- 
titled to receive the publications of the Association, and apply for 
any information or assistance they may require in connection with 
fish-culture. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that the President and Chairman, 
the Marquis of Exeter, and the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Edward Birk- 
beck, M.P., take the liveliest interest in the Association they have 
done so much to form. In Mr. W. Oldham. Chambers the Associa- 
tion possesses a practical and most hard-working Secretary, who has 
his whole heart in the work. Under his care, the Aquarium at 


South Kensington is maintained in a thoroughly efficient manner. 
It possesses every facility for hatching any quantity of eggs, and now 
that the Delaford Fishery has been secured, the Association has 
ample space for rearing any quantity of fry of all kinds.* 





A SPLENDID GLUE. 


AFTER over twelve months’ trial of it, we have full confidence in 
recommending to our readers what is known as ‘ Le Page’s Liquid 
Fish Glue,” for which Messrs. Richards, Terry and Co., 46, Holborn 
Viaduct, London, are sole agents. A sample bottle can be had for 
ls. 2d.,in stamps, by mentioning the name of this paper. The advan- 
tages of this glue are— 

1. It is always ready for use ; no heating is necessary. 

2. It resists the action of water or damp better than any other 
clue. 

3. It is the strongest glue known ; in fact, it will unite wood to 
iron perfectly, and we always use it now for every household pur- 
pose where glue or gum is usually used. The best split cane rods 
are all glued up with Le Page’s glue. 





THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CARP INTO THE THAMES. 


ALTHOUGH it is impossible to say at what period the carp was 
brought to this country, it is interesting to notice a remark of 
Holinshed with regard to its introduction into the river Thames. 
The ancient chronicler says that this was effected “by the violent 
rage of sundry land floods, that brake upon the heads and dams of 
divers gentlemen’s ponds, by which means it became somewhat par- 
taken of this commodity.” 





MR. HALL’S IMPROVED EYED-HOOKS. 


MESSRS. "°WOODFIELD AND SONS, of Redditch, who have perfected 
the eyed-hook for Mr. Hall, inform us that they have appointed 
Messrs. Watson and Hancock, 308, High Holborn, as their London 
agents for these hooks, which, they inform us, are selling exceed- 
ingly well, and are much appreciated. 





THE NEW BY-LAWS OF THE TRENT FISHERY 
DISTRICT. 


AS our readers are probably aware, it is proposed by Mr. Alan Bagot 
that no net shall be used in the Trent Fishery District whose mesh 
shall be less than one square inch. The power to enforce this is 
conferred on the Fishery Commissioners by the 1884 Freshwater 
Fisheries Act.t| At first sight this may seem an interference on too 
large a scale ; but Mr. Bagot’s contention is based on the following : 
Fish up to two years of age will escape a lin. mesh. A rod angler 
would throw them in again. Many people are breeding fish very 
largety in the district. No sooner are they bred and turned 
into the stream than they are taken by the poachers’ nets of 
4, to even tin. By Mr. Bagot’s scheme everyone will be placed 
on the same footing, and practically one year’s spawn from 
every fish will be secured for the support of the district, and 
every fish taken will be a sizeable fish; so that in two years from 
now as many fish, but of heavier weight, will be ready for theangler, 
whilst those who use nets will be once and for ever prevented from 
taking everything and anything in the selfish way many have done. 
No sooner were young trout turned out, than nets of all meshes were 
ready to take them, and the fact weighed so strongly, that people 
gave up breeding artificially. Now their labours are to be recog- 
nised and protected, and those who remember what a state of collapse 
the Fishery District was in till reorganised, will no doubt recognise 
the sound justice of Mr. Bagot’s proposal, and will greatly benefit by 
it in the end. It is worth remembering that, thanks to the improved 
state of our rivers, many hundreds spend their holidays fishing in 
this county (Stafford) ; in the next (Derby), some 2,000 licenses are 
issued. Good sport means an increase of money spent in the hotel 
bills, travelling, tackle, &c., and every tradesman connected with the 
fishing fraternity hasfeltthe stimulus that protection to fish has given to 
people to stay at home and take their holidays fishing, and so spend 
their money in the country. Salmon fishing (according to a writer 
in the Field) in the Trent in the spring is better than on many 
Scotch rivers. Ten years ago such a thing was unheard of. We 
regret Mr. Bagot’s long and painful illness will prevent him attend- 
ing the special meeting of the Fishery Board to pass the by-laws ; 
but should the new code of regulations become law, it is to be hoped 
that anglers and the public generally will see in them a distinct 
benefit. The trout tax was roundly abused at first ; but, afterall, Mr. 
Bagot’s policy proved right, and it has simply been the making of 
the Fishery District, and there is hardly an angler in the six counties 
who does not now say so. Let them, then, leave it to Mr, Bagot 
once more to improve the quality of the fish now they have got the 
quantity, and no doubt the Fishery Commissioners will succeed 
again. 


in, pete 6s ote > See ee eee 
* All communications should be addressed to the Secretary of the National Fish 
Culture Association, Exhibition Grounds, South Kensington, 


+ See the copy of the New By-laws, which we publish elsewhere, 
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PRESENT OF EGGS: FROM THE UNITED STATES FISH 
COMMISSION TO THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE 
ASSOCIATION. 


Av the Meeting of the Aquarium Sub-Committee Association, on 
Wednesday last—present : Mr. T. J. Mann, Mr. Thos. Spreckley, Mr. 
H. Ffennell, Mr. E. Sayer, Dr. Brunton, Rev. J. J. Manley, Mr. A. 
Jardine, and Mr. R. B. Marston—Mr. W. O. Chambers, the Secretary, 
announced the very handsome gift of 55,000 eggs of salmonide and 
250,000 eggs of white fish, from the United States Fish Commis- 
sioners. It was proposed by Mr. Sayer, and seconded by Mr, 
Marston, that a special vote of thanks be accorded to the U.S, Fish 


Commissioners. 
[SS Se 





SPINNING FLIGHTS, AND WOBBLE v. SPIN. 
By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 


ALTHOUGH the question recently discussed in the columns of 
the FISHING GAZETTE of “ Wobble v. Spin” is included in the heading 
to this article, I do not propose to do more than glance at the subject, and 
thatasalearnerrather than ateacher. Indeed, as—except from accidents 
which I confess I have always regarded as regretable—I have never 
practically essayed the “wobble” so eloquently advocated by 
spinners who have apparently given it considerable and successful 
trial, I should not be regarded as a competent witness on the subject. 

There is one objection, however, to the wobble system, which presents itself 
to my mind ; but which, in the absence of experiment, may be called theoretical 
only. ‘This is, that in spinning close to the surface in order to clear weeds, as I 
have often had occasion to do on the broad shallow reaches of the Avon, the 
Stour, and other pike rivers, the difficulty I have found is in drawing in 
the bait fast enough—the art being, as I have found in practice, to begin the 
draw in the very moment the bait touches the water ; or paraphrasing the well- 
known rowing maxim, to ‘“cateh the beginning.” Even then, as I say, it is 
difficult enough to keep a small bait, with a lead sufficient for making a long 
cast, clear of the weeds. If I understand rightly the instructions of the masters 
of the art of ‘ wobbling,” the great point is that the bait should move as slowly 
as possible, and that a very rapid movement of the bait, such as that described, 
would probably put an end to the “wobble” altogether. If this be so, then 
there is an advantage in the ordinary spinning bait ; at any rate, in the circum- 
stances alluded to. 

Nor are these circumstances uncommon, especially in summer and early 
autumn fishing, when the weeds are still high, and the pike come up on to the 
shallows to feed. I have in my mind’s eye just such a bit of water as I have 
described, below the pretty little double wooden bridge which spans the Avon 
below Braemore Mills. The river here divides into two branches, each of them 
some 40 or 50 yards wide. These are not very deep, even at the bridge, and 
they get shallower and shallower as they spread out towards their convergence 
at the ford below. 

Just above the said ford a friend and myself one day caught over 20 pike in 
about half an hour without ever moving 50 yards up or down. In this case the 
water was so shallow that in order not to scare the fish, casts from 30 to 35 
yards had to be resorted to, and then, as I say, the line gathered in as fast as 
possible to avoid fouling. 

Below the ford again, some hundred yards down, before the river channel 
deepens for a steady pull nearly down to Fordingbridge, there is a lovely 
shallow about 70 yards across, with just sufficient weed growth to afford the 
pike comfortable holding ground. How many inches deep this shallow is at the 
iniddle I can only guess ; but in fishing it, I generally find myself obliged to 








walk in half a cast from the shore in order to cover the best water. On this spot,. 


again, I have constantly taken my two, three, or four brace of pike ; on one 
occasion, the last on which I fished it, killing 15 fish almost without a check, and 
certainly without moving 50 yards down from where I began. The fish were 
still well on the take when my stock of spinning baits (gudgeon principally) 
came to an end. 

Now, for this sort of fishing I conceive that a really brilliant spin is of the 
utmost advantage ; and, indeed, in spinning in deeper waters for heavier fish, 
my experience indicates it to be of primary importance. A heavy fish will not, 
as a rule, put himself out much to follow a small bait which is moving rapidly 
away from him. Consequently, it is advisable to spin slowly rather than 
fal and if the bait does not spin really well, it will most likely not spin 
abialls fey ae te 

This brings me to the main question which I design to discuss in the present 
article—namely, that of spinning-flights, confining myself to those intended 
to produce a brilliant spin, or what is, perhaps, most commonly known as the 
Thames style of spinning. 

I have been pleased to notice letters in your columns from time to time from 
practical fishermen, bearing flattering testimony to the success they have met 
with when using the flights described in my “ Book of the Pike,” &c., and 
which are now, I think, very generally sold at the tackle shops under my name, 
I do not think, however, that any of the other performances chronicled in their 
favour quite equal that mentioned in the last number of the FisHina GAZETTE 
by “J. T. H.,” who states that he “killed 22 pike in succession with them 
without missing a fish,” a result which he attributes to the “striking and 
holding power ” of the flights. 

“J. T. H.” is perfectly right in saying that gudgeon or dace spin 
straight on my flights, but that roach “wobble.” I am very much afraid, 
however, that roach will never make a really good spinning-bait with any 
tackle, and that the wobbling complained of is inseparable from its flattened-out 
shape. ‘This “ flatitude,” as somebody calls it, necessitates the overcoming of so 
much resistance from the water when turning, that the last thing in the world 
which it is inclined to do is to spin. I, therefore, never recommend the use of 
roach as spinning-baits, and I don’t profess that my tackle, either in the number 
or the arrangement of the triangles, is suited to the purpose. 

When very much pressed for bait some years ago at a fishing station where, at 
that moment, only roach were procurable, I invented a sort of half-artificial, 
half-natural bait, which succeeded remarkably well. The artificial part of the 
bait consisted of a tin funnel, shaped like a small, flattish “ extinguisher about 
an inch long,” and having “ wings” soldered on each side and projecting 
below the rim. These “wings,” being turned or “slanted” in opposite 
directions, produced a brilliant spin. The lower or natural part of the bait 
consisted of the tail part of a roach, cut across at the vent, and then trimmed 
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roughly into the shape of a A, so as to fit into the tin head, where it was 
secured by Holland thread stitched through and through the fish, and through 
a few small “eyes ” or holes in the rim of the tin head. To further complete 
the fascinations of my “Mermaid,” assome of my friends nicknamed it, from its 
composite character, I coloured the upper part of it a purplish brown. This 
was done with a coating of Brunswick black, which, by the bye, will be found an 
exceedingly useful addition to the Troller’s tackle-case. A coat of it applied 
over gimp traces, leads, &c., instantly takes off the objectionable glitter, whilst 
at the same time tending to the preservation of the tackle. 

Before dismissing my ‘“‘ Mermaid,” I may mention, in case anybody should 
find themselves tempted to give it a trial when other spinning-baits fall short, 
that I “rigged it ” with two flying triangles attached to the main link of the 
trace, which latter passed through a small hole in the apex of the “ extin- 
guisher,” the triangles being kept in their places by a knot which would not pass 
the hole. I was so pleased at the time with these heads that I had a number of 
them made of various sizes, one or two of which I have sent with this articlé 
to the Editor of the GazerrE. Of course, the above method is equally appli- 
cable to bream, carp, perch, or any other bait which is too flat in proportion to 
its length to spin unaided. 

(To be Continued.) 


OS 





SHORE FISHING.—No. VIII. 
By E. G. 


GROUND- bait for sea-fishing appears to have been almost, if not 
quite, unknown in England, as far as I know, until Wilcocks called 
public attention to it, and, considering that material of some sort 
suitable for it is always at hand, it is rather to be wondered at that 
the professional fishermen do not use it. All through the season 
there are, where crab and lobster pots are kept, great quantities of fish refuse— 
guts, heads, tails, &c., which, if chopped or pounded up and then put over the 
side of the boat in a piece of old net with a stone fora sinker, let quietly down 
to the bottom, and then occasionally lifted up to let some of the contents 
escape, will draw the fish round, especially when there is some tide running. 

If anyone doubts the fondness of fish for the refuse, let them go to Brixham 
and see the quantities of bass that flock round the trawlers’ moorings to eat the 
guts, small fish, &c., that are thrown overboard from the fishing craft. Where 
there are herring, mackerel, or pilchard drift nets there are a great many fish 
bitten by dog-fish and squid, and torn in taking them out of the nets, which 
would make splendid ground-bait. However, the amateur, perhaps, does not 
want to be troubled with such offal, and, in most places, he can with very little 
difficulty get his own materials at his fishing ground. 

First and best are green crabs, or man-biters, as they are called in some parts 
of the West. To get these, take a piece of any fish or meat, and, tying it to a 
string with a stone for a sinker, throw it out into a harbour or from a pier or 
quay wall, and draw up every few minutes ; the crabs will hold on fast to the 
bait. If you are rock fishing, try the pools between high-water and half-tide 
mark ; they will be more plentiful there than at low-water mark. By the way, 
if you are blessed with olive branches, set them to work at this crab catching. 
Put the crabs into a strong canvas bag (you can get capital ones at the seeds- 
man’s—they are what they have for turnip and clover seeds) ; a gallon bag is 
the best size, and it should be well tanned with catechu, and will then be nearly 
waterproof. I always have one in my basket, and find it very handy for many 
purposes. 

When you have a couple of dozen crabs look out for a depression in a rock 
(mind it is watertight), then with a stone smash the crabs up quite small, and, 
if you have a few cold boiled potatoes, work it up together into balls, and put 
them into the bag to use as required, If you have no potatoes, use barley 
meal, sharps, or meal of any kind ; in fact, it does not matter what it is, so that 
it will soak up the “juice” of the crabs. Iam told that tallow greaves are very 
good, but I cannot speak from personal experience ; but do not doubt it, as I 
know that it is a first-rate hook bait for dabs and flounders. If you are fishing 
in a moderate stream at the mouth of a river, put a stone in the ball asa sinker ; 
but if from the rocks in dead water, simply break the ball up in small 
fragments, and scatter them about, as in roach or bream fishing. If you can’t 
get crabs, pick limpets or any shell-fish off the rocks, smash them up, and throw 
in. I don’t recommend the addition of any potatoes, &c., to this, as there is not 
any quantity of moisture to soak up as there is from the crabs. 

But to return to the rocks. When the wind is blowing on shore, and there is 
any surf, rod-fishing with a float cannot be carried on with any comfort, as it 
will be continually washed into the rocks. If the bottom is sandy and the sea 
not too rough, a two-hooked ledger or a three-hooked paternoster may be used ; 
have the leads as heavy as you can without straining your rod, It is, however, 
uncomfortable work using a rod when the wind is in your teeth, and very 
awkward landing a fish, so it is best if you are determined to fish to make up or 
purchase the following gear :—Take a fine but strong hemp line, a two-strand 
mackerel line or a three-strand one, such as is used for whiting pout in-shore ; 
slip a small cotton bobbin up it, and at a distance of four feet from the end tie 
a double overhand knot above the bobbin and another just below, so that it can 
play freely on the line like the round pieces of bone used, to which wire on the 
old-fashioned paternosters. Then slip another bobbin up the line, and about 
two feet below the first tie knots above and below as before. Then take a piece 
of snooding about a foot long, and some brass wire such as is used for rabbit 
snares ; wind this in the hollow between two of the strands all along the length 
of the snooding—this is to stiffen it and keep it from fouling the main line , 
then bind it to the hook with well-waxed flax thread, and put some shellac 
varnish over it ; make the other end fast round the bobbin with a clove hitch, 
and seize the end down with waxed thread. The length of snooding from 
bobbin to hook should not be more;than nine inches, or it will get foul with the 
lower one, which is to be prepared and fixed to the bobbin in the same way ; 
then, with a piece of not over-strong twine, tie a stone from 1]b. to 2lb. to the 
end of the line, and if you like put another hook there as well—it will not be 
necessary to have a bobbin for this. Put on any of the before-mentioned baits, 
and throw out clear of the broken water if possible. Keep the line as taut as 
you can, and when you feel a pull haul away sharply. The wire may be wound 
closely over the snooding like gimp, but it is a long process ; and you lose so 
much gear in rocks and weeds that it is hardly worth wasting much time over 
what you may break off ina few minutes. If you prefer it, you may open the 
strands of the snooding with a stiletto and pass the wire through, and then 
opening the strands an eighth of an inch higher up pass the wire back, and so on 
to the end. If, however, expense is no object, there is a very strong gimp with 
a flax core made for sea-fishing, which is the very best thing that can be used. 
The object of making fast the stone with string weaker than the main line is, 
that if it gets fast it will carry away, and the stone only is lost. It is well to 
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have a dozen of hooked snoods ready for use so as to be prepared for breakages. 
Great quantities of wrasse and tom cods are caught in this way on some parts 
of the coast—in Cornwall especially. If there is much sea running it is best to 
leave rock-fishing alone, especially in a ground swell, which is the most 
dangerous of all, as it runs in so quietly that the inexperienced do not realise 
the fearful momentum of the smooth-topped wave before it is too late, as wit- 
ness the sad accident at Filey Brigg some years since, by which Mr. Paget and 
two ladies lost their lives. 

Therefore, when the sea is much disturbed, go to the open beach or river's 
mouth, taking your bass throw-out lines (as described in a previous article, 
No. 2) ; there will always be a good chance there, as the water will be discoloured, 
and the bass don’t mind the surf a bit. I have seen them right in the turn of 
the wave as it was breaking, and once took seven fish, averaging 91b. each, when 
it was blowing a hurricane from the S.W., and the water as thick as pea-soup. 
A throwing-stick is very handy, especially when you are using more than one 
hook, There are different ways of fitting it : generally it has a fork at the top 
in which you place the line, then, holding the stick in both hands, with the line 
under the forefinger of the upper hand, throw as you would in spinning ; be sure 
and release the line at the proper moment, and see you have not your foot on 
the line, or you may be startled by finding it encircling your neck, and, perhaps, 
a hook or two sticking into you. Some have a short spike on the end of the 
throwing stick, and splice a brass ring into the line a few inches from the lead. 
Insert the spike into the ring, and proceed as before. The stick should be about 
6ft. long, and light and stiff ; red deal does very well, but ash, hickory, or 
lancewood are the best. Unwind as much line from the reel as you think you 
can throw, and either bury the reel in the beach, or drive a stout stick in and 
make fast to it ; coil the line down carefully in front of you, and then it will go 
out clear. It is as well to hold the line in your hand, and when you feel a 
bite—which in rough water is generally a heavy one, as in most cases the fish 
hooks himself—haul away as fast as you can, or, perhaps, when in the land wash, 
a sea may carry the fish up the beach, slacken the line, and so you will lose him. 
A very successful bass fisher of my acquaintance always, when there is any sea 
on, puts the line over his shoulder, and starts up the beach as if a mad bull was 
after him, never stopping until his prey is stranded high and dry fathoms above 
the reach of the sea. Weed is the greatest bother in ground fishing in rough 
weather ; unless you haul in every few minutes the bait is smothered in it. 
It is always worst at the mouths of rivers or deep creeks, 

Some fish may be got from open beaches. Try any place where there is 
the least stream of fresh water running into the sea. They are not pleasant 
localities to fish, but where drains or sewers have their outlets fish will always 
be found ; at night they are sure finds for conger. I used to fish at one of 
these places some years ago, and catch all kinds of fish. I feel compelled to 
add that I used to give all of them away, and carefully concealed the locality 
they came from. I never, however, heard any complaints as to their flavour, 
and obtained a totally undeserved character for liberality by giving away, on so 
many occasions, the whole contents of my basket. 

I made an error in my last. I should have’said that, in slack water, when the 
buck-shot is on the ground, the float will rise rather higher in the water—not lie 
flat ; it will only do this when the whole of the sinkers are on the bottom. 





ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES. 


By Mr. Gro, M. KEtson, 


Mayor TRAHERNE’S ParrerNs (Continued). 


No. 18.—“ Lang Syne.” 


THERE are other feathers on the wild duck besides those which I mentioned that 
are occasionally useful, and are distinguished by the name of “grey mallard.” 
They are delicately speckled, and found immediately below the flank of the 
bird ; but are only patronised in our more sombre patterns. 

On the pintail duck—a much larger species, 2ft. in length—these feathers are 
similar, but more finely pencilled, let alone the speckles being more defined ; 
eee those from the teal are undoubtedly the favourites for all bright, gaudy 

es. 

However, to my mind, “brown mallard,” for all general purposes, is one of 
the most valuable feathers in our collection, though one of the most difficult to 
manipulate. The rich, brown colouring extends deeper down the fibre in old 
birds, and so takes the place of the well-known, objectionable, ash-coloured 
tint, which is a terrible eyesore in wings. 

No bird gives us greater variety in colour, streak, and speckle than the turkey. 
I dare say I have four or five dozen different specimens, perhaps more, and all 
of them are turned to good account. 

I have once met with the gingered double white, and used it successfully on 
the Tweed, &c. The next particularly noteworthy are the double white, and 
the black and ginger mottled. The former supplies the wing for a favourite 
Kelso fly. By their rarity these especial birds command a good price. Wright, 
of Sprouston, has the best I ever saw, not only for the perfection in marking, 
but in fibre. Turkeys’ feathers that are woolly and limp, however good the 
colours may be, in my opinion, are valueless ; life and animation with such 
long strands is everything. Of course, if you get colour too, so much the better, 
though that can be provided on the hook in many other ways—by silks, seal’s 
fur, and small feathers. But for the reason given, I am particularly wedded to 
the largest white-tipped assortment under the tail, from very old male birds, 
and we profit still further by their conspicuous metallic hues, which snatch a 
a grace beyond the reach of art, and which are always very distinct on the dark 
part of these feathers. These literally flash in the water, they are not so coarse 
in texture as the others from the wings or tail, are better in shape, and 
considerably easier to control, whether in strips or in strands. 

I have no desire to enter into theories, but I rather fancy fish beat us at 
sciomancy, for they seem marvellous judges of light, shade, and colour. All 
the dyes in creation, as far as I know, cannot deceive salmon in this particular 
respect, for dyers are unable to get that metallic, lustrous sheen to have a 
natural, or anything approaching the same effect in the water. | 

The apparently perfect resemblance to the eye—produced by chemical 
combinations, or procured by over-boiling feathers or seal’s fur—is, therefore, 
practically speaking, a dead failure. When seal’s fur took the place of pig’s 
wool, I accidentally produced this lambent flame.and made a large stock of flies, 
which I soon found were quite useless unless the water was stained. 

Now, we will take the peacock. The green hackles of this bird are very 
popular and successful here and there, especially on the Towy, but they are 
generally used only at the throat of the fly. As far as the herls are concerned, 
I think I have already explained how necessary it is to be provided with new 
feathers—of course, I mean when required for the wings, Old strands are more 


species, and not quite so brittle. 


brittle, if possible, than a piece of African bustard, and it is only waste of time 
to work them. Even when bodies are made with these herls, they have to be 
spun on the tying-silk in much the same way as we spin mohair ; but new ones 
are more effective in the water when laid on their sides regularly in close coils. 

I hope, one of these days, to give an illustration of an admirable invention by 
an excellent amateur fly-dresser at Usk, by his process a right and left wing 
na of peacock’s herl—can be tied on back to back without the least 
trouble. 

Mr. George Horne, of Hereford, has quite spoilt the market for the wing 
feathers of the peacock ; he has crossed the Amherst pheasants with complete 
success, and the splendid speckle in these feathers that he has for sale at this 
address put the old, useful, standard specimens from the wings of this bird 
almost in the shade, and which, for fishing with in bright water, can bear no 
comparison at all. 

Unquestionably, the king of birds for salmon flies is the golden pheasant ; it 
is remarkable for the beauty of its plumage, and is a native of China. The 
prevailing colours are red and yellow ; the crest upon its head, which can be 
raised at pleasure, supplies the superb golden toppings, and are, perhaps, the 
most valued of all. These elegant feathers should be properly packed on their 
sides, for although they can be easily set to any bend by holding them in the 
steam from a boiling kettle of water with the pliers, they never keep their 
shape so well on the fly when once they have become distorted in keeping. The 
quill or stem in the centre is so strong that the fibres do not droop over the wing 
as they should do in the water unless the stream israpid ; but, on the contrary, 
they ‘‘lag about” on one side or the other, sometimes destroying the play of the 
hackles. I have always held that the best-made flies in skilful hands are far 
superior to the unevenly-balanced and cheap goods, though we know salmon 
will take ‘dead flies,” as we term them—flies that are jumbled together and not 
“played” at all. But I will reserve this subject for ‘‘ Odds and Ends.” 

Then the tail of this pheasant is longer, more richly tinted than the Huropean 
This feather, in its own particular class, has 
norival. It can be advantageously used either in strips or in strands, and when 
the former is desired, they never lose their shape if properly fixed on at first. 

The brown tints appear brighter and more transparent in the water than out, 
and the black seems to be blacker. They vary in value considerably : 





personally, I would rather have an inch off a new leading feather than the 
whole tail from a moulting bird—not for one, but for every reason. For variety 
they can be dyed most colours, but show best dipped in Bismarck brown. 

The red breast feathers from this bird are utilised either whole—as in the 
“Butcher ’—or wound on for hackling at the throat, and behave very well in the 
water either way ; in texture they are similar, but slighly preferable, to those on 
the rump, which are yellow. Passing away for to-day from this subject, let me 
preface my final remarks upon this magnificent collection of salmon flies, by 
informing my readers that “ Lang Syne” is the last of these patterns which I 
have the pleasure of illustrating and describing. Indeed, it is not too much to 
say there is a sort of realism in all of them, and one might almost suppose that 
the living shape of the autkor’s fancy had been summoned into existence. 

J think I have said before that the art, or rather the knowledge, required here is 
seated upon a height which is not altogether inaccessible ; and, in my judgment, 
Major Traherne has reached the top of the hill, and can not only look back over 
the rough road which he has travelled, but can sit quietly in the repose of 
complete victory. 

There is an admirable finish in his compositions, in all of which experience is 
plainly visible ; in short, he isan impersonation of entomological shrewdness. 

It eannot be said now that we are not provided with that “thorough change” 
which I have always held to be of so much importance to us. 

There may, however, be the privileged few who may assert that fly-making 
has been done to death by romancers of a too effusive school. Still, it is only 
the angler in all his experience—in all his bounding impulses, who can discover, 
arrange, and determine ways that are still left of adding charm to novelty in this 
interesting work ; and in setting aside my pen, I have only to say that this 
gentleman has made for himself an undying name in the piscatorial world by 
materially adding to the artistic renown of this most important branch of our 
amusement. 


This fly may be described as follows :— 

Tag : Silver twist, and golden topping coloured silk. 

Tail : A topping, and two red crow. 

Butt : Black herl. 

Body : In four equal sections—the first two of orange floss silk the same 
shade as the tippets, with two jay points top and bottom in each as shown, and 
butted as before ; the other two of red claret silk, with jungle fowl instead of 
jay, and butted. 

Ribbed : Silver tinsel. 

Wings: Four Amherst pheasant tippets dyed a bright green. 

Cheeks: Two golden tippets extended, summer duck, and blue chatterer. 
Golden topping over. 

Horns : Blue macaw. 

Head : Black herl. 





To RecENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GazeTtTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give tha 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 
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“OLD STRIKEHARD’S” BIG KNOCK. 


A REMINISCENCE. 


Onr Friday evening in the autumn of the year 18— (well, never mind the year), 
T was sitting at the open window watching the sun as it slowly sank below the 
horizon, and as it disappeared I exclaimed, “ Another blazing hot day to- 
morrow. I wonder what can be keeping ‘Strikehard’ (a name by which he 
was known amongafew brother anglers) ?—he is unusually late to-night !” when 
T heard his knock at the door, and in another minute he had joined me at the 
window and settled himself down for a smoke and a chat on matters piscatorial. 

He began by saying, “I suppose you go fishing to-morrow ?” 

“Most decidedly I do.” 

“Well, it is no good going to the ‘Rattler’; I was there yesterday. The 
water is very low and very bright, and with a bright sun overhead, which 
there is every prospect of getting, there will not be the ghost of a chance to take 
trout.” 

“Chance or no chance, Saturday is the only day I can devote to my favourite 
pursuit, and I shall go,” I replied. 

“T thought that would be your determination, and have been thinking the 
best thing we can do will be to goto the ‘Snake.’ [Now ‘Snake)’ and ‘ Rattler’ 
were names given by ‘Strikehard,’ his reason being they came easier to his 
Saxon tongue than the local names, for we were in the land of the Cymri.] I 
have some well-scoured worms we can fish it down with, and on ourreturn we can 
put on the flies for the ‘ evening rise.’ ” 

A moment’s consideration convinced me that this proposal was the best that 
could be adopted, for the stream was very narrow, and we could work the worms 
down it without ourselves being seen ; so that I at once assented,'and proposed 
that he should call for me after breakfast on the morrow, to which he agreed. 

The morning came, and “Strikehard” turned up as usual, punctual to time. 
About thirty minutes’ walk through as diversified a bit of scenery as the eye 
could wish to rest on, brought us to that part of the little river at which we 
intended to commence operations. 

Our rods were soon put together, and everything being adjusted to our satis- 
faction, “ Strikehard’s” hand went into his pocket, and in a second a coin was 
Tita in the air, and “ What do you cry—man or woman ?” fell on my ears. 

“Man.” 

“Tis a woman,” said “ Strikehard,” and a smile of satisfaction flitted over his 
countenance ; “ I take the odds, you the evens.” 

This simply meant that he would fish ahead of me in the first, third, &c., 
meadows ; and that I should go first in the second, fourth, &c. “ Strikehard” 
was very particular that neither one should have all the “cream of the fishing,” 
as he called it, and lest there should be any advantage pertaining to the “ odds” 
more than the “evens,” he would always have a toss for it, so that we 

“ O’er our angle, ne’er did jangle.” 

‘ Strikehard ” having won the toss, went on fishing, and had not proceeded 
many yards when I saw the point of his rod drop, a sure sign he had found a fish 
‘at heme,” and giving it afew seconds to gorge the bait, he struck, and soon had 
atrout dancing about at the bottom of his basket. Having rebaited his hook, he 
went on and I followed. At the boundary of the first meadow “ Strikehard’s ” 
total remained at one, and mine stood at nil. 

The second meadow I went first, but neither of us gota touch. 

On getting over into the third meadow, “Strikehard” said, “Now for the 
big ’un,” for in this meadow we both knew the whereabouts of a good fish. On 
he went to a bend of the stream, the haunt of the “big un,” some eighty to a 
hundred yards down the river, whilst I remained at the boundary, narrowly 
watching all his movements. 

I soon perceived that there were other eyes besides mine watching him, for a 
few yards behind him there was a small flock of sheep, one of them—the gentle- 
man of the flock—standing a little in advance of the others, was raising his foot 
and tossing his head, as though resenting this intrusion into his harem. 

“Surely,” I said, half-aloud, “he will not have the audacity to attack him ?” 
T had hardly said the words when, with head slightly lowered, slap! bang! he 
went full-tilt at “ Strikehard,” striking him well—well just on that part of the 
body best adapted to receive such a blow, and down went “Old Strikehard” to 
wriggle with his worm at the bottom of the river. 

Did Irun to render assistance ? Notabitofit! # saw where the blow was 
delivered, and knew that no serious consequences were likely to follow. I also 
knew there was not sufficient depth of water to do much harm, so I calmly 
awaited the result. Thad not to wait long before “ Strikehard’s” head and 
shoulders appeared above the bank, revenge depicted on his countenance, his 
antagonist standing a few yards from the brink facing him, and his whole atti- 
tude saying as plainly as possible, “ Come on, thou seeker after knocks—I'll give 
them you.” 

The whole scene was so ridiculous that I was compelled to give vent to a 
hearty fit of laughter, shouting as well as I could, “Two to one on the old ’un 
on the bank !” 

“Strikehard” stood eyeing his antagonist for a minute or two, and then 
coming to the conclusion that there was no honour or glory to be obtained in 
coming to knocks with such a hard-headed gentleman, discreetly got up the bank 
on the opposite side, and I, not being armour-plated, jumped the stream and 
joined him, saying, as I did so, “ Well, old man, you got a big knock if you 
haven't got the ‘big ’un.’” 

_ _ But “Strikehard,” wasin no humour for joking, and plainly intimated that 

I was the cause of the contretemps, and in fact would not listen to my explana- 
tion that I did not think the cowardly old beggar would attack him behind his 
back, and that the attack was so sudden, there was no time to shout a word of 
warning (I never from that day to this have been able to decide whether Treally 
did intend to warn him or not). 

I suggested that he should take his clothes off and hang them on the nearest 
hedge to dry, and that he should amuse himself in the mean-time by groping for 
the “ big ’un.” “ 

This was adding fuel to the flames, for he immediately picked up his rod and 
made off in a bee line for home, muttering as he did so. 

_ The result of that knock was, “ Strikeheard” knocked off his Friday © night 
visits, knocked off accompanying me to the river side, and more than once after- 
wards, when fishing down stream, I detected him making a wide detour to cut 
me off and get the first cast over some favourite spots. 

The “big ’un” did not fall to the lot of either of us, but was captured by a 
schoolmaster from a neighbouring village, and weighed a little over 3lb,—a very 
large size for a trout to attain in those streams. 

Poor “ Old Strikehard ” has passed over to the “‘ happy hunting grounds,” but 
his “big knock” will be ever green with me, for— 

“. . . . that which strikes the eye, 
Lives long upon the mind, the faithful sight 
Graves on the mem’ry with a beam of light.” 
HACKLES ReEp.. 







CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


“THE DELIGHTS OF ANGLING ”—A CORRECTION, 


Str, —Permit me to explain that the paper in last Saturday’s issue headed “ The 
Delights of Angling,” and extracted from the “ Angler’s Souvenir,” was not written 
by P. Fisher, but by myself. It, as well as two-thirds of the book, formed part of a 
book written by me and published by Chapman and Hall in 1876, called “ Angling 
Idylls.” 

The copyright of this was purchased by Warne and Co., and added to a portion of 
the original ‘ Angler’s Souvenir” by Fisher, forming the book from which you now 

uote. 
s The first six articles, comprising 100 pages, are by Fisher. The twenty-three 
remaining articles, from “'The Mill” to the end, and comprising 211 pages, are by 
me, so that I, perhaps, “ took a back seat” when framing the title-page. 

As the article you quote is one of my own favourites, I trust you will allow me 
publicly to claim it.—I am, &c., 

January 5th. J. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES. 

[We are delighted to make this correction. From internal evidence we felt . 
doubtful whether this was one of the “delightful chapters” we referred to as being 
added to Chatto’s work by Mr. Davies. Mr. D.’s very modest preface misleads one 
as to what he did add, This letter will settle the matter.—ED. | 


EYED SALMON HOOKS. 


Srr,—I have only just discovered, on reading Mr. Hall’s note of January 3rd, that 
in my letter of Dec. 27th on this subject I have fallen into a very careless error in 
the figures of the angles I quoted, which I wish to explain. 

I seem to have have had it in my mind at time of writing that a right-angle was 
anangle of 45deg. instead of 90deg., and this mistake carried into further divisions 
through my argument has quite spoiled the sense of it. The error is very apparent 
where I wrote, “taking Mr. Penngll’s words—nearly, but not quite a right-angle—in 
a liberal sense would certainly mean an angle of 35deg. to 40deg.” It should have 
been 80deg. to 85deg.; but the same error goes through all my statement of angles, 
and what I intended to convey was, in other words, that the best angle of “ pitch” 
for the eye was one somewhat lower than midway between the horizontal line of the 
hook-back, and a perpendicular set upon it, which, taken at ‘half-way, would be 
45deg., but that, with a deduction of, say, 10deg., the best pitch would be about 
35deg., but not higher than 45deg. 

This coincides nearly with Mr. Hall’s view, but still leaves a large difference of 
angle between that of Mr. Pennell’s proposal at (80deg. to 85deg.) “nearly, but not 
quite a right-angle.” 

I think mostanglers will agree that a correct pull on the point of the hook for striking 
a fish and burying the barb is of more importance than the sit of the gut when 
attached to the eye; but Iam going to prove that both are better preserved by a pitch 
of 45deq. and under, than one of 80deg. 

My experiment with lead wire is very simple and easy for anyone to try, and for 
your information I beg to forward you several pieces I have so prepared. It will be 
seen that the natural angle taken by the wire én settling to the pullof the gut loop 
is about 35deg. to 40deg. 

I also inclose three hooks, with stout gut knotted on in the way described 
by Mr, Pennell. I have no eyed salmon hooks to experiment upon, but 
I have selected three similar trout hooks, of large size, suitable for large 
sea-trout flies, which will practically show the principle as well as salmon hooks, 
The eye of one is (as received from the maker) at a pitch of about 20deg. to 25deg., 
and looks almost flat. The others I have softened and altered—one to 45deg., the 
other to 80deg. If you examine these, it will be found that on the hook, at 20deq. 
pitch, the position of the gut, in a straight line with the shank, is as perfect as 
anyone need reasonably wish to have it ; that it isnot greatly, if at all, improved by 
the 45deg. pitch ; and that with the 80deg. pitch it is decidedly objectionable, and 
would spoil the appearance and the strike of any fly if so attached. 

Now try the pull, for penetration of the point, by sticking the point lightly into 
a piece of cork or indiarubber, and pulling on the gut asif hookingafish. I think» 
you will admit that the line of pull is much better with the 20deg. than the 80deg., 
though there is not much perceptible difference between the 20deg. and the 
45deg. = 

If you think these practical illustrations of my argument are sufficiently interest- 
ing, and that Mr. Pennell will deign to look at them, please use your own discre- 
tion as to forwarding them to him. 

Probably it is presumptuous on the part of a humble individual like myself, who 
has only had a little over 40 years’ experience as a fly-fisher, to venture to dispute 
the dictum of so great an authority in angling literature as Mr. Cholmondeley 
Pennell, and in most angling matters I should accept his opinion as a yery high 
authority ; but on this point, to which I have given careful attention, I beg to dis- 
pute his authority, and I hope the trouble I have taken to prove it practically to 
anyone who cares to examine the specimens will be conclusive that he is mistaken 

I have not before tested the question of angle of eye so completely, and I now 
consider that my examples sent prove that 45deg. is a good angle for pitch of the 
eye ; but that some additional advantage is to be gained by keeping it down to 
35deg., and that the position of the gut will fish well at either 25deg. or 45deg., but 
infinitely better than at 80deg. 

If Mr. Pennell is not convinced, I will undertake to show him on his own tackle, 
if he will send me a salmon hook with a turned eye (not a split needle eye), forged 
at an angle of 30deg. or not less than 25deg., anda strand of salmon gut such as he 
would wse to fish for salmon on such a hook, to tie the gut by the usual knot in such 
way that the gut shall stand true to the line of shank, which he says cannot be done 
if there is a very small departure from “nearly, but not quite, a right-angle.”— 
I am, &ce., GEORGE BANKART, 





SALMON ANGLING IN THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE: THE SLICED HOOK 
FOR SALMON FISHING. 


S1r,—Whilst these interesting letters are appearing in your paper under the 
above heading, might I be permitted to ask a question on the subject? I confess it 
is with fear and trembling that I do so, inasmuch as it perhaps betrays an amount 
of ignorance on the subject of worm-fishing for salmon of which I, a salmon fisher 
for more than a quarter of a century, ought to be ashamed, But the question is, 
What do you want with a float? What use is it? 

More than 20 years ago fishing with a float for salmon was the only way known 
in the river I fished when using a wormas bait. Nowadays, I, for one, never use it, 
and Iam sure I kill any number more salmon than formerly. Ceteris paribus! IT 
often see other anglers using floats, and they tell me they do not get as many fish 
as I do. 

.The method I have been led to adopt when worm-fishing for salmon is to use a 
spinning rod, very much such a one as Mr, Kelson recommends, sling the worms 
out far or near, according to circumstances, and then just let them sweep round 
with the stream to the bank ; or should the stream be too sluggish, gently draw 
them in towards me, in either case coiling the line on the ground ready for the 
next sling. [attach a good deal of importance to the weight of lead used, believing 
it to be important that the bait does not travel too fast, but just trippingly along 
the bottom. And while on this subject, allow me to add my mite of praise in favour 
of the Marston’s patent sliced hook for worm-fishing, and to relate this fact regard- 
ing them, Icould not get the shape I wanted until nearly the end of last season 
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When I did procure the shape and size, I killed every salmon that I got a bite from 
_on those hooks,—I am, &ce., An IRIsH CORRESPONDENT, 


__ [ Will our correspondent kindly send us a sample of the sliced hook he refers to? 
The float is used for the purpose of carrying a bait for a hundred, or even two 
hundred, yards down a stream. If no float is used many places cannot be fished. 
The ordinary plan is as described by our correspondent—yiz., to let the worm 
travel slowly, the sinker being fastened on by a bit of thread, or finer gut, so that 
only the lead is lost if it gets fast on the bottom.—ED, | 





A SUGGESTION FOR AMATEUR FLY-TYERS, 


S1r,—In your issue of the 20th inst. I was very pleased to find the article on 
“Trout Flies, and How to Make Them,” by “ H. F. N.,” and have no doubt it will be 
a great source of pleasure to many fly-fishermen of a winter evening. I can myself 
quite endorse his idea. If you want to get the greatest possible enjoyment out of 
your fishing, tie your own flies. 

Now, with your kind assistance, I will endeavour to get over the difficulty for the 
fly-tyer that has large hands, and to make it still easier for small hands to do. I 
have a pair of steel spring pliers for holding the hook, which I should think would 
.be a great assistance even to a professional fly-tyer for tying the smaller kinds of 
flies, although I have some recollection of a controversy some time since in one of 
your issues that in making the smallest flies the hook is held in the fingers by the 
professional fly-tyer. 

Lhave sent a full-size sketch of the kind of pliers I mean. The pair I have I 
have hai in my possession for quite 30 years, and they were used for the same pur- 





pose by my father. If there is anything of the kind made for the purpose by any 
firm, I would suggest to them that a sketch, with price, in your valuable paper 
would be very useful. Friends of mine have inquired for them at most of the 
fishing-tackle: shops in London, and could not find anything like them. 

In “H. F, N.’s” instructions I cannot quite see the reason for putting two herls 
on a fly the size shown, when one is quite sufficient, and winds much closer and 
easier. My difficulty in fly-making is getting the correct patterns of the different 
flies. Ishould be thankful to any fly-fisherman for any patterns, with names of 
same. Old flies that have cracked off the gut would be sufficient for me. Could 
Messrs. Woodfield and Sons give names of firms from whom eyed-hooks from Mr. 
Hall’s patterns can be procured? I haye used eyed-hooks last season, and find it is 
almost impossible to whip off the end fly, which is a great consideration, more espe- 
cially to amateurs, or even to older hands, when, as it often is the only fly you have 
of the kind, and in the hurry to get a cast over a rising fish, the end fly is often 
found wanting. The security is the great advantage the eyed-hook has over the 
hook that has to be tied on, apart from the many other great improvements I am 
expecting to find in the shape of the hook.—I am, Kc., 

Tottenham. A ipl a bead 


[We like the shape of the pliers so much that we have had a block made, and trust 
some of our readers may know where these spring pliers can be got.—ED. | 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM—SALMON ANGLING, &e, 


Sir,—The Trent is very low and fine again, and, with one or two exceptions, 
sport has been very indifferent. Several good catches of chub have been had in the 
Clifton water, one angler getting a nice lot with scratchings. A friend of mine got 
two pike on Thursday, and a chub of 3lb.; another gentleman a pike of 81b. in the 
same length of water. Some very fine roach have been taken at Collingham, but 
there is so much netting done, and any quantity of fish can be bought, that you 
cannot report with any confidence from this part of the river. The police and 
keepers recovered the nets I mentioned last week at Colwick—three trammels, alto- 
gether 40 yards of netting. The subscribers may well complain of the want of 
sport while such things are used. 

Tam glad to see that a little friendly criticism has brought Mr. Kelson out ; all such 
interchaage of opinions must be beneficial to the angling fraternity. With respect to the 
Nottingham-made rods, you must expect us to be a little prejudiced in favour of our 
native town, as I think we have got some of the best rod-makers in England for 
either salmon or any other fish. I am of the same opinion as my old governor, that 
it does not lie so much jin the rod asin the angler, he having killed two salmon 
this season with a light barbel rod. Mr, Moll, an old salmon fisherman, never uses 
any other rod, and kills his fish in first-rate style. Still, I agree with Mr. Kelson 
that a 14ft. rod is about the best length, providing it is not made too heavy. The 
Derby rods are made of bamboo, with a greenheart top, and excellent they are up 
to 16ft. long. One of our favourite swims runs 14ft. deep, requiring a long rod, 
and where a 12ft. rod would be simply useless, as we always fish well on the bottom, 
If Mr. Kelson were to fish the Trent in the style he advocates, he would require 
a fishing-tackle shop on the bank, and a man hard at work making tackle, as ‘he 
would be fast every swim. Most of the salmon killed are not more than from 10 to 
50 yards from you. I cannot see the utility of fishing 100 yards past where the fish 
are. Iam sorry to say the publicity given about salmon fishing in the Nottingham 
style has caused the number of anglers to be restricted to a few, and the subscrip- 
tions to be raised to about three times the amount,—I am, Xc., A. W. 

Nottingham, Jan. 5th. 


FLAX WASTE FOR KEEPING WORMS. 


S1r,—I can fully bear out what your correspondent, “ Watchet,” states about the 
value of flax waste for keeping worms in. The worms thrive wonderfully, and are 
always ready for use. If youcannot get any waste in town I will send you some 
with pleasure,—I am, kc., 

Leeds. We S. 

[We should like to try some.—ED., | 





RIVER-KEEPERS’ DINNER. 


Srr,—I have much pleasure in reporting and acknowledging additional contribu- 
tions from the following :—Messrs. A. J. Little, W. G. Barnes, John Green, HE. A, 
Holroyd, A. Mackrill, W. A. Herring, R. B. Matthews, John Bond, T. R. Sachs, T. A, 
Mitchell, David Goodger, J. Hill, R. C. Blundell, Dr. Brunton, James Lodge, H. B. 
Eyre, W. L. Thomas, John Bright, W. Beard, 8. H. Twining, B. C. Marshall, F. Col- 
man, A, Mackrill (second contribution), Thomas Hiscock, and Mr. T. B. Sharpe. 
» The dinner is arranged to take place at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, on Friday, 
Jan. 23, at four, for half-past four o’clock sharp. Mr, Thomas Spreckley will preside, 
Visitors are admitted on payment of five shillings for the dinner ticket, and an early 
application is necessary as the number is limited,—I am, &c., 

7, Ironmonger-lane, Jan, 7. W. H, BROoUGHAM, sec, 


FISHING NEAR ST.+OLAVE’S. 

Srr,—In answer to query as to what fish are in the Cut, between the Chemical 
Works and St. Olaye’s Bridge, I can inform C. Chase there are very large bream and 
roach by the mill, where the water enters the river from Fritton Decoy ; also good 
perch. I have never heard of any jack being taken. Mr. Sparrow, the landlord 
of the Bell, has grounds along the water, and he has had the bed of the river 
cleaned, &c., and next summer it will bea spot worth trying more than it ever has 
been.—Iam, &c., J, LARK, 

Great Yarmouth, 


THE SOUTH-EASTERN PRIVILEGES. 

Sir,—lI beg leave to state that all the arrangements are now complete in respect 
to these privileges. A separate ticket will be provided, bearing the stamp of this 
company, and will come into operation on Friday next, January 16th, on the follow- 
ing conditions :— 

“ Anglers’ tickets will be issued on production of the agreed members’ cards, duly 
stamped by the Company. 

“From Charing-cross, Waterloo, Cannon-street, or London-bridge to Tunbridge, 
Paddock Wood, Yalding, Wateringbury, or East Farleigh—fares for the return 
journey :—2nd ‘class, 7s, 6d.; 3rd class. 4s. From Charing Cross, Waterloo, Cannon 
Street, or London-bridge to Dorking, 2nd class, 3s. 9d. ; 3rd class, 2s. 8d. 

“The tickets will be issued by the last two ordinary down trains on Fridays, and 
by the ordinary trains on Saturdays and Sundays. The tickets will be available for 
the return journey by any ordinary train up to and including the first up third-clags 
train on the Monday following the day of issue.” 

N.B.—Secretaries will oblige by sending as early as possible the names and 
addresses of those members requiring the Privilege Ticket on this railway, which 
will be provided free of cost to those holding Privilege Tickets from the Angler's 
Association.—I am, &ce., 


10, Baches-street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N. R. GHURNEY, sec, 


WATERPROOF FOR SILK—WATERPROOF VARNISH. 

Srr,—I hope this recipe of varnish and waterproof will be of some use to the 
readers of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 

Varnish (waterproof): 11b. of oil of turpentine, 41b. of powdered litharge, 1b. 
of linseed oil. Boil these and mix them well-together. While the varnish is warm, 
brush the material over with it till soaked, and dry it in the sun, 

Waterproof for silk, called afterwards oiled silk :—15 parts of, boiled oil, 3 parts 
of ground litharge, 1 part of beeswax, 3 parts colour if required. Melt and well 
mix the ingredients, stretch the silk out tight and apply the mixture with a 
brush till it is well saturated; when dry it will be perfectly waterproof,—I 
am, ec. H, D. 

Gloucester-road, 8. Kensington. 





CHAR IN THE TRENT FISHERY DISTRICT. 

Srr,—I beg to note a letter in FISHING GAZETTE of Dec. 27, 1884, with reference 
to char in the Trent Fishery District. There are none ; but the words are inserted 
in the by-laws and licenses, in the hope that they may be cultivated in some of the 
large reservoirs and pools. So far without success.—I am, &c., 

ALAN BAgort, 





FISHING IN ICELAND. 


ICELAND is a fifth larger than Ireland, yet its total population is only about equal 
to that of the town of Greenock. But its rivers and lakes abound in salmon, sea 
trout, char, and brown trout ; and ptarmigan, wild swans, ducks, snipe, and a great 
variety of water fowl afford fair shooting. We understand that it is wished to open 
up the island as a theatre for the sports of fishing and shooting, both of which may 
be had at a much lower rate than what is generally charged either in Scotland or in 
Norway. There are a good many large rivers in Iceland, three of them being each 
upwards of 100 miles in length, and a number of lakes, the largest of which is 36 
miles in circumference, and the next largest 25 miles. The atmosphere is in general 
very clear and pufe, and the temperature not so cold as might be expected. 

At Reykjavik, the capital—a town of 2,500 inhabitants—the mean temperature is 
39deg., the mean summer temperature 53deg.,and the mean winter temperature 
29deg. There are between thirty and forty salmon rivers in Iceland, and the follow- 
ing details about five of the best of them, which are at present to let, may be 
interesting to some of our piscatorial readers. These rivers are between thirty and 
sixty miles from Reykjavik, and vary in rent from £30 to £60a year. There are no 
cruives in any of them, and no netting is allowed, and they are all clear-water rivers 
—that is to say, not fed from glacier sources. There is first the Laxa—as its name 
denotes, asalmonriver. It is. about thirty miles from Reykjavik. There are twelve 
miles of good fishing water, and there are said to be comfortable quarters near the river. 
In five weeks two rods have caught 190 salmon in this river. The weight of the salmonis 
not given. The rentasked from Ist July to 1st September is £40. Then comes the 
Bugda, also about thirty miles distant from Reykjavik. It has twelve miles of good 
fishing water, and suitable accommodation near the river. Two rods are stated 
to have caught 130 salmon in four weeks, The third stream is the Kjarra, sixty 
miles distant from Reykjavik. Here there are twelve miles of good fishing water, 
and the rent asked for the whole season is £30. Next follows a river with the 
rather jaw-breaking name of Straumfjardara, sixty miles from Reykjavik and twenty 
from Stykkesholm, where the steamer calls. Here there are ten miles of fishing 
water, and the rent for the yearis £30. Lastly, there is the Langa, with five miles 
of good fishing water. There are said to be good quarters at Langarfoss farmhouse, 
close to the river. The rent asked is £40. 

The Danish Government has recently established two hatcheries in Iceland for the 
artificial rearing of salmon and sea trout. These have been erected under the 
superintendence of Lieutenant Feddersen, of Copenhagen, One is at Laxa and the 
other at Tingvalla, and at both places the ova of salmon and salmon trout, after 
being impregnated, have been successfully hatched out, and are ready for distribu- 
tion. Since 1664 salmon has figured among the exports from Iceland. But many 
of the rivers have suffered greatly from over-netting, spearing, and other barbarous 
methods of fishing, and but little has been done fully to develop their resources by 
putting salmon ladders on the many waterfalls that exist and prevent the upward 
progressof salmon. In 1858, however, one river yielded 22,0001b. weight of salmon ; 
and, in 1870, more than 100 tons of salted salmon were shipped to foreign ports,— 
Scotsman. 





Tur CoMMON SNIPE,— The snipe is fond of wet meadows, brooks, ditches, and 
boggy or marshy places, where it finds a profitable occupation in piercing the soft 
soil with its long and sensitive bill in pursuit of food, During very cold weather 
the snipe is gregarious, but does not long remain in one spot; it frequently shifts 
its feeding-places, so that a sportsman who may have excellent sport one day, may, on 
the day following, find the locality entirely deserted. When undisturbed, the snipe 
moves slowly and easily, carrying the head erect, and occasionally moving the tail. 
When alarmed the bird invariably squats until danger has passed, or takes wing at 
once, never running, as is the habit of the other members of the sandpiper tribe. 
When wounded, it has a curious habit of jumping or fluttering up from the ground. 
When it takes flight its movements, for the first thirty or forty yards, are tortuous 
and rapid in the extreme, and then it commonly soars to a very considerable height, 
or flies straight off to some distant feeding-place. Another peculiarity connected 
with this bird is the strange humming noise it produces with its wings, and this is 
more noticeable when it is endeavouring to divert attention from its nest, or when 
choosing a mate, This noise is generally attributed to a peculiar movement of the 
wings, and has been likened to the bleating of a goat; indeed, in some parts of 
France the snipe is known as “ Cheyre yolant,”—From “ Familar Wild Birds” 
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SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 


GHA: SiuehrA' Rol °O) Wissen Car 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 


Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
, (Very Light). 
New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 
(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


IMPORTERS OF 
SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 
KILLING BAITS FOR CHUB, ROACH, DACE, BREAM, &c 


WELL - CURED WASP GRUBS, 

Price 3s. perlb. Also, LARGE MEALWORMS, 5s. per 1.000, 1s. per 200. Above 3s, 

post free. Address—C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob Street, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 
CASH WITH ORDER, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 - Putney. 

45 - Hammersmith, 
Aaa 5° » | Barnes. 

55 - Kew. 

75 a Richmond. 

80 - Twickenham. 

85 +4 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For TimMEs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, January 10 ... 8.48 9.24 
Sunday, ss LOY hte isis 10.0 10,38 
Monday, 3 2 cme oa 11.13 11.46 
Tuesday, Rs 13! ke 56 12.0 ihe 12.15 
Wednesday, :, A ae ae 12.41 580 a3 1.3 

Thursday, + 15 OI 506 1.26 ies 1.46 
Friday, A 16 2.4 2.21 


New Moon on the 16th. 
gS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 





Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


There is very little to report in the way of fishing, as so few anglers have been 
out, nor have they cared to do so in so coldan atmosphere, notwithstanding the good 
character of the water for jack and perch fishing ; but the river is about the summer 
level. It is to be feared the great amount of dredging in the Thames has seriously 
affected angling for both these descriptions of fish—a number of islands where they 
used to lie have disappeared, and the old places famous in days gone by have gone. The 
mildseason has heen a grand one for the spawning of trout ; it is now reported that at 
least six brace of large trout have spawned in the back water at Sunbury. A fine 
fish of 10lb was picked up dead last week at Sunbury, and it was supposed from 
spawning. What with the large number of trout that have spawned in the Lower 
‘Thames, and the additions that haye been made to the already large stock in the 
river, the trout anglers have the prospect of some good work before them. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

Richmond.—The roach are being taken of a good size, and in satisfactory 
quantities. F. Brown, in four days, got 591b. weight, the largest fish scaling 
1flb. Job Brain, in one day, took 13lb., seven of the largest weighing 8Ib. 
Henry ema in six days, 841b., and a chub of 3lb.; and Henry Wheeler, in one 
ay, 141b. 


Twickenham.—tThe fishing here has been for roach anddace. Richard Coxon, 


in three days and one half day, caught forty dozen, Edward Finch, in a couple 


of days, 24lb. ; J. Dobbin, in the same time, eleven dozen ; and Samuel Cole, in one 
day, 101b. Mr. George Wright, of the White Swan Hotel, has had a day amongst 
the jack, and got one of 41b, 2oz., and another of 331b., and in addition three perch. 


Teddington.—There are no reports here of any description, and, much to the 
disappointment of the fishermen, there has not as yet been any supply of Lamperns. 
Mr. Evans, fishing with Joseph Baldwin, in one day got seven barkel, weighing 23lb., 
the largest fish scaling 7b. 

Kingston.—The only take in this district is that of John Johnson, senr., in three 
hours, when he got six brace of perch. The bank anglers at Kingston, Surbiton, 
Thames Ditton, East Moulsey, Hampton, and Sunbury have been the only class of 
piscators on the war-path ; but they have been fairly successful amongst roach, 
dace, chub, and perch. At “ Tagg’s Island Fishery,” at Hampton Court, the anglers 
have made a good show of roach. 

Walton.—Mr. Alfred Mackrill, fishing with George Hone, has taken three and a 
half brace of perch. 

Weybridge.—Mxr. Thornton, fishing with Herbert Curr, has caught a jack of 
11lb, 20z. 

Staines.—Mr. Jones, of the Swan Hotel, fishing with John Keene, sen., for two 
hours, caught nine chub, and another day, in four hours, six chub. John Keene 
jun., in one day, 201b. of chub, 


UPPER THAMES. 


Anglers Thamesward bound cannot do better than stick to their old love just now, 
for the river is in prime all-round trim, and good takes of roach, chub, and perch 
have been had at nearly every station between Staines and Hynsham, At Monkey 
Island, on Saturday, a gentleman took just 201b. of chub and two dozen of fine 
roach ; and at Maidenhead a bank angler nobbled 12lb. of roach, with three brace 
also of perch to grace his basket. From Cookham I glean that Jones, out with 
Mr. F. Smith, on Friday, caught four jack, going respectively 7lb. 1lloz., 5lb. 7oz.,’ 
5lb. 30z., and 41b. On the following day, with the same gentleman, Jones had five 
runs, but only got one fish of 3lb.—the baits being literally ‘“ chaw’d” up and then 
left. Have piscators not too frequently experienced this disappointing work? 
Jones, of Cookham, has recently been appointed assistant bailiff to the local associa- 
tion; and London and other visitors will find him a careful, civil, reasonable- 
charging, and clever young fellow. I have known him twenty years, and cannot 
speak too highly of him allround. At Hurley, on the 4th inst., some anglers went 
to work puntwards and bankwards, most of them getting fairly rewarded ; Mr. 
Treherne (staying at the East Arms) carrying off the palm with a three hours’ 
catch of 7lb. of 31b. roach and two chub, going 4lb. within an ace. Thursday 
Evening.—River in good order for roach, chub, perch, and jack. Weather some- 
what gota frost, butinclined to “come up smiling.”—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 


The water is in very good order for anything now. I was out on the 4th, and 
only got two dozen of roach. My son was out on the 5th, and got a few roach, They 
are feeding very fine at present. There have beena few chub taken this week, but 
of no size. They were taken with pith and brains. No one cares about coming down, 
as it is so cold, or there are plenty of fish to be had, Better news next week I hope. 
—JAMES HOARE, 


Thames (Kynsham). 


Chub fishing here has been at its best during the past seven days. Mr. Geen, 
on New Year’s Day, had a splendid show of large fish, weighing 37lb., on the 
3rd, 32lb.; and on the 7th the attendant was still more heavily laden, the fish 
weighing 443]lb. On the same day Mr. Hobden succeeded in taking 31lb. To-day, 
the 8th, a rough, stormy day, Mr. Geen got 16lb., Mr. Hobden 15lb., and Mr, T. 
Huggett, fishing from a punt, felt the full effects of the storm, and was not so suc- 
cessful.—_W. B. Howe. 
Thames (Goring). 


Water now in good order for jack and perch. Jack and perch have been taking 
very well last week ; I only had one day last week—four jack, largest 61b., and two 
dozen very good perch. Prospects good for this week.—_JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Maidenhead). 

One could have had some good sport with chub while the frosts lasted; but, says 
Mr. Piscator, “ I cannot face this weather.” Still, the little chub are to be caught, 
but chub fishers missed.a good chance, I piloted Mr. G. Head on Jan. 4th toa 
decent bag of chub. As the weather has changed it will cause the pike to feed, and _ 
about two days’ rain will thicken the water, so pikeianglers had better take the first 
chance—live baiting I would try ; if not any sport try spinning. If you cannot get 
Thames bleak, sprats I can recommend, as I have caught them the weight of 101b. 
on Thames spinning flights.—JAMES ANDREWS, 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Water in very good condition for all round fishing, Chub and perch have been 
on the feed fairly well. One gentleman last week took 20l1b. weight of chub, 151b. 
of which were good fish, averaging from 2lb, to 3lb. There have been some nice 
takes of perch, but very few fishermen down this week—I suppose on account of the 
holidays. Jack ought to be on the feed, as the water is now in capital condition, 
although rather low.—R. PLUMMER, sen, ; 


: Thames (Oxford). 


The bright frosty weather which ushered in the Christmas season has given place 
to a heavy downpour of rain, which I hope will speedily be succeeded by another 
spell of fine. Since I last had time to write, a fortnight ago, angling matters 
have taken quite another turn, sport has been excellent, and the takes large. 
Otters appear to be more than plentiful along the valley of the Thames and 
the Cherwell. From Long Wittenham I learn that several barbel, varying from 
seven to five pounds, have recently been picked up on the banks in the vicinity 
of the weir pool. One, a magnificent fish, had been eaten down to the shoulders, 
a rather unusual piece for the otter to select, the shoulders generally being the 
place selected. A labouring man, living at Kennington, informs me he has dis- 
covered the trail of several in the water meadows along the Weir’s back stream, 
between the paper mill and its confluence with the Kennington water. Oneday 
last week a splendid carp weighing 12lb., and a jack about 5lb., were discovered 
near Islip, both of which had been killed by the water-pest. A strange inci- 
dent also happened above Godstow a few days since. A jack weighing 
9lb. was picked up, with a trout weighing 8lb. in its mouth. It would 
appear that immediately the jack had caught the trout he was in turn seized 
by the otter, and brought to shore with his victim. The Cherwell must contain 
some very large fish. This week a jack of 12lb. was taken by Beckley, the fisher- 
man, in a hoop net. In the summer, whilst the dredging operations were going on, 
the navvies always had a flue down, and they caught so many fish that they were 
unable to sell them even at a penny a pound, and, in spite of the perpetual netting 
which is constantly going on, the fish seem as plentiful as ever. It is a great pity 
this magnificent river—the finest carp fishery in England—cannot be put under a 
board ; but, as the conservators would be farmers, I fear the experiment would be 
open to doubt. The Oxford Bench, by their decision against a waterman named 
Alec Beesley, have once and for all struck the death blow to the supposition enter- 
tained by the freemen of the city that their rights rose superior to the powers of the 
Conservancy. Iam more pleased that Beesley was convicted, because he has, so to 
speak, been a ringleader of the opposition against the work of the society, and has 
repeatedly been cautioned to desist from taking undersized fish ; but, in spite of all 
the warnings he has received, he has continued doing the same thing again and 
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again, until the society have been forced to impress upon him in the most unpleasant 
manner, that such practices connot be permitted to go on unchecked._CHERWELL 


OTTER, 
The Thames (Windsor). 


The cold of the last few days has had the effect of keeping anglers off the river, 
those who have been out complaining of line freezing to rod, and but little sport in 
return for the discomfort. Those who are robust, and wrap up well, ought to find 
good sport among the chub as long as line does not stick fast, as water and weather 
are first-rate for them, Having half an hour at disposal 3rd inst., I tried them 
near home, and on the Bucks side of the Fireworks Eyot, a small eyot about 100 
yards from Windsor Bridge, so well-known to old Etonians as the centre of attrac- 
tion every fourth of June, when the day’s festivities close with a grand display of 
fireworks from it, A small quantity of pith being prepared, I was soon scattering 
fragments above the chubby-looking spot, following them down with my pelican 
quill and a choice morsel of pith. I had not long to wait, it being allowed only a 
few feet to swim undisturbed before I was soon fast in number one, six others fol- 
lowing in quick succession, till darkness prevented my trying them longer. Unfor- 
tunately, a fringe of old piles bordering the eyot caused me to lose three good fish, 
which bolted into them soon as pricked, the use of fine tackle preventing my holding 
them too much. Though small, the four taken only going about 3lb., a brace of 
which I returned, satisfied me that they will feed, and that pith is an excellent bait 
for the present time and water. Providing line does not freeze, a day’s “long 
corking” ought to be found very enjoyable. Roach are feeding better, bank anglers 
getting some nice fish, the best coming under my notice being forty-six, taken by 
Mr, G, Harley, of Slough, 2nd inst. Mr, Gossick, of Slough, had 81b. the same day, 
Mr, Manning, of Windsor, also taking a few good-sized ones. Should the cold 
increase, it will be the means of entirely stopping the sport. On many occasions I 
have had to surrender to the cold, even breaking my line in endeavouring to baffle 
it. In my last report, I attributed the swamping of a ballast-boat with four men 
on board, one of whom was drowned, to the swell caused by a passing launch, my 
informant, a few minutes before the accident, noticing one in the neighbourhood. 
In justice to the launches, I found, on inquiry the same night, after forwarding 
report, that the swamping was caused through their boat being too heavily laden.— 
B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 


Ancholme District. 


The waters are coated with ice, and the outlook is more pleasant to the skater than 
_ the fisherman,—THomAs Forp, 


Chichester. 


During the past week the weather has been very changeable, King Frost asserting 
his supremacy the last few days, the water being covered with ice. A few small 
pike have been taken, doubtless on their own hook, as I counted no less than eight 
unattended pike lures at the basin in one day, owned, no doubt, by a couple of the 
P.H. fraternity we have to deal with. At Selham, the water is in good condition, 
with but few anglers. Mr. Young, on Monday, landed a well-conditioned pike of 
431b., but assures me the water will well repay a visit for roach fishing. From the 
Ouse my report is not satisfactory, nothing worth recording having been taken. 
At Chichester, this day, weather cold and wet.—GrorGE F, SALTER. 


The Dove. 


We have had splendid pike and grayling fishing weather since our last report 
appeared. The frost has sharpened up the piscine appetite wonderfully, and the 
grayling have come to the surface freely in search of the many water duns now on 
the water. We have had aconsiderable number of anglers out, most of whom have 
been grayling fishing ; but there have been some also in pursuit of pike and chub, 
and these, like the grayling anglers, have met with a fair measure of success. The 
water is in splendid order for any sort of fishing, and the grayling dishes have not 
amounted to less than five brace per rod. Of the spinning lures, the Derby killer 
still continues to account for the majority of pike captured.—_THE SPLODGER. 


Esk (Whitby). 

During the past week the frost has been somewhat severe. There has been no 
rain to speak of for upwards of a month, and the river is very low and dead. The 
other day the members of the Esk Fishery Association and also the Board of Con- 
serv ators met, and discussed events of the past season and the prospects of the future. 
There was great unanimity in regard to the success which had attended the efforts 
made to propagate the breed of salmon in the river; at the same time it was felt that 
there is plenty of room for improvement. The river is not a very large one, but it 
is capable of no small amount of extension from a piscatorial point of view. Mr. 
Samuel Wilkinson, who had held the office of secretary to the kindred associations 
for some twelve or fourteen years, much to his own credit and advantage to all lovers 
of the rod, having previously tendered his resignation, the two bodies proceeded to 
elect his successor. There were applications from three different sources ; but the 
real struggle was between Messrs. Charles Proctor and William Brown (joint applica- 
tion) and Mr. W. H. Rhodes. Messrs. Proctor and Brown were ultimately elected, 
and it was understood that the arrangement should be that the former gentleman 
look after the river and the latter attend to the office work. The contest for the 
honours caused, as such contests mostly do, no small amount of feeling; but none of 
it was of an acrimonious nature, and now that the struggle is over there is no doubt 
that all will settle down and work harmoniously together for the good of the 
beautiful little river.—JNo. J. JACKSON. 


Exe (Exeter). 


No special takes of pike or perch this week, although an ardent angler (a railway 
guard) fell in the river here a few days ago, and report says he wished to swell the 
military list, and fell in to join the Coldstream Guards (cold-stream), and expects to 
be dubbed a Knight of the Bath, or Rod, as this occurred while he was seeking 
(divers) scientific matters to fathom. Two gentlemen have taken some pike near 
Cowley with live roach ; but none of the “ leviathans ”” have been captured lately.— 
J. A. KELLEY. 

Leicester. 

Angling operations in this neighbourhood have lately been quiet, although the 
weather cannot be said to have very greatly interfered with the sport. Several 
nights the frost was very severe, and where the waters were not running fast a thick 
sheeting of ice covered the rivers. Pike and chub fishing have been the chief 
mediums of sport in the Leicester Ssciety’s waters, and some nice lots of chub are 
readily taken. Pike have not reached any large size from these waters. A notable 
catch was made by a party from Leicester at the latter part of last week. The 
day’s take consisted of between 60lb. and 7O0lb. of pike, the largest weighing 18lb. 
As may be expected, considerable admiration, and perhaps no small amount of envy, 
prevailed among fishermen in this locality. The artists who enjoyed this good sport 
were Mr. F. Matthews and Soldier Bill. The /ocale from where the fish were taken 
was supposed to be a secret, but I have good reason to believe that they were 
caught at Moira Reservoir. With this exception, in the district waters sport on 
the whole has been rather quiet, several of the best ponds having a coating of 
6 on them, To-day (Thursday) weather very cold, and rain fell during the day.— 

ERT. 
Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are still in splendid angling order, both keeping clear. The anglers 
haye visited both streams well this week, and they could not wish for the water to 
be in better order, or the weather different to what it has been the last few days for 
grayling fishing. The best killing baits are the maggot and grasshopper, and some 
good dishes have been taken. Some good grayling have been landed near Ivington, 
Good sport has heen had in the Lugg with the grasshopper, On Saturday a splendid 


lot of grayling were taken from the Lugg near Aymestry with the maggot, averaging 
100z, each. In the Arrow a good dish of grayling were taken with the grasshopper. 
Some very nice fish were landed it the Lugg near Ford’s Bridge on Monday with the 
maggot. The Arrow was tried the same day near Hardisland and a fine lot of 
grayling were landed, Fishing quiet in the Monkland and Bodenham waters this 
week, Tuesday was a splendid day for angling and several anglers were out, and 
some good lots were taken with the grasshopper. The Pinsley is in good order. A 
few fish have been taken with the maggot this week—GWyNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


The water still remains in good condition, but it is too cold for most anglers. 
Several good jack have been taken during the week, as well as roach, the latter 


biting nicely at a worm.—YE MrpwAy WATER RAT, 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


Both rivers are in good order. A change in the weather has made the sport good 
to-day. Mr, Patriek had a fine show of pike.—S. E. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). . 


The weather has changed for the better for pike fishing. For the last few days 
the water has been frozen over, and if the thaw continues there will be a good prospect 
in a short time. During the time I sent my last report, the gentlemen that were 
out on the 1st inst. took a very nice jack going 1141b. ; but there has not been much 
chance since, for the ice has prevented all fishing, with the exception of here and 
there a place where the stream was not frozen over. On the 7th inst. Mr. T, 
Fovargue was out with me, but we had to pick a place between the ice ; but he was 
very successful in taking two, going 8lb. and 4lb. The water is in good condition 
where it is fishable, and I hope there will be more water to fish in the next week 
than there has been this. Onthe 6th inst. I went out for a short time, and took 
one 41b,—H. Rout. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The weather here has been most winterly during the week, with very sharp frosts 
and cold winds, and the river has anything but an inviting appearance. Notwith- 
standing all these drawbacks, a few anglers are still found who let neither wind or 
wet deprive them of their sport; but I am afraid I cannot congratulate these 
worthies upon their success. Iam giad to see that the Severn Board of Conser- 
vators have taken (what all anglers will call) a most sensible view of the much 
discussed subject of netting, and now we Salopians will be enabled to offer our 
brother anglers some of the best all-round fishing in England, and this free of charge 
to those who have the necessary shilling trout license, issued by the Board of 
Conservators, and we hope our Liverpudlian and otherfriends who visit this part, 
will give us plenty of their society in the future, and we will promise them plenty 
of sport, and the scenery, in many spots round here, is ‘such as we often read of, 
and seldom see.” The river is now in first-class order for pike fishing ; wind 8.W.— 
SEVERN SALMON, 


South Level Cut (Littleport). 


Not many anglers down this last week, owing, I suppose, to the frosty weather ; 
but even the frosts, so deadly to the sport of the roach angler, do not seem to take 
them off the feed altogether, as the following will bear witness ;—Jan. 3rd, Mr. 
Hailstone, 101b. roach ; Mr. and Mrs, Tillett, Littleport, 841b. good roach in one hour. 
Jan, 4th, a London angler, about 13lb. good roach. Jan. 5th, Mr. Hailstone, 16lb. 
very good roach: Mr. W. L. Agger, Cambridge, a few good roach—largest about 
1b. 5oz. (ot weighed). Jan. 6th, Mr. Hailstone, 631b. roach ; M.F., Ely, 71b. roach ; 
T. South, Littleport, four pike—53lb., 33lb., 2lb., and 13lb. respectively. Jan. 7th, 
Mr. Hailstone, 171b. very fine roach. Not much chance for fishing to-day (Thurs- 
day), an icy wind blowing from south enough to take one’s nose off. My son went 
out for half an hour to try for live bait, but came home with his back up— CHARLIE 


SouTrH, 
The Stour (Bures, Essex), 


Messrs. Thompson and Bambridge, the former proprietor of the Bells Inn at this 
place, succeeded in taking last Saturday, the 3rd iust., 58lb. of roach (13 of them 
weighing over lb. each) and on the 4th inst., between 12 and 3 o’clock, 73%lb. 
fell to their rods, many of them over }lb. Such a show of fish has been seldom 
seen here this time of the year, and Mr. Thompson informs me the river, at tha 
present time, is swarming with them,—A. M. B. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The waters round this district have received considerable attention on the part of 
anglers, considering the season of the year. All the streams are in first-rate order, 
being not too clear or too high. During the week the grasshopper around this 
district has been the favourite bait. Most of the fish taken in this locality have 
been caught during the middle of the day, especially Tuesday and Wednesday, when 
the sun shone brilliantly for some hours each day, and fish took the bait freely fora 
couple of hours. About six brace of grayling were caught on Monday below 
Steventon by Mr. J. H. with the grasshopper. Each fish weighed fully 1b. ; he also 
landed some good perch. Another gentleman fishing near Ashford Weir caught 2 
brace of grayling. All these fish were caught during the middle of theday. I have 
heard of a few fish being landed up the Leintwardine quarter, and several prime 
fish being caught on Tuesday in the Park neighbourhood. The Corve has been pretty 
well visited, and some nice fish caught. The Clun has got all right again, and the 
few anglers that have visited that stream during the bright days at the beginning 
of the week have met with fair success. Wind 8. Weather bright and fine.—S, 
LUDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream still keeps in splendid angling order, still keeping clear, but has gone 
down a little, and could not be in better condition for grayling fishing, nor could 
the angler wish for better weather than the sharp frosty morning, and towards mid- 
day the sun shining out brightly. The grayling have been well on the feed, and 
very good lots have been taken with the grasshopper and maggot. The water near 
Rochfort was tried on Friday, and some fine grayling landed. A gentleman tried 
the water near Teme-bridge, and took a nice lot of fish with the grasshopper, averag- 
ing 80z. each. On Saturday some good fish were taken in the water below the town. 
A capital lot of grayling were landed in the water near Little Hereford. A fine lot 
of fish were shown to us on Monday by a gentleman who had just come from the 
riverside with the grasshopper. Some capital grayling were taken in the water near 
Berrington on Tuesday with the maggot. Good sport has been had near Corn Brook. 
The Rea and Ledwyche are quiet. A few fish have been taken from the Kyre with 
the maggot on Tuesday, but fishing in it generally quiet.— WORCESTER. 


Trent (Newark). 


The water has been very low and clear all this week, and the weather very frosty ; 
but this afternoon we have had a great change, from a sharp frost to a steady 
drizzling rain, However, at the time of writing the river is still very clear and low, 
and in goood form for chub and pike; butif this rain continues it will spoil this 
class of sport. I have not been out all this week, so cannot say what has been done 
in the way of fish catching, for all my spare time is now taken up by thoroughly 
revising, and nearly re-writing my book on “Float Fishing,” which the publishers 
hope to get) out before the next season opens,—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The Trent in this district continues very low and fine, and is in first-class condition 
for chub and pike fishing. Anglers during the week have been more numerous than, 
for some weeks previously, and several good baskets of chub have been forthcoming 
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from Sawley, Wilford, and Kneeton Hills. A large pike (201b.) has also been 
caught in a private length by Dr. Siddalls, of this town. The more secluded back- 
waters have been unfishable, owing to frosts. On Thursday, the weather relaxed in 
severity, and as rain began to fall copiously after noon, it is possible a few inches of 
water may come on, In that case, bream, dace, and roach anglers should be on the 
alert. Prospects augur well for the commencement of the salmon season, which 
opens on the Ist proximo.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 
* 


Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 


Both these rivers are in fine order for fishing. Pike are running well, and chub 
reported to be well on either lob worms or pith and brains ; the latter has the pre- 
ference, Jan. 8: Rain falling fast.—ANON. 


Wye and Derwent. 


The weather during the past week has been beautiful and fine, with the excep- 
tion of to-day (Thursday), which has been raw and cold, with a great quantity of 
rain, which has discoloured both rivers a little. Sport during the week has been 
very fair, andsome good baskets of grayling, roach, dace, and perch have been killed, 
mostly with cockspur and brandling worms ; maggots have killed a few brace of 
grayling, but worms have proved the most killing bait. On Saturday last I had 
a thorough day’s fly fishing, fishing from Cromford to near Whatstandwell, when I 
got thirteen grayling, and had to return eleven of them, being under 9in. long. 
Small grayling are very numerous this season on most parts of the Derwent. The 
pike fishers have killed a few fish during the week, the fish running small,— 
GEORGE JAMES HATON, 
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ScorcH SALMON FisHINGS.—The Fishery Board having intimated to the sea- 
coast proprietors of salmon fishings that they had now resolved to submit forthwith 
to the Secretary of State proposals for a general measure to amend the salmon 
fishery laws, invited a deputation of these proprietors to attend a meeting of 
the board yesterday, that they might state their views on the subject. 
The deputation consisted of a number of the proprietors and tacksmen of salmon 
fishings on the east coast of Scotland. Mr. James Balfour, W.S., agent of the 
proprietors, read a minute of the committee containing their views on some of the 
more prominent debated points of salmon legislation. Admiral Maitland Dougall, of 
Scotscraig, chairman of the committee, entered into a full explanation of these; and 
he was supported by General Briggs of Strathairly, Mr. Johnston, tacksman, 
Montrose; Mr. Davidson, Aberdeen; Mr. Adam, Aberdeen ; Mr. Balmer, commis- 
sioner for the Duke of Richmond ; Mr. Dickson, on behalf of Mr. More Gordon ; and 
other gentlemen. Various questions were also asked by members of the board, and 
explanations given by the deputation. The principal points referred to were :— 
The annual close time ; the weekly close time; the definition of the estuaries ; the 
constitution and powers of the district boards ; and the regulation of stake and bag 
nets. At the conclusion of the interview, Sir Thomas Boyd, the chairman of the 
board, thanked the deputation for their presence, and for the statement which they 
had made of their views, and intimated that the board had not yet determined on 
their report, nor, indeed, had they considered it; but in doing so he assured them 
that the views which had been expressed would receive due attention. 


ANGLERS AND THE MANCHESTER RESERVOIR.—The following letter appeared in 
the Manchester Guardian recently :— S1r,—My attention has just been called to 
an editorial in your issue of Tuesday last referring to a proposition of the 
Manchester Anglers’ Association to stock the Woodhead reservoirs with trout in 
return for the concession of certain privileges—namely, the right of fishing the 
waters by the members of the said Association. My object in now addressing 
you is to inquire whether the idea of the promoters of this measure is to secure to 
themselves such privilege to the exclusion of other anglers who are unable to pay 
the large subscription which membership of this Association entails? If it is so, I 
hope our municipal representatives and especially those on the Waterworks 
Committee, will unhesitatingly veto the suggestion, for if the Corporation waters are 
to be thrown open at all, surely it should be to those lovers of angling who are less 
able to bear the expense of securing their sport at a distance, rather than toa 
wealthy class of men such as those comprising- the Manchester Anglers’ 
Association. For my part, I can see no reason why the reservoirs should not be 
fished ; but let all Manchester and Salford ratepayers have equal privileges, and 
don’t let us have the waters unjustly preserved for the benefit of a few.—V. Y.” 


FATAL ACCIDENT IN THE HunTING FreLD.—A CouNTY MAGISTRATE KILLED. 
—One of the most distressing accidents it has ever been our melancholy duty to 
record occurred on Saturday last to Edward Lister, J.P., of Cefn Ila, whilst hunting 
with the Chepstow and Llangibby Hounds. Mr. Lister, who has resided on his 
estate in this neighbourhood for nearly a quarter of a century, and has during that 
long period been a constant attendant at the meets, on Saturday proceeded to join 
the field at Llanvair Discoed, and whilst taking a fence in the neighbourhood of St. 
Bride’s, Netherwent, his horse swerved, and the rider was thrown-violently to the 
ground, and we regret to state he was found in an unconscious state. His son, 
Captain Longworth Lister, Mr. Harold Lawrence, and Mr. Palmer Jenkins, J.P., 
were promptly by his side, and whilst the son galloped to Usk, others proceeded for 
medical aid from Chepstow and Portskewett, and Mr. Dayid, the surgeon to the 
Tunnel Works, hastily proceeded to the scene of the accident, andi Dr. Lawrence, from 
Chepstow, afterwards arrived. During their absence Mr. Harold Lawrence supported 
and rendered all the aid in his power to the unfortunate gentlemen, who in a few 
moments expired. The deceased gentleman was much esteemed in the neighbour- 
hood of Usk for his straightforward and honourable actions. He was a Justice of 
the Peace, an acting Magistrate for the Petty Sessional Division of Usk, acted on 
several Courts, Committees, and the District Highway Board. His absence from the 
Bench will be deplored by his brother magistrates, and his death will be a great loss 
to the town and neighbourhood, where he has employed a number of workmen on his 
estate. Regret at his untimely death is universal in the district, and the greatest 
sympathy is expressed for Mrs. Lister in her bereavement. An inquest was held on 
Wednesday before E. D. Batt, Hsq., and a jury, of whom Mr, Hopton Williams was 
foreman, returned a verdict of accidental death. 


LIFEBOAT SERVICES IN 1884.—The splendid services rendered by the lifeboats of 
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution during the past 12 months resulted in the 
rescue of 596 lives, the greater part of which must have perished had it not been for 
the promptness and the daring of the brave crews of the lifeboats. Total lives 
saved, 621. In addition to these invaluable services in saving life, no less than 17 
vessels were by means of the lifeboats rescued in 1884 from being totally wrecked, 
or were brought by them safely into harbour. Further, the lifeboats were launched 
142 times in reply to distress signals, but returned to shore, the crews haying 
jeopardised their lives in vain because the signals had been either made in error or 
help was not required. During the year the society also granted rewards for the 
rescue of 159 lives by means of shore-boats and fishing boats, so that a grand total 
of 780 lives has been saved in the last 12 months through its instrumentality, bring- 
ing up the number of lives saved since the foundation of the institution to 31,343. 
In order to carry on this great work, which is second to none in importance, and to 
maintain in efficiency their fleet of 284 boats, the committee make a strong appeal 
to the public for help, feeling assured that that appeal will not be made in vain. 
Contributions are received by all the London and Country Bankers, and by the 
Secretary, Charles Dibdin, Hsq,, 14, John-street, Adelphi, W.C. 


TWELVE tons of white fish arrived at Winnipeg on December 15 from Lake 
Winnipeg. 


HOOKING A BIG CHUB. 


Tur old mill had stopped work, and the pool at the mill tail, whose surface was 
usually so ruffled, was now perfectly still. Peering down into its depths I saw, 
lying close under the wall of the mill, a big chub, a perfect monster, with broad, 
bronzed back, and scales bigger than the biggest bronze coin that bears the 


impress of Her Majesty. He was, in fact, the veteran of the pool, a veritable’ 


old warrior, whose knowledge of curves, whether Limerick, sneck, Kendal, or 
other, was such, that however nicely they were covered, whether with cheese 
paste or other paste, whether with worm or other bait, he had hitherto 
managed to escape them all. For this old fellow I determined to try, and 
selected from my stock of flies for that purpose a full-bodied blue-bottle. 


Round the wall of the mill, about 2ft. from the surface of the water, there 
ran a narrow ledge of brickwork, and on this ledge I determined, if possible, to 
lodge my fly. Unreeling what I thought sufficient line to cover the distance, I 
made the cast, and such a cast for accuracy and delicacy I do not believe I ever 
made before, for it lodged the fly on the ledge just over the old fellow’s head, 


Waiting a few seconds to see if this operation had aroused the old chap’s’ 


suspicions, and finding it had not, I gently moved the rod, and the fly fell on the 
water as lightly and naturally as ever did a live one on the most savoury joint 
that ever graced a larder. The old chap moved a little way towards it and then 
stopped as if uncertain what to make of it. Seeing this, I gave the roda 
tremulous motion, just sufficient to impart, as it were, life into the fly, without 
moving it perceptibly from the spot where it fell. This movement decided him 
at once, for he immediately came up and sucked it in, and as he turned down to 
regain his old \quarters, I just raised the point of the rod and the hook was 
driven home. As soon as he felt the steel he was off with a rush across the pool, 
testing my bit of greenheart as it had ne’er been tested before. After playing 
himiconsiderable time, and just as [imagined [had got him wellin hand, he made 
a terrific rush through the archway right up under the mill wheel. Putting a 
steady strain on the line, and just as I fancied he was beginning to give way a 
little, there was a rush of water, and the ponderous wheel began to revolve, 
snapping my line in twain, and I well, I heard a familiar voice at my side— 
the voice of my “better half,” exclaiming, “ Pater, Pater, what on earth are you 
doing? For the last few minutes you have been throwing your arms about and 
ejaculating some unintelligible stuff, finishing up with what sounded to me very 
much like a word unfit for ears polite ; what is the matter?” ‘ Matter,” I 





replied, ‘‘I have just lost the biggest chub I ever saw, and I have seen some 


‘whackers.’” ‘Oh, bother the chub. I wish you would do your chub-fishing 
at some more reasonable time and place. You will be landing yourself out of 
bed one of these nights, and if you pitch on your nose, will make it a great deal 
more chubby than it is.” Did I appreciate the joke at the expense of my nasal 
organ? No matter. All I know is that if the old mill wheel ‘had remained 
stationary a minute or two longer, I should have added one more monster fish 
to my list of those hooked and brought to bag in Dreamland. 
Hackues Rep. 





A 30Lzn. LUMP FISH (CYCLOPTERUS LUMPUS). 


Tus singular fish is seldom met with on our shores, and not often exceeding 
7lb. in weight. An‘immense specimen was, however, captured last week near 
Wisbech that weighed nearly 30lb., and has been sent to Mr. William Howlett, 
naturalist, of Newmarket, to be preserved:and mounted. The skin of the lump 
fish is very rough; there are no bones, it being one mass of jelly, fat, and 
cartilage. The roe of this fish weighed 10zlb. 





NOTICES OF FISHING TACKLE, &c. 


BAMBRIDGE’Ss New Cast-DAMPER Box. 


In his advertisement, Mr. Bambridge says, “This is a most useful 
invention. Can be carried in the pocket, being only din. thick ; there is no 
escape of moisture ; anew cast ready damped can now instantly take the place of 


a broken one. ; ‘ 
salmon or trout are rising freely, or breaking away through using a dry cast,” 


We have no desire whatever to cast a damper on Mr. Bambridge’s little 
invention—it is all his fancy has painted it, and yet extremely simple. You 
have only, when you leave home, to damp the sheets of wash-leather, put your 
casts between, and then shut‘up in the flat tin box. They will keep damp and 
limp, and ready for use all day. Fly-fishers will find this cast-damper box 


a boon. 


Messrs. J. ALLCOCK AND Co., of Redditch, send us a sample of a new double- 
action fly winch they have patented. With the exception of a small button on 
the back, the winch looks like one of the ordinary make’; but in reality it is 
double action, either silent check or clicking check. You hold the winch in the 
left hand, so as not to press against the handle or handle-plate ; then with the 
thumb and forefinger of the right hand you simply press om the button and give 
a quarter turn to the right or left, as you want the noisy “click” check, or the 
silent check. It is a very nice little winch, and will, we understand, retail for 
about half a guinea. 


Why do all winch makers use such short screws for holding the parts together ? 
Possibly, because they do not think it good for trade for winches to last too 
long. 
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|THE jackfish fisheries on Lake Manitoba are assuming large proportions this 
winter, several hundreds of persons making a business of fishing and handling fish, 
which cost a cent and a quarter a pound on ice anda cent and a half delivered at 
the railway. Large quantities are being shipped east, principally to Buffalo,— 
Canadian Correspondent of the Liverpool Journal of Commerce, Jan. 8, 1885. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Coughs, Influenza.— The soothingproperties of these medica- 
ments render them well worthy of trial in all diseases of the respiratory organs. In common colds and in- 
fluenza the Pills, taken internally, and the Ointment rubbed over the chest and throat, are exceedingly 
efficacious. When influenza is epidemic, this treatment is the easiest, safest, and surest. Holloway’s 
Pills purify the blood, remove all obstacles to its free circulation through the lungs, relieve the over- 
gorged air tubes, and render respiration free, without reducing the strength, irritating the nerves, or 
depressing the spirits ; such are the ready means of escaping from suffering when afflicted with colds, 
coughs, bronchitis, and other chest complaints, by which the health of so many is seriously and per- 
wnanently injured in most countries. 


No more of the annoyance of waiting to soak a cast when - 
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CATCHING A CARP. 
AN ANGLER’S RECOLLECTIONS, 


THE old house is pulled down now, but I remember it in every 
detail. First and foremost, there swayed backwards and forwards 
the sign of the Golden Carp, by which the inn was known ; and, then, 
embowered in many-tinted oaks rose the gabled roof, all covered 
with stonecrop and moss. Many and many a time has honest 
Johnny Small, the host, given me hearty greeting through the 
crimson, curtained window, around whose diamond panes the 
twining roses clustered in glorious profusion. Time was when the 
wholesome liquor wetted the whistles of many a trusty follower of 
Izaak’s gentle craft, and a good, stirring song was sung below the low 
beams of the quaint, old, common room, with no lack of ready voices 
to join in the chorus. 

Oh ! the tales of finny monsters I have heard there—of tremendous runs over 
the surrounding country after great red foxes ; of the fun there used to be when 
bronzed September beamed down upon the fields as full of partridges as turnips. 
So fresh in my memory are these that I almost hear the voices of the lusty 
narrators, as, with the zest of true sportsmen, they spun their different yarns. 
But, of all the reminisences that, flood my memory as I think of the Golden 
Carp, there is one stands out by itself, and throws all the others into the shade. 

Johnny Small (he was not a very diminutive individual, standing 6ft. in his 
socks) had told me, with many nods and winks expressive of the very confidential 
nature of the communication, that “fushes” as big as ‘“a’most anything” had 
been seen by him in a pool known in the locality as Grigson’s Hole, because an 
old fellow of that name had once walked into it during a fog and was not fished 
out until three days afterwards, when he was discovered by some boys who had 
gone to catch “ effers.” 
considerable notoriety, and although there were plenty of similar places in the 
district, it was Grigson’s Hole into which all the naughty boys and girls would 


convey that anybody or anything else “was very, very deep,” Grigson’s Hole 
supplied the simile. 

Well, from ‘information received,” I determined to try my luck with rod and 
line, and endeavour to capture some of the big ‘fushes” hereinbefore 
mentioned at the locality aforesaid. 

I procured a good supply of “worums,”’ as Johnny was wont to call them, and 
sallied forth from the Golden Carp armed cap a pie with rod, and creel, and 
bait-can, and all the implements of war against the scaly monsters I hoped to 
encounter, 

Tt was a glorious morning, and there was about a mile to tramp to the pool, 
along a road skirted on both sides with a broad expanse of heather and bracken, 
which the sunshine lit up and made almost like fairyland, so varied were the 
_ shades of green and purple. A score or so of rabbits would sometimes be seen 
scampering madly to their burrows, or a startled blackbird would dash with a 
tremendous whirr from a clump of hazel and holly hard by. 

Nothing of interest occurred on my way to the pool, and at last I stood upon 
its brink peering into its black depths. As I looked I saw something move in the 
water like a mass of weed. I looked again, and felt my heart go pitter-patter 
under my waistcoat, as, sailing majestically round the silent pool, I perceived a 
carp of some two or three pounds’ weight. Noiselessly putting my rod 
together, I sat down beside a clump of alders, and swinging my float well out 
towards some flags in the water, I patiently awaited the result. Patiently, did 
Isay ? Well, let it be perseveringly, and perhaps it will be more truthful. Every- 
thing about was so still that when a rat scuttled into the water I started as if it 
had been the report of a gun ; but the float remained stationary by the side of the 
flags, despite the fact that I could discern shadowy outlines of something 
terrific in the shape of fins and tails, ever and anon prospecting round about in 
its vicinity. Patience on a monument was not more persistent than I, as I 
smoked and gazed and gazed and smoked on the brink of Grigson’s Hole. 

Between twelve and one the boy from the Golden Carp appeared on the scene 
with a basket containing victuals and drink from that hostelry as directed, 
when, taking a leaf out of the book of the gentleman who hung his harp on a 
willow tree, I carefully adjusted my rod on a forked branch of the alder bushes, 
and gave my attention to the comestibles. 

The sun still shone out brilliantly everywhere except upon the pool, and that 
it was prevented from reaching by the thick, tangled growth that hung over the 
crumbling and precipitous banks, for the pool was really an old gravel pit, and 
three sides of it went sheer down from the brink to whatever nameless depth 
the credulous were disposed to believe. 

After disposing of the basket from the inn, or rather its contents, I so far 
adopted the creed of the Eastern philosopher as to think it better to sit than to 
stand, better to lie than to sit, better to sleep than to wake. Then I remember 
to have seen vague visions of Grigson coming up out of the pool driving a tan- 
dem of carps, and of carps driving tandems of Grigsons, of Grigson dancing a 
waltz with a carp dressed in pink, and was finally aroused from the realms of 
Morpheus by the infuriated onslaught of an army of ants, upon whose place of 
residence I had unconsciously reposed. I sat up, rubbed my eyes, and looked 
towards my float. Merciful heavens! there was no float there. The rod had 
been dismantled from the forked rest in the alder bush and was half hidden in 
the water. 

Seizing the butt, I gathered in what line I could, and found that I was fast 
in something far down in the unfathomable deeps of Grigson’s Hole, 

From the direction of the line when made taut, I saw that the end of it was 
amongst the weeds on the farther side, and thinking some root or other had fixed 
me, I put down my rod to get the clearing ring. Whilst rummaging in the creel 
for this, with my eyes stillon the water, [beheld a tremendous carp of quite 
7lb. rise to the surface with my line inhismouth. My only chance was to keep 
him out of the weeds ; but he no sooner saw me that he was off like a rocket 
all over the pool. How many times I was nearly meeting with the fate of the 
late lamented Mr. Grigson I shudder to contemplate, but eventually I found 
myself out of breath, pulling a noble fish towards me as big as—well, “a’most 
anything”; and when we weighed him inat the Golden Carp, Johnny enthusiasti- 
cally declared he was ‘‘Summat loike a fush—a reg’lar whopper,” which view 
being endorsed by the company then present, it was resolved thathe should grace 
the walls of the hostelry, asa fitting memorial of the piscatorial resources of 
Grigson’s Hole. G. A. QUELLHORSsT. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard I'LIHS for the present seasow, No fhies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. <A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who canfish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All fites 
dressed on the best Kéndal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s; 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADV1.) 
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TRENT FISHERY DISTRICT. 
Proposed By-Laws. 


Ws, the Board of Conservators of the Trent fishery district, by virtue of the 
powers vested in us under the authority of the Salmon Fishery Acts, 1873 and 
1876, and under the Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1878 and 1884, and of all or 
any other powers in any way enabling us in this behalf, do hereby make the 
following by-laws for the better protection of the fisheries within the said 
fishery district :— 

In the whole of the Trent Fishery District, no net shall be used for catching 
freshwater fish other than cast nets, fixed nets for taking eels, landing nets as 
auxiliary with a rod and line, and dip nets, except by owners of the fishery or 
other persons by them authorised in writing. 

Any person acting in contravention of this by-law is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £5. ; 

Within the whole of the Trent Fishery District, no net shall be used within 
fifty yards above or below any mill, except fixed nets for taking eels or landing 
nets as auxiliary to angling with a rod and line. Any person acting in 
contravention of this by-law is liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. 

Within the whole of the Trent fishery district, the use of the following modes 
of fishing for or taking freshwater fish, viz. :—Lading or baling out a hole in a 
brook, tickling or groping, snaring, snatching, and shooting is hereby prohibited. 
Any person. acting in contravention of this by-law is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £5. 

Within the whole of the Trent Fishery District the use of the following 
instruments of fishing for freshwater fish is hereby prohibited :—Spear (except 
an eel spear, or by whatsoever name it may be known), night line (excepting in the 
river Trent itself), cross line, wire snare, snatch, except by owners of the 
fishery, or other person by them authorised in writing. Any personacting in 
contravention of this by-law is liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. 

All nets, instruments, and devices used in contravention of any of the above- 
mentioned by-laws, and all fish found in the possession of any person 


| contravening any such by-laws, and any fish caught by any such means, or in any 
‘be thrown if they persisted in their evil ways ; and, again, if anyone wished to | 


manner contrary to such by-laws, may be seized and forfeited. 

Within the whole of the Trent fishery district no person, whether owner or 
lessee, or person authorised by them, or either of them, shall use any net of a 
less mesh, or in such a manner as to secure a less mesh, than 1 square inch, 
measured when wet, to catch any freshwater fish—that is to say, the average 
mesh of net with which it shall be lawful to take any freshwater fish within the 
Trent fishery district (excepting in the case of the nets herein before excepted) 
shall be lin. square ; and every net of, or containing, or exposing a less mesh 
than lin. square, when wet, shall be deemed an unlawful instrument. Any 
person acting in contravention of this by-law is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £5. ALAN BaGor, 

Dec., 1884. 





REMINISCENCES OF A TRENT VETERAN. 
I caucut a chub scratching fishing ; the next minute I took his inside—bladder 
and all—out. I turned to the river to wash its inside, but lo! the instant it 
touched the water it gave a sprint, and I never saw it any more, though the 
water was low and fine. 

On one oceasion a water-rat came three times at my pike-spinning bait. 

T have seen minnows packed together to the depth of 4in., and not more than 
din. of water running under them. 

I have seen half an acre of water one mass of barbel so close together that I 
think you could not have dropped a pebble in without touching them. : 

T have seen, and fed it with worms, a pike that was kept in a vegetable dish 
for years. 

On one occasion I weighted a night line with a lump of white gypsum. When 
pulling the line out in the morning a pike followed the lump more than a yard 
from the water. 

December reminds me that four years ago I turned up a stone in the Trent 
and saw two beautiful yellow frogs under it. Ice in the Trent in abundance 
at the time. 

The same year, in about 15in. of water, I saw hundreds of barbel packed as 
closely together as possible, and a few odd ones lying on the others ; ice in 
abundance in the Trent at time. I went over them several times with my boat, 
and never saw one disturbed by it. 

In June, about twenty-seven years ago, I took a lot of little eels from the 
vent of another eel, and kept them alive for days. 

I went with a small net to catch some small fish not an inch long. I put 
them in a glass of water. A water-shrimp seized one like a spider would do 
a fly. 

have seen thousands of eels under ice twirling round a large hawthorn 
bough which was sunk in a backwater of the Trent. 

I have seen hundreds of small roach dead when I have been eel-spearing in 
the backwaters of the Trent in winter. 

T have speared eels and left them on the ice until all of them were frozen 
stiff, and then brought them right again in warm water. 

Thave kept trout and pike with my pike-baits in a box, and never noticed 
pike molest the baits ; but the trout would eat and wound many of them. 

I once kept a gudgeon, and it was frozen stiff several times without being 
killed. 

When chub fishing once, I caught a 41b. chub with an eel’s tail hanging 3 or 
din. out of its mouth. I baited with a piece of the partly-digested eel, and 
caught about 2lb. with it the next swim. 

Some men clearing a ditch one day threw out two little pike, and I found 
them alive the next day ; this was in the month of June. 

T have seen men catching eel at night with dinner forks on gravel where 
there was no water. 

T used to feed a pike that made his home under a willow tree with worms. 
T never noticed him take one until it began to move about on the bottom of the 
river. The last time I saw the pike it hada trout in its mouth not less than 
1lb. Lhope it choked him. 

I was in attendance on one of my masters trout fishing, and saw a trout come 
out of the water on to some sand after the bait—worm—and take it. 

I have seen on Loch Tay a salmon of 36lb. weight, caught on a Nottingham 
rod, two parts deal and one part lance wood. It was caught by a young 
gentleman of Nottingham, and was his first salmon, So much for the Not- 
tingham rod, Mr. Kelson. 

T caught with rod and line twenty dace in the Trent, and after keeping them 
alive for three weeks I turned them into the Lochy from off the Lochy Bridge, 
at Killin, all alive. “TRENT VETERAN.” 

[Queries : Does “'T, V.” mean the “inside” gave a “sprint,” or the fish? Were 
the minnows alive, as they must most of them been out o’ water? Did the pike 
walk out on to the bank /—ED, | 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The monthly committee meeting was held on Monday last at the regular place of 
meeting, the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, Mr. P. Geen in the chair. There 
was an unusually large attendance of committeemen, as the meeting was specially 
convened, and the subject one of great importance—namely, drafting the rules of 
the Anglers’ Association. The proposed rules having been read, it was suggested to 
take them seriatim, with the result that, with two or three slight additions and 
alterations, they were unanimously passed. The rules as now in form will be sub- 
mitted to the general body of delegates at the next meeting, to take place on 
Monday, January 19th, at nine o’clock. Some strong comments were made concern- 
ing a letter recently published in another paper claiming for the Central Association 
the honour of having obtained the privileges recently granted by the South-Eastern 
Railway Company. The Anglers’ Association, represented by Messrs, Ghurney, 
Parker, and Tibbatts, had an interview with the manager of the S.E.R. as long ago 
as November 6th, before the Central Association woke up, and it was, without 
question, through the exertions of the Anglers’ Association that these long sought-for 
privileges were granted. A cordial vote of thanks was tendered to the president and 
secretary for the great amount of trouble they had taken in drafting the rules, and 
with many expressions of good will, and mutually wishing each other health, hap- 
piness, and prosperity in the new year, the meeting was brought to a close.—H. J. 
TIBBATTS, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. : 
The late Concert.—Secretaries and friends will greatly oblige by forwarding a 
remittance, and all tickets unsold forthwith, so that I may be able to publish the 
result. I shall likewise thank those gentlemen who have not yet paid up for the 
Tournament Tickets to do so at once.—R. GHURNEY. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. - 

Since my last report Mr. Bryant weighed in jack, 5lb. 50z. Mr. Taylor, on 
Jan. 4th, chub, 3lb. 1loz., and roach, 90z. A special meeting will beheld in the 
club-room on Wednesday, Jan. 14th, to complete the alterations of rules, and 
other business of the club left over from the general meeting night, members 
not having met in sufficient numbers to complete the same.—J, WORLEDGE, 





BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Having received a letter from the Original Anglers’ Pride Angling Society 
Five Bells, Bermondsey-square, on Dec. 18, 1884, challenging us to a friendly combat 
with rod and line on the river bank for a leg of mutton supper, and being accepted 
by us in the same friendly spirit, the delegates from each club met on Monday 
evening last at the Five Bells to make all arrangements. Mr. Fiddes was voted to 
the chair. It was proposed and carried that a radius at St. Margaret’s should be the 
spot to fight out this amicable battle, with one rod only, on the 18th inst., the 
supper to take place at the Five Bells, Bermondsey-square, on the following Wed- 
nesday evening, at nine o’clock. It was also decided that Mr. Fiddes should stand 
umpire for the Bermondsey Brothers and Mr. Fowler do likewise for the Original 
Angler’s Pride. An entrance fee of one shilling will be charged. The members of 
both clubs to start from Liverpool-street Station at eight o’clock, and the fish to be 
weighed in at the Five Bells, Bermondsey-square, in the evening. <A vote of 
thanks to the chairman brought the meeting to a close. A few members 
went out on the 4th inst., but met with poor sport. Mr. Frost took the first prize 
with a jack weighing 41b. 20z. ; Mr. R. Gafney, the second, with a jack of 2lb. 4oz. ; 
and Mr. Socker the third, with roach and dace. The general meeting of members 
will take place on Thursday, Jan. 15. The return visit of the South-Eastern visiting 
list will take place on Monday, Jan. 19, when all friends who can make it convenient 
to attend will be welcome.—J. CouURT, sec. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo, Colls in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were signed. The secretary reported the 
Christmas entertainment held on Monday last, and he was warmly congratulated by 
the members on its great success. A new member was proposed, seconded, and 
elected, subject to confirmation on Monday next. The tenant of one of the waters 
rented by the society attended, and gave an interesting account of the water, also 
the improvement he was about commencing in connection therewith. Mr. Wood- 
head entertained the members present with several amusing incidents in his own 
fishing career. A pleasant evening was passed, and a vote of thanks to the chairman 
closed the proceedings.—HENRY Howsgs, hon. sec. 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Ist inst. the fortnightly meeting was held as usual, there being a large 
number of members present. In the absence of the president, Mr. J. H. Rich was 
voted to the chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and 
after a great deal of ordinary business was done, it was arranged that the third fish 
supper should take place on Wednesday, the 14th inst., and that the prizes given for 
December should be distributed to the winning members. During the latter part of 
the evening several very good songs were sung by Messrs. Ryder, Day, Tagg, J. H. 
Rich, and others.—W. K. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


After a few weeks’ silence from this society, in consequence of the adjournment of 
its meetings during the Christmas season, as usual, I have great pleasure in reporting 
that the first duty at the commencement of the New Year was to congratulate 
our worthy president, Mr. D. S. Bayfield, on his success. On Friday last,in company 
with Captain Stiles, he captured, with rod, line, and live-bait, one of the best speci- 
mens of jack ever landed out of Ormesby Broad by any angler—weight 191b., length 
3ft. 6in.—and a good-shaped fish ; he also got one of 6lb,—J. LARK, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Thomas in the chair. 
The minutes were read and confirmed, and several communications disposed of. At 
the suggestion of the Chairman the usual sum was subscribed to the Thames 
Satapde pert y A. vote of thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings to a 
close.—H. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Iam pleased to say that the members of the above society are improving in their 
shows of fsh during the last few weeks, several showing nice trays of roach and 
perch, three of the former weighing 61b., 531b., and 541b. respectively; and the best of 
this evening was a very handsome pike weighing 12lb, 130z., taken by Mr. B. Jones. 
This fish has been sent to be stuffed.—C. J. MILLIE. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very handsome show of perch from the Upper Thames by Mr. G. H, Wood, about 
18lb. of splendid fish ; Mr. W. High showed about 15lb. of fine roach, Members do 
not yet seem to have settled down after their holidays, There were yery few 
anglers down the Lea on the 4th inst,—R,. GHURNEY, ; 


KING’S LYNN ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

This club held their annual meeting on January 5th at the Guildhall, King’s 
Lynn, kindly lent by the permission of the Mayor, the chair being occupied by F. 
Ludby, Esq. Very satisfactory reports were read by the hon. sec., Mr. Bradfield, of 
the large increase of members during the past year, and of the flourishing state of 
the association throughout. It was resolved that the annual dinner should take place 
during this month, under the presidency of the Mayor, Jas. Bowker, Esq. A new 
fish hatchery, erected by the association near the waterworks, was finished, and 
the hatching apparatus fixed and ready for use about the middle of last month. A 
hatching box, with glass grilles, and all the latest improvements, has been obtained 
from the Earl of Lauderdale’s well-known fishery at Howietoun, near Stirling ; 
15,000 ova of Salmo fario (common trout) were receivedat the hatchery on the 20th of 
December, and on the 31st 15,000 ova of Salmo levenensis (Loch Leven trout), from 
the Howietoun fishery—THoMAS H. GUNTON. 

[The Loch Leven trout is a pure Salmo fario, and a capital strain to turn into 
English streams.—ED. ] 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The following are the prizecompetitions of the past year, 1884:—To River 
Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, Feb. 13th, March 12th, April 14th, June 2nd, Aug. 4th, 
Sept. 17th, and Oct. 23rd ; to Hartford, June 19th; to the lake, Combermere Abbey, 
July 17th; to Lake Windermere, Aug. 25th ; to River Gowy, Oct. 2nd, 11 in all. 
The prizes competed for numbered 52 in all. This is not abad total for, say, nine 
months, in three out of which (close time) we had only two outings—Haster Monday 
and Whit Monday—and the members have been kept pretty busy to get through 
sucha programme. In addition to above the annual prizes for gross weights and 
specimen fish amount to £6 10s.—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

P.S.—In my last report the printer has put “pillows” for “pillars,” and “1888,” 
for “ 1885,” 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished a series of prizes of the 4th, but only one was 
won by W. Graham, with a jack of 4lb. from Weybridge. The remaining prizes 
will be fished off om the 11th. Usual quarterly meeting on the 13th. All members 
are requested to attend. We have received from Miller the perch kindly presented 
to this society by our president, and it forms a welcome addition to our collection.— 
GADFLY, ; 


PERSEVERANCE ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

By the kind permission of Sir J, H. Crewe, Bart., the members of the above club 
fished a match for a supper in the canal at Swarkestone. The day was fine, but 
cold, and very few fish were caught. On Friday evening the members and some 
friends assembled at the club-house, the Tailor’s Arms, Green-hill, where they par- 
took of an excellent repast, which was served up in capital style by the host and 
hostess. After the cloth was drawn, Mr. R. J. Smith was voted to the chair, the 
vice-chair being occupied by Mr. J. Griffith. The usual loyal toasts having been 
duly honoured, the chairman gave “ Success to the Perseverance Angling Club,” and, 
in the course of a few remarks, impressed on the members the necessity of being 
united. If they remained so, he had no doubt the club would be as successful next 
season as it had been this. Some excellent songs were rendered by Messrs. R. J. 
Smith, W. and J. Tomlinson, W. Saxton, J. Griffith, D. Walker, and others, and a 
most enjoyable evening was brought toa close by singing the National Anthem, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly general meeting of this society took place on Monday last at 
Ashley’s Hotel, Covent-garden, and there was a good attendance of members present. 
The hon, treasurer (Mr. Fennings) was deputed to the chair. The minutes of the 
last half-yearly meeting were read and duly confirmed. The minutes of the last 
ordinary meeting were also read and confirmed. The financial statement of the 
treasurer was submitted to the meeting by Mr. Pattisson, one of the auditors, and 
the vouchers were there for examination. The books had been examined and found 
correct, and the auditor congratulated the society on the considerable increase of 
the balance and reserve fund. The statement was received with cheers. The 
following gentlemen were elected by ballot as committee for the year 1885 :— 
Messrs. Blamey, H. B. Brown, Foreman, Goodger, Harden, Harrisson, Huggett, 
Lemann, Sachs, R. C. Blundell, Jesse, and Rey. G. Sumner. 
pleasure of proposing a new member who was an experienced angler and 
jolly companion, seconded by Mr. Foreman. The chairman proposed, Mr. 
Pattisson seconded, Mr. F. G. Pearce as hon. president. Carried unanimously. 
Mr. Goodger proposed, and Mr. Walker seconded, the nomination of Mr. 
Fennings as hon. treasurer for the ensuing year. Mr. Goodger was quite 
sure we could not have a better man to fill the position. Mr. Walker said 
the fact of Mr. Fennings being treasurer was personally a satisfaction to. 
himself (Mz. Walker), as he was the introducer of, and it was through him that 
Mr. Fennings joined the society. The motion was carried nem. con. Mr. Gray, who 
claimed some assistance as librarian, was, on the nomination of Mr. Lemann, 
seconded by the hon. president, re-elected. Messrs. Gillattand Pattisson were proposedas 
auditors by the hon. president, seconded by Mr. Sachs—carried. Mr. Fennings proposed, 
and Mr. Sachs seconded, the nomination of Mr. Lander as hon. sec. Mr. Lander, in 
reply, was pleased to say his health was much beeter than on the same occasion last 
year ; this would, in case of his election, give him more chance of doing everything 
in his power to further the interests of the society. He was re-elected amidst 
cheers, The usual honorarium was then proposed and carried unanimously. The 
annual dinner will take place at the Holborn Restaurant, on March 4th. Mr. Blamey 
will take the vice-chair. Mr. W. H. Brougham, in accepting an invitation as guest 
to the dinner, said he was always pleased to be amongst the members of the 
Piscatorial Society. He had the pleasure to tell them that he had seen 40 brace of 
fine trout turned into the Thames by Mr. Dickinson, of Kingston ; fish in finer con- 
dition he never saw. He thanked the society and individual members who had sub- 
scribed to the river-keepers’ dinner. The usual club prizes having been voted, Mr. 
Huggett proposed that the society should offer a prize for the largest salmon from 
public waters. On a previous occasion he had made the same proposition, but had 
been outvoted. He thought the king of fish deserved a prize, and could not under- 
stand the decision arrived at on the previous occasion. Mr. Sachs seconded the pro- 
posal. Mr, Blundell suggested the addition of the words “taken with the fly,” 
which was agreed to. ‘One A.M.” objected to salmon being weighed in for a prize, 
and moved a distinct negative. The original motion was carried with but one 
dissentient. The chairman and members agreed that if the rooms can be had for 
Wednesdays instead of Mondays, the night of meeting should be changed, which 
will be done accordingly. Mr. Woodford, when the salmon prize was spoken of, said 
he should have sent some trays of trout, and perhaps salmon, from Ireland, but this 
could not be done on Mondays, as the boats did not cross the Channel in the summer 
time. Fish can be got to London in condition on any day except Monday. He was 
glad of the proposed alteration. Messrs. Walker and Foreman were desirous that 
jack should be weighed in later than as at present allowed by our rules—viz., the 
last Monday in February, and might at least be left open until the end of the 
month, As this question would cause an alteration of our rules, it could 
not be considered until next half-yearly general meeting. A vote of thanks 
was proposed, seconded, and carried to Mr. Huggett for having so well 
reported the society during the past year, the same to be entered in the 
minutes. Mr. Huggett. in reply, thanked the gentlemen for their kindness, 
Hehad reported the meetings with pleasure; this would be the last of his reports 
for the present, as Mr. R. EH. Booker had consented to report the meetings for the 
present year. Thanks were also proposed and carried to Mr, Brougham for his 
reports, and Mr, Brougham replied, Mr, Huggett proposed, and it was duly seconded 


Mr. Harden had the — 
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and carried, that thanks are due to Mr, Wheeldon for his reports in the daily press, 
“One A.M.,” on behalf of Mr. Wheeldon, thanked the members, as well as for his 
election on the committee. ‘The Successful Angler” was next proposed, coupled 
with the name of Mr. Huggett. There wasa nice tray of chub on the table, the 
largest fish weighing over 4lb. Goz. Mr. Huggett replied. The chairman gave the 
usual toast—viz., “ To the Continued Prosperity of the Piscatorial Society,” carried 
by acclamation. Mr. Jesse proposed “The Health of the Chairman,” who suitably 
replied, and the meeting terminated, all the officers and committee having been 
duly appointed for the coming year.—T. H. : 
RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. R. Smith visited St. Margeret’s and the neighbourhood on the 4th in search 
of jack. Te captured eight or nine, but out of the lot there was only one that came 
up to the standard ; the rest were returned to the water. Messrs. Chantry, Smith, 
and Hotham will each give a prize for jack fish, the competition to take place on the 
25th, the where and how to be decided on the 14th. Members interested please 
attend. On Wednesday, the 7th, it was decided to hold the inauguration of our new 
headquarters under the new house-roof of our worthy host, Mr. T. Hughes, at the 
New Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth, on the 26th. Friends and members of neigh- 
bouring societies who honour us with a visit on that occasion will be heartily 
welcomed ; and those who take an interest in piscatorial trophies will, Iam sure, 
be delighted at the sight of the pike, roach, perch, trout, grayling, bull trout, barbel, 
bream, &e., that decorate the walls of our new headquarters.—PIXIE. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Last Tuesday we had a good gathering, in consequence of the chairman presenting 
six unknown prizes to be fished for on the 4th inst., the member taking gross weight 
to have the choice of selection. Mr. Atkin was fortunate in getting gross weight 
in the form of a very nice jack from Bourne End. Consequently, he had first choice. 
His selection, when opened, caused some considerable merriment. Mr. Holden 
followed, and, after spending ten miuutes or more in untying, cutting string, break- 
ing deals, &c.. &c., came across something more useful than his friend. Mr. Hewitt 
was the next to be occupied for about the same amount of time, I trust, pleasantly ; 
at any rate, he had something useful. My. Wood and Mr. Angus were both similarly 
engaged ; but Mr. Palmer, strange to say, was (although he had the smallest take 
of fish) compelled to open the prize packet of the evening, and was rewarded with a 
yery nice album ; but seemed to think that it was not complete without the portrait 
of the giver. I have no doubt he will get it; heis a most persevering member. 
After electing a new member, we put an end to a very pleasant evening with songs 
from Messrs. Brewer, Holden, Beal, Millard, and others. I beg to correct an error 
. that appeared in my report last week. I stated that Mr. Kemp had presented two 
prizes. It should have been three. I trust that gentleman will overlook the mis- 
take that was made by the pen (I am sure it was the pen) of—W. H. RIpER. 


STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

I beg to hand you herewith report of the various weights of fish which have been 
registered in the books and taken by members of our society since the account last 
sent to you. Mr. D. M. Humby, roach and dace, 1b. 60z., two pike, 5lb. 830z., and 
roach, Ilb. 1440z.; Mr. W. R. Humby, perch, roach, and dace, 41lb. 1040z., the 
heaviest roach scaling 1lb. 940z.; Mr. C. Scull, roach and dace, 2lb. 640z., also sixty- 
eight roach, with a total of 37lb. 940z., the heaviest weighing 1lb. 10i}0z. Between 
Messrs. W. R. Humby and C. Scull we have had some exceedingly fine shows of 
roach this season. Mr. Walker, one pike, 16lb. 50z.; Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, four 

. pike, 131b. 941b.; Mr. A. F. Wrightson, two pike, 20lb. 930z., largest fish’ weighing 
16lb. 70z., making a total of 136lb. 1030z. Members are reminded that next Wed- 
nesday evening, 14th inst., is the annual punch night.—G. E. W. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Three prizes will be fished for on January 11th, go where you please ; the heaviest 
gross weight of any kind of fish to take the prizes in rotation. No fish weighed 
after 10 o’clock p.m.—T, GRETTON, 


WALTONIANS. 

January 4th, Mr. Phillips, chub, 171b. 40z. ; Mr. Roland, chub, 51b, 120z,—one fish 

31b. 100z,—A, J. MARRIOTT. 
; WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first weekly of the above society in the New Year took place on Tuesday even- 
ing, at the Pelican Hotel, Westbourne-park, W., with Mr. G. Evans in the chair, and 
a very full attendance of members. The secretary read out the fish that had been 
taken during the last day of 1884, chiefly among them being six barbel by Mr. 
Evans (out at Teddington with Joe Baldwin) weighing 24lb., the largest fish 7ib. ; 
Mr. T. Oatley had 151b. of chub from Maidenhead, largest fish nearly 3lb. Mr. Lines 
also had some chub from Datchet, and a jack of.of 5}1b. For the New Year, Mr. 
Berger is credited with the first capture, weighing in on the 3rd January three jack 
from the Thames, weighing together 15lb. During the evening it was arranged for 
the annual dinner of this society to take place at the Pelican Hotel on the 20th 
January, 1885, tickets for which will be sent to the members in due course, Mr, 
Evans will occupy the chair, supported by Mr. Read in the vice, Messrs, Young, G, 
Hulbert, and Adeane acting as dinner stewards, A meeting of the committee will 
take place on Thursday evening to arrange any other preliminaries, and also award 
the prizes taken during 1884. 








THE UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, KIDDERMINSTER. 

The members of this society met on the 22nd December, 1884, the last club night of 
the year, when the balance sheet was read, the books having been previously audited 
by two of the members, who pronounced them correct, the sheet giving general 
satisfaction. After all expenses being paid, the surplus was given back to the 
members, a precedent which, in my opinion, cannot be too well followed where a 
society is chiefly composed of working men. The half-yearly contest was then 
announced to take place on the 27th, when only 15 competitors put in an appearance 
at the starting place ; the remainder, about 50, having no desire to face the gentle 
east wind that was blowing up stream, preferring milder pastime than fishing for 
the holidays, the weather being anything but inviting for piscatorial purposes. 
Twelve noon being the hour to commence business, the little party wended their 
way to the places they thought best, the anglers having arange of two miles on 
either side of the river, thereby giving them plenty of choice of water. The water 
looked anything but inviting for fishing, a dark green tinge in it denoting that the 
river was nothing else but snow broth. At four o’clock, the time specified to cease 
fishing, the starving anglers (of which'I was one) assembled at the appointed place to 
weigh in. It was found that J. Goode won Ist prize; J. Giles, 2nd; F, Millington, 
3rd ; J. Bill, 4th; four other prizes were taken. After the weighing in was satis- 
factorily settled, the competitors made the best of their way to the conveyance at 
Stourport, from thence to Kidderminster. I should tell you that the contest took 
place in the Severn, below Lincomb Lock, a very pleasant place in pleasant weather. 
We met on New Year’s Day to dohonour to the good things provided by our worthy 
hostess, who, Iam sorry to say, has been very ill the last three months, but is just 
getting about again. I hope she may, for a better cannot be, and that we shall soon 
see her at her accustomed place again, After the cloth was drawn, our President 
was elected to the chair. Songs and recitations were the order of the evening, and 
the health of our hostess was drank with three times three, when Mr. Bruce put 
in an appearance, and jolly anglers as they were, they had to skedaddle. I should 
say that all the officers were re-elected again, so by your permission, Mr. Editor, I 
will send you the doings of the club and individual catches as before. Please let us 
have some more of your yarns on trout fishing, giving at the same time the name of 
the flies on which you are successful. It will bea lot better than so much contro- 
versy on eyed hooks, &c. What feather is required for the blue wing of the coach- 
man ?—H, Harp, hon, sec, [Starling is as good as any,—ED, | 


NOTICES OF BOOKS, &o. 


“AN ANGLER’S STRANGE EXPERIENCES.”—Some two years ago 
there was published a little volume called “An Angler’s Strange 
Experiences ; a Whimsical Medley,” by Cotswold Isys, M.A.—which, 
we are inclined to think, has not yet met with the recognition which 
it deserves at the hands of the angling fraternity ; for although it is 
not, and does not, profess to be a guide-book to angling or to furnish serious 
information, itis just the book to pack up with your fishing apparatus—to 
laugh over in the train or in the chimney corner. From one cover to the other 
it is full of rollicking fun, odd conceits, and humorous puns ; in fact, it will be 
found to afford ‘‘ excellent sport.” We are glad to see that, although it has taken 
two years to get through the first edition, the publishers are now announcing a 
second and cheaper edition. Possibly, the high price of the first edition has 
militated against its general acceptation by our brethren of the rod. It may be 
mentioned, by the way, that it is dedicated by permission to “ A Master of the 
Rod”—no less a master, indeed, than the late lamented Postmaster-General, 
Henry Faweett, D.C.L., M.P. :— 


“ And, wanting fishers all to buy my book, 
I sought a name wherewith to bait my hook. 








And therefore sought wherewith this hook to bait, 
Such patron in a Minister of State ! 


A statesman, Cotswold, to endorse your puns ! 
He'll send you back the bluest of blue duns. 
‘Ts not,’ said I, ‘ the Master of the Post 

A Master of the Rod ?’ 


And, for my theme, he to my prayer inclined, 
And to my faults—and impudence—was blind !” 


We give these lines from “ the poem dedicatory,” just as a sample of the kind 
of humour which the reader will find in nearly every page of this amusing book. 
The writer is evidently an angler to the backbone ; nor has he any of that 
squeamish sentimentality as to the cruelty of the sport which those who know 
nothing about it sometimes affect :— 


“ Some think fishing cruel like Byron, who wish’d 
A strong hook in the mouth of the monster who fish’d ; 
But I think in that notion the censor mistaken — 
For what were fish made for if not to be taken ? 

And while we fish for them, they’re hunting for others, 
The cannibals ! even their sisters and brothers ! 
This fact, furthermore, to your reason depict, O! 
They always are caught in flagrante delicto,” 


Our author's “ strange experiences” began in his very youthful days, when, as 
he penitently confesses in a footnote, he was “a thoughtless, cruel young rascal,” 
the truth of which may be gathered from the following “stave ” :— 


“A brilliant idea my young fancy smote— 
I would use a live duck in the place of a float ; 
So I caught a strong quacker and baited his leg, 
Let him swim on the pond, and then fasten’d my peg. 
I sat down on the bank to enjoy the fine fun, 
And, ere long, at the bait a large jack made a run ; 
The float began quacking, and flew round and round, 
But, oh! Jack drew it under, and thus the float drown’d !” 


This is the sort of book which anglers should “not willingly let die” ; there 
are bits in it here and there worthy of “ ‘Thomas Ingoldsby” himself. “ Cotswold 
Isys, M.A.,” is, we take it, a clergyman, probably one of the hard-worked 
London sort, but one with a hobby—the pleasant hobby of angling. How 
joyfully when he gets away from the smoky town does he sing the song of the 
brook :— 





* Anon the music of the brook 
Sounds near in happy chorus, 
Her beaming face with laughing look 
Sings, ‘Oh! the joy before us!’ 

I greet her with a look as bright, 
And wave my wand above her ; 
She glances coy, pretending fright, 

Yet knows me for her lover.” 


His rhymes are not all fun ; interspersed with the “ Strange Experiences” are 
many charming little songs—“ interludes,” as he calls them, ranging ‘from 
grave to gay, from lively to severe,’ with an undercurrent of wise counsel, 
shrewd observation, and scholarly suggestion. We make no apology for 
venturing again to draw the special attention of our readers to this book. The 
only mar to the enjoyment of it in the minds of some may be the author's 
inveterate taste for punning, and if he ever finds an opportunity of revising his 
volume he will do well to prune his puns with no sparing hand : there is, after 
omitting these disfigurements, enough genuine fun and true poetry in the 
volume to make a reputation. We will close these hints by thoroughly 
endorsing the author’s own closing words :— 


“ And now my last advice is this— 
Dear friend, put in your pocket 
When’er you fishing go, this book, 
And don’t at home uplock it. 
Twill brighten up your hour of rest, 
And make you feel how wise is 
The counsel underneath the fun 
Of genial Cotswold Isys.” 


Mr. Siater’s New CaTALoGue. 


Mr. Slater, of 8 and 9, Portland-street, Newark-on-Trent, says, “ Tinclose you 
my new catalogue, which I send post free to any address. If you will kindly 
mention it I shall be obliged.” We are always glad to notice the catalogues of 
fishing-tackle firms, and in this case we see. Mr. Slater has greatly reduced the 
prices of his combination Nottingham winch. When fishing for pike the other 
day with Mr. Jardine, we gave Slater’s 12s. 6d. greenheart pike rod a good trial. 
It is extremely light and powerful, and the spring of the greenheart punishes 
the fish severely. It swings out a heavy bait well ; in fact, Mr. J. admired it 
greatly. The rings are hardly big enough, and the button at the end of the butt 
should be made of indiarubber, as the smooth wood button slips off your hip 
and spoils your cast. We had to rub the button on the sandy punt floor; but 
this is a trifle Mr, Slater will soon remedy. 
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Kingston, amongst the members of 
of which he is Vice-Chairman, in raising 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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INCREASING THE STOCK OF TROUT IN THE THAMES. 


THE success which attended the efforts of Mr. H. Dickinson, of 


the Richmond Piscatorial Society, 
a fund for the purchase of some good- 


sized trout for the tidal waters, and which have already been turned in, has led 
that gentleman to make a similar movement amongst his friends at Kingston 
for the portion of Thames in that neighbourhood. His vigorous action in 
this respect very quickly secured sufficient money for the purchase of one 


hundred two and three years old Salmo 


fario from Mr. T, Andrews, of Guild- 


ford. The first instalment of eighty splendid fish of nine and ten inches in 
length arrived at Surbiton Station by the 2.15 train on Friday last, and were 
received by Mr. Dickinson, who brought the two cans containing the fish in a 
cab to his residence, West-by-Thames, Kingston, which is adjacent to the river, 
and placed them in his punt in readiness for their removal in a well-selected 
place in the centre of the Thames. There were present to witness their removal 
into the river Mr. A. J. Little and Mr. H. Dickinson, Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Richmond Piscatorial Society; Mr. W. H. Brougham, Secretary 
of the T.A.P.S.; Mr. R. B. Matthews, Mr. J. T. Matthews, Mr. J ohn Bond, 


Mr. Arthur Dickinson, Mr. T. Fricker, &c. 


The first can, containing forty fish, 


were consigned to the water by Mr. A. J. Little ; and the second, with a similar 


quantity, by Mr. R. B. Matthews, and 


there was but one opinion as to the 


splendid specimens sent by Mr. Andrews, and no little excitement at the 
Thames being so largely and distinctly benefitted by the praiseworthy efforts 
of Mr. Dickinson, to whom the thanks of all trout anglers are due for what he 


has done to increase their sport. 


There are yet twenty more fish to be sent by 


Mr. Andrews to complete the hundred subscribed for. Mr. Dickinson has 
done the work with no niggardly hand on his part, and with a hearty and un- 
selfish desire to benefit his brother piscators. B. 
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introduced, Hvery modern improvement. 


Skirts, Waterproof Protectors, &c., &c. 
(Registered No, 8279, Jan, 13th, 1884.) 


AUSTIN & OAKER, 
11, CONDUIT STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 


THE NEW 


C= Duele 


FISHING COAT. 


be found the most Complete Garment yet 
Detachable 





THE | 
GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


AG 


“SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me. 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Extract from 
letter of C, Fitzgerald, Hsq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s, 8d., 
1ls., and 21s, each, , 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 





LONDON AnD 
COUNTY 
ADVANCE & 
DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, 


LIMITED, 


Cash Advances 
from £10 to £500, 
at moderate rates, 
Bills discounted, 
Forms gratis, 


57 & 58, CHANCERY LANE, 
JOHN STONE, See 


























ESTABLISHED JUNE, 1856, 


LONDON & COUNTY UNITY 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


ON THE 
PERMANENT PRINCIPLE. 
Incorporated under Building Societies Act of 1874, 
ADVANCES MADE ONLY ON FREEHOLD, 
COPYHOLD, & LEASEHOLD PROPERTIES, 
Deposits received at 4 per cent, 

The Advances being only on Real Property, the 
security offered is undeniable. 
SUBSCRIPTION MEETINGS 
Held on the first Wednesday Evening of every 
month between Six and Hight o’clock at 
The AUCTION MART, Tokenhouse Yard, 
LOTHBURY, E.C, 

(At the Back of the Bank), 

“B" ROOM,” GROUND FLOOR, 

Prospectuses will be forwarded by post, or can be 
had on application to the Secretary, Mr, JAMES 
GROVER, 87, Robert-street, Chelsea, 8, W. 

The Half-Yearly Interest on the Completed 
Shares and Deposit Accounts is now in course of 
payment, 

CITY OFFICE—40, ALDERSGATE STREET. 


JONES & C0., 
89, Duke St., S.W., London. 


late of 
111, JERMYN STREET, S.W. 


Prizes awarded in 1851 and 1862 for 
Rods, Flies, and Tackle of unequalled 
excellence, 


COARSE FISH 
WANTED, 


TO STOCK SMALL RESERVOIR. 


State price for quantity delivered at 
Manchester. 


J. THOMAS, 
74, Oldham Road, Manchester. 


POTATOES 


Best Quality only. Delivered Free, 
per lb., bags included. Magnum Bonums or 
Champions, 112lb., 5s, 6d, Specially sorted, 6s. 
Pay on delivery, Testimonials upon application 


to 
J. H. KENNY ann CO., 
4, PORTUGAL STREET, LINCOLN’S INN, W.C 
The Court Circular says;—“J. H. Kenny and 


Co, merit universal patronage for their valuable 
system of business,’ 











Halfpenny 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each. 


“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 21b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.’’—TIISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883, 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 8 yards, 8d, 44. and 64. 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d 
each ; Best 8-plait Silk Line, 25 yards, 1s., 1s, 8d. 
and Is, 6d. ; prepared ditto, 20 yards, 1s, ; stout, 1d. 
ayard; Good Gut, 12in., 1s. a hank, about 100 
strips, l4in., 1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12in., 3s. 6d. ; 

14in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Hel hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal, 
Is. 100. Double Jack Hooks to Gimp, 14d. 
each, 1s. 8d. dozen; Treble ditto, 2d. each. Pennel 
Snaps, 24d.; Jardine, 33d. each; Gut or Gimp 
Spinning Flights, 6d. each; Spoon Baits (Jack’s 
size), 9d.each ; Gut and Gimp Traces, 6d. each, 
FISHING GAZETTE Gut and Gimp Traces, used 
with or without a lead, 4 swivels, 10d.; ditto 
Twisted Gut, stout or fine, 1s, each; 3in, Jack 
Float, 6d. 

WINCHES. — Nottingham, 
from 8d. 

HEATON’S PATENT REELS, “ Strike from the 
Winch,” and Heaton’s Patent Screw-joint Ferrule, 
capped up to in., 1s. 6d. 

Rods made to order or fitted with screw-joint 
ferrules, 


Price List free on application. 


Postage extra on all orders, and all must be 
accompanied by a remittance. 


All goods marked in plain figures, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, SW. - 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.RLEL,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

‘8and16 Stamps. 


from 6d.; Brass 





King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,’ by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this maybe “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,’ butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 8d., 6d,, and ls. each; 
AND BY 
Wm. KING, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ~ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


Wholesale by ALLCOcK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 





ISHURSTINE, for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 

men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies. 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and 1s, each, 


Wholesale by Price’s PATENT CANDLE 
CoMPANY, Limited, London, 





PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS, 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 
EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL, ILLS, |. 
“ Dec, 24th, 1883, 

ADE’S “Ihave been troubled with ILLS, 


gout for the last forty years, 
ADE’S and in that time been under 
nine doctors, and tried many 
ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ 
remedies, but I found no relief 
ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S 
PILLS, and since then I have 
ADE’S ailed nothing. 
(Signed) 
“TF. W. LONSDALE. 
“ 22, St. John-st., Preston.” 


ILLS. 


ILLS, 
Eins 
ILLS, 
P ILLS. 


ADE’S 
ADE’S 





p= 
Do not be persuaded to take 

ADE’S any other Pills for the above Pps. 
distressing painful disorders, 

ADE’S as “ Hade’s” haye been proved ILLS. 
by thousands to be the safest 

ADE’S and most effectual remedy, ILLS. 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 

| pio. cine vendors, in bottles, ls, 13d. ILLS. 

and 28, 9d. 


GEORGE |EADB, 72, GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, 


[Jan. 10, 1885. 


TROUT and GRAYLING, 


OVA, FRY, 


AND 


YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
8S. Levenensis, 8. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 


For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and - 
Shooting. 


Tur Forest AND STREAM has a very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and yalue. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life 
field experiences, and original observations in Natura. 


History. Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist, Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fisheulturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Srream 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrsr anp SrReAmM PuBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Seance, and RiviIncton, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 





10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 















C2 CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
tre AND HARNESS 
a d FITTINGS 
aX and all other Metal 
yARK i 





BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, 'BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 





6d. per Pkt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. — 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&e., for the Aquaria. 


52, King William S8t., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS. 
Post Free, 27 stamps. Hight Tunes. Size 7} by 
21 inch, In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed on a new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
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! 


Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube ~ 


Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 


the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway © 


Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 8s. each. Two 


Bells, 5s. each. J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 


road, London, 8.E. 
2s.—_TWO SHILLINGS—2s. 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED. 
Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c. 


Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry — 


lists, labels, &c. Packed, and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.O.0. for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B. PILLINGER 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, §.E. : 


ONE SHILLING. 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard. 


ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for — 


27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented), 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Each denotes correet 
time, and is warranted for two years. To be pro- 
cured only from the undersigned All orders 
executed by return of post. J. B, PILLINGER, 
140, Blackfriars-read, Londen, §.E. 


Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Hlectro- — 
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IN Cleo, 





Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. — ’ ; 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. F 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s, ; or post free, 10s. 6d. 
To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage, 
is 12s. 6d, 





ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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A CLUB FOR FLY-FISHERS. 


For some years past fly-fishermen have felt the want of a club where 
they could meet and discuss matters connected with their favourite 
sport. We are glad to be able to announce that this want no longer 
exists. 

On the 18th of December last, several gentlemen well known in 
the angling world met together and unanimously decided that it was 
desirable to establish a club for fly-fishermen, and a committee was 
formed composed of the following gentlemen :— 


John Brunton, M.D. Alfred Jardine. 

M. Burneit. T. J. Mann. 

H. Cholmondeley-Pennell. Rev. J. Manley, M.A. 

HenryiF fennel (Land and Water) | R.B. Marston (FISHING GAZETTE) 
Edward Hamilton, M.D., F.L.S. | Wm. Senior (F%eld). 

T. J. Hodson. J. P. Taylor, hon. sec. 


It was decided that the name of the club should be 





THE FLY-FISHERS’ CLUB. 
* By this none maketh money—only contentment.” 


OBJECTS. 


The constitution and purpose of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, which is 
purely a social club (there will be no prizes or competitions), may 
be stated in brief to be :-— 


To bring together gentlemen devoted to fly-fishing generally. 


To afford a ready means for communication between those interested in this 
delightful art. ; 

‘To provide in the reading-room, in addition to the usual newspapers, periodicals, 
&c., catalogues and books, foreign as well as English, having reference to 
fishing, particularly to fly-fishing, so as to render the club a means of 
obtaining knowledge about new fishing places and vacancies for rods, and 

» make it a general medium of information on all points relating to the art. 

The annual subscription for London members is two guineas, and 
for country members* one guinea. There is no entrance fee at 
present. Although invitations to join the club have only just been 
issued, already most encouraging promises of support have been 
received from gentlemen in London and the provinces, and with 
such a strong committee there can be little doubt of the success of 
the club. An excellent “home” has been secured at 10, Adelphi- 
terrace, Strand (the old quarters of the Savage Club), overlooking 
the Thames Embankment gardens, and within three minutes’ walk 
of the Charing-cross stations of the L. B. and §. C. and District 

Railways. The house belongs to the Caledonian Hotel opposite, and 

the members have all the conveniences of a good hotel at their 

disposal. There can be no doubt that fly-fishers resident in the 
country will see the advantages of belonging to a club frequented by 
fly-fishers, where they will find all the current literature on the 
subject, and where they can make appointments to meet friends. 

The regular meeting night is fixed for Thursday in each week. 

Fishing-tackle makers in all parts of the country are invited to send 

their catalogues, and also small neatly-framed cases of specimens of 

their flies for salmon, trout, and grayling, &c., with names attached. 

These will be hung on the walls for the convenience of members. 

Proprietors of waters who have vacancies for fly-rods are also invited 

to send particulars. Allsuch communications should be addressed 

to J. P. Taylor, Esq., hon. sec., Fly-Fishers’ Club, 10, Adelphi- 
terrace, Strand, London. 

Gentlemen desirous of joining the club should apply to some 
member of the committee, or to the hon. sec., who will supply copies 
of the rules of the club. 





* Only those will be eligible as “country members” who have |no fixed 
occupation in London, and do not live within ten miles of St. Paul’s. 


THE LYNN ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 


IT gives us much pleasure to call attention to the report of the 
annual meeting of the above association, which appears in our 
columns this week. It will be seen that this young association, 
judged by results, is already one of the most important in the 


country. They recognise the value of fish culture in a very practical 
manner. 





SSE a En BT 
DEATH OF MR. GREVILLE FENNELL. 
IT is with great regret we have to announce the death of Mr. 
John Greville Fennell, the well-known angling writer, | 
which took place quite unexpectedly on Tuesday last, 
Jan. 13, at his residence, Jessamine Cottage, Henley-on- & 
Thames. It was only the other day we had a letter from § 
him saying he had not been well, but was getting better. § 
We intend next week to give a portrait and biography of & 
Mr. Fennell, and as many of our readers were wellacquainted & 
with him, we shall be much obliged if they will send usany & 
notes of interest that occur to them’ respecting the veteran 
angler and angling writer, “Greville F.” Mr. Fennell has & 
been a member of the eld staff since the commencement & 
of that paper in 1853. Under the nom de plume of “ Creel” | 
he was a frequent contributor to the FISHING GAZETTE, he & 
was the author of “The Rail and the Rod,” “The Book of 2 
the Roach,” &¢c., and contributed articles on various subjects 
to magazines and other periodicals. 











ODDS AND ENDS IN SALMON FISHING. 


By Gro. M. Ketson.—No. 8. 


THERE is another way or two—which I will enter into as we proceed—of 
advantageously working the prawn or the worm without being restricted to 
Nottingham tackle ; nor will it require the same optical ingenuity to gather 
enlightenment from written directions. In 1884 the fortunate spring followers 
of such killing baits as these soon ceased to expect any lengthened continuation 
of their memorable success, and in the absence of fish and water they somewhat 
prematurely transferred their hopes and anticipations to the coming season now 
so nearly upon us. 

We shall, indeed, soon be up and doing, and it strikes me there will be a fair 
run by this private, industrious, and persevering class of anglers on the newly- 
patented reel of Malloch’s, which is exactly suited for either casting or legering, 
and which will be seen illustrated in the advertisement columns. 

History will no doubt keep alive the memory—in fact,many pleasant reminiscences 
—of beneficial results with the Nottingham method, of which I have the highest 
estimation. Without, however, in any way detracting from its acknowledged 
merits, I cannot but help thinking that the novice will find it to a certain 
extent enshrouded in complications, if not in mystery. But he knows “none 
but the brave deserve the fare” (it must have been an old soldier who said this 
when he took to cabdriving) ; still, in reality there is nothing so very abstruse 
to be met with in securing a familiar comprehension of its well-ordered 
beauties. 

However, we cannot succeed with these lures in romping rapids with its 
well-known gear; we are beaten again with it in antler pools and othernumerous 
catches where a beginner, if properly appointed with the means, which I will 
deal with in rotation as we progress, could “make a hit” with either worm or 
prawn, perhaps after half an hour’s practice. It is always advisable, we know, 
to have “two strings to one’s bow,” and I can promise that there shall be no 
obstinate problems to unsolve here—nothing to trouble the repose of an un- 
accustomed hand, in this, the most simple means of capturing salmon with a 
rod and line. I am now, though, only alluding to legering. 

Unfortunately, we are brought up to believe that “worms,” “ kill-devils,” 
and the like, are only fit for poachers, and here I beg to differ once more from 
reputed authorities, for, in my opinion, a man is not a complete angler unless 
he understands all about the management of worms and other lures as well as 
flies ; but, it might be asked, ‘How can we become proficient with them if 
their use is forbidden?” Tt really is a mere ancient and historical fallacy, and 
an unamiable delusion to entirely prohibit by any stupendous law such baits 
upon a salmon stream. It may be judicious legislation for many reasons in 
small brooks, as trout are our “ domestic pets.” The miller knows them by 
sight as a master his hounds, or a Bermondsey dealer his bald-heads and fan- 
tails. Inany of these trout rivers it would be poaching, so to speak, and 
there no sportsman would care to make a practice of “ worming.” 

Butsalmon thatrun up miles and miles of waterin twenty-four hours must finally 
rest somewhere, and they are apt to select spots in the spring where fly-fishing 
is impracticable ; not only is this so, but they will stay there day after day and 
week after week. Iam aware, though, there are a few rivers where, for some 
unaccountable reason, they prefer to haunt recognised catches and fight shy of 
flats and still pools, and instead of making headway at all, often drop back to a 
previous home. You may rest assured they do not run ahead so early in the 
year as anglers generally suppose. The earliest in are often the latest up—lL 
mean up in the spawning beds ; I have good reasons for arriving at this conclu- 
sion. 

It requires rather more than common sense and mere observation to say why 
some of them enter fresh water with the first spring flood, while others wait till 
the autumn before leaving the sea; but surely it is.a very easy matter to 
decide why the late fish are in a greater hurry to ascend to their matrimonial 
districts. 

I know next to nothing about the mass of adipose matter on the pyloric 
supplements of freshly-run fish, neither can I say that I am interested in the 
analysis of these secret stores which Nature has wonderfullyplanned to serve as 
an internal source of sustenance in supporting life in fresh water where salmon 
find food comparatively scarce. But I have observed that in the spring of the 
year a salmon will take a fly, and will feed upon prawns and worms as soon as 
he has “ settled down” much more readily then than in summer or autumn, and‘ 
although his ravenous desire for the former is quickly suspended till he takes 
up fresh quarters, his appetite is so especially keen that he can almost 
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always be bamboozled anywhere with either of the two latter, and will come 
again and again at them rather than be disappointed. 

Now, with regard to legering, I do not hide the fact that a great many good 
judges consider it to be scarcely worthy of regard, and declare it is all very well 
only when the thermometer registers 90° in the shade, and they are able to lay 
about on mossy banks with their sketch-books or a novel, leaving the 
rod beside them resting across one of the rod-holders made by Mathews and Co. 
Please do not infer for a moment that this is my own opinion of the interesting 
sport, which I feel sure deyends so much upon our tackle, ; 

With modern means I can tell you of a little trick to make almost a certainty 
of “a run” when the water is dead low, and the salmon are lazily playing at 
“follow my leader” round and round the pool. And here again Malloch’s reel 
will be found a great boon, though my experience with it is limited, as it is 
only a late invention. But I have given it a few trials, and, as far as I can 
judge, there is no gainsaying the fact that it, is admirably adapted not only for 
casting but for legering, or skulking with a kind of running float in places where 
either prawns or worms are allowed. _ i 

The plan I allude to is to select a nice level spot to “pitch” the bait in, and 
that is adjusted in the same way as described in my last, only that there is no 
float required, and instead of the pipe-lead,a flat running bullet between two 
fixed split shot upon the ends of four feet of gimp, which is looped to about the 
same length of salmon gut. Pause slightly after making your cast, then if you 
pay outa little line the bait will work down stream until it is checked by the 
upper split shot, when you should wind in, say, two feet, for the bullet which 
remains stationary all the while has to be situated midway along the gimp. Witha 
very little experience you can manage this by letting out only two feet at first, so 
as to leave the bullet in the above position ; but the novice can make surer of 
it the other way. Uponastill day, or where the water is not rippling, nor 
too deep, you can watch your opportunity by the aid of opera glasses from a 
little below, and when the salmon are settled quietly round about the bait, wind 
in the line very, very slowly and you will invariably know “what's up” teh 
moment you start doing so; but, if the “invitation be not accepted,” 
do not disturb the bullet, but let out the line again. Possibly 
you can get the fish below the bait—so much the better; and 
if you are not successful in either case give a gentle snatch with the 
line, not with the rod, say, to ‘‘jump” the worm a foot, though before resorting 
to this I usually try the other way with a fresh and lively bait. This “‘ worm- 
jumping” has a great many followers, still it scares the fish if clumsily managed. 
Should you fail after all,if I were present I think I could tell you the reason ; butitis 
useless to worry the fish too much, as you would only educate them and spoil 
your chance in an hour or two, when you might return to the place, resume the 
attack, and persevere as before. But supposing you ‘get a bite”—for it 
reminds me of barbelling more than anything else—you had better be prepared 
tostrike the moment you find the bullet isshifting, which isalwaysa safe signal, or 
the connection between you and the fish will cease then and there, unless it was 
very determined and had taken your bait well down; then would the usual operations 
necessarily follow as the fish plunges in its wild, determined rushes to and fro, 
boring down in wand’ring mazes lost. 

It is an immense advantage to a salmon angler to discriminate between the 
rod and the line, the one being too stiff, or the line being too light and fine, or 
the reverse. All the writing in the world cannot tell you how to arrive at these 
nice distinctions with an absolute certainty of your judgment being correct. 

“How do you want the rod made?” said a late highly and universally 
respected manager of a London firm to a nobleman’s river-keeper I once took 
to him. ‘ Well”—or, in his own way—‘‘ Eh, weel, mak it to kill a punda 
meenit, you canna do mair ; here’s the line I use, andit manna brak in doin’ it,” 

That was for the “ sink and draw” performance, and the rod “to killa pounda 
minute ” without the risk of breaking the line, gives a pretty good idea—at least, 
to old fishermen—of the style of rodand thickness of line required. That which 
I recommend for legering, &c., should be a little “better man,” though very 
much after the fashion of the Nottingham rod which I use for “ travelling,” and 
fitted with the upright revolving rings one size larger. There should be too 
tops, one of which must be shorter and stiffer, to command broad rapids where 
very heavy bullets have to take the place of the smaller ones, which are reserved 
for the less troubled waters. 

I propose to supervise the making of these rods this week, so I say no more 
now, but will offer my opinion in the next chapter after a good trial with them. 
But I have something to say in reference to lines, and the following remarks 
relate to each of the various methodsI am now discussing, though I am not quite 
sure that ‘““Greg’s perfect salmon lines” cannot be used with much ease and 
comfort in fly-fishing. They are sold at 81, Market-street, Manchester, and 
Ramsbottom said in his letter to me :— 


“T beg to submit the following particulars. . They have one feature in 
common with very best lines—viz., the silk is of such a quality that a line of 
ordinary trout thickness will stand the strain of a heavy salmon.” 


This will be found perfeetly correct if used with suitable rods. 


“The two other points in which they differ from all others are the taper and the 
waterproofing. In waterproofing lines ordinarily, the first coat that is put on 
hardens on the surface and forms the basis of each succeeding coat, totally 
preventing the waterproof reaching the centre of the line. In my lines, each thread 
is waterproofed as it comes from the reel to the plaiting-machine, thus becoming 
thoroughly incorporated with the line. The result is that should all the surface be 
worn off, it will still be quite impervious to the water. By thismeans all trouble of 
unwinding the line and laying out todry is avoided, whichis a decided consideration 
after a hard day’s fishing.” 


I scarcely go this length, because I believe lines heat when they are put away 
-in a wet state upon the winch, and that cripples, if not destroys them. 


“The taper is also another important element, in that it is quite different to 
anything hitherto made, Ordinarily a line gradually thickens from the end to about 
five or six yards, where, having attained its maximum thickness, it is carried on 
parallel to that maximum thickness until within five or six yards of the other end, 
where the thickness is gradually reduced to the end. In the ‘perfect,’ the line starts 
fine, and reaching its maximum thickness in about five or six yards, maintains the 
same for some 10 yards farther, when it suddenly diminishes to the thickness of the 
finest end, and is carried through parallel to that for about 90 yards, when the taper 
is repeated. Thus, by giving the greatest weight in the middle of the cast, and 
having light line behind, a greater distance can be thrown with correspondingly less 
effort.” 


With your permission I will reserve my own remarks for another day, as I 
have found other unmistakable advantages which these lines afford. 

Reverting once more to the use of prawns and worms, which I hope will long 
continue to hold their place in popular estimation, I must say that I have had 
several opportunities of witnessing that our legislators of subscription waters 
are dead-set against them. Neither is this altogether surprising. But I very 
much fear the disgraceful practices of “snatching,” so prevalent in North Esk, 
where worm fishing is recognised, damage our prospects of successfully 


persuading the authorities to rescind the present law. There “worm 
fishing ” is a perfect mockery, and it is_pitiable to see the way 
salmon are treated. Look, again, at the Haverfordwest river; the Cleddau, 
which rises close to Prescilly mountain ; and the Taf, in Caermarthenshire, 


rising in Pembrokeshire, and witness the poachers sometimes “snatching” from — 


coracles ; while spearing is continually going on—I was going to say—almost 
under the noses of the police, and even dynamite ; to say nothing of their nets, 
which positively take shoals of salmon pink. Let anyone accustomed to deal 
with inferences ask himself ‘“ What these rivers might be ?”’ 

I do not allude to the social position of these notorious cliques, nor care I to 
dip my pen in gall to comment upon their “ fidelity to principle” ; they pay for 
the guinea license, which, at least, entitles them to the same benefits as the best 
inthe land. I like to speak well of every angler, though I have said all I can in 
their favour consistent with a theory of sanity. 

But salmon /ishermen are, as a rule, an especially cultured and usually affluent 
section of the public: never were individual rights more sacred with them, 
never the accepted law more regarded. They have no illegal practices, but a 
vigorous spirit of adventure, and are remarkable for their ready aptitude and 
activity in any of this business in which they are engaged. They are, generally 
speaking, strictly remindful of local customs—indeed, have so much respect for 
all laws that they are occasionally found to materially assist in protecting them. Now 
I venture to suggest if all our tackle were proportionately adapted—especially the 
rod, which by its action should embrace advantages which the stiff, old-fashioned 
sort and coarse-running gear forbid—that we should derive infinite sport with 
either the prawn or the worm, and not waste such a large pro- 
portion of our water. I do not say that we must put aside the un- 
interesting performance of threading a worm ; but I do assert that these con- 
comitants, although subordinate, are extremely useful, and I will give my way 
of keeping them later on. Salmon anglers can adapt themselves to the useful as 
well as to the agreeable ; indeed, the usefnl is not only necessary to them, but 
many are the advantages that may be drawn from it, and it is obviously in the 
interest of this important body of fishermen to reserve to themselves as many 
advantageous systems and devices as lay within their reach. 

Where is the fly-maker, let me ask, who has not a lively remembrance of 
the first fish he took with his own work? And although there is but a poor 
comparison between the two modes of angling, I can only say that with this 
method itis impossible to disunite from the conception of success the conception 
of much consolation beyond the attainment. Why should we not derive exactly 
the same amount of pleasure in playing a fish with a 14ft. legering rod, as with 
a grilse rod made of similar dimensions and under similar principles ?_ Perhaps 
we should, if we could only believe in it—yes—faith is everything, and it 
unquestionably inspires purpose and sweetens effort. I believe the best systems 
of this attractive and fascinating sport are generally the result of thought, 
though sometimes the offspring of accident; if we were always to confine 
ourselves to precept, we should probably follow the same lines that have been 
almost traced and retraced to weariness, working on and on without any 
improvement in wisdom. Indeed, the angler is noted for contemplation, his 
wants quickly multiply, and he is never blind to possibilities, or even 
probabilities of failure. He contemplates because he objects to depend so much 
upon chances ; hence, by resolution, he improves upon schemes which increase 
security, bring encouragement, and finally success—the just reward of Practice 





NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK FISHERIES. 
ON Saturday, the annual general meeting of the Board ‘of Conservators under the 
Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries Act, 1877, was held at the Shirehall, Norwich. Sir 
Reginald Beauchamp presided, and amongst those present were—Sir R. J. Buxton. 
M.P., Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., Mr. J.J. Colman, M.P., Messrs. R. Harvey Mason, W, 
Oldham Chambers, H. Field (hon. secretary), R. E. Burroughes, Jas. Bowker (Mayor 
of Lynn), J. B. Pearce, E. Crisp, H. W. Stafford, W. Everitt, and C. J. Greene. 


THE FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT, 1884. 


Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., called attention to the Freshwater Fisheries Act of 1884, 
which, having been introduced by the Government, was considerably amended, and 
passed into law last year. It was a matter of importance that the Conservators of 
Norfolk and Suffolk should take into consideration whether they should not take’ 
advantage of the increased powers which this new Act offered, or whether they 
desired to leave matters as at present, The Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries Act, 1877, 
had worked very well indeed, and had given great satisfaction ; but since the passing 
of that Act it had been proved in numbers of cases that additional powers were 
necessary to make the Act complete. (Hear, hear). The amendment of the Act would 
have cost something considerable ; and that had not been attempted. The Fresh- 
water Fisheries Act, 1884, however, had been provided, and the Home Secretary 
kindly undertook that the Norfolk and Suffolk Act should not be interfered with. 
The Government had given them the easiest possible machinery to enable them to 
exercise increased powers ; and it was for the Norfolk and Suffolk Conservators to 
decide whether they would take these increased benefits. What might be styled 
the missing links of the Act of 1877 were provided by the Act of 1884, which gave 
the Conservators power to put a stop to the poaching which had been carried on in 
the dykes, ditches, communications, and connections between the navigable waters 
and broads in these two counties. This was not provided for in the Actof 1877. It 
was well, however, to point out—and it had been discussed by the Yare Preservation 


Society—that the extraordinary powers conferred on Fishery Boards by the new - 


Act most undoubtedly interfered with private rights. It would be for the Conser- 
vators to decide whether it would not be well to recommend that the Court of 
Quarter Sessions should take action and appoint a fresh Board—but which would be 
really the old Board reappointed—for the purposes of the new Act. The objection 
which was entertained by the Yare Preservation Society as to the proposed action to 
be taken in respect to the Act of 1884 was provided against by certain wording of 
the draft resolution which Mr, Field would submit. Ample power was to be taken 
to provide against interfering with private rights. The resolution as proposed by 
Mr. Field was as follows :— 

“That notice be given at the next Quarter Sessions for the County of the City of 
Norwich and the Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, that at the ensuing Quarter 
Sessions for those counties the respective Justices will be asked to apply to one of 
Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State to form into a Fishery district, under 
the Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1884, such waters in the County of the City of 
Norwich and the Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, to which the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act, 1877, does not apply, or such of them or of any adjoining waters as 
the Secretary of State may think fit, provided that no by-law made under the 
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1884, shall apply to the owner of any several or private 
fishery, or to any person fishing therein with his leave, proof of such leave being 
on the person fishing.” 

This resolution was adopted, and it was arranged that the necessary notices should 
be given at the Quarter Sessions. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d; per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADV1,) 
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OUR FISHING-TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 


MESSRS. SAMUEL ALLCOCK AND Co., STANDARD WORKS, 
REDDITCH. 





WE have much pleasure in presenting to our readers a portrait of Mr. 
Samuel Allcock, head of the great English and Canadian firm of 
S. Allcock and Co., whose extensive fishing-tackle works—which are 
Situated at Redditch—have attained a world-wide celebrity. Mr. 
Allcock is in his 57th year, having been born in 1828, and at a very 
early period of his life was brought up to work at, and thereby 
acquired, a thorough practical knowledge of the various departments 
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of the business. Ata very early age Mr. Allcock evinced aremark- 
able aptitude for business, and at the age of sixteen he commenced 
to travel for orders on behalf of the firm. Although the business 
was founded by his father, it was reserved for the son, the subject of 
the present sketch, to raise it from its comparatively modest position 
to its present colossal proportions by his insatiable appetite for work, 
his strict integrity, and his indomitable perseverance. As astriking 
instance of the progress made by the firm under Mr. Allcock’s 
guidance, we may mention that at the great Exhibition of 1851 the 





London newspapers described Mr, Allcock’s exhibit of fishing tackle 
as “ Brummagem stuff”; but 
now the name of the firm is 
well known in every quarter of 
the globe, and their produce 
used wherever an angler or 
fisherman has penetrated. They 





cessful at the various Exhibi- 
tions which have been held, 
both at home and abroad, hav- 
ing been awarded gold medal 
at Paris, gold medal and special 
diploma at Berlin, gold medal 
and special prize of honour at 
Wiirzburg, gold medal and 
diploma of honour at Norwich, 
gold medal and ‘first-class cer- 
tificate at Calcutta; also the 
highest awards at Melbourne, 


Sydney, Adelaide, Toronto, 
South Africa, and Murcia, 
Spain. 





Probably there is no other 
industry in which there is 
such a multiplicity of minute 
details as in that of fishing- 
tackle making. The depart- 
ments and distinct trades ne- 
cessary to turn out all that the 
angler or fisherman requires 
can be counted by the score, 
and all these must be grouped 
in one series of buildings, and 
placed under one experienced 
management. For instance, in 
making a fishing-rod properly, 
some ten or a dozen sets of 
skilled workmen are required ; 
and so also with respect to 
hooks, lines, floats, baits, flies, 
&c. The labour is divided and 
subdivided over and over 
again, but in no division is it 
purely mechanical, but in each 
skill and experience are re- 
quired; and, the divisions 
being so numerous, no large 
class of operatives can be 
engaged to turn out the 
complete articles. It is this 
fact which gives the trade in this country an impregnable 
position, and, in spite of hostile tariffs in all parts of the world, 
enables Redditch to send its manufactures into every market and in 
ever-increasing quantities ; and Mr. Allcock, who has been at the 
head of the firm for upwards of thirty-six years, has infused into it 
such a spirit of progress, combined with an invincible determination 
to succeed, that has placed it in the van of the fishing-tackle trade of 
the world. Under his care department after department has been 
added, so that at present no angling or fishing-tackle desiderata can 
be named which the nearly 500 operatives in the employ of the firm 
do not produce. Every improvement is at once adopted, and new 
designs and devices for angling are constantly being produced ; and 
in the interest of his business Mr. Allcock may be met in the most 
remote places, and at the most unexpected times. To-day he may 
be in Paris, to-morrow on the Atlantic; he may be seen in 
Toronto, at the branch house of Allcock, Laight, and Co., or at 
Vienna, Berlin, or Murcia, in Spain, superintending the manufac- 
turing of silkworm gut which his firm has there established. All 
the requirements of any particular market are studied by this ubi- 
quitous traveller, and the promptitude and skill with which these 
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varied requirements are met is the key to the firm’s success. 
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Perhaps this sketch will be more fittingly concluded by a brief 
reference to the public life of Mr. Alleock. Ag Chairman of the 
Redditch Local Board, he enjoys the esteem and confidence both of 
his colleagues and his constituents ; and as a Poor-law guardian he is 
constant in his efforts to afford every relief for the poor, con- 
sistent with a due consideration of the interests of the ratepayers. 
He is also a warm friend and supporter of the School of Art and 
Literary Institute ; and, in short, he is always*ready to give not only 


|, his countenance but his material assistance to any and every move- 


ment calculated to promote the moral, social, or physical well-being 
of the community amid whom his lot is cast, and by whom he is so 
universally respected and esteemed. 
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FENCE TIME FOR SALMON. 


A RECENT startling proposition for entirely abrograting the observ- 
ance of all fence time whatever for salmon in favour of the angler, 
coming as it does at a time when pretty well all the world—at least, 
all the fishing world—is supposed to have formed a decided opinion, 
based upon well-established data, of the actual necessity for limiting 
the time for the capture of these fish, and when there isa general 
cry from the upper districts for an increased fence time, weekly and. 
annual, for nets in the tidal por- 
tions of rivers, naturally leads to 
the reflection whether the present 
general fence season is the most 
judicious that can be established ; 
whether it should be varied in 
different rivers ; whether it should 
vary in different parts of the same 
rivers ; or whether it should con- 
tinue—as at present fixed for 
English and Welsh rivers—a cer- 
tain fixed period, outside of which 
no fishing for salmon should be 
permitted. 

Uniformity of fence time has a great 
deal to recommend it, and its advantages, 
when weighed against the arguments 
which are put forward in favour of 
variation to suit the supposed require- 
ments of particular districts, are quite 
overwhelming. It is argued that in 
particular districts — notably certain 
riversin the South and West of England, 
and in South Wales—the salmon do 
not run up the rivers until the autumn, 
and that they abound in September and 
October, when their capture, except by 
anglers, is illegal. To this it may be 
answered that in most of these cases the 
fish are to be captured on the coast and 
in the estuaries,and that when they run 
up the rivers after August they are so 
far advanced in spawn that their capture 
becomes sinful as destructive of the 
river stock. These are the brood fish 
with the ova largely developed. The 
rivers on which a prolonged netting 
season is asked for are for the most 
part short streams, and the fish, running 
up quiekly from the sea, retain their 
silvery brightness, which, in longerrivers, 
would be changed for their well-known 
breeding dress ; but they are not the less 
unfit for capture than are the discoloured 
buggits which are to be found in the 
same advanced stage of parturition in 
the upper waters of other rivers or the 
same rivers at the same time. If the 
advocates of a protracted salmon season 
allege that in certain particular localities 
fish come up the rivers in September 
and October, clean fish not advanced in 
spawning condition, I must join issue 
with them ; and the soundness of the 
allegation could be satisfactorily tested 
by a proper formal inquiry on the spot by competent judges—men who should 
be, like Caesar's wife, free from a suspicion of partiality. : 

Of course, in drawing a hard and fast line at which salmon fishing should 
stop, it is possible that some small local injury might be inflicted, for salmon do 
not go to their spawning beds quite as regularly as partridges pair. But the 
great argument in favour, of uniformity of fence time is that it undoubtedly 
prevents much poaching, which, on the other hand, a variation of fence time 
encourages. Under the present law regulating the salmon fisheries of England 
and Wales, no salmon except foreign fish can be sold after the beginning of 
September, and the onus of proving that the fish is a foreigner, or comes from 
some Scotch rivers in which the season is prolonged for a few days after the 
closing of the English fishing, rests on the seller. It has been much the fashion 
to talk and write about the supposed variation of the habits and properties of 
salmon in different rivers of the United Kingdom ; but this alleged variation 
exists more in imagination than in fact. All the inquiries, which the industrious 
researches of modern ichthyologists have prosecuted so persistently since a re- 
vived interest has been manifested in our salmon fisheries, have established 
beyond doubt that salmon ascend the rivers in the autumn months to spawn, 
and that the season of their operations on the spawning beds extends from 
November to February, both inclusive. The thronging time on the spawning 
beds may be said to be the months of December and January ; a few fish under 
favourable circumstances may be on the redds at the end of October, and some 
late-running fish are to be found in March ; but, taking December and January 
as the general spawning time, the fish must necessarily be in a grand state in 
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September. Indeed, we always find this to be so, for, as the end of the regular 
salmon season draws near—i.e., the latter part of August—we see on the fish- 
mongers’ slabs every year many salmon deteriorated in quality fast becoming 
discoloured in the skin and distended from the swelling ova. The fish gourmet 
disdains salmon altogether after July. 

Tread with much interest not long ago a pamphlet published by Admiral 
Spratt, C.B., being an extract from the report of the Irish Fisheries for 1867, 
embodying his views on the subject of the close season for salmon. Admiral 
Spratt having, from his connection with both the Irish and English Fisheries, 
given special attention to this subject, his opinions are of great weight, and are 


entitled to be received with every respect, and I have been struck on reading © 


his remarks with their applicability, although written only in reference to the 
Trish fisheriés, to the salmon fisheries for England and Wales. The natural 
history of the salmon in England and Wales is the natural history of the Irish 
fish ; the variations in their migrations do not present any peculiar marked 
feature in the one country distinguishing them from those in the other. It 
seems to be for this reason that the author of this part of the Irish Fisheries 
Report resolved on republishing it for the behoof of those interested in English 
salmon fisheries, for he says, in his preface : ‘‘ Feeling that they—his views—are 
equally applicable to English as well as Irish rivers, and, indeed, for the whole 
of Great Britain, I am induced to republish them for the general guidance of 
Boards of Conservators in the consideration of the question for their own 
districts and rivers.” The report having shown how it had been established by 
evidence that there was great uniformity in the time of spawning everywhere— 
viz., from about the middle of November to the middle of January, pro- 
ceeds :— 

“ Now there needs no argument to show that the saving of a single spawning 
or gravid salmon is worth a dozen spent ones. 

“The balance of protection then should necessarily be more extended towards 
the time of the former than the latter—that is, the salmon should have a longer 
protection before the spawning season than after it is over ; for the evidence 
went generally to show that the greater number of salmon frequenting the 
estuaries and lower waters, where netting is chiefly carried on, are inthe month 
of September brood or gravid salmon, having then the ova largely developed in 
them. , 

“There are very sound reasons then for closing the netting season in September, 
for the fish are generally accumulating and congregate in the lower and tidal 
waters during that month and the dry months of autumn merely to await a flood or 
fresh of sufficient strength to enable them to run for the pools and deep streams 
within the fresh waters where shelter is afforded near their spawning 

rounds.” 
; These remarks equally apply to the English fisheries. The net and fixed- 
engine fishermen in the estuaries, seeing the fish are there, and regardless of 
their brood condition, clamour for permission to take them. Greedy for 
immediate gain, they would sacrifice their goose with the golden eggs. 
On the same principle they would kill partridges all the year round, and 
with the same result—the gradual annihilation of the species. However 
beneficial some people may think this extinction as regards the birds may be, 
even the most democratic individuals hardly venture to apply the same 
doctrine to fish, which cost nothing in the breeding or rearing. 
VERITAS. 


[There is no doubt that a great many salmon are killed by anglers in the fall, 
when they are practically worthless as food ; but the fact is, on many rivers 
until the end of the netting season, rod fishers have no chance.—Eb. | 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


FUNGOID disease has been, we regret to say, not altogether absent from our rivers 
since the close of the rod season. Before that time it had given but comparatively 
little evidence of its existence, only an occasional fish anywise affected being caught, 
and then only towards the close of the season. In November, however, a great 
many were noticed in a very unhealthy condition in certain stretches of the Don and 
Dee. The disease, however, was not far spread, and since the middle of December it 
has been noticeable only to a very slight extent. On the nether reaches of the Don 
a considerable number of dead fish were removed from the river, as also from the 
Dee, between Banchory and Drum. The spawning season, now almost over, has been 
a good one, only, however, as regards the favourable nature of the weather hitherto, 
andthe comparative evenness of the river’s volume. Ice drifts have been conspicuous 
by their absence, and had the rivers been better stocked with heavy fish anglers, so 
far as the season has run, would have had cause for being hopeful. But the con- 
trary, as regards the latter, has proved the case, for this winter there has not been 
one heavy fish in the rivers where there were three last year, and this scarcity is 
bound to tell in the fishings two or three years hence. Small salmon have been very 
abundant in the upper waters, but grilse and sea-trout were unusually scarce, Harly 
in the season the spawning was all over in the upper waters, and with the two or 
three rises of the water during December and the present month, some fair shoals of 
kelts came seaward. It isthe heavy fish, however, that must be relied on to stock 
our rivers, as the spawn of the small fish is infinitely less valuable than that of the 
larger, Experiments made on Deeside for a few seasons some years ago went far to 
confirm this belief. How it is so has not been determined, but it may arise from 
the out-of-condition state the fish that ascend during spring are in at the time of 
spawning. We have our ideas as to the mortality among the cock fish after leaving the 
redds—a mortality something like three to one against the female fish, and in no 
way, so far as we can see, traceable to fungi or any other disease. Will you, Mr. 
Editor, or someone else, volunteer an expression of opinion regarding this point, and 
also give your views on the valueless nature of the spawn of the small fish that 
ascend our rivers during the spring months? 





THE BRIGHTON AND SOUTH COAST RAILWAY, 


A DEPUTATION from the Anglers’ Association, consisting of Messrs. P. Geen, H. J. 
Tibbatts, G. Manning, and R, Ghurney, attended at the General Manager’s Office, by 


appointment, on Monday last, January 12th. We were received in the 
most courteous and friendly manner by Mr. Humphries, assistant to 
Mr. J. P. Knight, General Manager. An application was made for 
concessions on the Brighton and South Coast Railway for tickets at 


reduced fares in 'favour of all anglers enrolled on both associations to certain 
stations on that line, the names of which were given. The regulations in force 
on other railways, the lists of angling clubs, instruction cards, lists of fares, and 
all other particulars were fully explained. After a lengthy interview of nearly 
an hour, we were promised that our application should be duly considered, and 
when a decision was arrived at, our deputation should be invited to another 
interview.—R, GHURNEY, sec, 
SS Se 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND. PILLS.—Rheumatism and Neuralgia.—Though the former 
disease remorselessly attacks persons of allages, aud the latter ruthlessly selects its victims from the weak 
and delicate, the persevering use of these remedies will infalliby cure both complaints. After the 
affected parts have been diligently fomented with hot brine, and the skin thoroughly dried, Hollo- 
way’s Ointment must be rubbed in firmly and evenly for a few minutes twice a day, and his Pills taken 
according to the printed directions wrapped round each box of his medicine. Both Ointment and Pills 
are accompanied by instructions designed for the public at large, and no invalid, who attentively reads 
them, can now be at any loss how to doctor himself successfully. 





G GAZETTE. 


SPINNING FLIGHTS, «ec. 


By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL: 


(Continued from p. 14.) 


THE best spinning baits are—first, the gudgeon ; secondly, the dace ; 
and thirdly, the bleak. This sequence does not, perhaps, accurately 
indicate the relative merits of the three baits in the absolute and 
simple matter of perfection of spinning—the bleak being probably 
capable of producing the most brilliant spin of the three—but rather 
assigns to each the position which, on the whole, it deserves from the 
spinner’s point of view. A large bleak, though sometimes the most 
killing of baits in water which is at all clouded, has the serious dis- 
advantage, as compared with the other two, of being very “ delicate,” 
whilst the glittering scalure to which its chief merit is due is apt to 
wear off on the slightest provocation. 

As between the gudgeon and dace it is somewhat more difficult to settle an 
absolute precedence, inasmuch as there are certain conditions of wind, water, 
&c., under which each possesses a distinct and decided advantage over the other : 
in most cases where the water is small and bright, and ng strong breeze blowing, 
the gudgeon will be found the most killing bait, and it preserves both its elas- 
ticity and naturalness of appearance longer than either the bleak or the 
dace. The “longer-lastingness ” of the gudgeon as contrasted with that of the 
dace is (for one reason) probably because its appearance suffers less in propor- 
tion from the loss of its scales. When, however, instead of a low, 
bright water and comparatively unruffled surface the former is heavy or . 
clouded at all by recent rains, and even when it is neither, if a strong, curling 
breeze is blowing, the dace at once asserts its pre-eminence. 

Still, on the whole, the states of water and weather in which the gudgeon will 
be found the most killing bait are greatly in excess of the occasions on which 
either the bleak or the dace can be substituted for it with any marked advant- 
age ; and in constructing my spinning flights, I have always taken the gudgeon 
as the typical bait. 

Asa matter of fact, the flight which will spin a gudgeon really well, and be 
efficient in striking and holding power, will answer perfectly with either a bleak 
or a dace of the same length ; and even supposing that some minute modifications 
of proportion could be advantageously introduced as between one and the 
other, there are probably few spinners who would consider the very trifling 
gain as an equivalent to the inconvenience of a multiplication of their patterns 
of spinning flights. 

My own object has always been to reduce my flights to the smallest possible 
number compatible with practical efficiency, and I find three sizes are all that 
I really require. No. 1, the smallest (suitable also to 
Thames trout and lake trout spinning), adapted to a small 
gudgeon, dace, or bleak up. to about 5in. long—tail-fin in- 
cluded. This flight consists of tail and reverse hook, “‘ body 
hook,” lip hook, and one flying triangle. No 2, adapted toa 
moderate-sized gudgeon or small dace, from 53 to 6in. long, 
the same number of “holding hooks” as flight No. 1, but 
armed with two flying triangles instead of one. No. 3 
ditto, ditto, dressed a size larger, and intended to spin a dace 
about Tin. in length. f 

Above this size I rarely—I might almost say never—use 
aspinning bait, as I find it impossible to make it spin 
really well, whilst at the same time the chances of hooking 
the fish ran are materially diminished. The larger the bait 
a pike has in his mouth, and the larger the hooks, the 
greater the resistance which has to be overcome in striking 
in order to make the hooks penetrate ; and in order to 
attempt it with any chance of success a much heavier and 
clumsier spinning-rod must be employed than I care to 
use. Infact, I would rather catch afew less fish, or possibly 
fish a trifle smaller, with a light rod and fine tackle—an 
admission, however, which I make rather as an answer to the 
possible objections of those who put their faith in large 
baits, than as an expression of belief that such a result 
would, in fact, occur. In looking back through my pike- 
spinning reminiscences, I cannot say they suggest to me 
any moral in favour of the theory of the big fish taking big 
baits ; but itis only fair toadd that I never caught more than 
one pike in my life over 20lb., and that of those over 15lb. 
I believe the numbers might be counted on the fingers of 
one, or, at any rate two, hands. ‘ 

Why vex one’s soul, however, about a few pounds more or less when one has 
seen such leviathans as those displayed by “Mr. Alfred Jardine at the 
late Fisheries Exhibition, and of which he can chronicle the capture by tens 
instead of units ! f 

Some of the “casts” of these great pike which Mr. Jardine exhibited were 
simply a delight to contemplate after the distorted and mummified monstrosities 
with which taxidermy has so long decorated our museums and natural history 
collections. Not only are these stuffed fish more often than not glaringly mis- 
shapen, but, owing to the dessication of the gelatinous substance between 
the vertebra and the general shrinking of the skin after the moisture has dried 
out of it, even the very dimensions of the original are falsified. Again, in the 
matter of colour the painted casts exhibited by Mr. Jardine and one or two 
others leave no comparison possible. They were actually ‘like the fish them- 
selves ”’—so much so, indeed, that the'large pike in the hamper of straw—a 30- 
pounder, I think, which will probably be in the remembrance of many of your 
readers—was constantly mistaken fora “live” fish. 

There was also a coloured cast of a 2 or 3lb. grayling, by whom exhibited and 
painted I forget, but which was a masterpiece both in shape and colour. Mr’ 
Jardine’s casts of the pike were made by my friend, the late Mr. Frank Buck- 
land (who was the first to bring fish-casting to perfection), and painted by Mr. 
Rolfe. In addition to their beauty of colour and symmetry, the “cast” fish 
possess another immense superiority over fish stuffed in the usual way—namely, 
that they do not smell, to use a mild expression. 

But to return to my text of spinning flights and their construction. In the 
armature of the three flights above described it will beseen that I have included 
the time-honoured lip-hook, which custom, and perhaps necessity, have hitherto © 
decreed to be obligatory in every spinning flight. Ihave always been of opinion 
that it was a custom which, if one could see how to dispense with it, would be 
emphatically more honoured in the breach than in the observance. Some years 
ago, when thinking over the subject, I hit upon a plan which I found to work 
excellently well in practice, and I haye since entirely dispensed with the use of 
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the lip-hook in my own flights. The principle was to substitute for the lip- 
hook a half-knot, tied by the trace itself through the lips of the bait. In 
order to arrive at this result it was, of course, necessary whenever the tackle 
was baited or re-baited to detach the “ flight part ” of the trace from somewhere 
below the lead, and to effect this with rapidity and precision the following is the 
method I adopted :—I tied the flight—that is, the hooks themselves—on to the 
end of about a yard of very fine gimp, the other end being finished off with a 
small loop, which could be readily attached to and detached from a hook-swivel 
immediately below the lead. This reduced the loss of time in detaching the 
flight to a minimum. 

The modus operandi in tying the knot is as follows :—The hooks having been 
fixed in their places in the bait, first pass the top of the gimp, A in diagram, 
upwards under the gill-cover in the direction shown by the dotted line, B, and 
outat the bait’s mouth, and then horizontally through both lips (beginning from 
the lower one), and make a half-hitch by passing it under the ‘turn over,” 
which will then be left at the bait’s mouth, as shown in.the engraving, O. In 
order to save the use of a baiting needle, I found it only necessary to lap the end 
loop, A, of the gimp right up to the point as shown, leaving only an actual loop 
big enough for a stout pin to pass through. This not only makes it stiff 
enough to penetrate the lip and nostril of the bait, but also acts a great deal 
better in regard to its subsequent attachment to the hook-swivel. 

The advantages of dispensing with the lip-hook in the manner described are 
twofold. First, it makes the bait last considerably longer ; and, secondly, look 
more natural and sightly by getting rid of an abnormal excrescence at the very 
point of the whole flight where it is most easily seen. 

The description of all sorts of mechanical operations by words always appears 
complicated ; but, as a matter of fact, the difference in time required for putting 
on a bait in the manner above suggested, and in the ordinary way with the 
lip-hook, is at the utmost one of a few seconds only, and as I once caught 
sixteen fish in about five-and-thirty minutes, baiting included,* I do not think 
that the question of time is one worth consideration. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


A, GORDON ForBES.—We recommend you to read “Stewart's. Practical Angler.” 
You can get a copy for 2s, 8d. from Mr, Cummins, fishing-tackle maker, of 
Bishop’s Auckland, 


NorMAN.—The Index is in hand, and the volume will be ready shortly. 


“J, 1,” Warwick.—Very few of the fishing-tackle makers keep in stock the conical 
leads for use with Col. Hawker’s tackle for spinning the natural minnow ; but 
we fancy we have seen some at Messrs. Gillett’s, of 40, Fetter-lane. 


FISHERMAN.—There is no hard and fast line ; as long as the mesh is small enough to 
hold minnows, it does not matter what size it is. We should say the net’ you 
refer to is useless, from what you say. : 








CORRESPONDENCE. : 
[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


FLY v. WORM FOR SALMON, 


S1z,—In your number for December 20, 1884, Mr. Kelson, in his “Odds and Ends 
of Salmon Fishing,” which one reads with much interest, in writing of fishing for 
salmon in the Nottingham style, says :—‘‘ He hopes that committees will perceive 
during the next few weeks; before the season opens, the policy and propriety of 
abandoning this unwise opposition (i.c., of prohibiting this style of fishing for 
salmon).” For my part I hope they will do nothing of the sort, I can quite under- 
stand the Nottingham style on the Trent, or other rivers, where the salmon seldom 
or ever rise at the fly ; but to allow this style, or, indeed, any worm fishing for 
salmon, on rivers where this fish habitually takes the fly when the river is in order, 
would be a very great mistake, and much to be deplored... How would the fly-fishers 
on the Test, &c., like their waters to be worm-fished, when the rivers were too 
muddy, or too fine, for the trout to rise atthe fly ?—I am, &c., 

‘ SitveR Doctor. 


‘[We think our correspondent has overlooked the fact that Mr. Kelson distinctly 
recommends the use of worm or prawn only in such places as cannot be reached with 
the fly. It must also be remembered killing salmon on a fine Nottingham line 
requires much skill_—Ep.] _ ; 


ANGLING FOR SALMON IN THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


Srr,—A friend of mine tells me that’some of the Nottingham gentlemen feel 
indignant at my remarks in No. 7 of ‘Odds and Ends,” where I said some anglers 
“ always have a sensation of restlessness, and a desire for change (not ‘ chance’) as it 
was printed), unless their tackle is perfect in every way.” Then I strongly dis- 
approved of the ‘so-called Nottingham rods for salmon-fishing.” 

I really was alluding to the rods that are made all over the country, which are 
only known by the name of “ Nottingham‘rods,” and I am still under the impression 
that salmon anglers would agree with my remarks. Still, I desire to repeat that I 
had no intention whatever of making any special reference, either to gentlemen who 
fish in this style at Nottingham, or'to the rods that are made there. ( 

The facbis, worm fishing for salmon is misunderstood—that is to say, in my 
judgment. Sometimes you see large, stiff jack rods'and enormous lines used, with 
extra strong hooks, so that you‘could put the rod over your shoulder and walk away 
with a fish, “ hauling it ashore.” 

Lam setting my face against this almost universal custom, which, I consider, is 
unsportsmanlike, and endeavouring to show. what—pretty sport this-is when the 
angler is appointed with -the-proper materials,—I am, ec, 

GEO, M, KELSON. 

: A-NOTE‘ON THE SEX OF PERCH. 

- $rr,—A very particular friend, an expert fly-fisher, and who, -in the winter season, 
does a little perch fishing, has recently been perusmg that admirable and enter- 
taining work of the Rev. M. Manley’s, on “ Fish and Fishing.” Naturally taking a 
special interest, while reading a book on angling, in the particular kind of fish to 
which he has been paying particular attention, he called mine to the following 
paragraph :—“I believe our own perch, if not every species of perch, is (thus) 
bisexual "—i.c., the male and female organs of generation are present together in 
each fish ; in other words, they are hermaphrodites. Mr. Manley, holding this view, 
very feelingly pities the poor perch’s want of the connubial bliss afforded to other 
specimens of the finny tribe. But the question arises, Is his belief correct? Is the 
perch bisexual, and to be the object of the angler’s tear? At page 226 this passage 
occurs :—“ It is a remarkable fact, or what seems to be a fact, that nine out of every 
ten perch an angler takes are females, judging, at least, from the roe.” 


How can these nine out of ten be females if the perch is bisexual? It is the very 





* T give the exact number of minutes from memory, the gentleman who kept 
the record of the time, and who (with Lord Normanton’s fisherman) was present on 
the occasion, not being at the moment aécessible ; but my impression is that I have 
rather over, than under, stated them,—H, ©, P, 


condition of roe that settles the question. My friend gaye me a day or two ago 
three perch, taken in the Colne, at Uxbridge. He said: “I wish you would deter- 
mine their sex. One, I-know,” said he, “is a male, the others are females—at least, 
this is what my river-keeper said, and he has had a large experience,” 

On careful dissection of the fish said to be a male, I could find no trace of either 
hard (female) or soft (male) roe—there was no increased development of the sexual 
organs. The next fish was full of roe proper (hard); but there was no appearance 
or trace of soft roe, or male organ of generation—it was, therefore, a female. The 
third fish was as full of soft roe, or testicles, and not a trace of hard (or female) roe 
was present, and consequently wasa male, I think this evidence is pretty conclu- 
sive that the perch is dicecious, or of distinct sex, and not hermaphrodite. 

It has been lately stated that there exist no markings, or means of distinguishing 
a male from a female perch, After a very careful and close examination I must 
confess that, excepting some slight reddening of the lower rays of the pectoral fins 
in the female, I could find no distinctive marks till the knife was used, then I found 
the results above noted. One is not at liberty to say ea wno disce omnes. It will 
require many observations to determine external differences, or points of distinction, 
between the male and female perch. The three which I dissected may (with small 
possibility) be exceptions ; yet I can scarcely think so, in the face of Dr. Giinther’s 
dictum that “all fish are dicecious, or of distinct and separate sex.” Rare examples 
of hermaphroditism now and again are met with—these are exceptions and 
abnormalities, and do not belong to the rule. 

I have carefully referred to most of our standard works on freshwater fish, but 
have failed to find any note indicating a marked external characteristic distinctive 
of a male from a female perch. 

The subject in this special case, and others of a similar kind, are certainly 
interesting, and worthy very careful study —I am, &c., JOHN Brunton, M.D. 

21, Euston-road, N.W, 





WOBBLE vy. SPIN. 


Srr,—May I be allowed to make a few more remarks on the above? Mr. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell holds out one objection—yiz., “That in spinning close to the 
surface, in order to clear weeds,” as he has often had occasion to do on the broad, 
shallow reaches of the Avon, the Stour, and other pike rivers, “the difficulty is in 
drawing in the bait fastenough.” It must be remembered that in his style of fishing 
it is an utter impossibility to spin slowly in shallow water, on account of the weight 
always used ; in the “ wobble” style, though no weight is needed, and with a fine 
line and good reel it is quite possible to make a very fair cast—say about 25 yards, 
which in shallow water is quite enough, as you can wade out generally as far as you 
want, and with very little difficulty can fish water not more than a couple of feet in 
depth, and also very slowly. Besides this, if necessary, a weight can be used, and the 
bait, when pulled quickly through the water, gives.a “most brilliant spin.” 

But in a‘case like the above I think it is very much “ Six of one, and half-a-dozen 
of the other ;” but in deep water I certainly should give the palm to the other. 

The idea of spinning “as slowly as possible ” is to keep the bait asnear the bottom 
as you can, as so many fish are passed over in the ordinary style of fishing, with 
which it is impossible to spin half as slowly, on account of the weight. I think it 
is old Izaak Walton who says : “ You cannot spin too quickly for trout, or too slowly 
for pike.” . 

TI should very much like to hear Mr. Pennell’s verdict on “The Wobble,” after 
giving ita fair trial. 

I think “ The Trent Otter’s” plan of threading the.gimp through the gills, and 
out of the mouth again, an excellent plan, as also having an.extra. triangle hanging 
down ; but this latter I should discard in very weedy water. 

The most brilliant spin obtainable is with the old Thames flight—i.e., three 
triangles, and a lip hook, with the improvement of an extra single hook tied on 
between the tail triangle and the one next to it; but instead of baiting it in the 
ordinary manner—yviz., by curving the tail to the right or left, and allowing the 
hooks to lie on one side, the tail should be curved “ upwards,” and all the hooks lie 
along its back, ‘ 

I have never tried the “ Wobble” on the Avon, but as L hope to be going down there 
for some fishing ina month’s time, I hope to do so.—I am, e., 

Fitzroy-square, W. McWALTOoN. 

P.S.—I have by me two sheets of nothing but different recipes, cut out of some 
old periodical, for waterproofing lines, making varnishes and wax, &c, If you would 
care to have them, I shall be delighted to send you a copy. 

[Thank you ; we should like to have them,—BEp., | 


CARP IN THE THAMES, 


Sir,—In reference to the note in your last number about the introduction of carp 
into the Thames, I was told on good authority, more than 30 years ago, that-these 
fish first got into the Thames through an escape of water from Virginia Water, the 
overflow of which finds its way into the Thames at Weybridge. I have heard this 
statement repeated several times, and have always held it to be authentic. Up to 
the present time there are, I believe, more carp at Weybridge (Ham Point) than at 
any other spot on the Thames.—I am, &c., JOHN J. MANLEY, M.A, 

[ We feel certain we have seen accounts of carp being taken in the Thames long 
before 1855,—ED. | 


TROUT FISHING NEAR COVENTRY. 


Sir,—Can any piscator inform me, through the FIsHiInG GAZETIB, of any point 
near to Coventry where fly-fishing for trout may be obtained (next season), if free, 
or otherwise, or what charges ?—Iam, Xc., PEEPING Tom. 


DINNER TO RIVER-KEEPERS. 

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me to acknowledge contributions from the follow- 
ing :—Gresham Angling Society, Mr. H. Brett, Mr. Joseph Andrews, Mr. Clarke, and 
Mr. James Temple (second donation). 

The dinner takes place at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, on Friday next, at 4 
for 4,30 sharp. Train from Waterloo (New Station) at3.17 p.m. Intending visitors 
must apply at once for tickets.—I am, &c., W,. H. BRouGHAM, Secretary. 

7, Ironmon¢er-lane, January 14. : 


“TIRED OF THE EYED-HOOK SUBJECT.” 


Srr,—As an old subscriber of the “F. G.” I quite agree with your Kidderminster 
correspondent’s remarks respecting the eyed-hook controversy in your last issue of 
FIsHING GAZETTE, as I think a few practical yarns will be read. with greater 
interest by the majority of your provincial readers. : 

Irarely missed reading Mr. J. P. Wheeldon’s piscatorial articles when he was 
Angling Editor of Bell’s Life, and from which I gained a lot of useful information. 
—I am, X&e., 

Redditch, 


. 





THE SHEFFIELD ANGLERS. 


S1r,—I noticed an account of Railway Co’s. arrangement with the fishing clubs in 
the “F.G.,” ‘and thought it might be of use to you to forward one of the Sheffield 
tickets, and balance-sheet of the Central Association.—I am, &c., O7.B. 

Sheffield. 

[The balance-sheet, which shall appear in our next, is a very interesting one, and 
deserves earnest attention from London clubs.—ED. ] 


[Several letters are unavoidably held over till next week. | 
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SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 


CHAS a3RsAsR LO Wika Gos 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 
Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
(Very Light). 


New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 
(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


IMPORTERS OF 











CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. 
SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


KILLING BAITS FOR CHUB, ROACH, DACE, BREAM, &c. 


WELL - CURED WASP GRUBS, 


Price 3s. perlb. Also, LARGE MEALWORMS, 5s. per 1.000, Is. per 200, Above 3s, 
post free. Address—C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob Street, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 
CASH WITH ORDER. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 Af Putney. 
45 " Hammersmith, 
50 . Barnes. 

Add 55 x Kew. 
75 * Richmond. 
80 7 Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
thatea strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For TIMES OF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, January 17... ape 2.38 are ae 2.54 
Sunday, Neh iets x85 3.10 ay oes 3.27 
Monday, " eS ai ane 3.43 SE : 4.1 

Tuesday, a 20) = ie $6 4,18 4.36 
Wednesday, * a) oe, bane ase 4,52 5.10 
Thursday, rn 22 5.26 5.46 
Friday, 5 23 6.7 6.30 


he River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
pa cE A hac sates Nad Lh he cca A EL elle Piel ht 





THE LOWER THAMES. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


The report of the river in the Chertsey district is that ‘the water rose very much 
during Saturday and Sunday, but has since then been falling and is rather thick.” 
In the Sunbury district “the water is a little higher, and in good condition for 
fishing ; but noanglers putin an appearance.” In the Kingston district John John- 
son, sen., writes, “I have not been fishing for the last two weeks, but the river is 
not in bad form for fishing.” In the tidal district the report is, “ Water rising, 
and very much discoloured, and there is no fishing at present.” On Saturday last 
ten more brace of trout arrived at Kingston from Mr. T. Andrews, of Guildford, 
where they were received by Mr. Dickinson, and put in the river about the same 
place as those last week. Thesteam launch, Glen Rosa, was passing at the time, with 
the owner and some other gentlemen on board, and stopped to witness the turning in 
of the trout by Mr. Dickinson and Mr. John Bond. The fish were about the same 
size as the previous ones, and were quite healthy. The principal angling has been 
amongst the chub, and for those fish the Stains district is the best, 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Job Brain, in three days, has taken 201b. weight of roach and dace; 
Henry Mansell, in the same time, has exceeded that weight by 10lb. Henry 
Howard has only had half a day, with the resultof abare 5lb. IF. Brown has been 
out four days, and landed 501b., and the only other fisherman that has been out is 
H. Wheeeler, who got, in one day, 10lb. 


Twickenham.—Very little business has been done here. In single days, Pert 


John Spong, three dozen, Richard Coxon had had two days, with a total of fourteen 


dozen. 

Teddington.—There is only one report of angling here, and no news about the 
lamperns. Frank Kemp, in one day, three jack. 

Kingston.—J ohn Johnson, junr., has been out four days, and‘taken twenty-seven 
dozen of dace, and three chub. The bank anglers, here and at Surbiton and Thames 
Ditton, have been among the roach, dace, and chub. 


Hampton Court.—Mr. J. C. Chubb, in one day, with Charles Davis, caught 
thirteen brace of perch ; and Mr. J. Ross-Faulkner, with William Milbourne, seven 
chub, the largest scaling 4lb. At “ Tagg’s Island Fishery,” have brought in a 
quantity of roach and a few perch, 

Walton.—George Hone has been out twice: the first time, in two hours with 
Mr. Abbett, he got three brace of perch, and the next day, in the same time, with 
Mr. Trim, he took four and a half brace of perch. 

Shepperton.—David Hackett, in one day, a brace of jack. 

Staines.—John Keene, sen., in two days, eighteen chub; and another day, one 
jack and one perch. H. Clark, in one day, 23lb. 7oz. of chub and roach ; and, 
another day, 10lb, of roach. John Keene, jun., in one day, thirteen chub ; and, 
another day, five chub and one dozen of ronal 


UPPER THAMES. 


The river is in flood, in consequence of the heavy rains of Friday and Saturday of 
last week. Fishing between Staines and Oxford for the next few days will certainly 
hardly be worth the candle. Roach which have for some nine or ten days been 
grandly on the feed are now quite off, in consequence of snow and rising water ; but 
the “river sheep” may possibly be captured in lay-byes and eddies, but the game is 
certainly for a-few days hardly worth the candle. Jack and chub are dead-off ; in 
short, the water is not successfully fishable. Wind a cruel N.E., but with indica- 
tions of a change from frost—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water is very thick at present, and cold. My son had an hour to himself on 
the 10th inst., and had three dozen of very nice roach. I was out on the 11th, and 
had two runs with the jack ; have not been out since. I hope to have better news 
next week. Fine weather we want now.—JAMES HOARE. 

The water is coloured from the recent rain. Nobody cares to face the cold wind 
that keeps blowing, and I am of the same opinion. The fireside is the most com- 
fortable place. I have heard of a barbel being caught, and my informant told me 
the worm was puton bottom upwards. I can answer for the roach, they are biting 
very well. Water wants clearing down for jack.—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Eynsham). 

Chub fishing in this locality is now at its prime, and will so continue until the 
end of the present season. The principal river is, of course, the Thames, several 
miles of which can be fished by obtaining a day ticket of the keeper at the bridge. 
There is also the Evenlode, a portion of which can be fished on application to the 
landlord of the Swan; the Cherwell and the Windrush, to fish which permission 
can generally be obtained. The fishing is all from the bank, except in the Thames, 
where a punt can be had; and by-far the best bait is pith and brains, properly 
manipulated, as is shown by the captures made during the present year; Mr. 
P. Geen, for four days’ fishing, averaging over 30lb.a day in the Eyenlode, and 
Mr. Hobden over 23lb.a day in the Thames—the two best days weighing 45lb, 
and 32lb. 

Thames (Goring). 

Water now thick, but if it keeps fine will be in good order for roach-fishing by the 
end of the week ; but for all-round fishing it will take isome time unless very fine 
weather. My best day three jack and a dozen of good perch, Prospects at present 
look bad for the next few days.—_JOHN RusH. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 

Water in very bad condition, and thick as mustard. Nothing been done since the 
11th inst., when there were some very good roach got ledgering with tail of lob ; 
also a few nice perch. The water may probably get into condition by the 18th inst,, 
but I think not before—R. PLUMMER, Senr. 

Sonning. 

Water has been in first-rate order for all-round fishing up to last Saturday. The 
rain we have had has made the water like peasoup. It will take three or four days 
from now before it will be anything like fishable. The season has been the worst 
that I can remember since I have been here. There have not been six anglers at 
either of the houses up to the present time. The reason I cannot make out, as my 
charges are less than when I had the old house. The bank fishers seem to have 
been taking plenty of large roach—nothing under 31b.—W. HALL, 


The Thames (Windsor). : 
Water, at the time of writing, is a wretched colour, and, I think, full of snow- 
broth, though very little snow has fallen in this neighbourhood. The week’s sport, 
confined to but very few anglers, resulted in one jack, of 431b., to the rod of Mr. 
Stinton, Eton ; one, 4b. 90z., to Mr. Mitchell, of Eton, and 14lb. of chub, taken by 
Mr. F. Grigg, of London, out with James Gray, 9thinst. Water cannot possibly be 
in condition for over a week, if we get no more snow. At the Quarter Sessions, 
held at Aylesbury, on Monday last, the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos presiding, 
Mr. Scott Murray had given notice of a motion : “ That in consequence, of the danger 
incurred by persons frequenting the river Thames and its vicinity, and the damage 
caused to stock by the use of firearms from boats on the river, the Court should repre- 
sent to the Home Secretary that, in their opinion, it is expedient for measures to be 
taken to prohibit the use of firearms on the river Thames.” Mr. T. F. Freemantle, 
M.P., seconded the proposition, and bore out the remarks of the proposer. After 
some discussion, the motion was put and unanimously carried. Many friends of mine 
and others; will, doubtless, wish the Bill success. Only lately a friend of mine, 
who was snugly ensconced behind an eyot, on chub intent, received a peppering 
from a rustic sportsman on the other side, which, had my friend been a trifle nearer, 
would have resulted seriously.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme District. 


At length the welcome downfall of rain has taken place, but it has come in the 
shape of Yin. or 10in. deep in snow, so thatangling operations remain at a discount. 
We had sharp frost last night—THOoMAS FORD. 

The Bure (Norwich). 

From all spots I gather that the past few weeks have been the dullest the inn- 
keepers have known for many a winter, that is as far as river fishing is concerned ; 
still, on the Broads, some encouraging reports come to hand. During the past fort- 
night several fair catches have been had, and in one instance a gentleman landed a 
beauty, weighing 223lb. This makes the second fish of this weight since Christmas. 
I still look for better things if the weather moderates, and we get some nice clear, 
cold days. Ice has prevented several parties from keeping their engagements. Bait 
can now be obtained of Mr. Greene, London-street (at cost price, 2s. score), by giving 
sufficient notice, Prospects bad—ROBERT MOLL. 


Chichester. 

Sport has been very poor the past week, frost, snow, and sleet keeping the majority 
of anglers at home. The lower reaches of the Canal have been frozen over, but to- 
day there is a break in the weather, rain falling. Small roach have taken paste 
freely, but pike anglers have been generally unsuccessful. The water at Selham is 
in good order, yet but few anglers have latterly patronised the Rother. From East 


Hammerton scored seven dozen roach and dace; Charles Miles, four dozen; and | Sussex I have no letter, so infer nothing has been done.—GEORGE F. SALTER. 
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The Dee. 


What the salmon fishing prospects may be a fortnight or three weeks hence it is 
difficult to forecast ; but, at present, they are not particularly promising. As yet, 
there has been no great run of fish—that is to say, for days on end. Still, since the 
New Year, on occasions when the water was favourable, and the water of sufficient 
volume, a good many crossed the Garths in their ascent to the upper reaches. By 
the time the season opens these fish, if the weather continues genial, will be far up 
the river. A goodly number of sections are still in the market—a result, doubtless, 
attributable to the comparative failure of sport in the “ back end,” and the still 
general smallness of the river consequent on the droughts of last summer and 
autumn, from which, we are sorry to say, the springs and small streams have as yet 
only partially recovered. Following a magnificent spring fishing—one scarcely ex- 
celled before-—last autumn season was very disastrous, a complete failure in com- 
parison with those of recent years, and, if wisdom is to be gained by experience, its 
effects must tell sensibly on the, in many instances, far-and-away too high rents paid 
for a sport generally regarded as, more or less, uncertain. The following gentlemen 
have on lease, or rented for the spring season, the respective beats, viz. : Monaltrie, 
Fred Pickop, Esq ; Cambus 0’ May, H. T. Broadhurst, Esq. ; Glen-Tana, W. Cunliffe- 
Brooks, Hsq., M.P.; Huntly Lodge, H. T. Broadhurst, Esq.; Carlogie, Admiral 
Farquhar, R.N.; Norton, Wm. Lamond, Esq. ; Woodend, W. Farnell-Watson, Esq. ; 
Cairnton, Capt. T. Turner-Farley ; Inchmarl, T. Barbour, Esq. ; Kineskie and 
Crathes, Aug. Grimble, Esq., for February ; C. Wollaston, Esq., thereafter ; Banchory 
Lodge, J. J. Todd, Hsq.; Riverston, General Lindsay ; Invery, General Oliphant ; 
West Durris, R. 8. Hills, Esq. ; Lower Crathes, A. Muirhead Aitken, Esq. ; Mary- 
culter, Gavin TT, Todd, Esq.; Murtle, W. G. Nicol, Esq.; Ardoe, W. Pithie 


Booth, Esq. The D 
€ ove. 


The weather is too severe to encourage anglers to visit the river, and I have next 
to nothing in the way of sport to notice this week. Grayling have beenrising pretty 
well in the middle of the day, but the anglers out to catch them have been few and 
far between. Several baskets of pike have been taken in the lower waters, and it is 
unquestionable that just now jack are ravenous after food, the almost Arctic frost 
having wonderfully sharpened up their appetites. A good deal of skating is going 
on, and by the look of the elements to-day (Wednesday) I fancy we are in for a long 
spell of severe weather.—THE SPLODGER. 


Esk (Whitby). 


I have not been near the breeding house at Grosmont during the bad weather, but 
being curious to know what effect it might have, I made inquiries in the proper 
quarter. I was gratified to learn that everything was going on as well as could be 
wished. It must be understood that the house is situate in a very exposed position, 
and that the temperature is not kept up by artificial heat. Indeed, the place is so 
small that the lighting of a fire any way near would be impracticable, while there 

is no gas in the immediate locality. But it would appear that there is no occasion 
' for anything of the sort, for Brockett, the water bailiff, informs me that on the 
coldest days in winter, when the wind is blowing up the valley bitter enough 
almost to take the skin off your face, he can keep up a temperature sufficiently high 
for the well being of the spawn. There isa fair amount of glass on the roof of the 
house which engenders a little heat, while the whole of the interior is thickly 
thatched with straw and padded with felt or some other similar stuff. This, in 
addition to other simple contrivances and natural precautions, is found sufficient for 
all practical purposes (beyond which nothing more is desired), as past experiences 
have abundantly proved.—JNo, J. JACKSON. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea-fishing during the past fortnight has been almost toa standstill, wind blowing 
strong from N. to N.W. on the land, which prevents the boats from getting out of 
the harbour. Tuesday, wind moderated a little. Two boats were out fishing with 
ground-lines ; they caught four cod weighing 691b. Nothing worth reporting 
from the pier or jetty. Weather very cold, and blowing strong.—E. ComMER. 


Itchen and Test. 
If this weather lasts much longer the upper parts of the Itchen and Test will be 
dry ; they have never been known to be so low. The fish are going about with their 
back fins out of water.—HAMPSHIRE. 


Leicester. 

We have had several rapid changes in the weather since my last report. Heavy 
rains fell, without intermission, from Friday mid-day to Saturday evening, causing 
angling to become anything but a source of pleasure. On Monday there was a 
heavy fall of snow, accompanied by a sharp frost, which extended throughout 
Tuesday and a portion of Wednesday. Rain again fell sharply the whole of Wednes- 
day night and Thursday, quickly obliterating all trace of the frost and snow. 
Fishing, under the circumstances, has been extremely quiet, only a few visiting the 
local waters, with results which may be summed up as comparatively nil. In con- 
sequence of the alterations in a portion of the river Soar a short distance was netted 
a few days since, extending from the back of Mr. T. D. Harris’s, West Cotes, to the 
Braunstone Bridge. The operations were successfully carried out under the direc- 
tion of the secretary to the Leicester Angling Society, Mr. T. S. Hardy, assisted by 
Messrs, Benskin and Ling, together with the keeper, Mr. Graves, and the well- 
known cricketer Rylott. A fine lot of fish were taken out of the short stretch of 
water, consisting of roach, perch, chub, and pike, and immediately placed in the 
West Bridge Pond. It is generally hoped that whilst the alterations are being 
carried on, that every effort will be made to take as many fish as possible from the 
portion of the river where the work is carried on and transfer them to the other 
parts that are at present preserved, but which are not affected by the alterations. 
The weather to-night (Thursday), is cold and raw.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Fishing in both these streams has been very quiet this week, the waters being 
much coloured by the rains of last week, and both streams have risen considerably 
since Saturday. Sharp frosts, accompanied by a very strongenorth wind, visited 
this district on Monday and Tuesday, and fishing will not be much good till towards 
the end of the week. On Friday a few good fish were taken from the Arrow, near 
Eardisland, with the maggot, and some good fish were taken from the Luge, near 
Kingsland, the same day, with the grasshopper. We have not heard of any fish 
being landed since. The Pinsley is high and coloured, and no fishing has been done 
in it this week.—GWYNNE. . ; 

; Medway (Tonbridge). 

Owing to the recent rains, the river is thick and totally unfit for fishing, and 
with the present weather, it will remain so for some time.—YE MEDWAY WATER 
RAT. 

Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


A fresh flush of water coming down this week ; will make the fishing good for 


Saturday.—T. E. 
The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The weather has been very unfavourable for fishing this week. I cannot hear of a 
single fish being took since the 10th inst,, which I took, after a deal of searching. 
The recent rain has caused a flush of water, which will do a great deal of good, for 
the jack have been very quiet, and that flush has stopped the fishing, for the water 
has been very thick, and not fishable ; but to-day it has gone down toits general 
head, and getting more settled. Ina few days it will be in good condition, with 
good prospects (weather permitting).—H. Rout. 


Severn (Kidderminster). ; 
There was a rise of watexgin the Severn on the 11th inst., owing to the rain that 
fell on Friday and Saturday last. During the week previous to the rainfall some of 





ours were out and did fairly well. J. Giles had 12lb. of chub, Wm. Mounds 17I1b., 
J. Bill 12lb. of roach and dace with worm. Other anglers have had smaller catches. 
Wm. Mounds unfortunately came in contact with the salmon. He hooked two, but 
the second parted his rod in several places other than the joints. Of course, it will 
make good for trade—rod-makers must live. We want a good fresh to clear the 
river of the snow broth ; but at present the atmosphere looks more like snow than 
anything else. I was reading the “ Trent Otter’s” method of chub fishing the other 
day. I think ours is a superior, or rather, a more easier way of baiting. To thread 
a piece of pith on a single hook must be rather tedious work, besides taking up time, 
to say nothing of the gentle manner it must be handled in the water. We get two 
hooks and braze them together at angles, the back of one hook to the side of the 
other, care being taken not to have the shanks too long. A piece of pith is easily 
placed on the hooks, and not so apt to swill off, whilst a fish hardly ever escapes. 
In Giles’s 121b. of fish, he had 15 bites ; he hooked 13 fish, only one got away. Cer- 
tainly the fish were only pounders, but good fish seldom get away again. I believe 
Mr. Mound had only 10 bites for his 17lb., and no break away. The double hooks 
are always used in the Severn, and I think to advantage.—H. HARP. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The rain we had during the early part of the week caused the river to overflow 
the banks ; but it isnmow receding again. The frost still continues, and causes the 
banks to wear a very deserted appearance, and even the popular sport of pike fishing 
is very little indulged in by our most ardent sportsmen. I am sorry to see that 
Capt. Mytton has expressed such one-sided views in his speech at the recent meeting 
of the board ; and, although he had the annoyance of being prosecuted on a paltry 
charge, he should not let it interfere with his public duties, which are, doubtless, to 
improve the sport of all classes, and not improve one branch at the expense of 
another, as he must remember that if those who at present pay for shilling licenses 
do so for the privilege of carrying a rod and not taking fish, they (the board) will 
very soon find the balance increased from £7 odd against them to be more likely £70, 
as even the working man will not give them money to preserve fish if they spend it 
in one class of fish only. The working man cares little or nothing how many salmon 
there are if there are no rough fish for him to take for his money, as he cannot afford 
to goin for more noble sport. It isto be hoped that Capt. Mytton will not carry out 
his threat to work against the board.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Teme (Tenbury). 


Heavy rain fell in this district on Saturday, making the water rise considerably 
higher than it has been for some time, and making it very muddy, and fishing for 
at least a few days will be stopped till the water gets clear again. On Monday this 
part was visited with a very hard frost, and a very strong wind was blowing. On 
Tuesday there was a strong wind blowing and every appearance of a fall of snow. 
On Friday last a gentleman landed a good lot of grayling near Hastham with the 
grasshopper, and four were taken near Little Hereford with the maggot. Fishing 
has been out of the question since. Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are all coloured. 
Fishing none.—WORCESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow). 


Anglers have had to suspend all fishing operations this week. The heavy rains of 
Saturday so discoloured all the waters around here, and caused them to rise nearly 
a foot higher than their ordinary level, making angling useless. A sharp frost set 
in at the beginning of th® week, accompanied with a bitter, boisterous gale from the 
north, which has continued some days (with every prospect of snow falling soon), 
which is anything but welcome to anglers. Some good fish were landed with the 
grasshopper before the bad weather visited us. A gentleman down the Ashford 
water of the Teme, on Friday, caught with that bait four anda half brace of splendid 
grayling. They nearly turned the scale at 91b. the lot. The same day a gentleman 
fishing in the Corve caught with the grasshopper, nearly a mile from Elms Lodge, 
three brace of grayling—the largest was 1lb. 3}0z., grand fish. It will be useless 
facing the water until the weather is more congenial, of which there is not much 
prospect at present.—S, LuDLow. 


Trent (Newark). 

The weather has been very unfavourable for fishiug this week. Have not been 
out myself, so cannot say what sport has been had; but I should suppose nothing 
very grand has been done. To-day (Thursday), owing,no doubt, to the rain last 
night, and the rapid melting of the snow, the water ie rising, and a lot of colour 
coming down with it ; so, I should suppose, that by the time this is in print, the 
river will be very much charged with snow broth, and, consequently, not very much 
sport can be expected.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). f 

Anglers have been very scarce since our last report. Severe frosts have crippled 
sport, and only to-day (Thursday) does there seem any probability of a thaw setting 
in. The river, although higher than last week, is to-day (Thursday) in good order 
for bottom fishing, but the fish have not fed in consequence of melting snow having 
found its way into it. Two men named Blatherwick, of Nottingham, have been 
summoned before the Notts County Justices for illegally using nets, and have been 
convicted in fines of 30s. The prosecution was conducted by the authorities of the 
Trent Fishery Board. Mr. J. Stanley, the celebrated taxidermist, of Trent-street, 
Nottingham, has just completed the task of setting up the big salmon (381lb.) killed 
by Mr. Unsworth, of Manchester, in one of the Northern rivers—THm MAN AT THE 
CLUBS. 

Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 


Neither of these rivers will be in condition for fish for two or three days. Very 
high and dirty. , 

Wharfe (Yorkshire). ; 

Wharfedale presents a decidedly Arctic appearance this week, and_ the 
skating fraternity are having a better time of it than anglers. There 
was a slight influx of snow-water at the end of last week; but 
when that has got out of the river the grayling ought to take 


worm or maggot well, providing that the frost continues. On the Otley Club water 
grayling fishing terminates on Jan, 31st; and, in my opinion, this ought to be the 
rule upon every good grayling stream. Why kill the goose that lays the golden 
eggs? Itisnot everyone that has the privilege of residing upon the banks of a 
river containing these handsome fish, and those who do should consider it in that 
light, and do their utmost to protect the breeding fish. Iam well aware that most 
writers consider April and May their months for spawning; but after Feb. 15th 
they are not fit to be taken, as ova may be found in eight fish out of every ten, and 
I earnestly hope that all true anglers after that date will return them unharmed to 
their native element.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Wye and Derwent. 

There was a very great quantity of heavy rain fell the latter end of last week, 
which caused both the above rivers to have large floods on them on the night of the 
llth. Since then very little has been done if the shape of angling, owing to the 
weather being so frightfully cold. Very few anglers have cared to turn out with 
the exception of to-day (Thursday), which has been much milder, and several very 
nice dishes of grayling and roach have been killed by the aid of cockspur and 
prandling worms. ‘Trout are nearly all spawning in.the brooks adjoining both the 
Wye and Derwent. They are much later in the Lathkill—they are only just be- 
ginning to spawn. The pond fish are also very late this season. The Matlock Bath 
Angling Association have got their fishhouse erected in the private grounds of TF. C. 
Arkwright, Esq., Willesley Castle, and have eight large trays with some trout spawn 
in themalready. They are going to put several thousand Loch Leven trout eggs i 
them shortly. No doubt this new association will be the leading one in Derbyshire 
soon, for it is managed in a first-class way.—G. J. EATON, 

The Yare (Norwich). oY 
_'The severe weather has not been favourabie to the jack-fishing, and the salt tides 
have again visited our waters with their destructive result, and though I have not 
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heard of anyone trying the river during the past fortnight, yet on waters connected 
herewith some good sport has been had, Catches of five, all over 3]b., and of eight, 
he largest weighing being 7lb. and 8lb., and of six, the largest running between 
lb. and 71b., have been made, all caught snap tackle, and at one spot. I very much 
fear that unless the weather speedily alters, and we have some fining down of the 
water, very little will be done on the river yet awhile—not that there are not plenty 
of pike, but adverse circumstances prevent their capture. The river is thick and 
swollen, and prospect bad. The snow is gone, and it is raining in torrents.— 


R. MOuu. 
CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
A special delegate meeting will take place on Monday next, Jan, 19th, at 9 o'clock, 
n important business.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

A special half-yearly meeting was held on Tuesday last for election of officers, 
when the following gentlemen were elected —President, Mr. H. Martin; Vice- 
President, Mr. C. Hedges; secretary, G. Mumford; check secretary, G. Butterworth ; 
treasurer, G. Edward ; weigher in, G. Anstis ; box keeper, W. Johnson ; committee, 
Messrs. Burkett, Grant, Newton, Pepal, Crook, Robinson, and Johnson. The next 
contest for three handsome prizes, presented to the club, will take place between 
Sunbury Lock and Walton Bridge on January 25th, jack barred. Secretaries please 
notice : G. Mumford is now secretary of the club in place of Mr. A. Sampson, The 
address is the Club-house, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, Battersea, 








CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held at the Swan on Monday last, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts 
in the chair, The minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed. The 
election of anew member at that meeting was unanimously confirmed, Catches 
reported were: Mr. H. Short, 43]b. jack from the Ouse, and two chub weighing 91b. ; 
Mr. Tibbatts a jack of 33lb. from private water ; Mr. Geo. Colls, 16}1b. jack from 
Penton Hook—the largest scaling 6lb. 30z. Several members gave interesting 
accounts of previous exploits, experiences, &c. A hearty vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed the proceedings.—HENRY Howss, hon. sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th we were just saved from a blank by Mr. McDonnell weighing in a few 
dace from the Stort. On the 11th Mr. Castell weighed in roach, and Mr. McDonnell 
dace from the Thames. Several others returned with blanks. Our complimentary 
visit will take place on Monday, the 26th, in our club-room, Coger’s Hall, Bride- 
lane, Fleet-street. All anglers and friends will be weleome.—CAs. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Although the weather is sharp and keen, the members of the above have deter- 
mined to face it, and fish a match on the 18th inst., in the Thames, from Bray lock 
to Cookham lock. There are seven prizes to be contested for.—C. REEVES, sec. 


Th eee e 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were some good fish brought, to the club on the 4th inst. by Mr. Snook, Mr. 
Holmes, and Mr. Maybury. Mr. Gadbury, two jack; Mr. R. Murphy, one jack, 61b, 
On the 11th there was a splendid show of roach and jack. Mr. E. Holmes, 231b. ; 
Mr. W. H. Snook, 20lb.; Mr. Gadbury, 22lb. of jack; Mr. Maybury, roach; Mr. 
Devon, some handsome roach from the Stort. The members will fish for prizes on 
the 25th from the Rye House Bridge to St. Margaret’s Bridge, both sides of the river, 
Our annual supper will take place at the club-house on Feb. 8rd—Mr. H. J. Tibbatts 
will be chairman, Mr, W. H. Snook vice-chairman—when I hope to have the usual 
number, about 100, on that occasion. I am pleased to say Mr. H. G. Brookwell’s 
handsome collection will be in the club-room by the end of the week. Any friends 
wishing to pay us a visit will receive a hearty welcome.—R. MURPHY. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, at the 
Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons-ayenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Godwin in the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. King proposed, and 
Mr. Crumplen seconded, the election of Mr. Walter Gibbs as a member of the society ; 
the ballot for this gentleman will be taken on the 27th instant. The secretary was 
instructed to obtain Mr, Ellis’s permission for a repetition of the pike competition, in 
which Mr, Ellis gives the first prize. Mr. Bentley, who was present, expressed his 
willingness to again provide the second prize. It was also arranged that on hearing 
from Mr. Ellis, the seeretary should send a post-card, with particulars of the com- 
petition, to each member. A notice was read from the Anglers’ Association that a 
“delegate meeting” would take place on Monday, the 19th inst., “to confirm the 
Rules of the Association.” Mr, Crumplen pointed out that the Gresham had, at 
present, no delegates to this new association ; he strongly protested against the 
means which had been adopted to bring about the amalgamation of the West Central 
and East Central Associations, and protested that if the East Central had been in 
possession of the true facts of the case, they would never have been parties to their 
own extinction in the way they had been ; he, therefore, moved that no notice of the 
meeting to be held on the 19th inst. be sent to the society’s delegates to the late 
West Central and Hast Central Associations. Mr. Crumplen’s remarks were borne 
out, and his motion seconded, by Mr. Bentley, and upon the resolution being put to 
the meeting, it was carried unanimously. Mr. Crumplen further gave notice that at 
the meeting to be held on the 27th inst., he would move—* That this society do not 
send delegates to the Anglers’ Association,’ which would give him an opportunity 
to explain, and the members to discuss, the means by which the so-called amalgama- 
tion had been brought about. A vote of thanks having been accorded to the chair- 
man, the meeting was brought to a close in the usual manner.—H. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first meeting in the new year of this society was not so numerously attended. 
The bitter N.E. wind and snow caused several members to send an apology, and no 
fish has been weighed in since Mr. Bayfield, jack, in last week’s report. Mr, C. 
Harrison, our artist as we call him, gave us another proof that he really is a great 
angler, and makes angling a study as well as the fine arts; he gave the members a 
little insight of how to obtain jack when rowing sometimes at dusk, four or five 
miles along the river from the broads, which very often has to be done. His plan 
is to spin all the way with a luminous bait that does not show much on starting, 
but as daylight grows dimmer shows out plain in deep water, and which cannot fail 
to attract jack within reasonable distance. By his invitation I visited his studio, 
and I cannot but envy my friend, who points to a nearly-finished painting on his 
easel of a well-known water and landscape scene, nearly completed, for the Ipswich 
Exhibition ; and he points to the lily leaves on the water, and reminds me that is 
the spot fora large jack, and hanging behind is the bait to catch him with. Through 
his courtesy I shall have much pleasure in forwarding you one in a few days for 
your inspection.—J. LARK. 

[Trailing for pike even in daylight is rightly considered very “bad form” by 
most anglers, and to do it at night with a luminous bait is next door to poaching, 
in our opinion. If “angling” of this description became general, there would soon 
be no fish left. There is nothing new in luminous baits ; we have some sent us from 
Austria years ago, but we never use them.—ID. | 


GOLDEN BARBELL. 
On the 4th inst. Mr. T. Bigsby had 5lb. of nice roach from the Thames; Messrs. 
Chapman and Green had roach and dace from the same river, Tom Adams, fishing 


at the Harp, got a couple of jack, one going 8lb. and another 41b. On the 11th 
inst., Messrs. Stanton and Bigsby saved the society a blank with a nice show of roach 
and dace from the Upper Thames. A competition fora series of prizes will take 
place on February 8th. Members desirous of competing are requested to send in their 


-names to the secretary on or before the 7th prox.—PIXIE. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. ; : 

Our chub hunters have been having a good time of it lately. The water and weather 
both being right, some splendid takes of these fish have been recorded. Mr. Geen has 
already taken the following weights this year—yviz., 37lb., 3231b. from the Evenlode, 
and in one hour and a half’s fishing in the Thames, at |Eynsham, 123lb. On Thurs- 
day last there was a magnificent show of chub, weighing nearly Ilcwt., on our 
tables, caught by Mr. Geen, in the Eyenlode, and Mr, Hobden in the Thames, being 
61lb. to the former gentleman, and 47lb. to the latter. All these fish were caught 
from the bank at Eynsham, and any angler wishing to have a bulletin of the con- 
dition of the water, so as to decide on his fishing, can always obtain it by sending a 
line to Mr. W. B. Howe. The water above Oxford is frequently in good condition 
when it is unfishable below Reading. The date of our next smoking concert will 
appear in the next number of the GAZETTE.—H. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members out on the 11th. ~Mr, W. High again saved us from a blank 
with about 141b. of handsome roach. There wasa good run of water in the river 
Lee at the beginning of the week, which brought down an immense quantity of 
decayed weeds. This will bring on good fishing as soon as itis settled down and we 
get rid of the snow broth that is now in the river. Better late than never, is an old 
proverb.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very few of our members went out on the 11th inst. on account of the weather 
being so unfavourable. Mr. Bingle brought in from Temple a nice show of roach, 
and Mr. Grimlick some very fine roach and dace from the Lea. The other members, 
we are sorry to say, met with poor sport. However, we trust, this new year, that 
angling will be better than the last ; wishing all our friends and brother anglers a 
happy new year.—H. BINGLE, sec. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

We held our annual meeting on the 8th inst., and had a very good attendance, 
close on 40 members being present. Below is a réswmé of the business got through : 
The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were read and confirmed. Life member- 
ship to-be created on payment of five guineas, such members to have- precisely the 
same privileges as ordinary ones. The treasurer's quarterly account of receipts and 
payments, showing a balance to the credit of £25 5s. 5d., was read and adopted. The 
trout fishing in the reservoir to open the first Monday in March, the charge for 
tickets to be done away with, also the restriction as to weight ; with these exceptions 
the regulations of last year will remain in force for 1885. The right of fishing in a 
portion of the river Gowy, about 3} miles beyond Chester, to be rented after the rate 
of £10 per annum. Votes of thanks were passed to Messrs. A. Harrison, Ellinger, 
and Martin for their many and valuable services and presents to the association, 
each gentleman briefly acknowledging the compliment paid them. Cards of member- 
ship for 1885, and revision of rules relegated to committee for attention. Result of 
election of officers :—President, Mr. Ellinger ; vice-president, Mr. W. Pearson ; chair- 
man, Mr, Leaman; vice-chairman, Mr. Bloomfield ; hon. treasurer, Mr. W. Jones, 
(6th year) ; hon. sec., Mr. R. Woolfall (5th year) ; hon. cash steward, Mr, J. Evans 
(4th year) ; committee, Messrs. H. Martin, H.Wood, Chandler, Lofthouse, Gass, Roberts, 
and Harrison ; auditors, Messrs. Sergencson and W. Francis. Henorarium of five 
guineas voted to the hon. sec. Mr. Boulding promised a marble timepiece, value £5 5s., 
asa prize for 1885, conditions to be given hereafter ; Mr. Chandler promised a fern 
case ; Mr. Ellinger, a prize value £5 5s., description and conditions to be announced 
later on ; Mr. Pearson will give a guinea, and Mr. Roberts £1, All prizes given out 
of the association funds to be in future in kind and not ir cash. Annual prizes, 
1885, for gross weights and specimen fish to be fixed by committee. Prizes presented 
(won since the 18th Sept. last) :—Mr. Chandler, for gross weight; Mr. W. Davies, 
Mr. Boulding, Mr. R. Woolfall, Mr. R. Wilson, Mr. H. Wood, Mr. H. Burrows, Mr. 
Cleverley, and Mr. Noon. In addition to these the sum of £8 12s, 6d. was paid to 
members incash. Gross weights: Ist, Mr. Chandler; 2nd, Mr. Wood; 3rd, Mr, 
Martin. Specimen fish: Trout, Mr. A. Gregory ; grayling, Mr. Boulding ; pike, Mr. 
Higson ; tench and chub, Mr, Chandler ; bream, Mr. H. Wood ; perch, Mr. R. Wilson; 
roach, Mr. J. Evans ; dace, Mr. Roberts; and this brought the meeting to a conclu- 
sion a few minutes before 11 o’clock. In connection with the chairmanship, quite 
a universal feeling of regret prevailed at the retirement of Mr. Pratchett. This 
gent leman—a well-known figure and high authority in angling circles here, and a 
very successful salmon and trout-fisher—has filled the important position of chair- 
man for the last five years, and was, and is, most deservedly liked by all with whom 
he came in contact. We are all sorry he has thought fit to retire, saying he thought 
someone of more influence should be appointed to the chair ; but it is the universal 
hope that he will continue to come.amongst us as usual, and give us the benefit of 
his knowledge and advice. Though through the pressure of business it was omitted 
to move a vote of thanks for his services, a proper recognition of them will be sure 
ere long to be forthcoming.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec, 


LYNN ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the above society was held at the Town Hall, Lynn, on 
Monday evening. Mr. F. Ludby (the president) occupied the chair, and amongst 
those present were Messrs. H. Wright, F. Smoothy, T. Spurr, F. L. Freeman, W. J. 
King, J. B. Rix, W. Bywater, R. Jones, J. Ream, A. R. King, C. Dennis, Donaldson, 
T. Lindsey, H. Laird, F. Knight, H. Bradfield (hon. secretary), &c. The secretary 








‘read a long and interesting report, from which we take the following extracts, 


which will prove what capital work is being done by this club, and 
also how much the members are indebted to the exertions of their 
secretary, Mr. Bradfield, who has made this club a model of what a 
provincial angling club should be. The fourth year of the association has 
ended, and the committee have a very pleasurable duty in presenting their report to 
the members. The previous year was the most successful the association had then 
seen, but the past year has far surpassed itin all ways. There has been a great in- 
crease in the number of anglers, and very much more angling has been done than in 
any previous years, while the sport obtained, although affected by the hot dry 
summer and exceptionally dry autumn, has been fairly good. The committee have 
in this, as in previous years, endeavoured to secure fishing for the members by hiring 
every available piece of water within a reasonable distance of the town. The fol- 
lowing waters have been acquired during the past year—viz., the Saddlebow road 
ponds, the cuttings by the side of the railway between North Wootton and Wolferton 
stations, and Mr. R. H. Household has very kindly leased to the association, at a 
nominal rent, his fishery in the river Nar. The Great Eastern Railway Company 
and the Eastern and Midlands Railway Company continue to grant to the members 
of the association the privilege of cheap tickets, and the committee urge the mem- 
bers to guard this privilege very jealously, as several of the large railway companies 
have, during the past year, owing to certain irregularities, shown a tendency to 
withdraw the privileges hitherto granted to anglers. The Gaywood river was dragged 
on the 25th January, and the chub, dace, perch, and roach obtained were turned into 
the Long pond, It was reported at the last annual dinner that Lord Walsingham 
had offered the association a present of stock fish. Mr. T. Spurr and the secretary 
went over to Lord Walsingham’s on the 14th March last, and succeeded in bringing 
home in good condition a splendid lot. of rudd, perch, golden tench, and common 
tench. ‘I'he latter were an exceptionally fine sample of fish, and must have averaged 
close upon 8lb. each. A large number of the common®tench were turned into the 


Long pond and the remainder into the Saddlebow road ponds. The committee made 
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three journeys to Narford and many journeys to Hillington after trout ova for arti- 
ficial hatching, and succeeded in obtaining about 2,000 eggs at the latter place on 
7th January last, and these were hatched off in the troughs at the Lynn Museum. 
The experience gained by the committee in this, and in previous years, shows that it 
is necessary to make almost daily visits to the spawning grounds during the spawn- 
ing season, if this part of the work is to be prosecuted successfully. They therefore 
will be glad if members will volunteer to assist during the months of December and 
January. The order for trout ova from the Howietoun fishery was delayed pending 
the result of the endeavours to obtain ova at Narford and Hillington, and when sent 
it was too late for common trout ova, but on the recommendation of the secretary of 
the fishery and Mr, William Burkitt, the committee decided to try a box of Loch 
Leven trout ova. A box containing about 20,000 eggs was despatched from Stirling 
on the 17th January last, and after being 18 hours on the journey arrived here in 
beautiful condition, and without the loss of a single egg. One-third of the eggs 
were hatched off in the association troughs at the Lynn Museum, under the care of 
Mr. R. D. Riist, and the remainder at the borough surveyor’s office under the care of 
Mr. F. J. Smoothy and Mr. F. L. Freeman. The trout fry hatched out at the Museum 
were turned into the nursery pond at Hillington early in March, but experiments in 
feeding were tried with the fry at the borough surveyor’s office, and they were so 
eminently successful that it was found possible to keep some thousands of them 
until the arrival of the warm weather, when they were turned into the nursery pond 
as strong, healthy fish. The association is indebted to Mr. Smoothy and Mr. 
Freeman for their unceasing attention to these fry, from the time they were 
hatched until the several batches were turned into the nursery pond. The early 
spring of the past year brought the fulfilment of all that the committee had foretold 
with regard to the stocking of the Gaywood river with trout. The number and 
quality of the trout obtained when the river was netted, and the reports of the 
keepers, received at the same time, that a fine lot of fish were up on the spawning 
beds, pointed to the realisation of the hopes of the committee. As the spring ad- 
vanced, this was fully confirmed. When the association was first started, it was 
estimated that it would take four years at the least before the stocking operations 
would bear fruit. It is, therefore, a great gratification to the committee that the 
result reported should have been obtained at the end of three years. The committee 
haye great pleasure in announcing that Mr. C. W. Harding presented the whole of 
his fish hatching apparatus to the association in January last. The hatchery is now 
in full working order, and may be seen by any of the members or their friends, and 
a limited amount of trout fry will be for sale during the next two months. The 
following figures will show the substantial progress made by the association during 





the past year :— 
£ os. d. 1881, 1882, 1883. 1884, -. 
1 1 O subscribers 8 11 13 13 
010 6 sa 24 35 3+ 45 
Or et On 5, 100 97 115 160 
Total 132 143 162 - 218 


The statement of accounts was as follows :—Dr. : Balance of last account, £38 16s. 1d. ; 
subscriptions, &c., £17 10s. 6d. ; contributions towards erection of hatching-house, 
to be repaid by annual drawings with interest at 5 per cent., £57 ; total, £173 6s. 7d. 
Cr.: Town hall for annual meeting and dinner, £1 18s, 6d.; rents of fisheries, 
£22 5s.; water bailiff, £2 5s.; notice boards, £2 15s.; stocking waters, &c., 
£24 lbs. 7d. ; hatching purposes, &c., £17 19s. 9d.; nets, &e., £7 13s. 2d. ; nursery 
pond, £1 Os. 6d.; printing, &c., £13 17s. 4d.; hatching house, &c., £46 8s..7d. ; 
balance in hand of treasurer, £35 8s. 8d. ; total, £173 6s, 7d.—The President proposed 
that the report and statement of accounts be adopted. He considered they. were 
very satisfactory, and he hoped that would be the opinion of the members at large.— 
Mr. Ream seconded this, and it was agreed to.—The president and other officers having 
been unanimously re-elected, the president proposed the re-election of Mr. Bradfieldas 
secretary, remarking that he was a most useful man, and the society could not do 
without him.—Mr. Bywater seconded. Mr. Bradfield was the right man in the right 
place. He was not a square man in a round hole; he fitted the hole exactly. (Hear, 
hear.) They had hada report read that night which was second to none in the 
country as an angling society’s report. They owed Mr. Bradfield their sincere thanks 
for his hard work in connection with the society.—The resolution was carried 
amidst applause.—Mr. Bradfield, in returning thanks, said he could only say what 
he had said on three previous occasions, namely, that the work he did in connection 
with the association was a labour of love. He Povered in angling ; he believed it 
was the best recreation a man could follow. As far as he was concerned, he did not 
find any sport so interesting as angling, simply because it was an art and required 
study, and the more a man made a study of it the fonder he became of it. (Hear, 
hear.) What made him (Mr. Bradfield) like the work in connection with the asso- 
ciation was because it went in for fish culture ; and the association took its stand 
amongst the first associations in the country as a fish cultural association. (Hear, 
hear.) That was a science which was at present in its infancy ; but the more people 
supported fish culture the more good would they do to the country. (Applause.) 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first ordinary meeting of the Clout Testimonial Committee was held at the 
theadquarters of the above on the 8th inst., when everything was arranged to make 
the matter a success. Committee meeting night changed from Thursday to first and 
third Wednesdays in each month._—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 





NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Five members of this society have been out lately. Mr. Grindley has been getting 
some nice takes of dace and Mr. Underwood some good roach ; but most of the mem- 
bers that have been getting fish the last few weeks have failed to bring them up to 
weigh in, which is very much to be regretted. The limit to working members is 
not quite full up, therefore there is a chance for a few new members to be made,— 
W. HILLIER, sec. 





PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Tn the competition for prizes on the 11th inst., the following members were the 
winners :—W. Page, lst with jack ; G. Durant, 2nd, with jack ; and C. Parsons, 3rd, 
with roach. At the general meeting on the 13th inst., Mr. G. Durant was re-elected 
chairman, Messrs. Matthews, Gafney, and Parsons were elected as the committee, 
and Messrs. Grace and Gardham, auditors. A match for the cup on the 18th inst., at 
St. Margaret’s, on the 25th inst. at Rye House, for a series of seven prizes, It was 
also proposed and carried that the thanks of this society be tendered to our president 
for the yery handsome perch that he presented to this club. ‘This being our first 
general meeting in the New Year, our worthy host ordered up several bowls of 
punch, and with some very good songs from Messrs. Duke, Stidolph, Chapman, Gibbs, 
“Our Baby,” and other gentlemen, we spent a very pleasant evening, Amongst the 
visitors we noticed Messrs. Dodson, Larkin, and Goodall—GADFLy, 


PHG@NIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. George Bentley on the 11th inst. had a very nice show of roach, 23]b. falling 
to his share; Mr. Joe Keen, 12lb. of roach; Mr. Grist, 51b. of dace ; Messrs. Reed, 
Bartrip, Milton, Pucker, and Ashley having perch, roach, and dace.—W. HLBOURNE, 
sec, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held last Monday evening at 
Ashley’s Hotel, and notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather there was a 
large attendance, including Messrs, H. Harden, Robinson, T. R. Sachs, A. Arter, T. 
Gillatt, R. S. Fennings, D. Goodger,H. B. Brown, &c. Messrs. Hd. Holmes and H. 
S. Hawley were the only visitors present.-- Mr. T. Huggett was unanimously elected 
chairman. Several of the members‘had been indulging in piscatorial pursuits 
during the week, and in response to a suggestion of the chairman, Mr, Foreman 


gave an interesting account of a visit to Bray, whither he had gone chub fishing 
but, unfortunately, he was not sufficiently well supplied with bait, so ; after taking 
seven fish he was compelled to turn his attention to jack fishing, and soon landed a 
well-conditioned fish of nearly 8lb. Messrs. Blundell Bros. and Jesse had visited the 
Ouse on the same errand, and although the water in the neighbourhood they were 
fishing is reputed to contain an unusual supply of large local phantom chub, they 
did not succeed in luring one of these monsters, and the joint basket was a light 
one. A discussion then followed on the qualities of the Ouse as an angling river, 
and Messrs. Robinson, Huggett, and Goodger joined the debate, and gave their 
personal experiences of the water. Mr. T, R. Sachs drew the attention of the meeting 
to an article in last week’s issue of the FISHING GAZETTE relative to the decision of 
the National Fish Culture Association to commence practical operations in the Iver 
and Colne at Delaford Park. The members took a keen interest in Mr. Sachs’ re- 
marks, and hoped that the experiments of the Association would be entirely suc- 
cessful. Mr. Sharp’s name was placed on the notice board for election, recommended 
by Messrs. Walker and Foreman. Mr. Fennings, in a neat speech, proposed the 
health of the successful anglers, coupled with Mr. Huggetit’s name. He referred to this 
gentleman’s many excellent shows of fish ; in fact, the absence of a show of fish 
from Mr. Huggett’s rod on a Monday evening would now be considered a remarkable 
omission, and as such would require an explanation. Mr. Huggett was represented on 
this occasion by seven chub, the largest nearly 41b., from the Thames, above Oxford, 
and it appeared from his remarks that he had not only been “a day after the fair,” 
but two or three behind the festivities; for, when he arrived, he found that the 
water had been successfully fished by two well-known London anglers, whose records 
will doubtless appear in another column. Mr. Huggett fished for three days with 
moderate success, adopting the usual winter bait of pith and brains. Mr. R. L. Pugh 
then spoke of the desirability of the society renting a stretch of water, and this 
subject, as well as the public rights to the angling in the Upper Thames, was fully 
discussed by Messrs. Brown, Foreman, and Robinson. The usual toast, “The 
Piscatorial Society” (our noble selves), was honoured, and the proceedings termi- 
nated with a unanimous vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. B. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club held their first meeting for the pressnt year 
after the recess, to wish each other a Happy New Year, and make some special 
arrangements for the ensuing season of 1885. There was very little angling news to 
record, the weather having been much against them, and the waters most extremely 
low for the time of year. After the club business was disposed of, the first 
smoking concert of a series usually given annually took place. There was a goodly 
muster of members and friends, and some capital harmony was discoursed by 
Messrs. Buck, Lawrence, Procter, Dyer, Emanuel, Easton, and others. A very 
enjoyabie evening was spent, proving that such amicable gatherings contribute to 
cement all true anglers in a bond of brotherhood. After wishing each other “ Good 
Luck” in the future, the proceedings terminated with the “ National Anthem,” 
which was given in true loyal style —DAGGERWOOD. 


PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The ordinary meeting of this club was held at the Old English Gentleman Inn on 
Monday last. Owing to the unavoidable absence of Mr. J. Cadman, Mr. H. E. Peach 
was voted to the chair. Since our last meeting, Mr. Whitney, the host and treasurer 
of the club, has passed away. Before the ordinary business commenced, the chairman 
spoke of the unexpected death of Mr. Whitney and the loss the club had sustained, 
and a vote of sympathy with the widow and family was passed. Messrs. Shelcross, 
Clemson, Hancock, and Aston were elected as members, and Messrs. EH. Wheatcroft, 
A. Capenhurst, and J. Hibbert were duly proposed and seconded, and their election 
will be proceeded with at the next meeting. It is proposed to havé an angling 
match, the date to be fixed on Monday next, when members are particularly 
requested to attend—_TH0s. WHYMAN, hon. sec. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held at the society’s room, at the 
Station Hotel, on Wednesday evening, Mr. A. J. Little in the chair, Mr. EH. V. Powell 
in the vice-chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read, from which it 
appeared that Dr. Selle had won the first prize for greatest weight, and the third 
prize for largest fish ; and Mr. G. H. Wright the second prize, at the roach competi- 
tion on the Wednesday ; and that five new members, Messrs. M. H. Blamey, Mr. 
Fleming, J. G. Kempster, H. F. Mayhew, and O. Sturgis had been elected. Mr. 
Cristopers and Dr. Hodges were then balloted for and elected unanimously. The 
Chairman announced that the annual general meeting of the society would take 
place on Wednesday, the 21st inst., andthe next smoking concert on the 28th, and 
the winter dinner February 11th. It will be necessary for members who wish to 
introduce friends at the smoking concert to apply to the hon secretary for tickets, 
in order that proper arrangements may be made.—Guo. H. HESTER, hon, sec, 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

In spite of the wind and the heavy fall of rain that prevailed on the 10th, Messrs. 
Chantry, Flower, and Bastock visited Kingston on the 11th, and the only sport they 
got was among pope and small perch ; hoping that “great expectations ” might be 
realised, they saw the day out, but failed to get a fish that would come up to the 
‘standard. Mr. R. Smith, in hopes of getting a big jack, visited St. Margaret’s ; but 
the moment he saw the water was enough for him ; hastening to.Mrs. Butler’s, he 
left his tackle and went prospecting for another day. Members and friends are 
informed thata complimentary visit will be paid to this society on Monday, January 
26th, on which occasion all members are requested to attend. The where and how 
the jack competition shall take place will be decided next Wednesday evening, Mr. 
Flower in the chair,—PIXIE, : 


ROYAL GEORGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 11th inst. Messrs. Wood, Palmer, Carter, Holden, and your humble servant, 
went to Henley to fish for a prize presented by Mr. C. Somar—viz., a very handsome 
fur cape. It had been fished for before, but the weight specified was not taken, This 
time there was no restriction, consequently it was bound to be won, if a sizeable fish 
was taken. Mr. Wood wasthe lucky member; Mr. Holden followed him, the others 
not taking a fish. Not to be wondered at, taking the wind into consideration. Mr. 
Hewett was out with his friend Parsons on the Lower Thames, and after braving the 
elements like “ true British anglers” for several hours, were awarded with a very fine 
show of roach—viz., 91b. and 6lb, Next Tuesday a “smoking concert” is arranged 
to take place, when members are requested to bring up their friends, and to bring 
them early, when they will be welcomed by—W. H. RipER. 

ne a) 

THE NESTOR OF AMERICAN FISH-BREEDERS. 

Dr. THEODATUS GARLICK died on December 9th, 1834, at Bedford, Ohio. He was 79 
years of age, and for the last 21 years was crippled by a spinal disease. He was the 
first to experiment in fish culture in North America, as he was also the first to take 
Daguerreotypes in that country. He succeeded in taking portraits of persons sitting 
in shadow, whereas previously it had been possible to do so only in fuil sunlight. 
He was a physician of repute, an artist, and naturalist—Deuwtsche ischeret Zeitung. 
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To REcENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAznrTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers ean induce-friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 
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THE PIKE-PERCH, THE MIRROR CARP, THE COMMON 
CARP, AND HOW TO ANGLE FOR THEM. 


Every Tuesday morning I am all impatience to get my favourite 
reading, the FISHING GAZETTE, to learn what there is new about 
angling matters. So it was also on Tuesday, December 23rd, when, 
between 8 and 9 o’clock, the postman came and delivered to me your 
capital double illustrated winter number, which just now, as 
the weather is so bad and wild that one would hesitate to put a dog 
out of doors, afforded me a most agreeable pastime during the 
Christmas time. 

Running over the very interesting pages, I found, among others, the well- 
drawn portraits of my old acquaintances, the carp and the pike-perch. The 
latter one is my favourite among the freshwater fishes. Its capture with rod 
and line by means of spinning or live-baiting affords grand sport ; he himself is 
an extremely beautiful—even a noble fish, and a very palatable eating indeed 
—not fit only for ‘“‘ poor bodies.” ; 

In the Danube and its large tributaries, as well as in some of the Hungarian 
lakes, the pike-perch attains a weight of 40lb. and upwards. During the more 
than thirty years I have been devoted to angling I have caught several thousands 
of them, weighing from 2Ib. up to 171b. , 

The past month of September one of my fishermen, when netting, got one 
specimen in the river Thaya scaling 271b. Unfortunately, this river is much 
polluted bya series of large sugar works, in consequence of which the pike- 
perch, as well as some other species of fish, are more and more decreasing. 
On the part of the Moravian Piscatorial Society every effort is made to stop 
these destructive pollutions, and there is some hope that, with the aid of our 
Government, they will be diminished. Vederemo ! 

The pike-perch is the fish the English slow-running rivers should ‘be stocked 
with. He wants a deep water with a gravelly bottom, and with clayey or loamy, 
steep and projecting, or overhanging banks. Some rivers and lakes in North 
Germany abound with pike-perch. Though the transport of these fish is con- 
nected with some difficulties, there is no doubt they would thrive well and pro- 
pagate in England in the before-mentioned waters, if there is enough “small 
fry” of coarse fish at their disposal. The fecundation of their ova in the arti- 
ficial way has not yet succeeded. Notwithstanding that, I would highly recom- 
mend this fish to the attention of the National Fish Culture Association of Great 
Britain, and advise them not to spare any pains to attempt to naturalise the pike- 
perch in appropriate British waters, as by doing so the Association will not only 
increase the list of first-rate table fishes, but will also lay under anjobligation 
the whole fellowship of English 
anglers, for he is a game fish and 
worth a challenge. When I said 
before that I have found in the well- 
drawn portraits of the carp and the 
pike-perch old acquaintances, I am 
sorry to say that that is not the case 
with the portrait of another old 
acquaintance of mine, the ‘‘ mirror 
carp.” This poor old fellow’s ex- 
terior has been changed so much 
to his disadvantage in your drawing 
that I did not recognise him, and 
out of the Rex cyprinorum became a 
quite common Cyprinus carpio, 
though the designer endowed him 
with somewhat larger scales. No, 
Mr. Editor, that’s not the exact 
portrait of the Rex cyprinorum, no ! 

But as Iam convinced that it is 
at all times your endeavour not 
only to amuse your readers but also 
to enlighten them, and asI am sure 
that you are as great a lover of 
truth as only a celebrated angler 
can be, I hope you will pardon me whenI send to you a genuine counterfeit 
of the “mirror carp” in the inclosed photograph, to the end that you put it 
before your readers in one of your next papers—if you think proper. 

The mirror carp, known by the naturalists as Cyprinus makrolepidotus or 
Cyprinus specularis, is the most esteemed member of the Cyprinus family. 
His flesh is superior in flavour to all the other six or seven varieties 
we have in Austria and elsewhere, and therefore he is called the Rew 
cyprinorum. 

He is distinguished at the first glance from his relations by his strikingly 
few, but large and peculiarly-shaped golden lustred scales, which cover o: ly 
one part of each side of the fish, usually set in two rows, leaving all the other 
parts bare or uncovered, as you can perceive in the photograph in question. 
Some specimens are possessed of three rows of scales ; another variety } resents 
only one row near the back, and is called “saddle carp.” If they happen to 
have no scales at all they are called “leather carp,’ and are much sought for. 
The mirror carp is raised in ponds up to a weight of 6 or 8\b., because this 
weight is the most marketable ; of course, they can be raised up to 40]b. and 
more, as I have seen them, but such big fish are a mere ornament for park 
‘ponds, and are not fit for the table fish—i.e , mirror carp scaling from 5 to 12Ib. 
are considered the best as table fish. The specimen you have th2 photograph 
of, scaled somewhat more than 7lb., and has been eaten up together 
with a fellow of his on Christmas eve by my family, as it is the custom in this 
country, and a very good and palatable eating it was. Yes, Mr. Editor, a very 
good and palatable eating. I purposely accentuate this fact, because one meets 
in the most par's of England with the opinion that the carp in general is a very 
bad eating. Even some celebrated writers on angling speak very contemptuously 
of the poor carp and defame him, from the gastronomical point of view. 
“Ephemera” says: “The whole kit (Cyprinide) is as mean as the genus 
Salmonide is noble.” Mr. Manley, in his charming book, ‘ Fish and Fishing,” 
says : ‘‘Gastronomically, I have little or no reverence for the carp. Carp fell 
into disrepute, and rightly so, for without a rich sauce and all sorts of ‘herbes’ 
the flesh is worse than insipid. Carp cooked aw naturel is little better than 
steamed paper pulp.” The celebrated author of the best angling book now 
existing, Mr. Francis Francis, writes in “ A Book on Angling” : “ The worst of 
the carp is that you must be content with your sport, for when you have caught 
him (in England, at any rate, so far as my experience goes) he is not worth 
eating, being a muddy, bony, woolly beast, on whom any sauce or condiment is 
simply wasted.” And then he relates a very amusing, but notwithstanding 
dreadful, story of a carp dinner, where he was obliged to drop his mouthful 
again in the plate, and, together with the other gentlemen, gasped for brandy 
and water, Then he writes: “Never was anything so filthy. If you can 





THE MIRROR CARP (Rex cyprinorum). 








imagine a stale, musty bed-flock out of some old hospital, dipped in a strong 
sewage, you have some idea of it.” 

I must always laugh when I remember this carp dinner ; but I think that if 
Mr. Francis would have tasted a bit of the hundreds of thousands of carp which 
were consumed in this country during the last few days—Christmas week—he 
would have perhaps not dropped his mouthful in the plate, and would on that 
account, at least, perhaps not have gasped for brandy and water. 

In this country not only “poor bodies” are eating carp, also wealthy and 
rich people like it—people to whom the salmon, the trout, the great lake trout, 
and the most delicious of the genus Salmonide, the char—which abounds in our 
mountain lakes, and attains a weight of more than 15lb.—as well as all the 
finest saltwater fishes are no rarities. No one wouldtouch a carp if it were so 
insipid and bad as Mr. Francis says, you may depend upon it. Ido not mean to 
say that a carp in his best condition is as good as a fresh-run salmon or as a turbot 
—he is surely inferior to these and even other fishes ; nevertheless, he is what one 
can saya very good eating, provided he isin season, in good condition, and taken out 
from a not muddy, but comparatively clear water. Some parts of his body—viz., 
the head and shoulder, are alike to that of a cod’s, and the part near the tail fin 
reminds one of salmon. Upon the whole, he is a good fish, with only the one 
exception —that his flesh is possessed of a number of small intergrown bones— 
that cannot be denied. Cooked in different ways he is always palatable. In 
this country he comes mostly fried upon the table. It is considered as a 
leading rule that the carp should be delivered alive into the cook-room, and that 
he should be killed only just before cooking him, because he loses flavour and 
juice if allowed to lie dead for some time. No one except the poorest people 
would buy a dead carp at the fish market or at the fishmonger’s. Another rule 
says, “ Don’t eat summer spawning fishes during the months without an R” ; that 
means the moaths of May, June, July, and August, because these fishes are 
spawning during a part of that time, and want the rest for recovering. River 
carp are decidedly better than pond carp, and if in good condition they are 
always exempt from that muddy flavour which adheres sometimes to pond carp. 

In Bohemia and in Morayia there are many large fish farms, each of them 
having from ten to seventy ponds which are classed as spawning ponds, raising 
or stretching ponds, stock ponds, and carp ponds. These four kinds of ponds 
must be wandered through by every fish before he becomes marketable. Carp 
taken from some of these waters are as free of a muddy taste as river carp ; 
whereas in park ponds, stocked with very big fish, where there is little or no 


supply of fresh-running water—where the water looks green, and the fish get a © 


dark greenish hue also—where the water has not been changed for years, and the 
muddy soil was not allowed to be exposed for at least one summer to the influence 
of the atmospheric air every second or third year, as is practised in the before- 
mentioned fish farms—the flesh of 
the carp becomes indeed so insipid, 
and even detestable, that such fishes 
are not eatable, and are not worth 
catching. 

But that is the case also with 
other kinds of fish, when not in 
condition ; with the royal salmon, 
for example. Everybody knows 
that the flesh of this noble fish 
directly after spawning is loath- 
some, insipid, and even unwhole- 
some, and everybody whose palate 
is in a sound state will then find 
that the noble fish is detestable ; but 
simply on account of that fact no 
one thinks of uttering the verdict, 
The salmon is an insipid fish. 

And therefore I am of the 
opinion that, when the before-men- 
tioned illustrious authors speak so 
poorly and detrimental of the carp, 
they were induced to do so, because 
they had no other fish to judge upon 
but such ones which were out of 
season, out of condition, and taken from an old or muddy water. I wonder 
where these honourable gentlemen got acquainted with that flavour of steamed 
paper pulp, or of a stale, musty flock bed out of some old hospital, &c. 

Fish farming—that is, raising fish (especially carp) in ponds—is not so easy 
a matter. Methodically carried on, it requires a certain number of ponds with 
a good supply of fresh-running water of the requisite temperature, a good rich 
soil, flat shores, a large, deep hole, &c. ; but especially it requires a good deal of 
endurance and perseverance, as it requirés from four to five years before the 
fish grow up marketable. 

To persons who are interested in fish farming, I recommend a book which the 
celebrated late Frank Buckland called “an admirably-written book” —viz., 
“ Lehrbiich der Teichwirthschaft,” by Carl Wicklas, with 84 woodcuts, pub- 
lished by Herrke and Lebeling, in Stettin, Germany, price 10 marks ; a book 
deserving to be translated into all modern languages. : 

For stocking rivers with carp, it is advisable not to put the parents into’the 
river directly, as is often done, but to” put them into a spawning pond, and 
then to take out the hatched carp fry when four or five months old, and put 
these into the river, choosing places with loamy, not gravelly, bottom, and 
bordered with reeds and weeds. When you put the fry into the river you are 
sure they are there ; when you put the parents in, you don’t know if they have 
spawned,* because you cannot control them. Having repeated this proceeding 
four or five times in as many years, the river, provided its water and soil is fit 
for carp culture, will be stocked enough, and the anglers can go about to work. 
To angle for carp in a river where they are few and far between is an uncertain 
and tedious work, which is not worth the while, as youare depending only upon 
your good chance ; even ground-baiting is in such a case of no use. Itis 
different ina well-stocked river. By ground-baiting some promising swims you 
are sure to get several of them together, for none of the freshwater fish are so 
easily allured by a proper ground-bait as the carp, and if in case youare an early 
riser you may have good sport and some good fish, too. What I call a good fish 
is one upwards of 5lb., though in rivers where carp have always been bred 5lb. 
is quite an ordinary weight, and only a carp scaling upwards of 101b. can be 
called a good fish. 

Tn large rivers carp grow up to an enormous size. Some years ago I have 
seen in the Hungarian metropolis, in Pesth, one weighing 67lb., and I know 
that in the lower Danube sometimes a great grandfather is caught by the 
fisherman scaling upwards of 801b. In the Theis, Save, Draii, and other rivers 
20 or 30-pounders are no rarieties, and are frequently caught by rod and line. 
* Carp do not spawn if the temperature of the water does notreach 18 to 20 dagrees 

Reaumur, equal to 65 to 68 degrees Fahrenheit, 
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A friend of mine, captain of a Danube steamer, caught one weighing 46lb. with 
a piece of black dumpling on the hook, ground-baiting previously with boiled 
peas. We call the uncleansed corn, or rye flour, “ black flour,” and small pieces 
of dumpling made of such a flour is a much and successfully used bait in this 
country ; even a bit of uncleansed corn flour bread is a very good bait. Besides 
this a sweet paste is much used made of white flour, sugar, or honey, and 
coloured red by means of the red wafers which are used for sealing. I have 
seen good takes made with this bait, as well as with boiled potatoes. 'The latter 
and boiled peas are held in high estimation as a bait, both for carp and chub. 
I have also seen employed, both for ground and hook-baiting, with good success 
a somewhat unclean matter—viz., sheep dung, much used by country people in 
the neighbourhood of sheep keepings. 

A bait much in favour by the members of our angling club, and really a good 
one, is a ripe cherry, the stone taken out, and the cherry put ona small triangle. 
Some weeks later, when the cherries are over, comes in a very deadly bait for 
carp and chub—to wit, the not quite ripe, soft, and white grains of the maize or 
Indian corn. When these grains become ripe and hard they must be boiled 
before using, but are then not so good as the unripe grains. 

According to as you choose the bait, you must ground-bait with cherries or 
maize. Worms, especially brandlings, two or three on the hook are well taken 
by carp, and when lobs are used, newly-dug, not scoured ones, are by our 
carp fishers preferred, they asserting that carp prefer them also. 

I have never found any difficulties in catching big carp in rivrs. I have 
caught them with cherries and maize up to 16lb. weight, and have seen them 
caught with that same bait upwards of 20lb.—of course, not every day, only 
now and then, because there are always more smaller ones than big ones ina 
river. Four, five, and six-pounders I have caught enough of in former times, 
when I was younger and did not care about early rising. 

When the whereabouts and haunts of carp are known to you, you must 
ground-bait, very early in the morning, before sunrise, the places five, six, or seven 
days after each other with what you think proper—as, for example, with boiled 
peas or potatoes, with cherries er maize, &c. ; then when you are about to go to 
work you must rise so early that you can arrive at your swims at least one hour 
before sunrise. Before angling you must ground-bait again, for the fish are 
waiting for the food, just as in ponds, where they were accustomed to be fed 
at a certain hour, and while you are laying out your lines you continue to throw 
into the water your ground-bait. When several fish have been assembled you 
may depend upon it that one or the other will be deceived, and take one of 
your baited hooks for a harmless piece of ground-bait. 

The carp anglers always use four or five rods at the same time, which they 
put upon the ground 10 or 12ft. apart from each other, and when they perceive 
a float bobbing they do not strike directly, but give the fish time to swallow. 
They do not wait a long time fora bite, and after having tried one swim they 
goas fast as possible to the next, and so on, At about six o'clock in the 
moroing in the summer time they finish, pack up their traps, and go home- 
wards, for the time of take is over. Notwithstanding that, in the summer 
months on cloudy days carp take the worm also. during daytime in the slow- 
running deeper parts of the river. The bait always touches the bottom. 
Strong tackle and commonly the float is used ; in somewhat faster-running 
deep parts the ledger. In this country the ledger is not always a perforated 
bullet, but mostly a more or less heavy piece of lead attached to the line. by a 
string some 4 or din. long, and about 20in. distant from the hook. 

It is considered a good plan to attach to the lead, so that it is covered, a small 
bag, made of very thin stuff, filled up with the ground-bait matter. This plan 
is much practised by professional fishermen who are bottom fishing in this way 
during night-time, and very good takes they do make indeed. Many pro- 
fessional fishermen are of the opinion that a bit of a ripe, sweet melon, or in 
default of it a bit of a pumpkin, is the most attractive bait existing for carp, 
and I can confirm by my long experience that a piece of a sweet yellow melon 
is a very deadly bait indeed both for carp and chub. 

Generally speaking, the members of the carp tribe are vegetarians, which like 
farinaceous matters and sweet fruits. 

As said before, one of the chief points in carp angling is to ground-bait the 
chosen swims well five or six times, and even more, but very early in the morning, 
at sunrise, or before if possible, and then to begin with angling also before 
sunrise. 

The carp is a very cautious and distrustful fellow, therefore the angler 
should be also cautious; he should conceal himself as much as possible, and 
make as little noise and movement as possible. 

In well-stocked rivers carp fishing is an exciting sport, inasmuch as when you 
have the good luck to get at least a 10 or 12-pounder on your hook you will be 
astonished by the power he develops in his endeavours to escape. He executes 
all sorts of tricks, and before he surrenders himself at your discretion he 
suddenly dives head foremost to the bottom ; he becomes sulky, and makes two 
or three tremendous never-forboded jerks or shocks, which test your tackle 


hardly, and arise from as many blows he makes with his tailagainst your line, and 
only when the line remains still shows he begins to be tired, and you may try 
ans him ; doing that you think you have a piece of lead on your hook, not 
a fish. 

The mentioned two or three jerks are characteristic of the carp. We call 
them the “ carp blows.” 

Anglers, beware of the carp blows ! 

IT never did like to wet my line inapond. In thelarge fish farm ponds which 
abound with fish, you get the small and middle-sized carp easier on your hook 
than in a fishmonger’s tank. Big ones are never, or at least, very seldom, to be 
found in such ponds. In the smaller ornamental park ponds, where you can see 
sometimes Methuselahs of carp, it isa bad job to fish for them. You see the 
monsters, but mind they see you also ; and they are not only distrustful, but 
they are as well educated as, for example, the crows, to whom you can approach 
pretty near unarmed, but which fly instantly if they perceive at a great 
distance a man armed with agun. But even in such a park pond you can get 
some of the “ big ’uns” by frequently ground-baiting, and then fishing before 
sunrise, or better during night-time, as the poachers used to do in this country. 
But that cannot be called sport, and in case you have caught one you must 
put him back into the water again, because you cannot eat him. 

Therefore I think the best thing you can do as regards the big park pond 
carps is to say what the fox said when he could not get the grapes—‘I don’t 
want them ; they are sour!” Emit WEEGER. 

Brinn, Austria, Dec. 29, 1884. 


[We are sure many of our readers will be much interested in this very useful and 
practical account by such an experienced angler as the President of the Briinn Pisca- 
torial Society. Mr. Weeger is the inventor of the “FisHinc GAZETTE Spinner,” 
the “ FIsHING GAZETTE Live Bait Float for Pike Fishing,” andthe “ Weeger Winch- 
Fitting” brought out last year by Messrs. Hardy Bros. It is a most simple and 
admirable invention.—ED. ] 








KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.RLE.L.,” and other leading 
Anglers, 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


EREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
’ FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and _ other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 
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King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel, 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as it isa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
“something as good, or even better,”’ by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that Gommends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 


genuine article. 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 
Wm. KING, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


Wholesale by ALLCocK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 


‘SAVED MY LIFE,’ 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me. 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s. 8d., 





11s., and 21s. each, 


H. LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 


TERRY’S 
Patent § Doubled-Barbed 
FISH HOOKS. 


MANUFACTURED BY 
HERBERT TERRY and SONS, 
REDDITCH. 

OF ALL FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 





To Let, 
SALMON AND TROUT FISHING, 


SHOOTING over 3,000 acres. Game con- 
sists of Partridges, Pheasants, Black 
Game, Roe Deer, Hares, Rabbits, &c., &c. 
Furnished Lodge, with use of Keeper and 
Dogs. — Apply, H. M., care of Mr. 
Garden, Gunmaker, Aberdeen. 








HOW TO COOK FISH IN SEVERAL HUNDRED DIFFERENT WAYS. 


CASSELL'S DICTIONARY OF COOKERY 


The Largest, Cheapest, and Best’ Cookery Book. 


. Illustrated throughout, 
“ One of the most thorough and comprehensive works of the kind.” —7imes. 


Containing about 9,000 Recipes. 1,280 pages, royal 8yo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 


“The largest and most complete collection of the kind ever produced in this country.”—Christian World. 
CASSELL & COMPANY, LIMITED, AND ALL BOQKSELLERS. 


‘Tar 


New and Enlarged Edition, 1,088 pages, royal 8vo, price 21s. 


FAMILY PHYSICIAN. 


A Manual of Domestic Medicine. By Eminent Physicians and Surgeons of the principal London Hospitals. 
“é¢The Family Physician’ is a book which ought to have a place in every household, and its contents should be pondered by the heads of 


families.,—Court Journal. 


CASSELL and COMPANY, Limited,’ Ludgate Hill, London. 


A CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE, 


Containing particulars of nearly 1,000 volumes, published by CAssELL and CoMPANy, arranged according to price, from 


SIXPENCE TO TWENTY-FIVE GUINEAS, 


WILL BE SENT POST FREE ON APPLICATION TO 


CASSELL AND COMPANY, LIMITED, 


LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 
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In the Press, Nearly Ready. 


Mr. Wm. Senior’s Waterside Sketches 


New and Cheap Edition. Price ls. 


Same size as ‘THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


This is the first volume in Messrs. Low’s New Waterside Series edited by Wm. Senior 


— Red Spinner,” 


Now Ready. 


Recollections of Fly- 


Fishing for Salmon, 


TROUT, and GRAYLING ; With Notes on Their Haunts, Habits and History. 


By EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D., F.LS8., &. 


Illustrated by a Mezzotint 


Engraving by FraANcIs SEYMOUR HADEN, Esq., and other Woodcuts. Small 


post 8vo, printed on handsome paper, cloth extra, 6s. 


The large paper 10s, 6d. 


edition is now worth at least 21s. per copy, and is quite out of print. 


The Book of the Roach. By Greville Fennell. 


New Edition. 


Cloth, price 2s., post free. 


In the Press, a New Revised and Enlarged Edition of 


Float-Fishing and Spinning in the Notting- 


HAM STYLE. By J. W. MARTIN, the “ Trent Otter.” Coloured boards, illus- 


trated, crown 8vo, 2s. 6d., post free, 


[Shortly. 


An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dove Dale. 
Being an Account of My Three Weeks’ Holiday in July and August, 1884. 


Imp. 32mo. Fey. boards, 1s. 


Limp leather-cloth, gilt edges, 1s. 6d. 


*,* Alse a Large-Paper Edition, printed on hand-made paper, parchment binding, price 5s, 
From the Standard, Dec. 24, 1884, 


«¢ An Amateur Angler's Days in Dove Dale,’ by E, M. 


(London : Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, 


and Rivington). Although this little volume may not be specially a Christmas book, it is eminently a 
holiday one, and would be a most appropriate present for anyone, man or boy, fond of piscatorial 
pursuits. It may, indeed, be enjoyed almost as heartily by those wholly ignorant of the gentle art 


as by adepts. 


It is written in an exceptionally bright and genial style, and the author, although 


he professes to be as little skilled in the ways of Nature as of fish, must have been flying in the 
face of his inner promptings all his life, as his writings bespeak an intense love of Nature and a 


keen power of observation. 


A strong vein of quiet humour runs through the volume, mingled with 


thoughts sometimes serious, sometimes playful. Altogether it is one of the most pleasantly written 


little books which we have read for a long time.” 


Dedicated, by permission, to HENRY FAWCETT, Esq., M.P., late Postmaster-General, 
An Angler’s Strange Experiences. 


By COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. Profusely Illustrated. 


Small Quarto, cloth extra. 


Second and Cheaper Edition, price 3s. 6d. 


“Given an Angler who is Artist, Poet, Philosopher, and Humourist combined, and you have Cots- 
wold Isys, M.A. Genial lovers of the rod will find in his experiences a choice recreation.”—Land and 


Water. 


Trout-Fishing in Rapid Streams. 
By H, C. CUTCLIFFE, F.R.C.S, Cloth, price 3s, 6d., post free. 


Notes on Fish and Fishing. 


By J. J. MANLEY, M.A. Illustrated. 


binding, 6s., post free. 


British Angling Flies. 


By MICHAEL THEAKSTON. Illustrated. 


Crown 8yvo, cloth extra, leatherette 


Crown 8vo, 5s., post free. 





Any of the above sent post free on receipt of price in stamps by the Publishers, 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, 


SEARLE, AND RIVINGTON, 


Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS. FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 


EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADI’S TESTIMONIAL, ILLS, 
«© Dec. 24th, 1883, 

ADE’S “T have been troubled with 


ILLS, 
gout for the last forty years, P 
ADE’S and in that time been under pHs. 

nine doctors, and tried many 
ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ PE 
remedies, but I found no relief . 
ADE’S until I got a bottle of HADE’S ILLS. 
PILLS, and since then I have 
ADE’S ailed nothing. 
(Signed) 
“F, W. LONSDALE. 
“ 22, St. John-st., Preston,” 


ILLS. 


ILLS. 
Eons 
pus 
q Ray 
pu 


ILLS. 


ADE’S 


ADE’S 
Do not be persuaded to take 
ADE’S any other Pills for the above 
distressing painful disorders, 
ADE’S as “ Hade’s” have been proved 
by thousands to be the safest 

ADE'S and most effectual remedy. 

Sold by Chemists and Medi- 

| Dre 


cine vendors, in bottles, 1s, 14d. 
GEORGE EADE, 72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON. 





and 2s, 9d. 





ISHURSTINE, for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 

men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies, 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and 1s. each, 


Wholesale by PRicr’s PATENT CANDLE 
Company, Limited, London, 





ANTED IMMEDIATELY, near 
London, a WATER - KEEPER. 
Must have knowledge of Fish Culture 
and furnish highest references, | Cottage 
provided._State age, wages expected, 
last situation, and all particulars to 
SECRETARY, National Fish Culture 
Association, Exhibition Grounds, South 
Kensington, 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 


Three yards, 8d, each, 

“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2b. 
tench, a 2b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 8d, 4d. and 6d. 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d 
each ; Best 8-plait Silk Line, 25 yards, Is., 1s. 8d. 
and ls. 6d. ; prepared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. 
ayard; Good Gut, 12in., Is. a hank, about 100 
strips, 14in., ls. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12in,, 8s. 6d. 5 

14in., 4s. 6d, 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d, per doz, Hel hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal, 
Is. 100. Double Jack Hooks to Gimp, 14d. 
each, ls, 8d. dozen; Treble ditto, 2d. each. Penitel 
Snaps, 23d.; Jardine, 83d. each ; Gut or Gimp 
Spinning Flights, 6d. each; Spoon Baits (Jack’s 
size), 9d.each ; Gut and Gimp Traces, 6d, each, 
FISHING GAZETTE Gut.and Gimp Traces, used 
with or without a lead, 4 swivels, 10d. ; ditto 
Twisted Gut, stout or fine, 1s. each; 8in, Jack 
Float, 6d. 

WINCHES. — Nottingham, 
from 8d. 

HEATON’S PATENT REELS, “ Strike from the 
Winch,” and Heaton’s Patent Screw-joint Ferrule, 
capped up to #in., 1s. 6d. 

Rods made to order or fitted with screw-joint 
ferrules, 

Price List free on application, 

Postage extra on all orders, and all must be 
accompanied by a remittance. 

All goods marked in plain figures, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


FOR SALE. 


A Three-joint 10ift. GREENHEART FLY 
ROD; by a first-rate London maker, with extra top 
and landing handle, in case, complete, never used : 
also an Ebonite Check Winch, and 80 yards of 
Waterproof Line ; the whole for 25s.--Apply to 

M. E. HOSKEN, 
75, Upper Osbaldeston-road, 
Stoke Newington, N, 


from 6d,; Brass 


OVA, FRY, 


AND 


YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 


For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 

Tur Fonrst anp Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 


History. Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forrst anp SrrReam 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. ~ 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; l0s. 6d. for six 
months, 


Published by the Forrest anp Stream PustisHInG 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Seance, and RivincToN, 
Crown Buildings, 88. Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 


eh 
and all other Metal 
with 


: 
BOEHLEN’S 


( 
Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, ‘'BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt, 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH, 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.1LS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&e., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS. 

Post Free, 27 stamps. Hight Tunes. Size 7} by 
24 inch. In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 8s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s, each. J.B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, 8.0. 


2s,—_TWO SHILLINGS—2s, 
THE 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED, 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c, 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 80 stamps, or P:0.0. for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B, PILLINGER 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, §.E. 


ONE SHILLING. 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard. 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMHRICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Electro- 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Each denotes correct 
time, and is warranted for two years, To be pro- 
cured only. from the undersigned All orders 
executed by return of post. J. B, PILLINGER, 
140, Blackfriars-read, London, §.H, 
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HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the : 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 


"THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Anglers Diary. 


Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan ~ 


stations to Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England.” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariffi—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table @’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng- 

land for winter fishing 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY 


ANNUALLY INCUBATES 


MORE OVA OF SALMON, 
TROUT, & CHAR ~ 


Than the whole of the Canadian Government 
Hatcheries combined, — 








Send for Price List to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, 


Devonshire Rivers. 


Lp phe es FLIES (GOOD in 

ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Devon 


and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 4 


Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other. requisite——Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 


ton Fishing Association. 
pre Seas BAN K— 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 

Current Accounts opened according to the usnal 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per ceat. Interest, repayable on demand, 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free’of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities, 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application, 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, | 

March 31st, 1884, 





ESTABLISHED 1851, 





The Birkbeck Building Society's 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions. 





OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY, 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BERKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOOIETY. 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, en applieation, 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 


: 
| 
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_ Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c* 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d. 
d a any part of Hurope, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage, 
8 12s, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr., T. KE. Fitz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Moncy Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, H.C. 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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- NINE MILES OF TROUT AND GRAYLING FISHING 
TO LET. 


AS will be seen from an advertisement in our columns this week, 
‘Mr. James Ogden, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, is 
advertising on behalf of a client who offers a rod on about nine miles 
of splendid trout and grayling fishing waters in Herefordshire. We 
only wish Herefordshire was a little nearer town. Such a chance as 
this rarely occurs in England. 





BIG PIKE. 


A DAY ON LOUGH ERNE. 


I WAS rather surprised at reading in the columns of the FISHING 
GAZETTE of the 17th January the confession of that great master in 
the art of spinning for pike, Mr. H. Cholmondeley-Pennell, that he 
has never caught more than one pike in his life of over 20lb. in 
weight, as I should have supposed that he would have, on many 
occasions, landed heavier fish. 

Ireland is the place for big pike, and I cannot help wishing that its waters 
were more accessible. 

Ihave only visited the “Emerald Isle” on one occasion, and that is now 
rather more than fifteen years ago, but the day I had on Lough Erne at Castle 
Caldwell is still very fresh in my memory. My wife and I were staying, in 
September, 1869, at Bundoran, which is (or, at all events, was then) a very 
primitive and pleasant sea-bathing village about four miles from Ballyshannon, 
and where, as the guide-books inform us, “ those in search of a strong sea-breeze 
and a dip in the genuine Atlantic may spend a few days pleasantly enough.” 

Through the introduction of a friend, I had obtained permission from a 
kindly-hearted landed proprietor to fish certain preserved waters of Lough 
Erne, so one morning early my wife and I found ourselves outside a jaunting 
car en route for Castle Caldwell, where we arrived in good time after a very 
pleasant drive, and where, according to arrangement, we found a boat and two 
men to manage it waiting for us. 

Age soon put our rods together and embarked and set to work in search of 
pike. : 

My wife had an “otter” bait, while I tried a large spoon. Our boat was big 
and heayy—more so, we thought at first, than necessary; but we were soon 
glad that it was, for as we got out into the Lough we found a regular sea on, 
and at times it was as much as our two men could do, though pulling well together, 
to get their craft along. 

Jt was a glorious day, fairly bright but with an invigorating breeeze, and we 
went pitching over the rough waters into and about the bays and between the 
islands, working our baits in all the likely places, and it was not very long before 
I was in a good fish which, after a rattling contest, was persuaded to come to the 
side of the boat. We were unprovided with a gaff, and our landing net was 
too small and weak to be of any use, so one of our men leant over the side of 
the boat, and, putting a thumb and finger in the fish’s eyes, brought him safely 

in; and aright grand fellow he proved to be, weighing, when on the scales at 

Hamilton’s Hotel at Bundoran that evening, 17|b. 

My wife grew rather disconsolate at not having secured a fish, or even hada 
run, and said it was no use her fishing any more, and that she should sit in the 
stern and read the “ Pickwick Papers,” which she had brought with her ; and 
accordingly she opened her book and began to read, keeping her rod, however, in 
her hands across her knees and at right-angles with the boat, with the bait 
spinning along behind. Before long her rod was nearly jerked from her hold ; 
her book fell to the bottom of the boat, and she was on her feet in an instant, 
playing a fish which, after an exciting time, she brought to the side, and which 
was landed in the same manner as the one I had caught had been. After this 
we fished on, with the result that by the time we found it necessary to get ready 
for our return drive to Bundoran, we had secured five good fish, two of which, 
weighing respectively 15lb. and 12lb., my wife had caught, and the remain- 
ing three, which weighed severally 23lb., 211b., and 171b., had fallen to my 

ot. 

All the fish were handsome, well-shaped fellows, and in splendid condition. 
They were all weighed at our hotel at Bundoran on our return the same even- 
ing, and scaled the weights I have mentioned and some odd ounces. 

This was the best day’s pike-fishing I have ever had so far as regards the 
weight of individual fish. 

My witfe’s fish were both taken with an old-fashioned spinning otter, and mine 
with a spoon. 

I kept and dried the heads of the two largest pike, intending to have them 





setup on my return home; but unfortunately on our journey from Bundoran to 
Dublin a few days afterwards my basket, which contained my tackle and also 
the heads, was, through the carelessness of some of the railway company’s 
officials, put out at a wrong station. After some correspondence with the 
company the basket was restored to me with all its contents except the heads, 
and although I wrote the company about them, I was never able to find out 
what had become of them. Probably some zealous official found that they 
did not smell very sweetly, and so, thinking they were of no value, threw them 
away. 

A friend of mine who fished the same waters a year or two before was more 
fortunate, and managed to bring safely home the head of a large pike which 
pe pad secured, and which weighed somewhat more than the largest of my 

sh. 

I often wish the Fates would so arrange as to give me another day on Lough 
Erne, G. L. 





THK POLLUTION OF RIVERS. 


ON January 12, Mr. Justice Chitty gave judgment in a case of Taylor v. Friern 
Barnet Local Board. The defendants are the successors of the Barnet Union 
which formerly had the sanitation of the union under its care. In carrying out 
this objeet the defendants have a sewage farm, from which the water is run off 
into a natural stream called Pimm’s Brook, which, so polluted, pours water into 
a fountain of the plaintiff. The defendants have in course of construction 
extensive sewage works, which, when completed, will avoid all chance of pol- 
luting the natural stream ; but these works will not be completed for five years. 
Mr. Taylor, seeking an injunction to restrain present pollution, was met by the 
defence that he should wait till the new works are completed. Mr. Justice 
Chitty, however, held that they had no right to foul the stream, and he granted 
an injunction, but suspended its operations for two months to enable the 
defendants to remedy the defect complained of by the plaintiff. 

Mr. Justice Denman gave judgment on January 12 in the cases of Selous and 
Syer v. the Wimbledon Local Board and the Same v. the Oroydon Rural 
Sanitary Authority, which were argued before him for fourteen days. The 
plaintiff, Mr. Selous, was the owner of a house and land upon the river Wandle, 
which were let upon lease to the other plaintiff, Mr. Syer. The actions were 
commenced for damages for alleged trespass and nuisance in connection with 
the carrying out of sewage works, it being said that the defendants had polluted 
the stream, had deposited foul matter upon the Willow Mead, and had inclosed 
a portion of what was known as the Western Pool. His lordship said he had 
heard a great deal of evidence upon the matter, and he had visited the place in 
question, and the conclusion which he had come to was this :—He enjoined the 
defendants so to carry on their business that it should not be a nuisance to the 
plaintiffs. With regard to the inclosing of a portion of the pool, he awarded 
£50 damages against the Wimbledon Board, to be reduced to nothing upon the 
pool being restored to its original state within two months. Forspreading foul 
sewage matter upon the land he awarded Mr. Syer £200 damages, and Mr. 
Selous, who only wished to establish his right to damages against the same 
defendants, 10s. He gave similar damages against the Croydon Sanitary Board 
for polluting the stream with water from their sewage farm ; and he granted an 
injunction to restrain them from doing so in future. He, however, suspended 
this injunction for three months to enable the Board to make improved arrange- 
ments. The defendants also would have to pay the costs. 


NOTICES OF FISHING TACKLE, &c. 


THe GREEN-TAILED GOLDEN Sprinner.—Mr. G. Currell, of 6, Jewry-street, 
Winchester, sends us some samples of this fly. We have never used it, but are 
informed it kills both trout and grayling on the Itchen, and can well believe it, 
for it looks a “likely fly.” 


BuuiMer’s TREBLE Box For Houpine Casts, Traces, Hooks, Fiiss, &c. 
—Mr. Bullmer, of 62, Wandsworth-road, whose gossamer gut casting lines we 
have used for years with the greatest satisfaction, sends us a round tin box 
about the size of a muffin—it is really three boxes in one, and is a most useful 
affair and very cheap, although well made. We can recommend it to fly-fishers 
to keep files, especially flies on eyed-hooks, and casts in ; to pike fishermen for 
traces, leads, single hooks on gimp ; to bottom fishers for gut lines, hooks on 
gut, &c. The lid of each compartment fits so closely that gut is protected from 
damp, and flies from moths, ina far more effective way than is possible in a 
book. Mr. Bullmer also sends some excellent taper-twisted stained gut traces 
with four swivels and lead on a short length of gimp—just the things for pike- 
fishing or spinning for trout. Mr. Bullmer’s place is close to Vauxhall station, 
and anglers will find it well worth their while to call and examine his tapered 
fly casts and spinning traces. The best compliment we ever heard paid to Mr. 
B.’s ‘ gossamer” extra fine casts was by an angler with whom we were fishing, 
who complained that they were too fine! They want delicate handling certainly, 
and you must expect a smash now and then; but we have found that by using 
them and fishing dead up stream with a single fly we can get fish when ordinary 
fine gut is useless. We have often found it pay on a very bright day to use a 
big fly—March brown, alder, Wickham, stone-fly, or other big fellow—dressed 
on an eyed-hook and attached to one of these fine-drawn casts. When the fish 
are feeding on the duns in the middle of the day, and yet will not look at your 
best imitation, they will often take a big fly—it seems to put them off their 
guard—that is, if it is on very fine gut. It is, of course, a mere waste of time 
to use this very fine gut if the fish are not over shy and “well on.” But in our 
South of England streams this is not often the case. If properly handled these 
lines will kill trout up to 3lb. Of course, they soon wear out; but as they only 
cost 8d. each this is not a serious matter. 











A WHALE IN THE SEVERN. 


HaRxy on Friday morning the carcase of a huge whale was discovered on the 
banks of the river Severn, near the mouth of Littleton Pill, and at the evening 
tide it was hauled into the Pill. The monster, which measures from the tip of 
its nose to the fork of its tail 70ft., and is estimated to weigh over 40 tons, 
was visited by several hundred persons. It is supposed to be a rorqual, and the 
largest that has been stranded on our shores within living memory, 





To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received, 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 
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MR. THOMAS RANSOM SACHS. 


Mr. THOMAS RANSOM SACHS, whose portrait we have much pleasure 
in giving with these notes, is one of the best known and most 
respected of our London anglers. Mr. Sachs was born on the 18th 
of November, 1813. His father was Christian Phillip Sachs, of 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine (a descendant of Hans Sachs, the Nurgm- 
berger poet), who settled in London and married Eleanor Ransom, 
of Wells, in Norfolk. He was gold snuff-box maker to George the 
Fourth and William the Fourth, and supplied all the Hanoverian 
Guelphic Orders during the reigns of those monarchs. 

Mr. Sachs commenced angling, nearly sixty years ago, in the 
Regent’s Canal, the Hampstead ponds, and great nursery of London 
anglers—the New River at Islington. At the age of thirteen he sailed 
in a German brig to Stettin on the Oder, North Prussia, to visit a 
friend of his father and learn the German language, as well as the art 
of a gold and silversmith and diamond jeweller. It was a protracted 
voyage of eighteen days, during which he caught many gurnet and 
mackerel. During his stay in Stettin he fished whenever he had 
the chance, catching, in addition to the fish common in our English 
rivers, monster wels (Silwrus glanis) and pike-perch. 

On his return to London he fished the Docks, which at that time 
afforded splendid fishing, the Serpentine, and Virginia Water ; every 
station on the Lea, from Broxbourne to the Thames; the Thames, 
from Goring to Richmond; also the Colne, Mole, Wey, Kennet, 
Medway, Darenth, Test, Itchen, Avon, &e. 

Mr. Sachs’ success as a pike angler is well known, many gentlemen 
giving him permission to fish their rivers and lakes, being aware that 
he is a thoroughly fair sportsman, re- 
turning to the water all undersized 
fish, and not—as some injudicious 
anglers do—publishing the whereabouts 
of his takes in private waters, and thus 
causing the owners to be inundated 
with applications for permission to fish 
—an annoyance which often causes the 
water to be closed entirely. 

Mr. Sachs has fished some of the French 
rivers and Swiss lakes; the river Elbe, in 
Saxony, for pike-perch ; the river Danube, in 
Austria, for Salmohucho ; the Rhine, at Schaft- 
hausen Falls, where he killed a salmon of 
1621b. ; the Platten Lake, in Hungary, several 
lakes in Pomerania, and at Kénigsberg ; also 
the Wye, in Wales (where he caught his first 
salmon), some of the Scotch and Irish rivers 
and lakes with much success among salmon 
and lake trout, and at several places on our 
coasts with rod and line forseafish. Twenty 
cases of fish of his from all parts of Europe 
are to be seen in the Buckland Museum, South 
Kensington. He attended the Vienna, Berlin, 
and Paris Exhibitions, and exhibited at the 
Paris, Westminster Royal Aquarium, Norwich, 
Edinburgh, and London Fisheries Exhibitions. 
He was a member of the Committee of the 
1882 Exhibition, and also a juror, and possesses 
gold, silver, and bronze medals with diplomas 
for his services. 

One of the oldest members of the Piscatorial 
Society, Mr. Sachs has twice been Honorary 
Secretary of that flourishing club. On re- 
tiring, through illness, on the first occasion, he ai 
was presented by the members with a silver 
vase, value twenty pounds ; and on his final 
retirement, after a second period of office, he 
received a silver salver, tea and coffee service, 
and diamond studs, value one hundred and fifty pounds. Mr. Sachs is justly 
proud of such substantial testimonials as these, which, with seven silver cups 
won in angling competitions, make a very brave show in the dining-room at 22, 
Hyde Park-place. 

In addition to being one of the oldest members of the Committee of the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, in which he has always taken great interest, 
Mr. Sachs was on the Committee of the Fish Culture Society, established by 
the Jate Messrs. Frank Buckland and Stephen Ponder, and in 1873, in conjunction 
with Mr. W. H. Brougham, got up a testimonial in aeknowledgment of the eight 
years’ services of those pioneers of fish culture in this country, and succeeded in 
collecting funds sufficient to present those gentlemen with diamond rings yaino 
one hundred guineas each, with a watch-chain in addition to Mr. Buckland. 
Mr. 8. was an intimate friend of Frank Buckland, assisted him in his German 
correspondence, looked after his exhibits at Berlin and Paris, and placed in the 
Thames thousands of the salmon and trout hatched in Mr. Ponder’s fish-breeding 
place at Hampton. 

Mr. Sachs is an honorary member of the “ Friendly Anglers” and the Gresham 
Angling Society ; he is an old contributor to the Field, Land and Water, and 
the Fisminc GAZETTE. As one of the oldest members of the German Benevo- 
lent Society, whose proceedings are conducted in the German language only, he 
was complimented by being elected President for one year, Count Miinster being 
now the permanent President. The Salisbury Masonic Lodge had his services 
as Honorary Secretary for twelve years, when a “loving cup,” value twenty 
enn was presented to him by the Brethren of the Lodge on hisrelinquishing 
the office. 

Two of his daughters, Misses Alice and Florence, have twice gained valuable 
prizes from the Piscatorial Society for the best shows of trout. 

In the Fisuinea Gazerte of February 16, 1884, will be found an account of 
1601b. weight of pike taken in one day by Mr. T. R. Sachs and Mr. R. B. 
Marston, all fish under 5lb. and some over being returned to the water.* We 


THOMAS 





*From “F. G.,” Feb. 16th, 1884.—* The fish we kept (twenty-four) weighed 1601b. 
next day. We put back 40 fish, several being of 5lb. and over (we had a pocket- 
balance in the punt and weighed them) were returned to the water, so that at the 
lowest estimate we caught 64 pike in seven hours, weighing at least 3001b.—R. B. M.” 
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are sure all our readers will join with us in wishing Mr. Sachs that many more 
such successful days may be added to his nearly sixty years’ experiences as a 
angler. 





CARP IN ENGLAND. 


IT is curious that although Walton must have been well acquainted 
with the work of Dame Juliana Berners, or, at any rate, with works 
compiled from her “ Treatyse of Fysshinge with an Ang}e,” he 
erroneously states that carp were first introduced into England by 
“one Mr. Mascal,” in 1514. “The Boke of St. Albans” was 
published in 1486, and in it the authoress states, “The carp is a 
deyntous fysshe; but there ben but fewe in Englonde, and, 
therefore, I wryte the lesse of hym.” 

The word “ carp” is not used by any Anglo-Saxon writers, and if 
the fish is not indigenous in this country, it seems pretty clear to us 
that it was introduced by emigrants—probably monks, perhaps 
merchants—from France or Holland soon after the Norman Invasion. 
Our word carp, according to Mr, Skeat, comes either from the French 
carpe or Dutch karper. 

The Rey. J. J. Manley, M.A., in a letter we published last week 
expresses the opinion that carp first found their way into the Thames 
through an escape of water from Virginia Water. We cannot help 
thinking it is more likely that the fish got in from the fish stews 
belonging to the ancient abbey of Chertsey, which were directly 
connected with the Thames by the Abbey river. Sir J. More 
mentions Thames carp in 1703 as being “ much applauded by curious © 
palates.” Brookes, in his “Art of Angling,” published in 1740, | 

cays, “* The largest carp I ever saw was 
caught in the Thames near Hampton 
Court, and weighed thirteen pounds.” 
The incident referred to by Mr. Manley 
is mentioned by W. Wright in’ his 
“Fishes and Fishing,” published in 
1858. After giving a description of 
Virginia Water and the streams which 
feed it, he says rather indefinitely, 
““ Many years ago the cascade gave way, 
and considerable damage was done in 
the neighbourhood. An immense 
quantity of fish ‘escaped into the over-: 
flow streams leading to the Thames.’ ” 
Virginia Water is an artificial lake ; it _ 
was made by William, Duke of Cum- 
berland, the victor of Culloden, and 
uncle of George III. Having been 
appointed Ranger of Windsor Great 
Park in 1746, he took up his residence 
in the house now known as Cumberland 
Lodge. In order to provide the 
labourers of the neighbourhood with 
work, he drained a considerable extent 
of land and laid out Virginia Water, 
named after the then—recently dis- 
covered wilderness called Virginia, in 
America. The dam and cascade were — 
formed in 1768, when the dam gave 
way, and extensive damage was done 
As we have already pointed out, there 
are records of carp being taken in the — 
Thames half a century before Virginia 
Water was made. From this Mr 
Manley will see that, although carp 
doubtless got into the Thames through the bursting of the dam, it is 
certain they did not “first” get in then. There is a description of | 
this lovely lake and its wooded surroundings in Pope’s fine poem, — 
“ Windsor Forest.” 


SACHS. 





LOCH LEVEN TROUT. 


WE are glad to hear that Mr. T. Andrews, of Westgate House, 
Guildford, has got a fine stock of Loch Leven trout of his own 
rearing. Mr. James Ogden, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, 
recently got one thousand yearlings from Mr. Andrews without the — 
loss of @ single fish, and a further consignment of two-year-old 
fish is to follow. 

The Loch Leven trout is a pure Salmo fario, and to our certain — 
knowledge does admirably when introduced into our South of 
England streams. We cannot too strongly recommend our readers 
to put Salmo fario into their streams, and have nothing to do with — 
the utterly useless S. fontinalis. 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY’S BALL. 


THIS ball, as previously announced, will take place at Willis’s Rooms, 
King-street, St. James’s, on Wednesday, the 28th inst. As it is the 
Piscatorial Society’s first ball, it is hoped all members of the society 
will be present. Mr. Fennings (the original proposer) will be 
premier M.C. It was announced in the club-room on Monday night 
that dancing will commence punctually at 9 o’clock. Early attend- 
ance is, therefore, requested, and it is thereby hoped to get through 
the programme at a reasonable hour. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


MR. KELSON’S DESCRIPTIONS OF MAJOR TRAHERNE’S FLIES. 

Srr,—As Mr. Kelson has completed the publication of descriptions of my patterns 
of salmon flies in the FisHina GAZETTE, I take an early opportunity of expressing 
my entire satisfaction at the way in which he has performed this task. 

To describe a salmon fly, so as to be intelligible, is no easy matter ; but Mr. Kelson 
isa thorough master of the art, and I consider myself most fortunate in having 
secured his services. I have only one fault to find, and that is that he has mentioned 
my work in far too flattering terms. I hope, when he has time to spare, he will 
publish descriptions of some of his own patterns—I feel certain the angling public 
would feel much gratified if he would do so.—I am, &c., JOHN P, TRAHERNE. 

Junior United Service Club, London, Jan. 19. 


| We have much pleasure in endorsing Major Traherne’s remarks respecting the 
admirable manner in which Mr, Kelson described the flies.—Ep. ] 


FLY v. WORM FOR SALMON. 


S1r,—I do not think I have misunderstood Mr. Kelson. In his article No. 7, Dec. 
20th, he says, “‘ But when the water is too low that fly-fishing is a farce and the 
precious spawn a certainty, why should we remain idle day after day ?—why?” 

There is nothing about fishing with the prawn or the worm only in places which 
cannot be reached by the fly ; and evenif this was so, I cannot but think that a 
general license to fish with the worm in rivers where the fly is well taken would 
lead to all kind of abuses, to the great detriment of the fly-fisher. I have just read 
Mr. Kelson’s article, No. 8, in the GAZETTE of Jan. 17th, where he makes the remark 
that salmon are apt in the spring to select spots where fly-fishing is impracticable. 
Would he confine his worm or prawn fishing to these spots? And who is to be 
the judge as to the impracticability ? Not in his own case, for although I have not 
the pleasure of his acquaintance, I know he is too good a sportsman to act in any 
way unfairly ; but there are others who would not scruple to take any advantage if 
the present rules were relaxed or done away with.—I am, &c. SILVER DocTor. 


HINTS FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SALMON SEASON, 


Sre,—As doubtless hundreds of salmon fishermen are now on the qui vive, and 
looking over their tackle preparatory to the opening day of the season so near at 
hand, perhaps a few words of caution to the inexperienced may not be out of place. 

One does not like parting with old lines and flies that have done good service in 
bygone days. Perhaps you have amongst them a casting line that has stood the 
strongest strain that you could bring to bear on it when it was a case of kill or cure, 
but, owing to its excellent quality, has saved you perhaps the biggest fish you ever 
hooked ; or a favourite fly, that has killed at least adozen big salmon, with which 
you could raise fish when all other colours had failed. One doesnot like to part with 
such old friends ; but, to avoid certain disappointment, you must harden your heart 
and put them aside for the spring months, if not altogether. 

Flies, however well and securely tied, will get worn at the head, where the loop is 
fastened, by constant use, and are not to be trusted ; the tinsel will also get tarnished, 
and the feathers (particularly the dyed ones) of which it is composed will assume a 
dowdy, washed-out appearance. I should have no confidence in fishing with such 
rubbish in the spring months ; a spring fly should look bright and fresh, and its 
tinsel should be untarnished. 

Casting lines, howeyer strong when made up, get worn and weak after long use, 
and when making my preparations for the coming season, I discard the whole lot of 
my old lines, unless there is one that has only been a short time in use, and which I can 
safely trust. It is generally considered that old casting lines that will standa strong 
pull are sound and fit for duty, and one of them will probably be used on the opening 
day ; but the angler who has come to sucha conclusion will, sooner or later, find out 
his mistake, and if he uses one of these old lines, he will run a great risk of being 
broken by the first fish he hooks. Is it, then, worth while, for the sake of what a 
casting line costs, to run the risk of losing a fine spring fish? As money value, a 
spring ‘salmon will average £1 during the months of Feb. and March, for which sum 
a hank of gut, of fair average quality,can be bought ; out ofthis a strong, serviceable 
casting line can’be made, ata cost of about ls. 4d., and, supposing this was used instead 
of an old one, the angler would, in all probability, save the fish that the latter, owing 
to being worn and rotten, could not hold, and the fish, if sold, would not only recoup 
him for the price of the new casting line, but would keep him supplied with salmon 
gut for the whole season. But fai worse, in my opinion, than losing the money 
value of a lost fish is the vexation and annoyance of being broken, when you 
know you have only yourself to blame for it—butit is thus we are taught our lessons, 
and become wiser by such bitter experiences. 

Let me advise those who go through the form of testing their casting lines by 
giving them only a pull, to closely examine the gut at every knot as well. It will 
often be found, even though they should stand the pull, that the gut gets worn at 
the knot, and that a slight jerk would break the line at that point, which must 
necessarily be the weakest, even in the case of a casting line that has never been used. 

Not long ago, I fondly imagined that I had invented a plan of uniting the links 
of a casting line without knots, and was on niy way to the FISHING GAZETTE office 
to unfold my secret.’ My friend, Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, happened to accompany 
me ona different business, and, on my letting him know what mine was, turned 
round and said: “My dear fellow, I am very sorry for you, but I brought 
that out years agoin the Modern Angler,” and as we were passing Farlow’s shop at 
the time, he took me in, and soon convinced me that he was right, and that his 
principle and mine are the same, although differently carried out. Therefore, 
although I can lay no claim to be the original inventor of the knotless casting line, 
I can honestly say I had never seen or heard of it before. It is impossible to invent 
a better method of fastening gut together, which makes the fastening the strongest 
instead of the weakest part of the casting line, and it is surprising to me that this 
method has not been generally adopted. It is difficult to break oneself of old habits 

and old prejudices, and it will perhaps be long before the old-fashioned method of 
_ fastening gut together by knots will be discarded. 

When fishing in the summer months, with light fine tackle and light rods, which 
ean only put a strain on the line of about 141b, at the outside, it will make little 
_ difference : but when fishing in heavy water for big salmon, a single-gut line that 
- will pull 1331b. without breaking—as one that I have lately made, and which I have 
sent for your inspection, made on the knotless system,will—is not to be sneered at ; and 
for the benefit of my brother sportsmen who may not be in the secret I shall have 
grept pleasure in describing the knotless line in another letter.—I am, Ke., 

Junior United Service Club, Jan. 20. JOHN P. TRAHERNE. 


Major Traherne sent us some casts fastened together in the manner he refers to, 
_and kindly promises to describe in the GAZETTE. We subjected them to a pretty 
severe test, and found that although only of single gut, they will support when dry 
a dead weight of over 13lb., and after being soaked in water the same cast supported 
an iron weight of 141b., and in each case the gut broke—no fastening gave way. 
Comment is needless,—Ep. | 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


Sir,—I anticipate that every reader of your paper, who has come per- 
_sonally in contact with Mr. Thomas Spreckley, was more than pleased with the life- 
_ like and speaking likeness presented to them with your issue of the 20th December. 
| You also fayoured us, on that date, with numerous interesting facts in connection 
| with his labours in furtherance of the sport which your journal and ourselves are 
_ especially interested in. I have no doubt, Sir, that large numbers of your readers 
concurred in your suggestion that the completion of seyen years as President and 







; 


Treasurer of the Thames Angling Preservation Society would be a most fitting 
opportunity for the anglers of London to give expression, in some way, to the high 
esteem and admiration in which he is universally held. I am pleased, now, that 
there has been a slight pause before taking the subject in hand, as it has resulted in 
its being proposed by a truly representive man of that large class more particularly 
benefited by the preservation of our home waters. Mr. Murphy, in introducing 
this subject to the Anglers’ Association, said :—‘‘ Having learnt, Sir, through the 
FISHING GAZETTE, that Mr. Thomas Spreckley will have completed his seventh 
year in March next as President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, I 
think there is now a splendid opportunity for us to show that gentleman how 
highly we value his efforts on our behalf. If there bean anglerin this room, or in 
London, that needs a word added to what is publicly known of Mr. T. Spreckley, 
I would tell him that, in addition to his being President of the T.A.P.S., he is Presi- 
dent of our Angler’s Benevolent, and in that capacity he frequently attends the 
meetings of that body. I am a member of the committee, and I am sometimes 
pained, as you would be pained, by the distressing cases brought before us. We do 
our best, but our means are limited, and we often wish we could spare the distressed 
ones double the amount we give. Now I have seen, on more than one, two, or three 
occasions, something quietly slipped into the poor fellow’s hand,which brought a beam 
of pleasure and gratitude into his eye for the gentleman whom I now ask you to deter- 
mine to do honour to.” JI need only add to this, Sir, that it was unanimously decided 
by the sixty-one angling societies representatives then present that I should be 
asked to undertake the task—a pleasing task to me—of inviting the co-operation of 
the other angling societies. Of your approbation and assistance, Sir, I feel assured, 
and I will therefore ask you to publish, a little later on, a full list of the societies 
which are desirous of assisting in giving expression to the sentiments of the London 
anglers towards the President of the T.A.P.S.—I am, &c., PHILIP GEEN, 
President of the Anglers’ Asssociation. 

Davenham Lodge, Mount Ararat, Richmond. 

[ We need hardly say we shall be delighted to do all we can to assist Mr. Geen, 
and we feel all anglers will be much obliged to Mr. Murphy for bringing the 
matter forward.—ED. | 


ON THE SEX OF PERCH. 


S1r,—Having read, with much delight, your correspondent, John Brunton, M.D.’s, 
notes on the above in your last issue of the FISHING GAZETTE, will you kindly allow 
me to state that, during the last two seasons, I have succeeded in hatching out some 
millions of perch ova, upon which I have fed my trout fry—the number of the latter 
exceeding ninety thousand the two seasons combined, ‘The parent perch were all 
taken from the river Lodden, and varied in weight from half a pound to three 
pounds each. A considerable number have been taken each year, and, strange to say, 
three-parts each year have been females ; in fact, last season I lost half a million of 
ova for want of a male fish, which we tried our utmost to secure. Nowif the perch 
is bisexual, this loss would not have occurred, and in all my experience—over forty 
years —I have never seen a bisexual or hermaphrodite perch (of codfish I have seen 
several), and I have never been able to hatch any perch ova unless it was properly 
milted, as with trout. I have been netting for perch to-day, and have taken several, 
both male and female. The males, in nine cases out of ten, are the lesser fish—at 
least, so I have found them here. Your correspondent, John Brunton, M.D., I am 
perfectly sure, is quite correct in thinking “the evidence is pretty conclusive that 
the perch is dicecious, or of distinct sex.” This leads me to another paragraph, 
wherein your able correspondent states: It has been lately stated that there 
exists no markings or means of distinguishing a male perch from a female ; also 
it will require many observations to determine external differences or points of dis- 
tinction between male and female perch. That I cannot quite understand ; to look for 
any particular markings would certainly be out of the question. Vide the -rout, how 
often have I been deceived by the markings of two exactly marked fish—viz., that is 
as nearly as they could be found? The vent of the fish is the principal portion to 
judge from. Just before, or, say, some weeks before, spawning the male perch can be 
as easily told from the female as a male trout from the female trout ; those I have 
taken to-day are just beginning to show the difference of thesexes. Itmay so happen 
that you may be taking perch the whole day from a swim, and upon looking them 
over it would be impossible to tell the difference, simply because they are all one 
sex, say females, for I do not believe you will catch many male fish in any single 
swim ; and, again, when caught, being under-sized fish, they arereturned to the river 
again ; but when the spawning season arrives, these under-sized, but male fish, will 
be much required. At any rate, the vent of the male perch isalways much smaller 
without any inclination of distension like the female, which, as the spawning ‘time 
arrives, is particularly discernible. At any rate, the idea of a perch being self-con- 
cipient, I must “ frankly” say it is of fish fishy.—I am, &c., 

FRANK GOSDEN, 
Fish Culturist to His Grace the Duke of Wellington. 





AN INCIDENT IN SALMON-FISHING. 


Str.—Mr. Winton’s stirring account of his battle with a big salmon on roach 
tackle recalls to my mind a very exciting time I had in the same pool, on the 
Ringwood Avon, last spring. ; ‘ F 

As Mr. Winton knows, if you are on Mr. T. Turner’s side of the river, there is 
just one point of land from which, if you hook a fish, and are without punt or help, 
you cannot move an inch should the fish take it into his head to run down stream. 
From that point, on the 27th of last May, being all alone, it was my fortune to hook 
alarge salmon, He ran out nearly my 100 yards. I could not follow him or move 
an inch, and if he had chosen to run on he must have smashed me up. He went 
round the poolI should say six times, throwing himself out of the water as many 
times, and every now and then making that frantic and dangerous rush down 
stream ; add to this, the sun was shining enough to scorch one up. The time was 
three o’clock p.m., and not a bit of shelter anywhere. After about 25 minutes of 
this sort of hard work, I succeeded in reeling him up to, at last, just under my feet, 
with only the length of the rod and line from it to his mouth. Then was the 
moment of supreme suspense. With one hand holding the rod, with the other 
unslinging my gaff, and then with left hand tight hold of the end, I managed to 
gaff the salmon with my right, and run back somehow with fish and rod into the 
meadow out of harm’s way. The fish pulled down the steelyard well to 271b. 

This isa bit of sport which, like Mr. Winton’s, will last as long as life, and he may 
imagine how the fish and I looked at each other when this was well over; and though 
he could not comprehend it, yet I felt bound to say, 

“When Greek meets Greek, 
Then comes the tug of war.” 
—I am, &c., Marcus H. Lewis. 

P.S.—I should say that I have only just heard from Hurdle that the. pool of Mr, 
Winton’s exploit was the same as mine. 





FLY PLIERS. 


S1r,—Seeing in your last week’s issue a letter signed “ W. H. T.,” describing a 
kind of pliers used by him for the last 30 years for tying flies, I beg to inform you 
they were first made by my father over 40 years ago, at the suggestion of the late 
Dr. Harris (afterwards Sir W. S. Harris), and G. W. Soltau, Esq.. both celebrated 
Devonshire trout anglers. The latter was the author of a charming little work 
entitled, “ Trout Flies of Devon and Cornwall, and When and How to Use Them.” 
My brother still carries on the business, and, perhaps, keeps them in stock. His 
address is Mr. A, Dyer, Cutler, &c., 99, Old Town-street, Plymouth, Devon.—Iam, &e., 

JAMES S. DYER, / 
Vice-president Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society. 
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FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER. 


Srr,-—Some year or two ago, a list of fishing places near Manchester was published 
in the Fisnina GAzeTTE. In this list was included “ Nicholl’s pools, near 
Altrincham. Supscription, 10s. per annum.” May I ask, through the medium of 
your correspondence column, for further information as to this place? I have asked 
© number of residents in Altrincham and Bowdon, but cannot ascertain the where- 
abouts of this water. Perhaps the gentleman who furnished this list, or someone 
else, will answer this query —I am, &c., COTTONOPOLIS, 





LOCH LEVEN TROUT OVA FOR AMERICA, 


Srr,—I beg to annex copy of a letter received this morning from Mr, Spencer F, 
Baird, United States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries.—I am, &c., 
Howietoun Fishery, Stirling, January 20. James R. Guy, Secretary. 


“ United States Fish Commission, Washington, D.C., Jan. 8th, 1885. 

“ Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in acknowledging the arrival, in excellent 
condition, of the trout eggs sent by you per Fwrnessia, Some of these were trans- 
ferred to Mr. Mather’s station, at Cold Spring Harbour, N.Y., and the remainder to 
the White Fish station of the Commission, in charge of Mr. Frank N, Clark, at 
Northville, Michigan. 

“Both gentlemen greatly admire the method in which the eggs were packed, and 
the perfect condition in which they came to hand. . 

“J will keep you further advised in the matter. Thanking you for this courtesy, 
—“T remain, yours truly, “ (Signed) SPENCER F, BArrD, Commissioner.” 


[In connection with this important shipment, we notice the following in Forest 
and Stream :— 
“LOCH LEVEN TROUT EGGS IN AMERICA. 


“The steamer Furnessia, of the Anchor line, arrived on Jan. 1, with six cases 
containing 100,000 eggs of the famous Loch Leven trout for Prof. 8. F. Baird, Com- 
missioner of Fisheries for the United States. The eggs were taken to the Cold 
Spring Harbour hatchery, on Long Island, and were there re-packed, 10,000 being 
shipped to the Bisby Club, in the Adirondacks, of which Gen. R. U. Sherman, of the 
N. Y. F. C., is president, and the remainder to the U. 8S. hatchery at Northville, 
Mich., care of Mr. F, N. Clark. The packages were made with great care, and the 
moss packing was fitted by machinery, and arranged with a tray for ice on top. The 
eggs arrived in excellent condition, few dead or indented. 

“The Loch Leven trout are famous throughout Scotland and England, and are 
described by Dr. Giinther, Catalogue of Fishes in the British Museum, as Salmo 
levenensis, and their dental formation is figured to show the differences between them 
and and the European brook trout CS. fariv). Weare not familiar enough with the 
fish to express an opinion on this matter, and have never heard that there had been 
any doubts cast on the validity of S. Jevenensis as a species. Therefore, we read the 
following from the London FISHING GAZETTE with surprise :— 


“¢The Loch Leven trout is a pure Salmo fairo, and one of the very best strains 
that can be obtained for stocking purposes. We have had ample proof that it has 
done well when transplanted to our slow South of England trout streams, though, 
of course, it loses somewhat of the superb flavour of the fish which are bred in Loch 
Leven.’ 

“Tf this is the case, then the fish will be a valuable addition to our streams, as 

well as lakes, for we believe that the fwrio is not second to any trout, either for sport 
or table.” 
Dr. Giinther is a great authority, but in this case he certainly has found a distinction 
without a difference. The fine quality and flavour of Loch Leven trout is due 
entirely to the excellent water they live in and great abundance of food they get. 
The little red shell fish which abounds in Loch Leven is the real secret of the fine 
flayour ; deprived of this the fish become like any other trout in taste.—ED. | 


THE CROAK OF THE RAVEN AND THE CRY OF THE LANDRAIL, 


Srr,—I must remind my old and esteemed friend, the “Trent Otter,” that from 
the peculiar cry—twing, ptwing—of the bell bird, to the plaintive—may I say 
mournful—note of the hedge-sparrow in winter time, in my opinion, there is no ery 
or noise made by any of the feathered: tribe can be compared to the harsh, croaking 
voice of the raven. I am now speaking of its higher notes. The notes of the 
carrion-crow come nearest to it, but they are clearer. There is as much 
difference between the craik—craik—craik—of the landrail, or corncrake, and the 
croak—crock—or deep cruck of the raven, as there is between the caw of the 
carrion-crow and the cry or caw of the jackdaw. There is a vast difference. 

My friend must not forget that the power the raven possesses in imitating human 
speech is almost equal to that of parrots. 

Two quotations in support of my theory, and I have done. 

Macbeth, Act 1, Scene 5 :— 


“ The raven himself is hoarse 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements.” 


My friend will perceive that the raven croaked so long he descended from the very 
highest to the very lowest notes. It was simply a poetical way of describing the 
low, rough, guttural sound it is capable of making, and which is well known. 
No other word could have better expressed the idea Shakespeare wished to convey 
to the reader, 

Lastly, E, A. Poe, in his marvellous and weird poem of “ The Raven,” says :— 


“Then upon the velvet sinking, I betook myself to linking 
Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore— 
What this grim, ungainly, gaunt, and ominous bird of yore 

Meant in croaking ‘ Nevermore !’” 


This is the low croak, Very good, then; the poet is wrong. If the 
landrail had been put on the bust of Pallas in place of the raven, does the 
“Trent Otter” really believe the poem would have been finished? Well, I don't. 

Hoping “T, 0.” will correct me if I am wrong,—I am, Xc., MARK ANTONY. 


N.B.—I should advise the “Trent Otter” to become acquainted with Grip in 
“Barnaby Rudge” if he would like to know what a raven can do in the matter of 
“jaw,” &c. A woman ina “ paddy,” flourishing a copper-stick on washing-day, is 
a fool to it. Also, let him have his coup-de-grace. 





CAPITAL FLY-TYING SILK, 


Srr,—Having read with interest the article by “H. F.N.” on tying flies, and 
knowing'from experience the difficulties that beset the beginner, not the least of which 
is procuring good thread. I would recommend your readers to try the blue bell silk 
made by Robertson and Anderson, John-street, Govan, near Glasgow, which is the 
best I have come across in the course of 30 years. There is evidently no dressing 
about it, as it takes the wax well, does not kink, and is wonderfully strong. It may 
be got through any respectable draper or silk mercer, Nemo. 

Glasgow. 

[It is excellent silk.—ED. ] 


FISHING WANTED NEAR LIVERPOOL. 


S1r,—Will some of your Liverpool readers kindly tell me of any decent fishing 
within reasonable distance of Liverpool? I should be quite willing to rent a little 
trout fishing or pike if I could find anything of the sort.—I am, &c., 

Liverpool, Ga, 

{We shall be happy to forward any replies to “ G, L,”—Eb. ] 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM., 


Srr,—The sharp, frosty weather ‘during the early part of the week kept most of the 
anglers from the riverside ; only downright thoroughbreds have been out, and, as far 
has Ihave heard, have done very little. A few nice chub were got on Tuesday in the 
Derwent, going from 21b. to 3lb, each ; I had promised myself a day among the chub 
on Saturday, but it poured in torrents all day, ending at night in a severe thunder- 
storm—something quite alarming for the time of the year. Several dead salmon have 
been found near King’s Mills. Your Irish correspondent’s style of salmon fishing has 
been tried here. Mr. Charlton, of Draycott, told me he caught a fish three years ago 
with the rolling bait ; but he was too limited as regards swims. 

Trent veteran tells some very remarkable tales. My father once landed a pike, who 
disgorged five or six live minnows, that he had evidently just taken ; fishing with 
cheese one day he caught a water rat ; once, while fly-fishing, I caught a silver bream 
and a perch. 

T should like to get some of the sliced hooks the size I sent you some time back, if 
you could kindly tell me how. The floods were out yesterday, and snowing fast this 


morning. Angling operations will be stopped for the week, I fear. i 
The “ Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale” you sent I enjoyed immensely, and can 
recommend the little work to all lovers of angling.—I am, &c., A Wie 


Nottingham, January 12th. 


P.S.—Just before closing I hear the water-bailiff for the Weston and Shardlow 
Fishery cleverly caught two men spearing salmon the other day. They had one 
large fish on the bank, when he came up unperceived, and heard one of them say, 
“ Well, we have got one ; we will divide it between us.” ‘‘ And what about my share,” 
says the bailiff, Their looks may be better imagined than described, 

[This letter was crowded out last week.—ED, ] 


Srr,—This week I have no angling to report, not having heard of a catch of any 
description, The weather is now more open, and there should be some sport 
during the next few days. 

The salmon season that is about to commence promises to be a good one, as the 
different keepers and water-bailiffs say there are more fish in the river than has ever 
been known before. ‘ 

The two men caught illegally taking salmon I mentioned last week were brought 
before the Derby magistrates, and fined £6 each and costs, or two months’ hard 
labour.—I am, &c., EN 

January 19, 


AN APPEAL TO THE MEMBERS OR ELECTORS OF THE GRESHAM 
ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Srr,—As Mr. Crumplen, one of the principal founders of the Gresham Angling 
Society, has resolved to divide this society next Tuesday upon his motion of coercion, 
notwithstanding that he has been appealed to by several members to withdraw it 
in the interest of both peace and justice, [ have no other alternative but to draw my 
fellow-committeemen and members’ attention to this subject through the medium 
of the piscatorial press, in the hope that every member may see it, as no circular is ~ 
to be issued to them upon this important occasion. 

I was absent on Tuesday, the 13th inst., when Mr. Crumplen was permitted to 
introduce his revolutionary motion—“ That this Society do not send delegates to the 
Anglers’ Association.’ Upon inquiry, I find there were only nine members present, 
including its proposer ; but seven voted with him, and one, be it stated to his — 
honour, abstained from voting. Jallude to Mr, Field, one of the members of our 
committee, and one who has so many years past served London anglers so faithfully. 
He has been intimately connected with the Hast and West Central Associations, and 
held important posts in these societies long before 1881, when the Gresham Angling — 
Society was founded, and Mr, Crumplen and myself first came before the public as © 
representative anglers, 

Mr. Field is also connected with the Fisheries Society, the Anglers’ Benevolent — 
Fund, and last, but by no means least, he is also our delegate to the Central Associa- 
tion, the very society which Mr. Crumplen has so vainly attempted to induce us all — 
to join, and, failing in his attempt to persuade, is about to try coercion. Although 
I believe most of the members of our society are fully alive to their duties and 
responsibilities as electors of delegates to our imperial parliament, I fear many of — 
them are indifferent with regard to that of our anglers’ parliament ; or, rather, I 
should say parliaments, owing entirely to Mr. Crumplen’s extraordinary action in 
this matter on the 30th of May last, after our then three existing societies, through — 
their special representatives, had agreed to amalgamate. 

I trust every member will endeavour to be present and oppose the intended — 
motion, because it will introduce discord and is, therefore, opposed to the interest of — 
our society ; because it is manifestly unjust to those members who have taken tickets 
from the Anglers’ Association that they should not be permitted a delegate to repre- — 
sent them there ; because it is equally unjust to desert the tried officials of 13 years’ 
standing who now act on behalf of the Anglers’ Association forthose who hold posts 
in the society which, since its formation, some six years ago, has never obtained a 
single privilege for anglers, or ever assisted in doing so, with the exception of that 
of the South-Eastern Railway Company ; because it subscribes largely to the — 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, and the Central does not, the figures being, ( 
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according to the Societies’ Blue Book of 1883, accumulated subscriptions of the East 
and West Central Associations now amalgamated and forming the Anglers — 
Association, £117 10s. against a paltry £10 10s. by the Central Association ; 
because there has been a similar disproportion in their subscriptions to the 
Fisheries Society, the figures for 1883 being—Hast and West Central Associations — 
combined, 2,751 tickets, value "£137 ‘11s., against 500 by the Central’s, value £25 
(the year previously the Fisheries Society generously forgave the Central Associa- — 
tion their share of contributions for reasons which I forbear to mention, as I am not 
absolutely sure of the facts) ; because the Central Association does not subscribe 
for the protection and preservation of the river Lea, and the Anglers’ Association 
does, and has in its divided capacity done so since 1876; and finally, 
because it would be a gross injustice to Mr. Ghurney, the originator of © 
railway privileges, if we desert him now, after he has laboured so hard on 
behalf of the London club anglers for the past 13 years, and especially since, owing — 
to his numerous duties in connection with anglers, he has for some years past been 
obliged to give up his former business, and is therefore dependent upon us. With 
these statements before us, is it not the duty of every member who can possibly 
attend next Tuesday to be present, in order that he may ascertain for himself 
whether these statements be true, or whether they are only “a lot of idle gossip” 
to which I have given credence? Then I trust that all present will honourably 
record their votes according to their honest convictions in this crisis in angling 
politics.—I am, &c., A, W. PARKER, 
Gresham Angling Society, Jan. 22, 
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FLAX WASTE FOR WORMS. 


Srr,—Under the heading “ A Hint to Worm Fishers,” in your issue of the 3rd, a 
correspondent highly recommends flax waste asa cleanser and toughener of worms, 
but does not state where the ‘ waste” can be obtained, which I should, for one, be — 
glad to know. Will you kindly ask the question, in your next issue, if it can be got — 
in London? 1 

I see in the issue for the 10th, that “T. W.S.,” of Leeds, has offered to send you 
some. Perhaps, if you have it, and try its effect, you will kindly give your opinion 
in a future number of its qualifications as a cleanser, &c., for worms. | 

Asa purchaser of the GAzETTE from its commencement, allow me to wish you | . 
good health, and many pleasant angling days, and the GAZETTE a long and prosperous — 
existence.—I am, &e., EDWARD BEAYAN- 

Peckham, - ‘ 


: 
| 
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WOBBLE y. SPIN.—OBSERVATIONS AND REMARKS THEREON. 

S1r,—I do not pretend to offer any opinion on the relative merits of the straight 
spin and the so-called wobble, which I understand to be, that drawn-out cork- 
screw kind of motion which is sometimes imparted to a bait when, as some 
suggest, it is badly fixed to the flight, my reason being that I rarely do any jack 
fishing or spinning, and am therefore not an authority on the proper motion of 
moving baits. What I would desire, Sir, with your permission, is to state my 
observations on the movements of fish in the water when perfectly free, and when 
they are chased by jack, trout, or perch. I will preface these observations with 
this proposition: Why do we use artificial baits? Because we cannot 
always obtain the real fish, also because of their great convenience, and also as a 
representation of the real fish. That being so, ought not the artificial bait to 
resemble in its motions as nearly as possible the movements of a fish under chase ? 
I should answer yes, and will make bold to say that no fish chased by an enemy 
ever yet went away in one straight line of 20 or 30 yards. I have frequently 
watched what does take place, and invariably when being chased closely by an 
enemy, whether trout or jack, the fish rushes in a slightly zig-zag manner, and 
frequently, as is often observed, clean out of the water. In clear water, 
again, jack have sometimes chased my straight ispinning bait right 
up to the bank of the river, unable to snap at it in the manner which 
nature has ordained they should do—namely, sideways, and on such 
occasion it has occurred to me that if that bait had had a more ZAg-Zae 
motion, the jack would have been able to snap it. Of course it is well known that 
at times fish are hooked anyhow, and with any bait, and even without a baitatall ; 
but these cases are the exception. Now, trolling with the dead gorge is supposed to 
be a most deadly mode of jack fishing, and no doubt it isso. What is the motion of 
the bait when dropped into the water? Why, somewhat erratic, and partaking of 
the drawn-out corkscrew motion ; but I must confess I consider the action of a 
trolling bait as a little unnatural, and dead gorge fishing as unsportsmanlike. I 
have watched a Thames trout chase a bleak under water. The bleak goes ahead, 
going from side to side in short rushes, and making for the shallow water, or, 
indeed, any refuge. The trout follows in a more easy manner, anxious to seize his 
prey anyhow, and having done so, disposes of him head first. The perch I have 
observed to act in a very similar manner ; but he gives up the chase much sooner, 
and his prey having escaped, he will lie still and immovable waiting for another 
chance. On such occasions I have often ended his career by placing a worm near 
him and drawing it along. There is, however, no question but that a perch prefers to 
take his prey in as quiet and businesslike a way as possible. I well remember on 
one occasion in my early fishing days, I was fishing with paternoster a fine spot for 
perch and chub, and had mounted on an old pollard overhanging the water. 
Presently a splendid shoal of perch came along, and the water being quite clear, I 
dropped my bait—a large gudgeon hooked through the lips—close to where they had 
disappeared in the shade of the bushes. Out came three or four pounders and sailed 
around my bait, who appeared to strongly object to their attentions. They, however, 
went off but one of them immediately returned and made for that unfortunate 
gudgeon, walking around him and dodging for his head in the most matter-of-fact 
way, as though he knew I was holding the fish for him, and should continue so to 
do so long as he chose to remain there. However, he at last snapped in the head, and 
by degrees the gudgeon disappeared. As he disappeared, the pulsations of my heart 
increased. Oh! how it did beat with the excitement of watching this, the finest 
perch Ihad ever seen, taking my bait, forI was buta young angler then. Finally, all I 
could see was the extreme end of the tail fins, and not being able to contain myself 
any longer, I struck the fish. There was a commotion ; out came"the other perch to 
see what was going on, and they sailed about after my perch. No, not my perch, for 
just as I got him to the surface he disgorged the bait, and those perch all went off 
together, doubtless to meditate on the extraordinary strength of this Samson of 
gudgeons who could lead one of their tribe such a dance. An examination of my 
bait showed the point of the hook to be embedded in the eye of the gudgeon. This, 
however, is somewhat wide of the object of my writing. So, to return thereto, is it 
not an advantage, the superior abilities to arrive at which are so contended for by 
the Thames v. Nottingham spinners, to impart a lifelike and undulating motion to 
the bait? We try to do!this, but I very much doubt whether the raising or 
depressing of the point of the rod will much affect the motion of the bait when any 
distance off. The speed with which it travels will, however, do this, and no doubt 
give it an undulating movement when the line isdrawninin jerks. But does not all 
this point to the desirability of some sort of a spinning bait which would have 
this action in itself—a bait which, besides a good spin, would also have a somewhat 
eccentric movement, causing it to slightly alter its course every two or three yards ? 
Nowadays it is only to ventilate our requirements, and some ingenious person 
comes to the fore with the very thing. And now, if an expression of opinion 
should go forth through such a practical source as the columns of the GAZETTE, 
doubtless the want would be met.—I am, &c., R. W. HoBpEN, 

23, Blomfield-road, W. 





S1r,—Your issue of the 27th ult, has only now reached me, and, with reference to 
same, I must inform your correspondent, ‘Sixty Years at the Business,” that he is 
indeed “ sorely mistaken ” if he fancies [am not an advocate of the “ Wobble,” as 

ou are well aware ; and not only with the natural, but also with artificial baits, 

eneyer I have got a pike over 20lb., the bait has always been close to the bottom, 

and, so to speak, “stationary.” As Mr. Pennell says, “ A large pike don’t care to put 
himself out after a small bait moving away rapidly.” 

Have any made a trial of fine copper-wire as a trace, 3-strand? It looks well, but I 
have not “scored” with it myself.—I am, &c., SWIVEL, 


Srr,—Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell, in an interesting article, alludes to his invention 
for spinning a bait from the head. If Mr. Pennell will look back into the pages of 
the Land and Water some 12 years ago he will find an invention which I gave to 
Mr. Farlow called “ Light Cast’s” spinning tackle. I think it has one or two advant- 
ages over Mr, Pennell’s suggestion—viz., the cap is made of lead, thereby obviating 
lead on the trace, and it is not necessary to sew the fish, as in Mr, Pennell’s method, 
the lead cap being furnished with two springs with a sharp crook at the end, which 
keeps the bait in its place, A needle and thread on a cold day is an instrument of 
torture,—I am, &c., LigutT CAST, 


A SUGGESTION RESPECTING KINGSBURY RESERVOIR. 


S1r,—Much has been done of late years in improving the stock of fish in many of 
the waters that lie within easy access of London ; but much more remains to be done 
in this direction, As an instance of this, I should like to call attention to that 
grand piece of water, the Kingsbury Reservoir. For many years it has, and still is, 
patronised by hundreds of anglers from all parts, and considering the immense 
quantities of roach, bream, carp, and jack that are taken there every season, it fills 
me with wonder how the multiplication keeps pace with such a drain ; but, Sir, 
something might and ought to be done to prevent the great waste that takes place 
every spawning. The first few warm days in May the waters up the narrows 

| present an appearance which is well worth anyone’s while to see. 

Ihave seen great carp and bream rolling about on all sides, throwing up the water 
several feet in the air. It is then that this waste occurs ; large quantities of ova 

| become entangled with or attached to the grass, and which the receding water leaves 
quite dry, and thus an enormous amount of spawn is lost, to the detriment of 
_ sport in seasons to come. 
Can nothing be done to prevent this, A few small ponds and good system of 
_ culture seem all that is required, and I feel sure that if something were done to do 
| away with this waste, the Welsh Harp Fishery would be one of the finest places for 
} Sport, and a boon to one of the many LONDON ANGLERS, 





A NOTE ON THE CEIRIOG RIVER. 

Srr,—I have noticed queries respecting the Welsh rivers, but have not seen any 
mention of the Ceiriog, which falls into the Dee between Chirk and Overton bridge. 
lived in Llangollen,through which town the Dee runs, some nine months, and flogged 
the river frequently ; results usually about the same as the “ Amateur Angler’s Days 
in Dovedale.” I once caught a nice dace, which I was told is a very unusual 
occurrence in that part of the Dee. <A friend of mine asked me one night to 
join him in a fishing excursion to the Ceiriog. We accordingly walked some four or 
five miles over the Berwyn Mountains to Glynceiriog, and refreshed the inner man 
at one of the inns, starting to fish in a meadow belonging to the landlord of the 
inn. The water was full of trout, rising like mad, and my friend soon secured a 
brace. After leaving a few flies among the bushes I landed one. We fished down 
the stream towards Chirk, A gentleman fishing with a Caledonian bait hooked a 
fish just as we approached him, and landed a splendid trout of 2lb., which we saw 
weighed, It was the largest fish he had takenin the river. We plodded on, and the 
total for the day was 16 brace, of which my friend contributed 10. There are no 
samlets in the Ceiriog, though they are very numerous in the Dee, and are a 
nuisance to anglers. The owner of Chirk Castle owns part of the Ceiriog, which he 
strictly preserves. Tickets for his water were obtainable by visitors staying at the 
Hand Hotel, Llangollen ; but I'do not know whether they are granted, as it is five 
years since I was there, and it isadvisable to obtain the services of a local fisherman, 
as local flies dothe most execution. “Pritchard’s (Wrexham) Angler’s Guide” is a 
useful little book ; but information as to where the fishing is preserved, and where 
free, would improve it. 

Apologising for trespassing so long on your valuable time,—I am, &c., 

Hanley, Staff. A. EH, ELLISON SMELT. 


P.S.—Perhaps some of the readers of the “F. G.” may visit the Ceiriog, so I give 
the route from London :—Per G. W. Railway from Paddington vid Oxford, 
Birmingham, and Shrewsbury, to' Chirk, thence by the Glyn Valley Tramway to 
pe noctdog: I think there is good fishing higher up the river, but have not been 
there, 





RIVER-KEEPERS’ DINNER. 


Srr,—I have to acknowledge with thanks contributions from Mr. W. Hammond, 
Mr. G. Bolton, Mr. C. Manley, Mr. John Wotton, and Mr. R. E. Booker, 

And now, as I do not expect to receive any more, I beg to offer my best thanks to 
those gentlemen who have so kindly and liberally responded to my appeal, and also 
to the following angling clubs :—The Piscatorial Society, the Gresham Angling 
Society, the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, Richmond Piscatorial Society, and 
the Angler’s Pride. 

The result is largely in excess of previous years, and the dinner is sure to be one 
of a highly successful character, from the number of tickets taken.—I am, &c., 

7, Ironmonger-lane, H.C., Jan, 21, W. H. BrRovuGHAM, sec. 





CARP IN THE THAMES, 


S1r,—I¢ will be difficult to arrive at any very definite period when carp first 
appeared in the Thames. My connection with the river only extends to about thirty 
years, and at the period of my first association with ‘it I canremember that carp 
fishing at Teddington was successfully carried on by some old friends of mine, who 
have long since departed this life. I refer more especially to the late Mr. W. 
Hawkins, of Hounslow, who was not only a first-class angler, but has shown me 
results of carp fishing at Teddington that would surprise many who have only known 
the Thames from a very recent date. I have made an inquiry from the veteran. 
Joseph Baldwin at Teddington, and he says he can remember carp being taken there 
37 years ago ; but as you, Mr. Editor, will be at the river-keepers’ dinner this week, 
there will be some very old fishermen present, who will give you some useful infor- 
mation in respect to the carp.—I am, &c., 

January 21, 


MR. PENNELL’S SPINNING FLIGHT. : 


Srr,—Mr. Pennell’s reference to my letter induced me to look up my spinning 
notes, and now I find the case rather understated. In Oct., 1877,with gudgeon on 
his flights, I took 24 pike in succession without losing a fish, None were under 2lb., 
and the best 81lb. 

When using roach, the lip-hook should be slipped down so as to shorten the flight 
and curve the bait from head to tail regularly, as Francis advises; this will make it 
twist, and shoot very showily in the water. But the roach’s “ flatitude” will cause 
more misses in proportion than will be the case with gudgeon. I think that another 
flying triangle outside the bait, about at the ventral fin, would improve the flight 
for roach, This might be hung to a piece of gimp passed through the gills and 
looped to the lip-hook, 

Thanks to Mr. Hutton for his information about sea fishing ; but the Menai Straits 
are too far away for me, A day’s sail for my boat from Rhylis my limit, and I hoped 


' that some of your correspondents had had experience at Colwyn or Rhos.—I am, &c., 


JOHN T, HARRIS, 


THE MAY FLY (GREEN DRAKE). 


Srr,—In your issue of the 27th ult.’ you were good enough to insert a few notes 
on the above subject. Iam indebted to Mr. Francis Francis for a correction of this 
article, and also for two patterns of the artificial black and grey drakes kindly 
forwarded by him to me through you. 

I had so badly written the article that one might, and, indeed, must, infer that I 
stated that the May fly (green drake) and dark mackerel were identical flies (see the 
third paragraph in my previous article). 

I had cut the quotation from “ Ronald’s Fly-Fisher’s Entomology” short, instead 
of giving the first few lines, which would, methinks, have made the matter clearer, 
and shown that I was intending to describe the differences or distinctions between 
the pseudo-imago, and the imago, and the perfect male and female flies of the 
Ephemeride, in which family Ronald places both the May fly (green drake) and 
the dark mackerel. 

Ronald’s article, or rather footnote, above referred to begins as follows :— 

* The egg of this fly and that of all the last metamorphoses of the Hphemeride 
here spoken of sinks to the bottom of the water, and is there, in a few hours, 
hatched into a white grig. This larva undergoes several transmutations before it 
becomes a nympha, which, rising to the surface at its appointed season, bursts the 
case or skin which incloses it (at the shoulders), displays beautiful wings, quits its 
old husk, and, after the lapse of a second or two, generally flies to the nearest ter7a 
Jirma, where it remains in solitude and shelter (from the wind and sunbeams) for 
about two days. It then undergoes its last metamorphosis, and enters upon its 
imago or perfect state, changing the whole of its envelopes, even those of its fine tails 
and legs. The tails and the two fore legs of the male increase to about double their 
former length ; those of the female receive an accession of not quite one-third. The 
colour is generally altered ; the wings become shining and transparent. The male 
carries two large stemmata upon his head anda pair of calipers atthe end of his body, 
which two peculiarities chiefly distinguish his appearance from the female. He is 
also usually rather smaller than she is. He may be seen merrily dancing, as it were, 
up and down in the air, in vast crowds, frequently near a bush by the waterside ; 
whilst the female is to be discovered busily employed rising and falling and hovering 
over the water, and sometimes touching the surface, and making use of her long 
tails to spring up again. It is supposed that she lays her eggs at this moment.” 

I trust that this extract will not take up too much of your valuable space ; bus 
I could not resist copying the whole paragraph, as it explains the various change 
better and clearer than could be done by—Yours, &c., J.B, 

Hull, January 14, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 + Putney. 
45 55 Hammersmith, 
50 ; Barnes, 

Add) 55 7 Kew. 
75 e. Richmond. 
80 A: Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For TimEes oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, January 24 6.54 7.21 
Sunday, A 25 7.49 8.21 
Monday, “3 26 8.57 9.37 
Tuesday, “6 27 10,19 10.58 
Wednesday, *; 28 11.38 12.0 

Thursday, 29 12.12 12.44 
Friday, » 30 1,12 S46 1,39 

gs River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 





Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


As far as the upper reaches of this portion of the Thames is concerned, there has 
been a complete blank as regards those who fish in punts, and, therefore, the pro- 
fessional fishermen have had no work to do. The only anglers that have ventured 
to wet their lines in the river have been the bank fishers, and their angling amongst 
the roach and dace has been but moderate. The present portion of the season is, 
as a rule, the feasting period, and club men haye been occupied in what are termed 
“angling dinners,” and in that respect keep up a good English custom. On these 
occasions some of the old anglers refer to by-gone days and recount their piscatorial 
achievements ; and listen with pleasure to the deeds of those who have succeeded 
them in the angling art. The weather of the last few weeks has increased in bitter- 
ness, and few anglers have been brave enough to endure the chilly blasts, especially 
as they know from experience successful angling depends upon the favourable 
atmospheric condition of the water. The principle of testing the temperature of 
the water was always advocated by the late Mr. John Greville Fennell. The condi- 
tion of the river at the present time is favourable in appearance for angling ; but it 
not only low, but in all probability very cold. There is not much to give in the 

orm 0 ‘ 
ANGLING RESULTS. 

Richmond.—There is only one isolated return of two days fishing by F, Brown, 
with 191b. of roach and dace. 

Twickenham.—!In single days, John Spong has made three dozen. Pert Ham- 


merton, five dozen ; George Voxen, four dozen ; and C. Lee, three dozen ; and James 
Coxen, in two days, seven dozen. 


Teddington.—F. Kemp, in two days, three jack. 
Kingston.—J ohn Johnson, junr., in one day, seven dozen of dace, 


UPPER THAMES. 
The severe frosts of the past week have taken all chances of a winter flood away 
from the valley of the Thames—such a disagreeable consummation was just, however, 
on the carpet a fortnight ago—and myself and friends who live in this benighted 


valley seriously began to think of taking the Kidgerminsters up—not by a long way 
the first time I have had to do so in my fishy andchequered career. The frost is now 
holding the rainfall back in the ground and the various ditches which supply the 
river, which just now is in prime order for any seasonable fishing, roach and perch 
being particularly active, the only difficulty being to get bait wherewith to tempt 
the fish. Minnows are at a premium, and gentles—well, blow them! they are scarce 
and expensive. I have a great mind, very shortly, when bottles are plentiful river- 
wards, to start a “gentle factory.” Henley, Medmenham, and Marlow are fairly 
silent, piscatorially ; but Hurley has had a nice take of roach by a gentleman staying 
at the Bell, roach of $lb. eachup to 10lb. weight of bag rejoicing a good angler. 
Mr. Jones, of Cookham, writes me that he has not had any custom this week, and is 
hardly sorry, because of the water being so out of order. 


Thursday Night.—Just returned from an interview with “ Father Thames,” and 
report him in prime and hourly improving condition. Roach, perch, chub, and jack 
should now certainly reward those who can, and will “ put their thumb unto their 
nose and spread their fingers out ” at the cold—MarLow Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 


Since my last report the water is getting in good order once again, and the roach 
are coming on the feed. I was out for an hour to-day, and tried the chub, and got 
on very well, taking three brace, the largest 231b. ; all taken with pith and brains, 
—JAMES HOARE. 

Water in fine trim for anything. On Thursday I walked a distance of four miles 
along the banks, and not a soul fishing. I was out on the 18th, and don’t remember 
the roach biting better—about 201b. in four hours, with paste ; one hour, on Wed- 
nesday, at evening, and ‘the chub werein a hurry to get a morsel—seven chub, 
largest 331b. No doubt jack and perch would feed, if tried for—G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 
Water now in good order for jack, perch, and chub fishing. I have not hada day’s 
fishing for a fortnight with anyone; but have been out by myself. Monday was 
my best day; I took five jack, largest 6lb., and two dozen of perch, — JOHN 


RusH. 
Thames (Oxford). 


Fishing in this district is almost at a standstill through the frost and bad weather. 
Through the week it has been bitterly cold,and few people appear to care to face it. 
Since I last wrote [ have not heard of a single catch being made. The water isin 
splendid order for spinning, though I should imagine it would be a matter of diffi- 
culty, owing to the water congealing on the line. Iam informed by a friend, who 
has just returned from the higher reaches, that the Christmas sport at Lechlade and 
in the vicinity of that somnolent town has been up to its usual average, the catches 
of jack and pike being good.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


The Thames (Windsor). 


The cold now renders it almost impossible to practice the art ; at least of spinning. 
Capt. Pierrepont Brooke, of the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders, and myself, tried the 
jack on the 20th inst., and though succeeding in taking three, and a perch, the cold 
was such that the rings on our rods were choked withice. Two of the jack, which 
were taken with the “Comet” bait, weighed 53lb., and 411b., the other jack and 
perch together making a bag of 131]1b. During the thick water, Lumsden, of 
Datchet, with a patron, had a good bag of roach, which, he tells me, was near 20lb. 
Bank anglers have taken afew ; but the river now may be said to be fairly deserted. 
General regret is felt here at the very sudden death of Mr. Greville Fennell, who 
was well-known in his younger days, making that old angling house, the New Inn, 
Eton-square, his rendezvous. Many a good story has come from his lips, when 
seated round the cheery fire at this comfortable hostelry. As late as the 30th ult. 
I was with him, when he appeared to be in excellent spirits, though haying lost the 
use of his legs. Wediscussed the doings of the Preservation Societies, he seeming 
particularly inteeested in our local association, of which he was a member. When 
I left him, he was preparing to write on the use of the hair of the Chinaman’s pig- 
tail, as applied to angling, a friend having lately sent him over some for trial. He 


gave me to understand that it would be found far stronger than that now used, the 7 


best of which is taken from the stallion of a foreign breed of horses—B, R. BAm- 
BRIDGE. ; 


Chichester. 


With more favourable weather, sport has this week decidedly improved. From 
the canal, Chichester, some fair-sized roach have been taken, Mr. Wright and Mr. 
Young securing some small pike. A visit to Selham, by Mr. Terry and Mr. 8. 
Young, resulted in a brace of pike taken on gut tackle, Mr. Terry’s fish scaling 
631b. ; a large fish also broke away. Pike from the Rother are clean, handsome fish, 
and are reported plentiful. From the upper waters of the Ouse, Mr Simes, in one 
day, secured three pike, the largest 7}lb. Last week one of our P. H. anglers suc- 
cessfully landed a dead cat and brickbat which had got on his pike tackle. I trust 
the lesson will be salutary.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


The Dove. 


The river is in capital order for either fly, mid-water, or bottom fishing. The 


weather has been extremely favourable since I last wrote; but very few rodsters. + 


have been out, and though grayling have been rising freely, especially in the middle 
of the day, not a great number of fish have been killed. If more anglers had been 
out, Iam convinced that good results would have followed. The few that have 
visited the river have succeeded well, the average being quite five brace per rod. 
The killing fly has been the winter dun. The trout season is now rapidly approach- 
ing, and I hear that the fish are very rapid in spawning. Pike are running freely; 
but comparatively few are being captured, for the same reason that applies to gray- 
ling. Chub are taking “ scratchings ” best, and I hear of one or two dishes of perch 
having been killed with the worm.—THE SPLODGER. 


Esk (Whitby). 


Since my last report the masses of snow have cleared away, and the weather at — 


the time of writing (Wednesday) is spring-like. Comparatively little of the “snow 
water” has come into the river Esk from the adjacent hills, the land haying appa- 
rently absorbed the water as the snow melted. The river continues in a dead and low 
state, and there are many hundreds, if not thousands, of salmon unable to get into 
the upper reaches.—JNO. J. JACKSON. 


Exe (Exeter). 


Winds most unfavourable, having shown only on the north and east side of the — 


weathercock, Ixcuse short extract—nothing doing. Violent exercise necessary to 
keep one warm, and we cannot excel in any fish extraction, but hope to report more 
execution next week, and exempt from puns.—J. A. KELLY. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing. Keen frost and rough sea ; not much fishing on. A few fine cod have 


been taken at the Spillers, which are hauled twice a day, weather permitting.—E. 


COMER. 
Lea (Ware and Hertford). 


Anglers visiting Ware and Hertford need not trouble about groundbait, as I should 
think the roach have had a surfeit for some time to come, as a malting abutting on 
nis river has given way, and from three to four thousand bushels of malt pitched in 
the river, 
preaching to the fish, for there is not the least doubt that the fish are giving way to 
indulgence, as there is a great disturbance in the water. Several anglers were down 
this week, but would not take good advice where the jack do really lie, and of 
course came off “nix” ; but there are jack here, and they must fish for them from 
the “ Tumbling Bay” to the bridge.—HARRyY PAGE, 


I should not be surprised to see Sir Wilfrid Lawson down here ; 
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: Leicester. 

At present there is a scarcity of angling items in this locality. We have, however, 
reached the quietest part of the year, though why this should be so it is a difficult 
matter to understand. Pike and chub are in splendid condition in the waters here- 
abouts. Just now we are in the unenviable position of haying the waters frozen 
over. The sharp frost, which commenced on Wednesilay morning, continues with 
unusual severity, and the outlook for anglers is anything but promising. The 
best sport lately was had in the Leicester preserved waters at the latter end of 

ast week, when afew good roach and chub were taken. At the time of writing, 
late on Thursday night, there isa clear air, the frost continuing very sharp.— 


ALERT,” 
Lodden. 


We have hada very busy time of it lately spawning, which we concluded on the 
16th of January, being, at least, one month earlier than last year, I should like to 
know whether this has been the case with other breeders. We have secured all we 
require and to spare ; and in our netting excursions have secured an immense number 
of jack, chub, perch, roach, dace, and bleak. This morning (Wednesday) we took a 
jack of 6lb., three chub of 31b. each, several perch, one 11b.. and about three dozen 
roach, the largest weighing 131b. The perch is a female, and very full of ova, which 
will come in handy in the spawning season. The weather is exceedingly raw, cold, 
and frosty —FRANK GOSDEN, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are now in capital angling order, having run quite clear and 
lowered since last week. Fishing has not been very brisk this week, the weather 
has been dull and overcast, and to allappearance we must have a downfall of either 
snow or rain before it gets bright again. Some good fish have been taken with the 
grasshopper and maggot. In the Lugg, on Friday, a few good grayling were taken 
with the grasshopper. A gentleman fished the Arrow and took two brace of small 
grayling with the maggot. Some good grayling were taken from the water near 
Hardisland on Monday with the maggot. In the Aymestry district, a few grayling 
were taken with the worm. Little doing near to Kingsland. A few fish landed on 
Tuesday from the Arrow. The Pinsley has now run clear, but fishing in it is very 
quiet this week.—GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


_ The river is in first-class condition for all kinds of angling ; but the cold, east 
winds, with the sharp frosts, have been against angling ; though if anyone can stand 
to it there should be a pike or two caught.—YE MepwAy WATER RAT, 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
Both rivers will be in splendid order by Saturday.—T, E, 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water has been in splendid condition since the 17th, up to the present; but 
now the ice has covered the principal and the best part of the water, which has 
stopped fishing again. During the time when the water was fishable, jack were on 
the feed ; I have heard of some being taken by our local fishermen. I have had tw6é 
outings for a short time, and took two, 5lb. and 91b., and if the water had not been 
covered I should be out again, for no one could have wished for a better chance as 
regards weather and water than the 21st, for it was a splendid day, and the water 
was all that could be wished for as to condition.—H. Rout. 


The Ouse (St. Ives). 


We have been having some good sport during the last few days. Mr, Allen, of 
Cambridge, has taken 261b. of good roach, and a fine chub this week. One day. 
a gentleman in this town caught a very fine pike weighing 18lh. We have had 
several other good catches. One old fisherman was nearly landing a giant fish of 
the pike tribe ; after playing him for twenty minutes his tackle broke. Ata rough 
guess the fish must have weighed 25lb. to 301b., while on the hook he was offered 
5s. for him and chance of landing him. The river is in splendid condition.—T, D. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


Since I last reported the state of this river, we have experienced no kind of fishing 
weather ;, without intermission the wind has been blowing from the east and south- 
east, and the temperature has been exceedingly low. Snow fell on Saturday in the 
district, and the Welsh hills were covered, and everthing wears a most winterly appear- 
ance. A friend of mine has had some fair sport among the pike in the Verniew ; 
but the fish do not run so large this season as usual. Many anglers who have been 
in the habit of visiting the pretty little village of Llanymynech will learn with 
sorrow that a well-known face will be missed when next they go to follow their 
favourite sport. Poor John Morgan (who has befriended so many of our friends 
with advice and assistance, as well as supplying them with “ live baits ” on many occa- 
sions, when there were none to be had from any other source), passed away last week ; 
he died from “ lock-jaw,” brought on, Iam told, by an injury to the foot. He was 
one of those who knew every inch of the Verniew for miles, and it afforded him the 
greatest possible pleasure to help strangers with his advice. On one occasion in my 
own experience, when an uncle of mine hada 17lb. salmon well hooked, but from 
the position of the place was unable to land him, he must have lost his fish only 
for the opportune arrival of John Morgan, who “ gaffed” him in a most masterly 
style. He was known as the “handy man of the village.” The river is at present 
low, witha lot of snow water.— SEVERN SALMON, 


South Level Cut (Littleport). 


Several London Anglers out onthe 18th inst., and all took roach; since then I 
have only had five anglers out, with the following very good result: Monday, Mr. 
Hailstone, 201b. roach ; Mr. H. Lee, Cambridge, 211b. Wednesday, Mr. Joseph Cole, 
St. John’s Wood Piscatorials, 221b. roach ; Messrs. Duigan and Fowler, Cambridge, 
131b. in about two hours. These takes were all good fish, and in the pink of condi- 


tion.—CHARLIE SOUTH. 
South of Ireland. 


We are now on the eve of the angling season, and the prospects seem fairly pro- 
mising. Accounts from the country represent that the river is well stocked with 
salmon, and that good sport may be expected. I have no doubt that old fish are 
pretty numerous at this season ; but how far the reports of springers being plentiful 
are justified there is as yet no convincing proof, and no evidence will be forthcoming 
until we have had some practical test. The conditions of the weather have been so 
far favourable for a good season, The water has been high, and the spawning, which 
commenced very early, has been on the whole very satisfactory ; but it is idle to 
deny that these operations have been materially interfered with by persons un- 
friendly to the conservative principle adopted by proprietors in completely exclud- 
ing the poor angler from participation in a sport which gives pleasure, and even 
benefit, to somany. From Macroom to Cork, a distance of well-nigh thirty miles of 
river, no interval occurs where the poor man may cast his fly. The late Sir George 
Colthurst was in the habit of giving two days a week free upon his pre- 
mises at Inniscara, and it was marvellous the amount of interest taken 
by those anglers in the preservation of that part of the river, This 
place is no longer open, and a number of men have been deprived of a meant of 
legitimate sport, who wi!l yet turn their experience and their skill to an account 
detrimental to the general interests of fishing. It would be a wise policy, we 
think, if proprietors could arrange to give one open day in the week. It would in- 
crease the number of anglers, and bring more money to the proprietors ; and it would 
give a wider interest in the preservation of fish amorg classes who, up to this, have 
not participated in a share of the sport of salmon angling, except in a surreptitious 
manner, This system habituates the poor angler to poaching, and evidently makes 
him a confirmed poacher. Past experience enables me to say that when the late 
Mr. Geo. Colthurst opened his fishery to the poor angler on Sunday, those men who 
availed themselves of the privilege were warm and enthusiastic conservatives of the 
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interests of the Lee. Now they have no inducement to make them so, and they have 
been driven into the devious paths of poachers, to kill and destroy the salmon when 

where, and how they can. Most of the fishings on the Leehave been taken, and very few 

if any, remain to be disposed of. Sir Oriel Forster, who always evinced a deep interest in 
the preservation of the Lea, and who now owns one of its best pieces, will not fish 
this season. He ison the Continent, suffering from ill-health, and he has been 
obliged to let his fishing at Fargus, to an English gentleman, at a very smart rent. 
Part of Nettleville has been again taken by Capt. Broderick, who is with his regi- 
ment in Cork. Genl. Bowles and Mr. Dunscombe have secured Inniscara. Mr 
Barter retains his old preserves, and Mr. Allen’s fishery at the opposite side has 
again been rented by two gentlemen from Cork. Mr. George Haynes has concluded 
arrangements with the landlord of Ballincollig. The following gentlemen will fish 
their own grounds : Sir Augustus Warren, Mr. Bowen Colthurst, Mayor Nettles 
Lord Bandon, Mr. Geo, Colthurst, Mr. Beamish, Mr, Galgey— ANGLER, ; 


The Suir and its Tributaries. 

The season for salmon and trout opens here on the Ist of February, and every- 
thing up to the present conduced to make us hope for a most favourable one. Since 
the first week in December the river has been constantly flooded without being too 
much so. In no single instance did it rise more than a foot above the banks or fall 
afoot below them. The complete absence of snow, together with the occasional 
slight frosts, enable the spawning fish to deposit their ova in the tributaries without 
delay or hindrance. The absence of violent floods must be greatly conducive to 
the safety of the “ridds,” and prove a source of an unusual supply of the fry for 
future stock. The tributaries have been unually well watched during the winter. 
The water bailiffs, in this district at any rate, were in all cases taken from men 
highly recommended by the police—men in whom they have confidence, and with 
whom they will work. The consequence is that on streams, where in former winters 
it was no rarity to see from ten to a dozen lights any night, they are now conspicuous 
by their absence. On the Suir some poaching was done last month, but the poachers 
did not get off scot-free in all cases. Four of them were fined upwards of £20 and 
costs. and two women who were trying to sell the fish were fined 15s. each. Since 
then we hear of nothing. The police include the river banks in their patrols, and, 
in consequence, the poachers are keeping quiet, for they would not know the moment 
they would be dropped on, and they know very well they would get the highest 
penalty when conyicted—viz., £10 and costs, and forfeiture of all weapons used.— 


RIcHD, BRADFORD. 
Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme and all the waters about here are again in good order, The waters are 
clear of the mud and filth, and are all gone down to their ordinary level. Fishermen 
have not shown any great anxiety to resume their favourite sport. Piscatorial 
pursuits are not at present of a very luring character. For some days the air has 
been of a dull, hazy nature, as if charged with snow, which threatens but does not 
come down ; added to this a nasty south-west wind, and the angler’s prospects of suc- 
cess are anything but encouraging. Down below Ashford Weir, on Wednesday, a 
gentleman was fishing with the maggot ; after three hours’ angling he only caught 
a brace of grayling weighing 2}lb. the brace. The day previous a gentleman up 
Leintwardine way, with the preserved maggot, only landed three grayling. There is 
very little good to be done, except in the middle of the day, and this week, up tll 
to-day (Thursday) old “Sol” has not shown his face in this locality. Some few 
grayling have been caught up the Clun. A brace of grayling were caught on Tues- 
day two miles up the Corve, weighing a pound each. Nothing doing in the Let- 
wyche, The Onibury district is remarkably quiet.—S, LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream has greatly improved since our last report ; the water has gonedown, 
and is once more clear and in capital angling order. Fishing has not been indulged 
in much this week, though the water is in splendid order for grayling fishing ; but 
several nice lots of fish have been taken, The best baits are the maggot and grass- 
hopper. A nice lot of grayling were landed near the-town with the maggot. Some 
fine fish were taken in the water near Rochford with the maggot on Saturday. Little 
fishing doing near Berrington Court this week. In the water near Little Hereford, 
on Monday, a nice dish of grayling were taken with the grasshopper. Fishing quict 
near Hastham this week. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are in good angling order, 
but no fishing has been done in them this week.— WORCESTER, 


The Test (Long Parish). 


I was along the river yesterday, and much surprised to find lots of trout still 
spawning, and up by Long Parish I was told they had just commenced. As a con- 
sequence, the fishing in that water and Lord Portsmouth’s water will not open until 


Ist of May.—_ HAMPSHIRE. 
Trent (Newark). 


Water seems to be clearing down very nicely now, and looks in fairish order for 
chub and pike fishing. I saw twoor three dace to-day that had been taken with 
gentles, and the ova in them were ina very advanced state. I have not seen very 
many fishermen out this week. Snow broth in the water during the beginning of 
the week, and very sharp weather, this last day or two, no doubt, having something 
to do with this scarcity of fishermen by the river side. However, under the present 
circumstances, pith and brains should be the death of a few chub ; in fact, it will be 
the only game worth the candle, if the present weather continues, unless it might 
be a little pike fishing —Tnz TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Angling news is still very scarce, and we cannot anticipate much improvement 
until there is a more genial change in the weather. On Wednesday night a severe 
frost was experienced, and indications on the following day pointed to a continu- 
ance. On Tuesday a few Derby anglers were out at Weston trying for pike in what 
is known as the Black Pool, and several nice fish were landed with the live bait. At 
this village a few days ago, two men were caught in the act of illegally taking a 
salmon, and were summoned before the district magistrates. by the authorities of the 
Trent Fishery Board. Mr. Eddowes, the clerk, prosecuted, and the full penalties 
were imposed. Numbers of salmon have been seen returning from the upper waters, 
and followers of the sport are anxiously awaiting the opening of the season on 
the lst proximo.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Tweed and Teviot. 


Since the closing of the rod salmon fishing on the above rivers in November last, 
the weather has been all. that could be desired for the purposes of allowing the 
spawning fish to exercise nature’s duty. We have had only one or two small floods, 
andas there has been no ice on the river other seasons, the fish have had an excellent 
opportunity of depositing their ova on the various spawning or breeding grounds. 
One old fisherman, who has been on the river for between 30 and 40 years, said to 
me the other day that it was his opinion that the fewer floods we had during the 
autumn season the fewer diseased fish we had. This he could vouch for from expe- 
rience. In speaking of the salmon disease, I may here state that there has been 
little or none seen this season as compared with the past five or six years. We had 
a small rise in the rivers last week—during the latter end—and the run of salmon 
over all the canals in this district was something enormous on Sunday, and also on 
Monday the same was the case, and many large fish were observed “shooting” the 
various slaps and caulds. The prospect, therefore, of the forthcoming spring salmon 
fishing is looked forward to with great confidence by all the angling fraternity, and 
already have many of them commenced to get their things put into ship-shape 
order for the coming campaign. Little has been done in the way of trout fishing 
during the past three weeks, although now and again afew small baskets are got 
with worm. The trout season, when it begins legitimately with fly—perhaps abont 
the middle of March or beginning of April—also promises to be an excellent one, 
the yery open winter doing much to help the bettering of condition of the trout 
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than when we have a more severe season. The weather just now is splendid, fine 
hard frost, with the glass steady and high, with the wind from the south-west.— 
MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 

Wye and Derwent. 


The weather and water during the past week have been everything that the 
winter anglers could desire, and I am pleased to say that there has been fair sport 
amongst grayling, roach, dace; and a few chub have been killed by the aid of 
both cockspur and brandling worms, and baskets from four to eight and a half brace 
of fish per angler have been landed on various parts of the Derwent. Grayling 
have run small during the past week—about three to the pound ; and they have fed 
the best in the “swims” close to the rough streams, and have taken a swimming 
bait better than one that has lain on the bottom. Several trout have been taken 
while grayling fishing this week, and they are getting into fair condition, and will 
be in good condition by the opening of the trout season. Several fair-sized fish have 
been killed during the week by trolling with small dace and by live-bait fishing. 
Weather very severe and frosty.—Gho. JAS, HATON, 


The Yare (Norwich). 


The severe weather has had the effect of keeping most of the local men at home, 
and only in some exceptional cases of invitations to private waters have any of them 
ventured out. One member of the Norwich Angling Club landed a nice fish on 
Tuesday last, weighing 17lb., and three others smaller. Another member of the 
same club, fishing in another district, was successful, and landed altogether four 
brace of jack ; but none of them were any size which in Norfolk we consider worth 
mentioning. Several meets for the latter part of this, and the earlier part of next, 
week, are unavoidably postponed on account of the ice. I saw some carted from 
ditches close to Norwich this afternoon quite an inch thick, which, considering we 
have had only three days’ frost, shows its severity. I trust this weather may soon 
break, and then we jack fishermen may pursue our favourite “line.” Prospects 
winterly—ROBERT MOLL. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegates’ meeting wasiheld at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, 
on Monday, January 19th, Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair. This was by far the 
largest meeting of genuine representative anglers that it has been my good fortune 
to see, no less than 61 clubs answering the roll call. It was roughly estimated that 
150 delegates and friends were present, somewhat inconyeniently crowding the 
large room in which the meeting took place. Several gentlemen attended from a 
new society, asking to be enrolled on the above association. They have decided to 
be called the National, and as their rnles, sizes of fish allowed to be taken, &c., are in 
accordance with the rules of the association, they were unanimously enrolled. The 
National is held at the Crown, 667, Commercial-road, East, near Stepney Station. 
The important business of the evening was then proceeded with, and the rules, as 
recommended by the committee, were submitted seriatim to the meeting, and with 
two or three slight alterations the whole of them were passed. Mr. Murphy then 
brought ona proposition which was listened to with much attention and enthusias- 
tically supported and agreed to by the whole of the gentlemen present, further 
particulars of which will be found in another part of this paper. After some 
further routine business the roll was called, the following clubs answering :— 
Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Brompton, Bow Bells, Burdett, City of London, Cavendish, 
Clapham Junction, Clapton, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Crescent, Duke of Norfolk, 
Dalston, Excelsior, Eustonian, Edmonton, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Gresham, 
Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, Highbury, Hoxton Brothers, Isaac 
Walton, Independent Jovial, London and South-Western Railway, Magdala, Metro- 
politan, North-Eastern, Original Alexandra, Putney United, Phoenix, Portsmouth 
Waltonians, Peckham Brothers, Queen’s, Reform, Royal George, Rodney, South 
Hornsey, St. John’s, Sir Hugh Myddelton, Savoy, St. Pancras, South London, 
Stepney, South Belgravia, South-Hastern, Sociable Brothers, St. John’s Wood, 
Trafalgar, United Brothers, West Ham Brothers, Waltonians, West Green, Walworth 
Piscatorials, Westbourne Park, Wellington, Original Anglers’ Pride, National. A 
vote of thanks to the president brought this truly significant meeting to a close-— 
H. J. TIBBATTS. 


The first return visit on the No. 2 Hastern district will ‘take place at the Amicable 
Waltonians, the White Horse, Fann-street, Aldersgate-street, City, on Thursday, 
January 29, when I hope to see many clubs represented._F, THORLING, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
In answer to numerous inquiries as to the result of the concert held at the 
Foresters’ Hall on Dec. 1st, 1884,in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society, I have great pleasure in forwarding to you particulars to this date, 


RECEIPTS, 

£s. d. 
Cash taken at doors ... Sac doe St abe 1136 
By sale of programmes ane aie <a sae Pee ley vee 
By tickets (T. Spreckley, Esq., president)... isp ieeubel Oe us Le) 
By tickets paid for by societies ... as : a 19 e40 
2918 9 

EXPENDITURE, 
Rent of hall .., ssi ame se ae "ibe 6 6 0 
Hire of piano and player .., He me it eld 26 
Printing fea wae Sarg amt a 3°88 20 
Bill-posting ... ar as Bat ae me 07 20 
Postage... At 74 ax at aah as ORT Tait 
Incidental expenses ... sas : 016 5 
1216 5 


N,.B,—There are many tickets not yet paid for.—R, GHURNEY, sec, 





CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Only three members out on the 18th. Mr. McDonnell weighed in dace; Mr. 
Castell, dace and gudgeon, and Mr. Chambers dace, all from the Stort, a very poor 
show of fish, Our complimentary meeting on Monday next, at Cogers’ Hall, 
Bride-lane, Fleet-street, will be glad to welcome any old or new friends who will 
favour us with their company.—Cas, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The usual weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. C. B. Parry in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, confirmed, and signed. The catches 
reported were : Mr. Woodward, five chub, weighing 11lb.; Mr. H. Short, four chub, 
weighing 8lb. The chairman presented the society with a handsomely bound copy 
of Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s “‘ Modern Practical Angler,” for which he was heartily 
thanked, The secretary reported that at their next meeting on Monday, the 26th 
inst., Mr, R. B, Marston, Editor Fisninea GAzerrE, had kindly promised to read his 
paper on “ Some Old Angling Books,” Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the chair; that after 
the reading the ordinary monthly smoking concert would be held, at which some 
excellent talent had been promised, and a large muster of members and friends was 
subotrered. Members of angling societies would be welcomed,—_Hmnry Howss, 

On, sec, 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of the above club met at Westbourne-park Station on the 18th, and 
proceeded to Taplow to fish the match that was announced in your last issue, the 
weather being all that was desired. Sport was very tame, but still the prizes were 
all taken by the following members, namely :—Messrs. Hammans, Ist; Stead, 
2nd; Webley, 3rd; Andrews, 4th; Reeves, 5th; Cocks, 6th; W. Jenkins, 7th, 
C. REEVES, sec. 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society held their third fish supper at its meeting-house, The Earl of 
Derby, Grange-road, on Wednesday, the 14th inst., twenty-six members being present. 
Mr. W. Hosken, the president, presided until nearly ten o’clock, when, being unable 
to stay any longer, Mr. Hunt, the treasurer, was voted to the chair for the rest of 
the evening. The usual loyal toasts haying been given and drunk, Mr. J. H. Rich 
commenced the harmony by singing “ Let Each Man Learn to Know Himself,” 
which was followed by the toast, “The Grange Angling Society,” Mr. Hunt 
responding tosame. A duet, “The Larboard Watch,” was next given by Messrs, J. 
H. Rich and Leverett. The chairman then distributed the five prizes presented by 
Messrs. Hockley, Brook, Farrow, and Ryder for the month of December, to the 
winners, Messrs. J. Haigh, G. Gibbons, Brook, J. Fowler, and W. Rich. The re- 
mainder of the evening was taken up with two or three more toasts, and songs 
rendered by Messrs. Day, Hatch, W. Rich, A. G. Smith, and Ryder, also a couple of 
glees, “ O, Who Will O’er the Downs so Free?” and “ Hail Smiling Morn,” by the 
glee party belonging to the society, and Mr, G. Gibbons, jun., gave two recitations, 
“ Karl the Martyr,” and “Curing a Cold.” The meeting was then brought to a close 
by the “ National Anthem” being sung.—W. K. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. Chambers pre- 
sided, and there was avery good attendance of members. The minutes of the last meet- 
ing were readand confirmed. Letters were read from Mr. Benjamin, of the Hoxton 
Brothers Angling Society,andfrom Mr. Saywell, of Nottingham. A notice was also read 
from the Central Association, stating that the Privilege Tickets for the South-Hastern 
Railway Company were now ready. The secretary was instructed to apply for them 
for those members holding Central Association tickets. Interesting accounts of 
recent sport were given by the chairman, Mr, Young, and Mr. Lake, the latter gentle- 
man, who had just arrived from the Lodden, showing some very good roach and 
perch. It was decided for the future to have a musical evening on the first Tuesday 
in each month, to begin in March next. Particulars of the pike competition, which 
is now in course of arrangement, will be laid before the next meeting, The meeting 
closed with the usual vote of thanks to the chairman,—H, 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Owing to the miserable weather, very few of our members have had courage 
enough to face the elements. Mr. Geen has again been trying for chub, but not with 
the success of last week, the water being of bad colour, and the wind east, and very 
much so, too, On Thursday, next, January 29th, and on February lst, there are 
three good prizes to be fished for in any public water. Our next smoking concert is 
to take place on Thursday, the 29th, when we shall be most pleased of the company 
of any visitors, Will they please accept this notice as an invitation ?—H, ; 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a few nice roach on the 18th inst, Mr. High having 8b. of handsome fish ; 
G. H. Wood a few nice perch and a pretty jack, nearly Slb., taken with one of J, 
Benjamin’s perch paternosters, A smoking concert, in aid of the funds of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society, will take place on Tuesday, February 17th, in our club 
room, The chair will be taken by G. H. Wood, Hsq.—R. GHURNEY. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few of our members were out on the 19th inst. Mr. Green had a nice jack 
from the Lea, Mr. Gramlick had a nice show of dace, also from the Lea. We are 
going out on February Ist to fish at Cookham for a prize given by Mr. Moore, of the 
Independent Angling Society, and we hope to have some good sport,—H, 
BINGLE, sec. : 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several members of the above fished at St. Margaret’s on the 18th ; but owing to 
the state of the water, caught no fish. Members absent on Tuesday last will please 
notice that the place for the match on the 25th is altered from Rye House to 
Staines ; train leaves Vauxhall at 8.30. I have much pleasure in stating that the 
members of the above club have voted 10s. to the Spreckley Testimonial Fund, 
Members are requested to attend the meeting at the Rodney P.S. on Monday next, 
and give “ Pixie” a bumper,—GADFLY. 


PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 18th inst., but owing to the snow broth 
in the waters, not many fish were captured, Mr. G. Bentley being the only one with 
anything like a show, he having 7lb, 100z. of roach. On Tuesday last, Mr, George 
Bentley was elected chairman. The auditors’ report and the balance sheet were read 
(which were very satisfactory) and a new member propose1 and other business got 
through, the same old man at the books; after which a few songs (Mr. Arthur 
Ashley presiding at the piano) brought a very pleasant evening to a close——W, 
ELBOURN, sec, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


There was a large muster of the members of the above society last Monday at 
the ordinary weekly meeting held at Ashley’s Hotel. Amongst those present were 
Messrs, J. Hill, HE, Foreman, J. L. Meyer, Dr. Goodyer, J. Pattisson, H. Gray, H. B. 
Brown ; and the honorary secretary, Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, was unanimously voted 
to the chair, and the minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. The corre- 
spondence of the society then occupied some time, and after these matters had been 
disposed of Mr. Lemann pfesented the library with a bound copy ofthe Report of 
the River Thames Investigation Committee, appointed by the House of Commons. 
The honorary librarian, Mr. Gray, promptly accepted the gift on behalf of the 
society, and proposed a vote of thanks to the donor, which was carried, together with 
a similar vote to Mr, T. Gillatt, who had enriched :the society's album with two 
chromos. Mr, T. R. Sachs spoke in sympathetic terms of the death of his friend, 
Mr. Greville Fennell,whom he had known for many years, and he gaye several inter- 
esting reminiscences of their angling experiences together. The late Mr.G. Fennell 
was not only, he said, a good angler and a successful author, but an excellent artist, 
and as late as last year he gave two of his pictures to benefit the funds of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. Mr. I. R. Sachs’ remarks were entirely endorsed by those pre- 
sent. The rod had not been neglected during the week, and many of the members 
had faced the bitter north-easterly winds which had prevailed. Dr. Brunton had 
been grayling fishing, and although there were little or no fly on the water, 
managed to secure 24 brace, as well as some trout. These latter, after the Doctor had 
duly admired their excellent condition, were returned to their native element “to 
live and fight another day.” Mr. Walker was then called upon by the chairman to 
give an account of his experiences; but he said that he had only had one day’s 
fishing since Christmas. He spoke of the pleasures of owning a fishery, and of the 
difficulties he had to contend with in stocking it. He was now on the look-out 
for some twenty brace of trout, but as he required them to be 2lb. each in weight, 
the breeders he had applied to were unable to supply him, Mr, OC, P, Wheatstone, 
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haying drawn attention to the extension of the Anglers’ privilege tickets to some of 
the stations on the South Hastern Railway, proposed ‘ The Health of the Successful 
Anglers.” Mr. T, Huggett responded, as the exhibitor of fifteen chub, weight 
251b. 60z., on the table, and said that during the day he had returned an equal 
number of about 1b, each to the Thames at Sonning, and that, so far as the weather 
was concerned, he was quite satisfied. As for chub fishing, he preferred an easterly 
wind. Mr. Robinson, who arrived late with nine pike, weighing 4941b. from the 
Avon, said that he had been fishing for three days, but he was very unfortunate on 
the first two ; however, the last day’s sport resulted in the capture of the fish he 
had placed on the table. The meeting closed with the usual toast of “* The Continued 
Prosperity of the Piscatorial Society,’ and “The Health of the Chairman,’ who 
responded to the latter in his usual jovial manner.—R. B. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly general meeting of this society was held at the Club-room, Station 
Hotel, on Wednesday, a large number of members attending ; Mr. A. J. Little in 
the chair, Mr. H. Dickenson in the vice-chair, Two new members were balloted for 
and elected, The chairman submitted the annual report, and a statement 
of accounts, which were adopted. The chairman and vice-chairman having 
been re-elected, the three vacancies on the committee were filled up by Messrs. J. H. 
Gaunt, F, C. Nichols, and E, H. Smith, the voting being by ballot—the remaining 
officers being re-elected. Several alterations in the rules were proposed and 
adopted, and the rules, as revised, were ordered to be printed and circulated among 
the members. The postponed roach competition was fixed for Wednesday, February 
Ath, upon the same conditions as heretofore. The hon. secretary was instructed to 
issue tickets (upon application) for members’ friends for the smoking concert next 
se Sead and for the winter dinner on February 11th.—Guro, H, HEsTER, 

on, sec, 

[We hope to refer to the report next week.—ED. | 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The smoking concert of last Tuesday night was the success of the season. Nearly 
all our members put in an appearance, each with a friend or two, some of them 
professionals, among them Mr, Harry Adams, the well-known author and composer, 
and Mr. Fred Francis. Mr. Hallam opened the proceedings with a song, accompany- 
ing himself.He was followed by Mr. Brewer, who sang ‘Jack’s Yarn” in a very 
excellent manner. Then Mr. Carter gave “Sailing” in his usual fine style. Mr. 
Halls followed with a comic song entitled the “Fishing Club,” which was very 
funny. Mr. Fred Francis then sang one of Harry Adams’s latest productions, ‘She 
wanted to Find the Roundabout,” and sung it in such a manner that he was loudly 
encored. Then the “Old ’un”—I beg his pardon, I mean Mr. Holden—“ On the 
Banks of the Regent’s Canal,” which was well received. Mr. Harry Adams quickly 
followed with “ Poor Eliza,” what he suffered in consequence was—well, he had to 
sing again, and if he had remained in the room it would have been again and again. 
Mr. White then appeared on the scene with his violin and played a solo. The Vice 
(Mr. Palmer) sang, in his usual sweet manner, “Speed on My Bark.” 
Mr. Fred. Francis again appeared and sang “Come Down and Open the Door,” 
and kept the whole room in aroarfor something like a quarter of an hour. Mr. 
Henderson was compelled to sing his only song, ‘* Let Me Like a Soldier Fall,” but 
I am sure he knows more about the “ rod than rifle.” Mr. Halls, by special desire, 
gave “Pardonnez Moi,” ina very amusing manner. Mr. Beal started, as he termed 
it, a little “ Irish patter,” but I am of opinion that he would have kept it up for a 
week (Lam sure he could) if the time had not been drawing short. There were 
several gentlemen, I am certain, bursting to sing ; but we had to be satisfied with one 
from Mr. Healey—viz., “Tom Bowling” ; that, like all his songs, he is bound to 
sing well. After a vote of thanks had been accorded the instrumentalist and pro- 
fessional gentlemen who kindly gave us their valuable services, we put an end to 
one of the jolliest nights that has ever been spent since the above society has been 
presided over by—W. H, RipD=ER, 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

' On the 18th, Mr. R. Smith visited Windsor, and got some roach and dace, thereby 
saving the society a blank. On the 21st, the where and how of our jack fishing com- 
petition: came on for discussion, and it was finally decided that it should be an open 
one, members allowed to go where, and fish how, they like in public waters only. 
Members wishing to start on Saturday can do soif they think fit, Jack only will take 
prizes in this competition ; other fish taken will, if weighed in, be added to members’ 
gross weight. Messrs. Davis and Moody were proposed as members of this society 
this evening, and will be elected next Wednesday evening. All members interested 
are requested to attend, and at the same time give in their names for the South- 
Eastern Privilege Ticket, which is now ready. Members, friends, and ‘ Brother 
Bobs,” do not forget our complimentary visit on the 26th; we shall be pleased to 
see all, from the “ bellman” to the “ muffinman,” and a—PIXIE, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

Visiting this society, after some six weeks’ absence (through family affairs), I was 
delighted to see a nice show of roach and bream from. Richmond, taken by Mr. 
Gilbert, who, I must say, keeps the game alive by his Thursday’s shows. On this 
occasion he only had about 7lb. Considering the weather that prevails, he deserves 
all the prizes he wins in this society. A competition will take place on the 25th for 
a series of prizes, two of which will be given by M. Piolaine. The where and how was 
discussed this evening, and the following report has been handed to me by a member : 
“ A jolly evening took place on the 22nd, at the headquarters, when, after a good 
discussion as to where to go all together, took place, it was decided to go to 
Datchett, Considering the inclement weather, the discussion required great con- 
sideration, Now, if anything is more pleasing to an angler, it is to discuss an outing 
and give everyone an idea of the favourite places, and where the happy moments 
past occur to each members’ mind in an outing of the kind. Many things have to 
be thought of. It is not only the locale, but also the accommodation, and the trains 
for leaving and returning. After the discussion, it seemed to meet with all mem- 
bers’ approval, especially after the Lea, Stort, and other waters had been 
discussed ; but when our friend ‘ Pixie’ gave us the information respecting St. 
Margaret’s, which he has been informed has been poisoned with gas lime, his infor- 
mation at once settled our difficulty—A.P.” In reference to the above, I beg to 
state that I gave the information as I learnt it during my visit to several societies 
during the past week, though what damage has been done I cannot say ; but the circu- 
lation of the report has been sufficient to prevent several clubs fishing in that dis- 
trict on the 25th. The next smoking concert will take place on the first Thursday 

in February, Mr. H. Bayley in the chair. Members and friends attending on that 
- occasion will be highly amused with talent of every description.—PIXx1E, 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The eighth annual dinner of the aboye society took place on Tuesday evening last 
at their house, the Pelican Hotel, All Saints-road, Westbourne-park, W., about 
50 members and friends sitting down to partake of the various good things provided 


by Mr. Roberts, the worthy host, to whom too much praise cannot be bestowed for ” 


the admirable way in which the arrangements were carried out. Mr, G. Evans 
occupied the chair, ably assisted in the vice by Mr. Reed. After removal of the cloth, 
the usual loyal and patriotic toasts were given and duly honoured. Other toasts, 
intervened with some capital songs, followed in quick succession by “The Thames 
Angling Preservation Society,” responded to by Mr. Spreckley ; ‘The Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation” and “ The Anglers’ Benevolent Association,” responded to by Mr. Ghurney ; 
“The Press,” proposed by Mr. G, Archer, was responded to in a very interesting 
speech by Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, Then followed the toast of the evening, “ Continued 
Prosperity to the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society,” which was most enthusias- 


tically drunk by all present ; following which, the hon, secretary had the pleasure of 
handing over the prizes for the 1884 season to the successful members, these amount- 
ing to nearly £60, the principal winners being Mr. T. Oatley (specimen prize), 
21 guineas; Mr. R. F. Lines, 64 guineas; Mr. H. Thompson, 5} guineas; Mr. G. 
Evans, 5} guineas ; others following in rotation from three guineas to 10s. 6d. The 
fish weighed in for 1884, although good specimen fish, appear to be much below the 
average of the 1883 list, which is doubtless owing to the unusual dry season we have 
had. We may mention the weights of the largest taken in 1884 :—Trout (Thames) 
by Mr. Lines, 431b.; jack, by Mr. Oatley, 102lb. ; perch (Thames), by Mr, Huber, 
lb. 930z. ; roach, by Mr. H. Thompson, 1lb. 8}0z.; dace, by Mr. Oatley, 1440z. ; 
barbel (Thames), by Mr. G. Evans, 74lb.; chub, by Mr, Buttery, 3lb.; bream 
(Thames), by Mr. Adeane, 5lb.; tench, by Mr. Bowen, 331b. ; rudd, by Mr. Walker, 
2lb.; gudgeon (Thames), by Mr. Bowen, 1%0z.; eel, by Mr. Archer, 41b.—carp being 
the only fish not registered, not, however, for the want of trying, as Mr. Bowen was 
heard to remark. ‘The Health of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Stewards, and 
Honorary Secretary” having been drunk with musical honours, the remainder of 
the evening and early morning was devoted to the rendering of further songs well 
sung, which helped to make this one of the most enjoyable gatherings that any 
could wish for. The list of prizes for the present year, it must be added, was most 
magnificently responded to, the specimen prize in this instance amounting to 
30 guineas, 
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The Right Hon. A. J. Mrs.Harwood, 
Mundella, Esq., M.P, DPrentyy..nsasee 
C.S.B.Wortley,Esq., M.P. Drains at Kead- 
Us BOOLDOS Piss. cirasens by, Torne,&c., 
110 Drain ‘Tickets, at at Althorpe, 
Sr OCs. CL OM anid ccetayes per Mr, San- 
Received for Railway derson......... 17 0 
(Privilege) Tickets... 1835 5 Mr. E. Waters 2 0 
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WHAT IS AN ‘ ALLICH” ?—Henry Fear, a labourer, was summoned for taking a 
salmon without a license, at North Petherton, on the 12th of December last, and 
further with taking the said fish during the close season ; and Mr. Thomas Burston, 
farmer, employer of Fear, was summoned for aiding and abetting him in each case, 
—Both pleaded not guilty—Mr. T. F. Barham, clerk to the river conservators, 
apppeared to prosecute, and called Lot Fisher, who said that on the morning in 
question he was on the river bank, and saw Mr. Burston and Fear watching a salmon 
going up the river. Mr. Burston said to Fear, “Fetch the net,” and the latter did 
so, and tried to catch the fish, but missed, Mr. Burston then said, 
“Come on into breakfast,’ and went away; but Fear, trying again, caught 
it. When he brought it to land, witness asked him what fish it was, and 
he replied it was a very nice salmon. Its weight appeared to be 12lb. 
or 13lb. Charles Parsons,a labourer, in the employ of Mr. Burston, stated that the 
fish in question was not a salmon, but what was locally known as an “allice,” and 
weighed about two or three pounds,—John Burston, son of defendant, said he was 
present when the fish was brought in; it was dark, with black spots, and was an 
“allice,” not a salmon, and weighed about three pounds. Mr. Burston, the defendant, 
said he could bring several other witnesses to prove that the fish was not a salmon ; 
and he also denied having told the man to fetch the net. The bench conferred for 
some time, being in difficulty as to deciding whether an “ allice” was the local name 
for salmon, and the question being put to Mr. Miles, the river bailiff, he stated that 
it was so. The Chairman said the bench had decided to convict, and fined Fear 2s. 6d. 
and costs, and Burston £2 and costs in the first case ; and in the second case both 
would have to pay the costs. Mr. Barham asked that an order might be made for the 
forfeiture of the net, which was granted. In answer to Mr. Burston, the deputy 
clerk (Mr..G. Trevor) said he might appeal against the decision if he chose to do so, 
Taunton Courier. 

[The only fish we know which has a second name like “ allice” is the shad.—ED., | 


Mr. Guo, M. Ketson begs to inform his friends and numerous correspondents 
that he has changed his residence, and is now residing at Clydesdale Mansions, 
Colville-square, W., where he will always be happy to receive any communications, 
and give any information in his power, 
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THE FIRST SALMON OF THE SEASON. 


By “ LIGHT CAST.” 


THE close time is nearly over. The recess, thanks to the Act 
which has done so much for our salmon rivers, is nearly at a 
termination, and once more the lovers of the rod and the brawling, 
rushing river are looking forward to the opening of another 
season. After some thirty years of experience, as I write these lines 
the question arises in my mind as to which of the following sporting 
events in a life devoted to it has given me the most satisfaction :— 

Twenty-minutes’ burst with foxhounds over the ridge and furrow of the 
shires ; the first point on the moors of Glenbosh on the 12th ; a four-mile gallop 
after a lanky sow over the plains of the Deccan on a game little Arab; a jibe 
round the Calshut in a 40-tonner in a south-westerly gale, with your opponent 
a couple of fathoms behind you; the first stag of the season, who has been 
stalked and shot at for many a day, when you get within fifty yards of 
him, well under the wind, with your heart and hand as steady as a rock ; 
or the first rush of a clean-run fish in a heavy stream—I say, I have 
experienced all these and many others in far distant countries ; but I am still 
unable to decide which is the most exciting—to which to give the preference. 
Be that as it may, let me call the attention of the readers of the FisHine 
Gazerre to asubject of which the time of year reminds all anglers—that is, if they 
be fond of wandering by the side of a rocky, rushing river, clear as crystal in its 
waters, and pure as pebble and sand can make it in its bed, with no engines of 
destruction to prevent the free ingress and egress of salmon, except those 
which the law allows, with gravelly scours, short deep flats, brawling, 
rushing streams, and the wide ocean at its mouth, to give it all the advantages 
of a salmon river. Iregret to say that good fishing or good sport of any kind 
is denied to those whose means are not in keeping with their tastes. It is a 
misfortune ; but possibly time and preservation may effect much. I 
remember when salmon-fishing in Norway first became known to English 
sportsmen, how my father, with a friend and myself, rented for next to nothing 
the best portion of the Alten, where in six weeks we averaged a ton weight of 
salmon per rod, and if it had not been for mosquitoes and want of provisions we 
should have done even better. Look atthe Alten now! Nevertheless, wherever 
the British sportsman goes with that ever-changing, restless step, always 
desirous of new pastures on which to try his fortune with gun or rod, I fancy 
we, all of us, love to return to our native shores where, although blasé’d as we 
may be with the big game of the Asiatic and American continent, or with huge 
captures on Canadian and American lakes and rivers, the fiat is, “There is no 
place like home.” 

Let me, then, endeavour to describe to my readers one of the bonniest of 
Scotland’s streams, and how I killed my first fish of that season, whilst suffering 
from a severe toothache. 

“ A rod o’ Don’s worth twa o’ Dee, 
Except for fush, an’ fowl, an’ tree,” 


isan old rhyme on Donand Deeside that was well dinned into my ears by the well- 
known fishing-tackle maker of Aberdeen—Mr. Brown—inventor of the phantom 
minnow, as he displayed his various patterns of ‘Glen Tanna gleds” and turkey 
browns. “ Ye'll be goin’ to Aboyne, I’m thinking, sir,” said he ; “the Marquis 
of Huntly’s watter—it’s the best on Dee. When ye get there just speer for 
Donald—Donald Cammell’s (Anglice, Campbell) his name, an’ ye’ll no loose a 
fush that’s a chance to be clippet.” With this information and a few flies I 
left Aberdeen for Aboyne. It was the first week in April, the best time of the 
year for the Dee, which is, to my mind, one of the prettiest rivers for spring 
fishing in the North. The fish, as a rule, do not run large, but they are 
beautifully-shaped, and have the advantage of lodging in this part of the Dee 
after their first rush from the sea. I have frequently taken them with the sea- 
lice upon them. 12lb. to 14lb. is the average of spring fish, although on the 
occasion I am about to describe I took a 21]b. fish. 

The Dee rises in the hills above Balmoral, and after flowing past 
Ballater, Aboyne, Banchory, Maryculter, and other places of less note, 
empties itself into the sea at Aberdeen. The Dee, unlike its neighbour 
the Don, flows through a rocky, sandy soil; it is liable to sudden rises 
and falls, especially those pools below its tributary the “ Feuch,” a noisy 
rocky burn which falls into the Dee a little above Banchory. These 
floods clear off almost as soon as they come. The river is not so 
wide but that an ordinary performer can reach its casts from the bank without 
getting into a boat, except here and there, where a little more “can,” and, 
perhaps, a standing ring or two on the bottom joint with a few coils of line in 
your hand, may get you over the spot. The peculiar beauty of the Dee consists 
in the fact that almost every yard is fishing water. There are no heavy dubs or 
deep flats where it is useless to throw a line without a strong breeze. 

It is one continual succession of pool after pool with only a certainamount of 
flat at the tails. 'The bed of the river is deep and full of huge boulders and 
rocks, behind which the fish love to rest, forming on the surface the swirl and 
eddy that delights the angler’s eye, whilst the water is so clear that you 
can see every pebble at the bottom in 10ft. of water. The principal rod fishings 
on the Dee, commencing upwards from Maryculter, are those of Park ; Sir James 
Burnett, of Crathes; Campbell, of Blackhall; the Marquis of Huntly, at 
Aboyne ; H.M, the Queen ; and Col. Farquharson, of Invercauld. It is remark- 
able that, although the Dee is one of the earliest rivers in Scotland, the spring 
fishing is almost exclusively confined to the Marquis of Huntly’s water, 
between the chain bridge at Aboyne and Cambus-o’-May. A few spring fish 
are occasionally taken elsewhere, but the large quantity of kelts that are 
“rugged” during the day become a great nuisance. In the autumn, however, 
provided the season is a good one, there is a fine run of fish all over the river ; 
but you must be on the spot to take advantage of it, as a few days’ dry weather 
soon renders the Dee unfishable for want of water. The last time I fished the 
Dee, upon the occasion that I am about to relate, the Aboyne water was rented 
by the landlord of the Aboyne Arms, and was let to three rods, commencing at 
Cambus-o’-May down to the chain bridge, or the cream of the water. This was 
divided into three beats, so that no rod fished the same water each day, the last 

> beat having the famous Waterside Pool, which was scarcely ever a blank, and 
being the last pool to home, invariably made up for bad.luck on the others, 

On my first day I made a poor hand of it. Ihad the first beat at the Cambus- 
o’-May end, and using the conventional Dee patterns, I never even stirred a fish. 
In addition, I caught a heavy cold through slipping into a hole, and letting the 
water intomy waders, which the next morning culminated ina racking toothache. 
Now, as my next day was on the middle beat, and the day after the famous 
Waterside Pool, I determined to nurse my cold, try to get rid of my tooth- 
ache, and tie flies, as I found that my brother anglers were using totally different 
ones, entirely opposed to the orthodox Dee patterns. 


For the good sport I had I am indebted to Mr. Cosmo Gordon, a name that 
is well known on almost every salmon river in the world. 

In the place of the Dee flies I used flies twice the size, dressed on Phillip’s 
hooks and with plenty of colour. Here are the patterns :— 

No. 1. On Phillip’s largest sized hook. Tag, gold tinsel; tail, golden 
pheasant, topping witha sprig of red macaw, a small turn of yellow floss silk, 
and a half dozen turns of black ostrich, a joint of green silk, and at its finish 
three or four turns of a dark olive hackle, a blue joint, and at its finish three 
or four turns of a blue hackle, a claret joint to the end and a double blood-red 
hackle under the shoulder, and a couple of turns of jay, a mixed wing, the joints 
to be evenly distributed upon the hook. 

No. 2. Hook a size smaller. Tag, yellow silk, and a couple of turns of gold 
tinsel ; tail as before, body dark orange mohair or pig’s wool ribbed with gold 
twist, a blood-red hackle struck the whole length, a jay’s hackle at shoulder and 
mixed wing. 

No. 3. Hook large size. Tag, a joint of yellow floss silk and ostrich herl at 
the bend ; tail, red and blue macaw, body claret-coloured floss silk ribbed with 
silver ; a blood-red hackle from bend to end, and mixed wing. 

These flies may be varied in size or colour, but these examples willserve to show 
the description. For an evening fly, the feather taken out of the underneath 
portion of the seapyot’s or oyster catcher’s wing, dyed yellow and introduced 
into the wing of the fly was successful, but as a rule the yellow eagle for such a 
time was the most killing. 

That night I tossed about in my bed. I tried hot flannels, everything in fact, 
but to no purpose ; and when I got'up in the morning my face was swollen up 
in the most unpicturesque manner. Nomatter! Iwas not going to sacrifice 
my chance on Waterside, so I muffled up and got into the dog-cart. The weather 
was dreadfully cold ; showers of sleet and snow greeted us as we bowled along 
the road to Balmoral. Oh! how that tooth ached ; but as we gradually drew 
near my destination, I began to feel less pain. The fact is, I was getting excited, 
and so, I suppose, thought no more about it. My companions were as silent as 
I. As we drove along we got occasional glimpses of the river, as its various 
bends and turns brought it near the road. Lochnagar towered, with its snow- 
covered summit, ahead of us in the distance, whilst an occasional eock grouse 
would rise from the roadside with a crow of defiance, as we disturbed him at his 
morning meal, ’ 

At length it was time for me to get down ; my gillie was waiting for me with 
my rod, and after a parting dram for “luck,” I scrambled down to the river. 
‘“‘ ow does she look, Angus?” said I. ‘ Aweel, sir, she’s no vera gude ; she’s 
gotten a wee taste o’ the bree the morn; but I dinna think it ull make much 
deeference ; she’s gay full 0’ watter.” By this time I was on the bank and at 
my first pool. The river was in fair order ; but as Angus described it, “ just 
tinged with snow water.” I will not weary my readers with how I rose a fish 
here, and hooked and lost another there, which latter aggravated my toothache 
to such an extent that I sat down on a rock and fairly howled, much to Angus’s 
astonishment. At length the steep mountain-side told me I was approaching 
Waterside. 

Brother angler, have you ever ‘ gone a-fishing ” with the toothache ? Itis, to 
say the least of it, a novel sensation, especially on a bleak spring morning on 
Deeside. My luck certainly did not tend to make matters more agreeable, and 
I lowered at Angus as if he was the real cause of my misfortune. “ Her 
honor’s no vera weel,” he remarked casually. ‘‘ Go to the devil !” I think was the 
reply. ‘ Aweel, sir, ye’ll maybe feel better after a cast on Waterside.” Better ! 
My rod looked to me like an engine of torture, and Sandy like an executioner as 
he handed it to me. I reflected that not all the salmon in Dee could compensate 
me for such tribulation as I was enduring. 
“Tl fish it down, and then home. D n the tooth.” 

Waterside is along, heavy, rushing stream, with numberless rocks and boulders 





in its bed : the neck of the stream comes over a ledge of rocks that narrows the — 


body of the water, making it at this point of increased velocity, but spreading 
out as it flows onward. On one side is a hill coming almost to the water’s 
edge, with rocks and scrubwood at its base, making it somewhat difficult to get 
any length of line out. I fished it from the hill side upon this occasion, bringing 
my fly round to the eddy, and letting out till, with the Spey cast, I reached the 
the swirl some 35 yards opposite. Nota stir. I then fished every inch of the 
water down, but not a move. My tooth began to remind me, and I felt inclined 
to “cut it” ; but, then, it just occurred to me that ‘ Waterside a blank, and on 
a Monday, too!” What could it mean? I took anip, which set my tooth going 
again. Then I lita pipe and glared at Angus. He wisely said nothing. Then 
I went to the head of the pool and changed my fly for the jointed one above- 
mentioned, and tried again. I fished the neck from the rock, and then stepped 
a couple of yards lower. ‘There she is,’ shouted Angus, as my fly came 
floating round with a very slight motion about mid-stream. “ Are you sure, 
Angus?” said I. I did not see anything. “Cot, sir,” cried Angus, trembling 
with excitement, and stamping on the bank to mark the place, “I saw the whole 
length ; she’s agreat yane.” I reeled up, gave the fish a minute’s rest, and then 
returning to the head of the stream I commenced again. I had scarcely put 


my foot upon the spot marked by Angus and got my fly well back, when crack — 


I heard it go against a rock. I ran backwards and up stream to keep the fly 
from coming over the place where I had risen the fish, reeled up, and found, as 
Texpected, the point of the hook broken. Fortunately I had another, so I 
commenced again. As I put my foot on the spot, Angus’s face was a perfect 
picture, whilst I—well, I was trembling like a boy. Swish! and the good old 
rod dropped my fly neatly on the outside edge of the stream in the still water 
opposite ; the slack of the line being caught by the stream, somewhat 
drowned the fly as it swept out of the still eddy. It had scarcely travelled three 
yards when the line tightened, and I felt I was fast in him ; the fish had taken 
the fly between waters. No sooner did the fish feel the iron than he came 
over to my side, and up stream with a rush that I was quite unable to reel up 
on ; but seeing me, the gallant fish set his head up stream, and with the speed 
of a racehorse he darted up for the neck, making a mimic arch of water fly up 
on both sides of the line. ‘‘Dinna haud sae taut, mon,” cried Angus, capering 
on the bank. ‘ Hech, hech! but she’s a strong yane.” 


“ Hold your tongue, sir,” said I, “unless you wish me to lose him.” But 
40 yards of line and the strong body of water on it with a 22ft. rod told severely 
on his staying powers, and before he had got 20 yards in his upward course he 
turned sharp round, made a rush down and across, making my reel whizz round 
like asteam-engine ; then finding himself in slack water on the other side, he 
sprang clean out of the water, showing me his magnificent proportions, and 
making me tremble at the prospect of losing him. There he sulked and jiggered 
away for a minute or two, until I began to bear upon him the belly of the line, 
for Thad at least 70 yards out in the heavy stream helping the strain. This 
gradually brought him back into the stronger stream. Up and down, here and 
there, we battled for twenty minutes, when Angus slipped theclip into him in the 


shallow water at the tail of the pool, and I gazed with delight ona 21\b. clean- — 


run fish with sea-lice on him. JI had no more toothache ! 


“Well, here goes,” said I to myself ;~ 
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Those of my readers who have followed me in my poor attempts to describe 
the struggle, and have experienced the same feelings that I did, will be able to 
understand that moment ; how Angus gave him the coup de grace ; how we 
pledged one another in a tot, and speculated upon what the Colonel and my 
friend would say ; how we trudged down to the chain bridge ; and what a dinner 
Tate that night— 


“ Bheu fugaces labuntur anni.” 


It is some years since, but its memory is as fresh in my mind asif it were 
yesterday. Of one thing I am persuaded, that the very best cure for a tooth- 
ache is to hook a game salmon in a heavy stream and land him. What would have 
happened had I lost my fish I dread to contemplate. 

And now let me close this—I hope—not uninteresting episode in a career 
devoted to rodand reel, and for the present bid my brother anglers adieu, in the 
hopes that they may all enjoy themselves this spring as much as I did on the 
above occasion on the bonny banks of the Aberdeenshire Dee. 





ANGLING NEAR LONDON. 


DAGENHAM LAKE. 








DAGENHAM is a parish and village in the southern division of the 
county of Essex. It is bounded by the Thames, the Rom (or Bourne 


brook), and the Ingerbury brook; and the village is three miles 
. south-west from Romford, two miles north-west of Rainham station, 


and 12 miles from Whitechapel Church. 

It has much marsh land, and on Dec. 17, 1707, a very high tide 
blew up the sluice, broke through the dyke, flooded 1,000 acres of 
land, and submerged 160 acres in the river; and after much diffi- 
culty and a lapse of 15 years, the breach was stopped by the famous 
Captain Perry at a cost of £40,000. 

The soil in the neighbourhood is shingly at the surface, subsoil being gravel. 
The chief crops are wheat and potatoes, 

This water is about half the size of the Welsh Harp fishery, and five times as 
large as Wimbledon lake. 

It is asplendid expanse of water, and the beau ideal of an inland lake or fleet, 
with beautiful grassy banks and fine beds of reeds. Itisa little over a mile long, 
and its size is between 170 and 180 acres. 

The angler can get to Rainham either from Fenchurch-street or Liverpool- 
street. I think the third-class return is 1s. 8d. The charge at the lake is 1s. 
per day for fishing ; two rods allowed, and nothing extra is charged for jack 
ee Iam very sorry to hear that fishing is allowed all through the fence 
months. 

The lake contains pike (the keeper took one there last summer 11I]b.), large 
perch (Mr. Squires took one last season nearly 3lb.), carp, tench, bream, 
roach, a sprinkling of rudd,and eels. The keeper says jack are rather difficult 
to catch, in consequence of there being so much natural food in the water. He 
says on several occasions both bream and roach have sprung out of the water 
into his boat. A bream about 1lb. weight did so last summer. 

I must not forget to mention that Lrockett’s excursion vans (covered) leave 
Worship-street, Finsbury, and just outside Millwall docks at various times all 
through the season, arriving at the Chequers between one and two in the morn- 
ing. The charge for these excursions is remarkably cheap ; 2s, 6d. there and 
back, inclnding admission to the lake. 

At the ‘“ Chess-board”’ they informed me they open from one to five in the 
morning, and that as many ss 40 or 50 anglers sometimes stop there for refresh- 
oO before starting for the lake. They evidently believe in commencing 
early. 

But by far the best way is to go down on the day before, carefully bait a 
likely place, and stay at the Chequers, or some other convenient hostelry at 
Rainham, and commence fishing at daybreak. The Royal Oak is within 50 
yards of the magnified “‘ Chess-board.” A good basket of fish may often be secured 
by these means when all others have failed. 

Precisely the same plan is adopted by the knowing ones at Wimbledon Lake, 
and in nine cases out of ten it pays. 

Don’t let the stranger suppose that, because he has pitched upon a nice, quiet 
place at the side of a splendid bed of reeds, a sheltered cove, the mouth of a 
dyke, or the tail end of a deep pool, he can capture fish just as he pleases ; for 
Ihave been told, on very good authority, it is just as likely as not that he has 
chosen the worst place in the lake. 

The great secret of success, peculiar to such places as these, is to obtain suffi- 
cient knowledge to enable the angler to know what parts of the lake the fish are 
most likely to frequent at certain seasons of the year, and the best baits to use. 
For instance, I have seen anglers actually fishing for chub not more than 3ft. 
deep in swift streams on a bitterly cold day in January. This is useless. 

When youhave made the above important discoveries, act accordingly ; and do 
not forget there is nothing affects fish so much as achange of temperature. 
Refrain from asking visitors, who may be (and probably are) as ignorant as 
yourself. Some will tell you one thing, and some another, until you scarcely 
know where to go. 

T once asked old Binckey, of Nottingham, the following question : ‘“‘ Where 
did you catch those beautiful barbel, Binckey ?”” And he replied, “In the hole 
at the flags.” He thought I wasa stranger, but I knew the water as well as he 
did, and I knew no man had ever caught a barbel out of that water. So I 
replied, “ Then youare a better angler than I thought you were.” 

It served me right. Such men do not care to tell everybody where they 
catch their fish. Therefore, I say, refrain from asking visitors. 

When thus in doubt, the proper person to apply to is the keeper, Mr. Rust, 
who is very civil and obliging, and always willing to give strangers information. 

Tea, &c., can be had at the singular-looking structure at the end nearest 
Rainham station, on the opposite side of the lake. 

This water can be fished with a float with much more comfort than Wimble- 
don Park Lake ; and as far as getting well out is concerned, in my opinion the 
Nottingham style would be most effective here. For adescription of this style 
of fishing I must refer you to that most practical work, “ Float-Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style,” by “ The Trent Otter.” 

I say this water can be fished with more comfort than Wimbledon Park Lake : 
1. It is not so shallow near the side. 2. There is no occasion to fish out so far. 
3. The angler has more command over the water. T’o the novice, I would say 
it isa great mistake to suppose fish cannot be taken near the side. It is merely 
a matter of keeping out of sight and being quiet. With such beautiful, grassy 
banks bordering the lake, there should be no difficulty. 

Nearly all the fish taken stret-pegging (see the book mentioned above) in the 
Trent are taken within three or four yards of the side ; oftener three than four. 

In summer time, just before dusk, large chub will come close to the side. They 


gal they are much more likely to get a moth, &c., there thanin the middle of 
e river. 

When rivers are in flood in summer it is well known all fish affect the shores. 
They are on the look-out for food. 

It very often happens in this water bream are dead “‘on” ; then they go off, and 
ronch come “on” ; then nothing but eels will bite. 

Sometimes there are some really beautiful silver-bellied eels to be had in this 
water. JI mean the sharp-nosed, or willow-backed eel, nut the broad-nosed, big- 
headed stationary eels—7.c., eels natives of the lake. I caught a beauty there 
last August, the sharp-nosed. 

The immense number of ‘“ shoe-strings” in the lake are an intolerable nui- 
sance to anglers when using worms for bait. The smaller the eel the larger the 
worm it willdevour. I have caught eels in this place so small that they could 
not get a large lob-wormdown their gullets, and consequently I have pulled 
them out without being touched by the hook. It is positively marvellous how 
some of them swallow such large worms. The common horse-leech is quite a 
bad. I caught one at Keston Ponds summer before last. I do not. mean the 
medicinal leech. In all cases where the hook is swallowed, the eels should be 
dispatched at once with a sharp penknife. There are such excellent swims 
within fishing distance from the side there is no occasion to confine yourself to 
any particular style or spot, as you are almost obliged to do at Wimbledon. Some 
ledger, some float fish with a reel, some float fish with a ‘“ bobbing float” near 
the side without a reel (I caught my eel like this), whilst others prefer roaching 
pure and simple. 

But whichever style you adopt, do not forget the ground-bait; and as this 
water varies in depth from 3ft. to over 30ft., great care should be taken to get 
the right depth. Youcan see how to accomplish this without using a plummet 
ina back number of the Fisuinc GAZETTE, some six or eight weeks ago. If 
you wish to fish a place 30ft. deep with a float, you must use what is termed the 
“ slider float.” The work previously alluded to gives a capital description of this 
style of fishing. There would be no difficulty in using the slider within 
reasonable distance of the side. 

Taking one occasion with another, the two most killing baits are gentles and 
paste ; but paste made from what the cognoscenti call “ town biscuits,” but 
what Mr. Rust terms “arrowroot biscuits,” is the most deadly of any. 

With the exception of eels, the keeper says the fish here seldom take the worm 
well. 

Carefully scrape off all the outside of a couple of biscuits until nothing but 
the white portion remains ; place these in a piece of «clean linen cloth, then 
sprinkle on the biscuits some water, and if they are kneeded to the proper con- 
sistency there is no difficulty in keeping the paste on the hook. Be careful not 
to make it too soft. A friend of mine met an angler at this lake at the latter 
end of last August who had taken close upon twelve dozen of roach and bream, 
and they were nearly all taken with this bait, and it is well known they will take 
this preparation when they will take none other. 

In very hot weather fish caught early in the day should be gutted and put into 
damp grass, or they are liable to turn green and spoil by the evening. I mean 
fish intended to be eaten. 

[have been told that fish taken from here should be put into salt and water 
for three or four hours (some say all night) before being cooked, and this more 
especially applies to bream. It improves the flavour of bream, &c. 

Bream here often bite in a very peculiar manner, sometimes cocking, then 
laying your float flat and wobble it about whilst in the act of sailing away with 
it—‘‘ running,” as it is termed. 

On these occasions, ‘ Ah!” you say to yourself, “I think I have got-you this 
time.” You never made a greater mistake, for you strike (as you think) just 
at the right moment, and in the most artistic manner ; but all to no purpose. 
One theory is, bream will rise upwards with a piece of paste between their lips ; 
so will roach (the bait is not far enough in for you to hit them). They go on 
rising until the weight of the bottom shot is taken off the float, when down she 
goes flat, the bream at this moment being as straight up and down as a yard of 
pump water, when you strike, and you know with what result. Butif your 
bream be boring down on the bait (which they are also very fond of doing), try- 
ing to secure the same with open mouth, they can scarcely be missed. Very good. 
Then pray tell me in what I am wrong ? 

It appears t0 me bream have become so fearfully cunning in waters very 
much fished, that before long they will take as much catching as aldermanic 
roach. 

Ledgering should be carried out with as light a weight as possible—a couple of 
BB, orswan shot, with holes through the centre ; and if a fine Nottingham dace 
line be used, I think two swan shots will be found quite heavy enough. 

You can, by being very careful, throw your ground-bait exactly. where you want 
to fish, because youcan fish so much nearer the side here than in places where the 
water is shallow, and for this reason heavy leads are not required. 


(To be continued, ) 





CURIOUS! 


JOHN MATTHEWS was summoned at the Swansea Police Court for 
salmon poaching in the Lliw River at Pontardulais, but the case was 
dismissed by the magistrates, who gave as their reason that the 
fishing had taken place in private waters, to which the Fisheries Act 
did not apply. 

Are there any salmon streams 
fish are not protected by law ? 
be drawn to this decision. 


SS SS SE 


in England or Wales in whichthe 
Professor Huxley’s attention should 





ILR.H. tum DuKE oF EpINBURGH, K.G., has become a patron of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society. 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All ‘flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually astended to.—(ADVT.) 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Rheumatism and Gout.- These purifying and soothing 
remedies deserve the earnest attention of all persons liable to gout, sciatica, or other painful affections 
of the muscles, nerves, or joints. The Ointment should be applied after the affected parts have been 
patiently fomented with warm water, when the Ointment should be diligently rubbed upon the 
adjacent skin, unless the friction causes pain. Holloway’s Pills should be simultaneously taken to 
diminish pain, reduce inflammation, and purify the blood. This treatment abates the violence, and 
lessens the frequency of gout, rheumatism, and all spasmodie diseases which spring from hereditary 
predisposition, or from any accidental weakness of constitution. The Ointment checks the local 
malady, while the Pills restore vital power. 
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THE LATE MR. GREVILLE FENNELL. 


IN consequence of the portrait not being quite ready, we have to 
hold our notice of Mr, Fennell over to next week, 








SCOTCH FISHING NOTES. 


THE DEE.—In the favourable weather we have experienced during the past five 
or six days ample evidence has not been wanting that already there is an abundance 
of fish on the coast. For hours on end during several days last week fish were here 
and there seen crossing the fords in no stinted number. Though the temperature 
was almost at zero, the river thickly dotted with detached masses of ice and half- 
melted snow, the salmon, nowise daunted, were forcing their way upward. “They 
contrive,” as Sir Thomas Dick Lauder says, “to force their way from the ocean 
through some stormy passages past the ‘Linn’ and through the ‘ Chest,’ a still more 
formidable barrier, to the foot of those terrible cliffs that hang high and stern above 
Be a river.” Not, however, before May do they usually gain the pools at the 

oot of— 
“The grizzly cliffs that guard 
The infant rill of Highland Dee, 
Where huntsman’s horn was never heard, 
Nor bugle of the forest bee.” 


Still, when the spring is comparatively genial they are often got in fair number 
about Balmoral, and between that and the Linn during the month of March. It 
may be mentioned that a number of beats, unlet at the time we last wrote, have now 
found tenants. The rent figure, though in some instances higher than last year, 
exhibits in general a downward tendency. Preparations for the 11th—the “ opening 
day *—are now going ahead briskly; anglers are forwarding their orders to the 
tackle-makers, many of whom are having a real busy time of it. There is a general 
sign of activity and get-ready bustle. Those tackle-makers to whom we were so 
much indebted last year for information regarding flies, fishing, &c., are showing a 
grand variety of excellently-dressed approved patterns ; indeed, some of them display 
a large stock of all the best killing spring patterns without a singleexception. Mr. 
George Smith, Ballater, our valued correspondent there, has both variety and quantity 
of finely-dressed flies for the upper reaches, suitable to all states and sizes of water. 
His favourite and best known killing patterns include the Gordon, Jock Scott, White- 
wing, Grey heron, Black heron, Balmoral, and Gardener. Blacklaws and Son, Kin- 
cardine O’Neil, N.B., the celebrated rod makers, and our correspondents in that 
quarter, havea really first-class collection of spring flies specially suitable for their 
own and the Aboyne district. The Akroyds, Eagles, Gardeners, Glentanars, Gordons, 
and tri-colours they showed us the other day were finely ‘“ got up” and tempting- 
like lures. William Brown, George-street, Aberdeen, the inventor of the Phantom 
Minnow, exhibits a case of beautiful flies, business-like in appearance every one of 
them ; while his Phantoms, so well and widely known, are simply perfection. Milne, 
Stirling-street, Aberdeen, a first-class fly-tyer, whose services hitherto we here 
acknowledge, shows a sized assortment of all the leading patterns. Since last season 
he has added to his collection the following “favourites” of a number of well- 
known and experienced Dee fishermen—viz., the Peacock (which has proved a great 
success), Rintoul, Sir Peter, Roy-dhu, Duncan’s fancy, Caird, Barrister, and the 
model Grey Heron. Anglers wishing further particulars on any point regarding the 
fishing, or desiring to have a description of any of the above-mentioned flies, need not 
hesitate to apply, inclosing a stamp in letter, to “The Editor FisHing GAZETTE.” 
So far as in our power, it is our desire to act gratuitously as ‘guide, philosopher, 
and friend” to anyone coming North, or wishing information on any point 
whatever. Wake 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON'S 
TROUSERS, FISH | NG COATS, 


STOCKINGS, JACKETS, 

WADERS & CAPES, 

sroavas, WATERPROOFS ano sais 

AWARDED ONLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
I, H. E, FOR FISHING GOODS. 


37, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C. 
Freeman's Chlorodyye. 


THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY TRUE 


T IS THE GREAT- 
EST MEDICAL DIS- 








Indiarubber and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 


BREAT REMEDY 











For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


6c It 


‘SAVED BY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me. 
Inafew days I was quite well.’—Extract from 
letter of C, Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s. 8d., 
lls., and 21s. each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C. 





ies COVERY OF THE PRESENT 
CENTURY, and is regarded as 
a boon to mankind. 

It is the best known remedy 
for Coughs, Consumption, 
Whooping Cough, Bronchitis 
and Asthma, 

It effectually checks and arrests those too often 
fatal effects of Diseases, Diphtheria, Diabetes 
Fever, Croup, Ague, &c. 

It acts like a charm in Diarrhcea, and is the only 
known Specific in Cholera and Dysentery. 

It effectually cuts short all attacks of Epilepsy, 
Hysteria, Palpitation, Convulsions and Spasms. 

It is the only palliative in Rheumatism, Gout, 
Peace: Toothache, Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lumbago, 

iC. 

It rapidly relieves pain, from whatever cause, 
allays the irritation of Fever, soothes and 
strengthens the system under exhausting diseases, 
restores the deranged functions, stimulates healthy 
action of the secretions of the body, and gives quiet 
and refreshing sleep, and marvellously prolongs life. 

It may be taken by old and young at all hours 
and times, according to the directions. 

It is extensively used by Medical Men in their 
official and private practice at home and abroad, 
who have given numerous written testimonials of 
its wonderful efficacy. 

Sold by Chemists and Patent Medicine Dealers all 
over the world in bottles, Is. 1}d., 20z. 2s. 9d., 402. 
4s. 6d., half-pints 11s., and pints 20s, each, and by the 
Inventor, RICHARD FREEMAN, 70, Kennington 
Park-road, London, §.@. Free by Post. 

Purchasers are CAUTIONED not to have palmed 
upon them any substitute. See that the Trade 
Mark, “THE ELEPHANT,” is on the wrapper, &c., 
and the words “FREEMAN’S ORIGINAL CHLORO- 
DYNE” are engraved on the Government Stamp— 
which is the only TRUE CHLORODYNE, 


ADs 


“TRADE MARK - 


TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 


Of 8. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
8S. Levenensis, S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 





For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, _ 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tue Forret anv Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life 
field experiences, and original observations in Natura 
History. Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forest anp STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
600 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; l0s. 6d. for six 
months. 


Published by the Forest snp STREAM PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marsron, Szarte, and Rivineton, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 
and all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish, 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, ‘BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt, PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FIsH, 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food isinvaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 











The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS, 

Post Free, 27 stamps. Hight Tunes. Size 734 by 
24 inch. In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 3s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s. each. J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, §.E. 


2s.—_TWO SHILLINGS—2s. 
THE 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED. 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c. 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.O.0. for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B, PILLINGER 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, 8.E. 


ONE SHILLING. 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard. 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Electro- 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome, Each denotes correct 
time, and is warranted for two years. To be pro- 
cured only from the undersigned All orders 
executed by return of post. J. B. PILLINGER, 
140, Blackfriars-read, London, 8.8. 





HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating @ 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Oraven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), p 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 

THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England.” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table d’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng- 

land for winter fishing 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY 


ANNUALLY INCUBATES 


MORE OVA OF SALMON, 
TROUT, & CHAR 


Than the whole of the Canadian Government 
Hatcheries combined, 








Send for Price List to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, 


Devonshire Rivers. 


fj pe cee FLIES (GOOD in 

ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Devon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDIFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. 





ESTABLISHED 1851, 


Be ket oe BAN K.— 
d Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usual 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn. 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free’of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities, 

A Pamphlet, with fall particulars, on application, 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

Mareh 31st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions. 











FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY. 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOOIRTY. 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, en applieation, 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 


Ho. TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 


Jan. 31, 1885.] 
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Cemmunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.O. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d. 
: ine wy part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage, 
3 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 

GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 

Trish Agency—Mr. T, B, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Olonliffe, Dublin. 

American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt ©. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
: Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, B.C. 
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THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY’S BALL. 


IN accordance with previous announcements, this ball took place at 
Willis’s Rooms on Wednesday last, the attendance being both fashion- 
able and numerous. Between two and three hundred members of 
the society and their friends assembled. Dancing commenced at 
nine o’clock to the music of Coote and Tinney’s band, and was kept 
up with great spirit, the M.C.’s and each steward rendering the 
greatest assistamce possible in the introductions. The first part of 
the programme having been accomplished about 11.30, the guests 
assembled in the lower hall, where supper was served and thoroughly 
appreciated. 

During supper, Mr. Fennings rose amidst loud and long-continued 
cheers to say that the ball had proved that the members of the Pis- 
catorial Society were not only anglers—they were fond also of ladies’ 
society and of dancing. It was usual at the weekly meetings to 
drink success to the successful angler—that is to say, he who showed 
a tray of fish on the tables of the society. He did not know what 
success the gentlemen had had in their angling that evening, but, 
although he did not see the tray of fish before him, he trusted there 
had been many successful anglers. The toasts would be limited to 
three, and he called upon Mr. Sachs for the first. Mr. Sachs, whose 
remarks were not perfectly audible at the far end of the room, said 
he had the pleasure of rising to propose the health of the ladies, 
(Loud cheers.) A pair of bright eyes had a great attraction. He had 
had the pleasure of attending Willis’s Rooms for many years, and 
this evening reminded him of his younger days. He proposed “ The 
Health of the Ladies,” coupled with the name of Mr. H. B. Brown. 
Mr. Brown replied, and humorously thanked the gentlemen on behalf 
of the ladies for their kind wishes. Mr. Wheeldon next, in some 
well-chosen remarks, proposed “The Continued Success of the Pis- 
catorial Society,” relating the many happy hours he had spent at the 
rooms of that society, and the vitality which still existed there. For 
nearly fifty years had the society been in existence ; but never till the 
present time had it arrived to its present eminence. He asked all to 
join in the toast he had proposed, which was heartily responded to. 
Mr. Huggett rose to propose a toast which he felt sure would be 
received by them with the utmost enthusiasm. He proposed “The 
Health of Mr. Fennings,” the originator of the first ball of the Pis- 
catorial Society and principal M.C. of the evening. (Loud and long- 

continued cheering.) In having Mr. Fennings for their director they 
had the right man in the right place. At a ball, a musical evening, 
a wedding, or even a christening, Mr. Fennings was unsurpassed. 
They had all seen how he had carried out the duties of the evening, 
and needed no further words from him. He would not detain them 
longer, as he knew the gentlemen, and believed the ladies, had a 
great desire to return to the ball-room. He asked them, therefore, 
to join with him in drinking health and prosperity to Mr. 
Fennings. The health was drank standing with loud cheers. Mr. 
Fennings, in reply, said the ball had been such an unqualified success, 
he hoped to have the pleasure of seeing it repeated next year, 
and many years to G@ome. He thanked all present for their kindness. 
The company therefore rose, and dancing was carried on with great 
spirit until nearly four o’clock, when the first ball of the Piscatorial 
Society was brought to a close, Te-Ebs 





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RICHMOND PISCATORIAL 
SOCIOTY,... - 


WE are glad to see the committee “have again to congratulate the 
members on the continued prosperity of the society.” The number 
of members has increased, and now exceeds a century. It is good 
news to hear they intend to use their influence to improve the 
present disgraceful state of the river Thames below Teddington 
Weir; and also to continue their powerful support of the Thames 
Preservation Society. 


At the suggestion of their vice-chairman, Mr. H. Dickinson, the 
club last year placed in the Thames below Teddington a number of 
fine two-year-old trout, and we understand they intend to repeat the 
experiment this year. The splendid trout which are occasionally 
caught in the tidal portion of the river prove that they will flourish 
there, and in our opinion a little perseverance in experiments like 
this will lead to Thames trout becoming as plentiful below 
Teddington as they are above. The society is fortunate in having 
excellent officers—a better chairman, or one more universally 
respected than Mr. A. J. Little it would be difficult to find. All 
Thames anglers will join with us in wishing continued success to a 
society which is doing such good work in the interests of anglers 
generally. 





AN OLD THAMES ANGLER INTERVIEWED. 
By Gro. M. KeExson. 


‘“ APPROPRIATE your articles without acknowledgment, do they? Well, that is 
a proof, if proof were wanting, that the FisHING GazEeTre has an assured 
position as a first-class periodical, for your American journalist is much too 
‘cute to steal anything that has not the ‘cachet’ of success. What can youdo? 
Nothing but grin and bear it, with the consoling reflection that Brother 
Jonathan thinks the offspring of your brain worthy to be fathered by himself. 
Stay, though ; you might with advantage take a leaf from his own book and 
interview someone. The World, the Pall Mall, the Daily News, and several 
other English periodicals and journals have imported and exploited this 
Transatlantic idea with considerable success, and why not the FIsHine 
GaAzETTE? ‘The Professional Punter ; or, The Baitcatcher at Home ’—there 
you are! There’s a title for you for nothing ; and now,” said my Mentor, 
holding up a formidable abstract, ‘I must investigate a ¢it/e that will be more 
profitable to me, so good day.” 

Thus spoke a shrewd lawyer in Lincoln’s Inn, on whose table the Fisnine 
GAZETTE may sometimes be found peeping out from under the Law Times or 
Solicitor’s Journal with which it has been hastily covered on the approach of a 
client. 

I went away amused, and musing on this strange advice. 

Why not, thought I? But whom shall I interview ? 

It is hardly good enough to go down by rail this weather to spin a yarn with 
a Thames fisherman. 

T had rather spin a dace, or “ wobble” a roach any day. 

This train of thought brought to my memory an old friend who had caught 
his first Thames trout more than forty years ago, and who I[ knew had tried all 
sorts and manner of tackle and every bait under the sun—I might almost have 
said “or under the moon,” for I remember his trying a phosphorescent 
spinning bait after dark years before the luminous paint was invented, and I 
knew he was a dab hand at night fishing for sewin. Indeed, his success in the 
Conway some years ago was so great that some envious pot-hunters—I will not 
say anglers, for no true angler is ever jealous—used to whisper a suggestion that 
he was not entirely ignorant of a certain happy combination of fly and worm ; 
and I have even heard it muttered in an undertone that shortly after he left, 
some flies—if flies they can be; called dressed with white wings tied on bare 
hooks without any pretence of haying bodies—were found behind the chest | 
of drawers in the bedroom he had occupied. 

Of course, J do not believe a word of this ; and as the sponge bag full of moss 
and well-scoured lob-worms Has he not a fayourite thrush at bome, and 
are not birds fond of worms? For my part, I can’t think how people can 
repeat such tales ! 

“Ts Mr. Tracey Ledger at home ?” 

“ He is at home, sir,” said the soft-spoken slavey who opened the door ; ‘“ but 
he has been very ull, and I don’t know whether he can see you or not, but I 
will inquire.” 

While waiting the result of this inquiry, I heard a querulous voice say, 
“ Kelson—oh, bother! Well, you must show him up, I suppose, if you have 
told him I was at home.” 

This speech was translated by the smiling servant: ‘ Master will see you 
with pleasure if you will kindly walk this way.” 

I “walked that way” accordingly, trying to look pleasant, and succeeding as 
well as one generally does under such circumstances. 

There was a looking-glass in the hat-stand, and I cast a furtive glance therein 
as I passed through the hall. Have you ever seen a man issuing from the door 
of a surgeon dentist lighter in guineas and grinders? But no matter! I hurried 
into Ledger’s room. 

There he lay on an invalid couch, with a half-made salmon fly between the 
forefinger and thumb of his left hand, the waxed Gossamer silk being firmly, 
though gently, held between the third and fourth fingers of the same hand, that 
his work might not become loose as he stretched forth his “dexter fin” for me 
to shake. I rushed forward to seize it—perhaps rather more hastily than I 
should have done had I felt more at my ease—and in so doing swept from the 
small table at his side half-a-dozen pair of “ built wings,” wherein the strands 
of feathers for rights and lefts had been carefully assorted and arranged.” This 
did not make matters better ! 

Luckily, Ledger is a first-rate workman, and had manipulated his wings and 
nipped the butts so that most of the strands retained their respective positions, 
notwithstanding the fall ; and with a very little humouring the wings were as 
good as ever. 

Paying him a compliment on this, and admiring the pattern of the fly which 
T rightly guessed to be one of his own, the atmosphere cleared a little, and 
when I had worked round to old times and reminded him of the brilliant stroke 
of gaffing’on his part which had saved a 30-pounder I had hooked in the Usk 
when the line was worn nearly to a thread by an old stump, he became almost 
cheerful, and asked me ‘‘ what I wanted.” 

This took me rather aback, as I had not definitely made up my mind on what 
branch of angling I should try to draw him ; but as there was no time for con- 
sideration I naturally mentioned the subject that first suggested itself to me, and 
told him I wanted to know his opinion about “ striking off the reel.” 

‘*- You don’t want to know anything of the sort,” said he, almost snappishly. 
“ You know as well, and better than I do, that that depends upon a number of 
circumstances, the reel, the water, the nature of the cast, and last, but not 
least, the man who makesit. Neither you nor I, who both strike off the reel as a 
rule, would think of so doing in very long casting in slack water, unless, indeed, 
the salmon took the fly immediately it fell ; nor should we do so in casting across 
asluggish stream into a strong one where the line would of necessity be ina curve. 
And as to the fisherman, you know there are many who only raise the point of the 
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rod and meet the fish without striking, in our sense of the word, at all. This sort 
of stroke would, of course, be useless unless the reel line were firmly checked— 
but what’s the use of telling youall this? What do you really want ?” 

“Well,” said I, rather confused, ‘‘I wanted to get something from you that 
might be of interest to the readers of the Fisu1nc GazeTrE. Now, you know the 
Thames better than most men, having fished it for forty years, I should guess, and 
lived on its banks goodness knows how many out of that number. There isan 
animated discussion now going on as to whether a bait should s;in evenly and 
brilliantly, or whether it should ‘wobble’ slowly. From your pike-fishing ex- 
perience on the Thames, which do you think the most killing mode ?” 

“Why ask me? Idon’t fish on the Thames, ‘TI troll not, neither do I spin. 
The campers-out drove me from my island-home years ago ; and the steam 
launches have since washed me off the river altogether. I remember the time 
when the sight of a single pleasure boat in the course of the day was an event to 
be noticed and commented on. The appearance of the first skiff on the river— 
there were no boats except wherries and punts at that time, at least on the upper 
Thames—caused quite a sensation, exciting the curiosity and ridicule of the 
millers and bargers.” 

“Did yer see that droll sar¢ of a boat go up-along last Friday, master ?” said 
a man at the Free Ferry, at Wargrave, “with a round nose like a parrot’s 
bill ?.” 

There were two Ferries at Wargrave then—one where you had to pay to go 
“ath’ert the river,’ and the other where you didn’t, provided always you had 
first had your “half-a-pint fair and honourable” at a certain small “pub.” at 
the back of “ Crutchfield’s ” wharf, as it then was. 

Dear, dear! Wargrave is all villas, gardens, and steam launches now ! 

“Those were the days for anglers; there was plenty of poaching, and even 
netting at times; but the fish, as a rule, were undisturbed. At that time 
Pennell’s flights were unknown, and even triangular hooks were uncommon. 
A spinning flight usually consisted of four or five single hooks whipped on the 
gimp in a row, one above another, with one or two of them reversed to hold the 
bait better ; but I used never to trouble myself with such tackle, unless, indeed, 
I was spinning for trout. For pike, I used what we called ‘ rollicking tackle.’ 
It consisted of two very large salmon hooks whipped together at an angle of 
about 45 degrees, or rather more. The gimp attached to this double hook was 
passed in at the vent and out of the mouth of a large roach or chub, some 1Ib. in 
weight, or even more. On the gimp was threaded a heavy pipe lead, which was 
pushed down into the belly of the bait ; the bait’s mouth was then sewn up with 
a needle and thread, and all was ready for action.” 

“T see,” said I. ‘“ Like the old-fashioned minnow-spinning tackle for trout ; 
but how the dickens could you cast a bait of that weight?” 

“‘T never thought of casting,” he replied. ‘TI used to trail it behind the boat ; 
but mind you, instead of rowing straight up and down the stream as fishermen 
do nowadays when trailing, I used to tack ‘slantingdicularly ’ across and up the 
stream, so that the bait should travel parallel to the boat in undisturbed water, 
instead of following in the wake of the boat. In fact, it was just like harling 
for salmon, except that I was obliged to work up-stream instead of drifting 
down, the current not being strong enough to spin the bait or even to keep 
it off the bottom if I adopted the Scotch method.” 

“ Ah ! then your bait used to wobble.” . 

“Wobble! It hardly turned over once in two seconds; but it fished deep 
and killed the giants, I can tell you.” 

“Then you prefer the ‘wobble’ to the brilliant ‘spin’?” 

“T don’t say that—each is right in its place. In shallow water or over weeds 
your bait cannot spin toe evenly or too quickly ; but in deep water, free from 
weeds, you cannot fish with too heavy a bait, or spin too deep or too slowly— 
at least, that is my opinion for what it is worth.” 

And here Mr. Ledger gaped so widely, and gave such unmistakeable demon- 
strations of fatigue, that I thanked him and wished him good-bye. 





THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS’ DINNER. 


THE annual seasonable entertainment to the river-keepers in the 
employ of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and those 
fishermen and others who have assisted them during the past year, 
together with the Thames Conservancy keepers and their lock- 
keepers, took place at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, on Friday 
evening, January 23rd, on which occasion Mr. Thomas Spreckley 
presided, with Mr. A. J. Little in the vice-chair. 


Amongst the visitors present were the Mayor of Kingston, the ex-Mayor 
(Mr, A. Nuthall), Messrs, 8. White, T. R. Sachs, H. B. Eyre, W. A. Crump, J. 
Shubrook, H. L. W. Godwin, M. H. Blamey, Coppinger, E. J. Goodacre, J. 
Lodge, C. Forge, G. Lott, W. H. Brougham, James Temple, J. P. Wheeldon, 
G. F. Spencer, C. Manley, Churcher, G. Evans, R. F. Lines, Feidler, Henry 
Little, John Bond, and V. Knapp. 

The men who were entertained consisted of Inspectors Bond and Beck, A. 
Thompson, G. Mires, C. Godfrey, J. Kellow, F. Newberry, George Hone, 
William Milbourne, John Johnson, Charles Hone, Goodwin, G. J. Rough, 
J. Barker, W. Smith, J. Drewe, Palmer Scott, D. Phillips, Richard Smith, 
Hart, and T. Tame, H. Joist and W. Watford being unavoidably absent, but 
will not be forgotten. 

The dinner, which was served up by Mr. Sadler, was one of an exceptionally 
good character, and substantially evinced the desire of the worthy host, as one 
of the oldest members of the Thames Angling Piscatorial Society, to do his 
best on this occasion, and he obtained great praise for it, whilst the waiting was 
all that could be desired. The menu comprised cod-fish, filleted soles, roast 
beef, boiled legs of mutton, roast fowls, roast geese, ham, plum puddings, mince 
pies, and other pastry ; bread, cheess, celery, &c. 

Before prozeeding with the toasts, the chairman read a telegram he had just 
received from Mr. R. B. Marston regretting his inability to be present, but 
promising to contribute a pipe to each of the men, which was loudly applauded. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. H. Brougham) then proceeded, at the request of the 
Chairman, to distribute a handsome box of first-rate tobacco as a present from 
Mr. Spreckley, and this was followed up by the presentation of a briar pipe to 
each of the men, the gift of Mr. H. B. Eyre. The men appeared delighted to 
receive such handsome presents, and with the prospect of Mr. Marston’s in 
addition. 

The Chairman, in giving the loyal toast, referred to the addition of H.R.H. 
the Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., as one of the patrons of the society, in conjunc- 
tion with H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G., the announcement being received 
with great applause. Mr, Spreckley, in giving the toast of the evening, “The 
River-Keepers,” addressed them in his usual happy manner, and bore testimony 
to the efficiency with which they discharged their duties as well as to the good 
stock of fish which the river now contained. G. J. Rough and Alfred Thompson, 


whose names were cou; led with the toast, suitably responded. The next toast 
was “The Thames Angling Preservation Society,” which was given in a practical 
speech by the Mayor of Kingston, coupling with it the name of Mr. T. R. 
Sachs, the oldest member of the Committee. Mr. Sachs, in some very in- 
teresting observations, made an excellent reply, which was well received. The 
ex-Mayor of Kingston (Mr. Alfred Nuthall), in a capital speech, gave “ The 
Chairman,” congratulating him on the great improvement in his healih, and 
hoping he would be long spared to retain his presidential office. The toast was 
drank with musical honours, and effectively responded to by Mr. Spreckley. 
Mr. W. A. Crump gave “ the Visitors,’ coupling with it the names of Mr, 
Coppinger and Mr. 8. White, each of whom replied. Mr. A. J. Little gave 
“The Thames Conservancy,” which was acknowledged by Inspector H. Little. 
Mr. Alfred Thompson, in some kindly remarks, proj osed ‘‘ The Secretary,” to 
which Mr. W. H. Brougham happily responded. There were two or three 
other toasts, the last one being “The Ledies,’ proposed by Mr. James Lodge, 
and replied to by Mr. G. Evans. 

The successful character of the evening was largely enhanced by the feeling 
which arose amonyst the visitors in support of the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society. as no less a sum than thirteen guineas was given as new annual 
subscriptions, and one guinea as a donation. In addition to this, Mr. G. Evans, 
the President of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, intimated that his 
club had agreed to increase the annual subscription from two to five gu neas. 
Some of the visitors bore practical testimony to the increased sport they were 
getting in the grand old river, and commended the society to the support of all 
anglers. 

In the musical selections of the evening, Mr. W. H. Brougham gave an im- 
promptu song to the tune of ‘“ By-and-bye,” introducing the names of all the 


keepers, which was warmly applauded, and he afterwards presented to each one - 


present a printed copy of the words. Mr. Goodwin gave an excellent ditty, 
“Shabby Genteel,” with banjo accompanime it, which was well received. Other 
songs were rendered by the Mayor of Kingston, Messrs. Coppinger, J. P. 
Wheeldon, H. Little, G. Bvans, G. T. Rough, Alfred Thompson, T. Tame, and 
others of the keepers. Mr. Churcher gave a recitation which occasioned great 
amusement. 

The whole thing was a substantial success—the gathering was one of the 
largest, and the dinner was one of the best. The toast of “ Mr. C. Sadler, the 
Host,” which was given by Mr. Alfred Nuthall, ex-Mayor of Kingston, secured 
a most hearty response ; and Mr. Sadler, in replying, got quitean ovation. The 
occasion will long be remembered with pleasure by all who were present. 





PIKE SLAUGHTER. 
By “J. C.F.” 





Ir was a pitch-dark December morning. After a hurried breakfast by candles 
light, I started with that invaluable helpmate and “king fisherman,” Harry 
Wilder, to try my luck on some jack who had been demolishing all my friend’s 
young ducks during the previous summer, and the year before had been likewise 
regaling themselves on the same dainty dish. My friend did not think any of 
the vermin were very large, and the keeper could not say, though men about the 
premises fancied there were some fish of a good size. 

Larrived at my fishing ground—or rather, water—at eight o’clock, the weather 
warm, a fresh breeze blowing, and the sky overcast. In ten minutes the tackle 
was ready ;a pretty Thames dace, of which Wilder had brought fifty, was taken 
from the can and duly despatched prior to his being impaled on the flight of 
hooks ready for spinning, and, of course, spat upon for luck, as is usual by all 
well-regulated minded fishermen, not to say superstitious ones, when I had 
my first throw. In an instant the bait was seized, and a nice three-pounder 
landed. Two throws more with the same bait and another same-sized 
gentleman came into the net, and so it went on. Every few throws a fish 
was hooked, the net under him, and he is quickly off the flight and into the 
well of the punt, as could only be accomplished by such a dexterous hand at 
the work as Wilder. Several times the same bait served to catch two fish. 
A ludicrous part of the amusement was the attempts on the part of Wilder to 
fill his necessary pipe, and when filled, to light it—it could not be managed, the 
fish were evidently madly on the feed. The well of the punt got so full I did 
not know where to put the beasts ; there was no time to kill them. At last 
twelve o’clock struck, the baits were all gone, and what with laughing, working, 
and a feeling of hunger, both Wilder and myself were glad to give up. The 
last four throws I hid landed three fish. 

Now came the job of counting them. We had not an idea how many there 
were ; but this we knew, I had lost eight—three from breakage of tackle (as I 
always fish fine, even for jack), the rest greatly from carelessness induced by 
the extraordinary luck of the day. 

On jumping ashore, Harry commenced the work of counting, and like the 
sacks of a coal-cart, one by one, he went on and on, until he numbered 61 as 
the result of three hours and fifty minutes’ fishing, and eight lost. The previous 
February I landed 37 in four hours, and Wilder states that he once caught 51 in 


eight hours; but anything approaching the above-named number he never — 


knew nor heard of, nor had accomplished himself. ; 





THE SOUTH OF IRELAND. 


On the 25th inst. it rained incessantly throughout the day, and on the 26th we 
had a splendid flood, which enabled the ascending fish to forge ahead to the 
upper waters. During the last few days there was an uninterrupted run of 
spring salmon, and despite what might have been said previously on the subject, 
there can be no doubt that the spring fish only commenced to run on the Lee 
during the last fortnight in anything like quantities. The poaching in the tidal 
Way was very extensive ; in fact, during the last week there has been a large 
export of spring salmon to the London markets. 
of the 25th inst., discovered a parcel of twelve salmon stowed away in the night 
mail train, and on the 26th he made another seizure. I was taking a ramble 
the other day up the river, and as I approached the Ballincollig weir, I saw a poacher 
gaff a fine spring salmon as it was running up the rough water. 
person who accompanied him'ran off with their prize, and succeeded in baffling me 
in my pursuit, At the time of this daring act of poaching one of the bailiffs 
was standing on the opposite side of the weir, but he was powerless. It was 
during the temporary absence of the second bailiff that this flagrant and open 
violation of the fishery laws took place. It will give an idea of the difficulties 
experienced by the Fishery Conservators in protecting the river. I remained 
during an hour on the weir, and saw the spring salmon pass up. The season 
opens on Feb, Ist, and if the waters continue high until then, some excellent 
sport will be had on the opening days. 


He and another 


The inspector, on the night — 
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THE LATE JOHN GREVILLE FENNELL. 


By R. B. MARSTON. 


JOHN GREVILLE FENNELL, the “Greville F.” of angling literature, 
was born on the 9th of January, 1809, on the sea when crossing from 
Treland to England ; he died at Henley-on-Thames on the morning 
of Tuesday, January 7, 1885. 

Thad the pleasure of making Mr. Fennell’s acquaintance some 
years ago, and have had a good deal of correspondence with him, 
chiefly about matters connected with angling and art. Under the 
nom de plume of “Creel” he has written a good deal for me. Iam 
indebted to his daughters for some notes about his life ; but, as he 
often used to say, as he got on in years he saw his friends gradually 
die off, and I have had some difficulty in getting what few particulars 
are given here. 

He commenced his career as an artist by gaining the silver medal offered by 
the Duke of Sussex for a drawing of Hercules. He was a student at Finden’s 
with Hablot K. Browne (“Phiz”),and when I called on him a few years back he 
showed me some of “ Phiz’s ” original sketches. When I got to his house it was 
about 8 o’clock, and I was surprised to find he had gone to bed—he was not very 
well at that time ; however, he insisted on getting up, and we had a long chat 
about angling and other matters. 

Iremember how much amused I was at his description of the proceedings of 
the members of a Society for the Suppression (or Investigation, I forget which) 
of Ghosts and Haunted Houses, of which he was one of the most active mem- 
bers, and advised him to do a paper on the subject for one of the magazines. It 
seems this curious society really did exist; it had its headquarters in the 
Temple, and members were sent to sleep in haunted chambers to investigate 
strange noises and appearances. In one case 
Mr. Fennell related to me how, after days and 
nights of watching, he discovered the reason 
for unearthly sounds which were to be heard 
every night in summer-time close to a foot- 
bridge over a small stream near Enfield or 
Barnet. Rather than cross this bridge the 
country people preferred to make a detour of 
amile or more. Mr. F. found that at some 
time or other part of the supports of the bridge 
had been made of the staves of a barrel ; these 
had been regularly tarred on one side, the sun 
caused them to expand, and at dusk, when the 
air grew colder, they contracted and produced 
the most weird sounds imaginable. 

In his younger days Mr. Fennell excelled in 
painting scenes of a comic and humorous 
nature, which were eagerly bought up in 
America ; but he preferred landscape painting. 
As an artist he was of late years somewhat 
careless, doubtless the result of illness; and 
while many of his paintings are charming 
studies, others are hardly to be distinguished 
as by the samehand. One of his most popular 
paintings, ‘‘ Persuasion better than Force,” was 
dedicated to the Society for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, and reproduced as a 
coloured photograph by Ackermann. Mr. 
Fennell illustrated the Tournament at Egling- 
ton Castle for the Illustrated London News. 

He was full of anecdotes of his earlier life 
and the men he had known well and been asso- 
ciated with, among whom were Charles Dickens, 
Thackeray, Dr. Charles Mackay, Henry Rus- 
sell, Nieman, Harrison Ainsworth, Douglas 
Jerrold, Leech, “Phiz,” Thomas Allom the 
architect, Henry Otley the art critic, &. He 
was a Freemason, though latterly he had ne- 
glected to keep up his connection closely with 
that body. He was a man full of original 
ideas; he was always proposing some grand 
scheme to me which would double the sale of 
the Gazerrs, or what did I think of a grand exhibition of chromo-lithographs 
of all countries. Then he sent an enormous manuscript on Beer, which had, he 
told me, taken twenty years to put together ; in fact, judging from what I saw 
of him in his last years, I am sure his must have been an exceptionally vigorous 
and enthusiastic nature before troubles, illness, and age began to tell upon him. 
Even to the last he was cheerful, and told the doctor he knew his time had 
come, and that though he was an old man he had lived every day of his life. 
No artist or angler friend, whether rich or poor, ever asked him for assistance in 
vain, and no one who knew Greville Fennell will think of him otherwise than as 
a genuine and kind-hearted genial friend. 

Anglers who knew him only from his writings know that few possessed more 
knowledge and experience, or could put it more gracefully and well before the 
reader ; in fact, as the World said last week, “‘ Fennell always wrote like a 
gentleman.” For over a quarter of a century he was a constant contributor to 
the Field ; he also wrote for this paper, for Land and Water, the Sporting Life, 
Bell's Life, All ithe Year Round, Chambers’ Journal, the Queen, the Bazaar, the 
Norwich Argus, &e. He was the author of “The Rail and the Rod,” an invalu- 
able work describing minutely from personal observation all the fishing places 
within sixty or eighty miles of London on the different lines of railway. The 
first part was published in 1867, and it took about three years to complete the 
six. Number four was dedicated to his old artist friend, Rolfe—‘Our Fish 
Painter,” as he calls him. The six parts were published in two volumes by Mr. 
H. Cox at the Field office, but I fancy all the parts and volumes have long been 
out of print. Second-hand copies are to be met with now and then, and I 
strongly advise anglers to secure a copy if they can, for it is a perfect model of 
whatsuch a guide should be—full of excellent practical descriptions, hung 
together with descriptive and anecdotal writing, bits of folk lore, archzology, 
&ce, Number six was dedicated to Dr. Norman, of Great Yarmouth, formerly 
under the name of “Esox Lucius,” a frequent contributor to the Fisnine 
GAZETTE. 

He wrote on all kinds of fishing subjects for me—one of the last I remember 
was to have been about herrings. He had asked me if I would like to publish a 
few recipes for cooking herrings, and I said I would ; but I had contemplated 
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one half-dozen or so, instead of which they began to come in dozens by every 
post. 

“The Book of the Roach,” by Greville Fennell, is still in print. It is too 
well known to my readers to need much notice here ; I can only say that I have 
ajeeys found it a most valuable and pleasant guide to the delightful art of roach 

shing. 

The angling portion of Dickens’s “ Dictionary of the Thames” was written 
by Mr. Fennell, and, if I am not mistaken, for many years he contributed a 
great deal of information to that most useful work, “The Angler’s Diary and 
Guide to Fishing Stations all Over the World.” In fact, he was never so happy 
as when near a river, and in a preface to one of the parts of ‘“ The Rail and the 
Rod,” modestly attributes the success of that work not to what was its un- 
doubted cause—viz., its practical value—but because— 


“Tt is simply that these works contain just a sufficient spice of the roving, 
rambling, not to say “ vagabondising,” spirit so innate in, and so loved by, English- 
men. They remind the boy of what he has done and what he would like to do 
again, and they recall passages in the life, and places in the memory, of the man en- 
deared to him by early associations, divested of all the little troubles and anxieties of 
this world. To read of rivers is, moreover, next to following their sinuous and lovely 
course, and, above all, that sport which they afford is free from a taint of any of 
those special leprosies which almost every other human pursuit appears in turn to 
be fated to endure, and—may God keep it so!” 


Mr. T. R. Sachs, who knew him well, informs me that he often fished with 
him, and that either in casting or spinning he never saw any angler equal to 
Greville F. “It was a sight to see him fish for pike.” Fishing together in that 
portion of the Stour belonging to Sir Ivor Guest, on one occasion they took 
2cwt. of pike in two days, the largest 18lb. 

Another old friend of his, Mr. P. Geen, tells me—‘“TI held a very high opinion 
of his talents and advice ; I knew him to be generous to a fault ; he could never 
say ‘No’ to any appeal. I think that few, if any, excepting Mr. Francis 
Francis, have such a store of sound practical knowledge as he had. When in 
good form he was full of fun, wit, and anec- 
dote which the best of memories enabled him 
to produce at will.” 

The best photograph I could find was lent 
me by one of his daughters. It is an old faded 
carte de visite taken at Margate, and the en- 
graver has made a better copy of it than I ex- 
pected, though it is not half so good as I should 
have liked to have given of my old friend. 





ANNUAL DINNER OF THE FRIENDLY 
ANGLERS. 


Tue Forty-third Annual Dinner of this 
society was held in the Queen’s Salon at the 
Holborn Restaurant on Wednesday last. The 
chair on this occasion was occupied by Mr. R. 
A. Hoblyn, and the vice-chair by Mr. OC. H. 
Woodall. There was a very large attendance of 
members and friends, including Messrs. Victor 
Emanuel, R. L. Pugh, Thomas Cliff, George 
Evans, R. F. Lines, C. M. Le Good, George 
Gillatt, Thomas Gillatt, W. H. Brougham, J. 
P. Wheeldon, J. Bloxam, H. Hassell, John 
Smart, C. Gifford, Mitchell, Grant, Newsom, 
Batson, Page, Hart, Taylor, Hawkins, Howard, 
F. Berry, N. Henderson, Bayfield, and W. T. 
King. An excellent dinner was placed upon 
the table, and gave immense satisfaction. The 
first toast, ‘‘ The Queen,” was given with great 
acclamation, and then followed that of ‘ The 
Army, Navy, and Reserved Forces,” when 
allusion was made to the British victory re- 
ported in the evening papers. Mr. Blackford, 
of the Queen’s Westminster, replied. The 
next was the toast of the evening, “ Success 
to the Friendly Anglers,” in proposing which 
the chairman said it was desirable to state the 
reasons why the society had departed from 
their regular custom of dining in the c’ub- 
room and coming to the Holborn Restaur- 
ant. It was not out of any want of respect 
to the worthy host, Mr. King, who had always treated them well; but it was 
found, from the growing importance of the society, the room was much too 
small, and there was good proof that evening how the change was appreciated 
by so large an attendance. He was certain from the admirable manner in 
which the dinner had been served up, and the attention they had received, 
it might be termed the inaugural dinner at the Holborn Restaurant, and he 
would venture to predict that another year the attendance would be doubled. 
He then briefly referred to the financial success and general prosperity of the 
society, and to the satisfactory results in angling by the members last year, 
the gross weight having been 2,800lb., which was considerably in advance of 
the previous year. Not only had some fine specimens of fish been added to the 
museum, but some of the members had made some brilliant achievements, Mr. 
Gifford alone having taken 3621b. weight of roach, and in this quantity 144 of 
the fish weighed 1lb. each. Mr. Palmer had also weighed in 340Ib. of fish, 
including a Thames trout of 12lb. Mr. Nickinson had taken a handsome Thames 
trout of 13lb. Mr. Pugh had made some fine shows of fish, including a large 
jack ; there was alsoa bream of 731b.,a roach of 1b. 1440z., and a dace of 13$0z. 
The toast having been drank with great applause, Mr. C. M. Le Good, the re- 
spected honorary secretary, who had held that office for nearly a quarter of a 
century, then read out the list of prize winners of last year as follows :—Mr. 
Palmer, prizes to the amount of thirteen guineds ; Mr. Nickinson, the same 
amount; Mr. R. L. Pugh, £11 Os. 6d.; Mr. Griffin, £7 7s.; Mr. Gifford, 
£5 15s. 6d. ; Mr. Batson, £55s.; Mr. Hunt, £4 14s. 6d.; Mr. Howard and Mr. 
Hawkins, £4 4s. each ; Mr. Stevens, £3 3s.; Mr. Newsom, £2 2s. ; Mr. Calcutt, 
£1 11s. 6d.; Mr. Barwell, £2 12s. 6d.; Mr. Allard and Mr. Woodall, £1 1s. 
each ; and Mr. Freeman, 10s.6d. The total amount of prizes won was £83 9s. 6d. 
Mr. Le Good then stated the club had arranged that the prizes usually sub- 
scribed at the annual dinner should not be done on those occasions, as interfer- 
ing with the enjoyment of the evening. A goodly number had already been 
sent in, and if there were any present who wished to give prizes he would be 
glad to receive their names. This remark was promptly responded to by Mr. 
Victor Emanuel, who offered five guineas for the best specimen in fly-fishing, 
and a similar amount for the best specimen caught in bottom-fishing. Then 
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followed two guineas from Mr. Gifford, two guineas from Mr. C. Hoblyn, and 
other large amounts were being offered by others when the chairman puta stop 
to the movement by remarking they were departing from the rule of the 
society, and occupying time which should be devoted in another way, and he had no 
doubt those who were ready to give would send in their names to Mr. Le Good. 
The other toasts were “The Press,” ‘The Chairman,” “ The Visitors,” “The 
Officers,” and “The Stewards.” The evening was mostly devoted to harmony, 
Mr. Henderson admirably executing a solo on the violin, and the chairman one 
on the pianoforte. There was some capital singing by members and friends, 
and one of the most pleasant evenings spent by the Friendly Anglers was kept 
up until a late hour. 








TROUT FISHING NEAR LONDON. 
THE DARENTH. 


By “LIGHT Cast.” 


My blackbird, piping his early note, reminds me that the time is 
approaching when an overhaul of rods, tackle, and flies becomes an 
absolute duty, for the season trout fishing being close at hand. Let 
me, then, address myself, not particularly to those who have time 
and means to enjoy the poetry of angling, but more especially to the 
hard-worked sons of toil, shut up in the modern Babylon, panting 
for the grassy bank and the murmuring stream, dotted here and there 
with little circlets which tell of the whereabouts of some lusty trout 
—to those who have been breathing the thick atmosphere of yellow 
fog, and who see the stars about once a month through the heavy 
pall of vapour which hangs over our thoroughfares ; for I dare 
aver that amongst thousands of these, there beats the heart of an 
honest, true lover of fly-fishing, whose means and occupation 
prevent his indulging in what to him comes only in his dreams, 


Before, however, commencing my task, I must warn my readers that many of 
the streams I am about to mention are strictly preserved, and the angler will 
find a certain amount of difficulty in obtaining permission. This difficulty has 
arisen, not from any selfish motives on the part of the proprietors, but 
in consequence of the advantage that has been taken when leave has been 
granted. Let me then mention a few golden rules to be observed, which, if 
they were always carried out in their integrity, would induce the proprietors of 
trout fishing to be more liberal than they are :— 

1st. Ascertain from the keeper the limits of the water, and if the proprietor 
reserves any portion for himself. 

2nd. Never fish with anything except what is authorised by the proprietor. 

3rd, Return all small fish or fish below the size proscribed carefully to the 
water, or any that are in bad condition. 

4th. Be careful to shut gates after you, and avoid breaking down fences or 
injuring trees or shrubs if your fly gets hung up. 

oth. Don’t fish more than an hour after sunset, and do.not fish at all at this 
time unless you've had a bad day. 

6th. If you see the proprietor or his friends fishing, avoid going near them ; 
do not wade so as to discolour the water ; do not throw stones at the ducks or 
swans ; avoid eating your luncheon opposite the drawing-room windows ; and 
don’t litter the ground should you happen to be fishing opposite the house with 
bits of newspaper. 

Jt is the indulgence of such practices that compels the proprietors of trout 
fishings to close their water except to a favoured few. I do not for one moment 
say that the proprietors of trout fishing, especially in the neighbourhood of 
London, should give leave to everyone that asks; but I do say that if people 
who obtain such privileges would behave more like sportsmen, and less like 
snobs, I fancy leave to fish would be far more readily granted than it is. 

The rivers affording trout fishing within easy reach of London, although well 
stocked, are by no means so easily fished, and many a disappointed angler 
returns with an empty basket, although forced to confess he has seen plenty of 
fish. The factis that most of these streams flow through an alluvial soil, thus 
affording an immense amount, not only of surface, but other food which trout 
delight in, and hence require exceptional knowledge, patience, and very fine fishing. 
The beds of these rivers being full of long, swaying banks of weeds, many a good 
fish gets away unless great care and dexterity is used in the handling, although 
there are, of course, many open portions ; but if you want to battle with the 
weighty fish, you must go to those portions of the stream that afford shelter, 
where they can lie, securely hidden, in wait for their prey. 

In fishing such streams, I always use a double-handed rod. My reasons for 
doing so are that I am able to stand further away from the bank, and so 
command the water without unnecessarily exposing myself ; besides, the length 
of rod enables me to keep my line out of the tangles, long grass, and what not 
growing on it. In addition, I have more command over my fish, and so prevent 
him from winding my casting-line round the tail of a bank of weedsas he makes 
his rush. I use the very finest gut I can procure, and never fish with more 
than one fly, except where the water is very open, and then never more than two ; 
these I sometimes dress on single hair. Whilst on the subject of flies, I may add 
that the patterns I give, the reader may depend are killing ones, provided they are 
properly made, and he knows how and when to use them, My landing-net is 
carefully stained, otherwise it would bleach white in the sun, and many a good 
fish is lost by putting a white net close to him whilst he has had one roll left. 
My basket is also stained, and the fittings of my rod and winch bronzed so that 
no glint of sunlight shall throw a bright shadow or a strong colour between 
sky and water. 

And, now, before commencing, let me recommend my brother anglers never to 
refuse a fly toanyone ; if you are killing, tell the unsuccessful one what with, and if 
he has 1t not, give it to him if it be your last. Let your fly-box, your flask, your 
tobacco-pouch, and your sandwich-box be-accessible to everyone, and I wish you 
all success and right good sport. 

The first river I shall choose for description is the Darenth. It is one of the 
most beautiful trout streams in the neighbourhood of London ; it flows through 
one of the many lovely valleys of the county of Kent, and is easily fished, 
leaving town in the morning and returning same day. Very much of it used to be 
preserved ; yet some is still to be had by paying—notably the water 
belonging to the Red Lion Inn at Farningham, where moderately cheap and 
comfortable quarters used to be found. The last time I fished the Darenth I 
stayed at the Red Lion, and I had the advantage of a day’s leave on the 
Lullingstone water which adjoins; leave could also be obtained on the water 
above the mill, which I understand is now added to the hotel water. 
My first day I of course devoted to Lullingstone, and a capital day 
Thad. Such a day, as far as the weather was concerned, as the fly-fisherman 


prays for, but seldom gets—an April day, alternately bright and cloudy, with 
light showers, the wind W.S.W., and the river very full. I got down to the 
water about nine o’clock and found the trout rising by fits and starts, as they 
usually do at this season of the year ; one moment the stream would be covered 
with dimples, the next not a stir anywhere. The iron-blue dun was coming 
down very thickly, the fresh-born ephemera dropping by thousands on to the 
water. Seeing this, I put up a small iron-blue dun for the tail fly, and the 
water being open, a small hare’s ear dun as a dropper. 

The Iron-blue Dun.—Body, blueish-black mole’s fur ; legs, two turns of a 
blueish-black hen’s hackle; wingsfrom the dark-blue feather of the house swallow; 
tail, two strands of a black hackle ; hook, No. 0, sneck bend, Hutchinson’s ; 
wings to be dressed upright, and the fly to be tied with light lead-coloured silk. 

The Small Hare's Ear Dun.—Body, fur from the tip and the outside edge of 
the hare’s ear, cut up with scissors and well mixed together ; wings, light 
woodcock’s tail feather ; hook, No. 8, sneck bend, Hutchinson’s, tied with 
yellow silk ; tail, two fibres of a ginger hackle. 

I fished up the first stream without even a rise. This was for a moment 
incomprehensible, as the fish were rising all round ; but the enigma was quickly 
solved. I had got to a bank of sedges, when fluttering out of the middle of 
them lumbered a large fly. It dropped on to the water and was immediately 
seized. I caught one in my landing net, and found it to be the sedge fly. 

The Sedge I’'ly.—Body, greenish-yellow mohair ; legs, three turns of a ginger 
hackle ; wings, landrail’s wing feather; hook, No. 3, sneck bend ; the fly to be 
tied with orange silk. 

With this imitation I killed 8} brace of trout, one of them weighing just 2lb., 
and the others varying from 131b. down to $lb., the latter being the hmit. Next 
day I fished the water belonging to the Inn. Jt is, or rather was, restricted to 
two meadows, is very hard to fish, and full of weeds ; yet it holds some good fish, 
and there being fewer of them, they are in better condition and heavier than other 
portions of the stream where the numbers consume the food. To the hard- 
working, patient angler this water should yield a couple of brace, and if he be 
an artist, these four fish will afford more contentment than fourscore, for they 
want catching. The water above the bridge at Farningham is also good, and on 
this occasion I took 3} brace out, one a beauty of 2jlb. There is a very killing 


fly on this river, and, indeed, on any rivers near London, and of which I believe ~ 


I am the inventor—at least, I perceive it is nearly 30 years ago since I made the 
first one. I christened it the ‘ Artful Dodger,” which title has, I believe, been 
given to many other patterns. This is mine :— 

The Artful Dodger.—Body, dark-green worsted ; legs, a ginger hackle, struck 
from bend to end ; tail, two strands of a hen pheasant’s wing feather ; wings 
from a hen pheasant’s wingifeather. This fly to be tipped with gold tinsel, and 
tied with olive silk on a No. 1 sneck bend hook. 

I have also used the alder fly very successfully on the Darenth, especially 
towards evening. 

The Alder Fly.—Over an orange floss silk body strike a bronze peacock herl, 
showing the silk through, and leaving a portion at the tail; legs, three turns of 
a landrail’s hackle ; wings from wing feather of the Bustard, being careful to 
pick out the shade, which should be light, and not too much mottled ; the wings 
to be dressed flat, and the fly to be tied with brown silk on a No, 4 sneck bend 
hook. 

I would here remark that the alder on small streams is a large, heavy fly, 
whilst on large rivers it is much smaller. 

The above flies I have given can, of course, be dressed on Limerick hooks 
according to fancy, always remembering the sizes must correspond as the 
sneck bend numbers are different. 

Most portions of the Darenth are reached by the London, Chatham, and Dover 


Railway from Victoria, and if the river has had some fresh stock put into it, and 


the mill owners have been careful, there should be good sport this year, 
especially in the neighbourhood of Farningham. 


™ These and other patterns hereafter to be mentioned can be obtained from” 


Messrs. Bernard and Son, Church-place, Piccadilly, or of any fishing-tackle 
maker who will take care to follow out my directions implicitly. 


(To be continued.) 





EELS TRAVELLING OVERLAND, 


“TE eel (says Mr. Jesse in his ‘Gleanings in Natural History’) is evidently a 
link between the fish and the serpent ; but, unlike the former, it can exist a long 
time out of water, which its nocturnal migrations prove, though probably 
a certain degree of moisture on the grass is necessary to enable it to do this. 
That they do wander from one place to another is evident. I haye been 
informed upon the authority of a nobleman well known for his attachment to 
field sports, that if an eel is found on land, its head is invariably turned towards 
the sea, for which it is always observed to make in the most direct line possible. 
If this information is correct (and there seems no reason to doubt it), it shows 
that the eel, like the swallow, is possessed of strong migratory instinct. An 
annual migration of young eels takes place in the river Thames in the month of 
May ; and they have generally made their appearance at Kingston on their way 
upwards about the second week in that month. These young eels are about 2in. 
in length, and they make their approach in one regular and undeyiating column 
of about 5in. in breadth, and as thick together as it is possible for them to be. 
As this overland procession of eels generally lasts two or three days, and as they 
appear to move at the rate of nearly two miles and a half an hour, some idea 
may be formed of their enormous number.” 

N.B.—No matter in what position you place an eel, it always makes to the 
water. Does this not look like knowledge gathered from past experience ? _ ; 

Mark ANTONY. 





FLATS AS RESIDENCES.—Architecture of all kinds is keeping pace with these 
high-pressure times. It is, indeed, high time that some sort of legislation should 
take place which will place at the disposal of the modern citizen some sort of residence 
avoiding, on the one hand, the expense and trouble of a house, and, on the other, 
the extortionate demands and impertinence of some lodging-house keepers. In 
America, French flats are, from their practicability, convenience, and cheapness, in 
general demand, and are built to suit the means of all classes of the community. 
Here, in the metropolis of the world, the building of flats has been confined to suit 
the wants of the rich. Now, however, we have a new departure, and comfortable, 
airy flats, with every modern convenience, including hot water, bathroom, electric 
bells, &c., are at the disposal of people with moderate means. In the neighbourhood 
of Bayswater especially this wise system is being developed, a bright example of 
which can be obtained by paying a visit to Clydesdale Mansions, Colville-square, 
where, for from £65 to £100 per annum, one can live in princely fashion, and sur- 
rounded by every comfort. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. AJl flies 


dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Plies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) ; 


Se 


A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove- 


{ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


FLY v. WORM FOR SALMON. 


Sir,—If “Silver Doctor” will kindly read the paragraph preceding the one of 
mine which he quoted last week from No.7 “Odds and Ends,” I am sure he would 
“understand ” my sentiments upon the above subject. 7 

In that article (20th Dec.) I asked :—* Why should we have to skip over mag- 
nificent stretches of water where the fly is absolutely useless?” There are many 
other arguments, but I hope that was, at least, a sensible question. 

Salmon anglers are aware there are numerous stretches of deep, still water in 
almost every river (some overshaded with trees or out of reach, or even some well 
within reach) that cannot be jished at all with a fly, and many being just the very 
places for a prawn or a worm. : 

I was very particular in stating that such baits as these, and “all kinds of spinning 
baits,” should never be permitted in our named catches; in fact, my words, if I re- 
member rightly, were that such a foolish idea would never enter our heads. 

In further reply to “Silver Doctor,” I beg to suggest that the various committees 
of associations who legislate for their own districts should be the judges, and direct 
where prawns and worms might be used. But if, as your thoughtful correspondent 
asserts, “there are members who would not scruple to take advantage,”—which is, I 
take it, that there are some, in his opinion, who would use improper tackle and fish 
unfairly—I can only say that the members of most committees would be sure to know 
of any such likelihood, and would provide accordingly. 

I maintain, first, that if such people really exist they would be up to “their little 
games” anywhere, whatever the local laws may be, unless the water was properly 
looked after and protected by the bailiffs ; and, secondly, that, if the rule allowing 
prawns and worms were made, the enormous majority of gentlemen would have the 
same respect for such concession, and would assuredly regard it in just the same 
careful manner as they do the existing regulations —I am, &c., Gro, M, KELson, 





SPINNING FLIGHTS. 


Sir,—Your correspondent, “Light Cast,” although he has been good enough to 
describe my recent article on Spinning in your columns as “interesting,” does not 
appear to have read it. He speaks of my method requiring “a needle and thread ” 
to “sew” on the bait. There is not the faintest suggestion of the kind in my 
article. 

In reply to “ Swivel,” who, I am glad to see, agrees with my opinion as to the dis- 
inclination of large pike to follow after a small bait moving rapidly away, I may 
mention that I formerly tried all sorts of experiments with copper wire, single and 
twisted, of various patterns and sizes, but without finding that I could practically 
utilise it in spinning tackle. In the last few weeks, however, Mr. Farlow has 
shown me some specially-wrought twisted wire, the toughness and strength of 
which is so great that I think it might very well be used for the upper parts 
of spinning traces—I mean that part of the trace between the lead and the 
reel-line, 

Iam pleased to notice the success which your correspondent, Mr. John T. Harris, 
describes himself as having had with my spinning flights. His record of twenty- 
four fish in succession without a loss, beats anything that I think I ever remember 
to have seen or heard of. I cannot help thinking that the “ workman” must have 
had as much to do with the result as the “ tools,”—I am, &c., 

H. CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 


THE PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO MR, SPRECKLEY. 


S1r,—My attention has been directed to the letter of Mr. Geen in the-FISHING 
Gazette of last Saturday, in reference to some testimonial proposed to be got up 
amongst the angling clubs of London, in recognition of my work in connection with 
the Thames, I am, therefore, desirous of taking the earliest opportunity of stating 
that, whilst feeling most grateful to those gentlemen who have taken part in it, I 
must decline to accept any personal testimonial, as I consider the only perfect and 
desirable recognition of what I have done would be a more extensive support from 
the angling clubs to the society of which I am president.—I am, &c., 

13, Cannon-street, E.C. THOS, SPRECKLEY, 


[We regret extremely that Mr. Spreckley declines this testimonial, which, 
there is substantial evidence to show, would have been enthusiastically supported by 
the great majority of the London angling clubs. Especially do we regret it, as it 
had been suggested that this testimonial should take the form of a handsome sum of 
money, to be placed at Mr. Spreckley’s disposal for the benefit of the T.A.P.S. or the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society, or both, as he might choose. We, as well as others 
who were stirring in this matter, thought that there could be no better way than 
this of getting funds, and at the same time paying a compliment to Mr. Spreckley 
of a far more lasting and valuable nature than a complimentary dinner.—ED. ] 








FISHING NEAR LIVERPOOL. 


Sir,—Kindly forward “G. L.” the inclosed card of “fishing places in the 
neighbourhood of Liverpool,’ got up by myself for the information of the 
general body of anglers here. “G.L.” will be lucky indeed if he can rent either 
trout or pike fishing of any good within anything like a reasonable distance of 
this city, for we have scoured the whole country for fifty miles round, and have 
offered as high as £50 per annum for suitable water, but have failed to secure 
any. The fact is, the area of accessible fishing water is narrowing greatly every 
year. We (the Liverpool Angling Association) are beginning to think that our 
only chance of procuring good fishing (say, within half-an-hour of us) is to secure a 
low-lying piece of land near to some nice, fresh running brook, embank where 
necessary to secure a fair depth, flood it with water, and stock it. If the Earl of 
Sefton could be induced to let us have one of the meadows (already banked in) by 
the side of the Alt at a fair rental, we would and could soon make a good fishing 
resort. These meadows are easily flooded, especially at Sefton, and, in fact, are so 
in wet weather, and done so purposely in the skating season. 

I shall be glad to give every information to anyone as to the fishing within fifty 
miles who will address me at the Club-house, Canton Hotel, 14, Victoria-street, 
Liverpool. Rp. WooLFALL, Hon, Sec, 

Liverpool, Jan. 28, 


SPARE LINES, &c. 


Srr,—As to the value of having a well-soaked spare cast ready for use in case of 
accident is well recognised by all who use Gossamer gut and fish with fur and 
feathers, permit me to givea hint for keeping lines wet without encumbering oneself 
with boxes. I always place my casts in wet flannel and carry them in a flat rubber 
tobacco pouch, which is light, and occupies no space in the pocket. A piece of stout 
flannel, Sin. square, carried loose, is also an excellent receptacle for used flies, instead 

of putting them wet into your book, or garnishing your hat with them, as is the 
fashion amongst some anglers I meet. In common with most of those who ply the 
_ general craft, I abominate impedimenta, and although by dint of long suffering we 
_ have become reconciled to net and fly-book, yet I, for one, should hail as a benefactor 
to his race the man who enabled us to dispense with these encumbrances. Weareon 
| the way to getting rid of the book, thanks to eyed-hooks ; but I am of those who do 
| not take kindly to them for the reason that the patterns I have used have lost meno 


_ end of fish—I am, &e., C. W. GEDNEY. 
Bromley, Kent, 


THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


S1r,—Mr. Crumplen having at my suggestion proposed, on Tuesday evening last, 
at the Gresham Angling Society’s meeting, an amended resolution alike honourable 
to that society and to the Anglers’ Association, I shall feel obliged by your kindly 
allowing me to withdraw my letter of 22nd inst., which you were good enough to 
insert in your lastissue of the GAZETTE,—I am, &c., A, W. PARKER. 

39, Lombard-street, E.C., Jan. 29. 


FLAX WASTE, AND HOW TO KEEP WORMS IN IT.—A LIVE-BAIT TIN 
CREEL. 


Srr,—No doubt Mr. Beavan could obtain the flax waste from any flax mill; mine 
came from Leeds. The worms become very tough, and a good colour, Brandlings 
will keep in it. I keep a wooden box, 8in. deep by 10in. or so square, with a lot of 
worms, in my smoking room, or if the fire is lit, outside in the passage, and never 
trouble with it in any way, except to keep a cloth damped every day or two cover- 
ing the box, instead of a lid, and the worms never creep out or die; but the waste 
must, in the commencement, be thoroughly saturated with water, which it is some 
time taking up ; then all your trouble is over. 

What a pity one cannot carry water in the tin fish creels without it spilling 
down your back! Couldit not be prevented by some means—say, perhaps, a re- 
movable false bottom, about 3in. or din. above the real one, and then it would be a 
perfect combination bait can and fish creel in one? Were I possessed of such an 
article, many a bad day’s trout fishing in the South of Ireland streams could be 
made up for by the capture of some fine pike with live-bait—I am, &c., 

= WATCHET. 





SPAWN IN KINGSBURY RESERVOIR, 


Srr,—If it be true, as your correspondent, “ London Angler,” says, that such large 
quantities of spawn are deposited on the weeds in Kingsbury Reservoir in May, 
there should be no difficulty in removing them to ponds, &c., in the surrounding 
neighbourhood ; in fact, for miles. If I am not much mistaken, this particular 
weed could be easily cut with sickles and removed bodily, with the spawn, in tanks 
or baskets, &c. Nearly all the perch spawn might be saved. But who is to pay 
the piper? If London anglers can find anybody willing to pay, by all means let it 
be done.—I am, &c., AN OLD VET. 


QUESTION ON EELS IN SCOTCH RIVERS. 


Srr,—Would any of your correspondents oblige me by giving the best method of 
catching eels in rivers and lochs? Also the names of the rivers where they are 
most plentiful, and of a large size? Ihave been told they are very plentiful in the 
river Shin. Can any of your correspondents say if that is correct? Do you know 
anything of rivers Conon, Derevon, Ytham, Beauly? Are they slow or fast-flowing 
rivers ?—I am, Xc., WALTHAM HUNT. 


CURIOUS INCIDENT IN PIKE FISHING. 


S1r,—I read Mr. Hobden’s letter in your issue of the 24th with much interest, 
being much of his way of thinking as regards the movements of fish under chase, a 
curious illustration of which came under my own observation the other day. I 
was spinning for pike, and had killed a fair-sized fish, when my man called my 
attention, saying, ‘‘ There’s a big pike, sir, at work over there.” I moved a little 
up the bank, intending to cast a phantom over him, when, before I could do so, a 
small pike of about a couple of pounds’ weight sprang from the water into the air, 
repeating the jump, and landing himself safely between the forked branches of a 
bush overhanging the stream, where he remained “ treed,” like the famous American 
“coon.” As he jumped the second time, the head and shoulders of a ten or twelve 
pound pike came clearly into view. I sent my man over to the other side, who 
released the prisoner, and returned him to the water. Another time, possibly, he 
may “ look before he leaps.” —I am, Xc., PIKE, 

Sherborne, Dorset. 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


S1rr,—The severe weather the last few days has caused many anglers to lay by 
their rods and take to skating on the flood ice in the meadows. Angling news is 
very scarce. On Monday, Mr. Field Weston caught a nice lot of roach and one 
bream, at Colwick, the same angler taking seven more roach on Friday weighing 
6lb. A few chub have been taken in the Shardlow water, myself getting four on 
Saturday a little under 2lb. each. Very many salmon are to be seen in the slacks, 
resting after spawning. I saw several while fishing, and lifted one out by the tail 
—a nice clean fish about 14lb. By the way, he started off when I returned him ; 
there did not seem much the matter with him. This morning there is a change in 
the weather : it is raining heavily. There ought to be some good sport among the 
roach this week,—I am, Xc., A. W. 

Jan, 26, 


ENVELOPE BOXES WANTED. 


Srr,—Can any reader kindly give address of the maker of those neat envelope- 
like boxes in which London tackle-makers usually send out their flies, as I never 
see them advertised 7—I am, Xc., DUNKELD, 





PERCH CULTURE. 


81R,—The “ Lund ” boxes, which you firstiintroduced into England, and we had at 
work last and previous season, proved a perfect success in the hatching of perch, and 
will, of course, be used again this spring. I now write a line to place before those 
interested in this important subject an idea that has occurred to me, and which will be 
tested by my association this season--viz.,to substitute for the heavy and costly wooden 
boxes strongly-made and rather closely-woven hampers (the bark left on the withes) 
of, say, 3ft. 6in. by 2ft. by 18in., of course with a lid covered by galvanised wire 
netting. The low cost and portability of such hampers are at once apparent, and I 
see no reason why they should not prove quite as successful as the boxes.—I am, &c., 

ARTHUR C, BUTLER, Hon. Sec. Reading and District Angling Association, 





Mr. R.B. MARSTON read'a paper on “ Some Old Angling Books” at the meeting of 
the Clapton Angling Society last Monday evening, and at the same meeting was 
elected President of the Society, which now numbers oyer 100 members, who rent 
over twenty miles of water, 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we asl 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 
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SALMON & TROUT-FISHING, 


CHAS "FARLOW & Go 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 

ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 

Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
(Very Light). 
New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 


(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


IMPORTERS OF 


2,620. 











CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. 
SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 


KILLING BAITS FOR CHUB, ROACH, DACEH, BREAM, &0, 


WELL - CURED WASP GRUBS, 


Price 3s. perlb. Also, LARGE MEALWORMS, ds. per 1,000, 1s. per 200. Above 3s. 
post free. Address—C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob Street, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 
CASH WITH ORDER. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 + Putney. 

45 . Hammersmith, 
Aaa 5° » _ Barnes. 

55 a Kew. 

75 A Richmond. 

80 i Twickenham, 


85 a Teddington, 

Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembored 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For TIMES oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, January 31 2.5 2.29 
Sunday, February 1 2.52 ane an 3.15 
Monday, i 2 3.38 a5 one 3.59 
Tuesday, - 3 4.21 ses one 4.33 
Wednesday, Be 4 5.2 S56 ick 5,22 
Thursday, - DB. daft. 5.40 aie £3 6.0 

Friday, = Bo eds 6.20 6.40 


High Tide Jan. 31, Feb. 1 and 2. 
gs River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTR, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


There is a general complaint amongst the professional fishermen on the river 
Thames. They have suffered considerably from the adverse condition of the water, 
and by the absence of customers have had no employment for weeks. It is certainly 
very trying to them, especially amongst those who are dependent upon such employ- 
ment as a means of livelihood. They are ready to admit if the anglers had come 
they could not have given them much sport. This week the ice on the water and 
a freezing atmosphere has been the great impediment, but with an apparent milder 
change.and the water in good condition, together with the somewhat near approach 
of the close season, angling should not only be more brisk, but some good results 
should follow. There is an opinion amongst anglers that in the portion of river 
above the locks some of the fishermen confine themselves to their own immediate 
neighbourhood, and no not care to meet their customers in any place selected by 
them, Thisis a mistake, because an angler, as a rule, likes to support one fisher- 
man, and wherever he wants to fish he prefers having him as his attendant, provided 
the distance is a reasonable one. There wasa report some few weeks ago of an 
angler going down to fish for a few hours, and when he got there his fisherman 
declined to go out with him. The result is that his client has left him. It 
must lead to the riverside hostelries making some arrangements to provide a 
fisherman when one is required, otherwise customers are driven into another 





G. F. Spencer, ofthe Chertsey Bridge Hotel, who will not only supply a good 
fisherman, but prevent any exorbitant charge being mad2. This is, without 
doubt, a good arrangement, and will prove attractive to any portion of the river 
where carried out. There is no intention of beating down prices, but keeping 
them down to a proper limit, and preventing any dissatisfaction. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Job Brain, in four days, 55lb. weight of roach. Henry Mansell, 
in three days, 26lb. JF. Brown, in two and a half days, 191b. of roach and dace, and 
Henry Wheeler, in one day, 61b. 

Twickenham.—John Spong, in two days, about fifteen dozen. Richard Coxen, in | 
the same time, twenty dozen, and George Coxen, seventeen dozen. Pert Hammerton, 
in half a day, eighteen fish. 

Walton-—Mr. Abbett, with George Hone, in two hours, two brace of good perch, 

Staines.—Charles Hone, in two days, sixteen chub ; John Keene, jun., in one day, 
three dozen of roach and a chub of 31b. 5oz. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Those piscatorials who are fond of Thames work are very stupid indeed just now 
if they do not take advantage of the exceptionable grand trim of the water for this 
time of the year. I have lived (or tried to) on the banks of the Thames for some 
20 years, but I am confident that I have never seen the river in better order at this 
time of the year for all-round work. Roach, chub, perch, and jack are only waiting 
to be invited into the punt or bank parlour—the latter for choice, as all big fish 
seem lately inclined to open an account with a banker, and credit captors with 
a balance very acceptable at their respective clubs. The actual takes reported to 
me during the past week are meagre in the extreme; but all correspondents alike 
tell me of the excellent condition of the water and of the untold likelihood of 
grand hauls if fishermen will but venture out. I quite indorse the opinions, and to 
those Thamesward-bound I say, “Stand not upon the order of your coming, but 
come at once,” and bring plenty of lobs, gentles, and brass with ye!—MARLOW — 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


The water is in very good order now for all-round fishing. My son Harry, out on 
Monday last, took four brace of chub. Out on Wednesday, by himself, and took 
three brace of chub, largest 5lb. Out on Thursday, trying the roach, and got three 
dozen of very good ones. Out myself to-day, with two gentlemen, and got six 
dozen of very good roach, the largest 1lb, Roach are feeding very well at present ; 
now is your time for roach.— JAMES HOARE, 

Thursday. The water rising a little—just the thing to make the roach bite, I 
have been out four days since I wrote last : On the 25th, nine chub, the two largest 
between 3lb. and 41b. each, five roach and a trout, 24lb., returned ; on the 26th, the 
chub would not bite, owing to the change in the weather; onthe 27th, two jack, 
and three more runs ;.on the 29th, seven jack, largest 5lb. There were a great many 
bank anglers here on the 25th. From what I could hear, they got on poorly.— 
G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Eynsham). 


Our local anglers have been having good sport lately with perch and roach, several 
good takes being made ; some roach of over 1lb. each, several perch that weight, 
and many others of $lb. each. Jack have also fed well; but I have not heard of 
any larger than 41b, being taken. I was chub fishing with pith last Thursday, the 
22nd, and caught 21lb. On Friday, I took 25lb., the three best weighing 12lb. 
Saturday, Mr. Geen took ten chub, weighing 20]b., in the Evenlode. We have done 
nothing this week ; the rain and thaw having upset all the streams in this neigh- 
bourhood.—H. B,. Howe. 


The Thames (Windsor). 


It is very tantalising to see such a splendid water as the present and not be able 
to fish it.’ I hope, however, soon as a nasty cold leaves me, to make up for lost 
time ; and when I do try those chub, that at present must be taking it so very easy — 
in those old favourite swims, may they be as eager for the fray as your humble 
correspondent! Water is so very clear that this branch of the sport appears to be 
the most likely by which to make a bag ; and by the kindness of the local butcher, 
I shall favour them once again with a diet of their favourite food, pith and brains, 
This reminds me of a curious capture this week by an angler using this bait—to 
wit, a veritable Thames trout of over 2lb., who degraded himself by taking a piece 
of pith. He was duly returned, though perhaps he did not deserve it. For those 
who prefer jack fishing water is bright ; but by the use of single gut traces and fine 
strained gimp hooks, I think they are to be got on terms with. Perch are undoubtedly 
worth trying in holes, large eddies, and quiet lay-byes, especially if the angler be 
lucky enough to have a nice lot of lively plump minnows. Roach are shy, though 
with very fine tackle are to be had; the bait lately killing most being paste, crumb 
from a slice of yesterday’s bread well kneaded in clean linen, without coming in 
contact with the hands, and in use, care taken to have fingers clean when making 
the pellet. Very few fish have been had this last week—in fact, nothing worthy of 
mention.—B. R, BAMBRIDGE. = 


Ancholme District. 


Most of the ice has now disappeared from the surface of the water, but the weather 
remains cold and murky. But few anglers have, therefore, been out. There has 
been some little talk about the establishment of a third coarse fishing ciub at 
Grimsby. There will, however, I opine, be some difficulty in obtaining suitable 
water in which to fish. Sheffield anglers would do well to try the River Head 
fishery by way of change. Day tickets can now be had of .the lessee at 1s., and 
season ditto at 5s., and arrangements can be made by which members of Clubs which 
patronise the water in suitable numbers can fish at half price——THoMAS Forp. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The river is now in capital order. Bull-trout fishing commences on Monday, 
Feb. 2nd, a month sooner than in former years. The river has been running very 
rapidly for the past two days, and every prospect of having grand takes, as they are 
very plentiful, fresh run from the sea, and weighing up to 10lb., and last autumn 
fish were taken up to 14lb. License to fish in the Coquet, 5s. Anglers will find — 
every comfort at the inn, and conveyances to meet any train.—Yours truly, 
FREDERICK BROWN, Proprietor. 


2 


Chichester. 


During the past week pike fishers have been busy, some good fish coming to hand. 
Up to last Saturday night nine had been recorded from the basin, Chichester. Since 
that period I hear of seven, three of which were taken this morning. The largest 
has been between 61b. and 71b., all, I believe taken with live bait, the small fly being 
most killing. The gentleman who a week or two since distinguished himself by 
spearing pike, has added to his laurels by taking a fine pike on a night line. Roach 
are feeding well here, any number of baits being procurable, but large fish are chary 
of feeding. I have no news from Selham this week, but from the Ouse I hear pike | 
are on the feed in the upper reaches, but are, as a rule, small. The frost has broken — 
up and rain is falling. Anglers who prognosticated a poor pike season have been 
agreeably disappointed.—GEORGE F’, SALTER. 


The Dove. 


We have got the river bank-full, and there is any quantity of colour in the liquid. 
More rain is falling as I write, and there is a probability that we shall have a — 
big fresh, is not, indeed, a flood. Very little has besn done either in bottom or — 





OV a 


neighbourhood, Such a system—and a wise one, too—has been adopted by Mr, } fly-fishing since I last wrote, there having been bit few anglers out. The gray- 
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ling have been rising only fitfully, and the baskets realised have been small, not 
amounting to more than three brace per rod. The best killing fly has been the 
winter dun. What few coarse fish have been captured seem to have fallen vic- 
tims to the worm. Pike are not feeding so well as last week—a fact which may 
be accounted for by the altered state of the temperature, it being now consider- 
ably warmer than when I last wrote-——THE SPLODGER, 


Leicester. 


There has, during the past few days, been a welcome change as regards angling 
operations in this district. Changes, however, in the weather have lately been the 
order of the day. The rivers and brooks were covered with ice until Monday, on 
which day, at an early hour, a decided thaw set in, accompanied by rain, which. has 
continued each day since with but slight intermission. All trace of the winterly 
weather quickly evaporated, and anglers were able to resume their calling again on 
Tuesday last, since which day a fair number have been seen at the water hereabouts., 
In the local society’s preserves chub and pike have been biting with freedom, Messrs. 
Moore and Benton showing some nice lots of the voracious ones. On Wednesday, 
chub also took pith and cheese-paste well, some good fish up to 341b. coming to land. 
Doubtless we shall hear ere long of some of the larger fish being taken from the 
Aylestone waters if the weather continues favourable. A large pike weighing 25lb. 
was recently shown by Mr. Evans, of this town, caught from some private waters 
near Leicester. The sport at the outlying resorts has been quiet lately, owing to the 
inclement weather, and with the exception of a few good chub from the Harborough 
waters, not much has been done. The weather to-night (Thursday) is mild and 
springlike, and the wnters in fair order.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
F Both these streams are now in capital fishing order, the water still remaining clear 
and in fine condition for grayling fishing. The fish are taking the red worm, maggot, 
and grasshopper well this week, and some good dishes have been taken. On Friday 
a gentleman visited the Lugg, but the weather being cold he only landed one small 
grayling with the maggot. The Arrow, near Stanton, was tried on Saturday, anda 
few nice grayling were taken with the red worm. A nice basket of fish were taken 
from the Lugg, near Aymestry, with the grasshopper. Some nice grayling were 
taken near Kingsland on Monday. In the Hardisland quarter, the same day, a 
capital dish of fish were landed by a gentleman with the maggot. On Tuesday, the 
weather being mild, a gentleman tried the Arrow, near Ivington, and took a fine 
dish of grayling and two rough fish with the red worm. The Pinsley is in good 
angling order, still keeping clear. A few nice fish landed with the maggot.— 


GWYNNE. 
Oulton Broad and Dyke. 


For some time past there has been nothing worth reporting. The last few days 
of fine bright weather has, however, effected a change, and pike are now well on the 
feed. Yesterday (Thursday, the 22nd) a pike fishing match for a handsome rod, 
given by Whitmore Jones, Esq., to the Lowestoft and Oulton Angling Club, took 
place, which was taken by the secretary, Mr. L. Johnson, with 25lb., consisting of 
two fish, 163lb. and 83lb. Mr. Harvey took two fish, 94lb.; Mr. Brooke, two fish, 
91b. Numerous causes kept other fishing members away ; otherwise, a good show 
would, in all probability, have been the result.—G. M. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED, | 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
Water is in excellent condition. Fish well on the feed. Very fine sport has been 


had this week.—T. E. 
The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water is all open and free from ice once more, but the wind has been so rough 
it has been impossible to fish. I don’t know of any fish being taken, for I think it 
has been too windy for any one to turn out. I went out on Wednesday, but I turned 
it up after about an hour and a half, for I really thought I should have been blown 
out of the boat. The time I am writing this report, I find the wind is not so rough, 
and if itis so I shall be out on Friday again, for the water is in splendid condition, 
with good prospects,—H. Rout. 


Sonning. 

After I sent you my last report, the water got in nice order for bottom fishing. I 
know of several that got over 301b. of roach a day for three or four days, some nice 
chub, and a great many perch. Doctor has taken some dozen of perch, about 4lb., 
which we marked. I put back over two dozen yesterday. Clark, out with Bright, 
got a lot of roach and several jack—nothing of any size. When down the stream 
yesterday came across a barbel—about 6lb.—which an otter had just left. There 
are three about; the keeper saw them the other day. The keepers of the Reading 
Angling Association had their annual dinner at the Broad Face on Tuesday. 
W. Butler, hon. sec., took the chair. They all spent a very pleasant evening.— 
W. HULL. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

This river has risen considerably during the week in consequence of the rain 
which fell last Saturday and Sunday. There has been very little fishing in the 
neighbourhood, the water being too muddy to do any good. The season promises to 
be a capital one for salmon, as well as trout and rough fish. The weather continues 
wet, but it has been much warmer during the last few days. Wind 8S.W.—F. H 


MORGAN. 
South Level Cut (Littleport). 


The recent frost has left the river still in as good condition as before, and roach 
are feeding pretty freely, although the wind has been very blustering. On Tues- 
day a gentleman from Ely got 121b. of fine roach in about three hours, and yesterday 
Mr. Hy. Lee, Cambridge, got 141b, of very fine roach—largest 11b. 7oz., a very nice 
specimen. These are-the only two rods I have seen on the water since the frost. A 
few good roach were taken on the 25th inst. by breaking holes in the ice——CHARLIE 
SourTuH. 

Teme. 


You, in common with other sporting weeklies, get reports from this river which 
often create a smile on the part of those “ who know.” According to these, angling 
is going on ina length of about six miles of water daily from New Year’s Day 
to Christmas, whereas fortunately anglers are less persistent than is represented ; 
in fact, there would be little, indeed, left in -the streams but minnows and stickle- 
backs, were the owners of the fisheries so unwise as to permit the everlasting raids 
on their banks as would appear to be the rule. if the statements made by “S. Lud- 
low ” and “ Worcester” were not even something more than “ fishermen’s tales,” 
Glowing accounts of the capture of grayling “averaging 1lb., and 2z1b. the brace,” 
“ about six brace of grayling, each fish weighing fully 11b.,” and an extraordinary 
take near Ashford weir of “2%* brace of grayling.” [/. G., January 10.] How the 
odd quarter of a brace was made up is not explained. A 1Jb. grayling, I assure you, 
is the exception rather than the rule. You are not aware, I presume, that the Rea, 
the Letwyche, and the Kyre, which are reported of weekly, are small, well-preserved 
tributaries of the Teme containing trout only, except for a hundred yards or so at 
their junction with the main river, and that they are therefore not fishable (except 
for this short distance) from October 1 to February 1. They also are strictly pre- 
served.— VERITAS, 

[* An unfortunate slip of the printer’s—should be 2}.—Ep. } 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The waters of the Teme are still in good condition, and all the tributary streams 
are in equally good order, and have afforded tolerably good sport to those fishermen 
who visited the waters this week and the end of last week. The red worm, maggot, 


and grasshopper are the only baits used about here at present. Mr. Thos. Hodges, 
the well-known flymaker, went for a few hours down the Teme at the end of last 
week, and succeeded in landing a fine chub weighing 3lb.; he also caught 
4lb. of nice grayling, all with the grasshopper. Starting the same day from New 
Bridge up the Teme, and Corve to the sewage tank in Linny, two anglers tried their 
best for two hours, but could not land a solitary fish. <A grayling was caught on 
Tuesday between New Bridge and Lerdford Bridge, with the red worm, by Mr. 
Lamport (a visitor) ; it weighed nearly 13lb. Some nine perch and eleven roach 
were caught above Lord Windsor’s waters on Tuesday with the maggot. The weather 
was very mild and warm on Tuesday, and the sun shone brightly at intervals, during 
which large numbers of fish were sporting inthe streams. In the Oney, on the day 
named, two brace of grand grayling were caught near Brimfield village. Good 
catches in the Corve.—S. LUDLOW. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream still keeps in capital angling order, keeping in a nice height and 
clear, and in good condition for either the worm, grasshopper, or maggot fishing. 
Fishing at the end of last week was quiet; but, at the beginning of this one, the 
weather having got warmer, there were several anglers out, and some fair-sized fish 
were taken. A few fish were landed on Friday by a gentlemen with the red worm. 
On Saturday a nice dish of grayling was landed with the maggot near Little Here- 
ford. The weather being milder on Monday, a gentleman tried the water near the 
bridge and took a nice lot of fish with the grasshopper. Some nice fish were taken 
near Berrington the same day. A gentleman tried the water near Hastham on Tues- 
day, and took a capital dishof grayling with the red worm. Little doing near Roch- 
ford. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are in good order, but fishing in them very 
quiet. To-day (Wednesday), raining sharp.—WORCESTER, 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River greatly swollen with the mild rain we are having. These big waters will 
stock the river with new fish, and we shall have early trout fishing should this 
weather continue. February 2nd, Monday next, is the day to begin trout fishing in 
the Taw and Torridge. I beg most earnestly to call the attention of the numerous 

ereaders of the FISHING GAZETTE and all lovers of the gentle art, toan article lately 
going the round of the papers on Fish Hatching by the Rey. W. H. Montgomery, of 
Sutcombe, a small parish near Holsworthy, North Devon. Now, if a clergyman can 
hatch and rear so many trout and do such an amount of good, what might be done 
by the nobility and gentry of North Devon? Gentlemen have no need to go to 
Norway, Scotland, and Ireland to get good fishing if they would only do what this 
kind-hearted parson is doing, From my knowledge he would willingly assist any 
one to erect a hatching place. Mr. Bastard, the fisherman, has had over 2,000 Loch 
Leven trout supplied by Mr. Montgomery.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Newark). 

Owing to heavy rains, the river is now rising a bit; but, as yet, there has not 
much colour come down with it. One or two of our anglers who just caught the 
water on the rise got a few nice roach, &c., with cockspur worms; but, as far as I 
can learn, nota very great deal has been done in the way of sport. At the time of 
writing there is about 18in. or so of water extra in the river, and there seems to bea 
little colour coming down, but still, unless it alters a good deal, roach, &c., should 
bite at cockspur worms. It has been raining heavily, so probably we shall have a 
good rise of water by the time this is in print—THE TRENT OTTER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

This river in our district rose several inches on Thursday, and, owing to boisterous 
winds, accompanied by frequent showers throughout the week, very few anglers 
have been enabled to pursue their favourite pastime. On Tuesday I visited the 
Wilford length, and although I tried several noted swims with the cockspur worm, 
I failed to stir a single fish. Here, however, a few dace and chub have been caught, 
and some chub are reported from Sawley. The salmon season opens on Monday, and 
the water-bailiffs report an abundance of fish; especially in the upper waters. I 
sincerely hope that ere long I shall have the pleasure of chronicling some big takes. 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Tweed and Teviot. 


The frost which held sway from the second week of January until Friday last, 
had at that time got such a firm hold, that on the above day the Tweed was covered 
with ice from the ‘‘ Cobbie Hole” to the cauld at Kelso Mills, and was strong enough 
to carry skaters and others. In fact, the ice was covered nearly all the day with 
parties enjoying the invigorating pastime. Early on Saturday morning, however, 
a change set in, and the ice-bound river gave signs of yielding to the milder weather, 
and by midday those who had anticipated one more day’s sport with the “iron feet ”’ 
were sadly disappointed, as the ice became cracked and broken—many of the skaters 
getting immersed during the day. On Sunday the thaw continued, and on Monday 
the river began to rise, and by Tuesday morning not a vestige of the “winter king’’ 
was to be seen, the river having risen fully 3ft., carrying everything before it. 
That no damage can have been done to the spawning beds is quite apparent, the ice 
on the rivers not having been thick enough to “ grudge” together in blocks when it 
broke up, and so disturb the gravel bottom of the breeding grounds. Just before 
the ice covered the surface of the rivers, many late spawning fish were to be seen 
on the “ redds,” and since Tuesday morning an innumerable number haye been))- 
served up the stretch above Keiso Bridge in the act of performing Nature’s duty— 
in fact, as many as a score of fish having been seen lying all close together on one 


“yredd.” That this has been an exceptional year on the Tweed for late spawning 
fish there is not the least doubt, and should the results of this 
occurrence prove as valuable to the river as most anglers anticipate, 


the rivers must, in all conscience, be well stocked with fish for some seasons to come ; 
provided always, however, that that dreaded disease, the Saprolegnia ferax, should 
not prove disastrous to the “ king of fish.” That the absence of this disease to a very 
great extent during the past season has been most observable, is a fact guaranteed 
by all who take an interest in pisicultural matters ; and the cause thereof of the 
diminution is very greatly exercising the minds of those who pretend to know some- 
thing of the why and the wherefore of the disease. At present, however, no one 
here is at all able to say what causes it, and none able to vouch for the cause of its 
little appearance during the present breeding season. The rivers to-day (Thursday) 
are fully five feet above the ordinary level, and large numbers of fish have been 
observed “ shooting ” the caulds and stags in the neighbourhood of Kelso, as well 
as at other towns. Trout fishing has been prosecuted with some amount of success, 
but the fish killed are not worth eating, and the sooner we have a close time for this 
species of the finny tribe the better. As the time nears for the opening of the 
salmon fishing on Tweed and Teviot (Monday next), the partisans of old Izaak are 
now all on the qui vive, and a most successful season is anticipated, as there are a 
great many salmon in the rivers ; and as there has been so little disease, there cannot 
be the least doubt but that the forthcoming season ought to be a goodone. The 
weather is now again somewhat settled, and a nice wind from the south-west is 
blowing, and by the time the rivers open—if we have no more rain—they will be in 
first-class order—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 


Waveney (Beccles). 


Anglers may again prepare for action. The water is going down rapidly, although 
still slightly coloured, but by Saturday it should be in fairly good order, The river 
has been running exceptionally low during this week, and those that take the first 
opportunity when water is right will probably meet with some of the large jack. 
The tides, too, have been very low. Wind south. Prospects generally encouraging. 
—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 
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Wharfe (Yorkshire). k ; 

The snow has disappeared, and the river run down again to its usual winter level. 
Somehow, since Christmas, there has been very little to notice in the way of sport, 
the most successful anglers having been Mr. T. and Mr. C., of Arthington, and they 
have not had any very heavy baskets. On Saturday last, however, the grayling 
seemed to awaken from their lethargy, and I experienced the finest bit of sport that 
has fallen to my lot for sometime. Idid not commence fishing until 1.30 p.m.,and 
finished up at 4.30. The scene of action was the Otley Club length, extending 
between Otley and Poole, and the baits that I employed were maggot and worm 
alternately. In that short period of time I caught twelve grayling, the lot weighing 
exactly 91b. This is a most unusual average size for the Wharfe ; in fact Ambrose, 
the club watcher, declared that he never saw a handsomer dish of grayling taken 
from that water, and his experience extends over a fair space of time. I was very 
sorry to notice a serious pollution of the river that ought certainly to be attended to 
and rectified, otherwise I fear it will go hard with Mr. Pratt’s infant trout. I allude 
to the presence of a quantity of substance resembling mohair, or cotton waste of 
very fine texture, which completely smothered my hook and fine-drawn gut bottom 
at intervals. WhenJI arrived at Poole Weir the whole surface of the stones was 
covered with it, and the piles and obstructions in the streams were in a similar 
condition. Whether the filth emanated from the paper mills at Otley, or the tan- 
neries at that place,I cannot say ; but this Ido know, and that is if the Wharfe is 
to maintain its prestige as one of the best trout and grayling streams in Yorkshire, 
some effectual check will have to be placed upon such pollutions as I now draw 
attention to.—FRANcIS M. WALBRAN. 


Wye and Derwent. 

The weather during the past week has been all against the angler. We have had 
rain on most days, and the Derwent has had continual flushes on it ; consequently 
anglers have had but poor sport during the week. The Derwent to-day (Thursday), 
is in splendid condition for bottom fishing, and some fair baskets of mixed fish have 
been killed by the aid of both cockspur and brandling worms. The pike fishers have 
done very little. Little Jemmy, the postman from Matlock Bath, killed a small 
jack, over 2lb., with live bait. Angling prospects looking well for next week if the 
weather holds fine.—GzEO, JAS. HATON, 


SS 
SALMON FISHING PROSPECTS.—THE DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE, SCOTLAND. 


SINCE the date of our last report, nothing remarkable—at least, sufficiently re- 
markable to be worth chronicling—has taken place in the aspect of affairs, Looking 
forward to the opening day, we may remark that the prospect of sport on many 
parts of the river is far from encouraging meantime. True, a good many fish have 
ascended, small though the river has been ; but for their safety from the poacher- 
gangs we have had grave doubts all along, in consequence of the numerically meagre 
strength of the watching staff. Poachers are getting more numerous every year, 
and their impudence and bravado becoming more and more apparent. A stimulus 
would seem to have been given to this nefarious practice by the recent decision in 
the Court of Session—Dee Fishery Board v. Harvey and Others—for now the 
poachers can be seen carrying about the results of their midnight raids in a scarcely- 
concealed fashion. This state of matters is deplorable, and all the more so follow- 
ing, as it does, so closely the decision referred to, which, we learn, instead of causing 
the Fishery Board to clearly realise the state of matters, and augment the watching 
staff, only served to precipitate a considerable reduction in the number of bailiffs. 
A shortsighted and parsimonious policy, forsooth! and one which, if true, clearly 
shows that little regard is paid to the interests of the high rent-paying anglers. 
Within the past eight days, though the tides were highly favourable, the weather 
was all too calm for fish running, and very few sought upward. The river in size 
was considerably under a medium summer volume, and an intense dare frost pre- 
vailed up to Saturday. Since Sunday, which was bright, breezy, and keen, the 
weather has been mild, dull, drizzly at times, and fogs have prevailed more or less. 
Many parts of the upper stretches have been frost-bound for a long time, but owing 
to the thaw, the ice is now breaking up, and the river in consequence is increasing 
in size. As yet, few fresh-run fish have been seen further up the river than Kin- 
cardine O'Neil ; from above that all accounts up to date have been very gloomy 
indeed. Kelts are coming seaward, but not in great number. Rain sufficient to 
cause the river to keep fairly high for a week or so would bring them down in proper 
style, and also encourage the spring fish, of which we learn there are plenty on the 
coast, to take the fresh water with a good chance of getting sufficiently far up the 
river as to be out of the night-netters’ way. The spring salmon average about 9Ib. ; 
this they have little exceeded at any time. Fungoid disease is still lingering about 
in certain parts of the river. 

Fish were well on the “run” this (Wednesday) forenoon. "Twas gratifying, 
indeed, to see them going up so freely, especially as the river is now a good size. A 
few unusually heavy ones for spring fish were observed to cross the Garth opposite 
the Fords Netting Station. The river this afternoon is somewhat lower than it was 
yesterday, but we entertain hopes that it will rise before to-morrow, ‘Tis raining 
pretty heavily now ; that we are glad to see, as it is really what everyone with a 
knowledge of fishing considers is now wanted. By the bye, we have seen some very 
fine new patterns of spring flies in possession of Mr. George Smith, tackle-maker and 
harness-maker to the Queen, Ballater. These patterns are all good killers, being the 
best (judged by results) of those new patterns which he last year distributed for 
trial amongst a number of gentlemen. Several anglers, “ prospecting,” we presume, 
have already arrived from the south, and gone up Deeside and to the Deveron. The 
votaries of the “ Yorkshire Grey” are well to the front, and in some instances have 
already taken up their spring quarters. Unconnected as we are with the trade, and 
having no bias, we shall be happy to give information regarding flies, &c., as well as 
localities and fishings. We have a thorough acquaintance of almost every beat on 
the Dee, and if our services can be of any use to anglers coming north, we shall 
gladly give it, provided a stamp and a stamped directed envelope are inclosed in 
every communication in this connection, addressed to the Hditor of the FisH1ng 
GAZETTE, Barometer falling; weather foggy, accompanied by rain ; wind south- 
easterly, and under medium velocity. 

“ Light Cast,” in last week’s issue, said Cosmo Gordon’s name is well-known on 
almost every salmon river of the world. Can he say what he was, and where he 


belonged to? You will remember my query on this point in the GAZETTE some | 


weeks ago, W. M., 





Mr. SEYMOUR HADEN’S latest mezzotint, “The Salmon River,’ which forms the 
frontispiece to Dr. Edward Hamilton’s delightful volume, “ Recollections of 
Fly-Fishing,” should be of more than ordinary interest to the admirers of the 
original engraver’s art. It is one of the few real mezzotints that have been produced 
during the last half-century, being entirely the result of pure free-hand 
manipulation, to the exclusion of mechanical aid; it was executed, we are told, in 
the course of a single day—a marvel of rapid and accurate work ; while a sense of 
breadth and the impression of the vastness of a salmon stream have been conveyed 
in the few square inches of its surface with astonishing success. Of course the 
score or so of impressions which were pulled from the plate before those 
required for the work were printed off are in several respects more perfect than 
those which accompany the book. The large-paper edition of these 
‘Recollections ” is entirely exhausted.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Travellers and Emigrants.—Those who cross the seas 
change the climate, but they do not change the constitution. The altered conditions of life, the exi- 
gencies of travel, and other causes render the travellerand emigrant peculiarly liable to diseases and 
accidents when far from efficient medical aid. With these associated remedies at hand they may be 
said to have a physician always at their call, and they may be certain that situations will be constantly 
arising in which they will require a ready resource in time of need. The directions for use which 
accompany each box and pot of Holloway’s Pills aud Ointment are written in plain and simple lan-~ 
guage, and are applicable in all cases. 


| obediently, 





[Jan. 31, 1885. 


ANGLING RIGHTS. 
“ January 26th, 1885. 

“ DEAR Sir,—Anglers are respectfully requested to attend a public 
meeting at the Mechanics’ Hall, on Tuesday evening, Feb, 10th, at 
8 o’clock, to take into consideration the best means of starting a 
movement to regain the ancient angling and other rights of the 
public to the Trent and other navigable rivers of the kingdom. 

“The Mayor of Nottingham (Alderman J. Burton) will preside, 
and Mr. Jesse Collings, M.P., and other influential gentlemen have 
promised their presence and assistance.—I am, Sir, Yours 
“FF, WILKINSON, 

“ Secretary Nottingham and Notts 
“ Angling Preservation Association. 
“ Middle Hill, Weekday Cross, Nottingham.” 








AMERICA AS A FIELD FOR ENGLISH SPORTSMEN. 


Tur competition between Atlantic steamship companies and the improve- 
ments in modern steamship building are characteristic of the high-pressure age 
in which we live. Time was—and that within the memory of most of us— 


| when the glorious lakes and rivers of the American continent were looked upon 


asa sort of piscatorial oasis only open to those who had time and money ; 
whilst the prairies and forests, teeming with game and full of adventure, were 
sealed books, except for those whose incomes could stand the pressure of a 
costly expenditure, To-day that 3,000 miles of ocean has become a pleasure 
trip, not of months, but almost of hours; and the expense is so trifling, that 
what was originally saved for a week’s fishing in Scotland, or a fortnight up the 
Thames, can now be utilised in a trip to the empire of the West. The Oregon 


and the America have each accomplished the passage in six days and a few 


hours, and this year will doubtless develop a further decrease of time. Now, 


' when we consider that we can go from London to New York and return for 


about £25, and spend another £25 in three weeks’ fishing or shooting in the 


| wilds of the New England States, surely the consideration of such an expedi- 


tion is worthy the attention of those hard-worked sons of toil who look 
upon a day’s punt fishing on the Thames, or a little shooting on some friendly 


' farmer’s land, as the ne plus ultra of enjoyment. It is therefore our intention 


to encourage Americans to give to our readers, through the medium of the 


columns of the FisHinc GazeErTr, full particulars as to locality, route, expense, 
| tackle, &c., where sport is to be obtained at a moderate rate ; and further, from 
| time to time to publish a series of articles on American lakes and rivers, so as 
| to amplify the information and furnish interesting matter to our readers. 


Also, we shall invite thoroughly competent and trustworthy agents in 
America to supply information as to the amount of sport attained, and what is 


_ going on in the piscatorial world on the other side of the Atlantic, and so, we 


trust, to open up a new field of adventure on an attractive and economical 
principle to the lovers of the gentle art. 





CAPTURE OF UNSEASONABLE SALMON. 


At the Derby Police-court, on Friday, the Trent Conservancy Board prosecuted 
a youth named James Cliff and a man named Charles German for capturing a 


salmon at Castle Donington on the 6thof January. Mr. Eddowes, who appeared . 
_ on behalf of the Board, produced evidence to show that Cliff stabbed a salmon 
with a hay fork, and that German assisted him to land it. The fish was spawn- 


ing, and it was computed that by its capture 12,000 eggs were destroyed. 
Defendants were ordered to pay £5, as well as £1 each for the fish taken, the 
bench saying they would do their best to stop such wholesale destruction of 


| food. 





ROTHER ANGLING CLUB, ECKINGTON. 


Ir imitation be, as stated, the sincerest form of flattery, then your London anglers 
must indeed feel flattered. To London Club members the honour is due of at least 
giving a new title to a local gathering—viz., the “‘smoking” concert. In humble_ 


‘imitation of their town brethren, the members of the Rother Angling Club, 


Eckington, Derbyshire, held their first smoking concert on Monday, the 26th, and, 


| though the experiment was altogether novel, the affair passed off in a most agreeable 
| and satisfactory manner. Not having a room sufficiently large at their own club- 
| house, the Coach and Horses Inn, the committee decided on securing the large ball 
| and assembly room attached to the Sitwell Arms, Renishaw, Mr. Smith kindly 

allowing the use of room and piano. Notwithstanding that the night was wet, and 
| anything but comfortable underfoot, a good number walked about three miles, 
| determined, like all good anglers, not to mind the weather, but show up in 


time to hear the first song. Mr, T. Tyson, the popular president of the 
club, having taken the chair, and given expression to a few words 
of welcome to all present, the “entertainment” fairly commenced, 
Mr. Granby playing the piano in splendid style. Mr. Wedgner and Son attended 
with the flute and violin, and gave valuable aid during the evening. To attempt to 
describe singers and songs and rendering due justice to each would be impossible ; 


| but each of the following deserve mention :—Mr. Barker, Mr. T. Smith, Mr. Gooden, 


Mr. Readfearn, and Tom Tyson for recitation. To the above gentlemen are mainly 


| due our best thanks for making our first Derbyshire Angling Club “ Smoking Con- 


cert” a complete success:—ROTHERWOOD, 





“ Poor JACK.”—It is often remarked that a dead donkey is rarely seen. I must 
own that I had never seen one previous to seeing the dead carcase of “ Poor Jack,” 
whose life was taken by my own hands by particular request. It may seem rather 
strange to introduce a subject like this in the columns of the FISHING GAZETTE ; 
but “ Poor Jack” has done more for thousands of fish, perhaps, than any other 
donkey before. He was the finest fellow of his kind I ever saw, and acknowledged 
by numerous others to be the same. Tis true he came from “ Spain,” where donkeys, 
as a rule, are large ; but this fellow was an exceptionally fine one. He stood nearly 
sixteen hands high ; age only fourteen years. The reason of his being killed I am not 
at liberty to say ; but as lam in the habit of killing horses frequently, to feed my 
numerous fish (trout) with, he was sent me for that purpose. When it was known 
the use the flesh was for, news reached me from various sources, stating that donkey’s 
flesh would not be eaten by anything. I expected to have had to bury the same. 
At any rate, I tried my fowls, then my dogs, who took to it rarely, The remainder 
of the carcase has been boiled, and when ground will last me nearly a month for 
feeding some thousands of trout, ranging from one to eight years of age. His hide 
was in splendid condition, measuring 10ft. long (without the tail), by 7ft. wide ; 
markings regular and corresponding. Jt has gone to be dressed previous to being 
made into a rug as a souvenir of the first donkey I had ever fed fish on, and the only 
dead donkey that ever I saw. The ears measure 17in, in height and 12in, in width, 
which are being set up as spill holders,—F, G, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was an excellent attendance of the members of this society on Tuesday 
evening at their club house, the George and Dragon. After the secretary had read 
the minutes of the previous meeting it was resolved that there should be a friendly 
fishing competition by the members in the 'Thames at Twickenham, on Thursday, the 
5th of February, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and that they should have a dinner the same 
evening at their club house at 6.30, and the annual visit afterwards at 7.30, to which 
the members of all angling clubs in the Western district are earnestly invited. They 
would also like to see asmany of those as can come to the supper—tickets 2s. 6d. 
each. The members hope to seeas many of their friendsof the Hammersmith United 
on this occasion-—W. HE. 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above club competed for three prizes on the 25th inst., 
roving (Datchett to Windsor); ibut the sport was rather poor, no prizes being taken. 
We had a friendly visit paid us on Wednesday, the 21st inst., by the Anglers’ Pride 
AnglingSociety, who mustered in good force, After spending a jolly evening, the 
meeting closed in the usual way.—D. Davis, sec. 


: _ THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. ; 
The committee meeting will take place on Monday next, February 2nd, at 8.30 
p.m.—R, GHURNEY, sec, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 10s. 6d., 
annual subscription, from T, Hughes, treasurer, Rodney Piscatorials ; 7s. from the 
donation box of the (late) Beresford Angling Society ; and 2s. 6d., annual subscrip- 
tion from HE. J. Hoffman, secretary, Act onthe Square Angling Society. The next 
meeting of the committee will take place on Friday, February 13th, at 0 o’clock.— 
R. GHURNEY, sec, 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club competed on the 25th inst. for three prizes, at Sunbury, 
but had very poor takes ; Mr. Johnson took the first prize, Mr. Robinson the second, 
and Mr. Newton the third. Thirty of the members sat down to a leg of mutton 
spread on Wednesday evening (the mutton being presented by two members), when a 
most enjoyable evening was spent. The following gentlemen kept harmony going :— 
Mr. Martin, “ Happy Land”; Mr. Johnson, ‘“ Ever Welcome Friends” ; Mr. Hedges, 
“Far Away”; Mr. Ford, “The Powder Monkey”; Mr. Steel, comic song ; Mr. 
Gloster, ‘A Soldier’s Grave” ; Mr. Burkett, “The Anchor’s Weighed ” ; Mr. F. Ford, 
“ Jeanette” ; Mr. Robinson, “We Never Meet”; Messrs. Ford and Steel, a musical 
sketch ; Mr, Anstis, recitation; and Mr. Gloster, sen., comic song. The company 
broke up at a late hour with a vote of thanks to the host and hostess. A concert 
will take place on Monday, Feb. 9, for the benefit of a member who is in needy 
circumstances ; tickets to be had at the clubhouse” Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, 
Battersea.—GEO, MUMFORD, sec, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The monthly smoking concert was held on Monday last, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the 
chair, and it proved of a very instructive and enjoyable character, Mr. R. B. 
Marston’s paper on “ Some Old Angling Books” having been read by that gentleman 
before a large audience of the Claptonians, their friends, and the representatives of 
numerous angling societies. The evening commenced with an overture on the piano- 
forte, splendidly rendered by Mr. Winterbottom. Mr. Firkins then sang very nicely 
“ Sailing,” and as an encore, later in the evening gave “ Tell Her I Love Her So.” 
Mr. Taylor rendered “My Pretty Jane” in his usual masterly manner, and subse- 
quently ‘‘The Image Boy.” The chairman, in an appropriate speech, introduced 
Mr. Marston, and stated how highly the Clapton Anglers thought of the kind 
manner in which Mr. Marston had volunteered his reading. Mr, Marston, in re- 
sponding, said that it afforded him great pleasure to meet the company then 
assembled ; he explained the regret he felt at not being able to attend the Christmas 
entertainment. Mr. Marston then presented a very handsomely-bound volume of 
Dame Juliana Berners’ work on “ Angling,” being a facsimile of the original work 
published in 1640. The book was handed round, and was much admired. Mr. 
Marston then commenced his reading, and said that the book which he had presented 
to the Clapton Society was believed to be the oldest English published work upon the 
gentle art, from which he read various extracts, interpolating them with remarks 
thereon, especially notifying, amidst much laughter, that even in Dame Juliana’s 
days ‘“ pot-hunting ” was not in favour, inasmuch as one passage in her book says— 
“ When you have taken enough fish for your present need, go away, so as to have 
sport yourself when you angle on another occasion, and also to give others who 
angle the opportunity to take fish.” Many other writers were referred to, especially 
the never-excelled Walton and Cotton. Mr. Marston, in concluding his exceedingly 
interesting and instructive paper, most kindly offered to read another paper on a 
future occasion. This announcement was most warmly cheered. All those present 
seemed exceedingly pleased at what they had heard, and frequently applauded the 
reader. Mr, Chambers then made one of hisamusing speeches, although still suffer- 
ing (as he told his hearers) from his habitual nervousness. He stated the very great 
pleasure he had in proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Marston for his very 
able paper, and also for the handsome present made to ithe society by him. 
This was seconded by Mr. A. Jardine, who also gavea very telling speech, in which 
he specially referred to various matters in Dame Juliana’s book. A paternoster for 
pike was exhibited ay Mr. Jardine, who explained that it was designed by himself, 
and he had found it very deadly when carefully used in waters where fish were some- 
what lethargic. The vote of thanks was most enthusiastically carried with musical 
honours. Mr. Marston then called on Mr. Geen for afew remarks. Mr. P. Geen, 
who, on rising, was heartily greeted, said that he was most agreeably surprised and 
pleased at what he saw and heard at the Clapton that evening ; that all matters 
connected with angling he was a true friend to, loving the art as he did, and finding 
none other amusement equal to it. Mr. Geen alluded to the advantages which had 
accrued to fisheries by the passing of the “‘Mundella Acts,’ and he said that 
additional clauses, which were not then incorporated therein, he was striving 
to get added, and he had the honour to say that he had the promise of support from 
several well-known influential lords. Mr. Geen then, in a very eloquent manner, 
alluded to the great good that had resulted to the Thames angler (specially) from 
the unwearied exertions of Mr. Spreckley. He said that the mention of that good 
angler’s name, in any society or other meeting, always elicited applause, almost 
amounting to an ovation, and it was not to be wondered at, as the hame was known 
and honoured by all who knew the many years of earnest hard work done by Mr. 
Spreckley in the cause of angling. The chairman then said it was with the greatest 
satisfaction that he rose to announce that Mr. R. B. Marston had consented to 
become the first president of the Clapton Angling Society. Mr. Marston, in replying, 
said he had much pleasure in accepting the presidency of the Clapton, as from all 
he had seen and heard he considered it a most flourishing society, to which he should 
give all assistance in his power. Mr. Marston complimented the members on their 
indefatigable secretary, and on the great success that had attended his efforts. The 
chairman then proposed a cordial vote of thanks to kindred societies, especially those 
who had honoured the Clapton with their presence that night, and whom he had 
much pleasure in naming—viz., Mr. P. Geen, Piscatorial and other societies ; Mr. 
Jardine, Bona Fides ; Mr. T. J. Clark, representing Mr. Fletcher, of the North-Eastern ; 
Mr. W. H. Beckett and Mr. Murphy, Good Intent; Messrs. Elder, Wilshire, and 
Guyver, West Green ; Mr. Kidd, secretary, South Hornsey ; Messrs. Gray and Ferry, 
Edmonton and Tottenham ; Mr, Walter, secretary, and the Messrs, Dix, Burdett ; 


Messrs, Field, Chambers, and Parker, Gresham, &c. Mr. Beckett, of the Good Intent, 
being called on to respond, gave a very flattering testimony as to the opinion he had 
heard generally expressed with regard to the Clapton Angling Society. He thanked 
them for his own and other represented clubs, and wished long life and happiness 
to all members of the Clapton Angling Society. Mr. Marston stated his regret that 
Mr. Senior (“Red Spinner”), Fishing Editor of Vie Field, was not present. He 
knew that something very special must have kept him away, as he had promised to 
attend. Mr, Winterbottom also said that Mr. Wheeldon had expressed his regret to 
him that owing to a previous engagement he was unable to attend. A vote of thanks 
to Mr. Parker was heartily responded to, that gentleman having exhibited his 
“Harmonograph,” and inspection of this singular instrument, and of the designs 
produced by it, being much admired. The chairman said a few words as to the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and Mr. H. Short kindly took the “ Donation Box” 
amongst the audience, and a hearty and liberal response was made, and the concert 
was then resumed. Mr. Forrester was very laughable ‘with the “ Dear Unmarried 
Young Lady,” which he sang excellently in character, the chairman funnily intro- 
ducing him as Dame Juliana Berners. Mr. Jardine followed with “The Fine 
Old English Angler,” splendidly sung, and appreciated as one of the best songs of 
the evening, equalled only by his encore song, given later, ‘A Whaler’s Yarn.” Mr. 
D. Kidd gave a capital comic song, “ Does She do it for Love? No Fear!” Mr, 
Harvey gave “ Father O'Flynn,” and was warmly applauded. Mr. Gray sang very 
effectively “The Meeting of the Waters.” Mr. H. Short rendered “The Village 
Blacksmith ” in a touching manner ; and Mr, Binks sang ‘‘ The Noble 24th” remark- 
ably well. .Mr. Finch sang an excellent comic song, “A Woman’s Life is not a 
Happy One.” Mr. Marston proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, which was 
very heartily responded to; to Mr. Winterbottom, for his excellent pianoforte 
accompanying ; also, I am proud to say, to your obedient secretary —HENRY Howse. 
CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our complimentary meeting on the 26th was well attended ; above ninety visitors 
responded to our invitation—pretty well for a wet evening. Mr. Watts, of the 
United Brothers, was chairman, faced by Mr. W. Brown, of the Globe; Mr. Bening- 
field, of the Bermondsey Brothers, pianist. The chairman opened the harmony by 
singing * The Masher”; Mr. Brown, “ Big Ben Tower”; Mr. Chambers, City of 
London, “ Poor Working Girls” ; Mr. Beningfield, ‘* Where is My Dolly Gone?” and 
“The Turn of the Tide”; Mr. Lawrence, of the Globe, “ Gathering May”; Mr. Young, 
of the Duke of Norfolk, “ Behind the Scenes”; Mr. Stevens, of the St. John’s, 
“ Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep ” ; Mr. Tilley, of the Lincoln,“ Going to do Without 
*Em”; Mr. Embleton, Lincoln, “ I Traced Her Little Footsteps in the Snow” ; Mr. 
Payne, of the Highbury, “Standard Bearer”; Mr. Holmes, of the Globe, ‘“ The 
English Girl”; Mr. Constable, Bostonians, ‘‘The Stowaway” and ‘“ Remember 
Me”; Mr. Kepler, of the Star, “ Everything is Done for the Best” ; Mr. Green, of 
the St, Alban’s, two comic songs; Mr. Sheen, Lincoln, “Come Down and Open the 
Door”; Mr. Thorling, St. John’s, “ Four Jolly Good Fellows”; Mr. Clark, Inde- 
pendent Brothers, “Johnny Doyle”; and Messrs. Scarrett and Skinner finished up 
the harmony. The roll was called soon after eleven o’clock, nineteen clubs being 
well represented—viz., Amicable Brothers, Anchor and Hope, Angler’s Pride, Bos- 
tonians, Bermondsey Brothers, City of London, Duke of Norfolk, Globe, Highbury, 
Independent Brothers, Lincoln, Little Independent, Prince of Hesse, Reform, Second 
Surrey, St. John’s, St. Alban’s, the Star, and last, but not least in numbers, our old 
friends, the United Brothers (Deptford). We had four members out on the 25th— 
Messrs. Chambers and G, Blackwell weighed roach and dace from Penton Hook, and 
two fished the Stort, one being successful, Mr. McDonnell having a few fish ; the 
river being frozen, we had to break the ice, The unsuccessful member is known by 
the name of—Cas. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met in strong force on Thursday, Jan. 15th, when the 
Christmas prizes were distributed by Mr. Withers, our chairman, to the successful 
competitors as follows :—First, Mr. Wakeford; second, Mr. Maslin; third, Mr. 
Moore. Several other prizes were on the list but not taken. Mr. Harrison, of the 
Duke of Wellington, and Mr. Newman were duly proposed, seconded, and enrolled 
members of this society, The chairman started another list of prizes by giving £1 |s., 
followed by Messrs. Innis, Veaser, Speed, Newman, Wilson, Boisseau, and Banfield. 
The conditions as follows :—The prizes given by Messrs. Withers, Speed, and Wilson, 
members to weigh in any one day in the week ; the gross weight from this date to 
end of season to win ; private waters allowed, bank or punt. The conditions for the 
prizes given by Messrs. Newman, Ennis, Veaser, Banfield, and Boisseau as follows :— 
To take place on Feb. Ist., at Egham, from Old Windsor to Bell Weir Locks; bank 
only ; all fish to weigh, all to start by first train ; members not to fish within ten 
yards of each other, without consent ; one rod only. Mr. Wilson added a prize to the 
above list. Ihope to see the entire club go out on this occasion, as it will be our 
last outing together this season.—H. MASLIN, sec. 


EAST ANGLIAN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY (NORWICH). 

The annual dinner of the above was held on Wednesday, the 21st inst., at the 
Royal Exchange, Market-place, Norwich. Host Levett supplied a first-rate repast, 
and the room was tastily decorated with banners, &c. The president, Mr. Alderman 
Newman, presided, whilst the vice-president, Ernest Grimmer, Esq., occupied the vice- 
chair. The worthy chairman was supported by Messrs. Cullington (chairman of the 
society), Hinsby (vice-chairman), J. J. Rice and Palmer (hon. secs.), J. D. Beeston, 
A. Grimmer, R. Moll, Hook, Wilde, Clarke, Otty, Pearce, Roberts, Lamb, Wilby, Con- 
stable, Middleton, Clover, Howard, Barron, Engram, Morris, Feek, Ellwood, Sergt.- 
Majors Amye and Carlisle, &¢. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts haying been 
given and responded to, the President proposed “Prosperity to the Hast Anglian 
Piscatorial Society,’ and, in a neat and amusing speech, alluded to the benefits 
to be derived from cultivating the art of angling. He was pleased to find that 
through the exertion of Mr. Palmer the prize fund for the past season had been 
a very good one, and it afforded him extreme pleasure, on behalf of the prize- 
winners, to present Mr. Palmer with a handsome silver teapot as a slight recog- 
nition of his efforts. He trusted that he might live long to use their present, 
and, with the toast, he would couple the names of the hon. secs., Messrs. Rice 
and Palmer. Mr. J. J. Rice said it was a pleasure to have to report the con- 
tinued prosperity of their society, which had made advances in several directions, 
notably in regard to the size of fish to be killed—yiz., roach 7in. and bream Qin. 
During the past season they had had two matches, and sport had been very good. 
He desired to call the attention of members to the box for donations to the Yare and 
Bure Preservation Societies, as, by contributing to these, they would show their 
appreciation of the work of the two societies. He was happy to say the club was in 
a good financial position, having a balance in hand. Mr. Palmer expressed his 
surprise at being presented with such a handsome teapot, and his pleasure at being 
deemed worthy of such a mark of respect. It would encourage him in the future, 
and, as in days to come he might be using it, it would remind him of many happy 
hours passed in the society. He thanked them for coupling his name with the 
toast. The Vice-Chairman next proposed “ The Health of the President,’ expressing 
his opinion that they would never have a better, and a desire to be able to follow in 
the footsteps of one who had secured the deepest respect of his fellow-citizens. The 
toast was received with musical honours. Mr. Newman, in responding, alluded to 
his efforts at all times to assist all causes and societies, &c., which, in his opinion, 
had a tendency to foster social intercourse and good feeling amongst all classes, and, 
as far as his experience went, it seemed fishing clubs admirably succeeded in this. 
He thanked the proposer and the members all for their kindness in receiving his 
name in such a cordial manner. Before he sat down it would be his duty to 
propose “The Health of the Vice-President,’ in whom they were for- 
tunate in having a gentleman who -was devoted to sports of all kinds, 
and who was ever ready to lend his influence and support to the different 
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athletic clubs in our city. He trusted before long to see him connected with the 
City Corporation, and assuming some of the responsibilities he was so eminently 
fitted for. Mr. Grimmer disclaimed any desire for the fulfilment of the latter portion 
of the president’s speech ; but would be happy at all times to further the interest 
of the society to the utmost of his power. Mr. Hook proposed “The Yare and Bure 
Preservation Societies,” observing that the work of these societies was becoming 
more and more widely known and appreciated. With the toast he had pleasure in 
coupling the name of Mr. Moll. Mr. Moll regretted the absence of Mr. C. J. Greene, 
the respected secretary of the Yare Society ; but, as one of the committee, he was 
proud to be associated with the toast, and pleased to hear the expressions which had 
fallen from Mr. Hook. The work of the society was no small one, including the 
securing a special Act of Parliament for Norfolk and Suffolk, the watching the 
river, prosecution and conyiction of the poachers, the securing a by-law abolishing 
drag netting within certain limits—to the great advantage of the angler, the ob- 
taining in the first instance the grant of cheap tickets from the G.H. Railway, the 
support they had given to the kindred useful society in connection with the Bure, 
whose work has also been of a very wide character, as they had large tracts of 
water to look after. The speaker, every angler, and every society would to their 
utmost support these societies. He begged to thank them for their good wishes. 
“ Kindred Societies” was proposed by Mr. Cullington, and responded to by Mr. J. D. 
Beeston (Poet Laureate of the Norwich Angling Club), who congratulated the club 
on its position, and wished it continued prosperity. “The Press,’ “The Host,” and 
several others followed, the evening being made most enjoyable by the singing of 
Messrs. Barron, Middleton, Cullington, Sergt.-Major Carlisle, &c., Mr. Lamb acting 
efficiently as accompanyist. Altogether, it was a most successful meeting. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The inaugural dinner of this society was held at Mr. Seaman’s, the Duke’s Head 
Hotel, Quay, on Thursday evening, the 22ndinst. There wasa good muster, about 
35 members sitting down to dinner, which, by the way, was excellently served, and 
everyone was thoroughly satisfied. The president, Dr. Mitchell,occupied the chair ; 
the vice-president, Mr. T. Freeman, the vice-chair. The club-room was handsomely 
decorated, and a magnificent display of stuffed fish was exhibited. The principal 
exhibitor was Mr. Lowne, Fuller’s-hill, naturalist to the society. Mr. D. S. Bay- 
field, however, lent three cases of fine perch, and the president two. All the 
specimens were taken on Norfolk waters, and set up by Mr. Lowne. They consisted 
of pike, perch, bream, tench, roach, and rudd. The largest pike weighed 25lb. ; 
largest perch, 4lb. 20z.; largest bream, 5lb. 60z. The loyal toasts having been 
given and responded to with the utmost enthusiasm, “The Army, Navy, Reserve, 
and Volunteer Forces” were duly acknowledged. The chairman, in adverting to 
the army, which was coupled with the names of acting secretary Seaman and Mr. 
G. Archard, mentioned that one of Mr. Seaman’s brothers, who is a member of the 
Heavy Dragoons, had taken part in the recent battle of Abu Klea. Whether he had 
escaped was, of course, not as yet known; he sincerely trusted, however, that all 
would turn out well, and that news would shortly be forthcoming of his safety. 
Mr. Seaman replied, expressing a hope that he would see his brother again in 
England. If he did succumb, he would be the first out of several generations, as 
some member or other of his family had fought in every engagement of note since, 
and inclusive of, the battle of Waterloo, and not one of these had ever received 
ascratch. The hon. sec., Mr. John Lee, then proceeded to give the toast of the 
evening, viz.: “Success to the Eastern Counties Angling Society.” In doing so, he 
remarked that the society was inaugurated by the president, Dr. Mitchell, and vice- 
president, Mr. Freeman. Considering the association had been established but six 
or seven months ago, he thought they had done remarkably well. They had been 
able, during the late season, to award several valuable prizes. He trusted that in 
the ensuing season they would be able to achieveistill greater success. Hecoupled with 
the toast the name of the president. The President (who was most cordially received), 
in responding, gave a brief outline as to how the society came to be established. 
He said thatin June or July of last yearthe vice-chairman and himself had a chat 
between them touching the advisability of forming an angling society in Yarmouth, 
which would not only meet the requirements, but be congenial to the minds and 
inclinations of the piscators in this district, the want of such a society, properly 
managed, being much felt by our devotees to the gentle art. The result was that a> 
meeting was convened at the Duke’s Head, and, as a result of this meeting, the 
members are now able to boast of belonging to one of the most successful angling 
societies which has ever been established in the Eastern Counties. He thought they 
were fully justified in congratulating themselves on the success they had achieved, 
considering the brief period they had existed. There were now 108 members en- 
rolled upon the books of the society, while they also possessed no less than nine 
honorary members, many of them being the most representative men in the county. 
He might enumerate, for instance, the following gentlemen as being amongst the 
honorary members :—Sir E. H. K. Lacon, Bart., M.P., Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., Mr. 
Henry E. Buxton, Fritton Hall, and Mr. Alfred Nuthall (mayor of Kingston-on- 
Thames), &c. He (the president) considered that no better proof of the want of 
such a society, conducted in a proper manner, could be adduced than to remember 
the satisfactory result to their endeavours. Of course, they were aware that 
societies of this character were established partly for the purpose of promoting good 
fellowship and sociability among the members, and partly for the reason that when 
assembled together they were better able to inform each other where the best sport 
was to be obtained, and where the most likely spots were to be found, good sportsmen 
being always willing to diffuse all the knowledge they possessed amongst others who 
enjoyed the same pastime as themselves. With regard to the financial position of the 
society, he was pleased to inform them that their worthy treasurer, Mr. Brasnett, had in 
hand, after paying all expenses, something like £10. This was an exceedingly 
gratifying fact, especially when they recollected that since their establishment 
they had presented about twenty prizes, which cost between £35 and £40. All these 
prizes had been won inthe fairest possible manner, the successful competitors on 
each occasion being eulogised by their coadjutors for their skill and perseverance. 
The great local advantage of such a society was that, owing to the doings of the 
members from time to time appearing in the metropolitan journals, many gentlemen 
were attracted to Yarmouth who would not otherwise have visited it. It was an 
admitted fact that the broads and rivers of Norfolk and Suffolk constituted one of 
the greatest attractions possessed by the Yarmouth district to induce visitors to visit 
us ; eliminate those beautiful waters from Yarmouth’s list of attractions, and in his 
(the president’s) humble opinion there would be decidedly appreciable diminution in 
the number of visitors. He personally thanked the officers of the society for the 
energy and willingness with which they had assisted him in promoting its welfare. 
To the vice-president, treasurer, secretaries, and auditors, much credit was due for 
the assiduity and self-abnegation with which they had discharged their duties. The 
chairman then submitted “The Health of the Vice-Chairman and Treasurer,” 
paying a high compliment to those gentlemen for the interest they had, and still 
evinced, in the society’s doings. Mr. Freeman and Mr. Brasnett suitably replied. 
“The Health of the Secretaries ” (Messrs. Lee and Seaman) was then proposed by 
Mr. Brasnett, and drank amidst the greatest enthusiasm. Several other toasts were 
then given and heartily responded to, especially that accorded Mr. Lowne for the 
trouble he had taken in arranging the various specimens in the room. The evening’s 
proceedings were much enlivened by the rendering of several songs by Messrs. Miller, 
Cooper, Page, Archard, Seaman, the chairman, and others. The competition for 
pike and perch will shortly be fished, when it is hoped that as many members will 
enter their names as can conveniently do so, arrangements having been made which 
will allow of the match being fished on Higham Sounds; good sport is therefore 
anticipated. 


. GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The sixth annual supper of this prosperous society took place on Wednesday 
evening at their headquarters, the George Hotel, Fonthill-road, Finsbury Park, N., 


and proved very successful. The club-room was most handsomely decorated, which 
gave a very cheerful appearance for the occasion. Forty members and friends did 
ample justice to a very excellent spread provided by Host Franks, who, as usual on 
these occasions, did more than heart could wish for to make everyone comfortable, 
which he unquestionably succeeded in doing. The chair was very ably filled by Mr. 
W. Brown, assisted by Mr. L. Harrington in the vice-chair, Mr. R. Ghurney, secre- 
tary of the Anglers’ Association, was among the visitors, and Mr. J. Fitch, secretary 
of the Central Association likewise. The cloth having been cleared, the chairman 
proposed the health of the visitors, coupled with the names of the two last-named 
gentlemen, who responded, thanking the society for the friendly reception they had 
given them. The chairman next gave the toast of the evening “Success to the 
Globe Angling Society,” which was received with enthusiasm, and responded to by 
the secretary, Mr. J. J. Holmes, at the same time proposing “ The 
Health of the Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Franks,’ which was received with 
musical honours. On Mr. Franks responding, he said that he thanked the 
company very much for the good feeling they had shown towards him that 
evening ; at the same time he could not help saying that he was very proud of being 
a member and treasurer of the Globe Angling Society, and nothing should be wanting 
on his part to make ita success. The health of the chairman and vice-chairman 
having been drunk and duly responded to, the chairman next gave ‘‘ The Health of 
the Secretary,” and proposed a vote of thanks to him for his untiring services he had 
given the society during the past season ; after which, music and harmony prevailed 
till 2.15 a.m., thus bringing one of the most enjoyable events of the year toa close, 
with “ Auld Lang Syne” by Mr. C. Munro. On the 18th inst.several of our members 
competed for a silver cup, presented by Mr. A. Harris, the result being a tie between 
Mr. L. Harrington and Mr. F. Lawrence, who fished it off again on the 25th, Mr. L. 
Harrington winning by a few ounces.—J. HOLMES, sec. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thirty-eight of our members fished for ten prizes, or rather tried to do so, on the 
25th, at the Rye House roam of water, on both sides of the river, from the Railway 
Bridge to St. Margaret’s Lock, and, strange to say, not a fish was taken amongst the 
whole of the members, such a thing never having occurred before with this club. 
The members will compete again, at Uxbridge, on Feb. 1, with, I hope, better 
success. Our supper takes place on Tuesday next, Feb. 3, when Mr. H. J. Tibbatits 
will take the chair, faced by Mr. W. H. Snook; supper on the table at nine o’clock. 
Iam pleased to say that Mr. H. G. Brookwell’s handsome collection is in the club- 
room.—R. MuRPHY. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society having, as you are no doubt aware, done good service in 
the advancement of angling and pisciculture since its foundation in May, 1882, both to 
the interest of the borough and its immediate neighbourhood, desire most respectfully 
to direct your attention to the following facts:—The promoters have for some time 
past felt that their progress has been greatly deterred in consequence of being com- 
pelled to hold their meetings at a publichouse, and especially one not suited for 
their requirements ; and finding that no alterations can be suitably made at their 
present quarters, they have come to the determination to take private premises, 
some having been already offer@d on very advantageous terms, and to now found a 
club comprising gentlemen andfriends of both yachting and piscatorial pursuits. 
The premises offered are both central and adapted, having two large rooms for each 
club, to which will be attached a reading-room and library supplied with all works 
and publications relating to each pursuit, augmented from time to time as circum- 
stances permit. The whole to be governed by a president and committee of 
management, who will take the entire responsibility, believing that under judicious 
management it would in a very short time be perfectly self-supporting, thereby 
enabling the friends and followers of the above pursuits to enjoy what has proved to 
be a great boon in many of our provincial towns and cities that does not at the 
present time exist in Yarmouth. Considering also that now the National Fish 
Culture Association has been formed, which pledges itself to assist all the piscatorial 
societies for the advancement of pisciculture, there will practically be no difficulty in 
stocking some of our waters with a better class of fish than now abounds therein. 
The object in addressing you in the matter is to solicit your patronage and support, 
which would greatly assist us in furthering the above objects——HENRY BLAKE, 
vice-president, 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, on Tuesday. Mr. Chambers occupied the 
chair, and there was a very large attendance of members and visitors. Letters were 
read from Mr. Pechey, the Clapton Angling Society, and from Mr. Geen. The parti- 
culars of the pike competition were settled, and the date fixed for the 10th proximo ; 
full details will be furnished to each member in the course of a day or two. Dr. 
Brunton and Mr, Young having given an account of recent angling experiences, the 
ballot was taken for a new member, and the chairman declared Mr. Walter Gibb duly 
elected. Some highly interesting photographs were exhibited by Mr. Harding, who 
gave a very able description of them. English anglers are to be congratulated on 
the comparative safety of their sport to that which they would be likely to obtain at 
Aden. The photographs shown by Mr. Harding were of an enormous rock-cod, said 
to have scaled 303lb., and to have been the cause of the death of one native 
and very nearly of another. An interesting discussion followed, in which Dr. 
Brunton and several other members joined. Mr, Crumplen, who had given notice to 
move a resolution upon the question of delegates to the Anglers’ Association, having 
conferred with Mr. Parker, the latter withdrew his letter to the FISHING GAZETTE, 
and seconded a resolution, which Mr. Crumplen obtained the permission of the 
meeting to substitute for that he had given notice of in the following terms: “ That 
with a view to promote harmony, two members of this society attend the meetings 
of the Anglers’ Association until further notice ; but that this society do not thereby 
endorse the past proceedings of that association or express an opinion on matters in 
dispute between the rival bodies.” This was carried unanimously, as also a proposi- 
tion of Mr. Godwin’s, seconded by Mr. Urumplen, “That Mr, Parker and Mr. Young 
represent the Gresham Society at the Anglers’ Association.” Some songs, con- 
tributed by Messrs. Cartwright and Aveling, were followed by a vote of thanks to 
the chairman, and the proceedings concluded with the National Anthem,—H, 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out lately, but the sport met with has been 
somewhat unsatisfactory. We were, however, favoured on the 25th inst. with a 
capital show of chub and roach, taken by Mr. Frank Temple in the Thames, some of 
the chub scaling between 3lb. and 4lb. each. Mr. Anthony produced some good 
roach from Shepperton, and on the 28th inst. Mr. C. Lewis a nice jack from Hampton. 
Members are particularly requested to present themselves at the club-house on 
Wednesday next, the 4th February, as matters of importance will be brought forward 
for discussion, and there are several prizes yet to arrange to be angled for before the 
close of the season.—J. E, WHEATLEY, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We had two splendid shows of dace from the Thames on the 25th inst., about 12]b. 
by Mr. G. H. Wood, and 103lb. by Mr. 8, Cole; also a few roach by Mr. High.— 
R, GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We hada nice show on Wednesday, the 28th day of January. Mr. G. Riches had 
a very fine jack ; Mr. T. Dennison, sen., had a brace of the same kind. Mr. T.. 
Goodwins had a tray of roach, chub, and perch. The members will compete for 
four special prizes on Feb. 8th at Bourne End or Great Marlow; all kinds weigh 
No competitor to leave London before the morning of the competition—H. B. 
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PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished on the 25th at Staines for a series of prizes ; 
but the result was disappointing, only three prizes being won, by Messrs. Durant, 
Parsons, and Beard ; the others will be fished for in an open match on the Ist, with 
another given by Mr. Furner. Members will please attend on Tuesday next to 
arrange for supper match_—GADFLY, 








LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members out on the 25th inst. Our one-armed champion, Mr. Bingle, 
saved the club from a blank with a very fine show of perch, roach, and dace, from 
West Drayton ; one of the perch scaled 131b., and one of the dace turned the scale 
at 840z,_H. BINGLE, sec. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting of the above society was held last Monday evening, as usual, 
at Ashley’s Hotel, Convent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs. M. H. 
Blamey, G. Robinson, J. Pattison, R. 8. Fennings, H. Gray, A. Arter, C. P. Wheat- 
stone, W. H. Brougham, T. Gillatt, R. C. and C. C. Blundell, and W. M. Jesse. Mr. 
R. T. Sachs was elected chairman, and the minutes of the previous meeting were 
read by the honorary secretary and confirmed, After one or two matters of trivial 
importance had been mentioned, the chairman was congratulated on the excellence 
of his portrait and the interesting sketch of his life which appeared in last week’s 
FIsHING GAzETTE. The fully-expressed opinions of the members were that he 
deserved the prominence and honour he had received. Matters now took a more 
decided piscatorial turn, and Mr. Meyer was called upon by the chairman, Mr., 
Meyer said that he had been fishing with Hone above Staines, and although he had been 
oyera long length of water,he was only able to bring away three chub weighing 51b. 10o0z. 
which he caught early in the day, the others were not large enough to pass muster 
under the society’s rules regarding weight, which are in all instances considerably in 
advance of measurements of the Thames Conservators. Messrs. H. B. Brown’s and 
E. Foreman’s skill was represented by a grand show of chub and one jack; Mr. H. B. 
Brown, who was credited with the jack and the largest chub, which weighed 4Ib. 30z., 
said that he had been staying with some friends at his old quartersat Abingdon, and 
although he had fished diligently and the weather appeared propitious, the chub 
were not well on the feed, and only an occasional fish was to be taken. He had the 
misfortune to be fishing with an old line, and managed to get broke above the float, 
which disappeared with the fish, but a gentleman, duck shooting, happend to be 
passing near the spot aconsiderable time afterwards, seeing Mr. Brown’s lively float, 

.gave chase, and after an hour managed to capture float and fish. the latter 
going 4b. 90z, Mr. R. E, Booker briefly accounted for being in_ possession 
of three jack, weighing 12lb. 100z., which he had caught at Pangbourne, 
fishing with W. Davidson. Mr. J. Huggett then gave a graphic account of a day’s 
fishing in his favourite water, the Avon, the tangible result of which was a show of 
pike weighing 56lb. 30z. One of these fish weighed 16lb. loz. and was captured 
late in the afternoon, after all hope of further sport had been given up. Mr. Hug- 
gett fished, asusual, with his patent snap-tackle, consisting of one triangle only. 
He had also been chub fishing at Datchet, and although everything seemed to 
promise a good basket, it was not ful(i)filled. Mr. R. T, Sachs proposed ‘“ The 
Health of the Successful Anglers,” and the usual toast of “ The Piscatorial Society,” 
which being duly honoured, Mr. D. Goodyear brought a pleasant evening to a close 
proposing a vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. B, 


READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Tuesday last, the annual dinner to the lock-keepers and bailiffs in this associa- 
tion’s district, which extends from Goring to Shiplake inclusive, was given at the 
Broadface Hotel, Reading, when a capital repast was served up by Mr. Mason, the 
host, and a most pleasant evening spent. Fifteen out of the 19 men invited were 
able to attend, and there were also present Messrs. Arthur C. Butler (hon. sec. of the 
association), who occupied the chair, W. W. Ridley, F. R. Hurley, T. G. Clark, and 
T. Mackrill. Mr, W. Hull, of Sonning, occupied the vice-chair. 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 26th, a complimentary visit was paid to the above society at their new 
headquarters, the New Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth ; the host of which is Mr, 
T, Hughes, a gentleman who was the first to find the money, and pay for the first 
privilege tickets grant to London anglers ; most ancient anglers know this. But 
as ‘a Mahdi” has arisen claiming to be Mahomet, who has done, and will do 
great things for London anglers, according to the reports that have been circulated 
by himself and his confréres, I think that it is time modern members of angling 
societies should know to whom the honour is due for the great boon they now hold, 
and as an acknowledgment of the above, Messrs. R. Ghurney, A. de Costa, J. 
Benjaman, C. Nixon, and several other ancient members of the angling world paid our 
host and hostess a visit on this occasion, to say nothing of the numerous repre- 
sentatives of modern societies in the neighbourhood, among them being the Peckham 
Brothers, the Wellington, Walworth Piscatorials, and many more, to all of whom I 
tender, on behalf of the Rodney Piscatorials, my sincere thanks for the 
pleasure of their company on this occasion. The evening was passed 
very comfortably amid recitation, short addresses, and displaying of vocal 
abilities. Mr. Flower presided, assisted by Mr. R. Smith. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen contributed towards the evening’s amusement:— Mr. 
Flower, R. Smith, R.P., C. Nixon, H.B. The songs sang by this gentleman called 
forth great applause. Messrs. J. Stidolph, P.B., Garnahan, P.B., Wright, W., 
Alexander, W.. W. Page, P.B., Griffin, W.P., White, P.B., Durant, P.B., A. de Costa, 
“ily of the Vale.” I must say our veteran of the Lea has not changed either in 
looks or yocal abilities, and has the same style and appearance as he had ten years 
ago. Mr. Hibble, W.P., contributed ‘“Cassius’s Contempt of the Seasons” in fine 
‘style. Mr. R. Ghurney, C. Grant, C. A. Pocock, G. Dodd, and many more whose 
names I fail to remember. Time sped on so fast that the hour arrived towards 
which trains, trams, and omnibuses make their last journey for the day to the 
yarious parts of the town, and in order to avoid “shanks’s pony” and “the milk- 
maids,” a pleasant evening was brought to a close with kind wishes to our host 
and hostess, the Rodney Piscatorials, and to “ Pixie.” At the meeting held on the 
28th it was agreed that, in consequence of the prizes offered for competition on the 
25th not being taken, that they remain for competition on the same terms for Feb. 
ist. Messrs. Davis and Moody were duly elected this evening. Gross weight prize 
for February, 10s. 6d. from funds, and also 5s, towards the Spreckley Testimonial 
Fund.—PIxie. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 


- Two prizes, given by Mr.C. F. Robinson and T. Harris, will be competed for during 
the month of February, The heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish to take the 
prizes in rotation. No fish weighed after ten o’clock p.m.—T. GRETTON, 


WELLINGTON. 

On the 26th inst. Mr. Charles Newbury weighed in chub, 101b. 1340z., from Datchet. 
Messrs. Hopkins, Palmer, Sloper, and Jenner also weighed in, but the takes were 
very small. Mr, James Weare’s prize for largest perch between December 17th and 
January 12th was won by Mr. Palmer with only 130z. Iam sorry to have to 
announce the sudden death of our esteemed member, Mr, Elijah Snow, on the 16th 
inst. He was buried at Forest Hill Cemetery on Thursday last, and was carried to 
the grave by members of this society. A subscription list has been started, and a 

- concert will be held on Saturday, the 21st February, for the benefit of his widow, 

_ who is unfortunately left unprovided for, and I trust each member will do what 
he can to assist, A roving match for four prizes will take place on the 8th 
February, go-where-you-please, in public waters—W, W. ALEXANDER, sec. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place on Tuesday evening last, at 
the Pelican Hotel, All Saint’s-road, W., with a good muster of members; Mr. 
G. Evans in the chair. The minutes of the last mecting having been read and passed, 
the secretary read a notice he had just received from Mr. Geen relative to the 
movement recently made for acknowledging, in some form, the valuable services 
that have been given by Mr. T. Spreckley to the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society. After afew words from Mr, P. Geen, who was present, the society unani- 
mously instructed him to add their name to the list he has in hand. Mr. Adeane, as 
the delegate to the Anglers’ Association meeting, described matters that took place 
on the 19th inst., and also called attention to the explanatory letter of Mr, Parker’s, 
published in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE. This letter afforded some very useful 
information of what has, and is, being done by the Angling Associations of London, 
aud the members generally expressed their desire of having conveyed to the Editor of 


FISHING GAZETTE their approval of his impartiality and sense of fair play, as 
evinced by the publication of Mr. Parker’s letter referred to. Two new members 
were proposed and seconded during the evening, and will be balloted for as usnal 


at the following meeting. 


TROUT and GRAYLING, 





OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 
Of 8S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, 8. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 





For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate Houses, Guildford. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tux Forest anv Stream has avery extensive circula- 
ticn among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations ia Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 





The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History, 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


Tne weekly numbers of the Forest anp STREAM 
gnnually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2\s. per annum; lds. 6d. for six 
montks. 


Published by the Forest anp STREAM PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Seance, and Rivineton, 
Crown Buildings, 8%. Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 


and all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish, 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, 'BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


The Tyrolean iusical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS, 

Post Free, 27 stamps. Tight Tunes. Size 74 by 
21 inch, In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 8s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s. each. J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, 8.E. 


2s,—_TW0O SHILLINGS—2s, 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED. 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c, 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.O.0, for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B. PILLINGER 
1%), Blackfriars-road, London, 8.E. 


ONE SHILLING. 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard, 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Electro- 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Hach denotes correet 
time, and is warranted for two years. To be pre- 
cured only frem the undersigned All orders 
executed by return ef post. J. B, PILLINGHR, 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, 8.H, 











THE 


GREAT REWIEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED BY LIFE,’ 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me, 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Ixtract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 8d., 
lls., and 21s, each, 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORY, 
LONDON, E.¢. 


W. BARTLEET and SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


Tested Fish Hooks. 
THE NEW “SLICED HOOKS ” 


(R. B, Marston's Patent). 


FISHING RODS AND TACKLE 


in general, 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 
11 Gold and Prize Medals Awarded. 








London House :— 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 
Manufactory :— 


ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH. 
Wholesale only, 





ESTABLISHED JUNE, 1856, 





THE 


LONDON & COUNTY UNITY 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


ON THE 
PERMANENT PRINCIPLE. 
Incorporated under Building Societies Act of 1874. 
ADVANCES MADE ONLY ON FREEHOLD, 
COPYHOLD. & LEASEHOLD PROPERTIES, 
Deposits received at 4 per cent, 

The Advances being only on Real Property, the 
security offered is undeniable, 
SUBSCRIPTION MEETINGS 
Held on the first Wednesday Evening of every 
month between Six and Hight o’clock at 
The AUCTION MART, Tokenhouse Yard, 
LOTHBURY, E.C. 

(At the Back of the Bank), 

« B’ ROOM,’”? GROUND FLOOR, 

Prospectuses will be forwarded by post, or can be 
had on application to the Secretary, Mr. JAMES 
GROVER, 87, Robert-street, Chelsea, 5. W., 

The Half-Yearly Interest on the Completed 
Shares and Deposit Accounts is now in course of 


payment. 
OITY OFFICE—40, ALDERSGATE STREET. 


ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No. 17, King William Street, Charing C oss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000, 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years, Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—ROBERT 
P. HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
ject, Easy repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
tion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank to 
carry out all arrangements. 
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HOW TO GET INFORMATION 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


ABOUT ANGLING PLACES. 





England. 
ALNWICK 


AND 
North Northumberland. ; 
Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the q 
«“ Alnwick and County Gazette,’ 
which is the only paper in this District, and has a 
large circulation. 


ALTON 


(Hampshire). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Alton and Petersfield Observer.” 


AMBLESIDE AND 
LAKE DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen wanting partieulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the Lake District 
should advertise in the 
“ Ambleside Herald, Lakes News, and 

Visitors’ List,” 


Also “Bowness Herald,” &c. 


ARUNDEL 


(Sussex). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District, or inany 
other part of Sussex, Surrey, or Hampshire, should 
advertise in the 

“West Sussex Gazette,” 
Published on Thursdays, which has a circulation in 
the above Counties of over 33,000. For price of 
Advertisements, apply to the Proprietors, Messrs. 
MITCHELL and Co., Arundel. 


BARNSTAPLE 


(North Devon). 

Gentlemen who want particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in “'THE NORTH DEVON HERALD.” 
Published Bi-Weekly : Every Thursday Morning, 
price One Penny, eight pages, forty-eight columns, 
Times size ; every Monday Afternoon, price One 
Halfpenny. ‘‘THE HERALD” is at once the 
Cheap and Popular Local and County Journal, and 
has by far the Largest Circulation of any Paper 
published in North Devon. Advertisements must 
reach the Head Offices, 106, High-street, Barnstaple, 
on Monday Mornings and Wednesday Evenings. 


BARNSTAPLE 
NORTH DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the District should 
advertise in the 

“North Devon Journal.” 
(Established 1824.) 


BATH. 


Anglers requiring QUARTERS in Bath or 
neighbourhood should advertise in the 




















th Argus.’ 
THE OLDEST AND LARGEST DAILY PAPER 
IN THE COUNTY, 
And largest 1d. Paper in the West of England. 
Enquiries as to the best Waters and how to fish 
them will be gladly inserted FREE in Zhe Bath 
Argus. 





BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Bath Journal.” 


BERWICK-ON- 
TWEED. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Berwick Journal,” &c., or in 
“ Berwickshire News.” 
Offices : 25, High-street, Berwick, and Market- 
place, Duns, Berwickshire. 


BERWICK-ON 
TWHED. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Border Counties Gazette.” 
Offices : Berwick-on-Tweed. 


BLANDFORD 


(Dorsst). 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 











“Blandford Express.” 


BOGNOR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Bognor Observer.” 


BOSTON 


(Lincolnshire). 

Anglers wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Boston Guardian,” &c. 


HAMPSHIRE. 


tentlemen contemplating a visit to The Anton, 
The Test, the Houghton Waters, or other Rivers 
in the neighbourhood of Amdover, Stockbridge, 
Whitchurch, Chilbolton, &c., and wanting parti- 
culars about FISHING WATERS and QUARTERS 
in North Hants, should advertise in the 
“ Andover Advertiser,” 
(Published every Friday at Andover), which has 
the Jargest circulation in the neighbourhood of 
these celebrated trout streams. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“ Boston Independent and Lincolashire 
Advertiser.” 


Advertisements (24 words, ls. ; excess in propor- 
tion) should be sent to Boston Independent, Boston 


SOMERSET. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 
ADVERTISEMENTS are inserted once in each 
of the undermentioned Newspapers at the charge 
of ONE SHILLING for the first line and SIX- 
PENCE each additional line, for the whole seven 
publications. 
Prepayment must be made in all cases in which 
the charge is less than 8s. A line contains eight 
words on an average. 
1—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
published at Taunton on Saturdays. Twelve 
pages—the largest paper in the West of 
England. Price 3d, Established 1836, 

2—‘The Somerset County Gazette,” 
1d. Edition, on Thursdays and Saturdays. 

3.—“ Western News,” published at Taunton. 

4.“ Bridgwater Mercury,” published at 
Bridgwater. 

5.—“ Devonand Somerset Weekly News,” 
published at Tiverton and Wellington. 

6.—“ Western Advertiser,” published at 
Yeovil. 

7.—‘Chard, Ilminster and Axminster 
Weekly Advertiser,” published at 
Chard. 

Orders. are received at the Somerset County 
Gazette Office, Taunton; the Bridgwater Mercury 
Office, Bridgwater; the Weekly News Office, 
Tiverton; and the Western Advertiser Office, 
Yeovil. 

Advertsements inserted in these papers are 
brought before the public every day. 


The EXE, the BARLE, 
The CULM. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING in 
either of these Devonshire Streams should adver- 
tise in the 
“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 

3U Herald.” 

Prepaid Advertisements, 20 Words for 1s.— 
Address, GREGORY and SON, Gazette, Tiverton, 
Devon. 























GHales. 





ABERGAVENNY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district should 
advertise in, and refer to, the 


“ Abergavenny Chronicle.” 








Scotland. 


ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen wishing particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Northern Advertiser,” 


the best medium for Advertisements in the North 
East of Scotland. 


Published every Tuesday and Friday by JO 
AVERY and CO,, Limited” y 





AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting information about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Ayr Observer.” 


JAMES M. JAYNSON, Publisher, Observer 
Buildings, Ayr. . 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE 
and Galloway. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in Dnmfries-shire, 
Kirkeudbrightshire, or Wigtownshire, should 
advertise in the 
“Dumfries and ee ey, Courier and 

erald.” 
Published Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Offices : 8, Queen-street, Dumfries, N.B. 


BLAIRGOWRIE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in East Perthshire or 
West Forfarshire—a district where there are many 
Rivers and Lochs—should advertise in the 

“Blairgowrie Advertiser.” 
Published every Saturday. Large and influential 
circulation. Terms moderate. 

Head Office : Reform-street, Blairgowrie. 


PEEBLES. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 











“Peebles-shire Advertiser.” 
Published every Saturday, 
WATSON and SMYTH, Publishers, Peebles. 


PERTHSHIRE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district should 
advertise in the 
“Perthshire Constitutional,” 

The leading paper in the county. 


SCOTLAND. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Daily Review.” 


The largest Halfpenny Morning Paper published, 
and circulating over the whole of Scotland. 


Offices : 20 and 22, St. Giles’-street, Edinburgh. 





Perth. 











KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “ARLEL,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,” by which they 
entrap the unwary. 5 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor doesit pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 
Wm. KING, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 

Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH, 








FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt, PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food isinvaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish, 


























[Jan 31, 1885. 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 








Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. : 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 


"THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England.” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tarifi—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table @hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng- 

land for winter fishing 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY 


ANNUALLY INCUBATES 


MORE OVA OF SALMON, 
TROUT, & GHAR 


whole of the Canadian Government 
Hatcheries combined, 








Than the 


Send for Price List to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING 


Devonshire Rivers. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in 
ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. 

Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Deyon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 


ton Fishing Association, 
| Boric Firat BAN K— 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usual 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special cireumstances. 

The Bankalso receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand, 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application, 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

March 31st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions. 





ESTABLISHED 1851, 








OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY, 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREBHOLD LAND SOCIETY, 
A Pamphlet, with full partieulars, on applieation, 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Mamager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to retwn rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of sueh communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstals; and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6a" 
: ae see part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage» 
3 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo, Stephen, 30, Clarence‘Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr, T. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt ©. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON Low, MARSTON, and ©O., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, FEEBRULA:R ¥ ::Tpenk 8 8d. 














TOO “EARLY TROUT FISHING.” 


WE recommend to the attention of all who consider themselves fair 
anglers the remarks of our correspondent, “ North-East,’ from 
Pickering, this week. We all know what the expression, “the 
trout are in fair condition for the time of year,’ means—fish hardly 
off the spawning beds, too often. 





GREVILLE FENNELL. 


(FROM THE “GERMAN FISHING GAZETTE,” JAN.227.) 








“GREVILLE FENNELL, the well-known angling writer, died on 
January 13.* He did much-to increase the love of fishing in 
England, and belonged to the number of those Britons who handle 
the pen as deftly as the rod. It is much to be regretted that with us 
in Germany comparatively little has been done in this direction. It 
is the poetry of fishing which is represented by these writers, and 
those who would make the whole German people more acquainted 
with fishing—would see it made popular—must wish that angling 
writers would increase among us.” 





FISHING IN CORSICA AND SARDINIA. 


TROUT abound in some of the mountain streams both of Corsica and 
Sardinia—for instance, in the Tavignano in the former, and in the 
Flumendosa in the latter island. 

Although the Corsicans assert that the finest fishing grounds in 
the Mediterranean lie round Corsica, yet larger catches than at any 
station round this island are made in the vicinity of some of the 
great salt lakes of Sardinia. I am writing you this letter from 
Cagliari, the capital of the latter island, where enormous numbers 
of grey mullet are caught in curiously-shaped traps placed in the 
openings that connect the lake and the all but tideless sea together. 
Long lines of flexible reeds are also to be seen stuck firmly into the mud in the 
lake, with a line baited with young mullet on which eels are caught. The fish 
from this lake, and from the still more extensive ones at Oristano, have made 
the fortunes of numerous individuals. The Sard eel-spearers in flat-bottomed 
boats, in their picturesque dresses of black and white, are an interesting sight. 

Sport in Corsica being somewhat meagre and uncertain, owing to the natives 
constantly carrying guns, is not worth the journey from England to obtain. 
Game, however, on the unhealthy east coast, and away from towns, is tolerably 
plentiful, and the scenery is magnificent. The journey is frequently undertaken 
for the sake of what the island affords, as well as for climatic reasons. ‘The 
moufion, the wild mountain sheep of Corsica and Sardinia, is met with but 
rarely, especially in the former, That it still exists there, however, I have had 
ocular proof on more than one occasion. Somewhat like a chamois or the ovis 
montana, they inhabit the very loftiest parts of Corsica. In Sardinia the 
mountains are not so numerous, but the moufflon-is more so. In three days 
last tyear I saw no less than 35 on the spurs of Gennargentu, the highest 
mountain in the island of Sardinia. None were killed, but a red deer was by 
one of the native hunters in our employ. The insubordination of these Sards, 
their rapacity, and the advisability of always being armed, form one of the 
chief obstacles to the enjoyment of the delights of Sardinia. Several of the 
wild sheep caught young have been sent alive to England and elsewhere. In 
both islands a license to carry a gun is legally necessary, though the native 
sportsmen rarely possess a license. On my first arrival at Ayaccio in Corsica, 
the landlord of the Hotel de l’Europe secured for me the services of a native 
chasseur, who carried his gun and my own through the crowded streets in perfect 
disregard of the officials whose business it is to ask for these permits de chasse, 
explaining after, with a significant gesture, that no Corsican was ever asked for 
one. ‘This reckless sportsman was accompanied by a spotted dog, which, during 
the day, killed a hare, to his master’s great delight. Most of the land in the 
vicinity of Ayaccio is cultivated and nominally preserved, though hardly any game 
is to be found upon it owing to its being shot over by almost everyone possessing 
agun. During our wanderings that day, when near the high road, the sudden 
appearance of a mounted official caused my friend to sink down into the high 
grass, dragging me with him, till the noise of his horse’s heels had died away. 


* By an oversight, we gave the date as January 7 in our notice of Mr, Fennell 
Jast week,—ED, 


Even Ayaccio is not wholly free from Mediterranean fever, {o which the 
residents especially are more or less subject. During the construction of a 
portion of the railway line to Bastia, the workmen suffered severely until the 
planting a grove of Hucalyptus globulus counteracted the miasmic exhalations. 
Corsica is a land of strong wines and strong waters. The wines from the 
interior are specially potent, while the waters of Orezza should, in some cases, 
be taken only by medical advice. Living, except in certain cases, is most 
inexpensive—a dinner at Vivario, where the diligence from Corte stops, 
consisting of five courses and bottle of wine, costing less than eighteenpence. 

Poor as the Mediterannean is in its yield of fish, good catches are made 
round Corsica, many of the inhabitants being fishermen by trade. Most of the 
larger fish are taken by long lines at night, and only in certain places. A line 
that I put out in the bay of Ayaccio one night, with 50 hooks carefully baited 
with pieces of octopus, when visited early the following morning, was found to 
have nothing on it but a small conger. 

A day may pleasantly be passed catching the numerous elegantly and variously- 
coloured fish with which the rocks and shallows abound. One morning in 
December I rowed across the bay. A wicker basket filled with shrimps was 
sheltered under a seat from the somewhat too powerful rays of the sun. On reach- 
ing a long ridge of rock under water, we dropped a heavy stone secured by three 
fathoms of rope. Every crevice of rock or morsel of gorgeously-coloured weed 
was visible through the clear water. Two long cane rods, with each three yards 
of line, a yard of gut, weighted, and with a medium-sized hook completed the 
outfit. Shrimps are soon put on a hook. The only necessity was to cast as far 
as possible, and let the bait sink. This was followed by an instant nibbling. 
Not once was the same species of fish landed twice in succession. I had just 
taken the hook from the mouth of a small crimson and blue fish, and was in the 
act of lifting into the boat one of the very brightest pea-green colour from nose to 
tail, when an exelamation from the boatman showed me that he had hooked 
something unusual, which turned outa 3lb. octopus, which we had great trouble 
in killing by repeated stabs after it had explored every corner of the boat—a 
squirming mass of arms each 18in. long. A species of small white fish may be 
caught in great numbers in the harbours, but are not much esteemed as food. 

Young fish like whitebait, with immense quantities of enormous sea slugs, 
are frequently the only result of careful hauls of the net. Pilchard, tunny, and 
anchovy, prawns, lobsters, red and grey mullet, turbot, and other fish’are taken 
in places round both islands. 

With regard to banditti or brigands, no one need be afraid of them in Corsica ; 
and the same might be said with equal truth of its neighbour, Sardinia, where 
an enforced sojourn in the mountains while an ear or some other portion of 
anatomy is sent to one’s friends as a sample, with more to follow, is but barely 
within the bounds of possibility. 

I hope soon to be able to give you a short account of the Flumendosa, in 
whose tributaries I have fished, and in which the trout are said to run to a large 
size. H. W. Seton Karr, 

Cagliari, Sardinia, January, 1885. 





EELS AND KEELING IN SCOTLAND. 


By “W. M.” 


AND so your Scotch correspondent wants to know about eels, where 
they can be got, how best caught, what’s their size, and what sort of 
rivers they’re in. That verily he does. Eels! Eels—egad, they are 
a dainty dish when well cooked. But by Jove! they’re a humbug 
and a business, aren’t they, to get off the hook? These reflections, 
the outcome of experience. Ah! how well can we remember, when 
worm-fishing for trout, how the rascals of eels used to annoy us ; how 
when landed they bored into the grass, wriggled about, twisted the line into 
inextricable snorls ; how we planted our feet upon them, took out the gullie 
knife, slit off their tails, ripped them up to get the hook disengaged, and in 
fiendish delight cut them in a score of bits to see if any parts still showed signs 
of vitality. The tail did. It’s a wonderful thing the tail of an eel! Pray 
imagine how it flops, turns, and quivers long after all the other parts lie still and 
motionless. But a truce to generalities in reminiscence. You want to know of 
rivers in the stern, inhospitable North, in-which eels are abundant, and you name 
some of them. Being acquainted more or less with those mentioned, and afew 
more equally good, we make you heartily welcome to all we can say about their 
eely qualities. There’s an old quatrain that commences— 


“Tn mud eels are,” 


and it’s perfectly true, for they like slow-running, muddy-bottomed dubs and 
flats. In these they bore about during the daytime. About dusk in the fine 
summer evenings they move up to the streams and feed at the side, or just where 
the current eases off into the flat, or, properly speaking, sluggish water. There 
are few rivers, in Scotland at least, but contain eels in greater or less number. 
Size and condition, however, depend entirely on the nature of bottom and the 
kind of land the river flows through. For example, in poorly-fed, swift- 
running rivers, intersecting thin soil, and passing over pebble or rock, eels, 
though often numerous in the sandy flats, are generally small and poor in quality 
and condition. On the other hand, in waters exactly the opposite, eels thrive 
well, and attain a great size. So much for their habitat. Oh! but eels make a 
dainty dish, and they like a dainty bait. Fly? Ugh! they'll only look at it. 
We've known of one taking a fly, though ; a red herring, however, would be as 
likely a bait with which to angle for eels. Try them with worms, natural 
minnows, snails—something with substance in it. If you see your eel, don’t let 
him see you else he'll skedaddle, wiggling, wiggling along. Drop your bait above 
him a couple of yards or so, let it sink, and work slowly down to his snout ; 
then, if it’s like the proper thing at all, he'll seize it. Don’t, pray, let him gorge 
it if you want to avoid trouble. Strike! on to the bank with him—eho! Plant 
your foot on him. Cut out the hook at once. Fishing for eels, use a stiff rod, 
strong gut, and lift them out at once. Allow of as little twisting and wriggling 
as possible. Hooks not very large. Worm, in our opinion, is the best bait. 
Have, then, a good large canister of middling-sized worms with you when you 
go “an eeling.” Between the middle of June and the middle of September is 
the best time of the year, In the evening, or when your eel cannot be sighted, 
allow the bait, to remain stationary till you experience the glorious sensation of 
a nibble by the aquatic serpent. Let him give you a couple of sensations, then 
haye at him sharply. Mind your trousers, else you'll get them slimed all over, 
That’s a caution. 

And now as to the localities—the rivers you mention, and a few more. Maybe, 
eel culture is not attended to as it should be in these northern parts, yet we'll 
not grudge, but rather hail with delight, .the taking of as many eels as Mr, 
Waltham Hunt or any other angler can manage in the rivers noted below. 

The Shin, Sutherlandshire, is six and half miles in length. It flows out of 
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Loch Shin, and falls into the Kyle of Sutherland. Above the Big Falls there 
are some very sluggish, deep pools intermingling with the streams. Hels are 
plentiful and fairly large. Between the Big Falls and the Kyle eels are perhaps 
fewer. Fishings let and preserved ; permission absolutely necessary. 

The Conon, Ross-shire, is slow-running above Brahan, and to fish that part of 
it respectable anglers have usually little difficulty in obtaining permission. 
Eeling is good. ee ; 

The Beauly, Inverness-shire, might do in a “ strait,’ but not otherwise. There 
are several good dubs. Permission from Lord Lovat, or the hotel-keeper at 
Stowy, absolutely required. ; : ; ‘ae 

The Deveron, Aberdeen and Banff shires, is a pretty swift-flowing river in the 
main. Between Rothiemay and 1 urriff there are lots of long flats where eels 
are numerous, and pretty big generally. 

The Don, Aberdeenshire, inmany parts where it is sluggish and deep, contains 
a vast number of large-sized eels. In some parts it is open, in others aceessible 
for a small consideration. Inverurie, Kintore, and Fintray about the best 
arts. 

: The Ythan, Aberdeenshire, betweon the Braes O’ Gight and Tangland Bridge, 
is tip-top—could scarcely be equalled. Lord Aberdeen, the proprietor, may 
grant permission. . 

The South Ugie, above, about, and below Longside, is very good—about equal 
to the Ythan. So is the Ugie near Peterhead, where exceedingly heavy eels are 
got at times. Tickets from Colonel Ferguson of Pitfour’s factor, at a guinea 
for the season. 

The above-noticed rivers, bar one exception, and that for sea trout only, are 
famous for salmon, sea trout, and brook trout. In some of them grilse fishing 
is particularly goodin June and July. That at least some of the readers of your 
very excellent paper may profit by these remarks on eels and eeling is our 
sincerest wish. We think it was Southey who sa‘d of the pig, ‘‘ Why despise 
the sow-born grunter?” To those of your readers who may be “ugged” with 
our remarks, we would say, with the best of good feeling, “ Why despise the 
savoury eel?” Full particulars regarding all these rivers, the routes, accom- 
modation, &c., are given in the ‘“Sportsman’s Guide,” which Watson, Lyall 
and Co., 15, Pall Mall, issue on the 1st of May and monthly thereafter till 
October. : 





ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 19. 





By Mr. Gro. M. Ketson. 





1, 2, 3—Usk ParTerRns. 


Peruaps it is scarcely necessary to treat our subject so closely here and dive - 


into all the details of the several varieties of Pheasants ; though in choosing 
their feathers for wings I should like to give one little hint which I am pretty 
sure will be of use to you. 

Weare already aware that the Golden Pheasant is the most celebrated, if not 
the most valuable ; still, the colouring of some of the undertail is apt to lead one 
astray. Colouris no small item in these feathers; yet you will do well to 
observe that the part to which I allude—though seemingly good enough, and 
especially so for the river Usk—should never be used at all anywhere either in 
strips or in strands, as the fibres flounder in the water, as we term it, and 
become positively inanimate soon after the fly has been wetted. 

But I was about to say that in purchasing the large feathers of any of these 
birds, whether from the “ Silvers,” ‘‘Elliots,’ Ambhersts, or others that are 
crossbred, the novice should possess a good sample of the leading tail feather of 
the Golden Pheasant for comparison ; then he would find it easier to imagine, 
if not to make sure, what the disposition of his selections is likely to be in the 
water. 

In rearing these birds it often happens that they are misunderstood, and most 
of the feathers of all pheasants with improper management—especially those of 
the wings and tail—get more or less checked in their growth, and then they are 
practically useless, as they are sure to have a tendency to be limp and lifeless. 
I believe all flaccid fibres from Pheasants or Turkeys should be dismissed from 
our service altogether—at least, I am convinced that they should never be 
mixed with any other strands that have plenty of “go” in them, as the one 
detracts from the merit—or rather, entirely spoils the desirable life-like effect 
—of the other. 

However, now that I am commencing a new series of flies so very different in 
character to the gala-dressed patterns which I have lately taken such pride in 
describing, it might perhaps be more agreeable to you to give our present 
subject a rest for to-day, and make some little reference to the magnificent river 
for which this set of flies was specially designed. But as we had better not 
quite lose the thread of our controversy on fly-dressing, I will endeavour to 
combine the two subjects in these articles, or take them alternately. 

In my estimation the river Usk is admirably superintended and extremely 
well looked after from one end to the other by an efficient body of bailiffs. 

Taking the catches as a whole, they can be commanded with five-and-twenty 
yards of line, though, of course, in places where circumstances render it 
necessary, the angler who can cast five-and-thirty with an 18ft. rod and a No. 30 
line has undoubtedly a superior advantage. There are, like all salmon rivers, 
heaps of pools that a trout-rod could cover ; but even thengive me 18 feet of 
greenheart, because for a river like this, with its heavy falls, broken rapids, and 
rocky torrents, one should be chary of trusting overmuch to any other rod of 
less dimensions. 

The first run of fish generally takes place early in the spring ; in any case, 
you can quite depend that a good flood in May is certain to bring in great 
numbers ranging from 10 to 301b., or even more. 

It is about then that the water remains good for ten days or so—that is to 
say, a certain extent of it, though the chances of success above Abergavenny 
early in the year should not be over-estimated. 

The upper waters—as is invariably the case everywhere—are better than 
the lower throughout September and October. 

With regard to low water pools, you need never doubt the prescience of a coming 
prize three weeks after a rainfall, for, indeed, there are many catches that take 
almost that time before they are ‘fit,’ and I may say there are a few that 
occasionally take longer. Moreover, in some of these habitations fish will come 
at you well even if they take as much as six weeks to get in trim. 

About six hours from Paddington by one of the best trains leaving an hour or so 
before noon takes you to Usk Station, and almost to the riverside, when you may 
find time to catch a fish the same evening if the water is in order ; and should 
you understand crimping, you will say the Usk salmon is second to none in this 
country for flavour. There are also other trains which run to Ross as well, 
where you change for the Monmouth line ; I find that route more pleasant and 
convenient than travelling vid Newport. 

The Three Salmons Hotel is nearly in sight of the station, and under ex- 
cellent management now ; it is generally patronised by the visitors. There are, 





however, plenty of apartments in the town, which the yearly ticket-holders 
patronise. The association here has its complement of members, but offers 
three extra tickets daily at the moderate charge of 7s. 6d. each. With one of 
these you are enabled to fish anywhere in the eight or nine miles of water, but 
the best of it is below the bridge. Then there is a sovereign for your license, 
and for another youcan procure a season ticket, available only from the Bridge 
to Trostrey Weir—upwards of three miles of the upper water, with some five- 
and-twenty catches in it. These pools are not so good as they used to be, 
and, like the rest, are very much over fished. 

From my long experience of the river, I assure you that “salmon hackles,” as 
they are usually termed, need not trouble you much. I do not say there are 
not occasions when it takes any amount of colour to move a fish, though that is 
the exception rather than therule ; but I am alluding to artificial colours that are 
gayer than the simplicity of our natural materials. It strikes me if we were to 
“interview ” a good old salmon, we should learn that “blue” is the primary 
and most attractive stain, claret the next, then yellow, and so on; but blue 
dyes, no matter how skilfully they are treated, do not keep up their reputation 
here. In my opinion, the Vulturine guinea fowl’s is the best natural blue hackle 
at Usk and everywhere else ; it is not only long in fibre, but plays exquisitely in 
the water, and is not too gaudy. I am sure that in bright, open pools one or two 
trials of it would alone carry conviction to the most incredulous visitor. 
However, the truth is, though it may not be generally accepted, that good 
natural hackles are far more profitable here than plain white ones extravagantly 
dyed. 

"The year 1882 for average was the best I ever had in the lower part of the 
river : 1541b. for ninety-two salmon “banked” between the end of June and 
the close of the season, which terminated as usual on the 1st November, was an 
exceptional record. My most successful fly then is shown in the illustration 
as well as I can manage it in black and white. é 

This very popular standard pattern “holds on well,” and is at present the 
one of all others I should recommend from Brecon to Newbridge. I do not 
use it as a‘ leader ” in the spring, but should mount a Jock Scott for the “ first 





run down.” If the weather were very cold, a No. 2/0 hook in high water 
would be about the size anywhere round about Usk, though you will find a 
No. 1 quite large enough for most of the catches. Then this fly would make a 
splendid change if you moved a fish, say, one size and a half smaller than what 
you tried before. 

Let me particularly remind you, though, to see that the Coch-y-bonddu 
hackle has good black points, for furnace hackles which are frequently 
substituted are not half so killing there. 

It may be described :— 

Tag : Silver twist and bright yellow seal’s fur. 

Tail : Indian crow, summer duck, and scarlet ibis points of different lengths. 

Butt : Black herl. 

Body : Bright yellow, crimson majenta, mouse, and rich plum claret seal’s 
fur in equal sections. 

Ribbed: Silver twist. 

Hackle : A Coch-y-bonddu (dyed in Bismark brown) from the yellow seal’s 
fur. 

Wings: Double white turkey, ginger-speckled turkey, bustard, black cock- 
atoo’s tail, red macaw, powdered blue macaw, parrot and teal, all in strands ; 
rich plain brown turkey in two strips over and at top, having black bars and 
white tips. 

Cheeks : Blue chatterer. 

Head: Black herl, which for my own use I never put on ; and just here and 
there where very dull patterns tell most I dispense with the cheeks. 

All the fur should be well “picked out.” The illustration does not give quite 
the idea of the body. I considered this process would scarcely admit of it. 

Another capital pattern and a very taking fly is , 

Tue “Comet,” 
and described :— 

Tag : Silver twist and golden yellow silk, 


Tail: Toucan, and plenty of tippet, each strand being placed a different — 


length. 

Butt : Black herl. 

Body : Copper tinselled chenille. 

Hackle: Bright red fiery brown, down the body. 

Throat : Jay. 

Wings : Strands of tippet for the lower part ; golden pheasant tail, mallard, 
teal, and gallina also mixed together in strands above.. : 

Sides : One strip made up with two strands (unseparated) of powdered blue 
macaw, yellow macaw, and scarlet ibis ; with a topping. 

Horns: Blue macaw. 

Head : Black herl. 

If this fly moves a salmon, the “ Gloworm,” which I will illustrate later on, 
should be tried; it rarely fails, though when you resort to any “grubs” 
they should always be dressed on hooks one size larger. 


Tue “GALLINIPPER ” 


I find answers best in the upper part of the river. I cannot say that it 
really represents a large musquito, which, from its appellation, you might 
expect. It can be dressed from the following definition :— 

Tag :; Silver twist and scarlet silk. 

Tail: Toucan, being composed of two of the orange feathers and one of the 
red between ; sprigged with four or five strands of Amherst pheasant tail, and 
just the point of one very small jungle on the top. 

Butt ; Orange herl. ; 

Body : In equal divisions of dirty orange, mouse, and black seal’s fur. 

Ribbed : Broad silver tinsel. 


Throat : One or two turns of scarlet seal’s fur (according to size of hook) — 
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and a natural blue-dun hackle. (Mr. Superintendent Acteson, the water-bailiff at 
Trostrey Weir, has the best “natural blues” I ever saw. Some of his fowls 
would also “win the cake” in any competition for golden-pointed dun hackles. 
But my friend, Mr. Fred Yates, of Neath, has all the best varieties of 
Coch-y-bonddus, and a more perfect collection it would be impossible to find.) 

Wings : Two strips of peacock wing and golden pheasant tail in strands over. 

Sides : Two narrow strips of teal, top and bottom, 

Cheeks : Blue chatterer (use the head feathers). 

Horns : One or two strands according to size of hook, of swan dyed yellow ; 
and red macaw. 

Head : Black herl. 

These flies are most simple to dress, and having the descriptions before him, 
the novice, by referring to my previous notes on flies, could almost tell if they 
were properly made ; and so long as he is careful in selecting those with small 
but firm heads he cannot well do wrong. My advice is to use all flies from 
one end of the river to the other two sizes smaller than is usual in each 
locality. 

In concluding my observations for to-day, I hope I may be pardoned for 
alluding to one trivial affair ; it is merely a precautionary measure which, if 
favourably considered, would benefit many “old rods” in my idea, and all the 
visitors who contribute by their subscriptions to the various societies. 

_It seems as though I am always receiving and accepting invitations from one 
district or another on this river, and I should be very sorry under the circum- 
stances even to appear to interfere by making a suggestion ; but if I may speak 
simply as one who has contributed for many years, independently of the 
right to fishin such andsuch a beat by virtue of a direct invitation, I should 
very much like to remind the Boards of Conservators of the infinite service they 
would render by chaining a few of their fords. In some rivers this is necessary, 
and in my estimation it would be good sound policy here. Indeed, the Usk 
Association would be setting an excellent example by taking the initiative ; 
the rest, I think, would then surely follow. 

In giving an instance where one of these handline securities is required, let 
me mention the ford immediately below the little rough unnamed rapid catch 
just on the town side of the ‘‘Whebbs,” where the impellent stream is im- 
passable even by our “ boldest boys” unless “‘ the gravel shows” on the whithy 
bed side ; inreality the dangerous influence of the stream would then bé frustrated 
and its course made safe even when the gravel is covered by an inch of water. 

A light galvanised iron chain lying on the bed of the river would probably 
collect sticks, weeds, and other refuse, and might become practically useless 
possibly after every flood if it were neglected. 

But the water-bailiffs, as they pass to and fro, could disconnect, clear, and 
reset these safeguards in a few minutes, and here and there a small hut could 
be erected, if necessary, for waders, &c. 

I do not suppose it would require more than two dozen in the first thirty 
miles of water. Their construction is the acme of simplicity, and consists of a 
couple of iron pegs, a chain that reaches twice across the water to them, having 
a ring at either end and one in the centre. It could be cleared of the rubbish 
by hauling it on to the bank after unhooking the opposite side, and the ring at 
that extreme end had taken the place which the middle one occupied ; the 
clearing process would consequently be conducted on the opposite shore next 
time, and the litter left to wither away. 

Such superb and welcomed securities as these are, as usual, left to time, cir- 
cumstances, and the future ; and as I come to remember the alarming and 
struggling teachings of the courageous in the past, I wish I could tell you that 
that future has arrived for the development of this sober scheme. 





THE RIVER SEVERN, &c., GLOUCESTER. 


Aut fishing operations near Gloucester are now at a standstill owing to the very 
heavy rainfall we have had during the past ten days. We have had a mixture 
of March and April weather lately, it being extremely mild, but accompanied 
with heavy gales and severe storms. All the streams are in a state of flood and 
very dirty, so that successful angling is impossible. 

As I believe no report of the fishing near here has appeared recently in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE, it will perhaps not be out of place for me to give you some 
particulars respecting it. 

The river Severn, which runs within a half mile of this city, is tidal, and very 
little fly-fishing can therefore be had. The river, however, abounds in coarse 
fish, and yields very fair sport with roach, chub, and flounders, the latter being 
very plentiful and of good size. The most favourable spot is Wainloads Hill, 
about five miles above Gloucester. It is a charming spot, and well worth a 
visit. Large chub are very plentiful, and may be easily taken with the fly, 
gentles, or wasp grub. They are principally found on the shoal at the foot of 
the cliffs which overhang the river. Only the highest of the tides reach 
this spot. . 

The river Frome, a tributary of the Severn, which falls into the river at 
Framilode, about nine miles below Gloucester, is a mill stream which yields 
first-class sport to the roach angler. The favourite baits are gentles, paste, and 
small prandling worms. Permission is not difficult to obtain for the greater 
portion of the fishing, but a small portion is preserved by the local angling club, 
and itis necessary to obtain a ticket to fish this portion. The charge is 2s, 6d. 

er year. 

P The Gloucester and Berkeley Canal is a grand cutting connecting the Port of 
’ Gloucester with Sharpness Point. It 13 sixteen miles in length, and without a 

lock. The canal contains all kinds of coarse fish in abundance ; roach and bream, 

however, are most numerous and most sought for by the local anglers. For the 

former, single horsehair lines are used with paste for bait ; for the latter, strong 

gut lines and very deep fishing with persistent ground-baiting are necessary to 

success. 

The bream are of good size and very numerous, averaging from 2 to 3lb. each. 
They are fished specially for between July and November, and are chiefly taken 
with gentles and paste—King’s natural bait preferred—boiled rice being used 
for ground-bait. When fishing for bream, large carp of 10 or 12lb. have 
occasionally been taken. 

Permission to fish this water is not necessary for the first twelve miles from 
Gloucester ; but from that extension to Sharpness, which is much the best of 
the fishing, it is necessary to obtain permission from Lord Fitzhardinge. 
Permission is, however, rarely refused to respectable persons. 

The Leadon, another tributary of the Severn which flows into the river near 
the city, is a good stream for coarse fish, the upper reaches containing good 
trout ; but permission to fish there is difficult to obtain. 

There are numerous small brooks containing trout, but they run small, 
averaging seven or eight to the pound. Very fair pike-fishing is obtained in the 

cols and canals. The Cambridge Arm, an old disused canal connected with 
the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal at Cambridge, Glos., is the most fayoured 
spot for this kind of sport, ag i 





We have a large army of anglers here, and interest in the gentle art appears 
to be increasing yearly. The local club is in a flourishing condition, ani bas 
some most successful and enthusiastic anglers. I shall find great pleasue i. 
sending in a report of the state of the river, &c. weekly, SINGLE Harr. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘EE BANNISTER, Smethwick.—If the water you refer to is a private or several fishery, 
i.e, owned by someone, you can kill the jack when you like, with the owner's 
DOr We wish you luck in getting them out, as you propose to put 

rout in, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 








TROUT FISHING NEAR LONDON. 


Srr,—Your correspondent, “Light Cast,” will serve a good purpose by describing 
what trout fishing is available within an easy radius of London; and I was much 
interested in his opening chapter, ‘‘ The Darenth.” Having fished this little stream 
regularly for sixteen years, I hope he will not think me presumptuous in criticising 
and supplementing some of his remarks and advice. To begin with, I differ entirely 
with his suggestions in fayour of a double-handed rod, and believe that such a 
weapon would beas much out of place on the Darenth as would be a four-in-hand 
whip in a dog-cart. If ‘ Light Cast” uses such a rod from preference, let him do so 
by all means—he cannot be accused of laziness ; but let me urge those of your readers 
who may have the good fortnne to get a day’s fishing on this charming Kentish 
river, not to bring with them a rod in excess of 10ft. in length or aboye 8oz. in 
weight. A man of ordinary skill in casting a dry fly should be able to kill any fish 
which the Darenth contains on a drawn gut-cast and with such a weapon as above 
described. Nothing but dead up-stream dry-casting is of any use, and wading 
stockings are absolutely necessary, unless you are content to miss some of the best 
spots and carry a light basket home after the day’s work is done. 

During the past summer and dry autumn the river has been almost empty, and 
at spawning time fully two-thirds of the bed of the stream was perfectly dry in the 
shallows, the water being confined to a rivulet which any boy might jump across 
with ease. The recent rains have now improved matters a little, but they came too 
late, and the fishing prospects upon our little Darenth are worse than I ever knew 
them before. Now as to flies, I never caught a trout on this stream with an alder 
fly, which “ Light Cast” recommends ; and the best evening fly, according to my ex- 
perience, is a governor. Quill duns have proved the most effective killers with me, 
commencing in the early season with olives and blues, then going on to yellows of 
various shades as the season advances, all used as leaders, with a large assortment of 
midges as droppers. The Jenny spinner pays wellearly in the year; but such standard 
patterns as March browns, bumbles, grannam, oak fly, yellow Sally, &c., find no 
favour on this water, and the man who sticks to the quill duns of small sizes will kill 
most fish. The red quill gnat is a famous early evening fly, if dressed small enough, 
and brown flies take best as the light fades. 

With regard to the only piece of water open to persons taking tickets, that 
belonging to the Lion, at Farningham is severely fished, and the trout which 
survive are very highly-educated specimens. Host Baker isa genial man of sporting 
tastes, and he is doing his best to improve the fishing ; but what can a man do with 
a river which has been almost dry since last midsummer? There is a length of the 
Lion fishing reserved exclusively for those guests who are stopping at this comfort- 
able hostelry, and that piece is not fished quite so hard as the others. The Darenth 
is not a stream in which “ duffers” can catch fish, and the record of 8} brace which 
“Light Cast” scored in April on the Lullingstone water should make some of us 
hide our diminished heads! By the way, I have tried his ‘artful dodger,” but 
without success, although I put him on many times last season ; and I should be 
much obliged to “ Light Cast” if he would let me send him a specimen to know 
whether he approves the pattern. I should also like to compare my March 
orange dun with what he calls a “ sedge fly,” because the fly which I know as the 
sedge does not come out until the season is well advanced.—I am, &c.,__. 

Bromley, Kent. ; C. W. GEDNEY. 





CARP IN THE THAMES. 


S1r,—Holinshed’s (1577) remarks upon this subject may be acceptable to your 
readers in a more extended form than that which was given in your issue of the 
10th inst. In his fine description of the Thames, the chronicler says: ‘“ Onelie in 
carps it seemeth to be scant, sith it is not long since that kind of fish was brought 
over into England, and but of late to speake of into this streame, by the violent 
rage of sundrie land floods, that brake opon the heads and dams of divers gentle- 
men’s ponds, by which means it became somewhat partaken of this said commoditie, 
whereof earst it had no portion that I could ever heare.” Were the writer suddenly 
breaks into the entreaty, “ Oh, that this river might be spared but even one yeare 
from nets, etc.!” 

Until I read Mr. Manley’s note, I was not aware of the existence of a belief that 
the fish had found its way into the Thames only in modern times. Holinshed’s 
“Chronicles” were published in 1577, so that carp must have been in the river over 
three hundred years ago. Perhaps since then the fish may have disappeared and re- 
appeared ; but I find in Southey’s “Omniana,” published in 1812, a note which 
supports the remarks in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE, and proves that carp were 
to be found in the river during the earlier years of the present century. 

Southey quotes the statement of Holinshed, and remarks somewhat fancifully : 
“T wish some such accident would stock our rivers with that beautiful creature, 
the goldfish ; or, rather, let me wish that some reader of the ‘Omniana’ who may 
have taken half the pleasure that I have done in walking by the side of the New 
River in Hertfordshire, and watching the motion of its inhabitants (without a rod 
in my hand), may take the hint, and transfer some half-dozen from a glass globe to 
one of the slow rivers of the midland counties.” ; 

No one can say definitely at what time the carp was first brought to this country. 
A common assertion is that it was introduced in the fifteenth century. Leonard 
Mascall claimed for himself the credit of having introduced the carp and the pippin ; 
and Walton, as remarked in the FISHING GAZETTE last week, erroneously follows 
this assertion, and says that the fish was brought here by “one Mr. Mascal” in 
1514. 

Most early books on fish and fishing contain references to carp as a familiar fish. 
Indeed, in some cases it heads the list of freshwater fishes. Such is the case in 
“Qertain Experiments concerning Fish and Fruite, practised by John Taverner, 
Gentleman ” (1600), and it is very freely spoken of in the “Art of Angling,” by 
Gervan Markham (1613). 

In 1532 various entries appear in the royal accounts of rewards to persons for 
bringing “carpes to the King.” ‘ Carpes” was the old plural of the word, and I have 
seen “ troughts ” in some books.—I am, &c., WILLIAM STEPHEN. 

12, Rush-hill-road, Lavender-hill, 8.W. 








FLAX WASTE. 


S1r,—Many of your readers wish to try flax waste for worms ; they can obtain it 


from Mr. Charles Fletcher, gunsmith, Commercial-street, Leeds,—I am, as ie 
; t * « M4 


64 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


(Fes. 7, 1885. Sam 


a 


SOME NOTES ABOUT THE COLNE. 


Sir,—In the Fisu1nG GAZETTE of 10th January it is announced that the sub-com- 
mittee of the National Fish Culture Association, after having made excursions within 20 
miles of London todiscover a suitable place for their operations, have recommended the 
council to take the Manor House Fishery on the Colne, at Iver, within a mile or two 
of West Drayton and Uxbridge, and this advice they have adopted. I congratulate 
the council on their decision, and think they could not have selected a more eligible 
spot for carrying out their projects of fish culture, provided due caution is observed, 
the nature of which I will presently refer to. 

My object in noticing this announcement is to record some of my 
experiences of the river Colne, a river that I have been well acquainted with for five- 
and-forty years, and still regard with fond: affection. I have fished the Colne in 
various parts, and can endorse the opinion that a Colne trout is not to be excelled. 
Izaak Walton gave the preference to a Wandle trout as being the most perfect 
specimen of this fish he had seen ; but I think if he had ever caught a genuine Colne 
trout he would have altered his opinion. 

I do not remember that he ever fished or has referred to this river in_ his book. 
Most fishermen are acquainted with the fact that the growth and excellence of a 
trout depends upon the amount of food that they can obtain. In no rivers with 
which I am familiar are there greater facilities for feeding trout than in the Colne. 
This arises from the enormous amount of alluvial deposit that takes place in it, 
forming as it does the “ Nidus ” of the various Jarre and insectivere upon which 
they love to feed. I have frequently observed the rapidity of growth of trout that 
T have stocked this river with. Fish weighing 1b. will at the end of a year have 
increased to 11b., and in some cases more than this. 

One remarkable instance, which I would not venture to record had I not seen 
mention made of one more remarkable (I think from Germany), was that of the 
great rapidity of growth of some Geneva lake trout which I put into the Colne. 
My friend, the late Mr. Jonathan King, who lived at Watford, was very fond of 
pisciculture, and he made me a present of two dozen Geneva lake trout, about the 
size of largish minnows. He had obtained the ova from Geneva. Two years from 
the time they were put into the stream I was fishing init, and caught five of them 
one afternoon. The five weighed 15lb., averaging 3lb. a-piece. Excellent as the 
Colne is for feeding fish, it is not adapted for breeding them. An old keeper of Lord 
Ebury’s, at Moor Park, used to say, “ The Colne is not a good river for breeding fish, 
but it is a first-rate one for feeding them.” He had been on the river all his life. 
observed I have frequently observed fish in shape more like a perch than trout, the 
osseous system not keeping pace with their muscular development. 


The old keeper to whom I have just referred could not give me a reason why the 
Colne was not a good river to breed fish in ; but I was not long before I was able to 
discover it. After the appearance of Mr. Boccius’s pamphlet “ On Fish Breeding ”— 
he being the first to call attention to the subject—I resolved to try the experiment, 
and I think I must have been one of the first in the South of England that ventured 
upon it. 

The late Mr. Ramsbotham, of Clithero, was well known for his devotion to fish 
culture. I sent for him to come to Rickmansworth. We had some very fine trout 
for him to operate on, and he was able to obtain for us some thousands of fecundated 
ova. We had three boxes 4ft. in length and 9in. in depth ; the bottoms were covered 
with fine gravel. In these boxes the eggs were distributed, and they were placed in 
a small tributary to the river Colne. Trout-breeding was then in its infancy. We 
were all very anxious as to the result of our first experiment, which was doomed to 
turn out a failure. We knew nothing then of eggs becoming “suffocated.” On the 
subsidence of a flood—to which the Colne is subjected—to our great disappointment 
we found all the eggs covered with alluvial deposit, not one of them being hatched. 
This was the explanation of the Colne being a bad breeding river. This is the 
caution I am anxious to record : Not to trust to the Colne Water, but to obtain it 
from some other source. The cause of the failure of the first experiment was so 
patent that I was not deterred from repeating it in another river devoid of alluvial 
deposit. A friend of mine was living then at Rickmansworth-park, through whose 
grounds the river Chessran. Iwrote to request him to allow me to use the water 
from his river for the purpose of breeding trout. He at once complied with my 
wishes. There is one portion of this river, near its termination, which has the 
appearance of a short canal, with high banks. I tapped a bank by passing a long 
iron pipe of 1}in. in diameter into the river. The water flowing from this pipe was 
received into a large cask, from which it was allowed to escape by another pipe into 
boxes that were placed below it. This experiment answered admirably ; all the eggs 
in the boxes seemed fertile, and thousands of them were hatched. We had no 
nursery then to put these infants into, and as these boxes were a long way from the 
keeper’s house, he did not pay that attention to them he ought to have done, and 
the only satisfaction that remained to us was, we had learned how to breed the trout, 
and nothing more. 

Having given my experience of the breeding qualities of the Colne, I must now 
allude to one other drawback connected with it, which is the preponderance of jack 
and pike in it; and if a good stock of trout is desired, these freshwater sharks must 
be removed from the river by netting. This, I know, is an unpleasant duty, for to 
accomplish it successfully the weeds must be cut or “shaved” away, which is a bad 
proceeding for the trout, causing them to leave the stream to seek a refuge higher 
up the water ; but still it is a necessity to do it thoroughly before the stores are put 
into it, for if it is true that “a jack or pike will eat his own weight of fish in a 
week,” he would make sad hayoc on these babies. The river Colne is not a “ trout 
stream” par excellence ; but it has the advantage over many others that are so. You 
may kill fish from 11h. to 61b. in weight, especially during the May fly season. The 
usual limitation of size of “killable fish” is1lb. I have caught fish of 5lb. and 61b. 
in this river, fish of 2lb., 3lb., and 41b. being not uncommon. I presume that the 
jack have something to say to this in carrying out Darwin’s theory, “the surviyal 
of the fittest.” A well-nourished Colne trout is more like a Thames trout than any 
other. I recollect once fishing near a ford on the Colne, and approaching the place 
where carts and carriages entered, where the water was yery shallow. I noticed a 
shoal of minnows dart away into the deep. I could not comprehend—as it was 
not late in the evening—why they should come into such a shallow part of the 
stream. I left the spot and returned to it in half an hour. There the minnows 
were again, and once more they darted off. This time, however, their conduct was 
explained, for I saw the wave ‘made by a large fish which had come out of an 
archway, sailing down the stream. He had come out to feed. He settled himself 
a few yards from where I wasstanding. [imagined this was so, as the waves he had 
made ceased. I put on a very large “ Watford coachman” I had in my book, and 
threw it two or three yards above him. Directly it came to him he seized it. I 
struck him gently, and rapidly retreated from the river side, paying out my line as 
I receded. When I had got away sufficiently far that he could not see me, I gradually 
wound him up into the shallow water, and landed him in less time than it has taken 
me to write this account. He weighed 5lb. I sent him to Brighton, and when the 
cook—who was not a bad judge of fish—opened the basket, she thought it was a 
small salmon. x 

I am well acquainted with the neighbourhood of Iver. Some years ago I had a 
house there, and in walking one day down by the Colne I noticed a narrow stream 
of water in a field running parallel with the main river. In one portion of this 
stream there were some small trees which overlapped it. The place looked likely 
for a trout. I cast my fly under the trees, and a fish rose to it at once. It was 
one of 2lb. I caught two or three more, and then left. No one seemed to be aware 
of this stream, and I used frequently to fish it with usually a successful result. 
Whether it contains any fish now I cannot say, but I should think not, as there 
oe so many more fly-fishers now than there were then, who must have found it 
out. 

The fly I chiefly used was a large iron-blue dun, made by Blacker ; and there is 
none better, when fish are wo? rising, than it for the Colne. I was instrumental in 
introducing a yery small iron-blue dun as a mre for the Hampshire trout; which 





had great success for the first year or two. It is always a good fly, notwithstanding 
that the fish have become familiar with it. } 
There are two other flies which Colne fishers have great confidence in—viz., the ~ 
governor and the hairy caterpillar, red and black, made after Ronald's pattern, 
These cannot be called flies, although they answer the same purpose. One old 
Colne poacher that I knew, who was an excellent fisherman, never fished with any 
other fly than the governor. He used to say, “ The trouts are very fond of a bit of 
‘yaller, and that’s why they take this fly.” In conclusion, I wish the National 
Fish Culture Association every success.—I am, &c., P. Hoop, M.D. 
11, Seymour-street, W. 


[Mr. Hood’s remarks are much to the point, and will, we are sure, be most 
valuable. We can reassure him on the matter of breeding, as the Association have 
every facility for hatching any number of eggs at their South Kensington establish- 
ment. ‘The Delaford fishery will be used chiefly for feeding and rearing Salmonide, 
and for coarse fish culture——ED. | 


“RED SPINNER,” OR WHAT? 


Srr,—Would you do me the favour of informing me whether inclosed fly is 
intended for the “ red spinner,” and, if so,in what localities this dressing is used ? 
If not the “ red spinner” what fly is it intended to imitate ?—I am, Kc., 

AN IRIsH CORRESPONDENT. 

[The pattern sent is not a standard dressing of the “red spinner,” but there are 
so many different dressings of that fly, we should not like to say it is not ‘intended ” 
to represent it, and it would certainly kill. Perhaps some of our readers know it. 
Wings starling, two turns of a grizzly hackle at shoulder ; body mohair, dyed a 
terracotta or reddish-orange colour, ribbed with five or six turns of yellow silk ; tail, 
three whisks of a blue dun hackle.—ED. | 






































































THE PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO MR. SPRECKLEY. 

Sr1r,—I am requested by the committee of The Anglers Association to ask your 
permission to thank, through the medium of the FISHING GAZETTE, those angling 
societies and individual anglers who so promptly and generously responded to our 
appeal. ‘The moneys received have in every instance been returned, and should have 
reached the subscribers before this note appears ; but in the event of any sum not 
having come to hand, we hope that immediate notice will be given us.—I am, Ke., 

PHILIP GEEN, President, 


SPIN y. WOBBLE.—‘ THE MERMAID.” 

Srr,—I deeply regret having ventured any remark upon Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell’s very recent discovery, entitled, I believe, ‘“‘ The Mermaid.” 

When Mr. Pennell won his golden spurs as a knight of the piscatorial pen he was 
a veritable Bayard, sans peur and sans reproche, but it would seem solongago that — 
he has forgotten ; and, although he still upholds the first part of the motto, he fails — 
to recollect the last and the best. 

He tells me that I have not read his article, and then adds insult to injury by 
denying the use of his own words. He says, “that there is not the faintest suggestion 
of the hind”—alluding to the use of a needle and thread. I can only say that my 
imperfect knowledge of the word “ stitch” must be my only excuse, for in the article 
in question I read the following :—On page 14 of your issue of Jan. 10th, in his 
article entitled “Spinning Flights and Wobble v. Spin,’ Mr. Pennell says, after de- 
scribing his tin mermaid : ‘The lower or natural part of the bait consisted of the tail 
part of a roach, cut across at the vent, and then trimmed roughly into the shape of 
a A so as to fit into the tin head, where it was secwred by Holland thread stitched 
through and through the fish, and through a few small eyes or holes in the rim of the 
tin head.” 

Here it will be seen the word “stitched” occurs—possibly my interpretation of 
of the word is a wrong one, and Mr. Pennell stitches with a poker, or a belaying 
pin, or a harpoon ; but certainly I gave him credit for a needle and thread. 

Iam very sorry I have misunderstood him, and I also regret it was my unhappy 
lot to discover something 12 years before it occurred to Mr. Pennell. I hope, Sir, 
that this apology will fully satisfy Mr. Pennell—that is, if the word “stitched,” as 
applied to his new invention, does not occur in the article—I am, &c., 

Ligut Cast. 

[Mr. Pennell called upon us just after the paper went to press last week, or he 
would have withdrawn his letter, as, on our pointing out to him that he certainly 
had described sewing a bait to his mermaid head with thread, he said that he never 
thought for a moment “ Light Cast” was referring to that, but to his article of the 
previous week, in which he had described how he made his gimp loop very small and 
stiff, and used it as a needle in order to get the gimp through the lip and nostril of 
the Mabe ets to form the hitch, which he prefers in place of the lip- 
hook.—ED. 


PIKE TACKLE—THE GREEN INSECT. 

S1r,—The old-fashioned tackle alluded to in your last number was, and 
still is, to my mind, far from being the worst. The modern tendency to an 
abundance of hooks has serious drawbacks, unless for those who enjoy hauling in 
nothing over 10lb. You can’t have your tackle too imperceptible for big pike, and 
nothing beats a salmon gut trace, loosely twisted (for choice). Large hooks are, 
however, essential—‘ peal” size, I would say. A number are missed for want of 
flying triangles above the head, to be sure ; but one in or over his teens in pounds ~ 
makes up forall. I once killed seven pike in 20 minutes, but they were none over 
4]lb., and chiefly 2lb. I am interested about the green insect. I have often 
examined trout caught in July and August, and found them packed with, I think, — 
young grasshoppers about the size of a small grain of wheat, and am sure a fly ~ 
something resembling them would be asuccess. I knew a man who used to “flail” — 
often for a fortnight with a 3lb. jack and big rod from the shores of a lake. When 
he did get a bite, it was, of course, a “boomer.” Where can one get a really good 
two-joint bamboo 16ft. for large fish? I prefer it to greenheart. You want a stiff 
rod, and not one made a “ bow arrow” of, as they call it hereabouts.—I am, &c., 

Navan, Ireland. SWIVEL, 


FLY-TYING PLIERS.—THE DEVON AVON. ; 
S1r,—I see by James J. Dyer’s letter, in your issue of the 24th inst., that he is of 
opinion the pliers, of which I sent you the sketch, were made by his father some 40 
years since, I have no doubt that would be the firm they were procured from, as my 
first lesson in fly-making was received at Kingsbridge, and in fly-fishing on the 
Deyonshire Avon. ' 
If Mr. James 8. Dyer knows Kingsbridge, I haye no doubt he will remember my 
name. If Mr. A. Dyer still has them in stock, or will have them made, I would 
suggest that he should advertise them in the FISHING GAzETTE with price, as I 
am sure many amateur fly-tiers would be glad to get them.—I am, &c., 
58, Brunswick-road, West Green-road, South Tottenham. W. H. THOMAS. — 
P.S.—I should like to correct an error in your issue of the 3rd of January, which 
states that Devonshire Avon is the head of the Kingsbridge inlet or estuary, whichis 
pet so. The Devonshire Avon flows through Ayeton Giffard and into the sea at 
antom, 


A COMPLAINT. 

Si1R,—Passing down Leather-lane on the 31st ult. my attention was called to a 

display of roach offered for sale at Mr. Ward’s, fishmonger, the largest being about 
6oz. They were asking 4d. per lb. for them, and on the 15th of next month the 
Mundella Act closes all open rivers. This is another evidence of the wonderful law 

that closed the stable door when the steed was stolen. We had far better have no 

close time at all if we cannot have netting entirely abolished, wholesale slaughter — 

taking place a few weeks previous.—I am, Xc., | 
Ong DISGUSTED WITH THE MUNDEIAA AOT As It Now StANDe) 
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A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—The Trent yesterday was in first-class order for all-round fishing ; but very 
little has been done amongst the coarse fish. Those who have braved the stormy 
weather during the week have had their patience rewarded amongst the pike. Mr, 
Walker and friend landed seven good fish on Wednesday at a noted backwater near 
Stoke Ferry. 

On Friday Mr. Nairnand Mr. D, Knight got three more from the same place, 
one 33lb., 441b., and 941b., the largest being placed to the credit of Mr. Knight, a 
complete novice atangling. Last Saturday Mr. Sudbury and friend, six more fish, 
the largest just under 61b., the smallest 31b. 

The salmon fishing commences to-day, but the weather has been so stormy, I don't 
suppose any anglers have been out.—I am, &c., 

Feb, 2nd. 


FLAX WASTE FOR WORMS. 

S1r,—In answer to Edward Beavan, an old nail bag will be the article he wants. I 
will give him my method of raising worms for fishing. First procure an old nail bag 
from an ironmonger’s ora builder’s firm, digahole ina shady part of the garden 
about 6in, or so deep, fill up with horse droppings, mould, and tea leayes, forming a 
good heap, then cover with old nail bag. 

Tea-leaves may be thrown on the top of bag. On raising the bag worms will be 
found clean and bright in and under the bag.—I am, &c., Wis, EE yl 





ANGLING NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Srr,—Your correspondent, “ A. W.,” in “ A Note from Nottingham,” after remark- 
ing that “ Trent Veteran” (in your issue of the 10th) tells some remarkable tales, 
says: “ My father once landed a pike who disgorged five or six live minnows that 
he had evidently just taken.” In the Wield, 5th December, 1874, an instance of 4 
pike weighing 71b., taken at Wraysbury with a dace, which, immediately it was 
landed, vomited a roach of 31b., is recorded, He also says: “While fly-fishing, I 
caught a perch.” The Field, 5th February, 1859, asserts that “In a pond on 
Petersfield Common it was a general practice to fish for perch with a fly, with good 
results,” and the writer adds that eleven were taken in successive casts out of a hole at 
the bottom of the Toy Lawn, above Hampton Court-bridge ; and in the same journal 


of 23rd April, 1859, the Editor declines to insert any more instances of perch taking 


-a fly, the fact having been indisputably established. However, he appears to have 
allowed the subject to be reopened, for on the 26th September, 1874, he reports a 
perch of 9oz. having been captured with a March brown. 

Reverting to a “Trent Veteran’s” reminiscences, he says: “I have seen half an 
acre of water one mass of barbel so close together that I think you could not have 
droppeda pebble in without touching them.” C. Pennell, in his “ Modern Practical 
Angler,” page 249, says : “ In the winter months I have known shoals of barbel to 
collect under the shelter of a punt or other tidal obstruction lying so closely, 
one over the other, as to present the appearance of a solid mass. “ Trent 
Veteran” goes on to say: “On one occasion I weighted a night line with 
a lump of white gypsum. When pulling the line out in the morning a 
pike followed the lump more than a yard from the water. Little’s “ Anglers’ 
Almanack, 1882,” records a pike having been caught at Loch Conn, Ballina, 
weighing over 17lb., and on being opened a large piece of granite weigh- 
ing over 3lb. was taken from it. “Trent Veteran” also says: ‘ When 
chub fishing once I caught a 4lb. chub with an eel’s tail hanging 3in. 
or 4in. out of its mouth. I baited with a piece of the partly-digested 
eel, and caught one about 2lb. with it the ‘next swim.” OC. Pennell’s 
* Book of the Pike” is responsible for the following: “Mr. H. R. Francis, 
author of ‘The Fly-Fisher and his Library, &c., fishing near Great Marlow, 
secured a pike in a semi-torpid state with a landing net; a large eel was found to 
be sticking in its throat, the tail portion of which was half-chewed up, swallowed, 
and partially digested, whilst the head, still alive and twisting, protruded from its 
jaws.” 

Whilst on the subject of “ very remarkable tales” (though not necessarily “ fairy” 
ones), I may mention “a roach taken on atrimmer baited with a roach”; “a barbel 
taken with an artificial fly”; “a chub, 3lb. 100z., choked with a rat”; “a jack, 
2lb. 202., fairly hooked in the mouth whilst fishing for chub with pith and brains” ; 
a, pike, 18lb., taken with a worm whilst perch fishing”; “a jack, 131b., hooked and 
Janded with a small blue dun” ; ‘‘a jack of about 1lb. choked in its endeavours to 
swallow a roach of #lb.”; “a jack of 3lb. choked in endeavouring to swallow a pike 
of 5lb.”—all of whieh I believe to be authentic; and have myself caught an eel 
with paste. Ialso, whilst spearing for eels, transfixed a perch through the whole 
length of its body from gills to tail—if am, &c., GIANT. 

25th January. 


AN ANGLER IN TROUBLE. 

S1r,—On the 14th day of last month I went to the River Ouse (Bedford), as I had 
done many times before, to enjoy a day’s fishing. In doing this, I was fully under 
the belief that I had every right, as my son-in-law had permission from the tenant 
of the soil to fish whenever he chose, and take a friend with him. There was no 
notice of any kind on the ground to intimate that fishing rights were reserved, and 
across the field I was in was a public footpath. While here fishing, two men came 
up to me ; one asked, “ Any sport, sir?” Ireplied, “No.” He then said, “I want 
your name and address.” I was taken aback, and said, ‘‘ What for?” He answered, 
“T hire the water” ; and pointing to the man with him, said, “ this is the constable.” 
This officer was not in uniform, but dressed as a civilian, and, therefore, I am at a 
loss to understand why he should be watching the water, even if it was reserved. 

- Surely the public of Bedford are not taxed to pay for people to go about and protect 
private individual rights. It would be well to know the connection between the so- 
called constable and the man who says he hires the water. Further, I think the 
lessor—said to be the Rev. Robert Delap—should let the public know that 
no fishing is allowed in the water running through his land, and that he 
has employed men paid by the public to watch his private interests. It seems strange 
that a public official should act asa private keeper. To protect game landlords have 
gamekeepers ; but at Bedford it seems a clergyman uses a man, paid not by himself but 
the public, to entrap those who go in whatthey consider an honest and straightforward 
way to enjoy an hour or two fishing. But to revert to my narrative. When asked for my 
name and address I told the men that if they came to the house where I was staying and 
the landlord said they were justified in asking for it they should have the information. 
We went to him. He said he believed they had no right, but as one was a constable he 
thought there would be no harm in giving it. Accordingly I gave it, and the conse- 
quence was that next day I was served witha summons to appear before her Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace at Bedford, for that I “did unlawfully and wilfully attempt to 
take by angling between the beginning of the last hour before sunrise and the expira- 
tion of the first hour after sunset on the said day certain fish, to wit, pike, in certain 
water there, to wit, in a certain river there situate called the Ouse, the said water not 
running through nor being in any land adjoining or belonging to the dwelling-house of 
any person being the owner of the said water, or having a right of fishery therein, but 
ate said water the Rey. Robert Delap then and there had a private right of 

shing.” 

On being served with the summons, I informed the messenger who brought it that 
it was impossible for me to go to Bedford on the day named, and wrote to Mr. F. A. 
Blaydes, by whom the summons was signed, asking if the day could not be altered. 
Tn reply, he wrote: “ Unless you appear in answer to the summons, the case will be 
heard ex parte, and judgment probably entered against you.” 

On the 28th January, I received by post a ‘“ Memorandum from Supt. Kennedy, 
Police-station, Bedford,” stating that I was “convicted and sentenced to pay 20s. 
fine, and £2 4s, 6d. costs (total, £3 4s, 6d.), or in default, one month’s imprisonment, 
with hard labour.” Oe pak: 

Now, Sir, [think I haye been not only cruelly, but most unjustly treated, for 





immediately the two men came to me I stopped fishing. Surely I was entitled to 
warning ? But none was given me, and on the same day that I was fishing a summons 
was issued. Perhaps the Reverend Robert Delap considers such treatment as 
within the bounds of common justice and fair play ; or perhaps he knows nothing 
of the matter ; but if he does not, I think he ought to let anglers know that he has 
transferred his rights to a policeman to summon every angler found. 

I was not summoned for trespass, but for “unlawfully and wilfully attempting 
to take by angling.” This seems to me a peculiar crime, if crime it be, and not a 
word in the summons gives any information whether it is under a statute or 
common law. Perhaps the person who signed it didnot know; but it may be 
well for anglers generally to be on their guard. To add insult to injury, it was 
stated in court that large parties came from London on Sundays to fish in the Ouse ; 
but it was not ona Sunday that I was fishing, neither have I ever been there on a 
Sunday, though I have been many times on other days, and never on any occasion 
was I challenged or interfered with until the 14th of last month. 

Even if the conviction is right, the costs seem exorbitant ; and the only details I 
have got are “44s. 6d.” costs. I trust that you will be kind enough to publish this 
as a warning to brother anglers, for I presume Mr. Delap will serve everyone else 
the same as he has done—Yours, &c., J. GOWER. 

[Mr. Gower is entitled to much sympathy ; but it must be remembered that if the 
public footpath ran along the river it would give no right to fish. The reverend 
owner may have law on his side, and may have had much provocation from anglers 
or others ; but we fancy if he had inquired into this case he would have acted more 
in accordance with the teaching of the New Testament. Perhaps he belongs to that 
class of divines who ignore the New ‘Testament as much as possible, and go in for 
the “eye for an eye” and “ tooth for a tooth” of the Mosaic law.—ED. | 





PERCH HATCHING ON THE “LUND” PRINCIPLE. 

Srr,—Having been asked by numerous friends with what success I have met 
in my experiments upon the above principle, to more fully enlighten those friends 
and others who may not have yet tried the system, but who read of every new 
idea, &c., in the FISHING GAZETTE, from whence I first caught sight of Mr. R. B. 
Marston’s (the Editor of that excellent journal) remarks upon these Lund’s hatch- 
ing boxes, and lam sure that if all those who have them in use, and haye met 
with the success I have, cannot possibly thank him enough for having been 
the first in this country to place the same before the British public not only 
through the FISHING GAZETTE, but also through the paper read before a meeting 
of London anglers, at the Society of Arts room in the spring of 1882; also on 
the same system at one of the conferences of the International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion, 

These boxes, I am told, are in use at Reading, on the Lea, and Trent. Iam very near 
Reading, and if the Editor will kindly give me the whereabouts, I shall certainly 
avail myself of an inspection, if allowable, as probably something on a different 
scale may be seen—that is, with regard to size, make, and shape, against my own. 
My boxes are 4ft. long, 2ft. wide, and 18in. deep, which are perforated, &c., pre- 
cisely the same as Lund’s, and lined with fur branches, as advised. The first year 
(this year will be my fourth), I put in the branches with the fir needles (or leaves) 
attached ; but they came off by the fish rubbing against them—also by rotting, 
which caused great inconvenience by stopping up the holes in the zinc. Now, I 
only place in dead branches, minus the needles. They are very tough, and hold 
the magnificentribbon of opal and marvellously-strung beads (ova) to perfection. The 
first year my experiment was on a small scale, and with only on a few fish. The 
next year I got my fish together earlier, and hatched out an enormous quantity. 
Last season I did the same, hatching out millions, and being late with a few female 
fish, I lost half a million of eggs for want of a male fish fit for the occasion, but, 
as before stated, was too late to secure one. 

These fish are hatched in the trout streams, so that I have no difficulty in letting 
them free when the time comes. They are not hatched out for stocking, but as 
food for the young trout fry. The boxes are generally about Gin. out of the water, 
which is entirely under command. When the fry is ready—that is, old enough for 
food (which isin a few days)—we turn the water on from the river until the boxes 
are just submerged, and the fry escape at their leisure, and by degrees, of course. 
The parent fish are taken out of the boxes as soon as the spawning is over, and 
either put into stews for table use later on in the season, or in the river. These 
are also—that is, those in the stews—fed with minnows, &c. 

I might also repeat, as I stated in the FISHING GAZETTE of last week, that 
those seeking male fish in the season do not overlook or despise the lesser ones. 
There are more male fish in these undersized ones than many imagine. 

There is one thing I should like to know, Mr. Editor, and which I will endeavour 
to find out this season, unless you can, from your book of knowledge, tell me how 
long perch spawn will exist without being impregnated, and yet, when the milt 
can be procured, whether the effect would be sure? The losing the half million of 
ova last season set me thinking, and I am certain that none of these eggs began to 
turn opaque for at least ten or twelve days, which should be the time for them to 
hatch out if properly impregnated. This season, if all goes well, I will endeavour 
to try this experiment—viz., from two or three days up to a week before impreg- 
nation. 

Hoping I have not intruded too much upon your valuable space,—I am, &e., 

FRANK GOSDEN, 

[It gives us great pleasure to hear of the success which has attended the use of 

the simplest of all fish-culture experiments.—ED. | 


THE CEIRIOG. 

Srr,—I think Mr. Smelt has made a mistake in stating there are no samlets in the 
above stream. Myself and other friends have fished it frequently, both in the pre- 
served and free portions, and have never failed to get scores of them; but up the 
Glyn I believe the natives say they are all “ trouts,” for purposes of their own. The 
inn at Pontfadog is the best place to go to, as it is here the private and the “ public ” 
(very much) waters join, and the inn is clean, and the living good and reasonable— 
costing from 3s. to 4s.a day. Visitors to the Ceiriog now would do well, before 
fishing some parts of the open water, to ask permission from the farmers, as they 
beginning—some of them—to object to being trespassed on promiscuously. The 
trouting is best after a freshet, and very good sport is had as the water is fining 
down. But the river is spoiled by the natives, who are for ever poaching it by pole- 
netting, as there is no let or hindrance from anyone. How it must have suffered 
during last summer, goodness knows! I should think not a trout of any perceptible 
size has been left in a single hole or pool. When will the people in such places 
learn that in destroying the trout in such a manner they are killing the goose that 
lays-the golden eggs? In spring, the valley of the Glyn, through which the Ceiriog 
flows by your side all the way, is one of the most beautiful places that I in my many 
wanderings have seen. It is at this period simply a paradise of wild flowers, sing- 
ing birds, and scenery. It is not grand or majestic, but it has that quiet loveliness 
which is so attractive and soothing. Youdo not gaze in wonder, awestruck, but feel 
a peacefulness stealing over you—a thousand times more pleasant than wonder or 
admiration, 

Is it not the “Hand,” at Chirk, where the fishing tickets are to be had for 
the preserved water? It used to be so; but they may be also had at Llangollen, 
for anything-I know. Will Mr. S. please say? There is some very good water 
from the New Inn (at the head of the Glyn) upwards for about six miles, which 
could be worked easily by staying at this house, which is also a good one. But 
the poaching hereaway is something awful. True, you can always have a basket 
of trout from someone; but anglers should not encourage the thing by duying. 
In the lower or Chirk Castle water a member of ours killed one day six dozen 
trout, some of them over a pound; but I never heard of a two-pounder. Chirk is 
the nearest station.—I am, Xe,, D, WOOLFALL, 

Liverpool, Jan, 28, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 
40 rj Putney. 
45 7 Hammersmith, 
50 - Barnes, 
Add 5d 5 Kew. 
75 - Richmond. 
80 + Twickenham, 
85 99 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates.or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, February 7 7.2 7.26 
Sunday, e ‘ Rae ash 7.52 8.22 
Monday, # 9 girs 343 8.57 O37 
Tuesday, a 10 10,20 10.59 
Wednesday, nM ll 11.36 12.0 

Thursday, " 12 12.9 12:37 
Friday, *) 13 1.2 pal 


GE River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
neon 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 





At the end of the last week, and after the downpour of rain on the Saturday, the 
river began to rise, and on Monday evening there was a registered increase of 18in. 
of water, and of a very thick character. The fine weather of Tuesday gave proof on 
Wednesday morning there was amove in the opposite direction, and should some 
further clear weather follow, the water should be in fine condition for sport by 
the end of the week. In consequence of the great success of the plan adopted 
last year in a portion of the river, of protecting the spawn of roach and perch, the 
Committee of the T.A.P.S. have decided to carry it out again during the approach- 
ing spawning season in all parts of the river under their protection, and are desirous 
of receiving information from anglers and others residing on the banks of the 
Thames as to any desirable spot to place under such protection. At the Committee 
meeting, on Tuesday last, when this was arranged, seven gentlemen were enrolled as 
new members of the Society, one becoming an annual subscriber of five guineas. 
Some old punts having been presented to the committee, it has been determined, 
when permission has been obtained, to sink them in suitable places. During the 
mild weather of ten days ago, several fine trout were seen feeding in different parts 
of the river, and there is every prospect of a good season when the fishing com- 
mences, on and after the Ist of April. The dace are beginning to make their 
upward movement, and, with the mild winter, there can be little doubt as to 
other fish being ready to spawn at an earlier period than usual. The only fishing 
that can be reported took place just previous to the water getting out of condition. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Job Brain, who appears to have been the only fisherman employed, 
had three days among the dace, and, during that time, made an aggregate weight of 
201b., supplemented with three bream, the largest weighing 2lb. 

Twickenham.—Pert Hammerton, amongst the roach and dace for two half- 
days, got 141b, John Spong, in one day, about seven dozen, one of them being a nice 





specimen of 1}lb. James Coxen, in one day, five dozen of dace. Richard Coxen,in 
a couple of days, eighteen dozen, and George Coxen, in the same time, six dozen, 


Teddington.—Charles Baldwin, in one day, seven dozen of roach and dace. — 
Joseph Baldwin, in three days, six dozen, and B. Stevens, in two days, eight dozen. 
There has been no punt fishing at Kingston, Hampton Court, and Sunbury; but 
the bank anglers have been out, and got some perch, roach, and dace—the roach ~ 
running particularly fine. 


Walton.—Mr. Alfred Mackrell, fishing with the veteran George Hone, got one 
brace of jack. 

Staines.—Edward Keene, in one day, four and a half dozen of roach. John 
Keene, jun., in three days, twelve chub and ten dozen of roach; and John Keene, 
sen., in one day, three dozen of roach. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The downpours of the past four or five days have again so disturbed the equa- 
nimity of Father Thames in his upper regions that anglers have not been able to do 
anything with him, and have for the past week been disgusted with his “ vacillating 
policy.” As I write, he is showing a little more determination to settle down and 
be of service to his piscatorial countrymen. At Bray and Monkey Island some few 
hauls of splendid specimen roach and chub have been had by light ledgering, with 
tail of lob for bait. Maidenhead and Cookham waters have been dreadfully quiet ; 
but Marlow and Hurley districts have been better patronised, Mr. Baly, at the latter 
place, getting some roach, and one jack, 6lb., and another angler some fine roach, 
thirteen of the take going 931b. Medmenham and Henley stations have produced 
very little sport, for want, in a very great degree, of venturers out, which, I regret 
to hear, has induced empty pocket and stomach professionals to fish on their own 
hook. Who, in this case, can blame them? Thursday evening. Water getting 
back into trim, and, without more rain, will be fairly fishable by the time this is in 
print—MarLow Buzz. 

; 
‘ 


Thames (Datchet). 


The heavy rain that fell on the 3lst and the morning of the 1st made the river 
quite unfishable, and it is nearly in flood. The jack will have plenty of room to get 
up the ditches (what a pity!) To-day (Thursday) the water is dropping, and ina 
few days, if the weather holds fine, it will be all right again. The roach are 
beginning to pack up again.—G. LUMSDEN. 

The water is at present very thick, and not much doing. I have only been out 
one day this week ; out witha gentleman on the 30th ult. and got on very well with 
the roach, taking 4 doz. Have not been out since. Very sorry to say the water is — 
on the rise again. Better news, I hope, next week—less rain for one thing.— 


JAMES HOARE. i 
Thames (Goring). f 


It will take three or four days to get the water in good 
order for jack and perch if fine. Iwas sorry I could not send a report lass week, 
but I was away fishing at Ringwood, in Hampshire. The best day there was the 
first day, about 301b. of jack, largest jack about 8lb. The water came down thicker : 
than on Thursday last ; but give me Old Father Thames before that water. My best — 
day last week here was four jack and few good perch. We have got now a little © 
flood, but as soon as the water gets right there will be a better bit of good fishing.— 
JOHN Rusu. : } 

. 


Water now very thick. 


Ancholme District. 


On the whole, the weather has been favourable for angling during the past week. 
The water has been slightly discoloured by the recent rains. Last night we had — 
more rain. In the intervals of sunshine I have observed a few early aquatic flies, — 
notably the needle brown and February red. These give the earnest of the good — 
times which are approaching. I have had two or three inquiries from Sheffield as 
to the best way to get to Riverhead. The station is Moortown, on the Manchester, 
Sheffield, and Lincolnshire, and visitors can come either by Lincoln or Barnesley. 
At the latter station the trains clash fearfully. The best plan is to go overnight, 
and stay at the Skipworth Arms, Moortown. Mr. Scott will give information as 
well as accommodation.—THOMAS Forp. : . 

But we could — 


Ballynahinch. 

The season on above opened on Sunday; but all angling is strictly pro- 
hibited on that day. and, as usual,a splendid fishing day it was. 
only look at our tackle, pocket our disappointment, and think of the morrow, 
which proved to bea real bad fishing day. Dead calm, with misty showers till — 
evening, when we had a slight breeze from the east. James Steel, being on Bally- — 
nahinch Lake, caught it on Snawbeg, when he succeeded in getting one springer — 
1231b., and lost one. Yesterday was, in fact, worse than Monday ; no wind all day, © 
and while writing this, snow is falling heavily, but disappearing as fast. Iam glad — 
to say there have been a good many spring fish seen running, and the water will be 


| 
| 


in splendid order by the end of the week, when the snow bray gets run out— 
WALTER BLACKADDER. 


















‘ 
Chichester. y 
After a successful fortnight, matters piscatorial have this week been quiet. The 

weather has been mild, but stormy, the wind generally east or southerly. But few 
pike have been taken at Chichester. Mr. Smithers, on Wednesday, however, had the 
fortune to secure a well-conditioned fish of nearly 13lb. from the basin, with live 
bait. Small roach are feeding fairly well ; but perch seem scarce, or off the feed. 
I have no news from the Rother or Ouse, so must infer sport is meagre in these 
waters.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


The Dove. 


The river is running very high and strong, with a great deal of colour in the 
water. We have had very few anglers out during the week, the conditions generally 
having been very unfavourable. The weather continues extremely unsettled and 
unseasonable, rain falling heavily at intervals, while the atmosphere is as warm as 
the middle of March. Salmon fishing has now commenced, but the Trent will be 
better patronised than its tributary, The Dove, for some time to come. I hearthat — 
the season is likely to prove a very good one. I cannot hear that there have bee 
any particular catches of either grayling, pike, or chub, and the roach and dace that 
have been captured have been few and far between. We are wanting a spell of 
dry frosty weather badly. THE SPLODGER. ‘ 


; Eden (Carlisle). g 

The netting season for salmon commenced on February 2nd ; but, owing to the — 
very high tides, fish were not running freely on the opening day. Since that, rather 
more execution has been done, and if the water is suitable at “ quarter moon,” we 
may look for fair returns. At the same time, it seems likely that this spring may 
be a repetition of last. For the winter has been so mild that numbers of spring fish — 
have been able to ascend the river to the upper waters, and the consequence is that, 
though the rod fishers get the advantage, the returns for the nets near the outlet 
may be poor until the summer fish begin to run. There is not much disease 
showing, so we may look for a good spring for the rods, which get to work on 


February 16th.—SILVER-GREY. Z 
Esk (Whitby). 


“The opening day ” on this river was disappointing to all piscators, owing to the — 
exceptionally high tide, which made the waters unfishable. It is not thought pro- 
bable that there will be any fishing to speak of for some days to come. There have 
not been so many fish up the river spawning this year as in former years, owing t0 
the dry autumn, ‘This year a great many of the fish have spawned in the tideway 
below Ruswarp, where the salt water is generally believed to have destructive effects 
on much of the ova,—JOHN J, JACKSON. 
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Exe and Barle. 

The fishing on the water of the right hon. Earl of Carnarvon does not commence 
this season until March 16th, being a month later than usual. The fishing on the 
water of the Locke and Anstey estates, which is now managed by the Dulverton 
Association, opens on the 14th February. Judging from the mild open season which 
we are having, trout ought then to be in fair condition —CHAs. W, NELDER. 


Exe and Canal (Exeter). 


A few pike have been taken in the Exe, and some perch, with worms, the river 


' being in full flood. A few roach and perch haye been taken-in the canal ; but the 


fishing has not been up to the average. All are now busy with full preparations for 

trout, and I hope soon to record some good catches by my angling friends and your 

correspondent—J. A. KELLEY, : 
Ilfracombe. 


Sea-fishing very slack. High spring tides and strong wind prevent them fishing 
from the boats with ground lines ; but several cod have been caught at the Spillers, 
and those fishing with rod and hand lines have had better sport this week, some 
codlin haying been caught by them. Mr. Burgess, fishing from the flat rock, caught 
four, Mr. Brooks one, Mr, Ellis one, and Mr. Gratte a large whiting. Weather 
milder, and prospects better.—E. CommEr. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


The following are the salmon taken since January 16th, 1885 :—Muckross net, 
about 55 salmon ; Glena net, 43 salmon ; Caharnane net, 22 salmon ; Upper Lake, 
21 salmon ; Waterville, Co, Kerry, about 100 salmon since the opening of the season 
at the weir. Fishermen say it will make a good season at Waterville ; the lake is so 
high that the salmon have a good chance to escape when the river is open. Feb. Ist, 
for the single rod, Tim McCarthy, one, 124lb. ; Pat Roberts, two salmon, 25lb. ; John 
Roberts, two salmon, 3llb. Feb, 2nd, Dan Cournane, one, 12lb.; Tim McCarthy, 
one, 101b.? Tom Murphy, one, 141b.; Eugene Cournane, one, 13lb.; Denis Connell, 
one, 12lb, Feb. 3rd, James Hayse, one, 161b. Lakes very much out of order at pre- 
sent; better sport expected if the weather keeps fine for a few days.——TIM 


McCARTHY, fisherman. 
Lark and Ouse (The Branch). 


Mr. William Howlett, Hon. Sec. for Newmarket District, fishing at the Branch 
yesterday, succeeded in landing nearly 30lb. splendid roach, the heaviest being 
1lb. 90z. The weather was bitter cold. A tremendous hailstormcame on about two 
o'clock. Andrew Antony was fishing at the same place.—H. BENYON, Feb, 5. 


Lea (Tottenham). 


All last week the water was in capital condition for all-round fishing, and the 
milder weather tempted several anglers out to try their hands at the jack. Several 
fish were killed, one gentleman getting two from the upper water, one of 6lb. and 
one 53lb. Mr. Bennett, spinning with spoon, captured a nice fish weighing 93lb. 
The water at present is very much discoloured, but two or three fine days will 
bring it round into good condition again.—HAcKLES RED, 


Leicester. 


The welcome atmospheric change has caused a larger number of anglers than is 
usual at this period to patronise the waters near Leicester, and the spoil all round 
may be accounted good for the season. If no large takes are reported, the fish that 
have been caught are of good size and weight. Of those who fish the Leicester 
Society's waters mention may be made of Mr. Pratt with four chub between 3lb. and 
41b. each ; Mr. Gouldeney, among a nice lot of chub, showed one 3lb. 2o0z. ; Mr. 
Rylott, out of one hole which he had baited, took a pike weighing 6lb. anda splendid 
dish of roach, several of the latter being over 1lb. each, and the largest scaled 141b. 
Several other members have also been fortunate in securing some nice lots of fish. 
Should the weather remain anything like favourable, there is every reason to think 
that some capital sport will be had before the season terminates. The waters are in 
good order and colour, and in excellent condition for all classes of bottom fishing. 
The weather on Thursday was bright and springlike. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are now both very high and coloured, owing to the very heavy 
downpours of rain which have been had in this district since our last report, and 
fishing has been entirely stopped fora short time until these streams lower, and 
then some good sport is expected with the worm. The Pinsley is high— 
GWYNNE. 

Medway (Tonbridge). 


The river has been thick all the week, and until we have some fine weather will 
remain unfishable. Nothing doing for some time past.—YE MrEDWAY WATER 


RAT. 
The Moy (Ballina). 


The angling opened here on the Ist inst., but owing to the heavy rains on the 
night before the Moy itself was notin fishing order. The Bunree river, a tributary 
of the Moy, gave good sport to the many anglers who fished its water; the average 
baskets got were from one to two dozen of very nice spring trout in good condition. 
I was on the salmon weirs on the 2nd to see the run of fish that was going. (It was 
their first day.) They scooped up from the “ Boxes” fifteen beautiful clean-run 
spring salmon, ranging from 10lb. to 201b. The spawning time was very favourable 
on all the tributaries of the Moy. Very many poachers were abroad, and tried to 
destroy the fish on the spawning beds. But, owing to the efficient manager of the 
Moy Fishery (Mr. George Shannon) they were foiled. The only serious affray we 
had worth mentioning is where a head keeper fired at a party of poachers, hitting 
one of them. He now awaits to be tried at the next assizes—FRANK HEARNS. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
The Ivel is in good order, although we haye had a fair quantity of rain. Some 
nice fish were taken on Wednesday. The Ouse is rather too thick to expect good 


sport.—T. E. 
The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


In my last report I said the wind was not so rough, and if it was so I should be 
out on Friday, which I was. I started fishing at 12.30, the water being in splendid 
condition, and the day very favourable. I had not been at work long before I had 
arun, and hooked him, but failed to land it. A few minutes afterwards I had 
another run, but missed that, it being a long distance from me. I tried again, and 
in two hours and a half I took seven jack in succession, going 7lb., 541b., 5lb., 51b., 
41b., 4lb., and 21b., all taken in a small space of water. On Saturday I started again, 
but when I got everything all ready, I found that some thief had taken all my baits, 
which put me off for another try. But since then the water has been very high, and 
very much out of order. Two fishermen were out on the Ist inst, and took (from 
what I have heard) three small ones. On Wednesday two of our local fishermen 
were out for a short time and took five small ones—the weight I don’t know. The 
water was getting in good order again, but the rain on Wednesday has caused the 
river to get full and very thick, and will not be fishable for some days.—H. Rout. 


Pickering (Yorkshire). 


Since the year came in, angling has been at a low ebb in this district. A few pike 
and grayling have been killed, but no good bags, as some years. On Monday, 
2nd February, the trout season opened in Pickering Beck and other open waters of 
the district. It is the law so to open; but itis fast coming to be seen that it is 
quite a month too soon for this part of the world. Several rods enjoyed good sport 
with worm (the water being much coloured from the late rains). “If I don’t get 
‘em, somebody else will,” is the usual formula ; so we all try to kill all we can, to 
spoil our neighbours and our own sport in May and June when they would be worth 
catching. Would these trout murderers care to dine off a ewe killed whilst lambing, 
or a cow killed when calving? We doubt it, yet they are content to go and slay 


trout with the spawn running out of them, as has happened within the last three 
days. Ardent school boys may be excused making such a mistake, but when grown 
men, men of experience and noted anglers to boot, condescend to this kind of thing 
—Bah! Ugh! !—Norrn EHAst. 


Severn (Kidderminster). 


Not much news as regards quantities of fish being taken, bags of 2lb. to 41b. per 
rod being the rule. There has been a splendid fall of rain this last week, the river 
being bank full, which will serve to wash the snow broth out of the stream. 
Anglers should take advantage of this opportunity. As the river subsides, the fish 
will be sure to feed eagerly after the long spell of snow water that has been in the 
river ; paste and worms for bait. The trout season will soon be here, and those 
anglers using the fly will feel greatly obliged to “Light Cast” for the very 
valuable information he has given us in the last week’s FISHING GAZETTE. 
Respecting the flies mentioned, the two flies first named are first-class in any water, 
and can be used all the year round ; a turn or two of gold tinsel at tag of the hare’s ear 
will improve the fly wonderfully. When at the Fisheries Exhibition I went to Mr. 
Farlow, in the Strand, and got someof his artful dodger flies ; they are the same as 
described by “ Light Cast,” except the tail and tinsel, which are both omitted in Mr. 
Farlow’s flies. The readers of the FISHING GAZETTE will, no doubt, be greatly obliged 
to the Editor for the photograph of the late Mr. J. G. Fennell. Jhave read of himin 
several sporting papers, but never had the pleasure of knowing him personally. If 
his works are gentlemanly his countenance is more so—peace to his manes. We 
haye had the photographs of several gentlemen fishermen and patrons of the gentle art. 
There is one more we anglers in the provinces would like to see in the pages of the 
FISHING GAZETTE, and that is our worthy Editor. I will guarantee other anglers 
will echo the same sentiments.—H. HARP. 


South of Ireland. 

The ball has opened in the Lee and Blackwater. The angling season has com- 
menced, but the pleasant expectations entertained by the ardent votary of Walton 
have not so far been realised. Sport has been very tame ; but things have been most 
unfavourable. The weather has been harsh and cold, approaching to severity, and 
the river, on account of recurring floods, has not been fit. The presence of snow on 
the western hills on Wednesday did not improve matters, and though the water was 
in order in the afternoon of that day, the fish did not seem inclined to feed. To-day 
(Thursday) gives hope of better sport ; but, until the snow water is washed out, 
salmon will not take freely. A large number of old fish, known as “ slats,” are still 
in the fishing grounds, and many of these have been taken ; but, for the time of the 
year, they are not out of proportion with the number of spring salmon killed. For 
the past three days the following spring fish were landed: Sylvester and John 
Manning, at Roove’s Bridge. seven ; Colonel Smith and L. H. Parker, at Warren’s 
Court, one each ; Mr. Robert Dunscombe, two; Mr. Golloch, one ; Captain Abbott, 
one ; Mr. Minhear, one ; Mr. Fitzgibbon, one ; Mr. O’Brien, two ; Mr. George Haynes, 
one ; and Mr, H. Dale, one.—ANGLER. 


South Level Cut (Littleport). 


No angler who has been down since my last report has drawn a blank ; all have 
been satisfied. Jan. 29, Mr. W. L. Agger, Cambridge, fishing with a friend, a 
splendid catch of roach, going 501b. Jan. 30, Mr. Hailstone, 91b. roach; Mr. F. 
Ely, jack, 231b., and a few good roach ; Mr. T. South, Littleport, pike, 531b. Feb. 1, 
twenty-two London anglers out,and I believe all did well ; largest catch supposed to 
go near 401lb. Feb. 3, Mr. Hailstone, 161b. roach ; Mr, M. F. Ely, 131b. in four hours ; 
Mr. A. T. Ellis, Cambridge, 141b. roach ; Mr. F, Drew, Cambridge, 121b. good roach ; 
Mr. A. Lemaire, Newmarket, 91b good roach in very short time. Feb. 4, Mr. J. Hutt, 
Cambridge, 10lb. roach; Mr. Allan, Cambridge, about same weight. Feb. 5, Messrs. 
G. Barker and W. Webb, Cambridge, two very nice baskets of roach, not weighed. 


—CHARLES SOUTH. 
The Stour (Bures, Essex), 


There has not been much sport here lately, as the water has been so coloured ; 
however, we were fayoured with a capital show of roach taken by Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. Scull on the Ist inst, 32 fish weighing 20lb 120z., falling to their two rods, 
the largest scaling I1b. 30z., a nice specimen. The water is now going down rapidly, 
although still slightly coloured. If we have no more rain, the water will be in first- 
class order for angling by Saturday.—A. M. B. 


Teme (Tenbury). ) 


Rain has fallen in this district since our last report nearly every day and night, 
and has made this stream and all its tributaries very high and muddy, and fishing 
for a short time is almost impossible. If the weather will get fine, a few fish may 
be taken with the worm at the beginning of the week.—WORCESTER. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


There has been no fishing here since last report. The heavy rains that have fallen 
have caused the Teme and its tributaries to rise higher than they have been for 
months past. So high has the Corve risen that the water was out at the bottom-of 
Corve-street. No fish have been caught at the leaps this flood.—S. LupDLow. 


Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 
Both rivers very high and much coloured. Fishing of no avail for some days to 


come,—ANON. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


This river, on Thursday, was running at a great height, and was too thick for all 
sorts of angling. On Monday the salmon season opened ; but owing to adverse cir- 
cumstances, no fish were killed. Reports in this direction are, so far, a blank. 
Immediately the salmon begin to run, I shall not fail to let your readers know.— 


THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 
Trent (Newark). 


At the time of writing (Thursday night) there is 3ft. or 4ft. of extra water in the 
river, and a lot of colour withit. Heavy rains most of this week has kept the river 
very high and discoloured, and nothing has been done. To-night the weather looks 
very stormy, that is, as far as the wind is concerned, but it does not rain ; but Iam 
afraid we shall not have much improvement in the state of the water for a few days 
yet. I-can see no chance for anything except it might be trying the still corners 
with the cockspur worm for a stray roach or two.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Waveney (Beccles). 

The prognostication contained in my last week’s report have been fully realised, 
and the almost unprecedented capture of the largest number of pike for one week it 
has ever been my pleasure to record, no fewer than 56 having been taken between 
Thursday last and yesterday (Tuesday). The following is a list of the lucky captors 
and their respective numbers and weights :—January 29, Captain James, 4 fish 
weighing from 3lb. to 6lb. ; January 31, Captain James, in two hours, 14 fish weigh- 
ing from 24lb. to 5lb., and J. Rouse, 1 fish weighing 43lb. ; February 1, J. Mills, 
1 fish weighing 3lb., and Francis, 2 fish weighing about 3lb. each ; February 2, Capt. 
James and Son, 16 fish weighing from 3lb. to 8lb., and Mark Mills, 3 fish weighing 
from 3lb. to 441b.; February 3, Captain James and Son, 14 fish, weighing from 3lb. 
to 5lb., and 4 returned to the water, and H. Stimpson, 1 fish weighing 3lb. Mr. 
Mark Mills had also a nice show of roach. Water is still in good order, and wind 
right, but tides have been very high this week in comparison with low tides last 
week. Most of above fish were taken up river (with live-bait tackle), which tends 
to show that although it is full early, they are working their way up for spawning. 
I have it on good authority that they are very full, and to all appearances will not 
be very long; but in this particular instance a high tide, causing salt water to 
come higher than usual, thus driving the fish from the deeper parts and the broads, 
had no doubt something to do with it—A WAVENEY ANGLER, 
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The Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There has been a good deal of rain since my last report, and the rivers conse- 
quently out of order for grayling fishing. A few odd fish have been taken with 
worm, but nothing worthy of mention. I hear from several of my correspondents 
that trout are in a remarkably forward state, considering the time of year, so that 
we may reasonably hope to havea good time of it when trout fishing commences, 
which is not the case in any of the club waters in this county until the beginning 
of March and in some cases of April. The weather to-day (Tuesday) is very mild 
for the time of the year.—CHaAs. M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 


A very great quantity of heavy rain fell the latter end of last week, which caused 
both the above rivers to have flushes on them. Trout fishing commenced on the 
“ free” waters of the Derwent on the 2nd inst., and several very nice samples of 
fair-sized trout have already been landed by the aid of cockspur worms, the fish 
being in splendid condition considering the early season. Yesterday (Wednesday) I 
was waiting on a Nottingham gentleman worm fishing, he hooking two large trout 
and five large grayling, all with worm. Grayling are going out of season fast ; 
several fish that have been killing lately have been quite full of spawn. This morn- 
ing (Thursday) we had a very great quantity of snow and rain, which has caused 
both the Wye and Derwent to have a nasty white snow broth colour. Anglers in 
this district are beginning to turn out in real good earnest.—GE£O, JAS, HATON, 


The Yare (Norwich). 


The past fortnight has witnessed the extremes of cold and warmth for the time 
of year, for at least a-week the ice was the theme of universal conversation, and 
«Will it bear yet?” was theanxious question of the moment ; but luckily, as I think, 
for the majority of all classes, just as many anglers and others had had their skates 
ground, and had given up the idea of jack-fishing, away goes “Jack Frost” in a 
twinkling, and again the other jack comes to the front. Several were at their 
favourite pursuit immediately the state of the water permitted, and varied successes 
attended their efforts. Nothing of any noteworthy size has been taken, but some 
fair sport as regards number is recorded. Two friends and myself last Saturday, 
between one and five o’clock, landed ten, from about 23lb. to 51b., an1 I had the 
misfortune to lose six after striking and playing thema time. I can only account 
for this by the fact that I was using a rusty snap, which seems confirmed because a 
new snap did not fail to hook and hold severalafterwards. Another angler close by, 
in a very short time, caught four nice fish, and being, I suppose, satisfied, and not 
relishing the wind and rain, departed thankful. The-sport on the Broads is slow ; 
only one or two instances of moderate catches have reached me, I fancy the owners 
are now very busy with the gun amongst the wild fowl, and, of course, for some 
days previous to their visiting their waters they give orders to have the place kept 
perfectly quiet ; so the fishing is stopped in favour of shooting. Prospects : Another 
frost occurred this morning, and I anticipate good reports during the coming week. 
—ROoBERT MOLL, 





A COLD DAY’S SPORT. 


“UGH! not to-day, baker,” was the shuddering response to my 
suggestion that it was just the weather for a turn round the chub- 
haunted eyots along the river. “ Why, man, you'll be able to skate 
home if this frost continues—you don’t catch me at it to-day.” Such 
was the cheering observation of my friend, Colonel Dash, as he 
pulled his chair away from the breakfast-table, and established 
himself with evident satisfaction beside the roaring fire. There 
certainly was a most fascinating air of snug and unpretentious comfort about 
the parlour of the “Angler’s Rest.” The low ceiling, with its great beams of 
oak, and the panelled wainscot of the same solid material were black with age. 
The walls were embellished with numerous well-preserved trophies of mine 
host’s sportsmanlike proclivities. There were beautiful trout, caught by the old 
sluice up the stream; there were hungry-looking pike and aldermanic perch ; 
there were snipe and teal from the river’s sedgy margins, and pheasants and 
partridges from the woodlands that crowned the hilly banks. What, 
perhaps, was more attractive than all these natural history embellishments was 
the arrangement of the breakfast-table. Two healthy, hungry mortals could not 
have had set before them a more appetising repast than figured on the snowy 
cloth—such eggs, and milk, and butter ; and such a Phyllis, too, might you haye 
scoured the country side without finding. Jt was after doing ample justice to 
the morning meal that the colonel had uttered his damping reply to my 
enthusiastic proposition. But whether my gallant comrade shared my sport or 
not, I was determined not to let slip the opportunity the glorious morn afforded. 
I looked through the diamond-paned casement across to the shimmering water 
as it caught the golden hues of the sun, and I pictured myself struggling with 
its finny denizens with such success that without more ado I summoned mine 
host to bring me my accoutrements, and leaving the colonel to enjoy his cigar 
by the fireside, I soon found myself dropping down the river to a cunning 
corner where, a day or two before, I had noted shadowy forms sailing beneath 
the trembling branches of the overhanging osiers. As the boat glided along, a 
moorhen started with a cry and took wing down the water, and the wrens kept 
up an incessant chirruping in the willows. Noiselessly my bark floated over the 
gravelly bed of the stream until I reached my chosen hunting-ground. 

Here a lofty black poplar with rugged bark stood on the extreme edge of the 
water onan island in the middle of the river. Tying the painter to its exposed 
roots, that made a sort of trellis-work under the bank, the stream drifted the 
stern of my boat round, and my position was secured. From this coign of 
vantage I could fish both sides of the eyot, right up to the camp shedding on 
my right, or under the pollards to the left. The pollards was the selection, and 
a capital one I found it. Right under their stunted shades flew the line and 
landed just short of a nasty lot of decayed rushes and twigs held by the 
drooping boughs of a hawthorn tree. It was a narrow squeak of getting hung up, 
and I was congratulating myself on my good fortune and drawing in for 
another cast when plop—plop—plop came number one, avery nice-looking chub. 
Three more came from that quarter, and I began to think I was in luck’s way ; 
but it was very cold, and demanded a real love of the sport to keep out in it. 
As I made a fresh essay, the report of a gun was heard somewherg along the 
river, and I got out to see who it might be, and whether he was going to spoil 
my swim for me. |'T'o my surprise I beheld the gallant colonel, whom I imagined 
I had left ensconsced by the fire at the inn. There he was, however, blazing 
away at some waterfowl, but what I could not see by reason of the tall reeds 
that partially hid the sportsman himself from my sight. 

Knowing that sooner or later Dash would be down with me, I resumed my 
rod, and this time turned my attention to the opposite side, with a very 
alluring minnow asa bait. Had I not seen Mr. Perch, bis dorsal fin half out of 
the water, flying about after the small fry on the surface ? He was no small 
fish, I could see, and I resolved upon his destruction. For two mortal hours 
did I toil and spin for that wily old brute, and I verily believe that had not the 
colonel joined me and put me on my mettle by joking at my expense, I should 
have left him and returned to refresti the inner man ; but from that, moment 
the fate of that perch was sealed. Cold and hungei was doing its work, but I 
stuck to my rod) fox my rod stack to me, and despair was rapidly filling my 
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breast, as with reddening nose and glistening eyes I flung forth my line again. 
“Ye gods and little fishes! what atug! Nothing short of a crocodile surely.” 
Down, down, down—tug, tug, tug! Oh, I’ve got you, my beauty ; tug away!” 
Slowly, but surely, towards his ruthless captor came the red-finned beauty, and 
in another moment he lay beside the three chub in the boat. ‘Three pounds, 
as I’m a living sinner! Won't the colonel be wild!” 

’ With a triumphant countenance I unmoored my bark and steered back for the 
haven of the “ Angler's Rest,” keeping open a weather eye for my friend, who 


-had beat a retreat before, but who was still blazing away on his homeward track. 


Just as I espied him paddling after a moorhen, I saw streaming across the 
meadows, hard on their quarry, a pack of staghounds. The stag made straight 
for the water, and dashing in close to the colonel, he was only apprised of the 
fact by the splash. It was the work of a moment to drop his gun and 
take to his oars, but ere he could get under weigh the keel of the boat 
was uppermost, and the gallant colonel nowhere to beseen. Another minute 
and he stood up to his waist in water, grasping in hishandan oar. There, like 
a modern river-god, trident in hand he stood, in full view of the whole hunt, 
every member of which was bursting himself with laughter at my friend’s 
grotesque appearance as he shouted in terms more forcible than polite for 
some one to come to his assistance. Without loss of time I got him into 
my boat, and soon the luckless fellow was in bed, and his adventure all over 
the county. G, =A. Qe 





BIG PIKE. 


‘“‘ TRELAND is the place for big pike, and I cannot help wishing that 
its waters were more accessible.” 

Such is the statement which appeared in a recent issue of the FISHING 
GazETTE. Now itis a matter beyond any doubt that Ireland, especially the 
North and West, is the place for big pike. As to its inaccessibility, I really can- 
not see it. There is nota lake in Ireland thatcould not be reached from London 
or any other part of England in 36 hours. Since the time referred to by the 
writer of that article two railways have been constructed, the Enniskillen and 
Bundoran, and the Sligo L. and N. Counties, which make Lough Erne and its 
neighbouring lakes, with their splendid fishing and unequalled scenery, easily 
accessible to tourist and fisherman. From Enniskillen, the county town, situate 
midway between Upper and Lower Lough Erne, the fisherman can have every 
facility for a good day’s sport ; and for a small sum a boat of any size, and men to 
row it, can be hired, which will bring the fisherman along the beautifully 
wooded banks of the Upper, or the broad expanses of Lower Lough Erne, and 
where he may take 20lb. or 301b. pike, that with plucky fight will astonish any- 
one who has not had experience of what an Irish pike can do. 

Ten miles from Enniskillen we find Lough Erne in miniature, Upper and 
Lower Lough M‘Nean, with the village of Belcoo between, formas pretty a 
picture as canbe seen anywhere in the North of Ireland. 

Lough Gill, in Sligo, and several other small lakes in the district, 
fine facilities for pike fishing. 

I will just give one or two instances that I can recollect at present of large 
pike taken in the lakes I have mentioned. 

Mr. T. Liddy, of Enniskillen, in 1874, succeeded in killing a pike in Lough 
Erne which scaled 341b. And strange to say, during a severe thunderstorm, 
another gentleman named Thompson, about four years ago, landed a pike in 
Upper Lough Erne 313]b. But I believe the premier pike of this country was 
taken about 30 years ago in Lough M‘Nean bya man named Farry, which tipped 
the beam at 42lb. Although I cannot boast of a very extraordinary record 
myself, still I can show a fair one. The largest Ihave taken was in Lough M‘Nean ~ 
in1880, which weighed 243]b. ; one in 1881, 23lb. ; another same year, 2031b. 

Just a word or two in conclusion on the baits suitable to these waters. The 
dead gorge, baited with a small perch or roach, which abound in ineredible 
quantities inall our lakes, is the best to secure a large number of medium-sized 
fish. But if your aim is to catch extra-sized pike, there is nothing equal to a 
large, plain spoon-bait. Red and silver, copper and silver, or brass and red, each 
of these are equally good; but on some days pike show a partiality for one kind’ 
more than another. 

I have often fished for hours with a red and silver spoon without a rise ; but 
on changing to a copper and silver, have discovered the pike were still available. — 

Lough Erne is our best lake ; but large or small, there is hardly a lake or 
stream which the fisherman will visit in the North of Ireland where he will be 
disappointed of a day’s pike fishing. HARVESTER. 
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OPENING OF THE SALMON ROD FISHINGS ON TWEED AND TEVIOT. 


The salmon rod fishing on these rivers opened on Monday, but the hopes held out 
to anglers at the latter part of last week were not realised, as the rivers during 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday last were increased in volume by floods from the 
west. Had it not been for this circumstance, anglers would have been “on” on the 
opening day, instead of having had to wait till to-day (Thursday) before making a 
start. On the Carham water, however, on Wednesday, the 4th, Mr. J. R. 
Hay-Gordon, Liverpool, made a commencement; but the river being too 
much flooded and dirty, nothing was done on any of the salmon casts. 
The flood of Wednesday last having run longer than was anticipated, — 
has quite put anglers out of their reckoning, and the river will not be in first-rate 
trim now until Monday, although to-day it is nice and fresh, with a gentle wind 
from the west. We have had aslight touch of frost, too, during the night, and this 
will do much to help in lessening the volume of water in the beds of the streams. 
Although the rivers are still pretty full, and not in the best condition as regards 
colour, many anglers will be out to-day (Thursday), as 1am informed that angling 
is to commence on the Hendersyde, Sprouston, Hdnam House, and other waters 
to-day. Plenty of fish are in the rivers, and perhaps one or two may 
be got, but the chances are against the disciples of the rod and line. 
The late floods, however, have done an immense amount of good 
in the way of. benefitting the river in this way—that it has hastened the descent 
of the spawned and attenuated fish to the sea, there to recuperate and then come 
up again ; while it has also allowed of the ascent of clean-run fish from the sea to 
the upper reaches of the river, and so afford sport to the angler. Prospects are 
therefore very encouraging, and anglers anticipate a very successful spring season. 
Their hopes may not be borne out by actual facts, but still everything tends, in — 
the mean time, to make the disciples of old Izaak put a rosy look on the season — 
about to be inaugurated on the Tweed and Teyiot. The weather is fine and mild, 
with the wind in the west—_Max WHEEL. 
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ait Gentlemen to try his standard "LIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what — 
hel\imself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that44 required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whtther they may be genuine or Hot. Patronised«by #time of the best fishormen of the day, All ilies 
dreised on the best Kendal hooks: Prices; Poidt Flies 2%: 6di per Dozen ; Dropper Flies; 28, per Dozery 


2 
GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Mafitek-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
Ordérs punctially attended te-—(ADVT.) 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On February Ist, Mr. Willis and Mr. Farebrother both weighed in some roach from 
the Thames. Two prizes will be fished for, the first and second heaviest weights of 
roach, from Feb. lst to March 8th. A smoking concert will be held in the club- 
eon on March 2nd, in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.—J. 

ORLEDGE, 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly committee meeting was held on Monday last at the Forester’s Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road, at 8.30, Mr, P. Geen in the chair. There was a good attendance. 
The minutes of the previous committee meeting were read by the secretary, 
Mr. Ghurney, and duly passed. The committee then took into considera- 
tion the desirability of renting certain waters for the exclusive use 
of members of the Anglers’ Association, and it was unanimously decided 
to do so, and the secretary was empowered to make an offer for three waters to 
commence with. A circular was read from the Nottingham and Notts Angling 
Preservation Association, calling attention to a public meeting for Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
to take into consideration the best means of starting a movement to regain the 
ancient angling and other rights of the public to the Trent and other navigable 

rivers of the kingdom. It was proposed and carried unanimously that our president, 
*Mr. P. Geen, attend on behalf of the Anglers’ Association, A vote of thanks to the 
» president concluded the business,—H. J. TIBBATTS. | 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. | 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, Feb. 13th, 

at 9 o'clock. Secretaries and friends will oblige by an early settlement for concert 
tickets disposed of.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 
The first visit in the above district will be to the Angler’s Pride, the white Hart, 
Old Kent-road, when I hope to see a large number of anglers present.—W, H. Pagu, 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday evening, Jan. 29th, we held our first smoking concert of the season, 
which will be continued every alternate Thursday, the next being Feb. 12th, com- 
mence at 9 p.m. The attendance was very large, our spacious club-room being 
nearly full of members and friends. Mr. Crozier presidedat the piano. Mr. Withers 
(our chairman) and Mr. Wellman (vice) having taken their seats, the evening’s 
entertainment commenced with an overture in grandstyle. Mr. Roberts then gave 
the first song, “ Good-by to Summer,” which was received with great applause, and 
encore ; followed by Mr. Boisseau with “Half-Mast High”; Mr. Innis, “Jack’s 
Yarn” ; Mr. Wellman, “ Anchored,” in his best form. <A ringing cheer was given 
him for this song, and an encore called for, which was given later in the evening— 
viz., ‘She wore a Wreath of Roses.” The harmony was carried on in splendid style 
by Messrs. Jones, Banfield, Walkley, Cox, Cicil, Harrison, Roberts (encore song), F. 
and C. Gomm, Sutters, and others. A vote of thanks to the visitors, pianist, chair- 
man, and :yice brought this pleasant evening to aclose. Our match for six prizes 
took place at Egham, on the Ist inst., the whole being taken in the following order : 
Ist, Mr. Weyer ; 2nd, Mr. R. Banfield ; 3rd, Mr. Moore ; 4th, Mr. Wellman ; 5th, Mr. 
Maslin ; 6th, Mr. Boisseau. Messrs, Jones, Starsmere, Wakeford, Wilson, and Withers 
also had fish. The takes were not large, but the weighing-in caused a pleasant 
excitement, as the takes were so near.—W. MASLIN. sec. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

[The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the 
chair. Being unavoidably absent myself, Mr. H. Beck kindly carried out the secre- 
tary’s duties. The minutes of the 19th and 26th were read and signed. The catches 
reported were :—Mr. J. Woods four jack, scaling 1241b., heaviest 41b. 130z., from Mr. 
Longmate’s water, St. Margaret’s ; Mr. Woods states that jack and perch are well on 
there now ; he was broken away by aheavy jack, and a friend who accompanied him 
secured five good fish and lost two others. The waters will well repay a visit just 
now, and Mr. Longmate, the obliging landlord of the Old Red Lion, will give per- 
mission to angle in his preserved water running through his meadows. A handsome 
jack of 91b. 6oz. was taken last week from Day’s water, Ferry Boat, Tottenham. 
Here the water is in excellent condition for all-round fishing. Mr. H. Short had 
three chub, weighing 91b. from the Angel-road water, the largest 4lb. On Saturday 
afternoon and on Monday morning three more from the same water, scaling 841b., 
heaviest 331b. Mr. Read had a good day at some private water, killing ten jack, 
from 41b. to 6lb. each. Angling matters were discussed by members present. Mr. 
Beck sang a couple of songsin his usual excellent manner, Mr. Short and others 
also afforded harmony, and with cordial votes of thanks to Mr. Colls, the chairman, 
and to Mr. Beck for his services, a very pleasant evening was brought to a close,— 
Henry Howse, hon. sec. : 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society and several friends sat down to their annual 
supper at the Blenheim Arms on Wednesday, Jan. 28th, when we all were delighted 
at the splendid repast placed on the tables by our worthy host, Mr. Green. After 
the cloth was removed, and the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, we proceeded to the 
distribution of the prizes, which were taken in the following order :—Messrs, Baxter, 
Allen, Hannibus, Avon, Sullins, Severn, and Lallem. Our chairman, Mr. Whitehall, 
‘then proposed “Success to the Anglers’ Benevolent,” and in a very telling speech 
explained the objects of that society, being followed on the same suit by Mr. Adeane, 
of the Westbourne Park Angling Society. After a song from our chairman, Mr. 
Jinkins, of the Cobden Angling Society, who ably filled the vice-chair, having told 
us how he went courting under the parlour stairs, proposed ‘“‘ Prosperity to the 
Duke of Norfolk Angling Society,’ which was drank with musical honours ; after 
which Mr. Young obliged with “Behind the Scenes,’ and Mr, Harris with the 
“ Sewing Machine”; Mr. Baxter pathetically told us “Never to leave our Mothers 
till their hair turned gray”; Mr. Pilgrim, “I will Stand by my Friend.” Then the 
“ Health of our Host and Hostess.” who received quite an ovation ; and after return- 
ing thanks, Mr. Polley, of the Bolton Abbey, getting an encore next for his splendid 
rendering of ‘‘ Welcome, ever welcome, Friends” ; encore, “ The Anchor's Weighed.” 
After the toasts of the “ Anglers’ Association,” the “ Chair” and “ Visitors,” which 
were ably responded to, the following gentlemen contributed to harmony :—Messrs. 
Adeane, Kirk, Green, Avon, Boxhall, Flood, Godfrey, Hammond, Cooper, Mayhew, 
Bennett, Polley, Jinkins, and our worthy chairman, who finished up the evening 


| with one of his humorous ditties at 2 a.m.—J. AVON, sec. 


- GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Ist inst. several of our members were out, but the only fish that were 
weighed in are as follows :—Messrs. S. Howell, roach, 10lb, 802. ; bream, 15o0z. ; 
J. J. Holmes, roach, 8b. ; dace, 30z. Members and friends will please to note that 
our usyal monthly concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund will take place 
on Wednesday evening next, the 11th inst., at the George, Fonthill-road, Finsbury- 
park, N., upon which occasion we hope to see many brother anglers favour us with a 
call. It is necessary that all members attend the meeting on Monday evening next, 
the 9th inst., as we have a new member to elect and others to propose. The com- 
mittee have also arranged a list of prizes to be fished for.—J. J, HOLMuS, sec, 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. . 
The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening 
at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street ; Mr. Moore in the 
Shaix, The raintites of the last mecting were read and confirmed, Letters were read 
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from the Ventral Association giving notice of a delegate meeting on Friday, the 6th 
inst., and from the managers of the Albert Palace, Battersea-park, offering space for 
exhibitors in their exhibition. Members are respectfully reminded that the pike 
competition takes place on Tuesday next, and that the weighing in will not close 
until 11 o’clock,—H, 





HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING . SOCIETY. 

A capital show of fish was on our tables last’ Thursday, being the result of the 
competition for prizes, given by Messrs. Johnson and Inman. The four principal 
trays contained as follows :—Mr. Alders; roach and dace, 18lb. 60z., from the tidal 
water ; Mr. Smith, roach and dace, 11lb. 60z., from Datchet ; Mr. Hobden, chub, 
101b. 40z., from Bourne End ; and Mr. Johnson, roach, 71b, 60%., from Kingston. 
After the usual club business, the rest of the evening was devoted to the programme 
of our second smoking concert of this season, the result. being an eyening’s enter- 
tainment which I believe was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. Several of our 
visitors contributed capital songs, Mr. Burgess giving, in his usual comical style, 
“No Matter,” “Good Business,” and “Come Downand Open, the Door, Love” ; Mr, 
Baber, “The Gallants of England” and “ Alice,Where Art Thou ?” ; Messrs. Pearce, 
Cobb, and Moncton, of the Brompton, also sang, as did Messrs. West and Flowers of 
the Hammersmith Club, Mr. Gower, of the Cambridge, kindly gaye his stump 
oration on the drink question; Mr. Burn recited ‘“‘My Lord and My Lady.” The 
musical reputation of our society was well sustained by the contributions of Messrs. 
Elms, Penny, and Hobden. We desire to thank the Acton Piscatorials for their 
special invitation to their meeting on the 5th, addressed to us through the GAZETTE. 
Some of us certainly will be present, if only to pay them the compliment they 
might have extended to us on the occasion of ‘one of our recent concerts,—H. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society had their annual supper last Monday evening, when the worthy 
host, Mr. Crouch, provided an excellent ‘repast, to which full justice was done by 
the members, after which toasts and harmony was the order of the evening. Messrs. 
D. Ford, A. Williams, Wim. Fish, C. Walford, C. Layton, Walter Fish, and C. Furlong 
sang some very excellent songs, and altogether a very pleasant evening was spent. 
The prizes will be distributed next Tuesday week, the 17th inst., when we should be 
pleased to see any friends,—C, J, MILLIE, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, J. Osborne had a goo1 show of roach, about 16lb., on the Ist inst., from the 
Great Eastern line. W. Norman had two small jack from the river Ouse. The 
members will fish for a series of prizes on February 15th, The place not yet selected. 
—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out in full force on the Ist inst. Mr. Bingle again came to 
the front with a show of roach, dace. and gudgeon. Our members fished for a prize 
given by Mr. Moore, of the Independent Angling Society, Mr. Ulph being the suc- 
cessful winner, The weather being so rough marred a little of the sport and pleasure. 
—H, BINGLE, sec. ; 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The takes of fish lately have been very limited. There were seven prizes down to 
be dividedzon the Ist inst., at Boxmore, but the result of the outing was only three 
prizes were taken ; Mr. H. Underwood, G. Weaver, and W. Weaver being successful, 
I have to remind members that Thursday evening next, 12th inst., is quarterly night, 
and hope to see a good muster of them.—W. HILLIER, sec. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held, as usual, on Monday 
evening last at Ashley’s Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs, 
R. 8. Fennings, D. Goodger, R. Sachs, G. Robinson, J. Pattisson, F. H. Lemann, J. 
Meyer, and the hon. sec. The chair was occupied by Mr. H. B. Brown, and after the 
minutes of the previous meeting had been read and confirmed, Mr. D. Goodger spoke 
of the several additions which had been recently made to the photographic album 
of the society, and he urged all those who were not represented therein to make 
speedy contributions. Mr. T. R. Sachs and other members then discussed the de- 
sirability of admitting ladies as honorary members of the society. Although Mr. 
T. R. Sachs, as usual, pleaded the ladies’ cause in an able and gallant manner, no 
determination was arrived at on this subject. Mr. R. Chant was duly elected a 
member of this society ; he was proposed by Mr. H. Harden, and seconded by Mr. R. 
S. Fennings. An interesting discussion was initiated by Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, who 
said that when fishing in private water on the Lodden, about two years ago, he 
landed 20 jack of about 131b. to 2lb. each ; he returned them all to the water after 
marking them. On Friday last he captured two of the marked fish, but was 
astonished to find that they barely scaled 2lb. apiece. In this part of the Lodden 
there is plenty of feed, and he was therefore inclined to consider his fisherman’s 
solution that there were two species of pike—the smaller species seldom growing to 
a greater weight than 3lb. Mr. Wheatstone had another theory on the same subject, 
which was that the produce of young and immature fish resulted in fish that were 
small,whilst the produce of matureand large fish resultedina fish that grew to a larger 
size. Messrs. R. 8. Fennings, J. Pattisson, and T. R. Sachs joined the discussion ; but 
the subject was ultimately reserved for future consideration. Since the last meeting, 
Mr. H. B. Eyre had weighed in a fine chub of 41b. loz., and Mr. Chas. Blundell placed 
on the table a nice show of pike, consisting of four fish weighing 18lb. 4oz., the 
largest 51b. 140z. These, Mr. C. Blundell said, were from the Colne, on banks of 
which river he had spent a very pleasant but damp day. Mr. T. Huggett, fishing 
the Loddon, had taken a few perch and roach ; and Mr. W. B. Addington had had a 
fair day’s sport on the Ouse at Tempsford last Saturday, when he had taken several 
good pike, one weighing 81b. The fellow-fish had managed to break through an un- 
perceived fault in the line ; but the fish were finally put off the feed by a sudden 
rise of the water. The secretary then read a letter from Mr. T. Crumplen, inform- 
ing the society that there was every prospect of the London, Brighton, and South 
Coast Railway Company granting, at an early date, great facilities to bona-fide 
anglers. The health of Mr. F. G. Pearce, the president, was proposed by the chair- 
man, and was received with cheers and musical honours. Mr. F. G. Pearce briefly 
responded, and the chairman then had the agreeable duty of proposing the old toast 
of “ The Piscatorial Society.” A cordial vote of thanks to Mr. H. B. Brown for his 
able conduct in the chair brought the business of the evening to a conclusion.— 


R. B, 


» PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The ordinary meeting of this club was held at the Old English Gentleman Inn, 
on Monday last, the chair being occupied by Mr. Cadman. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. J. Barton was elected as a member, and Mr. 
S. Allen was also duly proposed and seconded, Several matters of importance were 
discussed, and the members afterwards held a smoking concert. Mr. J. Bland gave 
the “Friends Departed,’ and “The Blind Boy Praising his Mother,” in a very 
effective style ; Mr. Dawes gave a recitation from William Tell, entitled ‘The Speech 
to the Mountains” ; Mr, Saxton gave a song—viz., “ The Powder Monkey” and Mr. 
Jackson played several selections on the piano in capital style. The next angling 
match will take place on Feb. 28th, in the Swarkestone Canal (Millkhouse Length), 
entrance fee to be paid on Feb, 26th.—I, WHYMAN, hon. sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Several members of the above club were out on the Ist, but only one, J. Gafney, 
caught fish. The chairman and seoretary were very busy with the drags the majoy 
portion of the day, An open match for the three remaining prises and 108., gives 
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by Mr. F. Grigg, will be fished on the 8th. On the 28th a match for a series of eight 
prizes will be fished, and our worthy hostess, Mrs. Reid, will also give three extra 
prizes on that occasion.—GADFLY. 


PRINCESS OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above have not ha? a very prosperous new year in the 
angling way. Several of them have been out and faced bravely the cold, biting 
winds, but their reward has not been in comparison to their courage. Iam sorry 
to say more than one of our members have had two and three blanks. Some have 
had better luck. Among the latter may be mentioned Mr. Ney, jun., who hada 
very fine show of roach from Taplow; and Mr. A. Porter has shown us some nice 
dace from Twickenham, jack from Uxbridge, and roach from Walton; and Mr. 
Scutch had a fair show of dace. Last meeting night we enrolled a new member, 
and hope to do so again next meeting. The entrance fee is now only Is., weekly 
subscription 2d., and the annua! prizes amount toa good round sum. We shall be 
delighted to meet any brothers of the angle any Thursday evening between nine 
and eleven at our meeting house, Mr. Noble’s, Westmoreland Arms, George-street, 
Portman-square, W.—G. ATTWELL. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

SMOKING ConcERT.—A very successful smoking concert was given on Wednesday 
evening, Jan. 28, in connection with the Richmond Piscatorial Society. The large 
room at the Station Hotel was so crowded that it would have been difficult to find 
room for another person, and the whole affair passed off in such a manner as to 
reflect the highest credit upon Mr. Plant, to whom the arrangements were intrusted. 
Mr. A. J. Little presided in his usual genial manner, and Mr. Dickinson was an effi- 
cient vice-chairman, while the vocalists were accompanied on the piano by Mr. J. 
Dellew Johnson with his customary taste and skill. Each of the two parts opened with 
an orchestral selection by Messrs. J. Dellew Johnson (piano), Fairbrother (viclin), 
F. Horton (cornet), and Cahill (violoncello), and then followed songs, not one of 
which could be described as a failure or even mediocre. Mr. Donnelly and Mr. Evans 
contributed songs, which were greatly enjoyed, and Mr. Casserley gave, ‘Tell Me, Mary, 
how to woo thee,” and “ Alice, where art thou ?” in such a manner as to delight the 
audience and wina hearty encore. Another exceedingly pleasing tenor was Mr. Grims- 
dick, whose rendering of “ The Message,” and “Tom Harding,” displayed an ex- 
cellent voice and much ability. Mr. H. Powell sang very successfully in “ Out on 
the deep,’ and.‘ The last of the boys,” and Mr. Merrett’s “ Annabel Lee” was also 
well received. Mr. Merrett and Mr. Powell sang together in the well-known duet, 
“The moon hath raised her lamp on high,” and were again heartily applauded. The 
“comic element” was contributed to by Mr. McCall Chambers, one of the most 
clever exponents of humorous songs we have heard, and his efforts were enthusiasti- 
cally received. A banjo song was given by Mr. St. John Hall. There was one reci- 
tation, “ The Jackdaw of Rheims,” which was effectively rendered'by Mr. E. V. Powell. 
As there was still a little time to spare before midnight, songs were added to those 
which had appeared on the programme by Messrs. F. Val Richer, F. A. Crew, and G, 
H. Hester (hon. secretary), who were received with marked expressions of approval. 
The Chairman proposed the health of Mr. Plant and those who had taken part in 
the proceedings, and to this Mr. Plant suitably responded. The other toasts were 
“ The Chairman,” “The Vice-Chairman,” “The Richmond Piscatorial Society ” 
(which now has about 120 members), and “ The Visitors,” coupled with the name of 
Mr. M‘Dougall, the captain of the Norse Rowing Club.—Richmond and Twichenham 
Times. 





RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the Ist, Messrs. Dodd, Smith, Pyne, and Flower visited various parts of the 
Thames between Kingston and Hurley. They succeeded in getting a nice show of 
fish, considering the state of the river and weather. The show consisted of jack, 
dace, and roach. Mr. E. Pyne took the first jack prize given for this date ; G. Dodd 
stands first for gross weight forthe month. The prizes not taken will remain open 
for competition on the same terms as before. Members are informed the return 
visit to The Angler’s Pride, on behalf of The Anger’s Association, Mr. Page, district 
officer, will take place on the 10th at the White Hart, Old Kent-road, A visit to 
the Second Surrey, Waterman’s Arms, Paris-street, Lambeth, will be paid on the 
16th by the members of the South London United.—PIXxIE. 


SOCIETY OF CAXTONIAN ANGLERS. 

On Thursday last, Jan. 29th, the usual weekly meeting of this club was held. 
Mr. C. Monier-Williams was the chairman of the evening. Some fifty members and 
friends were present. The chairman, in opening the proceedings, stated that the 
society had been established for some twenty years, that it was beginning to be a 
very old society ; but fishing clubs required something more than age to give them 
a position. They wanted usefulness. This society had proved itself useful, The 
specimens of fish that adorned the walls of its room proved this, and the fact that 
the judges at the Fisheries Exhibition had thought fit to award it a silver medal and 
diploma of honour proved it also. After ‘Success to the Society ” had been drunk, 
a very successful programme of vocal and instrumental music and recitations fol- 
lowed. We have especial pleasure in recording the fact that Mr. Alfred Mayman, 
one of the members, arrived from the neighbourhood of Maidenhead with a splendid 
show of chub. The evening closed with the usual toasts. We cannot help men- 
tioning the names of Messrs. W. H. Cate, G. F. Norbury, George Reeves, L. Edwards, 
Alfred Brooks, Wills, and Harry Smith, who, by their vocal ability, contributed to 
the success of the evening. 


STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

I regret much to have to forward such a poor report of fish taken by members of 
this society. Several gentlemen were out fishing last week ; but with very poor 
rewards for their temerity in braving the elements, the gale, in more than one 
instance, having compelled the occupants of punts to get ashore to prevent being 
swamped. Mr. D. M. Humby weighed in three very nice roach, 2lb. 120z.; Mr. C. 
Scull, perch, 940z., seven roach, 3lb. 440z., and twenty-eight roach, 141b. 80z., a very 
good and level lot of fish indeed. Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, four jack, 11lb., and Mr. 
Wrightson, one jack, 4b. 530z.—G. E. W. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Some of our members were out on the 1st instant, and met with some very good 
sport. Mr. F. Penton some fine roach, largest 1lb. 4oz. ; Mr. Lawes some fine roach 
and perch, from the Thames, On the 22nd of this month there will be a fishing 
maatch for £1 a side between Mr. Redman and Mr. Beak, both members of the above 
society. Ihope for a little better sport than last time, and that they will stick to 
it this time.—H. T. 





WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. P. Magnes’ prize for jack, any water, will be competed for on February 8th ; 
also Mr. Stewart’s heaviest weight, any water.—J. GUYVER, sec. 





To Recent SuBscRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and haye voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 


THE FRESHWATER POLYPE AS A FISH-EATER. 


Our knowledge of the enemies of fish is continually extending. Our corre 
spondent, Mr. Sims, of Oxford, discovered the other day that the common 
bladder wort destroys fish fry ; and now we see in the Deutsche Fischerei Zeitung 
(which gives Forest and Stream as its authority) that the common freshwater 
polype (Zydra viridis) must be added to the number of fry destroyers. The 
hydrais to be found in most of our ponds and slow-running streams. It looks 
like a minute jelly fish, attaches itself by a sucker to the underside of floating 
weeds and to stems of water plants. It has long been known to devour minute 
aquatic insects, &c. 

Professor Parker, of the University of Pennsylvania, put several specimens of 
this polype in an aquarium containing some minute fry of gold fish (little fellows 
about the size of jin. of a medium-sized needle). The fry vanished in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and a careful investigation showed that each polype had 
devoured some of them. Although so young, the fish were strong, swam about 
vigorously, and could not have been caught by the tentacles of the hydra ; they 
were, in fact, benumbed by contact with it. 

Anyone who has experienced the disagreeable sensation of being “stung” by 
saltwater jelly fish will understand this. It is, of course, just possible that the 


hydra contents himself with insects, &c., when in a wild state, and imprisoned — 


in the aquarium was driven by hunger to catch what he could ; but we think it 
hardly likely, seeing that fish fry always betake themselves to the shelter of 
water plants until strong enoughto venture away, and being of an inquisitive 
nature, doubtless millions perish inthe arms of Medusa and the trap of the 
bladderwort. 
fishes attached by their suckers to a punt in “our lake” ; some were over lin. 
in length, and as thick as large crow quill. Itis next to impossible to destroy 
them. If you cut off its tentacles, they each become entire animals ; if you cutit in 
half, each half becomes a whole. 
ER I ES 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT exert a rapidly favourable effect in all those diseases 
which are induced by exposure to damp or by great changes in temperature. They will therefore be 
found eminently serviceable to those who work in ironfoundries, copper mines. and collieries. These 
well-known renredies present manifest advantages in respect of use and effectiveness, being entirely 
compounded of vegetable drugs selected with the greatest care and regardless of price. When used in 
accordance with the ample printed directions which accompany them, they act surely but mildly, and 


do not interfere with the daily work. There are but few diseases which are not capable of cure—or, 
at all events, of great relief—if Holloway’s remedies ave perseveringly used. 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSONS 
TROUSERS, F | SH | NG COATS, 


STOCKINGS, JACKETS, 

WADERS & CAPES, 

BROGUES. WATERPROOFS AND BAGS. 

AWARDED ONLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
I, H. E, FOR FISHING GOODS, 








Indiarubber and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 





THE CELEBRATED 


KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING | 

GAZETTE, “A.RIE.L,” and other leading 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 
8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 





Anglers. 


_ 


Last summer we noticed hundreds of these freshwater jelly — 


37, Queen Victoria St., London, H.C. 









MOHAIR CANARY SALMON FLY 


Noted in The Field, Land and Water, and FISHING 
GAZETTE. 


Prices of The Canary and Modified Canary :— 
Size of iron lin., 10d.; 1}in., 1s. ; ljin., 1s., ; 12in., 
1s, 2d. ; ldin., 1s. 2d.; l#in., 1s. 4d. ; 2in., 1s. 6d. 5 
2hin., 1s. 8d.; 2din., 1s. 10d.; 23in., 2s.; 3in., 
2s. 3d.; 38in., 28. 6d. ; 32in., 2s. 9d. each. 

Mohair for dressing the Canary, 4s. per ounce. 
Salmon Flies tied te any pattern on shertest 
notice. Trout and Salmon Rods, Ree's, Lines of 
best quality only. Price List from 


JOHN ALEXANDER DUNBAR, Inverness. 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TIVHE DERBY PATENT LIVEBAIT 

HARNESS FOR PIKE FISHING. 
Is. 6d. each, Free to any part of the United 
Kingdom, Recommended by the FISHING 
GAZETTE of Noy. 22nd. The advantages of the 
tackle are—No. 1. No hook is inserted in the 
live-bait, and consequently it lives and remains 
lively. No. 2. You can make long casts without 
fear of throwing the bait off. No. 3. The hooks 
are so placed as to prevent a pike, which has 
seized the bait, getting away without being hooked. 
Descriptive illustration, showing how to use the 
tackle, will be sent with each order.—W. A. 
MARTIN, Fishing-Tackle Maker, 8, London-road, 
DERBY, 











for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. : 
Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,” by which they 
entrap the unwary. 3 
Certainly this maybe ‘the sincerest form of fiat-— 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor doesit pay the inventor of the 
genuine article. 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY hd 

Wm. KING, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 


ir 


ONDON, E. 


Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITOH. 


‘ 





AND 


YEARLINCS 

Of 8. Fario, S. Fontinalis, — 

S. Levenensis, S.. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. j 


OVA, FRY, f 
; 


For Price List apply to 


Westgate House, Guildford. 
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ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“Whatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.” . . . “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 
and light.”—Dean Swift or Matthew Arnold. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 
Or glitt’ring starlight without thee issweet.” 
—Milton. 
ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 
“ There eke the soft delights that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.’’—Thomson. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“ Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.” 
— Wordsworth. 


ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“TJ knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled” 
«... There's nothing half so sweet in life.” 
—T. Moore. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“A feasting presence full of light,” 
“ But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes.” 
— Shakespeare. 
XALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
facturers., 
,. Wholesale —29, Farringdon-road, London, E.C. 
~Retail—Wishart and Co., 41, Haymarket, or of any 
respectable dealer. 


Freeman's Chlorodyne. 


THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY TRUE 


T IS THE GREAT- 
EST MEDICAL  ODIS- 
ESCOVERY OF THE PRESENT 
3 CENTURY, and is regarded as 
a boon to mankind. 

Ti is the best known remedy 
for Coughs, Consumption, 
Whooping Cough, Bronchitis 
and Asthma. 

Tt effectually checks and arrests those too often 
fatal effects of Diseases, Diphtheria, Diabetes 
Fever, Croup, Ague, &c. 

it acts like a charm in Diarrhoea, and is the only 
known Specific in Cholera and Dysentery. 

Tt effectually cuts short all attacks of Epilepsy, 
Hysteria, Palpitation, Convulsions and Spasms, 

It is the only palliative in Rheumatism, Gout, 
Cancer, Toothache, Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lumbago, 
&e. 

It rapidly relieves pain, from whatever cause, 
allays the irritation of Fever, soothes and 
strengthens the system under exhausting diseases, 
restores the deranged functions, stimulates healthy 
action of the secretions of the body, and gives quiet 
and refreshing sleep, and marvellously prolongs life. 

It may be taken by old and young at all hours 
and times, according to the directions. 

It is extensively used by Medical Men in their 
official and private practice at home and abroad, 
who have given numerous written testimonials of 
its wonderful efficacy. 

Sold by Chemists and Patent Medicine Dealers all 
over the world in bottles, Is. 14d., 20z. 2s. 9d., 40z. 
4s. 6d., half-pints 11s., and pints 20s. each, and by the 
Inventor, RICHARD FREEMAN, 70, Kennington 
Park-road, London, S.E. Free by Post. 

Purchasers are CAUTIONED not to have palmed 
upon them any substitute. See that the Trade 
Mark, “THE ELEPHANT,” is on the wrapper, &c., 
and the words “FREEMAN’S ORIGINAL CHLORO- 
DYNE” are engraved on the Government Stamp— 
which is the only TRUE CHLORODYNE. 


The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS. 

Post Free, 27 stamps. Hight Tunes. Size 7} by 
24 inch. In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified: action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 38s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s, each. J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, 8.E. 


2s.—T WO SHILLINGS—2s, 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED. 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c. 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.O.O. for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B. PILLINGER 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, §.E, 


ONE SHILLING, 


The NewPocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard, 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECE 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Electre- 

_ Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Each denotes eorrect 
time, and is warranted for two years. To be pre- 
eured only from the undersigned All orders 
exeeuted by return of post. J. B. PILLINGER, 

’ 140, Blackfriars-road, London, S.K. 


64, CORNHILL, 


PERILS ABOUND ON Every SIDE. 
The Railway Passengers’ 
Assurance Company 


Tnsures against ACCIDENTS of all KINDS—On 
LAND or WATER, and has THE LARGEST IN- 
) VESTED CAPITAL, THE LARGEST INCOME, 
and pays yearly THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF 
COMPENSATION of any Accidental Assurance 
Company. 

Chairman, Harvie M. Farquhar, Esq. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the 
Local Agents, or West-end Office, 8, Grand Hotel 
Buildings, Charing Cross, or at the Head Office, 64, 
CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C. 

i: WILLIAM J, VIAN, Secretary, 



















BREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me, 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Extract from 
letter of C, Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s, 8d., 
lls., and 21s, each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C. ' 


W. BARTLEET and SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


Tested Fish Hooks. 
THE NEW “SLICED HOOKS ” 


(R, B, Marston’s Patent). 


FISHING RODS AND TACKLE 


in general. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 
11 Gold and Prize Medals Awarded, 








London House :— 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, 
Manufactory 


ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH. 
Wholesale only. 





ESTABLISHED JUNE, 1856, 


LONDON & COUNTY UNITY 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


ON y 
PERMANENT PRINCIPLE. 
Incorporated under Building Societies Act of 1874, 
ADVANCES MADE ONLY ON FREEHOLD, 
COPYHOLD, & LEASEHOLD PROPERTIES, 
Deposits received at 4 per cent, 

The Advances being only on Real Property, the 
security offered is undeniable, 
SUBSCRIPTION MEETINGS 
Held on the first Wednesday Evening of every 
month between Six and Hight o’clock at 
The AUCTION MART, Tokenhouse Yard, 
LOTHBURY, E.C. 

(At the Back of the Bank), 

“B™ ROOM,” GROUND FLOOR. 

Prospectuses will be forwarded by post, or can be 
had on application to the Secretary, Mr, JAMES 
GROVER, 87, Robert-street, Chelsea, S.W. 

The Half-Yearly Interest on the Completed 
Shares and Deposit Aecounts is now in course of 


ayment. 
CITY OFFICE—40, ALDERSGATE STREET. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 


and all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, ‘'BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, EC. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 














ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
i No. 17, King William Street, Charing C oss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867, Capital, £225,000, 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years. Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—ROBERT 
P, HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
‘Tirst letter of applicant immediately attended to, 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
ject, Lasy repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
tion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank?\to 
carry out all arrangements, 


“Worth the money, A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being allit pretends 

be.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE LIGHTEST ROD IN USE. Weight, 7 to 80z. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 84., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up riags, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra, 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 8 
joints, price 9s. 6d. 

l yard gut cast, 1s. 3d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s.5d, per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s, 4d. 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100 ; 2s. per 50; and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., ls. 4d.and 1s. 10d.; Salmon, 5s, 
per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 13, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 

Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 

PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 


DE’S 


EA 
GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


diet. 
ADE’S TESTIMONIAL. ILLS, 
“ Dec, 24th, 1883. 
ADE’S 


“T have been troubled with ) a 

gout for the last forty years, 

ADE’S and in that time been under ILLS. 
nine doctors, and tried many 

ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ pe 
remedies, but I found no relief 

ADE’S until I got a bottle of LADE’S ILLS, 
PILLS, and since then I have 

ADB’S ailed nothing. ILLS, 

pe 


(Signed) 
“BP. W, LONSDALE. 
“22, St. John-st., Preston.” 
pe 
ADE’S any other Pills for the above pu: 
distressing painful disorders, 
ADE’S as “ Hade’s” have been proved ILLS. 
by thousands to be the safest 
ADE’S and most effectual remedy. 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
cine vendors, in bottles, ls, 13d. | Rhee 
and 2s, 9d. 


GEORGE EADE,72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, 


A Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for  bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings ef heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
all nervous and 
The first dose will give 


ADE’S 
ADE’S 





Do not be persuaded to take 


ILLS. 
ADE’S 





sleep, frightful dreams, ‘and 


trembling sensations, &c. 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands ofcas e.. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, aud they will be acknowledged to be 

ORTH A GUINEA A BOX, 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them, 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system, If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and rebust 
health. 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like “‘ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe. These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled, They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BERCHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed. 

CAUTION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BEECHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 
fitreperet only and sold wholesale and retail by 

he proprietor, T, Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Laneashire, in boxes at 1s. 14d. and 2s, 9d. each. 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 36 
stamps.—Soid by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in tae Kingdom. 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box. 


HULLAND FIsHERY, 
Hulland Hall, Ashbourne, DERBYSHIRE. 
TROUT OVA and FRY of Salmo Fario and Salmo 

Levenensis, and every appliance ; feeding machine 
for fry and yearlings, Orders are being booked for 
yearlings, 

Apply to the MANAGHR, 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


yi ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in che North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
sey their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 356 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'Y. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,’ 
—Angler's Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England,” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table d@’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Hne- 

land for winter fishing 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY 


ANNUALLY INCUBATES 


MORE OVA OF SALMON, 
TROUT, & CHAR 


whole of the Canadian Governmen 
Hatcheries combined. 











Than the 


Send for Price List to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING 


Devonshire Rivers. 


EVONSHIRE. FLIES (GOOD in 
ANY STREAM), ls. 6d. per dozen. 
Flies made to pattern. <A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Deyon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. 


ESTABLISHED 1861, 
hi BAN K— 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usual 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special cireumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Depesit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custedy of Deeds, Writings, and oiher 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application. 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

March 31st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions. 








OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIBTY. 


OW TO PURCIL[ASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOGIETY, 
A Pamphlet, with full partieulars, on applieation, 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 
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W TO GET INFORMATION 


ABOUT ANGLING PLACES. 





Gugland. 


ALNWICK 


AND 
North Northumberland. 
Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 4 
“ Alnwick and County Gazette, 


which is the only paper in this District, and has a 
large circulation. 


ALTON 


(Hampshire): 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Alton and Petersfield Observer.” 


AMBLESIDE AND 
LAKE DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the Lake District 
should advertise in the 
“ Ambleside Herald, Lakes News, and 

Visitors’ List,” 


Also “Bowness Herald,” &c.: 


ARUNDEL 


(Sussex). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District, or inany 
ether part of Sussex, Surrey, or Hampshire, should 
advertise in the 

“West Sussex Gazette,” ; 
Published on Thursdays, which has a circulation in 
the above Counties of over 33,000. For price of 
Advertisements, apply to the Proprietors, Messrs. 
MITCHELL and Co., Arundel. 


BARNSTAPLE 


(North Devon). 

Gentlemen who want particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in “ THE NORTH DEVON HERALD.” 
Published Bi-Weekly : Every Thursday Morning, 
price One Penny, eight pages, forty-eight columns, 
Times size ; every Monday Afternoon, price One 
Halfpenny. ‘‘THE HERALD” is at once the 
Cheap and Popular Local and County Journal, and 
has by far the Largest Circulation of any Paper 
published in North Devon. Advertisements must 
reach the Head Offices, 106, High-street, Barnstaple, 
on Monday Mornings and Wednesday Evenings. 


BARNSTAPLE 
NORTH DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the District should 
advertise in the 

“North Devon Journal.” 
(Established 1824.) 


BATH. 


Anglers requiring QUARTERS in Bath or 
neighbourhood should advertise in the 
“Bath Argus.” 
THE OLDEST AND LARGEST DAILY PAPER 
IN THE COUNTY, 
And largest 1d. Paper in the West of England. 
Enquiries as to the best Waters and how to fish 
them will be gladly inserted FREE in The Bath 
Argus. \ 


























BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District sheuld 
advertise in the 


“Bath Journal.” 


BATH & CHIPPEN- 
HAM. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 
“ Bath Herald, North Wiltsand Somer- 

set Guardian.” 

Pubjished daily ; Weekly Edition, Saturday ; 
Visitors’ List, Thursday. Prepaid Advertisements : 
18 words once, 6d.; Six times, 1s. 6d. Offices :— 
North Gate, Bath, and High-street, Chippenham. 


BERWICK-ON- 
TWEED. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Berwick Journal,’ &c., or in 
“ Berwickshire News.” 
Offices : 25, High-street, Berwick, and Market- 
place, Duns, Berwickshire. 


BERWICK-ON 
TWEED. 


entlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
TERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Border Counties Gazette.” 
Offiees : Berwick-on-T weed. 








BISHOP AUCKLAND 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise m the 


“ Auckland Times and Herald.” 
53, Market-place, Bishop Auckland. 


BLANDFORD 


(Dorset). 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





“Blandford Express.” 


BOGNOR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





“ Bognor Observer.” 


BOSTON 


(Lincolnshire). 

Anglers wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Boston Guardian,” &c. 


BRIGHTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Brighton Standard.” 
(Fashionable Visitors’ List.) 

Established 1865. Published every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, price 3d. 

35, Hast-street, Brighton. 


BRIGHTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 
“Brighton Guardian and Sussex and 

Southern Counties General 
Advertiser.” 


34, North-street, Brighton. 


BRISTOL and BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Bristol Mercury and Daily Post,’ 
Prepaid rates for which are 20 words for 6d. 
Office : 35, Broad-street, Bristol. 


BRISTOL. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Daily Bristol Times and Mirror.” 


Offices : New Post-Office-road, Small-street, 
Bristol ; and 150, Fleet-street, London. T. D. 
TAYLOR, SON, and HANKINE, Proprietors. 


CLIFTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Clifton Chronicle.” 

The charge for advertisements of this class is 20 
words for 6d. and 3d. for every additional 10 words, 
prepaid, 
Advertisements 




















received for the FISHING 


GAZETTE, 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Gentlemen contemplating a visit to The Anton, 
The Test, the Houghton Waters, or other Rivers 
in the neighbourhood of Amdover, Stockbridge, 
Whitchurch, hilbolton, &c., and wanting parti- 
culars about FISHING WATERS and QUARTERS 
in North Hants, should advertise in the 

“ Andover Advertiser,” 
(Published every Friday at Andover), which has 
the Jargest circulation in the neighbourhood of 
these celebrated trout streams. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Gentlemen wanting partieulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 








“Boston Independent and Lincolashire. 


Advertiser.” 


Advertisements (24 words, 1s. ; excess in propor: 
tion) should be sent to Boston Independent, Boston. 


The EXE, the BARLE, 
The CULM. 


rentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING in 
either of these Devonshire Streams should adver- 
tise in the 
“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 

erald.” 

Prepaid Advertisements, 20 Words for 1s.— 
Address, GREGORY and 8QN, Gazette, Tiverton, 
Devon, 





SOMERSET. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS, 
ADVERTISEMENTS are inserted once in each 
of the undermentioned Newspapers at the charge 
of ONE SHILLING for the first line and SIX- 
PENCE each additional line, for the whole seven 
publications. ' a 
Prepayment must be made in all cases in which 
the charge is less than 8s. A line contains eight 
words on an average. 
1—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
published at Taunton on Saturdays. Twelve 
pages—the largest paper in the West of 
England, Price 3d. Established 1836. 
2—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
1d. Edition, on Thursdays and Saturdays. 
3.—“ Western News,” published at Taunton. 
4.—“ Bridgwater Mercury,” published at 
Bridgwater. 
5.—“ Devonand Somerset Weekly News,” 
published at Tiverton and Wellington. 
6.—* yes ae Advertiser,” published at 
eovil. 
7.—‘Chard, Ilminster and Axminster 
Weekly Advertiser,” published at 
Chard. 
Orders are received at the Somerset County 
Gazette Office, Taunton; the Bridgwater Mercury 


Office, Bridgwater; the Weekly News Office, 
Tiverton; and the Western Advertiser Office, 
Yeovil. 


Advertsements inserted in these papers are 
brought before the public every day. 


TIVERTON & EAST 
DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting partieulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this important 
Angling District should advertise in the 


“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 
erald,” 
Tiverton, Devon. 











Gales. 


ABERGAVENNY. 


Gentlemen wanting partieulars about FISMING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district sheuld 
advertise in, and refer to, the 

“ Abergavenny Chronicle.” 








Scotland. 


AYRSHIRE 
AND GALLOWAY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in these Districts 
should advertise in the 
“Ayr Anvertiser; or, West Country 

and Galloway Journal.” 

Published in Ayr every Thursday. T. M. 
GEMMELL and SON, Proprietors. 


AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Ayrshire Post.” 
53, Newmarket-street, Ayr, N.B. 


AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting information about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Ayr Observer.” 


JAMES M, JAYNSON, Publisher, Observer 
Buildings, Ayr. 


ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen wishing particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Northern Advertiser,” 


the best medium for Advertisements in the North 
East of Scotland. 

Published every Tuesday and Friday by JOHN 
AVERY and CO., Limited, 














ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen desiring information re- 
garding 


FISHING WATERS 
QUARTERS 


IN ~ 


ABERDEENSHIRE AND THE NORTH 
OF SCOTLAND 
ought to 


ADVERTISE IN THE 
‘¢ Aberdeen Journal,”’ 


The Leading Morning Newspaper. 


AND 


The JOURNAL is read in every Country 
House or Hotel ; is sold at all Railway 
Stations, and has a Larger and’ More 
Influential Circulation than any other 
Daily Newspaper North of Glasgow. 


BLAIRGOWRIE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in East Perthshire or 
West Forfarshire—a district where there are many 
Rivers and Lochs—should advertise in the 

“Blairgowrie Advertiser.” 
Published every Saturday. Large and influential 
circulation. Terms moderate. 

Head Office : Reform-street, Blairgowrie, 


CASTLE DOUGLAS. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Kirkcudbrightshire Advertiser and 
Galloway News.” 


Castle Douglas, N.B. 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE 
and Galloway. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in Dnmfries-shire, 
Kirkeudbrightshire, or Wigtownshire, should 
advertise in the 
“Dumfries and Galloway Courierand 

Herald.” 
Published Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Offices : 8, Queen-street, Dumfries, N.B. 


DUNOON. 


(Argyleshire). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Argyleshire Standard,” 
the largest and most extensively-circulated Loca 
Paper. Publishers : J. B. and R. INGLIS, Dunoon- 
road, Sandbank. INGLIS'S HANDY GUIDE TO 
DUNOON AND ENVIRONS, post free for 3d. 


DUNOON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Cowal Watchman.” 


Published every Wednesday. Publishers and 
Proprietors : J. H. and R. INGLIS, Dunoon-road, 
Sandbank. 


EDINBURGH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Edinburgh Courant,” &c. 


London Office: 5, New Bridge-street, Ludgate-~ 
cireus, 


FORFAR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING. 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Forfar Herald.” 
18, Castle-street, Forfar, 


HONTLY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Wuntly Express,” 
An Hight-page Paper, which circulates extensively 
in West Aberdeenshire and the middle and upper 
districts of Banffshire. 
ADAM DUNBAR, Publisher, Zpress Office, Huntly, 


























Furs. 14, 1885.] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 73 





ESTABLISHED {817. 


DUCAL WHISKEY. 
A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
24s, per Gall. | ond carriage Pasa.’ | 488, per Dozen. 


SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, F.C. Distillery, Aberdeen.) 








49. 5B add pal BG Ed alas 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, Ne. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 














ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 


’ 


: ep — part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage, 
is 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Trish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 8, O'Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON Low, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY TO SECURE EFFECTIVE LEGIS- 
LATION AGAINST RIVER POLLUTION. 


“THE sole object of this Society is to induce and secure effective 


legislation for the prompt suppression of the pollution of the streams | 


and watercourses of the country.” It is quite unnecessary for us to 
point out to the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE the fact that our 
rivers and streams are being poisoned ina wholesale manner—they 
know it from their own observation and from the numberless 
complaints on the subject which have appeared. We have always felt 
that these individual protests were like “a voice crying in the 
wilderness,” and that nothing short of combined and persistent action 
on the part of anglers, and all interested in the sanitary condition of 
our rivers, would be of much use. It is a matter for congratulation 
that a National Society, whose “sole object” is to deal with this 
national eyil, has been established ; and the names of the gentlemen 
forming the executive council are a guarantee that the Society will 
not exist in name only, but will use every effort to attain its object. 
Among the twenty-six members of the executive are, Sir Richard 
Temple, Lord Abinger, J. Willis-Bund, M.A., Dr. Bartleet, Col. Sir 
Francis Bolton, Rogers Field, B.A., C.E., Major L. Flower, Dr. G. 
Frankland, Captain Galton, Dr. Peter Hood, Lord Tredegar, and 
several chairmen of Boards of Conservators. 

We venture to suggest to the council that there are two gentlemen 
whose services would be invaluable; we refer to the Marquis of 
Exeter, who, as one of our leading pisciculturists, is deeply interested 
in the subject, and would use his influence in the House of Lords ; and 
to Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., than whom there could not bea better 
spokesman for such a Society in the House of Commons. It would 
also, we think, be advisable to create a general committee, and invite 
to join it the secretary of every angling society and fishing association 
throughout the country, every pisciculturist, all owners of fisheries, 
and all conservators. 

If this were done those on the general committee would feel that 
they had a personal interest in the matter, and this above all is what is 
wanted. It might be supposed that it would only be necessary for 
the executive council to make appeals for funds by circular, and that 
for such an object as this money,would immediately be forthcoming ; 
but one living, or as the Yankees say “live,” advocate is worth a 
thousand circulars. Take the Sheffield anglers, for instance : there 
are over ten thousand of them enrolled in angling clubs; every year 
they spend tens of thousands of pounds in order to get fishing, being 
compelled, in consequence of the filthy state of the rivers near 
Sheffield, to go long railway journeys to get fish. They have tried 
hard to alter this, and would warmly support any strong movement 
for the suppression of river pollution, and have obtained promises of 
support from influential members of their town council. We were 


_ present last year at a large meeting of Sheffield anglers, convened for 


the purpose of considering this very matter, and the conclusion come 
to was that, in the present state of the law, local action would probably 
result in failure, and that the movement must be general throughout 
the country. What is true as regards Sheffield is equally true as 
regards other places where the evil is felt. 

We shall do all in our power to support this National Soeiety, and 


| trust that before long its members will be found in every part of.the 


country. It is high time we all recognised the fact that our rivers 
are not gradually, but rapidly, being converted into fever-breeding 
sewers. 

The following figures are instructive :—The population of England 
and Wales now exceeds 26,000,000; they live on. about 37,000,000 
acres of land. The combined length of all the rivers and streams of 
England and Wales is only about 9,000 miles, of which at least one- 
half is already poisoned by refuse, either from dwellings, factories, or 
mines, and this easily-avoidable poisoning—for it is nothing else— 
every year spreads more rapidly. 

In 1873, the House of Lords passed a Bill, which declared “ that 
river pollution had become a national evil.” In 1876, the Rivers 
Pollution Prevention Act was passed ; but, instead of compelling 
sanitary authorities and local government boards to take action, it only 
enabled them to do so. Seven years have passed, and the Act is, in 
effect, a dead letter. 

Mr. Willis-Bund, Chairman of the Severn Fishery Board, and the 
authority on all matters connected with legislation as to rivers and 
fisheries, has drafted a Bill which, with such amendments as may be 
thought wise in committee, if it becomes law, will “render and keep 
our rivers clean.” This bill has been introduced by Mr. G. W. 
Hastings, Earl Percy, and Col. Walrond ; and there are no difficulties 
in the way which hearty and united action will not overcome. Any 
further information which may be required can be had of the 
Secretary of the “National Society to secure Effective Legislation 
against River Pollution,” 6, The Sanctuary, Westminster, S.W. 





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SEVERN FISHERY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF CONSERVATORS. 


JUDGING from the reports issued by the various Fishery Boards, we 
should say that on the whole the lot of a Conservator is “ not a happy 
one,” and he often gets “more kicks than ha’pence,” The net 
fishers and the rod fishers are always ready to blame the Conser- 
vators if anything goes wrong, whereas the wonder to us is that so 
much good work is done with such inadequate means. Instead of 
being supported by Government, as is the case in the United States, 
our Government Fisheries Department seems to take a pride in 
snubbing the Conservators. Here is what Mr. Willis-Bund, chairman 
of the most important district, has to say on this question ; it is not 
pleasant reading :— 

“Your Committee cannot conclude this report without expressing their 
regret at the change in the relations between the Board and the Inspector of 
Fisheries. Former Inspectors always refused to allow anything affecting this 
district to be done to which either the Board was nota party, or of which it was 
not fully cognisant. The Board’s officials were consulted before any step was 
taken, and were always given an opportunity of stating their views. ‘The duties 
of a Conservator in a district like the Severn are at all times onerous, and the 
difficulties and discouragements considerable. Those difficulties and discourage- 
ments are largely increased by action on the part of Government officials, which 
renders co-operation between them and the Board almost impossible.” 


We are glad to see from the report that the spawning season 1883-4. 
was a favourable one, both as to quantity of fish and also as to the 


weather. A larger number than usual of spring fish were taken 
with rod and line, An unusual number of samlets were seen last 
autumn, Several salmon over 40lb. in weight were taken. Salmon 


disease, not of a severe form, appeared for a short time in the spring, 
but entirely disappeared after May. The number of salmon captured 
is estimated at twenty thousand, a number which has only been ex- 
ceeded three times during the eighteen years of the Board’s existence. 
The trout season was, aS on most rivers last year, a bad one. In 
concluding his interesting report, Mr. Willis-Bund says :— 

“In a district so large as that of the Severn there is room for an army of 
workers ; and if the members will only cordially co-operate in enforcing the 
law, and in observing and recording all matters relating to fish and the fisheries, 
it is impossible to overate the results that will follow.” 

POLLUTION OF THE SEVERN, 


We regret to see that none of the towns on the Severn except 
Newtown have taken any steps to divert their sewage from the river, 
and the Rivers Pollution Act, 1876, still remains a dead letter, 
Great complaints have been made to the Board as to the Shrewsbury 
sewage. Worcester proposes to turn an increased quantity of sewage 
into the river. Gloucester has made a change, inasmuch asit intends 
to turn its sewage in below a weir instead of above it as at present. 
In no year have the Board had so many complaints of pollution from 
manufactories. 





ANGLING RIGHTS ON THE TRENT AND OTHER 
NAVIGABLE RIVERS. 


IMPORTANT MEETING AT NOTTINGHAM. 

ON Tuesday a meeting called by the Nottingham and Notts Angling 
Preservation Association was held in the Mechanics’ Large Hall, 
when there was a large attendance of followers of the “gentle art ” 
and other persons, “to take into consideration the best means of 
starting a movement to regain the ancient angling and other rights of 
the public to the Trent and other navigable rivers of the kingdom.” 
The Mayor presided, and there were also present the Town Clerk 
(Mr. Sam. Geo. Johnson), Mr. Jesse Collings, M.P. for Ipswich; 
Alderman Renals, Alderman Cropper, and eleven town councillors, 
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Mr. F. Wilkinson (secretary to the Nottingham Anglers’ Association), 
Mr. J. Lark (secretary of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Association), Mr. 
P. Geen (president of the London Anglers’ Association), Mr. T. Cole 
(president of the Birmingham Anglers’ Association), Mr. White, of 
Birmingham, Mr. T. Walker (secretary of the Sheffield Anglers’ 
Association), Mr. F, Ludwig and Mr. HB. Digby (president and vice- 
president respectively of the Nottingham Anglers’ Association), and 
others. 

On the motion of the Town Clerk, seconded by Councillor Cockayne, the 
Mayor was voted to the chair. 

The Mayor, who was warmly received, spoke at the outset of his own pisca- 
torial experiences, and then went on to say they were there that night in order 
to ventilate the matter of their fishing rights in the river Trent. They thought 
they had aright to fish anywhere in the Trent during certain seasons, with .the 
qualification that they should keep on the hauling path side, and so far as the 
town estates were concerned, where there was no hauling path, they had liberty 
to go a great deal further. (Hear, hear.) The Mayor expressed the pleasure it 
gave him to see so many present, and hoped the meeting would be attended with 
good results. The Mayor then called upon Mr. James Lark, secretary of the 
Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, to move the first resolution. 

Mr. Lark assured the Nottingham anglers of the willing co-operation of the 
Norfolk Angling Associations, and moved “That this meeting do petition 
Parliament to take such steps as may be necessary to protect public rights 
against private encroachments, and to devise some means of dealing with the 
rights which have been illegally appropriated in the past, with a view to their 
restoration.” (Applause.) 

Mr. Jesse Collings, M.P., seconded the resolution, and, in doing so, gave a well- 
prepared and eloquent speech, which took something over an hour in its delivery ; 
but as it could in no sense be considered other than a political speech, of such 
extremely radical views as to be most unlikely to serve the anglers’ interests, we 
refrain from giving it further notice, beyond saying that there were a large 
number at the meeting who felt that Mr. Collings had taken an unfair advantage 
of them, and that their cause had thereby been considerably injured. 

Councillor Hugh Browne proposed “That the public of the town of Notting- 
ham have had in time past, and until recent years, an undisputed right to fish in 
the river Trent, and that it is necessary a measure should be brought into 
Parliament to declare what are the rights of the public in this respect, and for 
providing for their retention, free from encroachment.” (Applause.) When 
they had footpaths handed over to be stopped up by county magistrates who 
were landowners, what could they expect? When they had rights of fishing 
handed over to some magistrates, who were riparian landowners, what justice 
could they expect ? Mr. Collings would find in Nottingham a strong feeling, 
which had been growing from year to year, that they wanted something more 
than law : they wanted better administration of the law. (Hear, hear.) Speaking 
as a lawyer who had attended the Nottingham Assize Courts, and seen the folly 
and the injustice which were there so constantly executed on the bench, he 
advised them to clip the wings of the lawyers. (Laughter, and hear, hear.) That 
the rivers were open to all people for fishing, and for navigation, and for walking 
along the banks of the stream, was in accordance with the old Roman law, and 
also with the old Englishlaw. The old English law was in its essence the same 
as the old Roman law, and Magna Charta laid it down in the same way. In 
order to establish a private right of fishing, it must be shown that the right was 
older than Magna Charta. He hoped they would also go to the House of 
Commons, because he was sure their rights would never be secure until they 
had the benefit, not only of the civil law, put of the criminal law, and it should 
be made as criminal for the rich man to rob the poor, as for the poor man to 
rob the rich. The men who stole the public right, the public fishing, or deprived 
the public of their common, or their path, must go to gaol. (Applause.) 

Councillor Andrew Young, chairman of the Public Rights Committee of the 
Corporation, in seconding the resolution, said his committee were desirous of 
doing that which was right on behalf of the people who sent them to the 
council chamber ; but they felt they should not like to spend the money of 
the town in prosecuting this fishing rights question, rights which undoubtedly 
belonged to the ratepayers, without the consent of the ratepayers—(hear, hear) 
—and even if an agitation were got up in the town, and throughout ihe whole 
country, he did not think it right that Nottingham should be at the whole 
expense of fighting the question. 

Mr. Philip Geen, on being called on by the Chairman, said that he had attended 
there that evening at the request of the Anglers’ Association of London, to show 
their sympathy with the efforts which the Nottingham anglers were making to 
retain their fishing right on theriver, Trent. He came without any intention of 
doing more than being a silent listener, anda reporter to his association of what 
was determined on ; but he found it difficult to be still when the subject being 
discussed was one which had worried the minds and vexed the souls of,sofmany 
of those he represented. He had considerable experiences, not always of an 
agreeable nature, of riparian claims versus public rights, and some experience of 
justices’ justice by which riparian claims are upheld, and he was forced to the 
conclusion that the problem, which it is now intended to attempt to deal with, 
was one of a most complicated and difficult nature, and one which required 
approaching with considerable care. No matter how influential and confident a 
society may be, their only possible chance of, even partial, success depended on 
their determination to look at the question from some other besides a purely 
angler’sstandpoint. There arefacts of a startling and disagreeable nature which 
will not fail to impress themselves upon us if we only have the courage to look 
for them from the riparian owner's side, and unless we have the courage at the 
outset to consider and weigh these facts, the conclusion we may arrive at will be 
worse than worthless, as it may, and more probably will, lead us into difficulties, 
delays, and ultimate discomfiture. There are those who do not hesitate to say 
that the rights of fishing in the navigable rivers, be they tidal or not, belong to 
the public and that they have been stolen away by lords of manors and riparian 
owners, and that the day has come when these rights must be given back to 
their rightful owners, and to insure this the law must be set in motion for the 
purpose, and success will be ours. I wish all those who hold this faith along 
life, that one of them may live to see the day when free fishing in our navigable 
rivers may be so obtained. There are others who, like Mr. Collings, advocate an 
appeal to Parliament to give us an Act which should amount to a general verdict 
on our behalf. Iknow this is the age when some men are anticipating wonder- 
ful results, so far as rights of property are concerned, by Act of Parliament ; 
but I do hope that there are few in this room that are so unreasenable as to 
suppose that any responsible statesman would risk his reputation by supporting 
a Bill which would, on its face, be a Bill for the benefit of one class at the 
expense of another. (Hear, hear.) Legal proceedings may be necessary, and 
an Act of Prrliament may be necessary ; but we must not look solely 
to the one or the other, or to both, for the realisation of our wishes. 
Those who have private rights of fishing, and there are hundreds of such 
rights, have as just a claim-for compensation as either of us would were our 





house taken from us ; but those who have set up unjust claims to what was and 
should be a public property must have notice to quit and yield up. 
I know of no better lines on which this matter could be worked than those 
by which Epping Forest and Burnham Beeches were enfranchised for the use 
of the public ; and, were it possible (and I do not think it impossible) to induce 
the corporations of the towns and cities on the banks of our nayigable rivers to 
undertake the splendid work of freeing the rivers, we should then have the 
necessary assurance that the work would be done, and that the toiling thousands 
of our overcrowded cities, who can afford no other outdoor sport or pleasure 
than that of free angling, would be blessed with the means of innocent and 
health-giving sport. In conclusion, he desires to assure the anglers of Notting- 
ham of the sympathy and support of the anglers of London. (Cheers.) 

Mr. F. Wilkinson, secretary to the Nottingham Anglers’ Association, followed, 
tracing the movement which had culminated in that movement to its origin, and 
speaking of the constant attention which had been given by members of both 
parties in the Council to the representations of the Nottingham anglers. 

The resolution was put and carried nem. con. 

On the motion of Mr. Digby, seconded by Mr. Ludwig, and supported by Mr, 
Clarkstone, a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the Mayor for presiding, 
and the proceedings terminated. 

We understand that notice was given of a committee meeting for the next 
day, to which both Mr. Geen and Mr. Lark were invited, and that they remained 
in Nottingham for the purpose of being present. 





WINTER DINNER OF THE RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY 


Tuk winter dinner of this flourishing society took place at the Station Hotel, 
Richmond, on Wednesday evening last, Mr. A. J. Litile in the chair, There 
was a strong muster of members and visitors, and the whole affair was a great 
success. Among those present were Sir J. Whittaker Ellis (Lord Mayor of 
London in 1883), the Mayor of Kingston, Major G. H. Bull, Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, Dr. Sellé, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, Mr. R. B. Marston, 
W. H. Brougham, Mr. J. Blamey, Mr. A. Nuthall, Mr. H. Dickinson 
(vice-chairman), Mr. H. B. Terrill (vice-chairman),.Mr. G. V. Powell, 
Mr. A. King, Mr. Hester, Mr. Gaunt, and about 60 other members or 
visitors. Mr. Munro, as usual, provided an excellent seven-course dinner. The 
loyal toasts having been disposed of in the loyal and hearty manner 
usual among anglers, the chairman gave the toast of “The President 
and Vice-presidents,” to which Sir J. W. Ellis replied, saying that he quite 
agreed with the chairman’s remark that the ‘Thames should be 
a national river—(hear, hear). His earliest recollections were connected 
with Richmond, which he should like to see made into a municipal borough, 
and would be glad to aid any movement with that object in view. (Applause.) He 
said he was convinced London would never have existed but for the Thames, and 


that three-fourths of the prosperity of England was due to the Thames. The Thames 


had stood on its own bottom in the past, and it should do so in the present. (Cheers 
and laughter.) Parliamentary action was necessary, and he would be happy to 
support it, if he was returned in the redistributed Parliament which was looming in 
the distance. He would willingly subscribe to any properly-conducted movement 
for freeing the Thames. (Hear, hear.) He would give them a word of advice : If 
they employed professional men, they should keep them as servants, and not allow 
the lawyers to get everything into their own hands, as they so often did. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Major Bull, as one of the Vice-Presidents, also replied. He referred to the water 
famine which had existed last summer in many parts of England. They had been 
afraid the Thames was going to leave them nothing but his mudbanks. He had 
noticed the state of the river ; in fact, no one with a nose could go near it without 
noticing it. (Laughter.) He regretted to see that the bed of the river was being 
given away to riparian owners—(shame !)—in several cases, close to Richmond. 

Mr. H. B. Terrill proposed the toast of the ‘Thames Angling Preservation 
Society,” and briefly sketched out the grand work it was doing. 

Mr. Thomas Spreckley, who has been recently elected vice-president of the Rich- 
mond Society, replied. He said that, as president of the T. A. P. 8., he was always 
delighted to be present among them ; he knew they did all they could to support 
him, and he knew they knew he would always do anything in his power for them. 
(Hear, hear.) Great good had been done last year by the attempts to preserve the 
fish spawn in the Thames, and this year they intended to extend this protection all 
along the river, and keep off the ducks and swans. (Hear, hear.) He did not think 
there was any netting going on—in fact, he was sure there was not ; it did not pay ; 
the river was too well watched, and punishment on detection was too certain to 
make it worth the while of men to poach. (Hear, hear.) Referring to the chair- 
man’s remarks about the want of a new lock, he could tell them how to get it. 
(Laughter.) Forma Committee ; go to the Conservancy, and stick to them—give 
them no peace. People did not mind being bothered a few months ; but they should 
stick at it for years, if necessary. (Hear, hear.) The new Thames by-laws had 
taken over three years to hatch out, and they couldn’t expect to hatch a bran new 
lock, costing thousands of pounds, in less time. He was quite certain, from his very 
long and intimate connection with the Thames Conservancy Board, that, as a whole, 
no body of men were more anxious to do good for the public generally—it must be 
remembered they had an enormous variety of interests to consider, and had a most 
difficult task to perform. In concluding his remarks, Mr. Spreckley said that anglers 
might rest content that the T.A.P.S. would leave undone nothing they could do to 
improve and preserve the fishery of the Thames. 

Mr. Grimsdick, who has a capital voice, sang ““Come Live with Me, and be My 
Love,” the song which the milkmaid sang to Izaak Walton ; Mr. G.’s rendering of the 
charming old song was thoroughly appreciated. 


The health of the Mayor of Kingston haying been proposed, and suitably responded ; 


to by the mayor, Mr. Nuthall, the chairman gave the toast of the Richmond Pisca- 
torial Society, pointing out that it consisted of 120 gentlemen, fond of fishing, and 
who did all they could to further the legitimate interests of the sport. They did not 
countenance the gross weight system; it was gross in name and gross in nature 
(hear, hear). They supported the T.A.P.S., both with money and by giving their 
services as honorary river keepers. He hoped that they would be able to continue 
the movement initiated by their worthy vice-chairman, Mr. Dickinson, of putting 
well-grown specimens of trout into the Thames. 

Mr, Dickinson proposed the health of their Chairman ; he was also the Chairman 
of their Society, and they could not well havea better (applause); he was also a 
good angler anda genial member of the Society. Mr. Little’s health was drunk with 


musical honours, and with such genuine enthusiasm as must have been very pleasing — 


tohim. Mr. Little having replied, Dr. Sellé and Mr. Abbot favoured the company 
with a very effective combination of violin and piano, the latter, a fine Erard, being 
kindly lent by Mr. Abbot. 

Mr. Taman gave the toast of their vice-chairmen, Messrs. Terrill and Dickinson. 
The latter gentleman said he happened to see Mr. Andrew’s advertisement of trout 
for sale in the FISHING GAZETTE, andit occurred to him it would bea good idea to get 
some for their portion of the river. He hoped to put more in, for the money had been 
willingly subscribed. Mr. Terrill also replied. Mr. Blamey proposed “ The Officers 
and the Committee’ ina few well-chosen words. Other songs followed, including a 
capital one by Mr. Powell. 

Dr. Sellé then gave the “ Press,” and called upon Mr. King, editor and 
proprietor of the Richmond Times, and Mr. R. B, Marston, editor of the 
FisHine GazettE. Mr. King said that, although he was not an angler, 
he found angling literature delightful and refreshing reading. He 
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thought something might be done to help the bank anglers. He had frequently 
noticed that boating parties rowed right over the places where bank anglers were 
fishing, although they had the whole river to go on ; they seemed to do it purposely, 
and he thought it was a most unfair proceeding. (Hear, hear.) He was proud to be 
a member of their society, and they could rely on his doing all in his power to aid 
them. As regarded the state of the river, he agreed with Mr. Spreckley that the 
only thing to do was to keep pegging away. 

Mr. Marston referred to the good work which was done by representatives of the 
press with our army in Egypt, and to the deaths of Cameron of the Standard, who 
was an enthusiastic angler; and Burleigh, of the Morning Post. He thought no 
company of Englishmen, which met together at this time, could separate without 
reference to the glorious deeds of our little army. (Hear, hear.) We were fast losing 
men it would be impossible to replace. Burnaby was dead ; there was too much reason 
to fear that Gordon, the Bayard of the nineteenth century, was also dead—in 
fact, many more such victories would be as bad as a defeat. We were told by foreign 
critics that England was on her last legs. He didnot believe it : England had been 
great in the past, she was great in the present, and would be still greater in the 
future. Our soldiers in Egypt were drawn from all ranks and classes in the country, 
and he firmly believed they were only a fair sample of the nation as a whole. (Hear, 
hear.) We must foster and preserve our Empire, and knit its various and wide- 
spread parts into one firm whole. In conclusion, he congratulated the society on the 
important position it had obtained for itself in so short a time. 

After further songs from musical members, an extremely pleasant evening came 
to a close at a late hour. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





SPIN vy. WOBBLE.—‘ THE MERMAID.” 


Srr,—tThe first sentence in “ Light Cast’s” letter of the 24th January refers to my 
“invention for spinning a bait from the head,’ and, in the absence of any indication 
to the contrary, I concluded, of course, that it referred to my last preceding article 
of the 17th January, containing what emphatically was an invention for spinning a 
bait from the head, and not to an article of an older date in which the whole point 
of the invention described was that the head and upper part of the bait’s body were 
cut off—in other words, that it was expressly without a head. 

Your correspondent will, therefore, see that he has no one but himself to blame 
for the mistake that occurred. 

However, the matter is now explained ;and whilst “ Light Cast” will doubtless 
regret his misdirected indignation, he will, perhaps, allow me to appropriate with 
pleasure the complimentary expressions in his letter, and will reinvest me with the 
chivalric character which Iam glad to find I formerly occupied in his estimation.— 
Tam, Xc., H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 


TWELVE POPULAR SALMON FLIES. 


S1r,—In reply to your letter, I consider the following is the “most popular” list” 


of twelve salmon flies for England, Ireland, and Scotland, and I will illustrate and 
describe themin the GAZETTE with pleasure after the few Usk patterns which I 
commenced last week. 

As a “set,” the Irish selection is the best, because it provides the best change. 

I almost regret I cannot include the silver doctor or the Gordon in the 
limited number you mention. They are as “ popular” inafew districts as the lion 
—a silver-bodied fly—and the Durham ranger. : 

I also think the captain would run well for a place anywhere, and, perhaps, 
instead of the dirty orange for English and Welsh rivers, I should mention my own 
standard fiy, the glowworm. 

For Scotland—Jock Scott, the Durham ranger, the lion, Childers. 

England and Wales—The Popham, the black jay, the butcher, the dirty orange. 

Treland—Fiery brown, the lemon grey, the claret jay, and thunder and lightning. 

Gro. M. KELson. 


A DROPSICAL ROACH. 

S1r,—While fishing at Bourne End, on the 8th, I succeeded in getting a roach, 
which, upon inspection, had all the appearances of being very heavy in spawn. 
Knowing that such a thing was highly improble at this time of the year for the 
Thames, I was, of course, somewhat curious as to the cause of the phenomena, and, 
after weighing the fish, opened it, and was supprised to find that the distended 
appearance was caused by water, which spurted out over the table as soon as the 
knife entered the skin. Before being opened, the fish weighed 17}0z., and after- 
wards 1140z., thus showing that it contained 60z. of water. Not having seen any- 
thing of the kind before, I should like to know if you or any of your numerous 
readers could account for it. I might add that the fish was very much damaged, 
having two great holes in one side, showing that its injuries must have been of a 
terrible nature ; in fact, it is a matter of surprise to me that it was living. 

We intend holding a complimentary return visit on Tuesday, Feb. 17, when the 
attendance of brother anglers will greatly oblige.—I am, Xc., 

W. STEVENS, Sec. St. John’s Angling Society. 


FISHING NEAR EDINBURGH. 


§1r,—Would any of your correspondents oblige by informing me as to the fishing 
places within easy reach of Edinburgh. I shall be in that town from March Ist 
untilthe end of July, and wish to have one day’s trout fishing in each week.— 
Tam, &e., GREENHEART, 

Blackburn. 

{‘“* Greenheart” will not get any good fishing very near Edinburgh. There are far 
too many keen anglers in ‘“ Auld Reekie.” We advise him to consult Mr. D. Wells, 
fly-maker, 11, Leith-street, Edinburgh. Mr. Wells publishes a short list of places, 
and could put “ Greenheart”’ up to the best tips. Personally we advise him to have 
as many days as he can on Loch Leven, but to secure a boat he must write long 
beforehand to Mr. Hall, sec. of the Loch Leven Angling Association. On a 
favourable day Lochs Vennacher and Lubnaig should repay him, also the Teith. 
Then the Whitadder is not a long run from Edinburgh, but it would require two 
days to do it the scantest justice. The “Angler’s Diary” and “ Watson Lyall’s 
Sportsman’s Guide” will be of great assistance to “ Greenheart.”—ED, | 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Sr1r,—Everything has been against the angler this week—wet and stormy 
weather, and the Trent bank full. Several friends of mine have been out, but the 
river was too big for them. ‘The only bit of sport I have heard of is a good basket 
of bream from below Friskerton by Mr. Bailey, some of them scaling 5l]b. 
The salmon fishermen are all disappointed, and will have to wait some time yet, as 
it is sure to be some days before the water gets down again and low enough for that 
kind of fishing. 

Quantities of dead salmon have been found in the Shardlow Water. Mr. Moll, 
taking a walk on the river side on the 8th inst., saw five in one field. The netting 
fraternity have been busy again, as quantities of bream have been exposed for sale 
during the week in several parts of the town.—I am. Kc., a) 

Feb, 9th. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
_ $Srr,—There is an article in your last issue, giving particulars of the above, that 
appears to me to afford some very usefulinformation. Anglers have frequently very 
considerable difficulty in finding out what fishing is to be had -yithin reasonable 
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distance of them, and I think that if it was possible to publish from time to time 
some such short descripton as that given by “Single Hair,” of angling to be obtained in 
various localities, it would prove very acceptable, Personally, I should be pleased 
to add my quota of information to the general stock.—I am, &e., Bie APO 
Redland, Bristol, Feb. 10. 


[A capital suggestion, which we will endeavour to carry out,—ED.] 


TOO “EARLY TROUT FISHING.” 


S1r,—I am glad to see that my remarks upon the pollution of the Wharfe at Otley 
have been copied from the GAZETTE into several local papers (acknowledging the 
source whence the extract was derived), and trust that immediate action in the matter 
will result from it. 

LT entirely agree with your Pickering correspondent’s remarks in to-day’s “ F.G.” 
anentearly trout fishing. Although I only killed two grayling to-day, I caught at least 
20 trout, which looked in “fair condition,” but which I, of course, returned to the 
river. One unfortunate individual, however, swallowed the hook (I was swimming 
maggot) and had to be dissected. In half an hour he was as black as coal, although 
quite yellow like the others, when I caught him. No words are strong enough in 
which to denounce the pot hunter who kills the goose that lays the goldeneggs ; the 
grayling especially should receive every care, for Iam sure they are scarce enough 


as it is—I am, &c., FRANCIS WALBRAN. 
Poole, Wharfedale, Feb. 7th. 


THE TEME. 

Srr,—Regarding the remarks of “ Veritas” in GAZETTE of Jan. 3l1st., I beg to say 
my reports are strictly correct, being obtained from most reliable and trustworthy 
sources. For your information and others, allow me to state that grayling are 
found seven or eight miles up the Letwyche in Sir Chas. R. Boughton’s waters, 
though they are not so plentiful, of course, as at the other end, in the waters of 
Lord Northwick. Grayling are found a mile up the Kyre in Mr. Wheeler’s and 
Mr. Godson’s waters, for three-quarters of a mile up the Rea in Mr. Godson’s waters. 
There is only one field by the Kyre which the Fishing Association use. The 
association waters extend three miles from the town, and by one of its rules, ‘ No 
grayling or trout to be killed at any time of the year less than 7in. in length.” 
When fishing around hereis preserved permission is easily obtained. I never heard 
of anyone being refused yet. The above streams are not small, but run for miles 
before joining the Teme. I inclose note from one of the best judges in Tenbury, 
being connected with the waters, which please insert. (I give you his address 
also). I may mention that tickets are obtainable for fishing here at low rates 
(£1 per year, or they can be had for one or two days). I beg to state that the 
average weight of grayling hereabout runs from 3lb. to #lb., but fish over 1]b. are 
frequently caught. Scarcely any account of fishing in the above “small” streams 
has been furnished to GAZETTE for weeks, There are plenty of fish in Teme and 
all the tributaries.—I am, &c., WORCESTER. 


Sir,—I have read in yours and other papers the reports of the fishing in the 
Tenbury district, and have found them invariably correct. 

Fishermen and visitors repeatedly express their satisfaction at the sport here, 
and there are no complaints from them.—I am, Xc., 

Tenbury, Feb. 6th. 


S1r,—The “ glowing accounts” alluded to by “ Veritas,” and which cause him to 
smile, are nevertheless strictly true. The catches are realities, and not the exploits 
of “ phantom fishermen.” Grayling exceeding 2lb. are not common about here, but 
a grayling weighing 1lb. up to 2lb is common enough. Up the Corve splendid 
grayling are landed, 13lb. each, and if “ Veritas” had seen the marble slab at Mr. 
Lowe’s, fishmonger, Broad, between ‘“‘ Christmas and January” last, he would have 
seen exhibited splendid grayline, weighing 131b. each at the least, caught in the 
Corve the day after Bank Holiday, Saturday, 27th Dec., by Mr. J. P. (name for- 
warded), a veteran sportsman, of Corve-street (see FISHING GAZETTE, No. 402). 
There is not a better district for trout and grayling than hereabouts. A grayling, 
16in. long, and weighing about a pound, may be cunsidered a fair-sized fish of the 
species. Bowker, in his “ Art ot Angling,” page 39, says: “The largest grayling 
caught in England was taken at Ludlow ; it measured about half a yard in length, 
and weighed 441b.” The Ludlow district alluded to is from Barrett's Mill to above 
Leintwardine club waters, a length of about 14 miles, in addition to the Corve, Ony, 
Clun, and Letwyche, all grayling and trout streams ; the latter stream was reported 
for months as “nothing done.” JI never wrote that “2? brace of grayling” was 
caught at Ashford ; it was 2}; the name of the gentleman I can give who caught the 
five fish if I choose. My reports are exceedingly limited of the actual number landed 
hereabouts. Please insert letter, from a well-known correspondent, which is sent to 
you.—I am, Xe., T, LUDLOW. 


Sir,—Grayling are frequently taken in this district from Ilb. to 21b. weight. 

JT am a subscriber to the FISHING GAZETTE, and find the reports correct from the 
“Teme” in this district.—I am, &c., Tos. B. Hopass, Artificial Fly-maker. 

13, Raven-street, Ludlow, Feb. 7. 





ARE SALMON INJURIOUS TO TROUT RIVERS? 
Sir,—Which is to be preferred, a good trout river, or ariver in which salmon are 
occasionally plentiful, but which state of things is the exception and not the rule? 
My impression is that the former is to be preferred, at any rate in the case to which 
I will refer, and with the view which may be right or may be wrong, “ that salmon 
spoil trout rivers. A widely-prevailing impression is that trout become scarce in 
streams frequented by salmon. 

The rivers of this district were, previously to that disastrously wet season of 1879 
(and are still), good trout streams, the best of the season being from February to the 
middle of June, after which trout fly-fishing by day is almost useless, owing to the 
generally low state and brightness of the water (evening and night fishing is very 
good). This being the case, it may well be thought that salmon is even more useless, 
and the time during which the favourite art cannot be practised ina dry season may 
last from the commencement of June to the middle of September, and even in an 
average season the days of fishing may be very few owing to the dry state of the 
land, which soaks up rain almost as fast as it falls for the first twelve hours, and, 
therefore, has little effect towards rising the rivers, and these, when raised, fall 
almost as quickly. It was owing to heavy and incessant rain in 1879 that salmon 
came up in large numbers and afforded excellent sport for several months, one rod 
taking as many as 90 during the season. Since that time we have had other wet 
summers, but in a less degree, and salmon have come up according as opportunities 
have offered, but to the disappointment of many ardent sportsmen who were 
sanguine enough to think that 79’s were to be the rule. Salmon have not put in 
an appearance in some years until late in October, and, of course, are at that time 
almost worthless—at any rate, in anything but good season, 1884 was more 
disappointing than any other year, one rod only taking two fish, I understand 
better sport was in one or two cases obtained some miles lower down the river, and 
so nearer the sea. Under these circumstances, I believe the best policy would be to 
discourage salmon, or to give them no facilities for mounting the weirs. Rivers 
with the certainty of trout, which afford fine sport and enjoyable pastime to so 
many, are, in my opinion, much to be preferred to those with a chance of 
an occasional salmon, and the envious competition for water, which is entailed to the 
exclusion of all but a few favoured ones, who, after paying high rents and having 
little sport, are evidently dissatisfied. My conclusion is, of course, based on the 
assumption that salmon are distinctly injurious to trout fishing ; failing that (on 
which point, perhaps, some one will kindly enlighten your readers), I would say 
Encourage salmon by all and every available means.—I am, &c., * 
Dulverton Station, Feb, 4th, OAS, W, NELDER. 


76 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
ranean ee reer re ee nee e ear r eee eee ee eee 


(Fes, 14, 1885. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY.—ANNUAL VISIT. ; 

On Thursday week several members of this club took part in a friendly fishing 
competition in the river Thames at Twickenham. Starting by the 7.55 a.m. train 
from Acton station on the North-London Railway, they arrived at Twickenham just 
before nine o'clock, and found ““Old Father Thames” in anything but a fishing con- 
dition, the recent heavy rains having made the water as thick as the veritable pea- 
soup. The competitors were not at all sanguine about catching fish, but soon after 
nine they commenced, two competitors fishing in each punt. It was apparent 
throughout the day that they were not catching many, from the number of times 
the punts shifted about. At four o’clock all ceased fishing, as that was the time 
agreed upon, and having adjourned to the Two Sawyers, it was soon seen that 
only four of the competitors had caught any at all. They then made their home- 
ward journey, as the dinner was to take place at their clubhouse, the George and 
Dragon, Acton, at 6.30. Upon their arrival, those who had been successful in taking 
fish weighed them in, with the following result :—Mr. W. Eydmann, 18 dace, 
weighing 21b. 80z.; Mr. Hall, 14 dace, 1lb. 1340z.; Mr. Pike, 9 roach and dace, 
Ib. 530z.; Mr, W. Howell, 8 dace, 1430z. This completed, the competitors and their 
friends sat down to an excellent dinner, provided by host J. Brooks, to which all did 
justice. The cloth having been cleared, the chair was taken by Mr. W. Eydmann, 
who, having given the usual loyal toasts, said the next he had the pleasure of pro- 
posing was that of the “ Army, Navy, and Volunteers,” and he referred in glowing 
terms to the heroic deeds of Gordon and our soldiers in the Hast, his remarks 
calling forth rounds of applause for our brave fellows. The Chairman 
said the next toast he had to propose was one that was always well received by 
anglers—that was the “‘Thames Angling Preservation Society.” He begged to 
couple with that toast the name of Mr. Hobden, of the Hammersmith United, who 
was a very active member of that society. While on the question of the T. A. P.S., 
he could only say that he read with regret in the FISHING GAZETTE the letter of 
Mr. T. Spreckly, refusing to accept any testimonial from anglers for whatever ser- 
vices he had rendered as president of the T. A. P. Society, because he (the chairman) 
thought the time had arrived when anglers wished to show their marked apprecia- 
tion of the valuable services rendered by Mr. T. Spreckley. He (the chairman) had 
fished in the River Thames for upwards of 25 years, and although he had not been 
very successful this season in catching a large quantity, still he was of opinion that 
the river had not been so full of fish for many years as it was now. The enormous 
takes that had been reported in the tidal waters was marvellous, and this he was of 
opinior was due to the energy of Mr. Spreckleyand the T. A. P.S. Mr. Hobden thanked 
the chairman for coupling his name with the last toast, and remarked that whatever 
little he had done to assist the T. A. P.S. he had done with pleasure. He was of 
the same opinion as the chairman, that there was plenty of fish in the Thames,which, 
he thought, was in a great measure due to the work of the T. A. P.S. The Rich- 
mond Piscatorial Society had also done some good work in stocking the river with 
trout. Mr, Evans, chairman of the Westbourne Park Angling Club, said he could 
bear testimony to what the chairman had said with regard to the improvement of 
fishing in the Thames. On the 31st of last December he was fishing at Teddington, 
and, although there had been a sharp white frost that morning, he caught a good 
quantity of barbel, most of which he returned to the river. They were all caught 
with a piece of lampern, and he believed there had not been so many fish caught 
for years on the tidal water, particularly barbel, as there had been this year. He 
also considered this was mainly dueto the T.A.P. Society. The chairman said if any 
of their visiting friends would like to address a few words upon angling in 
general they would only be too pleased to hear them. Mr. Chick, of the “ Queen’s” 
(Bayswater) Society, said, for the information of all present, he was pleased to tell 
them that there were some good roach to be taken now in the Canal, near the “ Half- 
way House,” Harefield. He had been having some good takes himself. The Chair- 
man said he thought they were all much indebted to Mr. Chick for the information, 
as it was seldom one angler told another where there was good fishing. 
After Mr. Whitewell, of the “Duke of Norfolk” Club, Mr. Jennings, of the 
“Bostonian” Club, the vice-chairman (Mr. West), and other gentlemen had spoken, 
Mr. Jennings, the district visitor, having read over the roll call, to which all the 
clubs represented at that meeting responded, the meeting closed. The members of 
the Acton Piscatorial Society are to be congratulated upon the success of this meet- 
ing, It is a society that deserves better support from the anglers of Acton, of whom 
there are a great many. It has now heen established nearly five years, and is 
managed by a few enthusiastic knights of the rod, who are deserving of more 
encouragement than they have hitherto secured. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Feb, 16th, 
at 9 o’clock,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION (WESTERN DISTRICT). 

The first visit in the above district was held at the Acton Piscatorial on the 5th 
and was a great success, ten clubs answering the roll. The next visit will go to the 
Bostonians on Monday, Feb. 23, at clubhouse, Dalby Tavern, Dalby-street, Prince of, 
Wales-road, N.W., next to Kentish Town Station, North London Railway, when I 
hope to see many old faces—J, JENNINGS, Visiting Officer. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

February 8th, Mr. Arnold, roach and dace, 8lb. 2oz.; Mr. Tay, roach, 1lb. lloz. 
Members are requested to note that quarterly night is on February 18th, and general 
meeting night on February 25th. A smoking concert will be held in the club-room 
on Monday, March 2nd, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.—J. WORLEDGE, 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The concert on behalf of a distressed member took place at the club house on 
Monday last and was a great success. Mr, Webb and Mr. J Dodds kindly obliged 
at the piano, and Messrs, Johnson, Wellman (Clapham Junction), Newton, Hedney, 
Brocken, Renton, Grant, Webb, and a host of other gentlemen assisted. The 
annual spper and distribution of prizes will take place on Tuesday, April 21st, at 
the club house, Mr, Edwards, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, Battersea, tickets, 2s. 6d. 
each. ‘The takes on the 8th inst. were very poor, Mr. Newton being best man with 
a nice show of roach and dace from the Thames. Attendance of members requested 
se Tuesday to fix contest for three prizes, presented by Mr. H. Martin, the presi- 
lent, 





BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very little to report as regards fish, the disturbed state of Old Father Thames 
preventing our members from meeting on his banks in full force, On January 21st, 
Mr, Sparrow weighed ip some roach ; on February Ist, Mr. Dutton hada very pretty 
Show of roach from the Thames, all taken with tail-end of lob ; and Mr. E. Saunders 
avery handsome bream going 341b, from river Mole on February 8th. A very 
pleasant duty devolved on our chairman, Mr. BE. Saunders on the 21st ultimo, in pre- 
_Senting our late secretary, Mr. Dutton, with a very handsome centre-piece of Dresden 
china, subscribed for by our members on his retiring from office, in recognition of 
“his long and valued services given to the above society. Ata general meeting held 
on February 4th, it was decided to fish our last match of the season at Bourne End. 
Members that were not present are requested to meet at Paddington Station on the 
morning of the 15th at 8.15. Our last meeting (February 11th) was called to decide 
who should fill our retiring secretary's post. Messrs. Roach and Moody being 
nominated, Mr. Roach being unable through pressure of business to accept, Mr. 
Moody was unanimously elected. It was then proposed by Mr, C, Brown, seconded 
by: Mr.“Roach, that a piano fund be started, to enable the society to have their own 
instrument, The proposition met with general approval, Our chairman, acting as 








treasurer, being wonderfully busy booking names, at last recorded 23s. subscribed 
being a very good start. After our business was concluded, we wound up witha 
little harmony, Messrs. E, Saunders, Ray, and Stonebridge contributing, accom- 
panied very ably by Messrs. Cobb and Moncton with their violin :and banjo, all 
spending a very pleasant evening.—C. J. B. . 


BRADFORD WALTONIANS. ' ; 

The annual meeting of the members of the Bradford Waltonian Angling Club was 
held on Tuesday evening at Leuchters’ Restaurant, Bradford, From the official 
statements it appeared that the clubis in a prosperous condition, and that the club’s 
water yielded fair sport during the past season, Since the formation of the club, 
four years ago, above £100 has been expended in efforts to improve the fishing. At 
present there are about 20,000 trout eggs, including 16,000 eggs of the famed Loch 
Leven trout, in the club’s breeding boxes ; and most satisfactory results are antici- 
pated from this season’s hatching operations, : 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY, ideo 
The following members weighed in on Feb. 1st :—Mr. Chambers, roach and dace 
from Penton Hook, and Messrs. McDonnell and Castell, roach and gudgeon from the 
Stort. On the 8th, Mr. McDonnell, dace from the Thames, 1lb, 40z., and Mr, Castell, 
5lb. of roach, perch, and dace.—Oas, > Save 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY.  E- 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held at the Swan Hotel on Monday last, Mr. H. 
J. Tibbatts in the chair. The minutes of the preceding meetings were read and 
approved. Mr. H. Short had 33lb. chub from the Lea. A new member was elected. 
The question of appointing delegates was considered, when it was resolved that two 
members should be nominated to represent the society at the Anglers’ Association. 
Mr. H. J. Tibbatts was unanimously elected as one delegate, the nomination of 
another being postponed. The secretary proposed, and it was carried nem. con., that 
one guinea be handed over to Mr. Ghurney for the Thames Angiing Preservation 
Society. That sum would have been subscribed very cheerfully to the ‘“ Spreckley ” 
Testimonial, but as that gentleman had declined to accept any testimonial, the 
Clapton Society thought that it would be in accord with Mr. Spreckley’s views to so 
devote the subscription, and were other clubs to do so also, a handsome sum would 
be collected for the benefit of anglers generally, enabling the T.A. P.8. to still 
further extend their great usefulness, Mr. Ghurney thanked the members of the 
Clapton, and quite endorsed the remarks he had heard just spoken on the subject. 
There should be some good sport for anglers now ; the water in the Lea is in excel- 
lent condition all along from Tottenham.—HENRY Howsgp, hon sec. 


GOLDEN BARBEL, 

On the 8th inst. Mr. J. Stanton had a nice show of dace ; Mr. A. Crow, barbel of 
about 3lb.; Mr. C. Crow, barbel about 21b. from Kingston. Mr. Green had roach, 
and J. Roach had roach from Maidenhead, although the water was thick, and the 
wind blowing a gale. Our old ‘friend, Mr. Chapman, of Bray, is able to get about 
again, and will be delighted to attend anglers visiting his part of the country. A 
card, or a visit to Mr. Sables, the “ Crown,” Bray, near Maidenhead, will be sure to 
find him. He has had a long turn this time, “ Brother Bobs,” and if any of you are 
visiting the neighbourhood, please give him a look up, just to oblige an old veteran 
and—PIXIk, 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members, to the number of 35, fished at Uxbridge for ten prizes; but the 
weather being so bad, only eight were taken by the following :—Messrs. Hlham, 
Wheeler, Pluckrose, Hewett, Maybury, Beal, Raynor, and Money. On the 3rd inst. 
our annual supper took place at our clubhouse ; 100 sat down to an excellent supper 
provided by our kind and worthy hostess, Mrs. Roberts; and great praise was 
bestowed on her for the capital manner she carried it out. My. H. J. Tibbatts being 
chairman, Mr. W. H. Snook filling the vice-chair, right well they carried out 
their duties ; Mr. Tibbatts being supported by Mr. P. Geen and Mr. R. Ghurney. 
After the cloth was removed, the chairman gave the usual loyal toasts, which were 
heartily drunk ; then followed ‘“ Prosperity to the Good Intent,” the chairman read- 
ing the balance-sheet, which shows the financial position as close on £100, the 
members being over 100, and was received with applause. Mr. R. Murphy, replying 
on behalf of the club, was received most heartily, and thanked the members for the 
assistance he had received from them during the year in carrying out the work of 
the society. The next toast was the “ Angling Institutions,’ coupled with the 
name of Mr. P. Geen, who responded in a most humorous and instructive speech, 
hoping that the differences that existed at the present would be removed, and all 
devote their energies for the benefit of all anglers. I am sure Mr. Geen must feel 
glad, after the amount of abuse he has received from a few individuals, to get the 
hearty reception he received from the Good Intent, who rightly know how to honour 
the man who has proved himself the angler’s true friend. The chairman next gave 
the “A, B. Society.” Mr. W. H. Beckett responded in a most lucid and earnest 
speech on behalf of that excellent society, and was well received. Prizes were given 
to the amount of £20. The chairman’s health was drunk with musical honours, 
and also the vice-chairman’s. The harmony prevailed till 2 o’clock, when all departed, 
after spending a most enjoyable evening —R. MurRPuHy. 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst. the usual fortnighly meeting was held, a large number of mem- 
bers being present. Mr. J. H. Rich was voted to the chair, The minutes of the last 
meeting having been read and confirmed, and two honorary members elected, the 
chairman announced that three prizes were promised by Messrs. Gibbons, Kayes, and 
Tagg for the finest specimen roach, perch, and gudgeon taken from any public water 
before the season closed. A hearty vote of thanks wasthen given to Messrs. Aldous and 
Gibbons for giving their labour gratis in the production of a very fine board “ which 
had been ordered by the members for the clubroom,” giving the date the society was 
established, its founders, officers, and committee for each year, leaving space enough 
for the names of the committee for the next four years. The carpenter's work was 
performed by Mr. Aldous, and the painting and writing by Mr. Gibbons.—W. K. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY.* 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. Sachs, by special 
request, occupied the chair, and there was a very good attendance of members and 
visitors, The special attraction of the evening was the pike competition, announced 
in previous reports. Owing, however, to the very unfavourable state of the weather, 
no weighing-in took place, and the competition stands adjourned to a more favour- 
able time. The minutes and other routine business having been first disposed of, Mr’ 
Crumplen proposed, and Captain Alfred seconded, Mr. Rowland Beever, who, in con- 
formity with the rules, will be balloted for on the 24th instant. Mr. Crumplen and 
several other gentlemen who had been doing their best, though unsuccessfully, to 
secure one or other of the prizes, gave interesting accounts of their day’s doings. A 
special vote of thanks was accorded to the chairman for the zeal and ability with 
which he had carried out the duties of the chair. Mr. Sachs, in reply, expressed the 
pleasure it afforded him to be present, and the hope that it would not be long before 
he was with the society again. During the evening some excellent songs were ren- 
dered by Messrs, Cartwright, Aveling, Gill, Crumplen, and Lake,—H. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Since my last report, Iam pleased to say that our shows of fish at the club-house 
have very much improved, both in quantity and quality. Mr. C. Lewis, and Mr. 
Devonshire have been exceedingly fortunate among the jack, while on the 8th inst. 
Mr. McDermott, Mr. Howell, Mr. Anthony, and others, weighed in some nice perch 
and roach, Several prizes have been arranged to be angled for prior to the close of 
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regulation, punt or otherwise, and members are allowed to select any one week day 
or Sunday on giving notice to the secretary.—J. H, WHEATLEY. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the evening of the 8th inst. Mr. W. Norman had 141lb. of jack, Mr. J. Osborne 
1241b. of roach, Mr. W. Midson roach, and Mr. T. Haycox roach and dace. On the 
15th inst. the members will have an outing for seven prizes, in the River Lea, from 
the railway bridge above St. Margaret’s, to Rye House bridge. The fish to be shown 
at the Red Lion, St. Margaret’s, at 5.30 pm. The annual smoking concert in aid of 
the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will be held in the club-room, the 
Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, near Shoreditch Church, on Tuesday evening next, 
Feb. 17th, G. H. Wood, Hsq., chairman, supported by a host of italented friends,—R. 
GHURNEY, sec, 


: the season, for the heaviest shows of fish from open waters, according to Thames 
“4 
. 
| 
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IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Four special prizes were fished for on the 8th inst. at Great Marlow. Mr. T. 
Goodwin secured first honours, Mr. H. Butt second, Mr. A. Bass third, Mr. W. H. 
A Mecham fourth. Mr. A. C. Critchfield had a fine show of pike on Monday last, the 

9th inst. The weights were as follows :—One weighed 13lb. 60z.; one ditto, 
: 91b. 60z. ; four ditto, 12lb. 40z.; also one perch, lb. 30z.—Total, 36lb. 30z, Mr. T. 
E Dennison, sen., showed some roach and perch on Wednesday, the 11th inst. Three 
special prizes, given by Messrs, A. Bass, T. Dennison, jun., and T, Goodwins, will be 
‘fished at Chesthunt on the 22nd inst. Usual conditions.—H. B, 


; LEEK (STAFES.) FISHING CLUB. 

We have pleasure to notice from our correspondent the opening of a new fishing 
club at Leek, called the Leek and Moorlands Working Mens’ Fishing Club. The 
first meeting for the enrollment of members was held at the Swan Hotel, and took 
place on Thursday, the 5th February, when 75 names were entered on the books as 
members of the club. Mr. J. Shallcross was unanimously voted to the chair, and ina 
neat little speech opened the club, in course of which he stated that the neighbour- 
hood contained some very good fishing grounds, and he did not see why the working 
men of that town should not join together and form a club, as in other towns, 
Macclesfield for instance, who even came to our Leek lengths and obtained fishing, 
which the club now opened must endeavour to obtain for themselves. Rules were 
made, president and vice-presidents elected, and committee and secretary appointed, 
Mr, John Dale being unanimously elected to the latter post. A very enjoyable 
evening was spent, Host Birtles proving himself equal to the occasion in every 
respect. A further meeting will take place on Thursday, the 19th, of which I hope to 
send you a full report—CHURNET OTTER, 
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THE LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A great number of our members were out on the 8th inst., but returned with 
all blanks, lam sorry to say. On account of the water being in such a bad con- 
dition, members are particularly requested to present themselves at the club-house 
on Wednesday next, 18th inst., as matters of importance will be brought forward for 
discussion, as there are several prizes yet to be arranged, so as to be fished for before 
the close of the season. On Monday next, February 16th, we have a benefit at our 
‘ club-house for Mr. Chase, who has been out of employment for some considerable 
time. Our members hope that brother anglers and friends will do their best on this 
deserving occasion.—H, BINGLE, sec. 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Clout Testimonial onthe 4th inst. Several members of the committee paid in 

a frst instalment, which was very satisfactory, and as all the clubs are now supplied 

with subscription cards, itis hoped that anglers will not forget to contribute to the 

. fund. On the 8th inst. some of our members were out for prizes, but found sport 

j very bad, only two of them being taken by Mr. Savage and myself.—G. T, 
FLETCHER, sec, 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Durant, Watkins, and Gardham proved the winners on the 8th inst. An 
open match for a series of eight prizes will be fished on the 22nd inst. Several of 
our members will take part in the South London match in the Association waters, 
at Weybridge, on the lst March.—_G-ADFLY. 

. THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

' _ The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held last Monday evening at 
4 the Mona Hotel (late Ashley’s), Covent Garden. The hotel having recently changed 
hands, the new proprietor, Mr. Udall, has not only renamed it, but redecorated and 
refurnished the entire premises ; consequently the society’s rooms are resplendent 
with new carpets, furniture, &c, Amongst those present were Messrs. J. Hill, R. 8. 
__ Fennings, W. B. Adlington, T. Huggett, E. Forman, T. R. Sacks, D. Goodyer, J. 
Pattison, H. B. Brown, J. Landa, H. Gray, and Rey. G. Sumner. Mr. J. Meyer was 
unanimously elected chairman, and the minutes of the previous meeting having 
+ been read by the secretary were duly confirmed. The correspondence then occupied 
some time, but it was not of a very important character. Mr. G. Robinson had 
___—-weighed in during the week a goodly number of pike, which scaled 503lb., and 


__—s were caught in public waters. Mr. T. Huggett, who had also been out, registered 
3 some perch, five roach 3b. 20z., one pike 41b. 20z., anda fine tench 41b. lloz, He also 
___ placed on the table a show of perch and pike. Mr. Huggetit, therefore, later on in the 
___ evening, responded to the toast, ‘‘ The Successful Angler,’”and explained that the whole 
__ of the fish were from the Thames, and considering the awful condition of the water 


he was very well pleased with the result of his exertions. Harlier in the week he 
had been fishing in private waters, but did not meet with much success, and the 
z keeper informed him he should have been down there a fortnight ago, as the fish 
- were then well on the feed. In one instance a pike of 2641b, had taken a smaller 
one of 301b., which had been already hooked ; both fish were subsequently landed 
and weighed. Mr. H. lL. Godwin, on behalf of Capt. Alfred, presented to the library 
of the society the first two numbers of the bi-centenary edition of Walton and 
; Cotton, and promised, moreover, the following numbers. The honorary librarian, 
Fa in a few words, gracefully accepted the gift, and proposed a vote of thanks to the 
donors, which, being seconded by Mr. T. Gillatt, was unanimously carried. Mr, R, 
T. Sachs, after introducing a new angler’s knife, resembling those designated in Spain 
_ vyirtue protectors,” spoke of a large pike 261b. to be seen in the shop of a West-end 
fishmonger. He was interested in this fish, as he understood it was caught in the 
Lower Thames, and the questions, therefore, arose of How? When? and Where? In 
concluding, Mr. Sachs said he would be glad to be supported in the chair of the 
~ Gresham Club on the Tuesday following by any members of this society who could 
be present. The occasion was the Gresham Annual Pike Competition. Mr. W. B. 
Adlington, who had been watching some interesting experiments in trout-hatching 
‘ on a small scale, gave the society the benefit of his observations, and pointed out 
the ease and certainty to which artificial trout-hatching had been reduced. On the 
_ chairman’s proposition, the usual toast of “ The Society” was duly honoured, Mr. 
D. Goodyer then congratulated Mr. J. Meyer on the able manner in which he had 
conducted the business of the evening, and the vote of thanks he proposed was 
carried with unanimity.—R. B. : 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the last regulav meeting of the above society the two monster pike that were 

caught last month at Sowley, near Southampton, were hung in the club room among 

___ the other angling trophies. They are most artistically mounted and reflect great 
: credit on Mr. Saunders, of London, who has also set up nearly all the specimen fish 
belonging to the society. The revised rules and-angling stations used by the club 

will now be ready in a few days, and issued to the members for the ensuing season, 
Very little angling to record for the last week. Several members have braved the 
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pelting rain and boisterous weather with very little success, Saturday last proved 
a very fine day, and Mr. Bracey took the opportunity, with others, to go to Chichester, 
and was lucky in landing a fine pike 103lb. weight in the basin. Several small 
roach and perch fell to the lot of the rest of the party. The water in the canal is 
slowly finding its level, and before the close time it is to be hoped some good sporti 
will be realised—_DAGGERWOOD, 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 8th, and in spite of wind and thick water about, and in the Thames, we 
had dace from Isleworth, dace from Kingston, roach from Taplow and Maidenhead, 
exhibited by Messrs. Davis, Chantry, Pyne, and Dodd. The gross weight for the 
month, prize is still headed by Mr. Dodd followed by Mr. Pyne, At the meeting 
held on the 11th, the minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and jack 
prizes not taken will remain for competition on the same conditions till the end of 
the month. Members are informed that the South London United Competition will 
take place on March 1st in the association water at Weybridge, from New Hall Lock 
to Purford Lock, including the first lock in the Basingstoke Canal, Conditions : 
Fish “where you like. Terms, same as former conditions. Members wishing to 
compete are requested to apply to the Secretary at headquarters. A visit will be 
paid to the Second Surrey on Monday, the 16th. Members that can attend are 
requested to do so. Mr. H. W. Wormald, of the Harl of Chatham, Chatham-street, 
Walworth, was proposed as a member this evening, to be elected oniWednesday next, 
February 18th. Members interested please attend, I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of £1 1s, 0d., given by Messrs R. Chantry and F, C. Diggins, for which 
sincere thanks are returned by—PIXIE, 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There has not been much to communicatein the way of “ angling items.” Although 
most of our members haye been seeking fresh ewims and eddies new, few of them 
have been rewarded with anything like takes. Messrs, Wood, Carter, and Rider had 
a very fair show of dace from Twickenham, thanks to the attention and energy of 
“Richard Coxen,” who is always anxious to please his patrons. Mr. Holden has 
certainly been the most successful bank angler the last two or three weeks. Mr. 
Wood brought a very fine show of roach last Tuesday week ; and Mr. Schmidt a 
large jack from some new found-out shop, as they term it. I hope theshop will be 
found out by others before the season ends. On the 8th inst., over twenty of our 
members went out for a series of prizes, the first presented by one of our hon. 
members, and after a deal of wading through mud and mire, struggling against 
wind and stream, in fact braving the elements as only “anglers,” such as we have 
in the “Royal George” can brave them, the above was won by Mr. Hughes with 
roach and dace; he was followed by Mr. Beales, who won the second. The remain- 
ing prizes were taken by Messrs. Palmer, Wood, Holden, and Chart. To finish up the 
season we have decided to have another day out together ; there are many prizes to 
be fished for. I trust we shall have better weather than is generally provided for 
us. Another smoking concert will take place on Tuesday night next, at 9 o’clock 
sharp, when we are promised an array of talent, both instrumental and vocal; if 
that does not fill our room, sadness will be located on the visage of —W. H. RIDER. 


SOUTH-HASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society will fish for three prizes on the 22nd inst., at Staines, 
for three prizes, leaving Waterloo by the 8.25 a.m. train. All fish to weigh, bar jack. 
There is also a competition on March Ist, between members of the clubs, on the 
8.L.V.S.at Weybridge, for prizes. Clubs on that list please take notice, it has been 
determined to hold our complimentary visit at our club-house on Tuesday, Feb. 24, 
when it is hoped as many as can will attend. All clubs will be notified by post as 
to same.—THOs. H. WESTON, sec, 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A complimentary return visit of the above club will take place on Tuesday, the 
17th inst, at the Fox and French Horn, Clerkenwell Green, when I hope to see many 
of the Eastern district clubs represented.—F. THORLING. 


STAINES ANGLING CLUB. 

In spite of the rough weather the water has not been fit for fishing. Some of 
the above members turned out on February 7th. Only two succeeded in taking 
any fish. Mr, A. Howse a fine take of jack, the largest 441b.; Mr. A. Palmer, a fine 
take of dace. We hada strong muster of members on Saturday last, when, after 
club business was over, the members held a social and smoking concert, Mr. A. 
Howse taking the chair, and Mr, W. Petherick at the piano, when a large number 
of songs were sung and a most pleasant evening was spent at the Waterman’s Arms, 
Church-street, Staines.—J. B. 





REPORT OF THE CARLISLE SALMON AND TROUT ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


From the thirty-second report of this Association, we see that, as our Carlisle 
correspondent ‘Silver Grey” frequently pointed out last year, the fishing 
season was, on the whole, a disappointing one, owing to the lowness of the 
water. There was a good run of autumn salmon, and some anglers in private 
waters had very good sport. The committee have again the satisfaction to 
announce an increased! balance in hand, and they propose to make a determined 
raid upon the chub (or “skellies” as they are locally called) in the ensuing 
summer, as they feel convinced ‘that these pests are doing seriousinjury to the 
stock of trout, and they are at the same time a great nuisance to anglers.” 

Would it not be possible for the Carlisle Association to let the National Fish 
Culture Association have some of these chub? We are sure Mr. W. Oldham 
Chambers will be very glad to make arrangements to send for the fish, and he 
has already many applicants for them. 

The extent of water secured by the committee is the same as last year. 

We should be much obliged if our correspondent would kindly inform us (1) 
What are the present limits of the Association water ; (2) What are the charges 
for tickets for trout fishing and for salmon fishing; (3) When fishing 
for trout and for salmon begins and ends? It is some years since we fished the 
Eden ; but we have a lively recollection of capital sport on its lovely banks 
between Hamont Mouth and Armathwaite. 





To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers “have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZEYTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Soldiers and Sailors.—These well-known and easily 
used remedies are especially serviceable and convenient for those who, like soldiers and sailors, are 
exposed to great changes of climate, and the hardships inseparable from their calling. Many of the 
diseases engendered in the system from these and other untoward causes can be checked and controlled 
by ntion at their onset, and in Holloway’s remedies will be found a:ready means of relief, without 
hindtance from duty. Many aman is invalided and rendered more or less.a burden to himself and 
friends irom neglett of the early symptoms of his complaint, which calamity might be averted by 
timely resort to the use of Holloway’s Pills and Ointment. 
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SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 


CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 
Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
(Very Light). 


New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 
(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


IMPORTERS OF 








CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. 
SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 





For both Fly, Minnow, and Worm—the BEST LINES yet introduced. 


(Vide English and American Sporting Press.) 
SEND FOR SAMPLES. FREE TO ALL APPLICANTS. 


THE NEW ACME16-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 

We supply on the following Condition of Purchase:—Cash to be 
refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary 
Manufacturer. 


WHY DO WE OFFER THIS ONE-8IDED ADVANTAGE? 
Because we are confident the improved line is nearer perfection than any 
other make or style of line on sale. 


_These Metal Centre Lines are used by the highest living authorities, and are 
rapidly, by sheer force of merit, acquiring world-wide popularity. 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT PATENT ON LABEL. 


Apply early, to ensure reply per return, to 
D. and W. FOSTER, Manufacturers, Ashbourne, 


Derby. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 
40 


5s Putney. 
45 3 Hammersmith, 
Ada 50 = Barnes. 
55 a Kew. 
75 5 Richmond. 
80 - Twickenham, 
85 3 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, February 14 1.42 er “ice 2.2 

Sunday, 1 15 2.18 2,36 
Monday, is 16 2.51 3.6 

Tuesday, * Mey 3.22 3.40 
Wednesday, ie 18> Bes as 3.56 4,15 
Thursday, "a 9 See 509 4.32 4.50 
Friday, % 20'S meee : 5.7 5.25 


KS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
CS cat Metres 





THR LOWER THAMES. 


' GENERAL REMARKS. 
‘There can be no doubt in the question of bream that Mr. Alfred Mackrill, fishing 
with the old veteran, George Hone, in the famous bream hole at Walton, is the 
champion bream fisher of the season, and in all respects he fully deserves the title. 


He is a true angler, and he brings skill and patience to bear on his victorious results. 
During the last season there is one memorable achievement as the result of two days’ 
bream fishing, when he gota hundredweight of those fish. Inthe “Annual Report of the 
Piscatorial Society for 1866” there appears the following paragraph :—‘ The society’s 
first prize for bream taken by Mr. Johnson, with 5491b. of fish entirely from the 
Thames, and with a trifling exception at Walton, calls forth the committee’s heartiest 
congratulations and commendations. This feat evinces an amount of perseverance 
and skill worthy of all praise.” Mr. Johnson, up to the time of his death, was a 
member of the committee of the T.A.P.S. Of more recent date than the late Mr. 
Johnson’s success was the capture in one day, by a gentleman fishing with James 
Haslett at Chertsey, of 147lb. weight of bream ; and that of Mr. Thomas Hiscock, 
of Hounslow, fishing with one of the Strouds at Sunbury for two or three hours, 
when he caught over 901b. weight of bream, and at that time there were a number 
of other large captures. These results would be about 12 yearsago. On the 25th 
of September, 1876, Mr. M. H. Blamey weighed in at the Piscatorial Society 
126lb. 80z. of bream taken at Shepperton, the largest fish scaling 41b. 20z. The 
bream were first introduced into the Chertsey waters by Mr. Heseltine, a great angler 
in his time, by bringing up his takes of bream from Walton, and depositing them in 
the Chertsey waters and the dock there, together with the sale at Walton, are the 
two great places in the Lower Thames for the bream to spawn in. In the previous 
Thames Fishery By-laws the bream was not mentioned ; and the dock at 
Chertsey required the constant attention of the river keepers to keep the 
gipsies and others from getting them unfairly out, as if would have 
been difficult to sustain an action for a fish not under any regulations, 
As regards angling news, they are excessively brief this week; but on Wednesday 
the prospects were considered favourable as the water was falling, and, although 
out of condition, it was believed two or three days would put it right again for 
fishing. The report of a fine specimen of a pike weighing 2941b., exhibited for sale 
at the well-known shop of Mr. Charles, fishmonger, on Monday last, and with the 
lable on it, ‘‘ Taken at Teddington,” soon became a matter for inquiry by Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley, President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, although it could 
not be believed as having been caught in the Thames. Still, as it was desirable to 
find out if any truth existed, every inquiry was at once made in the neighbourhood 
of Teddington, with the result that nothing could be ascertained to justify any idea 
it had been caught in the river. The fishermen were surprised on hearing the 
report, and immediately exclaimed, there was not a fish of that size in the place, or 
some of them would have seen it move at some time or other. These men of late 
have been about night and day looking after the lamperns, and declare they have 
seen no one about likely to throw a net. The fish was considered a very fine 
specimen, and has been purchased for 12s., and sent to Mr. John Cooper for 
preservation. The only reports are as follows :— 

Twickenham.—John Spong,in one day, three dozen of dace. W. Spong, two 
and a-half dozen ; and C. Miles, twenty-nine fish. ; 

Teddington.—_J oseph Baldwin, in two days, seven dozen of dace; and Mr 
Manley. from the bank, a fine chub of 5lb. 

Staines.—John Keene, jun., in one day, three dozen of roach. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The river has been so out of condition during the past week, in consequence of 
the recent heavy rains, that there is literally not anything in theangling way from 
the upper waters worthy of record. The water is high, and very muddy; but, 
without any fresh influx of liquor, will rapidly drop, and by Saturday or Sunday 
may be fairly fishable, especially for roach close inshore, or in quiet curls and eddies ; 
worm-baiting, of course, for choice, with such acolour on as at present. At Hurley, 
on Feb. 8th, some half-dozen bold anglers were rewarded with bags of roach each 
between 5lb. and 6lb. Weather to-day, near Pangbourne—from whence I write 
this—gloriously fine and spring-like, with breeze from S.W.—MARLOwW Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 


Anglers few and far between. Water began to sink fast, but somehow it don’t 
improve in colour. On the 9th, an hour in the evening, three roach and one barbel,. 
2lb. With Mr. Gilbert to-day, about 101b. of roach, largest 121b., one barbel, 3lb., 
and one perch ; lobworm for the roach.—G. LUMSDEN. 

The water is going down beautifully, but still thick at present. Been out to-day, 
got a few roach, but they are biting very fine; my son Harry out to-day got a few 
roach. The water will be in good order if fine by next week.— JAMES HOARE, 


Thames (Sonning). 


We have had a flood, which has made a run of fresh water, If we have no more 
rain, it ought to be in first-rate order for all fishing by the end of this week.—W. H. 


The Thames (Windsor). 


River has fallen considerably, but is still very thick ; anything but fishable, un- 
less it is with worm. Some very fine roach have been had during the week, espe- 
cially in the neighbourhood of Surly Hall, the pool there being a favourite resort 
for all kinds of fish during very heavy waters. James Gray has had several nice 
baskets from it this week, and on Wednesday he had three very fineroach, among others, 
going 43lb, I think it will take quite a week for the river to clear sufficiently to try 
jack and chub with anything like chance of success, though there are places that I 
have killed jack when the water has been extremely thick ; these are, however, rare. 
Consequently, I would advise the jack and chub anglers to wait a few days; mean- 
time, well-scoured tail ends of lob worms will be found good for roach and perch,— 
B.R, BAMBRIDGH, 





’ Ancholme District. 


The weather has been very mild and spring-like during the greater part of the 
past week, anda few of the minor springs have begun to run. There are in- 
creasing numbers of flies dancing in the sunshine, and for an hour or two yester- 
day the trout were rising merrily at them in the ponds of the Manor Fishery. The 
best beck in this locality for trout has, during the dry season, been well cleaned out 
in the upper reaches, and efforts will be made to restore it. The fishing will pro- 
bably be somewhat indifferent this year. As a sample of the coarse fish taken from 
time to time out of the Ancholme, I may give the following summary for the past 
season: Mr. J, Walsh Brigg has caught one roach, 2]b. 140z., and another lb. $02., 
and four bream weighing from 3lb. to 41b, each ; Mr. Joseph Corry has caught four 
bream of over 3lb. each ; Mr. George Clark Brigg one bream, 41b. 6oz., and twenty- 
six roach, at one sitting, weighing 13lb.; Mr. John Berriman Brigg one roach of 
2lb. 1joz.; Mr. John Smith Brigg caught, in one ‘sitting, 2st. 7}1b. roach, and Mr, 
Whaite dst. 6lb. at one sitting ; Mr.’R. Stringer, in three consecutive days, 3st. 121b 
2st. 8lb., and 1st. 101b. Water now in good order.—T. Forp. 


Ballynahinch. 

The above has only been fished two days since last report, once by Mr. Beresford, 
who lost a splendid salmon on “ Tuagh” last Monday by faulty wood in his rod. i 
on the Thursday previous, killed a nice fish in Ballynahinch Lake, 1121b., very fresh, 
covered with sea insects. We have still very good waters, but weather not very 
favourable. Hope to be able to report a larger bag next week, as Mr. Anstice, who 
has just arrived, is as fortunate as last season—WALTER BLACKADDER, ; 


The Bure (Norwich). 


From accounts which have reached me, some very good jack fishing has been had 
in waters connected with this river or in the neighbourhood. Several London 
gentlemen have been down, and done remarkably well. On the river trailing with 
artificial dace, &c., has proved killing, one lady last week being lucky enough to kill 
six jackin this manner. This should tempt our Norwich brethren to try their for- 
tune on the beautiful Bure. Prospects: Should consider them first-rate for roach, 
bream, and jack, not forgetting paternoster, with minnows, for perch_—ROBERT 
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Chichester. 


Sport here the past week has not been remunerative. A few small pike have been 
taken by local anglers, and some good eels.on pike tackle. A Portsmouth visitor on 
Saturday landed a handsome fish of 101b. from the basin taken with spoon, but the 
sunken timber renders spinning an expensive game. Bream are coming on feed, a 
few small ones being landed. The water here is gradually rising, but is rather too 
pea-soupy for successful angling. I hear of a couple of pike from the Ouse, near 
Lindfield, weighing 14lb. the brace. From Selham no news but that the water is in 
good trim.—GuorGE F, SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The river has been in good order for the past week, and the takes have been very 
fair. Mr. Hedey, in four days, caught fifteen bull trout, weighing 851b. ; Messrs. 
Appleby and Row, in one day, caught four, weighing 191b. On Tuesday, Mr.Gowens 
caught two weighing 133lb. River rather strong to-day (Wednesday) ; no anglers 
have been out,—F. Brown. 

The Dove. 


It seems to me that we have seen about the last of the winter. It has been 
as much like spring as anything all this week, and as I sit down to write these 
notes, the sun is shining through the window with the warmth and brightness of 
April. Though the river has of late been running high and strong, ithas now got 
into fair condition again, and there has been an excellent rise of grayling since 
Monday. ‘The fish have come up to the little brown with considerable freedom, and 
the rodsters who have been out have succeeded in taking some fair samples, the 
average perhaps being four or five brace per rod. The pike are not running so well 
as they might do; but I fancy this is because of the mild weather which prevails, 
We had a good number of bottom fishers out on Saturday ; but at that time the river 
was too thick and swollen, and very little was done-—THE SPLODGER. 


Esk (Whitby). 

The heavy rains which fell during the early part of the week brought another 
flood down the river, and it is probable that the water will not be fishable for some 
days to come. Moreover, the tides have been against the probabilities of good sport 
during the whole of the week, rising, as they did, about noon each day. Next week 
the tides will alter, and if the weather is propitious we may reasonably anticipate 
the landing of a few scalings.—JNo. J. JAcKSON. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing.—During the past week fine weather has prevailed, and the fishing has 
been more successful. Boats have come in with some large whiting pout, and ama- 
teurs fishing from the rocks and jetty have been rewarded with some fine fish. (. 
Bamford and T. Davies, fishing off the Bull Point, caught some large pout, and 8. 
Groves a large skate, from the jetty. Mr. Williams and Mr. Gratte have had nice 
sport, the former gentleman on Friday securing a fine cod, weighing 13]b., the latter 
a large ling. In addition, they have taken some nice-sized poutand codling. Weather 
mild.—H. COMER. 

ey Mr. Williams has just hauled in a cod from the jetty weigh- 
ing 171b. 


Lakes of Killarney. 

The number of fish taken since last report were :—Muckross net, sixty-five salmon, 
the largest 201b.; Glena net, eighteen salmon, largest 161b. On 5th inst., John 
Roberts, two salmon 231b. ; James Hayse, one 121b.; Dan Cournane, one 10lb. 6th. 
Hugene Cournane, one 11lb. 8th. Tim McCarthy, one 101lb. 9th. Tim McCarthy, 
four salmon 53lb. ; Eugene Cournane, three salmon 351b.; James Hayse, one 15lh. ; 
Denis Connell, one 15lb. ; Pat Roberts, one 11lb. 10th. Tim McCarthy, one 124Ib.; 
Mr. D. C. Coltsman got two salmon on Flesk 32lb., next day, one 101b.; Mr. J. C. 
Coltsman, two salmon 211b. ; Callaghan McCarthy, one 12lb.; Daniel Murphy, one 
15lb.— Tim McCARrtTHy, fisherman. 

Lea (Ware). 

In a month’s time anglers will say, if I had only gone to Ware there would have 
been a different result ; that is, meaning taking prizes. For anglers only have to 
rush madly to Ware, and they will find the fish just as madly going at the bait, and 
I must tell you that the bait is ground-bait ; but it wants tricky anglers to deal with 
them. John Bell, of the Good Intent, got 121b. of handsome roach in four hours on 
Wednesday ; but what wants clearing is the jack, for there are plenty from the back 
of the Saracen’s Head to the Tumbling Bay. Sometimes it is the weather, sometimes 
it is the wind ; but now, I must tell all that it is the anglers required to try their 
skill, for the water is in first-class condition, the wind is lying full south, and only 
wanting the right mouthful.—_HArry PAGE. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order, and the wind just right (now south-west), and there 
had been some fine roach taken on Wednesday. The roach was taken with paste, and 


a few perch have been taken with red worms.—WM. CowELL. 


Leicester. 


The favourable weather the latter part of last week, and the whole of this, has 
given an impetus to angling in this locality, and sport in the local society’s waters, 
more especially at Aylestone, situated about three miles from the town of Leicester, 
has been fairly good. Most of the coarse fish in the brook have been biting well 
daily, and the majority of the anglers have therefore been well repaid for their 
efforts. The most successful among the Leicester Angling Society’s were Mr. Hobbs, 
who, on Tuesday, had ten roach, weighing within a fraction of 10lb., the largest 
fish being weighed in at 1lb. 430z. Messrs. Rylott and Goulney have been fishing 
daily, and by baiting several good holes, have secured some large takes of chub, 
perch, and roach. Mr. Goulney had, on Wednesday, a large number of roach, each 
weighing over 1lb., whilst several fine chub have also fallen to his share. The best 
fish that Mr. Rylott had was, on Thursday, a very handsome chub, scaling over 41b. 
A good many others were also fortunate in landing chub averaging between 2lb. 
and 3lb., from the Aylestone preserves. Mr. T. Lumb, of 50, Wharf-street, Leicester, 
has just presented to the Leicester Town Museum, an exceedingly fine specimen 
of the chub, weighing 5lb. 030z., taken in the river Soar, at Narborough, 
in the afternoon of Feb. 6th, while ledgering with fine tackle and cheese paste. This 
fish afforded capital sport, some difficulty being experienced in landing it. The same 
expert angler presented another of the same species to the museum on Feb. 27, 1883, 
weighing 5lb. 2}0z. Strange to say, these two fishes were taken in the same swim 
about 80 yards apart. Both were in splendid condition. Mr. A. Smith has also 
secured several brace of nice chub, between 2lb. and 4lb., from the Narborough 
water. From Barrow-on-Soar and the Wreake reports are quict, and my correspondent 
informs me that there is not much doing at these places. The weather to-day 
(Thursday) is very mild and spring-like, and the waters are now in splendid condi- 
tion for angling.— ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams still remain coloured and high, and have not cleared so quickly as 
it was thought by some of the fishermen in this district. Heavy showers of rain 
have fell in this part, which keeps the water coloured ; but the fishing will be better 
when the water clears. Several anglers have visited these streams this week ; but 
sport on the whole has been dull. These streams are both well stocked with trout ; 
but we have not heard of any good catches of them yet. The best baits at present 
are the maggot and red worm. The Arrow was fished on Friday by a gent, who took 
four very nice fish with the maggot. A few good grayling were taken from the 
Lugg with the worm. On Monday, the water near Aymestry was fished, and a nice 
lot of fish taken by a gent with the red worm. Little fishing near Ivington. In 
oe. Hardisland district a few fish have been caught, The Pinsley is still coloured. 
—GWYNNE. 





Medway (Tunbridge.) 


River considerably too thick for any fishing. With fine weather fora few days, 
pike will be well on the feed— YE MEDWAY WATER Rat, 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
Both rivers are again in excellent condition ; every chance of good sport.—T. E. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water is still high, and out of order for fishing, Some of our fishermen have 
been out several times, but have returned with empty baskets. Only two small jack 
have been taken this week, and very lucky for the man who caught them, for no 
one else has caught any. If the rain holds off for a few days, the water will be in 
good condition. Providing the weather is fine, some good sport may be had.—H. 


Rovr. 
Oulton Broad and Dyke. 

Pike are now feeding well. About 20 fish have been taken in nine days ; largest‘ 
1431b. Twelve runs in one day by two gentlemen ; but, unfortunately, only one 
fish taken Gro. MASON. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). : 


This water will not be in fishing order for at least a week, but although fishing 
itself is quiet the members of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society do not neglect 
their duties, or the object with which the club was started. On Tuesday evening 
they held the most important meeting (in some respects) that has taken place since 
the inauguration of the society. M.J. Hawley Edwards, who is a prominent mem- 
ber of the Severn Fishery Board, and, next to Mr. Willis-Bund, probably one of our 
greatest legal authorities on fresh-water fishery law, was unanimously voted to the 
chair. The following gentlemen were also present :—Messrs. Councillor G. J. 
Groves, J. H. Morris, H. Brown, D. Jones, R. Ellis, J. Walker Roberts, R. Inckes, H. 
Smith, Pescall, and F. H. Morgan. The first business on the agenda was to consider 
the new by-laws, which will be brought before the board at their next meeting in 
April. After an interesting discussion, it was decided to support the by-laws as laid 
before the board last meeting. The next question to be considered was, the advis- 
ability of the club starting a fund to be entitled ‘‘ The Shrewsbury Severn Angling 
Society’s Borough Water Bailiff’s Fund,” the treasurer of the society to be the trea- 
surer of the fund, and the committee of the society to be the committee to ad- 
minister the same. The fund being opened in the room the treasurer (M. J. H, 
Morris) announced that he had received £5, The hon. secretary was then author- 
ised to advertise for a man for the borough for the ensuing season. The 
question of privilege tickets was then brought forward, and-a deputation formed 
to wait upon Major W. Patchett, and see if they could make any terms 
with him whereby members of the society would be allowed any slight 
advantage when on fishing excursions. The hon. secretary then read the 
report and balance-sheet for the quarter, which showed the balance in 
the bank to be £11 7s. 13d. in favour of the society, which being 
satisfactory, was adopted. Mr. Edwards intimated that he had been in com- 
munication with certain noblemen and gentlemen, who were willing to give the 
society a lease on some six or seven miles of very fine salmon and trout fishing, pro- 
viding no one but members of the association were allowed to fish, and that the 
society would undertake to preserve and provide river watchers. Mr. Groves pro- 
posed, and Mr. Morris seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Edwards for the great 
interest he has taken in the welfare of the club, as well as doing all in his power to 
preserve the river within the borough and stock the same. The water is now going 
down nicely, but it will be some days before it is in good angling condition. I saw 
Mrs. Bryan with some 501b. of pike and perch on Tuesday last. Some of the perch 
weighed at least 14b., and were a very fine lot. A friend of mine bought two very 
good trout last week, which, of course, must have been taken with the nets. Mr. D. 
Jones informed the meeting that towards end of last season he caught two trout, 
which must have belonged to those which the society placed in the river the year 
before last and last year. The description given by Mr. Jones entirely coincides 
with the fish which Col. Measfield gave the society, and which the Colonel’s man 
and myself placed in the river. When taken, Mr. Jones’s fish turned the scale at 
1i1b., which is very encouraging to those members of the society who have perse- 
vered so long. We hope to put more in this spring —SEVERN SALMON, : 


Severn (Gloucester). 


The river Severn is still very high and thick, and fishing at present is imprac- 
ticable ; but if the present weather continues, good sport will be found ina few 
days with the roach and chub as the river falls. Several local anglers visited the 
Frome on Thursday, and although the water was high, very good sport was ob- 
tained, the roach taking the brandling well, an old angler of long standing having 
a good show. The water was in good condition, and so were the anglers, judging at 
least from their exploits at the dinner given the same evening by the local angling 
club. Pike and perch fishing is quite at a standstill, owing, there is no doubt, to 
the very mild open weather we are having. There is nothing, in my opinion, like a 
good stiff breeze from the north-east for these fish. Good takes of either pike or 
perch are the exception here, as although plentiful, there is such an abundance of 
small roach, dace, and gudgeon, that a bait has to be very skilfully handled to delude 
them. Trout fishing opensin this district on the 1st proximo, but these fish rarely 
attain good condition here before the middleof April—SINGLE HAIR, 


Taw (CN. Devon). 


The fishing commenced on the Ist February, and, although the rivers are very 
high, some few dishes of trout have been taken with the worm. The fish would be 
better if left for another month, February being a month too soon to open with. 
Old kilts are coming down the rivers, and are taken by the men who are on the 
look-out to spear them. I heard of six one day, and no water bailiff to disturb 
them. Red palmers, blue uprights, and March browns (large) will take now.— 
Rusty GAME, 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is still high and coloured. Fishing has not been very brisk, the 
water not being in very good order for good sport. Several anglers have been out, 
but there has not been many fish landed. The principal baits used are the red 
worm and maggot. Trout are very plentiful in this stream, but we have not heard 
of any very good lots being taken yet, and several of the fishermen of this part seem 
to think they ought not to be taken for a week or so longer. Mr. F. Stevens tried 
the water on Friday, and with the grub took two grayling and one dace. On 
Saturday a nice lot of fish were taken by a gentlemen who was fishing with the red 
worm. Afew good fish were taken in the water near Little Hereford with the 
worm. Little fishing doing in the water near Stanton. A few nice sized fish were 
taken on Tuesday with the maggot. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are all coloured. 
Fishing in them quiet.— WORCESTER. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


Very little has been done this week, either in the Teme or any of the tributaries, 
in consequence of the water keeping coloured, and all the streams are running 
higher than is good for the anglers. Repeated showers at intervals, both day and 
night, keep the stream replenished. The heavy wet has done a deal of good, nearly 
all the springs around getting nearly dry until the heavy rain came down. Fisher- 
men would do well to spare the trout until they get into a little better condition. 
The state of the water has, this week or so, been in favour of the fish, and another 
week would do no harm. Not many fishermen have been out lately, owing to the 
unsettled state of the weather. One gentleman, who takes almost his daily stand 
on the side of the Teme, between Ludford and New Bridge, caught several fair-sized 
fish on Monday and Tuesday with the red worm and maggot ; but the waters are too 
high and muddy to do much execution, One or two anglers have tried the Ony, 
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which is clearer, and also the Corve, but met with little success. What is wanted 

is bright sunshiny weather. 

was l‘llin—S. LUDLOW. 
Trent (Newark). 

T have nothing worth reporting this week. I have heard of nothing beyond a 
few roach and bream having been had with the cockspur worm, and these only So 
very few in number as to be not worth paper and ink to report them. The river is 
still running at a fair height, with.a nice lot of colour in it; but it seems to me to 
be clearing down a bit to-day, although there is still from two to three feet of 
extra water. However, a few fine days will make it all right ; but under the present 
circumstances, there cannot be a better bait tried than the cockspur worm, and 
roach will be the best fish to operate on.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Sport during the week has been better than that enjoyed for several weeks past. 
On Monday and Tuesday the river rose considerably, and in the slacks below 
Willington Bridge some excellent lots of dace were killed with the cockspur worm. 
On Wednesday the subscribers in the Wilford length were busy, and amongst others 
the veteran, Mr. William Bailey, caught 27 dace. On Thursday Mr. J. Theaker and 
friend proceeded to the upper portion of the Willington fishery, and returned witha 
choice lot of roach and perch. Perch are very scarce in the Trent, and it is a signi- 
ficant fact that so far as the Notts clubs are concerned this season very few of these 
fish have been weighed in. Tuesday’s mass meeting in the Nottingham Mechanics’ 
Hall, as to opening up the navigable portions of the river, was an unqualified success ; 
but doubtless you have published an extensive report of the proceedings elsewhere. 
—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 

Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 

Both these rivers going down rapidly, and will be in prime order for fishing by 

next Monday, if no more rain.— ANON. 


Torridge (Torrington. ) 


River now getting in good order for fishing, but very full. If the old saying holds 
good, ‘the more water more fish,” they should be very plentiful after this, for we 
have had flood after flood for weeks past. Some few nice trout in prime condition 
have been taken in the small streams. The weather at present very mild; should it 
continue, we may expect some fair fishing during the coming week,—PRACTICAL 
ANGLER. 


Usk. 

Trout fishing commences on Monday next. Ata recent meeting of the subscribers 
to the association important alterations were suggested which, if carried out, will 
seriously affect the interests of the inhabitants of the locality, and cause disappoint- 
ment to the occasional visitors who have been accustomed to spend a few days 
during the season on the river. Mr. A. D. Berrington, the chairman of the asso- 
ciation, has lately leased his private water, about four miles in extent, to the asso- 
ciation, which will be a most valuable addition, as there are a number of excellent 
catches in the reach ; but, on the other hand, this desirable extension will be ina 
great measure frustrated if the suggestions of the meeting above referred to, which 
was but sparsely attended, be adopted. At this meeting it was voted to increase the 
salmon season tickets from £15 to £20, and the day tickets from 7s. 6d. to 15s., and 
the trout tickets (to include the additional water) to be raised from £1 to £2. The 
rise of the day salmon tickets to 15s.is looked upon with much disfavour by the 
inhabitants of the locality, and who also think that the salmon season tickets, 
excluding the additional water, should remain at £15, as last year, whilst those who 
take advaatage of the additional water should pay £20, A meeting of the asso- 
ciation is being held at Newport to-day (Thursday), when some of the more liberally 
disposed subscribers than at the last meeting are expected to be present, when it is 
to be hoped that the resolutions of the last meeting will be modified. The river has 
been much flooded of late, but a few days such as we are having to-day will put the 
water in capital order.— ARGUS. 


Wye and Derwent. 

A beautiful woodland water came down the Derwent last Saturday ; in fact, we 
have had a first-class bottom water on the whole of the week, and the weather has 
been more like the middle of spring. Natural flies have been out very abundantly 
lately, viz., the old cockwing dun, or what some anglers call the hare’s ear, and the 
long flat-winged browns. Sport during the week has been very good, and several 
trout over 1lb. each have been killed by the aid of cockspur and brandling worms. 
Grayling and coarse fish have been biting very nicely, and some good baskets have 
been landed. I hear the Trent Fishery Board are going to put a man or two in this 
district. I hope it is correct, for it is not before they are wanted, if it is only to 
stop the cleach nets and night-lining, which has been carried on to a great extent in 
this district.—Guo. JAS, EATON, 


The Yare (Norwich). 


The charming weather which has prevailed since my last report has been favour- 
able to anglers, and several good catches of roach, bream, and pike have been made 
at various points on the stream, the upper reaches near Norwich for choice, while 
this warm weather lasts. I have just seen a splendid catch of bream, taken to-day 
by three anglers on Thorpe Broad, not a mile below the old city. They numbered 
fifty-three, and I should guess weighed about 6 stone, the largest being about 22h. ; 
but they were all takeable fish, and made a fine show last week. I hear some very 
fine roach were taken at the same place, some weighing as much as 141b. Iam sure 
local anglers will be pleased to hear about these catches. With regard to pike-fish- 
ing, fair success has attended those who have tried their hand, one party last Thurs- 
day landed thirteen good fish, the heaviest scaling 93lb. On Saturday another catch 
of five was made, the top weight being about 71b, On Monday last two friends and 
myself hadaday on some private water some distance from Norwich, and the 
weather being everything desirable, we enjoyed the day and caught a dozen pike, 
four of which were returned as being undersized, the others going 3} to about 6 or 71b. 
Next Tuesday the Norwich Angling Club held their annual pike match, and I hope 
to be able to send you an account of some good sport in connection with that, as 
‘well as good news from the Yare. 





OF CONSERVATORS. 


Ata recent meeting of this board held at the Town Hall, Chester, his Grace the 
Duke of Westminster, K.G., in the chair, Mr. J. Thompson proposed the 
following resolution :— 


“ ALTERATION OF THE CLOSE TIME. 


“The annual close season in the whole of the River Dee Fishery District 
shall commence for all modes of salmon fishing, except with rod and line, on the 
15th day of September in each year, and shall terminate on the 15th day of 
February following ; and as regards fishing with rod and line, shall commence 
on the 1dth day of November in each year, and terminate on the 15th day of 
March following. Any person offending against this by-law shall be liable for 
each offence to a penalty not exceeding £5.” 

Mr. A. Mostyn Owen seconded the proposition, pointing out that the present 
close time did not protect the fish, as millions of ova were destroyed in 
consequence of netting being allowed while the fish were still on the spawning 
beds in February. After a long discussion, in which several gentlemen 
expressed their intention of opposing the alteration, the resolution was put 
to the vote, when 15 declared for it, and 13 against it, and it was consequently 
earried, and will be submitied to the Home Secretary for confirmation, 


The rainfall at Ludlow for week ending February 11th: 


SHORT SPINS. 


By “Running LIne.” 


SEEING so much has been written of late about male and female perch, I beg to 
relate the following singular coincidence which occurred three or four years ago 
at the Lambeth Waterworks, East Molesey. 

Tt was in the month of September that I and two friends visited this reservoir. 
We had procured a splendid lot of bait from “The Magpie” at Sunbury. The 
day was very warm, and the water as fine as gin. 

My companions, seeing the difficulty of getting their baits (minnows) near 
the perch (for the banks were all on theslope, and very stony), sat down on the 
grass and began disposing of the bitter beer and sandwiches. They left me one 
at the bottom of the basket. My usual luck. 

As I walked along, the sight of several perch sailing quietly by was 
exasperating. Under such exciting circumstances I had no time to think of 
beer and sandwiches. 

Luckily I had brought with mea very old favourite Nottingham barbelrod with 
rather a springy top—by using a very fine line and tackle, and going along the 
sides with great caution, now carefully casting in front of an approaching 
perch or behind a bit of weed, \after throwing several back, I managed to 
secure nearly 30 very fair perch. 

In the evening when I commenced gutting them (I always do this myself), 
imagine my surprise as I kept cleaning them one after the other to find every 
one I opened was a female fish. Simply marvellous! 

I have caught odd fish, such as bream, dace, and perch full of spawn in 
August and September—notably a bream of just over 2lb. weight taken in 
Wimbledon Lake three years ago. Butnot one male fish out of 28. 

Can any of your readers tell me how it is bream seldom reach more than 24Ib. 
in weight in the water just mentioned ? : 

Respecting this particular bream, I recollect the next time I saw the lake- 
keeper, he declared bream spawned twice in the same season ; but the ee 
he could adduce was that he had often found spawn in the lake as late as 
October. 

“ Very likely,” I answered. “‘ But you may depend upon it, it has been spawn 
shed by fish that have been very late in spawning, or they may have been spawn- 
bound.” Fish often die when thus afflicted. I have seen them thus myself. 
From some cause or the other—a deformity, or, perhaps, hardening of the 
spawn, &c.—they are unable to shed their spawn, and very often the result is 
death. 

From what I have observed on more than one occasion, perch begin to spawn 
when they are ridiculously small. In several instances I have caught remarkably 
small perch full of spawn—so small it would scarcely be believed. On 
aquainting my two friends of the circumstance, they were equally astonished 
with myself, but were quite unable to throw any light upon the subject. 

The vents of these perch were not distended in the least, and they were in 
the very best, of condition ; in fact, it was quite impossible for any one to tell 
that they were in spawn. : 

Supposing these perch had not been caught, do you think they would have 
retained their spawn until the following spring, and if so, would it have come 
to maturity. 

Re Removing Spawn from Kingsbury Reservoir.—ti see no difficulty in having 
the grass carefully cut and removed bodily with the spawn ; but (1) would Mr. 
Warner allow the spawn to be soremoved? If so, would “London Anglers” 
pay the piper. 

Re Perch Bites.—‘ Perch may prefer to take his prey in as quiet and business- 
like a way as possible.” 

Quite true, and this is only another proof how differently perch and other 
fish—pike, barbel, etc.—take their food at different times, for I have stood and 
seen perch take their prey like lightning. Out of 20 worms pitched into a tank 
amongst five or six perch, nota single worm reached the bottom. 





THE SALTAIRE TROUT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


We regret to see, from the seventeenth annual report of this very useful 
Association, that there has been a decrease of members from 100 the previous 
year to 77. It appears some of the members have joined other clubs which have 
taken reservoirs, as they affirm the latter afford better sport. The Saltaire 
Association consequently are “trying their utmost to take a reservoir within 
reasonable distance, having sufficient trout to stock a large reservoir.” The fact 
is, so much water is drawn off to fill these reservoirs, that in a dry season the 
fish in the streams which supply them find themselves put on very short 
allowance. 

The following extracts from the report and rules of this Association may be 
useful to some of our readers who may want a day’s fishing when in the 
neighbourhood of Saltaire :— 

Day tickets, 1s. 6d. each, are issued by the agents, Messrs. B. Allsop, 
Shipley Times Office, Saltaire ; John Hall, Market-street, Bradford ; and A. F. 
Wilson, Shipley. 

The Society’s preserves in the river Aire extend from Cottingley Bridge to 
Baildon Bridge, Shipley, except on the north side of the river between Saltaire 
Bridge and Baildon Bridge, Trout fishing commences on the Ist of March and 
ends on the 30th of September. No trout under 8in. in length to be retained. 
No Sunday fishing is permitted. 

The committee have discretionary power to grant free tickets to aged men 
who are anglers. 





TROUT EATING OVA OF THEIR OWN SPECIES. 


Srr,—Last week, while collecting trout ova on the Kennet, at Chilton, a ciroum- 
stance occurred which I never heard of before, either from fishermen or pisciculturists. 
We had lowered some water in a part of the stream by shutting down the hatches 
where the water came through, and were collecting the fish and putting them into 
cans for the purpose of examination. Among the fish were several females, full of 
ova, and one quite empty, having deposited her ova, On taking this fish out of the 
can by the tail, a quantity of ova ran out of her mouth, and, on opening the mouth 
to see the cause, I found it nearly full of ova. Ido not think that she got the ova 
during the time that she was in the can, but must have been lying ina nest with a 
fish that was engaged in spawing, and caught the ova as it was dropped by her 
fellow fish. 

The same day I found a trout that had been killed by a heron ; by its appearance I 
should judge it had been killed twenty-four hours. On examination I found the ova 
looked all right, and I impregnated it in the usual manner, and the ova is now going 
on all right, and has every appearance of hatching.—I am, &c., 

W. T. SILK, Pisciculturist, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


OPENING OF THE SALMON FISHING—DEE, DON, AND DEVERON. 


TuEsDAY: This evening bodes ill for the inauguration of the fishing to-morrow, but 
a change ere morning may take place. That’s to be hoped for. Many anglers 
arrived to-day from the South, and, after equipping themselves with tackle, and 
investing in flies, &c., proceeded up Deeside. Theirs are sanguine hopes, for the 
water is in capital ply. Fish are thought to be plentiful, the weather and the water 
of late having been admirably adapted for encouraging them upward. We should 
anticipate, but it’s merely a guess, that for some time at least the best sport will be 
in the middle sections of the rivers. This, with regard to the Dee, is almost certain. 
Salmon are not so numerous about Ballater and above that as they were last year 
at this time. Still, many fish have passed Aboyne within the past week, and, en- 
couraged by the suitable running water, are now forcing their way to the higher 
reaches. Mr, Smith, tackle-maker, Ballater, informs us that the Invercauld Arms 
Hotel water is already fairly stocked. Wehavealso learned that some fish have been 
seen about the Linn. We doubt it much, as it’s fully a month earlier than they 
usually appear there in any number. It is to be feared that anglers who have 
already gone much higher up the water than Ballater will meet with disappoint- 
ment at the outset. A word regarding Mr. McGregor’s water at Braemar—a splendid 
stretch. It is now open (free) to anglers staying at the Invercauld Arms Hotel. 
In March, April, and May it often affords magnificent sport. The best pools are the 
Castle Pool, Lady’s Boat Pool, and Inyerchandlich Pool. After a while, anglers in 
search of good salmon fishing should look up that way. To return to our subject— 
When the river is high about this season, not extra high, but fairly so, the salmon, 
if they are abundant on the coast, run upin great shoals. The extent of the runs is, 
however, regulated in a great measure by the direction of the wind and the state of 
the sea. For instance, if the sea is very rough in-shore, the fish never take to the 
river well. This usually occurs when the wind is easterly or north-easterly. On 
the other hand, when the sea is comparatively calm in-shore, and a good stiff breeze 
blowing from south, south-west, or west, the fish, when plentiful, take to the fresh 
water, if it’s of “ running ” size at all, and goup quite thick. For the past fortnight 
the Dee has been in tip-top volume, with fair alternation in size now and again. 

During more than half of the time indicated both weather and water, though not 
continuously, have been highly favourable for fish ascending. Before the break up 
of the ice in the upland districts many of the fish attempted to cross the fords while 
yet the water was very low, but whether they got far on their way or not we will 
not venture to say, as poaching has been very rife—more so during what of the 
season has already run than ever before so early. The Fishery Board have been very 
niggard in affording protection, and many watchers were conspicuously absent that 
used to be employed. It is a great pity, but the penalty has been paid, for a number 
of beats are yet unlet. Though there has been really no means of ascertaining, 
owing to the high state of the water, we should think that a great many fish have 
gone up lately, and that ere this time they are well out of the poachers’ way. Of 
course, night netting cannot be prosecuted with any amount of success when the 
riyer is unywise flooded, and that’s the reason why, if fish have run, we think the 
middle sections ought to be well stocked, as salmon early in the season do not run 
through very quickly, especially when the water is high, filled with melted snow, 
and the weather unsettledand cold. Yesterday and to-day the Dee, though fairly 
high, was in beautiful angling order, the water being just a capital colour and the 
weather and wind both very favourable. The floods have cleared away all rubbish 
and driven seaward all dead salmon and grilse, of which we observed a great number 
left within the tidal water mark the day following the spate that occasioned the 
general break-up of the ice. Saprolegnia ferax in some quarters was virulent for a 
short time immediately after the close of the antumn fishing, but it completely 
disappeared some time ago. © Though there is always a considerable mortality among 
cock fish after the spawning season, the deaths this year—during the fence time—on 
the whole, were under an average ; but then there were fewer large fish in the river 
than usual. The Rod-fishing Improvement Association have this year received a 
check, Their object is to acquire the netting stations on the expiring of leases, and 
remoye the nets to improve the angling. The proprietor of a ‘spot,’ we are told, 
has been overtured, and though a handsome consideration was offered him by the 
association he declined to accede to the proposed arrangement. It is a very unfor- 
tunate procedent for the association ; but, after all, the very close watching of the 
river by a sufficient staff of bailiffs would improve the rod fishing much more than 
would the removal of the net in question. Anglers ought to see that the river is 
sufficiently guarded, because when they pay very high rents as they do for the Dee 
fishings—anything that’s asked, in fact—it is certainly to their own advantage to 
* look out” and see how things are managed. 

The following flies, pretty much in the order given, are certain to prove the best 
killers, so long as the weather is cold and the water high. Large sizes of long- 
shanked Gordons (the best fly), peacock, Akroyd, tricolour, and grey heron. The 
Gardener, Rintoul, and Glentanar might likewise do well ina fining down water. 
Very large Gordons, eagles, and Brown’s phantom will undoubtedly prove the best 
at night—at least, for some time to come. Kelts are coming seaward very slowly. 
It is hardly their time yet. Fresh rain would make them come all the faster. There 
is much snow on the hills, but scarcely any low down. Fresh, mild weather, by 
causing the snow to melt, would occasion heavy waters for a good long time. The 
Don is fairly well stocked with fish, so is the Deveron, and the state they are in at 
present is similar to that of the Dee. Poaching on the Don has been very common 


—exceeding so; but a large and active staff of watchers have kept it well under, 


and a vast number of convictions have been recorded—two or three almost every 
week. We shall see to-morrow if the sanguine anticipations of the Don netters, of 
reaping a splendid harvest on the opening day, have not been knocked on the head 
by the recent spates allowing the fish to get over the numerous “dam (d)” dykes, 
and away up the river to Parkhill, and other fine reaches. 

(Thursday.) Just as we anticipated when we sketched the above on Tuesday 
evening, the water yesterday was too high, especially after midday, to admit of 
good angling. The results all over were poor, but still very good takes on a few 
sections. The middle ones, as we predicted, were obtained. The day was beauti- 
fully bright and warm, else the rod fishing would have proved an utter failure, 
for when the water is very high, filled with melted snow as it was yesterday, 
fish do not rise well, especially when the weather is boisterous and cold. From 
what we have héard of yesterday’s sport, we conclude that the middle reaches 
are immensely stocked with fish; but by and by, when the water “falls in,” 
the sport will gradually remove from these, and the higher-up reaches come 
more to the front. Though favourable to anglers, the nature of the weather 
yesterday operated reversely for the net fishermen, the weather not being rough 
or cloudy enough to entice fish to run. There is, however, really no stock of fish 
on the coast to create big hauls for the netters,.as during the past fortnight the 
fish previously there have all run up the river, and what the net fishermen may now 
get so long as the water keeps big will simply be those reaching the coast and 
taking to the fresh water immediately they arrive. Hence, though the net fishing 
on the Dee was poor yesterday, there seems good promise, as, let alone the number 
that escaped owing to the flood, the annexed report shows that fish were ascending 
in good numbers :—Karbows Shot, twenty fish; Raik and Mid Shingle, fourteen ; 
Pott and Fords, seventeen ; Bridge of Dee, five; Weil, eight; Polldown, seven ; 
Waterside, seven ; and Inchgarth, seven.—Total, eighty-five. These were all 
running fish, and very fine conditioned ones they were. The angling reports received 
up to date are as follows :—Lower Durris, Mr. Macdonald’s party, two fish, 8Ib. and 
101b. ; Inchmarlo, Mr. J. Barbour, one fish, 7lb. ; Dr. Wright, one fish, 101b. ; Cairn- 
ton, Mr. T, Turner-Farley, six fish, 7lb., 8lb., 111b., 111b., 15]1b., and 18lb. ; Kineskie 
and Upper Crathes, Mr. Augustus Grimble, and Mr. Brebner, his fisherman, five fish, 
741b., 8lb., 81b., 11lb.,and 121b.; Lower. Crathes, Mr.A. Muirhead Aitken, one fish, 
10lb,; West Durris, Colonel Hills, one fish, 8lb. ; Lower Blackhall, Mr, John Pirie, 





five fish, 8lb., 91b., 91b., 111b., and 121b. ; Upper Blackhall, Mr. J. T. Hay and Mr. F, 
Farquharson and G, Watson, keeper, eight fish, 7lb., 8lb., 91b., 91b., 101b., 111b., 
121b., and 14]b. 


INCHMARLO (THURSDAY).—Dr. Wright, two fish, 7lb. and 91b. Cairnton.— 
Turner Farley, Esq., four, from 91b. to 20]b. Kineskie and Upper Crathes.—A. 
Grimble, Esq., two, 7lb. and 91b. Lower Crathes.—Mr. Aitken, two, 10l]b. and 8lb. 
Invery.—Mr. Leslie and Mr. Wright, four, from 7lb. to 10lb. Upper Burris.—R. 
Hills, Hsq., two ; Col. Hills, one. Woodend.—Mr. Gill, one, 10lb. The river is in 
pretty good condition, 


Tweed and Teviot. 


That the votaries of the gentle craft need be of a most patient dis- 
position has been fully shown during the past fortnight, as, since the 
opening of the salmon rod-fishing on the above rivers, only one day has as yet been 
available for the prosecution of the art, and then it was not a good one, the rivers 
being both high and coloured. Mr. I. R. Hay-Gadon, of Liverpool, may therefore 
think himself lucky in having on that day secured with his rod the first salmon of 
the season. With a continuance of broken weather since the 4th inst., floods of 
varying size have kept all the rivers in this district in a more or less flooded state ; 
therefore anglers have just had to “ grin and bear it.’ Although the elements have 
so far been dead against the disciples of old Izaak, yet the floods must have done 
much goodin the way of removing the weekly-spawned fish, and also by having been 
the means of bringing many clean-run fish up the rivers. On Monday and Tuesday 
it seemed as if the river would have fallen to fishing level by Thursday ; but a 
perfect hurricane of wind, accompanied by deluges of rain, fell nearly all night on 
Tuesday, and continued till early on Wednesday, when the Tweedometer at Kelso 
Bridge registered another flood of fully 4ft.. This circumstance will make matters, 
therefore, unfishable during the remainder of the week, and by the time rod 
anglers have made acommencement at all, the net fishing at Berwick, and of the 
other tidal waters on the Tweed, will have begun—that is, on Monday, the 16th 
inst. Reports from the net stations down the river state that plenty of fish are in 
the river, and, therefore, it is to be hoped that the lessees of the various fishings 
may have a better time of it during the coming season than they had last year. 
The reports to hand from the Tedbury and district state that Teviot and Jed are 
very full of sea-trout, many of these fish killed weighing from Ilb, to 6lb.— 
MAx WHEEL, Kelso, : 
Dumfriesshire. 


Our correspondent reports that the prospects of a prolific season in the Nith 
and Cairn are pretty favourable, very little disease having been noticed 
as yet. Being late rivers, salmon fishing does not open until the 25th inst., and 
until then it will be impossible to give any idea of the probable supply. The 
reports from the Annan are fully as favourable, notwithstanding the fact that here, 
as in the Esk and Liddle, the indications of disease have been more pronounced. 
Tickets were issued for trout fishing in the Nith and tributaries on Wednesday, and 


one or two fair trout killed. ; : ! 
Kirkcudbrightshire. 


Salmon fishing in the Dee opened on Wednesday, but no definite reports 
have yet been sent from that district. The Fleet and the Hwer open on the 
25th. The excessive rainfall of late has raised the streams to such an extent 
that salmon have had no difficulty in ascending or descending, and a large number 
have been seen going seaward. Should the weather continue open there will be no 
lack of capital sport. The Urr is a productive little river, and can be highly re- 


commended. 
The Don. 


We were right in conjecturing that the net fishing on this river would not prove so 
good asit would have done had the river remained low. The heavy waters experienced 
within the past eight days are quite unusual at this season, and so high have they 
been that many fish have managed to get overall the array of dykes. Two were got 
at Inverness with the rod, two at Kintore, three at Parkhill and Fintray, and a few 
more elsewhere. Don nettings :—Mugiemoss and Grandholm, 154; Cruives, 100 ; 
Nether Don, 40; Grove, 8. There is the prospect of a fair rod-fishing season, 


Deveron. 


The salmon fishings on the Deveron were opened for the season on Wednesday with 
much success, and to all appearance in the meantime the prospects are very encourag~ 
ing. The water was in splendid trim, and the fishermen were early at work. Some 
of the hauls yielded nearly a score of beautiful clean fish, and by midday close upon 
200 salmon had been caught. The weights ranged from 5lb. to 10lb., but a few 
averaged from 14lb, to 16lb. Several large trout were likewise killed, perfectly 
gorged with salmon roe, which shows the great amount of destruction they cause 
about the spawn beds. There was, as usual, a number of kelts landed, but not a 
particle of disease was discovered the whole day. The spawning season has been 
very successful on the lower reaches of the Deveron, but in the upper parts nearly a 
failure in consequence of the shallowness of the water in the autumn, and the 
entrance of the river being so long silted up, thus preventing the salmon from 
getting run freely. On the opening day last year the number of salmon caught was 
180, and in 18838 over 160, Very little was done at the net fishingsat Banff on Wednes- 
day, except putting in the stakes. A few anglers were out in the afternoon, and had 
fair baskets of trout. 

The Ness. 


The salmon fishing on the Ness were opened on Wednesday, and anglers were early 
astir, while the net fishers were plying their vocation from soon after midnight. 
There was only one salmon netted on the Ness, but a number of foul fish were landed, 
and these were, of course, again returned to the water. The one salmon was netted 
on the Laggan Pool. No salmon was caught on the Friar’s Shot; but several sea 
trout were secured. Good fishing was got by ex-Provost Fraser on the Peyera waters. 
The river Ness is in high flood ; nevertheless, anglers had fair trout fishing, baskets 
of from 101b. to 151b. being pretty common. Salmon were quoted at 2s. 6d., and 
trout at ls. to 1s. 3d. per lb. in Inverness, Large quantities of salmon were sent 
from Loch Ness to the London market. 


Tur SALMON SPAWNING SEASON.—The spawning season of 1884-5 in the Tweed 
and its tributaries is believed to have beena favourable one. There have been plenty 
of fish in the rivers, and although a “marked” fish has been seen here and there, 
the salmon disease has so far been trifling, as compared with the last five or six 
years. Salmon angling opened on the 2nd. Rivers running too full for much 
sport yet. . 


PROSPECTS ON THE DON, ABERDEEN.—In answer to yours of the 7th inst., I may 
state that the prospects of spring fishing on the Don were never better than at pre- 
sent. Theriver has been in splendid form during the past three weeks, and large 
quantities of salmon have been running up. I don’t expect any rod-fishing for some 
days, the river being very much swollen. I intend to be present at the opening of 
the net-fishing at Muggemoss, and will send you a card with results,—H. M, D. 


a 


GEORGE JAMES LATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies. sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADY7,) 
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TIVERTON FISHING ASSOCIATION. 


THe annual meeting of the members of the Tiverton Fishing Association was 
held at the Angel Hotel, Tiverton, on Tuesday morning, Mr, W. C. L. Unwin 
presiding. F : 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Major Vialls, the accounts, 
showing a balance of £107 5s. 9d. in hand, as compared with £93 at the end of 
last season, were passed. 

The officers were elected as follows for the ensuing year :—President, Mr. T. 
C. Daniel ; vice-president : Rev. R. B. Carew ; committee : Revs. J. Dickenson, 
G. Owen, Major Vialls, Major Leir, Messrs. T. O. Lazenby, W. North Row, J. 
Barne, and F’. Dunsford. 

The keepers, Hawkins and Hagley for the upper waters, and Halford for the 
lower waters, were reappointed for the season. 

The Chairman stated that he had received a letter suggesting that the number 
of strangers’ tickets be increased from ten to fifteen. 

The Secretary (Mr. Morrell) remarked that the full number was taken up 
last year, and more might have been sold. 

Colonel Kekewich asked why should the number be increased. He believed 
that Mr. Daniel, the owner of a large stretch of water, wished the number to 
remain as at present. 

The Chairman observed that he had received a letter from their president to 
that effect, and suggesting that the rules respecting fly-fishing might remain in 
force. 

Major Vialls said they had better not interfere with existing arrangements. 
They did not want more rods or more money. 

Ultimately Colonel Kekewich proposed that the association should issue the 
same number of strangers’ tickets as before, which was agreed to. 

A letter was read from the Rev. R. B. Carew (Collipriest) expressing a wish 
that the issue of sixpenny tickets might be kept within more reasonable limits 
than last year, when the number of anglers frequenting “‘ the Rag.” was so great 
as to interfere with each other’s sport and injure the grass. 

The Secretary was directed to write to Mr. Carew, informing him that last 
year the number of tickets was reduced from 150 to 100. 

The Chairman said that last year a misapprehension appeared to exist on the 
part of many members with reference to some water near Oakford bridge, and 
belonging to the Hon. Mark Roll, which they had believed to be association 
water. ‘To clear up all doubts, the Hon. Mark Roll’s agent had been written 
to, and he had replied stating that the water at Highley Weir never formed part 
of the association water, but the tenants had the fishing, the right of Mr. Row 
and a few friends to do so being reserved. He (the chairman) asked would it 
be.worth while to ask the farmers to let them have the water for some com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Barnett questioned whether it was in their power to do go, and the Chair- 
man remarking that, of course, they would ask Mr. Row’s permission first, the 
suggestion was adopted. 

Tt was stated that Mr. W. North Row (Cove) had withdrawn from the 
members of the association the privilege of fishing over the water running 
through his estate ; and on the proposition of Mr. T. O. Lazenby, seconded by 
Mr. Barnett, Mr. Row was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his kindness in 
allowing the use of the water fora number of years. 

In reply to a memorial sent to the Great Western Railway Company, Mr. J. 
Campfield, divisional superintendent, wrote stating that the regulations of the 
Board of Trade prohibited railway companies setting down or taking up pas- 
sengers at Cove siding, it not being a properly constructed passenger station. 

It was suggested that some recognition should be made of the services rendered 
by a private keeper named Reed, in detecting two men liming the river last 
season. 

The Chairman concurred, adding that he did not like tospeak, as the man was 
in his employment. 

It was resolved, on the motion of Colonel Kekewich, to give Reed £2. 

The opening day was fixed for the 16th inst. ; and it was also decided to issue 
the usual free tickets on Good Friday. 


COLVILLE MANSIONS. 


BAYSWATER, W. 
Superior Self-Contained FLATS. 


Elegantly Decorated, Modern Improvements, four minutes from Metropolitan 
Railway, Buss to the West-endand City, Telegraph and Post Office by the entrance. 


RENTS FROM £40 TO £130. 
E. G. STRUTT, 9, Colville Mansions, Colville-square, W.; and 43, Finsbury Circus. 


ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel, 











THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM. 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


_Tue Forest and Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 





head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 


History. Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forrsr anv STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; l0s. 6d. for six 
months. 


ublished by the Forrst anp Stream PusBtisHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Srartz, and Rivincton, 
Crown Buildings, 88. Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 8} miles, from Dulver- 
ton-bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets: 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s.; Season, 
10s. An additional 10s, 6d. for Salmon Fishing. 
Tickets can be obtained at “Lion and Lamb 
Hotels.” Good Hotels and Private Lodgings. 
Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and Barle.— 
Further information of 


J. H. BERK, Hon. Sec., 
DULVERTON, 








SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
on a beautiful stretch of the Tay, and 
TROUT FISHING on Loch-na-Craig, both 
with use of Boat Free. 
ALEXANDER NICOL, 
Lessee. 





Section ofthe 
“Tunelm” Built Cane 


Rods. 

Write for Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulars of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuctured by 


W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland. 


5s. SAMPLE PARCEL, 


GUT LINES! GUT LINES!! 
Gut Lines of all kinds, manufactured of the best 

Andalusian Spanish Gut, at astonishing prices. 

Sample Packet of Three Dozen, all kinds 5s, 
Drawn Gut, 2s. 100. Salmon Gut from 4s. 100. 


P. §. BROWN, 
Silkworm Gut Importer & Manufacturer, 
REDDITCH. 
Trade List and Clubs on Application, 








TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, 8. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, 8S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 





For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 


BREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 








form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 


PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me, 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s. 8d., 
11s., and 21s, each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 


(oucHs, COLDS, ASTHMA, 





ine) and NEURALGIA, 


D*® J. COLLIS BROWNE'S 


CHLORODYNE 


A few doses quite effectual. CAUTION. - The 
extraordinary medical reports on the efficacy of 
Chlorodyne render it of vital importance that 
the public should obtain the genuine, which is 
protected by Government stamp, bearing the 
words ‘Dr. J, Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.” 
See decision of Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page 
Wood, Zhe Times, July 16, 1864. Numerous 
testimonials from eminent physicians accom- 
pany each bottle. 


From W. C. WILKINSON, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
‘*T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spas- 
modic cough; the benefit is very marked indeed.” 
Sold in bottles, 1s. 1}d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by 
all Chemists. 





Sole Manufacturer, 


Ji 7, SDAMEA PORT, 


33, Great Russell-street, W.C. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 


and all other 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, ‘'BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


i\} ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
; No. 17, King William Street, Charing Coss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years, Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred)—ROBERT 
P. HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties. 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
ject. Dasy. repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
tion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank to 
carry ‘all arrangements, 





Metal 








KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.RJLE.L,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and Is. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 





King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
“something as good, or even better,” by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
in Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 
Wm. KING, 


1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 





THE CELEBRATED 





MOHAIR CANARY SALM-N FLY 


Noted in The Field, Land and Water, and FISHING 
GAZETTE. 


Prices of The Canary and Modified Canary :— 
Size of iron lin., 10d.; 14in., 1s. ; 1Jin., 1s., ; 1gin., 
1s. 2d. ; 1}in., 1s. 2d.; 1#in., Is. 4d. 5 2in., 1s. 6d. ¢ 
2lin., 1s. 8d.; 2din., Is. 10d.; 2in., 28.3 3in,, 
28. 3d.; 33in., 2s. 6d. 5 3fin., 2s. 9d. each. 

Mohair for dressing the Canary, 4s. per ounce. 
Salmon Flies tied to any pattern on shortest 
notice. Trout and Salmon Rods, Rees, Lines of 
best quality only. Price List from 


JOHN ALEXANDER DUNBAR, Inverness, 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED, 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS. 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE. 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 
SHow Rooms :— 
149, Latte 871, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANOH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 











“ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being allit pretends 

be.” FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight, 7 to 80z. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s, 8d., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 43, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra. 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, $ 
joints, price 9s. 6d. 

1 yard gut cast, ls. 3d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s.5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d, 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100 ; 2s, per 50; and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., 1s.4d.and 1s. 10d.; Salmon, 5s, 
per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 18, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 


Fes. 14, 1885.] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON’S | TE NOTTINGHAM sTYLE, 


TROUSERS, 
STOCKINGS, 
WADERS & 

BROGUES. 


FISHING 
WATERPROOFS ann pate: 


COATS, 
JACKETS, 
CAPES 


AWARDED O3LY GOLD MEDAL AND SPEGIS&L PRIZE AT THE 
I, Hi. E. FOR FISHING GOODS, 


eee and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 





See the 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; 

Any Angler can learn to cast 
hour’s practice. 

A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 

It can be used in situatious where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 

There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 

It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 

In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. 

Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 

Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs, 
Received the Highest Awards in the World atthe Great 

International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; 

General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; 

for Flies ; 

Trout. Reels ; 

for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for 

Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. 

Diplomas of Honour, 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


3/7, Queen Victsria St , London, H.C. 
9 MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


Ficid, November 1st; the FIsHIne 
Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
well with it with Half-an- 


International Fisheries 


Gold Medal for 
Gold Medal 
Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 
Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
Salmon Flies ; 
Also, set 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs,H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 


WM. Sy KUM 











BALL & 60,, 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 


EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES & TOBACCO 
CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES, 


The finest Virginia Cigarette ever 
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produced. For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 
and Tobacco are unsurpassed. They are the most 
popular of all the American Brands. 


SOLD IN 


ALL PARTS 


OF THE WORLD. 


WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAN & CO. 


121, Queen Victoria 


ESTABLISHED JUNE, 1856, 





THE 


LONDON & COUNTY UNITY 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


ON THE 
PERMANENT PRINCIPLE. 
Incorporated under Building Societies Act of 1874. 
ADVANCES MADE ONLY ON FREEHOLD, 
COPYHOLD, & LEASEHOLD PROPERTIES, 
Deposits received at 4 per cent, 

The Advances being only on Real Property, the 
security offered is undeniable. 
SUBSCRIPTION MEETINGS 
Held on the first Wednesday Evening of every 
month between Six and Hight o’clock at 
The AUCTION MART, Tokenhouse Yard, 
LOTHBURY, E.C. 

(At the Back of the Bank), 

“B™ ROOM,” GROUND FLOOR, 

Prospectuses will be forwarded by post, or ean be 
had on application to the Secretary, Mr, JAMES 
GROVER, 87, Robert-street, Chelsea, 8.W. 

The Half- -Yearly Interest on the Completed 
Shares and Deposit Accounts is now in course of 
payment. 

CITY OFFICE—40, ALDERSGATE STREET. 





ICKIE’S VOICE IMPROVER.—AIl 
Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds, Sold 
in packets, 6d. and 1s, each, Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 
Dealer in all kinds of Fish,Aquatic Plants, Beetles,&c, 
for the Aquarium. 
52, KING WILLIAM STREET, 


Street, London, H.C, 
The Tyrolean Musical Box, 


TWO SHILLINGS. 
Post Free, 27 stamps. Hight Tunes, Size 74 by 
24 inch. In a strong polished wood case, with 
German silver fittings, simplified action, con- 
structed ona new principle to play operatic and 
song, with the following tunes—Home Sweet Home 
—Hold the Fort—The Last Rose of Summer—The 
Minstrel Boy—Molly Darling—The Blue Danube 
Waltz—My Love she’s but a Lassie yet—Meet me in 
the Lane, Love—Perhaps she’s on the Railway 
Two for 48 stamps. With Bell, 3s. each. Two 
Bells, 5s. each. J. B, PILLINGER, 140, Blackfriars- 
road, London, 8.E. 
2s.—_TWO SHILLINGS—2s, 
THE 


Popular Printing Press, 


PATENTED. 

Made of Oak, and by steam machinery. Furnished 
with type, ink, two dabs, pricker, instructions, &c. 
Will print cards, programmes, bills of fare, laundry 
lists, labels, &c. Packed and sent free to any part 
of the United Kingdom for 30 stamps, or P.0.0. for 
two shillings and sixpence. J.B. PILLINGER 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, S.E, 

ONE SHILLING. 


The New Pocket Timepiece, 


Size and Shape of Ordinary Watch, with New 
Patent Adjusting Swivel Ring for attaching to 
Watch Guard. 

ONE SHILLING, Post Free 15 Stamps, two for 
27 Stamps, the AMERICAN POCKET TIMEPIECH 
(Patented). Size of an Ordinary Watch ; Hlectro- 
Silver Case, Steel Works, Balanced Action, 
Enamelled Dial, Glass Dome. Each denotes correct 
time, and is warranted for two years, Tobe pro- 
cured only from the undersigned All orders 
executed by return of post. J. B, PILLINGER, 
140, Blackfriars-road, London, 8.E. 





ANGLERS REQUIRING RING Goon, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 
RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 
Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEW 4RK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
ranted perfect action and finish, 4s., 5s., 6s.,7s., and 
8s. each. 

Superior finished Salmon Rods, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s. ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Superior finished Greenheart Fly, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s, 6d.,9s., and 108. each. 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s. 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits, from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s. to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackle at the very cheapest 
rate. 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 





oT 


PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS, 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 


EADE’S 
GOUS AND RHEUMATIC FILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor aieaetion 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL, pS 
“ Dec. 24th, 1883, 

ADE’S “Ihave been troubled with ILLS. 


gout for the last forty years, 


ADE’S and in that time been under ILLS. 
nine doctors, and tried many 

ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ ILLS, 
remedies, but I found no relief 

ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S ILLS, 


PILLS, and since then I have 
ADE’S ailed nothing, 


(Signed) 
ADE’S “FF, W. LONSDALE. 
ADE’S 


ILLS. 


Bees 


Pp 

Do not be persuaded to take 

ADE’S any other Pills for the above pa 

distressing painful disorders, 

as “‘ Eade’s” have been proved 

by thousands to be the safest 

ADE’S and most effectual remedy. pus 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 

ADE’S cine vendors, in bottles, 1s, 14d. ILLS. 

and 2s, 9d. 


“22, St. John-st., Preston.” 





ADE’S ILLS. 


GEORGE EADKE,72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON. 
Race eee Se ee es nena nace SO aS 


A Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
and all nervous and 


®/ PATENT 
PILLS. |B 


Ww 





sleep, frightful dreams, 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relicf in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands ofcas e-. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, aud they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them. 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system, If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health, 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders ef the liver, they act like *“ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physioal energy of 
the humanf rame. These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BEECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time pe 
removed. 

CAUTION. —The public are requested to notice 

that the words “BrEECHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 
i Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T. Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at ls, 14d. and 2s, 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 36 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom. 

N.B,—Full direetiqns are given with eaeh box, 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


ee: IN THE NORTH AND 

WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers conte mplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &e., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 35¢ 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER’: 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,’ 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England.” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s, 6d., in- 
cluding (table d’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Ing< 

land for winter fishing 


Devonshire Rivers. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in 
ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Deven 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire, Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association, 


NEW FISHING JACKET 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
MR. KELSON, 
Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON, 


TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
60, New Bond Street, LONDON. 














Prices and Particulars upon Application. 
ESTABLISHED 1851. 


DE rete aes ay eds BAN K.— 

Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usual 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special cireumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand, 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application, 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

March 31st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions 








OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIBTY 


OW TO PURCILASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS RER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purpeses. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREBHOLD LAND SOMRTY, 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application, 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 
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England. 
ALNWICK 


AND 
North Northumberland. 
Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 5 
“ Alnwick and County Gazette,’ 


which is the only paper in this District, and has a 
large circulation. 


ALTON 


(Hampshire). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Alton and Petersfield Observer.” 


AMBLESIDE AND 
LAKE DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the Lake District 
should advertise in the 
“ Ambleside Herald, Lakes News, and 

Visitors’ List,” 


Also “Bowness Herald,” &c. 


ARUNDEL 


(Sussex). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District, orinany 
other part of Sussex, Surrey, or Hampshire, should 
advertise in the 

“West Sussex Gazette,” 
Published on Thursdays, which has a circulation in 
the above Counties of over 33,060. For price of 
Advertisements, apply to the Proprietors, Messrs. 
MITCHELL and Co.,, Arundel. 


BARNSTAPLE 


(North Devon). 

Gentlemen who want particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in “ THE NORTH DEVON HERALD.” 
Published Bi-Weekly : Every Thursday Morning, 
price One Penny, eight pages, forty-eight columns, 
Times size ; every Monday Afternoon, price One 
Halfpenny. “THE HERALD” is at once the 
Cheap and Popular Local and County Journal, and 
has by far the Largest Circulation of any Paper 
published in North Devon. Advertisements must 
reach the Head Offices, 106, High-street, Barnstaple, 
on Monday Mornings and Wednesday Evenings. 


BARNSTAPLE 
NORTH DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the District should 
advertise in the 

“North Devon Journal.” 
(Hstablished 1824.) 


BATH. 


Anglers requiring QUARTERS in Bath or 
neighbourhood should advertise in the 
“Bath Argus.” 
THE OLDEST AND LARGEST DAILY PAPER 
IN THE COUNTY, 
And largest 1d. Paper in the West of England. 
Enquiries as to the best Waters and how to fish 
them will be gladly inserted FREE in Zhe Bath 
Argus, 


























BATH. 


GentYemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District sheuld 
advertise in the 


“Bath Journal.” 


BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





“ Bathand Cheltenham Gazette.’ 


MARTIN WOOD, Proprietor, 12, Old Bond- 
street, Bath. 


BATH & CHIPPEN- 
HAM. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 
“ Bath Herald, North Wiltsand Somer- 

* set Guardian.” 

Published daily ; Weekly Edition, Saturday ; 
Visitors’ List, Thursday. Prepaid Advertisements : 
18 words once, 6d. ; Six times, 1s. 6d. Offices :— 
North Gate, Bath, and High-street, Chippenham. 
re 


BERWICK-ON- 
TWEED. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Berwick Journal,” &c., or in 
* Berwickshire News.” 
Offices ; 25, High-street, Berwick, and Market- 
place, Duns, Berwickshire, 
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BERWICK-ON 
TWEED. 


entlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
ERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 
“Border Counties Gazette.” 
Offices : Berwick-on-T'weed. 


BISHOP AUCKLAND 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Auckland Times and Herald.” 
53, Market-place, Bishop Auckland. 


BLANDFORD 


(Dorset). 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 








“ Blandford Express.” 


BOGNOR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





, 


“ Bognor Observer.” 


BOSTON 


(Lincolnshire). 

Anglers wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Boston Guardian,” &c. 


BRIGHTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Brighton Standard.” 
(Fashionable Visitors’ List.) 

Established 1865. Published every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, price 3d. 

35, Hast-street, Brighton. 


BRIGHTON. 


Geritlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Brighton Guardian and Sussex and 


Southern Counties General 
Advertiser.” 


34, North-street, Brighton, 


BRISTOL and BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Bristol Mercury and Daily Post,” 
Prepaid rates for which are 20 words for 6d. 
Office : 85, Broad-street, Bristol. 


BRISTOL. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of PISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Daily Bristol Times and Mirror.” 


Offices : New Post-Office-road, Small-street, 
Bristol; and 150, Fleet-street, London. T. D. 
TAYLOR, SON, and HANKINE, Proprietors. 


CLIFTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

Clifton Chronicle.” 

The charge for advertisements of this class is 20 
words for 6d, and 3d. for every additional 10 words, 
prepaid. 
Advertisements 




















received for the FISHING 
GAZETTE. 

Proprietors: E. AUSTIN and SON. Offices’: 

8, Rodney-place, and Regent-street, Clifton ; and 


18, Small-street, Bristol, 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Gentlemen contemplating a visit to The Anton, 
The Test, the Houghton Waters, oF other Rivers 
in the neighbourhood of Andover, Stockbridge, 
Whitchurch, Chilbolton, &c., and wanting parti- 
culars about FISHING WATERS and QUARTERS 
in North Hants, should advertise in the 

_. “Andover Advertiser,’ 
(Published every Friday at Andover), which has 





the largest circulation in the neighbourhood of 


these celebrated trout streams, 


HAVERFORDWEST. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about PISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the excellent Fishing 
District of Haverfordwest should advertise in the 

“ Haverfordwest Telegraph.” 

All letters addressed to the Editor will receiv® 
prom pt attention, 

Haverfordwest 
March 2nd. 


The EXE, the BARLE, 
The CULM. 


jentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING in 
either of these Devonshire Streams should adver- 
tise in the 
“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 

Herald.” 

Prepaid Advertisements, 20 Words for 1s.— 
Address, GREGORY and 80N, Gazette, Tiverton, 
Devon. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Boston Independent and Lincolashire 
Advertiser.” 


Advertisements (24 words, ls. ; excess in propor- 
tion) should be sent to Boston Independent, Boston. 


MARLOW. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Bucks Herald.” 


5, Walton-street, Aylesbury. Prepaid advertise- 
ments : 20 words, 1s.; 28, Is. 6d.; 36, 2s, Three 
insertions, 2s, 6d., 4s., and 5s. 


SOMERSET. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS, 
ADVERTISEMENTS are inserted once in each 
of the undermentioned Newspapers at the charge 
of ONE SHILLING for the first line and SIX- 
PENCE each additional line, for the whole seven 
publications. 
Prepayment must be made in all cases in which 
the charge is less than 8s. A line contains eight 
words on an average. 
1—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
published at Taunton on Saturdays, Twelve 
pages—the largest paper in the West of 
England. Price 3d. Established 1836. 

2—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
1d. Edition, on Thursdays and Saturdays. 

3.—“ Western News,” published at Taunton. 

4.—“ Bridgwater Mercury,” published at 
Bridgwater. 

5.—“ Devonand Somerset Weekly News,” 
published at Tiverton and Wellington. 

6.—* Western Advertiser,” published at 
Yeovil. 

7.—‘Chard, Ilmiaster and Axminster 
Weekly Advertiser,” published at 
Chard. 

Orders are received at the Somerset County 
Gazette Office, Taunton; the Bridgwater Mercury 
Office, Bridgwater; the Weekly News Office, 
Tiverton; and the Western Advertiser Office, 
Yeovil. 

Advertsements inserted in these papers are 
brought before the public every day. 


TIVERTON & NORTH 
DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this important 
Angling District should advertise in the 


“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 
Herald,” 
Tiverton, Devon, 


Trout Fishing commences 




















GaHales. 








ABERGAVENNY. 


Gentlemen wanting partieulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district sheuld 
advertise in, and refer to, the 

“ Abergavenny Chronicle.” 








Scotland. 


AYRSHIRE 
AND GALLOWAY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in these Districts 
should advertise in the 
“Ayr Advertiser; or, West Country 

and Galloway Journal.” 

Published in Ayr every ‘Thursday. T, M. 
GEMMELL and SON, Proprietors. 
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HOW TO GET INFORMATION 


ABOUT ANGLING PLACES, 


ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen desiring information re- 
garding 


FISHING WATERS 
QUARTERS 
IN 


ABERDEENSHIRE AND THE NORTH 
OF SCOTLAND 
ought to 


ADVERTISE IN THE 


‘ Aberdeen Journal,” 
The Leading Morning Newspaper. 


AND 


The JOURNAL is read in eyery Country 
House or Hotel ; is sold at all Railway 
Stations, and has a Larger and More 
Influential Circulation than any other 
Daily Newspaper North of Glasgow. 





ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen wishing particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Northern Advertiser,” 


the best medium for Advertisements in the North 
East of Scotland. 

Published every Tuesday and Friday by JOHN 
AVERY and CO., Limited. 





AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise inthe ~ 


“ Ayrshire Post.” 
53, Newmarket-street, Ayr, N.B. 


AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting information about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Ayr Observer and Galloway 
Chronicle.” 
JAMES M. FERGUSON, Publisher, Observer 
Buildings, Ayr. 


BLAIRGOWRIE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in East Perthshire or 
West Forfarshire—a district where there are many 
Rivers and Lochs—should advertise in the 

“Blairgowrie Advertiser.” 
Published every Saturday. Large and influential 
circulation. Terms moderate. 

Head Office : Reform-street, Blairgowrie. 


CASTLE DOUGLAS. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Kirkcudbrightshire Advertiser and 
alloway News.” 


Castle Douglas, N.B. 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE 
and Galloway. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in Dnmifries-shire, 
Kirkeudbrightshire, or Wigtownshire, should 
advertise in the 
“Dumfries and aera Courier and 

erald.” 
Published Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Offices : 8, Queen-street, Dumfries, N.B. 


DUNOON. 


(Argyleshire). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Argyleshire Standard,” 
the largest and most extensively-circulated Loca 
Paper. Publishers : J. H. and R. INGLIS, Dunoon- 
road, Sandbank. INGLIS'S HANDY GUIDE TO 
DUNOON AND ENVIRONS, post free for 3d. 


DUNOON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Cowal Watchman.” 


Published every Wednesday. Publishers and 
Proprietors ; J, HE, and R, INGLIS, Dunoon-road, 
Sandbank, 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 
A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
248, per Gall. | "sna carsiage aia.’ 488, per Dozen. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, B.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 








Nea Ede Ovi}; 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. ; 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 














ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
fi sae ‘aa part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
is 12s. 6d. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo, Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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THE RIVER EDEN, CUMBERLAND. 


SOME queries of ours last week are answered by our Carlisle corre- 
spondent, “ Silver Grey,” in his river report this week. We hope 
Mr. W. Oldham Chambers will see this report, and also all chub 
anglers. 

From the information sent us, we find that the following are the 
Carlisle Angling Association’s 

REGULATIONS. 

Permission to angle for salmon and trout in the river Eden extends 
from Hole Wrangle Beck to Bransty Rock, and from the foot of Ion’s 
Water to Millbeck on the east side. Between Wetheral Bridge and 
Warwick Bridge on the west side (for trout only). From the Beck 
Foot at Botcherby Lane-end on the south-west side to the foot of 
Mr. Gillespie’s land above Knockupworth Gill; and on the north- 
east side from Brunstock Beck to the Weaver’s-lane, below Gosling 
Beck ; and from Etterby Thorn to the end of Cargo-lane. 

Anglers to use only a single-handed rod in the Wetheral Water. 
About five miles of salmon water and six miles of trout water. 
About half the salmon waiter is not of much value in the spring. 

Rod-fishing for salmon commences Feb. 16, and ends Nov. 15. 
Rod-fishing for trout commences Feb. 2, and ends October 1. 


STRANGERS’ TICKETS. 


Salmon and Trout The Season Reo om 
Do. One Week awe 10 6 
Do. One Day a FOE CO 
Trout only 466 The Season model = Ie 
Gs $ jccs At One Week CG) fay M0) 


Licenses CHARGED BY THE EDEN CONSERVANCY BOARD. 
Obtainable from T. H. Hodgson, Esq., The Courts, Carlisle. 


Salmon Rod License ... The Season Nee Te 1 et 0) 
Do. tos One Week or any i 5 

: yy 0) 
portion thereof : 


Trout Rod License Pee he Season) serene Ole 2 
Do. aes ... One Week or any 01 
: S06 portion thereof 


oo 


ee eS 


EELS GORGED WITH SALMON EGGS. 


Our Kidderminster correspondent mentions the fact that several 
fine eels have been taken in that district gorged with salmon ova. 
[Pre nr a tg 


ANNUAL DINNER OF THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


THE annual dinner of the above society will take place at the 
Holborn Restaurant (Venetian Salon), Grand entrance, High Holborn, 
on Wednesday, the 4th of March. Chairman, Mr. Daniel Grant, 
M.P.; vice-chairman, Mr. Matthew H. Blamey. Stewards, Mr. 
R. C. Blundell, Mr. R. S. Fennings, Mr. H. Gray, Mr. N.F. Harrisson, 
Mr. T. Huggett, Mr. F. Lemann, Mr. C. P. Wheatstone. The Venetian 
Salon will accommodate 200 guests, is beautifully decorated, lighted 
by electricity, and fitted with all the modern appliances for ventila- 
tion. Dinner tickets, price 8s. 6d. each (excluding wine), may be had 








of the stewards, or of the hon. sec. The musical arrangements will 

be under the management of the hon. sec. Dinner on table at 5.30 

p.m. for 6 o’clock precisely. JAMES LANDER, Hon. sec. 
95, Sutherland Gardens, W. 


N.B.—The distribution of prizes will take place at the society’s 
room, on Wednesday, the 11th day of March next. 





RECENT PIKE FISHING. 


Messrs. T. R. SACHS, R. B. Marston, and S. W. Searle, fishing in a 
reservoir, last Tuesday, caught twenty brace of pike, going from 4 to 
14]lb. in weight. Most of the fish were found to be very forward for 
the time of year, and all but two were returned to the water. 





A DAY’S FISHING IN GLEN ALMOND. 


AFTER an absence of several -years, it was my good fortune in the 
beginning of August to spend a brief holiday at my native town of 
Crieff. The town is beautifully situated, with the Vale of Strathearn 
stretching away to the south, where the horizon is bordered by the 
chain of low hills known as the Ochils. Northwards the fir-clad 
Knock Hill forms a charming background to the town, which has 
of late years greatly improved, and become a favourite summer 
resort for visitors. Beyond this, on every side, rise and roll 
backwards the lower slopes of the Grampian range, bright in summer 
with the purple glow of heather, with here and there on their faces 
deep, irregular scars which mark the course of various burns which 
le into the Turret, and eventually become tributary to the river 
arn, 

It is impossible to stay at Crieff within sight, and sound, too, of so many 
tempting streams without longing forarod andline. JI was eager to renew some 
of my boyish experiences on these same mountain streams. Great was my 
disappointment, therefore, to find every fisherman I spoke to complaining of the 
prolonged drought and the lowness of the water, as making it useless to fish 
until a spate should come. Determined for a trial, spate or no spate, I set off 
after breakfast on Monday, August 11th, to have, at least, a walk among the 
brake and heather, and forget the cares of life in listening again to the music 
of the burns rushing down the mountain side. My brother, a keen and 
successful fisherman, well acquainted with every stream for miles around, 
assured me that I would do nothing with the fly, but might, perhaps, get a few 
small trout with the worm, if I fished with a Stewart tackle. With worm I 
went prepared, but was anxious first of all to try the fly. After a walk of 
nearly two hours up the hillside, I reached the object of my travel. The noise 
of the water gladdzned my heart, and though the burn was very low, and clear 
almost as crystal, nothing daunted, I got rod and tackle together, and mounting 
two flies—a March brown and a blue dun—TI started fishing up stream with a 
very long line, keeping as well back .as possible, throwing the flies behind 
boulders and in the roughest of the water. For an hour I laboured in vain, 
getting just one or two rises to give me hope. At last I was fortunate in 
throwing a wee trembling troutie into the heather behind me. Taking 
heart at this, I sat down to rest ard have luncheon “far from the 
madding crowd,” and then pursued my course up stream. Getting my hand 
and eye more accustomed to the work, I became more successful. Gradually 
one trout after another was safely placed in my basket. About three o’clock I 
turned. my steps homeward in good spirits at having caught two dozen trout. 
Most of them were small, as the burn trout generally are ; but I felt that I had 
made a fair beginning. 

The sight of my humble take rather surprised my brother when I got back to 
tea, for he had expected me to return empty-handed, and was still more 
astonished when I told him I had fished only with the fly. ‘“ Ye have done 
very well, an’ the water so low,” was his commendation. ‘Wve a good mind to 
try the Almond to-morrow myself ; but itis a long walk, and you will be too 
tired to go after to-day’s exertion.” I assured him that I was ready for 
anything in the shape of walking. “We might get a sea-trout if we get there 
early in the morning.” This probability further increased my desire to try 
the Almond. After talking the matter over, we resolved to start at midnight 
so as to get to the water, some seven miles off, at daybreak. I lay down, 
therefore, for a few hours’ rest, while my brother saw to the preparation of 
tackle and provisions for our expedition. 

After a substantial supper we swung our baskets over our shoulders, took our 
rods, and got out into the quiet street just as the clock was striking the hour 
of midnight. Our footsteps on the pavement awoke weird echoes in the dark 
street, and we were glad when we had left the town behind us and were leisurely 
tramping along the old Perth road. ‘“ Twhoo, twhoo!” startled us as we passed 
the woods of Ferntower. The owl was also abroad seeking for his prey, and it 
is many a long day since I heard his cry, ‘“'Twhoo, twhoo.” On we went, 
turning to the left, through the slumbering village of Gilmertonand up the Monzie 
hill, talking all the way as to our prospects with the fish, and those of the 
“gentry” with the grouse when the day should dawn. After passing Fulford Inn 
our ears caught the rumble of wheels in the distance, and presently we met two 
empty carriages returning to the town, probably after taking sportsmen from a late 
train to one of the shooting lodges. “It'll be grouse an’ no trout that ye’re 
after,” was the salutation of the coachman as they passed into the darkness. 
These were the only persons we met on our lonely walk, and about two o'clock 
in the morning, still very dark, we entered the mouth of the Lina Glen. We 
could hear the noise of the Almond water rushing below, and could just discern 
a dark-grey line that marked the course of the stream. We had anticipated the 
dawn by an hour or more, so we sat down and rested by the roadside until there 
was suflicient light to put up our tackle. As the grey of the morning came in, 
“Quik, quik, quik, qurr-rr— quik, quik, quik, qurr-rr-rr,’ was heard in 
different directions, as the grouse went in search of breakfast, little knowing 
that in afew hours many of them would be the prey of the sportsman’s gun. 
The Lina glen is a narrow pass winding for some three or four miles among the 
mountains, which occasionally rise abruptly from the edge of the river to the 
height of 1,500ft. or 2,000ft. As the rays of the morning sun came over the 
mountain tops and flooded the glen with light, I never saw it looking more 
beautiful than it did that August morning. The river, clear as amber, rushed 
down its stony channel, on either side of which, for some distance, there was a 
proad, irregular belt of heather, all in perfection of purple blossom, while above 
that there frowned down upon us the rough, weather-beaten features of the 
blue mountain crags. In the course of the morning a shepherd with his dogs 
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came upon the scene, and with intense delight I watched the sagacious collies 
go off in different directions to turn out the sheep from behind rocks and corners 
in order to be numbered by the shepherd, who leisurely walked down the road, 
now and again shouting in Gaelic some’message to the dogs. 

But I must return to our fishing. With hardly light enough to see our lines, 
we started fishing up stream with the Stewart bait. Fishing with the Stewart 
bait has many disadvantages as compared with fly-fishing. Try your best, you 
will sometimes stick fast amid stream behind a big boulder, and there is nothing 
then to be done but break your line or go into the water and relieve your hooks. 
I prefer the latter course to losing my line, and more than once in the first 
hour I had to put on the best face I could and plump down over the knees into 
the rushing stream. This was not altogether pleasant. The water was very 
cold, and I got so chilled that I could hardly bait my hooks, While I was getting 
out of the water from one of these relieving expeditions, my brother, who was 
some distance ahead, shouted forme to come up. AsI ran up I saw that his 
rod was well bent. Ina wild part of the stream he had hooked a sea-trout. 
After a little exciting play I got the landing net under him, and he lay quietly 
on the bank, a beautiful fish, with its black back and silvery belly, weighing 
close upon 2lb. “Bravo! asea-trout. Perhaps we shall get another.” Away 
I went again with fresh hopes, and occasionally managed to basket a small trout. 
I was getting again dreadfully cold about five o'clock, when I came upon a 
tempting spot where the water rushed down between two great boulders in the 
middle of the stream, and was beaten back in angry foam by a third boulder a 
little below. Into the roughest of the rush I threw my bait. In a moment I 
felt my line gosnack, snack. I struck, and splash—splutter—splash—went the 
tail of a lovely sea-trout on the surface of the water. He fought well for his life, 
but with my brother’s help I managed to get him out some distance below where 
I hooked him. “TI should not wonder if there’s another lying behiad those 
stones.” “Try again.” Try again I did, and in two minutes I was again 
shouting with glee that I had hooked another. This was landed more easily 
than the first, being better hooked. They weighed 13lb. each, and were the 
first sea-trout I have caught. Iwas very excited over this good fortune, and 
forgotall about cold. For two or three hours we fished away, but saw no more 
sea-trout. My brother above me, I could see, was doing execution among the 
yellow trout, basketing one after another in quick succession. Not so fortunate 
or so skilled, a few at short intervals came into my hands, About eight o’clock 
the sun shone full up the glen. Clouds of midges danced above the water, and 
began to bite ears, neck, and cheeks most mercilessly. The cold of the morning 
suddenly gave place to intense heat, the sun’s rays almost scorched the back, and 
the midges were most irritating. We had now fished over four miles of water, 
and were getting tired and hungry. 

Down among the heather we lay and had breakfast, and talked over the 
adventures of the morning. We counted our fish. My brother had one sea- 
trout weighing close on 2lb., two yellow trout of 3lb. each, and four dazen 
smaller ones. My basket contained two sea-trout, 14]b. each, and a score of 
small yellow trout. It was too bright for further fishing, so after a while we 
took down our rods and started for home, A walk of ten miles, back after 
wet legs and feet, was a more serious matter than the walk of seven miles to the 
river in the dark when we were fresh and eager for the sport. There was no 
help for it, however, so away we trudged, leaving the road and taking a near cut 
over the hill by an old path leading to Fulford Inn. There we found a farm 
servant with an empty cart on the way to Crieff. He readily gave us a lift, and 
though the ride was a very hurly-burly, bone-shaking affair, our weary limbs 
were glad of it, and we got back to the town in time to have one of the sea-trout 
cooked for our dinner, and which we greatly relished after our expedition. 

Duns Scotus. 





HEROIC FISHING. 


J ALWAYS say that,asarule, I get one good day’s good fishing every 
year. ‘This saying was verified in the autumn of last year. Whether 
the fates were propitious to me or not the reader shall determine for 
himself. 

One day early in October my friend Jack, of this town, and myself heard of 
a grand lot of congers being brought on to the beach. We hunted out the 
fishermen, the two Bros. Allen, whom we found to be men of the true fisher- 
type—nother of the beach-loafer about them; their appearance would have 
justified anyone in thinking that they were descendants of the Peggotty 
family. 

We immediately fell in with one another’s views, and decided to start the 
next morning at 6.30. The remainder of the day we occupied in making the 
various arrangements necessary for our. comfort. First of all, men had to be 
engaged to buy up all the bait that came ashore ; then eatables in the shape of 
salt junk, cheese, &c., had to be placed on board the boat. As the start was 
early, we retired to rest soon after dinner. 

We rose early next morning, fully accoutred ourselves in oilskins and sou’- 
westers, and went down to the beach, where we found our men already waiting 
us. When all was ready to start we saw a late trawler setting in for the 
shore, and we delayed our departure fully thirty minutes in the hope of getting 
more bait. We had 58 sleeves (a kind of cuttle-fish), all fresh and alive, and 
100 fresh herrings. If any other party of amateur fishermen had planned to 
start from Brighton that morning for a day’s fishing, I am afraid they fared 
badly in regard to bait, for we had all that had come ashore. 

The morning opened well, the sea was calm, and a fresh breeze favourable 
for us was blowing N.N.W. When four men, and they not small ones either, 
with all their fishing gear get on board a 15ft. boat of the ordinary kind there is 
not much sea-room leftinher. However, everything was taut, and after a little 
time we made ourselves very snug. We launched at low water, thereby haying 
the benefit of the flood tide to go up with. There was one discussion—I am 
afraid that equality was one of the characteristics of our crew—as to a whole 
sail or one reef down, but the whole sail carried the day. Clear of the town, 
our boat travelled at a grand pace, ‘‘ gunwale under,” and as the puffs of wind 
came on us “ Down helm!” and “ Ease sheet!” were the orders. The men were 
thoroughly up to their work, and with light, handy sailing gear the boat stood 
her press of canvas in rare style. Rottingdean was soon passed and then New- 
haven, when, rounding the breakwater of the latter town, we descried about 
half-mile distant riding at anchor inshore of us a rather bigger boat than ours. 
A while and then our boys recognised it as one of their “fleet” in charge 
of a younger brother. Something was wrong they were certain, for, by that 
time of day, the boat in question ought to have been off Brighton, so we decided 
to change our course somewhat and hasten to the rescue. We bore down on 
them, came alongside, made fast, and then jumped aboard, on which we found 
that they had fouled their big trawl and had been unable (two men) to release 
it, They had tried all they knew, but to no purpose, and had therefore re- 
solved to remain until help came, All of us examined with critical eyes the 
torn and tangled trawl, and after various suggestions arranged our force for a 








good tug. With a ‘One, two, three—haul,” we set to work. We soon found 
that whatever had fouled the trawl had left the bottom as the boats were fast 
blowing out to sea. We heaved, hauled, and tugged as if for our very lives till 
we got the trawl right up, made it fast, and could then see that the ground 
rope of the net was tangled in a huge anchor. Strange fishing to be sure ! 
We had no “ purchase” on the boat that would enable us to get the anchor on 
board, so we cut it adrift and it sank heavily. 

We again embarked on our little craft, and so passed on to the particular spot 
which our men discovered a year ago, and have so far reserved to themselves. 
We had baited our long line—one hundred and twenty hooks—on our way 
down. 

As we hoped to finda line which our men left at this place a few days previous, 
we had not brought any buoys with us. The line could not be found ; we there- 
upon shot the line we had across the tide and made the end of the “ trot” taut 
to the anchor, by which means we “rode to” the end of our line. Our hand- 
lines were soon to work, and with them we had fair sport. Just here the tide 
runs so fearfully strong that it is only at slack water that hand-lines can be got 
to “tend.” 

The long line repaid us for our journey: at each haul it gave us plenty of 
good sport. ‘The necessity of buoys was shown at the first working of the line, 
for we had only got about one-third in, and were consequently over the highest 
part of the rocks when the line brought up hard and fast. All the talent in the 
boat was brought to bear, but to no avail; the line would not move, and pre- 
sently snapped off short. We instantly laid out the line that we hadin the boat 
just over where it had parted, and with a little care succeeded in getting in the 
piece-that had broken off. 

The sun gradually sank below the horizon, and night came on. As it became 
darker, so the fish we caught were bigger. The “ gogger”’—ie., the gaff—was 
in frequent demand to lug the thirty-pounders aboard! We divided the work, 
one to row, one to haul in the line, one to take off the fish, and one to re-bait, 
changing rounds constantly. Providing the bait lasted—and this we calculated 
would not be exhausted until 3 o’clock in the morning—we were in fora good 
night’s sport, hoping to get home with the ebb tide. 

The moon rose presently, and the waves as they rolled along its silvery path 
mirrored forth its soft but brilliant light. Our best time for sport was between 
11.30 p.m. till 2.30 a.m, During this time the moon at intervals was obscured 
by the flying scud. Rain fell with squalls, and it was very cold. Later on, it 
cleared up, when we could see well, for the moon again showed in all its 
beauty. 

We had just hauled in the first stone when “Stand by with the ‘gogger’” 
was shouted in excited tones, and in came a rare beauty of full 351b. !—and more 
to follow. This was sport with a vengeance, and it required no mean skill and 
tact to land the beauties. Within a dozen hooks we had three such fish as this 
all in the boat at one time, and safely stowed away without a “ boss” in the line. 
Our dodge was this—you must bear in mind that our boat was an open one and 
had no fish-rooms ; we made a sort of bulkhead for’ard with the backboard, 
where we threw the fish as they were caught ; but when three big ones came in 
at one time we cut off the snoods, making fast the snoods to one of 
bas long oars, This kept the fish clear of the line until we had time to re- 
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At last the bait failed us—it was then half-past three ; the wind, which had 
gone down, was westerly, so we had sixteen miles to pull home. The men did 
not shirk their work ; neither did we, and we succeeded in reaching the old pier 
at 7 o'clock, delighted with our sport. 

Early though the hour was, a crowd soon gathered round when the spoil was 
laid on thebeach. I took tally and counted 93 congers from 5lb. to 40lb. each, 
quite a dozen were over 30lb. each ; 80 husses from 3lb. to 15lb. each ; 15 silver 
whiting, 231b. to 331b. each ; 40 pout whiting, 11b. to 3lb. each; 1 bream, 34Ib. ; 
and 25 dog fish, 1lb. to 18lb. each. We na bles at sea 23 hours, and this was 
our magnificent catch. 

Such a list as the aforesaid ought to emulate many to pay a visit to the 
“‘Queen of watering places,” from there makinga like expedition. The amount 


of sport would well repay them. The place we visited is between Seaford and - 


Crickmere, and though within three-quarters of a mile of the shore, there are ten 
fathom of waters at high tide. The time for fishing must be well chosen, for 
the tides, when they ‘‘ make,” run exceedingly swift and strong at this particular 
spot. 





ANGLING NEAR LONDON. 
DAGENHAM LAKE. 


Hints To Novices, 


THERE is still another way of reaching Dagenham Lake to which I have not 
hitherto alluded, but which I feel compelled to make the subject of my concluding 
chapter—viz., the route from Barking down the lane to “The Chequers.” 

On leaving the station, turn to the left and pass down the road, crossing 
the railway. 

A few paces further on you will find the ‘Spotted Dog,” and see the noble 
animal painted to the life on the signboard in front of the inn. 

Cross over the road directly opposite this hostelry, and go through the 
gateway leading to the extensive market grounds, following the path and crossing 
the new railway line until you come to an immense black gate in a hedgerow ; 
over this formidable obstacle you must climb—and mind you don’t break your 
neck in doing so—and you will be in the lane leading to the Chess Beard, for 
as you approach, it has the appearance of such on a tremendous scale, the white 
‘ene ae particularly conspicucus. After scaling the huge black gate, keep 
to the left. 

Of all the old-fashioned and extraordinary roads that I have ever frequented, 
I never passed through one comparable to this for diversity. Some of the hedges 
are not above 2ft. in height, growing on banks quite a yard high, for the most 
part composed of mud scraped from the road. Others look as though they had 
been to Portland, hada crop, been replanted, and had not quite got over the 
operation. The trees are on a par with the hedges in this respect, some of them 
presenting a most singular appearance. All along the bole, and on the top of 
their tremendous and grotesque trunks, large singular excrescences like 
overgrown warts have established themselves. The pathway is so mixed with the 
road, and the road with the pathway, that in many places it is quite impossible 
to tell which is the one and which is the other. 

For time immemorial no line of demarcation seems to have been drawn or 
attempted between the two. IfI may so designate it, the road seems to laugh 
the ratepayer to scorn, turn up its nose at the vestryman, and treat with 
supreme contempt all parish authorities, from the blustering beadle to the 
pompous surveyor. 

It must be a terrible place in wet weather ; for, although the flat and open 
country between this lane and old Father Thames is intersected with ditches, 
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sluices, and streamlets, there is not the slightest appearance of a ditch or drain 
in the road. All along this lane at various intervals are some of the most 
delightful farmyards—gardens surrounded by the most primitive-looking fences, 
old orchards, singularly-built cottages, homesteads surrounded with outbuildings 
of every description connected with farming, not to mention a huge red brick 
octagonal-looking building on the right, large enough for a workhouse, and ages 
ago said to contain as many windows as there are days in the year. It is 
surmounted bya huge round turret—an old monastery, I suppose. Guy Fawkes 
might have lived there. So might Baron Alphonso De Barken. The man “ wot 
minds the cows lives there now.” Good—very. 


“To what base uses we may return.” 


Lilliputian houses not much larger than rabbit hutches may be seen, on the 
top of which a tall man could easily place his hand ; glorious old barns (one in 
particular, about the same shape as Noah’s ark, and quite as large) it does your 
heart good to look upon—they recall so many old and dear associations, and last, 
but not least, a forge. What about the lake? Ah, me! a forge! a forge! 
What about the lake, I say ? I forgot all about the lake! If you recollect, I 
told you in my last communication it was not necessary to use heavy leads when 
fishing this water ; all the tackle should be as light as possible. And this remark 
applies to all pond fishing. I say, if you are one of those peculiar mortals who 
prefer legering 60 or 80 yards from the side, when you can catch more fish 6 or 8 
yards from the side, you must use heavier weights than when fishing nearer 
the shore. The novice can only learn these things by experience. In throwing 
out such long distances, unless he understands what sort of rod to use, and how 
to manipulate his reel ; unless he knows exactly in what position to stand, and 
how to sweep the point of his red over the water when in the act of making his 
cast or throw, I expecthe would make a terrible mess of it. He might find 
his leger on the bank. Nothing is more easy when you know how ; but to a 
novice it is like betting “on the nod ’’—rather a dangerous game. 

Under these circumstances, I cannot do better than refer him to the work 
which I mentioned in a previous letter, “Float Fishing in the Nottingham 
Style,” by “The Trent Otter.” A new and enlarged edition of this excellent 
work will appear in due course. Getit by all means, for if you do not find 
much grandiloquent and fine-sounding language, I tell you what you will find: 
some good, sound sense, the result of much study and experience. From what I 
could gather from the keeper, there are holes to be found in this lonely and 
solemn pool well suited for the style of angling called “cupping ;”’ or, in other 
words, legering with bread and bran. What follows is from a well-known and 
very high authority :—‘‘ The great thing is to have the bread and bran so stiff 
and well kneaded together that it will not flake or break up too soon. To prevent 
this, it should be almost as stiff as clay. When ready, take a piece about the 
size of a walnut, and make a hollow in the centre with the ball of your thumb, 
then put in the bait and close carefully up, lowering it gently into the water.” 
I say, you must not throw it in with a “ plop,” but lower it as gently as possible. 
It will fall to pieces quite soon enough. 

This is a capital plan for getting the fish together without giving them a 
surfeit. 

The rod for this kind of fishing (from the bank) should be 18ft. or 20ft. 
long, not quite so long as those used at Wimbledon, A well-balanced, light, 
stiffish cane, with rather a sharp strike, without rings or reel, will be found the 
best for this work. 


NOTICES OF FISHING TACKLE, &c. 


ConSIDERING the numerous uses to which indiarubber is especially adapted by 
Messrs. Anderson, Anderson, and Anderson, 37, Queen Victoria-street, E.C., it 
would not be so very surprising one of these days to hear of an exhibition 
organised solely of Indiarubber manufactures and the substances allied to it. 
All materials of this description suitable to anglers and sporting gentlemen are 
kept here in ample variety. The new and improved waterproof salmon fishing 
jacket, which Mr. Kelson recommends, has now been completed in all details. 
‘And their new shade of colour for waders is sure to take by salmon fisherman, 
for the “Slate Angola,” as it is termed, is not so much seen when wading as the 
old-fashioned material, and pure rubber being only used, instead of a much more 
common compound of ingredients which always required so much watching and 
repairing ; whilst the overall leggings, the leather and waterproof tweed and 
tanned canyas leggings supply the needs of punt fishermen. 

The ‘“ Wellington’s,’ ‘ Napoleon’s,” and snow boots are kept ready made in 
all sizes, particular attention having been given to those christened “ Polar 
Boots,” to check the insinuating influence of snow water. The “ Butcher” and 
“Thigh” boots are noted for their extreme lightness and durability; they 
require no dressing, are lined with leather, and, if treated fairly, will last 
several seasons in everyday use. 

Then there are also fishing-stockings, and brogues with good thick soles, ex- 
panding fishing-bags, and various other kinds of waterproofs, including ven- 
tilated fishing jackets with inner cuffs to prevent the arms from becoming wet, 
and the ‘‘ Buckland,” which is a great favourite, and has all the modern im- 
provements. é 

Messrs. Anderson and Co. not only undertake to protect the angler from 
inclemency of the weather and enable him to wade with comfort, but they also 








supply him with means of floating on the water whilst engaged in his favourite 


pursuit. We refer to their portable Indiarubber boats, which alike are useful 
on salmon and other rivers; for wild fowl shooting, and for exploring and 
pleasure purposes. “i 

For tourists and travellers there are numberless commodities, such as the 
tourist’s knapsacks with side pockets, the yokes being conveniently arranged to 
fit the back of the wearer. And there are the plainer sorts as well. The 
“ Swiss” haversack isan excellent light waterproof satchel for tourists on short 
walking excursions. Waterproof game bags, gun covers, and cartridge bags 
also to suit the needs of the sportsman.. The “ En-route’’ pack, as its name 
implies, is a case for holding articles required to be used on a journey when the 
larger packages are not come-at-able. It is strongly made of tanned water- 
proof canvas, and stands a great deal of knocking about. Amongst other 
requisites there are ‘holdalls ” for carrying coats, cloaks, rugs, umbrellas, rods, 
and the like. : : : : 

The airproof goods form another class of articles. Invalid cushions, pillows, 
and reeded cushions suggestive of ease and comfort, and otheruseful inventions 
in the shape of hot-water bottles and many other appliances for times of sick- 
ness. Besides these, we find indiarubber door-mats, which seem _to have ever- 
lasting wear, as no ordinary usage sensibly affects them ; they require no beating, 
never clog, and are readily cleaned with water. They have proved of much 
service in baths, laundries, steam launches, carriages, and churches. And we 
noticed the “ Squeegees” for cleaning muddy pavements and tiled passages and 
floors. To givea further and brief idea of the manifold purposes to which 
Indiarubber is applied by this enterprising firm, we may mention one other of 


the numberless items—namely, the Horse-shoe Pads (Downie and Harris's 
patent), which are of such importance as to call for special notice. They are 
rapidly coming into general use, having gained the high approval of all veterinary 
surgeons and owners of horses who have hitherto tried them. 

_ At the International Fisheries Exhibition, Messrs. Anderson and Co. were 
awarded two gold metals, one bronze medal, and a special £5 prize for the best 
collection of angler’s waterproof apparel, to which we particularly call our readers 
attention, besides taking the lead at several other exhibitions, before and since 
here, and on the Continent, and at the other end of the globe. : 





SALMON POACHING IN THE LUGG—HEAVY PENALTY—THE 
KNIFE. 


Ar the County Police Court, Hereford, on Saturday, before J. G. Woodhouse, 
Esq., and Major Dew, Alfred Reece, St. Owen’s-street, Hereford, was summoned 
for unlawfully catching a certain salmon in close season on Jan. 21, in the river 
Lugg, at Hampton Bishop, and Thos. Hull Jupley was charged with being in 
possession of a certain salmon otherwise than for scientific purposes at Hampton 
Bishop on the 21st of January. The case against Preece was first heard. Mr. 
Corner prosecuted for the Wye Board of Conservators. Philip Morgan, water- 
bailiff, deposed that on the 21st January he was on duty at Hampton Bishop 
along with a fellow water-bailiff. Between twelve and one he saw the defendant 
and a man named Hull on the banks of the Lugg. Later he saw the defendant 
go to the river, where salmon were spawning, and work his hand about. Hull 
was watching. The defendant afterwards tried other parts of the river. At 
the last place he saw the defendant jerk something out of the water. Hull 
then approached the defendant, and they ran away in the direction of a shed. 
Hull had a bag with something in it under his left arm. Neither the defendant 
nor Hull had anything under their arm when they went down to the river. 
He followed the men into the shed. He saw the defendant there, and he heard 
a noise of someone on the loft. He asked the defendant to give up possession 
of the line which was thrown into the water, but he refused to do so. He said 
he must have it, whereupon the defendant said he should not, and pulled a 
knife out of hispocket. The defendant held the knife within six inches of his 
body, and asked if he wished to be stabbed. He then left the defendant, and 
ascended the loft, where he found a bag containing a large salmon. He drew the 
defendant’s attention to the fact that there was blood on his clothing. The 
salmon was quite fresh, and blood was flowing from a wound on the head and 
gills. Henry Pearce, who was on the Lugg with the last witness, gave corro- 
borative evidence. The defendant said he knew nothing of the matter. Before 
adjudicating in this case, the Bench decided to hear a charge against the man 
Hull. The evidence was almost a recital of that already given. 

The Chairman said they considered both cases bad ones, but more especially 
in the case of Preece, who threatened to use the knife. Preece would be fined 
£4, together with £1 for the fish, and 11s. costs, or two months imprisonment, 
and Hull would have to pay a fine of £1 and 11s. costs. Time to pay refused. 





TROUT FISHING IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Tur prospects of the season 1885 are good. The members of the 
Worcester Club, also the members of the St. John’s Amateur Anglers, 
are making great efforts to stock their club waters. The president of 
the Worcester Club, Mr. Martin Pirks, at his own cost, put into the Leigh 
Brook 2,000 young trout. This stream runs near North Malvern, 
draining and beautifying the valley on the west side of the hills until it breaks 
through near Old Storage, then on to Leigh, joining the river Teme in that 
parish. Several miles of this trout stream have been taken for a term of years 
by the Worcester Club, also a like distance on the Teme. The St. John’s Club 
have again taken the Lower Teme Fishery on the west side from Powick’s 
Old Bridge down to its mouth, through our friend, Willis Bund, Esq., 
whose residence is situated on one of the most beautiful spots upon the banks 
of the Teme, and near the mouth of the Langhern Brook, where his pastures 
extend for some distance along this fishery—I say through “our” friend, Mr. 
W. B., who is a lover of the gentle art, the St. John’s Club have the exclusive 
right to angle. It may be interesting to some of your readers to find that this 
club held its annual meeting last week, when the chairman presented to the 
winners the following prizes :—First prize, an oil painting given by their pre- 
sident, Wm. Pugh, Esq., for the greatest aggregate weight, won by J. A. 
Griffin (all his fish were taken with the fly) ; second, Mr. M. Pirks ; third, Mr. 
Porter ; fourth, Mr. Pasey ; fifth, Mr. Burgess ; sixth, the Sec., Mr. Hill, who 
read the report, which gave great satisfaction, and several prizes were offered 
for the present season—I should say the coming season—for we do not think 
of taking trout yet. April is quite soon enough, then the fish can give a little 
sport before he is taken. I forgot to say that the president and Mr. Drew also 
took prizes for first and second best pike. I have seen the February Red on 
the wing. Our streams are full of muddy water, and the old salmon are 
gone down from Powick. Just before the rain came, I counted fifteen pairs 
of salmon on the fords, and at Christmas I counted over fifty at the pass of 
the weir. Not one fish got up, either trout or salmon, 
J. A. Grirrin, Lower Wick. 





ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES,—No. 20. 





By Mr. Gro. M. Krxson. 


4, 5, 6—Usk PATTERNS, 

Srxce writing the last number upon this subject, I understand the authorities 
at Usk have taken a fresh district, and considerably increased their- charges for 
angling. Iam unable to give the exact details ; but from a very good source I 
learn that Mr. Berrington’s water at Panty-Goitre has been leased by the 
association. It remains to be seen how this extra three or four miles of 
splendid fishing will benefit the members. It appears to me that if the already 
crowded list is to be increased numerically the residents at Usk will be still 
further handicapped, especially in low-water times, unless the boundary of the 
new ticket-holders terminates at the Chain Bridge. Notwithstanding the 
“Swan Catch ”—one of the best low-water casts upon the river—and one or 
two others, ‘there is really only room there then for one or two rods, and although 
the few other spots might hold a fish or two, the probability is that there would 
be a general rush in dry seasons nearer to the sea, that is, below the town 
bridge. Would not this create much dissatisfaction and endless complaints ? 

Except those gentlemen who keep their carriages, it is not very likely the 
angling community residing at Usk would frequent the Panty-Goitre catches— 
that is to say, unless it were an occasional “rod” or two after a flood, Fifteen 
or sixteen miles drive means not only a couple of hours loss of time in the 
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morning, but a somewhat heavy pecuniary outlay during the season, Then, 
again, there are no private apartments nearer than Abergavenny, three miles 
higher up. The Swan Inn, however, is a first-class roadside hostelry, close to 
the water, absurdly cheap, and not bad bachelor’s quarters. Another advan- 
tage of taking rooms there is that the attentive landlord knows every inch of 
the water. 

This river is the best in the country, not only for salmon, but also for trout. 
T do not believe that I over-estimate the mark in stating there are between 
3,000 and 4,000 salmon taken annually with the fly between Brecon and New- 
bridge. The fishing commences as usual upon 1st April. But the trouting season 
opened last Monday—not under the most favourable circumstances, though, as the 
water was too high. The usual spinning baits and worms are again allowed. 
Occasionally we hear of a 7 or 8-pounder being captured, but ten or twelve 
brace a day, averaging 1lb., is only an ordinary performance with flies. The 
best trout flies for this river may be obtained of Mr. Superintendent Acteson, 
Trostrey Weir, Usk, ata small charge. Our small Kent and Hampshire flies are 
not of much use there. The local “ Iron Blue” is one of the most popular, as 
a general fly, but it is dressed of a different colour, and twice as large, having 
avery thin body. : ‘ 

It is my present intention to illustrate only a few salmon flies for this water, 
and they should be classed as “‘ General Flies.” 

The “Knee Cap” has a very Usky appearance. It is not an old design ; but 
when I brought it out a few years since I opened the ball with it by killing 
eleven fish in succession in dead, low water, and I have the self-same fly by 
me now. 

IT always refer to Farlow when I allude to this pattern. He purchased the 
whole of the uncommon fowls which provide these extraordinary hackles, and 
his is the only firm at present which can possibly supply the true specimen. 

I need not tell you that even spurious imitations “ kill,” as, indeed, would any 
fly with appropriate colours and such a wing ; but the grand attraction lies in 
the hackle from which this fly derives its name. It will be seen by the illustra- 
tion to be the “exact opposite” of a Coch-y-bonddu, having the black streak in 
the middle of the fibres, instead of at the root of them. 

In comparing this drawing with the former one it would appear to the 
ordinary eye to be a very similar sketch. But, on the contrary, the fly provides 
a capital change. In all of these—till we come to the grubs—there are wings 
and hackles, and in the absence of paint (to thé uninitiated or to one unable to 
carry the colours in his mind from the descriptive particulars) there must of 
necessity be some similarity. 





THe KNEE Cap 


may be described as follows :— 


Tag : Gold twist, and light blue silk. 

Tail : Golden tippet, florican, teal, scarlet ibis, yellow macaw, and powdered 
blue macaw. 

Butt: Black herl. 

Body : Bright red claret seal’s fur (two turns) and light dirty orange seal’s fur. 

Ribbed : Gold tinsel. 

Hackle : Knee cap, from orange fur. 

Wings: Dark mottled turkey, florican, pintail, golden pheasant tail, peacock, 
powdered blue macaw, black cockatoo’s tail, and parrot in strands : two strips 
black turkey, white tipped, over. 

Horns : Blue macaw. 

Head: Black herl. 

And here I should like to say a word or two, and give requisite materials for 


THE “ BLUE-OVER-BLACK.” 


During my last visit to the Tweed, I remember how amused the “locals” 
were with some of these Usk flies that I have such faith in at Monmouthshire. 
And after we had all discussed their merits for three or four days—for the 
river was in flood—the B-O-B, as it was nicknamed, brought two fresh fish out 
of “ Hempseed-ford ” when we could not see more than 18in. down into water. 
I should mention, though, that upon that occasion I added cheeks of jungle to 
the wings. This excellent dark water fly was invented by Colonel Kelson about 
forty-two years ago. In my younger days it went by the name of “ William 
Bass,” a bass singer and chimney-sweeper residing then at Sevenoaks, in Kent. 
In those times we used pig’s wool ; otherwise the true pattern is made thus : 


Tag: Silver twist and pink silk. 

Tail: Three feathers of the Toucan (red) with strands of the yellow, and 
powdered blue macaw and gallina. 
' Butt: (A later improvement) black ostrieh. 

Body : Two turns of scarlet silk, the rest black seal’s fur. 

Hackle : A white furnace hackle dyed dark blue. 

Ribbed : Silver tinsel and silver lace. 

Throat: Gallina. 


The wings: Are not very unlike Jock Scotts, inasmuch as they commence 
with two strips of white tipped turkey (dark), and plenty of peacock herl mixed 
in strands with golden pheasant tail over; then there is also red macaw, blue 
macaw, and swan dyed yellow, with two strips of mallard above. 

Cheeks : Teal (strips) witha golden topping. 

In the Usk I never use the topping. There are many varieties of this fly ; 
but I venture to state this is the best of all, and’ am absolutely satisfied the 
description which I now offer to you is the correct one. 

P.S.—By an oversight of mine, the name to the last illustration, which was 
accidentally omitted, is “‘ The Penpergwm Pet.” 


SS 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, res , invi 
: » Ma ectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present za Nhe No flies sent a made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure Killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
pon Wer fay peating ! a ene by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
n the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per ; i . zen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) Pee DS 5 Rep ee Te ieee 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


TWELVE POPULAR SALMON FLIES, 


Srr,—Mr. G. M. Kelson, whose interest and efforts in the advancement of the art 
of salmon angling every reader of the GAZETTE knows well about and appreciates, 
is, I see, to undertake very shortly the task of describing and illustrating 12 of the 
“most popular salmon flies for England, Scotland, and Ireland”—four to each 
country. 

The oh he is about to set himself to is an important one, wider, perhaps, in its 
range and of greater general interest than anything contributed to angling 
literature since the time that he finished his description of ‘Casting, with 
Illustrations.” 

It occurs to me that at one time it was announced in your valuable paper that Mr. 
Kelson, after he had exhausted the subject then on hand, had undertaken to describe 
two or more, and illustrate, perhaps, one, of the best killing flies “on all 
rivers.” The “all rivers” I took at the time, andstill have the impression, to mean 
the principal salmon rivers in the United Kingdom. 

Be that as it may, I am certain that by continuing the description he so success- 
fully inaugurated with Major Traherne’s patterns, and following it out on the lines 
I have indicated, the work, when finished, would be one of great usefulness and 
merit, more all-embracing in its nature, he would have the satisfaction of knowing, 
than anything of the kind yet published. A good authority on flies—a handy guide 
to all the chief rivers—is greatly needed, and you, Mr. Editor, I am certain, would 
be among the foremost to encourage the compiling of such a production. 

So far as Scotland is concerned, I think Mr. Kelson will be the first to admit that 
if you are resolved to adhere to having only four of the best general killers noticed 
and illustrated, it would be well to have a full expression of opinion regarding the 
selection—a consensus of idea—and itis entirely with a view to obtain such that, in 
all deference to yourself and Mr, Kelson, I have ventured to express any opinion. 

My conviction, then, is that Mr. Kelson’s selection for Scotch rivers is a fortunate 
one so far, One of the patterns—that is, the lion—is not presently, so far as I know, 
popular, in the wide sense of the word. Like the blue charm, it is doubtless 
deserving of a wide popularity, and would prove a slaughterer on almost any river under 
certain conditions of weather and water ; but on no river—and I’ve visited and fished 
a round dozen of good salmon rivers in Scotland—have I heard it spoken of by 
fly-dresser, keeper, or bailiff. If, by data, Mr. Kelson can establish a place for the 
lion among the four best Scotch patterns, then I and other anglers will assuredly 
add to our fly-book a pattern we have hitherto heard little, and thought less, about. 

Except for a very few rivers, the patterns (generally) that Mr, Kelson names, 
unless dressed very large, are purely summer and autumn patterns. 

Most anglers hold, and I think they do so rightly, that unless the weather is bright 
silver-bodied flies are not much of a success. Mr. James Wright, Sprouston, once 
wrote me that, not having the fly I wanted, he had sent mea silver grey, which he 
considered about the best fly that could “be put on any water,” as I well believe it 
is; though, still, the silver doctor is yet more widely known, and used all over 
Scotland—very much more so, I should say, than even the Durham ranger. 

Iam well aware that the Durham ranger is an excellent fly, and very extensively 
used ; but what river in Scotland is there, let me ask, on which the butcher or the 
silver doctor has not been tried? 

Putting everything together, what I’ve heard and what I’ve seen, the four flies I 
now mention appear to be more extensively used throughout Scotland than any other 
patterns. These, in their order, are Jock Scott, Butcher, Childers, Silver Doctor. 
The Jock Scott is a good all-round fly on most rivers, and can be dressed to suit 
almost any fishable condition of water. The Butcher is known everywhere in 
Scotland, and, to use an expression of Francis, I would say that it “is a trial horse” 
on nearly every Highland river. The popular Highland pattern is different from 
Sprouston’s famous butcher, in so far that it has a yellow dyed cock hackle down 
the body. In the Awe and some of the West Highland streams the Butcher's 
popularity has declined of recent years in proportion as the sport has declined 
through over-netting ; but that’s nothing, for it still holds good everywhere else. 
The Childers often does well in clear weather and water ; but it undoubtedly shows 
most to advantage when the water is tinged a peaty brown. The merits of the 
Silver Doctor are well known, and I need not enlarge. The above disquisition will 
serve to show that the “set” I have mentioned “ provides a good change.” 

If in my expressions I seem dogmatic, I do not wish to be thought so, for I 
simply write to elicit opinion, and in doing so, I hope to have Mr, Kelson's 
concurrence. ’TI'would have been a great pleasure to me and many more anglers to 
have seen that Mr. Kelson had agreed to describe, say three, and illustrate one, of 
the greatest slaughterers on, perhaps, eight or nine of the best salmon rivers in 
Scotland; but if it’s willed otherwise, we must cheerfully acquiesce and be 
thankful for small mercies. 

I may not beright with the flies I mention ; but if Mr. Kelson would only have 
taken in hand the task of giving to the angling fraternity a few descriptions of the 
best flies on the principal rivers, including in each notice the names of a couple of 
the best killers on the subsidiary streams in the various districts, he would 
have still further added tothe debt of gratitude your salmon angling readers already 
owe to him for his invaluable productions. Allow, for example :—Tweed—Jock 
Scott, Durham ranger, and silver grey ; Tay—Smith, Nicolson, black dog; Dee 
—Gordon, Glentanar, blue charm ; Don—Grey heron, Childers, butcher ; Spey—Lady 
Caroline, green or purple king, silver Reioch ; Ness—Roger, March Murderer, &e. ; 
Beauly—Snow fly, &c. ; Thurso—Mohair, canary ; Deveron—Drake wing and sandy 
wing; Lochy—hizzie, &.; Awe—Thunder and lightning, and auburn ; Orchy— 
Golden canary, &c. ; so on andso on. One wordandI’m done. The Gordon is much 
more popular on the Dee, Aberdeenshire—the best river in Scotland for general 
salmon fishing, spring, summer, and autumn slumped—and of more real service by 
far the whole season throughout, than any other fly that can be put on that river. 
If you wish, and Mr. Kelson agrees, to give a more extended notice of flies than 
contemplated, I shall gladly co-operate if my services are required. 

164, Crown-street, Aberdeen. W. Murpocu. 


[ We hope Mr. Kelson will be able, as he intends, to go through all the chief flies 
for English, Welsh, Scotch, and Irish rivers. He will require a good deal of 
assistance, and will, we are sure, be very glad to see a helping hand stretched out 
from the North already.—ED. ] 


ARE SALMON INJURIOUS TO TROUT STREAMS? 


Sir,—Mr. 0. W. Nelder has opened a question which will be very hard to get 
solved. The widely-prevailing impression does most certainly not apply to every 
salmon stream. 

Where, in England, do you find such trout as in the Test, and where do you find 
such fine salmon ? 

Where, in Wales, do you find such beautiful trout fishing as in the Usk, and where 
do you find such salmon fishing ? 

Where, in Scotland, do you find finer trout than in Dee andDon? “The salmon 
fishing reports from these rivers speak for themselves.” Only last season, fishing on 
the Grandholme section of the Don for salmon, they would not look at a fly, although 
scores were rising on one stretch. I put up my trout rod, and with March brown 
and professor, killed 20lb. of trout in one hour, and salmon to the right of me, do 
left, &c., jumping every two or three seconds. 

I believe coarse fish, as we salmon and trout fishers call them, do more harm in 

rout streams than many anglers believe.—I am, &c., BLUE HACKLE. 


[We fear little good will come of reopening this question ; it isa case of Trout 
anglers y, Salmon anglers, and they will not see things in the same light,—ED. | 
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TWELVE SALMON FLIES. 


Srr,—Mr. George M. Kelson’s letter is nearly right as to the best salmon flies. Asa 
salmon fisher of 25 years experience, I would suggest an addition as well as an 
alteration in the list—firstly, Jock Scott, Childers, and two other flies named are 
good; but one of the hest killing flies for Dee and Don is “Dr, Forbes,” and 
certainly Popham isa killer, especially in Don. Of the former of the two flies 
mentioned I will be pleased to send an original to any of your correspondents, as I 
am not good at describing their make. For Wales, certainly Mr. Kelson forgets ‘the 
Thorndyke, most killing on Wye and Usk; and for spring fishing on the above- 
mentioned rivers a plain fly—red tail, blue body, do. hackle, natural, tied from head 
to tail, and bittern wings—is one of the very best. For Ireland nothing goesdown but 
fiery brown. Onceat Bundoran I killed nine fresh run fish in one day with the 
Popham, which, in any county, I consider one of the very best killing flies ever tied. 
—I am, &c., BLUE HACKLE, 


SALMON IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 

Srr,—In paragraph 10 of Mr. Kelson’s article of Saturday, he says: “The upper 
waters—as is invariably the case everywhere—are better than the lower throughout 
September and October.” Indeed this is not the case. Very early rivers have two 
runs of fish, the one early in spring, the other in autumn. The Usk may have only 
a summer run of fish, and a few streams in Scotlandaresimilar. In these, doubtless, 
the fishing is best in September and October in the upper reaches ; but by that time 
what are the fish worth or like? In most Scotch rivers the spring fish hurry on to 
the upper waters. 
eyents. When in their prime condition—/.¢., immediately after ascending, summer 
fish are got most in the middle waters and those a little above, that is to say, in rivers 
of any length. 

No one would think of fishing for newly-run autumn fish in the higher waters of 
long rivers—they are not there. There are lots of the spring and summer fish there ; 
but they are mostly all on, or going on, to “the redds” in October. In September 
even they are not worth catching. Spring fish, I say (in Scotland), are got mostly 
on the reaches above the middle of the river, summer fish in the middle and remotely 
middle reaches, and autumn fish in the middle and lower down sections. My remarks 
are applicable only to the fish when in best condition, and when they take most 
freely. Newly run fish rise best, are best, and most prized by angler. You will, no 
doubt, so far as Scotland is concerned, agree with me ; you know what I say is true, 
and no one can contradict it. 

With regard to eels, I might have mentioned the method the salmon fishers resort 
to in taking them in the Dee and Don, Large quantities of eels are sent up by them 
to London every year. The eels must be alive, else the fishermen get no return. 
The method of capture is to load a line of thread with a piece of lead, to make it 
sink—a rough stout merchant thread is often used. They take a large needle and 
thread on a big worm, but, before doing that, they fray out the thread a good deal 
above wherewthe head of the worm would be. The eels gorge the worm, and the 





_ frayed out thread catches their teeth. They hold on till out of the water, or nearly 


so, and the fishermen scoop them into the landing nets and into a box with them. 
Were any of themito bleed, the rest would die before getting to their destination. I 
hate eels.—I am, Xc., Wee MT 


[No doubt the fish are not so good for table in the autumn; but Mr. Kelson 
alluded to the sport, not to the value of the fish ; and whether there be two, three, 
or more “runs of fish,” they make for the upper waters, and by that time he 
believes the fishing is better in the upper reaches.—ED. | 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—There has been better sport than I expected during the past week, the Trent 
being flood height. Some very good samples of dace and roach were caught in the 
upper reaches of the river. Downwards some good sport has been had among the 
pike, Mr. Walker and Mr. Nairn, on Friday, taking nine fish weighing 45lb., the 
largest 14lb., a grand specimen, the least 341b.; Mr. Sudbury, on Saturday, two fish, 
41b. and 5lb.; myself, on the same day, a mixed lot of roach, perch, and bream, but 
nothing of any size. Several anglers have been trying their hand at the salmon, but 
the water is a foot too high and too much discoloured. The first fish this season was 
caught on Saturday at King’s Mills by a gentleman hailing from Surrey. My father 
landed it for him, but it was in such bad condition it was returned. I found a 
salmon upwards of 20]b. dead, which I opened. It had cast its spawn, and looked 
fresh, and, as far as I could see, had nothing the matter with it. How do youaccount 
for so many dying ?—I am, &c., AS Wis 

. Feb, 16th. s 


A “MUSICAL” ANGLER. 

Srr,—Yesterday (the 15th inst.) afternoon I was walking along the towpath of the 
Thames near Bourne End, when I came across the following amusing incident. An 
angler, having propped his rod on the ground, and a forked stick in the fashion 
common to bank anglers, was anxiously watching the disappearance of his float ; but, 
at the same time, he was occupied in a manner which I never before saw practised 
by any of the hundreds of bank anglers I have seen by the side of Old Father 
Thames. He was playing the flute! He was on the other side of the river to me, or 
I should, I think, have inquired whether he was only naturally fond of 
music, or whether, like Orpheus, he was endeavouring to attract the fish towards 
him, Suppose this musical plan proved successful! How it would add to the delight 
and pleasure of the “ non-musical ” anglers if all the other “ musical” anglers brought 
each man his own instrument, and each man his own tune. I wonder whether my 
friend with the flute was successful. I hope he was, as his flute I could hear for 
some considerable distance, and he enlivened my solitary walk with some merry 
tunes.—I am, Xe., . A LOVER oF Music AND ANGLING, 


TROUT EATING OVA OF THEIR OWN SPECIES. 


S1r,—That part of the Lodden, wherein we turn many hundreds of three-year-old 
trout every season, is not considered a good part to turn trout in to breed. That 
may be so; but ifit is nota good breeding ground, it most decidedly is a good feed- 
ing one. Coarse fish are abundant, although kept down as much as possible. The 
trout are seen spawning, but owing to the muddy bottom, the ova that escapes being 
eaten by the parent fish, are soon covered in this muddy soil, and so lost to life. We 
catch many of the larger trout in the season for spawning; but the majority are 
left to shift for themselves, and it is nothing new to see these fish spawning and to 
see the spawn quickly disappear down the throats of the hungry crowd waiting to 
receive them. When feeding, say last year’s fish, with ground meat, in which is 
placed a few dead ova taken from the hatching troughs, see how quickly the berries 
will be consumed before the meat. When salmon fishing in various parts of 
England at the opening of the season, it frequently happens that the stomach has 
more or less of ova, either taken from the nest or from another fish when engaged 
in spawning.—I am, Xc., FRANK GOSDEN, 


HATCHING OVA FROM DEAD TROUT. 

Srr,—I was very pleased to read in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE that your 
correspondent W. 'T. Silk has succeeded in impregnating the ova of a trout supposed 
to have been dead twenty-four hours, and that the ova is now going on all right and 
has every appearance of hatching. There is, in my opinion, but little doubt of his 
succeeding. The ova taken by myself, an account of which appeared in the FisH- 
ING GAzuETTE last season, under exactly similar circumstances, hatched out 
splendidly, and what I have left of them average 1loz. each. 

This morning my son brought me in a female trout dead, and partly eaten by rats, 
She was full of splendid berries, although probably she may have shed a few, at 
any rate. what wasin her have been impregnated, and are now in the hatching 
troughs,—I am, &c., FRANK GOSDEN, 

(Fish Culturist to the Duke of Wellington.) 


They never rest well or take well till past the middle reaches at all . 


FISHING NEAR BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE. 


Ihave taken your GAzmTTE for some time, and take pleasure in looking for its 
arrival on Saturday morning by 11 o’clock at Blackpool, where, you see, I hail from: 
I, along with my better half, follow the gentle art of angling for perch, roach, 
bream, and eels, in the ponds belonging to the farmers in the Fyelde, The Fyeldeis 
bounded on the north by the river Wyre, which rises near the county town of 
Lancaster, and empties itself into the Irish Sea at the port of Fleetwood. It is 
bounded on the south and south-east by that noted salmon river, the Ribble, which 
rises in Ribblesdale in Yorkshire, and passes through proud Preston, and empties 
itself in the sea at Lytham, seven miles from Blackpool—the most famous of 
Lancashire watering-places. and where we cater for and make pleasure for upwards 
of 2,000,000 people in the four months of our season. Iam sorry, too, that we have 
not such good sea fishing here, as we lie between the two rivers I have mentioned ; 
but there is good sport at Fleetwood down the channel, where codling and small 
hake are found in abundance, and where man and beast can be hired at Is. 6d. per 
hour, which is very cheap, considering the boatman supplies bait, lines, &c., without 
extra charge. For the information of strangers, there are hundreds of farmers’ 
ponds or pools in the Fyelde, which is flat country. Generally the ponds abound 
with perch, roach, bream, eels, and tench, I find that farmers will give permission 
if only asked, and on condition that you goin and out of the gate and do not damage 
the fences. I find no difficulty in getting permission for one or two days’ per week 
all through the season. 

I and a friend went out on Friday last, the 13th Feb., to a perch pond. We found 
them on the move, for in a short time we landed eight nice perch. If you think this, 
my first contribution, will be of any use, you are welcome to it.—I am., &c., 

Blackpool, Feb. 15th. FYELDE PERCH. 


PULBOROUGH AND AMBERLEY ANGLING EXCURSIONS. 


Srr,—With reference to the above, I beg to say that in response to a great number 
of applications from anglers, I applied to the general manager for a renewal of the 
above excursions under my management, as heretofore, and have just received a 
reply to say the company have made other arrangements for granting facilities for 
the London anglers. Now as regards the anglers: I fear the angling associations, 
after years of striving to get the excursions into their own hands, have at last suc- 
ceeded in doing so. The effect of which will deprive the anglers, their wives, 
gamilies, and friends of the cheapest angling excursion out of London. However, 

I hope the new arrangements will pay the company better, and that it may benefit 
the anglers more than the system carried on by me (I may say successfully) for so 
many years.—I am, &c., 


62, Drakefield-road, Nunhead, 8.E. J. CLour, 


S1r,—I should be glad to convey through the medium of your valuable paper my 
ideas of the action of the two Angling Associations, and the Pulborough 
and Amberley excursion tickets, and likewise to get a few questions answered 
by some of your correspondents. 

Now, with regard to my first remark, I take it that they (the Associations), in their 
anxiety to obtain the yaluable concessions the railway company have hitherto 
allowed “Mr. Clout” to have, Seem to me to ignore the angler altogether, and they, 
like the two Kilkenny cats, instead of looking after the interests of the angling 
world, are almost continuously jangling, and the consequence is, it appears to me, if 
something is not done, and that at once, we shall be the losers of the cheapest 
excursion we have ever had. 

Question 1, Can either of the associations give us a special train there and back as 
heretofore ? 

2. Can they get it at the same fare? 
be allowed to accompany us? 

3. Should either of the associations be fortunate enough to gain the same 
concession as Mr. Clout, who could they get to conduct the train ? 

From one who would be glad to side with any one, but wishes to see an improve- 
ment, not a direct loss,—I am, &c., AMBERLEY, 


If not, how much more, and will our friends 


TOO “HARLY TROUT FISHING,” 


Srr,—My experience of 25 years as a trout breeder makes me entirely agree with 
your note on “ Too Early Trout Fishing,” and also with your Pickering correspondent, 
Trout in England begin to spawn the last week in November and go on well into 
February. This morning (Feb. 12) I took eggs from two females, and have another 
unripe one ; ina few days some more will probably run. These are wild fish from 
a rivers so have not in any way been kept back from spawning from living ina pond. 
Every year I find them the same, and yet people, I will not call them sportsmen, 
begin fishing in February! I firmly believe this was started originally by an 
almanac maker, who being short of something to put for Feb. Ist., wrote “Trout 
Fishing begins.” In England, April is quite soon enough to begin trout fishing, and 
it would be better for every one if the close time was altered. 

Anglers, as a rule, are utterly ignorant of the natural history of trout, the fish 
that they say “are in fair condition for the time of year” are the females ; they are 
bright and handsome even when spawning, the large males only getting black and 
lanky. I couldsay much more on this subject, but am sick of preaching in vain.—I 
am, &c., 

Feb. 12. R.N. 


TROUT FISHING NEAR LONDON.—THE DARENTH. 


Srr,—There is only one class of individuals who are essentially more touchy 
about matters pertaining to their art than anglers, and these are, I think, operatic 
artists. Only for one moment tell a tenor or a soprano that you have heard a lovely 
voice, and egotism is up in arms, rampant and militant. Mr. Gedney’s remarks— 
criticisms I think he calls them—are a fair sample. Only tell a man you have killed 
81 brace of fish on his favourite water, and a polite surprise is expressed. However, 
I feel quite certain that as long as your correspondent uses the 10ft. rod he describes, 
he will not be giving himself a fair chance. It was the very use of the rod he 
decries that enabled me todo what I did. My companion was Mr. Francis, who, 
I believe, intends to write something about this, and who, curiously enough, saw me 
pick 24 brace of fish out of this water, where the trees were over my head like a leafy 
arch, with the alder. By the way, perhaps if Mr. Gedney would peruse some natural 
history books respecting the Ephemera and other water insects, he would find that 
the sedge-fly, according to the temperature of the season, comes out, and is seen upon 
the water in the early portions of April, the time varying upon some streams, and 
dependent upon a late or early spring. 

IT shall be most happy to send Mr. Gedney the artful dodger or any other fly, 
which, from my humble experience, I have found to be good; but I hope at some 
future time to have the opportunity of giving your readers the principle, if it is one, 
on which my flies are tied, and I may add that I have found the good old motto, 
“the proof of the pudding, &c.,” as applied to trout flies, or, indeed, rods, the very 
best test.—I am, &c., LigHt Cast, 








SCOTCH CLUB RULES WANTED. 


Srr,—As a subscriber to the FISHing GAZETTE I write to ask you if it is in your 
power to send me the rules of any one or more Scotch Angling Association, with the 
view of organising one in this neighbourhood. I refer especially to Scotch, as rules 
for English clubs would not, in many cases, apply here. I shall, of course, be glad 
to make good any trouble or expense you may be put to in supplying me with the 
information I ask.—I am, &c., ANDREW MURRAY, jun, 

Inverdon, Bridge-of-Don, Aberdeen. 

[We feel sure some Scotch correspondent will send Mr, Murray what he wants,— 
ED. ] 
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THE CEIRIOG. 

S1r,—I stated that there are no samlets in the Ceiriog on the authority of a Welsh 
acquaintance. As we did not take any samlets on the day mentioned, I thought the 
information was correct. 

Mr. Woolfall evidently is better acquainted with the water than I am, and his 
description of the scenery is true to nature; but I do not think it is possible to 
conyey in words any more than a faint idea of this charming valley, which must be 
seen to fully appreciate its calm beauty. 


Fishing with a silver hook not only encourages poaching, but is a mean act that { 


no angler worthy of the name would be quilty of. 

I cannot give Mr, W. any information as to the tickets for Chirk Castle water. 
The keeper told us that Mr. Biddulph was very particular, as his water had 
been so persistently fished by anglers with tickets not available for the water, in 
spite of repeated warnings. Perhaps Mr. W. can say if the tickets obtainable at 
Chirk are for that water, and below, and if there is preserved water belonging to 
other owners, for which tickets are granted. 

I did not understand much of the keeper’s information, as his knowledge of 
English was not very extensive. He said tickets were sent to the “ Hand,” at 
Llangollen, but might be discontinued in future. 

Regretting that Iam unable to give further information,—I am, &c., 

Tontine-street, Hanley, Feb. 7th. A, EH. ELLIson SMELT, 

[Thanks for the extracts.—ED. ] 


BREAM FISHING IN WINTER. 

SrR,—I am curious to know if it is a fact, or only alocal superstition, that bream 
are not to.be caughtin such a river as the Stour (Hssex)in winter. Iam nota bream 
fisherman, but sometimes in the summer months, when the weeds arein the river and 
the roach are busy in the shallows—I have seen thousands of them, giants, too, 
many of them, as I have poled my boat lazily up the stream, on the look-out for a 
four-foot deep hole, where I might perchance add another dozen to my basket—I 
have lain on the bank and watched my float rise up and fall over on its side, and 
finally rush off as if never to be seen again—that is tosay, I have enjoyed an hour or 
two with the bream. I know that in the Trent and parts of the Thames bream are to 
be had with the leger in the winter months ; but afterthe end of August or so on 
the Stour, the rustic angler is to be seen no more with his “ fishun-pole” (he always 
gets the “ grandfathers”), and the inquirer is told that they never bite except when 
they are “on,” which is probably for about a month in the summer. If you, Sir, or 
any of your correspondents can tell me if these fish a7¢ to be had in the Stour in 
winter, I shall‘ be greatly obliged, as I hope to be taking a farewell of the pike 
before the end of the month, and should like to do my best to prove that bream are 
“on” in winter as well in one river as another.—I am, Kc., FRANK L. Morr. 

[Although bream are not so sluggish in the winter as carp, they certainly do not, 
as arule, feed well. We caught one or two in-very cold weather a few weeks back 
ina lake, but they would not feed well at all. Mr. Mackrill has tried. the;bream this 
winter in the Thames, but could not get them ‘“on.”—Ep. | 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Srr,—I beg to inform you that at the general meeting held on Monday, the 5th of 
January last, it was unanimously decided to change the nights of meeting from 
Mondays to Wednesdays. The change will came into operation on Wednesday, 11th 
of March next, on which evening the distribution of prizes will take place, after 
which date the club-room will be open for the use of members every Wednesday at 
6 pm.—I am, &e.. JAMES LANDER, Hon. Sec, 

Ashley’s Hotel, Henrietta-street, W.C., February. 


PERCH CULTURE. 

Srr,—I was much pleased to read the interesting letter from my friend, Mr. Frank 
Gosden, in the GAzZETTHof the 7th inst., and delighted to find he has been so success- 
ful with the “Lund” boxes. In reply to the query therein contained, I have written 
Mr. G. direct ; but allow me to take this opportunity of saying that I shall be 
delighted to show our small arrangements for perch culture to any of your readers 
who may besinterested in the subject, if they will give me a couple of days’ notice 
of an intended visit. I must ask this favour, as my time is very uncertain. 

All being well, I mean to-see- Mr. Gosden’s trout and perch breeding apparatus this 
season, as I am sure much may he learned from the ideas of that eminent and long- 
experienced fish culturist and ichthyologist, whose engagement by the Duke of 
Wellington will, I am sure, lead to the thorough and scientific development of the 
magnificent angling resources afforded by the charming and already celebrated 
streams on his grace’s Hampshire estate.—I am, &c., 

t : ARTHUR C. BUTLER, Hon. Sec:, 
Reading and District Angling Association. 








34, Baker-street, Reading, Feb. 14. 


FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER, 
S1r,—Could you or any of your readers inform me of any coarse fishing to be 
had near Manchester ?—I am, &c., J. CRABB, 
Manchester. 





AMERICA AS A FIELD FOR SPORT. 

Srr,—Apropos of your remarks in this week’s GazETTE, I am reminded ofa letter 
I received this week from a brother piscator, who left this country some eighteen 
months ago to try his fortune in the somewhat lawless wilds of South America. 
cis? on Christmas day from Mercedes, he thus concludes a long and interesting 

etter :— 

“Well, now old man, if you want real good sport, come here, but don’t bring your 
rods—we don’t use them here. The sport here is much more exciting than we-had on 
the banks of the Dee, in Wales, and our tackle is more like cart rope,as a rule, I 
have had several turns lately. There are some rare big rivers here, and they hold 
some big fish too. There is one river called the Lugan. Whatever you wish for, from an 
alligator to a jack, you will find it in that ; but the sun is too hot in the day time for 
me. The finest sport to me is fishing by moonlight on horseback. I must tell you 
the horses swim here like fish, and this is how it is managed : Six or seven of us go 
out when the moon is up—if you have got a good horse, all right ; if a bad one, look 
out—each of us is provided with a lasso, which the natives cut froma mare’s hide, 
about twenty yards long, without a jointin it (that will hold anything), a good knife, 
and revolver. In these rivers there isa very large kind of otter, or, as they are called, 
‘capincia.’ It is very useful to take a good guide with you, assome of the riversin 
places have quicksand, and if you get in there, good bye. And now for the fun. 
Having got to the river, take your feet out of the leathers, lasso in hand, give your 
horse the head, he will go among the capincias, and they will not take any notice of 
the horse, you pick out your beast, throw your lasso, and then look out. Then begins 
the fun, Sometimes your horse is under you, and sometimes you are under him, but, 
anyhow, you are sure to get a good bath on the job; and perhaps you may lose your 
horse, but you can get another for about £2 ; or, may be, your game may turn jout too 
strong for you ; then you must use your shooting iron, or, perhaps, cut your lasso and 
let him go, Then you get most dreadfully chaffed by your mates, which does not 
improve your temper. The flesh of these chaps is very good food, and the skins are 
beautiful, Then I have been ostrich hunting. In this case one wants a swift horse 
—mine isa beauty. We use a thing called a ‘bolas,’ which consists of three lead 
balls, fastened together with hide ; ride straight at your bird, throw your bolas around 
his legs, and down he goes, If you miss him he is gone, as no horse can catch him, 
I can tell you there is fine sport out here, but such a wild life—not much comfort. 
I have a fine collection of skins ; but I must finish this by wishing you a happy 
New Year.—Yours to a cinder, TED.” 

Should you think the above worth a corner in your valuable paper, I will forward 
a copy to my dear old chum, which might induce him to send you a more detailed 
account of the river sport in the Sunny South, which might be of interest to your 
readers,—I am, &c., G. ATTWELL, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE.—After all, there does not appear to be quite such a stock 
of fish in the river as was thought at the beginning of the season. From reliable 
accounts to hand, we learn that though several sections are undoubtedly well packed, 
still there is nothing like a sufficient number of fish up the river yet to stock all the 
reaches in even a very moderate degree. The fish, however, cannot be said to be well 
on the “take” yet, as the river is unsettled and the weather intensely cold. If in- 
dications go for anything, we are almost certain to have snow and another thaw be- 
fore much good sport can be looked for. There is just now a very severe snowstorm 
away north, and the higher and more westerly Deeside mountains are deeply coated. 
Here in Aberdeen the frost is very intense, and has been so for several days past. 
Since Saturday night the river has so much decreased in volume that were the 
weather favourable it would now be in capital angling order. To-day (Wednesday) 
the frost is taking such a hold that it is sheeting the edge of the river all along with 
ice, and the water on the surface is closely covered with crystallised floes borne along 
by the tide. Solow in volume and in temperature is the river becoming that the 
fish won't face it atall. It is, however, good weather for encouraging fish, whether 
“drappit” or in shoals, to come close into. land, as a calm sea in shore is always 
favourable to that. When, therefore, the weather freshens, a great run of fish may 
be expected, if instead of with melted snow, the first rise of the river is occasioned 
by a fall of rain, as experienced fishermen (netters) agree in saying that nothing 
like an ordinary bulk of spring fish for this season has yet arrived on the east and 
north-east coasts. The net fishermen on the Dee have based their calculations as to 
what amount of salmon has already run the river, upon an approximate of the 


results obtained since the opening day, the wind, weather, and water since then 


having been something like an average of what was experienced for the ten days 
immediately preceding the close of the fence time. ’T'was about the beginning of 
February that the great runs of salmon, encouraged by the fine flowing waters, were 
generally supposed to have begun. That was just a day or two after the general 
break-up of the ice on the affluents and upland waters of the river. Making the 
most liberal allowance, let us have a guess at the number of fish now up the river. 
In the river and at its mouth, 85 fish were got on the opening day (Wednesday), 76 
on Thursday, 13 on Friday, 2 on Saturday, 1 on Monday, 2 on Tuesday, 1 Wednesday, 
5 Thursday—Total, 185 for eight days’ netting. Now, allowing that between the 
settling down of the water after the break-up of the ice and the opening day of the 
season, there intervened, a space of ten days, and that during each of these days twice 
as many fish ran up the river from the sea as have done daily, since the fence time 
expired, there would only be, according to this calculation, 460 fish or so up the Dee. 
By allowing that double the number of fish ran daily during the last ten days of the 
close time than have done daily since, more than ample allowance has been made for 
everything that might have operated the other way, such as the number of fish es- 
caping the nets, the better-sized waters before the open time, the more favourable 
weather, &c. 500 fish in the river at this time would be a mere nothing—little more 
than a fish to each of the 389 named casts within the 58 miles of river between the 
Kingcausie water and the top of the Invercauld sectionat Braemar. The above cal- 
culations and conjectures are given for what they are worth, and no one need credit 
them more than he likes. So much we are pretty certain of, however, and that is 
that few fish have reached Ballater. Daily since the opening, whenever the water 
was in trim, it was lashed up from below Ballater to above Braemar without 
any angler getting even so much asa “rug.” Nor are matters much better 
about Aboyne ; few fish have been seen there and few caught, only a couple as 
yet. From thence upwards the pools are not so adapted for being angled in high- 
running waters as the lower down ones, because they are cleaner run and more com- 
pletely swept by the current when the water is high. In the Banchory district, 
where sport has been the most encouraging, there are a good many pools in which 
angling in a very heavy water can be practised with success when fish, fresh from 
the sea, are quite plentiful, ; 

A local print reports a grilse having been caught by Mr. Turner-Farley at Cairnton. 
A grilse! Who ever heard of clean-run grilse being got in the Dee, or any other 
Scotch river, so early in the season? If.a grilse at all, it must, if clean—that is to 
say, not spawned—have been a bagot one, The same authority is in a quandary 
about where the fish are at present—how far up the river. A fortnight ago, he had 
them at the Linn; now they ‘are only at Invercauld Bridge. The following isa 
report of the catches during. the past five days :—Durris Lower Water : Dr. Mac+ 
donald, 2 fish, 71b. each; Mr, Haynes, 1 fish, 71b. Park : Mr. Samuel Leo Schuster’s 
sub-let, 1 fish, 8lb. Middle Durris: Capt. Sergéaunt, H.M.S. Clyde, 1 fish, 81b, 
Altries: Mr. A. J. Kinloch, 1 fish, 8lb. Lower Crathes: Mr. A. Muirhead Aitken, 
2 fish, 7lb. and 8lb. West Durris: Mr. R. Savi Hills, 1 fish, 7lb. Crathes: Mr, 
Barker, 1 fish, 284lb. Invery: Robert Brands, fisherman, 1 fish, 7lb. Kineskie : Mr, 
Aug. Grimble and Geo. Brebner, fisherman, 4 fish, 7lb., 8lb., 8lb., and 12lb. ; Mr. 
Barker, 1 fish, 12l1b. Lower Blackhall: Col. Hills, 1 fish, 71b. Inchmarlo: Mr. T. 
Barbour, 4 fish, 7lb., 8lb., 841b., and 1041b.; Dr. Wright, 3 fish, 6lb., 7lb., and 
10lb. Blackhall: Mr. J. T. Hay, Frank Farquharson, and George Watson, 
9 fish, 7lb., 8lb., 8lb., 81b., 91b., 91b., 101b., 111b., and 141lb. Cairnton : Mr. T, Turner, 
Farley, and D. Rae, fishermen, 9 fish, 41b., 71b., 71b., 91b., 91b., 91b., 101b., 111b., and 111b, 
Blackhall: Major Gordon, Deeside Highlanders, 1 fish, 7lb. Huntly Arms, 
Aboyne: Lord Granville Gordon, 1 fish, 13lb. Water too high for good angling all 


over, and when it began to fall it did so in consequence of a severe frost, which — 


knocked on the head all hopes of good sport. A report to hand indicates that 
Admiral Farquhar, Major Charles Leith-Hay, and Wm. Lamont, Esq., have had some 
sport about Kincardine O’Neil; but little further than that has been done there- 
abouts, only some 8 or 9 salmon having been got together. 
in the nets have averaged 91b., or fully 21b. more in weight than usual at this season. 
At present the fish are congregating about Banchory and between that and Kincar- 
dine O'Neil; but with mild weather the first rise of the water, if it is not 
particularly heavy, will cause them to ascend the river still further. Not a fin 
coming up from. the sea now. Both net and rod fishing practically suspended; 
owing to the quantity of ice-floe in the river. There is a regular ice industry, the 
ice-houses being rapidly plenished. The prevailing salmon flies up to date have 
been Gordon, Ackroyd, Peacock, Heron, Dunt, and Dodger. 


Tue DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Banchory.—The rod fishing opened with very 
favourable prospects. On Wednesday, Mr. Hay, on Blackhall, had thirteen fish, 
Cairnton Water.—Mr. Fairley, six fish. Upper Craths—Mr. Grimble, five fish. 
Inchmarlo.—Mr. Barber and Dr. Wright, two fish. Lower Craths.—Mr. A. M. Aitken, 
one fish. West Durres.—Mr, R. S. Hills, one fish. Thursday.—Blackhall,— Mr. 
Hay, six fish. Cairnton.—Mr. Fairley, four fish. Upper Craths——Mr. Grimble, two 
fish, Lower Craths.—Mr. Aitken, two fish. Invery Water.—General Oliphant, four 
fish. West Durres—Mr. Hills, four fish. Inchmarlo.—Mr. Barber, two fish, 
Friday.—River in flood. Cairnton.—Mr. Fairley, one fish. Saturday.—Cairnton.— 
My. Fairley, five fish. Inchmarlo.—Mr, Barber and Dr. Wright, three fish, Invery.— 
R. Brands, one fish. Upper Craths.——Mr. Grimble and Barker, three fish. Lower 
Craths.—Mr. Aitken, one fish. West Durres.—Mr. Hills, one fish. This is what has 
been done here, but I could not get the weight of them; but they go from 8lb. to 
201b., and it is the best fishing for a start with that we have had for many years.— 
W. D 


THE DEE.—KINCARDINE O’NEIL SECTION.—The season opened here on Wednes- 
day, the 11th inst., under the most favourable auspices as regards wind and weather ; 
but, unfortunately, on the very morning of the opening day the river began to 
rise, which prevented some of the best pools hereabout being touched, and others 
could only be but partially gone over. The riyer remained more or less flooded 
during the remainder of last week, so that, as a consequence, the results of the fish- 
ing has been correspondingly meagre. On the Borrowstone and Ballogie waters, 
leased by Sir William Fielding, Bart., twelve fish—were killed from Wednesday to 
Saturday, weighing from 7lb, to 214lb.. On the Nooton House water, Mr, Wm. 
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Lamond, lessee, had one of 18lb. on Wednesday, and on Saturday one of 8}1b.; while 
Mr. Wm. Blacklaws had one of 101b. on Thursday ; and Nicoll, keeper, one of Slb. 
on the opening day. On the Desswood water J. Harper had two on Saturday of 93 
and 101b. On the Carlogie water Mr. Chas. Farquhar had one of 6lb. on Wednesday, 
while on the Commonty water the Finzean keepers had seven fish, weighing from 
71b. to 141b. A large number of kelts are in the water, although not so many as in 
some previous seasons, the late floods haying pretty well cleaned them out.—WM. 
BLACKLAWS. 


DEE (ABOYNE).—The prospects on upper districts of the Dee for the next few 
days is very uncertain, owing to the flooded state the river has been in since the 
opening day. Very few clean fish appear to have reached the upper district, at 
least, there have not been many caught. A great many kelts are still in the river. 
Nearer to the mouth of the river sport for the last few days is reported good.—W. B 


DEE, BALLATER (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Owing to the flooded state of the river 
since the commencement of the fishing, no fish were got until the 17th. J. Muller, 
Esq., of the Invercauld Arms, Ballater, landed one fish of 74lb. Good sport is yet 
expected when the river is in good order. The best killing flies at present would be 
yellow eagle, gray heron with white wings, glentannan, the dunt, Gordon, Ackroyd, 
the Gardner.—GEORGE SMITH. 

Broom or Moy.—In this fine little river sixty-four splendid salmon were taken 
on Wednesday, 11th, the opening day; but since then ‘the river has been in full 
spate, so that fishing operations have been greatly retarded. A few good fish were 
got on Friday and Saturday, but it will be some time before the water gets intoa 
really suitable state for the nets. It is subsiding now, however. The coast fishing 
has not been prosecuted with any zeal up till now. This is a good river for the 
rod, but it is usually a few months after this ere rod fishing for salmon is worth 
indulging in to a great extent upon it. There is splendid promise. 


CALLANDER.—The rivers and lochs in this district are now in fine order for suo- 
cessful fishing, and no disease has yet been reported. On the portion of Leny water 
leased by Mr. Iress, Woodend, Peter Robertson, gardener, landed two nice salmon, 
17lb. weight each, and reports plenty of fish in the river, Mr. Anderson, game- 
keeper, fished Lord Moray’s portion of the Leny yesterday, and caught one salmon 
weighing 22lb. Anglers were out on Loch Vennacher yesterday, from the Dread- 
nought Hotel, and caught some trout. The gamekeeper at Inyertrossach caught a 
salmon on Loch Vennacher, and Mr. Donald Ferguson, Callandar, had one of 16lb. 
onthe same loch. Mr. Baillie Hamilton, of Cambusmore, landed a fine salmon of 
over 301b. in the end of last week from the Teith. 


Tue DEVERON.—The fishing has fallen off very materially in point of productive- 
ness during the past few days, in consequence mainly of the frosty nature of the 
weather. Very fair shots. however (taking the result all over), since the opening 
day, have been obtained at most of the stations. The river is now getting into good 
angling order, and should settled weather ensue a few of the boats between Turriff 
and Huntly ought, for a while, to afford pretty creditable sport. There are a good 
many salmon in a few of the sections, and no lack of anglers ready to take them. 
Few fish, up to date,-have been got—only one or two. As lures, Jock Scott, sandy 
wing, and drake wing appear to hold the palm. Of late, a good many gentlemen 
have passed through Aberdeen on their way north to the fishing. This is a capital 
salmon river, but it shows to greatest advantage in autumn by a long way. 


THE Don—Is now in good angling size, but alas! the weather is far too cold to 
admit of good sport. The salmon in the Don are not free risers, and anything out 
of the usual easily puts them off rising to the surface at all. We should think 
Brown’s improved phantom would be as likely a lure as any about this season. It 
is believed that for the spring quite an unusual number of fish are to be expected up 
the river, the high-running water for some time back having enabled them to take 
and pass the obstructive dykes. Since the opening day, on which there was a good 
haul, the netting has not proved up to the mark. Rod catches—Kintore Burgh 
Water.—Thos. Watt, Esq., three fish, 7lb., 11lb., and 14lb. ; Alex. Shepherd, Esq. 
one fish, 6lb. ; J. Ross, Esq. (Thursday), one fish, 13lb.; J. Fordyce, Hsq., one fish 
9b., on Monday. No other reports to hand yet. 








DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Friday and Saturday last were good fishing days in the Nith 
and tributaries, one or two trout being killed of fair, average size ; but on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday the weather was very cold, a stiff wind blowing from the 
north-east. The river has fallen considerably, Fly fishing cannot be prosecuted 
just now, general opinion being in favour of the floating worm. Angling opened 
in the Esk on Monday—that is, in the lower portion, the opening of Upper Esk not 
opening till the 15th March. Reports to hand state that there is a good deal of 
disease’in the river.— WM. BAILEY. 


THE FINDHORN.—Sudden alterations of emptiness and flood such as this river has 
been showing since the commencement of the season are not favourable to the pro- 
secution of either rod or net fishing. Though very satisfactory, the results of the 
netting since the 11th have not been equal to those of last year during the same 
space of time. Fish are large for this season, and prime in quality ; but the price 
they are selling at in Forres is very low for this time of the year ; but Lent may 
raise the figure. On the opening day Messrs. Hogarth’s fishermen landed seventy 
salmon, but since then they have only got about fifty altogether. 


THE FORFARSHIRE Rivers. — Extraordinary success attended the opening, on 
Monday, of the salmon fishing in Forfarshire rivers. On North Hsk alone 1,000 
salmon, some weighing 301b., were killed, and 310 were taken at one haul. Hight 
tons of fish were despatched from Montrose to the London market. A few kelts 
were landed. No trace of disease was observable, Salmon is already as cheap as 
1s, 6d. per 1b. ; 


Tore GARRY OF LocH Nrss.—The reports to hand from this, by far the best spring 
river in Invernesshire, augur for anglers a season of exceptional sport. The pools 
are already capitally stocked, but of itself there is nothing in this, as early every 
spring the river is stirring with fish, heavy ones, averaging over 20lb., unless the 
season is backward indeed. Up to the time of writing (16th) there has not been a 
great deal done with the rod; but from the fact that the fish are so numerous, large, 
and in capital condition, very fine sport will of a certainty be experienced, once the 
weather and the water get a little more settled. The net fishermen have been doing 
grandly on Loch Ness. 





KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE.—Like most rivers in the district of Dalbeattie, the Urr 
and the Burn have been much swollen by the rains of the past three weeks. The 
Fishery Board has made an application for an extension of time at the end of the 
season, 14 days for net fishing, and 30 days for rod being asked for. The ground of 
the request is that the river is a very late one. Evidence has been given by some 
anglers in support of this, and it has also been stated that some exceptionally 
heavy fish run late in the season. On this latter point a more or less apocryphal 
story has gone round regarding a monster fish, which weighed, after loss of head, 
tail, and viscera, 601b.! The Dalbeattie Burn, where it passes through the burgh, 
is not favourable to the ascent of salmon, the fall being considerable, and compli- 
cated with the arrangements for mills, &c. In its highest reaches, adjoining Kirk- 
- gunzeon-lane, it becomes, in great measure, pools and dead water, and, in these 
places, abounds in pike and perch. The reservoir of the Waterworks has been a 
favourite resort of trout-fishers during the past two seasons, it having been stocked 
with Loch Leven trout. Bait fishing is prohibited, and some good fish were got last 


season, The Dee salmon fishings opened on Wednesday of last week. On the open- 
ing day very few fish were taken by the tacksmen inthe lower reaches. The 
weather being fine on Saturday, a few anglers were out ; but few fish will be caught 


eich pa aroha is the best month for net-fishing, and September and October 


Locu TAy.—On the eastern reserved water Mr. Cooper, Edinburgh, and Mr, Price 
went out for a short time, but met with no success. On Kenmore Hotel water Mr. 
Gilbert Wilson, of Bantaskine, had a fish of 22lb. On Ardeonaig Hotel water Mr. 
Wardle, Leeds, had one, weight unascertained. On the western reserved water the 
Duke of Roxburghe had one, 18lb.; and Colonel Murray, of Polmaise, had two, 
25lb. and 18lb. On the Killin Hotel water the takes on Wednesday were as follows: 
—Mr. Berger, London, one salmon, 25lb.; Mr. Archibald, Tillicoultry, one, 201b.; 
Mr. Broad, London, one, 161b.; Mr, Stuart, hotel, fishing for Mr. Wheen, London, 
had three fish, !71b., 201b., and 241b. ‘ 


Loch LuBNAIG.—The fishing here opened on the 11th inst., but owing to the high 
floods the loch was not in fishing ply till yesterday, when Mr. Buchanan, Ruina- 
craig, killed a fine fish, 21]b., and Mr. Irvine, Strathyre, one, 221b. 





NortH Esk.—The net fishing on this river opened at 6 o’clock yesterday morning 
(Feb. 16th), and, as has been the case on very many rivers this season, the takes 
were above an average for an opening day. The frost that had prevailed during 
the night put the river in excellent ply, and the weather was particularly fine— 
bright and keen. Considerably over a thousand fish, weighing about 8lb. on an 
average, were got within the first twelve hours. Fair takes were got in the bog, 
and fly nets in the bay. Kelts were by no means scarce up the rivera bit. There 
is really no rod fishing on this river during the spring, as the great extent of net- 
ting, and a confounded array of dykes—almost as bad as on the Don—obstruct the 
passage of fish on their way up the river. Were it otherwise, the North Esk would 
be one of the best spring rivers in Scotland. Fish usually begin to run about 
January (the beginning of the month), and the take recorded above is somewhat 
over an ordinary accumulation since then till now. At present few fish are entering 
the fresh water. 


PERTHSHIRE.—The Teith being rather high, little sport has been got. Mr. B, 
Hamilton, one fish, 201b. ; Mr. Carter, of Glasgow, one, 21lb. ; Lord Moray’s keeper, 
one, 221b. Loch Achray.—On Saturday Mr. Dunsmore, of Brenachirle, one, 18lb. 
Loch Lubnaig.—Mr. Buchanan, Ruinacraig, one, 21lb.; Mr. Irvine, Strathyre, one, 
241b. Thursday: The Tay is now in splendid order, but the severe frost the past 
few days has prevented the fish from taking freely. -A good number of fish have 
been taken with brown phantom. Athol. Mr. McGregor killed two fish; Lord 
Stormount has also killed a number.—P. D. MALLOCH. 


THE Spry.—Net fishing was fairly good for the first few days, but by no means 
above its average for this time of the year. The water, asin most other rivers, has 
been very unsettled lately, and owing to the recent cold and frosty weather, few 
fish have come up from the sea. The best of the rod fishing season will not be on 
for a while yet, but in a few days fish in fair numbers will likely be got. The few . 
fish that have been already caught were remarkably healthy, and in splendid con- 
dition, nota trace of disease being found on any of them. The flies that may be 
expected to kill best for a considerable time to come are “the Spey Dog,” “ green 
king,” “ purple king,” “ silver rioch,” and “Lady Caroline.” The hills far away in 
the west are still covered with snow to a great depth.—_V. FINGAL. 


SoutH Esk.—This river, considerably less in volume—and in merit—too, as a 
salmon river, than its twin sister, the North Esk, falls into the sea some distance 
further south, and close to the town of Montrose—Only thirty-five fish were got 
during the opening day; but it is reported that a good number, poisoned some 
short time ago, were drawn in by the nets. Fish do not readily take to this river ; 
that is to say, in any number, and, considering the record of the first day of the 
season, experienced fishermen are inclined to reckon that the prospects are good, 
Some kelts were got. Prices in Montrose, Is. 7d. and 1s, 8d, per pound, 


Tur TAy.— The river continued to run too high on Saturday for successful 
angling. It was too heavy for boats, but a number of parties fished from the banks, 
but with very little success. The river went back considerably during the day. The 
Dalguise water was fishéd from the banks by Mr. Dow and Mr. Low, Edinburgh. 
They had with the phantom minnow a beautiful yellow trout weighing 2lb.. They 
had also a good run with two kelts. The haughs at Guay and Dalguise continned 
to be partly submerged on Saturday, but yesterday they were nearly clear, The 
Birnam Hotel water was also fished from the banks, but no captures were made, 
Frost set inon Saturday night, and it continued to freeze yesterday, and it is anti- 
cipated that the rivers will be in good angling size to-day. 


Tay, PERTH.—Thursday. The river is in splendid order to-day, the weather 
much milder, fish rising more freely. Mr. Blair, Dundee, fished Burn Mouth to-day, 
and killed a splendid fish 241b. Cargill—Mr. Kelso one 141b., and landed fourteen 
kelts. Murthly—Tuesday, Mr. Newton three fish. Wednesday, one fish, 31Ib. ; 
to-day, Mr. Pople, one fish 18lb.—R. D, M. 

TWEED AND TEVIoT.—The streams and pools are swarming with fish. Since 
Monday, the only day that salmon anglers may have been said to have had anything 
like a chance to kill fish since the opening of the rivers, fishing has been prosecuted 
with great gusto,and with a very fair amount of success, as the following takes 
will show :—Monday, Feb. 16, Mr. James M’Donald, London, on the Hendersyde 
lower water, had 2 clean salmon and 2 kelts; on the Middle water, Mr. James 
Wright, Sprouston, 2 clean salmon, 1 sea-trout, and 2 unclean fish ; on the Ednam 
House water, Mr. Drummond, a beauty of 91b. weight, and ran several unclean fish. 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, on the Sprouston water, Mr. Russell, Bedale, Yorkshire, had 2 sea- 
trout; and on the lower water at Hendersyde, Mr. Thomas Johnston, wine and 
spirit merchant, Kelso, killed 2 splendid clean salmon, 8lb. and 1ilb., he also lost 2 
others, and ran 7 kelts. On Wednesday, Feb. 18, on the Hdnam House water, Mr. 
John Drummond killed 1 clean fish of 10lb., and lost several others ; on the lower 
Sprouston water, Mr. Russell, 1 salmon of 241b. ; onthe upper water, Mr. H. Coombe, 
Yorkshire, had 1 of 91b.; on the lower Hendersyde water, Mr. Todd (of her Majesty’s 
ship Lord Warden), killed 1 salmon and ‘ran 2 kelts, he also lost several other clean, 
fish ; on the middle water, Mr. J. B. Cunningham and Mr. C. J. Cunningham ran 
several kelts; while on the upper water’ Mr.-M’Donald also ran some kelts. The 
very frosty weather is much against the clean fish taking ; but the rivers are in 
grand condition if we only had a little more fresh weather.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 


BS SS SE 





SALMON IN THE RIveR IDLE AT RETFORD.—During the present week a large 
number of salmon have been seen in the River Idle, at Bolham, near Retford. They 
are supposed to have come up the stream from the Trent, and the fact of their having 
reached as far as Retford is both interesting and surprising. 


To RECENT.SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so thati 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 
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For both Fly, Minnow, and Worm—the BEST LINES yet introduced.—(Vide English and American Sporting Press.) 


Send for Samples. 


Free to all Applicants. 


The New Acme 16-Plait Double-Dressed Lines, 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


We supply on the following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


WHY DO WE -OF FER “HIS ON E-SIDEDRADV AN SiepGies: 


Because we are confident the improved line is nearer perfection than any other make or style of line on sale. 
These Metal Centre Lines are used by the highest living authorities, and are rapidly, by sheer force of merit, acquiring world-wide popularity. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT PATENT ON LABEL. List of Specialities in Rods, Reels, and Descriptive Catalogues of Flies, Fly Books, Lines, &c., largest in English 
Post Free, 2 stamps. 


FOSTER BROTHERS, 


ASHBOURNE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 


CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES, SUITABLE FOR 
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
Mahseer Tackle in Great Variety. 
Makers of Split Cane Rods. 
Improved Folding Trout Landing Nets 
(Very Light). 


New Patent Lever Salmon Winch 
(Can be regulated to any stiffness at will). 


PENNELL’S TACKLE KEPT IN STOCK. 


CATALOGUES 








GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS, 
SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 


IMPORTERS OF 


2,620. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 
4 


0 By Putney. 
45 - Hammersmith, 
50 + Barnes. 
Add 55 a Kew. 
75 ) Richmond. 
80 ¥ Twickenham, 
85 - Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, February 21 5.44 Bn Abc 6.7 

Sunday, * 22 6.29 6,54 
Monday, “fj 23 7.23 7.55 
Tuesday, or 24 8.31 9.12 
Wednesday, % 25 9.59 10,44 
Thursday, 43 26 11.26 AD aes 12.0 

Friday, a 27 12.3 53 ore 12.35 


RSs River Reporters who 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
ann ics Mech 


want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Tt was a great disappointment to the anglers when the rain began to fall again, and 
with such a continuance that on Tuesday the river was rising to a considerable extent 
and destroyed the then improved condition of the water. In the tidal district the 
tides have been so heavy the young fry have been carried beyond the limits of the 
river, but head-riverkeeper Thomson and his staff have been well employed in putting 





them safely back again. There are two items in the matter of trout to be recorded 
—the first, of a large fish being picked up dead opposite the landing stage at 
Teddington by two of the fishermen, whose opinion is that it had died in spawning, 
as well as of old age; it measured 28in. in length and in condition would have 
weighed not less than 12lb. This is the second fish this season that has come to grief 
under similar circumstances. The other item is of a more interesting character, and 
occurred at Stains. Itappears that Mr. Mason, fishing with Charles Hone for roach, 
caught two trout of 1lb. each, which they took down the river to Penton Hook and 
there gave them their liberty again. This circumstance may safely be regarded as 
very favourable to future prospects in regard to trout in the Thames—each year 
appears to come brighter in this respect, and that added to the work of Mr. Dickinson, 
of Kingston, in adding to the stock, must prove hopeful to the trout anglers of our 
noble river. There are a few more returns of fishing this week, which would have 
been much increased but for the flood of rain. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Job Brain, in three days, caught 201b. of roach, and Henry Howard, 
in one day, 91b. of dace. 

Twickenham.—John Spong, in two days, eight dozen of roach. Edward Finch, 
in one day, six dozen. John Coxen,in one day, eight dozen of dace; and George 
Coxen, in one day and a half, two dozen of roach. 

Teddington.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day, four dozen of dace. 

Kingston.—John Johnson, sen., in three hours, two dozen of dace. The bank 
angler here and at Surbiton have done fairly well amongst the roach and dace, and 
at the latter place a few nice perch. 

Long Ditton.—H. Buttery, in three hours, caught five and a half brace of good 
perch. The bank anglers here and at Long Ditton have had some fair sport amongst 
the roach and dace. / 

Hampton Court.—Thomas Milbourne, in one day, ten dozen of dace; and 
Charles Davis, in a day and a half, eight dozen of dace. In this neighbourhood the 
bank fishers have done some good business amongst the roach, dace, and perch. 

Sunbury.—The only returns are trom those angling on the banks, and according 
to these they have been making some good takes of fine roach, dace, perch, and 
gudgeon. } 

Walton.—The only item heré is that of Mr. Hickley, fishing with George Hone, 
with the bare result of a jack of 21b., which was put back again. 

Shepperton.—F. Purdue, in one day, three dozen of roach. 

Chertsey.—J . Poulter, the Chertsey Bridge Hotel fisherman, has made one good 
day of three bream, three brace of perch, and six dozen of roach and dace. 

Staines.—John Keene, jun., in one day, six dozen of roach. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Angling during the past four or five days has been a thing only to be dreamt of 
in the bed of the Thames. The river is once again bank high, and out of all 
angling trim—if success, at any rate, is anticipated as an integral part of the sport. 
Thamesward-bound anglers had better stay at home and “ mend their tackling,” than 
venture out on an excursion, possibly expensive, and certainly disappointing. With 
fine weather and a sharp frost or two, angling may be feasible and remunerative in 
a week or so. All the gates at the various weirs are open, and the water travelling 
likea sluice. JI ventured out yesterday in my punt, and was very soon glad enough 
to get back again into a harbour of refuge-—MARLOW BUZZ. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The downfall of rain has made the water very thick and high. My son out on 
Monday last got three dozen of roach. Iwas out two days and got some very good 
perch, most of them going a pound, taken with the worm. Very sorry to see the 
water looking so bad.—J AMES HOARE. 

Heavy rain fell on the 16th, and completely upset my arrangements for jack and 
chub fishing. The water as I write is subsiding a little, and by the 22nd will be all 
right for roach and barbel. Have not heard of anything being done. On the 15th, 
as I was going towards Windsor to meet my patron, I inquired of a bank angler 
what sport, I received for reply, “‘ Here’s a big ’un here been and run away with 
the lot.” My patron took a nice lot of roach and perch, and a chub 231b. On the 
16th, afternoon, nine roach and one perch, some roach over 1lb. This morning seven 
barbel.—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


We have a flood now, but the water is getting clear and going down. By Monday 
water will be in good order for all sorts of fishing, if it keeps fine. My two best 
days two dozen of good perch.—_ JOHN Rusu. 


Thames (Sonning). 

It seems we are never going to have any more late fishing. For the last few years 
the water comes up soon after Christmas and just as you are getting fish it rains at 
night, and the water is all over the place by morning. Last Monday, water all you 
could wish ; then it rains on Tuesday, river not fishable. There have been several 
carp taken this week, Mr. Clark found one over 8lb. A gentleman named Turner 
got one, also a nice tench over 41b., and several roach and perch, upto 2}1b. If we 
could only getit to keep fine for a few days, we should have the river in first-class 
order for all-round fishing. There are some nice trout to be seen feeding.—W. 


HULL. 
Thames (Windsor). 

Heavy rain falling on an already saturated country has had the effect of forcing 
the river up at the rate of over two fect in 48 hours ; consequently it is too high and 
too thick, though with worm some good roach are to be had; also barbel. Mr. Paice, 
of Eton Wick, tells me he had in two days 23 barbel, largest 431b., all taken from 
the bank in the neighbourhood of Surly Hall. That water was just getting right 
for jack before this push, is proved by Richard Gray, who had a patron out on the 
15th, the day’s sport comprising one fish of 3}lb., running no less than seven others, 
one of which took all with him. This in the neighbourhood of Clewer Point, where, 
to my knowledge, is the home of at least a 201b. fish. James Gray, on the 15th, had 
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21 good-sized roach, one perch, and a tench of 13lb. One of our local enthusiasts, 
Mr. King, of the Royal Oak Hotel, had a very fine show of jack taken from the Avon 
with a friendin two days, comprising over 2001b. ; largest fish, 14}1b. Captain Pierre- 
pont Brook, 93rd Sutherland Highlanders, 16th inst., with a friend, in some water 
near here, had seyen jack anda perch; four of the jack were taken with the “Comet” 
bait. It will take many days for river to clear, so that all that can be done is with 
the worm in quiet lay-byes.-—B. R. B. 





_. , Ancholme District. 

The remarks of the Pickering and Wharfedale correspondents, backed up as they 
are by the Editor on the early fishing for trout, are peculiarly appropriate just now. 
The fine weather of last week was very tempting for a throw or two, but I resolutely 
set my face against it, and have made a vow that I will not use the trout rod before 
March, if then. The wisdom of this decision was seen in a walk by the waterside 
on Saturday last. Being near the spring head of one of our local becks, I saw a 
male and female trout in the very act of spawning, with a second male below waiting 
to pounce on the eggs. By dint of good management in damming up the rill, I 
caught the two fish with my hands, and extemporised a piece of tin which 
happened to be lying near. I took about 500 perfectly ripe eggs, duly impregnated 
them, and they are now in one of the hatching-houses of the Manor Fishery. These 
fish would evidently be out of condition for another month. The spawning-time 
has possibly been extended in this water by the introduction of several varieties of 
trout. On no former occasion have I seen them so late. I have noted from season 
to season that the female fish get into condition before the males. Five thousand 
Fario fry have gone into one of the local becks this week. We have had a steady 
downpour of rain and snow for the last two or three days, and angling operations 
are at a standstill. Water beclouded.—THomas Forp, 


Ballynahinch. 

For this last week we have had wretched bad fishing weather. Bright, sunny 
days, with slight frosts at night, wind shifting very much, and water falling 
rapidly. And Iam sure little will be done for the next week or ten days, until we 
have change of moon. Mr. Anstie, who is still here, but has fished very little, seems 
not to have lost his good luck, as the only fishing we had was last Monday, when 
he succeeded in getting a nice fish 1131b.— WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Bandon (Ireland). 


Near Dunmanway a great many anglers were out on the opening day, some of 
them haying come long distances from Cork, &c., by the railway ; but the sport was 
not good, only a few dozen small trout rewarding their patience. The only kills of 
salmon I heard of were at Ballineen, where Mr. Jeremiah Crowley killed two, and 
Mr. Hickey one weighing 21lb. Though the river was abundantly supplied with 
salmon last year, I am informed the run of springers this year was never better up 
to the present. I learn just as lam writing this that Dr. M. O’B. Neville succeeded 
in landing two nice fish near Enniskean, Mr. Shorten one, and Mr. Slyne another. 
Though to-day (Monday) was a most unpromising angling day, Dr. Bailey Moragh 


had two.—Cor. 
Blackwater (Co. Cork). 

There was no fishing on this river from the 1st to the 10th of this month. Mr. 
C. Purdon Coote killed three, 121b., 13lb., and 27lb. Mr. R. E. Longfield, three, 121b., 
141b., and 23lb. Major Brown, one 14lb, Jack Bolster, one 12lb. Mr. A. Hay 
Gordon six, 91b., 101b., 12lb., 15lb., 16lb., 211b. Mr. C. Murphy, one 23lb. Colonel 
Longfield, one 22lb, The prospects for the season are very good.—JOSEPH O. 


HAROLD. 
Chichester. 

Very poor sport has to be recorded from this locality during the week. Heavy 
tains have fallen somewhat, improving the depth of water, but the colour is not 
what an angler would wish. The daily pike fishermen have literally taken nothing. 
Plenty of small roach are procurable, and bream seem coming on. From Selham 
no news ; but a party of Cicestrian anglers intend paying the water a visit the end 
of the week, when I trust I shall have something to chronicle for the next issue. 
A few good roach have repaid a visit to the Ouse, but pike have not been feeding. 
This river feels the effect of the recent rains. A few fine days will improve the 
water.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


Anglers have had fair sport for the past week. Mr. Wm. Leighton caught four 
on the 12th, weighing 101b., 141b., 8lb., and 3lb.; Mr. Hedley, same day, had six, 
weighing 24lb.; Mr. Hutchingson, four weighing 4Ilb., 5lb., 91b., and 41b. Mr, 
Leighton, on the 13th, caught two weighing 6lb.; Mr. A. Walton, Knaresbro, in 
four days caught seven, three weighing 3lb. each, also Ilb., 6lb., 5lb., and 91b.— 
FREDERICK BROWN. 

The Dove. 


The water is in capital colour, but a severe frost prevails, and angling is prac- 
tically at a stand. Since I last wrote a few good pike and chub have fallen victims 
to the artificial minnow fishers, but I think more success would have attended their 
exertions had they used the live minnow itself. These I know, however, are about 
this period of the year most difficult to obtain, as they are hiding under stones, 
&c. Wesadly want a spell of dry, frosty weather, for walking along the river 
banks is hard work just at present. The grayling are not rising particularly well, 
and I can hear of very few being captured. There are not many naturals on the 
surface, the cold nights having killed them off—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


I reply to your remarks on the report of the Angling Association for 1884, I have 
seen the hon. sec., Mr. J. B. Slater, and he gave me a list of their rules, giving prices 
of tickets and licenses, and a member’s ticket, showing the extent of their waters, 
which I inclose herewith. He says that the committee would be very pleased to 
give any number of chub to the National Fish Culture Association, if they could get 
them alive, but they have hitherto found it a difficult matter to net them, and so are 
compelled to destroy them as best they can. Mr. Slater tells me he will try the net 
again this year, and let you know the result. He also desires me to say that he 
never refuses to give leave to anyone to fish for coarse fish, such as chub, dace, pike, 
&e., without any charge. Rod fishing for salmon began on Monday, the 16th, when 
the water was in fair order. Ihave only heard of three fish being killed. Mr. R. 
Routledge killed a 23-pounder in the Warwick Hall water, Mr. T. Bird a fish at 
Armathwaite, and Mr. Pickering one at Syke Foot. There is very little disease show- 
ing among the spring fish so far ; but I have no doubt we shall see more of it. A 
good many diseased kelts have been taken out of the river by the bailiffs during the 
winter, and an angler told me he had caught three diseased trout with his landing 
net. Trout were rising very well on Tuesday below Carlisle, and I know a man who 
killed half a dozen with the fly. The river is now in good order for salmon fishing, 
and good sport is expected shortly —SILVER GREY. 

[Much obliged for the information.—ED. ] 


Esk (Whitby). 

The water of this river was in a fishable order on Thursday, the 12th inst., and 
several piscators were out. Captain Dinsdale caught a scaly and a trout. On 
Friday nothing was done. Saturday was fine and much warmer, and Captain Dins- 
dale landed one scaly and hooked, but lost, another. He also landed two trout in 
fair condition. Mr. F, W. Donkin also rose two, but failed to hook them. The kelts 
are still very numerous. On Monday a cold east wind prevailed and fish would not 
rise. The moors on Tuesday were covered with snow and the wind blew from the 
east. Until we have warmer weather fishing will be at a standstill, <A friend 
writes as follows :—‘I notice an account of a dropsical trout in the FIsHinG 
GAZETTE of last week. I was fishing near Sleight’s one day in October, 1883, when 
I saw a salmon lying apparently dead in the river. I got my gaff and hooked it out. 
It was not quite dead, as it gave a feeble struggle. It was blown out to an enor- 





mous size. Having knocked it on the head I opened it, and found it, like the roach 
alluded to, full of water. I cannot account for it in any way. There was no wound 
to be seen on the fish. I was fishing one spring, a few years ago, when I hooked and 
landed a salmon trout kelt. On getting it on land I was surprised to find the fly 
hooked on the side about 2in. from the gills, the casting line being through the 
gills. I should like to know if any correspondents can account for this. I suppose 
the fish must have taken the fly savagely, and that the water passing rapidly through 
the gills carried the fly with it.’—JNo. J. JACKSON. 


; Exe (Exeter). 

Since my last report, we have had some changeable weather and river in full 
flood, heavy rains and sunshine, so that extremes (Exe streams) meet. Some nice 
roach have been taken, one angler taking four in succession, which scaled 3lb. ; 
also afew perch and pike, with live minnow and live bait respectively. Weather 
now very frosty but delightful sunshine ; but wind being N.E. a change is required 
to insure good sport.—J. A. KELLEY. 


; Exe (Tiverton). 

On Monday last, the opening day, anglers were out in good numbers. The water 
was in good order, and fish sported well. Very good baskets were made. Tuesday 
was not so good a day; a fair number were taken. Since then the weather has been 
bright, with sharp frost at night ; consequently little has been done. Flies that have 
taken best are the usual ones for this time of the year—viz., blue upright, halfstone, 
heron body blue, and February red.—Wm. Muprorp. 


Ilfracomhe. 

Sea-fishing : there are no heavy catches to report this week. A few boats are out 
daily, fishing with ground lines; they return with small catches of whiting, pout, 
and codling. Those fishing with rod and hand lines from the rocks and jetty have 
had very little sport. Weather fine, but cold—E, Comer. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Number of salmon taken since last report : Muckross net, 70 salmon ; Caharnane, 
11 salmon ; Glena Net, 15 salmon ; Mr. D. C. Coltsman, 3 salmon on Flesk ; Callaghan 
McCarthy, one 131b. on Flesk ; C. J. Crane, one salmon 121b. on Flesk ; B. Morrough 
Bernard, one 12lb. on Flesk ; Daniel O’Donoughe, 3 salmon on the lower lake 32lb.: 
Tim McCarty, 2 salmon 22lb.; Robert Roberts, 1 salmon 143lb.; John Connell, 
1 salmon 11$lb. 18th, Eugene Cournane, | salmon 101b.; Tim McCarthy, 1 salmon 
12lb.; Mr. J. C. Curtayne, 1 salmon 13lb. on Flesk. Weather very bad at present for 
fishing; wind N.E. <A change badly wanted. The hill-tops are covered with 
snow. There won’t be any fishing until the snow is off the hills—TiIm McCArtuy, 


Fisherman. 
Lea (Tottenham). 


Previous to Monday’s heavy downpour of rain, the water was in capital condition, 
and the fish well on the feed. A. Williams, fishing with paste, on the afternoons of 
Friday and Saturday, got nine dozen roach from the Copper Mill stream ; Mr. Dodd, 
live-baiting, killed a nice little jack, weighing 4?lb.; Mr. Bennett, spinning with 
spoon, got hold of two fish, but was only successful in landing one. Two other gen- 
tlemen gota jack each. The water to-day (Thursday) is rapidly fining down, and a 
couple more fine days will bring it into good order for all-round fishing.—HACKLES 


RED, 
Lea (Rye House). 


On Feb. 15 there were some nice perch taken by Mr. Neeal ; likewise some good 
roach and two chub, The water is getting in first-rate order now after these rains, 


—Wm. COwrELL. 
Lea (Ware). 


That tailors can use the roach pole as well as throw the steel bar about was fully 
proved on the 15th, as Paddy Gill, of the Bloomsbury Brothers, came off victorious. 
John Bell was in luck again to-day, having a handsome show of roach. The river 
is a beautiful colour now. having been in a state of flood since Monday. Anglers 
visiting here for the jack fishing can have fresh-caught baits at J. Baldock’s, the 
Toll House.—HArRRy PAGE, 

Leicester. : d 

Angling prospects in this neighbourhood have been seriously interfered with by 
the recent heavy rains. Incessant downpours occurred during the 15th and 16th. 
terminating rather singularly on Monday evening with a heavy snowstorm. Waters 
rose-very rapidly, and by Tuesday morning the meadows in the vicinity of the river 
Soar were inundated to the extent of several miles, causing considerable damage to 
property. Since Wednesday the waters have gone down rapidly, but the river is 
still in a swollen state, and it will be some time before angling is again practicable. 
On Friday and Saturday some capital all-round takes of coarse fish were had from 
the local angling society’s waters, pike and chub especially biting freely. A very 
handsome pike weighing 8lb. was taken by Mr. Gamp in the backwater near St. 
Mary’s Mills. Several smaller ones, between 3lb. and 5lb., were also landed. In the 
district towards Loughborough many of the low-lying meadows are under water, the 
Soar in that locality having overflowed its banks, and in several instances the land 
has the appearance of an extensive lake. The weather on Thursday was very bright 
and fine, and inclined to be frosty.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both the streams still keep high and coloured. At the end of last week both 
streams had cleared considerably, and the anglers of this part expected to have some 
good fishing this week ; but the weather changed on Sunday and Monday, and rain 
fell heavily in this district and soon made the water very muddy again, and stopped the 
fishing for a short time till the water begins to clear again. Three or four anglers 
were out on Friday and Saturday, but did not do much execution. On Friday a 
gentleman tried the Lugg with the maggot, and took six nice-sized fish. In the 
Arrow a few fish were taken with the worm. On Saturday a few fish were taken 
near Irvington with the worm. Little doing in the Hardisland district. A few fish 
haye been taken near Aymestry. The Pinsley is high and muddy ; fishing quiet.— 


GWYNNE. : 
The Ouse (Huntingdon). 

T had a chance for two hours on the 14th, the water being a little thick ; but I was 
fortunate to take one 53lb. On the 15th the water was in a great deal better con- 
dition, but I did not go out for it was rather stormy. I was thinking of going 
out on Monday, but the rain which fell on Sunday morning early caused the river 
to swell, and to be such a colour that I have never seen before. A great deal of 
land has been under water; but within the last day or two it has gone down very 
much, and if the rain keeps off it will be fishable in the course of a few days or a 
week, which I am in hopes it will, or a great quantity of spawn will be left to 
perish, for the floods will bring the jack on the shallows, and leave them to spawn ; 
for the time is drawing nigh for them to get in their beds.—H. Rout. 


Severn (Kidderminster). : 

The water up to the 15th was in splendid condition for angling. A good few rods 
have been out and done fairly well, the takes averaging from 3lb. to 8lb. per rod. 
Since the 15th, we have had about twenty-four hours rain, which will put the river 
in flood again. There have been several very fine eels caught already, owing, I sup- 
pose, to the open weather we have had the last week or two. Several of the eels 
taken were gorged with salmon roe. There are a great quantity of spent fish in the 
river. The net men at one haul took 30 fish ; 28 of them were returned to the river. 
Another haul produced 26 fish, but four only could be retained ; the remainder were 
put back again into the river. These fish would be very late spawners, and not 
having sufficient strength to take advantage of the floods we have had lately. The 
dace are getting on the gravel. A good few have been taken in about 1Sin, or 2ft. 
of water, the open weather bringing the fish close up to the weir, and still a month 
to the close time. According to your Shrewsbury correspondent, the Privilege 
Ticket question was brought forward at their meetings. Inmy humble opinion, the 
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Waveney (Beccles). 

Two or three heavy rains have put the river in a state of flood, and present prospects 
are nil, and are likely to be so for at least a week or two, according to the weather. 
Although pike fishermen have done fairly well, I cannot record such a large number 
asin my last report. The following is a list of fish caught, with the names of the 
fortunate anglers :—Mr. Cowles, of Stratford, Feb. 12, one fish, 6lb.; Feb. 13, five 
fish, 21b. to 51b.; Mr. Mark Mills, seven fish, Feb, 14, 2lb. to 51b.; Capt. James, six 
fish, Feb. 13, 2lb. to 41b.; Mr. J. Mills, one fish, and Mr. Alfred Darley, three fish, 
Mr. L. James, Feb. 17, two fish, 3lb. and 41b. respectively. Mr. J. Rouse, on the 
14th inst., a splendid catch of roach, some very fine fish, and a good dace measuring 
104in.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Welsh Harp Fishery (Hendon.) 

There were several nice jack taken at the above last week. Mr. Adams took one 
weighing 531b., Mr. Francis two of about 51b. each, and Mr. Plumpton one of 441b. 
in weight. The water now is exceedingly high and rather thick ; but directly it 
fines down some good sport may be expected. Plenty of live-bait may be had from 
the keeper.—M. A. 

The Wharfe (Yorkshire) and Eden (Appleby). 


We have now arrived at what may be termed the “ dead season,” for itis now high 
time that grayling were let alone, and trout are certainly not worth taking, either 
in an edible or sporting point of view. Iam greatly astonished that in the Derby- 
shire and Worcester districts (according to the reports in sporting papers) anglers 
are allowed to continue grayling fishing beyond the middle of February at the latest. 
All the noted clubs in Yorkshire stop at the end of January, and, in my opinion, 
others would do well to follow their example—that is, if they wish to retain the 
grayling in their streams. I am writing these notes at Penrith. and cannot, there- 
fore, say in what condition the Wharfe is at the present time; but from the above 
remarks your readers may assume that I do not care, for I do not intend taking my 
rod in hand again until the trout season arrives with the lst of April. By the bye, 
it may interest some of your readers to learn that Mr. Birbeck, the landlord of the 
Commercial Inn, Appleby, can give permission to anglers staying at his house to 
fish a length of the river Eden both at Warcop and Temple Sowerby. I can recom- 
mend the house as a most comfortable one for the tourist angler, who, like myself, 
may abhor a “swell hotel,” where there is generally more show than comfort. Mrs, 
Birbeck is an excellent cook, as I can testify from experience, and to an angler that 
is a point of considerable importance.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers, especially the higher lengths, are in fair condition for fly 
fishing, but with the unsettled state of the weather, and snow laying on the tops of 
the hills the whole of the past week, very few fishermen have cared to turn out, and 
those that have been out have done next to nothing. The pike fishers have killed a 
few fish on various parts of the Derwent, the fish running small, The Matlock Bath 
New Angling Association turned about forty trout into the Derwent near to Matlock 
Bath Railway Station last Saturday, the fish being from lb. to over 3lb. each. 
They have nearly all their trays full of trout eggs at their new fish hatchery. The 
Leith Hill trout are only just spawning. I never heard of them being so late in all my 
life before. Natural flies out thick on the Derwent this afternoon, Thursday—vyiz., 
long flat winged browns and cock wing duns.—Guo, JAS. BATON, 


The Wye (Herefordshire.) 


River in flood since opening day. All last week snow water was coming down ; 
little or no chance of angling for a week or more. Season tickets on Hereford and 
Hampton section of Wye have been raised to£5. No water bailiff put on up to this 
to look after anglers. or prevent fishing without leave or salmon licenses. This means 
the old story here—little or no sport, and plenty of poaching in open day.—J. T, 
HEREFORD. 

Usk. 


The United Usk Association met at Abergavenny on Thursday last, when the 
meeting was numerously attended, and resolutions were passed, which, we believe, 
haye given general satisfaction, and the association, having secured the fisheries of 
Pantygoitre and Clytha, some six miles in extent, comprising some excellent salmon 
and trout catches, in addition to the fisheries hitherto held by them, the Usk will 
be one of the finest rivers for the angler in England. The river will be now divided 
into three fisheries belonging to the association—the upper one at Brecon; the 
centrel one at Pantygoitre and Clytha ; and the lower one five miles and five below 
the town of Usk. The season salmon tickets, combining the central and lower 
fisheries, will be £25, whilst either of them may be fished separately by season 
tickets for £15, Day tickets are also issued at 10s. per day. The trout tickets will 
be £2 and £1 respectively. The trout fishing commenced on Monday last, and somé 
capital baskets have been secured during the week.—ARGUS. ae 


Privilege question had better be left alone. It will only be the cause of a great deal 
of heart burning, and other societies will expect the same privilege, whether it is 
for contests or otherwise. Let the fish alone during the fence months, and put off 
the contest until the white fish season opens, if it is that class of fish they wish to take. 
—H, EARP. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The weather during the past week has been far more favourable to anglers than 
heretofore, and many haye taken advantage of the change. On Saturday, the river 
Uffington had quite a summer appearance, there being several fishermen, all having 
capital sport. One of these took nine very fine perch: the smallest weighed over 
1lb., the largest 2}1b., good. A friend of his, who also lives in Castlefields, caught 
seven perch and roach, and again on Monday a good basket of fish, including a nice 
pike of 431b. Mr. Tench, who is well known as an enthusiastic angler, has been 
haying good sport, and Mr. Bryan, fishing on Saturday, took several rough fish from 
near the new road. Mr. Punch, who is always ready to give the netsmen 4d. per lb. 
for chub and rough fish, was busy with some last- week, some of which he sold for 
as much as ls. per lb. Up to the present time I have heard of no one taking any 
Severn Salmon, and none have been exposed in Shrewsbury for sale. A few good 
trout have been taken with the nets. There was snow on the hills on Wednesday 
morning, and the river rose slightly. Frest prevails every night, and the wind is at 
present S.W.—F., H. MorcGan. 


Severn (Gloucester). 


The river Severn, near Gloucester, is still very thick and high, and will not be in 
good condition for some days, The upper reaches are, however, getting into capital 
condition ; some good roach and flounders were obtained at Wainloads Hill on Satur- 
day last. The river Frome is now in grand condition, but the large supply of water 
is setting all the mills to work, so that the stream is too rapid for very successful 
fishing. A prominent member of the committee of the local angling society visited 
this water with two brother piscators yesterday (Wednesday) ; but, after settling to 
work and catching one fish, he found it too cold, and returned by the next train. 
The other two, however, would not give up, and were rewarded for their pluck 
and perseverance with four dozen roach between them. It was a bitter cold day. 
To-day, Thursday, three local anglers visited the same water, andalthough a sharp 
frost and cutting east wind, they succeeded in taking three anda half dozen, two 
dozen and four, and one dozen respectively. These fish were principally roach of 
good size, a few gudgeon and perch, and were all taken with very small brandling 
worms, the finest drawn gut being used. The water was in excellent order; but 
owing to the very swift current, a great many swims could not be fished. I hear 
that elaborate preparations were made last week by some of the knowing ones for 
reducing the stock of jack in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal; but the day 
ended without. a run. All still water here has the consistency of peasoup at 


present.— SINGLE HAIR. 
The Stour (Bures, Essex). 


This week angling is at a standstill owing to the floods, and is likely to be so for 
some days, even should we have no more rain, Mr, Thompson, Feb. 8th, 22lb. of 
roach. Feb. 9th, Mr. Bainbridge, 24lb. roach, many of them #lb. Feb. 10th, Mr. 
Hubbard, 18lb. roach, one scaling 1b. 40z. ; and Mr. Webber, 131b. of roach, four of 
them weighing 33lb. Mr. Thompson also succeeded in taking on the 14th inst. 251b. 
roach and a few nice perch. When the water is in its proper condition, I hope to be 
able to report some good takes of jack.—A. M. B. 


South of Ireland. 


The angling has now fairly commenced on the Lee. The heavy rains on Saturday 
and Sunday culminated in a great flood on Sunday and Monday, but since then the 
swollen waters have gone down, and with more settled weather things have im- 
proved. There has been good sport all round, anda continuance of it is promised, 
judging by the present appearance of the atmosphere. The following is a partial 
list of the salmon that have been taken :—Capt. Woodley, one ; J. Manning, two; 
Gen. Bird, one: at Warren’s Court, six; Mr. R. Barter, two (on Tuesday) ; Mr. F. 
Barry, three ; Jack McAnliff, one; Mr. Herrick, three ; Mr. D. Cronin, four ; Mr. 
G. C. E. Colthurst, five; Capt. Maitland, one, and three good recruits ; Albert 
Beamish, two (on Wednesday); Major Broderick, two (on Wednesday) ; Richard 
Barter, two (on Wednesday ). 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. ] 


THE Ler AND BANDON.—The fishing in the Lee since Monday has been greatly 
interfered with by a sudden change in the weather to frost. We have had three 
nights of freezing, and though the sun at noon comes out strongly, it does not alter 
the case, except that it makes it more pleasant for the angler to be on the bank. 
The records of this week are practically a blank, the river being charged with snow 
water, and the cold weather driving the fish to the bottom. On Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday of last week things were more lively, as may be seen from the follow- 
ing :—Mr. Barter, four spring salmon ; Mr. James Lambkin, one ; Dr. Hackett, one ; 
Mr. Albert Beamish, two ; Major Broderick, two; Mr. R. Bowen Colthurst, two ; 
Col. Hawkes, one ; Dr. Taylor, two; Mr. C. Collsman, one; Mr. Bass, eight; Col. 
Curtis and party, four ; Capt. Abbott, 2; Mr. Persse, two ; Mr. A., one ; J. Manning, 
one; Mr. R. Warren, one. Sir Augustus Warren returns twenty-four as the number 
killed upon his preserves since the season opened. The Bandon river opened on the 
15th with fair prospects. Mr. Payne took one, Mr. J. Rye one, Mr. Perry one, Lord 
Bandon four, Col. Mannsell five, Mr. Macklin three, Capt. Rye two, Mr. Beasley six, 
Mr. Bevan one, Mr. G. Stanley one, and Mr. Tanner ten.—ANGLER. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


Fishing in this district has been very quiet this week, the water still keeping very 
high and muddy. There was every prospect of some good fishing being had, as the 
water had begun to clear very nicely ; but on Sunday and Monday rainand snow fell 
in heavy showers, and the water soon got muddy again and put a stop to angling for 
a short time till it begins to clear again. On Friday and Saturday a few anglers were 
out with the worm and maggot. In the water near the town a few good fish were 
taken with the maggot. In the water above Little Hereford Bridge a nice dish was 
taken with the worm. A few fish were landed near Berrington. The Kyre, Rea, 
and Ledwyche are high and coloured. No fishing doing —WoRCESTER. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


Anglers have had but a middling time of it lately. No sooner had the water got 
into pretty good order than heavy rain fell again on Sunday and Monday, filling the 
streams bank full, and highly colouring them. Some fish, but not many, were 
caught on Friday and Saturday in the Teme. On Tuesday an angler near to New 
Bridge fished in the afternoon while the sun was shining for three hours, but never 
brought a single fish to land. He used the red worm. Visiting the same spot on 
Wednesday with the preserved maggot, he managed to catch a few small fish, but 
the water had not cleared itself sufficiently to do much execution, Wednesday was 
a bright. clear day (after a night’s frost), and one or two anglers visited the Ony 
and the Corve with the red worm, but did not secure a brace each. The streams are 
full and coloured too much for the angler, but they have began to fall, and by the 
time the GAZETTE is published (if no further rains descend), the streams, no doubt, 
will be in good order again, Sharp hail showers to day.—S. LuDLow. 





WHATEVER may be the destiny in store for flats as residences, there is unques- 
tionably a demand at the present time far in excess of the supply. One grain of 
comfort may, however, be found in the reflection that just at this moment there are 
a few advertised to be let at Colville Mansions, Bayswater. These excellently 
arranged self-contained suites of rooms are exactly suited to,the réquirements of 
salmon fishermen, who vacate their domiciles during the angling season, leaving 
town just at the very time when there is a great call in the neighbourhood of Bays- 
water for furnished houses and apartments. .Left under the supervision of the 
attendant porter, who resides upon the premises, to air and keep in order, they re- 
quire no charwoman or family housekeeper to pry about, whose work is more 
generally directed to Lloyd’s weekly newspaper and burning the gas. Colville 
Mansions is, as it were, a mere corner of the Colville Estate, and it would be hardly 
possible to exaggerate the convenience and comfort to be found there. This magnifi- 
cent property was purchased some few years since by the Honourable Edward Strutt, 
a gentleman who has made for himself a good name as a landlord in the neighbour- 
hood by his careful and punctual superintendence. The secretary, Mr. Smith, is 
always to be found at the office, with assistants and workmen, who attend to any of 
the immediate wants of the tenants. Mr. Kelson speaks very highly of how the 
whole system of management is carried out—he having resided there some years. 
The particulars are brief ; but we are induced to recommend those of our readers 
who may be seeking a spacious suite of rooms upon one floor to the clerks at 
No. 9, Colville Mansions, W. ; or to 43, Finsbury-circus. 


THE HOLBORN RESTAURANT.—On Wednesday last, being Ash Wednesday, the 
orchestra, which was largely increased for the occasion, performed a choice selection 
of sacred music from six until ten o'clock. There was, as usual, a very large at- 
tendance of visitors. The solos on the cornet by Mr. Donoghu were loudly applauded, 
but the encores were not permitted on account of the length of the programme, 
There was only one deviation, as a compliment to one of the old frequenters of the 
restaurant, and that was “The Wedding March.” The overtures, marches, and 
choruses were admirably rendered under the direction of Mr. Charles Saunders, 
chef dorchestra, to whom much praise is due. The introduction of so great a 
musical treat is due to the energetic exertions of Mr. T. J. Hamp, who is always 
ready to promote the comfort and pleasure of the patrons of the Holborn 
Restaurant, 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Teachings of Experience.—The united testimony of thousands, extending 
over more than forty years, most strongly recommends these Pills as the best purifiers, the mildest 
aperients, and the surest restoratives. They never prove delusive, or give merely temporary relief, but 
attack all ailments of the stomach, lungs, heart, head, and bowels in the only safe and legitimate way, 
by depurating the blood, and so eradicating those impurities which are the source and constituent of 
almost every disease. Their medicinal efficacy is wonderfwl in renovating enfeebled constitutions. 
Their action embraces all that is desirable in a household medicine. They expel every noxious and 
effete matter ; and thus the strength is nurtured and the energies stimulated. [ 


Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 
Both these rivers in high flood, and no chance of fishing for some days, At 
Yoxall some fine pike have been taken, one scaling 151b. 


Trent (Swarkestone). 
River very high andsthick, and it will take several days before it can get in good 
order. I can only hear of one small salmon being taken in this district since the 


season opened.—SPINNING BAIT, | 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ABERDEEN ANGLING ASSOCIATION AND ANGLING RIGHTS. 


The annual general meeting of the Aberdeen Angling Association was held in the 
Lecture Room of the Café Buildings on Monday evening. There was a large attend- 
ance of the members, and Mr. Peter Esslemont, the president of the Association, 
occupied the chair. The report for the past year, submitted by the secretary, showed 
that there were seventy members of the Association, and the treasurer’s report stated 
that the income for the twelve months had been £17 10s., and the expenditure 
£10 Os. 8d., leaving a balance of £7 9s. 4d. The meeting then re-elected Mr. Essle- 
mont president, Mr. William Gray vice-president, Mr. Robert Meff treasurer, Mr. 
William Yule secretary, and the following gentlemen were appointed members of the 
Committee of Management :—Messrs. Edmondstone, Arthur, Forrest, Keith, Masson, 
Lockhart, Linklater, Norrie, and Rutherford. A motion by one of the members with 
reference to fishing on the chartered waters of the Dee and Don was then considered, 
it being proposed that the society should supply the funds to defend any action that 
might be taken against a member who, delegated to fish on the opening day this 
season on a part of the chartered waters of the Don, had had his right to do so ques- 
tioned. A long discussion in regard to the matter and on the general question of 
the right of the citizens to the waters referred to followed, and ultimately the reso- 
lution was come to that one of the members having been challenged for fishing on 
water on the Don which is understood to be within the rights of the citizens, 
the law agent of the Association should defend the case if it were brought into 
court. 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above club competed for three prizes on February 15th, 
roving go where you please, the following being the result: Mr. B. Powell, Ist., 
3lb. O10z. dace and roach ; Mr, Shakel, 2nd, 2lb. 1530z. roach and chub; Mr. J. 
Bowling, 3rd, 21b. 20z. bream. Messrs. Roker, and F. Davis also had fish—D. 
DAVIS, sec. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Feb. 15th the following members weighed in fish :—Mr. Arnold, roach, 
3lb. lloz.; Mr. Farebrother, roach and dace, 2lb. 630z.; Mr. Willes, perch, roach, and 
dace, l4oz. ; Mr. Taylor, roach and dace, 41b. 430z.; Mr. Say, roach, 3lb. loz. The 
smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will take 
place in the club-room on Monday, March 2nd, Mr. C. A. Medcalf in the chair. It 
is to be hoped that members of both associations will kindly support us on that 
occasion, and leave out any differences that may exist, as the object of the meeting 
is one to do good to all brother anglers; and the chairman is so well known to pay 
visits to all the meetings that he possibly can, and is also ably supported on those 
occasions by his brother members, that we hope to have a good muster of anglers 
and friends, Chair will be taken at 9 o’clock p.m.—J. WORLEDGE, 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. : 

The monthly meeting of the delegates of this association was held at the Foresters’ 
Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on Monday evening last, Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair. 
The secretary, Mr. Ghurney, having read the minutes of the previous delegates’ 
meeting, they were duly confirmed. The chairman then announced that in pursuance 
of instructions given to the secretary by the committee, he was happy to inform 
them that arrangements had been made with the proprietors of the waters situate 
at Weybridge (Weybridge Lock to Pyrford Lock), Waltham (the Smaller Lea), and 
Ponder’s End (Pike and Anchor Fishery), to rent these waters for the use of members 
belonging to clubs affiliated to the Anglers’ Association. Very great satisfaction 
was expressed at this arrangement, and the following resolution passed :—‘ That 
this meeting approves of the action of the committee in renting the above waters 
for the use of the members of the Anglers’ Association.” The president then gave 
an interesting account of his visit to the Nottingham and Notts Angling Preserva- 
tion Society, giving a résumé of the proceedings, particulars of which have already 
appeared in the FISHING GAZETTE. At the committee meeting next day some 
valuable suggestions were made, and there is every reason to hope that the work 
now being begun at Nottingham may not only benefit the anglers of the Trent ; but 
if successful (and there seems every reason to hope that it will be so) will greatly 
assist anglers everywhere to regain and maintain their rights of fishing in all our 
rivers. It was considered advisable that the London anglers should be put in pos- 
session of some of the facts as regards the claims, real or supposed, at present in 
existence on the river Thames ; and it was resolved—“ That Mr. Geen be invited to 
read a paper to the anglers of London on the subject of public and private claims to 
fisheries in the river Thames.” Mr. Geen expressed his ready willingness to do so, 
and we hope a large meeting of anglers will take place in March (actual date and 
place of meeting to be announced), to listen to what, no doubt, will be a highly- 
interesting and instructive paper. Mr. Tibbatts was appointed auditor of the 
accounts of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. Mr, Field was nominated, and unani- 
mously elected, one of the trustees of the Anglers’ Association, Messrs. Manning, 
Thorling, Page, and Jennings gave accounts of their successes at various district 
visits ; the results, as reported by each, being of a most encouraging nature. Each 
of these gentlemen has his heart thoroughly in his work, and the results must be 
most beneficial to the Anglers’ Association. The following clubs, thirty-two in 
number, answered to the roll-call :—Alexandra, Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Burdett, 
City of London, Cavendish, Clapton, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, 
Duke of Cornwall, Dalston, Edmonton, and Tottenham, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, 
Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Isaac Walton, Metro- 
politan, North Eastern, Phoenix, Prince of Wales, Queen’s, Portsmouth Waltonians, 
Peckham Brothers, St. John’s, South London, Sociable Brothers, West Ham Brothers, 
Sir Hugh Myddelton, Wellington. Delegates will please note that all future meet- 
ings of the Anglers’ Association will commence at 8:30.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 13s. 9d. 
from the donation-box of the Cavendish Angling Society, and 63d. from the donation- 
box of the (late) Bridgwater Brothers’ Angling Society, and £1 1s. annual subscrip- 
tion from the Great Northern Brothers Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 1s. dona- 
tion from B. Cunningham, in the elub-room of the Hoxton Brothers at the smoking 
concert on Tuesday last. The next meeting of the committee will take place on 
Friday evening, Feb. 27th, at 9 o’cloek.—_R. GHURNEY. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fished for a supper at Bourne End, the club being 
divided into sides:. After an enjoyable day, it was found to be a walk: over for the 
winning side, Mr, C. Braun leading with 8lb. of fine roach, the largest scaling 11b. 
4oz.; Mr. Shaw coming up with 41b. of good roach, followed by Messrs. Cobb, 
Sparrow, Lowther, Weatherhead, Burbidge, Sparkes, and Coombs, with a 
miscellaneous collection, Mr. C. Braun winning Mr. Roache’s prize for the 
heaviest take. On the losing side, Messrs. Snow. and EH. Loundes having 
some fair shows; the following members also having a moderate lot ; Messrs. 
Fennel, Dutton, Moodie, and Austin haying roach, Messrs. Tclathauer, Roache, and 
Young having dace; the returns being very good considering our standard for 
roach, being Sin. As I resign my office as secretary on the 18th inst., all further 
communications to be addressed to Mr. C. E. Moodie, 13, Draycott Terrace, King’s- 
road, Chelsea, S.W., our future seeretary.—_W. Dur ron. 


‘election of officers for the year. 


CAXTON ANGLING CLUB (WAVENEY, BECCLES). 

The annual general meeting of this society was held on Saturday last, for the 
Mr. J. Hooker (of the Waveney and Oulton 
Preservation Society) presided, and the following were elected on the committee: 
Messrs. J. Hooker, C. Chase, J. Judge, F. Ulph, G. Holland, W. W. Peachey, and P. 
Button. Mr. W. Lee was re-elected treasurer, and Mr. A. E. Mickleburgh, hon. 
secretary. Several alterations were made inthe rules and conditions of competi- 
tions, and, in addition to the prize given for the largest fish in each match, and for 
the largest fish of the season ; an extra prize was added for the six fish weighing 
the heaviest in each match, excluding the largest fish caught. After the business 
was disposed of, and the first match fixed, the secretary read a few of the past 
records of the club, and showed that, notwithstanding the raising of the standard 
in 1879 to seven inches, the weight of fish caught, over 7in.in length, had averaged 
considerably more than under the old rule, thus demonstrating from facts that the 
angling prospects were improving beyond dispute, and this, it is hoped, will be 
encouraging to the Preservation Society and anglers generally. A vote of thanks to 
the secretary, and to Mr. Hooker for presiding, was unanimously passed at the 
conclusion of the meeting.— A. E, M., hon. sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 15th inst. Mr. Chambers weighed in 3lb. of roach, perch, dace, and 
gudgeon from Egham ; Mr. McDonnell, roach and dace, and Mr. Castell, dace from 
the Stort.—Cas, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting was held on Monday last at the Swan, Upper Clapton, E., 
Mr. George Colls in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed, and a new member was elected. Mr. H. Short and Ion Saturday last took 
some chub from the Lea.. Several letters of regret were read from angling societies 
who were prevented from attending our meeting on the 26th ult. Mr. Stone, the 
present renter of the water at Sewardstone (late Bailey’s) attended, and gave an 
account of what he had done, and intended to do, to improve the waters. Members 
present expressed their opinion that with proper management this could be made an 
excellent fishing station. Mr. T, Verdun, the bailiff to the Lea Conservancy at 
Spring Hill, Clapton, attended, and spoke as to the condition of the Lea ; the floods 
were then out, and an immense push of water was coming down, carrying large 
quantities of weeds, &c. When the river settles down there should be some good all- 
round sport. At the backwater near Horseshoe Point some very large perch have 
been seen; one, estimated at 3lb., was played by an angler, but finally broke away. 
A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings.—Our ordinary 
monthly smoking concert will take place on Monday next at 8 p.m. sharp ; a capital 
night may be anticipated, as I have promises of excellent talent. I hope that mem~ 
bers and friends will put in a good appearance, and I haye pleasure in inviting the 
attendance of members of other angling societies, and brother anglers generally ; 
they may rely on a cordial welcome and a jolly evening —HENRY HOWwSE. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday evening, Feb. 12th, our fortnightly smoking concert was held, and 
proved, as usual, a great success. Recitations, intermixed with songs, make these 
evenings a time to look forward to. Among others, I must mention Mr, Newman’s 
splendid rendering of “The Old Armchair,” given in a style seldom heard, which 
was received with a storm of applause ; other notable singers being Messrs. Wellman, 
Banfield, Innis, Jones, Moore, &c. Mr. Frank Innis caused roars of laughter with a 
theatrical sketch in verse, and those members who were not present lost a treat in 
this alone. A match for four prizes was fished on the 15th inst. at Staines, the 
winners being Messrs. H. Moore, Wellman, Weyer, and Jones, in order named, 
Messrs. Banfield, Boisseau, Withers, Wakeford, and Maslin also had fish, but from 
other waters. Our next smoking concert on Thursday next, Feb. 25th—W. 
MASLIN, sec. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 14th inst., and went to various places. 
Those members who took the Thames for it were more fortunate than their brother 
members who went to other places, for Mr. Cocks secured a very nice barbel and 
some roach, also Messrs. W. and G. Jenkins some nice roach, dace, and perch ; like- 
wise Messrs. Wilkinson, Webley, Maples, and Baker some very good shows of roach 
and perch. We fish our last match of the season on the 22nd inst, ; there are eight 
prizes to be contested for.—C, REEVus, sec. 


‘EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club were out in full force on the 15th, and we had a nice show of fish 
from the Lea, Mr. Collyer being best man, having five jack, Messrs. Money and Mole 
one jack each, and Messrs. Nathen, Ferry, Gray, Foster, and O. Wade roach and dace ; 
the latter gentleman having the best show. Amongst others he had a dace 12}0z.— 
F. A. GRAY, sec. 





FOXLEY ANGLERS. 

This society was formerly established at the Foxley, Foxley-road, Brixton, the 
host of which was such a “genial and good-natured comrade in all their sports” 
that the members resolved to remove their society to his new quarters—the New 
Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth—where, on Friday, the 13th, one of the members 
forwarded upwards of lewt. of handsome jack, consisting of fish going from 4lb. to 
16lb., the latter predominating. On the 15th Mr. T. Hughes forwarded seventeen 
fish that turned the scale at 80]b. Allthe fish were in splendid condition, and made 
a very nice show, the sight of which delighted a great number of people. Onthe 
18th a very nice show of roach and jack was received from Mr. Hughes. There 
were some very handsome, plump roach among them, some turning the scale at 
1lb, 150z.; at a rough guess, I estimated the gross weight to be about 401b. 
Mr. T. Hughes has since then brought home with him a nice show of roach 
about 301b., caught a few hours before starting for London, all in splendid condition — 
PIXIE, 

GOLDEN BARBEL. 

~ On the 15th the members of this society mustered pretty strong in the evening at 
the headquarters. Many of them had visited the banks of the Thames, the canal, or 
else the Colne. Some were successful, among them were Mr. J. Green, who had some 
roach ; G. Henrie, a nice perch, going 1lb. 14oz. It is reported that a competition for 
prizes will take place on March8th. For full particulars, members are requested to 
apply to Mr. J. Roach, Secretary at the headquarters, any Sunday or Tuesday evening 
previous to that date or to—PIx1p. 


GLOUCESTER MUTUAL ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club celebrated their second anniversary on Thursday last 
at the Pelican Inn, Gloucester. Mr. John Wood presided, faced by the vice- 
chairman, Mr. W. Boulton, and supported by the secretary, Mr. W. Luker, and 
about 25 members of the club. After doing justice to the good things placed 
upon the table by host and hostess Gyde, the chairman gave the usual loyal 
and patriotic toasts, and then smoking became the general order. In proposing 
the toast of the evening, “Success to the Mutual Angling Club,” the president 
dilated at some length on the advisability of the members meeting together in greater 
numbers to discuss the affairs of the club at their usual weekly meetings, instead of 
wasting so much time at our festive gatherings. He coupled with this toast the 
name of Mr. W. Luker. The secretary, in responding, said it always gave him great 
pleasure to be doing anything that lay in his power to benefit anglers generally ; 
but there was one face he missed from the room more than any other, and that was 
their old friend, Mr. Edmund Estcourt, who he had no doubt was, before his death, 
the oldest angler in the city. He was for many years superintendent of police and 
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their water bailiff, and those present all knew how he carried out the latter duties. 
He then read over the balance-sheet, which showed a balance of £10 18s. 4d. in the 
treasurer’s hands. The meeting then proceeded to elect their officers for the ensuing 
season. Mr. John Wood was re-elected president, Mr. Wm. Boulton re-elected vice- 
president, Mr. A. Gyde treasurer, and Mr. Wm. Luker hon. sec., after which song and 
sentiment became the order of the evening.—M. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Mason’s-ayenue, Basinghall-street, on Tuesday last, Mr. White in the chair. 
There was a very good attendance, which included several visitors. The minutes of 
the last meeting having been read and confirmed, several letters were read by the 
secretary. The pike competition, which, owing to the unfavourable weather, was 
not decided on the 10th inst., was arranged for the 3rd March. The conditions 
remain the same as on the original notice sent to each member, with, of course, the 
exception of the dates, which will now read “ 3rd. March and three preceding days.” 
A smoking concert (the first of a series to be given on the first Tuesday in each 
month) will also take place on the same evening. Dr. Brunton has been asked to 
preside, and several vocalists and reciters of ability have promised their services. It 
is hoped that there will bea good muster of members and friends, and that members 
of other angling societies who can make it convenient to attend, will honour the 
Society witha visit. A notice of the coming Loch Leven competition was received, 
and it was decided that the society should take part in it. The secretary was 
instructed to ask Dr. Brunton to be its representative. After all the business had 
been disposed of, a very enjoyable evening was spent; the pleasure of those present 
being greatly contributed to by songs from Messrs. Moore, Clarke, Crumplen, Brown, 
Aveling, and Dr. Defreiz, and a very laughable recitation from Mr. Howse, the 
worthy secretary of the Clapton Angling Society. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
having been carried unanimously, the evening closed with the National 
Anthem,—H. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCTETY. 

At the meeting held on Tuesday, Feb. 17th, the secretary presented the meeting 
with his report of his visit to Nottingham, which gave the meeting pleasure, 
especially his description of Nottingham. The following resolution was duly pro- 
posed, seconded and carried, “That this Society tenders it sincere thanks to those 
gentlemen of Nottingham who invited their secretary, and that they fully concur in 
the remarks he made on that occasion, and also at his attendance at the committee 
on the following day, and trust that the efforts made by the Rights Committee of 
Nottingham will be crowned with success, and that acopy of his report be sent to 
Mayor of Yarmouth directing his attention to the movement, and soliciting his kind 
assistance in furthering the same when necessary.” It is reported that, since the 
meeting, EH. W. Worlledge, Esq., Mayor, has sent a cheque to the vice-president, thus 
becoming, like the ex-Mayor, a member of the society.—J. L. 





HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th twenty-four members were out at St. Margaret's to fish for seven 
valuable prizes. The takes of fish were very small, but all the prizes were won, Mr. 
H. Da Costa taking first honours with one jack of 2}1b. The smoking concert in aid 
of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society was a great success, the large club- 
room being well filled from the commencement, the chair being taken punctually at 
9 o'clock by G. H. Wood, Esq., surrounded by a numerous party of friends. The club- 
room was tastefully decorated by our worthy hostess, Mrs. 8. Mead. The singing was 
of a first class order, and was kept going without interruption the whole of the 
evening.—R. GHURNEY. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst., Mr. T. Goodwins had a nice tray of roach weighing 61b. 10o0z., 
the heaviest scaled 1]lb. loz. Mr. H. Butt had roach and perch on the same day. Mr. 
Hi. Auburn also had some perch. Mr. T. Dennison, sen., weighed in perch on Wed- 
nesday, the 18th inst. Mr. G. Wood will give a handsome cup for the heaviest 
weight of any kind taken on Wednesday, March 4th ; members to choose their own 
fishing water. Mr. Snooks will give a chub rod for the heaviest one fish taken on 
the same day ; no competitor to take the two prizes. The three prizes given by 
Messrs. T. Goodwins, T. Dennison, jun., and A. Bass are to be fished for on the 22nd 
inst. at Cheshunt. No competitor for the above prizes to leave London before 
5 a.m, on the mornings of the competitions.—H. B. 





LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 15th inst. Mr. Ringle again came to the front with 
a splendid show of roach, dace, and perch, weighing altogether 10lb.; Mr. Johnson, 
341b. roach, dace, and gudgeon from the Thames; Mr. Holmes, 2lb. roach, also from 
the Thames ; Mr. Porter, roach ; Mr. Sheen, a pretty brace of jack from the Lea,— 
H. BINGLE, sec. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We have decided to have our first outing this season to the river Vyrnwy, at 
Llanymynech, on Thursday, 12th March, leaving Lime-street Station the previous 
evening at 4o’clock. Circulars, with full particulars, will be sent as usual in ample 
time. Members will excuse me from reminding them “ That no member six weeks 
in arrear with his subscriptions, can weigh in fish for any prizes.’ Next week there 
will be a “Sports and Pastimes” Exhibition held at the gymnasium here. I have 
arranged for space for a stand of exhibits and prizes in the name of the association. 
As Mr. Alexander, the director, has kindly placed this space at our disposal free of 
charge and outside supervision, I beg to ask the hearty co-operation of every 
member of the Liverpool Angling Association, so that the exhibit may be carried 
through with spirit and éclat, and I trust every angler in this city will make it a 
point to visit the exhibition, and therefore help towards making it a complete success 
financially, as it deserves to be. Anglers of Liverpool rally together ; put aside all 
petty jealousies and animosities for the nonce, and let it be “ shoulder to shoulder.” 
—Rp. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 





NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Goll, one of our members, fishing at Cookham on the 15th inst., had an extra- 
ordinary take of fish considering the tackle used—viz., roach tackle, No. 10 hook; 
bait, red worms—having taken 4lb. of roach and perch. They suddenly went off, 
when presently he found himself fast in what he thought to be the roots of the tree 
he was fishing under. Two or three attempts to move it proving successful, he 
found something very lively was at the otherend. After careful manipulation he 
was fortunate to land a pretty jack of 531b. Going on fishing with the same hook 
and line, he succeeded in landing a common tench of 231b., and shortly after a hand- 
some golden tench of like weight, thus landing 11lb. of fish in three runs with a 
roach hook. The three fish will be set up in one case.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society have not been quite so successful as usual this last 
week or two. H. Underwood hada good take of fish last week, amongst them a 
roach 11b. 430z. and a perch 1b. 340z., both fish in capital condition. Mr. Grindley 
had a nice lot of dace ; W. Plumpton, Jun., a good jack from the Puddle; and Mr, 
Greenwood, a fine perch from the Lea.—W. HIuLIER. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held last Monday evening 
at the Mona (late Ashley’s) Hotel, Covent Garden. Notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the weather there was a large gathering, including Messrs. E. Foreman, H. B. 

srown, J. Meyer, F. H. Lemanr, R.S. Fennings, H. Gray, J. Lauder, T. Gillat, D. 
Goodger, &e. Mr, W. B. Adlington was unanimously elected chairman, and after 











the honorary secretary had read the minutes of the previous meeting they were duly 
confirmed. <A letter was then read from Mr. Daniel Grant, M.P. for Marylebone, 
saying that he was pleased to be able to accept the society’s invitation to occupy 
the chair at the annual dinner, which is announced to take place at the Holborn 
Restaurant on the 4th March next. Mr. H. M. Blarney will be vice-chairman, and 
the stewards for the occasion Messrs. R. C. Blundell, R. 8S. Fennings, H. Gray, N. F. 
Harrison, T. Huggett, F. H. Lemann, and C. P. Wheatstone. The chairman then 
drew attention to the change in the day of meeting, from Monday to Wednesday. 
Although this alteration had been sanctioned by the general meeting, the oppor- 
tunity to give it efect did not occur until the renewal of the lease of the society’s 
premises, and, therefore, the first meeting on a Wednesday will be on the 11th March. Dr. 
Brunton, who had been enjoying a successful day’s spinning, brought under the notice 
of the society one of Mr. Mallock’s patent winches, and a discussion on the advan- 
tages of this ingenious invention then ensued, in which Messrs. H. B. Brown, H. 
Harden, and W. B. Adlington took part. The Doctor also showed an improved Not- 
tingham, which he had had made to his instructions by Slater, of Newark. Mr. J. 
L. Meyer had two very fine pike on the table, weighing together 18lb. 100z. The 
largest, 131b. 30z., was taken spinning in the Nottingham style with a dace ; whilst 
playing the fish the handles of the winch broke, and, therefore, although the land- 
ing of the fish was not for a moment doubtful, it was rendered by the accident more 
difficult. Mr. Meyer, who was fishing in private water, took several smaller fish 
with an artificial bait, many of which he returned to their native element. Mr. T. 
Huggett’s show consisted of 3lb. 740z. of perch, 4lb. of chub, and 21b. loz. of roach ; 
these, he briefly explained, were taken in private water with the worm. It was late 
in the evening before the chairman proposed the health of “ The Successful Anglers,” 
which, being received in the usual manner, was quickly followed by the toast of 
“The Society.” Dr. Brunton then proposed the health of the chairman, remarking 
that they were all pleased to see so able a member in the chair. The chairman then 
responded in a few cordial words, and the business of the evening was con- 
cluded.—R. B. 
PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The ordinary meeting of this club was held last Monday evening at the Old 
English Gentleman Inn. Mr. J. Cadman occupied the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. Messrs. Peach and Tittley were appointed 


to audit the books for the last half-year. Messrs. J. Hibbert and 8. Allen were — 


balloted for and duly elected as members. After several other matters had been dis- 
cussed another smoking concert was held, several songs being contributed by Messrs. 
Bland, Fawcett, Allen, and Saxton. Members are reminded that the closing match 
of the season will take place on the 28th inst. in the Canal at Swarkestone ; entrance 
fee to be paid on the 26th.—T, WHYMAN, hon. sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst. a very nice show of perch, roach, and dace was displayed by 
eight of the members who had visited “ Father Thames,” both above and below lock. 
The February competition is still open, and the result up to the above date stood as 
follows: 1, Mr. E. Pyne, with 5lb. 14402. of perch; 2. Mr. G. Dodd, 5lb. 13#0z. of 
roach ; 3, Mr. J. Davis, 4lb. 50z. of dace; 4 and 5, Messrs. R. Smith (roach and 
dace) and R, Chantry (dace), 1lb. 640z. each ; 6, Mr. C. Grant, 1lb. 60z. of roach and 
dace: 7, Mr. H. Flower, lloz. of roach and dace ; 8, Mr. C. A. Pocock, 740z. of dace. 
On the 18th Mr. Wormald, of Chatham-sireet, Walworth, was elected a member of 
this society.—PIXIE. 





ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Another great success at the headquarters of the above society on the 17th inst., 
in the form of a smoking concert. The amount of talent we had in the room puts 
all previous concerts in the shade. Our musical director was unavoidably absent, 
he having another engagement ; but Mr. Belch (a visitor) took his place, and gave 
us some excellent music, as well as singing two or three good songs. We commenced 
with a song from Mr. Williams, ‘‘ The Little Hero,’ which he sang in a most able 
manner—in fact, I think I should be right in stating that he is worthy an engage- 
ment at the St. James’s Hall. Mr. Beals followed him with his usual funny Irish 
recitations. Then Mr. Belch sang “Jack’s Yarn,” much to the delight of everybody. 
Mr. Holden was next called upon, and told in a song his adventures on the ‘“ Banks 
of the Regent’s Canal.” Mr. Neil Lawrence, the celebrated dramatic reader, then 
recited the “ Soldier’s Pardon” in such excellent style that he was obliged to give 
another before he sat down. Mr. Healey thencame tothe fore with “ Harry Bluff,” 
and sang it ina manner that always pleases. Mr. Angus, in answer to an invita- 
tion from the chairman, sang the “ Skipper and his Boy,’ and was followed by Mr. 
Walton witha flutesolo. Allmy frail penallows me to say of it is that it was excel- 
lent. Then.came Mr. Williams’s encore song, which was quite equal to his first. 
The chairman (the writer) was then called upon, and, judging from the manner the 
chorus was taken up, it must have pleased. Mr. Carter then sang “ Sailing,” and I 
must say sang it “excellent well.” Mr. Watson, the gentleman who had previously 
obliged with the flute solo, sang a comic song that amused everybody, I think. A 
gentleman (I forget his name) gave the ‘“ Chelsea ’Bus,” and gave it well. Mr. 
Gibson sang ‘ The Life Boat,” in such style that it will be impossible for him ever 
to leave the room on a concert night without repeating it. A vote of thanks was 
then accorded the two instrumentalists who kindly gave their services ; also the 
waiters, who had come up for the express purpose of entertaining the members, 
“Auld Lang Syne” was joinedin by the whole of the company (not quite three 
figures). P.S.—I had almost forgotten the business of the society. On the 15th 
inst., about fourteen of our members went out, and all had good shows of roach 
and dace. Next Tuesday night is quarterly night, when I trust I shall see all 
members present ; if I do not, they all know Iam most anxious to see their £ s. d. 
—wW. H. RIDER, 


SOUTH LONDON VISITING LIST. 

The clubs on this list will fish their last match this season on March Ist, 1885, in 
the Fisheries Association waters at Weybridge, entrance fee 1s., one rod only to be 
used. It will be a roving match from Newhall Lock to Purford Lock, including 
first lock on Basingstoke Canal ; jack, eels, dabs, bleak, pope, and minnows to be 
barred. First train from Waterloo 8.45; leave off fishing 5.30; weighing at Mr. 
Sewell’s, White Hart, Newhall Lock. N.B.—AIl1 moneys and tickets unsold to be 
returned to the hon. sec. at Alscot Armson Thursday, Feb. 26, 9 o’clock. Any club 
on the south side of the Thames wishing to join the visiting list can do so at once ; 
subscription each club per annum 2s. They will then be eligible to fish in the forth- 
coming match, The secretaries and members of the societies on this list are earnestly 
requested to respond to the invitation of the South-Eastern Angling Society, held 
at the George, George-street, Blackfriars, Mr. Weston, secretary, who has made 
suitable arrangements to receive a complimentary visit from the clubs on this list 
on the 24th inst. Any information with regard to the match at Weybridge or the 
visiting list can be obtained of —Wm. ALLmn, hon. sec., 16, Trothy-road, Bermondsey. 





SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

On the 16th inst. the members of the above paid a return visit to the Second 
Surrey at their headquarters, the Waterman’s Arms, Paris-street, Lambeth. Although 
very unfavourable weather prevailed during the evening, there was a very good 
muster present. Among them were Mr. Field (our president), Mr. Allen (secretary), 
Messrs. W. Page, Gafney, J. Wright, J. Hotham, Tyler, Alexander, Weston, Grace, 
G. George, Benifield, &e. A very pleasant evening was passed, Messrs. G. George, 
Allen, Holbien, Pace, R. Smith, Tyler, Page, and Co. contributing towards the 
amusements of the evening, much to the delight of all present. On the roll being 
called, the following responded ;—Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, Rodney, 
Peckham Brothers, Wellington, South-Hastern, United Brothers, Angler’s Pride, 
Original Angler’s Pride, Crown Anglers, Grange, City of London, North-Western, 
Marlborough, and two other societies, The South London United competition will 
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take place on March Ist at Weybridge. For tickets, terms, and other particulars 
secretaries of societies enrolled in the Unity are requested to apply to Mr. Allen, 10, 
Trothy-road, Bermondsey. It has been decided that a complimentary visit be paid 
to the South-Eastern, at Mr, R. Frith’s, the George, George-street, Blackfriars, on 
February 24th. Members and friends will oblige by paying them a visit on that 
date. The next society entitled to a visit will be the Crown Anglers, Friendly-street, 
Deptford, the secretary of which will inform kindred societies as to date. Secretaries 
of societies, when sending notices of return visits, please forward the same as early 
as possible, so that they may be posted up in the various clubs at least one business 
night previous to the meeting taking place. Members complain that some notices 
they do not receive till after the meeting has taken place, others state that they 
arrive or they get them the same evening, but so late that there is not time to go 
faraway. If all secretaries will carry out the above, I think it will be the means of 
a Sa number attending, and give much more satisfaction to themselves and to 
—PIXIE. 


STAINES ANGLING CLUB. 

Only a few fish have been weighed in during the week by the members of the 
above society, which were as follows :—Feb. 14, Mr. A. Palmer, dace, 2lb. 4oz. ; Mr. I’. 
Palmer, a fine take of roach. Feb. 15, Mr. E. Butterfield, a fine take of roach and 
dace ; Mr. F, Palmer, nice take of roach ; Mr. A. Palmer, roach and dacé.—J. B. 








ST, JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A complimentary return visit was paid to the above society on Tuesday, the 17th, 
and I am glad to say it was one of the best visits it has been my good fortune to 
attend for a long time past. The whole of the arrangements were conducted by 
different members of the club, who did their best to make the meeting an enjoyable 
one. Mr. T. Hall, of the St. John’s, made a very able and lively chairman; Mr. 
Willcoxon, of the Crown and Buckland Angling Society, oceupied the vice chair, 
and deserves great praise for the manner in which he conducted it; and with Mr. 
Gibbs at the piano the arrangements were completed for harmony, which commenced 
at 9o’clock by the chairman, followed by Mr. Willcoxen, who sang “Launch the 
Lifeboat” in a manner that convinced all he was master of the song; some good 
songs were then sung by Messrs. Brockwell, F. Thorling, A. Hales, T, Clark, Will 
Fowler, C. Bell, and J. Smith, when our worthy host, Mr. Parsons, announced that 
his daughter had consented to sing, and Miss Parsons did sing, and was so much 
enjoyed and loudly applauded that she sang three more, which were much appre- 
ciated. Mr. Gibbs then gave us one of his favourite selections on the piano; meeting 
with much approbation. The roll was now called, when twelve clubs responded as 
follows :—City of London, Crown and Buckland, Great Northern Brothers, Globe, 
Metropolitan, St. John’s, Sir Hugh Myddleton, Star, Good Intent, Second Surrey, 
Odds and Evens, and Bermondsey Brothers. After a short but well chosen speech 
by Mr. F, Thorling, the district officer, harmony was resumed by Messrs. Nelson, 
Soloman, H. Dawson, and Stevens, the secretary, who sang “ Rocked in the Cradle of 
the Deep,” and was greatly enjoyed. This being the last song, it brought to a close 
one of the most enjoyable evenings I have spent at this society.—F. T. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Our members were out on Feb. 15, with the following result :—F, Watts, roach 
and perch from the Thames; J. Currans, perch and dace; J. Payne, dace, baited 
with coffee balls. Members of the above society are requested to attend on Saturday 
evening to arrange for fishing match.—RAVENSBOURNE, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

At the meeting, held this evening, it was decided that the competition of February 
22nd, shall be fished how and where you like from the bank “ between Albert-bridge 
and Boyeney Lock ; ride to Windsor, go which way you please.” South London v. 
Walworth Piscatorials ; a friendly contest, six from one society, and six from the 
other, for a supper between the competitors. It was decided by Messrs. Hibble and 





Griffin (who were appointed by this society to consult the the South London as to | 


where and how the competition should take place) that Weybridge be the place for 
the competition—fish a pegged down—between Newhall Lock and the Railway- 
bridge, on March 8th. First train from Waterloo, 8.40 ; leave off fishing at 6 o’clock ; 
catch the 7.54 to London ; weigh fish at South London head-quarters, the George 
and Dragon, Camberwell-road. For this occasion “A Friend” will give a \prize for 
the heaviest weight, and Mr. Beckett will give a prize for the second, taken by 
members of this society, May the best men win, is the sincere wish of—PIXIE, 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. P. Mayne’s 20s. and Mr. Stewart’s prize were taken by J. Guyver with a 4lb. 
jack, he also showing some nice roach. On the 22nd Mr. Hoyle’s prize of a silver 
cup will be.competed for (any water), all fish to weigh.—_J. GUYVER, sec. 





WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The last peg-down match of the season will be fished at Kingston on the 8th of 
March, instead of the 1st, to enable members to attend the South London competi- 
tion at Weybridge. Only one of the four prizes being taken in the roving match on 
the 8th inst., the remainder were fished for on the 15th, with the following result : 
Mr. Jenner, first ; Mr. Palmer, second; Mr. Wright, third ; and Mr. Hopkins, fourth. 
Mr. Jenner, on the second day, weighed in a 2lb. 90z, barbel and roach. On Monday 
Mr. Newbury had a nice show of roach—8lb. l5oz. I have to acknowledge with 
thanks receipt of cheque for £2 2s, from Messrs. Crowder and Payne, of the Canter- 
bury Hall, and £1 1s. from Herbert Oakey, Esq., towards next season’s prize list. I 
should like to remind members that the concert for the benefit of the widow of our 
late member, Mr. Elijah Snow, will take place on Saturday, the 21st, at seven o’clock. 
—wW. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society took place, as usual, on Tuesday evening, at 
the Pelican Hotel, All Saints-road, W. The minutes of the previous were read and 
passed, and the new member then proposed was duly admitted to the society. The 
last competition previous to the fence months will take place on the 8th March, for 
which numerous names have been entered. There will be no restriction to any 
particular fish, but they must come from the Thames. Several fish have been 
registered since commencement of the present month, notwithstanding the unsatis- 
factory state of the rivers. Mr. Huber, spinning inthe Thames on Thursday week, 
landed a barbel of nearly 6lb. ; Mr. H. Hulbert 23lb. barbel, largest fish 33lb., and a 
Thames roach of 1lb, 0}0z.; Mr. H. Thompson 261b,. barbel, two fish weighing 3lb. 
each, and also some very good Thames roach, five of these weighing 3lb.; Mr. 
H. Harrison has been still more fortunate, catching in one day one tench of 411b., 
and three others weighing 6lb., one perch of 1lb. 12$0z., one perch 1lb. 100z., one 
dace 11$0z., one dace Yoz., in addition to some 25 or 30lb. of roach, which being under 
1lb. in weight, were mostly returned. The tench Mr. Harrison was kind enough to 
present to the society, so that it will, in the course of a short time, make a welcome 
addition to the already numerous collection of preserved specimen fish. Room will 
also have to be found for Mr. Evans’s 731b. barbel, which is expected in next week. 








DeatH or Mr. JoHN Rourke, oF BaLtLinA—Many of our readers who 
have visited Ballina in the N. W. of Ireland will share our regret on hearing of 
the death, from rheumatic gout, of Mr. John Rourke, proprietor of the Moy 
Hotel. When writing about this district two years ago, we had occasion to 
acknowledge the very kindly, pleasant manner in which he did all he could 
think of to make anglers comfortable. Genial John Rourke will be regretted 
by a large number of friends, including many Englishmen. He died in the 
prime of life, after a week’s painful illness. _ 


NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


Tue East ANGLIAN HANDBOOK FOR 1885. Published by P. Soman, at the 
Argus office, Norwich, and at 130, Fleet-street,. Price 6d. 

WE must congratulate Mr. Soman on the extremely interesting nature on his 
Handbook for 1885. It is now more than a quarter of a century since this 
annual was established, and every year it increases in size and value. Amon 
the contents are some articles chiefly of interest to East Anglians, but fully two- 
thirds of the work may be said to be “general reading.” Mr. T. G. Gunn 
F.L.S., contributes an account of the various migratory birds which at different 
seasons of the year visit Norfolk and Suffolk ; Hast Anglia is, in fact, a veritable 
paradise of birds, and the angling visitor cannot fail to have been struck with 
the number and variety he meets with in the neighbourhood of the rivers and 
broads. Especially will he have noticed the willow, chiff-chaff, sedge, reed, white- 
throats, and other warblers. ~ a ces 

The largest and, we think, most interesting article is one of 67 pages, by Mr. 
John T. Vardon, entitled, “ Traditions, Superstitions, and Folklore. chiefly 
Relating to the Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk.” There is a curious CUR 
FOR WiHoopine CoucH : “ A large hole is dag ina meadow, and the child placed 
in it ina bent posture and head downwards ; the turf removed in making the 
hole is then placed over it, and so remains till the poor little sufferer coughs. 
This must be done in the evening and secretly.” This is a case of kill or cure 
with a vengeance! We may mention that a gentleman known to many of our 
readers, Mr. Geo. Shephard Page, President of the American Fish Culture 
Association, has invented an extremely simple cure for whooping-cough, and 
if used in its earlier stage, for diphtheria also. It is called Page's Cresolene 
Vaporizer. The English agents are’ Messrs. Allen and Hanbury, of Plough- 
court, Lombard-street, London, and it is quite inexpensive. Whenever we hear 
of cases of whooping-cough, we always recommend Mr. Page’s invention, and 
in every case its effect has been almost marvellous. The little sufferer obtains 
relief directly the vaporiser is set to work, and a cure is effected in a few days, 
instead of, as is often the case, only after weeks ur months of sufferine. Seeing 
that whooping-cough at some time or other pays its dreaded visits in every 
family, we make no apology for calling attention to this simple remedy, especially 
as it is the invention of an angler. 

Other articles which afford pleasant reading are “ Prehistoric Man in Nor- 
folk,” by Mark Knights ; “A Sketch of Plant Life,” by J. E. Taylor, F.L.S. 
F.G.S. ; and “ Notes on Angling Societies,” by H. J. Alfred. 


=r 


FISHING IN PRIVATE WATERS.—Mr. Thomas Spreckley, Mr. A. J. Little, and 
Mr. M. H. Blamey, fishing in some private waters near the Thames, caught about 40 
jack, and ran at least 50. They only retained five fish, and put the others back 
again. Thisis a principle worthy of emulation amongst the disciples of the rod, and 
its recognition by the great body of anglers would prevent private waters from 
being fished out, and the depletion of fish in our rivers, 

ANGLING NEAR HAwick.—The reports from the rivers are extremely in favour 
of fishers. Since the rivers opened there has been splendid sport, owing principally 
to the frequent floods. Sea trout are plentiful, which is altogether extraordinary 
at this season, and anglers getting good catches every day. There has not been 
such arun for a considerable time, and the fish are in good condition. 

PIKE FISHING IN WELHAM LAKE.—Mr, A. W. White, of the Fulford Angling 
Association, fishing on St. Valentine’s Day in Welham Lake, near Malton, took eight 
pike in a few hours, the best fish going over 15lb. ‘ 





MEssrs. CASSELL AND COMPANY have arranged to re-issue in monthly parts their 
fine art edition of “ Illustrated British Ballads,” embracing all the favourite ballads 
old and new, with original illustrations by the leading artists of the day. Part 1 
will be ready on the 25th inst, 








ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“Whatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.” . .. “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 





and light.”—Dean Swift or Matthew Arnold. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 
Or glitt’ring starlight without thee is sweet,” 
—Milton. 
ALES, POLLARD, &CO., London. 
“ There eke the soft delights that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.’’—Thomson. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“ The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.” 
—Wordsworth. 
ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 
“T knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled” 
“,,. There's nothing half 80 sweet in life.’ 
—T. Moore. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
‘A feasting presence full of light,’ 
“ But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes,” 
— Shakespeare. 
QALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
facturers, 
Wholesale—29, Farringdon-road, London, E.C. 
Retail—Wishart and Co., 41, Haymarket, or of any 
respectable dealer. 


WANTED, 


THREE RODS TO JOIN A 
FISHING CLUS 


On the Dove, Four Miles of Water, well Stocked 
with Trout and Grayling only. Trout preponder- 
ate. Rare opportunity. Apply to 


Mr. Sellers, Ashbourne. 
64, CORNHILL, 


PERILS ABOUND ON EVERY SIDE. 
Tho Railway — Passengers’ 
Assurance Company 


Insures against ACCIDENTS of all KINDS—On 
LAND or WATER, and has THE LARGEST IN- 
VESTED CAPITAL, THE LARGEST INCOME, 
and pays yearly THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF 
COMPENSATION of any Accidental Assurance 
Company. 

Chairman, Harvie M, Farquhar, Isq. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the 
Local Agents, or West-end Office, 8, Grand Hotel 
Buildings, Charing Cross, or at the Head Office, 64, 
CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C. 








GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


eit 


‘SAVED fiY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s. 8d., 
1ls., and 21s, each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORZ, 
LONDON, E.C. 





TO OWNERS OF SEA AND ESTUARY 
FORESHORES. 


A New System for Fattening Rapidly (without 
p oviding food), Growing and Keeping Alive on a 
Stormy Coast, KHdible Molluscs, including oysters 
and mussels,ina seafirth, loch, estuary, or mouth 


ofariver. App'y to 


Cc. W. HARDING, 


WILLIAM J, VIAN, Secretary, King s Lynn, Norfolk. 
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Freeman's Chlorodyne. 


THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY TRUE. 


T IS THE GREAT- 

EST MEDICAL DIS- 
DSCOVERY OF THE PRESENT 
CENTURY, and is regarded as 
a boon to mankind, 

(Ace is = It is the best known remedy 

>, ~ ¢or Coughs, Consumption, 
“TRADE MARK Farhooping Cough, Bronchitis 
and Asthma, 

It effectually checks and arrests those too often 
fatal effects of Di Diphtheria, Diabetes 
Fever, Croup, Ague, &c. 

It acts like a charm in Diarrhcea, and is the only 
known Specific in Cholera and Dysentery. ° 

It effectually cuts short all attacks of Epilepsy, 
Hysteria, Palpitation, Convulsions and Spasms, 

It is the only palliative in Rheumatism, Gout, 
Cancer, Toothache, Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lumbago, 










rc, 

It rapidly relieves pain, from whatever cause, 
allays the irritation of Fever, soothes and 
strengthens the system under exhausting diseases, 
restores the deranged functions, stimulates healthy 
action of the secretions of the body, and gives quiet 
and refreshing sleep, and marvellously prolongs life, 

It may be taken by old and young at all hours 
and times, according to the directions. 

It is extensively used by Medical Men in their 
official and private practice at home and abroad, 
who have giyen numerous written testimonials of 
its wonderful efficacy. 

Sold by Chemists and Patent Medicine Dealers all 
over the world in bottles, 1s. 1d. 2s. 9d., 402. 
4s, 6d., half-pints 11s., and pints 20s. each, and by the 
Inventor, RICHARD FREEMAN, 70, Kennington 
Park-road, London, 8.E. Free by Post. 

Purchasers are CAUTIONED not to have palmed 
upon them any substitute. See that the Trade 
Mark, “THE ELEPHANT,” is on the wrapper, &c., 
and the words “FREEMAN’S ORIGINAL CHLORO- 
DYNE” are engraved on the Government Stamp— 
which is the only TRUE CHLORODYNE. 
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THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 


SPARKLE OF THE STREAM. 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Sheoting. 

Tuer Forest anp Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filed with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations ia Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 

8ea and River Fishing. Fishculture 

Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forrest anp Srream 
vaya form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 

100 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum; l0s. 6d. for six 
montbs. 

Published by the Forest anp Stream PuevisHine 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Suaacze, and Rivryeton, 
Crown Buildings, 88. Fleet Street, London, 
who ean supply speaimen enpias. 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 

GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 
“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 21b. eel, and a 41b, pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take 4 fly out of the May-fly 
season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 8d., 44., and 6d. each 
FISHING GAZETTH Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to Is, 9d., twisted do. 
1s. 6d. each ; Hair,3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham, 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Lime, 26 yards, 1s., 1s. 3d., and Is. 6d. ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard; Good 
Gut, 12in., 1s. per hank, about 100 strips, l4in., 
1s. 6d. ; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s, 6d.; 12in., 8s. 64.; 

l4in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Hel hooks, 6d, 100, Kendal 
Hooks, ks. 100. 

FLIBS.—Best Trout, 11d. doz.,on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d. doz. ; chub flies, 14d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, 1s. each; gimp do., 10d. 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, Is., rung, 1s. 8d., rung, 
winch fittings, 1s. 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 68.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft.,.10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., and 15s. 6d. The 
“ Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d.and 21s, 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
Qhin., 3s. 6d. ; 8in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 23in., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s. 6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 8d. Tulbsized leather 
fly books, from ls. 3d. “Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14 yards, 1s. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTE, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s, Seenotice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885. 

Postage extraon all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vanxhall Station. 


USK, MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
THREE SALMONS HOTEL. 


This Hotel is within Five Minutes’ Walk of the 
River Usk, noted forits Salmon and Trout Fishing. 
It is the most centrally situated Hotelon the river, 
having five miles of water above and below the 
town, available for Holders of Salmon and Trout 
Tickets. Particulars on Application te the 


PROPRIETORS, 








KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisn1nc 
GAZETTE, “A.RIE.L,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8 andi6 Stamps. 





King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,” by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article. 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and ls. each; 
AND BY 
Win. KING, 
ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 
Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 


1, NEW 


THE CHLEBRATED 





MOHAIR CANARY SALMON FLY 


Noted in The Field, Land and Water, and FISHING 
GAZETTE, 


Prices of The Canary and Modified Canary :— 
Size of iron lin., 10d.; 1in., Is. ; ljin., 1s., 5 1gin., 
1s. 2d. 5 1din., 1s. 2d. 5 14in., Is. 4d. ; 2in., 1s. 6d. ; 
Qlin., 1s. 8d.; 2din., Is. 10d.; 28in., 28.5 3in., 
Qs. 3d.; 33in., 2s. Gd. ; 32in., 2s. 9d. each. 

Mehair for dressing the Canary, 4s. per ounce. 
Salmon Flies tied to any pattern on shertest 
notice. Trout and Salmon Rods, Ree’s, Lines of 
best quality only. Price List from 


JOHN ALEXANDER DUNBAR, Inverness, 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt, PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


AN-TSAEGGS. 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 
&e., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St, City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 
SHow Rooms :— 
149, LATE 371, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN, 


' Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 











“© Worth the money. A strong, light, usefcat Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being all it peetends 

be.’—FISHING GAZETTE, 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight, 7 to 802. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 8d., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra, 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 8 
joints, price 9s. 6d, 

1 yard gut cast, ls. 3d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s, 5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 8s, 4d. 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 
100 ; 2s. per 50 ;- and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., 1ls,4d.and 1s. 10d.; Salmon, 5s. 
per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 13, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


SALMON 
FISHING. 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, fom 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


ADERS. 
Fishing 
Stockings, 
Fishing 
Brog es, 
Fishing 
Boots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


FISHING 
COATS. 


The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 


DING 


and CO.’S 
Only Address, Corner of . 


Air Street, 


19, PICCADILLY. | 




















Tum Tum Ill. TUM Tua II. Torsy. 


OUR FRIEND THE DOG. A New 
Work by GORDON STABLES, M.D., R.N., richly 
illustrated with 16 pages of Champion Dogs 
and 58 Woodents. Third Edition, revised. 

1. It contains, in one handsome but handy 
volume, all that is known about every breed of 
Dog in the world, their show points and properties, 
their uses and peculiarities, 

2. It gives a complete digest of the various 
Diseases that Dogs are apt to suffer from, and 
plain advice for their treatment. 

3. The information regarding kennelling com- 
forts, Grooming, Feeding, and preparing for the 
show benches is the most perfect ever printed, and 
the result of the author’s wide and extended ex- 
perience, ; 

4. An important Chapter on the Rearing of 
Puppies and the Treatment of the Dam. 

5. The Rules and all information about Dog 
Clubs are given, and the Points of the Breeds as 
laid down by them. 

6. It possesses also, what is so often neglected in 
a book of this kind, a good index for reference to 
any point or particular. No Dog Lover's Library 
can be complete without it. Price 6s. 6d., hand- 
somely bound, 


TO ELOCUTIONISTS—* QUEER 
FISH.’’—Character Sketches by ROBERT OVER- 
TON. Crown 8yo., in a very original fancy cover, 
well-bound boards, 
Being Nine Tales told by 
A Fisherman, ° 
A Cocoanut-man, 
A Gold-digger, 
A Cabman, 
A Deacon, 
A Curate, 
A Railway Porter, 
A Masher—don't you know, 
An Old Skipper. 
One Shilling the Lot, 
Also Companion Vol., same price, &c. 
“ROUND. DOZEN,” by ROBERT OVERPON, 


FISHING : How, When, and Where 
to Fish. By Davis. Cuts. 6d., post free. 
CHESS. A Manual for Beginners, By the author 

of “Chess Openings.” 6d. 

DRAUGHTS: Its Laws, with Advice to Young 
Players. By PATTERSON. 6d. 

BILLIARDS: £xplained, and with Diagrams. By 
Captain CRAWLEY. 6d. vases | 

INDIAN CLUBS, DUMB BELLS, and SWORD 
EXERCISES. By Professor HARRISON. Illus- 
trated. 6d. 

GYMNASTICS, BICYCLING, RUNNING, WALK- 
ING, and LEAPING. With Chapters on 
Training. By Capt.CRAWLEY, 6d. 

THE MAGIC LANTERN, with full directions for 
its use and the painting of slides. 6d. 

FOOTBALL, LAWN TENNIS, and other Ball 
Games. By a Crack Hand. 6d. 

THE THREE ARTS of SELF-DEFENCH, Fencing, 
Broad Sword Exercise, and Boxing, with 
Diagrams. By Capt. B. CLAYTON. 6d. 


THE AQUARIA, and its contents of 
Gold and other Fish, Insects, and Plants, with 
instructions how to manage. By J. BIsHop, A. J. 
LLOYD, F. 8. LEACH, and T. HALL. Thirty-five 
explicit Illustrations. Price Is. post free, 

THE AQUARIA. By BARSTOW, Naturalist. 6d. 
TWO SPLENDID ILLUSTRATED GIFT BOOKS, 
Size 4to. medium, cloth gilt, bevelled, price 5s. 
each, free, 5s. 6d. 


ADVENTURES of SIX YOUNG MEN 
in the WILDS of MAINE and CANADA: or, 
The Knock-about Club. By CO. A. STEPHENS. 
Illustrated with 96 artistically-executed En- 
gravings by American Artists. 

ZIGZAG JOURNEYS in the WESTERN STATES 
of AMERICA. The Atlantic to the Pacific. 

_ A Summer Trip of Zigzag Club from Boston to 
Golden Gate. By HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH. 
With 150 beautiful Engrayings, done ex- 
pressly for this book. 

Jast Ready, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d., a new Cookery Book, 
by Mr. SAMUEL HORBS; Chef de Cuisine to 
Royalty, nobility, clubs, &c., entitled, 

ONE UNDRED and SIXTY 

CULINARY DAINTIES, for the Epicure, the 

‘Invalid, and the Dyspeptic. In offering this 
very useful work of good dishes, a large num- 
per will be new to many, and might truly be 
termed “la creme de la creme,” of modern 
culinary art. ‘ 

CHEAP and CHOICE COOKERY for SMALL 
FAMILIES with SMALL INCOMES. Price 
6d. Little Relishing Dishes, combining Ex- 
cellence with Economy. By Mrs, H. P. 
WHITCOMBE. By adopting the Receipts in 
“Cheap and Choice,” it will be clearly proved 
that really digestible and appetising dishes 
can be served at trifling cost. 

LONDON: DEAN AND. SON, 1604, Fleet-street, 
; and by order of all Booksellers, — : 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


24s, per Gall. | ent’cersiege Pua. ”} 488, per Dozen, 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, E.6. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FisH1n@ GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Hditor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZRTTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
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TOUCHING PROOF OF AFFECTIONATE NATURE OF PIKE. 


A PISCATORIAL story, told in all seriousness, which rivals the best 
of Artemus Ward’s or Mark Twain’s efforts, comes to us from 
Twickenham: It seems that a gentleman residing in that fashion- 
able suburb is possessed of a fish pond in which disport some 
excellent specimens of the finny tribe, notably a tame jack of 
enormous size. The fish, through being caressed and petted, had 
become so tractable that when Mr. B.’s angling friends were invited 
down to empty the preserve, it would lounge lazily up to the punt 
and rub its sides against it with cat-like affection, to the imminent 
danger of the occupants. A stipulation was always made that should 
this almost domesticated favourite be caught, he should be returned 
to the water with only the infliction of a tail clip to show the number 
of times science had triumphed over instinct. Gradually the caudal 
appendage of Master Jack showed signs of diminution, until after 
several seasons’ clippings there was only just enough tail left to 
swear by, and hereby hangs the moral which adorns it. Strolling 
down Piccadilly last Friday, Mr. B , in passing a fishmonger’s 
shop, was suddenly pulled up short by thesnappy sound of a funereal 
jack bark. His eye fell on the fishmonger’s slab, and there, stretched 
in the agonies of approaching death, lay his faithful fish, which had 
been netted by a poacher in the grey dawn of the morning, and sold 
by him to the Piccadilly tradesman. It had recognised its master 
when at its last gasp, and but we hasten to draw a curtain over 
the harrowing scene. 











TRY THE THAMES. 


WE learn from very trustworthy sources that there is every chance 
of some capital sport being had during the next fortnight all along 
the river, especially among the roach. This fortnight, if the water 
keeps in good order, is worth a month in the summer, and Thames 
professionals are sadly in want of a little support just now. 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


WE are very glad to see that the Callander Angling Club have placed 
at least one thousand two-year-old Loch Leven trout into Loch 
Vennachar. The number is small for such a fine sheet of water ; but 
doubtless the club will find such good results from this wise policy 
that they will be encouraged to put more in. The great lake trout 
put in some years ago have done very well, two we got one day 
when fly-fishing in this lake going 41b. ; both gave splendid sport. 


Mr. W. August Carter, of South Norwood, writing in Mr. R. 
Proctor’s capital paper, Knowledge, says :—“I have lately made an 
analysis of the digestive organs of the Grey Mullet, which species of 
fish differs in this respect from all its congeners, it being partial to 
no food that has life. I find that it possesses a gizzard identical 
with that of a fowl, instead of the ordinary organic structure, which 
I believe is a unique feature amongst fishes. This peculiarity, 
however, is concurrent with the station of existence which it is pre- 
ordained to occupy, and in accord with the nature of its food, which 
consists of soft, fat substances, such as decomposed refuse and veget- 
able matter.” 


Anglers who fish for Grey Mullet should take a hint from Mr. 
Carter’s note. Although you may see shoals of them, it is very 
rarely you can get them to feed. Some of the baits. used for carp, 
such as boiled potatoes, a piece of ripe melon, boiled cabbage-stalk, 
&e., might be useful. 

ae ae a3 ae at 

“ Grouse ” asks us where he can obtain Mr. Pennell’s “ Fishing 
Knife” as described in his “ Modern Practical Angler,” and also how 
to make cement fora freshwater aquarium? Perhaps Mr. Pennell 
will kindly say where the knife can be got. The following isa 
copy of a recipe for cement which we published July 25, 1879 :— 
“ Take-half-gill gold size, two gills red lead, one and half gills 
litharge, and sufficient silver sand for a thick paste. This sets in 
about two days.” In the same number of the GAZETTE will be 
found a recipe for cementing a salt-water aquarium, 

“Grouse” also asks us “ Where do minnows and gudgeon go to in 
the winter months, as they are rarely to be seen or caught, and at 
what time of year do they breed?” In the cold months they retire 
to the deeper parts of the river, and lie in a semi-torpid state, like 
barbeland carp. They spawn in May, or earlier or later, as the 
season is warm or cold. 


Mr. H. P. Burkinshaw, of Sheffield, asks us to give him particulars 
of the fishing at Llangollen, North Wales. The “ Angler’s Diary ” 
says: ‘“ Llangollen, on the Dee, trout and salmon. Hotel: “The 
Hand.” The river is preserved by the Glyndwr Society for about 
eight miles. Season ticket for trout, £2 2s.; for trout and salmon, 
£4 4s.; monthly, £1 1s. and £2 2s.; weekly trout ticket, 10s.; day 
ticket, 2s. 6d. ; day ticket for salmon and trout, 5s. Tickets and in- 
formation of Mr. Evans, chemist, Llangollen. The river is very 
wooded, and deep wading necessary. Orange Dun and March Brown 
are good flies. March and April, or late in the season, best time. 
Two miles of free fishing ‘above the town.” We recommend our 
correspondent to get the “ Angler’s Diary,” price 1s.6d. The edition 
for 1885 ought to be ready now.* ; 

Some anglers have complained to us that the information given by 
the “ Angler’s Diary” is not always correct. This is doubtless the 
case, and it is to be hoped the proprietors of the Wield will be able 
to get it corrected to date ; all the same, it is, in our opinion, an invalu- 
able work, as if it does not always give the exact information you 
want, it almost invariably gives you a clue to obtain the information 
by letter. 
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Have any of our readers not read that veteran all-round angler, 
Mr. George Rooper’s work, “ Thames and Tweed” ? If not, we can 
recommend them to do so, It is an inexpensive little work, now in 
its second edition, published by Messrs. Cassell and Co., Ludgate- 
hill, London. Mr. Rooper gives some delightful accounts of battles 
with salmon ; but all brethren of the craft will find food for reflection 
in his work. The following extract gives the key-note to it. Re- 
ferring to Thames angling, he says: “ Reader! do not curl your lip 
in scorn! Thames angler, dread not a sneer! We have heard your 
craft contemned, we have known it mentioned with deprecatory and 
faint praise, as though it required an excuse. In our estimation 
nothing of the sort holds place ; we are fishermen—pure and simple. 
As a learned judge said to his brother at a Bar-dinner, ‘ No, brother, 
not dad port wine ; there is no bad port wine. Some port is better 
than other, but there is no dad port wine.’ So say we of fishing : 
some fishing is better than other, but there is no bad fishing ; and 
we would rather angle for a stickleback in a ditch, or a newt ina 


tank, than not angle at all.” 
a 2 as a 


Mr. Rooper has much to say on the subject of fly-rods, and puts the 
claims of the supple, limber rod forward more powerfully than any 
other writer we remember. Personally, we prefer a fairly stiff rod 
—more after Stewart’s pattern—and always recommend a stiff rod ; 
but it would be a poor look-out if anglers were of one mind on all 
matters connected with their sport. It is just this divergence of 
opinion which gives life to our chats after the day’s sport or round 
the club table. 

a a % = a 

Too “KARLY TROUT FISHING.’—A gentleman from Winchester 
asks us to use our influence against the practice of fly-fishing on the 
Itchen till the middle of March. To quote his own words, he says : 
“ Hyen now on some of our shallows the fish can be seen in pairs, 
and have not finished spawning. Fancy catching these poor wretched 
things! When hooked they do not give one so much play as a piece 
of dead wood in aripple, and when cooked resemble a roll of flabby 
flannel well stuffed with pins.” All this is unquestionably true ; 


does it require comment ? 
* * * * ¥ 


The “ Fly-fishers’ Club,” which was only established at the end of 
December, already numbers over one hundred and thirty members, 
including many of the best salmon and trout anglers living. ‘There 
is to be a “ House Dinner” to celebrate the inauguration of the club, 
on Wednesday, March 11, at the club rooms, 10, Adelphi-terrace, 
Strand. The Editor of this paper will be happy to furnish informa- 
tion to any gentlemen desirous of joining. At present the subscrip- 
tion for town members is £2 2s., for country members, £1 1s. An 
entrance fee will very shortly be necessary. 





* Can be had post-free for 1s, 6d, in stamps from Sampson Low and Co,, 188, Fleet- 
street, London, 
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The club rooms are entirely at the disposal of members every day 
from 10 a.m. There is a general meeting of members every Thursday 
evening. Some of the advantages offered are these: Town and 
country members have a comfortable, conveniently situated place 
where they can make appointments to meet friends. A club tariff 
has been arranged with the proprietor of the Caledonian Hotel, who 
is also the proprietor of 10, Adelphi-terrace. All the conveniences 
of a good hotel are at the service of members; a library of angling 
books and periodicals, and a museum of flies and fishing-tackle are 
being formed ; in fact, this club meets a want which has long been 
felt by fly-fishers throughout the country, and the fact that so many 
have joined in so short a time is the best proof of the need there 
was for such an institution. Already some of the members have 
arranged to read papers, and give lessons in fly-tying, and doubtless 
other interesting features will be developed. A 

* * * * 

A Norfolk correspondent writes :—“ The jack are very forward in 
this district. I suppose you find it the same in your part. I was 
very pleased to read about your excellent sport, and only wish I had 
the power to induce all our jack fishermen to return the smaller fish 
as you do. Was out three days last week and only caught one fish. 
Floods have prevailed and caused the water to be like peasoup.” 
Although it may be legal to kill pike up to the 15th of March, this 
year they are so forward that it is to be hoped anglers will recognise 
the fact—they cannot fail to see it—and put back all gravid fish. 

* * * ze 3 


Mr. Thos. Andrews, of Guildford, writes to us: “I send youa 
Fontinalis, just to show you how we grow them in my water. She 
got stranded, and I had to kill her. She weighs Ilb. 60z., and is two 
years old. Just see the colour of her flesh. Kat her and report on 
her flavour. The Fario, out of the same water, are equally good.” 
We got the chef at the George Hotel, Strand, to grill the fish for us 
(he is the best hand at grilling in London), and we can assure Mr. 
Andrews that his char was simply charming—flesh a deep pink, 
flavour like that of Loch Leven trout. 





WATERSIDE SKETCHES.* 

IN these days of cheap books of all kinds almost the only class of 
literature which is not fairly represented in the “shilling” form is 
angling literature. We are, therefore, delighted to welcome what 
we trust is the advanced guard in an army of popular editions of 
new, as well as standard, books on angling which Mr. Wm, Senior, 
the angling editor of the Fie/d, has undertaken to edit under the 
collective title of “ The Waterside Series.” 

“ Waterside Sketches”? is a work which has already won golden 
opinions from the Press, and also from the only competent judges of 
a book on angling—anglers themselves. In its present very cheap 
and attractive form there can be little doubt it will obtain a greatly 
increased circle of admirers, for without question it is one of the 
most attractive books on angling matters ever written. 

In his preface to this edition the author says :— 

“The reader will probably observe from the cover that this is the first of a 
projected series of shilling books directly or indirectly referring to angling. 
‘The number and character of the series will be regulated by the support given 
to the venture by the public. I have almost pledged my word to the publishers 
that the angling body of Great Britain will appreciate the opportunity now 
given them for the first time of obtaining cheap and handy editions that may 
be clapped into the pocket to fill up odd half hours, either by the fireside or on 
tishing excursions ; and that a very large section of readers who are not anglers 
will also encourage the scheme, which for many years I have had at heart. It 
is entirely at the publishers’ request that ‘‘ Waterside Sketches” has been placed 
first on the list, but I humbly hope the series will not suffer on that account. 

The original edition of “ Waterside Sketches” was published ten years ago. 
Before it ran its natural course a fire destroyed the copies in stock. The book 
was also so kindly received and reviewed in the Press, that I confess to re- 
quiring but little pressure to republish it in its present form.” 

An “all-round ” angler himself, “ Red Spinner” provides a bill of 
fare in which all kinds of anglers will find something to their taste, 
presented in a style at once polished and natural, fresh and graceful. 


This little book is a faithful reflex of the impressions of an angler. 


who finds the chief delight of the art not so much in the thing itself 
as in its surroundings—the quiet beauty of waterside scenery and 
the pleasant companionship of anglers who, in the words of an 
American writer, consider it “not all of fishing to fish.” The very 
titles of its chapters are an inducement to read the work : “ The May- 
fly,” “ The Thames,” “ Our Opening Day,” “A Holiday in Devon- 
shire,” “In the Midlands,” “ Wharfedale,” “The Angler in Ireland,” 
“ Pike-fishing, Fresh and Salt,” “Unlucky Days in Wales,” “Our 
Closing Day.” Surely these are flies for anglers to rise at ? We can 
promise those who do that they will not be disappointed. 

We must not omit to note that to the chapter on “ Pike-fishing ” 
Mr. Alfred Jardine has added an interesting account of how he 
captured some of those monsters which have earned for him the 
title of “ Alfred the Giant Killer.” We have good ground for hoping 
that one of the volumes in this “ Waterside Series” will be “On 
Pike-fishing” by Mr. Jardine. 








GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
yhorsn ~ mae eng id not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen ofthe day. Adil flies 

essed on the best Kendai hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d; per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. 

Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 4 ; he et ee 


*“ Waterside Sketches.” By “Red Spinner” (Wm. Senior), Shilling edition. 
Se Sampson Low, Marston, and Co., Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, 
ondon, 





THE KNOTLESS GUT CASTING LINE. 


Mr. CuoLMONDELEY-PENNELL being the original inventor of what I call 
“the kuotless casting line,” I think it right, before giving a description of my 
own, that those who may not know it should be made acquainted with his 
method of fastening the strands of gut together, and I feel I cannot do better 
than quote his own description of it in page 55 of his book, ‘The Modern 
Practical Angler ”’ :— 

“In exceptional cases adverted to, when extra strength is really essential, as 
in the case of salmon casting lines and gut traces used for pike spinning, a 
simple modification of the above knot* will be found useful. Itis tied thus :— 
Join the strands of gut in an ordinary single fisherman’s knot, pulling each of 
the half knots as tight as possible ; but instead of drawing them together and 
lapping the ends down on the outside, draw them only to within about fin. of 
each other, and lap between them with light-coloured silk, or, still better, fine 
gut previously well soaked in water. This lapping relieves the knot itself of 
half its duty,and on any sudden jerk, such as striking, acts as a sort of buffer 
to receive and distribute the strain. It is one of the simplest possible forms of 
knot, and from its being much neater and nearly twice as strong, may be 
substituted with advantage for the ordinary whipped knot in salmon casting 
lines, As commonly tied, I find that stout salmon gut will break—at the knot 
—ona steady strain of from 12lb. to 15lb.; tied as suggested, it will break 
at any other place in preference, no matter how great the strain may be.” 

My method is as follows :— 

Take two strands of salmon gut, and one fine strand of trout gut, the latter 
not less than 12in. in length, cut off the refuse at each end of the salmon gut, 
and put the three strands to soak in cold water for not less than an hour. 
Then take one of the strands of salmon gut and make a loose single knot at one 
end, leaving about in. of waste, and pass the trout gut half-way through the 
eye of the knot on the salmon gut, say, to the left towards the waste, and firmly 
tighten the knot (see Fig. 1). 





Fic. 1.—The knotless fastening, to show how the trout gut whipping is fastened on, 


Make a similar loose knot in the other strand of salmon gut, leaving the same 
amount of waste ; place this alongside of the first strand, the knots overlapping 
one another at a distance of about 3-16ths of an inch (see Fig. 2) ; then take hold 
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Fic, 2.—First stage of the knotless fastening. 


of the work at the waste A between the forefinger and thumb of the left hand, 
when you will be holding both strands of the salmon gut, with the trout gut ina 
proper position for binding both together (see Fig. 3). 





Fia, 3.—Showing position ofends of salmon gut, and how held, 


Commence this whipping between the two knots with the right hand 
projecting end of trout gut, by first making a front half-hitch close under the 
left knot, so that the binding gut, when this is closed, remains in a position 
to continue the whipping without reversing it, up, from, and over towards the 
right. After the third coil of this binding, make another similar half-hitch, and 
proceed with the binding, say three more turns, which will bring you near the 
right-hand knot. Pass the binding gut through the loose eye of this knot (see 
B, Fig. 3) as far as it will go, and firmly tighten that knot in the same manner 
as the other. The thumb and forefinger of the left hand must be gradually 
shifted from their original position as the binding proceeds, keeping each coil in 
its place in succession until this is completed. The two strands of salmon gut 





* Mr, Pennell here refers to the ordinary fisherman’s knot which he has just 
described and illustrated. We find that the gossamer gut lines always break at the 
knot, and hope to try some tied with the gut “ buffer” between the knots.—ED, 





a 
% 


Fun. 28, 1885.) 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


> 


101 








must now be gently pulled from each other with the right hand, until both 
knots are in contact with the binding, and then the binding gut is pulled to 
tighten the coils. Now release the work from the left hand, take the outer 
ends ofthe salmon gut in either hand and pull the knots again as near to one 
another as the binding will allow (the tighter the better) ; this will cause some 
of the coils to become loose, which must be rectified by pulling the binding gut as 
before. The two bits of waste will be found to stick up a little owing to the 
pressure against the binding when the knots were being drawn together ; but by 
again tightening the knots, taking care that their position is not shifted, they 
will be brought into their proper position (see Fig, 4). The binding of the waste 
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Fria. 4.—The knotless fastening before ends are tied. 


ends must now be continued by commencing with another forward half-hitch, 
and made off in the usual way by holding the end of the binding gut and the 
work firmly between the forefinger and thumb of the left hand at the knot, 
winding on, we will say, four more coils, pulling the salmon gut through each 
coil in succession as it is made. Then keeping the left hand in the same 
position, pull the end of the binding gut until the coils are in their proper 
position. This must be done gently, as the gut will by this time have become 
somewhat dry, and there will bearisk of its breaking if pulled too hard. 
When the waste has been whipped at both knots in this manner, the fastening 
will be complete (see Fig. 5). The projecting ends of the binding gut can be 





Fig, 5.—The knotless fastening complete, showing where the trout gut-ends are to 
finish and be cut off, 


left until all the fastenings of the casting line are made, when the line should 
be put to soak for another an hour ; the coils that bind the waste must then be 
drawn as tight as the binding gut will allow, and the projecting ends of the latter, 
as well as of the waste, cut-off. The binding can be done with strong unwaxed 
silk instead of trout gut if desired, and if painted with colourless varnish 
it will assume a transparent appearance ; but this will soon tarnish. So gut is 
far preferable for this reason, and the binding can be made quite as easily with 
the latter, for when properly soaked it is as pliable as silk thread and much 
stronger. 

Tt will be seen that Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s principle and mine are 
identical, the only difference being in the way the fastening is made. If I 
may venture to say so, I think, if anything, mine is an improvement on Mr. 
Pennell’s, for the reason that in his method, when the single fisherman’s knots 


Fic. 6.—Ordinary gut-knot referred 
to by Mr. Pennell before fastening 
is made. 


Fig. 7.—Mr., Pennell’s fastening 
complete. 


are tightened, the gut that they encircle gets pinched, which is an objection, 
and there isa risk of its getting worn and knuckled at these points, in which case 
the line would not last as long as if the fastenings were made in my way. I 
also think it is necessary to whip the waste to prevent the knots slipping out, 
which I have several times found to be the case when a heavy strain has been 
brought to bear on the line before the whipping was made. The description of 
my fastening may appear at first sight somewhat complicated ; but if I shall 
have succeeded in making myself understood, anyone should be able to make 
it in from four to five minutes at the outside, and I will answer for it, it 
would amply repay him for his trouble. JOuUN P, TRAHERNE. 
Navan, Feb. 2. 





ODDS AND ENDS IN SALMON fISHING. 


By Gro. M. Krtson.—No. 9. 


Now that the winter is dozing away in the odour of oakwood fires, and the period 
of our off-days, which, one after the other, are slipping by so quickly, as well as 
the actual opening here and there of another season, it seems as though we had 
pleasantly dipped into the future and could imagine that some benevolent spirit 
had suddenly granted us the realisation of our heart’s most ardent dreams. As 
far as we are concerned, whatever records History may have in store for the 
new-born year, it certainly commences full of fair promise and replete with the 
most interesting auguries. And notwithstanding what pessimists may assert to 
the contrary—though the satisfaction of their sympathy is not lessened—* two 
bad seasons in succession” is what the more sober judges rarely expect—in fact, 
only occasionally experience. Encouraging telegrams are coming in at this very 
moment while I am writing ; the wind is westerly and gently moving the naked 
twigs on the leafless oak, which, after the frequent rainstorms, is quite enough 
‘to keep us on tip-toe with its sweetly tormenting invitation. Is not all this 
seemingly suggestive of plenty of “ heads and tails” in ruffled flats and catches, 
which is the case, I am given to understand, nearly everywhere. 

Passing, however, somewhat hurriedly from ideal pools to ‘“ Odds and Ends,” 
let me just say in preface to the following observations, that if our other attach - 
ments have turned us away from the subjects which we were discussing in these 
chapters, fhy desire to follow the wishes of several friends by expressing my 
views upon some other topics in these columns must, I trust, plead an excuse 
for so long a pause. And here let me also be permitted to remind you of that 
“new friend” —Contentment, who is pretty sure to make us happy with what 


we possess, if not inspire us with “fresh feeling.” However, if with his in- 
fluence our cravings be not entirely extinguished, we are pretty sure to be made 
easy under them, as he generally causes circumstances to suit our tempers, or 
our tempers to suit circumstances. But no matter how intimately associated he 
may have been last year with anglers, depend upon it he will not cling long unless 
we fulfil the exigencies between him and us. For, indeed, it is almost im- 
possible to be contented when we awake and hasten into action in the spring 
simply to find our flies moth-eaten. our salmon gut perished, and our ferrules 
all loose. I beg to suggest a slight reference to my articles on that subject in 
the FisHinG Gazette which would serve the present and the future better 
perhaps than entering into all those minor details again just now. 


If I remember rightly, I promised to report upon the specially-made rods for 
the particular kind of fishing we were and are again referring to. I would much 
rather have given one a good trial upon a salmon river ; but as inquiries for them 
are numerous and my review looked for, as far as my own feelings go, I really 
want nothing better. Bernard, of Church-place, Piccadilly, has been careful in 
carrying out every instruction. There are four tops to these rods, two pretty 
much after the usual dimensions for the Nottingham style of salmon fishing, 
the others being shorter and stouter for casting weighted baits. The revolving 
rings are of such a size as to suit all the various modes of working prawns and 
worms. 

Regarding the “sink and draw” business with either bait, I have nothing 
especially novel to mention. There is no float necessary, but a line a little 


» thicker than the one advocated before, with about one hundred yards of backing 


married to it, or even an American in one entire tength put on in the usual 
way to one of Malloch’s (Perth) new reels. This winch, although an entire 
novelty in construction, needs little more than to be seen to be thoroughly 
understood. However, the following explanation, with the aid of the diagram 
which will be found in these advertisement columns, may enable the novice to 
form a more complete conception of its mechanism :—First, then, it may be 
described as an open reel, having only one side-plate, and is attached to the rod 
in the ordinary manner. The drum and side-plate are connected to its rod- 
plate by a pivot, thus permitting the body of it to be turned horizontally to the 
rod, as shown in the photographed sketch, that being the position when casting ; 
and whilst the line is simply uncoiling as it goes out, there is no revolution of 
the drum. When the cast is completed, you twist the reel back into its natural 
position, then in every respect it is worked as any of the others are. A stem, 
terminating in a large ring, is fixed to the rod-plate, and that serves the double 
purpose of guiding the line as it goes, and conducting it through the rod rings. 
It is a great advantage to have the reel well filled with line : then the novice can 
quite depend upon working it well enough after twenty minutes’ practice. You 
will observe that this winch can be used in rough situations (or when 
wading) where coiling the line on the ground is impracticable, so that the risk 
of fouling with grass, stones, or sticks is entirely set at naught. 

Surely this is but one other example to show how scientifically angling is 
pursued, and to what perfection we are arriving in the more necessary 
auxiliaries to the angler’s equipment ; in short, nothing that skill, ingenuity, and 
unremitting attention can achieve seems to me to be left undone. 

The rest of the appointments for this fun consist of the bullet or pipe lead 
and the gut bottom ; these, with the bait, are mounted identically the same as 
I deseribed for Nottingham fishing—vide Gazerrn, 20th December last. In 
some rivers two worms answer better than one, I am told; but I cannot say 
that I have ever found it so anywhere, though I have noticed female worms 

etter than those with the lightish ring round them. Another beauty of 
sink and swim” tackle is that it can be successfully used by those who are 

to, wade from the bank of the river. There is no objection to throw a 
little more upstream than one isin the habit of doing, though for choice I prefer 
wading well into the middle, if possible, and casting right and left alternately in 
a similar direction as we do with a fly. The secret—if such a term can be used 
—is to “draw” quickly, not too sharp a pull, and not a strike; and “sink” 
slowly with a quivering but dropping motion of the hand as the point of the rod 
is lowered for the purpose. The action of the hand (to be very explicit) is like 
it would be were you making dots witha pen and ink in quick succession down 
a perpendicular line. 

In long casting, a lighter pipe lead is necessary than that used for 15 or 20 
yards, and the size of it must vary according to the force of water, or else the 
rod must be held higher to keep the bait up in slack water, for there is no 
necessity for the bait to touch on the bottom ; indeed, itis better to make a rule 
of not doing so, especially in stony places. But if you are sure you are over a 
fish—or, rather, in front of a fish, for you should never cast over one—and he 
refuses, let the bait sink altogether when you think it has been brought by the 
stream in a line—that is to say, just in front of him ; then after holding the rod 
still for half a minute or so, give two or three little sharp snatches. Do not 
give it upteven if that fails ; but cross the water if you can, and the odds are 
that he takes you immediately the bait is presented to him, coming from an 
opposite direction. 

If the bed of the river permits, do not be in too great a hurry to strike. The 
moment you feel “a bite ”—particularly if of a nibbling nature—cease working 
the rod, and should the bottom be sandy, you can allow quite a minute before- 
hand ; but by no means allow the bullet to be dangerously dragged between 
boulders or large stones, which, not always, but very frequently, terminates 
fatally. 

The worm or prawn used in this manner with care and judgment will, in my 
opinion, deal death and destruction in every salmon river in the country. 

I think, now, I might say a word or two about creature comforts. I allude 
to our costume ; for independently of Scotch mists and storms which we have to 
encounter, there are other considerations for which inventors have apparently 
provided. 

The best salmon angler’s jacket I know of and always wear is made by 
Shingleton, of Bond-street. ‘The braces are worn underneath the coat, which is 
cut just to overlap the waders—so unlike the old-fashioned and disagreeable 
necessity of tucking in one’s tails. The pockets, too, are so arranged as fishermen 
consider best. I also call attention to the waterproof which, in my estimation, 
is equally perfect, and Messrs. Anderson and Co., Queen Victoria-street, have 
made considerable improvements. 

I tell you why I recommend them. They are not only cut differently to 
contribute to our comfort, but heat and exudation have egres:, and the sensation 
of warmth is not checked, as it were, in its escape from our bodies, and so 
forced back upon the pores of the skin, which is anything but pleasant, far from 
wholesome ; in fact, very injurious to the constitution, 

Now, why should we neglect our health? One of our wisest ancestors told 
us it was pleasant to grow old with good health and with good friends ; and after 
that—he might have added—it is hard if we be not content to give up the 
ghost, and while faintly remembering the tumbling waters through songless 
moorland, or gently gliding through forests of stillness and mountain solitude 
—-to depart in peace. 

{ do notsee that salmon fishermen, any more than any other sportsmen, should 
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be too fastidious in preserving their health ; too strict a regimen would 
undoubtedly be wearisome ; but by all means, Tsay, let us have spirit enough 
to enjoy it thoroughly, and in valuing it in the highest degree, let us not forget, 
that, when once our health is lost, it cannot be purchased with gold. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A great many of the members tried their skill to get a good take before the fence 
months commence ; only one, Mr. F. Harding, met with success by taking a nice show 
of roach and dace. Members and friends will please note that next Monday, March 
2nd, the smoking concert will be held in the club room, in aid of the funds of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society. Chair to be taken at 9 o'clock, by Mr. C. A. Medcalf. 
—J. WORLEDGE. 


THE AN@LERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The meeting of the committee will take place on Monday evening next, March 
2nd, at 8.30. Ihave great pleasure in stating that in future trout-fishing will com- 
mence on the river Lea on April Ist (instead of May Ist), and close on September 
29th, and that the sizes of fish will be the same as the Thames, and to measure ex- 
treme length, not as heretofore, from the eye to the end of the tail. Jack-fishing 
will close on Saturday next. Jack anglers consider there should be no extension, as 
they are of opinion the last day of February quite late enough for jack-fishing, and 
the Ist of August quite early enough to commence, I inclose copy of bill that has 
been posted this week along the banks of the river from Hertford to Homerton. I 
may add that the whole of the cost of preservation of the river Lea, rewards for con- 
viction, payment of local bailiffs, and police-constables, when engaged for special 
duty on the river, hon. bailiffs when on duty in watching, printing and posting the 
banks with caution and other bills, are defrayed from the funds of the Anglers’ 
Association.—_R, GHURNEY, sec. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of five shillings 
annual subscription from J. Jennings (Bostonian Angling Society), and twelve 
shillings from the Donation Box of that society, and £1 10s. 11d. from the Donation 
Box of the Hoxton Brothers Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members will fish the last match of the season on March 8th for three prizes, 
All members entering for the same must give their names not later than Saturday, 
March 7th. This club has decided to give fortnightly smoking concerts during the 
close season. The annual dinner will take place on Tuesday, April, 21st, Mr. H. 
Martin, the president, in the chair, Takes small during the week; few of our 
members out on Feb, 22nd. 


BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very successful return visit (Western District) was paid to the above club on 
Monday last, Feb. 23rd, at Mr. Woodcock’s Dalby Tavern, N.W., Mr. Murphy, secre- 
tary of the Good Intent, in the chair, ably faced by Mr. Evans, of the Westbourne 
Park. Mr. P. Geen, president of the Association, was with us, and rendered a gdod 
speech on the work done by the Association. Some good songs were sung during 
the evening, the following gentlemen contributing to the harmony :—Messrs. Evans, 
Jennings, Chambers, Clayton, Thompson, Clark, Nelson, Constable, Blackman, 
Marshall, Watlin, Greenwood, Grist, and Parkins. On the roll being called 21 clubs 
responded—namely, The Aeton Piscatorials, Bostonians, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, 
Duke of Norfolk, Hammersmith Club, Independent Brothers, North-Western, 
Pheenix, Queens, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, Portsmouth Waltonians, Marylebone, 
Odds and evens, Little Independent, Great Northern Brothers, City of London, Sir 
Hugh Middleton, Good Intent, and Eustonians. The next visit will go to the 
Cambridge Friendly.—J, JENNINGS. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A few of our members had shows on the 22nd; Messrs. Roach and Dutton, dace 
and roach ; Mr. Burbidge, roach, one going 1]b. 4oz.; Mr. EH, Saunders, perch.—O, 
E. MooDIE, sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 22nd only two members weighed in fish ; Mr, Chambers, roach from Wrays- 
bury, and Mr. Castell, a few roach and perch from Bourne End. On March Ist we 
fish at Ware for five prizes ; a roving match from the bridge near the station to the 
engine-house,—CaAs, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual monthly smoking concert was held at the society’s rooms, Swan Hotel, 
Upper Clapton, E., on Monday last, the 23rd inst., Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the chair. 
An excellent selection on the pianoforte, by a visitor, opened the entertainment, 
which, until its close, was (by 'virtue of the exceptionally good talent provided) 
thoroughly enjoyed by the large number of members and friends who attended, 
upwards of 100 being present. Mr. Winterbottom presided at the pianoforte. Mr. 
D. B. Dunworth gave, with great dramatic effect, a recitation “The Bells,” and, in 
response to an encore, later in the evening gave “Beautiful Snow.” Mr. Geo. 
Preston was much applauded for his splendid rendering of ‘ Mary of ‘Argyle,” only 
excelled later in the evening by his singing “The Last Watch.” This gentleman, 
with Mr. EH. Dunworth sang a duet, “The Sailor Sighs,” with very marked success. 
Mr. E. Dunworth later on sang “ True, True, till Death ” remarkably well. “The 
Image Boy” was given, in his usual clever manner, by Mr. Taylor. Mr; Midson was 
vociferously cheered for each of his beautiful songs, ‘“‘ The Little Church Round the 
Corner ” and “ Love’s Request.” Mr. Gray sung, very funnily, “I’m Not Myself at 
AMQl,” and Mr. Beck was, as usual, thoroughly appreciated with “Tell Her I Love 
Her So.” Mr. C. Mole followed with “ Arethusa,’ very well sung, and Mr. Wood 
caused roars of langhter by the capital way in which he sang the ‘ Ticket of Leave 
Man.” Mr. Springbett’s “ Bugler” was one of the treats of the evening, and the 
very comical recitation by Herr Berndorff, “‘Hey Diddle Diddle,” caused great merri- 
ment. Mr. C. H. Aveling, in his usual splendid manner, sang “ Welcome, Ever 
Welcome, Friends,” and, later on, “ The Muleteer.” Thislatter song is specially 
suited to Mr. Aveling’s fine voice. Mr. Bedford sang “Old Simon the Cellarer” 
remarkably well, and “ Katie’s Letter” was very funnily sung by Mr. Kennedy. The 
following clubs complimented the Clapton by their presence : Bow Bells, Edmonton 
and Tottenham, South Hornsey, Hoxton Brothers, United, Walton and Cotton, 
Nautilus, Burdett, Gresham, Clissold, Good Intent, Excelsior, &c., and a cordial vote 
of thanks being offered to them by our worthy chairman, was neatly responded to 
by Mr. Gray. The chairman had a very enthusiastic vote of thanks accorded to him, 
as also had—HrNRry Howss, hon. sec. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members met at Westbourne Park Station on the 22nd, and proceeded to 
Cookham to fish the last match of the season, They mustered stronger than on pre- 
vious occasions. We must congratulate ourselves upon the success we had, the fish 
that were weighed in being the heaviest weight that has ever been brought in a 
match before. The prizes were all taken by the following members—namely, 
Messrs. Green, Ist, some nice barbel and dace; Webley, 2nd, nice chub, roach, and 
dace ; W. Jenkins, 3rd, perch ; Howland, 4th, roach ; Cox, 5th, roach ; Maples, 6th, 
roach and dace ; Stead, 7th, roach and dace ; Tucker, 8th, roach,—C, RELYES, sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We were saved a blank on the 22nd by Messrs. F. Foster and O. Wade, who both 
had nice shows of roach and dace from the Lea ; thirteen members were out, but 
with the exception of the above two none of them got any fish; but got the hump 
instead.—_ OBSERVER, 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club, to the number of forty, fished for ten valuable prizes 
on the 22nd at Uxbridge. Twenty-five took fish, the following being the winners 
in order :—Messrs. Kemp, W. Wheeler, Haines, Guntrip, Maybury, Holmes, Philpott, 
Bell, Winter, Pullham. We shall wind up before fence months by fishing for ten 
prizes at Ponder’s End on March 8th. The first prize will be a portrait in oil of the 
winner, value £5 5s., given by Mr. W. Wright, of Bethnal-green-road. It will be 
“yoam of water,” all start by the 9 o’clock train from Liverpool-street.—R, 
MurpHy. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Crumplen in the 
chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Notices of 
Smoking Concerts were read from the Amicable Brothers and Clapton Angling 
Societies. An illuminated vote of thanks was received for the society’s exhibit at 
the Health Exhibition. Mr. Rowland Beevor was unanimously elected amember of 
the society. The pike competition takes place on Tuesday next. On the same 
evening a Smoking Concert has also been arranged for. Dr. Brunton has kindly con- 
sented to preside.— H. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The prizes of the above society were distributed on Tuesday evening, the 17th 
inst., when a very handsome show was made, and a very enjoyable evening spent in 
harmony, &c. Besides which, prizes to the value of about £15 were offered to be com- 
peted for during the newseason, This society is progressing very favourably. Just 
saved a blank on the 22nd, by Mr. J. Jackson showing a few nice roach, J, 
MILLER. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Several members were out on the 22nd, but the only one who showed fish was H, 
Steadman with three chub,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for three special prizes on the 22nd inst. at Cheshunt. Only 
one of them was taken, That was by Mr.T. Ward. The two that were not taken 
will be fished for again on March 8th ; members to go where they like, but not to 
leave Loudon before the morning of the competition. Mr. H. Auburn will give a 
prize to be fished for on the same day, and on the same conditions. As a reminder, 
to the members the two prizes given by Messrs G. Wood and Snooks are to be 
fished for on Wednesday next, March 4th. For particulars see notice in last week’s 
GAZETTE.—H. B. 

LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 22nd inst., and met with the following sport :—Mr, 
Bingle, our one arm champion, came to the front with a fine show of roach, dace, 
and jack, from West Drayton, weighing 48lb., and one of the dace turned the scale 
at 940z. Our members fished for four prizes at Uxbridge, and met with very poor 
sport, Mr. Bland, our novice, succeeding in taking the first prize. Mr. Ellis was 
out on the 24th inst., and had a very fine show of roach and perch, 241b., from Great 
Marlow. We all fish our last match at Sunbury on March 8th, and we hope to have 
some good sport.—H. BINGLE, sec. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members are reminded that on the 28th inst the jack fishing at the Welsh Harp 
closes. Mr, Plumpton, sen., a brace of jack ; Mr. W. Plumpton, jun., a brace of jack. 
Excursion to Pangbourne to decide three prizes took place on the 22nd, but the 
takes were very poor, Mr. Billings, Mr. W. Weaver, and Mr. G. Weaver being the only 
successful members,—W. HILLIER, sec. 


NORWICH ANGLING CLUB. 

The annual pike match took place on Tuesday, the 17th inst.,ander most un- 
favourable circumstances. On Monday, the 16th, a heavy rain fell incessantly for 
nearly 24 hours, causing the waters to be high and coloured. On the morning of the 
match only eight of the twelve members who had entered turned up; in fact, they 
were afraid to venture, and we who did go had a dreary prospect, a drizzling rain 
the whole eleven miles out, and a cold N.E. wind. Still, after about 11 o’clock it 
cleared up somewhat, and a better day was experienced than had been anticipated 
at the start, for many knowing ones prophesied that not a run would be had by 
anyone. Iam happy to say they were out in their reckoning for once, as at the end 
of a persevering trial of patience and waterproofs it was found that nearly every- 
one had hooked fish, the total catch being 17 jack, Mr. E. H. Corbyn coming in first 
with two beauties, weighing respectively 16lb, and 114lb. Our old friend, Mr. C. J. | 
Greene, was next with one of 103lb. and four smaller ones. None of the others 
weighed in, and, considering that no fish under 3lb. were allowed, I consider they 
acted wisely in keeping in the background. After the match the party returned to 
Host Haylock’s (whose catering cannot be spoken of too highly) and did ample 
justice to a first-rate spread. Toast and song followed, and the party reached our 
dear old city shortly after 10, well satisfied with everything except the sport, 


ODDS AND EVENS SOCIETY. 

In consequence of this society having removed its quarters, a complimentary visit 
will take place at the Monmouth Arms, Haberdasher-street, Hast-road, City-road, on 
Thursday, March 12th. Secretaries will kindly invite their members to attend this 
visit, so that the worthy host and the old Odds and Hyens may have a bumper on 
this occasion.—J, WHITH, sec, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society fished an open match for eight prizes, with 
three others given by Mrs. Reid, the nature of which will not be known until they 
are in the hands of the winners, with the following results :—Messrs. Luff, Watkins, 
Gafney, White, Beard, Gardham, and Lang. Mr. Luff hada fine jack of 8lb. loz., 
from the Association waters at Weybridge. Bravo Mr. Ghurney, for renting that for 
our members next year !—GADFLY. 

PERSEVERANCE ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

On Monday evening last the usual fortnightly meeting was held at the club house, 
the Tailors’ Arms, Green Hill. The president, Mr. H. Walker, occupied the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, the members 
decided to hold the closing match for the present season on March 14th, to take place 
in the canal at Eggington. Mr. J. Griffitt and Mr. W. Pountain were appointed to 
audit the books. After the other business of the club had been disposed of, a very 
very pleasant evening was spent. 





PERTH ANGLERS’ CLUB. 

At the last meeting the following gentlemen were elected office-bearers :—Mr. 
John Kennedy, president; Mr. J. H. Farmer, vice-president ; Mr. George Howat, 
treasurer ; Mr. William Wilson, secretary. Additional members of committee :— 
Messrs. D. Hunter, Jas. M‘Currach, and John Wilson. Competitions for the ensuing 
season were arranged as follows :—1st, Loch Leven, 13th May; 2nd, 8th July ; 3rd, 
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12th August ; stream, 25th June ; and an additional competition to be held on Loch 
Ericht on 28th July. Mr. P. D. Malloch was elected to represent the club at the 
national competition on Loch Leven, with Mr. W. Wilson as reserve. The subject of 
returning to the old arrangement regarding hours of stream competition was 
discussed, and referred to another meeting to be held in three weeks. The meeting 
closed with votes of thanks to the office-bearers. 


PERTHSHIRE FISHING CLUB. 

At the annual meeting of this club, held on Tuesday night in the Burgh court- 
room, Mr. J. Macdonald in the chair, it was reported that the finances of the club 
were ina flourishing condition. Office-bearers for the ensuing year were appointed : 
President, Mr. G. Pople; vice-president, Mr. D. Burnfield ; secretary, Mr. James 
Keaye ; treasurer, Mr. James Moir; and a committee of eight members. Several 
new members were admitted, The competitions for the season were fixed as follows : 
Loch Leven, May 6, June 10, and August 17: stream competition, June 25, Mr, R. 
B. Smith was appointed to represent the club at the national competition. The re- 
signation of ex-Provost Richardson was received, and the club unanimously 
appointed him an honorary member for life. 





: THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Mona Hotel 
(late Ashley’s), Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Dr. J. Brunton, Messrs. 
C. P. Wheatstone, E. Foreman, J. Pattisson, W. M. J esse, H. Bennett, J. Meyer, F. H. 
Lemann, H, Harden, H. Gray, and the secretary. Mr. R.'T. Sachs was unanimously 
elected chairman, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been read by 
the secretary and confirmed by the members present, the secretary announced that 
he had secured the services of Mr. J. Keft in a musical capacity, with professional 
assistance, for the Piscatorial dinner at the Holborn Restaurant on the 4th March. 
A letter was then read from Mr. W. Brougham, who alluded to the many very 
pleasant evenings he had enjoyed with the piscatorials, and trusting that he would 
be able to be present on the above occasion. Mr, E. Walker nominated Mr, William 
Bassett, an experienced angler, as a member of the society. The nomination 
was seconded by Mr. E. Foreman, and will come before the members 
in due course. Mr, E. Freeman also spoke on the subject of the change in the night 
of meeting from Mondays to Wednesdays, and he said that he was of opinion that 
the change would prove beneficial. Several of the members had been following 
piscatorial pursuits ; but the success of those who had visited the Thames was not 
encouraging, a fact that was easily accounted for by the bad colour of the water. The 
reports of those, however, that had visited other streams and lakes were somewhat 
brighter ; but, with one or two exceptions, were not remarkable, Mr. R. T. Sachs, 
accompanied by Mr. R. B. Marston and Mr. Searle, had visited some private water, 
and although they succeeded in landing 40 pike, there were only two that came up 
to the standard of weight of the fishery—of Glb. ; consequently, with these two ex- 
ceptions, they were all returned to the water. The larger fish weighed 141b, and fell 
to Mr, Sachs’s rod. The chairman, after fully describing his day’s sport, proposed 
the old toast, ‘The Continued Prosperity of the Piscatorial Society,” which having 
been duly honoured, the proceedings of the evening closed with a unanimous vote of 
thanks to the chairman, 


PRINCESS OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since our last report fortune has been somewhat more kind towards Use Ol 
the 8th inst., our indefatigable member, Mr. A. Porter, saved us from a blank in 
spite of the boisterous weather, by a very fair show of roach and chub. On the 
15th five members went out, and all fared well. Mr. A. Porter, jack, Slb. 150z. ; Mx. 
C. Porter, chub, 6lb., one going 31b.150z., a very handsome fish ; Mr. Maynard, roach, 
3lb. Goz. ; Mr. C, Ney, roach, 2lb. 1302. ; and Mr. W. Ney, roach, 2lb. 80z. On Thurs- 
day, the 19th,.Mr. $. Cattle was enrolled a member, A proposition that Mr. C, 
Porter’s chub be preserved was carried unanimously. It was proposed by Mr. 
Wyatt and seconded by Mr, C. Ney, that a special meeting be held on March 5th, 
to take into consideration the propriety of increasing the subscription during the 
close season, and also to inaugurate a special prize for the end of the season, All 
members are requested to attend not later than 9 o’clock. On the 22nd Mr, A, 
Porter had a brace and a half of chub, going 41b., and Mr. Wyatt, roach, from Borne 
End.—G. ATTWELL, 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The Wednesday evening meeting of this society took place at the clubroom, 
Station Hotel, Mr, A. J. Little in the chair, and Mr. H. Dickinson vice-chairman. It 
appeared from the minutes of the previous meeting that Messrs. J. D. M‘Dougall 
(captain of the Norse Rowing Club), W. Colgrays, E. Downs, W. Long, and D. 
Kennedy had been unanimously elected members, and that Mr. Fleming had weighed 
in three pike caught in the Avon, weighing 13b., 11lb., and 91b. 2oz. respectively. 
A ballot then took place for the election of Messrs. Geo. Ellis and G. J. Duncan, 
who were also unanimously elected. Mr. Thos. Bull weighed in three barbel, of 
71b., 731b., and 8#lb., caught at Teddington Weir, and, in a note to the hon, sec., 
said there were plenty of fine barbel at Teddington. The chairman referred to the 
recent deputation that attended from Twickenham at the Home Office, and was 
sorry Sir W. Harcourt was unable to see them, being engaged at a Cabinet Council ; 
but he (the chairman) was of opinion that the result would be the more speedy 
removal of the mud, in fact, the Conservators had commenced already. The 
remainder of the evening was devoted to vocal and instrumental music, 


el RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The 22nd brought to a close our February competition, and the following is the 
result :—1st, Mr. Davis, with 7lb. 80z. of dace; 2nd, Mr. B. Pyne, 61b. 15oz. of 
perch ; 3rd, Mr. G. Dodd, 51b. 150z. of roach; Mr. R. Chantry and Mr. R. Smith 
tied, with 1lb,.610z. ; Mr. C, Grant, llb. 6oz. ; Mr. H. Flower, lloz. roach, and Mr, 
C. A, Pocock, 740z. dace. At the meeting held on the 25th, it was decided that 
seven prizes be offered for competition on March Ist and the 8th, The choice of 
prizes to goin rotation with the gross weight for the double event. For the list of 
prizes for this occasion, visit headquarters and inquire. The conditions for the 
above are : Go where, and fish how you like, according to club rules.—PIxtn, 





SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A friendly match has been arranged to take place with the Walworth Piscatorials 
at Addlestone on the 8th March, six a side, fora supper. Fish to be weighed in at 
this club in the evening. Two of our own club prizes will be fished for on the same 
occasion, and it is expected we shall have a good muster, it being the last Sunday 
outing of the season. Messrs, Morris and Bate were out on Thursday at Staines, and 
succeeded in capturing two splendid roach of nearly 1lb. each. Mr. Delhaye was 
also out, and weighed in some handsome fish. We have now our diploma from the 
Fisheries Exhibition beautifully framed, and hung up in our club room. It is very 
highly prized by the members, it being the only one obtained by any club this side 
of the Thames,—JouHn KIrWAN, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. ‘ 

On the 24th, several societies connected with the above, paid a complimentary 
visit to the South-Eastern at Mr. J. Frith’s, The George, George-strect, Blackfriars, 
Among those present, I noticed Messrs, Allen, Tyler, H. Bayley, Alexander, Weston, 
Beninfield, Payne, R. Smith, and many others well known in the angling world. 
Mr. J. Smith presided, assisted by Mr. Holben ; the command of the piano was given 
to a friend. Mr.Holben sang “Sailing”; Mr. J. Smith gave “The Slave Ship” ; 
Mr. R. Smith, “I have only been Married To-day”; Mr. W. Palmer, ‘Tom Bow- 
line” ; Mr. Beninfield, “ Tapping on the Window-pane,” accompanied on the har- 
monium ; W, Tyler, “ Down by a Riverside I Strayed” ; W. Bryan, “ Far, Far Away”; 
Messrs. 0. and J. Wright, Richardson, W. Tyler, and several other gentlemen also 
contributed towards the evening’s amusement, On the roll being called, the follow- 


ing societies were responded for: Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, Rodney, 
Wellington, United Brothers, Crown Anglers, Walworth Piscatorials, and South- 
Hastern. The next return visit on behalf of South London United will go to the 
Crown Anglers, Crown and Sceptre, Friendly-street, Deptford, on March 10th. 
Trams to and from Westminster or Blackfriars every few minutes, pass the end of 
the street, which is very handy for visitors, as well as for—Pr1xtn, 


SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Our members were out on the 22nd at Staines, for three prizes, only one of which 
was taken. On the 25th our complimentary visit took place at the club-house (The 
George) which was well attended, there being about sixty present, and nine clubs 
represented on the ist. A pleasant evening was passed, interpersed with plenty of 
harmony.—T, H. WESTON, sec. 


WALTONIANS. 

Feb. 15, Mr, Hunt, roach 11b, 4oz. ; Mr. Roland, roach 2lb,; Mr. T. Watkins, carp 
4b. 120z., tench 5lb, 1}oz., roach 2lb. 1}0z., dace 2lb., a grand total of 131b, 15oz. ; 
Mr. Starr, roach 71b. lloz. Feb, 22nd, Mr, Roland weighed in roach. Feb. 25, Mr. 
Leader, roach Slb, 2302, ; Mr, T, Watkins, perch 2lb, 60z. ; Mr, Dodge, sen., roach 2b. 
A. J, MARRIOTT. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The silver cup competed for on the 22nd, given by Mr. Hoyle, was not taken. It, 
therefore, will be competed for on the March 1, for the second heaviest weight of all 
fish : also Mr. Firkin’s prize of a guinea ticket for the Ferry Boat Fishery, Totten- 
ham, for the heaviest weight of all fish, go where you please.—J. G. 


eee 


READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER. 

THE annual meeting of this flourishing association was held on Monday, at the 
Great Western Hotel, under the chairmanship of Mr. James Simonds, the president, 
The business transacted was of a formal character. The following are extracts from 
the report :— . 

“Your committee, in presenting their eighth annual report, have again the pleasing 
duty of recording a year’s thoroughly successful work in the interest of anglers. 
While no event of special importance marks the year, the committee cannot help 
noticing the increasing recognition and appreciation by the general public, and con- 
spicuously by the working classes, of the aims and efforts of theassociation, Thisis 
demonstrated by the loyal respect shown by almost every angler for the new Thames 
Conservancy by-laws, the introduction of which, as to the Upper Thames, was largely 
due to the action of your committee, and the beneficial effect of which is already 
apparent. During the year no less than 340 large Wycombe trout, many weighing 
from 21b. to 3lb., have been placed in the Thames, and, as last year, the cost of 100 of 
these fish has been generously borne by your president, James Simonds, Esq. The 
thanks of the association are due to Mr, Simonds, and also to Mr, Stone, of Pang- 
bourne Mill, who very kindly affords every facility to the local bailiffs in promoting 
the successful breeding of Thames trout in the Pang. The artificial breeding of 
perch, so successfully inaugurated in 1883, has been continued and extended, the 
result being that this year about a million and a half of fry, largely procured from 
the Kennet, have been hatched in the ‘Lund’ boxes. It is hoped to double this 
result during the coming season. A second consignment of large grayling—from 
1lb. to 3lb. each—was received in August, through the kindness of the Hungerford 
Ply-fishing Club CH. Collins, Hsq., hon, sec.). ‘These valuable fish appear to be very 
successfully establishing themselves in the Thames. Anglers have again to thank 
J. Frederick Hall, Esq., of Erleigh Court, for his kindness in once more permitting 
the netting of his lake, by which 150 large carp were added to the river, The netting 
of ditches after floods, and of the public bathing place, after the annual cleansing, 
and the watching of the Kennet while drawn for works of repair, have again been 
carefully attended to.” 

THE DINNER, 


The president (Mr. James Simonds) occupied the chair, Mr, Walford Ridley being 
the vice-chairman, and they were supported by the Mayor (Mr, Arthur Hill), and 
about 40 members of the elub and their friends. 

A number of apologies for inability to attend were received from, amongst others, 
the following gentlemen :—Messrs. W. Senior, R. B. Marston, T. Spreckley, J. P. 
Wheeldon, H. Collins, A. Jardine, F. H. Lemann, ec. : 

After the usual loyal toasts, the Chairman next proposed “The Reading and 
District Angling Association.” As they would see by the report, the committee 
firmly believed that most people appreciated the work of the association, and they 
had reasons for thinking so; but while that was the case there were a few who did 
not know the objects of the society, and who seemed to think that alot of people 
subscribed so that they might have all the fishing themselves. It was true that they 
rented water, in which only members of the association could fish ; but they had no 
intention of excluding anyone from fishing in the general river. (Hear, hear.) If 
that were their intention, they would not find him in the position of president of 
the association, Their object was to try to increase the number of fish ; they did so 
by breeding a great many fish, by endeavouring to stop illegal fishing, and also by 
turning in every year a great number of good-sized fish which they bought. There- 
fore, he thought they did the public a great deal of good. (Applause.) There was 
no doubt that fishing was a long way the cheapest sport; it was in the reach of 
everybody, and it was their endeavour to offer and provide for everybody good sport 
in the rivers. Last year was not a good year for fishing owing to the wantof rain. It 


| would ill become Reading if they had not such an association as this. The town itself 


was placed on a river which had always been famous for its fishing, viz., the Kennet, 
and they also had the Thames, and it behoved them to profit by the advantages 
which nature had provided them with. He coupled with the toast the name of Mr. 
Butler, their indefatigable hon. sec. (Applause.) 

Mr. Butler responded. In the course of his remarks, he thanked the Mayor for 
his presence there that night and for his kindly expressions of hearty sympathy with 
the work the association was doing for the poorer class of anglers. The object. of 
the society was not social or selfish, but it had far higheraims. It wasa great thing 
to provide not only healthful and innocent recreation, angling being practically the 
only sport working men could get; but fishing also afforded them the means of 
gaining health, and also to procure good, wholesome food. Those were the objects 
the members of the association had in view. They had been suspected by a few of 
having selfish objects in promoting the association, but he had had the pleasure, in the 
report, of congratulating the members on the increasing recognition of their work 
by the public at large, which was demonstrated by the small number of prosecutions 
instituted during the year. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Butler then referred to the leading 
features in the report, and went on to say that he could not sit down without saying 
that while he believed he was entitled to a fair share of the credit for the success of 
the society, of which he was very proud, a very large proportion of the success was 
due to the admirable way in which the committee worked together for the associa- 
tion. (Applause.) There was a fair proportion of really hard-working men on the 
committee, and the greatest unanimity prevailed at their meetings. He thanked 
the subscribers for continuing their assistance, and concluded by expressing a sincere 
hope that the association would in the future doa still greater amount of good than 
it had hitherto done. (Applause.) ‘ ; as 

The proceedings of the evening were enlivened by some specially good songs, con- 
tributed by Messrs. T. G. Clark, Giles Ayres, W. E. P. Austen, T, J. Pulley, Kettley, 
Horton, 8, Bradley, W. G. Flanagan, &e. 
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For both Fly, Minnow, and Worm—the BEST LINES yet introduced._( Vide. English and American Sporting Press.) 


Send for Samples. 


Free to all Applicants. 


The New Acme 16-Plait Double-Dressed Lines, 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 
We supply on the following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


WHY DO-WE° OFFER GHIS ON E-SI DED ADV ANE A GE 


Because we are confident the improved line is nearer perfection than any other make or style of line on sale. 
These Metal Centre Lines are used by the highest living authorities, and are rapidly, by sheer force of merit, acquiring world-wide popularity. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT PATENT ON LABEL. List of Specialities in Rods, Reels, and Descriptive Catalogues of Flies, Fly Books, Lines, &c., largest in English 
Post Free, 2 stamps. 


SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS FAR DOW. eo. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
New Patent om Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon = Circular 
Winch = Box 


Con ioe ae al FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 


























Improved FLIES & CASTS. 
F olding A Large Assort- 
Trout ment of Salmon, 


- Sea Trout, Lake 
Trout, and Trout 
Flies kept in 


Landing 
Nets 
(Very Light). <= ee tock, 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASK&T, inventel by G. W. TAYLOR; Esq. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 
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a a ne A Se i 
RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 





40 5 Putney. 

45 AA Ilammersmith, 
Ada 50 +p Barnes, 

55 9 Kew. 

75 5 Richmond. 

80 3 Twickenham, 

85 ee Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HiGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. 
Saturday, February 28 ioe ae arc mi 
Sunday, March 1 1.54 Be “Be 2.16 
Monday, ‘5 2 2.37 2.57 
Tuesday, ee, 3 3.18 3.37 
Wednesday, _,, 4 3.56 4.16 
Thursday, - 5 4.34 Rie ale 4.52 
Friday, Tapa 5.9 oc Se 5.26 


High Tides March 2, 3, and 4. 
GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane London 
? ? 3 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The water up to the 22nd was quite unfishable, and then it began to improve, 
Ww ith a few results in angling. There 1s a complete dearth of news this week from 
all parts of tho river, and at most of the stations nota single punt has been out. 
The-e is a lttle movement going on at the river-side districts for the establishment 





FOSTER BROTHERS, 





ASHBOURNE. 





of local angling clubs, and Staines has been the first to distinguish itself in that 
respect. Mr. G. F. Spencer, the piscatorial proprietor of the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, 
has for some time been contemplating the formation of an angling club for Chertsey; 
but at present nothing definite has been arranged. There can be no doubt from his 
experience as president of the Larkhall Angling Society, and his practical character 
as an angler, he would soon gather around him a sufficient number of members to 
make a good club. 

ANGLING RESULTS. ; 

The Tideway.—There has been no fishing at Richmond and Teddington, and the 
only returns are from Twickenham, where John Coxen, in a couple of days, got 
thirteen dozenof dace. George Coxen, in one day and a half, six dozen. John 
Coxen, sen., had three of his punts out one day with a party of anglers, whose 
united takes were eighteen dozen of roach and dace, J. Dobbin, in one day, two 
and a half dozen of dace. Pert Hammerton, in the same time, three dozen ; and 
John Spong, in three days, eighteen dozen. 

Above the Locks.—Kingston and Staines are the only two places where punts 
have been out, and at the former place the only take was that of five dozen of dace 
by John Johnson, jun. At Staines Mr. Paneh, in one day, with C. Hone, three brace 
of perch ; and John Keene, jun., nine chub. The bank anglers at Kingston, Sur- 
biton, Hampton Court, Hampton, and Sunbury have been getting roach and dace, 
The water on Wednesday was in good condition, but a damp atmosphere did not look 


cheerful. 
UPPER THAMES. 


Little has been attempted, and even less done, in the upper reaches of the Thames 
than I haye known for months. The river—certainly not over-inviting just now 
—has been a waste of water hurrying seawards, without a roach-pole on its banks 
or a punt on its bosom to break the weary monotony of its mud-coloured ongoing. 
At Hurley, on the 15th, Messrs, Baly, King, Mitchell, and Gherkie caught, together, 
some 501b, of grand roach and perch, and returning to their muttons at “ Ye Bell’, 
on the 22nd, only captured some 141b. or 15lb. of miscellaneous fish between them 
in consequence of the wretched trim of the water. At Marlow, on the 9th of March., 
a grand jack and perch competition comes off, entrance 5s. each. Address Mr. C. 
Foottit, The Complete Angler Hotel, Great Marlow. If the fish do not feed, the 
competitors can, at on outlay of 4s. each, bar the wet. The Thames, as I write, is 
falling from flood rapidly, and will be in prime trim by Saturday or Monday.— 


MARLOW Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 

Thursday.—The water is on the rise a little to-day, and a little thicker ; if we 
don’t have any more heavy rain, it won’t hurt much. Roach and perch have been on 
the feed pretty freely ; to-day’s rise didn’t agree with them. To-day I saw two very 
fine jack in Mr. Bambridge’s window, taken at Clewer Point, one by Mr. B., the 
other by a gentleman whose name I haye forgotten, weights 10%lb. and 84lb. Now 
is the time jack will feed, as they move about more ; nobody here has tried the jack. 
Had quite a reviver yesterday ; saw a trout rise 8lb.—G, LUMSDEN. 

The water is on the rise again a little. Been out by myself, and got some very 
good roach and perch Wednesday, some of the best I have seen for many a day, 
about 201b. My son, out on the 25th, took a very nice show of roach, 101b., several 
1jlb. Myself, out to-day with two gentlemen, got a few very nice roach—two 
dozen. As there was a change in the water to-day, it took them off. My son, out 
to-day, did not do much ; got some very rice dace with the lob._JAMES HOARE. 


Thames (Eynsham). 
Owing to the unsettled state of the different streams in this neighbourhood, I — 
have had no angling report of note to send the last three weeks. I have been out a 
few times and caught a few roach and perch. Last Monday I took five roach, 51b., 
in very thick water in the Evenlode ; and to-day (Thursday) Mr. Geen and myself, 
in the Evenlode, caught 26lb. of splendid roach, all taken with lobworms. This 
stream, the Evenlode, and Windrush are in capital condition for roach and perch 
fishing, and will do for chub in a day or two if the fine weather will last. The 
Thames here is flooded, and too thick for angling now ; but will, no doubt, improve 
very much by Monday.—W. B. Howe. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water now a little too thick for jack, but by the end of the week water will be 
in good order for jack and perch if it keeps fine. Nothing doing much; I have had 
one day this last fortnight ; two dozen of perch. There was a jack taken here on 
Wednesday, 101b.-Joun Rusu. 


Thames (Sonning). 

Once more, just as the water was getting all you could wish, and fish were begin- 
ning to feed, we had a lot of rain, and on the 25th as thick as peasoup. The 
bankers have been getting some perch androach. Got a trout over 41b. which was 
very thin and long. On the 26th another one was taken over 3lb. in splendid 
order. They were both put back in the water just above Sonning Bridge. It 
seems there are all sorts of fish taken there. Within a fortnight there haye been 
tench, carp, perch, roach, and trout, all taken within ten yards. Dr. L— saw a 
nice trout on Monday close by the Weir over 8lb. He saw it quite plain—W. H. | 


' _ Thames (Windsor). ; 
Water, though still anything but clear, is not too bad but that jack are to be had. 


As proof, on the 25th Reginald Hollingworth, Esq.,of Southend Manor House, Lang- 
ley, with Mr. Bambridge, of Eton, had a very handsome brace of fish, going 10$Ib. 
and 8}lb., at Clewer Point, both male fish in the pink of condition. James Gray, 
junr., 24th inst., had two, 41b. and 3lb.; R. Gray, junr., two, 7lb. and 231b. Worm- 
fishing has been productive of very fine roach, barbel, and trout. Mr. James Allen, 
of Windsor, had a splendid show of roach, consisting of twenty ‘fish, the ten 
largest going a trifle over 101b. Mr. Paice, of Eton Wick, 22nd inst., had three 
barbel and a very pretty trout of 421b., which, after being weighed was duly 
returned. I am afraid water will not be clearer this season, and my journey up 
river to-day (25th) in a pouring rain leaves but little hope of a better water than the 
present for the few remaining days of the season 1884-5, which closes March 14th.— 
b. RK, BAMBRIDGE, 
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Thames (Wraysbury). 
The water is a little coloured—not too much ; will not be better this season for 
all-round angling. Roach are taking the tail of lob-worm very freely, and the perch 
are on like mad.—Roacu. 





Ancholme District. 

We have had quite a week of changes, the early part was bitterly cold, with heavy 
downfalls of snow and rain. On Tuesday it was almost like summer, with clouds 
of flies swarming in the sunshine. The waters are too much affected by snow-broth 
to yield satisfactory sport, but they are fining nicely, and by Saturday next, with 
no further downfall, should be in good trim for coarse fishing. The fine pond in 
the park at Branston Hall, near Lincoln, has been cleaned out, the coarse fish re- 
moved, and some trout introduced. Asthe pond is fed bya niee brook, the prospects 
of success are very good.— THOMAS Forp. 

Chichester. 

Unsettled weather has this week kept many anglers from the waterside. The 
canal, thanks to the recent pluvial visitations, has filled considerably, and is now in 
excellent trim for bottom fishing. Bream are fairly on feed, but no large fish have 
been taken. Small roach take paste freely, our water supplying baits for many 
neighbouring district anglers. Pike have not been on. A friend informs me he has 
seen one on the basin 4ft. long ; but the statement must be taken cum grano salis. 
Some of our Cicestrians paid Selham a visit a few days since, but a soaking was 
their only reward. From the Ouse a few good roach have been taken, but I hear of 
no pike worth notice. The weather is very unsettled, rain falling this evening.— 

GEORGE F, SALTER. } 


Colne (Wraysbury). 


Water in splendid condition for all-round fishing. Now is the time to get a basket 
of roach, and a few jack out of the mill-pool— Roacu. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


Tuesday was the first day on which angling was possible after the frost. On that 
day Mr. Hedley caught four bull trout, and Mr. Leighton two. On Wednesday the 
water was rather fine for this.sort of fishing, but Mr. Oliver caught two. Water 
very full of fish ; there will be good sport after rain, The natural fly on the water, 
and trout taking them, so that there will be rare sport after the 4th March, when 
the angler will not only have a good chance of a basket of trout, but he will be sure 
to take bull trout as well, and they make grand play on the trouting tackle— 
FREDERICK BROWN. ; 

[See question in our Pickering correspondent’s letter.—ED. | 


The Dove. 

The river is running in splendid colour ; but as we have had a general thaw, there 
is a great deal of snow-broth in the water, and this renders the finny ones very shy 
of biting. The weather has undergone a complete change, being now mild and 
bright, and I should not be surprised if we do not have an early spring. A great 
lot of naturals keep coming on the water by day, but the cold nights seem to nip 
them off fast. From all accounts, I fancy the trout season will prove a good one. 
Grayling, with other coarse fish, go out of season in about a fortnight ; but by then 
we shall have got well amongst the speckled tribe. The trout are now rapidly 
recovering from spawning, and I think they will be found very forward when 
operations commence.—THE SPLODGER. 

: Eden (Carlisle). 

I have very little to report since my last. We have had a good deal of rain, 
varied by 6deg. of frost occasionally, and the river has seldom been in order for 
salmon fishing. I heard of two fish being killed one day by a man in the Carlisle 
Angling Association water, but the source of my information is quite as notorious 
for big lies as big fish, so that I am a bit sceptical. We had a high flood on Tuesday, 
which will take a few days to run down, even if there is no more rain, of which 
there is at present every appearance.—SILVER GREY. 

Exe (Exeter). 

I am pleased to be able to record a few good catches since my last. Last Thursday 
thirteen perch over 6lb. were taken near St. David’s Station ; and on Saturday Mr. 
Hayman had two perch and two pike, one over 4lb., the other 341b.; and Mr. 
Sanders caught, near Cowley Bridge, four pike weighing about 233lb. Minnows for 
the perch, and dace for the pike. Messrs. Moles and Stevens also caught seven nice 
pike in the Barlescombe Canal, the largest weighing 11}lb., fishing with live dace. 
Salmon fishing opens here next Monday, and I hope to send an excellent record of 
captures next week.—J, A. KELLEY. : 

Exe (Dulverton Station). 
Trout have risen freely within the past few days to the Blue Upright, Gold 
Twist, March Brown, and other spring flies, the water having been in nice con- 
dition ; rain has, however, fallen continuously to-day, so that the river is now 
somewhat foul_—CHaAs. W. NELDER. 
Exe (Tiverton). 

The frost of last week has made the water very transparent, and scarcely anything 
has been done this week. A quantity of rain has fallen to-day, which should improve 
matters. The few that have been killed were taken with February Red, Halfstone, 
Olive Dun, and Blue Upright.—Wm. WINDFORD. 


Lakes of Killarney. 

Number of salmon taken since Feb. 18th :—Muckross Net, 32 salmon; Glena, 40 
salmon, the largest 30lb. ; Caharnane Net, 6 salmon, the largest 15lb. 19th, Pat 
Roberts, one 15lb. ; James Hayes, one 13lb. 22nd, Tim McCarthy, one 111b. ; Eugene 
Cournane, one 12lb, ; Michael Thornton, one 14lb. 28rd, John Roberts, one 191b. ; 
Tim McCarthy, one 1441b. ; Jerry Roberts, one 12lb. 25th, Tim McCarthy, one 1141b.; 
Michael Thornton, one 103lb. ; Pat Roberts, one 123]b. ; Mr, John Clifton, one 131b, 
—Tim McCartuy, Fisherman. 

Lea (Rye House). 

The water is in first-rate condition at this place now, and there has been some 

nice fish taken, perch and roach, and the wind is just right for them, being nearly 


due south—_ Wm, CowELL. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

The water is in capital order, and the jack well on the feed ; five have fallen to 
the rod of Mr. Dodd during the week, the two heaviest weighing 9lb.; Mr. Knock 
got two of about 3lb. each; Mr. Budbige two, 24lb. each. A few good fish have 
been killed in the upper water (Ford’s). Roach fishers have not been very success- 
ful; but a few fish have been taken by Messrs. Williams, Wheeler, and others.— 
HACKLES RED. ; 

Leicester. ile 

_ With the near approach of the close season for coarse fish, anglers in this locality 
seem determined to lose no opportunity of pursuing their favourite sport, as each 
day the numbers at the rivers are on the increase. Perhaps the fact of the weather 
being open and the sport good also tends to induce those who have the opportunity 
not to neglect embracing a chance of a day during the short time between now and 
the 15th of March, Angling of the all-round kind in the Leicester Angling Society’s 
waters has shown a decided improvement this season to what is generally the case 
with winter fishing. Roach have been biting very freely in the brook at Aylestone, 
and takes up to 101b. and 12]b. have been the rule. The best fish were caught with 
the worm, which is a good bait at this period of the year in these waters for roach, 
chub, or perch. Some nice lots of the latter species have been had from the canal 
and brook at Aylestone, and a few brace of pike were caught at the home waters 
during the week ; but none of any large size, the heaviest scaling only 53lb. The 
weather was fine this week until Thursday, when a slight change took place, and 
rain fell from midday until a late hour almost incessantly. There has been very 
little trout fishing. Anglers would do well to leave them alone for another 
fortnight or three weeks, as they are backward in the streams in Leicestershire,— 
ALERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
These streams have now run into good angling order since last report, having run 
nearly clear, but still remain high. Both streams have greatly improved, and have 
been visited freely by the anglers of this part, who have used the maggot and worm 
for baits, and some good fish have been taken with them. On Friday a gentleman 
tried the Arrow, near Ivington, and with the maggot took a good lot of fine trout. 
The Lugg was tried the same day near Kingsland, and a nice dish of fish were taken 
with the worm, A few good fish were taken in the Luggon Saturday. In the Arrow, 
fishing was very quiet. The Lugg near Aymestry was fished on Monday, and a good 
lot of trout were taken by a gentleman with the worm. A fine lot of fish were taken 
in the Arrow on Tuesday with the worm. Some good sized fish were taken near 
Eardisland. Fishing quiet near Monkland. The Pinsley is in goodorder. Fishing 


quiet in it—_GWwyNNE. 
The Moy (Ballina). 

This river has not come down to its proper level for salmon fishing up to the 
present. Ted by two large loughs, Cullin and Conn, and itself a slow-running river 
for a great part of its course, we must have some fine weather before the shallowest 
pool comes into order. Trout fishing on the Bunree river and lower part of Moy 
have not done so well last week as heretofore, owing to bad, rough weather and con- 
stant freshes. There is a fair run of spring fish to the weirs, and some very fine 
ones have been taken last week. The lough is too high, and will be for some time. 
We want a week of good dry weather to bring down river and lake ; then the angler 
will find sport in both waters—FRANK HBARNS, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 


Oulton Broad and Dyke (Lowestoft). 


Pike fishing still continues good ; scarcely a day passes without fish, and as many 
as twenty in a day have been taken. In consequence, I think, of the mild weather, 
they appear forward for spawning, and it will not be advisable to fish longer than 
another week.—G, MAson, 

The Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water has been very much unsettled till the last few days. Two gentlemen 
were out on Saturday, but did no good, for the river was full and thick to the bank ; 
but on the 22nd they fished a little lay-by out of the stream, and took two small 
jack and a few roach. From the Sunday afternoon to the 23rd mid-day it was 
down below head, but very much out of condition. On Tuesday I went out and 
tried several places, but, as luck would have it, I took two, 43lb., 331b. I have heard 
of one being taken on Wednesday, 6lb. I went out on Thursday, the water being 
in splendid order, and in two hours I took eight, weighing 253lb, the largest 
going 43lb. The water is in splendid condition, and there is every prospect of good 
sport if it continues, for the jack are well on the feed. Two local amateurs caught 
some very fine roach on Tuesday, 1}1b. each.—H. Rovr. 


Pickering (Yorkshire). 

Weather for the past week has been on the whole spring-like, with occasional 
sharp frosts at nights. Both grayling and trout are more on the move, and have 
risen pretty well in the middle of the day. Many trout continue to be killed in 
Pickering Beck, which is a pity, as it is much too soon. Several old anglers will 
not attempt to catch them, as they are quite out of condition. Some of the knights 
of the trimmer have been successful amongst the pike at Yedingham Bridge on the 
Derwent, capturing, amongst others, two fine fish of 14lb. and 11lb. Those streams 
in the neighbourhood which do not get much rain-water run into them are remark- 
ably low for the time of year, and likely to be so, as the rainfall has been only very 
light since October. A few grayling have been got “ swimming the worm,” but the 
fish have fed only very badly. It is very rarely that you can find grayling take 
worm keenly with a sharp south wind. Any other quarter of the compass is 
preferable, especially if there are a few hailstones knocking about. Are the bull 
ee reported as killed in the Coquet fresh-run fish or wee/-mended kelts ?—NorRTH 

AST, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

This river has been rather too high for successful angling during the past week, 
although some few have enjoyed good sport. On Thursday, Mr. B ——, fishing at 
Uffington, which place I mentioned last week as a capital place for bottom fishing, 
was again successful enough to capture a good basket of pike, perch, and rough fish. 
Amongst others, were the following: One pike, 4lb., one chub, 3lb., three perch, 
1lb. each, and eleven roach. A friend of the above, fishing from a coracle, took 
three good pike, as well as a capital lot of rough fish. I have been very much 
annoyed by learning that the nets have been dealing out destruction in a most 
unlimited manner. On Saturday last two women were hawking trout about the 
town, having in their possession something like 50lb. weight of them; and 
one of our celebrated naturalists (than ‘whom there is none better qualified to 
judge) tellsme that these fish which he saw undoubtedly belong to those placed in 
the river by the angling society during the last two years, their breed being a cross 
between the Loch Leven and the common trout, which makes them easily distin- 
guished from the Severn trout. He estimates their weight at from #{1b. to 1{lb. 
each. The Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society held one of the most successful 
meetings which has yet taken place at Morgan’s Vaults, Mardol, on Tuesday last, 
when the following gentlemen attended :—Councillor Geo. J. Groves (in the chair), 
Councillor John Palmer, Messrs. J. Hawley-Edwards, Geo. Johnson, H. Smith, Chas. 
Mathews, G. W. Gregory, R. Ellis, senr., J. Woodfin, J. Walker-Roberts, D. Jones, R. 
Price, Geo. Sayce, W. E. Rumsey, W. H. Brown, T. Blakemore, J. H. Morris (trea- 
surer), F. H. Morgan (hon. sec.). The most important business for the meeting to 
transact was to consider the applications which had been received by the hon. sec. 
in answer to the advertisement for a water bailiff, of which there were twelve, and 
they at once commenced to most carefully consider these, and the number was 
eventually reduced to five, and again to three. Finally ex P.-Serjt. Thomas, whose 
testimonials were excellent, in addition to his having had twenty-five years’ service in 
the county police, and three in the borough, was unanimously appointed. An im- 
portant mateer was then communicated from Mr. Willis Bund, and several mem- 
bers most cheerfully volunteered to help in carrying out the various suggestions 
therein mentioned, A vote of thanks brought the meeting to a close.—SEVERN 


SALMON, 
South of Ireland. ’ 

Tar Lep.—From frost we have been plunged into storm and rain, and now the 
Lee river has overflown its banks in a great surging and discoloured flood. The 
sport last week was bad in consequence of the cold. This week the river is unfit 
from its swollen condition. On Wednesday, indeed, the clearing of the flood afforded 
some work for the angler in the flats and reaches; but all the returns have not as 
yet come in, and we are left to speculate by the result in some cases of what may 
be expected to have taken place in others, and more favoured fishings. This latest 
flood will scour the old fish—a happy riddance—away to the sea, and their disap- 
pearance will be the presage of more lively work with the fresh run beauties. Mr, 
Barter killed five spring salmon yesterday (Wednesday), and on Tuesday 
evening he got three. Mr. Allen took three yesterday ; Mr. Dale, three, 
including a handsome one of 14lb.; Sir A. Warren, two; Colonel Smith, 
one, and Mr. Parkes five, one being 23lb. and another 18lb. Mr. Luke landed on 
Tuesday a handsome spring salmon which scaled 181b. The fish are running larger 
than they were at the commencement of the season. On Wednesday night it re- 
turned to rain, and again the Lee is flooded to an abnormal degree, and the water 1s 
as thick as peasoup. We shall have no further fishing before Saturday, and not 
even then unless there is a cessation of rain ANGLER. 


The Suir and its Tributaries. 
Since the season opened on the Ist February, very few days were favourable for 
salmon angling. The first week was too flooded ; then, when the water got lower, 
on the second week, a few springers were got on the upper waters near Golden. One 


| of them, at Suir Castle, by Mr. Frank Massey, weighing 22lb. Then we had snow 
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and heavy frost, after which the water fell a little again, and last week we heard of 
afew fish being taken between Clonmel and Cahir, and on the waters immediately 
above the latter place, where, on Colonel Peyton’s preserves, fine springers were got. 
At Cahir weir, on Wednesday, Mr. R. Edward Smith got a nice fish of 91b. with the 
fly (Suir Blue), and, on Friday, another 261b., with the Devon bait. At Barnard, 
Mr. R. F. Hutchings got a fine fish of 141b., and Mr.G. T. Quinton one of 13lb. at 
the same place, on Thursday. On Sunday we hada tremendous rain storm, which 
rose the river bank high, and a repetition of same on Monday, so that the river now 
overflowing its banks everywhere, and there is no probability of our 
haying any chance of plying our rods till next week, even if it 
holds fine. To-day the weather looks promising, wind westerly, and dry. The net 
fishing (snaps) was below the average, only the cots in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Clomnel could work, and these under a disadvantage, owing to the floods. 
The Clomnel “Clears” (two) got nineteen salmon the first week, weighing from 5lb, 
to 36lb. ; twelve the second week, from 9b. to 25lb., and last week only nine salmon, 
one of which, however, weighed 421b., the largest fish taken yet this season on the 
Suir. On Monday they ventured out in the flood, but only got one salmon, the 
water rising so rapidly that they had to leave off fishing immediately, The trout 
fishing is very indifferent, and the fish in very poor condition, except on a very odd 
tributary. On the Tar, for instance, high up the stream, Master Fennell, Glenlee, 
had a few days last weeks, nearly filling his basket with fairly good trout, all taken 
with the fly, while your correspondent “‘ Watchet,” who fishes the Suir every spring 
for the first two or three months, is surprising everyone with the 
baskets he makes every day, not by the number of fish (for he only goes in 
for big ones) for he seldom comes home without a few, averaging from 11b. to 21b., 
or even 3lb. in his basket. These he takes with the Dun and Minnow invariably, 
and it being a bait seldom used here the fish are quite unsophisticated, and take it 
readily—if placed before them as he knows how to do. He has got an odd salmon 
or two already. He goes in more for trout fishing. He leaves us, though, when our 
fishing is at its best, for his native streams, which open in April—RICHARD BRAD- 
FORD, Clonmel. 
[Very sorry to hear the reason of your recent silence.—ED. | 


Taw, North Devon (Barnstaple). 


The last few cold windy days trout have not sported much ; a few trout have been 
taken. Rivers are well up, and should we get some warm weather, fish will sport. 
T heard of a few small dishes taken ; but I doubt if many of the trout are not 
salmon smelts, or gravelling, as we call them. Flies taking: Blue Upright, Green 
Body, Red Palmer, and any fly with silver twist. The rivers are all as last year— 
the open ones ; numberless are the tickets to fish, and in one Iknow, twenty tickets 
up to date on one and a half miles of water. Although since last year the landlords 
of hotels upon the Taw, Southmolten-road, and Eggesford have died, still the tickets 
are to be issued as before—Rusty GAME, 

; Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream has not yet gone down to its ordinary level, being rather high, but is 
but very little coloured, and is in fair angling condition. The tributaries are all 
higher than usual ; but the colouring in these streams has almost disappeared, and 
visitors have had pretty good sport. We saw a brace of chub on Saturday, which 
were caught in the Teme that day by an angler using the worm, in a deep hole. 
The fish were exhibited on the slab of Mr. Holt’s shop, in Castle-square ; one weighed 
21lb., the other 13lb. The same angler caught in the Teme, on Monday, seven nice 
trout with the worm in the same water, averaging nearly a pound each. These 
were also exhibited at Mr. Holt’s shop on Tuesday morning. <A gentleman down 
Ashford waters caught two nice trout on Tuesday, with the worm, nearly a pound 
each. Fishing up the Corve, on Tuesday, above Elms Lodge, an angler landed three 
trout and four grayling. These are all the fish I can hear of being caught in this 
river during the week. A few fish were landed from the Clun, on Monday, that 
stream being in good angling order. Have not heard of anything being done worth 
reporting in the Ony, or at this end of the Ledwyche.—S. LuDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is now in good order for fishing, having run nearly clear ; but is still 
rather high. Some good fish have been taken this week by the anglers who have 
been out; but the sport on the whole was not so good as was expected by them, 
The baits used were the worm and maggot. On Friday the water near the town 
was tried by a gentleman, who took a nice lot of fish with the worm. Fishing in the 
Berrington district on Saturday, a gent took a few nice sized trout with the maggot. 
The water near the bridge was tried on Monday bya genttleman, who, with the worm, 
took a nice dish of fish. On Tuesday, the water in the Stanton district was tried, anda 
few trout were taken with the maggot. In the Little Hereford quarters a gentleman 
took four fair-sized fish with the worm. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are now all 
run into good angling order ; but fishing in them is quiet yet.—WORCESTER. 


Trent (Newark). 

Last week we had a very heavy water, the river being bank full; in fact, some of 
the low-lying meadows were submerged, and a good deal of colour came down with 
it. As far asthe Trent was concerned sport was only of a very meagre character. 
A few dace, and odd roach and bream, and two or three chub, taken with worms 
were all that came under my notice. One angler had avery large bream, but 
from “ information received,’ Iam afraid he got it from the netting fraternity. 
Speaking of bream, I notice a correspondent in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE, Frank 
L. Moir, asks if bream are to be caught during the winter, and mentions that the 
rustic anglers of the Stour are never seen bream fishing after the end of August. As 
far as the Trent is concerned, thatis the time when good bream fishing begins. We con- 
sider September to be the best month for this class of sport. In fact, August, 
September, and October is the bream season par excellence, and September the best 
month of the three. Odd ones are taken during the winter, especially if the weather 
is mild and open ; but to bait a bream swim during December and January would be 
but a very sorry business at best, and the game would not be worth the candle. At 
least this is my opinion, and my observations are based upon considerable experience 
in the matter. I might just mention that two or three of our pike fishermen, fish- 
ing in private waters the week before last, got something over a dozen jack, but, I 
believe, none of them exceeded 5lb. in weight. To-night (Thursday) the water is 
still a couple of feet higher than ordinary, and is still very dirty, and, as it has 
been raining very heavily the last day or two, I am afraid we shall have a still 
further rise. Prospects not very good.—THE TRENT OTTER. 

: Trent and Tame (Alrewas). 

Both these rivers are getting into normal condition, and will be in prime order by 
Saturday, if rain keeps off. One member out during the week, and killed 201b. 10oz. 
chub ; largest 31b. 100z., with lob worm.— ANON. 

Trent (Nottingham). 

_ My reason for not sending you any news last week was that as the river had been 
in a state of flood scarcely any angler had been able to follow his favourite pastime, 
Since then the water, with one exception, has been gradually receding, and at the 
time these lines were written, on Thursday, was in very good condition for either 
chub or pike fishing. Tuesday was the finest day of the week, and piscators were 
busy in most directions. Some very fine perch were caught in the Weston Fishery, 
and at Trent Lock the veteran, William Bailey, tooka choice bag of roach, dace, and 
bream, Scores of dace were killed at Wilford, and the subscribers at Willington 
fared much better than usual. In every instance the worm proved the destructive 
lure. Salmon have been showing themselves below King’s Mills weirs, but it is 
questionable whether they are fresh run fish—TuHm MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Torridge (Torrington. ) 
_ River this morning getting in good order for fishing, and now a mild rain has set 
in from the south-west, It has rained all day and so continues; this will raise the 
river, and bring up some new fish. Lots of salmon are seen sporting in the deep 
runs ; but the conservators will not allow us to fish for them until the Ist of April 


—this is a month too late ; they ought to give us March. Several lots of trout have 
been taken. A friend, writing me on the 25th says, “I took seven trout this morning 
with the fly, in one hour.”—PRACTICAL ANGLER. : 


sk. 

Some nice baskets of trout have been taken during the week. The Rules of the 
Association have been issued. The season for salmon angling will commence on the 
2nd April. The tickets for the season are £15 and £25 respectively, according to the 
extent of water. About twenty season tickets will be issued to the holders of the 
£25 tickets, available for both fisheries ; and about eight tickets at £15 for each 
fishery ; and about six day tickets at 10s. per day.—ARGUS. 


Waveney (Beccles). 

Water has fined down splendidly, and is now in good trim for all-round angling. 
Several reports have reached me of good catches of roach, and in one or two instances 
several pike have been taken, Messrs. J, Rouse and W. Upcraft being especially pro- 
minent with some good roach. Captain James and Mr. Alfred Darley ditto with 
the pike. Anglers should now take the opportunity and go in for roach fishing, as 
good fish are now to be had.—A WAVENY ANGLER. 


Welsh Harp Fishery (Hendon.) 

There have been”some nice jack taken recently. The Messrs. Plumpton, of the 
North-Western Angling Society, had a brace each, the four going about 161b. ; Mr. 
Lucy had one of 51b:, and Mr. Daly one of 6lb. The water is now getting into good 
condition,—M, A. 

Wye and Derwent. 


The latter end of last week was bitterly cold, but fine. Both grayling, roach, dace, 
chub, and some good-sized perch were killed by bottom fishing, with worms for bait. 
There were also some grayling taken in the middle of the day on both the Wye and 
higher lengths of the Derwent with Dark Bumble, Dun, and Furnace flies. The 
Wye is a much earlier river than the Derwent, and grayling will be found to rise 
freely at the fly on feeding days. On Sunday night we had a very great deal of 
heavy rain fall all over Derbyshire, which caused both rivers to have flushes on them 
the beginning of the week. These flushes quite put a stop to fly fishing ; but the 
bottom fishers have done fairly well the whole of the week, as the weather has been 
quite mild and spring-like, with the exception of to-day (Thursday), when it has rained 
hard most of the day, and both rivers are very milky from the limestone roads, which 
will cause a little delay to the fly.—Gro. JAS, HEATON, 

The Yare (Norwich). 

The earlier part of the past fortnight was marked by a series of floods which quite 
spoilt the chances of the brethren of the rod ; the marshes all around the river were 
one sheet of water, and as the soil was carried back into the river it made the 
water too thick for jack fishing. During the past week some improvement has taken 
place, and some fair sport has been had, especially in private waters. Last Saturday 
one party had the luck to capture fifteen good fish, several of them weighing as much 
as 10lb. At another place connected closely with the Yare, several sizeable fish 
were taken, and each day’ since sport has been getting better. On Tuesday, on 
Thorpe Broad, which is public water, a Norwich angler captured seven jack, some 
going 5lb., and the same day, in waters close by, nine fine fish were taken, the 
largest being a very handsome fish of 161b. Reports of several other catches have 
reached me ; in one case a gentleman landed'a beauty of 18lb. Irefrainfrom giving 
particulars, as the waters are strictly private. Jack are, I consider, forward, and it 
would be well for all those purposing another day out, to take as early an oppor- 
tunity as possible, as the 14th of March will soon be here. Prospects for jack fishing 
are now very good, and I expect to hear of many being caught before the season 
closes. Anglers may now get their Paternosters ready fora turn with the perch 
during March. Mr. Capon, White Lion-street, Norwich, has a large stock of min- 
nows. I mention this in case of any Norwich angler experiencing any difficulty in 
getting them. Bream and roach have been feeding fairly well during the past few 
days, and if warm weather sets in we shall get some fun in the upper reaches. 
Prospects all round are very much improved, and, with fine weather, good sport 
should be had during the ensuing week.—BoBreRt MOLL, 

The Yore (Hawes). i 

River at present full of snow-broth. Grayling are still in better season than 
trout. Several nice baskets have been made since the opening of the season on the 
14th of this month. Jimmy Sprouts got eight brace on Monday, floating the worm, 
The banks of the river in the neighbourhood of Hawes are pretty well studded with 
Waltonians to-day (Tuesday), as the water is in fine trim for bottom fishing.—J, 
Corky. 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—The frosty weather during the greater part of last 
week prevented almost anything being done either with rod or net. It culminated 
with the hurricane which extended from Saturday afternoon onward for fourteen 
or sixteen hours, and since then the general tendency has been to “fresh.” On 
Monday evening the net fishers, for the first time for eight days, were able to get a 
“shot.” Owing to the icy coldness of the water, and the amount of ice coming 
down the river nothing was done till 9 o’clock on Tuesday morning, when three or 
four fish were got. Since then the river has been pretty much flooded. Still, a few 
fish are now and again being got in the nets. A number of anglers, greatly disap- 
pointed with the state of matters, left early last week for the South, A few 
remained, and on Monday the ice was broken up by the fishermen on several of the 
beats about Banchory, and on Crathes and Cairnton the gentlemen had fair sport 
that day. Should the weather keep mild it is expected that the river will be in 
capital angling trim by the end of the week. Messrs. Blacklaws and Son, Kincar- 
dine O’Neil (our correspondents) have had a great run upon their 17ft. rods. These 
rods are a great improvement as regards lightness and strength, and, owing to their 
special build they cast as far, and with greater ease to the angler, as most 18ft. and 
19ft. rods. In their district, we are informed, that so far as the season has gone the 
prevailing flies have been the Gordon, Eagle, Glentanar, Gardener, Ackroyd, and 
Tricolor. Above and below that, the deadliest up to date have been the Gordon, 
Peacock, Ackroyd, and the Dunt. We hope for more settled weather and better 
sport. Kelts are numerous,and not coming fast to sea, which, indeed, they won't 
do for a long time if we don’t get a good deal of fresh rain to precipitate their sea- 
ward journey. 

Thursday night.—The Tay has been running too high all the week for successful 
sport ; to-night it is clearing off, and should the weather keep dry splendid sport is 
expected. Yesterday Mr, Pratt had a fine basket of sea trout and whittling, thirty- 
six; other anglers had from ten to twenty, they are in splendid condition, numbers of 
them weighing 1lb. Cargill, Mr. Kelsall, two fish ; Mr. Cockburn, one 241b, ; Mr. 
M‘Intosh, two, 241b. and 201b.—P. D. M. ‘ 


DEE.—KINCARDINE O’NEru.—On Monday, the 16th, the river was in good condi- 
tion, having settled down after the heavy floods of the preceding week into a fine 
size for this section of the water, and a good few fish were obtained. But on Monday 
night a severe frost set in, and continued during the remainder of the week. The 
river was crowded with ice-floes, so that the pools were useless, Nothing can be 
expected until a fresh sets in, which there is every prospect of soon, now that the 
season is so far advanced. There are evidences that the various pools are well stocked 
with fish. On Monday, one salmon of 91b. was killed on the Ballogie water. On the 
Carlogie water Mr. Charles Farquhar had a nice salmon of 91b., and Scott, keeper, a 
beauty of 23lb., newly run, and the heaviest killed on this reach this season, In 
fact, it is rare to see so heavy a fish at this season of the year. On the Desswood 
waters, J. Harper had one of 171b., and Mr. George Blacklaws one of 15lb. on the 
Norton House water. The Gordon, Grey Heron, and the Hagle of large size have 
proved the best killing flies—WM, BLACKLAWSs. : 





Fxn, 28, 1886.] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


107 





DEE, BALLATER (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Owing to the intense frost which prevailed 
here on the 19th, 20th, and 21st, angling was at a standstill. Fresh set in on the 
22nd, which brought down the ice, and to-day the river is flooded. I quite agree 
that the four flies mentioned in GAZETTE by Mr. W. Murdoch are more used 
throughout Scotland than any other. Isend out to various parts of the country 
more of each of the patterns, Jock Scott, the best flier on the Dee, Butcher, Childers, 
and Silver Doctor, than I do of any other pattern. The flies that provide the best 
change for the Dee all through the open time are the Gordon, Akroyd, Peacock 
and Blue Charm, Gardner, and Balmoral.—Gro Smiru. 


Darr, ABoyNE.—Owing to the state the river has been with ice floating on it since 
last report until yesterday, 23, no anglers appeared on the water at all. Lord Gran- 
ville-Gordon landed one salmon 81lb. on 23rd; but to-day. the 24th, the river is 
again in fiood, and is likely to remain so for a few days, owing to the snow getting 
cleaned off the hills. Should the weather remain fresh so as to clear the snow off 
the hills, good sport may be expected in the course of a few days—W,. BEATTIE. 


NitH (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—The Nith, on account of the severe frost which pre- 
vailed from Wednesday till Saturday, has provided little or no fishing. A change 
set in on Saturday evening, when snow fell heavily for some hours; rain fortu- 
nately followed, and with the snow swelled the river to a great height, The wind 
on Monday was still easterly, and rain continued to fall both on that day and on 
Tuesday, greatly to the disappointment of followers of the “ gentle art.” The salmon 
fishings opened on the 25th (Wednesday), and the day proved bright and warm; but 
owing to the height of the water the tacksman could not commence netting, indeed, 
it is questionable whether he will be able to make a start with the nets this week. A 
large number of anglers lined the banks of the river, and succeeded in landing a few 
of the tawny-scaled fish. It isanold saying that “it is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good,” and it found illustration in the fact that, while the tacksman was unable to 
draw his nets, he will haye the satisfaction to find all the weakly fish will be found 
the first opportunity he has of starting ; besides, rod fishers may look for some 
advantage, as the floods will bring the trout down from the spawning ground. On 
Wednesday a few fine salmon were displayed in the shops of Dumfries, as well asa 
supply of burn trout—always a good sign. None of the anglers, so faras lam 
aware, have yet attempted to fish with the fly, and unless this can be done no 
great catches can be looked forward to. From the stewartry of Kirkcudbright 
there is little to report, An experienced angler has handed me the following note 
as to bait for the month of February and the beginning of March: 
The flies generally used this month for trout are :—Ist, The Grey Fly : wings, grey, 
from partridge’s tail, streaked with teal’s tail, two fibres of partridge; body, hare’s 
lug fur, ribbed with silver tinsel, but will do as well without tinsel; hook, No. 4. 
2nd. Wings, white, of woodthrush, with two fibres of red parrot; body, light yellow 
mohair (some prefer hare’s lug), ribbed with tinsel ; hook,same as No. 1. 38rd. 
Buntling : wings, made to stand upright, from bird of same name; body, same as 
No. 1, ribbed with tinsel ; hook, same as Nos. 1 and 2. These are simple flies, and I 
have used them (and dressed them for others) with success both in the Nith and its 
tributaries.—W. B. we 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Just as anglers had got well set to their work, and having 
had fair sport, the weather broke on Saturday night last, and up till to-day 
nota line has been thrown on any of the “ casts.” As above mentioned, the change 
occurred late on Saturday night, and on the 22nd the ground was covered 
with snow, in some places to a considerable depth, and a terrific storm of wind was 
blowing. The snow, however, quickly melted under the influence of the sun, and on 
Monday and Tuesday both rivers were in flood to the extent of fully 4ft. 
On Wednesday the waters had fined down to 2ift., and to-day (Thursday) there 
might be some fishing on the shallower streams, The weather to-day, however, looks 
threatening, and, as the glass is falling, we look like having a deal more rain. The 
wind, however, is due south, and should it hold firm, we may have no more rain. 
The following were the takes got during theend of last week: Thursday, Feb. 19th, 
on the Carham waters, Mr. J. R. Hay-Gordon, Liverpool, killed five salmon, 51b., 71b., 
91b., 91b., and 121b. respectively. Mr. James Wright, on the Sprouston waters, 
had one of 91b., and Mr. ‘H. Coombe, Bedale, Yorkshire, killed two, 91b. and 10lb. 
The fisbing was bad on Friday, and little was done, Mr. Hay-Gordon being about the 
only one who got a fish on his water at Carham. Angling on Saturday, how- 
ever, was more successful, as nearly a dozen were killed. On the Husel water (the 
Earl of Home’s), Mr. Walter Farquhar, London, killed two, 93lb., and 8lb. On the 
Dub, at Sprouston, Mr. Coombe had two, and Mr. C, Kerss, one; Mr. Milford, Edinburgh, 
one, On the Hendersyde water, Mr. M‘Donald, London, one, and, on the Carham 
water, Mr. Hay-Gordon, one,-—MAXWHEEL. 


YTHAN (ABERDEENSHIRE).—The fishing on this river opened on the 25th, and 
considering the state of water a pretty fair beginning was experienced. Messrs. 
Davidson’s fishermen had some good hauls of salmon and a few large sea trout. 
Little is done in the way of rod-fishing for salmon till the “back end”; but then, 
in a good season, first-rate sport is got. The sea trout and finnock-fishing in the 
tidal waters near Newburgh is splendid in September and October. The innkeeper 
there (Udney Arms) has a few boats for the use of his guests, The spawning season 
has been satisfactory in every respect. 


Uain.—The season on this river was commenced on the 25th. Along the coast 
fair takes were got in the bag and fly nets, and some fine salmon were taken at the 
mouth of the river. The Peterhead Angling Club is in a flourishing way, anda com- 
petition of the members among the sea trout will take place soon. Angling for 
salmon is not worth trying till autumn. The spawning season has been a good one. 
A lot of kelts are hanging about in the South \Ugie, below Longside, and a great 
many in the North Ugie, about the Brig of Gaval, and Kindrought. 





WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Saturday everAg last a concert was held for the benefit of the widow of 
the late Mr. E. Snow. Both in a convivial and pecuniary sense this was a great 
success ; everyone present thoroughly enjoyed a first-rate evening’s entertainment, 
and we were enabled to forward the widow the sum of £7 5s,, without troubling any 
other society, On Wednesday evening, Mr. Thomas Slade, Mr. Thomas Beckwick, 
and Mr. Thomas England were proposed and seconded as members, and will be 
balloted for next Wednesday. Mr. Sloper weighed in some nice roach and dace from 
Stains, but his companion (Mr. Palmer) met with an accident by tumbling out of 
the punt into deep water—I hope, “however, without any evil consequences, Next 
Wednesday evening, the 4th March, will be quarterly night, when all arrears of 
subscription must be paid up. The last peg-down match. of the season will be at 
Kingston on the 8th March.—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 





To REcENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received, 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Important for the delicate.—It is difficult to determine which is the more 
trying to the human constitution, the damp, cold days of autumn and winter, or the keen, dry, easterly 
winds of spring. Throughout,the seasons good health may be maintained by occasional doses of Hollo- 
way’s Pills, which purify the blood and act as wholesome stimulants to the skin, stomach, liver, bowels, 
and kidneys. This celebrated medicine needs but a fair trial to convince the ailing and despond- 
ing that it will restore and cheer them without danger, pain, or inconvenience. No family should be 
without a supply of Holloway’s Pills and Ointment, as by a timely recourse to them the first erring 
function may be reclaimed, suffering may be spared, and life saved, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. Dowpy.—Close time for pike commences March 15th on the Lea. You might 
get a small fish or two on the Barge River between Angel-road and Tottenham ; 
but it is a poor chance. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Several LerrErs are unavoidably left out this week.—Ep. ] 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


ANOTHER GRUMBLE. 

Srr,—More coarse fish on the stalls in Leather-lane—this time three jack 
weighing about 201b. Can nothing be done to prevent this wholesale slaughter taking 
place a few weeks before the Mundella Act comes into force? We have had no good 
fishing since the Mundella Act has been in operation, What a farce fishing has 
become of late years: three months close season, three months hot weather, fish 
dead off the feed ; three months easterly wind, and water out of condition, No 
wonder many of my friends are giving up the game, and there is one club I could 
mention have scarcely had a show of fish the whole season. I also notice the “ FG,” 
reports of the clubs are now accounts of sing-songs, meetings, &e.—very few catches 
of fish mentioned.—I am, Xc., Ad. es 


FLY-FISHING FOR GREY MULLET. 

S1r,—I intend this year to try fly-fishing for the grey mullet that are constantly 
seenin Oulton Broad. Will you, through the columns of your paper, tell me what 
will probably be the best time of year, time of day, and kind of flies to catch this, at 
present, uncatchable fish.—I am, &c., ARTHUR C, KENT, 

Lowestoft. 

[We have referred to grey mullet fishing in our “ Occasional Notes.” We should 
be inclined to try a small fly with silver body and starling wing, and put a carrion 
gentle on the hook. If some reader who has been really successful in capturing 
this beautiful fish would tell us how, he would be doing the craft a service, They 
are as hard to catch as big carp.—ED. | 








A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 
Sir,—Very few fish have been weighed in this week, the river being in flood again 
until Thursday, when a few roach and bream were taken at Sawley. A friend of 
mine got a nice dish of perch at Cuttle Brook, in the Weston water, on the 19th, and, 
as a rather singular fact, eight out of ten were female fish. Several lots of dace 
were caught on Saturday at Wilford. A member of our club had a fine sample of 
roack from Dog-dyke. Salmon anglers won’t have a chance this month, as the 
weather is too unsettled.—I am, &c., 
Feb. 23. 


TROUT FISHING NEAR LONDON.—THE DARENTH. 

Srr,—The opening paragraph of “ Light Cast’s”” letter in last week’s GAZETTE is 
strikingly verified by his own “touchiness,” and I regret that my efforts to disarm 
his captiousness should have failed so signally. The polite suggestion that I should 
undergo a course of natural history study has been anticipated, and I have given the 
public some substantial proofs of my devotion to the science. Surely “Light Cast,” 
although he did “invent” the Artful Dodger 30 years ago, need not be 
offended because I, who have lived close to the Darenth for 16 years, and fished it 
regularly every season, ventured to oppose my experience against his. It appears to 
me that if local men would, through the columns of the GAzETTE, give us 
particulars of the fishing in their own locality, and tell us honestly what flies are 
the most killing, and which the best places. We should thus get an anglers’ vade 
mecum far superior to anything yet produced. It is not given to any one man to 
know everything, and“ Light Cast” ought, therefore, to welcome, rather than resent, 
communications from persons whose experiences of the places he describes are more 
extended and reliable than are those obtainable within the limits of intermittent 
and hasty visits to strange localities. In conclusion, allow me to recommend a course 
of reading to “Light Cast.” Let him study his “Isaac,” and profit by the examples 
of genial courtesy, urbanity, and humility, which the first great master of our art 
has left for our gaidance,—I am, &c., C. W. GEDNEY, 
Bromley, Kent. 


A. W. 





To Fishing Tackle & Umbrella 
Makers, 


The Goodwill, Steck, Trade Mark, &c., of an old~ 
established Business to be Disposed of, with Lease 
and Fixtures of premises, on the best side of the 
leading West-end thoroughfare. Apply to 

ELLIOTT, SON, and BOYTON 
6, Vere Street, W. 








THE 


GREAT REWEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED RY LIFE,’ 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIG SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s, 8d., 
1ls., and 21s. each, 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 





TROUT OVA. 


READY FOR BREEDING. 
Sold by the 


FORELLENZUCHT - ANSTALT 
KLEINOSTHEIM 


BAVARIA. 





BARGAIN. 


FISHING: 


Near CLACTON-ON-SEA: 


To be Let or Sold, two Freehold Cottages, four 
rooms, large garden. Rent, £10 each, Price, £350. 
Part may remain. Tine river fishing adjoining. 

HENRY SMALLMAN, Auctioneer, 
LONDON, E.C. 8, Theobald’s Road, LONDON. 


Caw ESDAEE MANSIONS, 
; Colville Square, Bayswater, W. 
RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience ; Bathroom, with 
Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &c. Close to Kensington Gardens , 
and of easy access to all parts. Omnibuses’ pass the Mansions. Rent from £65, 

Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 
6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W. 
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WM. S. KIMBALL 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 





EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES 


CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES, 
The finest Virginia Cigarette ever 





& 60,, 


& TOBACCO 





produced. For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 
and Tobacco are unsurpassed, They are the most 
popular of all the American Brands. 


SOLD IN ALL PARTS 


OF THE WORLD, 


WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAN & CO., 


121, Queen Victoria 


Ntreet, London, H.C. 





10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 

FITTINGS 

all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


n 
FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 
BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d. each. Post Free, 9d. 

“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 2]b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.’’—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 3d., 4d., and 6d. each, 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 8 yards, 8d. to 1s, 9d., twisted do, 
1s. 6d. each ; Hair,3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Line, 25 yards, 1s., 1s. 3d., and Is. 6d. ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard; Good 
Gut, 12in., ls. per hank, about 100 strips, 14in., 
1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 28, Gd.; 12in., 8s. 6d.; 
14in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz, Hel hooks, 6d. ‘100. Kendal 
Hooks, 1s. 100. 

FLIES.—Best Trout, 11d. doz.,on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d. doz. ; chub flies, 13d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, ls. each; gimp do., 10d. 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s., rung, 1s. 8d., rung, 
winch fittings, ls. 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. Gd. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s, 6d., and 15s. 6d. The 
“ Marston ’”’ Trout Rod, 17s. 6d.and 21s, 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2hin., 8s. 6d. ; 3in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 23in., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 3din., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s. 6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 3d. Full-sized leather 
fly books, from 1s. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts,14 yards, 1s. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTE, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s. See notice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885. 

Postage extraon all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, S.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


GLOUCESTER. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
at London Prices. 


Gossamer Gut Lines, 3 yards tapered, and any 
colour, 8d. cach. Crystal and all other hooks to 
gut to match lines, 9d. per doz. Trout Flies to 
gossamer gut, ls. 3d. per doz. Chub Flies, 1s. 6d, 
per doz. The Marston Trout Rods,made in Green- 
heart, 17s. 6d. and 21s. The Patent “Sliced” 
Hooks, to best gut, 1s. per doz. 


TOM HARRIS, 


and 


























7, BERKELEY STREET, sv atuelcad 


Baits all the year round. 


KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatoria] Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.R.LE.L,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,’ by which they 

entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article. 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 

‘ Wim. ENG, 

| 1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 

{ LONDON, E. 

Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 


(SouGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 














ue and NEURALGIA, 


D*® J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE 


A few doses quite effectual. CAUTION. - The 
extraordinary medical reports on the efficacy of 
Chlorodyne render it of vital importance that 
the public should obtain the genuine, which is 
protected by Government stamp, bearing the 
words ‘*Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’ 
See decision of Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page 
Wood, Zhe Times, July 16, 1864. Numérous 
testimonials from eminent physicians accom- 
pany each bottle. 


From W.C. WILKINSON, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
‘*T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spas- 
modic cough; the benefit is very marked indeed.” 


Sold in bottles, 1s. 1}d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by 
all Chemists. 
Sole Manufacturer, 


J Te DAVENPORE 


88, Great Russell-street, W.C. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 

Tue Forest anp Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and yalue Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life 
field experiences, and original observations ia Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. | Natural History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 

Game Bag and Gun The Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forrst anp STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed yolumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; l0s. 6d. for six 
montis. 

Published by the Forrst anp STREAM PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 














SALMON 


FISHING, 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, from 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


WADERS. 
Fishing 
Docking 
ishing 
Brog ues 
Fishing — 
BOOtS. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


FISHING 
COATS. 


The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 


J 


and CO.’S 
Only Address, Corner of 


Air Street, 


19, PICCADILLY. 
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Tum Tum III. TUM 70M II. Topsy. 


OUR FRIEND THE DOG. A New 


Work by GORDON STABLES, M.D., R.N., richly 
illustrated with 16 pages of Champion Dogs 
and 58 Woodcuts. Third Edition, revised. 

1. It contains, in one handsome but handy 
volume, all that is known about every breed of 
Dog in the world, their show points and properties, 
their uses and peculiarities, 

2. It gives a complete digest of the various 
Diseases that Dogs are apt to suffer from, and 
plain advice for their treatment. 

3. The information regarding kennelling com- 
forts, Grooming, Feeding, and preparing for the 
show benches is the most perfect ever printed, and 
the result of the author’s wide and extended ex- 
perience. 

4, An important Chapter on the Rearing of 
Puppies and the Treatment of the Dam. 

5. The Rules and all information about Dog 
Clubs are given, and the Points of the Breeds as 
laid down by them. : 

6. It possesses also, what is so often neglected in 
a book of this kind, a good index for reference to 
any point or particular. No Dog Lover's Library 
can be complete without it. Price 6s, 6d., hand- 
somely bound. 


TO ELOCUTIONISTS—‘ QUEER 
FISH.’’—Character Sketches by ROBERT OVER- 
TON. Crown 8vo., in a very original fancy cover 
well-bound boards, 
Being Nine Tales told by 
A Fisherman, 
A Cocoanut-man, 
A Gold-digger, 
A Cabman, 
A Deacon, 
A Curate, 
A Railway Porter, 
A Masher—don't you know, 
An Old Skipper. 
One Shilling the Lot. 
Also Companion Vol., same price, &c. 
“ROUND DOZEN,” by ROBERT OVERTON. 


FISHING : How, When, and Where 
to Fish, By DAvis. Cuts. 6d., post free. 
CHESS. A Manual for Beginners. By the author 

of “Chess Openings.” 6d. 

DRAUGHTS: Its Laws, with Advice to Young 
Players. By PATTERSON. 6d. 

BILLIARDS: Explained, and with Diagrams. By 
Captain CRAWLEY. 6d. 

INDIAN CLUBS, DUMB BELLS, and SWORD 
EXERCISES, By Professor HARRISON. Illus- 
trated. 6d. 

GYMNASTICS, BICYCLING, RUNNING, WALK 
ING, and LEAPING. With Chapters on 
Training. By Capt.CRAWLKY. 6d. 

THE MAGIC LANTERN, with full directions for 
its use and the painting of slides. 6d. 

FOOTBALL, LAWN TENNIS, and other Ball 
Games. By a Crack Hand. 6d. 

THE THREE ARTS of SELF-DEFENCE, Fencing, 
Broad Sword Exercise, and Boxing, with 
Diagrams. By Capt. B. CLAYTON. 6c. 


THE AQUARIA, and its contents of 


Gold and other Fish, Insects, and Plants, with 
instructions how to manage. By J. BisHop, A.J. 
LuoyD, F. 8. LEACH, and T. HALL. Thirty-five 
explicit Illustrations», Price 1s, post free, 

THE AQUARIA. By BARSTOW, Naturalist. 6d. 
TWO SPLENDID ILLUSTRATED GIFT BOOKS, 
Size 4to. medium, cloth gilt, bevelled, price 5s. 
each, free, 5s. 6d. 


ADVENTURES of SIX YOUNG MEN 
in the WILDS of MAINEand CANADA: or, 
The Knock-about Club. By C. A, STEPHENS. 
Illustrated with 96 artistically-executed En- 
gravings by American Artists. 

ZIGZAG JOURNEYS in the WESTERN STATES 
of AMERICA. The Atlantic to the Pacific. 
A Summer Trip of Zigzag Club from Boston to 
Golden Gate. By HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH. 
With 150 beautiful Engravings, done ex- 
pressly for this book. 

Just Ready, cloth gilt, 2s, 6d.,a new Cookery Book, 
by Mr. SAMUEL HORBS, Chef de Cuisine to 
Royalty, nobility, clubs, &c., entitled, 

SIXTY 


ONE HUNDRED and 
CULINARY DAINTIES, for the Epicure, the 
Invalid, and the Dyspeptic. In offering this 
very useful werk of good dishes, a large num- 
ber will be new to many, and might truly be 
termed “la creme de la creme,’’ of modern 
culinary art. 

CHEAP and CHOICE COOKERY for SMALL 
FAMILIES with SMALL INCOMES. Price 
6d. Little Relishing Dishes, combining Ex- 
cellence with Economy. By Mrs. H. P. 
WHITCOMBE. By adopting the Receipts in 
“ Cheap and Choice,” it will be clearly proved 
that really digestible and appetising dishes 
can be served at trifling cost, 

LONDON: DEAN AND SON, 1604, Fleet-street, 

and by order of all Booksellers. 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 
A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
248, ner Gall. | ena cersiaee Para.’ } 488, per Dozen. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, B.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


EVERY angler in this country knows, from his own personal experi- 
ence, to what an enormous extent our rivers are poisoned by refuse 
from towns, factories, and mines. This most important question, 
affecting the interests of anglers perhaps more than any other, is to 
be discussed on Wednesday, March 25, at four o’clock, at 


A PUBLIC MEETING AT THE MANSION HOUSE. 
THE RT. HON. THE LORD MAYOR IN THE CHAIR. 


It is earnestly requested that all who can possibly attend will do 
so, and that all important clubs and associations throughout the 


_country be represented by delegates. 








= 


EXPERIMENTS IN BREEDING ROACH AND PERCH. 
Tur Microse as FisH Foon. 


In May last, acting under instructions kindly given by Mr. R. B. Marston, the 
Oxford Angling and Preservation Society laid down some Lund hatching boxes, 
in which a quantity of perch and roach spawn were deposited. As no one con- 
nected with the society knew anything of the process of incubation—the ex- 
periment being quite new to them—it was decided a small portion of the ova 
should be taken for the purpose of watching its various stages. 

This was placed in glass pickle bottles, which were divided into three lots. 
In No, 1 the water was changed every eight hours, in No. 2 daily, whilst that 
in the third lot was left totally undisturbed. So far as can be ascertained, no 
material benefit accrued from either treatment, nearly all the spawn hatching 
out in from eight to ten days ; if anything, the palm must be awarded to those 
vessels in which the water remained dormant, but the difference between either 
method was so slight that it can safely be said one was as good as the other. 

The perch came out first, and were placed in a small aquarium holding some 
four or five gallons of water, every precaution being taken to avoid overcrowding 
and the growth of fungoid, whilst the water was constantly renewed by means 
of a siphon. 

About a week from the escape of the fish from the egg, the umbilical sac 
being somewhat decreased in size, attempts were made to feed them. For this 
purpose, grated liver, pounded beef, and eggs were tried ; but though the little 
fish were carefully watched, no one saw them make even the slightest effort to 
take either of these foods, and ultimately the whole died at the end of the fifth 
or sixth week. The roach were hatched May 27th, and proved more tractable. 
After a week or so they could readily be seen feeding on grated biscuits or liver, 
which was snapped up eagerly. In spite of this, though the same precautions 
were taken, and river plants introduced into the aquarium, about the fourth 
week a rapid diminution in the number took place, and by the end of the sixth 
the thousands had dwindled down to hundreds. It then became perfectly plain 
if any of the fish were to be saved a natural food must be found. With this 
object river water was tried, in the hope that the animalcula contained in it 
might sustain life ; but without success. At this stage, my friend, Mr. G. E. 
Simms (whose discovery of the fatal effects the bladders of the Utricularia 
vulgaris have on young fish was made whilst engaged in this experiment), 
suggested a supply of the “Water Flea” should be obtained. A search in 
Worcester Pond resulted in a number of these little insects being found, which 
were put into the aquarium. Directly this was done the mortality decreased 
to a great extent, but still continued at a rate to threaten the total extermina- 


tion of the whole ina little time ; in fact, so much so that at the end of J uly the 
number alive were reduced toa dozen or fifteen. 

Early in August I happened to find a pickle-bottle into which a month or two 
before a small quantity of the Potamageta, or floating pond weed, had been 
placed ; this had rotted down, and lay in a decomposed mass at the bottom. 
On taking up the bottle, I observed the water was a pale, milky colour, and, on 
looking closer, discovered it to be literally swarming with minute living 
msects, so small as to be almost imperceptible to the naked eye, but appearing, 
when under a common magnifying glass, of a whitish colour and leech-shaped. 

Thinking these might be utilised as food, I filled a glass tube with them, and 
they were then placed in the aquarium. In a few seconds the roach came sailing 
round, seemingly anxiously looking for an entrance, and continued this till the 
tube was withdrawn. A supply of the insects was then put in, and the fry were 
seen eating them in a most voracious manner, 

The fish were then fed with them, alternated with grated biscuits, and from 
that date till the end of the year only one died, the remainder having grown into 
strong, healthy fish about lin. in length. The first week in January, the 
aquarium containing them was accidentally broken, and the inmates precipitated 
to the ground. In the hurry and confusion arising, those alive were picked up, 
and, unfortunately, thrown into another tank containing some young fish, 
collected for the purpose of comparing the size of those bred in confinement 
with river fish, and in consequence all trace of them was lost. 

_The question of coarse-fish culture has had, unfortunately, little attention 
given it in England, and till within the past few years was, comparatively 
speaking, unknown. Even at the present time the Lund box is the only method 
practised to any extent, and is, without doubt, an excellent arrangement for 
protecting the spawn ; but it is open to this objection—that it allows the fry to 
escape into the river directly they are hatched, when they can be but little pre- 
pared to cope with the innumerable perils attending the life of a young fish. 
And it seems unsatisfaetory, because, though millions may be hatched, it is a 
matter of conjecture what becomes of them after leaving the box. It, therefore, 
follows that an arrangement is wanted by which the fry may be protected for a 
few months, when they would be in a better condition to take care of them- 
selves ; but the great drawback has been the failure of anyone to find a food 
capable of sustaining the life of the little fish for any lengthened period when 
in confinement. 

I am induced to make public these notes, with the hope that they may prove 
of some little use to those interested in coarse-fish culture, though this accidental 
discovery of mine may, after all, prove a “ mare’s nest,” and be of small value, as, 
of course, it is possible the roach were kept alive by alucky chance, Be that as 
it may, I intend this year to try the same food for young perch, and if you care, 
will let you know the result. 

Meanwhile, I shall only be too glad to give all the information in my power 


to any gentleman interested in the subject, and will be thankful for any advice 


those better versed in the matter than myself can give me. 
W. KELson, 
Hon, sec. Oxford Angling and Preservation Society. 
Holywell, Oxford. 


[We thiak Mr, Kelson has: made a most valuable discovery. Hitherto, the 
great difficulty has been the impossibility to rear coarse fish from the egg ; but 
it seems clear to us that in the common microbe he describes (so easily pro- 
duced from decaying vegetable matter in water), we have the food that is 
required.—ED. } 








MONTHLY NOTES ON NORTH-COUNTRY TROUT FLIES— 
MARCH. 


By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


THERE is no time during the whole of the year that drags so wearily 
upon the hands of the angler, who may be fortunate enough to live 
upon the banks of a stream containing both trout and grayling, as 
the interval that exists, or should exist, between the coming into 
season of the former and the retirement of the latter named fish. 

So far as Yorkshire and the surrounding Northern district is concerned, the 
1st of March is quite early enough to commence fishing for trout ; in fact, the 
rule of most of the {leading clubs in this county, including the Otley and 
Burnsall Associations, is to defer the day until April Ist or Good Friday, should 
that day happento come into the last week in March. Only the other day I 
had a striking illustration of the utter worthlessness of trout, in an edible point 
of view, during the month of February. I was staying at an hotel in a certain 
market town in Westmoreland, and inquired of the waiter what I could have 
for breakfast. He erumerated the usual list of ‘‘ Ham and eggs, chops, steaks, 
&e.,” and then suddenly remarked, “We have some trout, sir, if you would like 
them.” ‘No, thank you,” I promptly responded ; ‘I will havea chop.” Shortly 
afterwards another geutleman came downstairs and accepted the waiter’s offer ; 
but he had only taken a mouthful or two when he exclaimed to me, ‘“ Why, 
these can never be trout—they taste of nothing.” I smiled and explained the 
reason to him, whereupon he pushed his plate aside and attacked the cold beef. 
I do not think he will ever order trout again for breakfast during February. 

With these preliminary remarks, I will now inform your readers what is the 
object of the present article. I intenditas the first of a series which I purpose 
contributing monthly to this journal for the benefit of those of your readers 
who may not be very far advanced in the mysteries of fly-fishing. It will deal 
with the trout and grayling flies suitable for each month, and in order not to 
confuse the tyro with a multitude of patterns, I shall only give from six to eight 
for each month, but shall take care that these shall be all thoroughly reliable 
killers—a fact arrived at either from personal experience or that of undoubted 
authorities. I may also add that, generally speaking, a fly that will kill upon 
our pellucid Yorkshire streams will usually answer equally well elsewhere. I 
shall in every instance give the size of hook upon which the fly is to be dressed, 
and in no case must this be deviated from, for in many instances have I seen a 
really good performer with the fly rod completely foiled in his efforts, though 
using flies at least double as large as they ought to have been. Any fly-fisher 
of experience will prove to you beyond doubt that colour and size are the two 
chief factors in a killing artificial trout fly : these two points are too frequently 
neglected; the result being that the angler using them returns home in the 
evening with a ruffled temper and an empty creel: With some three exceptions, 
I never employ a larger hook than No. 1, Nos. 0 or 00 being required in some 
cases. 

No. 1. Tue Rep Fiy.—Body : Orange floss silk, ribbed with bronze peacock’s 
harl, over which wind a blood-red hackle from bend to point, using brown silk 
for tying purposes. Hook No. 1. 

During the whole of March you cannot employ a better fly than the above 






at the point of your cast. Almost every angling authority gives a different 
dressing, but I never found any to kill so well as this pattern, which I obtained 
many years ago from a South-country gentleman who was staying in Yorkshire. 

No. 2. Tue Dark BLOA—Wings: From the dark feather inside of a water- 
hen’s wing. Body: Dark red brown silk. Legs: Black cock’s hackle. Tail : 
Two strands of the same. Hook No. 0. 

This is one of the earliest flies of the upwinged Dun class that comes upon the 
water. It usually answers best upon cold, gloomy days. Under such circum- 
stances, I have often had very good sport with this pattern. 

No. 3. Tue Oxtvp Broa.— Wings: Feather from starling’s quill, dyed. in 
onion-peel water. Body: Light olive silk, waxed ; then untwist and wrap on 
in alternate rings of waxed and unwaxed silk. Legs: Olive-stained hackle. 
Tail : Two strands from a rabbit’s whiskers. Hook No. 0. 

When properly dressed this is the best fly you can possibly use during this 
month: Some anglers use a little dubbing in the form of fur from a hare’s 
ear, but the above plan (for which I am indebted to Mr. Francis Francis) is 
incomparably the best. I once had a most striking instance of the truth of this 
assertion. It was onan Haster Monday some ‘years ayo ; I was fishing on the 
Yore, near Masham, in company with one of the best fly-fishers on the river. 
Before dinner-time I had killed eight or nine fine trout, almost all with this fly. 
My companion came to me, and was astonished at the contents of my basket, he 
having only taken a brace, and he was still more so when I told him that the 
Olive Bloa had accounted for most of my capture. “ Why hayen’t they taken 
mine ?” he asked ; “I have one on my cast.” I examined his fly, and found 
that he had dressed it with the conventional rough body. This was the secret 
of his want of success. I gave him one of my pattern, and when we counted up 
our spoil in the evening we were nearly level. Jackson thinks that this fly is 
the female of the Dark Bloa, but on this point I am not inclined to agree with 
him. 

No. 4. THz EARLY Brown.—Body: Orange silk waxed, hackled with feather 
of double shade from under a woodcock’s wing, a few fibres of dark red brown 
mohair being worked in at the breast. No. 0 hook. 

This patiern is an excellent one, and is generally termed “inside woodcock ” 
by Yorkshire anglers. It represents the flat-winged browns, which in open 
weather may be found npon the water even in February. It is as well to dress 
the same way with a feather from outside of a woodcock’s wing, and fish both 
patterns upon the same cast, as sometimes the trout prefer the darker shade and 
at others the light. 

No. 5. Tou BuuE Mipce.—Wings : Feathers from a landrail’s back. Legs: 
Grizzled hackle. Body: Lead-coloured silk. Hook No, 00. 

This diminutive insect is often very useful upon a moist, drizzling kind of 
day either during March or in the late autumn ; in the latter case the grayling 
frequently take it with avidity, the only fault to be found with it being the 
extremely small hook upon which it must be dressed. However, when this or 
any other midge fly is upon the water, the fish—either trout or grayling—will 
seldom take any other larger pattern ; consequently, I argue that it is better to 
basket even a single brace than return home with an empty creel. 

No. 6. THE Brown BEETLE.—Body : Bronzy peacock’s harl and brown silk, 
over this hackle on a glossy feather froma starling’s neck. Hook No. 0, 

This is an excellent point fly for early spring. I prefer it myself to the 
famous Black Spider handed down to posterity by the late Mr. Stewart, and 
most old anglers know the deadly qualities of that fly. Both this pattern and 
No. 1 must always be employed at the end of your cast. 

No. 7. Tor Marcu Brown.—Wings: Feather from the back or tail of a 
partridge. Body: Ruddy brown silk ribbed with olive. Legs: Grey feather 
from a partridge’s back. Tail: Two strands of the same. No.1 hook, 

For my own part, I consider this a decidedly overrated fly, and I am pleased 
to say that my opinion is also entertained by one of the best fly-fishers who ever 
threw line—I refer to the late Jno. Jackson, of Tanfield Mill. You may, 
perhaps, have an isolated day upon which the fish wil] rise well at the imitation, 
and I am well aware that many men of far more extended experience than 
myself would never dream of making up a cast of fliesin March or April without 
it ; but for all that, I agree with Mr. Jackson that the Olive Bloa isa far greater 
favourite with the fish, and is, consequently, a far more indispensable fly. In 
cold, rough, windy weather, I always use a feather from outside of a woodcock’s 
wing, and rib the body with gold twist. 

These seven patterns are amply sufficient to kill trout during March upon any 
stream. JI would recommend the angler to commence the season with No. 1 at 
point, and Nos, 2, 3, and 4.as droppers. About March 20th, employ No. 6 at 
point, in conjunction with Nos. 3, 4, and 7. As I remarked previously, No. 5 
is most efficacious upon days inclined for rain during the whole of the month. 
I shall always endeavour, for obvious reasons, to get the subsequent articles of 
this series ready for the first week in each month. TI shall avoid scientific 
nomenclature as much as possible, and endeavour to make every point perfectly 
plain. Should, however, any doubt exist in the minds of any readers concerning 
anything, I shall always be happy to explain the difficulty either through the 
correspondence columns of this journal, or direct per post upon receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, vidi Leeds, March 2, 1885. 








OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


“ DuRING the year no less than 340 large Wycombe trout; many weighing from 
2lb. to 3lb., have been placed in the Thames, and, as last year, the cost of 100 
of these fish has been generously borne by your President, James Symonds, 
Esq. : The artificial breeding of perch, so successfully inaugurated in 
1883, has been continued and extended, the result being that this year about a 
million anda half of fry have been hatched in the ‘Lund’ boxes. It is hoped 
to double this result during the coming season, A second consignment of 
large grayling, from 1lb. to 3lb. each, was réceived in August, through the 
kindness of the Hungerford Fly-Fishing Club (H. Collins, Esq., Hon. Sec.). 
Pie Mead wise fish appear to be very satisfactorily establishing themselves in 
e Thames,” 


#3 2 a ™ ee 
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_ The above account, taken from the report of the Reading Angling Associa- 
tion, is one of which any angling association might well be proud, and our 
Reading friends deserve the hearty thanks of all Thames anglers for such 
valuable services in the general interest, 

ae a8 ae ae ae 

It would be a grand success to get the grayling established in the Thames. 
In point of value it is nearly equal to the trout, whether for sport or the 
table. Moreover, it is a very free bottom feeder, and is not open to the objec- 
tion sometimes raised against the trout—viz., that it is the “rich man’s fish.” 
Trout are getting so numerous, that this objection hardly holds good now. 
Last season many a fine trout fell to the share of anglers who fished only for 
roach, barbel, perch, and other of the misnamed “ coarse” fish, 
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Fred Mather, the angling editor of Forest and Stream, is contributing a 
humorous and chatty series of papers to /’. and S. under the title of “ Trouting 
on the Bigosh.” ; 

8 % oy 2 

Our American friends do the thing properly. ‘‘ The Ragged Lake Club” is 
the title of a club composed of twenty Syracuse gentlemen, who have bought 
sixty-five acres of land in the Adirondacks, including three large lakes well- 
stocked with trout, which they will protect. Five cottages, for the usé of 
members and their families, are being erected. THF 4 

ne at ae t te 

How Water-Snakes Catcu Fisu.—The following leaves no doubt as to 
whether the common water-snake is destructive to fish: While angling for 
trout in a pond I saw a water-snake chasing a fish about five inches in length. 
The fish, which was on its spawning ground, kept swimming round in a circle, 
but a little in. advance of its pursuer. Finally, the snake, with its mouth, 
caught the fish by the tail. The fish kept its body well ahead of the snake, 
for it had the use of its fins. After swimming about in this way for some 
time, the snake made its way to the shore and drew the fish out of the water. 
I killed the snake and liberated the fish —Docror, in Forest and Stream. 

a ay a3 at ae 


Any of our readers who contemplate a visit to Iceland should read the very. 
interesting article on the subject, signed “ M. B.,” 
of February 21. 

3 % % * Cs 

Mr. Cummins, of Bishops Auckland, sends us some capital salmon casts, in 
which the ‘strands are spliced instead of being knotted together. We are not 
alone in thinking that gut is a dangerous thing to splice, and we should advise 
Mr. Cummins to adopt the infinitely safer and better plan advocated by Major 
Traherne, or the simpler and equally effective method of Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell. The black whippings of the splices look very startling. We hope Mr. 


Cummins will make up some of these really fine lines with the buffer fastening. 


“Patti’s terms : Ten hours’ sleep, twelve hours’ play, two hours’ work, and 
£1,000 a day.”"—New York Weekly Fish Journal. 
ae a e at ¥ 

Messrs. F. T. Williams and Co., of 10, Great Queen-street, London, have 
brought out a capital rod joint-fastening, invented by Mr. Boyd Moss, a well- 
known Hampshire fly-fisher. We can advise anglers to call and see it, or write 
for particulars. They send us one of their shilling three-yard tapered gut fly- 
casts, made of very carefully picked gut. It is just the thing for dry-fly fishing. 
Their trout flies dressed on eyed-hooks at 2s. a dozen, or with semi-detached 


gut bodies at 3s. 6d. a dozen, are very good. 


* * * * 


Messrs. Farlow and Co, 191, Strand, have brought out a new fishing creel, 
invented by one of their customers, Mr. G. W. Taylor. ‘The illustration of it 
in their advertisement on page 116 fully explains it. The idea has been 
thoroughly well carried out. The basket is of English make, and will stand 
any amount of wear, including use as a seat at lunch-time by even the stoutest 
“all-round” angler. At the suggestion of an American customer, Messrs. 
F. and Co. have supplied the “ Desideratum” basket with a new kind of strap. 
There are two straps, in fact ; one goes over the left shoulder, and is then 


attached on the left side to a strap which goes round the waist, thus leaving — 


the right arm and side perfectly free. Although practical trial by the river 
side through a long day’s fishing is necessary to settle the point, we quite 
think that this new arrangement will meet with the approval of fly-fisher- 
men. 
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Messrs. Kewell and Sons, of 197, St. John-street-road, London, send us their 
new price list, and having had over twenty years’ experience of their goods, we 
have no hesitation in advising our readers to send for this list, which can be 
had gratis. The young angler will find the “instructions” given in it about 
baits, rods, the list of rivers, &c., useful ; also the list of their flies dressed 
from Ronald’s “ Fly-Fisher’s Entomology,” for the different months. Messrs. K. 
always keep Stewart’s trout-flies in stock. They inform us that some of their 
customers who fish for salmon in Norway have had great sport with a large 
Alexandra dressed by them. Eel fishers should try their eel hooks mounted 
fpr ledgering with worm, designed by Mr. W. J. Carter, one of the best Lea 
anglers living. é 
* * * * 

Messrs. Kewell’s place is close to the Angel, at Islington, and anglers will 
find it well worth their while to have a look at their stock of flies on drawn 
gut. Their 4s. bundle of one hundred strands of fine stained drawn gut is very 
“good value” indeed for the money. Mr. Chas. Kewell is an old Thames 
angler, 

* * * * * 

Mr. Tom Harris, Fishing-tackle Maker, 7, Berkeley-street, Gloucester, in- 
forms us he will be very happy to give anglers going into that district any 
information about the various kinds of fishing to be had. He sends us some of 
the nicest roach hooks (“ crystal,” “ sneck,” and “round bend”) on fine drawn 
gut, that we have ever seen. The fault of the “ crystal ” hook is that it is fre- 
quently made too large for roach fishing—these are just right. 





ROD AND LINE IN THE ORKNEYS. 


IN introducing your readers to regions almost unknown and pas- 
tures new, I do not expect to send a thrill of sensation and expect- 
ancy through their nervous system with unheard-of wonders and 
lochs swarming with fish, but wish to depict in a few words a loch 
in the Boreal Regions—Ultima Thule—where a quiet and very en- 
joyable week or two can be spent during the angling season. The 
loch I refer to is Stenness, in the Mainland of Orkney. I do not 
mean to say that it is unknown, but comparatively so to anglers, 
since many of the faces to be met with during an August day are 
known ones, testifying that the sport is really worth returning for. 

The County of Orkney, with its many lochs and bays, has recently been in- 
cluded under the potent influence of the Scottish Salmon Fishery Act, and the 
last two seasons have never been surpassed for sport and for the number of 
anglers visiting its treeless lochs and pieturesque scenery at any former period, 
and we have the highest anticipations that another summer will far exceed the 
past ones in all respects. 

The Stenness Loch, which has been described by “ Vedder,” the Orcadian 
Sailor Poet, as “a beautiful Mediteranean in miniature,” has in its lower reaches 
salt water, as its luxuriant sea flora which is gradually dwarfed towards its 
upper reaches (the latter being brackish only), indicates. The rise and fall of 
the tides are scarcely perceptible, except once a fortnight in summer. This 
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loch is about three miles distant from Stromness, and ten from Kirkwall. 
Its area extends to from three to four square miles. On a fine summer 
‘evening nothing could be more enjoyable to an admirer of nature than its diver- 
sified and awe-inspiring scenery. To the N.W. the sun lingers till nearly mid- 
night, amid the red and yellow-tinted cloudlets, with the hilly peaks im the 
distance intercepting the golden rays, their dark outlines mirrored on the 
waters beneath. The weird obelisks of the famous circle stand, to the west, 
with here and there, as it were, large sentinels pointing to the sacred mounds 
surrounding the circle, and containing the ashes of the pre-historic dead—‘ Old 
even beyond tradition’s breath.” 
Inclose proximity to these many a bloody conflict has been waged between 
those Vikings who, invincible in Southern climes, fought their own battles to 
the very death, These disputes were often over the division of the islands or the 
rich plunder brought hither by the predatory excursions of the famous Norse- 
men. Many a time have their boats crossed and re-crossed this loch laden with 
spoil from their vessels anchored in Cairston Roads, to be secreted in the dark 
chamber of Maeshow, where future routs were planned and brave exploits re- 
told.. These surroundings, if history could divulge their secrets, are pregnant 
with deeds of the brave Vikings who scattered desolation and misery through 
many parts of England, Scotland, and Ireland. But perhaps there is no view 
so indelibly riveted on the mind as that of the dark, gigantic headland of Hoy, 
so beautifully depicted on the clear, blue sky background. 
The quality of trout to be got in this loch cannot be surpassed either for 
quality of flesh or sportive propensities. They consist of two well-defined 
varieties—the regular inhabitants and the sea trout. The former are, I have 
no doubt, acclimatised sea trout slightly stunted in growth from constantly 
inhabiting brackish water, but still retaining the excessively shy nature, well 
developed fin and tail, and silvery sheen. When hooked, however, they test the 
angler’s tackle far more according to their size than any sea trout the writer 
ever landed. They vary in size up to 5lb., but generally stand from 1} to 2lb. 
Prior to 1882, this loch was open to any and every means whereby fish could 
be caught, and between set nets, set lines, ‘“ otters,” &c., enormous quantities 
were taken out of it every year, mostly by lazy individuals who made a pre- 
carious livelihood, accompanied in times of big hauls with drunken sprees. We 
have known of as many as 56lb. of trout taken on a set line one morning. 
When such wholesale destruction was permitted it will be easily understood 
that the loch is only recovering itself during the past few seasons, but there is 
no doubt that a few seasons hence it will be one of the finest fishing grounds in 
Great Britain. In fact, one gentleman who fished it for about a month last 
summer said it afforded him better sport than any loch he ever fished, although 
he had done so on most of the important ones in England and Scotland. The 
trout in this loch never take fly well tillthe end of July, August, and September, 
although good baskets are made earlier with bait. There is no prohibitory 
proprietorial right exercised over it,and, consequently, the angler’s only expense 
is his boatman. 

The baskets taken will not stand a high average, but this is owing to the 
number of amateurs that practise the “gentle craft,” and are electrified over a 
small basket. That good baskets can be made by old campaigners there is no 
doubt. One London.gentleman, who always makes good baskets, landed 25lb, 
one day. A Glasgow gentleman caught some sixty-five trout, weighing over 
1001b., in ten days ; and many others equally good were there need of recording 
them, could be mentioned. NORSEMAN. 

[ We have arranged with ‘‘ Norseman” to send us reports of the angling as 
soon as the season begins.—ED., | 


' 





FISHING PLACES NEAR LIVERPOOL. 


Mr. R. Woo.ratt, Hon. Sec. of the Liverpool Angling Association, Canton 

otel, 14, Victoria-street, Liverpool, kindly sends us the following particulars. 
We should be much obliged if any of our readers can supplement this list. 
—ED. 

esas RESERVOIR.—Rented by the association, containing fine trout. 
Nearest station, Ruabon, from which it is about half-an-hour’s walk. 

River Autt.—Members have permission from T. W. Blundell, Esq., to fish 
in the Alt from his land. Nearest station, Hightown. Go to Ince-Blundell 
Village, about half-an-hour’s walk, then make to the river on the left. Cards 
Hee og to the keeper if requested. Pike, trout, perch, roach, graining, 
and eels. 

- Harr Park Ponps.—Colonel Blackburne, M.P., has given permission to 
members to fish in these ponds, which contain tench, roach, eels, and a few 
perch. Card to be shown when demanded., The nearest station is Halebank. 

~ W. Raruponsn, Esq., M.P.—Members have permission to fish in, the small 
pool at the foot of his lawn, at Greenbank, Wavertree, near Sefton Park. Roach 
and tench. Before fishing apply at the house, producing card. Nearest route 
Smithdown-road. ; 

Carr Mitt Dam.—Can be fished by ticket, the charge for which is 5s. per rod 
per day. Apply, inclosing stamps or P.O.O., to W. O. Moubert, Esq., Garswood, 
Newton-le-Willows, giving full name and address, and stating the date you 
intend to fish. Contains trout, perch, roach, bream, and eels. Nearest station, 
St. Helens, from which the water is distant about three miles. Garswood 
Station is about the same distance. 

Newton Merr.—Newton Bridge Station. Apply to J. H. Pardey, Esq., 
Newton-le- Willows, or, better still, to some friend in that neighbourhood, as 
‘permission to strangers is not easily obtained. The Mere contains trout, pike, 
bream, roach, and perch. The fishing does not open till April ist. There are 
boats to be had from John Lane, at the Mere side, who, of course, charges for 
them ; but there is plenty of bank fishing. 

Knowstry Dretr.—Apply to G. C. Hale, Esq., Knowsley, who writes :— 
“ Persons wishing to fish can obtain leave from me, by naming the'day on which 
they require permission, provided the water is not engaged beforehand.” There 
are pike, trout, roach, and perch. Omnibus to West Derby, then walk—a good 
distance. 
~ Rasy Mrre,—Nearest station, Bromborough. Contains roach, tench, perch, 
and eels. There is a boat which can be hired, but I understand the owner 
charges 1s. per hour, Fishing on the left-hand side, by the wood, from the 
bank, is prohibited. 

Rapy Hatt Farm Ponps.—Apply to Mr. Milton at the farm house beyond 
the Mere, who charges 1s. per day, or fish at once and pay when asked. There 
are bream, perch, tench, and roach in these ponds, 

. WiLLaston Hatu Ponps.—Tickets 1s, per day, from Mr, Ramsbottom, 
Nearest station, Hooton, Thereare tench, perch, and eels in these ponds, some 
of a yery fair size. LRRD -eatth lig 4 

Mzots Ponp.—Alongside Meols Station, Holylake Railway. Contains tench, 
perch, roach, rudd, and eels. The stationmaster gives permission to fish, though 
1 aoe no one interferes, There are some other good ponds in the neigh- 

urhood, ~ — me See fe ae 


BIRKENHEAD AND CHESTER RaILWway.—There are good ponds in the neig 
bourhood of Bromborough, Hooton, Ledsham, Capenhurst, and Mollington 
stations, The various stationmasters will give anglers all necessary informa: 
tion, being, as a rule, both able and willing to do so, 

NrEwsHaAM AND Serron Laxes.—Can be fished by any ratepayer or inhabitant 
of the city on payment of—ratepayer, half-a-guinea ; non-ratepayer, one guinea 
per annum, Licenses to be had at the treasurer’s office, public offices, 
Dale-street. Fishing between the hours of 9 am, and 4 p.m. prohibited. 
Very good for pike. 





ANNUAL DINNER OF THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 


Atv no period in the existence of this old-established angling club has it occupied a 
more influential position or been in a state of greater prosperity than it now enjoys. 
Tt is just on the verge of its 50th year, and consequently ranks as one of the oldest 
in London. Amongst the old members there are the names of gentlemen who have 
been conspicuous in their day as great disciples of the rod, and nothing affords them 
greater pleasure at the weekly meetings than to welcome the return from the warpath 
of those who have succeeded them in pursuing with greater energy and prowess “the 
gentle art,’ and exhibiting the results of their skill. The society can claim to 
possess as members some of the greatest anglers of the present day, and existing 
together in good fellowship and unity. It is no wonder, then, that the 49th annual 
banquet, which took place in the Venetian Salon at the Holborn Restaurant on 
Wednesday evening last, was one of the most successful on record, and as these occa- 
sions are recognised by the proprietors as the leading dinner of the season, every 
effort is used to make the catering in every detail equal to the occasion, and with 
truth it may be said the prestige it has already acquired in that respect was fully 
and satisfactorily maintained. The banquet was presided over by Mr. Daniel Grant, 
M.P., who was present as a guest on the previous anniversary, and Mr. Matthew H. 
Blamey, who is well known as an eminent piscator, occupied the vice-chair, The 
following members not only acted as stewards, but had separate tables under their 
charge :—Mr. R. C. Blundell, Mr. R. 8. Fennings, Mr, H. Gray, Mr. N. F. 
Harrisson, Mr. Thomas Huggett, Mr. F. H. Lemann, and Mr, C. P. Wheatstone, and 
right ably did they discharge the duties necessarily devolving upon them, The 
general arrangements were under the superintendence of Mr, James Lander, the 
energetic honorary secretary, and admirably performed. The old-fashioned custon 
of presenting the prizes after the dinner has for two or three years been wisely 
abandoned, and it is announced that the distribution will take place in the Society’s 
room at Ashley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, on Wednesday evening next, the 11th day of 
March. Amongst the large gathering which assembled on Wednesday evening last, 
in addition to those whose names have been previously referred to, may be men- 
tioned the Rev. G. Sumner, Dr. Coates, Messrs. F. G. Pearse, T. Gillatt, D. Goodger, 
E. Foreman, A. J. Little, H. B. Terrill, G. HE. Booker, E. Je Goodacre, G, F. Spencer, 
W. H. Brougham, R. B. Marston, Albert Smith, T, R. Sachs, J. Pattisson, H. I. Inder- 
wick, G. Little, A. Bates, H. B. Brown, T. W. Gant, W. Senior, and E. Deller, After 
the loyal toast had been given, the Chairman, in proposing ‘Success to the Pisca- 
torial Society,” remarked it was about the oldest angling club in England, and at the 
present time in advance of most other clubs. The practice of angling belonged to the 
great mass of the people. In the Regent's Canal and other places the boys could be 
seen engaged in the pursuit, and at the seaside fishing was done from the piers. It 
was a sport enjoyed by the poor as well as the rich, and there was much enjoyment 
in it. He believed it tended to make life better, and was worthy of sup- 


port from the highest in the realm to the lowest of the subjects, He 
heartily commended the toast to their notice. Dr. Coates, in a few 
practical words, gave “The Secretary, Officers, and Committee,’ which 


was briefly responded to by Mr. R. 8. Fennings. Mr..M. H. Blamey gave “The 
T.A.P.S. and Kindred Society,” and in doing so traced the history of the society and 
the work it had done for the benefit of anglers. That work had never been done 
more effectively than it was now under Mr. Thomas Spreckley, to whom they all 
owed a deep debt of gratitude. He referred to the want of recognition by the 
angling clubs of London, as he found in one year only eleven clubs out of one 
hundred and sixty supported the society. After noticing other matters connected 
with the society, he asked those present to do all they could to assist it. Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Spreckley, replied to the toasts, The 


. other toasts were: “The Press,” ‘‘ The Chairman,” ‘The Vice-Chairman,” and “The 


Visitors.” The musical arrangements were under the direction of Mr. James Kift, 
who presided most efficiently at the pianoforte and sang some humorous songs. The 
singing of Mr. Joseph Barker, R.A.M., was loudly applauded, and each of his songs, 
‘J Fear no Foe,” “Out on the Deep,” and “In Cellar Cool” were encored and re- 
peated. After the toast of “The Visitors” several of them expressed a wish 
to become members of the society, and at once gave in their names. The 
evening altogether was a successful and enjoyable, and the toasts were all got 
through by ten o’clock, B. 
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ANGLERS’ PRIVILEGES ON THE LONDON, BRIGHTON, AND SOUTH 
COAST RAILWAY. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


On Monday last, March 2nd, Messrs. P. Geen (president), R. Ghurney (secretary), 
and G. Manning, attended by appointment at the General Manager’s office of the 
London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway, London Bridge, to make the final 
arrangements for the anglers’ privileges on that railway. We were received in the 
most courteous and friendly manner by J. Humphries, Esq., who informed us 
that the iconcessions for which we had so long tried, had been granted by his 
company. I beg to submit to the angling public particulars of stations, fares, &c. 
Angling Facilities.—Special cheap tickets will be issued to members of the Anglers’ 
Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies on the production of the 


- card of membership at the railway booking offices, either at London Bridge or 


Victoria Stations of the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway, if members are 
provided with fishing rod and tackle, travelling only for bona fide angling purposes, 
to any of the stations named below, at the following fares—namely : 


8... 8, d. By Os 
Kingscote ........000 3) 6 Horsham ..... aye 40 Petworth ......... 5 6 
Horsted Keynes ... 3 10 Rudgwick ...... 4 2 DeLDAIN | ccetearceget Oy 
AZOLE pote scesresies Tey o Southwater ... 4 4 LAaYANG,....sesveeragt dO 
Sheffield Park ...... 4 4 West Grinstead 4 8 Balcombe......... 3 6 
NewickandChailey 4 4 PartridgeGreen 5 0 Hayward’sHeath 4 0 
HowOvitles-acrercornt akon oS Henfield..........5 2 Burgess Hill...... 4 4 
Three Bridges ...... 3 0 Steyning ,.... 5 6 Chichester,...c<s6 7.0 
East Grinstead...... 3 6 Brambersae pact) 1 10m Di LG WeSenis wece secafan ln Ze 
Forest Row ........ 3 6 Billinghurst... 4 8 Barcombe Mills. 5 6 
Hartiield | c.<c0ss300))50}.0 Pulborough ... 5 O Uckfield. 2.0... 6 19 
Withyham...,...,..... 3 6 Amberley ...... 5 8 Berwick..cierease (0) 0 


R. Guurney, Secretary of the Anglers’ Association, 


I 





To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new stibscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, ib will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 


STATE OF THE LEA—INCREASE OF TROUT IN IT, &c. 

Str,—At our meeting on Monday last two members gave me information that, I 
think, should interest the majority of your readers. Mr, Beck (our famous fly- 
fishing member), whilst spinning for jack in the Lea near Enfield Lock last week, 
hooked and landed a splendid trout over 5lb. in weight, full of spawn, with the 
assistance of a friend, They detached the hooks from the trout’s mouth without 
drawing blood, although their own fingers did not come off scathless. A quantity of 
ova from the trout exuded, and Mr. Beck described them to be as large as peas. The 
fish was then returned to the water, apparently little worse for its temporary visit to 
terra firma. Whilst at the Ordnance Water myself a fortnight ago, the lock-keeper 
told me that a handsome trout of some 3lb. was found, after the preceeding push of 
water, in one of the eel boxes. Many trout have been taken at Day’s waters and 
other parts of the Lea during the past season. These facts all go to show that these 
noble fish “have a local habitation and a name” in our Lea. 

I am pleased to tell you that the pollution by the Tottenham sewage works has 
been put astop to. We have now, therefore, only to exercise vigilance as to illegal 
netting, and the strict observance of the fence months, and the gratifying result will 
soon be experienced by anglers, by larger baskets of more healthy fish than have 
been their lot for a fewyears past. I was glad to hear from Mr. Ghurney that the 
Lea Conservancy have kindly consented that trout-fishing may commence at the 
same time as the Thames—viz., Ist April. 

Another of our members (and a warm one amongst the jack), Mr. Read, offered to 
have turned into the Lea a large quantity of small perch. I told Mr. Read that his 
handsome offer would, Iwas sure, be gratefully accepted. Mr. Read also suggested 
to me a rough idea for members of angling societies and anglers generally, to 
contribute towards a fund to be started for the purpose of restocking streams, lakes, 
ponds, &c., depleted by excessive angling or from other causes. Iat once saw the great 
value of Mr. Read’s suggestion, and I at once put it to your readers in the hopes that 
by co-operation amongst angling societies, arrangements could be initiated for 
carrying out the idea. 

Take, for example, our Lea (dear tome by an association with it for nearly 20 
years, and its desecration by sewage ventilated by me last summer, very strong 
support resulting in judgments to restrain its continuance as before notified). What 
a splendid angling river it could be made, and how joyous would be made the 
hundreds of followers (numbering so many humble ones amongst them) of the great 
Izaak, who, during the season, find their principal amusement in “ being quiet, and 
going a-angling” on its health-giving banks. Those living in the vicinity of other 
waters could have a “district centre” for carrying out a similar object. What 
would the “ Thames” fishing be worth now had it not been for the untiring energies 
of so many good and true friends to anglers, foremost amongst them being those 
great benefactors, Messrs. Spreckley, Brougham, Geen, &c., and the vast quantities of 
small fry and ova turned into the king of rivers over which the before-named and 
other gentlemen exercise such watchful supervision ? 

I firmly believe that were a meeting called for the purpose of forming a society 
for the restocking of waters and preservation of same, it would receive influential 
support, and it would be the means of doing a vast amount of good ; so much so that 
my thoughts somewhat carry me away, and a hazy idea crops up that there should 
be a possibility of a great food supply from our rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, &e. 

What more delicious than a “ lusty trout,” more delicate than the fresh-water 
smelt, ie., the gudgeon: what better comparison to a sole than a perch ; tench, 
simply delicious ; jack, excellent if well cooked (never do%/ him, that is the only way 
in which you can spot] him). Eels are world-renowned favourites. But! of these 
sweet creatures I am aaraid, as I believe them to be the destroyers of vast amounts 
of ova and small fry. 


Should my remarks be in accordance with your own practical ideas, and should . 


your readers also endorse them, will you allow me to suggest that a meeting could 
readily be arranged; but I leave the matter to you and your readers’ kind 
consideration. If this letter should prove of any service to anglers, it will be a 
matter of great satisfaction tome. I must, however, apologise for its length, and 
suggest that you, armed with your pruning shears, should cut, lop, and top the 
lengthy effusion of—Yours, &c., HENRY HOWSE, 

2, Comberton-road, Upper Clapton, E. Hon. Sec. Clapton Anglers. 

[ We are very glad to hear that the Tottenham sewage river (for it has assumed 
that proportions) is no longer to be, as it so long has been, a horrid tributary of the 
Lea, and that trout are increasing in that river. The National Fish Culture 
Association’s chicf object is to do what the secretary, Mr. Howse, proposes should be 
done. We should be very glad if he would use his influence to get clubs to support 
it.—ED. ] 





“THE CEIRIOG.” 

Str,—Replying to Mr. Smelt’s most courteous and sensible letter in last week’s 
FIsHING GAZETTE, I beg to inform him that the Chirk Castle water is strictly 
preserved by Mr. Biddulph, and extends from Pontfadog to the Dee, and contains 
any quantity of trout (and samlets), but it is very difficult for strangers or casual 
visitors to obtain permission to fish init. Two or three tickets are annually given 
to the proprietor of the Hand Hotel, Chirk, for the use of anglers staying there ; but 
as these are bespoke early in the year, often, indeed, a month or more before 
Christmas, and for far into the season, it follows that unless you are aware of this, 
and apply in good time, you 'stand but a small chance of securing a day, even 
although you go direct to the Hand. There is no other preserved water but this 
between the Glyn Head and the Dee that Iam aware of. I have seen many good 
creels of trout from the upper water ; but, as I said in my last, this portion is very 
persistently poached, and I should certainly advise anglers not to depend upon much 
sport unless it should be their luck to visit the river when it is clearing down after 
a spate, It is a great pity indeed that this handy and prolific stream is ruined by 
netting ; but so it is, and there seems to be no chance of any improvement unless the 
farmers combine, prohibit netting, have it looked after a little, and repay themselves 
by charging, say, a shilling a day, for the privilege of fishing.—I am, &c., 

R. WoouFALL, 
The Liverpool Angling ‘Association. 


SALMON IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 

Srr,—My references are solely with regard to Scotch rivers, and I join issue with 
those who advance the opinion that during September and October the best sport is 
to be got on the upper reaches of most salmon rivers. 

Assuming, what most experienced anglers will admit, that salmon take most 
freely on settling down after their first burst from the sea, let me ask on what 
sections of the four principal salmon rivers in Scotland—the Tay, Tweed, Spey, and 
Dee—the best sport is usually obtained in autumn? These rivers average fully 100 
miles in length, and in them, I think, those who know will admit that during 
September and October the best sport is got outside 6 and within 35 miles of the tidal 
waters. It is the case ; and how itis sois by no means difficult to solve. Heavy 
or gravid fish, as those that ascend in autumn undoubtedly are, either disincline or 
or are not able to run up long rivers for a considerable distance (say 50 miles), and 
they, with few exceptions, are found to deposit their ova in the spawning beds of the 
lower and middle sections. After their ascent, say to the places where good sport is 
obtained, those uncaught rarely move farther up stream, unless, indeed, the river 
rises and falls with considerable frequency, Spring fish are light and strong, and a 
couple of months after running or leaving the sea, they are found in great numbers 
in the very top angling reaches of rivers having a good spring run of fish, such as 
the Dee, Aberdeenshire. These fish, if not on the “redds,” are, at least, in a very 
brood state (nearly allthem) by the end of September, and they, therefore, won't 
take, With autumn fish, inside the 35-mile limit I have fixed, it is different: 


Liverpool, Feb. 25th. 





‘their spawning time (January chiefly) is farther removed, and being from the sea, a 


much lesser time than those in the upper reaches, they, of course, take more readily. 
These are facts, not opinions, and they hold good, bar a rare exception, as regards all 
the long rivers in Scotland, having a spring and an autumn run of fish, or a spring, 
a summer, andan autumn run. 

I do not wish to shirk the question; but to be brief, I would summarise the 
matter thus: Rivers having only an autumn run of fish sport best in the middle, 
and fairly lower reaches. These rivers have a short course usually, and during the 
fence time fish are plentiful in their upper waters. 

Highland rivers having only a summer ascent of fish furnish an exception to the 
general rule. These, the outflow from locks in some cases, have only a short course 
generally—rarely over 30 miles—and the fish having gradually moved up, are found 
by September and October to be congregating most in the upper pools, with the 
result that the best sport is had there during the time indicated. 

To clinch my argument, I proffer my services under guarantee to procure for Mr, 
Kelson (or any gentleman holding opinions similar to his on this subject), a great 
stretch of splendid water on the upper reaches of one or more of the very best salmon 
rivers in Scotland, on which he may angle free ef chasge during September and 
October ; but results either in quantity or quality I won’t guarantee.—I am, nie 

W. M. 

{This question as to whether the upper or the lower stretches of a salmon river 
afford the best sport in September and October is interesting. Would some of our 
Irish correspondents give us brief notes of their experiences ?—ED., | 


TWELVE POPULAR SALMON FLIES, 

Sir,—A great deal of what Mr. Murdoch and “ W. M.” stated in their letters last 
week is uncommonly true, and I beg to offer my thanks for their flattering remarks 
and the very generous promise of assistance, not omitting my entire appreciation of 
the editorial footnote. With your correspondent’s permission, I would rather avoid 
a useless discussion as to whether the upper or lower districts in some of our salmon 
rivers are or are not the more productive in autumn, for I have considered all along 
that arguments of this description are uninteresting, and take up the space in your 
valuable columns which might be more profitably utilised. 

Nor have Iany desire of getting the better of any such argument, and, therefore, 

would rather refrain from commenting upon ‘‘ W.M.’s” bold statements, so flatly 
contradicting me, and adding that no one could contradict him. Indeed, I would 
much prefer not to upset the favourable opinion of himself. 
«” Some gentlemen have a power of accumulating knowledge and becoming proficient 
in any sport to which they devote their earnest attention much more readily than 
others, which, perhaps, is another reason why I should give way, inasmuch as your 
young correspondent is so-very positive. I was one of the “ slow ones,” and happened 
to be twenty years studying every branch of salmon tackle and salmon fishing 
before—as the saying runs—I knew anything about it. 

You have probably observed, Sir, that whenever I make a statement in the 
GAZETTE, I invariably add my reasons why I arrive at theconclusion given. In this 
case it did not occur to me to do so; yet, not forthe sake of raising further points 
with your correspondent, I cheerfully submit a sample of evidence in support of the 
casual remark which appears to have been so provoking, and to tell you as well that 
I have none, and have never heard of any, record of a reversed state of affairs. 

I was fishing not very long ago close to Mr. A. Crawshay when he killed 27 salmon 
in the upper reaches of the Usk in one day! Nothing had ever been accomplished 
down below to approach this marvellous sport at any time of the year. 

Colonel Richardson banked 17 salmon in the Garry not very long ago averaging 
143lb. Both of these instances refer to “ the upper reaches,” and to the ‘“‘ back end ” 
of the season. I gaffed 15, and 14 salmon, for my father in two successive days a9 
the end of October very high up in the Tweed. And I killed 13 salmon in one da 
on the Inver late in the autumn above the middle district, 

If there are any records to beat this in the lower beats of these rivers, they are 
unknown to me ; and remembering other instances, I fear I cannot do more than to 
express my extreme regret that your correspondent’s views and mine do not happen 
to agree. But I am sorry to read some of his other observations, because the 
impression he forms of my intentions in dealing with the standard patterns of 
salmon flies is likely to mislead many of my readers. I venture to say that.if his 
Satanic majesty—pardon my allusion to a gentleman to whom no true angler will 
probably be introduced ; but when I received your note asking me which were the 
12 most popular flies, I wrote to an old friend much my senior and many years more 
experienced, and his reply was, ‘‘ The devil only knows ; if he don’t, you do.” Let me 
end there, and say that I most carefully considered your question, and whatever 
might have been my reply, I could hardly have counted upon universal approval. 

However, if I may take this opportunity—for I shall only bein the fashion, and 
I think I can rely upon Mr. Murdoch's acquiescence that none of your correspondents 
really belong to the ‘Mutual Admiration Society ”—allow me to express my entire 
satisfaction of your judicious arrangement of the various angling topics which you 
have always chosen for the headings and subject-matter of my numerous 
communications. Naturally enough you have kept in reserve some of the more 
interesting problems, and I may add that the “12 popular salmon flies” are simply 
to take precedence in the proposed descriptions and remarks upon the “ standards,” 
IT have to thank Mr. Murdoch for much useful and correct information—as far as I 
can decide—of that great Dee fly, the Gordon, which is one of a very few whose 
antecedents I was insufficiently acquainted with, and, however much I may be 
allowed to increase the obligations I am under to him, the servitude would be 
agreeable for one the FISHING GAZETTE holds in so much esteem.—I am, &c., 

GEO. M. KELSoN. 





SALMON FISHING IN THE TRENT. 

S1r,—Referring to the comments which have recently appeared in your columns 
respecting above, allow me to point out that fishing for salmon with fly in the Weston 
and Willington district is simply useless, It has been repeatedly tried by very 
experienced fly fishermen, but without success, and there is no wonder at it, con- 
sidering that some of of the swims have to be fished about 16ft. deep. 

A great many of the salmon taken last year were caught with spinning bait, the 
principal bait used being the ‘‘ Devon” or “ Excelsior,’ which is sold by Mr. Martin, 
of London-road, Derby. One man alone killed about 16 withit, The rods used by 
the Derby men (who took by far the most fish last year) are, for the most part, home 
made, and are equal to any that are sold, and are quite suitable for the district. I 
think many of your correspondents who write on ‘Salmon Fishing in the Notting- 
ham style ” have no acquaintance with this district. If our style calls for any 
distinctive title, it will, I hope, be known as the “ Derby style” in future, Derby men 
having been the first to introduce it. 

I notice “ W.” states that he regrets to hear that, owing to the publicity given to 
salmon fishing last season, it has caused the charge for the right of fishing the 
Weston water to ,be considerably raised ; but if this is the only reason for raising the 
charge from £1 Is, to £5, with the exception of a small portion known as the Long 
Swim, which is £2 2s., I think it is a very bad one, 

I have forwarded you one of the “ Devon” baits sold by Mr, Martin for your 
inspection.—I am, &c., 

Derby. 1 aWe 

[The bait is a capital heavy ‘“ Devon,” thoroughly well mounted, of a good colour 
for salmon and heavy trout.—ED. | r ' 

EDIBLE FRESHWATER FISH. 

Srr,—As every thing connected with the food of the people is deserving of atten- 
tion, would you allow me briefly to suggest the importance of a national legislative 
movement for the compulsory breeding and culture of all edible freshwater fish 
throughout all the lakes and freshwaters of the United Kingdom ?—I am, &c., } 

12, Landridge-road, Fulham, Feb, 28. AuGustus J, HARVEY. 
[We should not object ! But we fear that if Government adopted the suggestion, they 
could hardly refuse similar demands for other National provender—the vegetarians 
would want to make it compulsory to cultivate cabbages on all open spaces,—ED, | 
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FISHING NEAR LONDON. 

S1r,—Having been a reader of the FISHING GAZETTE for some years, I must say I 
quite enjoy the perusal of it, and look'out for its appearance every week. I think it 
would be a good thing if anglers would give notice through its columns of the different 

waters open to all by payment, more especially those near London. The Wimbledon 
Lake has often been mentioned in your paper, but I donot remember ever having seen. 
anything about the Hut Ponds, at Wisley. If agreeable, I will give the readers a 
few hints about this place. 

The nearest station is Weybridge, on the 8S. W. Railway, and you have about five 
miles to walk through lovely country. When you get out of the station, turn up the 
road leading to Byfleet, until you come to the signpost, which directs you to Ripley, 
follow the Ripley road, and it will bring you to the “Hut” Inn. The largest pond 
is facing the house, and contains about 80 acres, but all the top end end is unfishable, 
owing to its being very shallow and weedy. There are three islands, two covered 
with lovely Rhododendrons, which, when in full bloom, greatly add to the charms of 
the place, Three sides of the pond are covered with beautiful larch trees, so ‘that if 
the angler is unsuccessful in catching fish, he will be compensated by the surround- 
ing scenery. The best place to fish off the bank is at the pendstock, where you get 
about 5ft. of water, but all along the side it is fairly deep. ‘The best baits for bream 
and roach, which are very numerous here, are gentles and paste, made from what is 

_ ealled town biscuits ; but the largest bream I caught was with a marsh worm, while 
fishing for carp, which run very large and numerous. It would do some of the 
readers good to walk round the pond early in the morning and see and hear them 
roll. 

On one occasion, while fishing for carp with lob-worms, no sooner had my baited 
hook reached the bottom than I was into an eel, seven of which I secured; then I 
thought of having a pipe ; but no, my float again disappeared, and when I struck I 
found I was into one of the long-wished-for members, and after about ten minutes 
sport, I had the satisfaction of \landing 1a nice comely-looking carp of 6lb. Jack 
and perch are fairly plentiful, and the best bait isgudgeon. The house has recently 
changed hands ; but I think anglers will find they can get all informationand what- 
ever they require there. The charge is 1s. for each rod. The place would well repay 
anyone for a visit ; the walk to the pond ona nice morning is delightful, and through 
one of the finest parts of Surrey.—I am, &c., Louis G, BAISSHAU. 


[Many thanks ; this is just the kind of information anglers like to have.—Ep. | 





.THE FIRST OF APRIL ON THE SOUTHERN STREAMS. 


Sir.—Many will be the fishermen who will look forward to the opening day 
with genuine and unadulterated delight. More especially those on the Southern 
Chalk Streams, such as the Test or Itchen, where anglers have to know a thing or 
two if they expect to get trout. What a lot of enthusiasts will wend their way 
down to the College Meads at Winton—one of the loveliest pieces of scenery which 
the Itchen Valley can show—filled with that peculiar cherm which casts a halo 
around fly-fishing, determined to try their best to entice with skilful throws, the 
active and wary trout which that narrow stretch of water coutains. Fished by ten 
or a dozen rods regularly through the season, no wonder that its trout become 
yearly more difficult to kill and its fishermen more particular. To a genuine enthu- 
siast, and one who enjoys pastoral scenery, nothing can be more delightful than a 
week or two’s fishing in the Itchen. 

The fish are of excvellent quality, and the play they afford when harnessed is 
unequalled. Red Quills, Olive and Grey Quills, and Wickham’s Fancy, on small hooks 
and fine gut, will kill as a rule.—I am, &c., .G.M. 


THE SEVERN FISHERY BOARD—TOO “EARLY TROUT FISHING,” &c. 


Srr,—On Feb. 16 I got several thousand trout eggs, and yet, only a few miles away, 
in Devon, fish slayers are getting, what they please to call, good sport. Several of 
your river reports mention trout as having been caught, some with maggot and worm. 
Bah! Why is it that trout, above all fish, should be fished for before the spawning 
season is over? Coarse fish get a month or six weeks to recover in, before their close 
time is over. Trout fishing should not begin until April 1st, but certainly the close 
time should be extended to March Ist. : 

With regard to Mr. Silk’s letter, I do not know what experience he has had with 
trout breeding ; but it is a very.common occurrence to find fish of all sizes gorged 
with the lew-laid eggs of their own species. Trout will also follow roach when they 
are spawning, for the sake of feeding on the eggs. The fact that eggs taken from a 
dead trout, and impregnated from milt, also from a dead fish,would hatch, was proved 
at least 25 years ago by the French fish breeders, at Huningue. . 

That is indeed a sad report of the Severn Conservators, and I, for one, should be 
glad to hear further details. 

After all that has been done of late years in salmon fishery legislation, after the 
immense improvement in fisheries which has resulted from it, and now that English 
law is held up by foreign countries, and by Norway especially, as a pattern of what 
salmon fishery legislation should be, to think that apparently we should have an 
inspector who does not work harmoniously with the conservators ! 

Ts all the good work done by Messrs. Buckland and Walpole, and their predecessors, 
to be undone by a weak desire to pander to the netsmen? Remember the upper 
proprietors hold the key to salmon fisheries : they get the least out of the river in 
every way, and if their interest in protecting the spawning fish is spoilt, good bye to 
the fishery.—I am, Xc., Bau Ns 

Feb. 20. 

[Mr, Silk is one of the most experienced fish culturists living.—Eb. | 


. 


PERCH SPAWNING, 


S1r,—Amongst the amusing and interesting jottings of “Running Line,” I find 
the following : “ Imagine my surprise, on cleaning them (the perch), to find every 
one I opened, without exception, a female fish.” On referring to the little book I 
venture to send herewith, you will see that, ten years since, I was struck with the 
same peculiarity, and recorded it, as occurring to me, all through the summer 
months. I was then residing at Laleham, and fishing pretty regularly. This coin- 
cidence, however. would not have been worth your attention, but that the record of 
it called forth a letter from the late accomplished editor of The Scotsman, himself a 
keen fisherman and a good observer, to the effect that, either I had written hastily, or 
the printer had made a mistake, as, on examining a quantity of perch, caught by 
himself, he found them all, without an exception, male fish. I assured him that 
there was no mistake, and that I meant what I said. I do not think that he was 
convinced ; indeed, he wrote again to the same effect ; but I would suggest, for what 
it is worth, the theory that perch, like chaffinches, fallow deer, and some other 
animals, congregate, after spawning, in separate shoals, males and females. 
Perhaps some of your readers will take the trouble to open the perch they 
kill, and record the result.—I am, &c., Geek. 





‘A LARGE BLEAK—A GOOD LIGHT FOR FLY-TYING. : 


S1r,—I send inclosed in this a bleak of rather unusual size for this district. It 
measures over 6in. from eye to tail, and is the largest I have seen. Don’t know 
whether they run larger in other districts; but here the usual size if from 4in, 
to 5in. 

Fly-tyers who wish for a good light for fly-tying should invest in what is known 
as the Rendu light, made by J. Royle, King-street, Manchester. They can be 
attached instantaneously to any ordinary burner without alteration of fitting, and 
when done with, can be as quickly detached. The light is thrown direct on the 
fingers from the top, and being made telescopic, they suit all heights. I have tried 
all kinds of dodges, but this is the best of all. The prices run from 7s. 6d. upwards, 
and any gasfitter can supply them,—I am, &c., 8S, HowARTH, 


le eee eet 


PROTECTING THE GRAYLING, 


Str,—Allow me to congratulate you on the success of your publication of letters and 
editorial remarks in “ FG,” last spring, 1884, on subject of the grayling poaching ; 
want of preservation of same in West of England and public sale in the towns of same, 
when they ought to be lying quiet on the spawning grounds from Ist Feb, My 
friend at Worcester writes to me, notwithstanding prosecutions threatened against 
the parties who introduced this subject in the “F. G.,”’ there was an entire 
cessation of offering grayling for sale in public, and since. It did good then, and I 
see by my “ F, G.,” come to hand last week here, others in Co. of Worcester and 
Hereford, have been warning the grayling angling fraternity of all classes, they 
should now leave the grayling in peace. Others also, Iam glad to see, take up the 
same line of argument, and recommend anglers to leave the trout to get into con- 
dition till March at all events. The increase of anglers, juveniles, all over the 
kingdom will require every now and then a reminder from you of “ When fish are in 
season or out of season.” My Hereford friends tell me that I shall find things a 
little improved on my search for grayling in West of England this next autumn. 
One club on Lugg has been divided, and the number of subscribers’ tickets to friends, 
or non-subscribers made very limited ; a good thing too, as the river Lugg, even in 
the club waters, was dreadfully over-fished, and from Moreton station to River Wye 
probably the most poached river of any in England. The prosecutions lately suc- 
cessfully carried out by the Board of Conseryators, four in number this winter, and 
I see noticed in “F, G.” this week, will, no doubt, do much good; but strict sur- 
veillance during the angling season is much required, and I am glad to hear there is 
likely to be a man or two extra put on Wye to look into baskets, ask for licenses, &c. 
Inconclusion, if you'll look us up a little more in the West of England, and bring 
things to public notice, as you did last spring, you yourself will be able to get a 
decent day’s grayling and trout fishing, as you did 25 years ago ; especially if you 
could persuade West of England anglers to put back all trout and grayling all the year 
round under 3lb.—I am, &c., LAXORING, 

Carlisle, Feb. 22. 


[It is quite true, as “ Laxoring ” points out, thatiwe were threatened with legal pro- 
ceedings last spring because we protested against the manner in which samlets and 
undersized and out-of-season trout and grayling were exposed for sale in Hereford. 
We advised our threatening friends “ to wire in and get their names up”; but this 
was just what they didn’t wish to do.—ED. | 





SPLIT CANE-BUILT RODS. 

Sir,—Allow me, through the medium of your valuable and widely-circulated 
paper, to ask your readers for information respecting cane-built rods. I have never 
fished with one of these rods, having always used the ordinary rod of about 10ft., 
when fishing for trout with the fly in fine waters. 

Now that the season for fly-fishing is once more approaching, I am thinking of 
purchasing a cane rod, as I believe with these rods the angler is enabled to fish much 
finer, The district which I purpose visiting is Derbyshire, where, as you no doubt 
know from experience, fine fishing is essential, in order to make a basket of trout. 

Amongst your many readers there must be a number of anglers who have tested 
this description of rod in all manner of ways, and can thus speak from actual results 
which have been arrived at at the rivers’ side, and amongst whom there are sure to 
be several very successful fly-fishers, who will be able to give most valuable infor- 
mation, which will be highly appreciated, not only by myself, but also by anglers 
generally. 

The following are the points upon which I would wish to be especially advised :— 
What are the advantages which a split cane-built rod possesses over the ordinary 
rod? and whether are the steel centres to be preferred? If this kind of rod has any 
drawbacks, what are they? and are the Amrican or the English make superior? 
Taking into consideration all the different sides of the question, not overlooking the 
extra cost of cane-built rods, do you advise me to adopt this class of rod? and if so, 
could you offer any recommendations as to special make, or upon any other points 
which I may have passed over ?—I am, &e., 

Liverpool. BLACK GNAT. 

[Personally we prefer a hard wood rod to cane, but we know some of the best 
anglers living who use split cane rods, and prefer them, It would not be fair for us 
to recommend any special make or maker,—HD., | 


EELS IN SCOTLAND. 


S1r,—Many thanks to “ W. M,” for his notes on eeling in Scotland. What I wish 
to know more particularly is the best means of catching them in quantities for the 
London markets. Perhaps “ W. M.” or some other correspondent might be able to 
convey the desired information through your valuable paper. I think eels are 
neglected too much in Scotland, and anglers would be glad to get rid of them in the 
Scotch rivers. I have been told that large quantities are imported from Holland. 
How are they caught there? I have heard of cages or traps being used for the 
capture ofeels. A description of these cages or traps would prove interesting to the 
readers of the FISHING GAZETTE, 

P.S.—Eels are sent to London from Loch Leven. How are they caught there? I 
think eels could be turned to profit in Scotland if the method of catching them were 
more fully known, I hope you will excuse me for intruding on your valuable space. 
—I am, &e., WALTHAM Hon. 

{Our correspondent can obtain wire eel-traps from any of the London fishing- 
tackle makers who advertise in our columns, They should be baited with fresh offal 
of any kind. A simple trap can be made by taking a big sack and sewing an 
iron hoop (flattened on one side) to the neck of the sack. The hoop should be only 
about 8in. to 10in, in diameter, and a cone-shaped bit of tin should be fastened to it, 
projecting into the sack; in fact, like a funnel ina bottle. Chicken entrails or 
other fresh offal being placed in the sack, it is then sunk in some deep, quiet place 
at night, and pulled up quickly with a rope next morning, The eels smell the food 
(which must be renewed and not allowed to get stale) and go into the wide entrance 
of the funnel, but cannot find their way out of the small end which projects into the 
sack ; the small end should be about 2in. in diameter only. This, if properly 
made, is a ie cheap and effective eel-trap. Of course there must be no holes in the 
sack,—ED, 


SINGULAR POACHING CASE AT THE WELSH HARP. 


Srr,—The fish I sent you yesterday was poached from the reservoir not far from 
Cool Duck Bridge. We could not catch the poacher, he was too fast for us, but he 
dropped his game, and I sent it, thinking you would like to see it, and that you 
would be able to make a note of it, and decide a point that I have often heard 
disputed. Well, Sir, now for the poacher, and how he was poaching. One of my 
stablemen, on Friday morning last, about 11.30, wasjexercising a horse near Cool Duck 
Bridge, when he observed a carrion crow swoop down tothe water and settle on the 
brink, then wade in an inch or two, seeming to await the approach of the bream I 
sent you. Then all at once he made a rush, seized the fish, and ran out of the water 
with it, and commenced to peck at it. The stableman shouted at the bird, seeing 
him with something he took from the water.. The crow took wing and was making 
off, and had got some hundred yards or so away, and some 20ft. or 30ft. off the 
ground, when he dropped what turned out to be the fish in question, and as you will 
observe, he had completely gutted the fish and eaten the inside. The man picked up 
the fish, came straight here to the house, the fish still alive, and he told me there 
were five or six of these birds all on the same errand. As I have often heard disputes 
as regards crows killing fish and taking them from the water, I thought I would 
forward thisto you. Many persons do not believe that a crow will take to the water 
for the purpose I have mentioned, but admit having seen them pick up dead fish 
and eat portions of them,—In great haste, I am, &c,, H, Conroy, 

Welsh Harp Fishery. 
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A SUGGESTION. } ‘ 

Srr.—In last week’s issue of your paper I see a letter from W, Murdoch, in which 
he offers a helping hand from the North to Mr. Kelson, 7¢ twelve popular salmon 
flies. I have read Mr. Kelson’s very interesting articles on salmon flies with pleasure 
and instruction, and feel sure that many have gota hint here and there from them. 
T think that the subject of salmon flies, in any angling books that I haye read, is 
treated in too general a manner, and any individuality that exists is. principally 
confined to the author’s own ken. I mean. as regards separate and distinct flies for 
different rivers. Now, this is, of course, only to be expected, as, no matter how great 
experience a man may have, yet he must have more to say on the river or rivers that 
he himself has fished in constantly, than in others in which he has but seldom wet 
a line, if ever. Theory is all very fine, but in the matter of salmon fishing, a little 
practice dashes many theories to the ground ! Nowy what I would suggest is this : 
—That a book should be compiled under some such heading as “ Chapters on Flies, 
by Different Anglers in the United Kingdom.” Perhaps Mr. Kelson would undertake 
the compilation, as he knows more than anyone about flies, I fancy. Now, the great 
advantage of sucha work would be that if made up of properly-selected articles, it 
would form a very complete guide in the matter of flies, what kinds are good for the 
several districts, and the best times for using them. The compilation need not be a 
very great undertaking, as I have no doubt many would come forward if the subject 
were alluded to in your columns. Then let each writer confine his description to 
the river he knows best, and give the local flies and times for using them, methods 
of tying the same, and all information about such river or rivers as he knows from 
personal experience. I, for one, should be glad to correspond. with Mr. Kelson, or 
with anyone who would undertake such a work. My experience is, of course, a very 
limited and local one ; but I feel sure that if each confined himself to a limited area, 
and wrote a chapter on one river and all he knew about it, a very interesting and 
useful book would be the result. The need of such a work is manifest, and the 
publication would, I am sure, be a success.—I am, &c., H, W. PEARD, M.B. 

P.S.—I do not see why trout flies should not be treated of also, when the author of 
a chapter happens to know something about the flies used on his special river. 


[We think this is a very good idea. The best plan would be to publish the 
information first in the GAZETTE, and then it could be collected into book form 
afterwards.—ED. | 





THE TROUT AND THE WATER SNAKE. 


Srr,—I am writing notes for our Newbury paper on angling, &c., and I have 
had sent me the following from an Andover paper ;— 

“A very peculiar incident has come to light in connection with the trout in the 
Test, which will be of more than passing interest to lovers of the piscatorial art, 
The other day a trout was found in the shallows dead, about 18in. of the body of a 
water snake protruding from its mouth. The fish was carefully opened, when in 
it was found a partly digested snake measuring 2ft. 3in., though, when alive, it must 
have been longer, as the head of the reptile was gone. That it had been swallowed 
alive was proved by the fact that the inside of the trout had been bitten by the 
snake, and the fight for the mastery between the two must have been severe, judging 
from the internal wounds of the fish. Both the trout and snake are in possession of 
Mr. F. Best, of the High-street, Andover.” 

Now, how are we to account for this? Are the following ideas worth anything ?— 
The Test was very low, trout were swimming about with their tail and back fins out 
of water. Did the snake attack them? Or, it was spawning time—it was on the 
shallows. Was the snake devouring the ova, and did the trout attack the snake in 
consequence? Or, lastly, did the trout take the snake for a whopping lob-worm ? 
Kindly let me have your opinion.—I am, Xc., Marcus. H. Lewis. 

[There have been several well-authenticated cases of water snakes attacking 
trout and black bass in America. Sometimes the fish wins, sometimes the 
snake, and sometimes, as in this case, both die. Our solution of this 
particular question is that the trout took the snake to be an eel. 
are uncommonly fond of eels. Last year Major Turle found a big Test trout 
choked by an eel. Although we hayé seen any quantity of vipers when trout 
fishing, we never came. across a water snake. Once, a good. many years ago, when 
fishing above Withypool, on the Barle, we found scores of dead adders in the river. 
They lay dead in the pools, and hung on submerged branches. A sudden rise in the 
river had drownedthem. At that time we used to wade in an old pair of boots and 
with trowsers turned up, and the sensation of walking with bare legs among so 
many adders, and knowing there were lots of live ones left, was a creepy one. 
—ED. | 





“MIRROR CARP (REX CYPRINORUM) SCALES.” 


S1r,—I have received this day (Wednesday), a letter from my esteemed friend, and 
your valuable correspondent, M. Emil Weeger, of Briinn, Austria, in, answer to a 
letter of mide, anent the scales of the above named fish, with which I wished to 
become better acquainted. . Perhaps I cannot do better than quote a portion of his 
letter in extenso. It runs thus—‘Iam much pleased that I can forward you some 
scales of the mirror carp. You will find them enclosed in two papers; one in’ the 
natural . state . preserved, the others prepared. The. scales are not 
of the largest size; they. are taken from a four-pounder, If you 
look at them through a magnifying glass.yeu will, perhaps, find that they afford 
a good material for flies’ wings.” Enclosed you will find one of each scales, and I 
think (probably you may do, the same), that M. Emil Weeger is not far wrong in his 
suggestion. They seem to me to be precisely what is required for the purpose, and 
therefore I intend trying a few flies with them for experiment. I have written him 
upon the subject, andno doubt we shall hear from such an experienced angler as the 
President of the Briinn Piseatorial Society (also the inventor of the FISHING GAZETTE 
spinner, also the FISHING GAZETTE live-bait float for pike fishing, and the Weeger 

inch fitting), that he has succeeded in making flies with wings made from the 
mirror carp scales, that will equal anything now placed before the public made from 
fish scales. The average size of the carp scales sent me is one inch and three 
quarters long by an inch wide, which will allow of several wings to be cut from each 
scale.—I am, Xe., FRANK GOSDEN, 

_ Fish culturist to his Grace the Duke of Wellington. 

[ We should like to try these prepared carp scales, and would be obliged to Mr, 
Weeger if he would send us afew. -The American Angler quoted the whole of the 
article by him on carp fishing, which we published recently.—ED, | 





‘ TOO “EARLY TROUT FISHING.” 

S1r,—lIf “ A Gentleman from Winchester,” writing in last week’s “ F. G.,” had 
taken the trouble to enquire, he would have found that it is not the intention of 
Winchester fishermen to commence before the 16th inst., this being an exceptionally 
late: season ; but, supposing we had commenced on the Ist, as is our custom, allow 
me, as one who has known them all. these thirty years, to say that, although I have 
known, them catch a good many fish, I have never known them kill one out of con- 
dition.—I am, &c., W. CHALKLEY, 

Winchester, 





HOW TO COOK PIKE, 

Srr,—The following may perhaps interest the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE ; 

Mr. E. A. Brewer, late of the Clapham Junction Angling Society, and friend, had 
a red-letter day last month, amongst the pike, when they had the good fortune 
to secure-a beauty of 1731b., and seven other smaller ones. 

As to cooking a jack, I think one of about 41b. weight is the best size, and the best 
way is as follows : 

Open your fish and thoroughly clean it, stuff with veal stuffing, then roast in front 
of a fire, with the scales on, When done, you will find that the scales come clean 
off ; besides, cooking it with the scales on does not make the fish nearly so dry.— 
Tam, &e., Louis G, BOIssEAU, 


Trout | 


MULLET FISHING. — 

Srr,—I can tell you of a mode of mullet fishing I found successful many years 
ago in the Mediterranean, and I daresay it might do well enough in this country 
when followed under favourable circumstances. ; 

I was taught the plan by an old Greek who passed his days and earned his living, 
in summer, fishing for grey mullet with rod and line, while in winter he acted as 
guide for shooting parties in Albania, .The spot where he invariably fished was at 
the mouth of a large drain, where these fish congregated in large numbers. His 
tackle consisted of a bamboo rod twelve or thirteen feet long, to the top of ‘which 
was tied a gut line ; the line itself, had, fastened down its whole length, as far as 
the float, at intervals of about a foot, square pieces of cork, each piece of about the 
size of a No. 4 shot, the float was of cork, round, and as big as a hazel nut. “Into the 
float was driven a small peg of hard wood, a quarter of an inch of which projected 
from the cork, and to that projecting end the line was attached by two half hitches. 
He usually fished with his baits two-and-a-half feet deep: two feet below the float the line 
was fastened to the centre of two strands of gut twisted together, and from each end 
of the twisted strands, which thus stood at right angles to the line, hung a strand of 
fine gut armed with a short shanked white metal hook of about No. 8 size. 

His sinker was a small piece of lead fastened on the line just above where it joined 
the transverse twisted gut. He never used but one kind of bait—simply bread—and 
although I have fished with other baits, I never knew these fish take anything else, 

The whole art in this fishing is in the proper manipulation of the bread. Tomake 
it up into roach fishing paste would be useless ; the mullet would not touch it, His 
plan was to take to the waterside a small tin can which he filled with water, and 
into the water he puta slice of white bread with the crust cut away. When the 
bread was sufficiently soaked he took a piece of it, partially squeezed out the water, 
and with his right hand worked it into a very soft paste, of pretty nearly the con- 
sistency of well-boiled oatmeal porridge, and baited his hook with pellets as large as 
a garden pea. This baiting of the hooks is a difficult matter, for if the hand be not 
hept wet while baiting, the soft paste adheres to the fingers and will not remain on 
the hook, and if the paste be in the slightest degree too stiff, the fish will'not have 
it. The hooks baited, the line must then be dropped, or rather thrown into the water 
with a steady forward swing, avoiding the slightest jerk or off flies the paste ; but, 
if it drop all right among a shoal of fish, they soon show their recognition of the 
affair by the float giving a gentle quiver, which speedily grows into a rapid bobbing 
motion, caused by the fish sucking in the paste. It is seldom the float goes clear 
away, or quite under, and it is of no use waiting for any sign of this sort before 
striking. The time to strike is when the “ bobbing” has reached its most rapid stage 
and then you do so by a quick upward motion of the arm, which picks the line at 
once off the water (where it is kept floating on the surface 
by the bits of cork), and you are into your fish, or you find nothing but the bare 
hooks make their appearance. The line should be not so long as the rod by a foot, 
so that the hooks can be more-easily baited. : nt at 

I fancy this plan tried in a suitable spot would be successful, but the directions'as 
to the paste being very soft must be closely followed.—I am, &c., R, A. 

Tiverton. ross 
[Many thanks. A small triangle would seem to be the best hook for this pap bait.—ED, ] 


Str,—Noticing some correspondence in the GAZETTE last week about Grey Mullet 
Fishing, andas I have been pretty successful in catching thisfish, perhaps my experience 
may benefit some of the angling craft. I have been fishing every day for them when 
they were in season, in Plymouth, near Weymouth, and on the Breakwater, at Plymouth, 
and in the docks at. Davenport, andiseveral other places,'and the way I fished forthem ~ 
was, Viz. :—With an 18ft. rod, with strong top joint. I went down at low water to 
the rocks and threw out some groundbait in the shape of paste, simply loaf-bread 
and a small portion of sugar mixed, and put a small piece ona roach hook, and 
threw well out; in fact, I fished for them the same as I fished for roach (with the 
exception that the gut was hardly so fine), You could always see them -breaking 
the water in front of your float, and directly you see your float disappear, and)I can 
assure you, Sir, it goes down like a flash of lightning, just give a gentle upward 
motion of the rod, and then be prepared to pay out line at once : they are very game 
fish ; they will take out (if it is a good mullet ; and I have caught them over 5$1b.) 
25 or 30 yards of fine line, without a halt. I could tell you many anincident I had 
with them while fishing in Portland while my regiment was stationed there, about 
four years ago. They are very susceptible to noise, and whenever the big guns began 
to practise from the Breakwater, no more use in fishing for mullet that day ; but the 
best place I know of for mullet fishing isthe Breakwater at Plymouth—many a good 
mullet I have played and landed there. But you have to hire a boat and pull out 
to the Breakwater, and on a rough day it is no joke, Lassure you ; but once there, you 
are always sure of four or five good hours’ fishing, and I never went there without 
bringing home a few mullet, some of them over 5lb., and never any under 2lb. I 
never fished for them with fly, because I never saw anyone fishing with the fly for 
them—that is not to say, of course, but what they may be caught with fly as well as 
the roach ; but I used simply a piece of sweetipaste, well worked up ina clean, cloth, 
and threw ina bit occasionally to keep them about the spot where I was fishing. 
Use a reel with no check and plenty of line, and give no timeafter you see your float 
disappear, and you are bound to havea good catch. If any of the craft require 
further information I shall be happy to furnish it through your columns. Iam 
passionately fond of grey mullet fishing ; but I can get none here, so I haye to 
console myself with trout fishing.—I am, &c., ; C, FERGUSON. 

Dumfries. “Oe ,tletl 

[We are very much obliged to Mr. F., and can answer for it many of our readers 
will also be.—ED. | 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—There has been rather better sport this week, and some good catches of perch 
have been taken ; this is quite cheering, as this fish has been very scarce for some 
years. One angler, at the beginning of the week, got some good fish at Coliwick, 
over a lb. each, On Saturday, Mr, Smith and Mr. Baker hada very good sample of 
perch, bream, and one eel; another angler taking a good pike while spinning for 
salmon from the same water, . _ ator 

At the Black Pool, at Weston, a pike of 111b. has been taken. On Saturday a nice 
lot of perch were caught at Weston Cliff by a friend of mine. Several gentlemen _ 
have been salmon fishing during the week, but no sport, with the exception of one 
barbel, 41b., the water being too high for this kind of fishing—by the'time this isin 
print it ought to be about right, if we get no more rain., A splendid pike has been 
weighed in at-the Park Tavern Club, 201b., caught at’ Mansfield, and a perch 1lb. 1. 

It is.a pity the subscription waters near Nottingham are not better looked after, 
as I have heard of netting going on in the middle of the day.—Lam, &c., 

March 2, AGW 

£ +4 


THE LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATON, ,. . Hee 
Srr,—We had a very good attendance of members at the meeting last week. After 

the routine business had been got through, an offer that had been made the Associa- 
tion to rent some salmon and trout fishing was fully considered, and a deputation 
appointed to visit the water with a view to coming to terms without delay, and it is 
highly probable that before this meets the eye of the many readers of the FISHING 
GAZETTE an agreement will have been come to for the fishing. In view of this I 
beg to impress upon members in arrears the importance of at once clearing up 


There will be six prizes for our’ first competition in the Vyrnwy 
on March 12th. Our stand of exhibits at the recent Sports and 
Pastimes Exhibition -was a decided success, and» I. and other members 


-were informed by many disinterested visitors that it was a great attraction. 
And here I must say that we are all very much indebted to Mr. J. E. Martin, for his 
constant and unwearying attendance at the stand, as to this fact I firmly believe 
much of the success attending this, our maiden-effort in this direction, is mainly 
due,—I am, &e., R. WoouFAut, Hon, Sec 
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FISHING AT LLANGOLLEN, 


Srr,—Mr. H. P. Birkinshaw should write to Griffith Lewis, fishing-tackle maker, 
Llangollen. “The Royal Hotel,” as well as “The Hand,” is highly recommended. 
A fair basket of trout may be caught from a coracle. The angler engages a coracle 
man, runs up a station or two by rail—say to Carrog—and then floats down the 
stream, man in front managing the paddle, angler behind wielding a short rod. In 
this way fish under the bushes can be reached, and the business of pulling 
them out may be likened to shelling peas.—I am, &c., HELWR. * 





THE MUNDELLA ACT. 


Srr,—Thanks, Mr. Editor, for inserting my letter in your paper this week. If not 
taking up too much of your valuable space, I should like to ask anglers if they are 
satisfied with the present state of the law—7e Coarse Fishing? If not satified (as I 
fully expect the answer of the majority will be), why could not a monster meeting 
be held during the fence months, to see what can be done to alter and amend the 
Mundella Act, for an alteration is sadly needed, 

On Saturday, Feb. 28th, there were two more jack on the slab in Leather-lane; 
they were ticketed 6d. per 1b. I hope those who bought them enjoyed them ; they 

Ne Jig tae 


were in a bad condition.—I am, &c., 





Sir,—Bravo! “ A. J. P.” I, for one, am pleased to find there is one left to grumble, 
for without it, or the assistance of the “ F. G.,” we are not at all likely to get any 
alteration of the M. Act. It is astonishing so very few anglers are found to speak 
their mind openly. Taxed individually, they one and all agree we might fish for 
roach and chub quite a month or six weeks longer than we are at present allowed, 
while it is universally admitted the month of June should be entirely closed, and yet 
nothing is done to alter it. I have heard many a man denounce the Mundella Act, 
and censure those who brought it with all its faults upon us (the Sheffield anglers, 
assisted by the Great Jack Fishermen), but I think some of them are inclined to 
believe our old club laws were by far the best (see Mr. Ghurney’s remarks in this 
week’s “F. G.”) . 

_ Yes, helped by the floods, the nets will have a capital time of it until the 14th next 
month. If the time ever comes that an Act is passed to abolish netting for coarse 

fish, it will be due to the Editor of the “ F. G.” so kindly assisting (it will never 

be done without him).—I am, &c., F, MAtcom. 

[It has never been claimed by those who got the Mundella Act passed that it is 
perfect. Some who attended the big meeting at the Society of Arts may remember 
that we pointed out that the:majority of those present, being roach anglers, were 
cutting their own throats by fencing the best month in the year for roachand chub. 
What is wanted is a fence time for pike, from March 1 to July 1, and for coarse fish 
from April 1 to July 1.—Ep. | 





PUBLIC ANGLING RIGHTS—A WORD OF ADVICE. 


S1r,—I am, in many respects, unable to write as fully as I think the subject needs 
on the Nottingham meeting to secure ancient rights of free fishing, but I am sure 
your readers will study this one aspect of the case with me. A series of laws, dating 
from 1861 down to the 1879 Freshwater Fisheries Act, with its more recent amended 
shape the 1884 Act, have been passed to put al/, whether owner, ‘lessee, or poacher, 
on an equal footing as to times and modes of capture of fish, firstly salmon, and so 
on to finally protect every species in its period of natural reproduction. Fisheries 
hitherto neglected, especially near large towns, have become valuable and easily 
marketable commodities. Anglers have multiplied and clubs increased to an almost 
incredible extent. The cry was jish ; now itis water to fish in. Through all this 
legislation,and I may claim to have had some finger in the pie, one thing is worthy 
of notice and consideration, that is the willing co-operation of individual land- 
owners to forward and not oppose the Acts as interference with private rights ; they 
submit to a salmon tax anda trout tax for their good. What is the case now? 

Private owners are besieged to great lengths of water for clubs and permission to 
angle in private pieces, and have been very gencrousin the matter. But the prudent 
man will remember that fish, like all game, mast have a sanctuary, as wellas a close 
time, and let anglers look on these strictly preserved lengths of private “several” 
fisheries as such, and soon as possible lengths to be acquired. Further, let all action 
be devoid of politics, and based on negotiation, and not on agitation. Already I 
regret to note a certain aggressiveness, which can only end in the question becoming 
one of right ; and, taking into consideration the gratuitous and disagreeable office 
filled by the conservators, and the co-operation up to now of the great riparian 
owners, may I urge moderation, lest the healthy and refreshing day’s fishing that is 
so great an enjoyment at so little cost, to the classes that, for the rest of the week, 
are cooped up in towns. and think every man that has the right feelings of a gentle- 
man would go out of his way to secure for them, should be curtailed by an uneasy 
feeling, thatsome further)legislation of a predatory type may be forthcoming, in which 
the riparian owner would find himself called upon to prove his title to the right with 
great expense, when, witha little amicable negotiation, the water might be secured 
at a moderate rental. In these days it behoves all, in every class and walk of life, 
to be very careful not to do, write, or say anything that can form /a fulcrum for the 
lever of agitation to work on, and in this movement, good as the object is, and 
desirable as it is, except moderation and tact be to the front at once ; I regret to say 
that I foresee the typical “ cloud no bigger than a man’s hand” that may undo years 
of patient work and most beneficial legislation. Once let the idea go forth that the 
right of ownership to fisheries are to be the subject of legislation, and untold mis- 
chief must result. I say plainly, if a thing is worth having it is worth paying for. 
If conciliatory negotiations are carried on by responsible people to secure angling 
rights for those who reside there, landowners will be very foolish if they do not meet 
them in a liberal spirit and realize the ‘great boon it is that one day in the week, 
away from the office, the shop, or the factory. that renews the:life’of men who work ; 
but if agressive measures prevail, then the dream of those who, like myself, have 
hoped to bring freshwater fisheries to such a value thatall classes might indulge in 
angling, either individually as owners, or in combination as clubs, with pleasure and 
success, is at an end, and the right of fishing:will be on a par with the right of shoot- 
ing and the game laws, a field for agitation and class recriminations with but 
little sport or pleasure to any concerned ; therefore, I say, negotiate—do not agitate, 
—Iam, Xc., ALAN BAGort, 





HERMAPHRODITISM IN FISH. 


Srr,—It may interest some of your readers to hear that I was supplied with a 
Yarmouth bloater, a few days ago, by a fishmonger here, which had both a hard and 
soft roe, well developed. 

This is the first instance I have met with of hermaphroditism in the herring. It 
was the largest and much the deepest fish sent. It is now in the care of J. G. Brass, 
Esq.,. M.D., of this town.—I am, Kc., 

Barnard Castle. WILLIAM SANG, 
ST ee ES SESE 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The Great Need.—The blood is the life, and on its purity our health as well 
as our existence depends. These Pills thoroughly cleanse the vital fluid from all contaminations, and 
by that means sirengitlen and invigorate the whole system, healthily stimulate sluggish organs, repress 
over-excited action, and establish order of circulation and secretion throughout every part of the body. 
The balsamic nature of Holloway’s Pills exercises marvellous power in giving tone to debilitated and 
nervous constitutions. These Pills dislodge all obstructions, both in the bowels and elsewhere, and are, 
on that account, much sought after for promoting regularity of action in young females and delicate 
persons who are naturally weak, or haye from some cause become so, 
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“NO TIME FOR OUT-DOOR SPORT.” 


[THE following letter appears in the American Field. We think most of our 
readers will heartily agree with Camp Fire's remarks.—Ep. F. G.] :— 


“The remark which heads this article followed the offer of a gun for sale in 
a recent issue of a well-known sporting journal, and while not for a moment 
wishing to criticise the writer’s wording, I can but deplore the circumstances 
which lead to such a conclusion. No time to breathe the fresh air of heaven. 
No time to enjoy the gifts of heaven. Time for everything else—business, 
club-rooms, lodges, balls, parties ; time is taken by many of us for these, but no 
time have we to spare for the best of all—a tramp over fields, through valleys 
rich with beauties of nature, along the banks of a sunny river, or through the 
marshes with gun anddog. No time. No time. 

“Look at the colourless faces of those men. See the effects of such a course. 
Restless anywhere, restless everywhere, rested never. Brother sportsman, is it 
policy? Do not our friends often part from us with the injunction : ‘ Be good 
to yourself.’ Is this ‘ being good to ourselves ?’ 

*“T do not by any means approve of neglecting our business, our homes, or our 
families for our field sports, but ‘no time’ is hurting us both bodily and 
mentally. For, tell me, can you derive from any other investment such solid 
pleasure and satisfaction as you can from two or three days or weeks spent in 
the camp and field ? Are any recollections more pleasant, more lasting ? For 
myself the brightest, happiest days of my life have been spent in just such 
pleasures as this for which so many of us have, alas! ‘no time.’ Nor would I 
part with the delightful, ever-present remembrances of past enjoyments in field 
and cover, river and Jake, for wealthimmeasurable. Some may say ’tis madness 
to take time, but I for one say there is method in such madness. Try it at 
least ; take time. For one day once in a while let business take care of itself, 
and see if on your return you are not better prepared for its cares, its worries, 
its confinements. See if your mind is not better able to cope with its intri- 
cacies. It is this ‘no-time’ feature that is physically ruining our business men 
through our whole land. Try it and see if you are not better able to appreciate 
‘tired nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep.’ Death to ‘no time.’ 

“Camp FIRE.” 





PROSECUTION BY THE SEVERN CONSERVANCY BOARD. 


On Thursday, at the Oswestry Petty Sessions, before Colonel Lovett (chairman), 
Colonel Lloyd, Rev. T. M. B. Bulkeley-Owen, G. D. Lees, Capt. Lovett, and E. 
Burke Wood, Esqrs., the Shropshire Railway and Union Canal Company were 
summoned by the Severn Conservancy Board for failing to maintain a proper 
and efficient grating at themouth of the canal feeder in order to prevent the 
descent of samlets for the river Tanat through the feeder and into the canal on 
the 3rdinst. Mr. H. Edwards (solicitor for the board) appeared to prosecute, 
and Mr. E. R. Moon, barrister, instructed by Messrs. Potts and Roberts, 
solicitors, Chester, appeared for the defendant company. The evidence 
showed that the grating and the feeder are on the side of the Tanat, near to 
Llanymyneck. There were three sectionsof iron bars, lin. or rather more apart ; 
one section of upright bars, two sections of horizontal ; two sections were lin. 
bars, and one of the sections was 2in. bars. If fish got to the grating the force 
of the current would carry them through. 

The Chairman stated that they had come to a decision that on the day in 
question the grating placed across the feeder was not sufficient to prevent the 
descent of samlets, and they further held that there-was no legal evidence before 
them showing that the grating had been approved of by one of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors. The defendant company would be fined £1 and costs. 

The learned counsel asked the magistrates to grant hima case, but the applica- 
ion was refused. 





HEAVY FINES FOR DISTURBING SALMON 

2 BEDS. 
At Ballymacarhony Petty Sessions, on Tuesday last, before L. W. Leachman, 
Esq., and Dr. Walsh, presiding magistrates. Thos. Power, water-bailiff, prose- 
cuted Richard and William Hart for disturbing a spawning bed in the river 
Nire (a tributary of the Suir). The former defendant was standing on the 
bank of the river with a gaff in his hand and his trousers tucked up to his knees, 
looking up the river as if expecting fish to come, and would not leave when 
cautioned by water-bailiff, while the latter defendant (William Hart) was 
throwing stones into the river above the spawning bed as if to frighten the 
salmon down. He, too, would not leave, and said he was only amusing himself. 
Mr. E. Burke, solicitor, prosecuted on behalf of the Conservators. Defendants 
pleaded not guilty, but were ultimately convicted and fined, Richard Hart 
£4 and 10s. costs, or two months imprisonment, and William was fined £1 and 
10s. costs. 

The reason for such heavy fines was that the Nire is a regular hotbed of 
salmon poachers in the spawning seasons, who have such a code of signals and 
such a watch on police and bailiffs, that it is almost impossible to catch them. 
Incalculable mischief is done, and stringent measures have to be used to put it 
down. 


ON SPAWNING 





A Pike or 101b. Cavcut witi Jack or 41b.—On Saturday, at Pebley Pond, 
near Barlbro’, a party of fishermen from Mosbro’ were busy at work with the 
minnow, when one of them, Mr. Wm. Goddard, hooked a fine “ jack,” about 
4lb. in weight. Before securing him, however, a finely-fed pike, 101b. in weight, 
attacked the “jack,” and after a little expert handling both fish were safely 
landed. Pebley Pond is a large sheet of water on the Barlbro’ Hall Estate, 
about six miles from Chesterfield, Derbyshire, and is much frequented in the 
season by Sheffield anglers. Mr. Kirkby rents the old wayside public-house, 
Pebley Inn, and has the right of fishing. Tickets are issued for boat or bank at 
nominal charges. 

Larce Take or Prxe.—A party of gentlemen from Nottingham, having 
only three rods, whilst fishing in the private water of a landed proprietor in this 
county last Tuesday, caught thirty-one pike, twenty-six of which they returned 
to the water, although they were over 10lb. each. The five pike brought to 
Nottingham weighed 75lb., the largest turning 2131b. They were on exhibition 
yesterday at Mr. Warsop’s shop in the Quadrant, Goldsmith-sireet. 

WE learn that Messrs. Cassell and Company have made arrangements to includean 
illustrated deseriptive account of the campaign now proceeding in the Soudan in 
“ Recent British Battles,” by Mr, James Grant, the issue of which has just been 
commenced in monthly paris. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully inwites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen,to try his standard FLIES for the preserm season. No fires sent or made yp but what 
hehimseff‘has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is nequised, from-gemttemen who cen fh, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. ,Paizonised by‘ some*of“the best-fishesmen ofthe day. Avi-fies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks.. Prices; Point"Flies 2s.’6d: per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADY‘.) 
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For both Fly, Minnow, and Worm—the BEST LINES yet introduced.—(Vide English and American Sporting Press.) 


Send for Samples. 


Free to all Applicants. 


The New Acme 16-Plait Double-Dressed Lines, 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


We supply on the following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. é 


WHY DO WE OFFER THIS ONE-SIDED ADVANTAGE? 


Because we are confident the improved line is nearer perfection than any other make or style of line on sale. 
These Metal Centre Lines are used by the highest living authorities, and are rapidly, by sheer force of merit, acquiring world-wide popularity. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT PATENT ON LABEL. List of Specialities in Rods, Reels, and Descriptive Catalogues of Flies, Fly Books, Lines, &c., largest in English 
Post Free, 2 stamps. 


FOSTER BROTEERS, 


ASHBOURNE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & (Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, ~ 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 













New Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


(Can be regulated to any 


stiffness at will), FOR HOLDING 


EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 





Improved 
Folding => A Large Assort- 
—— t of Salmon 
Trout jmoen 


= Sea Trout, Lake 
Trout, and Trout 

Nets Flies kept in 
(Very Light). Stock, 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT, 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C, 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especially advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff, 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s, Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s, 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


Landing 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 % Putney. 

45 i“ Hammersmith, 
aaal59 Barnes, 

D0 ” Kew. 

75 ij Richmond. 

80 - Twickenham, 

85 tS Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 





For Timrs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, March i Oiises re 5.43 ae ota 6.2 
Sunday, K Sales. hog 6.23 “nt aes 6.44 
Monday, + OV hese ms 7.8 ook Rs 7.34 
Tuesday, ‘. MO Pace 500 8.6 583 ous 8.40 
Wednesday, _,, LAM eter ; 9.22 ose See 10.8 
Thursday, ,, 12 ees roe 10.50 aso Sa 11.26 
Friday, > 13 11.58 oo <3 12.0 


Re River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher af the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The river up to the middle ef the week has been in good fishable order, and if there 
had been more anglers out, there would have been considerably more results to place 
on record. The rainfall of Tuesday would, doubtless, cause the river to rise again 
and disturb the condition of the water. The mild weather has caused the barbel to 
be on the move, and Mr. Thomas Ball has been amongst them again on Saturday 
last, taking them up to 91b. each. In reference to the barbel there is an interesting 
item from Hampton Court. A gentleman, who is now on the committee of the 
T.A.P.S., about two years ago, whilst fishing for trout during the close season for 
coarse fish, caught a fine barbel, and afterwards took it to the Castle Hotel for the 
purpose of ascertaining its weight—it weighed 7lb., and before returning it to the 
river again he put a ring in the back fin. Nothing has been heard of it since until last 
week, when it was caught by a gentleman fishing with Thomas Wheeler in the same 
place where it was taken before. It then weighed 91b., and the ring still remained in 
the back fin; but, with the growth of the fish, had become somewhat embedded. It 
has been sent for preservation. In view of the protection of the roach spawn, Mr. 
A. J. Little, of Twickenham, has constructed a hurdle, interlaced with pea sticks, 
which may be seen by any of the anglers on application to Mr. Wright, at the White 
Swan Hotel, Twickenham, near the Ferry. This is placed opposite the boughs where 
the fish spawn, and then protected by a wire netting fence. The hurdle is well worth 
inspection. Mr, Cooper, the ferryman here, has just had built a new ferry boat, 
which, for convenience and size, must be about one of the best on the Thames, 
and it is light and handsome in construction. ‘The old wherry boat he has 
liberally presented to the T.A.P.S. for sinking purposes, and, therefore, he is 
deserving of support. Two other boats have been purchased, making three in all, 
for putting in that neighbourhood when all is right for the purpose. Mr, Alfred 
Mackrill has also kindly presented a couple of old punts for the Walton district, 
and whenever punts can be obtained the work of sinking them in suitable places will 
be done, : 

ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Mr. Hugh Marston, fishing for four days with Henry Mansell, has 
taken 50lb. weight of roach and dace. The other fishing has been for dace. 
Henry Howard, in one day, securing four and a half dozen, Job Brain three dozen, 
and F, Brown four dozen. One of the bank anglers, in one day, got four dozen, and 
others have had some good sport. 

Twickenham.—Richard Coxen, in a couple of days, caught twelve and a half 
dozen of dace. James Coxen, in the same time, twelve dozen. John Spong and 
Edward Finch have each had three days with the same result, eighteen dozen 
of dace. 


Teddington.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, seven dozen of dace. Mr, Thomas 


Ball, with F. Kemp, has been amongst the barbel, but there has been a difficulty 
in finding out the exact number. Charles Baldwin, in one day, four dozen of dace, 


Kingston.—J ohn Johnson, senr., in a day anda half, has taken seven dozen of 
dace ; and John Johnson, junr., in the same time, four dozen of dace and a jack of 
4lb. The bank anglers here, and at Surbiton, have done well amongst the roach 
and dace, 


Hampton Court.—The fishermen have been pretty well employed, and they 


needed it, for they have had very little to do this winter, owing to the water, 
Thomas Milbourne has been out four days and taken eighteen dozen of dace and a 
jack of 3lb. Charles Davis has had three days with seventeen dozen of dace. Con, 
Davis, in one day, three and a half dozen. John Smith, in a couple of days, four 
dozen of dace and three jack, the largest 33l1b. Thomas Wheeler, in two days, ten 
dozen of dace and a barbel of 91b, The bank anglers have had some good fishing 
amongst the roach and dace. 

Shepperton.—J. ames Haslett, in one day, a bream of 231b. and some roach, 

Staines.—Charles Hone, in one day, six brace of perch, two dozen of roach and 
dace, and a small jack, which was put back again ; and another day, with Mr. Mason, 


one dozen of roach. Mr. Donaldson, with F. Collyer, in one day, two dozen of — 
roach; and John Keene, jun., in four days, eleven dozen of roach and dace, five chub 


and four and a half brace of perch. e 


UPPER THAMES. 


Two hours’ work on the river yesterday convinced me that for a few days fishing 
with success is out of the question. Without rain, and with some frost, the river 
might get into something like workable trim before the close of the season ; but at 
present the water is bank high, and, to depart from the usual proverbial piscatorial 
phraseology, is the colour of gravy soup. Few catches have been made between 
Staines and Eynsham, and those to hand not worthy of record.—_MARLOW BUZZ, 


s 
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Thames (Datchet). 


Beautiful weather, but a great deal too much rain. The river to-day is as high as 
ever. Will be right by about Tuesday ; and there is not much time left, Mr. Carey 
has taken a few roach and barbel.—G. LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Eynsham). 

Since sending my report last week there has been heavy rainfall again in this dis- 
trict. The Thames is, therefore, still flooded, but to-day (Thursday) is clearing and 
going down, A friend and myself went to the Evenlode on Tuesday, and although 
it was a very rough day, we had a very nice take of roach and chub with lob-worms. 
The water is now in good condition for roach and perch, and will do for chubbing 
with pith in’a day or two,—W. B. Howe. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water now thick, but in good order for roach and perch—worm fishing. If it keeps 
fine, the water will be in good order for jack about Monday. I have had one day 
since my last report—two dozen of roach and perch.—JOHN RusH. 

Thames (Windsor). 


My prediction that water would remain thick for rest of the season 1884—5 is in 


a fair way of being realised. To.day the river has risen quite a foot, doubtless due 


‘to the very heavy rain which fell on the 3rd inst, 


Beyond a few good-sized roach 
and perch taken with worm in the quieter waters, nothing has been done this last 
week. When the sun has had full power several trout have been seen moving, in 
spite of a very thick andhigh water. The large number of good-sized trout placed 
jin these waters of late years by the Windsor and Eaton Angling Preservation 
Society, ought to be productive of excellent sport in the future, and I think if we 
get good water the season for them, which opens April 1st, will be a good one. I 
intend reporting from time to time, as of yore, the whereabouts of those worthy of 


. capture, and sincerely hope the fly will be more freely used on those waters suited 


._ for this, the highest branch of the art. 


We have in this neighbourhood an excel- 
lent stretch of water for the fly ; but it is notorious that on the Thames ninety-nine 
out of every hundred resort to spinning and live-baiting, doubtless more killing, but 


_less meritorious than with fly—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme District. 

The waters are once more discoloured by heavy rains and angling is at a stand- 
still. Trout fishing opened on Monday ; but, so far as I can ascertain, anglers have 
wisely abstained from fishing as yet. The fish are far from being in good condition, 
and would, if cooked, I have no doubt, prove quite insipid——THomaAs F orp, 


Ballyshannon (Co. Donegal). 


Bundrowes river. During the past week the weather here has been very unsettled’ 


_ Strong east wind, and almost incessant rain has caused the river to rise so rapidly 


that it is now overflowing its banks for a considerable distance on either side, so'that 


angling, in its present state, is out of the question. Before the floods began J, M. M. 


got a nice fish on the upper wates, weighing 103lb.; he also hooked another, but 
failed to land him. A few trout were taken with worm, none of which weighed 
over 31b. Salmon are running fast into Lough Melvin, owing to the big flood in the 


river, and good sport will be had as soon as we have some fine weather.—GREEN 


' few hours on Tuagh, and got one salmon 931b. 


PARSON. : 
Ballynahinch. 
Since last Wednesday, the 25th ult., the above has only been fished by myself a 
Waters are in very fair order, but 
rather too much east wind.—WALTER BLACKADDER, 


The Carra Lake and Rivers (Kerry). 


The salmon and white trout fishing 1885, which began on last ten days of January 
and all February months, has been well served through floods—viz., a double rain- 


_fall, letting the fish up from the tideway at the bridge over the Lower Carra river, 


M. R. Z. A. 


and an ascent of 54ft. on one Irish mile, 2,200 yards, of river. Also, the netting on 
the lower (great) lake is much diminished, as only one boat on it with nets for some 
years, so the rod fishing, especially for trout, is now much restored. On Tuesday I 
was offered two white trout, each 41b,, caught by salmon cyoss-lines, and J am told 
rods have caught twenty small trout per day each rod through February,— 


Chichester. 


Although we have had some favourable weather during the past week, anglers 
have not been very successful. Pike seem quite off feed, although some few fish 
may be seen disporting themselves ; but they are too wary to becaught. Mr. Young 
has lately taken some good perch—one fine fish of 231b., one scaling 12lb., with 
several smaller ones, all taken with brandling. ‘“ Dad's” Brandlings are a picture 
good enough to entice any member of the finny tribe. If the most painstaking 
member of our fraternity cannot secure fish, none can. Selham has not been 
patronised, and the Ouse, with the exception of a few good roach, has been unre- 
munerative—GEORGE F. SALTER, 

; Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 

Ihave very little to report since my last, We have had a good deal of rain to-day 
(Wednesday), in fact, too much for anglers turning out ; but by the end of the week 
water will bein good order for trout fishing, if it keeps fine.—F’. B. 


The Dove. 


Again has the weather become unsettled, and our river is running very high, 


strong, and full of colour, angling for the next few days being practically stopped. 


‘taken have been few and far between, 


There has been no great rise of grayling on since my last, and the baskets of fish 
We have now all but reached the end of the 
coarse fish season, Mr. Mundella’s Act coming into force on the 15th March. On 
the whole, I think it will be allowed that the season has been a fairly good one, and 
it is generally held on our water that the results of the Act have been of a beneficial 
character. When the river recovers its condition the attack on the trout will com- 
mence in right good earnest. There is any quantity of early spring fly now on the 


water.—THE SPLODGER. ; 
Eden (Carlisle). 

The river has only been in trim for salmon-fishing two days, March 3rd and 4th, 
and is now in high flood again, and, what is worse, the hills are covered with snow, 
which will puta stop to trout fishing for some time, It is, perhaps, as well, for 
trout early in March are no better for the table than an old salmon kelt, though 


‘there is always a demand for them from the hotels for the “ commercial’s * break- 
fasts. The yolk of an egg and a few breadcrumbs cover a multitude of sins. I have 


heard of two fish being killed on Tuesday the 3rd, one of 121b. by Colonel Sharp at 
Crosby, and another by a gentleman in the Warwick Hall water. Several kelts have 
been landed, but spring fish, though plentiful, and generally free from disease, have 
so far been very shy.—SILVER GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 

At the latter part of last week the weather and the tides admitted of some good 
fishing for about two hours in the afternoon of each day. Several “scalies” and a 
few trout in good condition were landed below the dam at Ruswarp. Since then 
much disappointment has been felt at the return of the cold east winds, especially 
so as the tides suit well. Several anglers have been out, but the cold wind drove 
them home again, and nothing has been done.—J. J. J. 


Exe (Tiverton)- ¢ 
The river is now in good condition—fish sporting well. Early in the week some 
very good baskets were made on the upper water of the association. Nothing kills 
better than Halfstone and Blue Uprights——-Wm, MuprForp, 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


117 


Exe and Barle. 

The water is now in prime order, yet trout have of late risen fitfully rather than 
well. One rod took only one fish up to 1 o'clock to-day, and after that made his 
number 17. The killing flies have been Blue Uprights, Silver Twist, Moor, Palmer, 
Heron’s Blue. Weather open and enticing.—Cuas. W. NELDER, 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing.—The weather for the past fortnight has been anything but favour- 
Bee fon ones cera, at or rod-line fishers. A few pout and codlin have been 
ug 18 week Irom the boats. Sport from the pier-head and jett 7 
Weather to-day fine—E. Comer, 3 i fea ahi nc 
Lea (Tottenham). 


Several jack were killed in the beginning of the week. Mr. Passmore got a hand- 
some brace of fish weighing together over 13lb; Mr. Culfe, one 31b. ; and a gentle- 
ae ne wat ie paren cehiae two, one 33lb. and one 241b. Tuesday’s rain 

iscoloure é water ; but to-day (Thursday) it is rapidl tting int 
Spain tide etna yC y) s rapidly getting into good order 
Lea (Ware). 


If ever anglers had a good finish before the fence, better than now, it would be 
good indeed, for if they mixed the water up at home they could not have it in better 
condition than it will be after to-day, as it has been ina state of fleod for two days, 
but is now fining down beautiful. I have seen some good roach in my time; but on 
March 1st I saw the best show of roach that I ever saw, take them all round. They 
averaged 41b., plenty of 31b. The gentlemen that I saw were OC. Burnett, A. Chart, 
H. Chart, T. Barr, and I heard that Mr. Newton, of the Metropolitan, had a very 
handsome perch. The weather to-night (Thursday) is turning colder. Anglers 
wishing to get good fish should bait with ground-bait.— HARRY PAGE, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The rain that we had on Tuesday made the river rather thick ; but if we do not get 
any more rain, it will be all right in a day or two, There was a nice take of perch 
on Monday, and one nice chub.—Wwa. CowELL. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are both high and coloured since our last report, owing to the 
heavy downpour of rain which has been had in this district the last few days. The 
water up to Monday night was in capital fishing order, but the rain has put a stop 
to it for a few days. Before the waters rose, some good fishing was had, and good 
lots of fish have been taken with the worm and maggot. On Saturday a gentleman 
tried the arrow, and took a nice dish of trout, averaging 41b. each with the worm. 
In the Lugg, near to Aymestry, a few fish were taken with the maggot. The Lugg, 
near the town, was tried on Monday, and a few good-sized fish were landed with the 
worm. A capital dish of trout were landed from the Arrow with the maggot. 
There has been but little doing near Irvington, The Pinsley is high and fishing 
quiet,—_GWYNNE, 

Medway (Tunbridge.) 


The river fined down sufficiently to enable roach to be taken about the end of last 
and beginning of this week. They bite well at a worm. However, on Tuesday it 
rained again, and the result is that the river is again thick enough to walk upon, 
and angling altogether out of the question. It looks asif the 15th March will arrive 
before we have another chance of fishing —YE MEDWAY WATER RAT. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Therain which fell on Tuesday has caused the river to overflow and made it unfish- 
able, for it is very thick, and will be for some days. I had one more chance on 
Saturday, and took three, the largest going 43lb., but I am afraid there will not be 
much more done this season. I was out on Monday and Tuesday with a gentleman, 
but did no good, for the cold winds made it very unpleasant although the water was 
in good condition. After I posted my last report I saw some very fine roach and two 
jack that were taken that day (Thursday), one roach 141b. and jack 6lb., the other 
421b, ; they were taken by one of our local anglers—H. Rout. 


Seiont and Gwrfai (Carnarvon). 


The season opened here last Monday, but sport was not very good. The weather 
continues very cold and both rivers are high, in fact, too high for any pleasure. The 
snow. on the surrounding mountains is melting, and snow water goes much 
against good fishing. The fish caught were in very fair condition. On the upper 
reaches the trout are allin good colour. I saw some fine specimens from the South 
Carnarvonshire rivers, and they were hard and strong and beautiful in colour. 
Several anglers were out on Monday, and the average take was about 3lb. The 
Harling with rabbit’s ear body seems to have been the favoured fly, the Dun and 
Woodcock are also very good killers this time of the year. Next week, if the weather 
be favourable and we have no more rain, promises to afford splendid sport for the 
fly, for there are plenty of fish in both rivers.—PyYscoTwR. 


Severn (Kidderminster). 


The Severn has been in splendid condition for angling the last three or four days. 
A good many rods have been out the last week, and some good takes of fish have 
been the result, the catches varying from 4lb, to 24lb. per rod. I had a turn one 
afternoon, and succeeded in taking 41b. of dace with the cockspur worm. Though 
the worm fishers have done well, the paste anglers have been successful. One angler 
took 6lb. of roach with the last-named bait on the Ist inst. There has been a good 
fall of rain this week, which will probably put another flush in the river; the soil 
being saturated, the rain soon finds it way into the stream. I have not heard of any 
more eels being taken lately that have trespassed on the salmon ova, Iam sorry to 
say the Great Western Railway Company are not so generous to the provincial 
anglers as to the Metropolitan fishermen. The Birmingham and district amalga- 
mated angling societies have been petitioning the company for the last six months, 
and about 2,000 anglers signed the petition ; but the company have refused to grant 
them the privilege ticket. Itis a great pity, as it will be the means of a great 
many anglers stopping at home. Certainly we have water of our own, but that is 
not everything—fresh scenes and pastures new make angling doubly enjoyable. 
We can get to the Severn from Kidderminster in an hour on shanks’s pony, or by the 
omnibus for 4d., so the railway company will not be patronised to any great extent 
by the Kidderminster anglers, nor especially not by yours very respectfully—H. 
EARP. 

Severn (Gloucester). 


Owing to the high tides and the almost continual rain, the river Severn is very 
high and thick, and will not be in anything like condition for fishing for some 
days. The Gloucester and Berkeley Canal has this week yielded good sport with the 
roach and pike, two anglers returning one day with a good basket of the former, 
taken with paste, and four pike, the largest weighing 91b. A gentleman from 
London has been trying the various pools here for pike with snap tackle, and he has 
met with very fair success. ‘lhe trout are well on the feed, and, contrary to my 
previous experience at this time of year, are in first-class condition. I saw a basket 
of five and a half brace which had been taken to-day (Thursday) with the worm ; 
they were bright and plump in appearance, and appeared to have thoroughly re- 
covered from the spawning. Their arriving at good condition so early is, no doubt, 
to be attributed to the very mild winter we have experienced.—SINGLE HAIR, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

This river is too high to admit of angling, and the rain, which has fallen severa 1 
times during the week, still threatens to delay the commencement of the fishing 
season by keeping the river more or less full. The only fish that I have heard of 
being taken were a few at Uffington by two anglers whose baskets contained a fair 
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sample of perch, chub, and dace. Fyas, whose face is well known on _the banks of 
the Severn around Shrewsbury, has fished several times in Beck’s Field and taken a 
few rough fish. Mr. Ellis has tried the minnow on the Coton Hill Ford, as well as 
the Welsh Bridge, but has up to the present time been unsuccessful in his endea- 


vours. Mr. Jones, who fishes at Newton, has “ drawn first blood,” by taking a, 


nice salmon, weighing 1341b., in the catch commonly known as the Freestone Pool. 
Col, Masefield has again shown the interest he takes in encouraging the preservation 
of fish by offering to the Shrewsbury and Severn Angling Society several thou- 
sand trout fry. This is the third consecutive season that has made similar gifts.— 
SHYERN SALMON. 

South of Ireland. 

Tap LEE.—The river Lee has again been flooded this week, and few days have 
been fit for angling. March has now set in with a cold easterly wind, and better 
sport may be expected. During the past fortnight there has been a decided im- 
provement in angling in the north section of the river near Macroom, From that 
district I hear of five being killed by Captain Abbott in two days; one by his 
brother, Captain W. Abbott, six by a fisherman named Kellcher, and four by a 
gentleman named Leadin, Sir Augustus Warren and his party have also been busy, 
nineteen salmon having fallen to four rods in eight or ten days. Mr, M. F. Barry, 
a good angler, has taken five, and Mr. Munhear six. Dr. Hackett had one of 101b. 
On Saturday, Colonel Curtis and party had tem; Mr. Fergus and Mr. Luke, two ; 
Mr. Beamishtand Major Broderick, eight. 


The Suir and its Tributaries. 

Notwithstanding the extremely high state of the flood some good sport was-had last 
week on the upper portions of the river. Col. Peyton got a 30lb. salmon on Monday ; 
also one 20lb., and several smaller. Mr. Deacon, 14 salmon since he began—28lb., 
251b., 171b., and the rest averaging 14lb.—on the Ardfinan, Neddins, and Rathogaly 
waters ; James Curry two, 18lb. and 91b.; Tom Mill one, 18lb.; and on Kilecommon 
demesne, Mr. B. Sargent and Mr. Rochfort one each, 16lb. each, on Saturday.— 
RICHARD BRADFORD. 

Tame and Trent (Alrewas). 


Both these rivers rising rapidly, and will not be fishable for some days, 
done during the past week. 


Nothing 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This water is now high and muddy since the heavy downpour of rain which was 
had in this part (on Monday night and all day on Taesday). Up to Monday evening 
the water was in good fishing order, and some good fish have been landed with the 
worm and maggot, which have been the baitschiefly used. In the water near Roch- 
ford, on Saturday, a gentleman took a nice lot of trout with the worm. Some good 
fish haye been landed with the maggot near the town. On Monday the water was 
fished with the worm, and a good dish of trout was caught, averaging 3lb. each. A 
nice lot of fish were taken in the water near Little Hereford with the worm. It 
rained hard on Tuesday, and we did not hear of anyone venturing out. Iishing near 
Stanton quiet. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are now coloured, and not in good order 
for fishing, and but little fishing has been done.—WORCHSTER. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

There has not much been doing around this neighbourhood during the last few 
days, owing to the very unsettled state of the weather. On Monday night and nearly 
all day on Tuesday, a nasty east wind was blowing and a heavy downpour of rain ; 
this disturbed the waters co that they have again run high and coloured. On Satur- 
day the fly was tried up the Park waters, but with no effect. On Wednesday an 
angler by Saltmoor caughta couple of brace of fairly-sized perch with the red worm. 
The fly was tried again on Wednesday, but not a fish would rise. The Corveis rather 
too much coloured for the angler, The Clun is still high and not in good angling 
order, and the other streams are in like condition. If the weather clears up, the 
waters in a day or two will again be in proper order.—S. LUDLOW. 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 


The fishing has commenced, and some good fish have been taken in the upper 
water. Captain Townsend has had some very fair catches, the trout being in 
excellent condition. One gentleman caught a very fine fish weighing 23lb., anda 
short time before, Mr. Puddicomhe, of Exeter, caught a splendid trout over 3lb. and 
over 20in. in length. These I believe to be some of the Loch Leven trout, as the 
Rey. T. H. Montgomery, of Sutcombe, who has some breeding ponds for them, 
informed me some time back that a large number had escaped and got in the river, 
Water rather foul at present.—JOHN BLAKE. 


Trent (Newark). 


The water cleared down last week sooner than I expected, and got into fairish 
condition by Saturday ; the sharp frosts of the latter end of the week helping it a 
good deal. A few chub were killed, with pith and brains for bait ; but nothing very 
heavy, so far as I could learn. This week the weather changed to very heavy rains ; 
causing the water to come on again. A few anglers were out yesterday, and thought 
they would be able to do a little by catching the water on the rise ; but nothing 
worth mentioning was done. Heavy rain is still the order of the day, and at the 
time of writing (Thursday night) the river is tearing down in high flood, and very 
much discoloured ; in fact, nearly bank full, and the colour of sand; so I am afraid 
it is all up for this coarse-fishing season, unless it clears down very quickly indeed. 
—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Welsh Harp Fishery (Hendon.) 


We had a few subscribers down on the Ist inst. The only fish taken were a jack 
of 101b. 80z., and one of 31b. 14oz., both taken by Mr. Holman, of the North-Western 
Anglers. The big fish was “full,” andthe small one had spawned.—H. C. 

[We should hope these fish were returned to the water; the one to leave her 
thousands of eggs in the water, the other to recover from spawning.—ED. | 


Wye and Derwent. 

The latter end of last week and Monday was very favourable weather for fishing, 
and a great number of anglers turned out, both on the Wye and Derwent, both fly 
and bottom-fishing, and some excellent baskets of grayling were taken with the fly 
on those days. The bottom-fishers also had some good baskets of mixed fish with 
worms for bait, including grayling, trout, perch, roach, anddace. The fish were killed 
mostly off the Whatstandwell length, and the “‘ free” waters on various parts of the 
Derwent. Messrs. Higginbottom and Smith, of Matlock Bath, have taken several 
pike lately off the Derwent, near to Whatstandwell, by line bait, fishing with small 
dace. On Tuesday we had a thoroughly wet day, which rose both rivers a good deal, 
and quite put a stop to fly-fishing for a few days. To-day (Thursday) the Derwent 
is in good condition for worm-fishing, and fair baskets of mixed fish have been 
killed, the largest basket being taken by D. P. Pearson, Hsq., of Nottingnam, with 


worm.—Gr0. JAS. EATON. 
The Yore (Hawes). 


To-day (Tuesday) a snowstorm in full swing. Wind E., barometer low. Should 
she wind change, angling prospects would increase. Some good baskets were made 
during the latter part of last week, notably on Thursday, when Mr. Hd. Taylor took 
15 brace of nice-sized fish with bottom bait ; Mr. Robt. Hunter had 73 and 5 brace 
on Thursday and Friday respectively. Other anglers had equally good takes; but I 
do not hear of any ancients being brought to bank. We have lost two ardent 
anglers lately : one would sooner talk about fish and fishing than get his dinner, 
and who had an inexhaustible fund of anecdotes anent the art. This individual 
was called Rd. Clapham ; he died very suddenly. He used to tell a story about his 
fishing from Hardron Beck foot to Hell Ghyll and back (a distance of about 24 miles), 
without haying a bite, and he used to say: ‘ Thou kna’s et was'nt ut there wasnt 
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fish, for there were fifty where there is one now.” The other piscator who has shuffled 
off this mortal coil is Mr. C: B.\Johnson. This gentleman was in business in Hawes 
for many years as chemist and druggist and general merchant. A splendid fly- 
fisher, as well as a first-class fly dresser, he excelled in this particular branch of the 
sport. He took great interest in the local association, and being a genial spirit, his 
loss will be felt by many. “‘ Peace to their manes.” I see from the yearly report of the 
Ingleton Association that the price of day tickets has been reduced from 2s. 6d. to 
1s.,—a most wise proceeding I consider it to be. In these days of cheap trips the 
Ingletonians will soon find their funds materially increased. The price of tickets is 
now— Season, 5s.; day, 1s. They have also made another wise resolvye—viz., to 
begin restocking. I should advise Levenensis for the purpose for the particular 
stream they intend to commence with. I wish the Hawes Association would take a 
wrinkle from this, as well as from the next resolution the Ingleton Association have 
passed—viz., to fine any member of the Association having in his possession trout 
under five inches in length. The fineincreases from 1s. to 2s. 6d. for each fish, and on 
the third conviction eviction from the Association is the consequence. If the length 
had been fixed at seven instead of five inches, I think it would have been more bene- 
ficial, for Ido not consider any fish under 4lb. ought to be taken from water con- 
taining an abundance of fish above that weight ; but I amafraid “ pot hunting” is 
becoming too rampant for my wishes ever to be consummated. Trout fishing com- 
mences too early in this district, If I had my way the angling should not com- 
mence before Good Friday at the earliest, I consider Good Friday quite early enough 
—J, CORRY, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


DeE (ABERDEENSHIRE.)—Pretty good sport was got on one or two of the beats 
last week. Mr. Turney Farley at Cairnton had good sport, as also had Colonel Hills. 
A fair number of fish escaped the nets and got up to the Banchory waters. The 
volume of water for several days was considerable ; but, heavy as it was, it proved 
less muddy than it would have done had there been fewer big waters so recently. 
As a consequence the fish when running kept weil in mid-stream, and the nets did 
not intercept them nearly so effectually as would have been the case in a dirty 
water with fish creeping slowly up close to the banks for shelter from stress of 
water. The nets have been doing poorly for the last couple of days. The river is 
decreasing in volume now, and should it continue in something like its present size, 
good sport, if the weather gets mild may soon be expected on the Aboyne and the 
upper waters. The best killing flies up to date have been Gordon, Dunt, Peacock, 
Gray Heron, Ackroyd, and Dodger. Dayid Duguid, rod maker, died here the other 
day after a somewhat protracted illness. For the past thirty years:he has been 
largely patronised by the nobility and gentry in Scotland, and his death, at the 
comparatively early age of 63, will be heard of with regret by many who are 
fortunate enough to possess one of David Duguid’s best greenheart salmon rods, 

Thursday Night.—The Tay all last week was running in high flood, so that little 
was done. Since Monday the river has been in fair ply, although rather high in the 
lower part. On the upper reaches splendid sport is being got. The following area few 
of the takes : The Derculich Keeper, three, 19lb., 1641b., 171b. Castle Menzies : Sir 
Robert Menzies, two, 18lb. each. Findynate: Mr. Andrew M‘Hwin, three (new run 
fish), 40lb., 301b., 181b. Chislet Water: Hon. M‘Grevill, one, 241b.; Mr. Stewart 
Menzies, one, 22lb.; Mr. Handyside, one, 241b. ; the keeper, one, 22lb. Grantully : 
Mr. Robert M‘Intosh, two, 23lb., 21lb.; the keeper, one, 1631b.; Major Under- 
wood, a nice basket of trout; Sir Donald Currie’s keeper, one, 161b. ; Mr. Menzies’ 
keeper, one, 21lb. Murthly: Mr. Grenhill, London, one, 15lb.; Mr. Pople, one, 
10lb. Cargill : Captain Bird, one, 1731b.’ Burnmouth: Mr. Ireland, two, 121b., 151b. 
Redforton: Mr. Young, one, 241b.; Peter M‘Neill (casting), three, 18lb., 1SIb., 
12lb. Large baskets of whiting are daily being caught in the neighbourhood of 
Perth, both in the Tay and Karn. Mr. Lawson on Monday caught 40 whiting, and 
on Wednesday, on the Harn, Mr. Beattie took 36,and Mr. Armstrong 26. Loch Tay : 
Since my last report Mr. White, London, took one, 21lb.; Mr. Carter, two, 25lb., 
19lb. ; Mr. Stewart, two, 27lb., 201b. ; Mr. Wimbush, one, 231b.; Captain M‘Kenzie, 
three, 241b., 171b., 15lb.; Hon. M. Grevill, one, 241b. ; Mr. Stewart Menzies, one, 
22lb. Thursday: Mr. Greenhill, four fish, 33lb., 18lb., 22lb., 211b. ; Mr. Blair, one, 
254b.; Mr. Hutchinson, one, 171b. 


DEE (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—For the better part of the week ending Saturday 
the 28th, the water was too big for most of the reaches hereabout. Yet, in spite of 
that drawback, fair sport was obtained, which indicates with a certainty that there 
must be a great many fish making their way to the upper reaches of the river, and 
we will be disappointed if we do not hear of some excellent sport being had shortly” 
on the Aboyne and Glen Tana fishings. Altogether, twenty-one fish were got on 
this part of the water, all of which were in excellent condition. On Sir William 
Feilding’s water nine fish were landed during the week, varying from Slb. to 10lb. 
On Monday, Wm. Lamond, Esq., had one of 931b. on the Norton House water, and 
Mr. Chas. Farquhar one of 10lb. on the Carlogie water. On Wednesday, Wm. 
Lamond, Esq., had two of 631b. and 731b. respectively, and General McIntyre, V.C., 
two of 74lb. each on the Norton House water. On Thursday, Admiral Farquhar had 
one of 191b. on the Carlogie water and John Harper one of 10lb. on the Desswood 
water ; and on Saturday, Mr. Lamond had two of 74lb. and 1431b. on the Norton 
House water. On the Commonty water, the Finzean keepers had two of 8b. and 
101b. respectively. The Gordon was again the favourite fly—WILLIAM BLACKLAWS 
AND SON, 


DrE (ABOYNE).—In the early part of the week the river ran in flood, and no sport 
was had. On Friday, two keepersjkilled two salmon on the Aboyne Castle water, 
841b. and 91b., and on the Hotel water Major Ross had one salmon, Mr. J. Milne one 
83lb. On Monday, on the Hotel water, J. Wasson, Esq., one 91b. Tuesday ditto, 
Colonel Egerton, one salmon 13lb. Tuesday, Aboyne Castle water, Captain 
Wormald, cne salmon 82lb. The water is getting in good fishing order now, and 
good sport is expected next week. Itis hard to say what is the best killing bait, 
as some have been killed by the minnow and some by various flies —-W. BEATTIE. 


Dre, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Ballater: The river getting into better condition. A few 
fish have been got. Hotel water, J. Muller, Hsq., Wednesday, 25th ult., one fish 
of 101b.; Thursday 26th ult., one 91b.; Monaltrie water, James Harper, Wednesday, 
25th ult., one, 91b.; Thomas Kinnaird, Tuesday, 3rd inst,° one, 91b.; Keeper, 
Monday, 2nd inst.,83lb. Pannanich water, A. Grant, keeper to J. T. Mackenzie, 
Esq., Saturday, 28th ult., one 8lb.; T. Grant, Tuesday, 3rd. inst., 91b. Anglers are 
expecting sport to improve every day ; but a great many kelts are in the water yet. 
G. SMITH. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE.—The Dee was in flood during the greater part of last 
week. Several anglers were at work in the upper reaches on Saturday, and landed 
a fair number of trout. The floods have taken a great many kelts seaward. No 
clean fish have been taken, so far as I can learn, in the upper waters yet. Very 
little has been done in the Urr.—W. B. . 





BancHory District.—Wednesday :__Inchmarlo, Dr. Wright, one fish, 7lb.; 
Cairnton, T. Turner Farley, Esq., two fish. Thursday : Inchmarle, Dr. Wright, five 
fish from 91b. to 12lb, ; Crathes and Kineskie, Grimble, three fish ; Cairnton, Turner 
Farley, nine fish ; Woodend, Farnell Watson, two fish ; Lower Blackhall, Col. Hills, 
five fish. Friday; River in flood, Saturday: Cairnton, Farley, nine fish, 21]b., 
101b., 101b., 101b., 71b., 71b., 71b., 731b., and 91b.; Inchmarlo, Dr. Wright, two fish, 
92lb, and 731b. : Monday : Cairnton, Turner Farley, five fish ; Inchmarlo, Dr.Wright, 
two fish; Woodend, Farnell Watson, Esq., one fish, 21lb. \Tuesday : Woodend, 
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Farnell Watson, Hsq.. four fish, 20lb., 7Ib., 7lb., and 101b. ; Cairnton, Turner Farley, 
’ Esq., 11 fish, from 71b. to 11lb.; Invery, 8. Barker, two fish, 10lb. and 81b. 


Locx TAay.—The salmon fishing on this favourite resort has proved this year to 
be much better than was anticipated. During the past three weeks excellent sport 
' has been obtained on the various stations, and with good weather anglers may con- 
fidently look forward to an exceptionally good return. When Loch Tay was first 
. opened for salmon fishing, the Kenmore Hotel water generally proved at the beginning 
- of the season to be the best, as the salmon were caught on entering the loch, and it 
was only as the season advanced that anglers on the western stations had a chance 
to catch such fish as made their way towards the Dochart’and Lochy rivers. It has 
now been ascertained, and the experience of the past few years indubitably proves 
it, that salmon commence to enter the loch early in January. Rod fshing ought to 
commence on the Ist of February, so as to give the upper reaches of the Tay a fair 
chance against the nets so largely indulged in on the lower portions of the river. 
On Thursday, on the eastern reserved water, the Hon. Mr. Greville caught a new-run 
salmon of 241b.; on the western reserved water Mr, W. Stewart Menzies, one, 221b. 


Tae NitH, Esk, AND ANNAN (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—The weather still remains 
cold and unsettled. After the heavy rainfall, the rivers on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday last week were in capital order. In the Cairn, a tributary of the Nith, 
four or five anglers got good baskets of trout, the total weight of one man’s catch 
being 8lb. A small number of trout have been'taken in the Nith. The lessce of 
the salmon fishing did not draw a net till Monday, when seven fine clean salmon 
were taken. The hauling of the nets showed that there are still a large number of 
kelts in the river, Slight traces of disease were visible on two or three of the old 
fish, but the fungus does not appear to prevail to any extent. In the Esk and Annan 
anglers have been enjoying fair sport during the last few days, several nice salmon 
having been landed. The upper portion of the Esk is not open yet.—W. B. 





THE Ex-LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL AND ANGLING ON THE RIVER 
Drveron, &C.—The Duke of Richmond and Gordon, who takes a lively interest in 
“matters relating to angling, and generously throws open to the public the greater 
part of the waters on his Huntly estate, including a splendid stretch of the 
Deveron (seven miles from Huntly upwards), in which capital salmon fishing is 
got in the autumn, has issued the following notice, which cannot fail to commend 
itself to anglers, seeing that his Grace’s primary intention is to prevent the destrus- 
tion of smolt and parr, the taking of trout out of condition, and the leistering, 
' creeping, and water burning which of late years have been extensively practised on 
the Deveron by those of whom better might have been expected. The rod fishing on 
the Deyeron opens on the 11th of February, and the announcement, as can be 
imagined, has created a fwrore in Huntly; still it is one we can most heartily 
endorse :— 

“Notice is hereby given, that all persons angling in any of the streams on his 
Grace the Duke of Richmond’s Huntly property, and refusing to show the con- 
tents of their bags or baskets, to persons employed by the District Board of the 
River Deveron for the preservation of smolts, will be prosecuted, and will there- 
after be prohibited from angling in any of these streams. That persons angling 
between the 3ist day of October and the Ist of April will be prosecuted, and 
will thereafter be prohibited from angling at any season. That persons killing 
salmon or any other description of fish by spearing, creeping, netting, or by set 
lines, or in any other way than by angling, will be prosecuted, and will there- 
after be prohibited from angling. That the same restrictions as formerly applies 
to the parts of the Deveron and Bogie reserved for Huntly Lodge.—Joun WILson, 
Factor to the Duke of Richmond and Gordon, Feb, 6.” 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
The next meeting of the committee will take plaee on Friday evening, March 
13th, at 9 o’clock.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly committee meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall on Monday last, 
the 2nd inst. The president, Mr. P. Geen, took the chair at 8.30 ‘p.m. The secre- 
tary, Mr. R. Ghurney, read the minutes of the last committee meeting held on the 
5th February last, which were duly confirmed. He then stated that he now held an 
agreement forthe “Pike and Anchor” Fishery, Ponder’s End, possession to com- 
_mence on the 16th June next ; also for the “ Old River Wey” Fishery from the 1st 
May ; and for the “Small Lea” Fishery from the High-road Waltham to Enfield 
Lock from the Ist January last, from which dates the Fisheries Society tenancies 
ceased. The president observed that this association had thus secured three good 
waters for the exclusive use of its members. Several delegates spoke in very high 
terms of the “ Wey Fishery.” It contains a good supply of jack, and, although they 
do not run to a very large size, they are stated to be very plucky fellows, and to 
give good sport. There is also a good stock of roach, and the riyer literally teems 
with bream of good size. Messrs. Field and Page reported that they were lately at 
this water, and that ‘a nice jack of 8lb. loz. was taken, and also 5lb. of roach 
‘in splendid condition, and this at a time when most other rivers were in 
bad condition, owing to the state of the weather. The president read a letter from 
Mr, Williamson, the Secretary of the Nottingham Preservation Society, thanking 
him and the members of this association, at the especial request of the committee of 
his society. The secretary next reported that the London, Brighton, and South- 
Coast Railway Co. had officially informed their deputation, which waited upon Mr. 
Humphries at London Bridge during the morning by especial appointment, that 
their application of the 12th January last had been acceded to, and that the Central 
Association would also be informed of same on Thursday, the 5th inst. Thirty-three 
stations were definitely fixed, and nine others would be added, provided the South- 
Eastern and the London and South-Western agreed to same ; but it was necessary to 
first obtain their sanction, as they had running powers to these stations. No diffi- 
culty is, however, apprehended, as both companies already grant us privileges upon 
their own lines. It was then proposed by Mr. Tibbatts, and seconded by Mr. Page, 
“that this association do give the water bailiffs of the Lea a dinner during the first 
week in April, at the Swan, Clapton.’ The motion was carried unanimously, and 
with much enthusiasm. A vote of thanks to the president brought this important 
meeting to a close.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 


GREAT HASTEN RAILWAY.—CAUTION.—Members are hereby informed that 
excess fares cannot be accepted, and anglers travelling beyond the station to which 


they have booked, will be charged the full ordinary fare to the station at which | 


they alight. Several complaints have been made to me in respect to the above, and 
only this week a demand of 16s. 9d. has been made on account of members travelling 
from Ware to Hertford, there being no concession to the latter station. The demand 
IT have paid, and I trust in future members will adhere strictly to the regulations 
Jaid down by different Railway companies who grant us such valuable concessions. 
‘N.B.—The above in respect to excess fares will refer to all the railway companies 
from which we have the privilege, as it is in direct opposition to their arrange- 
ments. ‘Tickets third class in each case available for three days, available by third- 
class trains only. Tickets to be available from June 16th, 1885, to June 15th, 1886. 
There are several other stations that will be added to this list, subject to arrange- 
ments between the London, Brighton, and South Coast, South-Hastern, and South- 
‘Western Railways, full particulars of which will be published. The first application 
for the privilege on the London and ‘Brighton Railway was in January, 1875, ‘The 


deputation appointed consisting of Messrs. E.Cameron (Hoxton Brothers), 8. Morgan 
(Finsbury Anglers), Willicomb (Royal George), R. Stebbings (Reform), C. Abbott 
(Nautilus), W. Brearly (Amicable Brothers), G. Manning (Friendly), and R, 
Ghurney, sec. (Central Committee). Several applications have been made’ since 
that time, until at last we have been successful.—R. GHUBNEY, sec, 


A district visit will take place at the City of London Angling Society, Cogers 
Hall, Bride-lane, Flect-street, on Monday, March 9th, when I hope to see all the 
she on the list represented to give our old friend, Mr. Castell, a bumper.—F, 

HORLING, : 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The following members weighed in fish :—Mr. F. Harding, chub, dace, roach, and 
bleak, 91b, 130z.; Mr. Bryant, one jack, 1lb. 150z.; Mr. Arnold, roach, 12lb, 6oz. ; 
Mr. Say, roach, 1lb. 8oz. Mr. Medcalf in the chair; vice, Mr. John Dacey. The 
smoking concert, in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, took place 
on Monday, March 2nd, which was well attended by members of different societies 
—notably, Mr. Crumplen, from the Gresham ; Mr. Geen, Hammersmith. United ; 
Mr. Murphy, Good Intent; Mr. Manning, Izaak Walton; Mr. Ghurney, Hoxton 
Brothers; and Mr. Walker, Burdett. There were also representatives from the 
Amicable Waltonians, Brothers Well Met, Barbican, Mr. Fitch, Great Northern, 
North Eastern, Peckham Brothers, Convivials, Amicable Brothers, Edmonton and 
Tottenham, Odds and Evens, and Bostonians, Mr. Midson commenced the harmony 
of the evening by singing ‘“Madoline”; encore, * Like a Dream”; Mr. Dacey, 
“Pat Molloy’?; Mr. C. Walling, “Three Jolly Smiths,” “Sea King,” and encore 
song; Mr. F. Sheryill, “Two in the Morning”; Mr. <A. Shade,. “The 
Dying Child”; Mr. Glen, ‘Down the Lane”; Mr. Johns gave a -har- 
monious reading, “The House Built by John, after the School Board 
Instruction”; Mr. Bygrave, “The Good Time Come”; Mr. Delves, ‘Poor 
Working Girl”; Mr. 8. Moore, “Kiss him for kis Mother”; Mr. G@. Car- 
rington, ‘“ When the Swallows Homeward Fly”; Mr. Schofield, ‘“‘ Heave-ho” ; 
Mr. Gray, “ The Old Brigade”; Mr. Jennings, “Jack’s Come Home’’; encore, 
* Maxims”; Mr. Page, “Going a-Bathing”; Mr. Field, ‘“ You’ll Remember Me” ; 
encore song ; Mr. Killing, “ Just Down the Lane”: Mr. Page, encore, ‘ Not Much” ; 
Mr. Schofield, encore, ‘‘ The Powder Monkey.” Mr. Medcalf returned thanks to the 
members of the several clubs for supporting him, and the object of the meeting. 
Mr. Ghurney made some remarks of the good the Benevolent Society had done, and 
trusted that members not already on the list would become so, Mr. Farebrother 
proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, seconded by Mr. Ghurney, which 
finished a very pleasant evening. The boxes will be opened next week, and a report 
published.—J. WORLEDGE. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY, , 


On February 25th ult. Mr. C. Brown had roach and dace, and Mr. Wetherhead 
roach and perch. On March Ist several of our members went out, but met with very 
poor sport, only two showing up with fish : Messrs. Saunders and Dutton, roach. I 
wish to remind our members and friends that the supper fished for on February 15th 
ult. will take place on the 11th inst., when I hope we shall have a very large 
attendance.—O, EH. MoopiE. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The members of the above society fished on March Ist for the prizes left over 
from the peg-down match at Pangbourne, with three added club prizes and a prize 
presented by Mr. Maynard. The conditions were that all competitors should leave 
London on the morning of the competition, fish where they pleased, with one rod, 
all fish to weigh ; the result of which was an excellent show of roach, dace, and 
perch, contributed by Messrs. Granfield, Lee, Clarke, Chambers, A. Field, C. Elliott, 
Austin, Canton, &c. Mr. Kirkland (visitor) also showed a handsome Lea roach, 
scaling 1lb. 30z. Members are reminded that Thursday, the 12th inst., closes this 
season, and that also being quarterly night they are earnestly requested to be in 
attendance.—H. C, 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY, 


On March Ist twelve of our members met at Ware to compete for five prizes, two 
of which were given by our worthy host, Mr. Lee. Result :—Mr. Gentry, first, with 
roach, dace, and perch; Mr. T. Payne, second, roach, perch, and dace ; Mr. Mac- 
donald, third, dace ; the fourth and fifth were divided between Mr. Robson and Mr. 
G. Blackwell. The following also had fish :—Messrs. Castell, MacDonnell, and 
Plumstead, sen. The next return visit of No. 2 Hastern District will take place on 
Monday next, March 9th, at the Coger’s Hall Tavern, Bride-lane, opposite Ludgate 
Station. Any brother angler who will favour us with his company will be made 
welcome.—CAs. 

CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last at the Swan, Mr. H. J. 
Beck in the chair. The minutes of the meetings on the 16th and 23rd ult. were 
approved and signed, and the election of a new member was confirmed. The catches 
reported were—Mr. J. Wood, from Staines, 14lb. jack, heaviest 41b. 60z.; Mr. G. 
Colls, 141b. 80z. jack from private water; Mr. H. J. Beck, a jack of 331b. from the 
open Lea at Enfield Lock ; Mr. Woodhead had 7Ib. 130z. of chub, two going 11b, 10oz. 
each, from the Angel-road Water on Saturday afternoon last, in less than two hours. 
A very handsome tray of jack, 521b. 30z., was shown by Mr. J. O. Beales, the heaviest 
a splendid specimen fish of 13lb. 1loz., another 61b. 60z., taken by Mr. Beales whilst 
fishing for perch with a very small gudgeon, on fine single gut. The secretary read 
an extract from the Hvening News angling report of Saturday last, which was con- 
sidered highly complimentary ; the views expressed therein were thoroughly appre- 
ciated, and indorsed by the members present. A cordial vote of thanks to the 
chairman was carried unanimously.—_HrNnry Howss, hon. sec. 





DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The members of the above club were out on March 1 for the last match of the 
season, when two of our members were very successful, viz., Messrs. Darley and Allen, 
the former having six roach weighing 51b. 8oz., the largest 1lb. 7oz., and the latter 
two nice jack ; all from West Drayton.—J. AVON, sec. 





DUFFIELD ANGLING CLUB. 

The last match of the season was held at Eggington, on Saturday last, in the 
waters of Mr. Bull. The arrangements were admirably carried out by the hon. 
secretary, Mr. J. W. Knapton. The weather being most favourable a fair lot of fish 
was taken, After returning to Duffield, the members met at the club-room, when 
the fish were weighed by the secretary, with the following result :—A Westnidge, 
1; H. Davis, 2; H. Haskew, 3; A. Street, 4 ; J. Knapton, 5; J. Clark, 6. This makes 
the third time A. Westnidge has carried off the first prize during the past season. 
Refreshments were provided by host Clark, and a pleasant evening concluded the 
day’s sport. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We had our trays full on the Istinst., Messrs Ferry, Wade, Foster,and Gray having 
a nice show of roach and dace from the Lea.—AN OBSERVER. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The usual meeting of this society was held at the Duke’s Head Hotel, Quay, 
on Monday evening, the 2nd inst. The president, Dr. Mitchell, occupied the chair ; 
the vice-president, Mr. freeman, the vice-chair. Several gentlemen were proposed 
as members. Mr. J.J. Owles, Quay, was elected an honorary member. The prizes 
won at the late pike and perch contest, were presented to their respective winners 


120 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Marcu 7, 1885. 








by the president. 


a gentleman who is one of our angling members. 


nection with, and privilegesgranted by the society. To have this proposal satis- 


factorily carried out, a committee was appointed, consisting of the president, vice- 


president, the treasurer, Mr. Basnett, Secretaries Lee and Seaman, and Messrs. 


Blanchflower and Lowne, naturalist to the society. Reports to hand show that pike 


are still well on the feed, and the few remaining days of the season may be 
profitably spent in any of our waters. 
the most satisfactory on record.—A.M, 


GIPPING ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

The 16th annual meeting of this society was held at Stoke Hall, Ipswich, on Wed- 
nesday, 25th ult., Mr. Robert Jas. Ransome being in the chair. The election of 
officers then took place. Sir George Broke-Middleton, Bart., C.B., and Major H. B, 
P. Phillipps were elected hon. presidents. The circular of the National Fish Culture 
Association, South Kensington, was laid before the meeting, and its objects being 
such as would largely tend to the culture of fish of all kinds and enable such societies 
as this to obtain supplies of stock, and also be the source of greater knowledge of the 
means of increase of all classes of fish, it was unanimously agreed that the society 
should become members, especially as the small subscription of £1 1s, was all that 
was demanded. As to the society’s action in this direction, thanks to the many 
supporters of the special fund, they were enabled to obtain last spring 1,800 dace, 
500 Loch Leven and 250 Salmo fario, or common yearling trout, such trout should 
weigh 11b, at least in three years ; also 3,000 Loch Leven trout fry ; and further sup- 
plies of 1,000 dace, 700 yearling Loch Leven trout, 500chub, and 500 gudgeon have been 
ordered for the present season. The opinion was generally expressed that satisfac- 
tory progress was being made, and the meeting closed with its best thanks to the 
chairman for presiding, and for his courtesy in granting the use of his residence for 
the meeting. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
There was a splendid show of fish brought to the club on the Ist inst. Mr. E. 
Holmes had 251b. of roach and bream; Mr. Snook, nearly 201b. ; Mr. Maybury, a tray 
“of good roach ; Mr. Newton, chub ; Mr. Hewett, dace ; and many others weighed in. 
We fish for prizes on the 7th inst. at Ponder’s End. I expect at least fifty to com- 
pete for Mr, Wright’s £5 5s. portrait of the winner, and a number of other prizes. 
Iam pleased to say we have just received our diploma from the Fisheries Exhi- 
Sen In this case I must agree with the old adage, ‘“ Better late than never.—R. 
MURPHY. 





GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Tuesday was well attended, Captain Blake in the chair and Mr. 
C. K. Lamb in the vice-chair. The secretary’s report showed that Mr. Harrison had 
again been successful, having captured one jack 35in. long and 15lb. in weight at 
Ormesby, which he had presented to the society, and that orders had been given for 
its preservation at the society’s expence. Mr, Pretty, who accompanied him, also 
weighed in two smaller ones. Captain Stiles also captured one of 6lb., and our Pre- 
sident, Mr. D, 8. Bayfield, two smaller ones. These were all captured on Monsey’s 
pred, as it is locally termed, but which is part of the Ormesby Broad in general._— 

Y, LARK, 


GREENWICH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday evening, the 24th ult., the annual gathering of the above society was 
celebrated by a supper at the clubhouse, the Prince Albert, Royal-hill, Greenwich, 
About thirty members, and representatives from the Gresham and Woolwich Pisca- 
torials sat down to a splendid repagt, under the presidency of Mr. W. Ware, the duties 
of vice-chair being ably discharged by Mr. W. Hurlstone. After the cloth was 
removed and the usual patriotic toasts were proposed, the chairman gave the 
“Greenwich Angling Society.” Mr. G. Young replied in sucha telling speech, ex- 
plaining the benefits of angling societies, and the facilities given to members to 
enjoy a cheap excursion in the country, that we gained three more members on 
our books. This toast was followed by “The President and Vice-President of the 
Society ” (Baron Henry de Worms, M.P., and J. Evelyn, Esq.), which was enthusias- 
tically received, and drunk with musical honours. The chairman then proposed 
“ United Societies,” and coupled with it the name of Mr. Page, of the Woolwich 
Piscatorials, who replied in a suitable manner. Other toasts followed, ineluding 
“The Hostess,” “The Press,” “Chairman,” ‘ Vice-Chairman,”. “Secretary,” and 
“Treasurer.” The various toasts were interspersed with the following songs (accompa- 
nied by Mr. J. Birch, violin, and Mr. G. Woolford, piano): “Freedom” and “ Dream 
Faces,” by Mr. J. Ware, hon. sec. ; “ For Ever and for Ever” and “ Little Hero,” Mr. 
G. Young ; “Sweet Little Nellie,’ Mr, J. Murrin; “ Launch the Lifeboat,” Mr. H. 
Ware ; ‘‘ When We Went ‘Tipsying,’ Mr. W. Hurlstone; “ Dorkins’ Night” and 
“ Hngland’s Old England Still,” Mr. F. Bell ; ‘“‘ Welcome, Ever Welcome, Friends,” 
Mr. G. Allen ; ‘When We Were Boys Together,’ Mr. J. Megrath; “ Balaclava,” 
Mr. F. Morley ; “Jeremiah Blow the Fire,” Mr. H. Long. The accompanists played 
several selections during the evening, and a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
them. A vote of thanks was also given to Mr. J. Ware, secretary, for the use of the 
pane and a very pleasant evening was brought toa close at 12.30 am.—J. WARE, 

on. sec. 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society, followed by a smoking concert, 
took place on Tuesday evening at the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, 
Basinghall-street, when the society’s large room was very comfortably filled. Owing 
to the unavoidable absence of Dr. Brunton, who had kindly promised to preside, the 
duties of the chair were most efficiently performed by Mr. Thomas. The secretary 
having read the minutes, they were duly confirmed and signed. Letters were read 
from the Thames Angling Preservation Society, forwarding Blue-book for the year, 
and an invitation to a smoking concert of the Odds and Evens Angling Society was 
also laid before the meeting. An illuminated vote of thanks for the society’s exhibit 
in the National Health Exhibition was received, and a new member (Mr. J. R. Jones) 
proposed by Mr. Crumplen and seconded by Captain Alfred. his concluded the 
business of the evening, and the concert. was proceeded with by 
the chairman calling upon Mr. Cox fora pianoforte selection. Mr. Cartwright then 
sang “ Polly” in his usual admirable manner, and was followed by Mr. Pell, whose 
ability as a reciter was at once established by his excellent rendering of a pathetic 
piece, entitled “Coming Home.” Later on in the evening this gentleman showed 
the versatility of his talent by a laughable piece descriptive of the difficulty expe- 
rienced by most people in responding to the toast of “The Ladies.” “I Arise from 
Dreams of Thee,” beautifully sung by Mr. Curtis, came next; and then Mr. A. Sar- 
geant gave the “ Yeoman’s Wedding Song” in his usual able manner. Mr. H. God- 
win next pleased his hearers with “The Meeting of the Waters”; and Mr, Parker 
having raised the mirth of the assembly with his wonderful flute, preceded Mr. 
Crumplen, whose rendering of the famous “ Man’s Life is but Vain,” is too well 
known to need description. Mr. Stocker very feelingly sang “ The Poor Blind Boy”; 
Mr. Sheen next obliging with an able rendering of the “Crusader’s Love Song”; 
‘Tell Her I Love Her So” was given by Mr, Curtisin such a manner that an encore 


Mr. Hannant, Market-gates, having succeeded in landing two nice 
jack, one weighing 94b., the other 641b., was adjudged the winner of the first prize, 
presented to the society by Alfred Nuthall, Esq., the mayor of Kingston-on-Thames, 
Mr. D. Hayward, St. Nicholas- 
road, the 2nd prize, presented by Mr. Gwyn Orchard, King-street. Although sixteen 
gentlemen entered as competitors, neither of them, other than Messrs. Hannant and 
Hayward succeeded in taking a fish. Tke weather was, however, charming, and 
everyone appeared to thoroughly enjoy the outing. There being still two prizes in 
hand to be fished for, another match will shortly be arranged. It was proposed by 
the vice-president, and seconded by the president, that several large cards be printed 
for exhibition at the various fishing stations in the neighbourhaod, and in the 
principal piscatorial clnb-rooms in London, announcing certain particulars in con- 


The season, fast coming to a close, has been 


was demanded, to which Mr. Curtis complied by singing “The Anchor’s Weighed,” 
with great tenderness and feeling. Mr. Moore’s “A Friar of Orders Grey” isan old 
friend at the Gresham, and was given with the singer’s known ability. Mr. 
Cassidy’s beautiful voice was heard to great advantage in “The Maid of the Mill,” 
and Mr. Beckett’s comic song which followed made an agreeable variation in the 
programme. “ Daniel versus Dishclout” proved more than ever that Mr. Harding 
must have been intended for the Bar, and Mr. Sargeant’s “In Cellar Cool” 
gave such satisfaction that he had to give “ Anchored” as an encore. Mr. 
Moore, jun., next sang “ Good-night, Beloved,” with a finish betokening a well- 
trained voice. Mr. Heney followed with a couple of comic songs, inimitably 
sung, and vociferously applauded. Mr. Harry Godwin sang a new angling 
song in a first-class manner. ‘The Three Sailor Boys,” by Mr. Sargeant, 


' “Send the Bottle Round,” by Mr. Sheen, “ Well-Developed Nose,” by Mr. Cart- 


wright, and a comic song by Mr. Moore, were all excellently rendered, and “ Ehren 
on the Rhine,” by the Secretary, was also very favourably received. The programme 
ended, the chairman said that before separating one duty which they had to perform 
was to thank the gentlemen who had kindly given their services, and thereby con- 
tributed so highly to the evening’s enjoyment. It was the first of a series of 
monthly smoking concerts, and he felt sure that when the fact became more 
generally known, the attendance would be so great that the society would be puzzled 
to find room for all. The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation, and 
responded to by Mr. Sargeant. Mr. Harding having proposed, and Mr. Crumplen 
seconded, a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the meeting was closed at a late hour 
with the National Anthem.—H, 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 1st inst. there were some nice shows of roach by Messrs. Glover, Ford, and 
Furlong ; and perch by Mr. Rider; and Mr. A. Fish had a very fine chub.—C. J. 
MILLIE. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, | 
On March 1 Mr. J. Osborne brought up to the clubroom 4051b. of splendid roach, 
Mr. T. Haycox 16lb, 100z. of roach, Mr. A. Dean roach (from Uxbrfflge), Mr. A. 
Hattemore roach, Mr. H. Steadman chub (from the Lea), Mr. G. H. Wood perch, 
and Mr, R. Ghurney jack.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Ist inst. our members fished for the remaining four prizes at Windsor, 
which were all successfully taken; Mr. Blemham, Ist prize; Mr. Davis, 2nd ; Mr. 
Gramlick, 3rd ; Mr. Green, 4th. Mr. Johnson hada nice show of roach and dace ; 
Mr. Ulph, roach, dace, gudgeon, both from Sunbury ; Mr. Porter, dace ; Mr. Holmes, 
roach; Mr, Wannell, roach and dace; Mr. Tiley, dace, all from the Thames,—H., 
BINGLE, sec. 


ODDS AND EVENS SOCIETY. 

There was a fair sprinkling of roach and chub brought in by our members on the 
Ist inst, but no large takes. Seven prizes were angled for, and six out of the seven 
were won. Secretariesand members of clubs are kindly reminded not to forget our 
complimentary visiton Thursday, the 12th inst—J, WHITE. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was numerously attended last 
Monday evening at the Mona Hotel (late Ashley’s), Covent-garden. Amongst those 
present were Messrs. R. T, Sachs, D. Goodger, J. Meyer, G. Robinson, T. Huggett, 
J. Bird, H. B. Brown, H. Harden, C. P. Wheatstone, F. Foreman, F. H. Lemann, 
M. H. Blamey, J. Pattisson, E. Russell, J. Hill, and Rev. G. Sumner. Mr. T. Gillatt 
was elected to the chair, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been 
confirmed, the hon, secretary read a letter from Mr. Senior, saying that he should be 
very pleased to accept the invitation to the annual dinner. The attention of those 
present was then drawn to the fact that the prizes would be handed to the successtul 
members at the society’s rooms on Wednesday, the 11th inst. The total value of the 
prizes for distribution amounts to close upon £100. Mr. E. Foreman kindly exhibited 
two capital salmen rods which are intended for his forthcoming Irish expedition, 
accompanied by Mr. H. Harden. The rods were in three joints of hickory and lance- 
wood, weighing 31b. 8oz. each, and possessed excellent play and balance. Mr. Foreman 
also exhibited a steel spring collapsing landing net, which possessed the novelty of 
being kept open by means of a spring that was fastened or unfastened by the simple 
action of opening or closing the net. Notwithstanding the still unfavourable con- 
dition of the water, there were two capital shows of roach and chub on the table, 
caught by Mr. R. S. Fennings and Mr. T. Huggett. The former explained, when he 
responded to the toast of “ The Successful Anglers,” that on starting in the morning 
he left his rod behind ; but when he arrived at his destination, he found a friend 
had obligingly left his there, and by its aid, with a due expenditure of diligence, 
he was-enabled to put his tray of fish on the table. Mr. T. Huggeti’s day’s 
sport was 5lb. 30z. of chub and a few roach from private water; and 
he said, in returning thanks, that in the present condition of the above 
element he expected to find the worm the best bait; but, although he tried the 
lob, dew, brandling, and red worm, he had to return to his favourite bait of pith 
and brains, with which he captured most of the fish. Mr. Huggett had also 
weighed in during the week a nice take of roach. Several other members had 
been out pike fishing in private waters, mostly in lakes; but the results of those 
that were fortunate were unable to be shown, as the seasom for the capture of pike 
closes, by the society’s rules, on the last Monday of February. Messrs. EK. Foreman, 
E. Walker, and W. Bassett (the last gentleman was unanimously elected a member of 
the society during the evening) had been to some private water about 100 miles 
distant from town, and, although they diligently toiled, they were not adequately 


rewarded. Mr. M. Blamey, accompanied by Messrs. T. Spreckley and Alf. Little, 


had been more fortunate, and had taken forty-seven pike in one day, all of them 
with spinning tackle. Mr. R. Booker had also had a good day in private water, 
landing one pike of 141b., one of 101b., and several smaller fish of over 41b., weighing 
inall 491b. These recitals concerning sport were not concluded until a late hour, 
when the chairman proposed the toast “ Our Noble Selves.” In a neat speech he 
alluded to the near approach of the society’s jubilee, and stated that, although he 
was one of the oldest members, he still took a great interest in the proceedings of the 
society, and always enjoyed the evenings with his piscatorial friends, Mr. T, 
Gillatt’s toast being duly honoured, the business of the evening was concluded by a 
cordial vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. B. 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the lst inst., in spite of the thick, muddy,and clayey appearance of the 
different rivers around London, Mr. R. Smith managed to find some bream, roach, 
and gudgeon ; Mr. G. Dodd, some nice roach ; E. Pyne, roach; J. Davis, roach and 
dace ; C, A. Pocock, dace, in different parts of the Thames. Messrs. C. Grant, 
Hotham, and R, ‘Chantry visited Addlestone ; but failed to realise expectations, 
owing to muddy state of the water. They were not the only parties that failed, for 
out of forty competitors only six had fish, and, barring one small jack, 10o0z. of fish 
would have taken the first prize. On the 4th quarterly night, Mr. H. Fldwers was 
elected as chairman for the coming quarter. Members interested in the society, are 
requested to attend on Wednesday next for the purpose of electing auditors, dele- 
gates, and other officers for the ensuing season, and do not leave so much in the 
hands of —PIXIE. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very nice show of fish appeared on our trays on the 1st inst., from different 
parts of the Upper Thames. Mr. Carter, one of the youngest fishing members of 
our society, landed a very fine chub, 3lb. weight, while roach fishing, without the 
aid of a landing-net, Iam told that when he first saw the “monster,” knowing 
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that he was fishing with a drawn gut hook, he shouted for help ; but before his co- 
mate and brother angler could get to his assistance, he, with the dexterity that is 
supposed only to belong to old anglers, had his prize high—I will not say dry—on 
the bank. The news went up the bank with “telegraphic” speed, and I, among 
others, rushed down to congratulate the lucky member, and found him sitting on 
the stump of an,old tree in a very exhausted condition, regaling himself with what 
appeared to me (I used the word “appeared ” advisedly) whisky and water ; of course, 
there is a possibility of its being the beverage that “cheers but not inebriates,” 
knowing that the gentleman in question has a preference for the latter. Mr. Halden 
brought in a very nice show of roach. He has a quiet little nook somewhere near 
Cookham that he pays periodical visits to, and is generally well rewarded for his 
pains. Messrs. Parsons and Hughes visited their favourite swims at or near Bourne 
End, and were successful in getting some good roach, perch, and dace. Messrs. 
Wood, Rider, Palmer, Csomor, and Brewer brought in some very fine roach and 
perch froma spot they intend paying frequent visits to during next season. On the 
Sth inst. I trust to see all the members at Paddington a few minutes before 9 a.m. 
There are a great number of prizes to be fished for on that day, for which honorary 
members are entitled to compete. One who is certain to be there is he who is in the 
habit of subscribing himself—W. H. R1pErR. 


SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society was well represented on March 1st, the members showing up in goodly 
numbers, the result being a very fine show of roach, which fairly astonished the 
visitors, who were very numerous, the club-room being well filled to the last, 
which seemed to give great satisfaction to our worthy treasurer and host, Mr. T. 
White. Messrs. Kidd (sec.), Parry, Tongue, Kirk, D. G. White (president), and May 
all having fish, the most successful being the two former.—E. KIDD, sec, 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

This club fished their last match this season, as per previous announcements, at 
Weybridge. The entries were not so large as on previous occasions, owing to most 
of the clubs having to fish off their club prizes. The water, lam sorry to say, was 
so thick it was more favourable to the fish than the fishermen, so that few were 
brought to bank. The first prize was won by Mr. Tyler, senr., of the United. 
Brothers, Deptford. The second prize fell to Mr. Watkins, of the Peckham Brothers 
There was only a turn of the scale between first and second. Mr, Watts, also of the 

- United Brothers, Deptford, took 3rd prize ; Mr. Glass, of the Anchor and Hope, 4th. 
—Wm, ALLEN, hon. sec. 


STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some very good fish have been taken from the society’s waters at Haywood within 
the last few days ; amongst which, Mr. H. Lea, fishing on the 23rd ult., had a good 
basket of pike and perch, the biggest pike weighing 61b., and the best perch weighing 
1b. 20z. On the 28th, Messrs. T. Riley and H. Evans had a few hours amongst the 
trout, when the former gentleman succeeded in getting three brace of nice fish ; and 
Mr. Evans one and a half brace ; his three fish weighing 3lb. The trout down here 
are very backward this year, and anglers would do well to give them another fort- 
night’s grace. Mr. J. Brooks, fishing on the same day, got a brace of good pike. On 
the 2nd inst., Mr. P. Ellis secured a fine-fed fish, ‘pike,’ which weighed just over 
6lb. Although the weather was miserably wet and cold on Tuesday, the 3rd inst., 
our worthy president, Mr. J. E. Hassall, with Messrs. Elliman and Smith, went down 
to the Haywood water. and had three or four hours’ pike fishing ; the best fish was 
caught by Mr, Hassall, and weighed 8lb, 12}0z., a perfect beauty, The fish in the 
river Sow are now well on the feed, and members would do well to make the best use 
of the few remaining days before the close season. The fifth of the series of smoking 
concerts in connection with the above society took place on Tuesday, Feb. 24th. 
Mr, H. Kite (late Larkhall), in a very able manner, occupied the chair, and there 
was a good attendance of members and friends. These was some excellent singing, 
in which the following took part :—Messrs. J. Jones, R. Wallace, H. Kite, F. Owen, 
C. Johns, J. Nixon, and J. Hollins. Mr. W. Jervais gave two recitations, “The 
Curfew shall not Ring To-night” and “The Parasite,” in capital style, and Mr. J. 
Montford related a very amusing fishing excursion. The remainder of the pro- 
gramme was very ably contributed by Messrs. Nixon and Wright, pianists. The 
entertainment was an undoubted success, and a very pleasant evening was brought 
to a close by a vote of thanks to the chairman for the very able way he had conducted 
the business of the evening, and to the performers who had so kindly given their 
services ; the vote was passed amidst great applause, and the company separated after 
singing the National Anthem. The next concert will take place on Tuesday, March 
10th, Mr. Councillor in the chair, when members and their friends are specially 
invited.—J. HOLLins, hon. sec, 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several of our members fished in the tournament at Weybridge on the Ist. inst., 
Mr. W. Tyler bringing home first prize, and F. Watts third prize. Messrs. Payne, 
Penton, and Currans, fishing on Monkey Island, had the pleasure of showing some 
roach, dace, and perch. On the 8th inst. members of the above society will fish a 
match at Staines for money prizes. I hope to see every member there by the first 
train from Waterloo.—H. TYLER, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

The meeting held on the 5th was devoted to harmony and conyiviality among 
members and friends ; a very pleasant evening was spent. About forty gentlemen 
were present, amongthem being Messrs. Piolaine, Beale, Bedford, Russell, Gilbert, 
C. Bansback, Hibble, Brown, Sutcliffe, and Cain. Mr. Boalch presided, assisted by 
Mr, H. Bayley. Mr. Lane presided at the piano, and sang “ A Turn with Bobbie 
Burns,” also “ Excellent Company” ; Mr. Balwin, “The Vagabond” ; Mr. Pritchard, 
a recitation, “The Soldier’s Pardon”; Mr. Russell sang “The Speaker’s Eye” ; Mr. 
Bale, “Take it Easy ” ; Mr. Thompson, “The Stowaway” ; this was sung in grand 
style, and called forth great applause. Messrs. Brown and Hibble had another treat 
in store for the company present, and that was the Jealousy Scene in “ Othello.” 
This was grand, and well worth all the applause that was given forit. Several 
other gentlemen contributed towards the amusements of the evening. Some of the 
members will compete with a number of the South London at Addlestone on the 
8th, start from Waterloo by 8.45. Trusting that the water will be in better con- 
dition than it was on the lst is the sincere wish of—PIXIE. 


THE WENSLEYDALE ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The annual meeting of the Wensleydale Angling Association was held at the 
King’s Arms Hotel, Askrigg, on Saturday, the 28th ult., J. W. Lodge, Esq., the 
Rookery, Bishopdale, in the chair. The hon. sec., W. EH. M. Winn, Esq., read the 
report, which was most satisfactory, showing a balance of over £10 in favour of the 
society. Theassociation staked the whole of their water last year with both wood 
and iron stakes. Several local gentlemen had offered to purchase some thousands of 
trout fry. An adjourned meeting is to be held to consider the best species of trout 
to be purchased, and the most suitable places to turn them in. The society anticipate 
a good season this year, as the watchers report more and larger fish on the spawning 
beds the last spawning season than have been seen for years; in fact, the brooks 
fairly swarmed with them. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society took place on Tuesday evening, March 3rd, at 
the Pelican Hotel, Westbourne Park, Mr. G. Evans in the chair. After confirmation 
of the minutes of the previous meeting, the secretary read out the fish taken during 
the week, a most satisfactory total, Messrs. H. Thompson and H. Hulbert 
having again been lucky with the barbel, being credited with over 401b., in addition 
toa goodly number of fish returned. Mr, Blatley also produced about 25lb. of roach 
and barbel taken without any ground-baiting at Cookham, It is anticipated, with 


the present mild weather, these records will yet be exceeded on the occasion of the 
Thames competition, to be held on the 8th March. The further business of the 
evening was to choose a committee and other officers to conduct the affairs of the 
society for the ensuing year, this resulting in a complete re-election, to the satis- 
faction of all concerned. Members were reminded that the annual subscription 
from the society to the Thames Angling Preservation Society had become due, and 
upon a proposition being made, it was unanimously carried that such subscription 
be increased from £2 2s, to £5 5s. annually, the secretary being instructed to send 
the latter amountin due course. A yote of thanks having been recorded to the 
president and treasurer (Mr. Evans) and secretary (Mr. H. Thompson) for their 
honorary services during the past year, the meeting closed. 


! 
WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Mr. Firkins’s prize was won by Mr. F, Lione, with some very nice roach, several 
scaling 1b. The cup given by Mr. Hoyle was taken by Mr. J. Guyver. Mr. Elder’s 
prize will be competed for on March 8th, all fish to weigh ; public water only.—J. 
GUYVER, sec. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


AN Inisa Mipsommer Niaut’s Dream. A Legend of the Shannon. 
Bickerdyke, M.A. London: W. Swan, Sonnenschein and Co. 


TuIs is a charming story for children, and piscators who have youngsters will 
delight them by reading the adventures of the Irish fisherman—‘ Andy Allan 
Among the Lake Fairies.” 

Lough Derg is, perhaps, the most lovely of the large lakes formed by ex- 
pansions of that noble river, the Shannon. Most of the peasants who live near 
its shores have a profound belief in the existence of the Lake Fairies, and many 
are the tales told, usually with baited breath, of the sometimes friendly, some- 
times mischievous, doings of the “Good People.” 

The plot hinges on an incident in the natural history of fish, and the method 
of pike-fishing followed by the local fishermen on some of the large Irish lakes 
is carefully described. Andy Allen is a study from life, and we believe the 
original may often be met angling at Mount Shannon at Lough Derg. 

How Andy goes in search of a lost ring, how he gets captured by the fairies, 
and is introduced to their wondrous realm, will all be listened to with the 
deepest interest by the little ones. Mr. Bickerdyke works out his little story 
very eee i ape and skilfully. Asa specimen of his style we quote the 
account o 


By John 





A 21LB, Prku.—Mr. Derrick, of Nottingham, on Feb. 27th killed, in Mr. Green- 
halgh’s pond, Mansfield, a pike weighing 211b., and measuring 4lin. The fish has 
been handed over to Mr. T. B. White, of Pepper-street, for preservation. 


Land and Water is now published at threepence, without any reduction in the 
number and size of pages of literary matter. Land and Water is well printed from 
new type, and contains a vast amount of original matter affecting the life and 
enjoyment of a country gentleman. 
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GREAT REMEDY 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt, PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 


form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 


PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED WiY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s, 8d., 
1l1s., and 21s, each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 


SALMON AND TROUT TAOKLE, 


JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 
MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &c., to suit all parts of 
the world. A large stock of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prize Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1888, for ex- 
cellence in Fishing Tackle, Price List on appli- 
cation. 


TROUT FISHING on 
the ITCHEN. 


Wanted, Two Rods to join two others on the 
{Old Barge.” Terms, £6 6s. the season. Apply to 


W. CHALKLEY, 


FISHING TACKLE MAKER 


WINCHESTER. 








ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 
&e., for the Aquaria. 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 





ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
on a beautiful stretch of the Tay, and 
TROUT FISHING on Loch-na-Craig, both 
with use of Boat Free. 
ALEXANDER NICOL, 
Lessee. 





64, CORNHILL, 


PERILS ABOUND ON Every SIDE. 
The Railway — Passengers’ 
Assurance Company 


Insures against ACCIDENTS of all KINDS—On 
LAND or WATER, and has THE LARGEST IN- 
VESTED CAPITAL, THE LARGEST INCOME, 
and pays yearly THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF 
COMPENSATION of any Accidental Assurance 
Company, 

Chairman, Harvie M. Farquhar, Esq. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the 
Loca] Agents, or West-end Office, 8, Grand Hotel 
Buildings, Charing Cross, or at the Head Office, 64, 
CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


HULLAND FISHERY, 
Hulland Hall, Ashbourne, DERBYSHIRE. 


TROUT OVA and FRY of Salmo Fario and Salmo 
Levenensis, and every appliance ; feeding machine 
for fry and yearlings. Orders are being booked for 


yearlings, 
Apply to the MANAGHR. 
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WM. S. KIMBALL 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 


EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES & TOBACCO 
CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES. 


The finest Virginia Cigarette ever ¢ 








& C0,, 





produced, For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 
and Tobacco are unsurpassed. They are the most 
popular of all the American Brands, 


SOLD IN ALL PARTS 


OF THE. WORLD, 


WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAN & CO., 


121, Queen Victoria 


Street, London, EAC, 





10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 
and all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish, 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 

GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d. each. Post Free, 9d. 
““We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2]b. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 2lb. eel, and a 4b, pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.”’—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18,1883, - 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 8 yards, 3d., 4d., and 6d. each 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to Is, 9d., twisted do. 
1s. 6d. each ; Hair,3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Line, 25 yards, Is., 1s. 3d., and 1s. 6d. ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard; Good 








KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
+GAZEYTE, “A.RIE.L,” and other leading 
Anglers, 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most suecessful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, asitisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,” by which they 

entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,”’ but itis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
in Packets, Sd., 6d., and 1s. each ; 
AND BY 
Wim. siNG, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 


Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co.,, 
REDDITCH. 











NOUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 





RBONGHITIS and NEURALGIA, 


Gut, 12in., 1s. per hank, about 100 strips, l4in.. R. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 28, 6d.; 12in., 3s, 6d.; 
14in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d, doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Hel hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal 
Hooks, 1s. 100. 

FLIES.—Best Trout, 11d. doz.,on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d. doz. ; chub flies, 14d. each, Is, 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. eao&, 1s. 8d, doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, 1s. each; gimp do., 10d, 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s., rung, 1s. $d., rung, 
winch fittings, 1s, 9d. and 2s,; Bamboo roach and 
bream reds, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s.6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., and 15s.6d, The 
** Marston ”’ Trout Red, 17s. 6d.and 21s, 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2khin., 3s. 6d. ; Sin., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 2hin., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s. 6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 8d, Full-sized leather 
fly books, from 1s. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
bs. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14 yards, 1s. each. See notice in 
FIsHING GAZETTH, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c,, 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s. Seenotice 
in FISHIXG GAZETTE, Jan, 24, 1885. 

Postage extraon all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


GLOUCESTER. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
at London Prices. 


Gossamer Gut Lines, 8 yards tapered, and any 
colour, 8d. each, Crystal and all other hooks to 
gut to match lines, 9d, per doz. Trout Flies to 
gossamer gut, ls, 3d. per doz, Chub Flies, 1s. 6d. 
per doz. The Marston Trout Rods, made in Green- 
heart, 17s, 6d, and 2ls. The Patent “Sliced” 
Hooks, to best gut, ls. per doz. 


TOM HARRIS, 
7, BERKELEY STREET, GLOUCESTER. 


Baits all the year round, 





CHLORODYNE 


A few doses quite effectual. CAUTION.—The 
extraordinary medical reports on the efficacy of 
Chlorodyne render it of vital importance that 
the public should obtain the genuine, which is 
protected by Government stamp, bearing the 
words ‘*Dr. J, Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.” 
See decision of Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page 
Wood, Zhe Times, July 16, 1864. Numérous 
testimonials from eminent physicians accom- 
pany each bottle. 


From W. C. WILKINSON, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
‘*T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spas- 
modic cough; the benefit is very marked indeed.” 


Sold in bottles, ls. 1}d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by 
all Chemists, 
Sole Manufacturer, 


Jj. T.. DAVENPORT, 


38, Great Russell-street, W.C. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM. 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tur Forest anv STREAM has a very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 
Mistory. Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Naturai History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 

Game Bag and Gun The Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forrst anpD STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed yolumes of over 
600 pages each, 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrest anp Srream PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Baserioy Low, Marston, Szarve, and RIVINGTON, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet pap a pig 
“who can supply specimen copies. 











Every in 


from 


improvement 
Waterproof Requisites, 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 





Fishing — 
Stockings, 
ishing 
BrOgues, 
Fishing 
Boots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


FISHING 
GOATS. 


The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 

















Re 


and CO.’S 
Only Address, Corner of 


Air Street, 


19, PICCADILLY. 








OUR FRIEND THE DOG. A New 
Work by GORDON STABLES, M.D., R.N., richly 
illustrated with 16 pages of Champion Dogs 


and 58 Woodeuts. Third Edition, revised. 

1, It contains, in one handsome but handy 
volume, all that is known about every breed of 
Dog in the world, their show points and properties, 
their uses and peculiarities. 

2. It gives a complete digest of the various 
Diseases that Dogs are apt to suffer from, and 
plain advice for their treatment. 

3. The information regarding kennelling com- 
forts, Grooming, Feeding, and preparing for the 
show benches is the most perfect ever printed, and 
the result of the author’s wide and extended ex- 
perience. 

4, An important Chapter on the Rearing of 
Puppies and the Treatment of the Dam. . . 

5. The Rules and all information about Dog 
Clubs are given, and the Points of the Breeds as 
laid down by them, 

6. It possesses also, what is so often neglected in 
a book of this kind, a good index for reference to 
any point or particular. No Dog Lover's Library 
can be complete without it, Price 6s, 6d., hand- 
somely bound. 





5 fe AD 
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Tum TuM II. 


TO ELOCUTIONISTS —“‘ QUEER 


FISH.’’—Character Sketches by, ROBERT. OVER- 
TON. Crown 8vo., in a very original fancy cover 
well-bound boards. 
Being Nine Tales told by 
A Fisherman, 
A Cocoanut-man, 
A Gold-digger, 
A Cabman, 
A Deacon, 
A Curate, 
A. Railway Porter, 
A Masher—don’t you know, 
An Old Skipper. 
One Shilling the Lot. 
Also Companion Vol. same, price, &e,  . 
“ROUND DOZEN,” by ROBERT OVERFON. 


teal : 

FISHING: How, When, and Where 
to Fish. By DAVIs, Cuts. 6d., post free. 

CHESS. A Manual for Beginners,’ By the author 
of “Chess Openings.” 64. 

DRAUGHTS: Tis Laws, with Advice to Young 
Players. By PATTERSON... 6d. 

BILLIARDS : Explained, and with Diagrams. By 
Captain CRAWLEY. 6d. . : 
INDIAN CLUBS, DUMB BELLS, and SWORD 

EXERCISES. By Professor HARRISON. Illus- 
trated, 6d. : 
GYMNASTICS, BICYCLING, RUNNING, WALK ' 
ING, and LHAPING. With Chapters on 
Training. By Capt.CRAWLEY. 6d. 

THE MAGIC LANTERN, with full directions for 
its use and the painting of slides. 6d. - - 
FOOTBALL, LAWN TENNIS, and other Ball 

Games. By a Crack Hand. . 6d. ig 
THE THREE ARTS of SELF-DEFENCE, Fencing, 

Broad Sword Exercise, and Boxing, with 

Diagrams. By Capt. B, CLAYTON. 6¢. 


THE AQUARIA, and its contents of 


Gold and other Fish, Insects, and Plants, with 
instructions how to manage. By J. BISHOP, A: J. 
LuLoyD, F. 8. LEACH, and T. HALL, Thirty-five 
explicit Illustrations. Price 1s. post free, 

THE AQUARIA... By BAaRstTow, Naturalist. 6d. 
TWO SPLENDID ILLUSTRATED GIFT BOOKS, 
Size 4to, medium, cloth gilt, bevelled, price 5s. 

each, free, 5s. 6d. wih 


ADVENTURES of SIX YOUNG MEN 
in the WILDS of MAINE and CANADA; or, 
The Knock-about Club. By C. A. STEPHENS. 
Illustrated with 96 artistically-executed En- 
gravings by American Artists. 

ZIGZAG JOURNEYS in the WESTERN STATES 
of AMERICA., The Atlantic to the Pacific. 
A Summer Trip of Zigzag Club from Boston to 
Golden Gate.. By HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH. 
With 150 beautiful Engravings, done ex- 
pressly for this book. 

Just Ready, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d.,a new Cookery Book, 

by Mr, SAMUEL HORBs, Chef de Cuisine t 
Royalty, nobility, clubs, &c,, entitled, . 


ONE. HUNDRED and _ SIXTY 
CULINARY DAINTIES, for the Epicure, the 
Invalid, and the Dyspeptie. In offering this 
very useful werk of good dishes, a large num- 
ber will be new to many, and might truly be 
termed “la creme de la creme,’ of modern 
culinary art. 

CHEAP and CHOICE COOKERY for SMALL 
FAMILIES with SMALL INCOMES. Price 
6d. Little Relishing Dishes, combining Ex- 
cellence with Economy. Mrs. ye. ee 
WHITCOMBE. By adopting the Receipts in 
“Cheap and Choice,” it will be clearly proved 
that really digestible and appetising dishes 
can be served at trifling cost. _ -S 

LONDON: DEAN AND SON, 160A, Fleet-stree 

~~ and by order of all Booksellers, as 


Tum Tom TOPSY.. 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 
A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
248, ner Gall. { "sna carriage Paia. ’} 488, per Dozen, 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, B.C. Distillery, Aberdeen.) 
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Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETYE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 














ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
Aer To at part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
s 12s. 6d. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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SHORT SPINS BY “RUNNING LINE.” 


I srz your correspondent, “ A. J. P.,” says, “Three months close season, three 
months hot weather, fish dead off the feed,” &c. 

Surely “A.J. P.” would not take fish when they are full of spawn, and it is 
precious little use taking them for some time after they have spawned ; chub, 
barbel, pike, &c., are not worth pulling out. 

If he would prefer doing so, he would still reduce the chances of increase to an 
immense extent, and make matters worse than ever. 

IT know one splendid river that had become so depleted of fish before the Act 
came into force, that I firmly believe if the close season had not been inaugur- 
ated there would have been very few fish left. And how would it have been 
with Father Thames, do you think, if it had not been for such men as Messrs. 
Spreckley, Brougham, Geen, and other? One dreads to think of it. 

The matter lies in a nutshell. Everything has been done to take fish out of 
the river to which I refer, and many others ; but not a single thing has been 
done to put any in to make up for the terrible drain ; and now anglers are all 
grumbling, like somany bears with sore heads. 

_ They should allow a fair percentage of the money subscribed to be expended 
in restocking their favourite rivers. I think Ihear them say “Neverabit.” Then 
they must go without fish. They cannot have the cake and eat it too. 

Re hot weather. Allow me to inform “A. J.P.” there is one place, at all 
events, where it is notorious fish bite better in hot weather than at any other 
time, and that is the Welsh Harp. 
~ At other places when fish will not look at a bait, I know from experience 
they will often bite like mad here. Well, it isone of those mysteries it is not 
so easy to unravel. Mr. ‘Warner says he cannot understand it; Salter says 
ditto; but so it is. 

fe fishing in the winter. The “ Trent Otter” is about right. I have caught 
more bream in the Trent in September than any month inthe year ; but, I 
would remind you—for I have noticed it on several occasions—that in the 
month of July, where there is a stream flowing into lakes and ponds, when there 
has been a rise, and the water has assumed the colour of whey, I have had 
some good bream using a well-scoured cockspur and brandling for bait ; at such 
times [have found these better than lobs. 

These may be obtained out of rotten refuse, rich earth, and old dung heaps by 
hundreds at the present time. 

Tf Mr, Frank L. Moir were to succeed in take barbel, and I think I may say 
bream, in December and January he would have very little sport in doing so, for 
there is little fighting or struggling, as far as the former is concerned, and they 
come to land:shockingly tame. ' 

I knew an old angler well, who, after immense trouble and perseverance, used 
to boast he had taken barbel every month in the year; and it was his opinion— 
after 70 years of angling—that to bait a place for either bream or barbel after 
the end of October was a waste of time. 

A contrast. On several occasions he has been in the water up to his middle 
“muddling ’—you carry into the water animmense sod and tread it to pieces 
with your naked feet : Oh, very well !—for gudgeon on a bitter cold day in 
March, and he has told me he had the greatest difficulty in taking half-a-dozen. 

In the same place in the’ month of August I have taken twelve and fifteen 
dozen in one day. 

A few wordson ‘clever strangers. Ihave often seen a scientific stranger 
with a most elaborate outfit unable to take afish, whilst your Johnny Whop- 
straw with a willow withe has been pulling them out almost every swim. 

Why? Because one knew the water and the other did not. And I often 
think the most humble angler living near a river for a number of years can often 
supply information, even to the most clever and scientific angler, who does not 
live by, the side of a river. I have observed it over and over again, and, asa 
rule, there issomething to be learnt from almost every angler ; and with this gentle 


reminder, not to despise our humbler brethren of the angle, I must bring these 
remarks to a close, CC ASHORE | 8 


: HINTS TO YOUNG FLY-FISHERS. 

Dear Sir,—Here are a few odds and ends which at this time of the year may 
be found of use to, at any rate, the younger readers of the “IF. G.”—Yours 
obediently, FE Ra 8.3. 





ELBow LAMENEss, 


If I may invent such a term, is an affliction, and sometimes a very annoying 
one, that anglers, when commencing the use of a fly-rod, are subject to ; lawn- 
tennis players also know what itis. In both cases the sufferers are often in- 
capacitated for some time from continuing their sport. As this is not a medical 
journal, I will not enter into the cause of the pain and its exact anatomical 
seat ; but I wish to suggest that in the first place it may be prevented to a great 
extent if the intending angler will for week or two before he thinks of fishing 
frequently make use of his walking stick when out walking as if it were a 
fishing rod—i.e., he should hold it as he does the rod, and go through the same 
motions with his wrist and forearm, remembering to keep the elbow and upper 
arm motionless by his side. With regard to a cure of the pain, when it exists, 
I recommend plenty of fomentation with hot water, and if very bad, fold a pad 
of lint or linen, dip it in hot water with a fourth part of laudanum in it, and 
put it on the painful part, covering it over with oil silk or thin guttapercha 
tissue, tie a handkerchief over, and sleep in it. Don’t try stimulating 
liniments. 

Furies anp GNATS 


Are often very troublesome by the riverside. Last season here in Hampshire 
1 could not possibly have fished sometimes had it not been for the remedy 
which Iadopt. Dissolve a lump of camphor, as big as a walnut, in a large 
wine-glass full of olive oil. Before going to the riverside anoint the wrists and 
those parts of the face—especially under the rim of the hat—which are exposed 
with a little of this, and the flies will cease to trouble. I used to find this 
perfectly efficient in India when shooting, even against the attacks of the 
myriads of ticks in the dry grass. A small bottle of this will be found a very 
useful companion to the angler. 
Dryine LINEs. 
Never forget to dry your line after a day’s fishing ; it is easily done, and the 


line will last four times as long. Draw it off the reel, and wind it round the 
back of a chair or the foot of the bed during the night. 


EriquettEeE AMONG FISHERMEN. 


When a gentleman sees a fisherman at work, he never interferes with his 
sport by fishing too near him, whether he is on his own or the other side of the 
stream. When fishing for salmon at Ringwood, I have had a—well—a person 
come and flop in a prawn on the top of a fish that I had been spending an hour 
over, spoiling my chance of sport for the day. I had my opinion about that 
person. 

: Grey MULLET. 

With regard to Mr. Carter’s discovery of a gizzard, surely fowls do not 
require this organ for the purpose of grinding up soft, fat substances ? 

[Perhaps the mullet hasa soft gizzard. Most fly-fishers must have experienced 
“elbow lameness.’ We have found that a fortnight’s cricket practice (fast 
round-arm bowling), say, an hour or two every evening, gets the arm into good 
training in a very pleasant way.—ED. ] 





ANGLING NEAR LONDON. 


DAGENHAM LAKE. 








Hints to Novices. 


WorsLinG Brrre.—If you get one of those “ wobbling” bream bites for which 
this water is celebrated, you may strike time after time without hooking the fish, 
and from what I have experienced, it appears to me one of those things which, 
as Lord Dundreary used to say, “no fellow can understand.” Some say one 
thing, some another ; but I think when the floatis “on the wobble ” is the best 
time to strike—at all events I have caught them oftener when the float has 
been ‘“‘on the wobble” than when it has been laid flat. Philo says flat, I say 
wobble. But, wobble or flat, in either case the fish has not left the bait, 
because if it had the float would cock in the ordinary manner. You must settle 
it amongst yourselves. 

Serious Objection—The only serious objection I have to fishing in this style 
without either rings or a reel ; if a large perch, carp, tench, eel, or, perhaps, 
a decently-sized pike, take it into their heads to take your gentles, &c., the 
chances are you will be smashed all to ribbons. You have no resource. 

This is what happened at Wimbledon. Summer before last the late keeper 
told me an angler lost three beautiful carp one morning ; he had three break- 
aways ina very short time. You might just as well try to stop a bullock with 
such tackle. I have heard several of these scientific and clever gentlemen talk 
about playing and landing a 4lb. or 5lb. carp when using a fine-drawn gut bottom, 
but I never saw one of them accomplish the feat—not one, Sir. A good device 
to obviate this difficulty I must tell you a story, because I cannot finish this 
business without. Some 32 years ago I was fishing in the river Trent opposite 
the osier bed just below Carlton Mill; it was in one of those still, quiet, 
sheltered eddies where, as the poet so beautifully puts it, the water 


*“ Dimples in the dark of rushy coves.” 


T had taken a very fair sample of silver bream and a few good roach, <A few 
feet just outside the eddy, and a little nearer the shore, there was a slack piece 
of water like a sheet of glass. You know what I mean. Into this sheet of 
glass (if I may be allowed the expression) I carefully let down a nice bunch of 
gentles, I could easily do this, because I was sitting close to the side, and I had 
about a yard strike. No sooner had the float settled then under it went as 
though it had been shot out of a gun, and the moment I struck the fish made 
one terriffic rush and snapped the line like a carrot. On this occasion I 
had no reel, and my fine, yet strong, Nottingham twist cracked like a miniature 
whip. I recollect it as though it were yesterday. What gut that must have 
been. I thought the fish was a barbel. However, whatever it was, it went 
away with one of my best roach floats, about 2ft. of gut, and 13ft. of line. I 
recollect how annoyed I was, because (wonderful to relate) both roach and bream 
had taken possession of the same swim, were biting beautifully, and it was fast 
getting dusk. In less than five minutes I was served precisely the same again, 
This was what, in sporting parlance, is called a “‘facer.” I did not know what 
to do. My last bream was kicking and smacking his lips in the creel, and as I 
sat listening to the strange sucking, kersucking noises of the gasping fish, all at 
once an idea struck me—I saw exactly what I required ina moment. I wanted 
a tight line for the roach and bream, and a running line for the barbel, all in 
one, I quickly put together a barbel rod, and using the stronger top of the 
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two, I put the line through the rings, I then took a bit of stick about, Jin. long, 
and making a slip knot in the line about a yard from the top ring tied on the 
stick, and put on a float and tackle similar to those I had lost, then, winding up 
the slack line round the reel until the bit of stick came “snock ” against the 
top ring, I was fully prepared for any emergency that might arise. Strange ; 
but I never thought of this before. 

It is all very well to talk about philosophy, but you don’t know how beauti- 
fully they were biting. All being ready, I let the bunch of gentles carefully 
down as before, and no sooner had the bait reached its destination than under 
went the float. I instantly struck, hooked the fish, and quick as thought 
changed my rod over into my left hand, managing the reel with my right. I 
knew by the peculiar plunges and erratic rushes of my knowing gentleman I 
had hold of a chub, and strong, bold, and intensely determined as his struggles 
were to free himself, they were soon over, and bringing his head well up against 
the strong current, circling and boiling into the eddy, I brought to bank a 
beauty about 41b. Craft and cunning as usual had been one too many for 
pluck. It is not often bream, roach, and chub are taken out of the same swim, 
but they were on that occasion. 

The Style Explained—To my surprise I saw this style explained by a 
gentleman in the FisH1nG GAzErte last year, and you, Mr. Editor, approved 
of it in a footnote. I only hinted at it when the roach controversy was 
on. If the rod be held properly, the whole force of the strike 
should be on the stick, not the reel, and, as I said long ago, “you 
can hit them beautifully.” The reel should be of. the smallest, so as 
not to interfere with the balance of the rod. The line, of course, must be 
considerably shorter than the rod (but not too short), and a landing-net is 
essential, or you must rise from your seat every time you catch a fish, and land 
it the best way you can. If this plan had been adopted at Wimbledon Lake 
last summer, a number of carp now roaming about that expanse of water with 
hooks in their jaws, might (and no doubt would) have graced the apartments of 
many a disappointed angler. It appears to me that in consequence of there 
being so much natural food in this water, the angler who can get the fish 
together with the least quantity of grain bait will be the most successful. Ground 
bait you must have ; but there is a great dangerin young beginners giving the 
fish a surfeit. Lastly, any man who dearly loves to steal away from the worry, 
care, and anxieties of everyday existence, and enjoy a day of supreme quiet and 
repose in the country, cannot do better than pay a visit to this noted water. 

A. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, } 
[ Several letters are crowded out this week,—Eb., | 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Srr,—There is nothing worth writing about this week, the river being out of 
order all the week. A few pike were caught on Monday at Clifton, and a few perch at 
Colwick on Saturday. I forgot the sensational catch of pike on Tuesday, which 
many here havea strong opinion about. Fancy returning 26 fish, 10lb. each. Your 
Derby correspondent is rather late in the day with hisremarksaboutsalmon fishing. If 
he will refer back a few numbers of the “ F.G.,” he will see I gave the Derby anglers 
all the credit for introducing the style of fishing called by some the Nottingham 
style.—I am, Kc., A.W. 

March 9th. 

[Our Derby correspondent’s letter was mislaid, and in consequence delayed. 
—ED. | 


FISH-SCALE FLIES ARE PATENT. 


Srr,—I at one time wrote you saying I was willing to prepare pike scales to be 
used only by amateurs who might be clever enough to be able to tie their own flies, 
I notice a letter in your issue of 7th from Mr. Frank Gosden about carp scales taken 
from the mirror carp. They are of no use, having no thick base. I have tried every- 
thing, even to mica, mentioned in the GAZETTE. Yes, even some materials better 
than any mentioned—such as cow horn scraped thin. I laboured away, trying and 
trying everything to carry out the idea of the transparent wing. I managed it, and 
when I at last showed it at Edinburgh Exhibition, owing to the jurors, or some of 
them, not being able to see their way to accept my statement, I divulged through 
your paper and the Edinburgh Scotsman what the wings were composed of. 

I, however, did not give liberty to anyone to make the flies except bond fide amateurs, 
and had them thoroughly protected. My patent and registration, embracing ‘Fish 
and Other Scales,” which will prevent even boa constrictor scales being used, and 
they are pretty good; also, some American fish. Your correspondent cannot 
have been reading the advertisements in “F.G.” last season, or they would have 
seen it mentioned that the pike scale or fish scale flies are patent. I will be 
advertising shortly, and will state it more explicitly this season.—I am, &c., 

JAMES MACNEE, 


SALMON IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 


Str,—I have been much pleased with the controversy that has taken place with 
different correspondents in your journal on the subject, “ Whether salmon take 
better in the upper or lower waters during the autumn months.” In fact, 
every subject connected with salmon must be most interesting to all fishermen. I 
have had, alas! avery long experience, it being long past the half-century since I killed 
my first salmon. I trust, therefore, that it will not be thought presumptuous on my 
part if I write a few observations that I have made on the subject in discussion on 
the many rivers I have fished. I see by Mr. Kelson’s letter that he says, “he would 
rather avoid as useless a discussion as to whether the upper or lower districts are the 
more productive in autumn.” It is useless in one sense—namely, that it cannot alter 
the fact ; but, at the same time, I think that some reasons may be assigned for the 
difference in the rivers, Mr. K. alludes particularly to the Usk, a river that rises 
and falls very rapidly, and in very heavy floods which often take place. The 
quantity of very large stones that are carried down is a fair reason to account for 
heavy spawning fish running as speedily as possible to the upper and comparatively 
easy running water, to being subject to the heavy artillery that would await them 
below, and, of course, but few fish remain there to spawn. I think that the 
experiences of most old fishermen would be that in small rapidly rising and falling 
rivers, the fish push to the upper waters as speedily as possible. On the contrary, 
in large rivers, especially those that have lakes in their course, the upper streams 
are almost untenanted until late in the season, and the fish do not take freely. Take, 
for example, in Ireland, the Shannon, the Erne, Galway, Blackwater, and the Bann, 
the breeding streams of these riversare not good. The Bush is a small but first rate 
river. It abounds in salmon, and during the early months, say, until J uly, they 
take freely ; but after that, the sport is scarcely worth naming ; but in most of the 
northern Irish rivers the rod fishing in autumn is a myth, as the streams have then 
been polluted by flax. Mr. Kelson names the Tweed as a river in which the fish take 
well in the upper waters. Ifancy the Sprouston and Kelso waters would, as a rule, 
show him better sport and heavier fish. The Awe, again—what splendid autumn fish 
may there be killed, while in the Orchy, above the lake, the fish are at times very 
sulky, But I am taking up too much of your valuable space or I could 





name a great many more rivers that I have had the pleasure of throwing a 
line in, so will only now thank you for allowing this subject which, to me, and, I 
feel sure, to all fishermen, is most interesting, to be discussed in your valuable 
journal.—I am, ke., SALMO, 





FLAX WASTE. 

Srr,—I have tried five or six times to keep worms in flax waste, but after about a 
week or so they are all dead. The flax waste is soaked enough ; could you tell me 
the reason why they die ?—I am, &ce., H. DANncocks. 

[A correspondent very kindly sent us some flax waste to experiment with, but we 
have not yet tried it.—ED. | 





SUGGESTED SOCIETY FOR STOCKING THE RIVER LBA. 


Srr,—In your issue of March 7th, Mr. Howse (unintentionally, Iam sure) slightly 
misrepresented my views, for he writes :— Mr. R. also suggested to me a rough idea 
for members of angling societies and anglers generally to contribute towards a fund 
to be started for the purpose of restocking streams, lakes, ponds, &c., depleted by 
excessive angling or from other causes.” The crude idea that I wished to convey to 
him was that a Lea Angling and Preservation Society should be formed, to do for 
the Lea what other societies have done for the Thames and Medway—i.ec., to buy 
stock fish and turn them into suitable parts of the river, to protect the spawning 
beds, and, if funds permitted, to lay down Lund hatching boxes, and to provide 
night watchers when necessary.—I am, &c., NOVICE. 

[ Unless we are mistaken, the Lea Preservation Society have put fish in, and intend 
to put more in ; in fact, it is (as usual) only want of funds which prevents their stock- 
ing the river from one end to the other.—ED. | 





TWELVE POPULAR SALMON FLIES, &c. 

S1r,—Perish the thought that I, with my 34 years’ residence in Scotland, should 
have the temerity to lay claim to possess the same extensive knowledge of the flies 
for Scotch rivers as your friend and valued correspondent, Mr. G. M. Kelson. 

In stating that, conscientiously, I feel bound to differ in the case of a couple of 
flies from his selection of “the four most popular salmon flies,’ I do so with the 
utmost respect, and out of no desire to be thought an authority on the subject. I 
think it is pardonable if I allude to a statement of Mr. Kelson’s, and say that if a 
person possesses ‘a favourable opinion of himself,” it behoves him to neither repress 
nor discard it till he is persuaded by a competent authority that his notions of him- 
self are erroneous. 

It is not my province to enter into lengthy discussion—a few facts simply stated 
stand me in better stead than lofty imaginative flights and labyrinthine sentences, 
To the subject, then, without further ado : 

As so much depends upon individual opinion, bias, &c., it would be quite impos- 
sible, without many dissents, to determine what four flies are most generally used 
throughout Scotland. Though I recognise that little advantage can be gained by 
anglers in seeing the subject thrashed out, compared with what can be derived from 
the carrying out of Dr. Peard’s excellent suggestion in GAZETTE of Saturday last, I 
crave your indulgence in being allowed a few remarks, by which I shall seek to free. 
myself from the suspicion of being a self-constituted authority. 

Bethinking myself, after having written my first letter, that I had nerhaps acted 
with undue haste, I wrote forthwith to four competent authorities—one in the east, 
one in the west, one in the south, and one in the midland parts of Scotland—asking 
their experience, with a view to haying my own experience confirmed, or, failing 
that, of making the amende honorable to Mr. Kelson, for having challenged his 
selection. The gentlemen in question all bore out my contention that Jock Scott, 
Butcher, Childers, and Silver Doctor are presently, and have been for some years, the 
four most generally used flies on Scotch rivers. They all pooh-poohed ! the “ Lion.” 
One of them—and his knowledge and experience of flies are, conclusive, second to 
none in Scotland—wrote, saying : “ A few years ago the ‘Durham Ranger’ was a 
great fly on the Tweed, but the‘ Silver Grey ’ and the ‘ Wilkinson’ are now regarded 
as much better. The ‘Lion’ isa fly very little used anywhere, except by a few 
anglers.” The same gentleman would substitute the Silver Grey for the Silver 
Doctor, as it is a better fly, more suitable for fishing with under a variety of circum- 
stances and in all rivers than the Silver Doctor, and therefore, in his opinion, likely 
to become more popular. The rest of the gentlemen substantially agreed with my 
selection, and they named several other popular flies. Putting their ideas together, 
I gather from them that the popular flies for Scotland should be ranked thus : Jock 
Scott, Childers, Butcher, Silver Doctor, Silver Grey, Popham, Sir Richard, Black 
Doctor, Blue Doctor, Durham Ranger, and soon. Everyone can think as he likes, 
and use, as he no do doubt will, whatever flies he thinks best. In thus stating the 
resultof my investigation, I would just remark, before finally quitting the subject, that 
were T to consult my own taste, I would not select for personal use every one of the 
tour first-mentioned fiies. In this matter itis unfortunate that others more qualified 
than “your young correspondent,” should have failed to express an opinion. ‘“ What 
I have written I have written,” and if it be adjudged by your readers, as is certain 
to be the case, that “ Jack is not yet equal to his master,” it is left for me to cheer- 
fully aquiesce and admit that the “ Old Stager ” has the best of the pull. 

“ A suggestion” by Dr. Peard is deserving of something more than mere recog- 
nition. Were it not to forestall Mr. Kelson’s intentions, I am sure, Mr. Editor, that 
it would be your wish to promote the compilation of something like what is suggested. 
The Dr. has struck the right key, and I agree in toto with what he says. My primary 
object in penning my first letter on this subject was not to make an onslaught on 
Mr. Kelson’s selection, but rather, as can be seen (though much to my regret the 
meaning was mis-construed), to suggest the taking in of a greater range of flies less 
suitable, maybe, in general, but more suitable in particular, to the various rivers 
throughout the kingdom. I am greatly pleased to notice that you consider Dr. 
Peard’s idea a very good one, Can you not then, provided it would not interfere 
with any prospective arrangement of yours, suggest and arrange how it should be 
carried into effect? It migh be worth while, provided you arrange to proceed with 
a work of the kind, to embody brief notes as to the best time for fishing each river, 
in addition to a short description of the river itself, with hints regarding the reaches 
whereon the best sport might be expected at certain seasons. A reliable work would 
be a godsend to anglers, and would free them from the make-believe and misleading 
information which, alas! from interested motives, is far too common in most guide 
books. 

I thank you for your courtesy, and apologise for occupying, at such length, the 
columns of your valuable paper.—I am, &e., W. MURDOCH, 

164, Crown-street, Aberdeen. 


FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER. 

Str,—It is some time since I did any bottom fishing in this district, but your 
correspondent, J. Crabb, will find good fishing at the following places—viz., 
Pickmere, and Marbury Mere. Train to Lostock Gralam, 16} miles, Cheshire lines, 
and walk two miles to fishing. (There is some trout fishing as well just near, terms 
1s. 6d. per day). Pickmere is free; Marbury, permission required, which is never 
refused to respectable anglers, The best way to fish these places is to stay over 
night at the publichouse near Pickmere, and make arrangements as to boat and 
ground baiting before fishing Worsley Canal. Trains to Worsley Canal near Booth 
Mills, Peel Causeway, Cheshire lines; pike and perch. If “J. C.” will see Mr. 
Ramsbottom, Market-street, he will, no doubt, tell him of plenty of other places 
close at hand. 

I am leaving here on Wednesday for Scotland for two or three months’ fishing, in 
various districts, and I shall be glad to send you particulars as a guide for some of 
your readers if you would care for them,—I am, Xc., ; W. H. MACAULEY, 

[Always glad to have practical notes.—ED.] _. 
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- THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.—PRESERVATION OF THE RIVER LEA. 


S1r,—It has been determined to entertain the Fishery Bailiffs of the River Lea at 
a dinner on Tuesday, 31st inst., at the Swan, Upper Clapton, at 7.30 p.m., the 
necessary funds having been subscribed by the members of our committee. 

As a number of gentlemen taking an interest in the river have expressed their 
wish to be present at this dinner, we have decided to issue a limited number of 
tickets at 3s. 6d. each. 

Should any of your readers wish to join us on this occasion, they can do so by 
making early application to our president, Mr. P. Geen, Mount Ararat, Richmond, 
or myself.—I am, &e., R. GHURNEY, ec, 

10, Baches-street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N. 


LARGE BLEAK. 


S1r,—The Bleak referred to by Mr. S. Howarth in your issue of the 7th as measur- 
ing over six inches from eye to tail is undoubtedly a fine specimen, the average 
being from four to five inches ; but it may interest that gentleman to know that 
many larger ones have been taken; in netting the Barnes reservoir of the West 
Middlesex Waterworks in June, 1879 some bleak were secured measuring no less than 
eight inches from the eye to the tip of the tail. The circumstance was mentioned as 
remarkable in the Sporting and Dramatic News of the 7th June, 1879, page 283— 
Bleak measuring 8 inches are recorded from Sunbury Reservoir, in Bell’s Life of 
18th March, 1882; also one of 74 inches from the Thames is mentioned in the 
Sportsman of 9th October, 1880. But the Triton amongst the minnows (f beg 
pardon—Bleak), is the one described in the Field of 28th November, 1874, which 
measured 9 inches and weighed one sixth of a pound.—I am, &c. GIANT. 

_ [We have got this bleak in some of Mr. King’s Fish Preservative, and it is not too 
much to say that there is no other preservative at once so cheap, clean, and effective 
as this, We have specimens which have been in it two years’ and are still as bright 
as ever. It is not so strong as alcohol of course, but with a shilling’s worth of this 
powder you can make enough preservative to cure three times as many fish as you 
could get into a shillingsworth of alcohol, and they are infinitely brighter and better 
for use. Mr, King’s address is “Chemist, 1, New-road, Commercial-road, E.”—ED. | 


“MONTHLY LIST OF TROUT FLIES.” 


Srr,—I am very glad to see that Mr. Walbran is going to give a monthly list of 
flies. I was intending writing to you and asking if trout flies could not be treated 
something like what Mr. Kelson has treated salmon flies. In my opinion the F.G. 
is steadily improving, and long may it continue? 

I send youa report of our meeting taken from Consett Guardian, which you may 
probably find room for in the GAzETTE,—I am, &c. 

W. PALLIASER, Hon. Sec. Durham Derwent Angling Association. 


[ Hope to notice the report next week.—ED. ] 


CANE BUILT RODS. 

- Srr,—In reply to your correspondent ‘“ Black Gnat,” I beg to state that since 1881 
I have used nothing but cane built rods, and have entirely discarded my old wood 
ones, as I find that cane rods are so much lighter and quicker in their action; that 
they cast much better against a wind, and from their quickness I rarely miss a bona 
Jide rise. I have had no warping of the joints, neither have I had any breakages, I 
have only tried one steel centre, 10ft. Gin. (made by Hardy Bros.), and have every 
reason to be satisfied with it, although for so short a rod I hardly think it necessary 
to have steel unless for heavy fish—I am, &c., CANE BUILT. 

Holland Park, Bayswater, W., London, March 11th, 1885, 





THE MUNDELLA ACT, 


Sr1r,—I quite agree with J. A. P. and F. Malcom’s remarks e fence months for roach 
and chub. 

» The roach are now in splendid condition, and not nearly ready to spawn, and we 
might well fish for them another month; again, I have caught roach in June that 
were covered with slime and generally out of condition. 

With your valuable assistance by ventilating this subject in your paper. some- 
thing might be done to alter the Mundella Act—an event which would be welcomed 
by roach anglers, the majority of whom, I am sure, agree with the above remarks, 

J. A. P.’s suggestion for a monster meeting would certainly be a step in the right 
direction, and with your kind assistance we may soon hope for an alteration.—I am, 
&e. W, J. GREGG, 

Tottenham and Edmonton Angling Society. 





MEASUREMENTS FOR MAKING A FISHING PUNT WANTED. 


Srr,—Could you or a correspondent kindly inform me as to the proper measure- 
ments for a fishing punt about twelve feet long, also the best timber to construct it 
with, &c.—I am, &c. KAWAI. 

Auldgirth, Dumfriesshire. 





THE CEIRIOG. 

Srr,—I find that Major Biddulph’s water only extends to the bridge at Chirk. 
From hence to the Dee the water belongs to Lord Hill Trevor, who preserves it, 
but who is very liberal in giving permission to fish—seldom refusing,I believe, any 
one who applies to him either personally or by letter. R. WooLra.u. 





DO PIKE “ PAIR OFF” BEFORE SPAWNING TIME ? 

Srr,—I hope you will not think I am asking too many questions; but to tell the 
truth, it is not always easy to read the great book of Nature without asking ques- 
tions of those whose experience has assured them of much that the young angler is 
doubtful of. What I want to ask is, if pike are known to “ pair off ” at about this 
season, before it is time for them to retire to the spawning ground? Why I ask _is 
because I had the pleasure to fish some grand water with Mr. Frank Brain last Friday, 
and, although we had a north wind, rain, hail, snow, and general “ cold showers ” we 
took fifteen fish which weighed 107lb. The two largest—114lb. and 12lb—fell to 
Mr. Brain. One of my number wasa handsome little fish of 83lb, taken with a 
small gudgeon on a gut paternoster, and a very light roach rod, while trying for 
perch. The fish were in splendid condition, appearing to be very backward as to 
spawning, and I was told that such is always the case in the water we were fishing. 
We noticed that we always took two close together, and always within half-a-pound 
of each other, and it was sometimes half-an-hour before we took any more, and then 
in a different place and always a pair. The 114 and 12 pounders were a pair, taken 
within ten minutes of each other. As I know of no other means of telling if a fish 
is a male or a female than the safe, but not very instructive one—‘ if she takes the 
bait, it isa female ; if he takes it, it isa male.” I should be glad of information on 
the subject. Will you tell me, Sir, why a pike of 10lb is a pike, and one of 41b. a 
jack ?—I am, &e. FRANK F. Morr. 

[The term “jack” is and always has been used to indicate a young pike—one 
under 3 or 41b. Pike do not pair, in fact it would be hard lines on most of the 
hen fish if they did, as there are far more hen than cock fish ; as 
in trout, the milt of one male is sufficient to fertilise the eggs of half- 
a dozen females, all probably much bigger than the male.—ED. | 


SS 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies “sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers, A trial is ail that is requined, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by- some’ of the best fishermen of the day. Aa] flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d; per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 4 


CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT VISITs. 

The next visit of the above will be to the Bermondsey Brothers’ Angling Society, 
the Alscot Arms, Alscot-road, Bermondsey, on Monday, the 16th. Chair taken at 
nine prompt. I shall be pleased to see as many friends as can make it convenient 
to attend.— W.. H. PAGE, district officer. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 9s. from 
the donation boxes of the Amicable Brothers Angling Society. I have great plea- 
sure in stating that I am directed to place on our list of annual subscribers the 
name of H. Dickinson, Esq., vice-president Richmond Piscatorials.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in fish on the 8th inst. :—Mr. F. Harding, chub 
71b. 50z., roach 3lb. loz., dace 3lb, ; Mr. Taylor, one jack 5lb, 60z., roach 3lb. 84oz., 
dace 11b. 30z.; Mr. Arnold, roach 5lb. 630z., dace 30z. Mr. Ghurney opened the 
contribution of the Anglers’ Beneyolent Society, which contained the sum of 
£1 9s., from the smoking concert. Please accept many thanks to those anglers and 
friends who contributed to the same.—J. WORLEDGE. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club fished at Staines on the 8th inst. for one prize, Mr. F. 
Newton winning with a fine show of roach, one going 1lb, loz. A Special General 
Meeting on Tuesday next, for most important business ; all members are requested 
to attend. The Annual Dinner and Distribution of Prizes takes place on April 21st. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst. Mr. Sparrow had a very nice show of roach. On the 8th we had 
a good attendance of members and friends, but the shows were moderate. Mr. C. 
Brown was again to the front with a good show of roach, perch, and dace. Messrs. 
Saunders and Dutton had also roach.—O. E. M. 

CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society held their usual weekly meeting on Wednesday evening, the 11th 
inst. Mr. Jackson presided. A splendid show of fish was in the trays, notably a 
finely-marked jack in good condition, caught by M. Warsop, who also weighed in 
roach, perch, and grayling. Mr. Edwards also made his mark with a fine show of 
roach, and “ blushed like a rose” on being complimented by the chairman on his 
fine catches. The various prizes won in the last competition of the season were pre- 
sented to the winners, who made suitable replies to the compliments of the chair- 
man, Mr. Jackson then announced that next Wednesday evening, the 18th inst., the 
society would hold a reception and smoking concert, to which all members of London 
angling clubs would be most welcome. A pianist has been engaged and the room 
would be heavily baited to catch vocalists. 

The next return visit (Western District) will be held at the above society’s house, 
the Rent Day Tavern, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park, W., on Wednesday, the 18th 
inst., when all anglers and friends will be welcome. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out in full force on the 8th inst., the consequence of which was 
our trays were full. Particular mention may be made of Mr. Granfield’s show of 
16lb. loz. of good roach, heaviest fish 141b.—E. C. 








COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Most of our members were out on the 8th inst., being the last opportunity they 
will have for the next three months, and went to various places, those who went to 
the Thames being more fortunate than those who went to other places, for Messrs, 
Webley, Green, Simpson, and Tucker weighed in some nice barbel, perch, and roach, 
—(C. REEVES, sec. ‘ 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETIES. 


Secretaries of angling clubs are respectfully informed that the new railway 
privilege cards are now ready. In anticipation of a further increase of members for 
the ensuing season, you are requested to forward to me as early as possible a full 
list of members who require the new privilege cards.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The following members weighed in fish on the 8th: Mr. McDonnell, roach, perch, 
dace, and gudgeon, and Mr. Chambers roach and perch from the Thames at Wrays- 
bury ; Mr. Robson, perch, anda jack 3lb. 340z. from Huntingdon, and Mr. Castell, 
roach, 6lb. 340z., heaviest fish, 15$0z. Our return visit on Monday was well attended ; 
we had a room full, and a few over. Mr. C. Watling was chairman, faced by Mr, 
Gray and Mr. Beningfield, and Mr. Tom Drury kindly presided at the pianoforte. The 
chairman opened the harmony with the “Four Jolly Smiths,” also, in the course of 
the evening, he gave his favourite song, ‘‘ The Sea King” ; the vice-chair followed 
with the “ Powder Monkey ” ; Mr. Date, “The Skipperand his Boy” ; Mr. Chambers, 
of the City of London, “ Paddy and the Rope”; Mr. Johns a good recitation founded 
upon the well-known nursery tale ‘The House that Jack Built”; Mr. Jennings, 
“Sailing ” ; Mr. Constable (Bostonians),'‘ The Stowaway ” ; Mr. Rayner (of the Star), 
a recitation, in his usual masterly manner ; Mr. Wade (of the Edmonton and Tot- 
tenham), “ Dawkins’s Night” ; Mr, Steven (St. Johns), “Rocked in the Cradle of 
the Deep” ; Mr. George (of the Second Surrey), “ Dick Turpin” ; Mr. Walker (of the 
Burdett), ‘“ Willo’ the Wisp” ; Mr. Walker (of the Convivial), “ Dissolving Views” ; 
Mr. Morgan (Bermondsey Brothers), “ Blue Alsatian Mountains” ; Mr. Thorling, 
“Four Jolly Good Fellows,” and Mr. Clark (of Independent Brothers), “John 
Doyle.” The visiting officer, Mr. Thorling, having called the roll, twenty-two clubs 
answered their names—viz.: Amicable, Waltonians, City of London, Convivial, 
Crown and Buckland, Eustonians, Globe, Little Independent, Original Clerkenwell, 
St. Johns, and Star, also the Amicable Brothers, Anchor and Hope, Bermondsey 
Brothers, Bostonians, Burdett, Duke of Norfolk, Edmonton, and Tottenham, Inde- 
pendent Brothers, Odds and Evens, Prince of Hesse, Rodney, and Second Surrey. I 
am requested to thank those gentlemen who attended, and we will return their visits 
at the first opportunity. The next will go to the Convivial.—Cas, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The weekly meeting was held on Monday last at the Swan, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in 
the chair, The ordinary business was carried out. Mr. H. Short had a fine show of 
roach from the Lea at Cook’s Ferry, and Mr. Woodhead 5lb. of chub, one scaling 
2%lb., from the Lea at Angel-road. Mr. R, Ghurney attended, and brought under 
the notice of our society the complimentary dinner which it had been decided to give 
‘to the bailiffs of the river Lea ; our members praised the idea very warmly, and I 
had no difficulty in disposing of 18 tickets in the room. I have no doubt I shall sell 
as many more amongst our members. I am sure that it will not be want of inclina- 
tion that will keep any of our members away from the dinner, as we all are so de- 
sirous of showing our appreciation of the excellent manner in which the bailiffs 
have carried out their very hard and onerous duties. sincerely hope that all clubs who 
use the Lea will be strongly represented at the dinner. Mr. Ghurney told me he in- 
tended sending a circular to all angling societies in and about London. We had 
pleasure in presenting £1 1s. towards the expenses, for which Mr. Ghurney expressed 
his thanks on behalf of the committee. I am somewhat surprised that my letter in 
last week’s edition respecting “restocking” waters, &c., has not met with one 
response. Iam the more surprised at this, from the fact that to those whom I have 
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verbally explained my ideas I have had strong expressions of approval. Will not 
some anglersavrite me a few lines, and assist me in forming a committee? Surely 
the object is good, and for the benefit of all anglers !—HENRY Howsg, hon. sec, 


THE CRESCENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above association was held on Wednesday, the 
4th inst., at the Giraffe Tavern, Newington, S.E.; the chair being taken by Mr. 
Hayward,sen. There was a good muster of members present ; amongst them Messrs. 
Vaughan, Nosworthy, Carr, Elliott, Shaw, Hearn, Joel, W. Hayward, A. Hayward, 
Parrott, Brooke, Feuillade, Wood; Messrs. Sheen, of the De Beauvoir Angling 
Society ; and Field, of the South London Angling Society. The secretary, Mr, H. T. 
T. Ross, being absent through illness, the duties of that officer were discharged by 
Mr. J. Collins, the worthy host and treasurer. The quantity of fish takeh and 
weighed in for the day was as follows :—Mr. Shaw, 12lb. 140z., and Mr. Carr, 
111b, 730z. roach, from Sudbury ; Mr. Hearn, 101b. 630z. chub from Hampton ; Mr. 
Collins, 2lb. barbel and 51b. 2402. of dace and roach from Richmond ; Mr. Hayward, 
sen., 21b, 20z.one jack from Egham. This-society is in a most flourishing condition, the 
members of which have competed for prizes during the season now about to close 
amounting to between 40 and 50 guineas. All lovers of the piscatorial art on the 
south side of the Thames cannot do better than enrol themselves as members. 


EALING-DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

You will regret to hear of the demise of our late respected secretary, Mr. J. G. 
Legrys, who died six weeks ago. I am pleased to inform you that one of our 
members was successful amongst the perch the. week before last, four of which 
scaled 6lb. 50z. The same member last week was busy indeed amongst the roach, 
eleven of his best fish scaling 153lb., and also one dace, 100z. These are being set 
up. I beg to inclose herewith subscription to GAZETTE for ensuing season,—W. F. 
BIGGS, sec. pro. tem. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY., 
The above club had a splendid show of roach on March 8th, all the trays being 
full and extra ones besides, Messrs. Ferry, Greggs, Wade, Foster, and your humble 
servant being the lucky members.—AN OBSERVER. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club, to the number of 45, fished at Ponder’s End for 
nine prizes on the 8th inst. Not many fish taken, the following members being the 
winners, in order :—Mr. T. Ormes, 1; Mr. Sampson, 2; Mr. T. Raynor, 3; Mr. E. 
Holmes, 4; Mr. Hellens, 5; Mr, H, Pluckrose, 6; Mr, Haines, 7; Mr. Gadbury, 8 ; 
Mr. Hackett, 9—R. Murpuy, 








GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On March Ist we had a very fine show of fish, contributed by the following 
members :—Mr, Stammer, chub, 11b.. 90z., Watford ; Mr. Watley, chub, 11b., ditto ; 
Mr. Hambidge, roach, 2lb. 120z.; F, Watling, 51b. 7oz. ; Graves, 11b. 7oz.; Warren, 
150z., all from the Thames ; Mr. Theobald, roach, 13lb, 60z. ; Mr. J. Dingley, 151b. ; 
Mr. G. Watling, 15lb. 80z. ; total, 571b. 100z. On March 8th (our last day for weigh- 
ing in) we had a far better show of fish than we anticipated. Mr. G, Watling 
headed the list with a fine sample of roach weighing 16lb. 1loz., two fish over 11b. 
each ; Mr. Theobald, 41b. 80z.; Mr. J. Dingley, 3lb, 130z. The following members 
had some nice roach from Bourne End:—Mr. F. Watling, 10lb. 180z. ; E. Smith, 
3lb. 80z. ; W. Parkin, 1lb. 140z. ; 8S. Parrett, 120z. ; Graves, 3lb. 100z.; Cooper, jun., 
21b. 30z. ; G. Cowper, 11lb. 100z. ; Hockham, 21b. loz. ; Cooper, sen., 100z. ; Hambidge, 
6lb. 80z. ; C. Watling, 1lb. 4oz. ; and last, but not least, Mr. P. Stammer, a pretty 
chub from Watford, 3lb. 100z. ; total, 63lb. 60z., a very good finish. Several mem- 
bers intend having the last day (Saturday), when we hope to have a good show.— 
J. A, FITCH, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Bentley in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. A circular letter 
was read from the Anglers’ Association, stating that a special delegate meeting 
would take place on Wednesday, the 18th, in lieu of the usual monthly meeting on 
Monday. Captain Alfred read a paper received from a friend in Meriden, Conn., 
U.S.A., on “ Winter Pickerel. Fishing in America,” Mr. Parker proposed, and Mr. 
Young seconded, the following resolution : “'That we have a series of short papers 
with discussions upon topics connected with angling, illustrated with tackle, the 
discussion to be continued every Tuesday evening, after the ordinary business of the 
meeting has been disposed of, with the exception of the first Tuesday in each month ; 
no member to speak more than ten minutes unless by permission of the chair.” 
This was carried unanimously, and Mr. Parker undertook to commence next week 
with “Jack.” He requests that members will bring up their tackle. A vote of 
thanks to the chairman concluded the proceedings.—H. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Pleased to say that the above society had some nice shows of fish on the 8th inst. 
Mr. C. Layton, between 5lb. and 6lb. of roach ; Mr. J. Jackson, between 41b. and 5lb. 
of roach; Mr. Glover, roach and dace; Mr. A. Fish, roach. Several others also 
had smaller lots.—C. J. MILLIE. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We wound up the season on the 8th inst. with two handsome shows of roach— 
Mr. J. Osborne, 191b,, and Mr, M. High, 12lb., and Mr. H. Steadman chub. Jack 
fishing closed in this society on the 1st of March.—R. GHURNBEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The two special prizes were fished for on Wednesday, the 4th inst. Mr. G. Bliss 
secured first honours, Mr. T. Ward second. Mr. Hayward had a tray of nice roach 
on the same day, which weighed 21lb. 90z. Mr. T. Dennison, sen., has been well 
amongst them during the past week, having weighed in some very fine chub, roach, 
and perch. Three special prizes were fished for on the 8th inst. Mr. A. Bass was 
first, Mr. H. Butt second, Mr. T. Ward third. Messrs. Butt and Goodwins had shows 
of roach on Wednesday, the 12th inst.—H. B. 

LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 8th inst. our members were ont to fish for two prizes at Sunbury, and met 
with the following result :—Mr. Ulph, Ist ; Mr. Johnson, 2nd. Seven of our mem- 
bers fished for a sweepstake, consisting of two prizes, at Windsor, and met with the 
following result :—Mr. Porter, 1st ; Mr. Davis, 2nd ; Mr. Sheen, dace and gudgeon, 
one of the dace weighing 7joz. ; Mr. Gramlick, roach ; Mr. Holmes, roach ; Mr. Ellis, 
perch ; Mr. Jenkins, perch, all from the Thames. Mr. Bingle had a nice show of 
roach from Great Marlow weighing 311b.—H. BrNGLE, sec. 








LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

We had a grand muster at our meeting on Thursday night, March 5th. Those who 
were not present missed a rich treat, as it was a sight to gladden the eyes of true 
anglers, and when the deputation appointed the previous week to visit certain 
water which had been offered the Association, gave in their unanimous report in 
favour of accepting the offer, and announced that terms had been agreed to, the 
cordiality and unanimity that accompanied the confirmation of what the deputation 
had done was magnetic. Votes of thanks went flying about in all directions, and it 
required all the well-known tact and discretion of chairman and vice-chairman to 
restore the equilibrium and calm the excited throng. For a very reasonablesum we 
haye now acquired for every member the right of fishing in five to six miles of water 


containing a fair supply of salmon, mort, sea trout, and brown trout, full particu- 
lars of which will shortly be sent to each member.—R. WOOLFALL, hon, sec, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY, 


The members of this society have most of them been out lately. On the Ist inst. 
there was a very nice show of fish brought in by the following members :—Mr, 
Aldis, jack ; Messrs. Grindley, W. Plumpton, senr., W. Plumpton, junr., dace. On 
the 8th inst. were at it again, and in the evening the trays again contained a pretty 
show of fish. Mr. Greenwood, perch; Messrs. W. Plumpton, senr., W. Plumpton, 
junr., dace. H. Underwood also had a take of dace.—W. HILLIER, sec. 


PRINCESS OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On March 1st, several members visited their favourite swims, and in the evening 
our trays presented a yery satisfactory appearance. Mr. Maynard had a nice show 
of barbel and roach 6{1b.; Mr. W. Ney, barbel and roach, 5lb. 7oz. ; Mr. A. Porter, 
chub and jack, 421b.; Mr. Wyatt, roach, 41b. lloz.; Mr, Layzell, dace, 221b. ; Mr. 
Cattle, dace, 2lb. Another member, who had been to Kempton Park Lake, returned 
with nothing but the toothache. March 5th, Mr. Knight was enrolled an honorary 
member, and Mr. Buckeridge was nominated a fishing member. It was decided to 
have our annual supper and distribution of prizes at our comfortable quarters, 
Westmoreland Arms, George-street, Portman-square, not later than the last week in 
May—the exact date will be duly announced—when we hope to see a good muster of 
members and friends. On the 8th inst. our little contest took place. Ten members 
entered, but only four turned up in time to weigh in, some of them having missed 
the train. Mr, Whatt (alias ‘‘ The Bourne End Tiger”) took the first prize with a 
fair show of roach, Mr. A. Porter coming in for the second, being defeated by 2oz. 
only, Mr. Ney taking third with 2}1b. of roach, Mr. Cattle being at thé bottom of 
the poll with roach from Teddington. Our worthy chairman, Mr. Gordon, was 
reported to have had at West Drayton an exciting encounter with a fine chub of 
about 8lb., which proved too strong for his tackle, for it not only broke his line, but 
rod also came to grief, and Mr. Chub lives to fight another day.—G,. ATTWELL, 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 


There was a large gathering of the members of this society and friends at the 
club-room Station Hotel, on Wednesday evening, Mr. A. J. Little in the chair, Mr, E, 
V. Powell, vice-chairman. The usual routine business having been disposed of, the 
hon. secretary announced that Mr. E. H. Smith had weighed in several fish 
caught near Windsor—viz., one chub, 3lb, 1340z.; one perch, 2lb. 130z.; barbel, 
41b. 7oz., T1lb. loz., 6lb, 1330z., 3lb. 130z., 6lb. 3}0z., 6lb. 130z., 61b. 1oz., 3lb. 20z.,. 
5lb. 7oz., 5lb. 20z., 41b. 1302. ; roach, 1lb. 50z., lb. 20z., 11b. 150z.; one dace, 8oz,, 
and one bream, 6lb. 840z, The chairman reminded the members that the coarse- 
fishing season would close on Saturday, and that the season for trout-fishing on the 
Thames would commence on April 1st. He introduced his trout-fishing tackle, and 
gave a description of the various modes of capture for this gallant fish. The vice-chair- 
man narrated his experiences on the Avon when in company with Mr. Temple, 
They captured forty pike weighing 1933lb. in two days, the largest 16lb. 
The chairman then referred to the proposed “ River Thames Bill,’ introduced into 
the House of Commons by Mr. Story Maskelyne and backed by several members. 
In the course of some lengthy remarks he stated that the Bill was the outcome of 
the select committee appointed last year, and it applied to the portion of the river 
above Teddington Lock. Referring to Part I. Clause 1, he said it was important to 
the boating world that it would be lawful for all persons to pass and repass in boats 
or other conveyances, by water, over or upon any and ‘every part of the River 
Thames through which Thames water flows, including all such backwaters, creeks, 
side channels, bays, and inlets connected therewith. As to Clause 4 it appeared to 
apply to house boats more particularly, and with reference to Clause 5 riparian 
owners would have to establish twenty years’ right to obstruct the river by weirs, 
bridges, or otherwise. 
from an angler’s point of view, as likely to lead to much unpleasantness, as through 
the wording it enabled the Thames Conservancy to make bylaws and special regu- 
lations “for the prevention of annoyance to the occupiers of any riparian residence 
by reason of the loitering or delay of any boat in any place within 200 yards of such 
residence, and in sight of the front window thereof.” Now, what was the defini- 
tion of the word boat? Possibly it meant boat only ; but in the definition of the 
word vessel at the end of the Bill, it said that vessel includes every kind of con- 
veyance by water, and this rendering would include punt or other water conveyance. 


It was well-known that many men fished from a boat only, and he (the chairman) — 


thought that this clause should be defined more certainly, as!it was certain the river 
from Teddington Lock to Staines was free to all, having been once under the Cor- 
poration of the City of London, and since transferred to the Thames Conservancy 
and the particular care of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 
liven supposing that the riparian rights were established by Charter, it was hardly 
fair to give rights for 200 yards from a residence to a person who possibly had but 
50 yards of fishing. The chairman admitted that in the case of house boats, bathing, 
&c., it was most necessary to legislate, but it was not advisable to give a loophole for 
the deprivation of any public fishing interests. In reading the other clauses of the 
Bill, he drew attention to the regulations as to shooting, registration of boats, &c., 
and requested any observations on the matter. Mr. Geen, in some pithy remarks, 
said it would be as well to consider the Bill from a favourable point of view, as in 
the preamble it stated that, whereas the river Thames had been from time immemorial 
a navigable highway, it admitted that the river might’ be looked upon as ‘public 
property, subject always to the right of riparian owners, who had charters to show 
for such rights ; at the same time, there should be no doubtas to the wording of any 
of the clauses. Dr. Sellé, in a few words, thought that shooting should be abolished. 


Mr. Terrill considered that many of the clauses were very satisfactory, at the same ~ 


time he was of opinion that the chairman should place himself in com- 
munication with Sir J. Whittaker Ellis, Sir Trevor Lawrence, and other 
Members of Parliament, or kindred associations, and point out the objection- 
able clauses in the proposed River Thames Bill, with a view to get such 
clauses amended; this was seconded by Dr. Sellé and carried unanimously. 
The chairman then informed the society that the committee were of opinion that, 
considering the immense amount of good that Mr. Francis Francis had conferred 
upon anglers of all classes, both by his published works and splendid example, he 


be requested to become a vice-president of the society, and the chairman was 


requested to write a letter to that effect. The proposition having been carried 
unanimously, it was proposed by Mr. Turner and seconded by Mr. Lucas, and carried 
that another smoking concert should be held before the summer commences, The 
silver trout challenge cup was submitted by Mr, Cockburn for approval, ‘much. 
admired, and ordered. Messrs. Timberlake, Lawes, McGowen, and St. Quinten 
were proposed as members to be balloted for at the next meeting. j 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


On the 8th Mr. T, Hughes forwarded thirty-one very handsome fish, the gross 
weight going about 160lb. They were distributed among members and friends 
during the evening. Our open competition was brought to a close this evening 
with the following result :—lst, Mr. R. Smith,a nice show of roach and dace 
from Shepperton ; 2nd, Mr. Pyne, roach and perch from Taplow ; 3rd, Mr. G, Dodd, 
roach from Bray; 4th, Mr. J. Davis, roach and dace from Richmond ; 5th, Mr. J. 
Hotham, roach, perch, and dace from Taplow ; 6th, Mr. C. A. Pocock, roach from 
Isleworth. Messrs. Flower, Grant, and Chantry visited Wraysbury, but failed to get 
much sport. At themeeting held on the 11th, Mr. Moody was elected as delegate to 


the Anglers’ Association, Messrs. C. Grant and Flower were appointed auditors. — 


Members are requested to attend on Wednesday next to discuss the when, where, 
and how the prizes shall be awarded, and to see what they can find for—PIxrE, 


With regard to Part II. Clause 6, he looked upon this clause, 
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ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On the 8th inst. we had a good muster out in consequence of a large number of 
prizes to be fished for on that day. About twenty met at Paddington and booked to 
Henley-on-Thames. On arriving there they proceeded to refresh themselves, pre- 
vious to undertaking a rather long journey—viz., Medmenham, which was accom- 
plished in about forty-five minutes. Mr. Wood, first, at the close of the day was 
able to show us a very nice chub, also some good roach and perch ; Mr. Palmer, 
second, with roach and dace; Mr. Carter, third, with ditto. Messrs. Huges, Healey, 
Longland, Henderson, Holding, Parsons, Rider, Brewer, Artualt, Csomor, Schmidt, 
ani others also had some very nice fish. The last named gentleman was successful 
in getting to bank a chub over 3lb., which he caught on his roach line. Several of 
our members ‘had courage enough to venture out on the ?0th inst., in spite of the 
strong east wind that was blowing, and wentas far as Goring, Oxon, and were fairly 
well rewarded. Mr. Palmer (or lucky Palmer, as he is often called by some), 
brought in some excellent roach, many of them close on Ilb. ; also some very fine 
chub. Iam sure he deserves them, for when rod in hand no man could work with 
more will, in fact, you can see engraved on his countenance the words, “ I mean to 
hav’ um”; at any rate, he brought in the largest show of fish on the first day of 
the season, and repeated it on the last. “More power to him,” I say. On Tuesday 
night next, 17th inst., we intend deciding when we shall present each member with 
the prizes he has won during the past season, and also to present the balance-sheet 
for the past quarter, which, I feel certain, will give general satisfaction. All mem- 
bers are requested to be in their places as early as possible, to enable the chairman 
to get through the business without having to ask the members to vote an extension 
of time, which is always an objectionable arrangement to—W. H. RIDER, 


SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The long-looked-for match with the Walworth Piscatorials came off on the 8th 
inst. at Addlestone. Our society was represented by Messrs. Brown, Buckham, Head, 
Mitchell, Good, and Sargeant. The result of the competition, on weighing in at our 
club in the evening, was that we were declared the winners by 17oz. The day was 
very fine, but miserably cold, and Iam happy to say the competitors stuck well to 
their posts.—J. KIRWAN, sec. 

{Kindly send report earlier, if possible.—ED. | 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 


The members of the above society fished a match at Staines on the 8th inst., and 
I am sorry to say only one prize being taken by Mr. G. Belton, who just managed 
to “crawl” in. Other members visited the Medway, but returned witha blank. I 
hope to have a good report for the finishing up, as I hear several of our members are 
going out.—H. Tyrer. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


To wind up the season several members of this society, on the 8th March, fished 
their usual Thames competition, two prizes being offered ; Mr. H. Hulbert, with 101b. 
of barbel (four fish) secured the first prize, the second being taken by Mr. H. Thomp- 
son with 5lb. of barbel. Several others had fish. but doubtless the severe frost and 
unconditional state of the river accounted for the smaller quantities. Messrs. Hersant 
and Walker have, during the past week, had some good perch and roach from 
Godfrey’s water at West Drayton, two perch weighing respectively llb. 100z., and 
Ub, 640z., and a roach 11b. 1302, 


WHITE SWAN ANGLING CLUB (LEEDS), 

On the 12th inst., Messrs. G. and C. Grant, members of the White Swan Angling 
Club, had a lucky haul of 15lb. of chub in the Wharf, after about two hours’ 
fishing. They were highly commended by their fellow club members.—J. W. 
HEMSLEY. 





PRIZE NIGHT AT THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


The distribution of prizes to the successful competitors amongst the members of 
this society took place in the clubroom, Mona (late Ashley’s) Hotel, Henrietta- 
street, Covent-garden, on Wednesday evening, and, in addition to this, it was the 
firstnight under the new arrangements—the change from Monday to the Wednesday 
evenings for the weekly meetings. Mr. R. §. Fennings presided, and there were 
present Dr. Brunton, Rev. G. Sumners, Messrs. H. H. Brown, G. Robinson, Marsden, 
D. Goodger, J. L. Meyer, H. Gray, J. Pattisson, James Lander, T. R. Sachs, W. H. 
Brougham, R. HE. Booker, F. H. Lemann, E. Foreman, T. Huggetts, E, Russell, G. 
Parman, H. J. Warman, HE. Walker, H. J. Inderwick, E. Bennett, W. M. Jesse, E. 
Deller, &c., &c. The following were the prizes that were distributed and their 
respective totals : The silver cup of £10 10s., for the greatest number of specimen 
fish from public waters, was secured by the respected treasurer of the society, Mr. R. 
S. Fennings, together with a splendid silver gilt badge, presented by Mr. T. R. Sachs, 
and, £1 for the largest grayling, amounting altogether to £13 12s., thereby placing 
that gentleman in the highest position for the year ; Mr. George Robinson came next 
with a total of £8 8s., closely followed up by Mr. Thomas Huggett with £7 16s. ; 
then comes Mr. Walker with £6 15s. 6d.; Mr. E. Foreman, £6 10s.; Mr.H. B. Brown, 
£5 7s. 6d.; Mr. M. H. Blamey, £5 4s.; Mr. C.P. Wheatstone, £3 13s, 6d.; Mr. A. W. 
Beasley, £2 2s.; Mr. T. E. Wright, £2 2s. ; Mr. T. R. Sachs, £2 1s.; Mr. T. G. Batt, Mr. 
H. Gray, and Mr. H. Harden £1 1s. each; and Mr, L. Meyer, £1. The total amount 
of the prizes won was £68 15s. 6d., out of £90 10s. 6d. that was offered. Although 
the season has been distinguished for a considerable increase of fish weighed in, 
there has been nothing very great in the weight of specimen fish. Mr. Fennings is 
credited with a grayling of 1lb. 100z.; Mr. Meyer, a Thames trout of 3lb. 7oz.; Mr. 


T. Huggett, a pike of 16lb. 80z.; Mr. Sachs, a perch of 2b. loz; Mr. 
Shipway, a barbel of 6lb. 100z.; Mr. Walker, a roach of 2ib.; Mr. 
Fennings, a dace of 100z.; Mr. Meyer, a chub of 41b.; Mr. Fore- 


man, a bream of 6lb. loz. There were three salmon weighed in, as follows : 
Mr. H. Winton, one of 27lb.; Mr. R. C. Blundell, one of 12lb. 14oz.; and Mr. W. B. 
Adlington, one of 6lb. 80z, Amongst the specimen pike, Mr. Thomas Huggett 
weighed in no fewer than eight fish, from 81b. 10oz. to 16lb. 80z., with an aggregate 
total of 921b. 7oz., or anaverage of 1141b. for each fish. This must be regarded asa 
great achievement in pike fishing. The total amount of fish weighed in last year by 
twenty-eight members was 2,068lb. 130z., Mr. R.S. Fennings placing to his credit 
the top weight of 5211b, 50z.; Mr. Thomas Huggett next with 4941b. 50z:; Mr. G. 
Robinson, 293lb. 130z. ; Mr. H. Foreman, 1071b. 100z.; Mr. H. B. Brown, 1001b. 2oz. ; 
and Mr. M.H. Blamey, 83lb. 130z. The other weights ranged from 5lb. loz. to 
641b. Goz. At the conclusion of the distribution, Mr. R. 8. Fennings sent round “ the 
loving cup,” and he was heartily congratulated ou his prizes. After some compli- 
mentary remarks on the general excellence of the dinner at the Holborn Restaurant, 
a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Daniel Grant, M.P., for presiding on 
the occasion. Mr, F.H. Lemann stated, as the result of the dinner, he had three 
new members to propose, and in the absence of Mr. M. H. Blamey, informed the 
meeting that gentleman had also secured three new members, making six in all. 
The remainder of the evening was principally occupied in obtaining prizes for the 
forthcoming season, Mr. F. H. Lemann reminding those present that as next year 
would be the 50th anniversary of the society, he hoped there would be a greater 
number of prizes contributed. The toast of ‘Success to the Piscatcrial Society ” was 
drunk with great enthusiasm, and. the evening terminated with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the chairman, the receptiow by the company fully evidencing the high 
respect in which Mr, Fennings is held. B, 


OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


The House Dinner of the Fly-fishers’ Club last Wednesday was a great 
success. 


# Me ag 


The Sportsman’s Exhibition, which will be held at the Agricultural Hall 
from April 16 to April 25 (see advertisement for particulars), will, we learn, 
be of more than usual interest this year. Several of the leading fishing-tackle 
makers have, we are glad to say, taken space, and others intend todo so. It 
would “‘ draw” well if some place where rods with lines on them could be tried 
(perhaps some outside space) were provided. 

Mr. W. H. Brougham, Secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, writes usa letter on paper which we notice has a new copper-plate 
heading, done up in an envelope with a new and capital copy of the seal of 
the Society in colour on the flap. He informs us that to evince his apprecia- 
tion of the work done by the Society, Mr. Alfred Mackrill has made them a 
present of the plate and die, and a good supply of envelopes and paper. The 
Society ought to feel much obliged to Mr. Mackrill. 


A CHALLENGE TO Trout-Fisumrs.—Mr. Harry Pritchard, of New York, the 
well-known angler and expert fly-caster, offers to match himself and Mr. Jas. 
Ramsbottom to fish for trout in a friendly contest against any two men in the 
United States, “taking three days’ fishing on any fresh-water trout stream, 
not having been previously fished by the contestants, within three hundred 
miles of New York, for the expenses of the trip, or for a stake if preferred.” 
Unless we are greatly mistaken, Mr. Pritchard is an Englishman, and a very 
good hand at the switch cast. When competing at one of the American casting 
tournaments, he beat all the other casters ; but not having seen this beautiful 
and useful salmon cast practised before, the judges ruled it “ out of order.” 

ES * * * * 


We regret to see, from the Border Standard, that ‘‘ though few dead fish have 
been taken from the river, it is evident, from the great number seen flappering 
on the pools in the manner peculiar to fish tainted by the salmon disease, that a 
great proportion of the fish now in the river are affected.” Good word, that 
“ flappering.” 

Mr. Thomas F. Brady, Inspector of Fisheries, has secured in Belleek another 
batch of salmon ova obtained from the river Erne, and despatched them to 
Tasmania. We wish the experiment all success, but fear that the enormous 
numbers of sharks and other equally voracious and more agile fish of prey 
which abound on the Tasmania and New Zealand coasts will prove too many 
for the smolts or salmon. 

The anglers in Dumfries, having for two years enjoyed unmolested the privi- 
lege of fishing from the burgh lands abutting the Nith, intend to petition the 
Government, through the town council, for leave to fish from the lands belong- © 
ing to the War Department, known as Kingholm Merse. Should their applica- 
tion succeed, they will have open to them all that portion of the Nith 
extending from Albany Palace to the New Quay. 


2. 


ow 


Tue Metrort Locus.—Again Mr. John Macfadyen, of Culfail Hotel, Mel- 
fort, has restocked his various lochs with several thousands of the far-famed 
Loch Leven trout, Levenensis. Mr. Macfadyen has for a number of years intro- 
duced the Loch Leven trout to his lochs, and, as a consequence, the number of 
anglers visiting this district is yearly increasing, and the fishing greatly mm- 
proving. All anglers will accord Mr. Macfadyen much praise for thus sustain- 
ing the character of trout-fishing in this neighbourhood, which we believe to be 
second to none. Proprietors and lessees of fishing places would do well to take 
a leaf out of Mr. Macfadyen’s book, and the common complaints of “ too much 
fished,” &c., would be heard much less frequently than at present. 


* * * * * 


Carp CULTURE.—Since the introduction of carp into the United States a 
few years ago, upwards of two thousand persons have engaged in their culture. 


Mr. Ghurney informs us that the Lea Conservancy Board have altered the 
date when trout-fishine commences to the 1st of April, as in the Thames. 
The fence months for Jack are from March 1 to August 1; for other fish from 
March 15 to June 15. Weare glad to hear from Mr. Howse, Hon. Sec. of the 
Clapton Angling Society, that trout are becoming more plentiful in the lower 
reaches of the Lea, and that as the Tottenham sewage is to be kept out of the 
river, the angler’s prospects are greatly improved. We hope the day is not far 
distant when, as formerly, grand takes of fish could be had as far down as Lea 
Bridge. Mr. Howse has been one of the foremost advocates for a “ Pure 
Lea.” 


A Bia Carp.—Our German contemporary, the Deutsche Pischerei Zeitung, 
chronicles the capture of a 251b. carp. Its length was 39in., girth 16in., with 
scales as large as a dollar. 

We are glad to hear from Mr. W. J. Cummins, of Bishop’s Auckland, that he 
intends to make some salmon casts with the buffer fastening. He sends us his 
new catalogue of 80 pages, with an attractive new coloured wrapper. The 
front page of it represents a salmon angler at work, and the back page is a 
view of a good roomy punt, with an angler and his fisherman im it. 


* as * * 


Mr. Cummins, as many of our North-country readers are aware, is a first-rate 
trout and salmon angler. He knows anglers are far more particular and diffi- 
cult to please than the fish, and in this list he gives an immense variety to 
select from. We can recommend our readers to get this catalogue, even if only 
for the information about trout flies, and how and when to usethem. We hope 
he will exhibit at the forthcoming Sportman’s Exhibition at the Agricultural 
Hall. 





A Dog LANDING A SALMON.—During a heavy flood in the Hdell, some boys from 
the village of Crosby were fishing with worms for eels and flounders, when suddenly 
one of their rods, which was lying on the bank, shot into the river, disappeared, and 
‘rose again in the middle of the stream. The boys had a cur dog with them, which 
they directed towards the floating rod, when the animal plunged in and seized hold 
of it. Aviolent struggle now commenced, the dog seeking to regain the bank he 
had left, and some powerful opponent under\the water endeavouring to escape with 
the rod up the stream. After a contest, which lasted for upwards of a quarter of an 
hour, the dog succeeded in bringing the rod ashore, and attached to the hook a fine 
salmon weighing some 7lb. or 8lb., which was thoroughly exhausted in striving 
against its four-footed antagonist.—(“ Sports and Adventures in tho Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland.””) 
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S. ALL AGENTS should see above before purchasing Tackle of any description fer the ensuing season. The best 
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TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest aud Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announves that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c, 

FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 + Putney. 

45 2 Hammersmith, 
Ada 50 4 Barnes. 

55 " Kew. 

75 te Richmond, 

80 %, Twickenham, 

85 i Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For Timms oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, March 14 12.28 12.52 
Sunday, a 15 1.12 Rae 1:31 
Monday, * 16 1.50 A be 2.8 

Tuesday, 5 17 2.24 2.39 
Wednesday, ,, 18 2.56 3.15 
Thursday, a Oi cece Sie 3.32 3.49 
Friday, * 20 3 4.9 4,27 


New Moon March 16. Close Time for Coarse Fish Commences March 15, 
Gar River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
SS SSSA! 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fvtter-lane, London. 
ee aerate we sy LAO NM ON 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The water on Wednesday was in good condition, but a cold treacherous wind was 
by no means attractive toanglers. It must be borne in mind that Saturday, the 14th, 
is the closing day, and not the 15th, as some suppose. There were a great number 
of bank anglers out on the 8th, asin all probability their finishing day of the season. 
Some of them in the tideway did fairly well, whilst others in indifferent swims went 
to the bad. There was one barbel taken by a bank fisher at Richmond, and two 
small Jack at Shepperton of about 2lb, each. The genial days at the end of last 
week gave another spurt to barbel fishing, and for this kind of angling the Lampern 
has become the popular bait. The fishermen having a few did not part with them 
under one shilling each. It has been one of the worst seasons for years for the 
Lamperns, and it is said nota single export order has been executed at Teddington, 
where as a rule thousands are shipped for Holland, where they are used as bait for 
deep sea fishing for cod. This is much to be regretted, as it isa serious loss to the 
fishermen. who regard the Lampern harvest as their support when angling is but 
little practised. The results of angling this week are, up to Wednesday, somewhat 

rief, but if the weather is anything like on Saturday some of the anglers are sure 
to be out to make their final essay amongst the finny tribe. Mr. Charles Elsden and 
Mr. A. Mark fished some private water near the Thames on Saturday last, but were 
only able to get five fish, owing to the dace which they took down on the previous 
evening having all turned up ; they had only five dace and caught a fish with each, 
There were plenty of jack to be seen, and the chances are they would have got plenty 
of fish but for the want of bait. It is supposed the water in the neighbourhood was 
impregnated with iron and did not suit the bait. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Henry Wheeler, in four days, 271b. weight of roach and dace, and 
one barbel : Job Brain, in two days, 18lb. ; and Henry Howard, in one day, four and 
a half dozen. The bank anglers have been getting some good roach, and an odd 
barbel, 

Twickenham.—J. Coxen, in one day, about ten dozen of dace; John Spong, in 
two days, twelve dozen ; J. Dobbin, in half a day, three dozen ; and Pert Hammer- 
ton, in one day, five dozen. 

Teddington.—Benjamin Stevens, one day, seven barbel, weighing 341b. ; another 
day, eight fish, the largest 7lb., and another day, two fish ; Joseph Baldwin, in one 
day, two barbel ; and Mr, Bull, seven barbel, all good fish. 

Kingston.—John Johnson, sen., in one day, three dozen of roach and dace. The 
bank anglers here, as well as at Surbiton and Thames Ditton, have done moderately 
well amongst the roach and dace. 

Hampton Court.—Thomas Milbourne, in one day, seven dozen of dace ; Thomas 
Wheeler, in the same time, four chub, the largest 4lb.; and Con Davis, six dozen of 
dace. The quantity of dace taken‘here is accounted for from the fact that these fish 
are now heading up for spawning purposes. The bank fishers have done well in this 
neighbourhood, 

Chertsey.—J . Poulton, in one day, two dozen of roach. 

Staines.—John Keene, jun., in two days, seven dozen of roach and three perch. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Tor the last few days of the season 1884-5 the river will be in good trim for roach, 
perch, chub, and jack. During the whole of the past week, from Monday to Monday, 
the water was execrably bad ; and but a modicum of sport accrued to the braves out. 
At Bray and Maidenhead bankers have had deposits of from 41b. to 5lb. each of but 
indifferent-sized roach ; one puntster, however, having fished nearly all day without 
a nibble, in the last half hour, with tail of lob, nobbled two perch going over 11b. 
each, and a chub 24lb. At Cookham and Bourne End the waters are somewhat dis- 
turbed by the practising human race. However, a Londoner out yesterday (Wed- 
nesday) with Jones, in four hours landed 191b. of fine roach from one swim with 
one rod, and would have done much more, but gentles failed, and other baits would 
not be looked at. At Marlow, the competition for jack and perch has taken place, 
and resulted in Mr. Bastick, of Wycombe, taking first prize ; and also a first header 
(accidental) into the river. Hurley, on the 8th, was visited by some dozen St. John’s 
—one of the fraternity getting 111b. of roach, others 5lb. and 61b. each, and others nzZ, 
The Sonning and Wargrave waters, on the 8th, were crowded with bankers ; but the 
bad trim of the water precluded anything but the most mediocre success. Those 
who can get away for the final Saturday, will have sport, [am almost sure, as the 
water is fining down beautifully, and weather settled, cold, with a nipping wind 
from north-east, Good-bye season 1884-5! Success to ditto, 1885-6 !—MARLOW 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


As it always happens, just as it is time to leave off, the fish bite well. 
beautiful, 


Water 
Not many have been out the past week, owing to the cold winds, I 
have been out three times. On the 8th, 15lb. of roach and perch. On the 10th, 
101b. To-day (the 12th) I took my station down the Fleet, and the way the roach 
and perch bit was delightful. Lots of them over a pound. About 18lb., and one 
jack of 3lb.—G, LUMSDEN. ape 
Thames (Goring). 

Water has been in first-rate order all the week, but not many fishermen. 

had two days, best day 101b. of good perch and one jack 3lb.—JOHN RusH. 


Thames (Windsor). 


The river has fallen rapidly since my last, and now that the season is over has 
just got into excellent order. Many local anglers intend trying the jack for their 
last day of the season, which closes on the 14th inst. The wretched state of the 
yiver up to Wednesday last prevented anything being done with jack, perch, or 
chub, and only a few roach and barbel were had. <A bank angler fishing just below 
Bray was fortunate in getting nine of. the latter fish on the 8th inst., and a very 
curious capture reaches me from Quarry Wood which happened to a bank angler. 


I have 
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Using a three-hook paternoster baited with worms, each bait, it appears, was taken 
by a fish—the rod being left, as so many bank anglers do, to fish for itself. This 
lucky angler landed all three fish, and, as none of them were under 2lb., this must 
have been a trifle exciting, The report comes from a most reliable source, conse- 
quently I give it as being one of the many very interesting feats in the records of 
angling. The piercing north-east wind of the last few days has kept the trout well 
below the surface ; none have been seen since the 8th, when Gray tells me he saw 
several, and till a change occurs shall be unable to give any whereabouts. When I 
do, I sincerely hope the “ tips” given will be as productive of sport as in years past. 
Many hours have been saved by strangers who did not know the waters or the exact 
locality of the fish, which, as Thames trout anglers know, require a lot of waiting 
on, especially in the deeper waters.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme District. 


We haye had continuous cold north-east winds during the past week, and few 
anglers have been astir. Trout fishing has not begun yet, anglers wisely preferring 
to let the fish get into condition a little before commencing operations. Coarse 
fishing closes at the end of the week ; but the riverhead remains open at the charge 
of 1s, the day, or 5s. the year.—THOMAS Forp, 


Chichester. 


The summer-like weather during the week, coupled with the near close of the 
season, has lured many anglers to the water side, but without any great result. <A 
few good bream have been taken, and some fair perch and roach; one of the self- 
tending rods was drawn into the basin a few days since, a good pike of about 10lb. 
taking the live bait. In the upper reaches of the Ouse some good roach have been 
landed, a well-conditioned pike being taken with dead gorge. From Selham I have 
no news. Some of our neighbouring anglers patronise Selham during the close 
season, ostensibly trout fishing with the worm, but few coarse fish get returned to 
the water. Weather fine, water in splendid condition.—Guroras F, SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


For the past week only a few anglers turned out, as the weather has been rather 
frosty for trout taking well. Friday, only one gentleman out; caught five bull 
trout, weighing 36lb., the two best over 101b.each. The same gentleman caught six 
on Saturday, 21lb. ; same day, Mr. Leighton caught two, 6lb. ; Mr. Wilkinson, three, 
103lb.; Mr. Barker, 16 trout. Monday, Mr. Leighton, one bull trout, 73lb.; Mr. 
Hutchinson, nine trout. Rain is wanted, as river is rather fine.—F. B. 


The Dove. 


The weather has greatly improved since I last wrote, and the river isnow running 
in beautiful condition. We have had an increased number of anglers out, and there 
has been a fair rise of fish on the water. Still, sport has not been very prolific, and 
the dishes could not be reckoned at more than four brace per rod. ‘Trout are now 
getting into splendid order, and the season will have commenced in real earnest by 
the end of the month. The March Brown is now fast appearing in sheltered places, 
and with the present weather prevailing will shortly be fully on the surface. The 
coarse fish season is now practically over, and rodsters must bear their souls in 
patience for the ensuing three months.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

A good many salmon must have fallen to the rod during the past week, as both 
water and weather have been suitable ; but I have not heard many particulars. On 
Saturday afternoon Mr. James Skel killed two fish in the Wetheral waters. The 
greatest piece of luck I have heard of was that of Mr. J. B, Slater, on Wednesday 
afternoon. After a long and painful illness he was just able, for the first time, to 
hobble down to the water at Crosby, leaning on his son’s shoulder, and killed three 
spring fish and landed a kelt, in less than three hours, all with fly. There are lots 
of fish in the river, and very little disease. In fact, it seems to be dying out. One 
noticeable feature is that the fungus is this year of rather a darker colour, more 
like what used to appear on kelts before spring fish were affected ; so we hope we 
have seen the worst of it. I have just heard that Mr. R. H. Horrocks killed two 
fish on Wednesday, on the Doctor’s Flat, and Colonel Sharp landed a beauty of 
10}1b., at Lyke Foot. Tom Bird also had a fish the same day, at Armathwaite— 
SILVER GREY. 

Exe and Barle. 

The weather has of late been cold, with an east wind prevailing, but the water 
has been in good order, consequently fair sport has been obtained. Trout have 
chiefly taken the Blue Upright, but also come to Moor, Palmer, Silver Twist, and 
others. The Earl of Carnarvon’s water opens on Monday next=-CHARLES W. 


NELDER. 
Exe (Exeter). 


Several salmon have been taken at Salmon Pool, Trew’s Weir, and at Cowley 
Bridge. Mr. Baker took a nice salmon of about 8lb. (the first of the season) at the 
last-named water, and some perch and pike have also been captured by the bank 
anglers near St. David’s Station and at Hxwick. Weather fine and river in fair 


fishing order.—J. A. KELLEY. ) 
Esk (Whitby). 


The waters of the Esk have been absolutely unfishable during the week, and 
local piscators are disheartened. It is reported that several salmon and salmon- 
trout have been seen laid on the river bank. A friend informs me that he examined 
one or two of them, and that they bore unmistakable evidence of disease. 
Apparently they had been taken out of the river dead, but why they were not 
buried, instead of being allowed to decay and rot on the bank side, is not easy to 
say. —J. J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing: On Friday T. Davie, fishing off the Bull Point, caught 171b. of 
codling and whiting pout, and R. Souch a cod of 18lb.; since then no boats have 
been able to get out of harbour. It has been blowing a gale from the north, 
which has stopped all fishing ; weather very cold—E. CoMER. 


Lea (Rye House). 


- The frosty mornings have knocked the roach off the feed, but the perch and chub 
are taking the baits very freely. Mr. Brookwell bagged two nice chub to-day 


(Thursday).—W™m. COWELL. 
Lea (Tottenham). 


The cold N.E. winds which have prevailed the whole of the week deterred many 
anglers from trying their hands at the fish ; however, the few that did try did not 
goquite empty away. Mr. Beresford, on Tuesday, killed a jack weighing 631b. ; Mr. 
Dodd one 24]lb. On the 8th inst., two were taken weighing over 4lb. each. The 
bright sunshine on Thursday tempted Mr. Bennett to try whipping with the artificial 
fly. He succeeded in killing one dozen roach and dace, This water will remain 
open for chub fishing only after the 15th inst—HAcKLEs RED. 


Leicester. 

A continuance of fine weather, since my last report, has caused anglers in this 
locality to muster in strong force at both the Leicester society’s and outlying waters. 
Sport, on the whole, may be said to be fairly good for the period of the year. Pike 
fishing has been discontinued in Leicester waters for some days, as the fish are in 
very forward condition for spawning. Trout fishing also cannot be said to have 
fairly commenced as yet, although several anglers have been out during the week, 
but the speckled beauties have afforded only moderate sport. In the local society’s 
water at Aylestone, the best fishing has been had with perch, roach, and chub, 


Among the latter species, a fair quantity have been weighed in up to 4lb. Roach 
fishing has been good. The few remaining days will doubtless see plenty of anglers 
at the river side, and as the waters are now in excellent condition, good baskets will 
probably be had for a wind-up of the season’s fishing. On Thursday the weather 
was bright and fine, but cold, and a good many anglers were out.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams have now both run clear and lowered considerably since our last 
report, and are now in splendid order for fishing, The fish have been rising well 
the last few days at the fly, and have been taking the worm freely. The best flies 
used are the Blue Dun and February Red, but have only been in the warmest part 
of the day, and some very good lots have been landed. The Lugg was fished on Fri- 
day by a gentleman, with the worm, anda nice dish of trout was landed. A few 
very good fish was taken from the Arrow the same day. On Saturday the Lugg, 
near the station, was fished, and a lot of fine fish were caught with the worm. A 
gentleman fished the Arrow, near Ivington, the same day, and took some very nice 
fish with the Blue Dun. The Arrow was tried on Monday, and a few good-sized 
trout were taken. In the Lugg, near Aymestry, a gentleman caught a good basket 
of fish with the February Red. Good-sized fish have been taken in the water near 
Eardisland. On Tuesday some nice trout were taken from the Lugg. The water 
near Kingsland has been tried, and a capital lot of fish have been taken. The 
Pinsley is in good fishing order, being clear. Fishing in it has been very quiet this 
week.—G WYNNE. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water is in splendid condition again after the flood, but nothing of ifportance 
has been done. I can’t hear of many jack being taken, although the weather is fine. 
Two gentlemen were out on Wednesday but did nothing. One small jack was taken 
by a local fisherman to-day (Thursday). Several of our local fishermen will be out 
on Friday to wind up the season, for some will not be out after, for business will 
prevent them. All anglers who haye a chance must make the best use of their time 
for fishing will soon be over for another season.—H. Rout, 


Severn (Gloucester). 

All the water here is now in capital condition for angling, and all kinds of fish 
are feeding freely, although few anglers have been out. I hear of good takes of 
roach at Ashleworth, in the river on the 8th inst., including one of nearly 2lb, in 
weight. Ihave omitted previously to state that itis necessary for anyone fishing the 
Severn to prepare a trout license. They may be obtained from Mr. Watkins, jun., water 
bailiff, Priory-road, Gloucester, at a charge of one shilling each. In other respects 
the fishing in the river, for miles above and below the city, is practically free to all 
comers. A nice catch of thirty roach was taken iin the Frome to-day (Tharsday) 
with the brandling, notwithstanding the hard frost, and the keen north-east wind. 
Several well-known anglers have visited Wainloads-hill to-day ; but have not 
returned in time for their exploit to be recorded in this report. The close season 
commences here on the 15th inst.—SINGLE Harr, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This water has now gone down sufficiently to admit of anglers plying their gentle 
craft with all the skill they possess, the only drawback being that there is still a 
little snow in the river. The river watcher Everall, on Friday last, caught three 
men below Preston Boats fishing with nets, and from what I have heard they had 
no license to use the same. They will, therefore, be summoned to appear at the 
next Dorrington Petty Sessions. Litelehales was lucky enough to have the first 
salmon that has been sold in Shrewsbury this season, which he sold to Mr. Roberts, 
of the Wyle Cop. It only weighed about 91b., so was not a remarkable fish. Mr. 
Roberts, during the week, also had 10 fine Severn trout that weighed as many pounds ; 
and on Saturday, two more of a pound each. Mrs. Bryan had a basket of trout and 
rough fish on Friday. Mr. Convery also received late on Friday night his first fish 
weighing 26lb., and caught at Melverley by Henry Wilde. On Tuesday, Edwards, of 
Melverley, sent the same dealer three fine salmon, weighing respectively 23lb,, 
16$1b., 1041b. Messrs. Hammonds, of Castle-street, also received a capital fish 
weighing 191b.; it was a very short, thick fish. R. Stevens, a well-known angler, 
fishing at Uffington, caught a splendid basket of perch, 10 in number and 
101b. in weight, and they were splendid fish. Convery, later in the day, 
received another splendid salmon, caught by Onions, of Montford-bridge, weighing 
23lb. Littlehales also had two beauties, which he disposed of to Mr. Tarist, the 
Britannia, weighing respectively 26lb. and 203lb. On Wednesday James Evans, of 
Llandrinio, sent the largest salmon that has yet been caught in this district to Mr. 
Convery. Its weight was 291b., and was in the pink of condition. Messrs. Ham- 
monds received three that were taken at Melverley and Llandrinio, and their respec- 
tive weights were 20]b., 18lb., and 11}lb. Sergeant Evans, from Copthorne Barracks, 
while spinning the Welsh Bridgeford, caught a good trout, weighing 14lb., and 
hooked one much heavier ; but unfortunately his tackle gave way, or he would cer- 
tainly have been a candidate for honours in the next annual report of the Board, 
who are going to publish a return of the troutand rough fish taken during the year, 
and trout of over 2lb., chub 3lb., and pike 201b., will be specially recorded.—SEVERN 
SALMON, 

Tame and Trent (Alrewas). 


Saturday being the last day of the season, as a matter of course, the rivers are 
getting in fine condition for all kinds of angling. Several fine grayling over lIb. 
each have been taken in the Alrewas water during the past week with the worm. 
The last two days ought to be productive of sport, and good baskets made.—ANON. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


This stream and all the tributaries around here are now in good order, the water 
having gone down and the rivers cleared themselves. ‘The weather for this day or 
two has been dull, but Monday being bright and fine the streams were fairly visited. 
Fly-fishing has been tried, but the success was not very encouraging ; the flies used 
have been the February Red and Blue Dun, with which a few fish have been taken. 
A gentleman at Ludford caught on Saturday, in the Teme at Ludford Manor, with 
the worm, four nice trout weighing 32lb. the lot. They were despatched to Brighton. 
Mr. Thomas Blakemore, of Knighton, while fishing in the Teme near that town a 
few days ago, landed six fine trout nearly jlb. each. Up Lord Windsor’s water 2} 
brace of trout were landed on Monday with February Red and Blue Dun,.but the 
fish did not rise very well to the fly. Up to Ony, from Eaton to Herdesley Station, 
the Plowden Association hold a lease for a few miles of the water. Dr. A. B. George 
(of Whitchurch) is the honorary secretary ; that gentleman, in company with 
another angler, recently visited the Ony as usual on “opening day.” The weather 
was “biting” cold. Not to be deterred from the sport in the face of south-easter, 
the fishermen put their tackle together, and did not leave the stream until they had 
secured four brace. We understand the bait was a small Governor. Good sport 
may be anticipated in this quarter as the river is well stocked with trout. Several 
good catches have been had in the Clun with the Blue Dun and February Red ; fish 
are also plentiful here.—S. LupDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is now in capital fishing order, having lowered considerably and 
cleared. Several anglers have been out,and some very good fish have been landed. 
The fish have been well on the feed, and have been rising a little at the fly. The flies 
used Were the Blue Dun and February Red. Good sport has been had with the worm. 
On Friday the water near the town was tried by a gentleman with the worm, who 
landed four very nice trout, averaging 10oz. each. The water near Eastham was 
fished on Saturday, by a gentleman who was visiting this district, and he landed a 
capital lot of fish with the Blue Dun, In the water near Berrington a fine dish of 
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trout was taken on Monday with the worm. Some yery good fish have been taken 
near the bridge with the February Red, On Tuesday the water near to Corn Brook 
was tried, and a few nice trout were caught with the Blue Dun. In the Little 
Hereford waters a few trout’ have been landed. Fishing quiet near Rochford. The 
Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are now run into good fishing order. There has been but 
little angling done in them yet, and but few fish caught.— WORCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The declining days of the “old” season are rapidly drawing to a close, and, 
depend on it, our anglers are leaving no stone unturned in order to obtain,some good 
species of fish with which to windup. In the early part of the week keen cutting 
winds were adverse to any and every kind of out-door sport ; but on Wednesday and 
Thursday a more genial state of affairs prevailed, and the followers of ‘Old Isaac” 
mustered in considerable force, especially at and near Wellington, where the roach 
and dace took the “ Cockspur” freely. Most of the roach ran large, and were heavy 
in spawn. Some very nice perch were killed in the upper part of the Weston 
fishery, and in the lower waterson Thursday the chub were not slow to come to 
pith and brains. There are still no returns of salmon ; but if the river continues to 
recede after the way it has receded to-day (Thursday), the holders of licenses at 
Weston and Shardlow are certain to be up and doing on Monday. Meanwhile our 
less fortunate piscators must rest and be thankful until the 16th June.-—TuHE MAwn 


AT THE CLUBS. 
Trent (Newark). 


[= The water cleared down this week much quicker than I anticipated,and got into 
pretty good condition by Tuesday. Several anglers were out, but did not seem to 
be doing anything very extraordinary. <A brace of fair-sized chub were captured on 
Wednesday with worms for bait, and an odd roach or two were got by the same 
means. <A couple of very large roach have been weighed in at the local clubs, going 
1lb. 150z. and 11b, lloz. respectively. If the present prospects and fine weather 
continue, there is a chance of winding-up the season with another day or two’s 
fishing, as the water at the time of writing is in pretty good trim. The Cockspur 
Worm will be the best bait to try under the present circumstances.—THE TRENT 


OTTER. 
The Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Excepting in a short length of the river, near Pool, trout fishing does not com- 
mence in this district until April Ist, consequently there has been nothing to report 
during the last three weeks. The annual meeting of the Otley Angling Club was 
held at the Wharfedale Hotel, Arthington, on the 10thinst., at 2 o’clock'p.m., Francis 
Darwin, Esq., occupying the chair. Among those present were Messrs. R. M. Pratt 
(hon. sec.), T. Gaunt, A. Longfield, H: Bradshaw, T. W. Stansfeld, C. Stansfield, and 
Francis M. Walbran. After the minutes of the last meeting had been read and the 
balance-sheet for the past season duly audited, the secretary remarked that the 
expenses had been heavier than for some years past. Owing to the exceedingly low 
state of the river during the summer months, the keepers had been obliged to watch 
the streams incessantly all night for weeks ata stretch. A wooden bridge had also 
been erected over the Washburn for the convenience of members of the club, and a 
large quantity of Lock Levan ova had also been purchased ; nevertheless a very sub- 
stantial balance remained still to the credit of the club,’ He wished to draw the 
attention of the meeting to the circular which he had received from the secretary 
of the National River Protection Association, and expressed his opinion that the 
Otley Club ought. to send a subscription in aid of the same.. T. W. Stansfeld, Isq., 
then proposed that both the Otley and Denton Angling Clubs should subscribe to 
the funds of this association, as the pollutions of the lower portions of the Wharfe 
was becoming a serious question. H. Bradshaw seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. Several other matters of importance having been dis- 
cussed, the secretary proposed that a vote of thanks be given to A. Fawkes, Hsq;, 
Rey. T. Sheepshanks, Wyville, Esq.,. and Capt. Dawson, for permitting the 
members of the club to fish in the streams running through their respective estates, 
and also for allowing the collection of oya in tributaries of the Wharfe; This 
proposition was responded to most cordially by all the members present. A vote of 
thanks to the chairman was then unanimously accorded, and the meeting terminated, 
—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 








Wye and Derwent. 


We have had a splendid week for fishing, and a fair quantity of both fly, bottom, 
and pike fishermen have been out, mostly on the Derwent; and baskets from three 
to six brace per angler have been daily made. Fish have risen the best from one to 
three, and have been taken chiefly in the tails of the streams, and the deep, slow 
glidings ; both the long Flat-Winged Browns and Cock Wing Duns have been out 
very thick on both rivers. The killing flies have been Claret Body Bumble. Points, 
Furnace, first drop ; Spider, second: drop; and Cock Wing Dun, third drop. The 
Bumble and Furnacekilling the most fish. The bottom fishers on the “ free” waters 
of the Derwent have taken some very fine trout with brandling worms lately ; also 
a fair quantity of grayling, chub, perch, and dace have been landed. The pike fishers 
on the Matlock Angling Association waters have taken several nice pike lately with 
live bait fishing. Ihear of several trout being killed below Darley Bridge with 
night lines lately. Where are the Trent Board bailiffs ?—G. J. HATon. 


The Yare (Norwich). 


There has been some very good sport amongst the pike in this district during the 
past fortnight ;the weather has been, on the whole, favourable, though the wind 
might have been in a better quarter than N.E. and EH. The week before last was 
marked by the capture of several good fish, the largest I heard of being 18lb., caught 
by a veteran who has killed several very large jack in his time. Three rods on one 
day killed eighteen, some of them running 10lb., and the majority being sizeable 
fish.. Iwas out last ‘Luesday week with two friends and we landed eighteen and 
missed several runs each, and’at the close of our day’s fishing we found we had kept 
thirteen ; the others being under 3lb. were returned to the water. Several parties 
were out, both on private waters and on the river, the latter part of last week, and 
the catches varied from two small fish in private water to seven fair jack to one rod in 

- the river. Last Tuesday two friends and myself tried a very likely place, and were 
rewarded by a take of sixteen jack (twelve sizeable being over 4lb. each) and one 
perch weighing upwards of 2lb. Yesterday some friends of mine were out and landed 
three, running 101b., 71b., and 41b. One rod failed to kill, though usually a lucky 
one. I hope to send you a summary of the season next week, as Saturday is our last 
day.—RoBERT MOLL. 


The Yore (Hawes). 


Angling in this locality is at a standstill, and, asthe barometer continues to. rise, 
there is every probability of angling prospects.being nil for some little time, at 
least. .Wind N.N.E.. The hills are covered with snow.—J. Corry. 








° 


PIKE SWALLOWING 4 CorMORANT.—A few years since while on a visit to a West- 
country gentleman, a fine pike was brought. ‘It’s the largest J have seen in the 
house since the one that swallowed the cormorant,” said my host. , “ Indeed!” 
“ Fact, upon my soul. _Tt was little Pat that hooked him with a frog, and as he 
passed his father’s cabin he just stepped in to show the family what a fine fish he 
caught. Well, the pike was hardly stretched upon the floor when his jaws began to 
open, and out came a living cormorant! Never were an honest family more 
surprised ; and while some said said it was a bird, others swore it was the devil. The 
cormorant ran round the room, and the young herd ran after it ; but the chase was 
finished by one of the lookers-on knocking the bird over with a blow from a flail.—- 
(Sports and Adventures’ in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.”) Mg 
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_SCOTCH NOTES. 

Drr, KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—On Monday, the 2nd inst., and during the whole of 
week the river was in splendid condition as regards size, but the weather was of a 
cold, stormy nature, not at all favourable for excellent sport.’ Yet the sport 
obtained was considerable, when everything is considered. There is evidence of 
plenty of fish being in the river, no less than 17 having b2en counted in one pool. 
On Saturday last, however, many more there might have been, but not a rise could 
be obtained on it the whole day. Most of the fish killed were got with the largest 
size of a white or yellow Eagle, or other kind of white fly, and either in the earlier 
part of the day, or just at dusk. On Monday, Charles Farquhar, Esq., Carlogie, had 
one of 91b. ; W. Lamont, Esq., Norton, one of 831b., and J. Mortimer, keeper, Com- 
monty, two of 8lb, and 91b,.On Tuesday, Nicoll, keeper, Norton, had two of 8lb. 
each, and Mortimer, Commonty, one of 91b. On Wednesday Mortimer again killed 
two of Slb. and 101b., and, on Friday, one of 91b., on the Commonty. On Thursday, 
Albert Mortimer, Esq., Carlogie, had two of 8lb. and 111b., and Scott, keeper, two of 
9b. and 12lb, On Friday, Charles Farquhar, Hsq., had one of 8lb.,and, on Saturday, 
two of 91b. and 101b., while Scott, keeper, had one of 91b. on the Carlogie water. On 
Sir W. Fielding’s section of the river five fish were killed, for the week, from 8lb. to 
2141b.—W. B. 


DEE (ABOYNE).—On this section since last report the number of fish taken is as 
under ;—5th inst-, Colonel Egerton, two salmon, 731b. and 8b, ; Captain Wormald, 
one salmon, 10lb; 6th inst., J. Wasson, Esq., one salmon, 8}1b. ; Captain Wormald, 
one salmon, 8}lb. 7th inst., Captain Wormald, two salmon, 8lb, and 13Ib.; J. 
Wasson, Esq., three salmon, 7lb. each. 9th inst., Colonel Egerton, one salmon, 85Ib. ; 
J. Wasson, Esq., one salmon, 81b. 10th inst., nothing has been caught on this 
section. The river is getting rather low again for much good sport until we get a 
slight rise of water, The Gordon seems to be the favourite fly ; but most of the 
fish have been killed by the Minnow.—W. BEATTIE. en, 


Drs (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Ballater : Water has been rather low this week, and has 
prevented the fish from getting up; with a heavy day’s rain good sport would be 
expected. Monaltree water, Captain Thain, Monday, 9th, landed two fish of 831b. 
each ; James Harper, Tuesday, 10th, one fish of 10}1b. . Hotel Water, J. Muller, Hsq., 
Wednesday, 11th, one fish 1341b.. Cambus O’May water, George Morton, keeper to 
H.L. Gaskell, Esq., Thursday, 5th, one of 91b.—GrEo. SMITH. 


DUMFRIESSHTIRE.—There is very little to report this week. Anglers have been 
doing more home-work with bait and tackle, than work at the river side. Reports 
fromthe Annan, in this county, and the Dee (Kirkeudbrightshire), are meagre and 
uninteresting, dealing mostly in hopeful predictions for that ‘ coming by-and-bye.” 
The weather, since my last report reached you, has been changeable—rain, sleet, 
frost, and sunshine following in diabolical succession. Keen frosts at night must be 
blamed for the lack of sport, for it is only during the heat of the day that a few 
hours’ fly-fishing can be obtained. Certainly the state of the water in the Nith, 
combined with cold north-east winds, does not tempt one to place any faith in 
artificial modes. Many tickets have been issued for trouting, and portions of the 
favourite tributaries of the Nith are open, but little success has rewarded the efforts 
of the fishers, Of course the season is young, and a true Waltonian has plenty of 
that patience which is sure to be rewarded,. On Monday, seven salmon were netted 
in the Nith by the tacksman, and on Tuesday and Wednesday one or two fine fish 
were landed. All we want is brighter weather.—W. B. C 


Tue TAy, PerruH—The Tay for the last week has been in good ply, and splendid 
sport hasbeen got. Friday.—Castle Menzie water: Sir Robert Menzie, three fish, 
191b., 151b., 171b. » Grandtully : Mr. Robert MacIntosh, one, 271b. ‘ Derculich : keeper, 
one, 18lb. Edradynate: Mr. James Murray, one, 21lb. Findynate: Mr. McEwin, 
one, 31lb. Saturday.—Pitcastle, Major Underwood, two, 241b.,191b. Grandtully : 
Mr. R. McIntosh, two, 22lb.,171lb. Derculich : the keeper, one, 1631b. Monday,.— 
Cargill : Capt. Bird, five fish since last report, 171b., 18lb., 161b., 261b., 151b. ; William” 
Kay, one, 25lb. Dalguise: Mr. Malloch, three, 17lb., 171b., 18lb. Pitcastle: Mr. 
Mallock’s boatman, one, 35lb.. Burnmouth: Mr. McFarlane, two, 24lb., 12lb. Cargill: 
Mr. Dickie. one, 181b. Tuesday.—Ballechin : Mr, Robert Hankinson, one, 201b. Grand- 
tully : Mr. Robert McIntosh, three, 18lb., 161b., 15lb. Petcastle : Mr. Peter McDonald, 
one, 32lb. Derculich: The keeper, one, 171b. Burnmouth : R. B. Smith, three, 241b., 
18lb., 131b. Scone Water : Lord Stormount, one, 33lb. Murthly: Mr. Grenhill, three, 
18lb., 18lb,, 131b.; George Pople, one, 15lb. Stanly Water, two fish, weight unknown. 
Kinnaird : Mr. J. Robertson, three, 201b., 171b., 221b. Logie Rait: Major Underwood, 
one, 101b. Thistle Bridge: Mr. John Kemady, two,.211b., 201b. ; the same water : Mr. 
John Haggart, one. Numbers. of fish have been killed.on Stobhall water. The 
Whittling or Finnock fishing is still splendid, both on the Tay and Harn, a basket 
from 30 to 40 not being uncommon. Loch Tay: Mr. Carter, three, 141b., 18Ib.. 171b. ; 
Mr. Fergusson, two, 271lb., 15lb.; Hon. R. 8. Cotton, four, 191b., 171b., 171b., 201b. ; 
Mr. Bailey, three, 12lb.,'23lb., 18lb. ; Mr. Ritchie, three, 271b, 23lb., 181b._ Mr. Web, 
five, 23lb., 191b., 18Ib., 18lb., 25lb. ; Mr. Lester, one, 191b.; Mr. Wilson, three, 201b., 
18lb., 171b. ; Mr. Rowan, one, 171b.; Mr, Struan, one, 211b.—P. D. M. 


TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since my last notes, good sport has been got on all the 
various salmon waters in this neighbourhood, and some of the fish killed have been 
of good weight, ranging up to 201b. in one instance. The majority of the weights, 
however, have been between 71lb. and 12lb., and some very fine fish at the latter 
weight have been killed. The following are the takes for the past week :—On 
Thursday, last. week, on the Carham water, Mr. Hay Gordon, Liverpool, got one fish 
of 941b,; on the Ednam House water, Mr. Drummond had one of 8lb. On the 
Friday, Mr. Gordon, on his water, had one of 1141b. ; on the Sprouston water, Mr. 
Charles Kerss had one of 111b., and on the Hdnam House water Mr. Drummond had 
one kipper grilse and three foul fish. On Saturday, the 7th, Mr. Gordon had one of 
931b, ; Mr..Gibson, fisherman to Mr. Drummond, one of 841b., and one of 91b. on the 
Ednam House water. On the Hendersyde water, Mr. J. Johnston, sadddler, Kelso, 
had a regular beauty of 161b., and on the Sprouston water Mr. C. Kerss had a nice-sized 
fish. On Monday, on the Floors Castle waters, his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh got two 
fish, and Mr. Drummond, on his water at Ednam House, had one of 13lb.; on the 
Carham water, Mr. Henry Gordon had three, 141b., 91b., and 91b. each. On Tuesday, 
Mr. Gordon captured one of 831b; Mr. Gavette, London, one of 9}1b. ; and Mr. Drum- 
mond one of 74lb.' On the Teviot Dr. Mackenzie, Kelso, had two, 121b. and’8lb. On 
Wednesday, on the Carham’water,* Mr. Gordon had two, 10lb. and 741b.3 on the 
Hendersyde water, Mr. L. Gavette, London, one salmon ; on the Sprouston water, 
Mr. Russell, Bedale, Yorkshire; one of 141b. ; and on the Birgham water Mr. Scott 
had three, which weighed 291b. the lot, the individual weights being 12]b., 831b., 
and 83lb. The net salmon fishing at Berwick since our last has been small, but 
the number of salmon taken has exceeded the number of trout. At present 
the most productive fisheries: are those in the lower part of the river. Prices : 
Salmon, 1s. 10d. per lb:; trout, 1s. 7d. Trout fishing : The weather being very 
favourable for this sport, many anglers have lately been out, but the most successful 
take we have heard.of was. that got by Mr. T. Dickson, Edinburgh, who, on the 
Tweed at Cardrona, killed 18Ib. of nice yellow trout on Saturday last. Many trout 
fishers have been out in this district, but have done little, although some few baskets 
of from 3lb, to 5lb. have been got. The rivers are now in rare ply for salmon fishing, 
and with a westerly wind blowing and a high glass, some excellent angling ought 
to be got next week.—MAXWHEEL. : 

SS SS 





Messrs. Chamberlain, Hawes, and North had a rare day’s sport amongst the roach 
on Wednesday last in private waters—thirty-six roach and half a dozen jack. 
turning the scale at 51lb, The roach were splendid specimens, a brace turning the 
scales at 331b,—A. T. N. : | 
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IRISH REPORTS. 





BALLYSHANNON (Co. DONEGAL.)—We have had some fine weather here during 
the past week ; the rain ceased, and the river cleared off much quicker than was ex- 
pected. On Tuesday the wind changed round to the west, and the sun peeping out 
occasionally made it look more like fishing ; in fact, this is the first time I have seen 
the river in order this season ; still but few anglers were out, most of whom were 
pretty successful. On the 4th inst. Chief Justice Mays’ keeper, fishing on the pre- 
served waters, killed a very nice fish of 141b.; Mick Maguire, on the 6th, got a 
splendid fish of 191b. on the lower waters; J. M. M., on the upper waters, got a 
nice fish of 1241b,; D. M‘Gowan had hold of a good fish, but lost him in the gaffing ; 
M. Maguire got a good trout of 3}lb. Some good trout fishing is now being had on 
Lough Melvin. Salmon anglers have not yet begun.—GREEN PARSON. 

BALLYNAHINCH FISHERY.—For this last week there have only been three rods on 
above ; weather being very much against angling; frost at night, with continual 
east wind and strong sunshine. On the 4th, Mr. Austice got one salmon, 15]b. ; on 
the 6th, Mr. Middleton, one 14lb.; and on the 10th, Mr. Austice, one 134lb.. But 
very little will be done till we have a change.—WALTER BLACKADDER. 





Moy AND LAKES (BALLINA),—In the early part of this week the river fell very 
much, and was in splendid order for salmon-fishing. On Monday I fished for a 
couple of hours and killed a nice clean fresh-run fish weighing 141b., the first fish of 
the season, with rod and fly. I also hooked three others, but they got off. On Tues- 
day I fished for a short time in the afternoon, and rose three salmon, one of which 
I hooked and played for 30 minutes, but he got off, not being near 
done at the time ; a good-sized fish. Mr. E.G. K. Perry killedla good fish weighing 
19lb. Mr. F. B. Henn, R.M., fishing for a few hours this afternoon, killed a nice 
fish of 121b. On the lake Messrs. Steers killed salmon weighing 14lb., 11lb., and 
101b., and some good trout. Captain Johnston had some fair sport with trout on 
the upper part of the lough, the largest trout he got weighing 431b. The weather 
is now dry and mild during the day, but we have severe frost. at night, which is 
much against angling. As soon as the frost disappears I expect the fishing will im- 
prove very much. There are a good number of spring fish in the river, no nets 
having been put out in the estuary as yet—_FRANK HEARNS. 


SoutH or IRELAND,—THE LEE.—Since last I wrote there has been no 
marked change in the weather, which has been hard and dry. An easterly 
wind, with a tincture of snow in the air, makes the weather raw and ex- 
tremely unpleasant on the bank of the river; yet the quality of the sport 
has improved, and some large catches have rewarded those genuine anglers who 
have faced atmospheric discomforts. Captain Abbott and his party, on the 
upper section of the waters, have been successful. About 20 fish have been taken 
for the week with four rods. Sir Augustus Warren and party have been no 
less successful, having taken 12 in four days. Mr. Geo. Haynes, yesterday, 
took five ; but some of these were old salmon, one scaling 201b. Undoubtedly, the 
palm for the week rests with Master Haynes, aged 17, son of Mr. Wm. Haynes, 
Patrick-street, who on the 8th landed five springers, weighing in all 48lb. This was 
a splendid bag, and the five fish were landed in less than an hour and a half. Young 
Haynes only commenced salmon fishing last year—ANGLER. 


SuIR AND ITs TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL),—The river is everywhere in prime 
order, and a goodly number of salmon have been taken by the rods, principally on 
the upper waters. Mr. Deacon got 13 for last week—viz., three on Ardfinan waters 
(one of which weighed 26lb.), four at Niddius (one of 241b), and six at Rathogaly 
and Kilmanene ; the 13 fish averaged 13lb. Mrs. Cambridge Grubb got one in Kil- 
common demesne on Friday, 121b., and one at Ballybrado on Saturday, 13lb. Tom 
O'Neill one at Alta Villa, 10}lb. Mr. R. Sargint one at Kilcommon on Tuesday, 
lllb. Mr. R. Edwards, one, 111b., at Cahir weir. On Ballycarron waters Colonel C. 
Butler got three salmon on the 8th inst., 91b., 13lb., and 161b. ; on the 9th two more, 
13ib. and 141b.; and on the 10th Mr. R. Butler one of 21lb. On Monday, at Kil- 
common demesne, Mr. Edward Smith killed a splendid fish of 36lb.; it measured 
43in. in length by 25in. girth, and 12in. across tail. On the same day Mr. Rochfort 
got one 13lb. Mr. Smith wasagain successful at the Horseshoe weir, getting a small 
fish, 101b, Wind east, Glass high, Weather likely to continue fine-——RiIcHARD 
BRADFORD, 





AN UNSEASONABLE THAMES TROUT. 


Asout a month ago, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, President of the Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society, had reported to him by Messrs. Charles and Co., fishmon gers, 
Lower Grosvenor-place, of the purchase by them in Billingsgate, of a fine Thames 
trout of 5}1b., said to have been “caught at Teddington Lock.” The result of Mr. 
Spreckley’s inquiry has been to show that the fish was caught off Brentford Hyot, 
in one of the nets of a netsman named Richard Pearce, of Strand-on-the-Green, who 
sold it to Messrs. 8. T. Malenoir and Co., of Lower Thames-street and Billingsgate, 
and the netsman’s statement is that it had gorged a large roach and died directly 
after it was taken. The fish was, therefore, a Thames trout, and when purchased 
by Mr. Spreckley was in bad condition. As there was no evidence beyond his own 
statement to convict the netsman, the only parties to proceed against were the 
salesmen for buying and selling an unseasonable fish. It was therefore decided, 
before taking any action, to call upon Messrs. Malenoir and Co., and ascertain from 
them how they had made such an illegal purchase. The result has been the receipt 
of the following letter from Mr. Malenoir :— 

“ With reference to the Thames trout that I sold to Mr. Charles, of; Pimlico, I beg 
to express my regret at having infringed the law ; at the same time, permit me to 
assure you that I was totally ignorant of the law relating to the close season of 
Thames trout. Of course, for the future I shall know, and it will not happen 
again. I shall also make it my duty to inform you of anything of the same character 
that may come under my notice here.” 

This satisfactory explanation has been considered the best ending of the inquiry, 
and the thanks of all anglers are due to Mr. Malenoir, and also to Messrs. Charles 
and Co., and other fishmongers, for their promised assistance in the future. Thereis 
another inquiry going on regarding the large pike of 29}1b.. which was also reported 
to have been “ caught at Teddington”; but it is not yet fully complete, and the 

B. 


- investigation will be made public when it is. 





To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subseribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies, Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 


If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 


GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Pure Blood.—When the Blood is pure, its circulation calm and equable, 
and the nerves well strung, we are well. Thesé Pills possess a marvellous power in securing these 
essentials of health by purifying, regulating, and strengthening the fluids and solids. Holloway’s 
Pills can be confidently recommended to all persons suffering from disordered digestion, or worried by 
nervous fancies, or neuralgic pains. They correct acidity and heartburn, dispel sick headache, 
quicken the action of the liver, and act as alteratives and gentle aperients. The weak and delicate 
may take them without fear. Holloway’s Pills are eminently serviceable to invalids of irritable con- 
stitution, as they raise the action of every organ to its natural standard, and universally exercise a 
calming and sedative infiuence, ; 





HOUSE DINNER OF THE FLY-FISHERS’ CLUB. 


THE first dinner of the Fly-fishers’ Cub was, if anything, too suc- 
cessful ; almost at the last moment the Committee Were inundated 
with applications for tickets, the inevitable consequence being that 
every seat was taken, and an overflow dinner had to be provided in 
aseparate room. In spite of this little difficulty, and perhaps, in 
some measure, in consequence of it, everyone was perfectly happy 
and comfortable ; in fact, if the members of the Fly-fishers’ Club 
always stick as closely together, shoulder to shoulder, as they did 
last Wednesday evening, they must carry all before them. 

As the chief object of the dinner was to let members see the club 
premises, the dinner took place at 10, Adelphi-terrace. The chair- 
man of the evening was Dr. Hamilton, the vice-chairmen being Mr. 
Wm. Senior and Mr. R. B. Marston. After the loyal toasts, the 
chairman proposed ‘‘ Prosperity to the Fly-fishers’ Club,” and called 
upon Mr. R. B. Marston, as the principal founder of the club, to 
respond. Mr. Marston said that the presence of so many distin- 
guished fly-fishers that evening was a most gratifying proof of the 
success of the club. (Hear, hear.) He then referred to its origin, 
objects, and present position and future prospects. Mr. Marston 
then proposed the “Health of the Country Members,” a toast which 
was ably responded to by Mr. W. Pritt, of Headingley, Leeds, and 
Mr. J. A. Hall, of Huddersfield. Mr. Senior, in a capital speech, 
then proposed the “ Health of the Chairman,” and Dr. Hamilton, who 
met witha very hearty reception, having replied, the members and 
guests adjourned to the smoking-room. 

Letters of regret at absence, and conveying wishes for hearty 
success both of the club and dinner, were received from the Marquis 
of Exeter, Mr. Francis Francis, Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell, Major 
Traherne, Major Carlisle, Mr. Marryat, Major Turle, Mr. Cooper- 
Foster, president of the Royal College of Surgeons, Mr. H. 8. Hall, 
and many other members. 

Among the eighty or so present were : Dr. E. Hamilton, Rev. H. G. 
Veitch, Sir Harry Burrard, Bart., Dr. Peter Hood, General D. 
Hamilton, Mr. T. J. Mann, Dr. Orton, Mr. George Rooper, Mr. G, 
Plaskett, Mr. M. Barnett, Mr. W. Thomas, Dr. Brunton, Mr. 8. Blake, 
of Gosport, Mr. J. C. Fisher, of Brighton, Mr, Colin Hood, Mr. H. H. 
Hayward, Mr. F. M. Halford, Mr. 8. W. Searle, Mr. G. Marston, Mr. W. 
Senior, Mr. H. Ffennell, Mr. R. B. Marston, Mr. J. A. Hall,’ of 
Huddersfield, Mr. J. P. Hawkesley, Mr. A. G. Jardine, Mr. R. B. Lee, 
Mr. Boyd Moss, Mr. W. P. Morgan, Mr. F. Pigott, Mr. W. Pritt, of 
Leeds, Mr. T. P. Peachey, Mr. W. H. Spicer, Mr. J. Thurlow, Mr. 
J. P. Taylor, Mr. H. A. Vallings, Mr. A. H. Wilson, Mr. D. Wilson, &e. 

The club, which was started last December, already numbers over 
one hundred and fifty members ; fourteen new members were pro- 
posed after the dinner. The rooms are now open every day, though 
the chief meeting night is Thursday from 7 p.m. 





ANGLING STATIONS ON THE DOVE. 


TICKETS (price 2s. 6d.) can be had at the Charles Cotton Hotel, at Hartington, 
for the Beresford Dale Fishery. This length contains fine trout and grayling ; 
but a piggery on the river at Hartington spoils some of the best water, of 
which there is very little in dry weather. In Dovedale there is a good length 
open by stopping at the Izaak Walton Hotel ; then comes the Okeover Club, 
and next the Newbury ; the rest is in private hands. The water in the Dale 
is simply perfection for either fly or minnow, and the banks are low. Lower 
down, however, they are much steeper, with a good deal of deep, still water. 
‘Trout average three to the pound ; grayling are much larger—that is, in the 
Walton length. Above Ashbourn, trout and grayling are the only fish found 
in the water, except a few eels. They are particularly shy, and the best efforts 
of the angler must be brought into play, in order to achieve even moderate 
success. The first fishing station up the stream is at Longnor, where tickets 
can be obtained from the proprietor of the George [? Grapes] Hotel, Longnor. 
The next station lower down is Thorpe, four miles from Ashbourn, Tickets 
are secured from the Peveril Hotel, Thorpe. Ashbourn can be reached by 
railway from Burton-on-Trent and Derby. Just below Ashbourn is Clifton 
and Snelstone. Here the fishing is private, and preserved by Mr. John 
Harrison, Snelstone Hall, Ashbourn. At Norbury the Dove Valley Fishing 
Club have the water. Capt. Dawson is the secretary. Subscriptions are £5 5s. 
and £10 10s. each. Then comes the Rocester Fishing Club water, the sub- 
scription being £3 3s., and the secretary is Mr. George Sellers, Ashbourn. 
Above Doveridge it is again private, belonging to Mr. C. Allsopp, Doveridge 
Hall, Uttoxeter. At Sudbury the water is again private : but an occasional 
ticket cin be obtained from Lord Vernon, Sudbury Hall. Here are plenty of 
grayling, and a few trout and pike, and plenty of all the white fish. At Tut- 
bury Mr. Lyons has the water.. Here trout and grayling, a few pike, and a lot 
of salmon are taken in the season. At Marston-on-Dove the waiter is private. 
Tickets can be obtained from Sir “I. Mosley, Rolleston Hall, Burton-on- 
Trent. Here grayling and a few trout can be caught. Lots of pike and white 
fish are to be found in the old Dove. The Dove in its lower part, at its junc- 
tion with the Trent up to Eggington, is private. Tickets can be obtained from 
Mr. Ratcliffe, Messrs. Bass and Co., brewers, Burton-on-Trent. There are 
plenty of grayling about here. The North Staffordshire Railway runs along 
this length of the river. Stations at Marston, Tutbury, Sudbury, Uttoxeter, 
Rocester, and Norbury, so that the water from Ashbourn to its junction with 
the Trent is easy of access.—Staffordshire Advertiser. 


Swe 
——d 





SALMON FLIES FOR SPRING—DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE. 
By W. M. 








Tus year witnesses, as most years have hitherto witnessed, the revival of a 
few old favourites, and the addition of several new patterns, to the already 
long list of Dee flies. No matter how many patterns have already or may yet 
come to the front this season, there are half a dozen capital killers—the pets 
and the invention of several good anglers on various parts of the riyer—that 
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have not yet been described, but which, with your permission, a description of 
may now appear in the GazeTrr. Keepers or fishermen of intelligence who 
have long fished certain reaches make flies a study, tie them themselves, and, 
for their several beats, have usually the most suitable selection. We say this 
much because it would not be right to select a few of their “ideals” for the 
benefit of anglers, and, without acknowledgment, reproduce them here. 

Having, on a former occasion, fully discussed adaptation to time and place, 
when and where certain flies might be used with success, we proceed without 
preliminaries to observe that for spring patterns the conventional long- 
shanked Dee irons—a special manufacture of Bartleet and Sons, Redditch—are 
all but universally used ; that is to say, so long as the weather is cold, and the 
volume of water somewhat more than ordinary in size. For spring patterns, 
such as are described below, the irons range from 1}in. to 4in. in length, and 
the Limerick bend is the approved style. The wings, which are strips of 
turkey feather, should be so placed on the upper part of the shank at the head 
as to naturally extend about ten degrees outward at the tips after being tied. 
In length, except when toppings are used, they ought to stretch quite to the 
tip of the tail, or somewhat further than the extremity of the bend, the precise 
length that symmetry may be shown, to be determined by the size of the iron. 
The correct length of the tail feather or fibres should be likewise so regu- 
lated. When hackles of black or grey heron are used, they ought to be of the 
longest fibre, and wound on sparely and spirally down to the point indicated 
in the descriptions. } : 

So much for instruction. Now for the description of six as good flies, bar 
the Gordon, as were ever put on certain sections of the Dee during the spring 
months. 





THE CATCHER. 


Tag : Silver thread and yellow floss silk. 

Tail; A topping and sprig of pintail. ; 

Body: The first half yellow and orange mohair, equal parts ; 
half claret mohair, none of the body picked out. 

Ribbed : Medium broad embossed silver tinsel, six turns. 

Hackle : Claret-dyed cock hackle, wound over the claret mohair only. 

Shoulder ; Greenish-blue cock hackle of long fibre. 

Wings : Strips of cream-coloured turkey, inclining to a lighter shade at the 


the second 


tip. 
Cheeks : Blue chatterer. 
Head : Black. 
MopEt Grey Heron. 


Tag : Gold thread and topping-coloured floss silk. 

Tail : Fibres of tippet. : 

Body : Orange-coloured pig’s wool or mohair (the former by preference), 
well picked out. 

Ribbed : Broad flat gold tinsel and gold twist, five turns. 

Hackle : Long grey heron, wound openly round body. 

Shoulder: Teal. 

Wings : Hither cream-coloured turkey strips, or distinctly barred black and 
white turkey strips. $ 

Head : Black. 

THE Dunrt. 


Tag : Silver thread and light blue floss silk. 

Tail: A topping and sprig of pintail. ; 

Body ; Orange shaded into fiery brown mohair—two-fifths of the former, 
three-fifths of the latter—fairly picked out. 

Ribbed : Broad flat silver tinsel and gold twists, five turns. 

Hackle : Black heron, over the fiery brown only, and so wound on as to give 
from 20 to 26 fibres. 

Shoulder: Teal, sparingly. teal ae ; 

Wings : Brown turkey strips having a rich dark bar and white tip, with a 
sprig of teal between them on the top. 

Cheeks : Jungle. 

Head ; Black, 

THE PEACOCK. 

Tag : Silver tinsel. ' : 

Tail : Two sprigs of tippet (set upright), half-an-inch in length, the bright 
side of both sprigs to face outward. : 

Body : Orange and light-blue mohair, an equal extent, and not much picked 
out. 

Ribbed : Broadish flat silver tinsel and silver twist, five turns. 

Hackle: Good grey heron over the blue mohair only, and rather widely 
wound on so that there may not be more than 20 fibres altogether. 

Shoulder : Teal, sparingly. 

Wings : Well-marked peacock strips ; or, for the larger size of flies, distinctly 
barred black and white turkey strips. 

Head : Black. 

THE DopGeEr. 

Tag : Silver thread. 

Tail: Red saddle feather of golden pheasant. 

Body : Orange mohair, two turns ; light blue mohair, two turns; scarlet 
mohair, three turns ;—all frizzed out a little. 

Ribbed : Medium flat silver tinsel and silver twist, six. turns. 

Hackle : Same quantity of long-fibred grey heron as on “ Peacock,” and to 
extend over the scarlet and blue mohair. 

Shoulder : Teal, sparingly. 

Wings : Ginger spreckled turkey strips, lightish toward the tip. 

Head ; Black. 


THE RED WING, OR RED-WINGED HERON. 


Tag.: Narrow silver tinsel. 

Tail: Fibres of tippet. 

Body ; Light blue and rich claret-coloured mohair, equal parts, and picked 
out a little—the claret-coloured mohair most. 

Ribbed : Broad flat silver tinsel and silver twist, five turns, 

Hackle : About 20 long fibres grey heron at shoulder only. 

Shoulder : Teal, sparely, round about. 

Wings: Particularly dark-brown turkey strips. 

Cheeks : Jungle. 

Head : Black. 


The above-described patterns can be regulated to suit any fishable condition 
of water during the spring season. Mr. George Smith, Tackle Merchant, 
Ballater, has a splendid stock of these patterns, most of which are proved 
cit on all the reaches above, and a good many of the reaches below, that 
place. 


INFORMATION FOR ANGLERS RESPECTING THE RIVER USK, 
MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
THE water is divided into the upper and lower fisheries. The upper fishery 
consists of the association waters between Penpergwm Railway Bridge and 
Pont Kemeys (the Chain Bridge), including, speaking generally, the Clytha and 
Pant-y-Goitre Fisheries. The lower fishery consists of the association waters 
between Pont Kemeys and Redland Pool, and includes, speaking generally, the 
Kemeys, Trostrey, and Crown Fisheries. The Trostrey Lodge, Brynderwen, 
Lan, Monkswood, and some other smaller fisheries are not at present in the 
occupation of the association. , 
The charge for a salmon-rod licence (which include trout) is £1 1s. for the 
season ; for a trout licence only 1s. All applications for season tickets and rules 
must be made to the hon, sec., Col. Charles Lyne, Bank Chambers, Newport, 
Monmouthshire. 10s. weekly and 2s. 6d. daily trout tickets can be had of Mr. 
Edwards, chemist, Usk, and of other agents named in the rules. Three non- 
transferable, “class C,” salmon day tickets, price’ 10s. per day, are placed with 
Mr. Edwards, chemist, Usk, for the lower fishery, and Mr. Seargeant, Aberga- 
venny, for the upper fishery. Any person may claim to have his name entered 
as engaging one of these tickets for any day or days not already fully oceupied 
on payment of the price of the ticket. No fishing for salmon, except with fly, 
and no spinning or worm-fishing for trout in the salmon catches isallowed. No 
gaff may be used before the Ist of May. The trout season is from Feb. 15 to 
Sept. 30 ; for salmon, from April 2 to Nov. 30. We advise all anglers who may 
think of visiting the Usk to obtain the rulesof the association from the hon. sec., 
Col. Lyne, whose agldress we have already given. The trouting is good early in 
the season, and the salmon-fishing very good late in the autumn. 





DINNER TO THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS, &o. 


ON Tuesday evening, the 3rd of March, Mr. G. F. Spencer, of the Chertsey Bridge 
Hotel, liberally entertained the river-keepers, lock-keepers, and fishermen between 
Shepperton and Staines to an excellent repast at his riverside hostelry, and presided 
on the occasion, river-keeper Charles Godfrey, of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, occupying the vice-chair, There were in all twenty-five present, amongst 
whom were W. Galloway, J. Poulter, James Haslett, T. Watford, T. Godden, David 
Hackett, J. Hackett, J. Purss, Charles Hone, and J. Keene. 

After the men had done ample justice to a substantial spread, several toasts were 
gone through, the principal one being “ Prosperity to the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society,” coupled with the names of Mr. Thomas Spreckley and Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, in proposing which Mr. Spencer referred to the good work the society 
had done in the way of making angling successful to the anglers, and how largely 
they were indebted to the gentlemen named for the zeal and energy they at all times 
displayed in the interests of the fishery. River-keeper Charles Godfrey responded. 
“Success and Prosperity to the Lock-keepers and Fishermen,” proposed by Mr. 
Spencer, was responded to by W. Galloway and T. Watford. The vice-chairman gaye 
“The Health of Mr. G. F. Spencer,” heartily thanking him for his hospitality, 
which was drunk with great enthusiasm. Mr. Spencer, in his reply, gave them some 
good practical advice, and hoped that next year, as he intended to make the dinner 
an annual one, they would have cause to mutually congratulate themselves. He 
also stated he was about to form a “Chertsey Angling Society,” and as several 
gentlemen in the town were willing to co-operate with him, he hoped to make it a 
great success. The toasts were interspersed with some excellent songs, and the 
occasion was one of thorough enjoyment. There can be no doubt this movement 
on the part of Mr. Spencer is one in the right direction, not only in cementing a 
strong bond of union amongst the men, but in making his position on that part of 
the river of great value and profit to the anglers by making their visits much more 
satisfactory than they have been in the past, with the fishermen that are there 
employed. Mr. Spencer is, therefore, entitling himself to the support of the 

B. 


anglers. 
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NOTES FROM BERWICK-ON-TWEED. 


S1r,—So far the salmon net fishing has been a poor affair. The spring fishing seems 
to get worse and worse every year, and the spawning season gets later and later. With 
the fierce amount of netting that goes on upon the lower reaches of the Tweed, it is 
a wonder that any fish get up to the higher reaches during the open season, and, as 
a matter of fact, few do. 

There is something rotten in the state of Denmark ; it would be no great loss to 
the lessees of the net fishings if a fortnight were curtailed from the opening time. 
A fortnight’s extension of time in the autumn would be worth more to them than a 
month after the present opening time. 

Your correspondent “ W. M.’’ mentions the Dee as having ‘“‘a good spring run of 
fish.” There must be a reason for this. Thereby hangs a tale—one suitable for dis- 
cussion in the FISHING GAZETTE. The subject has been fully described previously, 
so that we have much information on the matter. I have no objection to assist in 
its rediscussion. 

Your correspondent “ G. R.,’? who has written on the question of the sexes of the 
perch, says, modestly : ‘ But I would suggest, for what it is worth, the theory that 
perch, like chaffinches, fallow deer, and some other animals, congregate, after spawn- 
ing, in separate shoals, males and females.’’ It is well known at Grimsby that such ~ 
separation takes place with the ground fish—i.e., the plaice, turbot, hallibut, sole, 
&e. For further information on this point I refer him to Mr. John Epton, of 
Grimsby, who has frequently written on the subjects to The Fish Trades Gazette. 
The largest part of the Tweed is in Scotland, therefore, in considering eels in Scot- 
land (the Scotch don’t eat eels), it must be taken into account. There are a few 
men, half a dozen or so, who fish for eels in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Old Berwick Bridge with success. They have small longish tubs, open at one end, - 
which are kept baited and lifted every morning. One man appears to buy the lot, 
which he sends off to London, and, I am told, makes a géod thing of it. Of course, 
the amount the catcher gets depends on the number of traps he may have. 

At Sunderland Dock (the water is brackish) one or two men fish for eels with a 
wicker trap, the same as in Holland ; in fact, the traps come from there. Your 
correspondent Waltham Hunt must have seen pictures of this contrivances. 
Wicker baskets with large wide mouths, reminding one of dirty clothes baskets. 
When new they are a reddish tan colour. I have no doubt they are depicted in the 
diplomas of the Fisheries Exhibition. In illustrated piscatorial works I have seen 
them with description. 

The lessees of the net fishing at the mouth of the Whitadder (a tributary of the 
Tweed, well known to many of your readers) informed me that they had fished all 
day to no purpose. I was well pleased, though I did not say so. 

We have a large number of steam trawlers here now. ‘The linesmen are doing 
very badly ; they attribute it to the trawlers—correctly so, 1 think.—I am, Ke., 

Berwick. JOSEPH JOHN HILis. 





As you are a fisherman, you would be sure to like a very modest and humorous 
little book, worthy of a disciple of Izaak Walton, ‘An Angler’s Days in Dove 
Dale.” I am not a fisherman myself, but the style, characteristic of fishermen 
authors—a style of quiet, confiding, quaint, simplicity—has a delightful charm for 
me, and as our amateur angler is much more master of this winning style than of the 
gentle craft, I enjoy the book more thoroughly, perhaps, than would an expert in 
that art.—(Barry O’Brien in Zruth). , 





| 


Marcu 14, 1885.] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


183 








MR. P. S. BROWN, OF REDDITCH. 
SEVERAL correspondents have written to us to complain that they 
have sent money to Mr, P. S. Brown, of Redditch, for gut advertised 
some time ago, and can get neither goods nor answer. 





RAILWAY PrivinEcEes.—The latter part of paragraph under the heading of Great 


Eastern in our last issue, page 119, from “ 


Tickets, Third-class,’ to end, refers to 


privilege regulations of L.B. and 8S. .C. Railway, and should have appeared under that 
heading. 





THE 


““DUMENLY ”’ 


CIGARETTES. 


Possessing an aroma of passing excellence, and unequalled in the World. 


THE 


‘“ DUMENLY ” 


CIGARETTES. 


Under Royal and Distinguished Patronage, 


Manufactured by A. C. PARASCHO, of Dumenly, Yenijeh, Turkey, Established 1804. 


Address in the United Kingdom, 
17A, NORTH AUDLEY 


Sole 


STREET, LONDON, W. 


One sample box (sent post free for 2s. 6d.) will convince any connoisseur of their superiority. 
N.B.—Each Cigarette bears the Trade Mark, “ Dumenly,” and Monogram. 
N. 


C. PARASCHO, Manager. 


CHEVALIER, BOWNESS, AND BOWNESS, 
230, STRAND. 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


Salmon & Trout Fly Dressers, 
The Largest and most Complete Assortment of Rods and Tackle in the World. 
IMPROVED LANDING NETS, the most complete. 
NEW JAPANNED BOXES for Eyed-Fly, circular and oblong. 


BOWNESS NEW 


The Perfection of Lightness, can be regulated to any degree. 
and Trout Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, 


SALMON REEL. 


Very superior Salmon 
Francis’s Fly Books, Floating Flies, 


Divided Wings, Circular Boxes for Double-hooked Salmon Flies, Brown’s New Leaded 


Phantom. Catalogues free. 


Allcock’s New Spliced Salmon Casts. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON'S 


TROUSERS, 
STOCKINGS, 
WADERS & 

BROGUES. 


FISHING 
WATERPROOEFS ann sacs. 


AWARDED ONLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 


COATS, 
JACKETS, 
CAPES 


|, H. E. FOR FISHING GOODS, 


aiaiore ben and + 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 


37, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C. 





CLYDESDALE 


Colville Square, 


MANSIONS, 
Fayswater, W. 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience ; 
Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &c. 


and of easy access to all parts. 


Omnibuses pass "the Mansions. 


Bathroom, with 
Close to Kensington Gardens, 
Rent from £65, 


Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 
6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W. 


THE 


GREAT REMEDY "ROUT and GRAYLING 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER QUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIG SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 8d., 
1l1s., and 21s, each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C. 


New Publication, Interesting and Valuable, 
containing 
A RECORD OF FACTS, PRINCIPLES, AND DIS- 
COVERIES RELATING TO THE IMPROVE- 





MENT AND PRESERVATION OF 
LIFE ON EARTH. 


Everyone should read “ ZARTH LIFE,” and we 
will send a copy free to every reader of FISHING 
GAZETTE on receipt of stamp and address, 

G. M. MURRAY & Co., 
$8, CASTLE STREET, HOLBORN, LONDON, 


HUMAN 


OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, 8. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 





For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 








SALMON AND TROUT TACKLE, 


JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 
MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &c., to suit all parts of 
the world, <A large stock of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prize Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1888, for ex- 
cellence in Fishing Tackle. Price List on appli- 
cation. 





TROUT FISHING on 
the ITCHEN. 


Wanted, Two Rods to join two others on the 
“Old Barge.” Terms, £6 6s. the season, Apply to 


W. CHALKLEY, 


FISHING TACKLE MAKER, 


WINCHESTER. 





SALMON 
FISHING. 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, from 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


WADERS. | 
Fishing 
DLOCKINES, 
Fishing 
Brog ues, 
Fishing 
Boots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


FISHING 
GOATS. 








The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 





ORDIN 


and CQO.’S 
Only Address, Corner of 


Ir Street, 


19, PICCADILLY. 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 

WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
oe their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
a ie water, strictly preserved, belong- 


“THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous, 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England.” 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s, 6d., in- 
cluding (table d@’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors, 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 

Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, 

Kingsbridge, South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng. 

land for winter fishing 


Devonshire Rivers. 


BAe eae FLIES (GOOD in 

ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Devon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. 


NEW FISHING JACKET 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
MR. KELSON, 


Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON 
TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
60, New Bond Street, LONDON, 








near 











Prices and Particulars upon Application. 





ESTABLISHED 1851, 
IRKBECK BAN K— 


B Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usua 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 

March 81st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society's 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions 








OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PBR 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOGIETY 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 
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SPECIAL NOTICH. 
NOW READY. PRICE 2. 64. 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
Green Cloth, lettered on side ‘ ‘ FISHING GAZETTE,” with Leather Back’; will hold half 
a year’sGAZETTES. To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFrFic#, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


g MALLOCH’S New Patent 
| CASTING REEL. 


See the Wield, November Ist; the FISHING 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angier can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. * 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Tishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for Flies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medal for 
Trout Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies; 
Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, Also, set 











209, High Street, 


Diplomas of Honour, 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs,H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 





COLVILLE 


MANSIONS, 


BAYSWATER, W. 


Superior 


Self-Contained 


FLATS. 


Elegantly Decorated, Modern Improvements, four minutes from Metropolitan 
Railway, Buss to the West-end and City, Telegraph and Post Office by the entrance. 
RENTS FROM £40 TO £180. 

EB. G. STRUTT, 9, Colville Mansions, Colyille-square, W.; and 43, Finsbury Circus. 





YEARLING TROUT AND FRY, 
SEASON. 1885. 


Yearling Trout from large Game Fish, 
£15 per 1,000, £2 per 100. Fry of Kennet 
Trout, Salmo Ferox, and Salmo Fario, £2 
per 1,000. Yearling Trout to be delivered 
April and May. 


W. T. SILK, Burghley Park, Stamford. 





ICKIH’S VOICE IMPROVER.—AI1] 
Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds. Sold 
in packets, 6d. and Is, each. Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of 
Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 


for the Aquarium. 


52, KING WILLIAM STREBET, 


KC., 





Section of the 
“Dunelm” Built Cane 


Rods. 

Write for Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulars of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuctured by 


W. J, CUMMIKS, 
Bishop Auckland. 


ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


SOW hatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.” , . . “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 
and light.”’—Dean Swift orMatthew Arnold. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco, 


“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 
Or glitt’ring starlight Ww ithout thee is sweet.” 
—WMilton. 


ALES, POLLARD, &CO., London. 


a There eke the soft delights tha ie witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.”—Thomson. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“ The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“ Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.’ 
A —Wordsworth. 
ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 
cer knew by the smoke that so gr¢ noet ully curled” 
“).. There's nothing half so sweet in life.’ 
—T. Moore. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“A feasting presence full of light, 
* But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes.” 
— Shakespeare, 
SALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
facturers, 
Wholesale—29, Farringdon-road, London, E.C. 
Retail—Wishart and Co., 41, Haymarket, or of any 
respectable dealer, 








yearlings. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


Gd. per Pkt, PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FIsuH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City, 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel, 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
on a beautiful stretch of the Tay, and 


TROUT FISHING on Loch-na-Craig, both 
with use of Boat Free. 


ALEXANDER NICOL, 
Lessee. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 
Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order, 
Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACH, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 











Mi ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 

No, 17, King William Street, Charing Cross, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years, Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred)._ROBERT 
P. HART, Manager. N.B.—WNo fees. No sureties. 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans, Distance no ob- 
ject, Easy repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
ion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank ta 
carry outall arrangements. 


HULLAND FISHERY, 


Hulland Hall, Ashbourne, DERBYSHIRE. 


TROUT OVA and FRY of Salmo Fario and Sakno 
Levenensis, and every appliance ; feeding machine 
for fry and yearlings. Orders are being booked for 


Apply to the MANAGER, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GOOD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 


RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 


Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


‘JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
ranted perfect action and finish, 4s., 5s., 6s.,7s,, and 
8s. each. - 

Superior finished Salmon Rods, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s. ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Superior finished Greenheart Fly, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s, 6d.,9s., and 10s, each. 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s. 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits, from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s, to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackle at the very cheapest 
rate, 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 30 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 
EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL. ILLS, 
“ Dec. 24th, 1883. 

ADE’S “TI have been troubled with ILLS. 


gout for the last forty years, 

ADE’S and in that time been under pin 
nine doctors, and tried many 

ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ scan 
remedies, but I found no relief 


ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S ILLS. 
PILLS, and since then I have 
ADE’S ailed nothing, ILLS. 


(Signed) 
“FW. LONSDALE, 


ADE'’S pr. 
“99, St. John-st., Preston.” 


ADE’S Ppt 
Do not be persuaded to take 


ADE’S any other Pills for the above Ppa 
distressing painful disorders, 

ADE’S as “ Eade’s” have been proved Pp 
by thotsands to be the safest 





ADE’S and most effectual remedy, ILLS, 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
ADE'S cine vendors, in bottles, 1s, 13d. ILLS, 


and 2s, 9d. 


GEORGE EADE,72,G@OSWELL ROAD, LONDON. 


Wonderful Medicine, 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotcheson 
the skin, disturbed 
sleep, frightful dreams, and all nervous and 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands of cases. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, and they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX, 


For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them. 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system, If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health. 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, ‘they act like ‘*‘ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine, 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long- lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health thes whole physical energy of 
the humanframe, These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world, 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

Asa remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &e., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They ‘speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BEECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed, 

CAUTION.—The public are requested. to notice 
that the words “BEECHAM’S PILLS, St, Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T, Beecham, Chemist, St, Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s. 14d, and 2s, 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 86 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom, 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, 













BAMBRIDGE’S NEW CAST-DAMPER BOX 


See FISHING GAZETTE, January 10th, 
1885, which says :—* Fly-fishers will find 
this Cast-Damper Boxa boon.” —Price, post 
free, 1s. 8d. each, of B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 
“ The Thames Trout,” Eton-on-Thames. 
“ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 


ing. Wecan recommend it as being allit pretends 
be.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight,7 to 80z, 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 8d., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d, extra, 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 8 
joints, price 9s, 6d, 
lyard gut cast, 1s. 3d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 28,5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d, 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 
100 ; 2s. per 50; and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., .1s,4d. and 1s, 10d.; Salmon, 5s, 
per 100, 

H. BOOTH, 18, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 
SHow Rooms :— 


149, Lave 871, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Natnralist. 


WYCOMBE TROUT. 


A Few Thousand EYED OVA of this 
celebrated breed to dispose of ; also a 
few Thousand FRY.—Apply at once to 


E. DAVIS, 


Trout Breeder, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS, 


Several Miles 


FREE TROUT FISHING, 


Comfortable Bedroom and Sitting-room, 
Full particulars on application to X.Y.Z., 
POST OFFICE, WITHYPOOL, TAUN- | 
TON, SOMERSET. 


FLIES, 


DEVON BLUE UPRIGHTS kill throughout the 
season, and in almost all waters (try them). Post 
Free, 1s. 6d, per dozen. 


C. W. NELDER, 


Carnaryon Arms Angling Quarters, } 


DULVERTON STATION, 
THE 


Derby Patent 
LIVE-BAIT HARNESS : 


1s, 6d. HACH, POST FREE, 


The Excelsior or Deyon Salmon Spinner has — 
taken more Salmon from the Trent last Season — 
than any other bait ever known, One fisherman — : 
took no less than seventeen. The colour oa the — 
spinners is most suitable for the fish. Price, with 
twisted gut trace and lead, 2s, 6d. each ; ron 
2s. each. Price list, post free, 


W. A. MARTIN- 


8, LONDON ROAD, DERBY. — 





¥ 


i | 
ae for Dry Feet and Boot 
Comfort, is muchused by Sports- — 
men, Shore W aders, Farmers, , Gardeners, 
and Ladies, Hata, 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and’ directions for Mo Mig f 
boxes 6d, and 1s. each, 


Wholesale by Pricn’s PATENT. caspun 
Company, Limited, Londomy «. 
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ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKEY. 
A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
248, ner fall. | "tna corvieve Pac.) 488, per Dozen. 
’ SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, F.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 








i ay Ree Loa ES Pod lg 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢ 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZEPTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C, 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, ’ 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
: im aay part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
3 12s, 6d. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr, Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Ageney—Mr, T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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“THE WRONG MAN INTERVIEWED.” 


AN EPISODE IN PISCATORIAL RESEARCH. 





By Gero. M. Ketson, 





Rain! I should think it did rain on that same 10th day of May! Meteorologi- 
cally speaking, the weather was Hibernal rather than Vernal—humanly 
speaking, it was “infernal!” 

When I got out at Shallowford Junction, the rain was singing a patter 
song to some-tune, with a fortissimo accompaniment of hail. ‘ All change 
here,” sounded like cruel mockery to a shivering mortal without “a change” or 
even a dressing bag—one who happened to be the only passenger on that dismal 
afternoon. MHailstones “as big as acorns a’most,’ as the ticket-collector 
described them, rebounded from the platform, and forced their unsought 
acquaintance on the nether lining of my trousers, whence, in melting mood, 
they trickled into the most sacred recesses of—my boots. Even the fly-drivers 
had forsaken their accustomed posts. The ticket porter having secured my 
damp piece of card, hastily retired to his cosy little room. How tempting was 
the momentary glimpse of that clear fire as he half opened his door and 
slippedin. The door slammed ; and I stood alone in the cruel, hissing, blinding 
storm. . 

As I crept up the steps and over the footbridge to the down platform—the 
nearest way to the village—lI was obliged to hold on by the handrail with one 
hand while I held on my hat with the other, so violent were the puffs of wind. 

In this defenceless position the hail charged me mercilessly on the left flank, 
and alternately pelted my ear till it tingled with pain, or filled the interval 
between my collar and the nape of my neck, according to the inclination of my 
head, which I was constrained to vary every moment in futile attempts to 
relieve the immediate point of attack for the time being. 

At last one hailstone, more excruciatingly cold than its fellows, stuck 
in the convolutions of my ear. Flesh and blood could never stand this. 
I disengaged my left hand for a moment, reeled and staggered, seized the rail 
Linc age right hand, and away went my hat flying towards London at express 
speed. 

P Should I descend and give chase? No; not for G.M.K.! I pulled the 
FisHING GAzeTTE out of my pocket, wrapped it round my head, and, holding 
the corners under my chin, pushed, rather than ran, through the storm, bound 
for the nearest inn. , 

There is always a licensed house of some sort near a railway station ; for the 
most part a beershop of low dimensions modestly entitled “The Railway 
‘Family and Commercial Hotel.” 

In this case I do not mind confessing that I knew its whereabouts merely 
from having seen the sign (Ah! that’s all very well—Ed.) on my many fishing 
excursions to Mooning Mill. I dashed through the welcome portals, and 
rushed into the snug, familiar, little bar, breathless and dripping. 

'“ Dearie heart! Its never you, Mr. Kelson, surely,” said the jolly-looking 
landlady ; but I am sure I do not know how she knew my name. In these 
country places, I am)told, they always know everyone who has passed in front 
of the house once or twice. “If I didn’t think you was some Egyptian, or a 
ghost, or some’ut foreign, with that white thing on your head! But come and 
dry yourself outside and wet yourself inside, as poor Dumps used to say ; 
that’s the best way to keep off a chill.” 

I followed the treatment prescribed in no niggardly homceopathic spirit, being 
inspired with confidence by the testimonial of the late Mr. Dumps, who was an 
authority on cold without, if not on chills within. 

The late Mr. Dumps, familiarly known as “ Doleful Dumps” on account of 
his rubicund face, rotund body, and genial humour, had been for many years 
foreman at Mooning Mill, where he was a universal favourite with us anglers 
on perch or barbel bent. Many a time had he shifted the paddles of the waste 
water flood gate, that the stream might set right to carry our floats in the back 








eddy under the old chestnut tree, and many a small silver “ souvenir” had he 
carried home for his pains. 

Who does not remember the graceful contour of his manly outline as he stood 
in the mill porch smoking the longest of churchwarden clays, looking like the 
effigy of John Barleycorn, with two cats (sable) as heraldic supporters, one on 
either side. , 

I had heard that Dumps died suddenly of fatty degeneration of the heart, 
and his widow kept a “pub” somewhere. But was it not strange that I should 
be accidentally driven by stress of weather to seek an asylum in her very house ? 
Yes ; there could be no mistake about it ; not only did she speak of “ poor 
Dumps,” but his pictorial presentment—a speaking, I might almost say a 
screaming likenes:—hung over the chimneypicce. 

“You had a heavy loss when poor. Dumps was carried away,’ said lina 
sympathetic tone to the widow. 

“Heavy, indeed, Mr. Kelson,” replied she, taking the words more literally 
than I intended. ‘“ Why, it took six men to carry him out, and the coffin had to 
be made special, there being none kept in stock suitable for so fine a man.” 

“And what came of the black cats,” I asked, not without a secret hope that 
they might have pined away and followed their master to the grave; for two 
more ingenious and persistent thieves of natural trolling or spinning baits it 
would be hard to find. 

“ What—kKittifer and Pussifer ? Ah!—poorthings. [brought them up here, but 
they would not ’bide. They missed the rats and mice, I suppose; anyways, 
I soon heard they had went back to the mill.” P 

‘Perhaps they missed the fish too, Mrs. D.,” said I, a vivid recollection being 
present to my mind of an upset bait can (the lid whereof had lost its hasp), and 
of the disappearance of my last live bait in the jaws of one of these feline 
fiends. 

“May be they did, sir. Poor Dumps had a rare to-do with the master along 
of them cats just afore he died. The master, Mr. Pollard, you know, sir, him 
as belongs to the mill and all them cottages athwert the river, he don’t trouble 
much about fishing—he don’t. If he do want a fish or two he just lays some 
wheels, or puts the bucks down ; but, howsomever, he know’d where there was 
two fine perches off the rushes, just handy the withy bed, which lots of gentry 
had tried for and could’nt get to hold on. So the master he thinks he’d just 
like to catch them hisself, and so gets Dumps to chuck in a few worms now and 
again, not enough to blow ‘em out, but just enough to put ’em on the feed and 
set ’em athinking how nice worms was. And then one flash day when the water 
is drawn off for the barges, you know, sir, and a little bit thickish, the master 
takes and shoves hisself athwert in the old punt with hisrod and line. Well, 
he had’nt been agone no more nor ten minutes; when back he comes looking 
quite joyful. He chains up the punt hisself afore Dumps, who happened to be 
smoking half a pipe in the porch, could come to him. ‘What d’ye think of 
that Dumps ?’ says he heaving one of the perch on the grass. No sooner done 
than Kittifer has holt of it, and is a-carr’ng it away for the mill. ‘Hi! stop 
that infernal cat,’ hollers the master, and as Dumps could’nt run very fast along 
of his size, poor man, out comes the master to help him. Run as they can, 
afore they comes up Kittifer has taken the perch in a hole under the mill. 
‘Fetch me the punt pole,’ roars the master, ‘and Ill smash the brute.’ Well, 
back goes poor Dumy's, hoping the pole would’nt go in far enough, for he 
did’nt care much to have one of his cats smashed ; and when he gets to the punt 
what does he see but Pussifer eating the other perch! Poor Dumps was took 
with a kind of seizure like, and never came round again.” 

“Poor fellow! Well, missus, I'll take two pennyworth more of your 
medicine, and then I must be off to Mooning. . Is there anything like a trap to 
be got? I did not see one at the station.” 

“Going to Mooning this terrible wet day, and without your tackle too? The 
eels has’nt begun to run yet, I allow. Whatever can you want at Mooning, if 
I may be so bold ? ” 

“T want to see a man called Spokes. Do you know where he lives ?”’ 

‘ What! Isaac Spok:s? Of course I do—down by the Ferry ; but you’ve no 
occasion to go to Mooning to see him. Here, Bill, did’nt I hear tell as how you 
saw Isaac this afternoon ?” 

“Sure, I did,” replied a rough voice from the tap. “ I seed him right enough 
agoin’ over Shallowford Bridge with a cart full of rods.” 

“Then he’s sure to be here soon,” said Mrs. Dumps, “so you may as well sit 
where you are and be comfortable.” 

“A eartful of rods,” thought I, “and the close season for coarse fish not yet 
over. There must be some rare trout-fishing in the neighbourhood that I know 
nothing about, and I shall see him without the expense and discomfort of a 
drive. I’m in luck’s way.” 

I had come down on purpose to interview a fisherman of the name of Spokes, 
arecent arrival in these parts from Nottingham, who had been remarkably 
successful in spinning for trout, and from whom I hoped to learn the where- 
abouts of one or two of the big ones before they had been pricked by the ever- 
increasing army of Thames trouters. 

I thought it wise, however, to keep my own counsel on the object of my 
interview, as the “good things” in fishing soon become good things no longer 
when published, and, next to daily country papers, commend me to alehouse 
gossip for disseminating sporting tips. I sat, therefore, quietly before the 
fire warming my toes and listening to many domestic anecdotes from Mrs. 
Dumps, while I complacently awaited the arrival of Mr. Spokes. 

At last he came, and I requested Mrs. D. to give us two goes of hot gin 
(which I found to be Mr. Spokes’s particular weakness), and to leave us alone. 
No sooner was the door shut than I asked him in a hurried whisper about the 
heavy trout. 

“ Trout,” said he, “ I don’t know nothing about no trouts. I never meddle with 
they ; but if you want a jack I could wire one up the ditches for yer, p’raps.” 

“Good gracious !” I exclaimed, “are you not a fisherman ? ” 

“ No, I beant.” 

“Then, why the deuce were you taking your rods over Shallowford Bridge ?” 

“To sell ’em for basket-making, to be sure.” 

By Jove! they were withy rods, and I had got hold of the wrong chap, after 
all. 





ne 





A OriticisM.—I have made my first piscatorial essay, and, by the shade of Walton, 
a dead failure. The Borderers are commonly a plain-spoken people, and I had 
scarcely begun when an Auld-Robin-Gray-looking carle, with a broad bonnet on his 
head and a plaid twisted round his neck, stopped where I was disturbing the water, 
and in vain. “Hae ye onything till do, honest man?” heenquired dryly. ‘“ Not 
much, you may swear,” I answered, “or you would not not find me here.” “ Weel, 
I guessed as muckle,” returned the Scot. ‘Gin ye had ony business to occupy ye'’re 
time, I wad counsil ye to gang hame an’ attend till it; for if ye keep skiting the 
Tweed till sunset ye’ll never turn a tail,” and off he toddled with his “ twa doggies” 
at his heels te look after the sheep.—(“ Sports and Adventures in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland.”) 
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FISHING IN CORSICA AND SARDINIA .—II. 


IN my article in your issue of the 7th of February, I mentioned that 
it was my intention to visit the somewhat inaccessible Flumendosa 
river, the largest river of Sardinia, in whose tributary streams I had 
fished during an exploratory tour in the mountains last year. But 
before giving an account of it, and of the large numbers of trout we 
took out of it, I must describe the extraordinary fisheries in the great 
salt lakes of Oristano on the west coast of Sardinia, which I 
thoroughly explored, with the permission of their owners, Messrs. 
Carta and Tolu. 

The main salt lake fisheries of Sardinia are those of Oristano and of Cagliari, 
though round the island are a few smaller ones of the same description. 

Round the Gulf of Oristano are four large lakes, all of which I visited ; but, as 
the fisheries are all conducted on the same principle, a description of one, Cabras, 
will suffice. 

The town of Cabras was reached early one morning in a broken-down 
conveyance—the best to be obtained—with an order from Cay. Egisio Carta to 
his head fisherman, Luigi Lioniglia ; the distance from Oristano being about five 
miles. A boat and men were procured, with a Sard called Giovanni Loi, who, 
after a great deal of trouble and exertion, would take no further payment than 
acigar. These lakes swarm with wild fowl of all sorts, especially coots, and a 
few flamingoes. They are tamer than at Cagliara, where they are continually 
hunted about. The natives never shoot the snipe,as they dislike getting wet, 
and also are unable to hit them. 

The fishery is situated on three streams, which converge and flow from the 
lake into the sea. A medizval tower has been converted into a dwelling, and 
around it are the reed fish traps. Barriers of upright reeds, with }in. intervals, 
have been erected in various positions, having doors, and suited to the varying 
depth of water in the stream, which is none other than the Tirse (which is one 
of the largest Sardinian rivers), but impregnated with salt. 

The fish, as they descend, are admited through V-shaped openings in the 
fence, placed at intervals of. 10ft., into large compartments, that are capable of 
being closed when there are enough fish inside. The depth varies from 1ft. to 
Aft. In these compartments the fish are either speared or netted by fishermen 
wading in naked, or else are driven into a smaller inclosure called the death- 
room (camera del morte), whence they are extracted by hand or scoop nets. 
There are yet smaller chambers than the camera del morte, used when, owing to 
floods, there are but few fish, about a yard square and with the usual funnel to 
admit the fish, out of one of which I saw scooped crabs (some edible), sardines, 
eels, soles (?), large prawns, and a fish like the carp called lupo. Over each 
barrier is a reed house for the guard or watcher. The sardines fresh from the 
water resemble young herring. The Cabras boats are quite peculiar, and 
resemble a shoe more than anything else. They are rowed in the English way, 
while the Cagliari rowers face the bows. Further south lies the S. Giusta Lake 
and fisheries, and last of all those of Mercedi, each with a village peopled 
entirely with fisherfolk, by far the finest inhabitants physically on the island, 
the women being comparatively good-looking. The contrast with these is the 
agricultural part of the population. 

Before finishing this description of Oristano, the snipe-shooting there must 
be mentioned. On the map the lakes and marshes appear enormous, but with 
regard to the latter this is not the case. I have seen a description of the snipe 
and other shootings of Sardinia by some one who had evidently been to Cagliari 
(where the snipe-shooting is very good, for on two occasions we got over 80 
couple once, with three and once with four guns), but had based his description 
of the Oristano marshes on the map without visiting them. 

It described the town of Terralba as being in the centre of the best snipe- 
shooting on the island. For a radius of six miles round Terralba the country is 
dry, and cultivated with vineyards, with the exception of a small marsh near 
Marrubiu, where there is a railway station. Nine miles west of Terralba lie the 
small marsh and fisheries of Mercedi. This is all. 

The best shooting lies west of S. Giusta. ‘The country round is flat, and to 
obtain an idea of it the tower (campanile) of Oristano Church should be 
ascended. Monte Gennargentu lies west, covered with snow, and Monte Ferru 
north ; in all other directions are the lakes. The roofs of Oristano are covered 
with orange moss, and the course of the Tirse can be traced across the cactus- 
hedged plain by a line of tall reeds. 

Oristano is healthy all the year round; but prior to the completion of the 
aqueduct bringing water from Bonarcado, on Monte Ferru, it was deserted in 
summer. Even now the natives assert that eating the larger and coarser of the 
grey mullet gives fever... -°--- >: - : Yat! x6 

If anyone should stop at Oristano and should be desirous of enjoying a good, 
hearty laugh, let them visit the extensive gardens of Vandolino C outside 
the town. Close to the gate will be seen a bust of Pius IX. (rotto—rotting 
away, as my landlord explained). They are filled with busts of Sardinian 
celebrities of all sexes on pedestals, and of the Royal Family of Italy—these 
being of enormous height. 

From a distance the effect is admirable ; but when one comes—— ; however, 
I must not forget to mention an olive tree in the garden, 22ft. in circumference 
at the base, called Elleonora’s (the Guidichessa of Arborea). 

The Cabras marshes are small in extent. Besides those mentioned there are 
no other snipe-marshes near Oristano. Snipe may be got at Terranova, and 
‘near Musei, and at Ardara, at which latter place I was accompanied by a small 
French chasseur, who called his dog by blowing a large horn for it, and applied 
to it the epithets, “ brigand” and “assassin.” 

So much for the shooting. With regard to the trout, I am not able to state 
from experience where they are not to be found, excepting that they are absent 
from the lower parts of the rivers where they traverse the plains, For 
instance, there are none in the Tirse near Oristano, nor in the plain near 
Cagliari. In short, it is an easier matter to name rivers where the Sardinian 
and Corsican trout is present than those wherehe is absent—rivers, that is, that 
answer the following conditions :— 3 

1. There must be a fair amount of clear running water in the summer as 
well as the winter, 


2. It must run through forests, so that there may be shade, or through high 
maquia. 

‘The Flumendosa has its source among the snows of Gennargentu, and together 
with its affluents, is full of trout. It can be reached from Cagliari by diligence 
to Muravera, through one of the finest gorges in Sardinia. The road has been 
recently completed. Or Balloa, reached by Pantaloa, where several streams 
join. _ While hunting the wild sheep and exploring, this year, camp was pitched 
in three different places in the primeval forest round Gennargentu, two being 
close to the Flumendosa, and one by a small affluent under the extraordinary 
rock of Perdaliana. This latter was our first camp. Several small trout were 
taken out of the little stream, using a small black gnat and 12ft. rod ; but as the 
water was barely a yard wide and lin, deep, not much could be expected, Still 





we often enjoyed the luxury of trout for dinner, which generally consisted of 
something like the following : beef, boiled with vegetables and thickened with 
flour, with a tin of preserved soup added, toast and butter, preserved goose- 
berries, cheese, figs, wine, and coffee, 

Once while fishing I disturbed a wild pig which was rooting on the bank. 
One night during a gale the tents were nearly blown down, while the fire and a 
shelter erected by the Sards were swept away into the forest. 

From Perdaliana, camp was shifted to the lead and silver mines of Oreddu, 
on the river itself, where, for nearly a week, we caught large numbers of 
delicious trout, and the last day Lord Mayo and myself caught 130 in a few 
hours. Iam forced to the conclusion that there are no large trout, the larges, 
caught being #lb., or perhaps less. I afterward encamped alone ata spot lower 
down the river—a deserted mine called Lansenusa, whence Gennargentu was 
ascended. Here any amount of trout were caught, and a sackful taken back the’ 
last day as a present to the Syndic of Lanusei. The Sards were highly 
astonished, never haying seen this sort of fishing before, the only method 
they use being to wade in, with a net tied to two poles, which they work 
between the stones. But the Flumendosa is too large a river for this. It was 
immaterial what flies were used so they were but large enough. Large trout 
flies or small sea trout flies were the best, and every shade of colour seemed 
equally acceptable. The water is as clear as crystal, and flows by the most 
magnificent precipices and granite mountains clothed with forests of evergreen 
oak. 'Too much praise could hardly be bestowed upon the scenery. March and 
April are the best months for fishing in the mountains, as earlier in the year the 
nights are cold. I know no one who has ever fished in these parts except a Mr. 
Wood, a resident mining engineer, who lives at Lanusei. Of course no 
permission or licence is required, and the mountains are quite safe and healthy. 
The Sards are hospitable and friendly. During our stay in the mountains, of 
which I have given an account elsewhere, we killed both moufflon and red deer. - 

Among other curious superstitions, the Sards will never settle overnight 
where to hunt in the morning, as they suppose that in that case the evil spirits 
would drive the game away ; and when loosing dogs, tie the rope or strap round 
their own necks, supposing it unlucky to putit in the pocket. 

An absurd event occurred on my way to Cagliari in the diligence. While 
driving through the fine Tertinia and Chirra valley, the diligence was stopped 
to enable the conductor to fire at a partridge. The gun refused to go off, and 
after snapping six times they gave up, the partridge meanwhile feeding by the 
roadside. 

In my last letter I should have mentioned that there are trout in the Coghinas 
in Sardinia; also in the Porto river near Evisa, the Golo, the Ino Lake (near 
Valdoniello, and the source of the Tarignano), and I believe, but am not sure, 
in the Liamone, the Grayona, and the Solenzara, all in Corsica, 

Lake Creno, two hours from Nino, is deep, but has no fish. The extra- 
ordinary tunny fishery at S. Antioco, near Iglesias, in the §.W. of Sardinia, 
should be visited in May. The tunnies are each 12ft. long. 

H. W. Seron Karr. 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


ALL who are interested in the vital question of keeping our rivers free from 
pollutions should attend the public meeting at the Mansion House on March 25 
(4p.m.). The Lord Mayor will take the chair. : 

* x * * se 

We trust all who are interested in the Thames will read the correspondence 
we publish on the New Thames Bill. We are convinced that Mr, Maskelyne 
will not knowingly injure the interests of Thames anglers ; but such would be 
the effect of the Bill unless it is amended as suggested. 

2K * * * * 

Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., presided last week at the Meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Management of the ‘“ Royal Fund for the Relief of the Orphans of 
Sea-Fishermen.” Further subscriptions and donations were announced, the 
total amounting now to considerably over £2,000. 

2 ot te) ae ne 

Applications for relief were, for the first time, considered, and grants were 
made. A sad evidence of the need of such a Fund as this was received in the 
form of a telegram stating that fifteen widows and forty orphans had been left 
destitute in Stornoway by the drowning of eighteen Lewis fishermen in the 
recent gale. Mr. Birkbeck is connected with many societies whose aim is the 
relief of genuine distress, and all who know him will be glad that he has 
stretched out his strong helping hand in aid of such a society-as this, 

* * * * 


The Bona Fide Angling: Society -have so many: members who are as fond of 
the gun as of the rod that they have decided to change their title to one cover- 
ing both branches of sport, and in future they will be known as “ The Rod and 
Gun Club.” Mr. R. B. Marston has been elected an honorary member. ‘The 
Hon. Sec. is Mr, A. Paterson, 35, Dover-street, 8.E. We wish the Club every 
success, 

ay i * 3 e 

“S. K.” writes: “I should accept it as a favour if you or any of the 
numerous readers of the Fiswinc Gazerre could tell me whether there 
are any books or guides published giving particulars of the best fishing waters 
and quarters (trout) in the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland.” The 


best general guide we know is Watson Lyall’s ‘ Sportsman’s Guide,” pub- 
lished at 15, Pall Mall, London. It appears monthly from May: to October ; 
price 1s, oad tS 


* * * * * 


Messrs. T’. F, Williams and Co., of 10, Great Queen-street, London, write to 
us : “ We herewith-enclose yon a two-yard Pennell buffer knot salmon cast for 
your inspection. A notice of the same will be esteemed. It is left unstained 
to show you the quality of the gut.” Messrs. Williams have carried out Mr. 
Pennell’s idea admirably ; the’ buffers are made of gut. The whole thing is 
very neat, and the gut excellent. BIST 

* * * ** x . 

SrockinG THE SEVERN aT SuHREWsBURY.—To those who are interested in | 
the improvement that is constantly taking place in the fishing round the borough 
of Shrewsbury, a very important matter took place on Monday last. At the 
close of the meeting of the town council, the mayor (Alderman Southam) in- 
vited the members to talk a walk as far as the Quarry, as the Dingle was being 
emptied for the purpose of seeing the state of the bottom, and to consider if 
anything could be done to improve it, so that trout could be reared there ; but 
this was found to be out of the question, as the bottom was nothing but mud. 
There were many thousands of perch, tench, chub, roach, golden carp, &c., in 
the pool, and many of them weighed 2lb. and over, The mayor was about to 
give the order for the water to be let in again, when, luckily for the anglers of 
Shrewsbury, Mr. F. H. Morgan, Hon. Sec. Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society, 
suggested to his worship that there were considerably more fish in the water 
than could possibly thrive, and that it would be doing the anglers a good turn 
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if he would allow the keeper to catch the largest and turn them into the 
Severn. To this suggestion the mayor readily consented, as did the other 
members of the corporation. The keeper then caught some two hundred perch, 
tench, chub, &c., and under the personal superintendence of the mayor they 
were turned into the river. Tench have for many years past been extinct in 
the Severn in this district. It will, therefore, be interesting to note how this 
fresh importation of the breed do in their new home. The fish weighed from 
1lb. to as much as 2lb. each, and were all healthy and many full of spawn. 


Mr. Malloch, of Perth, informs us that he has taken a most important stretch 
of the Tay to let out torods. Anyone requiring information about the salmon 
and trout fishing in Perthshire should write to Mr. Malloch, 209, High-street, 
Bee Mr. M. is one of the most successful salmon and trout anglers in Scot- 
and, - 


f) " 


Mr. P. McDonald, fishing the Pitcastle length of the Tay the other day, 
got a fine new run salmon of 321lb. ‘The smallest salmon, perhaps, on record 
was killed last week on the Tweed by Mr. A. Steel, its weight being exactly 
2b. 30z.” 

ae ae ae ® ae 

YEARLING Tay SatmMon ror New ZeaLranp.—The Tay District Fishery 
Board have given Mr. 8. C. Farr, Secretary of the Canterbury, N.Z., Accli- 
matisation Society, forty-eight yearling salmon, hatched at Dupplin, and reared 
in the Stormontfield ponds. Mr. Farr has got a transport apparatus of special 
design to try the experiment of carrying the fish to New Zealand. Mr. Farr 
must be a very sanguine man. 

: * * * * * 

Two hundred thousand Loch Leven trout fry from seven to eleven weeks 
old were last week turned into the Gairney and North Queich—feeders of Loch 
Leven. One hundred and eighty thousand were put in last season. ‘“ Pro- 
digious !”” as Dominie Sampson would say. 
; ae as ae ae ae 

So great is the demand for tickets to fish Loch Leven that the only chance is by 
writing weeks in advance to Captain Hall, the courteous and energetic manager 
of the Loch Leven Fishery. No fishing from the bank is allowed, and as a 
great number of Scotch angling clubs hold their competitions on this fine water, 
there is little chance of getting a boat unless you engage it beforehand. We 
went “on spec” one day, and had it not been for the kindness of Mr. Francis 
Francis, who gave us a place in his boat, we should have had no chance of fish- 
ing, as every boat was engaged. If any of our readers want to have as good a 
chance of taking a good basket of trout as is to be got anywhere, let them try 
pot Leyen, The fish average 1lb., and much heavier fish are frequently 
taken. 


ae ae aS ae ae 


Gartmore Dam, an artificial lake of 160 acres, which supplies the town of 
Alloa with water, has recently been stocked with a thousand Loch Leven 
trout. 

* * a * a 

Mr. Palliser, Hon. Sec. of the Derwent (Durham) Angling Association, sends 
us a long and interesting report of the proceedings at the annual general meet- 
ing. In spite of the fact that the river “is troubled with four great draw- 
backs—the hush from the lealmines, Howdon Burns, paper mills, and gas 
water,” which have killed large numbers of fine trout and eels—the fishing must 
be very good. “The fact that four members had caught two thousand trout 
by rod and line in the Derwent would astonish a good many of their angling 
friends in other parts.” We should think so indeed !—especially when they 
know that the cost of a season ticket is only 5s., including entrance fee. We 
are glad to see that day tickets are issued to strangers. The season extends 
from the 1st of March to the 15th of September. 

* * * * 

Tt will hardly be credited that a majority of the members of the above-men- 
tioned Society decided, at the annual meeting, to reduce the subscription, 
although the chairman pointed out that “it would cripple their resources to 
such an extent that they would be unable to put avy further supplies of trout 
fry into the river.” The amount im question-was only 1s. per member per 
annum! ‘The only possible result of this petty, short-sighted policy will be 
that in a very short time the annual subscription will have to be doubled in 
order to obtain funds for restocking the river. It must be very disheartening 
to Mr. Booth, the President of the Club, Mr. Palliser, the Hon. Sec., Mr. Jack, 
Mr. Charlton, and other members who have worked so hard and successfully to 
improve the fishing to find their efforts wasted in this way, 

* * * * 


Thousands of London anglers think themselves lucky if, after going ten or 
twenty miles, that can get a little roach or perch fishing without paying more 
than 1s. a day for it. 

* * ae * * 


- “Piscator,” writing from Chalford to the Stroud News, says: “A most 
amusing incident occurred in this village a short time ago. An old codger 
well known for his abilities in trout fishing, chiefly with the flue net, arose 
very early to examine his net, when, as he was gathering it in, felt some sharp 
nails sticking into his hand, and something struggling in the net of an unusual 
kind, and he at once jumped to the conclusion that it must be a young otter. 
He decided to return home and fetch his gun, and wait till daylight, and then 
shoot the animal ; but, much to his surprise and disgust, as daylight dawned, 
instead of beholding a water otter, he found his net contained only a poor 
moor-hen, which succeeded in escaping the old codger’s clutches. I hope this 
will be a caution’ to him to discontinue netting.” 
e * * * * * 


: ~ ASunoweER oF Fish.— Word comes from Louisville that one day recently it was 
‘so dark in that city at nine o’clock in the morning that lamps were lighted in 


_ to have been the result of a waterspout from the Ohio river. 


many of the houses. During the day it rained very hard, and after the shower 
minnows were picked up in the streets, having fallen with the rain. It is said 
Many of the in- 
habitants were terribly frightened at the unusual and remarkable state of 
things.— American Angler. . 
% st 3 a i 
SUBSTITUTE FoR VARNIsH.—LIf hard oil, such as painters use for natural wood 


‘ finish, were tried in place of varnish, shellac, wax, &c., anglers would find it to 


-their advantage. Also in finishing rods, it is far superior, as it does not crack 
‘or chip off, and it does most effectually shed water. It is very elastic, and 
“gives as handsome a finish as could be desired. Any first-class wood-filler will 
accomplish the! same result.—WiG Waa, in Forest and Stream. 
J te ae ie 

REcIPE TO WARD OFF CHoLERA.—Wife: ‘But which of the two cholera 
doctors is right—Pasteur or Koch?” Husband: ‘I tell you what it is, my 
dear ; let us make experiment in the interests of science : you stop at home and 
keep yourself dry—I’ll go round to the ‘Swan’ and try the wet plan!” 


2 





_ Those of our readers who collect angling articles giving useful and _ practical 

information should procure the Ayr Observer of Feb. 20, which contains a long 
account of “ A Piscatorial Excursion to the River Deugh,” by James Murdoch, 

Auchinleck, Mr. M. got forty brace of trout one day ; he does not give the 
size, but we infer they were not large. 

* * * * * 

We are glad to see that the Liverpool Angling Association are considering 


the advisability of renting some salmon and trout fishing for the use of their 
members, 
c * * * 


* 4 “ 0 

The fine stretch of the Derwent between Matlock Bridge and Whatstand- 
well is now preserved by the Matlock Angling Association, and we are very 
glad to learn they intend to stock the water with Loch Leven and other trout, 
and are killing down the pike. The river below Whatstandwell Railway 
Bridge swarms with rudd. Angling is not restricted to the fly, and 
“A. R.I. E. L.” informs us he has had some grand sport last season with the 
“ fly-fishing spinning” system, which he» so fully and ably described in the 
GAZETTE, 

* *™* oe * * 

We regret to learn that the attempt to form an association of the angling 
clubs of the Kale Valley for the purpose of improving the trout fishing has 
not been successful. This is another incomprehensible instance of short- 
sightedness on the part of anglers ; but we trust Mr. R. H. Elliot, of Clifton 
Park, Morebattle, will continue his efforts to benefit the Kale anglers, in spite 
of themselves, It is only a question of 1s. each per year; but the Kalers do 
not consider that the certain improvement of their sport, and the probable 
prevention of riparian owners preserving the river for themselves, is worth 
such a ruination expense. 

Salmon anglers on the Blackwater (Lismore) have been having very good 
sport recently, and many fine spring fish have been landed—Admiral Hay Gor- 
don, Colonel Cotton, and Sir Richard Musgrave being especially successful. 
Some good baskets of trout have been taken. Many of our readers may be 
glad to know that the conservators have passed a by-law extending rod-fishing 
from the 18th of October to the 18th of November. The month of October is 
considered one of the best in the year on the Blackwater, and as the nets are 
all off the river two months earlier, rod fishers will have a good time of it in 
the fall. 

* * * * * 

In the Field of March 7 appeared a most interesting article on ‘“ Spring 
Flies for Chalk Streams,” by ‘“ South-West.” The various dressings of that 
deadly fly, the Olive Dun, which he gives, are most valuable. 

* * * * a 

Mr. Rowe, Fishing-tackle Maker, Barnstaple, sells one of the best patterns 
of the far-famed ‘‘ Devon” Minnow that we are acquainted with. The great 
majority of the baits sold as the “‘ Devon” are delusions and snares, only as far 
as the purchasers are concerned. Some are made of wretched soft metal ; in 
others the fins are either of bad shape, or placed at a wrong position on the 
bait, or, more frequently, at wrong angles. Every angler who has used the 
“ Devon” has doubtless experienced the difficulty of preventing the gut on 
which the side and tail triangles are fixed from getting out of place. As long 
as the gut is dry and stiff it is all right ; but as soon as it gets wet and limp it 
slips out of one of the side slits in the bait and throws the bait out of gear. 
Mr. Rowe has remedied this defect in a very effective and simple manner by a 
method which, at the same time, makes the hooks trebly secure, and prevents 
that fraying of the gut which, in the ordinary “ Devon,” so often results in the 
loss of both fish and bait. We can recommend any angler who wants a really 
good ‘“ Devon” to get one of Mr. Rowe’s 13in. dark mottled baits, similar to 
the sample he has sent us. Trout are like men—they may rush out to have 
a look at a bright, glittering beauty, but when they intend a permanent 
attachment they generally select something more quiet and modest in tone. 

* * * * 


Why do artificial bait makers so generally mount them on unstained gut ? 
It is a great mistake. Anglers should always, when going away fishing, provide 
themselves with a small bottle of Stephen’s blue-black ink. You can easily 
get any tint you like, from a pale blue to almost black, by soaking the gut in 
thisinkforafew minutes, or for several, according to the depth of stain you want. 
Rinse the gut in clean water when you take it out of the ink, and then there is 
no fear that the strength of the gut will be affected, as is most certainly the 
case with many of the dyes used. 

Unstained gut is a most conspicuous object in the water, as its glossy surface 
reflects light so freely. If we could get unbleached, gut—i.e., perfectly trans- 
parent—it would, perhaps, still be liable to this defect to some extent; but 
ordinary unstained bleached gut is semi-opaque, as may be easily proved by 
placing it over black writing on white paper. Mr. 8. Allcock informed us 
some time ago that there was no difficulty in getting gut like glass, but that 
the dealers would not buy it unless it was bleached—a process which impairs 
its strength—and he sent us some strands from which the thin yellow skin had 
merely been pealed off, instead of being removed by chemicals, This gut was 
as transparent as the purest glass. We should like to ask him if he cannot 
put some of this really transparent unbleached gut on the market, and also 
what prevents undrawn gut being manufactured as fine as drawn gut ? 

* * * Pi a 


Tweed salmon sold at 1s. 10d., and trout at 1s. 7d. per lb. last week. 
* * * * * 


We are informed, on trustworthy authority, that the Thames Conservancy 
Board will this year prohibit angling from any Thames weir except Tedding- 
ton weir, 

* * # * me 

An extensive fire on the premises of Mr, R. Ramsbottom, Fishing-tackle 
Maker, of Manchester, doing damage to the amount of nearly three thousand 
pounds, has given Mr, R. extra work with a vengeance this spring. Fortu- 
nately, he was insured, and his splendid stock of salmon and trout gut has not 
suffered much. He sends us a sample of superb salmon gut. It only needs to 
be seen to be at once appreciated by salmon anglers, % 

* * * 

Our esteemed contributor, Mr. Geo. M. Kelson, has, we regret to say, been 

suffering from a rather severe attack of illness. : 
* * * % 

In the March 5 number of Forest and Stream, Mr. Fred. Mather calls atten- 
tion to an important letter from Mr, J. 8. Van Cleef, which appears in the 
same number, Mr. Van Cleef points out that the trout brooks and small 
streams of the States are, almost without exception, gradually decreasing in 
flow. His theory is that the main cause is that the vast areas of land which 
have been converted from prairie and forest into farm land,. cleared and 
drained, have had an effect on the atmospherical conditions, . ‘The land has 
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been gradually cleared and drained westward for hundreds, almost thousands, 
of miles. The prevailing winds are from the west. Before the forests were 
destroyed the atmosphere was supplied by natural evaporation with sufficient 
humidity to keep it in its normal condition, The reverse is now the case.” 
He considers, if his theory is right, the ‘‘days of the trout streams are num- 


bered.” ‘Truly, a bad look-out for American anglers ! 
x * 


* * 


Mr. E. G. Blackford has sent us an invitation to be present in New York on 
April 1 to witness the “many species, varieties, and forms of trout from all 
parts of the continent of North America,” which he will exhibit on his slabs, 
and also alive in his tanks, in Fulton Market on that day. The invitation is a 
large folding card in colours, very well designed and executed. We have 
noticed for years past that Mr. Blackford takes great interest in fish-culture, 
and has rendered most valuable service to the science. We should much like 
to be present, and are sure that the show of fish will be a most interesting 


one. 7 , e 


* * * 

Trout and salmon anglers will find some most interesting reading in the 
report of the Kent Angling Association which we publish this week. Mr. G. 
F. Braithwaite, President of the Club, was in the chair, and in his remarks 
opened up some interesting subjects of inquiry. Mr. B. is the author of that 
charming little book, ‘‘ The Salmonide of Westmoreland and Angling Remini- 
scences,” which we reviewed recently in the GAzerrr. 

* * * * * 

We are indebted to Mr. H. Collins, Hon. Sec. of the Hungerford Fly-fishing 
Club, for the report for 1884. We are very glad to see that the result of the 
Club’s large outlay in stocking the waters during the past seven years is now 
very apparent, and there is a capital stock of both trout and grayling in the 
fishery. During this time over 3,300 pike and 10,700 other coarse fish have 
been taken out of the water (in many cases they have been given to other 
societies for stocking their waters), and over 50,000 trout and grayling put in, 
about 1,400 of the trout being yearlings, or older fish. The spring fishing of 
1884 was, as in the case of most waters last year, bad, and the May fly-fishing 
was greatly spoiled by cold, dry winds. The scarcity of water also interfered 
with the grayling fishing. : 

An extremely interesting article on the Herring appeared in the Montrose 
Standard of March 14, : . 

* a * * 

Among the books which were put up at the recent sale of the contents of 
Trentham Vicarage, the property of the late Rev. E. J. Edwards, was what 
was supposed to be a first edition of “ Walton’s Complete Angler,” printed by 
T. Maxey and Richard Marriott, in 1653. It was knocked down for the very 
high sum of £24 10s. As soon as the purchaser, however, obtained possession 
of the coveted volume, it was found to be a made-up one. The first few leaves 
were genuine, but the body of the book consisted of a fac-simile copy of the 
original. The sale was cancelled, and the volume withdrawn. 





DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE) SPRING FISHING—A REVIEW. 


As the best of the fishing may now be said to be past on the lower reaches and the 
lower portion of the middle reaches of the river, it may not prove uninteresting to 
the readers of the GAZETTE if, from our notes, we give a short review of the results 
obtained. A great many experienced fishermen declare that the sport got in the 
Banchory district during the past six weeks is, out of all comparison, the best of 
any record obtained within the same period in recent years. A good many fish are 
yet to be looked for on several beats between Kincardine O’Neil and Crathes; but 
we are confident in predicting that, all over, there will be no approach in results to 
what it has been the good fortune of anglers to experience this season already. 
There is still a good deal of snow on the higher hills, and this leads us to believe 
that, encouraged by more genial weather and a greater volume of water, whenever 
these come, fish will yet take to the river in considerable numbers. When the 
weather gets mild, the fish that escape the nets hurry on to the upper waters, rest 
less frequently, and take less freely on the lower and middle reaches than those 
that run up earlier in the season when the weather is colder and the water propor- 
tionately stronger in consequence of the lower temperature. Up to within a fort- 
night, when cold, hard weather fairly set in, the river showed good volume all 
throughout such of the season as had run. There were a good many freshets ; but 
during the recurring interspaces there were always some days highly favourable 
for angling. The only erratic or untoward circumstance in the course of events 
since the opening day was the block-up of the river with ice for a few days some 
three weeks ago. Up to date the net-fishing has been very discouraging ; and now 
that the water is so low, and the weather so frosty, scarcely a fish is taking to the 
water ; and as any that do take to it are easily sighted and netted, anglers need not 
expect any fresh-run fish till an improved change takes place. Though the fishing 
up to the present time, or nearly so, has been so very excellent on the reaches indi- 
cated, there is no reason for assuming that every spring will give equally favourable 
results in the future, any more than has proved the case in the past. Anglers 
would make no such prediction, or have any such expectation, were they, in fore- 
casting results, to take into account their former experiences. ‘To tell the truth 
and shame the Devil,” the angling results this spring on the reaches between Drum 
and Kincardine O’Neil have been quite exceptional in point of productiveness, and 
how or why so many gratifying captures have been made is not difficult of explana- 
tion. The autumn fishing last year was disappointing : the fish, owing to the small 
volume of water, did not ascend in any number till the season was well nigh ended, 
and even after that there was no great run. Unlike the good and early run of the 
year before, when the fish got well up the river in October, few last year reached 
the Aboyne and Glen Tana reaches ; on the contrary, they settled in the stretches 
lower down. 'These—the heavy, gravid fish of last autumn—are now the old 
kippers, and among them, and, as if to become familiar with them, the young fish, 
‘fresh from the sea, usually remain a good while before parting company ; and that 
is one of the reasons why, in the Banchory districts, where kelts are numerous, the 
spring salmon have this year remained so long in the pools. Spates, too (though 
many believe the opposite), when occasioned by the melting of snow, hinder the 
rapid progression of fish upwards. Such spates have been common, and, combined 
with the general coldness of the weather, they have retarded the progress of the 
fish in their upward journey. There are a good many easy pools or dubs in the 
Banchory locality, and in these, to get clear of the stress of water, the fish congre- 
gated, and frequently took very well, when the river was almost in full spate. For 
these (various) reasons, and because the fish swim but slowly when the weather is 
(frosty) cold, sport on the reaches above Kincardine O’Neil has, as yet, been the 
opposite of satisfactory. Till now, the flies used have been large, and of these the 
Gordon, Grey Heron, Peacock, Dunt, Dodger, Killer, Tricolor, with “ Eagles” for 
evening use, have secured for anglers the lion’s share of the results. Natural 
minnow has been pottered about with by some, and Brown’s Phantom has done good 
service in the evenings, In the spring, few fish rest till they reach Kingcausie, and 
there, though but few rest, and for a short time only, Mr. Fortescue has been for- 
tunate in landing some six or eight salmon. One or two got caught on the Culter 
water, and at Drum the keeper has had several fair takes, and is even now landing 
afew. Mr. A. J. Kinloch, on the Altries Water, has killed two. Mr. Gething, on 
the Park water, has not had great sport, two in a day having, as yet, been the best 





take on that beat. Dr. Macdonald and party have scored heavily on the Durris 
House (rented) water. The doctor is always to the front; but a misfortune befell 
him the other day. His hook got caught behind, his line snapped, and two fish 
that would undoubtedly have been caught by him were picked out by Mr. James 
Oliphant, who was following down. Commander-Sergeant, H.M. ship Clyde, and 
John Sheriffs, who is fishing for Mr. Curtis, have done well in the Middle Durris 
Water. Six fish recorded for one day is their best catch. Mr. Muirhead Aitken 
fishes the Lower Crathes, and Mr. R. Savi Hills the West Durris and Knappach 
Waters. Both have rather worthiess beats for spring fishing—difficult to manage, 
and much boating is required. Still, they have done pretty well—Mr. Hills best 
for the length of his beat. On the Invery Water, prior to its being let, the keepers 
had several good takes for General Oliphant. Immediately after renting this 
reach, Mr, S. Barker did well, getting three, two, and three fish on different days ; 
but the inevitable has now come upon him, as it does upon all minnow fishers after 
a short time, and his records have fallen off wofully of late. Mr, And. Craven has 
had very little sport on the Banchory Lodge and Riverston Waters. The pool was 
spoiled a few years ago by the introduction ofa large jetty into the water on the 
nether side of the bridge. Mr. Aug. Grimble spun away with the minnow, and 
got a number of fish on Crathes and Kineskie during February. Between himself 
and Bremner, his fisherman, who also puddled a deal with the minnow, nearly fifty 
fish were secured. The Roe’s Pot and the Floating Bank stood them in good stead. 
Mr. Gaskell, on the same beat, is doing poorly at present; in fact, has not done 
well at all. Colonel Hills is a fortunate angler, and, considering the quality of his 
beat, Chower Blackhall), he has been fortunate beyond what even the most sanguine 
could have predicted. Six fish to his own rod one day was a remarkable take. It has 
always been held by fishermen that, ina fairly low water, the Fawn, if fished by wading 
in, would show better sport from the Blackhall than the Inchmarlo side. 
Barbour and his friends have got capital sport on Inchmarlo and Sluie—a running 
average of two fish per day. Mr. J. T. Hay on Blackhall has about 130 fish up to 
date. He has kept exclusively to the fly—a fact deserving of commendation. His 
reachisasplendid one, and so is Cairnton, fished by Mr. T. Turner-Farley, upon which, 
on separate days, eleven, nine, and nine fish were landed, chiefly by Mr. Farley 
himself, Woodend is now producing creditable sport for Mr. Farnell-Watson, four, 
three, and two fish a day at times; but the average is much below that. The Com- 
monty has done splendidly this year. One day Dr. Farquharson’s keeper had seyen 
fish, besides good results other days. Last week Mr. Nicol’s keeper was also in good 
luck on the same reach, On Sir Wm. Fielding’s waters—Borrowstone and Ballogie 
—good sport has been had by the keepers. Sir William and his friends have now 
arrived and commenced angling. Admiral Farquhar, Mr. Charles Farquhar, and 
Mr. Albert Farquhar have secured a good few fish on the Carlogie beat ; while, on 
the Norton, Mr. Wm. Lamond has been fairly fortunate. The Desswood pools have 
given one or two fish. Better sport than has yet been experienced this season may 
soon be expected about Aboyne, Glen Tana, and Ballater, as within the past few 
days the fish have been moving up the river pretty freely and numerously. Tho 
capture of several nets was effected by the bailiffs the other week. Poachers, we 
are told, are now driving out from Aberdeen in cabs, and netting the pools pretty 
far up the river even. The “cabbies” are said to be well recompensed. Dogs 
patrol the ground to see that the “coast is clear,’ and should the river watchers 
turn up during the netting operation, the poachers, timeously warned by their 
faithful allies, invariably escape “scotfree.” Anglers need not be hopeful for 
much good sport till fresher weather fairly sets in. On Monday afternoon and 
evening a good run of fish came up from the sea; but at the Fords netting station 
they were all intercepted. 3 
YS 





A HUNDRED-AND-EIGHTY-POUNDER, 


One morning, when spring was in her teens— 
A morn to a poet’s wishing, 

All tinted in delicate pinks and greens, 
Miss Bessie and I went fishing— 


lin my rough and easy clothes, 
With my face at the sunshine’s mercy ; 
She with her hat tipped down to her nose, 
And her nose tipped—vice versa, 


I with my rod, my reel and my hooks, 
And a hamper for luncheon recesses ; 

She with the bait of her comely looks, 
And the seine of her golden tresses, 


So we sat down on the sunny dike, 
Where the white pond-lilies teeter, 
And I went fishing like quaint ole Ike, 

And she like Simon Peter. 


All the noon I lay in the light of her eyes, 
And dreamily watched and waited ; 

But the fish were cunning, and would not rise, 
And the baiter alone was baited. 


And when the time for departure came, 

The bag was as flat as a flounder, + 
And Bessie had nearly hooked her game— 

A hundred-and-eighty-pounder. —Firemen’s Magazine, 





Voracious PIKE.—In the west of Ireland there is a deep, dull stream called the 
River of Minola, which connects several extensive lakes with each other. One 
morning a few years since a boy brought a present from the country. On uncovering 
the basket, a fine pike of some 12lb. weight was exhibited. Its appearance was 
remarkable, for, from the ventral fin both sides of the fish were lacerated as if they 
had been torn by a tow-carder. On remarking it to the boy, he told me how the 
injury had been occasioned. On the preceding evening he had set a night line ina 
deep pool of the Minola, and on visiting it in the morning, discovering that he had 
made a prize, he proceeded to secure the capture. While dragging the fish through 
the thick reeds, which for several yards fringe the banks of the river, another pike, 
immensely larger than the hooked one, dashed after and seized its companion ; and 
so determinedly did he retain his hold that the head and shoulders of his intended 
victim were on the bank before he could be persuaded to relax it. The boy described 
the second pike as a perfect monster ; and, to judge by the imprint of his teeth, I 
should set him down at least at 401b.—(‘‘ Sports and Adventures in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland.”) ; 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. <A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) L 


Mr. T. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


L. C. W.—We will refer to the matter. 


SUBSCRIBER.—We have only to say that the Act does not apply. Rod and line 
fishing is not stopped in private waters, or in Norfolk and Suffolk. 


W. H. MacauLay.—The fact that the parr rose to your fly, although so badly 
wounded, would be more wonderful if the fish was not such a lanky half-starved 
specimen. 

R, EAstwoop.— We cannot say when we shall have room for your article. 


W. P. SHeRweN.—Thanks for the addresses. Yes, it is very late to find trout with 
eggs in them. 

W. S., Ripon.—Do you refer to a split-cane or a whole-cane rod? You say “ built 
cane,’:and refer to the knots, so we are uncertain which you mean. 


“TR. P.,” Nottingham.—You must not fish on the 15th of March or the 15th of June 
for coarse fish ; those dates are both included in the fence time. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. } 


THE THAMES BILL. z 


S1r,—Havying a very intimate acquaintance with most matters connected with our 
beautiful river, I shall be glad if you will allow me space for some critical remarks 
on the Bill. which is humorously entitled, “A Bill for the Preservation of the 
Thames as a Place of Public Recreation,” etc. I have seen various articles in the 
daily papers in its favour, and I feel confident that the writers of these articles were 
Rates by the plausible and misleading title, and only hastily glanced at the 
clauses. 

The “recreations” of the river are, roughly, four: 1. Navigation for pleasure ; 
2. Angling from banks or boats ; 3. Strolling along the banks and bathing ; and 4, 
Shooting, which last-named amusement I do not by any means think desirable on a 
public navigable highway, for so the preamble to the Bill declares the river to have 
been from time immemorial, Ihave italicised these words ; they should be written 
in letters of gold. 

Now, as to No. 1— Navigation for Pleasure. After the declaration in the preamble 
it seems hardly necessary to enact (clause 1) that it shallbe lawful to pass in boats 
wherever Thames water flows. Clause 2 excepts certain artificial channels: this 
would lead to endless disputes and litigation, as in many cases it would be difficult 
to say whether channels were originally artificial or not. Either a chart of the 
river should be appended to the Bill, showing distinctly the private portions, 
or such portions should be scheduled. Public landing places are required 
on a public navigable highway ; but none are provided for by the 
Bill. As to obstructions to the navigation, clause 5 provides that the 
Conseryators may call upon riparian owners to remove obstructions (any person 
should have this power), except such as have existed asofright for 20 years. This 
will include a great many. Nowa maxim of the common law of England is “ oncea 
highway always a highway,” and no length of time will legalise an obstruction. 
Persons who attempt legislation ought to know atany rate the elementary principles 
of Jaw. A Bill which is supposed to preserve the Thames for the public, surely 
ought not to legalise obstruction to the navigation. The law on this point is quite 
clear. In the case of the Attorney-General vy. Johnson (2 Wills, 87), it was laid 
down by the Lord Chancellor that it was not competent to the Crown or to a subject 
to use the river for any purpose amounting to a nuisance (an obstruction toa high- 
way is; legally, a nuisance) ; and as the right was not in the Crown, the Crown 
could not grant such aright to anyone. As prescription implies a grant, no one can 
obtain a right to maintain an obstruction in the Thames by 20 years’ user. By clause 
6 the Conservators are given powers to make it an offence for persons in a boat to 
“ loiter or delay ” within 200 yards and in sight of the windows of a riparian resi- 
dence. That is, 200 yards each way, or nearly a quarter of a mile of river for every 
riparian residence, over which the unfortunate pleasure seeker must not drift with 
the stream or reston hisoar. Should this clause become law, I venture to say that 
about Kingston and other places where riparian houses abound, recreation will 
become impossible. Unfortunately, there are riparians who would abuse the great 
powers given by this clause, which is somewhat curiously put under a section 
entitled Riparian Rights. Another clause gives the Conservators powers to curtail the 
common-law right of mooring in anavigable highway. Though the size and speed 
of vessels requires limiting as much on a navigable highway as the size and speed of 
vehicles on a road, the subject isnot touched onin the Bill. 

2. Angling.—lIt was almost entirely owing to disputes about angling rights that 
the agitation commenced which led to the Select Committee being appointed, yet 
angling is not even mentioned. By the “loiter and delay” clause the riparians 
would (if the Bill passed) have the power of stopping angling from boats and punts 
on most parts of the river. A person must loiter to angle, and the riparian would 
summon him for the loitering without raising the question of angling rights at all. 
As riparians or their friends would adjudicate, convictions would follow as a matter 
of course. Doubtless, the Conservators would also make some stringent regulations 
as to the mooring of punts. 

3. Strolling along the Banks and Bathing.—The Select Committee reported that 
all towing paths should be made public footpaths; and public landing places, 
bathing places, and camping-out places should be constituted. The Bill gives effect 
to none of these recommendations. It does not even give the Corporation of London 
compulsory powers to buy up angling and towpath rights, which it might well do ; 
and it does not even enact that in future no person shall enclose, build on, or other- 
wise obstruct the free use of the towpath for navigation purposes. That such a 
clause is wanted is exemplified in the Henley case, where the Thames Conservancy (!) 
have sanctioned an enclosure of the towpath near the bridge, to increase the river- 
frontage of a private residence ! 

4, Shooting—Should be utterly abolished on a highway, whether road or river, or 
within 80 yards of such road or river. On the Thames the wild fowl should be 
strictly preserved, and neither the public nor anyone else should be allowed to shoot. 
But the Bill expressly provides that riparians shall retain their rights of fowling on 
the river. 

_The Bill has some good points. It extends the powers of the riparian borough 
and county police and other authorities over the river, banks, and precincts, and 
gives the Conservancy powers to make efficient by-laws to deal with ruffianism and 
indecent behaviour. But what public rights on the Thames does the Bill preserve? 
Absolutely none. I am glad to say that the attention of members of both Houses 
has been drawn to the Bill, and there is little chance of its passing this session. It 
is to be hoped that this or some future Government will carry a measure dealing 
comprehensively and in a liberal spirit with the subject, and really make the Thames 
a place of recreation for the inhabitants of London. I venture to say that any 
Government which passed such a measure would earn the gratitude of thousands. 

Before this is in print, a No, 2 Thames Bill will probably have been introduced, 
and perhapsrejected. As itis stated that this No. 2 Bill will only differ from No. 1 
in being more stringent as regards “loitering, delay,” and shooting, the foregoing 
remarks will,no doubt, apply to it very well.—I am, Xc., C. H. Cook, 

8, Middle Temple-lane, H.C. 


-Srr,—As much anxiety is being expressed as to the powers sought to be given by 
this Bill to the Conservators of the river, I will feel much obliged if you will per- 
mit me to make it generally known through the FISHING GAZETTE, that there need 





be no fear of this Bill being rushed through the House of Commons, with the (to us) 
objectionable clauses unchallenged. It should be understood that the first Bill was 
withdrawn to amend the two clauses which we think so objectionable, and provided 
Clause 6 is so altered as to exempt punts and boats while being used for fishing, and 
Clause 7 is made to prohibit the use of fire-arms absolutely, with no exception in 
favour of individuals, as is the case on all highways, our objections and opposition 
to the Bill will be withdrawn. 

At the request of The Anglers’ Association, I have been in communication with Mr. 
Storey Maskelyne, M.P., who has promised me a first copy of the amended Bill, and 
should our interests continue to be threatened in this as in the first, I shall feel it 
my duty to ask one or more of our Metropolitan Members to block it, and if 
necessary to oppose it at every stage. 

I have no doubt but that the promoters of this Bill intend to further the interests 
of the general public; but the fact remains, be their intentions what they may, that 
riparian claims to special consideraton are more fully studied than in any pre- 
vious measure eyer introduced to either of the Houses of Parliament.—I am, &c., 

PHILIP GEEN, 





NORTH COUNTRY TROUT FLIES. 

Sr1r,—Since the publication of my article upon the above subject in last week’s 
issue of the FISHING GAZETTE, I have received a large number of letters from all parts 
of England, alsotwo from Ireland and one from Scotland, expressing great interest 
in the same; the writers of all these have, I am glad to say, complied with my re- 
quest to enclose stamped addressed envelopes, and I have in each case replied to them 
through the post; but I wish to make it known to your readers that I cannot under- 
take to supply samples of either the flies themselves or the materials used in their 
manufacture—to do so would involve an expenditure of time that I am not prepared 
to give. 

T have. however, made the following arrangement with Mr. W. J. Cummins, of 
Bishop Auckland, for the convenience of those anglers who do not tie their own flies. 
I have written out for his directions a detailed list of the patterns for March, and 
have obtained for him a set of the flies for approval; these he will dress accurately 
in every particular for anyone who may apply to him, in quantities of not less than 
half-a-dozen of each pattern, and I shall send a similar list for each monthly article 
that appears in the FisHinG GAZETTE. Mr. C. wishes me to state that in the case 
of flies into the composition of which veal dotterel or other scarce feathers may be 
required, he will be compelled to make a small extra charge. : 

One of my correspondents from Ireland states that last season he dressed some flies 
from patterns which I gave in an article contributed to this Journal, and he found 
that they killed a greater proportion of fish than the local flies ; this statement con- 
firms my assertion that North Country flies, if properly dressed, will kill upon any 
stream. 

Several correspondents ask the following questions, from which fact I assume that 
I have not been sufficiently explicit in my directions. I therefore take the present 
opportunity of supplying the information for the benefit of other anglers who may 
be in doubt. 

1. “Is the hackle recommended for the Red Fly to be dyed, or the nearest colour 
that can be obtained natural?” 

The latter named is the one that I intend to be used. ; 

2. “Is the hackle for the legs of the Olive Bloa to he a pure white hackle stained 
in onion dye, or otherwise?” , ; 

The hackle that answers the purpose best is a blue grizzled one: this, when stained, 
assumes that olivy-yellow tinge so difficult to obtain in any other way. 

I should esteem it a favour if any angler, who may give the flies that I name a 
fair trial, will report the results obtained, as Iam anxious to ascertain if they kill 
as well upon other trout streams as I have found from experience they do upon the 
rivers in this district.—I am, &c., FrANcIS M, WALBRAN. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM.—SALMON &c. 

S1r,—The fine weather for the last few days brought the anglers out in strong 
force to try their hand once more before the season closed; but, with few exceptions 
sport has been very indifferent. A few fish were taken in the upper reaches of the 
river in the Shardlow district. On Thursday, out of a dozen fishermen, not one got 
a fish worth recording. On Saturday about 15 visited the Weston water with the 
result of 6 small perch and one small jack amongst them, all of them complaining 
bitterly of the Burton slime coming down the river—one angler comparing it to 
fishing in a swill tub. I wonder how long this nuisance is to last; the much-talked 
of sewer isa long while being completed. Down the river the sport was a little 
better. At Colwick, on Saturday, a few perch and bream were caught, the latter 
running 3lb-“each. A similar lot were obtained in the Burton Joyce water. Some 
perch were got at Clifton on the same day with minnow. The season that has just 
closed has been a very bad one for coarse fishing: let us hope for a more successful 
one in the next. \ ’ 

Salmon fishing has now fairly commenced. On Wednesday at Kings Mills young 
Mr. Horsley, of Newton, opened the balls as he generally does, with one 249lb. in 
splendid condition. On Thursday, in the same swim, Mr. Waterall, of Nottingham, 
caught another 101b., another angler hooking one which broke away. Both of the 
fish were caught with worm. The water is in first-rate condition, and salmon 
anglers cannot do better than take every advantage of it before there is a change.— 
Tam, &c., A.W. 

March 16th. 





AN UNSEASONABLE THAMES TROUT. 

Srr,—In your last issue of the FISHING GAZETTE, I gather from your report that 
Messrs. Malenoir and Co., of Lower Thames-street, by offering an apology, escaped 
proceedings for selling an unseasonable Thames trout taken in the Lower Thames 
about a month since—presumably in February. Can you inform me if the old by- 
law, referred to in the annexed extract from the Field of the 16th September, 1876, 
which made it legal to take trout in the Lower Thames as early as 26th January, 
has been rescinded ? } : 

“There is much reason to regret that the opening of the trout season In the Lower 
Thames under the old by-laws still continues to be fixed for the 26th January, and 
will do so until the present defective rules are revised by the supreme body in 
Trinity-square. It would not matter so much amongst the usual Thames trout 
anglers, as their sportsmanlike feeling would give no indulgence to the thought of 
retaining a fish before the 1st April ; it is more amongst the general class of anglers, 
whilst jack fishing the last few days in January, and during the month of February 
especially, in their insisting upon the retention of an ill-conditioned trout, the 
present rule which governs the trout anglers of the Lower Thames is not to go out 
before the 1st April.’—I am, &c., _. GIANT. 

[We should say Mr, Brougham wrote the Field note ; perhaps he will answer the 
question.—ED. | 





TROUT FISHING NEAR EXETER. 
Srr,—Will yourself, or one of your correspondents, kindly tell me where I can 


obtain information as to trout fishing in the neighbourhood of Exeter ?—I core nen 





¢ THE FENCE MONTHS. i‘: 

Srr,—It is well known that roach in the Trent are in the very best condition on 

the 15th March, and might be fished for right into April. 
In my opinion a great deal depends upon the weather. 

spawn three weeks earlier at least. f 

The most absurd thing I think is allowing Jack to be caught after the end of 

February ; this, at all events, should be stopped,—I am, &c., 


In a mild season fish will 


MARK ANTONY. 
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ON SPLIT-CANE RODS. 


Srr,—Your correspoudent, “Black Gnat,” wishes for some information on the 
merits of split-cane rods as compared with hard-wood rods. I have lately taken to 
using a split-cane rod instead of the greenheart rods which I had always used for 
trout fishing, and it may be of use to “ Black Gnat” if I state the reasons which have 
led me to do so. 

I find that with a fairly stiff split-cane rod I can throw a longer and lighter line 
than with a greenheart rod. 

Secondly, a split-cane rod gives much greater power over a 
great advantage in weedy rivers. 

Thirdly, though my split-cane rod has had a great amount of hard work from 
throwing a long line, playing big trout, and being used to throw a dry fly against 
the wind, it still remains as straight as when it was new, which my greenheart rods 
never did after a quarter the amount of work. 

The rod in question was made by Messrs, Hardy Bros., of Alnwick, Northumber- 
land ; it is 10ft. 6in. in length, and has not a steel centre (though Messrs. Hardy do 
make rods with steel centres), and its price was, I-think, three guineas. I have no 
hesitation in saying that this rod has materially added to the pleasure of trout 
fishing since I have used it, and though it has already lasted me longer than any 
greenheart has ever done without repairs, it shows no signs of giving in any 

art. 
J If “Black Gnat” will try a split-cane rod I think he will find that he will use it 
with more pleasure, and use it longer, than any other description of rod of which I, 
at any rate, have had any experience. 

I have heard some persons complain of split-cane rods coming unglued after hard 
work and rain; but this has certainly not happened, and doesn’t seem likely to 
happen now, with my own. I have, however, had no experience of any makers of 
these rods other than Messrs. Hardy, and, unless the rod which I have already had 
made by Messrs. Hardy is an exception to the rest of their rods, Ido not see that I 
am likely to do so. 

I may add that most of ‘my fishing is done on chalk streams where the trout are 
large and fine tackle is necessary.—Lam, &c., E. GREY. 

{Testimony such as this from such experienced fly-fishers as Sir Edward Grey and 
other correspondents. will lead many anglers, including ourselves, to reconsider 
the Te matter. Weare not prejudiced, and simply want to get the Dest rod. 
—ED. 


Srr,—‘ Black Gnat’s” inquiry comes at a very good time, as so many anglers will 
no doubt be purchasing their rods for the present season ; andas I have a good 
deal of experience in cane-built rods, I trust you will allow mea little space for the 
benefit of my brothers of the angle. 

A Leonard rod, 11ft., is very good. I often use it now, and like it. The rods I 
had from Hardy Bros., 10ft. Gin. and 14ft., steel centre, with three tops, I am more 
than satisfied with, and consider them much superior to all others, and much cheaper. 
The 10ft. 6in. is the best little rod I ever handled, and is less than half the price of 
the Leonard rod. The 14ft., although I have not yet had much opportunity for 
using it, I consider the most powerful rod of its length I ever handled. In 
conclusion, I should certainly advise anyone anxious to have a first-class cane rod 
to get it from Hardy Bros.—Lam, &c., Jv. Tk 

Glenoak, Exeter. 


heavy fish, which is a 








Srr,—As I have recently got a cane-built rod which pleases me very greatly, per- 
haps I may be allowed to reply to some of “ Black Gnat’s’’ questions in your last 
number, Four or five years ago I wrote to the Wield, asking the advice of ex- 
perienced anglers in the matter of a light rod for dry-fly fishing. I have the misfor- 
tune to have a damaged right wrist, owing to an accident more than twenty years 
ago ; my right arm willalways be weak, and to fish all day long with an 11ft. green- 
heart rod is very tiring work, especially with the dry-fly. Perhaps to anyone who 


can use a hard wood rod without great discomfort, a cane rod may be rather a need- ~ 


less luxury ; but my advisers in the Field all said I should not get what I wanted— 
namely, a light stiff rod capable of hard work, unless I went in fora built-cane, So, 
after some years of aching muscles with a greenhe art rod, which I like very much, 
and which does its work well, I came to the concl usion at the end of last season 
that I would get a cane before the commencement of this. I have seen and handled 
a great many of these rods on the Test, Itchen, Kennet, and other streams, 
where they are very much in yogue, I certainly prefer the English 
to the American; and some I have seen and used on _ the 
Test of London make were excellent in every respect, except price. The rods to 
which I refer were from £7 to £8 each, single-handed, and about 11ft. in length. It 
is the price that has so long deterred me from following the advice offered me in the 
Field, and T should probably have gone on toiling with the old greenheart if Messrs. 
Hardy, of Alnwick, had not come to the rescue. They haye now built me a rod 
which, as far as I can judge without actual trial by riverside, comes up to my re- 
quirements in every respect. It is superbly finished and the workmanship excellent 
in every way. It is very stiff (one of the things I specially asked for), well balanced 
and light, and yet it feels av ifit had strength enough to fish against a gale of wind. 
I need not enter into minor details, because most anglers have ideas of their own ; 
but I may say that Messrs. Hardy carried out niy instructions to the letter, and if it 
does not satisfy me when I come to use it, it will be because I did not exactly know 
what Iwanted. My instructions may haye been faulty or incomplete, but I have 
got everything I asked for, and I don’t think I shall be disappointed. I paid £4 10s, 
for it, and in no single detail do I think itis inferior to those which I have 
seen. and handled, and which I was informed I could not get for 
less than £7. Of the steel-centred rods I know nothing, except 
by hearsay ; my object being to get a light rod with which I could fish pleasantly 
through a long day, and yet have some chance of successfully tackling a heavy fish 
occasionally. I was obliged to think of other things chiefly, and I hope to have hit 
the happy mean ina 10ft. 6in. rod weighing a trifle over 100z. Of course, if “ Black 
Gnat” likesa more pliant rod of only 10ft. he éan probably get one not weighing 
more than 80z. A good built-cane rod is capable of any amount of hard work. One 
in particular that I know of has killed scores and scores of heavy fish on the Test, and 
itisas good as new now.—Lam, &c., H; 8. Haw: 





Srtr,—In reply to “ Black Gnat’s ’’ letter of March 7th in the “F, G.,” for many 
years I used fly-rods made of hickory, greenheart, and other woods, of which some 
were near perfection and a pleasure to fish with ; but two years ago I had a split-cane, 
with steel centre, built for me, which proved so excellent in all respects that I have 
seldom used the others since, Hardy Bros. were/the makers. It measures 11ft., 
weighs 9}0z., and for power in killing heavy fish, covering wide water or delicate 
casting with “dry fly,” isa marvel. I have killed'trout and grayling with it up to 
331b. each, without, in the least, warping or twisting the rod, which remains as 
straight and perfect as when the makers sent it me, 

On the broad shallows of the Itchen, Test, Avon, &c., I have found no difficulty 
with it in casting well under the opposite banks, which usually required a 123ft. 
wood rod to accomplish. These cane-built rods are not expensive—about half the 
price of, and quite equal in finish to those of, American make.—I am, Xc., 

= ALFRED G. JARDINE, 





LARGE BLEAK: 

S1r,—In the summer of 1878, while roach fishing in the river Mole at Cobham, I 
landed two large bleak, which weighed when I arrived atthe club late in the evening, 
60z., the largest fish 3}0z., and it measured 9in, from the eye to the tip of the tail ; 
the other 2%0z. in weight, length not measured, I neglected to have them set up 
which I very much regret.—I am, &c., F, CASTELu ; 

City of London Angling Society. ; 


PRESERVATION OF THE LEA. 


Srr,—In reply to Mr. H. Howse, 7¢ Stocking and Preserving, River Lea, his idea 
is a good one, and if it meets with the support which it deserves, we may soon hope 
for an improvement in the present “ fished out” state of the Lea. Our fathers and 
grandfathers tell us of grand takes in their days. But where are the fish now? 
Gone ! and the cause is apparent to all. The war of extermination is going on. 
The ever-increasing army of anglers, the persistency of netsmen, and other illegal 
fishers, and the pollution from factories.are all tending to depopulate our rivers. 

Speaking to a friend the other day who had been fishing at Tottenham, he told me 
he might just as well fish in his water-butt as the Lea. That is a nice thing to say 
of our pet river, and I am sure that if Izaak Walton could revisit the scenes of his 
earthly exploits, he would find a sad change. f 

But the remedy is before you. Mr. H. Howse has come to the front, and is venti- 
lating the subject, and if there were more men like him, the present state of things 
would not last long. 

He suggests the purchase of ova and fry, the establishment of Lund hatching- 
boxes, night bailiffs, and protection of spawning beds, and the co-operation of angling 
societies for the purpose of starting a fund to defray expenses. I for one will gladly 
give my mite, and I have no doubt hundreds will respond when the matter is fully 
laid before them. It should form a subject for discussion in every club-room, as it 
is the beginning of a great work, and, although not so sanguine as Mr. H., I believe 
our river Lea will turn out a most prolific river, and decidedly better than a water- 
butt. 

Thanking you for inserting my last letter, and apologising for trespassing so much 
upon your valuable space,—I am, &c., W. J. GREGG, 

Edmonton and Tottenham Angling Society. 

[ We do not think that much will be done until Mr, Wheeldon’s suggestion that 
all rods should be taxed (say 1s. per year), and the proceeds devoted to putting more 
fish in, preserving them, &c. No true angler, however poor, but could spare Is. a 
year for this purpose.—ED. | 


ANGLING STATIONS ON THE DOVE. 


Srr,—Last week you published an account of the angling stations on the Dove, 
taken from the Staffordshire Advertiser, which is very inaccurate indeed as regards 
one part of that lovely river. I feel sure that you will be glad to give your readers 
more reliable information, and therefore, with your permission, will correct the 
report so far as it deals with the reaches near Ashbourne. 

Leaving Dovedale, the river flows past the land owned by Mr. Hanbury, of Tam 
Hall, and Mr, Okeover, of Okeover Park, the latter gentleman’s water being fished 
by the Okeover Club, Next to thiscomes the length preserved by the Birdsgrove 
Club, of which I am a member, and Mr. George L. Sellers, of Ashbourn, is secretary. 
This extends from Okeover Park past Birdsgrove, Hanging Bridge, Clifton and May- 
field to Snelston, Mr. Harrison, of Snelston Hall, preserving the Derbyshire bank 
and a few fields on the Staffordshire side, which he keeps in his own hands. 

Immediately below the Birdsgrove the Norbury Club water commences, reaching 
nearly to Rocester. After this the report—excepting in what it says about the 
Rocester Club—may be correct. 

I hear that the Norbury and Okeover Club lists are full; but there are one or two 
vacancies in the Birdsgrove, the subscription to which is £3 3s, ; the number of 
members is limited to twenty, most of whom reside at a distance, and their rights 
extend oyer about three miles of capital water, which was thoroughly piled about 
two years ago, with the result of considerably increasing the stock of trout and 
grayling. There is, too, what is of great importance to weary anglers—a very come 
fortable inn close to the water, about the middle of the length—an honest alehouse, 
where one will find a cleanly room, lavender in the windows, and twenty rods stuck 
about the wall, and if, Sir, when you are next at the Izaak Walton, or in the neigh- 
bourhood, you will allow me to have the pleasure—I shall be delighted—to introduce 
you to our water, and will venture to predict that when at the end of the day you 
haye half-a-dozen brace of its trout or grayling, or both, in your creel, and one of 
Mrs. Booth’s good beefsteaks under your waistcoat, you will be profoundly in- 
different as to which party holds the reins of Government so that you yourself have 
stomach and meat and content and leisure to go a-fishing, That you may long enjoy 
these blessings is the hearty wish of JOHN T, HARRIS, 

Hanley, Staff., 18th March, 1885. . 

{Many thanks,—ED. ] 





THE TESTIMONIAL TO MR, HOOLE. 


Srr,—I herewith send you, with the hope that you will kindly find space for it, 
a list of subscriptions to the ‘‘ Hoole Testimonial,” together with a letter from him, 
which he desires should appear with it. Ta? 

During the past week I have been favoured with five guineas each from Messrs, 
E. J. Walker (the Piscatorials) and J. C. Geen, This makes the total amount 
subscribed £91 1s, 6d.—I am, Xc., PHILIP GREEN. , 


WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND PROVINCIAL ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
' TESTIMONIAL TO Mr. T. HOO, : 


T. Spreckley, Esq., chairman of committee, £5 5s. ; P. Geen, Esq., treasurer, £5 5s. ; 
James Hughes, Esq., £5 5s.; R. B. Marston, Esq., treasurer, £2 2s. ; J. Snelgrove, 
Esq., £2 2s. ; Sir Henry Peek, Bart., M.P., £1 1s.; Sir Trevor Laurence, Bart., M-P., 
£1 1s.; M. H. Blamey, Esq., £1 1s.; W. H. Brougham, Esq., £1 1s. ; W. A. Crump 
Esq., £1 1s. ; F. H. Leman, Esq., £1 1s. ; A. J. Little, Hsq., £1 1s. ; Thos. Plews, Esq., 
£1 1s. ; T. R. Sachs, Esq., £1 1s.; J. P. Wheeldon, Esq., £1 1s. ; R. Chant, Esq: £1; ~ 
John Noble, Esq., £1; W. Gee, Esq., 11s; W. Beckett, Esq., £10 6d. ; Leo Bonvoisin, 
Esq., 10s, 6d,.; J. Collins, Esq., 10s. 6d. ; W. Field, Hsq., 10s. 6d. ; A. Nuthall, Esq., 10s.” 
6d. ; J. Pattisson, Esq., 10s. 6d. ; Messrs. Cording and Co., 10s, ; Richard Bingley, Esq. — 
5s.; J. Jennings, Esq., 5s.; A. J. Marriott, Esq., 5s. Angling Societies.—Junior 
Piscatorials, £4 15s. ; Westbourne Park, £4; Cambridge Friendly, £2 10s. 6d. ; Hammer- 
smith United, £2 2s.; Waltonians, £2 2s.; Peckham Brothers, £1 12s. 6d.; Acton 
Piscatorial, £1 1s.; Caxtonian, £1 1s.; Golden Barbel, £1 1s.; Good Intent, £1 1s.; ~ 
Grange £1 1s.; North-Western, £1 1s.; Portsmouth Waltonians, £1 1s. ; Richmond 
Angling, £1 1s.; Silver Trout, £1 1s.; Surrey Piscatorial, £1 1s,; Walworth 
Waltonians, £1 1s. ; Knights of Knightsbridge, £1 St. ; John’s, 18s. 6d. ; South London, 
16s.; Globe 12s. 6d.; United Brothers, 12s. ; Battersea Friendly, 10s. 6d. ; Beresford, 
10s. 6d.; Clapham Junction, 10s. 6d.; Cobden, 10s. 6d.; Duke of Norfolk, 10s. 6d. ; 
Independent Jovial, 10s. 6d. ; London and South-Western Railway Angling, 10s. 6d>; 
Penge Angling, 10s. 6d.; Prince of Wales, 10s, 6d,; Savoy Brothers, 10s. 6d.; Kenning» 
ton, 10s. ; Royal George, 10s.; Social Brothers, 10s. ; St. John’s Wood, 10s. ; City of 
London, 7s. 6d. ; Excelsior, 7s. 6d. ; Queen’s, 7s. 6d. South-Eastern, 7s. 6d. ; South 
Belgravia, 7s. ; Anglers’ Pride, 6s, 6d. ; Rodney, 6s. 6d. ; Bloomsbury Brothers, 5s.; _ 


Hammersmith Working Man’s Club, 5s., Bostonian, 4s., Metropolitan, 2s. 6d. Total, 


£80 11s. 6d.—Less paid for printing and postage—£3 17s. 6d.—Nett total, £76 14s. 
(Signed) RoperT BRIGHT MARSTON, PHILIP GEEN, treasurers ; LEO BONVOISON, 
Hon. Sec. Audited and found correct—FrRANcIS T, T. Moorz, Chartered 
Accountant, 98, Cannon-street, H.C. ree b 
DEAR Mr. GEEN,—I am in receipt of the officially audited statement of 
accounts of the testimonial from the anglers of London to myself. Permit me, 
through you, to convey my sincere thanks to all those who have so kindly con- 
tributed to this fund in recognition of services which I, with much pleasure to 
myself, rendered them. I feel deeply indebted to Mr. Spreckley (Chairman), Mr. 
Marston and yourself (Treasurers), Mr. Bonvoisin (Secretary), and the committee, for 
the great interest and trouble you and they haye taken in the matter.—With best 
wishes, yours faithfully, T, HOOLE. | 
Wraysbury, March 11th. ae 
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MULLET FISHING. 


Srr,—The letter in your paper of the 7th inst. under the above heading has been 
read by me with great interest, and I should feel extremely obliged to the writer, G. 
Ferguson, if he would supply me with @ little more information on the above, Le., 
the best places to fish for mullet from the Plymouth Breakwater, as also what time 
of the year he considers the best to fish for them ; also what depth from sinker to float, 
weight of sinker or lead, and what sort of collar he used—flying or Paternoster. 

Lama native of Plymouth, and have been from boyhood a great lover of salt- 
water fishing, and up to a few years ago I spent all my leisure time with my rod 
and lines ; but I never heard or saw anyone fish for mullet_ with paste as described 
by your correspondent, and as two or three times yearly I visit Plymouth for the 
purpose of fishing, I am exceedingly anxious to try my hand with them, and as I am 
considered a pretty fair (paste) roach angler, I think I ought to be able to manage a 
few mullet if they will have a try at my paste. 

Many dozens of mullet have I killed in days gone by at the gates of the docks at 
Milbay, and at the pierhead, and also several fine fellows I have taken whilst 
pollock-fishing with a flying collar at Rusty Anchor, which is under West Hoe- 
terrace, at Plymouth, and I have also taken them red as well as grey at New Quay, 
Catdown ; but with few exceptions I always took them with a Paternoster line, or 
what is locally known as a smelt snewd, being used for catching smelt as well as 
mullet, and the bait used, a mud worm (“ ragworm,” I think it is called). 

Last August I had seventeen days fishing at Plymouth, several of which I passed 
in the vicinity of the Breakwater, and I had very gocd catches of pollock, pouting, 
and chad, the latter fish being very plentiful, and I took, one afternoon, nearly 250 of 
them ; but I never managed to take a mullet, neither did I see one taken, although I 
saw plenty of bass. I again visited Plymouth in September, toward the latter end, 
and had very good sport with the mackerel by whipping or trailing lines from a 
boat, and sailing up and down outside the Breakwater, as also fishing at anchor 
inside the Breakwater, the first thing iin the morning, using for bait a kind of cuttle- 
fishand pilchard. The cuttlefish is called by the hookers and fishermen “ squid,” 
and when the mackerel are on for biting, they give you fine sport. although I don’t 
care much about using handlines from a boat, but prefer the rod. However, I did 
not come across a mullet this time either ; but it is evident I must have been fishing 
with the wrong bait. i ; 

I quite agree with your correspondent about the noise of the guns, and certainly 
think they have an effect on the fish, I was fishing beside the Fort, just inside of 
the Breakwater, and was taking fish very nicely, when the volunteers began firing 
the guns at Bovisand Fort, and I did nothing after; and to corroborate this 
statement, an old gentleman who has charge of the fort near where I was fishing, 
came and informed me that such would be the case. : 4 me 

And now, Mr. Editor,with your kind permission, I will give you a little description 
of the fishing to be had at Plymouth, and hope it may interest some of your readers. 

July, August, and September are about the best months for what I call all-round 
fishing, and plenty of chad, pollock, bass, mackerel, conger, whiting, &c., can 
be caught during this time. The best plan is to engage a waterman for the day, 
and plenty may be had for about 15s. the day, which, you will admit, is not expen- 
sive when two or three are in the party ; and the waterman will pilot any stranger 
to the most likeliest places for fishing—viz., the Cobbler, Chequers, Leekbeds, outside 
Drake’s Island, The Panther, and other places where good sport can always be relied 
on. The watermen, as a rule, are very civil and obliging, and willassist you in 
getting bait, &c. Certainly the best times for fishing are early dawn and sunset. 
Yor whiting, gurnards, and large pollock, fish off Rame Head. — Or, if you want to 
do some shore-fishing, hire a boat, which will take you to Bovisand Pier, which is 
opposite the east end of the Breakwater, and you can then have plenty of sport 
with chad and pollock ; but close to the pier plenty of fish called locally ‘ connors,’ 
but whose proper name, I believe, are wrasse, abound, and plenty of fun can always be 
had with them should pollock, &c., not be running. I will tellyyou what happened to 
me there last August. Iwas fishing Paternoster with three hooks and mudworm, and 
other fish being very slack, I had a go for the connors, I took several little ones in 
no time, and then on striking I found I was into a big one, which ran into the rocks 
before I could lift him away from his haunt. There was nothing for it now, I knew, 
but to wait until his lordship felt disposed to shift, so I laid my rod down on the 
pier and wound the slack of my line in, and haying lit my pipe, waited results. In 
about six or seven minutes (don’t it seem a long time to wait when you know you 
have a fish on 7) I observed the line slacken gradually, and then I was into him, and 
after keeping him a bit up, I managed to play him to the steps inside the pier, where 
I landed him, and found him to be over 5lb, weight. j ; 

I again baited, and my line had hardly got down, when bite! and I was into 
another, who ran me in to the rocks, so I put down my rod and wound up the slack ; 
but, to my surprise, as soon as I got the slack in, I observed the top of my rod knock 
down twice, so I struck, and then I hada rare tussle. Fishing with three hooks I 
had managed to hook a second fish, and he must have dragged the other one out of its 
hole. I hada jolly time in playing them to the steps ; but with the assistance of my 
waterman, managed to land them, and they weighed about 3lb. each, and I think I 
killed over a score of them that afternoon. But towards sunset I 
put off in the boat to a buoy close to the pier, and finished a pleasant 
afternoon by a nice catch of pollock and chad. Good shore-fishing 
can also be obtained at this time of the year amongst the spring pollock 
and bass at Turnchapel, and Bear’s Head, Catdown. I recollect some years ago, long 
before the Oreston steamers ran, one afternoonin April, my father (who still, thanks 
be, makes many a lot of fish come out of the wet), myself, and brother, caught more 
pollock at Turnchapel than what we could carry away ; but I understand such catches 
are not yery often to be had now, though plenty of bass and pollock can be taken there. 
Plenty of smelt can also be obtained at Great Western Docks, and many a dozen I 
have killed whilst fishing under the lamps in Sutton Pool and the Barbican. 

I fear, Mr. Editor, I have trespassed too much on your space ; but if your corre- 
spondent will oblige me with the information I ask for, I shall feel obliged.—I am, 
&e., EDWIN Hicks, 

Manchester. 


See 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held last Wednesday evening 
at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs, EH. Bennett, 
R. G. Blundell, D. Goodger, E. Walker, H. Gray, J. Meyer, J. Pattisson, T. Gillatt, 
G. CG. Blundell, and the hon. secretary. Mr. 0. P. Wheatstone was unanimously 
elected to the chair, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been read 
and confirmed the secretary proceeded to read two letters from Mr. A. J. Little, of 
the Richmond Piscatorial Society, asking this society to co-operate with them in 
taking some measure to amend the objectionable features in Mr. N. Story Maskelyne’s 
bill, A copy of the bill being on the table, the matter was fully discussed, and the 
hon. secretary was instructed to acknowledge Mr. Little’s letter, saying that should 

_the bill be re-introduced into Parliament in its present form, the Piscatorial Society 
would do all in its power to prevent the objectionable Clause 6 becoming law. The 
hon. librarian then announced that he had received the following additions to the 
library :—‘“Salter’s Guide,” presented by Mr. F. G. Turner; “'The Complete Sports- 
man,” presented by Mr. W. B. Adlington; two vols of “The Literature of the 
Fisheries Exhibition” and “The Amateur Angler,” presented by Mr. R. HE. 
Booker. A cordial vote of thanks to these gentlemen was proposed by 
Mr. H. Grey, seconded by Mr. T. Huggett, and carried unanimously, From the 
society’s register it appears that the members had finished up the season in good 
form. Mr.T, Huggett had returned from the upper waters of the Thames, above 
Oxford, with a basket of chub weighing 13lb. 130z. Mr. J. Carter had also been out 
after chub; but, although he did not take any fish as large as the one weighed in the 
week previously, he was credited with 6lb. weight. The chairman, Mr. C. P, Wheat- 
stone finished up the season with two days on private water, The first day resulted in 
5lb. 11}0z, of chub; but on the second he was more successful with the pike, and cap- 
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tured five fish weighing 231b, 150z., the largest being 71b. 840z. Mr. H. H. Winton had 
weighed in a fine salmon from Ringwood of 291b., and later in the evening was 
welcomed with another fish 15lb. 130z., also from the Avon, Mr, H. H. Winton 
explained that the capture of the latter fish was of a most exciting character, and 
he had to take water himself twice. The Chairman here proposed the usual toast of 
“The Continued Prosperity of the Society,” which being duly honoured, the pro- 
ceedings were closed by a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman. It was announced 
during the evening that Mr. W. Jesse would occupy the chair at the society’s 
smoking concert, to be held on Wednesday, the 25th inst.— R. B, 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 
THE RIVER THAMES BILL. 

The weekly meeting of the Richmond Viscatorial Society was held at the Station 
Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday evening, Mr. A. J. Little in the chair, and Mr. 
Dickinson occupying the vice-chair. A letter haying been read from Mr, Francis 
Francis, accepting the position of vice-president, and three new members having 
been elected, the chairman referred to the River Thames Bill. He said that, in 
accordance with the resolution passed at the last meeting, he wrote to Sir J. 
Whittaker Ellis, M.P., one of their vice-presidents, who had replied as follows: “If 
you can make any suggestion as to how the clause to which you refer should be 
altered, I shall be very pleased to give notice of it. No doubt Mr. Maskelyne’s bill 
is altogether an innovation, and in my opinion it should not have been brought in 
asa private bill ; it is, in point of fact, to enlarge the powers of the Conservancy to 
act as police authorities on the Thames, which may, or may not be, a benefit to the 
frequenters of the river.” He (the chairman) had also written to Mr. Storey Mas- 
kelyne, pointing out their objection to Clause 6 in Part 2 of the bill (relating to 
loitering), and he had replied as follows: “Ido not think you need have anxiety 
about the effect of the Thames Bill. The object of the clause about loitering, 
which has been altered in No. 2 Bill, is merely to prevent house boats becoming a 
nuisance, or people bathing or otherwise acting injuriously close to houses, 
or where they would be a nuisance. As soon as I get the second 
reading I shall propose the Bill being referred to a select committee for hearing any 
petitions regarding its clauses. Then will be the time for you to send in a statement 
of what you wish altered if you do wish alterations. We all, I think, wish the 
same result—to make the river a place of real enjoyment alike for those who boat, 
fish, or swim, and for those who live on its banks.” The chairman added that the 
original Bill had been withdrawn, but Mr. Storey-Maskelyne was going to introduce 
a revised Bill, and no doubt the clause to which they objected would be altered so 
as not to interfere with angling rights, The clause as it originally stood would be 
injurious not only to anglers, but to artists and others, who often wanted to moor 
their boats, and why they should be interfered with he did notknow. He thought, 
however, the matter would now be settled satisfactorily. (Hear, hear.) Dr, Sellé, 
Mr. Terrell (the vice-chairman), and other members haying expressed their grati- 
fication at the action taken by the chairman, Mr, Little was requested to write to 
Mr. Storey-Maskelyne and Sir J, Whittaker Ellis thanking them for their letters. 
Arrangements were then made for a smoking concert to take place on April 22nd 
under the direction of Mr. Gaunt, 


STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members fished the society’s waters during the last few days before the 
close season, and some good pike have been bagged ; Messrs. H. Cocker, H. Kite, J. 
Beckerton, and H. Lee being the most successful ; Mr. J. Fenn has also landed a few 
very fine roach. The eighth of the series of smoking concerts in connection with 
the society was held on Tuesday evening, March 10th. Mr. W. P. Jervis (in the 
unavoidable absence of Mr, Councillor Adams) occupied the chair. There was a 
good attendance of members and friends. The concert opened with a cornet solo, by 
Mr. F. Owen, who also sang the “ Bay of Biscay,”.and was well applauded ; Mr. A. 
Wright sang “ Ben Bolt,” and “Love Never Dies,” in first-rate style; Mr. H. 
Stevenson was loudly applauded for his two songs, “I Heard a Voice,” and “ Once 
Again” ; and also for his encore song “Come into the Garden Maud.” The chair- 
man gave a recitation entitled ‘‘ The Martyr Brothers,” ina very artistic style, and 
was deservedly applauded ; he also gave with great effect “The Curfew Shall not 
Ring To-night” ; Mr. Leech sang “ My Pretty Jane,” and “She Wore a Wreath of 
Roses,” in good style ; and Mr. Phillips ‘the man flute,” gave a wonderful perform- 
ance, and was deservedly and loudly applauded.—_ J. Hours, hon. sec, 





* IRISH REPORTS. 


BALLYSHANNON (Co, DoNEGAL).—A very severe frost set in here in the 
beginning of the past week, and continued until the end, accompanied by a strong 
easterly wind ; consequently, salmon angling was very poor, and I have heard of 
only two fish being taken—P. Morricy on the 9th, on the lower waters, landed a 
very nice fish of 141b., and J. K. on the 9th, on the upper waters, got one of 112lb. 
After this the weather became so cold, and the wind so strong, that it was impos- 
sible to fish with any chance of success. On Saturday we hada change for the 
better, the wind went round to the west and it began to rain, which it has continued 
to do at intervals up to the present, so that the prospect of sport for this week is 
much brighter.—GREEN PARSON, 


Moy AND LAKES, BALLINA.—Since last report the angling has been very fair on 
river and lough. The water has fined down and is now at its proper level. Mr. P. 
Atkinson, fishing a few days during the week, killed three springers and landed 
several old fish ; Mr. J. Boyd killed a nice fish of 14lb., and hooked and played a 
great number of old fish. At Pontoon Bridge Mr. B. killed a springer weighing 13lb. 
and seven trout, largest weighing 3}1b. At the same place I had a long and hard 
fight with a springer weighing 171b., hooked foul. It took me an hour and thirty 
minutes to bring him to the net ; three times he took off the reel over 100 yards of 
line with a rush. On the same day I killed three trout weighing 43lb. Capt. 
Johnson still continues to havé fair sport with trout on the Massbrook shore of the 
lake. The frost we had last week has now disappeared, and in its place we have soft 
showers of rain, but not too much to raise or discolour the water.— FRANK HEARNS, 





SuIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL)—During the past week the river has 
continued in splendid condition for angling, and notwithstanding the bright summer 
days and frosty nights, some excellent sport was had, on the upper waters especially. 
Yesterday the weather changed, and we had some cold showers, which changed to 
hail and slight snow to-day (St. Patrick did not prove propitious to us). However, 
this evening the glass is rising again, so it is likely to change back to fine weather 
again. The following are a few of the takes during the week :—Lord Donoughmore’s 


preserves at Knocklofty and Newcastle. were fished but a few days, 
during which Sir Thomas Troubridge got two salmon, 22lb, and 10lhb,? 
Mr. St. Aubyn, two, 17lb, and 12lb.; Lord Sandhurst, one, 10lb.,; 


Mr. Elwees, two, 13lb. and 10lb, We expect six more gentlemen, including His 
Excellency, Harl Spencer, down to fish these preserves to-morrow and following 
days. The following were killed on the Ardfinan, Niddius, Rathogaly, and Kilma- 
nene, &e., waters, rented by Mr. Jas. B. Deacon :—9th inst., three salmon, 131b., 101b., 
10lb.; 11th inst., three, 251b.,.111b., 8lb.: 12th, four, 91b., 12lb., 131b,, 131b. ; 13th, 
three, 10lb., 121b., 131b.; 15th, six, 17lb., 16lb., 121b., 111b., 61b,, 101b. ; 16th, two 
17lb., 10lb. ; total, twenty salmon for six days, the 10th and 14th both blank days. 
Mrs. Cambridge Grubb got two salmon in Cahir Park, 12lb. and 91b. last week, and 
one at Ballycarron, 11lb., on Tuesday. Mr. Richard Sargint, at Cahir Abbey, a 
splendid fish, 301b., on Saturday ; another, 101b., Monday ; and _a small one, 91b., on 
Thursday. Mr. H. H. Jones (D.I., R.LC., Cashel); two, on Wednesday, the 11th, 
12lb. and 10lb.; Mr. Frank Massy (Suir Castle), two, 13lb. and 11lb.; and Col. C. 
Butler, also two, 21lb. and 13lb., same day. Trout fishing is improving, and the fish 
getting rapidly into condition RICHARD BRADFORD, March 18, 
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ESTABLISHED 1833.] OUR 


NEW -[ESTABLISHED 1833. 


WHOLESALE LIST is now ready, and will be sent to Tackle Makers & Dealers, post paid, 2 stamps. 


We have now issued both the 


LARGEST WHOLESALE AND RETAIL CATALOGUES OF REFINED ANGLING REQUISITES IN PRINT, 


ALL ANGLERS, ALL AGENTS should see above before purchasing Tackle of any description for the ensuing season. The best 
Specialities in RODS, REELS, LINES, FLIES, BOOKS, and BATTS, are described and quoted for at the most mod rate charges consistent 


with first-best workmanship. Our terms defy honest competition. 


All ACGME LINES, STEEL CENTRED RODS, CENTRE FITTING REELS supplied to the Trade by us bear now the additional protec- 
tion of a REGISTERED TRADE MARK—‘ THE CROSS FLAGS AND DOVE’’—withont which goods offered in our name 
are BOGUS IMITATIONS—WORTHLESS and DISHONEST PIRACIES. 


EIGHT GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES AWARDS. 





D. and W. N. FOSTER, 





Manufacturers, 


ASHBOURNE, DERBY. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
New Patent 2 2 Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


Sy aetna FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
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The “DESIDERATUM” BASK8T, inventel by G. W. TAYLOR, Exq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS, IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 








TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c. 

FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especially advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Umbankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfuast, from 8 to 11 o’clock, Table d' Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tet and coffee at #.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, ls. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. -Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


JAMES OGDEN, 
28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-iNVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 


SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
PRICE 21s. 


, The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 


All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by 
; d return of Post. 











N,B,—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 e Putney. 
45 4 Hammersmith, 
50 3 Barnes. 
Add ) 55 Kew. 
75 Hi Richmond, iS 
80 Re Twickenhar, 
85 5 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, March eT oats a 4.46 ase aa 5.6 

Sunday, “5 De resis mae 5.27 aos at 5,48 
Monday, = 7 ae cue 6.13 “ee a 6.40 
Tuesday, a yd: a PAR, Fi Teal wets ee 7.43 
Wednesday, ,, 2D ak tant ae 8.20 aes re 9.2 

Thursday, an DOS eves ane 9.50 etic aN: 10.33 
Friday, F PA Go oer Wee 11.14 he vee 11.50 


Gs River Reporters who want forms and encclopes should send a post card to the 
adenine enemieamieieniammeediia=eemaentoe eee 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 
a a ey 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Another general angling season terminated its existence on Saturday last, with 
the water in the best possible condition, and had there remainded another week 
longer the anglers would have been able to have completed the season well. As it 
was, the fishermen at Staines were in great force during the final days, and the 
perch, which have made so little show this year, were found “at home.” There 
has been an immense show of dace at Hampton Court, where they had headed up from 
the tidal waters, and in their rough condition it appeared a pity the anglers should 
be found taking them. In the neighbourhood of Twickenham and Richmond the 
roach have been taken pretty freely, and one of the bank anglers, fishing off Peters- 
ham Eyot, got a beautiful fish of 2lb. The river-keepers of the T.A.P.S. made an 
inspection of the river below Staines on the first day of the close season—the anglers 
were conspicuous in their absence, and the punts were al] quiet. In previous years 
several anglers have been found fishing in the belief the season extended to the 
fifteenth of March ; but what with examples, and, it may be, the teaching of the 
angling clubs, they have not put in an appearance this year. Directly the general 
angling season is gone the trout anglers are on the alert, and the great question is, 
“What are the Prospects”? The warm, sunny weather, at the early part of the 
week, has afforded some replies, and here is one of them: “ The trout have been 
showing themselves well at Kingston, and they all appear very fine fish.” The other 
portions of the river have sounded a similar note. It may, therefore, be fairly stated 
in a general reply, ‘“‘The prospects are most cheering.” Arrangements will be 
made to give every information in the FISHING GAZETTE of the movements of the 
trout, and should the fish of April be at all favourable in regard to the weather, 
the anglers should lose no time in getting on the river ; indeed, from information 
received, the fishermen are being engaged for “ the opening day,” which is just on 
the edge of the Haster Holidays, and bearing in mind there will be plenty of 
pleasure-boats on the river then, the anglers should make an early commence- 
ment, 

ANGLING RESULTS. 


Richmond.—Henry Mansell, during the last four days, caught 40lb. weight of 
roach, and Job Brain, in the same time, got 301b.; Henry Howard, in three days, 
about twenty-six dozen. A bank angler, off Petersham Hyot, landed a fine roach 
of 2lb. 

Twickenham.—Joseph Dobbin, in three days, about twelve dozen of roach ; 

eorge Coxen, in one day, 16lb. ; and another six dozen. In single days, John Spong 
realised five dozen; Henry Spiers, four dozen, and Pert Hammerton about six 
dozen ; James Coxen, in three days, twenty-eight dozen. 
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Teddington.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, twelve dozen. It would appear the 
dace have completed a march upwards, and the roach have been left in almost sole 
charge. The latter fish will stand in need of a little protection shortly, under 
general orders. 

Kingston.—There has been no punt fishing at the close of the season, but the 
bank anglers have been in good force, and had some good sport amongst the roach, 
dace, chub, and perch, and with similar results at Surbiton and Thames Ditton. 

Hampton Court,—The punt anglers have been getting some of the headed up 
dace. William Milbourne, in one day, six dozen of dace; Con Davis, five dozen; 
Charles Davis, in a couple of days, six dozen, and two brace of perch: Thomas 
Wheeler, in half a day, six brace of perch. The bank fishers have found plenty of 
dace, roach, chub, perch, and gudgeon. 

Sunbury.—The bank anglers have finished a good season here, and during the 
closing days made some good records of roach, dace, and chub. 

Walton.—Mr. Alfred Mackrill, the champion bream fisher of the season, fishing 
with the veteran, George Hone, completed the season with a jack of 61b. 

Shepperton.—J ames Haslett, on his last day. terminated the existence of 
three barbel. 

Chertsey.—J . Poulter, the Chertsey Bridge Hotel fisherman, made a final day of 
three chub and four dozen of roach and dace. 


Staines.—Charles Hone, one day, two chub, weighing 54lb., and 74lb. weight of 
perch; another day, with Mr. H. Haines fifteen and a half brace of perch; and another 
day, with Mr. J. L. Meyer, seven chub and three brace of perch. John Keene, sen., 
in one day, five brace of perch ; another day, seven chub ; and another day, three 
brace of perch and two dozen of roach. John Keene, jun., in two days, 471b. weight 
of roach, and another day, five chub, three perch, and one dozen of roach. HE, Keene, 
in one day, 101b. weight of perch and roach. George Osman, in one day, three dczen 
of good roach, the best weighing 1lb. 50z. Mr. W. Jones, “ the only,” of the Swan 
Hotel, in one day, seven chub, the largest 41b.; and Mr. Edwards, of Teddington, 
fishing with Thomas Fletcher, “ the good old man” (G.O.M., of course), made his 
final day with 81b. of perch and a jack of 241b. Bravo Staines ! 





UPPER THAMES. 


Many angling visitors frequented the upper reaches of the Thames for the final 
day or so of the season 1884-5, but little was done. The river is now, of course, in 
grand order—unfortunately too late. The trout prospects are splendid. I know the 
Thames is now full of beauties, and the anglers who know how to toil and spin on 
the Ist of April will get their quiver full. On the 1st of April, at Marlow, a grand 
competition will take place for trout only, open to the world; entries, 5s. each ; 
close last day of March, to C, Foottit, The Complete Angler Hotel, Great Marlow-— 


MARLOW Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


The Thames was well visited by anglers the two last days of the season ; but I am 
afraidsportdid not come up to expectations. The jack did not move at all. My two days 
were spent among the chub, and I think they were the most tractable of the lot— 
20lb. on the 13th, and about 301b. on the 14th. I have had the satisfaction of seeing 
some rare good trout rise ; but their whereabouts will be best appreciated when they 
are in the well.—G, LUMSDEN. 


Thames. (Eynsham). 


We have been fayoured with good weather, and water in thorough fishing order 
for the last week of the season. On Friday and Saturday, the 6th and 7th inst., Mr. 
Geen and myself took a nice lot of roach aud several good chub in the Evenlode, 
withlob worms. Monday the 9th inst., a local angler in the Thames caught a lot 
of perch, but returned several, being undersize. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day two friends and myself caught roach and chub in the Evenlode with lob worms, 
weighing altogether 5131b., the largest chub 341b., largest roach 1#lb. Friday and 
Saturday, the 13th and 14th, Mr. Jennings. secretary of the Bostonians, paid me a 
visit. We went to the Thames on Friday, and Mr. Geen having kindly placed his 
punt at our disposal, and also joined us as he said, not.to fish, but to see Mr. J. 
catch them—and Mr. J. did catch them; thirteen chub weighing 32lb., and two 
smaller ones, thanks to Mr. Geen’s coaching a very apt scholar. On Saturday Mr. J. 
and myself went te the Hyenlode, and hada very nice take of chub, eleven fish 
weighing 223lb., making Mr. Jennings’s two days’ takes, with pith and brains, 
5641b. These he took up to town with him Saturday evening, and I have no doubt 
the members of Mr. Jennings’s club would be very pleased to see he had had such a 
good take of fish the last two days of the season. Mr. Huggett was also down 
Friday and Saturday, and had a nice take of chub. Mr. Geen was also down, but 
did very little fishing, although he enjoyed himself thoroughly in seeing others fish, 
giving useful hints and assisting in his usual kindly manner when he wants to see 
a friend catch fish. Now that we have come to the end of the season, I may say 
that, for weather, the state of the water, and fish feeding, we have had a very 
fortunate time. ‘Twoof our streams—viz., the Evenlode and Windrush, flood and 
thicken very quickly ; but there have been very few days all the season that they 
were not fishable. There weresome heavy takes of barbel from July to September ; 
‘since then jack, perch, and roach have all fed well, Mr. Geen haying now six perch 
averaging 2lb. each, being set up in a case-—caught in the Evenlode. I have not 
kept account of weights of barbel, &c., caught in this neighbourhood by visitors at 
my house, and myself for the season ; but have done so with the chub caught, and I 
find that from Novy. 22nd, 1884 (the first day we chub-fished with pith), to March 
14th, 1885, close of the season, that there was 438lb. weighed in—viz., 189lb. from 
the Thames, and 249ib. from the Evenlode and Windrush; the principal anglers 
being Mr. Geen, Mr. Hobden, Mr. Huggett, Mr. Jennings, and myself. In conclu- 
sion, I must thank you, Sir, for finding space for my reports, and trust we may have 
another good season coming.—W. B. Hower. 


Thames (Goring). 


_ The last week of the season ; water was in good order for all-round fishing. I had 
only one day’s fishing, and that was Saturday, when I caught four jack, and a few 
very good perch. I could have had four days; but, having been engaged for the 
last day, lost three days. A gentleman wanted the last four days; but he did not 
turn up. I will not engage myself again for the last day—JouHN Rusu. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Fishing at Monkey Island during the last week has been fairly good. There were 
‘some very good takes of perch, roach, and barbel, the bank anglers doing well; one 
bank angler had ten perch, weighing over 12lb.,in one day. There has also been 
some good barbel and roach taken. One gentleman, fishing from a punt, had a very 
good take of perch, but most of them ran small, and out of six dozen he only kept 
one dozen—all the others were returned ; and one trout, 2}lb., with a paternoster, 
while fishing for perch ; also a jack of 3lb., with paternoster (gut-tackle). Several 
trout have been showing themselves—one or two large fish—and I hope, with 
favourable weather, to see some good trout taken.—R. PLUMMER, Senr. 


Thames (Sonning). 

The last two days of the fishing were all you could wish—water down to a nice 
height and colour ; no one down. Those on the banks got a lot of fish. I know of 
two that got very near a hundred perch on the Saturday, all taken with the worm ; 
they would not look at minnows. Above Caversham they took the minnow, A 
gentleman who lives there told me he got over thirty perch, 3lb. a-piece, and three 
jack, largest 8lb. I went with Dr. —— to some private water close by. We got no 
end of small jack, nothing of any size, They have caught as many as eight trout 
(which, of course were put back) not half a mile from Sonning Bridge, I should 
say there ought to be some good trqut-fishing about here this season.—W, H, 





Thames (Windsor). 


Although the water fined down, and was to all appearance in excellent order for 
the last few days of the coarse fishing season, nothing was done. Several punts were 
out on the 13th jack fishing, and, to my surprise, on inquiry, no one had even had a 
tun. Soconfident was I that the water was in the pink of condition, that I essayed 
a trial of a couple of hours on the last day, but could not get the sign of a nibble. 
Most carefully did I search with my single-gut one-hook paternoster, attached to 
the finest of silk plait, every inch of one of the best spots in this neighbourhood, but 
all to no purpose. The bait were of the liveliest description possible, comprising 
dace and gudgeon of the approved size, but neither would they touch, so I came 
away consoling myself with the thought that they were left for three months to 
increase and multiply. It isas well, perhaps, that many jack were not had towards 
the close of the season, as several fish that I saw a week or two back were heavy in 
spawn. The only jack I know of taken in the immediate neighbouring the last 
week was a small one by the secretary of the Clapton anglers, and a small one by 
Mr. James Gray, jun., the brace being under 5lb. A few roach and perch came to 
grief at the hands of bank anglers, but nothing worthy the name of a bag was 
made. The north-east wind, if it continues, will spoil trouting prospects for the 
first, though the water is looking very fit. When the wind has moderated and the 
sun shown itself, as on the 15th inst., a few trout may be seen moving, but the 
majority of them await those balmy days so beloved by the trout angler.—B. R, 
BAMBRIDGE, 





se 


Ancholme District. 


The Ancholme was frequented by a small batch of anglers during the closing days 
of the coarse fishing season, when the weather was very fine, but the sport was 
moderate. Two or three men were over from Grimsby at the Riverhead on Friday 
last, but their sport has not been reported. The weather remains very fine, and 
owing to the freedom with which the springs run, there is plenty of water in the 
becks for trout fishing, and flies are increasing abundantly.—_THomas Forp. 


The Bure (Norwich). 


After my report last week, several parties were out having their final try for jack, 
and in some cases were successful, the best take I heard of being four fish, the 
largest weighing nearly 10lb., and the others smaller by a good deal. A few days 
afterwards a Norwich angler was engaged at his favourite pursuit at Salhouse, near 
Wroxham, and all at once he noticed that the roach, &c., had quite left off feeding. 
He immediately jumped to the conclusion that Mr, Jack was busy in the vicinity of 
his boat, and putting a small roach as a bait, he soon had the pleasure of landing a 
nice full pike of upwards of 7lb. weight, which was a prize he had not expected. I 
do not expect to send you much news with regard to actual angling for some weeks 
to come ; but you may be sure, if anything worth noting turns up, I shall not fail 
to communicate.—ROBERT MOLL. 

Chichester. 


The close of the coarse-fish season ended somewhat quietly. In fine weather several 
rodsters were out ; but results, as a rule, were not satisfactory. During the season 
our Chichester water has yielded a fair amount of pike, Mr. Wright having taken 
close upon fifty ; but, then, all day, and every day must hit the right time for their 
feeding. The largest fish has been a trifle over 13lb., one of 101b., and a host of fish 
from 4lb. to 6lb, Some good perch (up to nearly 3lb.) have been landed, also some 
good roach, bream, and some fine eels. Anglers are now turning their attention to 
the trout streams, Mr. Young taking a fair conditioned fish of a ilb. weight. Smelt 
are feeding at the harbour ; some capital sport may be expected should the present 
fine weather last. Rag worm the best bait.—GnorGb F. SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The water is in splendid condition, although the weather is cold. Mr. Oliver was 


_out on Monday, and caught 24 trout.—F. B. 


Derwent (Workington). 


The season opened in this district on the 11th inst. with pleasant spring weather, 
and the river in good order. A few enthusiasts have been trying their luck, and 
some trout have been secured, which, Iam informed, are in excellent condition ; but 
the lower waters of the Derwent are not overcrowded with trout at any time. The 
very heavy floods which have prevailed since Christmas have thoroughly cleared the 
river, and afforded excellent opportunities for the safe return of the spawned salmon. 
A considerable number, however, are still lingering in the fresh water, and several 
have been hooked and landed by the troutanglers. They were clean and healthy; 
and I am informed by the water bailiffs that the spawning season has been a fairly 
successful one, the fish being favoured by the floods both in getting up to their 
spawning beds and also in dropping backagain. Wehave nospring salmon here, An 
attempt was made about two years ago by two of the upper proprietors to introduce 
them, anumber of fry being turned into the river, which were expected to return 
this spring as salmon ; but J have heard nothing of them up to the present, nor was 
the attempt persevered in in the following years, as it ought to have been, to have 
had a fair chance of ultimate success. I believe the result of the fishery inquiry at 
Cockermouth last summer, and the want of the support of the owner of the netting 
at the mouth of the river, is in a great measure the cause of this ;—the upper pro- 
prietors thinking, and I have no doubt with reason, that they were stocking the 
river and providing nursery for fish, the benefit of which would be reaped in the 
first place by one who contributed nothing. There isa prospect of a continuance 
of the present fine weather, as the barometer is rising again now. The mountains, 
however, are covered with snow for some distance down their sides. The salmon 
disease, which made its appearance again at the close of last season, and was causing 
some little anxiety amongst anglers, has disappeared now. Some time last year I 
saw in your columns an inquiry as to the fishing about Keswick ; but I did not see 
any answer. My own time was then fully occupied, but my brother and myself 
have plotted a three days’ tramp with our rods through the district this coming 
Easter, and if I can compile an acceptable contribution of our experisnces, it will 
be at your service.—STAINTON. 


The Dove. 


The river is too bright and low for successful fishing, and sport this week may be 
put down as acomparative blank. The weather has been extremely fine, scarcely 
any rain having fallen, and we could now do with a thoroughly good downpour, 
which would not only put some colour into the water but freshen itup well. The 
flies that have killed best are the March Brown and the Cockwing Dun and Bumble. 
The coarse fish season has now closed, and the great body of anglers will have to 
remain idle for three months. We hada good muster at the riverside on Saturday 
to finish up the season ; but beyond a few roach and dace, I do not hear that fisher- 
men got a great deal to reward their efforts THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisie). 

The river is now low and very clear, A spate is much wanted. Last Friday, 
Colonel Blackett, who commands the Brigade Depot here, killed two small fish at 
Armathwaite, and Captain Hinde had one on Monday, and Mr. James Steel one of 
11lb. on Tuesday in the Wetherall water. Fish are not so plentiful in the upper 
reaches as in the middle. Tom Bird, who is always at work at Armathwaite, has 
only landed about four this season ; and George Ferguson, the club keeper at the 
same place, had not killed a single fish up to Saturday last. But Iam not much 
surprised at this, for he is one of the “ striking” anglers, and pulls the fly away from 
his fish before they have time to turn. I have seen him lose two fish in this way in 
afew minutes. The only decent lot of trout I have heard of being taken with the fly 
was by Archdeacon Prescott, who creeled twenty one day last week. Some good 
baskets are reported as killed with worm in the Kirkby-Stephen district ; but I 
suspect the “ Appleby Red” was the worm used,—SILVER GREY. ; : 
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Esk (Whitby). 
The northerly winds which have generally prevailed during the past week, together 
with the bright skies, have not been conducive to good sport. Only a few “scaleys” 
have been landed, and while the present condition of the weather continues there 
will be a practical suspension of piscatorial operations. In last week’s report it 
was incidentally mentioned that some salmon and salmon trout had been picked out 
of the river, and that they bore evidence of disease. It should be understood that 
the remark applied to only a few solitary instances, and that there is nothing like a 
general disease among the fish, as might possibly be inferred.—J. J. J. 


Exe and Barle. 


During the past few days trout have risen freely. The water is bright, but enough 
is in the river, cold winds having prevailed. ‘The principal time of rise has been at 
mid-day. Two baskets of trout, numbering respectively 40 and 35, were taken yes- 
terday at the Blue Upright, Half Stone, Hofiland’s Fancy, and Red Upright. Other 
good baskets have been made.—CHaAs, W. NELDER. 


Exe (Exeter). 

Since my last report, some nice clean-run salmon have been taken, Mr. Pearson, 
our champion salmon angler, taking four last Saturday at Salmon Pool. Mr. 
Calardine took three jack about 3lb. each, and one fine perch 131b., and two smaller 
ones near Cowley Bridge, another angler taking half-a-dozen perch about 31b. each. 
In private water last Saturday, Mr. Hugh Ware and myself captured three pike, the 
largest about 6lb. A very fine pike was hooked and run, and after some good play, 
unfortunately made good his escape, being hooked lightly, as only three hooks were 
used with the live roach angled with. Weather beautifully fine and clear, but wind 
north and east alternately.—J. A, KELLEY. 


Exe (Tiverton). 


The river is yet very low and clear. On cloudy days fish have sported well. 
Some very good baskets have been made with the Blue Upright, Half-stone, Hare’s 
Flecks, Upright, Willow Bud, and Iron Blue.—W. Muprorp. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both these streams are now in splendid order for fly or bottom fishing, both being 
clear and a nice height. The weather has been warm, and in every way suitable for 
angling. The fishermen of this part have visited both streams well this week, and 
some good-sized fish have been taken. The Blue Dun and February Red are the best 
flies at present. Some of the anglers have used the worm. In the Arrow near 
Stanton a gentleman, with the worm, took a few very nice trout on Friday. The 
Lugg was fished the same day, and a capital dish of fish was landed with the Blue 
Dun. In the Arrow near Hardisland on Saturday a gentleman took a good lot of 
trout with the fly. A gentleman tried the Lugg near Aymestry, and, with the 
February Red, took a capital lot of trout averaging 3lb. each. On Monday the 
Arrow was fished with the worm, and a few small trout were taken. The Lugg near 
Kingsland was tried, and a good dish of fish was landed with the Blue Dun. The 
Lugg near Ford’s Bridge was fished on Tuesday, and a dish of nine fine trout was 
caught with the February Red. In the Ivington district a few fish have been taken 
with the fly. The Pinsley is in igood fishing order. A few fish have been landed 
this week with the fy.—GWwyNNE. 

Medway (Tunbridge.) 

At last, after a most unfavourable season, the close time has arrived, and the fish 
are to have a rest in order to increase and multiply. The Angling Club have thrown 
the Ballast Pit open to members during the close season, in the hope to exterminate 
the pike and lessen the number of coarse fish, in order to give trouta chance. The 
more that are caught the better the local brethren will be pleased—Yr Murpway 


WATER RAT, 
The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The season has ended, and left the water in very good condition. Had the water 
been in the condition a fortnight previous, some good sport might have been had ; 
but, nevertheless, some decent sport was had to finish up with. Two were taken 
by Mr. T. Fovargen, going 631b., and lost one, the net being too shallow. Two more 
were taken by two local anglers, at 8lb. and4lb. Five were taken by two more local 
men, weight not obtainable ; but to finish up with, one was taken by another local 
man, going 22lb., 424in. long and 22in. round the girth. This was taken by J. 
Murkett. Let us hope the season will be a little more favourable ; not so many 
flushes of water; for just as the water was getting in condition down came a lot 
more rain to spoil it.—H. Rout. 

Severn (Gloucester). 


I have very little to report this week, as the last few days of the coarse fishing 
were attended with only indifferent success. The trout are taking the worm well 
at present, but the streams are very low and clear. One angler had four and a half 
brace of nice fish yesterday as the result of four hours’ fishing. No other takes have 
come to my knowledge.—SINGLE HAIR. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Angling in this district has been rather slow, on account of the cold weather which 
has prevailed; but salmon fishing has been more lively. The first take of fish during 
the week that have come under my notice is a nice basket of rough fish by Grady, 
taken with the worm on Thursday last at Uffington. Mr. Roberts, on the same day, 
received one salmon, weighing 17lb.; Convey two, 26lb., 18lb.; Hammonds one, 
201b.—all taken at Melverly. On Friday, an angler, fishing at Uffington, caught 
several very fine fish, weighing as much as 14lb. His take chiefly consisted of perch. 
Another gentleman on Saturday, fishing by the English Bridge with the minnow, 
caught a trout of 3lb.; Mr. Ellis, later in the evening, a beauty, weighing lb, loz. 
Mrs. Jones, of Loton, during the week, has taken two salmon fishat Melverly. Tom 
Evans, on Friday, one of 10lb.; Henry Wilde, on same day in the Verniew, two of 
141b. and 101b. Mr. Convey received, on Saturday, four fine fish, three of 201b. each 
and one of 25lb. Mr. Davies’ Preston Boats took three on Monday, 131b., 101b., and 
6lb.; Parr, of Wroxeter, one, 6lb. On Wednesday we had quite a sharp snowstorm 
in the afternoon ; but Mr, Ellis turned out in the evening, and caught a grand trout 
of 1lb. 60z. with the minnow. Our veteran sportsman and well-known naturalist, 
Mr. Henry Shaw, who has some private fishing on the Wye, drew first blood on 
Monday last, when he caught a beauty of 261b. with the fly; and many anglers who 
saw said it was the best conditioned fish they remember seeing for the time of year. 
Mr. Ellis, fishing the English Bridge ford this afternoon, caught two fine trout, 
weighing respectively 1lb. 40z., and 130z., with the minnow.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Severn and Teme (Worcester). 

We have just now a good opportunity to angle in all the tributaries of the Severn, 
as there is a clause in the Fresh-Water Fishery Act that gives power to any fishery 
board to exempt any part of the waters under charge, and the Worcester Board, or, 
I should say, the Severn Board, have shown reason to the Home Secretary why they 
desire to exempt the Severn above Shrewsbury, and all her tributaries, except the 
Avon ; so you see that the anglers in this district can fish all the fence months, as 
our enlightened conservators consider the white fish, if plentiful, would do harm to 
thesalmon and trout. Ido not agree with these half laws. Last week there was 
some good takes of chub, dace, and roach. H. Tyler caught one chub over 5lb. I 
have seen several large salmon dead upon the fords up Teme.—J. A, GRIFFIN, 


Severn (Kidderminster). 

The Severn has been in grand trim for all round fishing up to the close time, A 
few rods were out last week, but the takes were small, varying from 2lb. up to 6lb, 
per rod, worms and paste for bait. A trout weighing Ilb. was taken with the 
last-named bait. I have heard of one angler only using the fly; he succeeded in 
taking a brace of trout, a third fish breaking away and parting the tackle ; the same 
angler rose several good chub, but whether they were returned tradition sayeth not. 

















The water is getting in good trim for the fly, the February Red being the chief fly. 
There is a great change in the weather to-day. A cold north-east wind accompanied 
by sleet and snow will serve to keep the trout in deep water a little longer, and 
enable them to better their condition.—H. Harp. 


Taw, North Devon. 

Rivers are fit for fishing, but the weather is so cold one can scarcely stay by the 
river side, Some ardent fishermen in the middle part of the day have been out and 
some few dishes of fish are taken ; but not until all the old salmon are gone will 
large trout come out of their hides. Salmon-fishing with the rod commences 
Ist April, and some fish which come usually this part of the year (green-backed 
salmon) may be taken, but the kelts are very numerous in the rivers. Flies taking 
for trout: Blue Uprights, March Browns, and Rusty Blues.—Rusty GAME, 

; Teme (Ludlow). : 

Monday found all the waters running through this district in first-rate condition 
for the rod and line, but though the first three days of the week were fine and 
brilliant, few flies appeared on the face of the rivers. The only flies that are killing 


in this neighbourhood are the February Red and the Blue Dun, and occasionally on . 


the tributaries a small “ Governor.” It is hoped that until the 15th of June is passed 
a little more mercy will be extended to the fish during close time. It is only recently, 
since the appointment of a water bailiff, that any organised system of protection 
has to any great extent existed here, fishermen (in name) seized all fish which took 
the bait in season and out of season, and it was only the professional angler which 
paid any attention to close time. We are glad to say things are now rapidly chang- 
ing, and there is a widespread disposition to obey the rules of the close season along 
this portion of the Teme. Fishermen did fairly well the first two days of the week. 
A gentleman from Coventry tried the Blue Dun Monday and Tuesday down the 
Ashford district of the Teme, and caught four nice trout the first day and three brace 
the second day. The fish averaged 7lb each. His companion was not so successful, 
only landing a couple the first day and one fish the second. The Park waters haye 
produced the best trout this week. We hear of a gentleman catching several grand 
fish, some of which were nearly 11b. weight each. In the tributaries there, has not 
been much doing. We saw anice basket of fish on Wednesday night, which a gentle- 
man informed me he had caught in the Clun during the afternoon with the Red Fly, 
—s,. LUDLOW. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream still keeps in splendid order for fishing, it now being clear, and in 
capital state for either the fly or bottom-fishing. The weather having kept warm, 
the anglers have been out in good numbers, and some fine fish have been taken, The 
flies which have been chiefly used are the February Red and Blue Dun. The worm 
has been used by some. The water near the bridge was tried on Friday with the 
Blue Dun, and a nice dish of trout was landed 80z. each, A gentleman tried the 
water near Little Hereford, and took a few good fish with the fly. On Saturday a 
gentleman tried the water near Rochford, and with the worm took a nice lot of 
trout. In the water near the town some very good fish were taken with the Blue 
Dun. The weather being bright and warm on Monday, several anglers were out. 
A capital dish was taken with the February Red, and some nice-sized trout with the 
worm. In the Eastham water a fine lot of trout were landed with the Blue Dun. 
On Tuesday. a gentleman tried the water near Berrington Court, and with the fly 
took a very nice dish of trout. A few fish have been taken in the water near Corn 
Brook. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are all in splendid order for fishing, and are 
all well stocked with trout. A few fish have been taken with them this week.— 
WORCESTER, , \ 

Torridge (Torrington). 

River is in good condition for fly-fishing, and the fishermen well enjoy their sport, 
I saw a basket of fourteen nice trout yesterday, that were taken with the fly in the 
free water, and one rcd took seventy trout in three days lately, on the same water, 
and many other fishers have done well. The March Browns are well on, and the 
salmon are often seen sporting in the deep runs,—PRACTICAL ANGLER. tes ¥ oe 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). - 


The river is now in excellent order for fishing. The Rey. F. Besley and H. Moore 
Stevens, Hsq., had some very good sport on Saturday last on the upper Torridge ; two 
Plymouth gentlemen had some excellent sport on Monday and Tuesday, taking 
several dozen fine trout in the Torridge and Waldon. Major Deane had some 
splendid sport on Wednesday, having caught in a few hours (from twelve o’clock to 
half past four) very nearly four dozen of splendid fish, although snow fell heavily 
during the morning and great part of the afternoon. Trout more plentiful than 
they have been for years past.— JOHN BLAKE, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The close season died, as the saying goes, very hard. Numerous anglers were out, 
and those who journeyed downwards fared indifferently. In the upper reaches two 
salmon were got, as also on the closing day some remarkably fine perch. In the 
Holme Pierrepont allotment Mr. W. H. Cooper, of the Elephant and Castle Associa- 
tion, took three or four large bream, which is somewhat singular for this time of 
the year. Thursday witnessed the river run down rapidly, and salmon anglers ought 
certainly to be up and doing.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Weston and Swarkestone District). 


The river is now in very fair condition for fishing, and I expect to hear of several 
salmon being taken shortly. Messrs. Horsley, Capenhurst, and Wheatcroft have 
succeeded in taking one salmon each from the Weston waters. Mr. Saxton took a 
nice pike, about 8lb, on Saturday last, from Blackpool, and Mr, Clemson also obtained 
a small one.—SPINNING BAIT. 

Waveney (Beccles). 

Last week jack anglers were determined to make the best of their time, previous 
to the close time setting in, although the close time is not generally recognised so 
early here, except by a few, the fish being generally very backward, and not near 
spawning the day the close time commences. At the same time, those who do give 
up angling on the 15th March deserve great credit, and set their brother anglers a 
good example. Mr. Alfred Darby, of the yacht Fyona, was among the most prominent 
with two good fish, turning the scale at 121b. each, also some smaller fish, upwards of - 
3lb. Captain James, Mark Mills, and one or two others, had some good fish. Mr. E, 
Candler had a nice show of perch. By the bye, I forgot to mention a week or two 
since the capture of a perch weighing 34lb. Weather very cold. As soon as it 
brightens up abit I have no doubt roach anglers will be at work. P.S.—I might 
mention that the two 12lb. fish were captured within about 100 yards of Beccles 
Bridge—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 

Wye and Derwent. 

The latter end of last week grayling was rising freely both on the Wye and Der- 
went (Chatsworth Fishery), and baskets from three brace upwards were taken by 
each angler, the killing flies being Bumble und Furnace. Since then very little 
fishing has been had, only on the “free” parts of the Derwent; but several very 
nice sized trout have been landed, both by trolling with the “ Derby Trout Killer ” 
and with worm fishing. The Darley Dale and Matlock Bath Angling Association 
clubs commences trout fishing on the 25th of this month. The Wye and Derwent 
Hathersage Club and the Chatsworth Fishery commence onthe Ist of April. I hear 
that many of the members of the Darley Dale Club intend to draw ont of it this 
season. The keeper and the club members of the Matlock Angling Association have 
been killing a very nice lot of pike both last week and this. They are trying to 
catch all the pike out before stocking it with trout. This part of the water, viz., 
from Cromford Bridge to Whatstandwell, years ago used to be the best there was in 
any part of Derbyshire ; but when the pike got into the river they soon cleared most 
of the trout out. The keeper and others have killed over 100 pike out of this partvof 
the Derwent last season. Weather: Sharp, frosty nights with bright, sunshiny 
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days. The streams are the best places to kill your fish in especially while we are 
having frosty nights —Grorcr JAMES EATON. 
P.S.—The Matlock Bath people killed 10 pike last week and five this.—G. J. E. 


The Yare (Norwich). 


Some fairly good sport has been had on this stream near Norwich. One constant 
disciple of “Izaak’s” informed me last Saturday that he had hooked nearly 100 
pike (of all sizes) during the past six weeks; some of these were caught in quite 
private water and some in semi-private, if I can use such a term, but I know of no 
other so adapted to express the sput. On Saturday last, three hours with four rods 
only resulted in three small jack, although we were in a good place ; but the water 
was very low and very clear, and as we could see them, I expect they could also see 
the gentlemen trying to capture them. I have not yet received sufficient informa- 
tion to send you this week a summary of the pike season of 1884-5, but trust to be 
able to do so next week.—RoBERT MOLL, 


The Yore (Hawes). 


: Angling prospects nil at present. Wind, N. Barometer not particular whether 
ib goes up or down a couple of inches. Hills still covered with a slight coat of snow. 
It is very cold at nights ; frost last night very severe.—J. CoRRY. 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE (ABoYNE).—Since last report the river has been rather low ; but although 
the river was not in a condition to expect good sport, fairly good sport was obtained. 
‘On Friday, the 13th inst., Colonel Egerton landed three fish on the Glentana water, 
71b., 8lb., and 831b,, and again on Saturday Col. Egerton landed three fish on the 
Same water, 631b., 7lb., and 8lb. On the 11th inst., J. Wasson, Esq., had one fish, 
8lb., andon the 12th two fish, 7lb. and 73lb. On the 13th, Colonel Keen had one 
fish, 1031b. On the 13th, J. Wasson, Esq., had four fish, 71b., 741b., 8lb. and 101b. 
On the 14th, Colonel Keen had one fish, 11lb. On the 14th, J. Wasson, Esq., had one 
fish, 8Ib.,and on the 16th had three fish, 8lb., 91b., and 91b. On the 16th, Colonel 
Bgerton had three fish, 63]b., 81b., and 841b, On the 17th, J. Wasson, Esq., one fish, 
17lb. The river is likely to rise soon again, as a good quantity of snow has fallen 
in the hills since last night. The Red Wing or Yellow Hagle has been the two best 
killing flies during last week.—W. BEATTIE. 


_ DEE (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—For the week beginning Monday, the 9th inst., very 
indifferent sport has been obtained, the water being too clear, and if anything, too 


small, Fair sport is not to be looked for until a change comes, which there is every - 


indication of soon. On Monday, J. Scott, keeper, had two of 91b. and 11]b. on the 
On Wednesday, John Harper, keeper, had one of 91b. on Desswood 
water, and on Friday another of 91b, on the same water ; while Mr, Chas. Farquhar, 
Carlogie, had one of 121b. on the Carlogie water ; and on the same water, on Satur- 
day, Mr. Albert Farquhar had one of 201b., while Mr. Geo. Blacklaws killed one of 
Ib. on the same day on Norton House water, On Sir Wm. Feilding’s water four fish 
were killed during the week, weighing from 6lb. to 151b—WM. BLACKLAWS. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Ballater: Sport improving greatly, although the 
weather has been exceedingly cold and stormy. <A great many fish have been seen 
passing here, making their way to the upper reaches of the river. On the Hotel 
water, Saturday, 16th, John Sturton, one fish, 811b, ; one on the 17th, 8}1b.; two 
on the 18th, 831b. and 10Ib. On Monaltrie water, Thursday, 12th, James Harper, 
one fish, 101b. ; one on the 16th, 71b. ; on the 12th, Thomas Kinnaird, one fish, 841b. 
Pannanich water, Friday, 13th, Thomas Grant, one fish, 101b. Her Majesty’s water, 
Balmoral, on the 16th, Donald Stewart, keeper, landed one beautiful fish of 1931b.; 
and John Morgan, keeper, had one of 101b. The killing flies have been the Ackroyd, 
Gardner, Black Heron, with brown wings, and Gray Heron, with tartan body and 
white wings.—Gro. SMITH. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—O wing to the very unfavourable condition of the weather very 
little has been done in the Nith and its tributaries ; in fact, it does not appear that 
any angler has had courage enough to venture out on what must have proveda 
fruitless errand. Almost every day, however, the tacksman has been able to net a 
few fine, clean fish ; still there area few kelts remaining. Inthe Esk, anglers have 
been, so I am told, more lucky, and 24-pounders are spoken of as having been landed. 
In the Stenartry, the Urr and Dalbeattie Burns have been little fished, owing, no 
doubt, to uncongenial surroundings. I have authority for stating that the tickets 
of the Fisheries Association for the Langholm water will embrace the privilege only 
of fishing on the west side of the Esk, from Ewesfoot to Crannelholm. The tickets 
for rod-fishing (salmon) in the Nith have not yet been issued.—W. B. 





‘Locn Tay.—Although the river has got rather low, very fair sport is being 
got. Thursday.—CastleMenzie ; Sir Robert Menzie, one, 18lb.; the keeper, one. 
Derculich : Mr. A. Campbell, three, 251b., 191b., 17lb. Findynate: Mr. McEwin, 
two, 211b., 171b. Edradynate : Mr. Murray, one, 15lb. Grandtully : Mr. R. McIntosh, 
four, 18lb., 161b., 141b., 411b. Pitcastle : Peter, one, 15lb. Dalguise: Dr. Mossman 
Brough, one, 23ib.; Mr. Scotland, one, 15lb. Birnan water: Mr. P. D. Malloch, 
two, 201b., 18lb. Stobhall: Mr. Fletcher, four, 231b., 191b., 191b., 101b. ; Mr. Butler, 
one, 15lb. ; J. Grant Fergusson, one,171b. Thistle Bridge : Sir W. Eliott, two, 201b., 
18lb. The Lyon: Mr. D. McNaughton, one, 201b; Mr. Forbes, one, 201b; 
Mr. Cotton, two, 22lb. and 16lb.; Mr. Thomson, one, 141b. The Earn: 
the nets on Dupplin water had about 100 salmon on ‘Lhursday last. Rare 
sport is being got on the Earn amongst sea-trout and whittling. On Monday Major 
Knight had 56, weighing 33lb., and Mr. David Hunter 40. On Wednesday Major 
Knight had 60, weighing 35lb., Sergt. Stewart 30, and Mr. P. D. Malloch 80, 
weighing 45lb. This is the largest basket ever taken on the Harn; numbers 
= sage are being caught. The March Browns are making their appearance.— 





USING A CLEACHING NET IN THE CLUN. 


Ar the Purslow (Salop) Petty Sessions on Wednesday last, before the Earl of 
Powis and Messrs, Whittaker and Bottfield, William Chalmick and George 
Cross were charged with using a cleaching net in the river Clun on the 2nd of 
February. The information was laid by Bromwell, water bailiff, and the case 
proved by P. C. Thomas. Defendants pleaded that they were not aware that a 


- license was required. Cross, who was only seen to take the net off-the pole, 


was discharged. Chalmick, who had been repeatedly cautioned for not taking 
a licence, was fined 8s., including costs. 





Mr. J. STONEBRIDGE, G. EH. Reeves, of Brompton, with Mr. T. Alder, of the 
Hammersmith, and a friend, had a rare day among the roach, managing to capture 
close upon 501b. of splendid roach, some going 1lb. and over. Mr. Godden, pro., and 
gentleman had a similar lot, and to cap all, took a jack 5lb. on roach tackle with 
gentles, the last swim. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—It is impossible entirely to prevent the noxious 
vapours which are given off in mines and tunnels, and those who, like miners and railway operatives, 
have to work day after day in such vitiated atmospheres, suffer in health and strength in consequence. 
The chest and liver often become clogged with the products:of coal combustion, necessitating great 
attention to the health. No remedy is more valuable for miners and the like than Holloway’s Pills, as 
they carry off all effete matter from the blood, and healthily stimulate the liver. They are also in- 
valuable for costive bowels and for all bilious disorders: The Ointment is a priceless remedy for piles, 
sprains, ulcers, and all manner of sores, : 














CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

A special delegate meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on 
Wednesday evening last, at 830; Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair. The 
minutes of the previous delegate meeting having been read, approved, and signed, 
the president reported the particulars of an interview Mr. Ghurney and himself had 
with the River Lea Conservancy Board, with the result that measurements of fish 
taken in the Lea are now to be the same as in the Thames, and trout fishing will 
commence on April Ist. The president next had the pleasure of announcing that 
he had secured another mile and a quarter cf water for the exclusive use of the 
members of the Anglers’ Association on the River Wey—namely, from Pyrford Lock 
to. Walsham Lock. This will now give us an uninterrupted stretch from Weybridge 
Lock to Walsham Lock, acknowledged to be one of the finest bits of fishing within 
easy distance of the metropolis. The smaller Lea at Waltham is also secured to us, 
and the Pike and Anchor Fishery. The secretary gave some interesting particulars 
in regard to the deputation that recently waited upon Mr, Humphries at the Brighton 
and South Coast Railway, and confirmed the announcement which has already 
appeared that 33 stations had been granted, and very shortly nine more may be 
expected to be added to the list. It is safisfactory to know that the whole of the 
stations conceded are really places where good fishing is to be obtained in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood. <A very valuable suggestion was made that two or three 
gentlemen should visit some of the best fishing stations and report thereon, and it 
was ultimately decided to leave the matter in the hands of the committce. The 
trustees reported that they had met'on Tuesday last, and deposited in the bank the 
sumof £90 to the account of the Anglers’ Association, leaving still a good round 
balance in hand wherewith to meet current expenses. Great satisfaction was 
expressed at this healthy condition of affairs. The president then called special 
attention to Mr. Story-Maskelyne’s Bill recently brought before Parliament, and 
stated he had been in communication with the hon. member with reference thereto, 
and had called his attention very particularly to Clause 6 as to “ mooring boat within 
200 yards of any residence,” and telling him that we should decidedly require some 
alteration. Mr. Story-Maskelyne had replied, stating that the Bill was being 
reprinted, and that Mr. Geen should have the first copy of it on Thursday. A letter 
was also read from Mr, Birkbeck, M.P., respecting the same Bill. It was unanimously 
decided that our interests in this matter could not be left in better hands than the 
president’s, as he was as equally at home in the Lobby of the House as in the chair 
at the Anglers’ Association. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon stated that he had 
called attention to the obnoxious clause at a meeting of the Gresham 
Angling Society, and that he intended to frame a_ petition, and cause 
it to be circulated among the london Clubs for the purpose of 
obtaining signatures thereto. It was generally understood that Mr. Geen and Mr. 
Wheeldon would work together with one heart in this important matter, as it is a 
subject that both gentlemen hold very dear. Attention was next directed to the 
subject of river pollution, also to the meeting of the National Society to secure 
effective Legislation against River Pollution, which is to take place at the Mansion 
House on Wednesday, March 25th, at four o’clock. This will be a most important 
meeting, and looking to the state of the River Leaa greater part of last summer, 
should call forth a hearty response on the part of anglers, especially at the Hast 
End of London, and it is earnestly hoped that every club will send at least two 
delegates to represent them. We are inyited to send hundreds ; all will be welcome. 
The River Lea bailiffs gave in their reports, from which it would seem the river 
was effecsively traversed from Hertford to Tottenham on the 15th, the first day of 
the close season, and with two exceptions fishing had ceased—the two exceptions 
alluded to were labouring under a misapprehension, and left off immediately on 
explanation. The president then addressed the meeting, suggesting that it would be 
desirable, in his opinion, to send a subscription to the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, warmly eulogising the great work being done by the president, Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley. Several gentlemen having spoken,it was resolved to send 10 guineas, 
This was carried with enthusiasm. Messrs. Page, Thorling, Jennings, and Manning 
reported their various successes at return visits. ‘The next return visit will be to the 
* Clapton ” Swan Hotel, Upper Clapton, on Monday, March 30th, at 8 o’clock. The 
following 43 clubs answered the roll call :—Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Bow Bells, 
Burdett, City of London, Cavendish, Carlisle, Clapham Junction, Cambridge, Friendly, 
Cobden, Crescent, Crown and Buckland, Clapton, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, Hustonian, 
Edmonton and Tottenham, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Globe, Gresham, Hammer- 
smith United, Hearts of Oak, Hoxton, Izaak Walton, Little Independent, Metro- 
politan, North-Eastern, Peckham Brothers, Queen’s, Royal George, Rodney, South 
Hackney, St. Johns, Sir Hugh Myddleton, South London, Social Brothers, West Ham 
Brothers, Waltonians, West. Green, Walworth Piscatorials, Westbourne Park, Turn- 
ham Green, Sun Dial.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 





THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING LIST. 

A district return visit will take place on Tuesday, March 24, at the Convivial 
Angling Society, the Grapes Tavern, Goswell-road, Clerkenwell, H.C., when I shall 
be happy to have the company of some of those gentlemen who supported me so 
well at the City of London. I hope this short notice will not prevent Mr. Jackson 
having a bumper.—F. THORLING. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT VISITs. 

The visit of the above to the Bermondsey Brothers on Monday last was a fair 
success ; the chair was occupied by Mr. Fowler, and the vice by Mr. Goodwin, 
Several gentlemen displayed good vocal powers, notably Messrs. Stidolph, Chambers, 
Gardham, Allen, Marsh, and our old friend Mr. Fiddes, the host of the Five Bells. 
On the rol being called eight clubs resporded. The district officers made a few 
remarks on the work of the association, and ended by making an appeal on behalf 
of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society which resulted in 5s, being collected, which has 
since been forwarded to Mr, Ghurney.—W. H. PAGE. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 5s. donation 
collected at the return visit of the Bermondsey Brothers Angling Society. The next 
meeting of the committee will take place on Friday, March 27th, at 9 p.m.—R. 
GHURNEY, see. 


ACT ON THE SQUARE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society have been on the watch lately to try and take some 
of the prizes for specimen fish which were still open, but have been unsuccessful, 
although one or two of them haye been very near—yiz., Mr. T. H. Clark, with a 
best chub of 21b. 1240z., from the Rye House, which is 340z. short of our standard ; 
and Mr. A George with a best dace of 6%0z., being 1}oz. short of standard. Messrs. 
George and Miers had a very fine show of roach on the 13th from Bourne End, 
weighing over 25lb., all in splendid condition. We having now finished the season 
shall be pleased to enrol a few members, and as we do not weigh in or meet on Sun- 
days, our secretary will be glad to afford any information to intending members on 
any Thursday evening at our club-house, The Duke of Norfolk, Norfolk-street, 
Globe-road, Mile End, E.—A. GEORGE. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our supper, fished for on February 15th, took place on Wednesday, the 11th inst., 
when we had an excellent muster of members and friends, and everything passed off 
in capital style, our worthy member and friend, Mr. C. Brown, providing a good and 
substantial repast, everyone being well on the feed. After the cloth was cleared, the 
usual toast was given to the visitors, also a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr, Brown, The remainder of the evening was spent in harmony. Mr, Ducker made 
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a most efficient chairman, ably assisted by Mr. Ray, and Mr. Peckham presided at 
the piano. The following members and friends contributed to a very enjoyable 
evening : Mr. C. Brown, “To-morrow will be Friday,” with great applause ; Mr. 
Wilcox, of the Crown and Buckland, “ Man the Lifeboat,” in grand form, the same 
gentleman later on giving a parody on “Jack’s Yarn,” which pleased the company 
amazingly ; Mr. Peckham, “The Speaker's Eye,” in his amusing style ; Mr. C. Sparrow, 
“The Midshipmite ” ; Mr. Cobb, a solo on the banjo, and the “IJgnoramus Nigger,” 
in comic style ; Mr. Herbert, “ Tell Me I Love Her,” with great effect, and on being 
encored, the same gentleman later on gave us “ Alice, Where art Thou? ”—_had there 
been time he had two or three others equally good; Mr. White, “Only One”’; Mr. 
Sparrow, “ Thy Face I never See”; Mr. E. Saunders, “ The Stowaway,” in grand 
style ; Mr. Cecil, “The old Village Blacksmith” ; Mr. Alexander, “ Pickled Cabbage 
Garden ” ; Mr. Brockwell, “ Father Molloy,” which was well sung ; and last, but not 
least, Mr. Ray, “The Village Blacksmith,” beautifully rendered. N.B.—Mr. Sparrow 
brought up from Cookham a very nice show of roach, 1931b., some scaling 1]b. and 
over.—O, E. MooDIE. 
BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our trays were well filled on the closing day of the season, Mr. Taylor kaving a 
good show of chub and perch from the Thames ; Mr. Cooper a good show of roach ; Mr. 
Elton, roach and dace ; Mr. Constable, dace ; Mr. Brothers, roach ; Mr. Birmingham, 
dace. Onthel3th inst. Mr. Jennings had a days’ lesson at chub fishing, with Mr. P. 
Geen, president of the Angler’s Association, in the Upper Thames, and managed to bag 
over 331b. of splendid chub, some of them over 41b, each, and on the 14th, out with Mr. 
Howe, caught over 201b. of chub.—J. J. 


CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit to the above society took place on Wednesday evening, and was 
well-attended. Mr. G. Evans (Westbourne Park) ably officiated as chairman, faced 
by Mr. Edwin Allen (Cambridge Friendly) as vice. The chairman opened the 
harmony of the evening by effectively singing “The Little Hero.” Once the ball set 
rolling. there was no lack of good talent forthcoming. Each and everyone did their 
utmost to contribute to the success of the evening. The following, among others, 
particularly distinguished themselves: Messrs. E. Allen, Warsop jun., Marlow, 
Robins, Howell, S. Allen, Maynard, Constable, Hart, Howard, Penney, Hobden, 
Burgess, Jackson, Jenkins, Barrett, Jennings, &c. The calling of the roll by Mr. 
Jennings elicited the fact that fifteen societies were represented—viz., Acton and 
Ealing, Bostonian, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Ealing Dean, 
Golden Barbel, Hammersmith United, Marylebone, Norfolk, Prince of Wales, Princess 
of Wales, Queen’s, Trafalgar, and Westbourne Park. <A vote of thanks to the chair- 
man broughta pleasant evening toa close. I must, on behalf of my society, thank 
those gentlemen of societies most heartily for their kind attendance, and the able 
manner in which they responded to the call made on them by the chair and vice-chair 
respectively.— WILLIAM SUTTON, Secretary. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our quarterly meeting, held on the 5th inst., it was decided to have the annual 
supper on March 26th at 8.30 sharp. We have had some very nice shows of fish 
lately, Messrs. Withers and Innis having 401b. odd of jack and one perch (a splendid 
fellow) weighing 21b. 9}0z., taken with a large spoon. Mr. Wilson had 24lb. of very 
handsome roach, a very even lot, averaging 4lb. each ; both of these takes were one 
day only. Mr. Speed brought ina pretty roach 131b. from Egham, taken with worm ; 
it was a picture of health and brightness. Mr. Banfield, in a few hours, had 53]b. 
of dace at Twickenham, and others showed smaller takes. I hope to see many 
anglers and friends (who cannot be at the supper) drop in during the evening, 
where I am sure they will be well entertained. Our large and well-stocked club- 
room will accommodate a great number.—W. MASLIN, sec. ‘ 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting was held at the Swan on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in 
the chair. Tie minutes of the last meeting were, confirmed, and the general busi- 
ness of the society carried out. The chairman had a capital take of jack at Penton 
Hook on Friday of last week, one scaling 13lb., another 101b. 1V0z.; they are now 
with Mr. Cooper for setting up. I had a small jack of 43lb. from the Thames at 
Clewer Point on the closing day. The secretary reported his visit on Thursday, the 
12th inst., to the Burdett and Odds and Evens Clubs, and expressed his pleasure 
with his visits. Mr. R. Ghurney said that those societies were very pleased with a 
visit from the Clapton. A letter was read from Mr. G. Manning stating that a return 
visit would go to the Clapton, which he quite expected would be a very popular visit 
amongst angling societies. I haye therefore to announce the pleasure it gives the 
members of my society to cordially invite the attendance of delegates, sccretaries, 
and members of angling societies generally, but especially those of the No. 1 
Eastern District. The meeting will be on Monday, the 30th inst., at 8 o’clock p.m., 
at our club-house, the Swan, Upper Clapton. I shall arrange for a special tram to 
leave there about 11.30. Mr. W. H. Thomas referred to the splendid “lay-bye” 
water at Ford’s Ferry, and hoped that the Messrs. Day and the keepers would be 
very vigilant in watching such waters during spawning time. Iam pleased to say 
that I have had several offers of assistance in carrying out the re-stocking alluded 
to in my two last reports, and I trust in the course of a week or so to have a rough 
idea sketched out and sent to each angling society. I was very pleased with my 
visit to the Anglers’ Association on Wednesday last; the earnest and practical 
manner in which they carry out their arduous business was yery gratifying to me. 
The complimentary dinner to the River Lea, &c., bailiffs will be, I anticipate, a ‘ big 
success.” It is fixed for the 31st at the Swan; but I presume all clubs are aware of 
the details. This dinner has the Clapton anglers’ unqualified support.—HENRY 
Howsk, hon. sec. 


THE CRESCENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening, the 11th inst., the members of the above association met 
at their club-room, the Giraffe tavern, Newington, 8.E., and, it being the last compe- 
tition of the season, there was a pretty good attendance. Amongst the Sons of 
Zebedee present we noticed Messrs. Hearn, Carr, Joel, Vaughan, Nosworthy, Parrott, 
Wood, Shaw, A. Hayward. Bowers, Elliott, La Feuillade, Ball, Collins, Russell, and 
Gilbert of the Walworth Piscatorial Society, and the secretary (Mr. H. 'T’. T. Ross). 
‘There was an excellent weighing-in of fish for prizes, Mr. La Feuillade carrying off 
first for a jack weighing 91b. 50z., captured at Fettleworth. The second prize was 
awarded to Mr. Elliott for a good take of roach, 8lb. lloz., from the Thames at 
Twickenham. The third fell to Mr. Shaw, 5lb. 12#0z. of roach being the result of 
his day’s sport at Sudbury. Mr. Carr also was the fortunate captor of 3lb. 8}0z. of 
roach from Sudbury. % 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out on Saturday last, but only one met with any 
success—namely, our chairman, Mr. Whitehall, who caught a very nice jack, weighing 
7b, 30z., at Uxbridge.—J. AVON, sec. 





GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Saturday being the last day of the season several members of the above society 
went to various parts of the Thames, and were rewarded with a good day’s sport. 
Among the respective takes weighed in during the evening were two very fine trays 
of roach and perch taken at Staines by Messrs. J. H. and W. Rich, a number of the 
roach caught by the former gentleman (who was also successful in catching a fine 
2lb. chub) scaling over }lb. each.—W. K. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A special smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society 
will be held on Monday, March 30th, chairman Mr, G; Watling, As this will be 





our first concert for the above object, I trust my brother anglers will endeavour to 
support us and make it a success. A host of friends, both vocal and instrumental, 
have promised to attend, to commence at 8 o’clock.—J. A. FITOH, sec. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-Avenue, Basinghall-street, Dr. Brunton in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. J. R. Jones 
was unanimously elected a member of the society. Agreeably with the resolution 
passed at the last meeting, Mr. Parker proceeded to read an introductory paper, in 
which he urged the advisability of angling societies taking up the scientific side of the 
question ; and expressed his opinion that the utmost good was to be derived from 
anglers conferring together as to the different methods of prosecuting the gentle 
art. Mr, Parker followed up this with a short paper on “Jack Rods” ; and the 
chairman (Dr. Brunton) pointed out the adyantages and peculiarities of the different 
kinds of winches. A discussion followed upon each subject, and was joined 
in by Messrs, Bentley, Jones, Lake, Ohlson, and Captain Alfred. A vote 
of thanks having been accorded to Mr. Parker, it was arranged that 
on Tuesday evening next several members would bring their microscopes, and exhibit’ 
specimens connected with fish, and Mr. Ohlson agreed to give a paper on “ Hooks, 
Lines, and Baits in connection with Jack Fishing,” on the 14th April. Mr, Wheel- 
don drew attention to the very serious effect sub-section 6 of Mr. Maskelyne’s Bill 
would have upon anglers if passed into law ; this sub-section provides that it shall 
be unlawful to loiter in any boat or vessel within two hundred yards of the win- 
dows of any riparian residence ; as this would doubtless apply to punts, the effect 
of it would be to do away with angling on the Thames. He urged upon angling 
societies the necessity of immediate and united action. Messrs. Crumplen, Parker, 
and Ghurney explained that the matter was already receiving the attention of the 
Angling Associations, and it was therefore decided, on the motion of Mr. Jones, 
that the Society’s delegates to the Associations should urge those bodies to active 
measures. Mr. Wheeldon very kindly offered to draw up a form of petition to Par- 
liament on the subject, and the delegates promised to report this step to their 
Ayspsipties) The usual vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings, 

HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were busy during the last week of the season fishing for the prizes 
of a club match, the conditions of which were very liberal—viz., Gross weight for 
any one day during the week ; all fish to weigh, any public water, bank or punt, the 
result being : Mr. Alders, Ist prize, with 122lb. of roach from Bourne End; Mr, 
Hobden, 61b. 140z. of chub and roach from Bourne End, taking 2nd prize, and the 
3rd prize fell to Mr. Arnold, with 611b. of jack and perch from Wraysbury Mil). 
Several other members weighed-in fish from various parts of the river. Mr. Geen 
finished up the season with another fine take of chub from the Thames above Oxford, 
and Mr. Geen’s son, fishing by himself at Bourne End, captured a very fine chub of 
nearly 41b. weight first time of fishing that water and first swim. A smoking con- 
cert will take place at our club-room, Builders’ Arms, Bridge-road, on Thursday 
next, March 25, when we hope to have the company of as many brother anglers and 
friends as can come; they will be most welcome, and we can promise them a good 
programme of entertainment.—H. 





KENT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the Kent Angling Association was held in the Council 
Chamber , Town Hall, Kendal, on Wednesday evening. Mr. G. F. Braithwaite (presi- 
dent) in the chair, and among the members present were Messrs. E, M. Braithwaite, 
P, Bateman, H. Beadle, J. Donaldson, G. Fisher, R. Garnett, G. Hutchinson, C, 
Macdonald, J. Nelson, C. Pollitt, G. Ridding, J. Shaw, J. Whitehead, J. Watson, and 
others, The chairman briefly opened the proceedings, and the following extracts 
are from the report read by the hon. secretary (Mr. John Watson) :—‘‘ The committee 
of the Kent Angling Association in presenting its report for the past year begs to 
congratulate its members on the steadily increasing number of angler subscriptions, 
a fact which annually strengthens the institution as rendering it of a more self- 
supporting character. It is probable that during the coming season the association 
waters will even further be extended. The past season was a remarkable one in 
every way. Owing to causes which cannot be controlled, the season must be pro- 
nounced the worst for many years past. March was April-like in character—a warm 
fishing month with good-conditioned waters. Altogether the season opened auspiciously, 
and good takes were had of bright, well-fed fish. The month was taken up by fly- 
fishing, ‘March Browns’ prevailing. Light and dark Snipe proved most destructive. 
April angling approached that of March, but towards the end of the month began 
to go back. The Black Gnat came on about the third week, but in limited quantities 
May brought a considerable flood, and this proved to be the last. Bright weather 
now commenced and continued. This proved to be the beginning of the long and 
memorable drought—such a one as has not been since 1848, the average rainfall never 
having been so low since that year. During the May flood many sea fish entered the 
lower parts of the river—a fact noticed as exceptionally early for the district. 
Throughout the rest of May clear days and cold nights prevailed, with river getting 
low, this preventing evening fishing, or renderingit very poor. The Black Gnat went 
back quickly. The local May-fly (stone-fly) made its appearance about the 19th, and 
with it a few of the older anglers had good takes. In the north, however, this fly never 
seems so destructive as in Southern streams. June fishing was almost ni/. The heat and 
the drought continued ; fishing was out of the question during the day, and owing to 
the river becoming so low, night fishing was reduced to the same level. “Dibbing,” 
which does not hold much favour here, was productive of a few good fish, The 
clouds of white gnats did not make their usual appearance during this month, and 
the large-winged evening flies were conspicuous by their absence, July was 
memorable. Drought continued, the river became almost dry, the watchers were 
unable to cope with circumstances, and fish died by hundreds. The higher reaches 
of the river were completely dried up, In deep dubs where fish were congregated 
scores were seen to be in a dead and dying condition. Many anglers assisted, and by 
their help many immature fish were rescued. At this time legitimate fishing came 
to a standstill. Conditions in August were worse, if that were possible, than in 
July. No relief had come in the shape of rain. At the latter end of the month a 
little was done among the sea-fish at the Waste. With September matters began to 
improve. A flood early in the month put the streams back to their natural con- 
dition. Some good trout were taken—especially in the upper reaches of the Kent. 
Owing to the rain in the hills the water was in a dirty and unsuitable condition, as 
it could hardly be otherwise after the long hot summer. October brought the end 
of the season—the worst for many years. Though like the opening, the close of the 
season was good, a quantity of trout being killed. With regard to salmon, the net 
at the estuary of the Kent had fairly good takes at the beginning of the season, 
though these fell off in numbers as the season progressed. Our anglers did nearly 
nothing among sea-fish with rod and line. In conclusion. we may look forward to 
a fairly prosperous season. A good number of trout were seen on the spawning- 
beds, though this period was much later than usual, and they remained but a shoit 
time. The chairman remarking upon the report, said it was gratifying to find that 
there was a considerable length of river over which they had the privilege of fishing, 
They could not look too favourably upon the occupation of angling. It was often said 
that it should be considered a great boon ‘to the working man, but so it was also to 
gentlemen and to all who chose to join that association. It not only gave pleasure, 
but education as well, for the more they became acquainted with the beauties of 
nature the more their minds were enlarged, There was yet a great deal to be ac- 
complished in connection with the study of pisciculture, and there was one thing he 
Was very anxious to know more about. Why was it that there were now in some 
of the Scotch rivers fresh-run salmon trout high up in the tributaries? Did they 
remain all the rest of the year in the upper waters of the Tweed, for instance, or 
did they come down and return again to spawn? They knew that some of those 
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fish did not keep up their condition in fresh water so well as they did in salt water, 
and he could not meet with any explanation of this matter. In the Kent, and he 
believed it was the same in the Lune, the fish did not go up until June or July, and 
he should be glad if members would take up this and other questions which required 
to be studied. Mr. Fisher moved the reappointment of the committee, which was 
seconded, and, with the addition of one or two names, the motion was adopted. The 
chairman proposed the re-election of Mr. Watson as secretary, and spoke in compli- 
mentary terms of the manner in which the duties of the office had been performed. 
The motion was seconded and carried, and Mr. Watson acknowledged the compli- 
ment. Mr. Whitehead moved the reappointment of Mr. Hutchinson as treasurer, 
which was seconded by Mr. Pollitt, who said he could remember some twenty years 
ago and upwards, when he was Mr. Hutchinson’s yokefellow, and for the whole 
length of time he had held office, he (the speaker) could bear testimony to the 
assiduity with which he had discharged his duties for the good of the association.— 
Carried, A brief conversation arose upon one or two questions connected with the 
subject of angling, and the usual votes of thanks brought the proceedings to a close. 








LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our party to the Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, mustered 19 on Wednesday afternoon, 
March llth. We left Lime-street Station at 4.5 p.m., ina saloon carriage of the L. 
and N. W. The company, in accordance with our suggestion, had put in two tables 
with folding leaves, which wasa great improvement, and had also put in two venti- 
lators, and made the carriage quite nice. We got through all right, put up at The 
Cross Keys, partook of the first-class tea laid before us by host Bangh, and felt new 
‘men. The evening was passed in various pleasant ways, some indulging in a game 
at “nap,” but most taking a stroll, and smoking the pipe of peace and contentment. 
The start next morning was fixed for 8 o’clock, and some time before that hour the 
great majority had breakfasted, and were busy making preparations for the 
slaughter of the innocents. The water was found somewhat high, but very clear ; 
the sun shone brightly, and a cold, searching east wind blew pretty strongly all day, 
and the fly-fishing was almost a failure. On weighing in at 7 p.m., it was found that 
the bottom fishers had done pretty well; but the fly-fishers hada poor show. The 
scales gave the following results :—Trout and grayling : E. Chandler, 1 ; H. Leaman, 
2; R. Sergencson, 3. Coarse fish: R. Robert, 1; R. Wilson, 2; J. Rawsthorne, 3. 

. Weighing-in over, we sat down and thoroughly enjoyed one of those dinners that 

‘have made Mr, and Mrs. Baugh famous, and which are just the thing to put beforea 
hungry angler after 9 to 10 hours’ fishing and tramping. Oh! don’t they peg away at 
it—just! It takes the busy and willing hands ot the waiting-maids all their time to 
keep the company supplied with ground bait, and I should think the arms of the 
carvers must ache ere the cry is “ Hold, enough.” Then comes the quiet and soothing 
smoke, the half-hour’s rest from their labour, and the party assemble at the station, 
take possession of their saloon, which has been waiting for them from the previous 
night, and away they roll to the dust, smoke, and toil of Liverpool, leaving the 
lovely, peaceful, and healthy country behind._4R. WOOLFALL, Hon. Sec. 


NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual smoking concert of above society will be held at the club-house on 
Wednesday next, 25th inst., at 8 sharp, when a choice selection of glees, duets, and 
songs will be given. Chair will be taken by Mr. J. Petchy; pianoforte, Mr. 
Symonds. Admission by programmes only, to be obtained at the house, or of the 
secretary—THOS, BUCKINGHAM, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Charles Parsons ended the season very well, showing from the Thames a 
bream of 3lb. 90z. on the closing day. Members would oblige the committee by 
paying in, as early as possible, the prizes promised.—-GADFLy. 


PERSEVERANCE ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

By the kind permission of Mr. W. Bull, of the Every Arms, the above club fished 
the last match of the season in the canal at Egginton. The party were conveyed to 
the scene of action in one of the ‘busses belonging to the Tram Company. ‘fhe day 
was beautifully fine, and the anglers had some capital sport, several perch being 
taken. After fishing the allotted time, the party adjourned to the Every Arms, 
where they partook of refreshments. A start was then made for home, and they 
reached the clubhouse, the Tailors’ Arms, Green Hill, about half-past seven o’clock. 
The weigh-in then took place, and the following took the first six prizes: Messrs. 
Mozley, Hall, Bagnall, Fellows, sen., Fellows, jun.,and D, Walker. Mr. Martin, of 
London-street, gave a trout bait for an extra prize.—T. GREENSMITH, sec. 


PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The ordinary fortnightly meeting of this club was held at the Old English Gen- 
tleman Inn, on Monday last. Mr. Cadman occupied the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. Messrs. J. Hirst, F. E. Archer, and G, 
Beach were proposed and seconded for membership, and their election will be 
proceeded with at the next meeting. It was decided that no alteration should be 
made in the charge for new members during close time. The chairman referred to 
the proposed meeting at the Mansion House respecting the Pollution of Rivers, and 
the secretary stated he would endeavour to attend same.—J. WHYMAN, hon. sec. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thursday, the 12th inst., was the last competition of the season pr‘or to the close 
time. The members had a whole day of it with a roving commission. Some went 
to Selham, others to Swashley, Aldinghorne, and Chichester. At the latter place no 
fish was recorded as sizeable. It is a notable fact that there have been less fish taken 
out of the canal during the outgoing season than for many years past, and it is very 
likely the Portsmouth Waltonians will abandon this place in the future for “ fresh 
fields and pastures new,’ it being a common saying that the canal has been 
“thoroughly thrashed out.” At the weighing-in at the club-room the same evening 
the winners declared were—Mr. Fulljames, Ist, roach ; Mr, Knight, 2nd, roach ; and 
Mr. Buck, roach, 3rd. The club have also the pleasure of announcing that last 
week they successfully put in their water at Dwytord (a stretch of about two miles 
and a half of the river Rother, which is rented by the society) four hundred year- 
ling trout, in splendid condition, supplied by Mr, Andrews, of Guilford.—DAaaeEr- 
WOOD, 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Next Tuesday night a smoking concert will be given, and the following Tuesday 
_ night the prizes will be distributed. On both occasions members will be entitled to 
invite friends, On the distribution night we meet at eight o’clock instead of nine, 
there being such a number of prizes to be handed over that we are in doubt as to 
whether it would be possible to get the business over by the usual time without 


such an arrangement, Mr, Schmidt was very lucky on the last day of the season, 
—wW. H. RIDER, 


STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

Our members seem determined to make the closing days of the fishing season this 
year anything but a blank, for last week and this we have had some fine trays of 
fish exhibited in our club-room, Mr. W. Ellis, two perch, 2lb. 20z., heaviest 11b. 7oz. ; 
eight roach, 3lb. 130z.; Mr. W. R. Humby, one jack, 2lb. 13%0z.; perch, 541b. ; 
thirteen roach, 61b. 6f0z.; two rudd, 13%o0z. ; five roach, 2lb. 640z. ; one perch, 4402. ; 
eighty roach, 531b. 630z., eleven of the heaviest fish weighing over Ilb. each, three 
largest 1lb. 90z., 1lb. 6$0z., 1lb. 5402; Mr. C. Scull, twenty-two roach, 15lb. 2oz., 
five heaviest over Ilb.; fifteen roach, 7lb. 8%0z.; and eighty-one roach weighing 
56lb. lljoz.; ten fish over 1lb., and the heaviest Ilb. 7}0z., 1lb. 7o0z., 1lb. 5o0z. ; 
twenty-one of Mr. Scull’s fish weighed 22lb, 740z.; Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, six perch, 
3lb, 11jo0z., largest 1b, 930z,; twenty-nine roach, 13lb, l5oz,; Mr, A. Wrightson, 





nine pike, 391b. 1loz., heaviest, a very fine specimen weighing 15lb. ; two perch, 
1lb, 7oz., and three ditto, 11b. 5toz., 11b. 3f0z., and 90z. Members are reminded that 
the annual general meeting is fixed for 25th inst. at 8 p.m., and it is earnestly 
requested that they will endeavour to comply with the wishes of the committee as 
a in the circular, a copy of which has been sent to every member.— 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Mr. Redman, on Tuesday, had some perch and dace from the Grand Junction 
Canal. Mr. Lawes, on Friday, weighed in some perch and roach from the Thames, 
On Saturday, Messrs. Beak, Smith, and Palmer fished a match in the Ravensbourne, 
the result being that Mr. Beak was the winner with three fine roach, Mr. Smith 
close behind his heels with some dace; Mr. Palmera blank. Why so? Because he 
would not use the Natural Date Coffee. All members are requested to attend on 
Saturday evening for important business.—H. T. 


WALTONIANS. 
The members of the above society had their closing contest on Saturday, 
March 14, at Rushton, winner of the first prize being Mr. J, Robinson, pike 2lb., the 
only fish caught in the contest.—T. T., sec. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

Several of the members of this society were out for the last two or three days 
previous to the 15th inst., with more or less success. Mr. Berger visited Bourne 
End, and bagged seven jack weighing 22lb., largest 5lb., and returned several 
smaller fish. Mr. HW. Hulbert, fishing with Plummer, of Monkey Island, in the hopes 
of securing some chub, soon found, notwithstanding the temptations, pith and 
brains, they were not on the feed ; he was, however, rewarded with a very nice lot 
of perch and a jack of 31h. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The pegged-down match on the Sth inst. resulted as follows: Mr. Phillips, first ; 
Mr. Jenner, second ; and Mr. Crocker, third. Since then the members have been 


busy, but the txkes small, 


Mr. Wright, roach and dace, 2lb, 1302. 
the 12th Mr. Hills, roach, 341b., including one of 1b. 7oz. 


On the 10th Mr, Norbury had roach and perch, 71h. 602. ; 
; and Mr. Harris, a jack of 2Ib. 6302, 


On 
On the last day Mr. Hop- 


kins weighed in 3lb. 1340z., and Mr. Wright 7lb. 2j0z. of roach, dace, and perch. 


The diztribution will take place about the end of April. 


Any prizes not yet sent in 


should be forwarded before the lst of April.—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec, 





TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 
AND 
YEARLINCS 
Of S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 


For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House Guiidford. 





' 64, CORNHILL, 


PERILS ABOUND ON Every SIDE. 
Ths kailway — Passengers’ 
Assurancs Company 


Insures against ACCIDENTS of all KINDS—On 
LAND or WATER, and has THE LARGEST IN- 
VESTED CAPITAL, THE LARGEST INCOME. 
and pays yearly THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF 
COMPENSATION of any Accidental Assurance 
Company. 

Chairman, Harvie M. Farquhar, Esq. 

Apply to the Clerks ut the Railway Stations, the 
Local Agents, or West-end Office, $, Grand Hote] 
Buildings, Charing Cross, or at the Head Office, 64 
CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C. 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 





ESTABLISHED 1851, 
ILRKBECK BAN K— 


) Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usua 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for. keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand, 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 





charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities, 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
March 31st, 1884, 





The Firkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual xeceipts exceed Five Millions 





OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 

: FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possessien and no Rent to pay, Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

J OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 

MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 

Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOCIETY 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 





NGLING, SPORTING, HUNTING 
FOWLING, and FISHING. — A 
Catalogue of Books on the above subjects 
(just published) for two stamps. Also 
Books in various departments of litera- 
ture.—Address, W. MILLER, 6, Stanley- 


HULLAND FISHERY, 
ASHBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE. 


SEASON 1885, 





EYED OVA. 

8. Levenensis .. Per Thousand 15s. 
S. Fario ae 15s. 
FRY, 

&, I evevensis Per Thoueand £1 5s. 
S. Fario RA. 2 £1 5s. 
YEARLINGS 
To be delivered in December next. 

S. Levenensis .. Per Tnousand £15. 


8. Fario, per thousand, £12 10s. to £15. 
Feeding Machine for Fry & Yearlings. 
The machine is designed te distribute the food 
to the fish gradually, and answers the purpose 
admirably. The agitator is driven by the supply 
water falling ona water wheel; the valve for re- 
gulating the supply of food is worked quite inde- 
pendently of the wheel, and can be regulated to any 
degree of “fine ” or “ heavy ” feeding. 
Hatchin:, Rearing, and Feeding 
Apparatus 
Of every description kept in stock, For prices and 
every information, apply to THE MANAGER. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 
Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order, 
Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACE, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 


THE 


GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


‘SAVED WY LIFE,’ 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
Jent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s. 8d., 
1ls., and 21s, each. 
H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 


NO FISHING CLUBS.—An_ Old- 
Established Club requiring a first- 

class ROOM, with every accommodation 
and attention at a well-known Tavern 
near to Holborn Viaduct.—Apply to G. 











road, Ball’s Pond-road, Islington, Lon-|R., 20, Georgiana-street, Camden Town, 


don, N, 


i N.W. 


WM. S. KINIBALL & C0., 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 


EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES & TOBACCO 
CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES, 


The finest Virginia Cigarette ever 
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We 


<i 





produced, For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 
and Tobacco are unsurpassed, They are the most 
popular of all the American Brands. 


SOLD IN 


ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, 


WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAN & CO.,, 


121, Queen Victoria 


Street, London, EC, 





10,006 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 
and all other 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish, 


To be obtained Everywhere. 


OFFICES : — 20, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 

GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d.each, Post Free, 9d. 
“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2Ib. 
tench, a 2)b, eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fl) 
season.” —FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883, 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884. 

LINES.—Gut, 8 yards, 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 rds, 8d. to 1s, 9d., twisted do. 
1s. 6d. each ; Hair’,3 yards, 3d. and 4d. ; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Line, 25 yards, 1 s, 3d., and ls. 6d. ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard ; Good 
Gut, 12in., Ils. per hank, about 100 strips, 14in.,: 
1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s. 6d.; 12in., 3s. 6d.;> 
l4in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Eel hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal 
Hooks, 1s. 100, 

FLIES.—Best Trout, 11d. doz., on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d, doz. ; chub flies, 13d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, ls. each; gimp do., 10d. 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s. 
winch fittings, 1s. 9d, and 2 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 3, 68.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., and 15s. 6d. The 
** Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d. and 21s. 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2hin., 3s. 6d. ; 8in.,5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or frout Reels, 23in., 5s, 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s.6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s, 8d. Full-sized leather 
fly books, from 1s. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14 yards, 1s. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTE, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s. Seenotice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885. 

Postage extra on all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 
Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


GLOUCESTER. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
at London Prices. 


Gossamer Gut Lines, 3 yards tapered, and any 
colour, 8d, each. Crystal and all other hooks to 
gut to match lines, 9d. per doz. 
gossamer gut, 1s. 31. per doz. Chub Flies, ls. 6d. 
per doz, The Marston Trout Rods, made in Green- 
heart, 17s, 6d. and 21s. The Patent “Sliced” 
Hooks, to best gut, ls. per dez, 


TOM HARRIS, 
7, BERKELEY STREET, GLOUCESTER. 


Baits all the year round, 


Metal 




















» rung, Is. 34., rung, 
Bamboo roach and 








8d., 4d., and 6d. each ; 


Trout Flies to’ 


KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.RIEL.,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as itisa notorious faet that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,’’ by which they 

entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” butitis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
in Packets, 8d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 
Wom. than G, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, E. 

Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


iBarla Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 84 miles, from Dulver- 
ton-bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets: 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. Gd.; Month, 5s.; Season, 
10s. 64. An additional 10s. 6d, for Salmon Fishing. 
Tickets can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb 
Hotels.”’ Good Hotels and Private Lodgings, 
Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and Barle,— 
Further information of 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec., 
DULVERTON, 


TO OWNERS OF SEA AND ESTUARY 
FORESHORES. 


A New System for Fattening Rapidly (without 
providing food), Growing and Keeping Alive ona 
Stormy Coast, Edible Molluscs, including Oysters 
and Mussels, in a sea firth, loch, estuary, or mouth 
ofariver. Apply to 


C. W. HARDING, 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 

















THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting, 

_Tue Forest anp Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tien among gentlemen the world over It stands at the 
head ot all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture 

Game Bag and Gun. Tbe Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing. ‘The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each, 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum; 10s. 6d, for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrest anv Srream PvuBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sampson Low, MarsTon, Szarze, and RivINGTON, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


























THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GOOD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 


RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 


Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEW 4RK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
ranted perfect action and finish, 4s., 5s., 6s.,7s.,and 
8s. each. 

Superior finished Salmon Rods, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s. ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Superior finished Greenheart Fly, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s, 6d.,9s., and 10s. each. 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s, 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits,from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s. to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackle at the very cheapest 
rate. 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 


a a TT TE 
PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS, 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 
EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL, ILLS, 
“ Dec, 24th, 1883. 

ADE’S “Ihave been troubled with ILLS, 


gout for the last forty years, 

ADE’S andin that time been under 

nine doctors, and tried many 

ADE’S so-called ‘never - failing’ pe 
remedies, but I found no relief 

ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S ILLS, 
PILLS, and since then I have 

ILLS. 


ADE’S ailed nothing. . 
pu 


(Signed) 
“TW. LONSDALE, 
“22, St. John-st., Preston,” 
5 lace 
Do not be persuaded to take 
ADE’S any other Pills for the above p=. 
distressing painful disorders, 
ADE’S as “ Eade’s” have been proved prs 
by thousands to be the safest 
ADE’S and most effectual remedy, 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
Bo cine vendors, in bottles,1s, 13d, 
and 2s. 9d, 
GEORGE EADKH,72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, 


Wonderful Medicine, 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
seurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
and all nervous and 


ILLS. 


ADE’S 





ADE’S 


ILLS. 
ILLS, 





sleep, frightful dreams, 
trembling sensations, &ce. The’ first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands of cases. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, and they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without. them, 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAWM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health, : 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act likes‘ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe, These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BRECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed. 

CAUTION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words ““BEKCHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of th? Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T. Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s. 13d. and 2s. 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 86 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom, , 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box. 





BAMBRIDGE’S NEW CAST-DAMPER BOX 


See FisHinec GAzEeTrn, January 10th, 
1885, which says :—‘ Fly-fishers will find 
this Cast-Damper Boxa boon.”—Price, post 
free, 1s. 8d. each, of B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 
“The Thames Trout,” Eton-on-Thames. 





“ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Pish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being allit pretends 

be.”—FISHING GAZETTE. ‘ 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight,7 to 8oz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, As. 8d., for Cash only, 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra, 
Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 8 
joints, price 9s, 6d. 
l yard gut cast, 1s. 8d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s,5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. 
per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100 ; 2s, per 50; and 7d. per dozen , © 

Trout gut, 9d., 1s.4d.and 1s, 10d.; Salmon, 5s. 
per 100, 

H. BOOTH, 13, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, epee: 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 
SHOW Rooms :— 


149, LATE 371, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


JAMES OGDEN 


FLY-TYING. 


“This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and fish catching.” 
—FISHING GAZETTE. 








Can be had, post free, by sending 2s. 6d. in stampsto 
SAMPSON LOW and CO., 
188, Fleet Street, London, , 


FLIES. 


DEVON BLUE UPRIGHTS kill throughout the 
season, and in almost all waters (try them). Post 
Free, 1s. 6d. per dozen, 


C. W. NELDER, 


Carnarvon Arms Angling Quarters, 


DULVERTON STATION. 
DEE is : 


Derby Patent... 
LIVE-BAIT HARNESS 


ls. 6d. HACH, POST FREE. 


The Excelsior or Deyon Salmon Spinner has 
taken more Salmon from the Trent last Season 
than any other bait ever known. One fisherman 
took no less than seventeen, The colour oa the 
spinners is most suitable for the fish. Price, with 
twisted gut trace and lead, 2s. 6d. each ; trout size, 
2s, each. Price list, post free, 


W. A. MARTIN. 


8, LONDON ROAD, DERBY. - 


Gs ca ae igo for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort,.is much used by Sports- 
men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies, 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and Is. each, : 


Wholesale by PRICE’Ss PatmeNT CANDLE 
ComPANyY, Limited, London, 
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ESTABLISHED (8i7. 


DUCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


24s, per Gall. | ora cerioge aia.’ 488, per Dozen, 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


| McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, F.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen. ) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- Lo 
tive of Cold SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
FREE from FUSEL OI. 


yA Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
~ Wine Merchants and Retailers. 
















SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


J DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZE rR, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is $s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 


: ey oe part of Hurope, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
is 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZLETTH, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Trish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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NEEDLE-EYED AND TURNED-UP EYED TROUT-HOOKS 
AND A NEW METHOD OF KNOTTING. 
By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 


OF all the subjects connected with the pleasure of fly-fishing, and, 
it may also be added with truth, its efficiency, there is none which 
has so direct and practical a bearing as that of the general adoption of 
metal loops of some form or other—whether straight, needle-eyed, 
(as recently suggested experimentally by myself), or looped and 
turned-up as used and recommended by your able correspondent, 
Mr. H. S. Hall. I make no apologies, therefore, for returning to 
this question, though, seeing how much and how ably it has been 
written upon by your other correspondents, I should not do so if I 
did not think I had something more or less new to add to the results 
of former discussions, and that of a kind likely to be of direct 
interest to fly-fishers of all shades of opinion. 

It may be in the memory of some of your readers that I expressed, 
in a previous communication to the FISHING GAZETTE, the opinion 
that Mr. Hall’s knot for attaching his flies, and which was illustrated 
by diagrams, was, however excellent when tied, too complex in 
practice to be available for the ordinary fly-fisher ; and that this was 
the most serious objection I found to the general introduction of the 
turned-up eye for small trout hooks. The sort of in-and-out process 
required to knot the hook to the line by the attachment in question 
—the only one, N.B., hitherto made public, that produces a correct 
set of the fly—is difficult enough when carried out on a bare hook 
or in the angler’s sanctum after dinner ; but the difficulty is increased 
tenfold beside the trout stream, when, perhaps, a gale is blowing, or 
the half-thawed frost and a March morning are reminding the fisher- 
man of the old saying about “all his fingers being thumbs.” 

I record this as my individual opinion. The experience of others, 
who have, perhaps, had larger practice in attaching the flies, may be 
different, and as a matter of fact; I am aware that many first-rate 
fly-fishers “swear by” Mr. Hall’s eyed-hooks and profess to 
experience no inconvenience whatever in connection with the above 
knotting-on of the gut. ' 

With all deference, however, to the skilful and practised fly-fishers 


who can tie the gut on thus to the turned-up eye hook, I cannot but 
feel that my own essays in the matter more nearly represent, in all 
probability, the difficulties of the ordinary run of trout-fishers in 
dealing for the first time with eyed-hooks ; and, following out a 
suggestion made to me by Mr. H. R. Francis, the accomplished 
author of “The Fly-Fisher and ‘His Library,” I set to work to get 
some hooks made with actual needle eyes—that is, eyes drilled 
straight through the point of the shank as in the case of the needle— 
by which the inconvenience in question would be overcome. After 
a good deal of trouble I succeeded in obtaining, through the assist- 
ance of Messrs. Warner and Son, of Redditch, specimens of bona- 
fide needle eyed-hooks of the desired bend and pattern. 

In these needle eyed-hooks—which, I may mention, were 
manufactured out of actual needles—all the difficulties incident to 
the complicated nature of the different processes of knotting on the 
gut were, of course, entirely obviated, the gut being simply threaded 
straight through the eye of the hook like a piece of cotton through 
the eye of a sewing needle, and then being fastened with a double 
“half hitch.” 

By this mode of fastening it appeared, first, that the fly would 
swim perfectly straight, and, therefore, at least as well as the 
turned-up eye ; secondly, that the knot and hook-eye combined were 
considerably smaller; and, thirdly, that the casting-line could be 
attached to the fly with facility and rapidity even under the most 
unfavourable conditions of wind and weather. 

And, now, having received the first consignment of my 
needle-eyed hooks from Messrs. Warner, neatly labelled and 
docketed for ready reference, I fancied my troubles were over, and 
that I had at length arrived at approximate perfection, in the one 
item, at least, of metal-eyed trout-hooks. Alas! for the vanity of 
human hopes, or, I should, perhaps, say, inventor’s anticipations: I 
found that, as regards the four smallest sizes, 000, 00, 0, and 1, I had 
only substituted one “ knotting-on” difficulty for another; the eyes 
of these sizes were so minute that even the finest gut could not be 
persuaded, without much difficulty (and often not at all), to pass 
through them. There was nothing for it but to make the eyes of 
these small sizes in the form of horizontal loops, so that they might 
still be threaded on to the gut needle-wise, and if not quite so small 
and neat as the veritable needle-eyes, would be yet quite small 
enough for practical efficiency, and would equally overcome my béte 
noir, the “in-and-out” knot-fastening. This, it must be admitted, 
they did very effectually, and I could attach the casting-line to my 
horizontal loops, even the tiniest sizes, without the smallest difficulty 
or delay. But somehow my satisfaction at this result was incomplete ; 
I could not help feeling that a Jenny Spinner tied on a 000 hook had 
a disproportionately Jong head. But, then, was not this only the 
neck after all? And was there ever a fly without a neck ? 
Anatomically, if not entomologically, the proposition was undeniable ; 
and yet, somehow, I could not regard my long-headed Syren with 
an eye of affection. . . . 

At this juncture I happened to stroll into Mr. Farlow’s shop, when 
his representative called my attention to some very delicate and 
artistic rubber-bodied flies of his dre ssing, tied on Mr, Hall’s.turned- 
up eyed-hooks. I agreed with him cordially as to their manifold 
attractivenesses, yet felt that veracity compelled me to add, “ But 
the difficulty in knotting on the gut to those turned-up eyes, by the 
river bank, will, I fear, prevent their ever coming into really general 
use.” 

“Well, sir,” he replied, “I am not so sure of that. I can show 
youa way of knotting on the gut that can be done in half a minute, 
and just as well at the waterside as on this counter.” 

I confess I took no pains to conceal my incredulity. He soon 
convinced me, however, that he was right; his fastening is simply 
perfect, and I shall never use any other in future for the smallest 
sized trout-hooks. Here is the plan of fastening, which resolves itself 
into two divisions. 

The first point is to get a good clear view of the eye, free from 
wings, hackles, &c. To effect this Mr. Farlow employs an oval- 
shaped piece of thin, stiffish, white leather, which I have christened 
“Farlow’s Fly-protector,’ marked A in Fig. 1, lfin. long by 
1 3-l6in. wide, with a round hole, B, clean-punched in the centre, 
3-32in. in diameter, or large enough to allow a No. 5 shot to pass 





through. Into this hole the loop of the fly, C, is pushed some little 
-way—sufficient to press back the feathers and leave the eye 
unencumbered. The fly then being held in the left hand atthe bend 


of the hook, and the leather “ protector” in its proper place with the 
right hand, the protector is doubled back so as to hold the fly 
securely, and is transferred to the left hand. By this hand the protector 
and fly inside, with the loop protruding through the hole, are now 
securely held, whilst the second part of the process—the attachment 
of the gut—is proceeded with in comfort. 

The mode of attachment of the gut is as follows :— 

The gut being well soaked, push about 2in. of the end D upwards 
through the hook-eye ; pass it round under the hook-shank, and 
slip the point wnderneath the central link of gut, K, between the loop 
and the head of the fly. Then draw the central link tight, and 
cut off the superfluous gut end to within 1-16th of an inch of the 
knot. Now pull the leather protector completely over the hook and 
body of the fly backward, and so off, 

A little care is desirable in holding the fly smoothly in the leather 
to prevent ruffling the feathers unnecessarily ; and to the same intent 
a piece of leather, with a smooth, hardish surface, and not too thick 
—such, for instance, as that used in book-binding—is a desideratum. 
Fig. 2 shows the completed knot magnified, and Fig. 3 a facsimile of 
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the actual fly itself and the attachment described, natural size. 
Nothing can well be simpler or more effective than the above 
fastening, which is also, of course, smaller than the in-and-out 
method, inasmuch as there is no knot of any kind outside the metal 
loop. It has also the further advantage of being detached in a 
moment when it is desired to change flies. In order, however, to make 
the fastening to the best advantage, it is necessary that the loop 
should, as in the ease of the loop in the salmon hooks, be set nearly, 
but not quite, at a right angle, and also that the loop should spring 
sharp from a perfectly straight shank without any preliminary 
inclination upwards. 

The loop itself should also be as small as possible, both for the sake 
of neatness, and to bring the gut in a true line with the hook-shank. 
A large or a thick loop does not seem to “hold” equally well, or to 





float equally straight, and for this reason I prefer the straight 
needle-eyes, not turned-up, for all sizes larger than, say, Nos. 1 or 2; 
pad “a my patterns I have confined the turned-up eye to 000, 00, 0, 
and 1. 

T really fail to see what objection the most fastidious can raise to 
flies dressed on these hooks and fastened in this manner, whilst the 
advantages in many most important particulars are self-evident. 

The result of knotting on the gut is, as is well known, to strengthen 
it at the point where it is most liable to fray and become weakened. 
It is also the point at which the parting arises at the flicking off of 
the fly, an unluckily too frequent occurrence. With the gut knotted 
on to the hook—whether the eye be turned up or needle shape—the 
result isthe same: namely, that this point becomes the strongest 
instead of the weakest on the line, and that the flicking off of the 
fly is a matter of comparatively rare occurrence. Another great 
advantage is the saving of time in changing flies (by avoiding the 
soaking of the gut in the mouth beforehand, &c., &c.), and of still 
greater importance the avoidance of the unsightly strand of gut, 
possibly of different colour or different thickness to the rest of the 
casting line, at the very point where uniformity and extreme 
perfection, both in taper and tint, are most desirable. 

Who was the actual inventor of the knot, or rather fastening, I 
have described, I was unable to ascertain. I certainly do not remember 
to have met with it in any book or sporting periodical: but Mr. 
Farlow informed me that several of his Hampshire customers use it 
and nothing else. My own share in the matter was confined to 
suggesting the enlarged clean-punched hole in the “ protector,” by 
which means the protector is able to be slipped backwards off the 
fly when it is knotted on. With small hole originally used in the 
invention as shown to me, this was apparently impossible, and the 
protector could only be used in attaching flies to separate strands of 
gut. The great object is, of course, to attach them to the actual end 
of the casting-line itself. 
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OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


THERE is every promise of good sport for Thames trout anglers this season. 

Fish were never more plentiful, and in spite of the severe weather many fine 

trout have been seen feeding, 
* * * * * 

Last season many a fine Thames trout was lost through the use of over-fine 
tackle, and several good anglers we know do not intend to be “ caught” again 
in this way. 

* * * * 

The “ Growlers’ Fishing Club ” is the title of a society recently formed at 
Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. ; 
* * * * * 

Some anglers were discussing a question the other day, which is of consider- 
able interest to all who fish the Thames. It was whether or not an angler 
should be allowed to put into his punt-well all the fish he catches, even if under 
the standard size. One well-known frequenter of the river said he considered 
it a hardship to be obliged to return undersized fish at once instead of at the 
end of the day, as it is a well-known fact that it often spoils your sport if you 
return the fish while you are fishing ; more especially is this the case when 
perch fishing, There are two sides to every question, and although we know 
the angler referred to would scorn to keep a fish under the standard, all anglers 
are not so scrupulous, and the practice of keeping the fish to sort out in the 
dusk after a day’s fishing would unquestionably lead to illegal retention of fish 
below the standard sizes. Again, how could Mr. Brougham look after his babies 
if the only time he could do so was at dusk, when the angler was leaving to 
catch his train? We fear it would go hard with an angler who gave as his 
excuse for retaining undersized fish that he intended to return them to the 


water when he had done fishing, though it is quite true that to do so often 
interferes with his sport. 
* * * * 

Swans are lovely—nuisances, at least to the angler. In past years we have 
had our say against their depredations on the Thames, and now a Northern 
angler, ‘‘ Glendale,” complains that they are robbing the Till. Here is his 
grumble in his own words : “ As an angler, I wish to say a word on the scarcity 
of trout in the river Till. My opinion is that five or six swans that are con- 
stantly cruising on the river are gobbling up the spawn as fast as 1t comes to 
life. What the bill of the swan misses we have Mr. Pike, with his catclaw 
masticators, lying in ambush for at every turn, which are numerous, ready to 
pounce upon anything less than himself. By his determination that nothing 


should escape, I, in three cases, have known him lose his life by his audacious ~ 


attempt te take the spoil from the angler, he being caught by the same steel 
and brought to bank. I am informed by an eye witness that they were in 
force at a certain point on Ford water devouring the smolts coming down last 
year, and some of the officials drew the net round three pikes. It is needless to 
say that they were crammed to the teeth with smolts. Now, Sir, bait fishing is 
strictly prohibited on this water. In my opinion, it ought to be encouraged. 
We have a free and open water on Milfield estate, and Sir Horace is good at 
giving cards to those who ask on Ewart waters. But we can go no further. The 
Glen from Ewart upwards is strictly preserved. Then we have College closed 
against us, where there might be a chance of a fry ; and I think Mr. Pike 
knows this fact, for he never visits the sacred waters.” 
ae ae 3 35 # 

Very little indeed has been attempted in this country in connection with the 
culture of sea fish, doubtless because we have such a plentifnl supply of them 
at present that man’s interference is unnecessary. Nevertheless, it is interest- 
ing to note that H.M.S. Jackal arrived in Rothesay Bay recently from Bal- 
lantrae fishing grounds, bringing with her a small shoal of live herring, which 
were turned into one of the large tanks in the Aquarium. The herring are in 
fine condition and quite lively. A quantity of herring ova spawned on the 
way from Ballantrae, and put on sheets of glass, was also brought ashore and 
deposited, under the direction of Mr. Brooks, Naturalist to the Fishery Board, 
in one of the small ornamental tanks in the Aquarium, where there is a quiet 
but constant flow of sea-water. The managers of the Aquarium have kindly 
given the use of the institution to the Fishery Board, and the experiments will 
be conducted by Mr. Brooks and his assistant, Mr. Binnie. Profes:or Cossar 
Ewart’s steam yacht, Chymiria, has also arrived on the West Coast, and will be 
engaged in dredging and otherwise in connection with the experiments carried 
on at Rothesay and Tarbert. Millport will also, we unlerstand, be made a 
station for experiments ; but the Aquarium at Rothesay will be the chief 
centre for operations, and doubtless the progress of the experiments will be 
watched with much interest by scientists and others. , 

* * * *k 

As our readers will have observed, a great many letters on angling matters 
appear in our columns asking for information, and it rarely ha; pens that a 
question is not answered by some good-natured correspondent; but the questions 
which appear represent but a small proportion of those we are asked to answer 
by letter. Is it too much to ask anglers wanting information by letter to 
inclose a stamped addressed envelope ? We do not insist upon it, because we 
are always glad to give any angler any assistance in our power ; but it sayes us 
much trouble. 

* * # * * 

We heartily thank those gentlemen who have taken the trouble to send us 
the names and addresses of anglers they know who do not know the GAZETTE. 
We have obtained many hundreds of new subscribers in this way ; and as we 
have often pointed out, the more our readers increase, the more we can improve 
the paper. 

ak ua * * 

The season at the Linlithgow Hatchery has been a very successful one, some 
hundreds of thousands of fry having already hatched out, chiefly Loch Leven 
and common trout. Among the latter are the progeny of a female that was 
dead twenty-four hours before the eggs were taken from her, and impregnated 
by milt from a living fish. In this hatchery are one hundred and ten thousand 
salmon eggs, which Mr. Farr, of the N.Z. Acclimatisation Society, will take out 
to that country. We are glad to hear that the trout, which were placed in 
large numbers into Linlithgow Loch, are thriving well, and have been seen 
spawning in the feeders of the Loch. Up to within the last year or two this 
Loch contained only a few perch and eels. The gentlemen who undertook to 
stock it with trout are doing so ina very thorough manner, and will certainly 
meet with the success they deserve. 

* ok * * * 

Mr. Dudley Parsons has taken the Fisheries Hotel, Harefield Valley, near 
Rickmansworth. Mr. P. says: “The whole of the water being under my own 
personal supervision, no expense or labour shall be spared to keep the fishing up 
to a high standard, and under the strictest preservation.” A limited number of 
annual tickets will be issued to subscribers. For particulars, apply to Mr. Par- 
sons. Of late years this water has been unmercifully overfished ; but there is 
no reason why it should not be made a most excellent fishery again, if it is 
properly stocked and protected. In past years we have had capital takes of 
roach, pike, perch, and trout from this water. There must always be a fair 
stock of trout, as they make their way up to the tumbling bays from Col. Good- 
lake’s preserve immediately below. 

* * * * 

Tt is well known that French and Dutch fishing boats often go to English, 
Scotch, and Irish fishing grounds—we have seen them off the north-west coast 
of Ireland, for instance. They return to their own ports to sell their fish, 
which are cured on board. We are glad to see that experiments are being made at 
Aberdeenby the owners of the Admiral, which has been fitted with a patent boiler, 
anda skilled workman engaged who wasemployed for some time superintending the 
curing operations on board the French luggers which carry on the Newfoundland 
fishing. The process of preservation is a simple one. The halibut or turbot 
that are caught are allowed to lie in brine for a number of hours. They are 
then cut and put into tin boxes holding one, two, or four pounds. The tin 
boxes are put into the patent boiler, steam for which is supplied by a pipe 
leading from the steam-engine on board the vessel. After the preserving pro- 
cess is completed, the tin boxes of preserved fish are packed into barrels, and 
are ready to be sold on arrival of the vessel at port. The Admiral will proceed 
in a few days to the fishing grounds lying between Shetland and the Faroe 
Islands, and the owners expect by this means of utilising their capturing 
powers, and by other improvements that they have introduced into their sys- 
tem of fishing, to compete in some measure with their foreign rivals. 

* * * * * 


The conservators of the Avon, Brue, and Parret Fishery District have, the 
Bath Chronicle states, decided to enforce the provisions of an Act passed in 
1878, which extended the protection afforded to salmon by the Salmon Fishery 





| 
: 


Marcy 28, 1885.] 


Acts to trout and char, and have obtained the sanction of the Home Secretary 
to a scale of licenses. Anyone who now fishes for, or attempts to take or 
kill, trout. or char within the district, without the license of the conservators, 
renders himself liable to a penalty. It behoves those, therefore, who are 
piscatorially inclined to take out a license before fishing in any waters included 
within the district of the board, and this they can do without difficulty by 
applying to the various license distributors throughout the district. 
* * * * 


“My Angling Register” is the title of a very neat oblong leather-bound 
pocket-book for anglers recently brought out by Messrs. David Bryce and Son, 
publishers, Glasgow. The pages are divided into spaces for noting (1) the 
date, (2) place and number of hours spent on the occasion, (3) lures used, 
(4) state of wind and weather ; then come columns headed “ Salmon,” “Sea 
trout,” ‘‘ Trout,” “ Other fish,” and columns for marking theirrespective and total 
weight and number, and, finally, a space for “Remarks.” Space is so well 
economised in this anything but bulky pocket-book, that it will enable an 
angler to register the chief features of two years’ fishing, supposing that he 
fished every day except Sunday. It is an excellent idea (though not by any 
means a new one), and we can recommend anglers to buy it. 

* * * 


It will only take a few minutes after a day’s fishing to jot down under the 
separate headings the items one wishes to remember, and such a record becomes 
more yaluable the longer it is kept. We often experience the inconvenience of 
being unable fully to recall the details of some particular day’s sport. 

* * * * * 


The 1885 edition of the ‘“ Angler’s Diary and Tourist Fisherman’s Gazetteer 
of the Rivers and Lakes of the World” is now ready.* We have so often 
pointed out the great value of this list of fishing stations, that it is un- 
necessary to say much about it. If we may be permitted to make a suggestion 
to the editor, we should say, in future editions insert a short notice asking 
anglers to supplement, and, where necessary, correct the information given. 
This would unquestionably greatly add to the value of the work. At the 
same time, the angler who complains that some of the information given is 
not correct, complains unreasonably, considering the thousands of fishing 
stations referred to. For our part, we own to being indebted to the “ Angler's 
Diary” for many delightful angling trips, and for a vast amount of informa- 
tion about fishing. Even if you cannot find exactly what you want, you are 
put in the way to find it by writing to some person or place named. The first 
twenty-five pages are devoted to an alphabetical list of rivers, with their tribu- 
taries, and the principal stations on each. Example: Suppose an angler wishes 
to know something about that fine trout and grayling stream, the Yore (or Ure, 
as itis given here). He refers to Ure, and finds the following fishing stations 
mentioned : Aysgarth, Borrowbridge, Leybourne, Ripon, Tanfield, Hawes. He 
turns up Tanfield in the general list of stations, and finds, ‘‘ Tanfield (Yorks), 
on Yore.—Very fair trout and grayling fishing ; good accommodation at the 
Bruce Arms.” 

* * * * % 

We should like to see the information about metropolitan fishing stations 
arranged alphabetically, instead of, as at present, being lumped together in a 
rather confusing manner. We have heard several anglers complain of this. 
But it is almost ungracious to find fault with a work so generally useful. It 
may be said with truth to be “indispensable to all anglers.” 

* * * * 


A new club, under the title of the Saturday Angling Club, has recently been 
formed in Edinburgh. The membership, which is limited to forty, already 
exceeds half that number. Mr. Duncan Fraser has been elected president, Mr. 
Wm. Hall vice-president, and Mr. G. M‘Caull secretary. Messrs. Shennan, 
Robertson, Burnet, M‘Pherson, and Hastings form the committee. In addition 
to carrying out the ordinary objects of such an association, the club will hold 
meetings during the winter months, when papers dealing with the subject of 
angling will be contributed. 

* * ES # * 

AN ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION FOR IRELAND.—The project of establishing an 
Trish Anglers’ Association has been mooted, and received with such encourage- 
ment in very influential quarters a3 to lead to the belief that the association 
will soon be formed with a large number of members. The main object will 
be to secure the preservation and stocking of the rivers and waters to which 
anglers resort all over the country. Besides, it is intended to establish at the 
Dublin headquarters of the association a club in which the devotees of the rod 
may meet for social purposes, and exchange ideas as to how the pastime can be 
promoted and popularised. More than one member of the Bench, and several 
followers of the learned professions, have signified their willingness to co- 
operate. Definite action will be taken when the circuits are over. 

* * * * * 


Mr. Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster-row, who earned the gratitude of anglers 
by his beautiful reprint in facsimile of the work of Dame Juliana Barnes, 
“The Book of St. Alban’s,” &c., has just issued a shilling facsimile reprint of 
the first edition of Walton’s ‘Complete Angler.” If any angler exists who 
does not possess a Walton, he will have no excuse for being so poor in 
future. 

* * * * * 

The same publisher has issued charming little fac-simile reprints of the 
“ Pilgrim’s Progress,” as Bunyan published it, and George Herbert’s ‘‘ Temple,” 
as it was originally printed. Many of our readers will be glad to possess these 

immortal English classics. Walton finishes one of the most interesting of his 
“Lives ”"—that of Herbert—by saying, ‘‘I wish (if God shall be so pleased) 
that I may be so happy as to die like him.” 
* * * * * 

The annual dinner of the Yare Preservation and Angler’s Society will take 
place at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, on April 9. We should like to see this 
Society better supported than it is; most valuable work is done by it. 

i * * * * * 


A year or two ago Major-General Clay wrote to us for some advice in form- 
ing an angling association at Yeovil, and we are glad to say, thanks chiefly to 
his exertions, that great progress has been made, as will be seen from the 
report which we publish this week. About fifteen miles of water have been 
rescued from poachers with nets and night lines, and are now well protected 
for the enjoyment of fair anglers. A great feature of this association is that 
there are three classes of subscribers, ranging from one guinea to five shillings, 
the latter sum admitting bon’ fide working men, of whom a good number 
have joined. Angling for trout in the tributary streams is restricted to fly- 
fishing ; but in the main stream of the Yeo, which also contains good trout, 
particularly in the mill pools, all fair angling is allowed. Since the poaching 
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was stopped there has been a decided improvement in the number and 
size of the fish, and numbers of perch, bream, rudd, and chub have been 
turned in by Major-General Clay, whose example we should like to see 
followed in other parts of the country. 
* * * * Ea 

“ Do fish chew the cud ?” was a question put to us jokingly by a well-known 
angler recently. We rather thought our questioner was trying to take a “rise” 
out of us, as we never heard of any fish doing so, In the Deutsche Fischeret 
Zeitung of March 10 this question is answered in the affirmative, as regards at 
least one fish. The Latin poet, Martial, asks— 


“ Who has not seen the Scarus rise, 
Decoy’d and caught by fraudful flies? ” 


We regret we cannot say that we have seen the Scarusrise. It appears that, in 
addition to this by fly-fishers much-prized accomplishment, he also chews the 
cud. Says our excellent German contemporary: ‘A singular biological dis- 
covery—viz., that chewers of the cud exist among fishes—has been made by 
Dr. Sagemehl. Since Cuvier’s time it has been known that the fish species 
Scarus possess sac-like enlargements of the mucous membrane on both sides of the 
lower gullet bones, which were conjectured to be the remains of some lymphatic 
disorder of the nature of glanders. Dr. Sagemehl has, however, proved that 
these gullet bags serve solely as receptacles for storing the food bitten off by 
the jaws, which is afterwards chewed up between the teeth, preparatory to its 
being passed into the stomach. In these bags, or pockets, Sagemehl found 
alge, bits of weed, &c., in recognisable condition, while the contents of the 
stomach consisted of a fine pap of the same nature.” 
* * * * 

Mr. George Holland, of 4, Cook-street, Failsworth, near Manchester, has 
presented the Fly-fishers’ Club with a showcase of his excellent flies, for North 
and South-country streams. Mr. Holland makes flies for Mr. H. 8. Hall, Mr. 
Halford, Mr. Marryat, and other of the best Hampshire fly fishermen, and has 
received much help and many first-rate patterns from these gentlemen. 


A good yellow dye for quill or feathers has often been inquired for in the 
Gazertr. Mr. Frederic M. Halford, one of the best amateur fly-tyers living, 
sent us the other day some condor and adjutant quill, stripped, and dyed a 
splendid yellow. On asking him if he would mind giving us the recipe, he 
kindly replied as follows: “There is no secret about the dye. Soak the quill 
or feather for twelve hours in a solution of alum, and then a few minutes’ 
immersion in Judson’s ‘canary’ dye, dissolved in boiling water, will produce 
the yellow colour required. The adjutant is dyed in Judson’s ‘light-brown’ 
(after the alum bath, as before). Both are stripped before dyeing.” 

od * a % a 


Do any of our readers know where condor feathers are to be obtained in this 
country ? 

Mr. Halford informs us that he finds the best plan to prevent joints “ stick- 
ing” in the ferrules is to rub them with old yellow soap—the older and harder 
the better. 

* * * * * 

Mr. Wm. Senior and Mr. R. B. Marston paid a visit the other day to the 
Delaford Park Fishery to see the progress made in forming the series of breed- 
ing ponds for coarse fish, &c., which are being made by the National Fish 
Culture Association, under the direction of Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, the 
energetic secretary, who is to be heartily congratulated on the splendid manner 
in which he has carried out the work. Mr. Chambers hopes that the ponds 
will be completed and the water turned in very early next month. ‘The 
Princess Louise and the Marquis of Lorne drove over from Windsor the other 
day to inspect the works, and expressed themselves as being much pleased with 
the whole arrangements, “ n 

The fine aquarium and fish-culture department of the National Fish Culture 
Association at South Kensington will undoubtedly be one of the leading 
attractions of the forthcoming “Inventions” Exhibition. Special attention 
will be given this year to the exhibition of live specimens of rare and interest- 
ing tropical and other foreign fish. ; @ A 

A correspondent at Salisbury writes: “It may interest you if I mention 
that while spinning for jack near here in January with a moderate-sized dace 
I killed a grayling of nearly 14lb. The water being very clear, I saw it dash 
up from bottom at the bait, and it was hooked in mouth by a small flying- 
triangle lying very close to the shoulder of the bait. I imagine such a take 
must be very unusual.” It is unusual ; but there is no accounting for many of 
the things fish do. We were spinning for pike in a trout stream the other day 
with a large artificial bait, when a trout of about alb. took the big bait. 

* * * F 


All last trout season we used a folding landing-net ring, made by Mr. Wm. 
Hodgson, farrier, Stable Yard, Saltaire, Yorks, and were very much pleased 
with it. The arrangement by which the ring is formed by means of the two 
metal sides is extremely strong and simple. The great advantage which a 
folding ring of this sort has is that you can, in a few seconds, close it up, wind 
the net round it, and tie it up with your rod, or push it into a spare pocket of 
your rod-case. Mr. Hodgson finishes them very nicely, and makes them in 
three sizes for salmon and trout. Those for salmon cost 8s. 6d., and those for 
trout 7s. each. Anglers will find this a genuine article. ’ 

* * * x 

The National Fish Culture Association has lately been presented by Mr. J. 
S. Charles, of Lower Grosvenor-square, with a Greenland shark for preserva- 
tion in their proposed museum of British and foreign fish. Also a grayling 
captured in the Tay, a very rare occurrence in this river. 


Se 





To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZErTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Any dyspeptic sufferer aware of the purifying, regulating, and gently 
aperient powers of these Pills, should permit no one to cloud his judgment or to warp his course. W ith 
a box of Holloway’s Pills, and attention to its accompanying “ Directions,” he may feel thoroughly 
satisfied that he can safely and effectually release himself from his miseries without impairing his appe- 
tite or weakening his digestion. This most excellent medicine acts as a nerve and bodily tonic by 
aiding nutrition, and banishes a thousand annoying forms of nervous complaints. — An occasional resort 
to Holloway’s remedy will prove highly salutary to all persons, whether well or ill, whose digestion is 
slow or imperfoct—a condition usually evidenced by weariness, languor, listlessness, and despondency. 
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' CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, ] 


A NOTE FROM NEWARK. 

Srr,—The close of our fishing season has come, and, I think, taking the whole 
season through, Newark anglers will agree with me, that we might have had much 
better, but hardly a worse. 

Personally I have been out only two or three times during the last fourteen 
weeks, but had only four jack, the last under 41b, Many of our members have tried 
hard, but without success. Fourteen were out on Saturday, but did not raise a stone 
of fish among the lot; Mr. Curtis,with three small jack, headed the list, and rest no- 
where. Messrs. Slater and Dale visited the water, from which the latter took the “ Rum 
Cove” you finally decided was a chub. Our members accept your decision ; but we, 
many of us, think it strange so smalla fish should be so full of spawn. If it would 
not be too much to ask, we should like to know if the number of scales on lateral 
line differ much in the same species of fish, and could you tell us how to distinguish 
a Graining ? 

Iam glad to report that a few of our members have succeeded in renting a nice 
bit of trout fishing a few miles from here, 

The Muskham Association have madea good move by putting a fine lot of roach into 
their water, I hope we shall not stop there, but goin for increasing the stock of 

erch, 
: Should anything of interest crop up during the close season, I shall be glad to 
send you particulars, F, J. Levick, President N. Piscatorials, 


GREY MULLET FISHING AT THE PLYMOUTH BREAKWATER. 

Srr,—I have read Mr, Hicks’s letter in your impression ‘of 21st March, asking for 
more information about mullet fishing at the Plymouth Breakwater, and as I have 
had some practical experience in paste-fishing for mullet there, I venture to trouble 
you with a few lines. 

1, As to the best places to try.—I should say decidedly inside the Breakwater, but 
beyond this I cannot specify any, as the whereabouts of the fish is very uncertain. 
This is, however, easily ascertained by the following plan. Row slowly along 
within ten or a dozen'yards from the Breakwater, throwing at intervals a handful 
of crumbled stale bread on the water. If any mullet are about, they are certain to 
see some of it, and will come to the surface and feed on it greedily as soon as the 
boat is 30 to 40 yards away. Their presence is unmistakeably indicated by the 
splashing on the surface of the water. 

2. As to time.—A bright, sunny afternoon in the months of June or July, when 
the sea is calm, or nearly so, is the best for this kind of fishing. I have seldom had 
much sport when the weather is cloudy, or when there is much ripple on the 
water, 

3. As to tackle —A floating line from a boat, without a rod, is best, as with such 
an appliance you can keep farther away from the fish, and they bite much more 
boldly. The line should be stout, and made of horsehair, as this material will not 
get heavy when wet, and, being elastic, you can play your fish more safely from the 
hand than would be possible with a non-yielding hemp line. The line is floated by 
means of halves of wine corks lashed to it with waxed linen thread at distances of 
about 2ft. along the entire length, which should not be less than 40 yards. The 
collar should be treble gut, about 5ft. long, and provided with, say, half-a-dozen 
short links about 6in. long, of the same material, and on the ends of these the 
hooks—not too large, about the size generally used for pouting, &c. This part of 
the gear should also be floated by halves of phial corks about Sin. apart on the 
collar, and a still smaller piece of cork on each link about 2in. from the hook. The 
gear is now complete. There is no sinker, as the fish take the baits on the surface. 

4, As to bait—I should suppose almost any kind of white paste would do; but I 
have always used the tough upper crust of a newly-baked plain bread bun, which 
can be obtained from most. bakers here. Having removed the crumb, I cut the soft 
top crust into strips about din. wide, and keep them in a covered tin for a few hours 
before using, as this makes them tougher and less liable to break when put on the 
hook. ‘To bait, tear the strips into pieces about fin. long, and gently give the hooks 
one turn through them—+.¢,, bring the point back to the same side that it entered. 

Hyerything is now ready for a start. Coil the horsehair line carefully on the 
bottom of the boat, and having attached the baited collar, lay the latter out straight 
in another place to avoid fouling. Row along as above described, throwing out 
breadcrumbs at intervals. As soon as the mullet show themselves, back gently on 
to the spot, when they will, of course, disappear. Now hold the collar between the 
outstretched arms and lay it gently on the water, and having thrown a parting 
handful or two of breadcrumbs around your baits, row slowly away, paying out 
the floating horsehair line, but taking care not to drag it along, as this would 
wash off the baits. -When about thirty yards away stop, and watch for the fish. 
They will quickly return, as the sunlight enables them to see the bait on the sur- 
face from their hiding-place at the bottom. Hold the line in one hand at arm’s- 
length, ready for a strike. As soon as a mullet takes a bait, the corks will make a 
run on the water. Strike sharply by two or three rapid hauls hand over hand, and 
you have your fish hooked. The fun now begins, as the mullet are large (often 5 to 
6lb.), and fight most courageously, They will generally come along rather easily at 
first, so that you hardly realise their size ; but as soon as they sight the boat away 
they rush like a salmon, making the corks fly up as the line runs swiftly over the 
gunwale of the boat. I need scarcely say that the grey mullet has a very tender 
mouth, and must be played gently, or the hook will tear out. A landing-net com- 
pletes the performance. 

If any of your readers wish to try this fishing, which is really excellent sport, 
I should recommend them to inquire at the Barbican Quay here for Harry Lines or 
his son, who have often been at this work with me, and who understand it well.—I 
am, Xc., W. COLLIER JAMES, 

Plymouth, March 25, 


SALMON FISHING IN THE TRENT. 


‘S1r,—Salmon fishing has been rather quiet this week, the weather being so 


bitterly cold, with occasional snowstorms. On Tuesday, Mr. Wheatcroft, of Derby, 
had one fish of 171b, in the Shardlow length. On Wednesday, at Colwick Weir, Mr. 
Fields, Weston, had one of 20}b.,and he unfortunately lost another on Friday. 
Two more fish were caught in the Sawley water. 


There is likely to be a lawsuit about the Weston fishery between Lord Donnington, 


and Sir John Crewe, the latter haying pulled all the signboards down, and put fresh 

ones up warning fishermen off the land on pain of being prosecuted for trespass.— 

Tam, &c., A. W, 
March 23, 


ROACH FENCED TOO SOON. 

Srtr,—I notice your correspondent, Mark Antony, in last week’s GAzETTEH, speaks 
to the fact of roach being in good condition in the Trent for at least one month 
after the close season is put into force. 

From a knowledge of the Lea and Thames—over thirty years—I say owing to the 
great depth and consequent coldness of the water in both these rivers, roach do not 
complete their spawning till quite the end of May or beginning of June, Perhaps 
one season out of ten we get April very hot in the day time ; roach, chub, &c., begin 
to show upon the shallows, and this leads many anglers to imagine the fish are 
spawning, 

But the cold nights are sure to follow, and back the roach go, Yes, Mr. Editor, 
the time roach spawn may be known by the white flower upon the dog-weed, I 
trust anglers will take this matter up, for three months is an unnecessary time to 
give them, Working-men anglers do not get too many favourable days—1 am, &c., 

F, Maugom, | 


'RECIPES FOR DRESSING LINES. 

Srr,—According to promise, I have much pleasure in sending you a copy of some 
recipes I have by me. Iam sure I have not an idea to what papers or magazines 
they belonged, as I have them all separate, having cut them ont at odd times.— 
Tam, Xc., M. WALTON. 

For Dressing LINEs. . 

1. One tablespoonful of linseed oil (boiled), one piece of beeswax, and one of resin 
about the size of a walnut each piece ; pulverise the resin, and cut the wax into thin 
slices. Put them together ina jam pot, which latter then place in boiling water 
till the mixture is dissolved, mix well together, and put the line in whilst the 
mixture is warm, Hang it up to dry, and clear superfluous dressing by taking a 
piece of sponge or rag between the finger and thumb and rubbing it along. 

2. Equal parts of copal varnish and boiled oil. Steep the line until quite soaked, 
stretch itin a dry room, and clear off superfluous dressing as before directed. This 
takes a long time to harden; some use gold size instead, which dries more or less 
quickly according to quantity used. Ordinarily no more than one-third of gold 
size to two-thirds of oil should be used. 

3. One pint linseed oil (boiled), beeswax }1b. Melt ina jampot in boiling water, 
put the line in while the mixture is hot, stretch, the line out in a dry place, and 
remove superfluous dressing. 

4, + pint linseed oil (boiled), beeswax as large as a filbert, Burgundy pitch as 
large as a walnut, a little more than a teaspoonful of copal varnish, soak the line 
whilst quite warm, and extend the line and clear it as.before. 

5. A most elaborate dressing, but, at the same time, perhaps, the very best is 
effected as follows :—After the line is quite dry from the preceding dressing 
(No. 4), take it and immerse it in gold size, Stretch it swiftly and cleanse it with 
a rag or sponge; let it dry. Dip it again in the gold size, and again cleanse it as 
before. When it is thoroughly hard and dry it must be steeped in an indiarubber 
solution, which is thus made: Take a flask of oil (salad oil) and shred a piece of 
indiarubber (white if you can get it) as finely as possible, and place it in the flask, 
Put the flask in warm water or in an oven for the time sufficient to dissolve the 
rubber. This will be, perhaps, about a week. It is best to put the flask in a 
saucepan of water, which will prevent a mishap occurring, as would possibly be the 
case if the flask stood exposed to an extra heat. When the rubber is dissolved, steep 
the line in the solution and dry as before. 

6. 4 gill of oak varnish, one gill of boiled oil. Steep and dry, and then dip again 
and dry, and remove superfluous dressing. 

7. White indiarubber in chips, 2oz,, half pint of spirits of wine. Stretch and dry 
as before. 

8. Half pint boiled oil, three-quarters of a wine glassful of copal varnish, half a 
wine glassful of goldsize. Mix in a jampot. let the line stay in the mixture a couple 
of days, then stretch and dry ; repeat the process once more. 

9, A hemp or water cord line is anawful bother sometimes if not dressed perfectly 
hard. The following is a troublesome but very satisfactory dressing :— 

Take 3b. of glue, and add half pint of water after breaking up the glue into 
pieces. Thoroughly dissolve the glueina glue pot. Put the line in—in a coil—and 
boil it for 20 minutes so as to thoroughly saturate it. While hot, run it through the 
fingers and stretch it in a dry room (don’t burn your fingers, but use a bit of chamois 
leather between them), after three or four hours it will be dry. Now get 4lb. of 
catechu and boil it in a pint of water ; re-coil your line and place it in this solution, 
being careful that the latter isin “full boil.” Let it remain boiling for three- 
quarters of an hour, then take it out and hang it up, coiled as it is, to cool for a 
quarter of an hour, and afterwards wash it in cold water, the result being that 
the line is, as it were, incorporated with a sort of leather, which will not allow 
of its swelling in the water. ; 

The first four of ‘these recipes I prefer most, because they are easy to apply and 
dry soon. <A quick-drying dressing is not, however, the best in all cases ; and there 
can (in practice) be no doubt that the slowly-setting ones are those that, in the end, 
prove the most completely preservative and enduring. 

I would have sent you these sooner, but have been away for some time. I hopeto 
send you some more recipes for staining gut and gimp—M. W. 





ON BUILT-CANE RODS. 

Srr,—I can confirm the testimony of your correspondents in favour of split-cane 
trout rods by English makers. 

For two years I have used a split-cane rod, made by Messrs. Farlow, and have 
found it in every way satisfactory. It has had very hard work during two summers 
in Norway, where I have killed with it a great number of heavy trout, often using 
large flies and heavy tackle, I hardly expected it would stand this sort of work so 
well ; but to all appearance it is as good now as when it was new. It is 11ft. long, 
weighs about 10o0z., and cost £5. 

Can any of your readers give us their experience of split cane salmon rods? The 
English makers do not seem to recommend them, but I believe they are in great 
favour in America.—I am, Xc., CHARLES G, THOMAS, 

Isthmian Club, Grafton Street, W. 





FISHING OFF BOURNEMOUTH PIER. 
Srr,—Will you, or some of your readers, please give me particulars as to fishing 
from the pier at Bournemouth at this time of the year, and oblige?—I am, Kc., 
E 


[ We know that some fair fishing can be had from the Pier ; but that is all.—Ep.] 





AN UNSEASONABLE THAMES TROUT. 

Srr,—It is evident your correspondent, “ Giant,” is net aware the by-law referred 
to by me in the Field of September 16, 1876, has been repealed. The rules of the 
fishery are now regulated by “ The Thames Fishery By-Laws, 1883,” and the one 
respecting trout provides “from the 1st of April to the 10th of September inclusive,” 
as the time when fishing for them is permitted. I have much pleasure in answering 
the question, and, if your correspondent desires it, I shall be glad to send him a copy 
of the new regulations.—I am, &e., W. H. BROUGHAM, 

Swagfield Villa, Hounslow, March 23rd. 


EELS AND THE FENCE MONTHS. 
Srr,—Can you tell mé if the Freshwater Fisheries Act prevents eel fishing? 
Also fishing in Norfolk and Suffolk for coarse fish ?—I am, &c., SB sr 


[It prevents eel fishing in public waters, except in the tidal portions of streams, 
The Act does not apply to Norfolk and Suftolk.—Ep. ] 


TOO “HARLY TROUT FISHING.” 

Srr,—While noticing with the liveliest reverence and admiration the high moral 
attitude of several of your correspondents on the subject of February fishing, I should 
be glad to have your opinion on this point. 

Is not the man whose argument is “that trout which are not worth eating are 
therefore not worth catching” more of a pot-hunter than the man who fishes merely 
for the sport? I consider a “pot-hunter” to bea fisherman who fishes for the 
“pot,” or for any other purpose than that of sport alone. 

The question is a most interesting one, and has apparently not been raised 
before.—I am, &e., PARADOX, 

Leeds. 

{In our opinion a man who fishes for fish out of condition, whether he does it for 
sport or for the pot, or for both, is not a true sportsman. Would “ Paradox” 
advocate the killing of game out of season merely for the sport ?—ED, | 
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A COMPLAINT ABOUT OWNERS OF FISHERIES ON THE LBA. 


S1r,—In your last week’s issue I notice, under the heading of the Clapton Angling ° 


Society, Mr. Howes, the worthy secretary, makes referenceto some splendid lay-byes 
at Ford’s Ferry, and hoped that Messrs. Day and Son would be very vigilant in 
watching such waters at spawning time. Now, the little I know of Messrs, Day 
and Sons is that they care very little about the water so long as anglers wiil go and 
pay their 1s. or 2s. 6d. per day to fish. Tor instance, on Sunday last I walked down 
the side of this water with a friend, and seeing a would-be angler sitting on his 
box, Iasked him what he was fishing for, and he replied roach. Well, I was not 
surprised, as I had heard from several sources that you can fish for anything at any 
time by paying the subscription. But, to be sure of this, I said I thought Day’s 
only allowed chub and eel fishing from the' 15th March to 15th June. He replied : 
“You can fish for what you like if you pay your Is. or 2s. 6d.” Now, sir, I think you 
and all other anglers will agree with me that this is not giving the fish a chance. 
I thought it quite bad enough to allow chub fishing ; but when, on inquiry, you find 
that they allow all-round fishing from year’s end to year’s end, I think they arenot the 
sort of people that anglers ought to patronise—especially such a club as the Clapton, 
whom I respect, and hope will discontinue their patronage if Messrs. Day and Sons 
still continue to ignore the close season. 

This stretch of water would be one of the best round London if taken care of ; but 
unfortunately it isnot so. I have seen men fishing there bag all they catch, irre- 
spective of size, and no notice taken of it. I should be glad if some of your reatters 
would take this matter up, as I think it concerns the London anglers, and if Messrs. 
Day and Sons can be got to strictly observe the close season, according to Lea or 


Thames rules, it would not only benefit them, but also the angler who is.fond ofa | 


day’s fishing, and not fond of going a long journey for it. Apologising for taking 
up so much of your valuable space,—I am, &c., 
AN OBSERVER. 


SCISSOR-PLIERS.—ANGLER’S SONGS. 

Srr,—It may interest some of your readers who, like myself, find some trouble in 
tying an eyed hook to the casting-line, that scissors are made which terminate in 
small pliers instead of the usual points. Mine costa shilling. A sort of hand-vice 
in common use by watchmakers seems to be a better tool than the one you recently 
figured, as the jaws are held together by a link which slides down the handles, 
instead of depending on a spring which might be opened by a careless grasp. 
Neither tool is new, but both may be unknown tomany. I beg to thank you for 
the many dressings of trout and grayling flies you publish, and assure you that they 
interest me, and doubtless others, much more than an account of how Mr, So-and-so 
sang a song “in his usual fine style.”—I am, &c., 

Pickering, Yorks, A CONSTANT READER, 


[ Messrs. O’Handlen and Co., Fishing Tackle Makers, of Bristol, sell a special vice 
for fly-tying ; so does Mr. James Ogden, -28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham..-We 
really do not see why an angler who sings a good song should not have it mentioned 
as much as one who takes a good fish. Singing is a more ancient art even than 
fishing. What we do object to isto see an angler get up to sing who knows as much 
about it as a brick wall does. It is all very well for clubs to encourage singing; but 
the best-way to do it is to discourage duffers who only make fools of themselves and 
disgust everybody. We know some anglers, men of one song, which they getup and 
sing in the same spiritless manner time after time—they ought to be choked. We 
have many first-rate vocalists in our clubs, and we know what they feel at being 
sandwiched in among duffers.—ED. ] 


NOT. TOO MUCH FENCE TIME, BUT FENCE TIME ENOUGH. 

S1r,—Your correspondent. “ Running Line,” in his last short spin, seem to have 
got his line ina bitofa tangle. In the first place, can he show in any of my letters 
that I deny the advantage of fence months? I think not. I certainly agree with 
you, Mr. Editor, Mr. Malcolm, and Mr. W. J. Gregg, of the Tottenham A.8., and 
many other anglers (for we are not alone in this matter) that roach for at least one 
month longer will be at their best. : 

How many more times is this fact to be written in the FISHING GAznrTy ? Roach 
do not spawn till end of May in early seasons, and late seasons quite into June; 
while bream are even later than the roach. ‘ 

Then, again, can he point to one word I have written against the gentlemen whose 
names he quotes, although I believe several of them are better at jack and trout 
than roach? Again, was not the Thames fenced long before the Mundella Act came 
into force ? 

Tt was only yesterday I was talking toa gentleman, a native of Bedfordshire. He 
asked me if I could explain the fact that since the Mundella Act came into force, 
that fishing had decidedly fallen off. I tried him with the old worn exeuse, “ The 
great increase in the number of anglers.” He said: My dear sir, our waters are 
not. half enough fished with rod and line ; no Sunday fishing allowed. Therefore, you 
London anglers are comparatively few. He said that places where six or seven years 
ago he could mostly get good sport, are now nine times out of twelve drawn a blank. 
I then suggested keepers in the swim. He said: I’m afraid you are right ; and, like 
myself, he considered the more anglers are along side the river bank, the less chance 
for poachers. 

Not too much fence time—fence time enough. But we should like to have the best 
month, when roach are at their prime, open,and the months of May and June closed. 
These two months would cover the spawning time of nearly all coarse fish, with the 
exception of jack, that should have a fence time to themselves. 

With regard to the Welsh Harp, the Mundella Act that was attacked does not 
affect. that water, and although it is fished nearly every day in the year, still 
produces wonderful takes of fish, and ought to prove to ‘ Running Line” and-all 
the others (thick and thin supporters of the Mundella Act) that rod and line fishing 
cannot hurt to any extent waters that are not depleted by the nets. 

In conclusion, I wish to ask: Will anglers put. down their money to re-stock 
waters for the benefit of the netting fraternity? Jt would be far better to have an 
Act six months close season against the sale of freshwater fish, leaving the clubs to 
fence their members’ rods as used to be done. 

I should not have troubled you, Mr. Editor, with so longa letter ; but your 
correspondent “ R. L.’s” remarks are ‘much too wide of the argument, and calculated 
to lead your readers to think “ A, J.P.” anything but a true sportsman,—Lam, &c., 

A.J. Py 


MR. PENNELL’S FISHING KNIFE. 
Srr,—In reply to “Grouse’s” inquiry, 28th ult., for Mr. Pennell’s noted fishing 
Knife, we beg to inform him we are the makers and sole agents in London, as 
mentioned in the ‘‘ Modern Practical Angler,” p. 63. Price 6s. 6d. and 10s. 64.—I am, 
WATSON AND Hancock: 








&e., 
» 308, High Holborn, W.C. 


NOTES FROM BERWICK-ON-TWEED. 

S1r,—The following Berwick story anent salmon may interest your readers. The 
late Mr. Cowe, father of the sons P. and J. Cowe, fish curers, received a salmon 731). 
weight from a salmon fisher, as settlement of a debt of £10; by exhibiting it here 
he made £20, and on sending it to London (not for sale), he had more than £10 
remitted. Few of the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE can have heard of sucha 
wonderful fish. A number of dead salmon have come down the river the last few 
days; but that will soon cease now with the advance of the season, A soldier on 
furlough is very attentive to the Whitadder with his rod, and not without success. 
This we may call good business. Some more salmon net fishings have commenced 
this week; but the fishing is worse than last week—in fact ruinous. The diseased 
salmon found on the banks of the Tweed have been again buried. If what is 
asserted concerning the virulent nature of the Saprolegnia ferax, this is not an effee- 
tive manner of dealing with it. To bury an affected fish is to cause it to increase 
and multiply immensely. Fire or chemicals ought to be applied, 








T hear that the Tynemouth salmon fishings are poor, Some good trout have been 
caught near New Mills, A net fisher told me-they caught nothing last week, 
and had caught three smallish ones to-day. With the stormy weather both 
trawlers and linesmen are detained in harbour. 

With the former Ihave no sympathy, and could wish them entirely abolished ; 
but it is a serious matter to the liners, though many of them are thus enabled to get 
progress made with their herring nets for the ensuing season.—I am, &c., 

Berwick. JOSEPH JOHN HILts, 


MIRROR CARP SCALES FOR FLIES WINGS, 

.S1r,—I thank your correspondent, James MacNee, for the information given re- 
specting his patent and registration embracing fish and other scales, also including 
the boa constrictor and some American fish, ane 

It seems to me that J. M. fancies that Iam about tomake the wings of various 
kinds of flies, with the mirror scarp scales for sale, &c. I wish now to inform J, M. 
that I am no adept—in fact, scarcely an amateur—at fly-tying, although it may 
surprise him to hear some thirty years back I made some tolerably good winged flies 
from chub scales, which killed well. My fort is ichthyology and pisciculture. Fly- 
tying in my opinion should, and I believe is, in most cases manipulated by females, 
and right well do they turn their handicraft out. Doubtless J. M. employs many to 
meet his trade demands. 

What I said regarding the mirror carp scales as flies’ wings was simply this: that if 
looked at through a magnifying glass, you will perhaps find they afford a good 
material for fly’s wings. They seem to me to be precisely what is required for the 


purpose, and, therefore, J intend trying them—viz., making a few flies with them 


for experiment, The much-respected Hditor of the FISHING GAznTTE also stated in 
a footnote the following :‘*We should like to try these prepared carp scales, and 
would feel obliged if Mr. Weeger would send a few.” 

It seems tome, as J. M., has not coupled the Editor’s name with mine, that the 
Editor may use his own discretion respecting the making and using these mirror 
carp scales, while I receive a caution. Surely-one may-make what flies he fancies. 

J.M. also states that the mirror carp scales are of no use, having no thick base 
Whether they have a thick base or not, all that I can say is, these. scales are very 
tough ; and allow me to say my esteemed friend has forwarded me a fresh supply 
(probably the Editor of the FisHING GAZETTE has received some also), and tells me 
that he has made his flies’ wings with these scales for several years, and although 
those he had made were not made what he calls perfection, but they killed well. 

Are Russia, Prussia, Austria, and Germany included in this patent and 
registration.’ Excuse my curiosity, but an answer would greatly oblige.—I am., &c. 

FRANK GOSDEN, 
Fish Culturist to His Grace the Duke of Wellington. 

[Mr. M‘Nee has made up some flies for us with these carp scale flies, and we must 
say et they are very fair, though we prefer the feather for large flies decidedly, 
—ED, ; : 


THE AMBERLEY EXCURSIONS. 

S1r,—There is an old Sussex saying, “ Amberley, God help us.” I much fear by 
the loss of the Amberley and Pulborough excursion by Mr. Clout, that the Amberley 
people will much miss it, and that it will be, indeed, ‘ God help us,” bakers, brewers, 
and others, for they have had to feed thousands, Last and not least, the poor old 
cottagers who, by letting a bed or selling their bunches: of flowers, haye helped pay 
their rent. They are hardly yet in a position to fully appreciate their loss, The 
difference will also be felt at Arundel (the Black. Rabbit), for numbers of Mr, 
Clout’s friends used to walk on to those places. 

I was speaking to a person on the 8th inst., one well competent to judge. 
He said the Fishing Association job will be a complete failure. “They come 
into your place for a drop of ale, a shilling bed, which they leave at 3 o’clock 
of a morning or before, fish up to the last minute;. you see nothing more of 
them.” He also says they, may put up with blanks at the. 2s. 6d. cheap fare, 
but they certainly won't stand too many blanks at 5s. 8d. No, Mr. Editor, the best 
paying people have always been the tea-drinking wives, daughters, and friends. This 
person also informed.me Mr, Clout stated he had. paid the railway company over 
£2,000 the season just over. Will the anglers pay the Brighton Company 
£2002 Ithink not; but time will show. Many of the-stations will be no use to 
them, and the others too far or too high in price. If you will kindly insert this 
letter, many of my friends would like to know the-opinion of anglers upon this 
alteration. 

There are two things, I wish to point out for the Angling Association’s considera- 
tion: how will anglers who have been used to Clout’s excursion like going by the 
morning train to Amberley, arriving at 10.30, returning past 7, and not getting to 
London Bridge after‘a lorg stopping journey till a quarter to 10, too late to weigh in 
if their club is any distance off. How will they like that? Will a dozen or twenty 
@o again after the first week. I, for one, think not. That is the time the train 
from Amberley arrived home on the 8th inst. I also noticed only eight anglers, 
while oyer 800 mustered the last day, 1884. Were I a shareholder in the L. B. and 
8.C., I should query this falling off at the next meeting. I am sure hundreds will 
not relish this change.—I am, &c., FREDERICK PEACHEY, 


THE LONDON AND BRIGHTON RAILWAY CONCESSIONS. 

Srr,—I see by the FisH1nc GAZETTE, 7th, Messrs. Ghurney and Geen have 
obtained concessions from the L.B. and 8.C. Co.—i.e., anglers’ privileges for a number 
of stations upon those lines, Can Mr. Ghurney, Mr. Geen, or any of your numerous 
readers inform anglers what is the nature of the fishing to be obtained at the 
different places at or near these stations ? 

One important point (for the London working men anglers), is Sunday fishing 
allowed, and how far the river or ponds are from each station? 

When these tickets are issued, will they be available for anglers to use during 
March, April, May, &c, (fence months), not carrying their rods and baskets, so 
anglers may gain a knowledge of the rivers to be of value to them when the fence 
time is up ?- If this privilege were allowed us, it would go far to prevent annoyance, 
loss of time, and money. More than one angler I know, after having taken his 
ticket for some station upon the concession list, finds out when too late, that-the 
water for many miles is'strictly preserved, or no Sunday fishing allowed. 

With regard to Horsham, I have been informed there is a little fishing to be had 
if you know the keepers. The brooks are some miles from the station, and you must 
use a rod specially made for the purpose, the line passing through the rod with a 
weight at the ends, the line is then wound up to the top joint, thus allowing the rod 
to be passed through the bushes, these brooks being thickly wooded, My friend 
knows of no other fishing within miles of Horsham. 

Also Red Hill Station. Is not the lake or water strictly private there? Ifthe 
above is correct (and I have no reason to doubt it, my friend having managed an 
hotel at Horsham for some time), may there not be other stations of no use to the 
®ondon working man angler ? 

Any information respecting the 33 stations mentioned in last week’s GAzETTu 
will be of great value to club men.—I am, Xc., I’, MALCOM. 





Sin,—In answer to numerous inquiries, I beg to state that the privileges on this 
railway will come into operation on Tuesday, June 16th, 1885. There will bea 
special ticket, which will contain the lists of stations and fares, and all necessary 
instructions to anglers, for their guidance.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 





THE PERCH QUESTION. 

Sir,—Fishing last Saturday week in the Holme-Pierrepoint water, I killed two 
and a half brace of perch, all females ; my friend, Mr. Smith, took two brace— 
females. : 

Vishing again last Saturday in the same water, I took a brace of fine ones, and 
again they were both females,—I am, Xc., etic ck, 
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ESTABLISHED 1838.] OUR 


NEW [ESTABLISHED 1838. 


WHOLESALE LIST is now ready, and will be sent to Tackle Makers & Dealers, post paid, 2 stamps. 


We have now issued both the 


LARGEST WHOLESALE AND RETAIL CATALOGUES OF REFINED ANGLING REQUISITES IN PRINT, 


ALL ANGLERS, ALL AGENTS should see above before purchasing Tackle of any description for the ensuing season. 


The best 


Specialities in RODS, REELS, LINES, FLIES, BOOKS, and BAITS, are described and quoted for at the most moderate charges consistent 


with first-best workmanship. Our terms defy honest competition. 


All ACME LINES, STEEL CENTRED RODS, CENTRE FITTING REELS supplied to the Trade by us bear now the additional protec- 
tion of aREGISTERED TRADE MARK—‘ THE CROSS FLAGS AND DOVE ’”’—vwithout which goods offered in our name 
are BOGUS IMITATIONS—WORTHLESS and DISHONEST PIRACIES. 


EIGHT GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES AWARDS. 





D. and W. H. FOSTER, Manufacturers, 


ASHBOURNE, DERBY. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 










New Patent 2 Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


(Can be regulated to any 
stiffness at will). 


FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 





Improved 
Folding A Large Assort- 
Trout ment of Salmon, 


Sea Trout, Lake 
Trout, and Trout 
Flies kept in 

(Very Light). SSS ee Stock. 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKKT, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS, PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s, 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“An excellent fly-rod."—FISHING GAZETTE. 








The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 
SS SS 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, id oEEee 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c. 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL.,. 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especially advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

Chis Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF L( INDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ana the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. ; 

z ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from § to 11 o’elock, Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day, BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bath in 
aed 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls, 6d, FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

y, ls. 6a. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Pi spaci ini illi f 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per ees a hae es 

: Day and Night Porters always in attendance. ‘French, German, and Italian spok +n 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following-places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 + Putney. 
45 4 Hammersmith, 
50 a Barnes, 

Add 55 < Kew. 
(is) - Richmond. 
80 a Twickenham, 
85 i Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For Times oF H1iGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, March PR aris aa 12.0 12.23 
Sunday, 4 Oe ois Ane 12.48 400 rs Tie 
Monday, + B30. ses esis 1.35 ane aia 1.58 
Tuesday, 4 Slee Gees 2.16 vial Pc . 2.35 
Wednesday, April dL geee Ms 2.53 bo ae 3.12 
Thursday, 1 Dic ems ae 3.31 a5¢ aed 3.48 
Friday, if 3(GooD FRIDAY) 4.7 ae Bios 4,24 


High Tide March 31 and April 1. Thames Trout Fishing commences April 1. 
tS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
LS ES 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 





THE LOWER THAMES. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


THE TROUT. 

In view of the approaching season for trout fishing, which commences on Wednes- 
day next. April Ist, the president and chairman of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society have issued a circular to each of the professional fishermen. After referring 
to the information received as to there being a large quantity of trout in the river, 
and a great number of anglers desirous of trying for them, Mr. Spreckley puts forth 
the following wholesome recommendation: “I am, therefore, desirous of recom- 
mending you, as one of the fishermen, to watch your portion of the river and find 
out where the fish are feeding and the time they feed, and then inform your 
customers of what you have seen.” He also offers to assist them in obtaining 
customers on receipt of information sent either to him or the secretary, and then 
gives the practical conclusion : “Iam certain if you only carry out this recom- 
mendation it will greatly add to your benefit and keep you better employed, aad that 
is what I am desirous of doing.’ There can be no doubt this is a move in the right 
direction. It appears the Thames Conservators have prohibited the use of their 
weirs, except Teddington, for trout fishing. And now as regards some practical 
information respecting the trout. A correspondent from Kingston writes : “I have 
not seen much of the trout the last few days, it has been so rough and cold. About 
a week ago I could see from eight to ten fish feed every day ; the snow water will 
make them go deep. There are three fish in one place not more than one hundred 
yards of water and five in another, besides other odd fish ; should the weather be fine 
and warm, I should think it would be a good season. I should recommend anglers 
to begin before the fish are threshed at by bad bait and rough tackle. The water 
this week has risen about a foot, and it is very thick and cold.” Another corre- 
spondent, writing from Hampton Court, says : “ There are two or three large trout feed- 
ing below Hampton Court Bridge. I have seen them in the warm days every evening. 
There is one feeding in the same place where Mr, J. P. Wheeldon lost his big one.” 
Another correspondent, who has visited Sunbury, says: ‘I have seen some very fine 
trout in this district.” Another correspondent from Halliford writes : “I saw three 
trout last week sporting in the sun, one at Walton Bridge, just above it, and two at 
Halliford.”. Another correspondent from Shepperton says: “Several trout have 
been seen on the feed ; three or four at Halliford, opposite the Red Lion Hotel, three 
at the Manor House, one near the guard piles above Shepperton Lock, and one oppo- 
site to Mr. Hatch’s house.” Although there have been seen a good quantity of trout 
above this point, the cold water arising from the snow has kept them from showing 
themselves this week, and no direct information has, consequently, been obtainable. 
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THE DACE, 
The weirs at Hampton Court have been literally crowded with these fish, 
and one of the oldest fishermen, writing on the subject, says: “They appear to 
increase in quantity every year.” 


UPPER THAMES. 


On Wednesday next trout in the Thames will be made fools of, or make fools of 
those who coquette with them. The river is at present in splendid spinning trim, 
and, to my knowledge, full of real beauties in every scour and weir, as evidenced by 
the fact of dozens of fish being unfortunately hooked ledgering before the close of 
the all-round season. At Marlow, on the Ist of April, a trout competition will take 
place in the Association waters, for various tip-top joint prizes, entry 5s. each for 
the fish competition and 7s. each for the human competition to follow, at the Com- 
plete Angler Hotel, Great Marlow. Thursday evening.—River in grand trout trim, 
and fish of calibre reported from all my up-river correspondents.—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Windsor). 

At time of writing Thames trouting prospects are cheerless in the extreme; a 
river full of “ snow-broth,” very dirty, and a keen wind from the north-east, are not 
likely to lead to sport, even should any one go to the discomfort of trying ; but if 
no more snow, and wind will only veer round toa better quarter, there will be a 
chance on April Ist of not being made a fool of. If true, the action of the Conser- 
vators of the Thames in refusing to allow anglers to fish off all weirs, with exception 
of Teddington (why Teddington?) has caused no little stir in angling circles, as 
these places area little later on, when the traffic of the river commences, undoubtedly 
the home of many heavy trout, where they lie undisturbed, occasionally rushing in 
and out the seething waters to chase a bewildered bait, or may be, take the spinning 
bait of the experienced angler, who, from the weir-stage, manipulates his tackle in 
and out the rushing waters in the most artistic manner. From inquiries I have 
made, I have been unable to ascertain the reason why weir-fishing is stopped, as it 
is well known to the Conservators that those fishing from them are gentlemen 
anglers who spend money in stocking the Thames with trout, and supporting the 
various societies along its course to protect the fishing. The bailiffs employed are 
also instructed to report any act coming under their notice of damage to the Con- 
servators’ property, and other offences against their by-laws. I sincerely hope the 
statement is unfounded, and feel sure that if any member of a Thames preservation 
society asks for permission in a courteous manner, that it will not be refused.—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE, 


Ancholme District. 


Coarse fishing has ceased on the Ancholme for the close time ; but the Riverhead, 
which contains plenty of fish, is still open to anglers on payment of ls. per day. 
The weather has been cold during the greater part of the week; but a gentle rain 
fell last night, and the wind went round to the south, Trout fishers are still 
abstaining from fishing ; but the few becks in this locality are all in private hands, 
and a day’s fishing becomes increasingly difficult to obtain. I shall not go until 
Haster.—THOMAS ForD, Caistor. 

Chichester. 

The harbour fishing in this locality has not, at present, proved successful. A few 
smelt have been taken out ; the winterly weather of the past week has quite stopped 
sport. During last season as many as nine dozen of these toothsome delicacies have 
been taken by one rod inone tide. Some good flat fish, eels,and bass are also taken, 
smash-ups with the larger members not being uncommon. Mr. Young has taken 
some fair trout in the neighbouring streams ; but trout fishing by floating a worm 
through the numerous watercourses scarcely comes under the heading of legitimate 
sport toa trout fisherman.—GEORGE F, SALTER, 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 
Mr. Dixon, on the 21st, nineteen trout ; on the 23rd, nine trout. 
the 26th, fourteen good trout; Mr. Wear, on the 26th, fifteen trout. 
fast at present. Prospects of good trouting in a day or two. 


The Dove. 

Sport this week, for the reasons which we indicated last, has only been of a 
moderate character. The weather and water have undergone no change since I 
penned my previous notes, and very few decent baskets of trout have come to hand. 
We want rain badly. There is not the least shade of colour in the water, and the 
trout seem frightened out of their wits at the sight of an artificial fly. The average 
of dishes taken has not amounted to more than two and a half or three brace per rod 
—hardly that. The naturals chiefly on the surface are the March Brown, the 
February Red, and the Cockwing Dun. Many other sorts have also begun to make 
their appearance, some of them before their usual time, which is to be attributed 
to the mildness of the elements.—THE SPLODGER, 


The Eden (Armathwaite). 


The river has been in first-rate order for the last few days, and some fine trout 
have been taken. Yesterday (Wednesday), George Ferguson landed a salmon 25lb. 
weight. Last Thursday Mr. Hale, from Liverpool, got one at Syke Foot. On 
Monday, William Stephenson landed two, and yesterday one in the Cawby waters. 
Two gentlemen are out to-day on the Armathwaite water. The Rev. E. Bowman 
got a few trout this week. I will send you a report next week.—SKIDDAW. 


Eden (Carlisie). 

No rain yet, except a few showers. River isdead low; butit suits some of the 
middle reaches, and some fish are being caught daily. On Wednesday, the 18th 
inst., Major Riley landed one of 16lb. in the Rickerby water. On the 19th, Stephen- 
son, one of the Corby Castle keepers, killed a 10-pounder, and had two on the 23rd, 
and one onthe 24th. Colonel Sharp bagged a 10lb. fish in the Wetheral waters, on 
the 19th. The frosty nights and snow-broth water have been sadly against trout 
fishing, and very few anglers have thought it worth while going out. The only decent 
take I have heard of is that of Mr. T. Hannah, who basketed about a score with 
fly, in the Armathwaite Club water last Saturday ; but “Tom ” has a bit of “ catch- 
wood” on the top of his rod, and is always a “nailer,” except in the summer evenings 
when the “ ghosts” are astir. The nets have been doing badly for some time. Salmon 
will not face snow-water.—SILVER GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 


The condition of things in the river is almost precisely the same as last week. 
The water is very low, and there continues a prevalence of cold, northerly winds. 
No fish have been landed, although an old Whitby piscator, noted for his persever- 
ance and devotion to the Waltonian art, and a few cthers, have been out whipping 
the waters below Ruswarp, the inclement weather notwithstanding. If we have a 
good fall of rain, followed by warm weather, trout should begin to rise. A “fresh” 
is much needed, as the bed of the river is getting dirty owing to the dry weather, 
and consequent absence of floods. Experiments are about to be tried upon some 
young salmon in the tideway, in order to ascertain how far prejudicial salt water is 
to their existence.—J. J. J. 

Exe (Exeter). 


Mr. Sheppard, in company with Mr. Calladine, finished up their season by taking 
a pike each, 631b. and 3)1b., respectively, both fish in good condition, and captured 
near Cowley Bridge. Wind north and east alternately, and sport is at a premium 
just now. I have had some floating May flies from Messrs. W. Guise and Sons, Red- 
ditch, and they are, Iam sure, certain to capture when-the weather gets a little 
warmer, as they are masterpieces of skill—J. A. KHLLEY. 


Exe (Tiverton). 
No rain having fallen, consequently the river is very low. Dull days fish have 
sported very well ; several good baskets have been taken. Rain is wanted to put the 
river in good order. Flies taking best : March Brown, Blue Upright, Iron Blue, and 
Blue Dun,—WM. MUDFORD. 


Mr. Knox, on 
Rain falling 


- caught three fine tamlin, 


5 - Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 

Fine baskets of trout have been obtained since last week’s report, the numbers 
taken by one rod on three respective days having been 33, 31,and 41. These were 
taken with Blue upright, Half-stone, and Badger. Rain is now wanted for fishing 
—CuHAs. W. NELDER. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing.—During the past week there has been an improvement in the ground- 
line fishing when the weather permits for the boats to fish either to the eastward or 
westward. They return with fair catches of codlin, weighing about 41b, éach. 
They report them to be more plentiful than they have been for some time, and in 
prime condition. Mr. Hopkins, fishing from the flat rock off the Capstone Parade, 
Weather squally.—Ii. COMER, ~* 


Itchen (Winchester). 

Trout fishing commenced on “The Old Barge” on the 16th inst., but no one 
touched a fish till the 20th, when the wind was good enough to get into the south 
for a few hours, and a Mr. S. caught 2} brace of takable fish, and Lieut. W. one. 
Since then, although the wind has been in the south and south-west, it has been so 
cold that no one would go near the river excepting the Mr. S. referred to above, who 
has been very persevering, and has just shown me a brace and a half of fish that he 
killed with a wet fly (a greenish yellow body and partridge hackle, but no wings), a 
mode of fishing seldom practised here. The river is in splendid condition, but not a 
fly init. Wind in south, and if we get a little rain there ought to be some fish 
killed.—_ MESMERIC, 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are now in splendid order for angling, both still remaining clear 
and not too high, A fall of snow, hail, and rain has been had in this district, 
which has made scarcely any difference to the state of these streams. During the 
warmest part of the day the fish have been well on the feed, and rose to the fly 
well. The flies most used at present are the February Red, Blue Dun, and March 
Brown, and several good lots have been landed with them. In the Lugg on Friday 
a gentleman took a few very nice trout with the Blue Dun. The Arrow was tried 
the same day with the March Brown, and a fine lot of fish were landed. On Satur- 
day a gentleman who arrived at Leominster Station, got out of the train and showed 
me a splendid basket of fine trout, averaging 100z. each, all in good condition, 
which he said he had landed with the 'ebruary Red and Blue Dun from the Arrow. 
In the Lugg, near Ford’s Bridge, a few fine fish were landed with the fly. The Lugg, 
near Aymestry, was tried on Monday by a gentleman with the March Brown, and a 
few nice fish were taken. A few trout have been landed near Ivington. A gentleman 
tried the Lugg near Kingsland on Tuesday, and caught a few fine trout. A good lot 
of fish were landed in the water near Hardisland the same day with the Blue Dun. 
Little doing near Stanton. The Pinsley is in good order ; a few fish have been taken 
this week.—_GWYNNE. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

There has not been a great deal of fishing in this district during the week. Salmon- 
fishing has, in consequence of the very fine state of the water, been nearly at a stand- 
still. The Severn Fishery Board has issued a notice to the following effect : That 
it is illegal to fish for, catch, or attempt to catch or kill, any “ fresh-water fish” 
between the 15th of March and the 15th of June, both inclusive. Ina note at the 
foot of the said Bill it is stated that the words “fresh-water fish ” mean any fish 
living permanently or temporarily in fresh water, exclusive of salmon. It will, 
therefore, be news to the majority of anglers to learn that trout are included in 
“ fresh-water fish.” Mr. F. H. Morgan, the hon. sec. of the Shrewsbury (Severn) 
Angling Society, wrote to Mr. Willis-Bund to ask him the following questions 
respecting the said notice :—First, “do the words ‘to fish for, catch, or attempt to 
catch, &c., apply to rod and line fishing”? Second, “ Does the notice prohibit taking 
trout by angling”? Third, “ Do anglers who do not take rough fish require a permit 
as well as those who do”? To these questions Mr, Bund says :—‘‘I return you the 
Bill; it applies to all fishing, unless persons have a permit, whether rod or other- 
wise. I think that both anglers who take, and who do not take, rough fish, require a 
permit.” Therefore, anglers should, if they have not already done so, apply to those 
who issued them licenses, for the necessary permit, and thereby keep themselves 
out of “ harm’s way.” Littlehales, Edwards, and Bryan, on Monday last, caught two 
fine salmon that turned the scale at 25lb.and 22lb. Thomas Graty had fair sport 
below the town one day this week. Mr. Henry Shaw, jun., while out on the 22nd 
along the water side, saw a fine salmon “leap” near Belvedere ; and on Monday 
afternoon went down to tempt him, if possible, with the fly, and after fishing for a 
short time, rose a good fish ; but after a short fight the hook came away, much to 
Mr. Shaw’s and his friends’ disappointment. The river is very clear now, and in the 
evening the minnow may be looked upon as the best bait. The weather has been 
too cold for the fly at present.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Severn and Teme (Worcester). 

In last week’s “ F'.G.” a correspondent, J. A. Griffin, writes : “ We have now a good 
opportunity to angle in all the tributaries of the Severn, as there is a clause in the 
Freshwater Fishery Act that gives power to any fishery board to exempt any part 
of the waters under charge, and the Worcester Board, or, I should say, the Severn 
Board, have shown reason to the Home Secretary why they desire to exempt the 
Severn above Shrewsbury and all her tributaries, except the Avon; so you see that 
the anglers in this district can fish all the fence months.” What J. A. Griffin 
means is to me quite incomprehensible. The Severn Board has taken no action under 
the new Freshwater Fisheries Act ; his statement, therefore, is inexplicable and 
unintelligible to yours obediently—A SEVERN CONSERVATOR. 


Severn (Gloucester). 

Now that the close season has commenced, my reports will necessarily be short, as 
the trout fishing here at present is only of an indifferent character. A step in the 
right direction has, however, been taken by the local angling club to improve the 
sport. Advertisements have been extensively inserted in the local papers for 
suitable water to stock with trout, and several offers have been made, including, I 
hear, a portion of the upper reaches of the Leadon. This water already contains 
trout of good size, and is specially adapted for rearing and preserving them, There 
isno doubt the Leadon might in time be made one of the best trout streams in the 
South of England. The greatest difficulty would be in clearing out a portion of the 
coarse fish with which it abounds, the pike and perch especially. The energetic 
committee appear to have taken the matter inhand witha determination to succeed, 
and I have no doubt in a short time they will be able to introduce the members to 
some good trout fishing. The brooks are very low and fine, almost as low as they 
are generally foundin July. Isaw a local angler this afternoon with five brace of 
fair-sized trout taken with the Cockspur on very fine tackle—SINGLE HAIR, 


Seiont, Gwrfai, and Llyfni (Carnarvon). 


Nothing much has been done in any of the above rivers since my last report. The 
first week of the season has been by far the most successful. The weather has been 
most abominably cold and severe ; the wind continually in the east, and all the sur- 
rounding hills covered with snow. The rivers in consequence have been full of 
snow-broth, making sport very poor. The best baskets have been made in the Seiont. 
All the fish that have been taken were in splendid condition. The best trout fishing 
in. this district is always in the early part of the season, and it would be well if 
several of your correspondents who clamour about early trout taking would consider 
the psor anglers of North Wales. At present we take nice trout; next month the 
“ fry ” will be running down in schools, and the trout then gets but little chance at 
the fly or even worm. During the whole of this season I have seen only one trout in 
spawn, and I believe it is the only one seen by anyone on the rivers. During short 
intervals about mid-day, on several days last week, some nice sport fe 1 to the lot of 
several rods. On Saturday last, for instance, one rod took about 3 lb. out of one 
little pool in about two hours’ time with the fly. Another rod, with worm, killed 
close upon 3lb, in the same time, The fish seemed to be on the feed, for it required 
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Several salmon have 


no science to kill them. The largest basket has been 6Ib. il 
e 


been seen to rise in the Menai Straits here, but none are up the rivers, 
netting season does not open for another six weeks or so.—PYscoTWR. 


The Suir and its Tributaries. 

The reports from the upper waters show still more sport for the past week, The 
water was rather low till to-day, but still there was but little diminution in the 
takes of salmon, while the trout fishing improved in a marked manner, At, Suir- 
mount, Mr. E. Quinlan killed six salmon, weighing respectively 241b., 2131b., 141b., 
111b., 101b., 941b, At Ballycarron waters, Col. Charles Butler one salmon, 211b. ; Capt. 
P. J. Waldron three, 13lb., 12lb., 101b.; Mr. P. Butler one, 9b. ; Mrs, Cambridge 
Grubb, 10lb., 111b. This lady got another in Kilcommon demesne, 111b, ; and also 
one at Garnayilla; 22}lb. The following salmon were killed :—On the waters of 
Ardfinan, Neddins, &c., rented by Mr. Jas. B. Deacon: 19th, one, 10lb.; 20th, two, 
241b., 171b. ; 21st, six,.28lb., 241b., 111b., 101b., 101b., 91b. ; 23rd, five, 221b., 201b., 
121b.,111b., 101b.—14 fish for four days. The Clonmel Cotmen got 12 for the week— 
viz., Monday, one; Tuesday, seven ; Wednesday, one; Thursday, two ; Friday, one.— 
RICHARD BRADFORD. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

A downfall of hail and snow was had in this part on Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, but a quick thaw set in, and it has made but little difference to the state 
of the water, which still keeps clear, and a nice height, and in capital order for 
angling. The fish have been rising better this week at the fly during the warmest 
part of the day, and some good lots have been taken. The best flies on the water 
at present are the March Brown, Blue Dun, and Little Red fly. On Friday the 
water near the town was fished by a gentleman who, with the Blue Dun, took a 
nice-sized trout. The water near Berrington was tried, and a good lot of fish were 
landed with the March Brown. In the Hastham district, a gentleman, on Saturday, 
tried the water with the March Brown and Blue Dun, and caught a capital lot of 
trout averaging }lb. inch. On Monday we saw a gentleman fishing with the fly 
near to Little Hereford, and he took three nice trout in a yery short time. The 
water near Rochford was tried the same day and, with the Little Red, some good 
fish were landed. A gentleman on Tuesday tried the water near the bridge, and 
took three small trout with the March Brown. A few fish have been taken in the 
water near Corn Brook. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are all in capital condition 
for fishing, all keeping clear. A nice lot of trout were landed from the Ledwyche 
this week, and some fine fish from the Rea. ishing in the Kyre quiet yet.—Wor- 
CESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

Notwithstanding the days have been fine and bright, and the water all that could 
be desired, anglers have not been very successful this week. Saturday night and 
Sunday brought a somewhat heavy fall of snow, but this affected the state of the 
rivers very slightly. Fish as yet rise but poorly to the fly, though the March Brown, 
February Red, and Blue Dun have been tried with varying success, and the trout 
caught are hardly up to the mark at present. It is not generally known, I believe, 
but the Teme on the Ludford side is now in possession of a gentleman at Ludford, 
who preserves the water from Ludford to down below Steventon; but anglers find no 
difficulty in pursuing their favourite sport as usual in this quarter, none being 
refused permission to make use of the stream on making proper application. There 
are some good fish in this quarter. Down lower, at Ashford last Thursday, a gen- 
tleman living on the Bull Ring, Ludlow, caught, in Mr. Ralli’s water, six brace of 
very nice trout. Up the Leintwardine quarter a few fish have been caught with the 
March Brown. I heard of a gentleman’s keeper named Barber landing 103 brace 
of trout with the March Brown, and then lost the fly, which was a grand day’s 
sport. Going up the Corve, on Tuesday, as far as Felton, I came across an angler 
who was using a Red Fly. “He showed me three fish he had caught, but they were 
scarcely in good order, and had better have been left in the stream. Some few fish 
have been landed from the Ony and also the Clun. I have heard, also, of some nice 
fish being caught in the Ledwyche.—s. LupLow. 

[Will 8S. Ludlow be good enough to inform us if the Ledwyche is not strictly 
preserved, and if the same is not the case with the Rhea? If the public cannot fish 
them, we fail to see any use in reports from them.—ED. | 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 

The water is in yery good condition for fishing ; some capital sport again this 
week. Major Deane again came to the front with three dozen speckled beauties (as 
Mr. I’. Gosden is pleased to call them) ; a more splendid dish of fish I have very 
rarely seen. On Tuesday Mr. Parker had a fair catch of 23 very good fish ; and on 
Wednesday 8. V. Thomas, Esq., of Wonford House, had a very good day’s sport ; but 
the grayling kept interfering with his sport, all of which he again returned to the 
water. The Blue Dun, March Brown, and Red Palmer are the taking flies. On 
Thursday three Bideford fishermen had some very good sport.—JOHN BLAKE, 


Trent (Newark). 

The riyer is now incapital trim for worm fishing for salmon, but I have not yet 
heard of any salmon anglers trying the lower waters; but another week or two will 
be soon enough for this branch of sport on the Lower Trent. In answer.to many 
inquiries, I1may say that the second edition of my book on “Float Fishing and 
Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” enlarged, revised, and improved, and containing 
a new chapter on “Worm Fishing for Salmon in the Nottingham Style,” is now in 
the hands of the printers, and will be published yery shortly. I shall be glad to 
book orders for same.—THz TRENT OTTER. ; 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both rivers in first-class condition for either fly, minnow, or worm-fishing. Very 
few anglers have been out during the week. The best catches have been made 
by trolling with the Derby Trout-killer, and by fishing with the fly. Anglers are 
anxiously waiting for the Ist of April. Weather to-night (Thursday), wind very 
rough, rain in the wind, Every appearance of a lot of rain falling soon.—GuEO. 


JAS. EATON, : 
BIOS The Yare (Norwich). 

Since last report I have been making inquiries respecting the success, or otherwise, 
of our most ardent pike fishermen, and starting with the river, I found two men who 
are very often out, and who have caught during the season upwards of 300 pike (this 
number includes all sizes, and, of course, a large number were returned). One of 
the above mentioned landed with his own rod 107 in three weeks. Several others have 
also had good luck in the public waters ; but trailing and spinning have both been 
utter failures this past season. With regard to others who have the privilege of 
several days on preserved waters, the following has reached me: A pike fisherman of 
only two years’ experience heads the list with fish of 223lb. and 141b., with upwards 
of forty others from 2lb. to 71b. ; another has taken thirty-four fish in seven days, 
including fish of 19lb., 18lb., 141b., and three of 10lb.; another thirty fish in seven 
days, heaviest 171b. ; another thirty-eight fish in ten days, two heaviest 191b. and 
16lb. ; another, in five days, twenty-seven fish from 41b. up to 14lb. ; another, in two 
days, eighteen fish, largest 12lb. ; another, one day, fish of 163lb. and 11]b. ; another, 
who isa good angler, and has the run of the best spots, writes that the past season 
has been the worst he has known for years, his largest fish only weighing 101b., and 
I may add my own experience has been very similar, haying caught about fifty fish 
since December, but not one over 8lb. I do not think we can complain so much of 
the number, as of the size, no large fish haying been captured ; circumstances adverse 
seems to have prevailed on nearly all occasions with the majority of our brethren.— 


Rosert Moun, 
The Yore (Hawes). : . 
Angling prospects for Easter have much improved, as the wind has got round into 
the west, and the barometer is steadily falling. I should recommend the following 
flies if water is suitable for fly fishing :—Water-hen (yellow body), top side of 








snipe (orange body), lark, and starling, with usual dressings. I expect that I shall 
have to report some great doings in Haster week if prospects continue to improve 
as at present.—J. CoRRY. J 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Cambus O’May Water :—March 19th, George Morton 
two fish, 73lb. and 73lb. Invercauld Arms Water :—March 19th, John Stirton, one 
fish, 8lb.; March 23, John Stirton, three fish, 101b., 91b., and 8}1b.; March 24th, 
John Stirton, one fish, 831b. Cambus O’May Water :—March 23rd., George Morton, 
two fish, 83lb. and 83lb,. On her Majesty’s Balmoral Water, two fish. River very 
low, and very few fish here at present, but 2 good shower of warm rain would tend 
greatly to bring them forward, as I believe there are a good number of fish in the 
lower pools. The most suscessful flies are the Jock Scott, the Gardener, &c. Fish- 
ing has been very difficult for some time back, owing to hard boisterous winds—— 
GEORGE SMITH. 

THE Dir (ABOYNE).—Since my last report the weather has been very unfavour- 
able for fishing, owing to the severe frosts and high winds, which prevented gentle- 
men from getting on the river at all, and those who did turn out had very little 
sport ; consequently, the number taken is not worth mentioning. Should a fall of 
rain take place, which is very likely by the present appearance of the weather, good 
sport is certain—W, BEATTIE. 





DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The weather still keeps anglers back in the Nith; spoiling even 
the work of net-fishing. A great change has set in, however, which promises to be 
to the advantage of angling. The wind has shifted, and. to-day (Thursday) the rain 
is falling in torrents. Fishers in the district of the Annan haye the same com- 
plaint to.make, for they have caught little or nothing lately. In the Annan there 
is very little disease. Langholm anglers are petitioning the Esk and Liddle Fisheries 
Association for an extension of water and a reduction in the price of tickets. This 
step has been taken on account of the east side of the river at the town not being 
available for ticket-holders of the association. At Longland, in the adjoining county 
of Kirkcudbright, three nice fish haye just been landed, two of which fell to Mr, 
Wm. Gillone.—W. B. 








LOCHLEVEN.—There were three boats engaged on Saturday, but the weather was 
uncommonly cold, with a-dry, boisterous~north wind. Mr. Townsend, of Glasgow, 
had the heaviest basket, with 5 trout, weighing about 7lb. The other two boats 
brought in an aggregate of 4 trout—weight not ascertained, 


KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—Yet another week of low water and disappointed hopes, 
for the long-looked for change has yet to come, and poor sport is all that can be 
looked for until the weather softens. The week was very rough and stormy, and 
especially so on the last three days, when large quantities of snow fell, 
which, however, had no appreciable effect on the size of the river. On Monday 
Major-General McIntyre, V.C., had a fish of 8lb. on the Norton House water. On 
Tuesday Mr. Charles Farquhar had one of 71b., and Scott (keeper) one of Slb. on the 
Carlogie water, while Scott had another on Wednesday of 91b, on the same water, 
and Sir Wm. [eilden, Bart., one of 831lb. on the Borrowstone water. On Saturday 
Mr. Charles Farquhar had one of 8lb. on the Carlogie water, Mr. Lamond one of 
741b. on the Norton water, and J. Harper (keeper) one of 73lb. on the Desswood 
water.—WM. BLAcKLAWS. ; 


Tay (PreRtH).—The Tay and tributaries. have been running rather low for the 
past week. For good sport the rivers are well stocked with fish, but they are not 
taking well. Loch Tay: Mr. Gerrard, three salmon, 271b., 241b., and 19lb.; Mrs. 
Johnstone, two, 201b., 18lb. ; Hon. R. J. Cotton, one, 161b.; Mr. Jonhstone, four, 231b., 
22lb., 23lb., and 18lb. The Tay—Castle Menzies: Mz. W. T. Kerr, two, 26lb. and 
19lb. Edradynate: Mr, Murray, one, 211b, Derculich : Mr. Campbell, one, 331b. 
Dalguise water: Mr. Scotland and Mr. Malloch, two, 31lb.and 191b. Findynate : 
Mr. McEwen, one, 341b.; Mr. Butler, one,16lb. Thistle Bridge : Sir W. Elliott, one; 
My. Blair, one, 21lb. Cargill: Mr. Mackenzie, one, 241b. Tummel: Mr. Duff, Pit- 
lochry, two, 26lb, and 18lb. Fair baskets of trout are being caught.—P, D. M. 





IRISH REPORTS. 


BuMTROWE’s RiveER AND LAKE MELVIN (Co. DonrEGAL).—Both river and lake 
were in first-class order for angling in the beginning of the past week, and it looked 
as if we were going to have good sport ; but unfortunately the fine weather did not 
last long, for on Tuesday it began to blow very strong from the south 
west, accompanied by occasional heavy showers of snow and _ sleet—in 
fact, the wind was so strong that fishing was almost out of the 
question. However, a few of the old hands persevered, and the following 
are the results : Capt. Barton, on the 16th, on the upper waters, one salmon, 91b. ; 
D. M. Gowan, on the 18th, on the lower waters, one salmon, 101b.; J. M. M., on the 
18th, one salmon, 1121b., and landed twokelts. Lough Melvin is in good ply; but 
the weather was so stormy last week that boats could not venture out; still, Mr. A. 
Dudgeon managed to land the first fish of the season, a splendid fellow of 1341b. ; he 
also landed and turned out a number of kelts. A few good baskets of trout were 
also taken. The weather is now settled and mild, and there is a good prospect of 
sport for this week if no change takes place—M. RoGAN. 





EASTER HOLIDAYS ARRANGEMENTS, 1885. 


THE Great Eastern Railway Company announce cheap excursions for six days on 
Thursday, 2nd April, from London (Liverpool-street) by their new line vid the 
cathedral cities of Ely and Lincoln, to Doncaster, Hull, Sheffield, Manchester, York, 
Scarboro’, Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield, &c.; also to the principal towns served by 
their trains in Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, &c. A special booking-office will be 
opened at the Liverpool-street Station from the 30th March to the 2nd April for the 
issue of ordinary tickets, and of tourist, fortnightly, Thursday, Friday, or Saturday 
to Tuesday tickets to the seaside for use on forward dates, Tickets may also be 
obtained at the Company's West-end booking-office, 44, Regent-street, and at the 
City booking-offices as under :—Blossom’s Inn, Lawrence-lane, Cheapside ; 48, Lime- 
street, City ; Spread Eagle, 3, Whittington-avenue, Leadenhall Market ; Swan with 
Two Necks, Gresham-street ; Messrs. Cook and Sons, Ludgate-circus, Flect-street ; 
Messrs. Cook and Sons, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn; Messrs. Gaze and Sons, 142, 
Strand ; 16, Holborn; Golden Cross, Charing-cross ; 70, St. Martin’s-lane ; ~ 28, 
Regent-circus, Piccadilly-cireus ; 34, Albert-gate, Knightsbridge ; 33, High-street, 
Kensington ; Mr. Whiteley, Westbourne-grove ; 241, Oxford-street ; Army and Navy 
Hotel, Victoria-street, Westminster. ; 
Additional trains will be run on Thursday and Friday to Colchester, Ipswich, 
Norwich, Clacton, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Cambridge, Lynn, and other principal 
towns on the Great Eastern district, and on Bank Holiday a special excursion will 
leave Liverpool-street for Clacton, Walton, and Harwich. Excursion tickets will 
also be issued by all trains to Epping Forest, Broxbourne, and Rye House, <A special 
service of trains will run from Liverpool-street every 12 minutes to Chingford, every 
half hour to Loughton and to Woolwich, and at frequent intervals to Broxbourne 
and Rye House. There will also be a special half-hourly service of trains from Fen- 
church-street to Chingford and Loughton, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


' THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
VISITING List. 

A return visit was paid to the Conyivial Angling Society on Tuesday, March 24, 
and, I am pleased to say, was a well-attended meeting. Mr. Jillett made a very able 
and lively chairman, whilst Mr. Crocket made a very able vice-chairman. The har- 
mony was commenced by the chairman, followed by Messrs. Crocket, Chambers, 
Stevens, Bowler, Norris, Ingram, J. Holmes, J. Obbard, J. Roberts, Fort, G. Wat- 
ling, Gibbons, Thorling, Nash, and Fowler. In the course of the evening some very 
nice selections of music were given by two members of the Convivial and two 
members of the Globe Angling Society. On the roll being called, eighteen clubs 
responded as follows :—Amicable, Waltonians, City of London, Convivial, Crown and 
Buckland, Eustonian, Great Northern Brothers, Globe, Highbury, Lincoln, Little 
Independent, Original, Clerkenwell Piscatorials, Reform, St. John’s, Sir Hugh 
Myddleton, Star, Sociable Brothers, Hoxton Brothers, and Hearts of Oak. After a 
few remarks from the district officer respecting these visits, and thanking those 
present for the handsome manner they had supported this visiting list, and the 
reading of a card respecting a smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, to take place at the Great Northern Brothers, on Monday, March 
30th, harmony was resumed, and continued till— Time, gentlemen, please.” The 
next visit will go tothe Crown and Buckland after the Easter holidays—F, THor- 
LING. 


: ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 4s, from 
the donation box of the South Hastern Angling Society._R. GHURNEY, sec. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last at the Swan, Mr. H. J. 
Tibbatts in the chair. The formal business was completed, and a general conversa- 
tion upon angling matters took place. A member alluded to the seeming inconsist- 
ency of closing waters against the chub and roach angler, those fish being just now 
in the finest possible condition, Ofcourse, it was agreed that to angle for either 
now would interfere with the preservation of those fish that are now about spawn- 
ing. Members of angling societies are cordially invited to our smoking concert on 
Monday next, the 30th inst., to meet the visit of the No. 1 Eastern District Club, 
and the complimentary dinner to the Lea, &c., bailiffs will be held on the evening 
following—viz., Tuesday, 31st March. Dinner on table at 7.30 precisely. Chairman, 
P. Geen, Esq. Those unable to attend the dinner will find an excellent musical 
entertainment later in the evening, to which anglers are inyited. The usual yote of 
thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings——Hinry THowss, hon. sec. 





CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CUUBS. 
The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, April 10th, at 9 o’clock.— 
J. A, Frreu, secretary. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will 
take place on Monday, March 30th. As this will be our first concert for the above 
object, we trust our brother anglers will endeayour to support us and make it a 
success. To commence at 8 o’clock, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening 
at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Godwin in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Notice of a 
smoking concert of the Great Northern Brothers’ Angling Society at the Robin 
Hood, Southampton-street, Pentonville, was laid before the meeting. A letter was read 
from the secretary of the Clapton Angling Society containing an invite to the meeting 
of the No.1 Hastern District Angling Societies, which will be held at the Clapton club- 
room on Monday next. The chairman reported that, haying seen an account of last 
week’s meeting in the FISHING GAZETTE he had, as honorary solicitor to the society, 
addressed a letter to Lord George Hamilton, calling his attention to the very serious 
effects which the provisions contained in Mr. Maskelyne’s Bill would have upon 
anglers’ rights in the Thames. In reply he had received a letter from his lordship 
promising to look into the Bill, and expressing an opinion that fishing was so popular 
that it ought not to be unduly interfered with. The chairman having been thanked 
for the action he had taken, Mr. Crumplen proposed and Mr. Parker seconded a 
resolution to the effect that “ If necessary a deputation should wait upon his lordship 
to represent the society’s views on the present or any substituted Bill which may be 
fae he A vote of thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings to a close. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society held their.annual supper on Friday, the 20th inst. 
They all mustered with the exception of two, who were both very unwillingly 
absent. After we had all regaled ourselves with the good cheer, which was plenti- 
fully supplied by our worthy host, the distribution of prizes took place, the suc- 
cessful members being Messrs, J. Brain, H. Howard, D. Keep, H. Cann, J. Conroy, 
and C. Smart. Business being concluded, several friends joined the company, and 
harmony was the order of the evening until~closing time, when the company 
wended their way homewards, expressing themselves very pleased with the happy 
evening they had enjoyed together,.—C, Smart, sec. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

We had another big gathering of members at our meeting on the 19th, and this 
may now be looked upon as the normal condition of things for the season. It was 
decided to have a competition in the River Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, on Easter 
Monday, the particulars of which members will receive by circular in due course. 
A most interesting feature was the placing on the table by Mr. Noon of two trout, 
taken out of the lake of Newsham Park, weighing respectively 83oz. and 7}oz., or 
“just a pun’” the pair. The fact proves conclusively that notwithstanding the 
outery to the contrary, trout will thrive in the waters of our park lakes. Two 
handsomer, better-fed trout have rarely been seen, I should think, and, considering 
that these were only placed in this water as yearlings twelve months ago, theit 
growth is eminently satisfactory, and the Liverpool Angling Association is to be 
complimented on the result of their efforts, not only in obtaining the concession of 
angling in the park lakes, but in inducing the stocking of them with Loch Leven 
and Lough Neugh trout. Another interesting feature of the meeting was the pre- 
sentation to the library of three books by Mr. J. HE. Martin, eight by Mr. Chandler, 
and one by Mr. Wood, and a most cordial vote of thanks was passed to the donors. 
Mr. Chandler afterwards announced that he would, within six months, fill one of the 
shelves of the bookcase, an announcement that was received with cheers. Messrs. 
Gass and Roberts should feel well satisfied with the result so far of their efforts to 
fill the bookcase, and, indeed, I should think they are both much pleased, Mem- 
bers please note that the quarter’s subscriptions are now due in.advance, and that 
the tickets for the salmon and trout fishing lately received will not be given to those 
in arrear.—R, WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY.—SMOKING CONCERT. 

The smoking concert of the above society passed off successfully last Wednesday 
evening at the Mona Hotel. This society is particularly fortunate in possessing 
many members who are endowed with great musical talent or dramatic ability, and 
therefore, when these gentlemen are reinforced, as they were last Wednesday even- 





ing by some of their clever friends, they are enabled to produce an entertainment 
which is considerably above the average, and in all ways creditable to the society. 
The chair was occupied by Mr. W. M. Jesse, and Mr. H. Harden was vice-chairman, 
Both these gentlemen have good voices, and the chairman rendered in capital style 
a song from “Carmen,” and “In Cellar Cool.” Mr, H. Harden and Mr. E. Walker 
obliged with the old duet, “ All’s Well,” and acquitted themselves in an able manner. 
The piano was presided over during the evening by Mr. W. Eltringham Kendall, 
who not only is well known asa pianist of high order, but he has also great vocal 
ability. His short sketch of life under the ‘‘ Maine Liquor Law ” was very amusing, 
and was received with shouts of Jaughter. Mr. J: P. Wheeldon, whose powers 
were called: into play early in the evening, sang a pathetic sailor's ballad, in 
which his really splendid baritone voice was heard to great advantage. 
Mr. H. Smith was also another success; his three songs, “ I Love 
Her So,” “ Once I Loved a Maiden Fair,” and the old favourite, ‘ Phillis is My Only 
Joy,” were all received with well-merited applause. Mr. H, H. Brown’s performance 
on the flute is worthy of the highest honours; his solos, “Sing, Birdie, Sing” and “ The 
Pilgrim of Love,” were given in his usual brilliant manner, and were fully appreciated. 
Mr. H. Hardman’s recitations, ‘‘ Phil Blud” and “ Kissing-cups Race,’ would have 
been creditable to the professional stage, for Mr. Hardman not only possesses true 
dramatic instinct, but has a good voice and a clear utterance, all of which he uses to 
the best advantage. Mr, Baily recited “'The Charge of the Light Brigade,” and there 
were several songs, amongst which Mr. W, B. Adlington’s * Gallant Powder Monkey” 
and Mr. T. R. Sach’s “Jump High, Jump Low” were both well received. The 
evening, however, passed rapidly away, and it was not until a late hour that the 
company separated to the strains of “ Auld Lang Syne.”—R. B. 


PRINCESS OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only one member went out on the last day of the season—viz., our veteran, Mr. 
Nye, who was rewarded with a very fine show of chub, barbel, and roach, nearly 
101b., from Taplow, one chub going 41b., thus defeating Mr. EH. Porter for the 
specimen prize by an ounce. Last Thursday the prizes were presented to the 
respective winners of our “go where you please” match, Messrs. W. Wyatt, A 
Porter, and C. Nye; and Mr. Joe Lovett, better known as the “West Drayton 
Otter,” was nominated a member. A meeting will be held on Thursday, April 2, 
when the revision of the rules will be taken into consideration. All members of 
the committee are particularly requested to be in attendance by 8 o’clock sharp. It 
was remarked that our subscription to the “ Hoole Testimonial” was omitted in the 
list published in your last,—G, ATTWELL. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 


RIVER. THAMES BILL. 

The usual meeting of this society took place on Wednesday, at the club-room, 
Station Hotel, Mr. A. J. Little presiding, Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. After 
the minutes of the previous meeting had been read, the chairman stated that he had 
been in further communication with Sir Whittaker Ellis, who wrote to the effect 
that “ he would see Mr. Storey Maskelyne, and if the Bill is likely to proceed, I will 
endeavour to arrange the clause so as not to interfere with the proper enjoyment of 
the river by the public ”; and Mr. Storey Maskelyne had also written : “ The Thames 
Bill No. 2is not yet reprinted in the exact form it will have when issued. I am 
endeavouring to arrive ata general agreement on points raised by persons repre- 
senting several interests; certainly those of the causes you advocate are 
not likely to be neglected, seeing that my whole object in getting the 
inquiry last year, and bringing in the Bill now, has been to secure 
for ever to the general public all the enjoyment of the river that is consistent with 
the undoubted rights of riparian residents, I believe that by a certain amount of 
give-and-take the residents may, by giving up a little of their coveted privacy, gain 
a great deal in more orderly behaviour on the river. In a comiittee, to which I 
shall be prepared to move that the Bill be referred, any questions not yet_in the 
Bill itself can be raised.” The chairman further stated he had seen Mr. Bull, who 
had been in communication with Mr. Dixon Hartland, who had promised to watch 
the Bill in Parliament, so that a satisfactory conclusion might be arrived at. Re- 
ferring to the meeting held at the Mansion House that afternoon, he stated the 
large meeting were unanimous in supporting the Rivers Pollution Bill in Parlia- 
ment, subject to amendment, if necessary, in committee. The draft list of the prize- 
winners during the past season was read, and the meeting of the society terminated 
with the usual toasts, 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We shall soon have to re-christen our old society, lam thinking, considering the 
amount of talent we have amongst us. The Royal George Angling and Harmonic Society 
would be the most appropriate title I can think of. On the 24th inst. we had a most 
delightful evening. The number of visitors was not quite so large as usual, but the 
talent was exceptionally good. Mr. Hallam, of course, was at his post, and stuck to 
it well all the evening, opening with his well-worn but well-rendered song, ‘‘ The 
Powder Monkey,” and was followed by Mr. Shea, who is the possessor of a very fine 
bass voice, sang in excellent style “Drinking.” We hope this gentleman will on 
many occasions visit us. Mr. Carter next sang his favourite song. I really think 
he improves every time he renders it. Mr. Harris, who was good enough to come 
with his friend, Mr. Shea, recited the “Dream of Eugene Aram” in such excellent 
style that all I can say is that 1 am afraid we shall never listen to the like again in 
our room only from himself. Mr. Longland followed with a comic song that 
amused everyone. Messrs. Harris and Shea then sang a duet in a most able manner. 
Mr. Palmer followed, but went right out of his usual course and sang a comic song, 
and sang it well; I forget the name, but itexplained why there was such good fish- 
ing in the Lea. Many of our members will be visiting that neighbourbood in about 
three months’ time to judge for themselves. Mr, Holden was not on the scene, and 
succeeded in creating a big laugh. Mr. Healy was as good as ever. One would have 
thought the duties of vice-chair would have interfered with his vocal abilities, but 
nothing of the kind—* better than ever” is all that can be said of him. Mr. Read- 
ing sang a couple of songs, one of which was the ‘‘ Masher King.” He looked the 
character, and sang well. Mr. Hallam finished with “ Auld Lang Syne” after a 
vote of thanks had been accorded the visitors for their kindness in coming up to 
entertain us. Next Tuesday all the prizes will be distributed, when a large number 
is expected by—W. H. RIDER, 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The seventh annual supper of the above society took place on Wedzesday, the 25th 
inst., and in every respect was the best supper we have had for some time. Our 
host (Mr. W. Parsons) deserves great praise for the manner in which the repast was 
served up, there being abundance of everything. On the remoyal of the cloth, Mr. 
Thorling occupied the chair, and Mr. Hall the vice-chair; and, with Mr, Gibbs at 
the piano, things were ready for harmony, which was started by the chairman. 
After the usual loyal toast, Mr. Stevens (our secretary), Messrs. Brockwell, Warner, 
Joy, and Bernard followed with songs, when we were delighted to hear that Miss 
Parsons had consented to sing us some of her favourite songs, which she did, proving 
to those present that she was a thorough master of both the songs and instrument, 
Then came Mr. Hall, with his “Dumb Wife” (but not in person), followed by 
Messrs. Butt, Wileockson, Warner, Leach, Goudge, and Matthews, and Mr. Joy with 
his song’ of “ Famed Bow-street,’ introducing many imitations. The chairman 
then proposed the next toast, which was “ Success to the Club,” which was responded 
to in a very hearty manner ; after which we proceeded with our new prize list, 
which, with a little coaxing, grew so rapidly that we have every reason to be proud 
of it, as every member subscribed, besides many friends and host Parsons. Mr. 
Fiddis then gave us a very nice reading, and Messrs. Reyman, Thorling, and Stevens 
each sang songs, which shrought a yery enjoyable entertainment to a close—F 
THORLING, 
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THE YEOVIL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting of the members of the Yeovil Angling Association was held at 
the Mermaid Hotel last Saturday afternoon, Mr. W. H. Mayo presiding. There were 
also present : Major-General Clay, Messrs. G. Custard, J. Corrie, E. L. Whitby, T. C. 
Bartlett, H. F. Raymond, Walter Raymond, J. H. Young, W. Young, W. Stoodley, 
Maidment, Pollett, Holman, G. H. Whitby, J. Foan, A. W. Young, H. M. Watts, W. 
Corry, and P. W. Mayo (hon. secretary). The report read by the secretary showed 
that the receipts amounted to £30 9d. 6d., and the expenditure to £24 19s. 7d., leaving 
a balance in hand of £5 9s. 11d., against which there were the wages of the water 
bailiff up to the 25th inst., amounting to £7 10s. The committee considéred that the 
Association had been the means, not only of saving the destruction of a large quantity 
of fish, but also of materially increasing the stock. The thanks of the Association 
were due to Major-General Clay for turning a quantity of perch, bream, rudd,and chub 
into the river—the three latter varieties being new to the water. The Association 
also wished to thank the owners and occupiers of land who had greatly assisted 
their operations, and they considered that the satisfactory working of the Associa- 
tion was in a great measure due to the vigilance of the occupiers of land adjoining 
the river, without whose help it would be impossible for the water bailiff to look 
strictly after the whole of the Association water, extending as it does some 12 to 15 
miles. The committee thanked Mr. Corrie for providing a room for the meetings 
of the Association. and concluded by stating that,as the Society had been the means 
of preventing trespassing, its operation had been of some advantage to the occupiers. 
The committee suggested that Major Gooddenshould be elected president in the place 
of Mr. Messiter. The report was received and adopted. Major Goodden was elected 
president, and Mr. W. H. Mayo vice-president. The following were appointed mem- 
bers of the committee :—Messrs. J. Corrie, G. W. Custard, A. Galpin, A.J. and H. 
Bown, W. Corry, and W.H. Cox. Thanks having been yoted to the honorary 
secretary and committee, the proceedings terminated. . 





ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 21. 





By Mr. Gro. M. Kerson. 


6, 7.—Usk Parrerns (Continued). 


SINCE penning my previous observations of the expected alterations in the Usk 
district, the conservators have met and decided upon rules and regulations which 
appear to give general satisfaction. The GAzETTE announced the meeting and 
notified particulars in the issue of the 14th inst. But perhaps there is no harm 
in repeating that six daily tickets are set apart for visitors, three available for 
the lower, and three for the upper portion. 

It is particularly gratifying to learn that the Clytha water, in addition to 
other important fisheries, is now taken up by this association. But as quite the 
upper beat by Penpergwm bridge has been private property for years, and is, in 
consequence, very little known, I propose to-day to offer a few suggestions as to 
the best mode of working some of it, and express my views of the sizes and 
colours of the flies which from time to time I have found most serviceable. 

This little arrangement, though it will not make so very much difference, 
perhaps, will unfortunately entail another postponement of our discussions on 
on wing feathers, and, therefure, the finishing touches of fly-dressing gets a still 
further rest. However, we will begin with the deep, still part of the pool by 
the bridge ; and although drawn from memory, if you kindly refer to the sketch 
which was given in the Christmas double number of the Gazerrs, 20th Dee. last, 
I think you will be able to follow me without the least trouble. 

Now, in certain conditions of water the large eddy close up to the parapet, 
although a famous spot for holding fish, and the home, so to speak, of this 
prolific piece of water, three hundred yards or more in extent, is altogether a 
very unsatisfactory corner. The haunt is not only too deep, generally speaking, 
but is full of piles, and, therefore, the odds are considerably against you, 
independently of its being a sulky and uncertain catch. 

Nevertheless, to those fond of losing tackle there isa way of moving a fish 
by letting a small dark Hagle sink of its own accord ; but this means a long cast 
straight across the water, which alone seems to suggest a waste of time. 

The stream soon sets across at the tail of the eddy, where a shallow begins on 





our side, so the plan is to wade in just below the first willow tree, and if the { 


water is fairly up, the chances are lessened, if you get hold of a fish, of its 
making at once towards the ;iles. In wending your way out into the river you 
cannot go too gently till you come to the gravel ; not that there isany danger, but 
at starting the course is deep and muddy, and it is as well not to stir it up and 
send ripples over the best part. ‘The farther out you go the better, and if the 
river is high, there is a good catch on the other edge of this stream that sets 
across, which may be about three-parts of the way over. Your fly can be 1}in. 
in length, say, with plenty of peacock her] in the wing over a light claret body, 
having a couple of strips of [bis mixed witha Toucan tail. But over and beyond 
there, closer to the bank, the water is quite still, and in a very few paces you 
will command it, though you will find difficulty in playing the fly properly 
for the first twenty yards. I recommend single hooks in ‘that spot, as the 
surface of the water is smooth and the fish lie close to the bank, which 
necessitates light and well-directed casting, and the fly allowed to sink at once 
by holding the rod still. Then the stream begins to flow faster, and gradually 
becoming shallower, a smaller fly should be mounted, If the willows and under- 
wood are high enough on Lady Llanover’s side to shade the edge of the water 
sufficiently, try a dark claret body in preference to the light, using less herl in 
the wing, with a slight strip of white-tipped turkey mixed with it. 

It is a grand thing to remember when you raise a fish to give it three or four 
minutes’ rest before trying a smaller pattern, something similar, but less gaudy— 
the Baker, on a No. 2 hook, for example, after the Butcher, which was dressed 
ona No.1. But grubs, unfortunately, have not come into fashion yet ; still I 
much prefer what may be termed a Butcher grub instead of the Baker. Indeed, 
the majority of the fish I take, especially when they are shy, are caught with 
grubs. Having expressed this fayourable opinion of them, I may here mention 
that I have decided to illustrate one or two at once, and discontinue the winged 
patterns for this river, at any rate, for the present. The few of that sort already 
described, including the Baker, Jock Scott of course, the Dirty Orange, Lydia, 
and, say, the Lemon-ended Grey, and the Lion would forma first-class collection, 
and, to my mind, all that one need wish for. But to return. As soon as you 
have worked down to the dangerous arborescent growth in the water close to 
the bank, twenty yards above the high alder (?) trees on the bank opposite, you 
require a stillsmaller fly, and, as arule, Jock Scott, ona double No. 3 hook, 
would answer the purpose well. Nearly every foot of water is good down 
to this clump of bushes which provides two catches, one quite at the top part, 
the other at least two yards entirely below. The wading now will be a little 
more trying as the water deepens, and when you can only just manage to make 
headway you come almost at once to some good quarters, which, in strict 
parlance, may be considered a certain catch. 


Beginning at the first high tree—for I have always found it barren between 


it and the bushes referred to—you can cast carefully on for the next twenty- 
five or thirty yards, and expect fish all the way. But, although you may raise 


them, they will refuse unless your flies are very small. I use No. 4’s and 5’s, 
double hooks, or a dark grub on a No. 2 single hook. 

The whole of this upper part of the new district is in good ply when the 
water trickles over th2 posts just below poor Mr. Clifford’s favourite catch, 
better known now as the Bryn stream—a stream very easily fished, and always 
looked upon as a moral certainty till it gets ‘“‘dead low,” or till the water has 
fallen, say, a couple of feet. At the entrance of it the angler will not fail to 
recognise a deepish hole in the sand, too deep to wade at any time. In high 
water this always holds a fish or two-—in fact, I have sometimes found three or 
four there. 

The exact spot is at the tail of the little shallow rough rapid, and the only 
way to fish it is to stand in the water close to the shore twenty yards above, and 
not to think of casting off the bank. 

Unless it is very early in the morning, or before the sun is over the top of the 
opposite trees, a light-bodied fly—Childers, for instance—on a No. 2 hook gene- 
rally insures an interview. 





THE CLARET GRUB. 


Tt would be over and above what is required-—turning now to our illustration 
—to enumerate the numberless instances which I can call to mind of the many 
facts that might be adduced in favour of ‘‘ grubs” ; but to speak plainly Ireally 
regard them, one and all, as actual requisites. 

Look at the long list of standards more or less resplendent in all the colours 
of the rainbow, and perhaps gay with the glory of Summer Duck, Tippet, and 
Macaw ; and think of the dozens of private patterns glittering in gold and 
silver tinsel ! 

With this style of dressing the combination of all their colours can be con- 
siderably toned down, the effect softened by the hackles in their all-round play, 
while the animation in the water is materially increased. ‘The sooner each and 
every fly “has its grub,” I fancy the sooner we shall read and hear of better 
records in a very large majority of our rivers. 

I dress one of my choicest after this fashion and call it— 


THE Jock Scorr GRup. : 


Tag : Silver twist and canary silk. 

Tail: Yellow macaw, with three or four strands of the single-spotted 
Gallina. 

No. 1 hackle—Two turns of canary and two turns natural black hackle. 

Body : The first half, dark canary silk, ribbed with fine silver tinsel. ~ 

No. 2 or centre hackle—Three turns dirty orange hackle and two of Gallina 
dyed dark dirty orange. 

The second half-of the body, black Berlin wool, ribbed with silver tinsel. 

The head hackle, two turns of white coch-y-bonddu dyed blue, three of 
natural black hackle, and two of Gallina dyed in Bismarek brown ; and if the 
water is coloured, just the points of two very small Jungle, as cheeks, to 
the head hackle. But the old-fashioned “Glow-worm” is probably one of 
the best for the Usk, though in my opinion it does its work best in tho 
autumn, 

And another useful specimen for this and many other rivers I visit will 
be found in the one illustrated, and called— 


THE CLARET GRUB. 

Tt is dressed as follows :— 

Tag : Silver twist. 

Tail : Ibis, yellow macaw, and summer Duck. 

No. 1 hackle—A white coch-y-bonddu dyed light-red claret. 

Body: The first half dark-red claret seal’s fur (not picked out) ribbed with 
yellow chenille. 

No. 2 or centre hackle—Two turns natural blue dun hackle, and three of 
coch-y-bonddu plum claret. 

The second half of body is a mixture of three-parts black seal’s fur, and one 
part plum claret seal’s fur, ribbed with silver tinsel. 

Head hackle a large dark coch-y-bonddu, followed by two turns Gallina dyed 
plum claret. 





RIVER POLLUTION. 


On Wednesday, at the Mansion House, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, 
a meeting was held in support of the measure for the prompt suppression of 
pollution in the streams and watercourses of the country, which stands on the 
notice paper for second reading in the House of Commons. The meeting was 
largely attended by representative men connected with the fishery boards of 
the kiagdom, the sanitary associations, the Sanitary Institute of Great Britain, 
conservancy boards of various rivers, the piscatorial societies and the Fish 
Culture Association. 

Among those present were Sir J. Whittaker Ellis, Mr. Hastings, M.P., the Prime 
Warden of the Fishmongers’ Company, Mr. Henry Fennell, Mr. W. Eassie, 
Mr. Rogers Field, Mr. Philip Geen, Mr. R. B. Marston, the Hon. W. F. B. Massey 
Mainwaring, Mr. W. Senior, Mr. Basil Field, Mr. Oldham Chambers, Mr. C. N. 
Cresswell, Mr, T. J. Mann, Dr. Bartlett, Mr. T. Andrews, Mr. A. J. Butler, Mr. T. 
Whyman, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, Captain Alfred, Mr. T. Crumplen, Mr. R. Ghurney, 
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Parker, &c. 

Mr. John Whittaker Ellis, who opened the meeting in the temporary absence of 


the Lord Mayor, said it was deeply to be regretted that no Government authorities | 


had taken up the duty of preserving the rivers and watercourses of the country from 
pollution, and the public ought to be deeply thankful to those who had undertaken 
the task, in the best interests of all classes, to do the work which it was the rightful 
duty of a Government to discharge. Towns after towns and village after village 
poured their pollutions into a river in such a manner that any one town had the 
excuse that they could not make the stream fouler, and so the work of pollution 
continued. Hence, most of the streams that were near towns were black and foul, 
the inhabitants being deprived, not only of the delight which streams in a natural 
state gaye—they were not only deprived of the water for their use, but in the place 
of the enjoyment they had nuisance and disease thus brought to them by 
the very means which should give them health, and pleasure, and profit. Parlia- 
ment, in 1876, passed a measure to remedy this state of things, but the measure, 
being permissive, had been without avail ; and now a Bill had been prepared by Mr. 
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Willis-Bund, and backed by Mr. Hastings, Earl Perey, and Mr. Walrond, with the 
view of remedying the defects of the inoperative measure. He held that the manu- 
facturers, whose refuse, when mixed with the sewage in the rivers, threw off gases 
dangerous to life, were entitled to be considered, and should not be made individually 
responsible for the condition of things which had grown up in relation to the rivers. 
He considered that the local authorities should make provision for the carrying off 
of the efluents from the factories, and he was convinced that the manufacturers 
themselves would be able, by the aid of science, to utilise their waste products so as 
to make the waste innocuous when poured into the sewers, while the local authorities 
liad the duty cast upon them of otherwise disposing of the sewage than by casting it 
into the rivers. He moved a resolution to the effect that the compulsory enforce- 
ment of the law against river pollution being of urgent paramount importance, it 
was the earnest desire of the meeting that the Rivers Pollution Bill might be passed 
in the present session of Parliament in the shape which would best secure the attain- 
ment of a great public object. 

Mr. C. N. Cresswell, in the absence of Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., who was detained in 
the House of Commons, seconded the motion, and said that the condition of the 
rivers was a most vital one, as the water-ways of the kingdom deeply affected the 
health of the community. Those who had taken up this question had been met by 
the ery that any attempt to stop pollution of the rivers would interfere with manu- 
facture ; he insisted, however, that the purification of the rivers would not only 
benefit the health of the people, but would greatly advantage the manufacturers by 
giving them the uses of unpolluted streams. 

The resolution was put to the meeting, and carried unanimously. 

The Lord Mayor, who had then taken the chair, expressed his interest in the views 
of the association. 

Mr. Hastings, M.P., in moving a resolution calling for support to the National 
Society for securing the rivers from pollution, proceeded to describe the ineffective- 
ness of all previous legislation in securing the public against the dangers arising 
from polluted rivers. He stated that rivers had gone from bad to worse, even in the 
face of the legislation of 1876, and he remarked of the Severn that there was now no 
trace left in that once beautiful river of the description given by Milton in “ Comus,” 
for the “ glassy’ and the “translucent” waters, by the misuse of those who dwelt 
upon the banks, had disappeared. Petitions innumerable came from fishery boards 
and others that steps might be taken to prevent the evils which poisoned the water, 
and so robbed the people of one of the elements of life: poisoned the air, and thus 
lessened the span of life ; and poisoned the fish, and thus lessened the production of 
food. Manufacturers had confessed that river pollution was costly to them in de- 
priving them of pure water, and he proceeded to declare that he was ready to assent 
to reasonable terms in having the Bill referred to a Select Committee in return for 
the second reading. 

The Hon. W. Massey Mainwaring seconded the motion, which was carried, and 
thanks to the Lord Mayor concluded the proceedings 





GASTRONOMICAL VALUE OF GRAYLING. 

Srr,—lI enclose cuttings,which you may consider interesting to some of your readers. 
I should be glad to have your opinionas to the value of the grayling, gastronomically. 
Angling authorities speak highly of them in that respect ; but my experience of 
Trent grayling i is that the flavour is much about the same as roach, and certainly 
very inferior to trout. Other anglers have expressed the same opinion, The reach 
the fish were caught in is miles from the nearest town on the river, so the insipidity 
of the fish would not be caused by the water being polluted. 

I think the burbot or eelpout ranks next to the eel for the table, and worthy of 
the notice of the National Fish Culture Association. 

IT inclose a piece of the Staffs. Advertiser. Unfortunately the lower part of the 
article is missing, but the information in the inclosed portion may perhaps be of 
some value,—I am, kc., A. E. ELLISON ceoyeae 

[We have not tasted Trent grayling. The flavour of this fish varies very much ; 
the Yorkshire Yore, Rye, Derwent, and Wharfe, it is as good as trout, while the 
grayling of the Costa, in the same ‘county, are not worth eating. The grayling of 
the Lug, Teme, Clun, and Arrow are of fine flavour. We never “caught any Hamp- 
shire grayling worth eating, though they surpass all others, except, perhaps, the 
Costa fish, in fighting qualities, We have always noticed that where grayling feed 
much on the freshwater shrimp, they increase in size and strength, but become 
woolly and tasteless, Mr. Smelt’s suggestion respecting the burbot is a valuable 


one.—ED. | 
(eC 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flics 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28. per Dozen 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 


Salmon and Trout Fishing on the Don, with Furnished Farmh.use of 
Ten Apartments. 
For Particulars of Let, Apply 


JAMES BROWN, 


GAME DEALER. NEW MARKET, ABERDEEN. 


BREAT “REMEL y [NEW FISHING JACKET 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW MR. KELSON, 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON, 
et. aiaaes Prevents as TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
uic elieves or Cures the wors ; y 
a ar TYPHUS, SCARLET, 60, New Bond Street, LONDON, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Hxtract from 
letter of C, Fitzgerald, Esq,, formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 8d., 
11s., and 21s. each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C. 














Prices and Particulars upon Application. 


JONES & CO., 
39, Duke St., 8.W., London. 


late of 
111, JERMYN STREET, 8.W. 


Prizes awarded in 1851 and 1862 for 
Rods, Flies, and Tackle of unequalled 
excellence, 


HOWARTH’S PATENT REELS, 


For the Trent Style, Now Ready. Also 
the BEST BOYS’ LINES in the Market, 


ADDRESS : 
S. HOWARTH, 


184 and 185, STATION STREET, 
BURTON-ON-TRENT, 





THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING Goop, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 
RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 
Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
Behe Rr loct pee and finish, 4s. ,58. ,6s.,7s.,and 
8. each 

Superior finished Salmon Rods, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s. ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Supcrior finished Greenheart Fly, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s. 6d.,93,., and 10s. each, 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s. 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits, from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s. to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackle at the very cheapest 
rate. 
BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & M 

AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 


YEARLING TROUT AND FRY, 
SEASON, 1885. 


Yearling Trout from large Game Fish, 
£15 per 1,000, £2 per 100. Fry of Kennet 
Trout, Salmo Ferox, and Salmo Fario, £2 
per 1,000. Yearling Trout to be delivered 
April and May. 


W. T. SILK, Burghley Park, Stamford. 


AKER 





New Publication, Interesting and Valuable, 
containing 
A RECORD OF FACTS, PRINCIPLES, AND DIS- 
COVERIES RELATING TO THE IMPROVE- 
MENT AND PRESERVATION OF HUMAN 
LIFE ON EARTH. 


Liveryone should read “ EARTH LIFE,’ and we 
will send a copy free to every reader of FISHING 
GAZETTE on receipt of stamp and address, 


G. M. MURRAY & CoO., 
83, CASTLE STREET, HOLBORN, LONDON. 


OR SALE, £5 SALMON ROD, 18ft.; 

4 joints,' + extra joints, 40s. ; 80yds: 

Line (unused', 12s.; 4}in. reel, bronze 

revolving plate, 15s. ; 3in. reel, revolving 

plate, and 40yds. good trout line, 6s, 6d.— 

W. B., FISHING GAzxETTE Office, 12, 
Fetter Lane. 


Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guinea a 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
ww elling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
eold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
- the skin, disturbed 
sleep, frightful dreams, and all nervous and 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands of cas e Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, aud they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required, No female should be without them, 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health. 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like ‘‘ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanf rame, These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BEBCHAM'’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed, 

Cau'rION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BEKCHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affiwed to each box 
of the Pills. Hf not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and soll wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T. Beechim, Ghemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s, 14d. and. 2s, 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 86 
stamp3.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicme 
Dealers in the Kingdom, 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, 











BAMBRIDGE’S NEW CAST-DAMPER BO( 


See FISHING GAZETTE, January 10th 
1885, which says :—‘ Fly-fishers willint 
th’s Cast-Damper Boxa boon.”—Price, post 
free, 1s. 8d. each, of B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 
“The Thames Trout,” Eton-on-Thamces. 





“ Worth the money. A strong, ight, useful Rod, 
exactly suited four Roach or General Buttum Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as bei ing allit pretends 

“be.” —FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight, 7 to 8oz. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 84., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra. 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, $ 
joints, price 9s. 6d. 

1 yard gut cast, 1s. 8d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
east, 2s.5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 8s. 4d. 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100 ; 2s. per 503; and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., 1s,4d.and 1s. 10d,; Salmon, 5s, 
per 100, 

H. BOOTH, 18, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD S7. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 





SHow Rooms :— 

149, Lire $371, OXFORD STREET. 
BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN, 

Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


JAMES OGDEN 


FLY-TYING. 


*“ This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and fish catching.” 
—FISHING GAZETTE, 





Can be had, post free, by sending 2s.6d. in stampsto 
SAMPSON LOW and CO., 
188, Fleet Street, London. 


FLIES. 


EVON BLUE UPRIGHTS kill throughout the 
season, and in almost all waters (try them), Post 
Free, 1s. 6d. per dozen, 


C. W. NELDER, 


Carnarvon Arms Angling Quarters, 


DULVERTON STATION. 


THE EXCELSIOR OR 
DEVON SALMON SPINNER 


Has taken more Salmon from the Trent last Season 
than any other bait ever known. One fisherman 
took no less than seventeen. The colour on the 
spinners is most suitable for the fish. Price, with 
twisted gut trace and lead, 2s, 6d. each ; trout size, 
2s.each. Price list, post free. 


THE DERBY PATENT 


LIVE-BAIT HARNESS 


Is. 61. each, Post Free. 


W. A. MARTIN, 


8, LONDON ROAD, DERBY. 


\ ISHURSTINE, for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 

men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies, 











Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and 1s, each, 


Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE 
Company, Limited, London, 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


NOW READY. 


PRICE ~-2s..%6d: 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “ FISHING GAZETTE,” with Leather Back’; will hold half 


a year’s GAZETTES, 


To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


THE 





See the Tield, November lst; 
GAZETTE, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler cau learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

liour’s practice. 
A longer line can be zast than by any other Reel. 
Tt can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible, 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for Flies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; 
Trout Reels ; 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies; 
special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, 
Diplomas of Honour. 


TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


the FISHING 


Gold Medal for 


Gold Medal for 
Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 


Also, set 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 





“CISD bel e 
Colville Square, 


MANSIONS, 
Bayswater, W. 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience ; Bathroom, with 


Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &e. 
Omnibuses pass the Mansions. 


and of easy access to all parts. 


Close to Kensington Gardens, 
Rent from £65, 


Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 
6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d. per PEt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 
&e., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food isinvaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TROUT and GRAYLING, 


OVA, FRY, 


AND 


YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, 8. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 








For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 
ESTABLISHED 1851. 
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IRKBECK BAN K— 
Current Accounts opened according to the usna 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special cireumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Decds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, om application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 

March 31st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions 














OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY 


OW TO PURCILASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 

MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 

Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOCIETY 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 

Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 





ICKIE’S VOICE IMPROVER.—AI1 
i Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds, Sold 
in packets, 6d. and Is, each. Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDER, F.R.ELS,, 


Dealer in all kinds of 


Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c., 


for the Aquarium, 


52, KING WILLIAM STREET. 


Section of the 
“Dunelm’ Built Cane 


Rods. 

Write for Lllustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulars of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuetured by 


es W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland. | 


BS ee POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“Whatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.” ... “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 
and light.”—Dean Swift or Matthew Arnold. 


Se and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 

Or glitt’ring starlight without thee issweet,” 
—WMilion. 


eae POLLARD, &CO., London. 


“ There eke the soft delights that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.” —7homson. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“ Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.” 
— Wordsworth, 
ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 
“T knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled” 
“. ,. There’s nothing half so sweet in life.” 
—T. Moore. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“A feasting presence full of light,” 
“ But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes.” 
— Shakespeare, 
XALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
‘ facturers. 
Wholesale—29, Farringdon-road, London, B.C. 
Retail—Wishart and Co., 41, Haymarket, or of any 
respectable dealer, 








Nene On DEPOSIT BANK, 
I A No. 17, King William Street, Charing C: oss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000, 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years. Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred)—ROBERT 
P. HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to, 
Special terms for country loans, Distance no ob- 
ject, Easy repayments, and no geunine applica- 
ion refused., A gentleman sent:froni the bank to 
carry out all arrangements, 








SALMON 
FISHING. 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, from 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


ADE 

Fishing 

— Stockings 

ishing 
Hrogues 

Fishing 

Hoots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 
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VENTILATED 


FISHING 
GOATS. 


The Latest Improvement in 














and C0.’S 
Only Address, Corner of 


Air Street 


19, PICCADILLY. 


9! GouT 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 


WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH ANL 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHER Satan 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous, 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 2 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station. 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England. 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table d’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors, "4 
Boats at moderate charges. 


Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, - 


Great Western Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 
Toreross is about 20 miles south of 
Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng: 
land for winter fishing 


Devonshire Rivers. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in 
ANY STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen, 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Devon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite——Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. . 


ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel, 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
on a beautiful stretch of the Tay, and 
TROUT FISHING on Loch-na-Craig, both 
with use of Boat Free, 


ALEXANDER NICOL, 
Lessee. 


DULVERTON. 
EXE AND BARLE FISHING, 


Superior PRIVATE APARTMENTS, with 
or without Board, on moderate terms, at 
Melton House, Dulverton. 


W. BABB, Proprietor. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON 


(ENGLISH SWITZERLAND), 


LYNDALE HOTEL. 


First-class for Families and Tourists ; 
close to the sea, standing in its own pic- 
turesque grounds of 40 acres. Also the 
right of Fishing over 20 miles of the 
best Trout and Salmon Streams in the 
North of Devon, commencing outside the 
Hotel, to the Doones of Badgeworthy, 
Charges strictly moderate, 


Write for Tariff, &o. 
BLAIR’S GOUT OR RHEUMATISM, 


The excruciating pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele- 
brated Medicine, 

Sold by. all Chemists at 
1s, 14d, and 2s, 9d, per box, 





PILLS. 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


248, per Gall, | wna carries Pai. 488, per Dozen, 


SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, . 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, B.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS. “A, J“ WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 4 yA 
tive of Cold SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
ie f FREE from FUSEL OIL. 
L "Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 

* Wine Merchants and Retailers. 


go SOLE Proprietors — 


“4 —~*DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDER. 
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SN Panag Pin con oe 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZEPTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom: 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of:such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZHTTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 


re vee = part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
s. 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FisHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T, E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All_ Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON Low, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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THE SALMON RIVERS OF FRANCE. 





By EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D. 








THAT salmon were plentiful in the rivers of France which flow into 
the English Channel or Bay of Biscay is evident from the 
writings of JDelarbre, Maudwyt, Cuvier, Valenciennes, and 
others, and that considerable numbers were yearly taken, even 
up to the end of the first half of the present century, we have 
plenty of proof. The exigencies of navigation and the for- 
' mation of dykes and dams many feet above the jumping powers of 
the fish, for the purposes of mills, combined with the want of 
knowledge of the natural history of the salmon, have caused them 
gradually but surely to disappear, so that in many rivers where a few 
years ago these fish were abundant, now but few are found to ascend 
to their spawning grounds. 

The French pisciculturists have, however, at length become alive to this 
serious diminution of a very fine property, and in many places, by the reduction 
of the height of the dams, the proper application of salmon ladders and 
the removal of impedimenia, with the introduction of a large quantity 
of fry in the upper waters, as in the rivers of the Puy de Déme, the salmon 
are again increasing in numbers, and if proper restrictions were placed upon 
nets and netters, the fish would be as plentiful as they were 60 or 70 years ago. 

As far as I know, there is no account or record of fly-fishing for salmon in 
France, or, indeed, of any other mode of their capture than by nets ; yet the 
salmon, or, at any|rate, the sea-trout, which frequent some of these rivers, ought to 
rise at the fly. So perhaps a short account of these rivers may induce some of 
those who contemplate a fishing excursion into the West of France to take a 
double-handed trout rod with them, and an assortment of flies for sea-trout 
and salmon, and try their luck, and give us their experience in the FisHinG 
Gazette on their return. The fly-fisher, however, may be certain that with 
proper precautions in obtaining permission to fish, whether successful or not 
as regards the Salmo salar or Salmo trutta, he will have rare sport with the 
Salmo fario, which abound in all these rivers. 


Part, I—Rivers which Flow into the English Channel. 


TuE SomMeE. 


The railroad from Boulogne to Paris, as it nears Abbeville, crosses a broad 
and rather rapid river, very suggestive of sport, particularly a pool and stream 
below the bridge.. This is the Somme, and probably few who cross it‘are 
aware that it-is a salmon river. The Somme rises in the hills near St. Quentin in 











the Department of the Aisne, then flows by the famous fortress of Ham, entering 
the Department of the Somme, and so to Peronne, Bray, Amiens, Abbeville, 
and falls into the Channel at St. Valery. Formerly the salmon ran up almost 
to St. Quentin, but the nnmber of mills and other obstructions necessary for 
the porposes of navigation have caused the fish to become very scarce. 
It is a great pity that means are not taken to allow the fish to get to 
their spawning-beds, and thereby preserve a very valuable commodity to the 
riparian owners. Still, as late as 1881, according to Dre Emile Moreau 
(“ Histoire Naturelle des Poissons de la France”), salmon and sea-trout were 
assez commun, Marcotte (‘‘ Anim. Verieb.,” Abbeville) says that a peculiar 
variety of the salmon ascends this river in the autumn which he calls sawmon 
bécard, and which Moreau, following Cuvier and Valenciennes, gives the name 
of salmo hamatus. ‘La mandibule du Bécard est tres longne recourbée au 
crochet a son extrémité antérieure qui vient se loger dans une fossette de la 
machoire superieure, outre les téches rougedtres sur ie dos, il en existe aussi sur 
les flancs, sur l’opereule et le préopercule. 

Notwithstanding that ichthyologists have proved that the bécard is nothing 
but the male salmon in his nuptial costume, which the above description 
completely verifies, Moreau still gives this as a variety of the Salmo salar, 
Valenciennes having stated that he has examined the female bécard with a long 
beak the same as the male. 

Mr. Robert Blakey (‘‘ Palmer Hackle”), in his “ Hints on Angling,” 1846,describes 
the Somme as a capital trout river, particularly in the upper water, but he 
does not say a word about Salmo salar. He has heard, however (but never seen), 
of very large trout (query salmon) being caught by the fishermen in their nets 
weighing 14]b. and 15lb. It is, therefore, evidently a good trout river, and in 
all probability lower down near-_r the sea a salmon occasionally might be found— 
at any rate, the next best to him, the salmo trutta, sea-trout. There are also 
two capital tributaries which run into the Somme at Amiens—the Avre, and the 
Celle—which would, if it were not for the various obstructions, contain both 
salmon and sea-trout, as well as the common trout, which latter abound. It 
should be borne in mind by all anglers fishing in France that the fishing on all 
navigable portions of the river is free, and belongs to the State; but the 
moment the path ceases, or on the side where there is no path, the 
riparian owner comes into view, and permission must be obtained. When crops 
are growing, this permission is very difficult ; after they are cut and carried, 
less so. It would be always advisable to consult the Garde-Chasse of the 
district, who is a Government official, before even thinking of putting your rod 
together ;much annoyance and future trouble may be thereby prevented. It is 
absolutely necessary to find out the laws of the Commune in which you wish to 
fish ; and, also, the riparian owners being very numerous, the Garde-Chasse is 
the only person who can put you in the way to overcome these difficulties— 
a 5 france piece is well bestowed on him for his trouble. The French laws as 
regards trespass are very severe. These remarks apply to all rivers in France, 
and generally on the Continent, except, perhaps, in Switzerland. 


THE SEINE. 


When, some fifty years ago, I first leant over the parapet of the Pont Neuf at 
Paris watching the men and boys intent on their rods and lines, some on the 
shore, others at the ends of barges or washing-boats, and now and again saw 
them land little bright, wriggling fish, I little thought that some of these little 
fish might be, and probably were, samlets, or smolts. In those days many a 
30lb. salmon made its way through the green, clear water, as it rushed through 
the bridges, and ascended for many miles above the great city. Salmon were 
then plentiful enough in the Seine, and numbers were netted in the lower 
waters near Quille-boeuf ; now they are rare, yet occasionally are taken; one 
was netted at Caudebec weighing 24Ib. ; another at Montereau, 40 miles above 
Paris ;one taken between Cezy and Joigny on the Yonne weighing 28lb. 
Although the Seine continues a fine, clear river far above Montereau, yet the 
salmon, according to Moreau, never go up higher, but leave this river and 
ascend the Yonne, which joins the Seine at that town. In the Yonne they run 
up for some miles above Auxérre, but most of them leave the Yonne at Cravant 
and ascend the Cure, although occasionally a salmon is taken as high up as 
Corbigny onthe Yonne. Moreau says salmon are plentiful at Vermanton on 
the Cure, as well as at Arcy, near Mont Sauche, andat Goulout. In these upper 
waters,inumbers of parr and smolts, called by the people of the country 
Tacconets, are taken. 

The river Cure rises in the highlands of the Department of the Soane and 
Loire, and joins the Yonne a little above Cravant. The Yonne rises 
near Moulins, in the Department of the Nievre, runs by Chiteau-Chinon, 
Corbigny, Clamecy, Auxérre, Joigny, Sens, and joins the Seine at Monterean. 
The Seine rises in- the Department of the Cote d'Or, makes its 
way by Chatillon, Troyes, Nogent, Montereau, Melun, Paris, where it is joined 
by the Marne, Meulan, Vernon, Elbeuf, Rouen, Caudebec, and falls 
into the sea at Le Havre. Although the Marne joins the Seine just 
above Paris, there is no record of salmon being found in this river ; 
the same may be said of the Oise, below Paris, both being on the right bank. 
In all these rivers, Seine, Yonne, and Cure, trout abound ; also, no doubt, many 
of the larger so-called trout taken by the French are trwite salmonée (sea-trout). 
These rivers have many smaller tributaries, all of which abound with the 
common trout. One of the tributaries of the Seine, the Epte, near Gisors, 
from personal knowledge, contains some very fine trout, and fish of 2Ib. to 41b. 
weight not: at all uncommon, and rise well to the fly. 


THE RILLE. 


Salmon are now very scarce in this river ; but sea-trout are not uncommon. 
It runs a short course. Rising in the Department of the Orne near 
Le Merleraut, it runs by Beaumont, Brionne, Pont Audemer, and joins the 
embouchure of the Seine between Honfleur and Quille-boeuf. | Formerly 
salmon were plentiful; but the French, by means of their obstructions, 
forgetting that salmon must ascend to. upper waters for breeding purposes, 
have done their best to prevent these fish remaining in the river. It, however, 
abounds in fine trout. 

ns THE ORNE. 


This river rises inthe Department of the Orne near Seez, and runs into 
the sea at Caen, Salmon occasionally are taken, but the river—a sluggish 
stream—is full of various fish, and only the upper parts are available for 
trout fishing. Sea-trout ascend where possible. In the Department of La 
Manche, most of the small rivers contain salmon, sea-trout, and trout. 

In the Soule, which runs a short course by Coutances, and enters the sea at 
Havre de Regneville, a good many salmon and sea-trout are to be found. I 
have myself. seen them jumping at a fall in a private domain near Coutances, 
the owner and his friends amusing themselves by shooting at them with 
air-guns when taking their leaps, never trying to take them with rod and line, 
but only with nets. : 

The Sienne joins the Soule just before it arrives at the sea, and contains both 
salmon, sea-trout, and trout, 
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The Vire, which rises in the hills of the Department of Calvados, runs by 
Vire and St. L6, and enters the sea at Isigny, is not mentioned by Moreau as 
containing salmon ; but when at St. Lé some years ago I was told that 
salmon were occasionally, and truife salmonée frequently, taken in the river. 

In the two rivers, the See and the Selune, which fall into the Bay of St. 
Michel, salmon and sea-trout are common, and, from personal knowledge, 
will rise to the fly. The latter is the best ; but the salmon, when I was there, 
could not get up higher than Ducey. ! believe a salmon pass has now been 
erected. ‘ 

The river Couesnon, which rises near Fougéres, in the Department of the 
Tlle et Vilaine, and enters the sea at Pontorson, is another river once much 
frequented by salmon and sea-trout, and they are still not uncommon. There 
are also plenty of common trout. 

Moreau does not give the Rance asa salmon river, and “ Palmer Hackle” 
says trout are only to be found in its upper waters. The river Guer also is not 
given ; this river runs into the sea at or below Lannion, and abounds in trout, 
and probably has salmon and sea-trout. 





COQUET FISHING AT WELDON BRIDGE. 


Oh! freshly from his mountain holds 

Comes down the rapid Tyne ; 

But Coquet’s still the stream of streams, 

So let her still be mine. 

There’s mony a sawmon lies in Tweed, 

An’ mony a trout in Till; 

But Coquet—Coquet, aye, for me, 

If I may have my will. 

Let me begin at Brinkburn’s stream, 

Fast by the Ruins grey, 

An’ end at bonny Eelyhaugh, 

Just wi’ the endin’ day. 

My foremost flee, the heckle red, 

My tried rod springin’ free— 
An’ “creel to creel ” —wi’ ony man 

In a’ the North Countrie ! —T. DOUBLEDAY. 
THE reader will see that most of the favourite streams of this famous 
old angler and poet are included in the Weldon Bridge fishing, open 
to visitors to the well-known inn there, which for more than a 
century has been a resort of the keenest brethren of the craft ; and 
deservedly so, for a more prettily-situated angling inn cannot well 
be found. It has recently been restored by the proprietor, Mr. Lisle, 
of Alnwick, and very nicely and comfortably furnished by the present 
landlord, Mr. Frederick Brown. 

It is only fair to say that the weary angler, after a hard day’s fishing, may 
commit himself without any misgivings to the care of Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 
who will do all that lies in their power to make him comfortable and attend to 
the needs both of the inner and outer man. The stretch of water open to 
visitors reaches two miles from the Mill Cauld downwards. This extension of 
fishing-ground is due to the courtesy of Mr. Riddell, of Felton Park. A further 
reach of about a mile upwards can be fished on the payment of 5s. ; the land- 
lord can supply tickets. The water below the bridge isa succession of the finest 
streams and pools, still deeps and shades, with here and there a salmon cast ; SO 
that the worm-fisher, the fly-fisher, the shade-fisher, and the salmon-fisher (or 
we should say bull trout-fisher) can all be served, every one to his own faney. 
For my part, I like all these methods in the proper season, and sometimes try 
them all, with the exception of salmon fishing, in the same day, and find that it 
brings grist to the mill, and prevents a return to the inn, damp and dour, with a 
long face and an empty basket. Still, fly-fishing is the most artistic method, 
and the best sport, and this is one of the best spots for that form of angling 
that I know—in this respect, that trout rise at the fly earlier, and continue 
later than in mostrivers. They are taking fly now, and on Monday, a cold day, 
24 trout weighing 43]1b. were caught by one rod, one trout flb., another 31b., in 
good condition. They took Cummins’ Greenwell, Red Spinner, and March 
Brown. Isay Cummins’ Greenwell because it beats the original Jamie Wright's 
Greenwell on Blackadder, Whitadder, Tweed, and Coquet, and his Red Spinner 
is A 1 on this water. His flies are first-rate in pattern, and are tied on a fine 
tough wire, which, with a practised hand, drop on the water like a snowflake, 
and a wary old trout that has rejected a clumsy bid from a thick wire takes 
this, and 1s soon walloping in the creel ; or, if the angler is a Humane Society 
gentleman, his head is mercifully whacked against a stone, a stump of a tree, 
his boot, or any suitable object at hand. A word to the beginner, or occasional 
day angler, who chooses this reasonable way of spending his holiday. The 
trout in this part of Coquet generally prefer a tinselled fly; so to prevent 
mistakes and not to spend half the day fly-catching, to see what is on the water 
(which would not be a reasonable way of spending his holiday, and might get a 
man included in the class of anglers called by an old angling friend grasshoppers 
—i.e.,men who are hurrying along the banks to beat their neighbours in the 
first dip into favourite streams, when having taken as they think the cream off 
them, scud along to others to avoid this fly-catching business), have two casts 
ready fitted with flies, one, say, with a March Brown for tail fly, a Red Spinner 
for middle dropper, and a Woodcock Brown or Hofland’s Fancy for top dropper, 
and another with a Red Spinner for tail fly, a March Brown for middle dropper, 
and a Greenwell for top dropper ; or, in other words, one bright and two sober 
flies, and one sober and two bright flies. This is a rough-and-ready way of 
finding out what the trout want to eat, and the angler need not be told what to 
do when he finds out their little game. The worm in streams, casting up, and 
letting it come down at the rate of the stream, or a trifle slower towards the 
angler, often pays before the trout begin to rise, and again after they have left 
off rising ; this may make a difference of a dozen trout at night. The novice 
may also find a great hulking bull trout kelt attached to his tail fly, especially 
this year, when they are so numerous—what must he do then ? Keep straight 
line, and play him firmly but gently until he has not got another kick in him, 
and take care that the finale occur in calm water, not in stream. He has no gaff, 
perhaps, and his landing-netis of no use to such a fish ; tow him near shore, and 
one way of handling him is to hold the rod erectinone hand, and slip the finger and 
thumb of the other hand into each gill from the nape of the neck ; another 
way is to tail him—i.e, to grasp him fairly at the tail root between the 
knuckles of the fore and long finger of the right hand, the fingers at right 
angles to the line of his tail, and then drag him out high and dry—a capital 
way with fish up to 10lb. weight. I may here mention an incident in salmon 
fishing. ; A rare old angler on Till, who was fond of a joke, was one day fishing 
in that river where the gaff was not allowed, and hada landing-net too cumbrous to 
carry, when he hooked and played a fine clean-run salmon, and having been told 
of a new way to land a fish, he thought he would try it. The way was this: 





When the fish was quite tired out and towed to shore,to take a pocket-handker- 
chief and clutch the fish, with the pocket-handkerchief laid over the fish in the 
shape of a horsesheet, suddenly with both hands under the shoulder and hoist 
him out. He spread his handkerchief and made his clutch, when the fish gave 
a bound and cleared himself of the hook ; the handkerchief fluttered in the air 
for a moment and then fish and it disappeared in the depths of the pool, and 
the rare old angler remarked to his friend standing by, ‘‘ That fish has gone off 
with flving colours.” at, £ 
month here, as the fish are then in the open water equally distributed over the 
whole, whereas about the middle of May they begin to lie in the shades, and the 
angler will have to cast into the shaded parts of the water to take them with 
fly. So many anglers from the South never see Coquet fishing at its best, as 
they come too late—i.e., for fly-fishing the fly angler arrives when worm- 
fishing is in its prime, in June or July, and scorning to use the worm he meets 
with disappointment. ' The worm then, when handled properly, does great 
execution, and so does the drop minnow in the shades in June. A word on 
wading. I have seen an angler with wading trowsers wade right*into the deepest 
part of the shoulder of a pool before making his cast, causing every trout to 
quake at the commotion of the water and take to his holds, to be off his feed for 
at least ten minutes after the angler had left. Ihave more than once taken teens 
of fine trout in the very spots where the angler’s feet had been about a quarter 
of an hour before, he having waded over that portion of water before casting his 
flies, it being the very choicest,bit of water in the river. Let the beginner use 
his waders sparingly, and fish the water from the shore before entering it, and 
his basket will show up better at night. The Weldon Bridge water will stand 
an immense amount of fair fishing, as it is wonderfully well stocked with trout, 


and there are portions so overhung with trees as to be unfishable, and these- 


parts form a reservoir to supply the rest of the river from. Let the fly-fisher 
by no means neglect the pools when there is the least ripple, as there are 
shoals of fish in them, and the slightest breeze makes them fishable. Anglers 


With respect to fly-fishing for trout, April is the best . 


expect this to be a good season after two bad ones, as comparatively few. 


fish have been taken out of this water during the past two years, from the 
drought that prevailed last year, and the inclement spring of the fend before. 
ISCATOR. 





MONTHLY NOTES ON NORTH-COUNTRY TROUT FLIES.— 
APRIL. 
° By Francis M. WaALBRAN. 


Some eight or ten years ago, this and the following month used to be con- 
sidered the best in the whole year for fly-fishing ; but since then, somehow, 
things have altered—I regret to say for the worse. Instead of the typical 
April day, half sunshine and half showers, with a soft south-west wind gently 
blowing, anglers in recent years have been treated to a very different aspect of 
affairs—rivers dead low, wind in the east for week; at a stretch, alternating 
showers of hail and rain; such have been the delights experienced by those 
who attempted to kill a dish of trout during their Easter holidays, I 
earnestly hope, however, that it will prove otherwise during the present 
season. 


Very few trout were killed on the Yorkshire rivers during last month with 


the fly. Nota single March Brown has appeared upon the scene as yet, so far 
as I can hear ; but the Early Brown (No. 4 in March list), the Brown Beetle 
(No. 6), together with the Dark and Olive Bloas (Nos. 2 and 3), have all killed 
their share of fish. Several correspondents have asked the meaning of the word 
‘“ Bloa.” I therefore take the present opportunity of explaining that it is the 
Yorkshire equivalent for “Dun.” Jackson thinks that it is derived from 
a word signifying the colour of the clouds ; he also states that the phrase is 
generally significant of cold. 

For the present month I intend to give six patterns only, and I think that 
your readers will find them amply sufficient, if used in addition to Nos. 3, 5, 6, 
and 7 from the list which appeared in the FisH1nG Gazerre for March 7th. 

No. 1. ORANGE PARTRIDGE.—Body : Orange silk, waxed. Wings and legs 
made hacklewise, with the dark mottled feather from a partridge’s tail. Hook 
No. 0. 

This is deservedly a very favourite fly with Yorkshire anglers, many of whom 
use it during the whole of the season. In cold, heavy weather, a yellow silk 
body in place of the orange dressing answers the best. 

No, 2. Tur Sanp Gnat.—Body : Slaty-coloured blue silk, dubbed sparingly 
with water-rat’s down. Wings and legs dressed hacklewise, with a feather from 
outside of a woodcock’s wing, near the butt—not too dark. Hook No. 0. 

This fly is only met with on certain rivers, where long beds of sand and 
gravel run down to the water’s edge. On warm, sunny days such places may 
often be seen covered with this fly, which runs rapidly to and fro upon the 
sand ; but directly the sun is obscured, or a cold wind arises, the whole tribe 
seem to vanish like magic. The Wharfedale anglers have a dressing for this 
fly, which they term the Blue Partridge, and which is a good killer upon the 
Wharfe ; but upon the Yore the above pattern answers better. I must here 
give a word of warning to the amateur not to confound this with the Sand Fly 
of Ronalds, which isa member of the Phryganide family, his name for the 
Sand Gnat being the Gravel Bed. 

No. 3. THe Dorrere, Dun.—Body : Yellow silk, ribbed in distinct rings 
upon a dubbing formed of light yellow mohair mixed with sufficient mole’s fur 
to give it a bluish tinge. Wings: The lightest portion of a young starling’s 
wing feather. Legs: A pale yellow dun hackle. Tail: Two strands of the 
same. Hook No. 0. 

Also made hacklewise with a real dotterel’s golden-tipped feather wrapped 
upon the above body. 

This isa capital fly when properly dressed. I prefer the latter-mentioned 
hackled pattern ; but owing to the scarcity of dotterel feathers, fly-dressers are 
very fond of substituting some other kind. This is a very reprehensible prac- 
tice ; for, as far as my experience goes, anglers are not usually men who grudge 
expense where their favourite sport is concerned, and would gladly pay a 
small extra charge than be imposed upon in the way that I have called atten- 
tion to. 

No. 4. Tue Iron Biuzt Dun.—Body: Water-rat’s fur, mixed with a very 
little purple mohair, ribbed with fine, pale-yellow silk, and a turn or two of 
reddish-brown floss silk to form the head. Wings: From the tips of a feather 
taken from the breast of a water-hen. Legs: A very small honey dun hackle. 
Tail: A strand or two of the same. Hook No. 0. 

Perhaps the pleasantest page of reading in Mr. Francis’ “ Book on Angling” 
is his description of this beautiful little insect. When reading it, an experi- 
enced angler can imagine every phase of the scene, and fancy himself at the 
riverside, witnessing such “arise” of fly as Mr. F. so graphically describes. 
There is one thing very certain—viz., that when the fish are feeding upon this 
fly it is little use offering any other to them. Some very good fly-fishers dress 
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it hacklewise, with a dark snipe feather upon a purple silk body, and I mus! 
say they kill their share of trout ; but, from the up-winged style of the natura 
insect, and the fact that they always ride jauntily upon the surface of the water, 
I generally employ the above winged pattern. 

No. 5. THe Sanp Fiy.—Body : Sandy-coloured fur from a hare’s neck, spun 
upon silk the same colour, hackled with a brown owl’s feather ; to be dressed 
as flat as possible. Hook No. 1. 

This is the fly that I mentioned as not to be confounded with the Sand Gnat. 
It belongs to the Phryganide, the same family as the Green Tail, Sedge Fly, 
and Cinnamon Fly, and kills well if fished at point on fine evenings during this 
month and the next. I have had frequently very good sport just at dusk, 
wading carefully down the centre of a stream and casting close in to the banks 
on either side. Being a bulky fly, it immediately attracts attention, and being 
generally found in such situations, is very rarely refused—that is, if the fish 
are feeding at all. If a winged pattern is required, a slip from a landrail’s 
wing will be found to answer the purpose best of anything. 

No. 6. Tur GoLpEN PLover.—Body: Fur from a hare’s ear, dyed a darkish- 
yellow, and hackled with a small yellow mottled feather from the back of a 
golden plover. Hook No. 0. 

This also is a good evening fly when the weather is warm and the water 
fine. ‘I do not, however, consider it so indispensable as the preceding patterns 
in this month’s list. 

I have omitted to mention two flies which make their appearance during this 
month, and which would prove invaluable to the fly-fisher if only a satisfactory 
dressing could be discovered ; but during my experience I have never yet seen 
any imitation that could at all compare with the real fly. I allude to the Red 
Spinner (the imago of the Olive Bloa) and the White or Jenny Spinner (the 
imago of the Iron Blue Dun). As far as the body of both is concerned, you 
may succeed perfectly ; but when you come to the wings, “ then comes the tug 
of war.” They are so transparent and glossy, that it is impossible to get any- 
thing to imitate them accurately. Almost every angling authority advises a 
different feather, which fact alone proves how difficult it is to find anything 
suitable. Ronalds says mottled grey feather from a mallard ; Mr. Francis, the 
dark, shining tips of a blue cock’s hackle ; Theakstone, red cock’s hackle ; Sir 
R. Roberts (author of “The River's Side”), an old cock starling’s quill 
feather—lightest portion ; Jackson, feather from a jay’s quill. There’s variety 
for you, with a vengeance! Yet, to my mind, none of them will do. Mr. 
Francis’ plan is the best ; but when the hackle points get wet, they appear only 
like two threads—therefore, this pattern only answers as a dry fly. If, among 
the hundreds of anglers who every week read this paper, there are any who 
have solved this difficulty, and who will not object to explain the secret of 
their success, great indeed will be my delight to learn the same. The same 
remarks also apply to the White Spinner. In the evenings of fine, warm days, 
when the Duns have been thickly on the water, these two transformations may 
be seen dancing up and down in countless thousands upon the surface of the 
streams—then would be the time for slaughter, if only the angler had a really 
good imitation in his book ; but as it is, the usual patterns will only kill a brace 
or two of fish. 

In concluding my notes for the present month, allow me to thank your 
readers for the great interest they have taken in the first of this series of 
articles. This has been amply demonstrated by the great number of letters 
that I have received from all parts of England, while two others have reached 
me“from Ireland, and another from Scotland. Should I succeed in sustaining 
the interest thus evinced, I shall probably be induced (with our worthy Editor's 
permission) to extend the series to the months of September and October, and 
add to the list of grayling flies that I contributed last autumn to the pages of 
this paper. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, vid Leeds. 

{Mr. Walbran very kindly sends us samples neatly fastened to cards of the 
flies he describes. We intend to lend them to the Fly-fisher’s Club.—Ep. ] 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


WE are glad to hear from Major Traherne that he is having some 
good sport salmon fishing in Ireland, as the following extract from a 
letter to us recently received will show :—I have killed seventeen 
fish of the following weights : two of 33lb. each, 291b., 28lb., 27Ib., 
26Ib., 241b., 221b., five of 191b. each, 181b., 171b., two of 131b. each, 
11lb. I never had such luck in landing big fish. The knotless gut- 
casting line is doing well, and the fastenings will last until the gut 
is rotten. We shall have a flood down to-morrow, and I 
expect good sport. Fish average all through in the Boyne 15lb. 


It will be seen from our River Reports that but one small trout is 
mentioned as being caught between Teddington and Staines on the 
opening day, last Wednesday. 

* * * * * 

The hatching of salmon in the new salmon hatchery at Dupplin, near Perth, 
has again been an immense success. A splendid stock of ova was obtained, and 
the boxes were stocked by 1st December last. Spring-water at a temperature 
of 45 degrees was used in the two previous seasons, and it was found that the 
young fry were hatched out in 64 days. This was considered a disadvantage, 
as the young fish had to be turned into the river and streams too early in the 
season, and at a time when food was scarce. This year the hatching was done 
by means of water from Dupplin Loch, the temperature being about an average 
of 41 degrees—sometimes as low as 36, and never rising beyond 44. At this 
temperature the ova did not hatch out till somewhat over 100 days, the average 
being considered at 108 ; and it was not until last Saturday week that the last 
box hatched out. The fry are strong and healthy, and look better than the fish 
hatched by the spring-water. The mortality has been exceedingly low, the 
number of dead eggs and fry removed by the attendant up to last Saturday 
week being 3,396, being slightly over 1 per cent. of the total of 315,000 eggs 
laid down in the autumn. 

* * * 

“Would you be surprised to hear” that the carp is, after all, not a vege- 
tarian ? “ 

* * * * * 

“Tt is almost incredible,” says the Deutsche Fischerei Zeitung, “ that for 
hundreds of years man should have been engaged in the culture of an animal 
without knowing on what it feeds, and yet such is the case with respect to the 
carp. ‘The fish is treated in the methods bequeathed by tradition, and Nature 
is left to do the rest, One after another have said that carp feed on vegetable 
matter,” 


It appears, from a long and carefully carried out series of experiments made 
by Mr. J. Susta, Director of the Wittingau Carp Fishery, that carp feed 
chiefly—indeed, he asserts exclusively—on animal food, and that what little 
vegetable matter it takes into its stomach is taken in by accident when the fish is 
grubbing after larve and insects. ‘‘ The greenish colour of the food found in 
the carp’s stomach has given rise to the idea that it was vegetable matter ; but 
as soon as Mr. Susta made a closer examination, he got rid of the green colour, 
arising from the gall, by washing, and found the contents of the stomach to 
consist almost exclusively of animal remains. Carp full of food were taken 
from a whole series of ponds and examined, and it was proved that the larvee 
of flies, small crustaceans of the Daphnia and Cyclops species, as well as the 
larvee of Phryganide, form the principal food of carp.” 

* * * F 


* * 


“Tt has been calculated that in one year a female Cyclops would become the 
progenitor of more than four billions of young.’ The various species of the 
genus Cyclops abound in inland waters all over the world. 

% ae at a 8 

The fishermen of Bergen had good sport the other day. A large number of 
sword-fish were, noticed just outside the harbour, The men took to their boats, 
and succsedea in frightening the fish into the harbour, the entrance to which 
was then closed. The fish were pulled ashore, after being struck with harpoons, 
to which ropes were fastened. Some of the fish were over 20ft..in length, and 
great amusement was afforded to the crowds of spectators when the would-be 
captors hauling at the rope were every now and then pulled clean off their legs 
by a powerful fish, 

* * * * * 

The bays and sounds on the coast of British N. America and Alaska are 
annually visited by enormous shoals of a small fish, said to belong to the salmon 
family, averaging not quite a foot in length. Its English name is the candle 
fish. It is so rich in oil, that when dried the Indians burn it in place of candles. 


The Committee of Management of the ‘ Royal Fund for the Relief of 
Orphans of Sea Fishermen” have granted relief to fifteen sons and twenty 
daughters of the men who have lately lost their lives in the lamentable fishing 
disaster in the neighbourhood of Stornoway. The Committee have also granted 
relief to the orphans of three Stonehaven fishermen, 

ae bo * * * 

Mr. W. Duff, of Pitlochry, killed a salmon of 26lb. on the Faskally water 
(Tummel) last week, after some exciting sport, the fish taking him half a mile 
down stream before he could land it. 

* * * * * 

Mr, T. Harris, of 7, Berkeley-street, Gloucester, sends us samples of what he 
calls the “ Knedan Sneck*” fine wire hooks on gut for trout and perch fishing. 
They are excellent. 

* * a * * 

Mr. H. Bradfield, Hon. Sec. of the very flourishing King’s Lynn Angling 
Association, writes to us as follows: ‘I find the circulation of the FisH1nG 
GAZETTE is steadily increasing down here. We have been very fortunate in 
our hatching operations: we have already hatched out fifty-four thousand 
trout, and have forty thousand more now hatching from ova obtained in this 
neighbourhood.” 

* * * a * 

Trout culture has made astonishing strides in Great Britain the last two or 
three years, and we are glad to see that owners of fisheries are beginning to find 
that by far the best plan is to put in yearling or two-year-old fish. A trout of 
a year old will live in water in which fry cannot thrive ; even if they do thrive 
in it, still it is better to -ut in older fish, as they will spawn naturally, and 
their offspring will be more hardy than fry bred artificially. Many millions of 
fry have been wasted by turning them into the open water instead of rearing 
them until they can take care of themselves. 

* * % * * 

Anyone in doubt as to what breed of trout to put into a water for stocking 
purposes should procure one-year or two-year-old Loch Leven trout from Mr. 
T. Andrews, Westgate House, Guildford ; or Mr, Silk, Burleigh Park, Stam- 
ford ; or Mr. T. Ford, Caistor, Lincolnshire, 

F * * * * 

Of course, no trout will thrive in a water which is deficient in natural food 
for them ; but we have noticed that where Loch Leven trout have been placed 
into good-feeding English streams they grow well, rise well, fight well, and eat 
well, and are handsome, shapely fish. 

* * * * 

We earnestly hope proprietors of fisheries will waste no more money over 
that beautiful American char, Salmo fontinalis, wrongly called a brook trout. 
It is quite true that it can be reared in confinement ; but we have tried in vain 
to hear of any one instance of its doing well when turned into a river. Many 
thousands have been put into English streams ; but, except for a short time, 
very little is ever seen of them afterwards, and they certainly do not breed wild 
here. A great amount of disappointment would be saved if our fish culturists 
would explain to customers who ask for Salmo fontinalis that—at any rate, in 
this country—Salmo fario is in every way to be preferred. Surely it cannot 
pay in the long run to sell what will only give disappointment. 


ae at a rs we 


It is not an easy matter to distinguish the sex of carp, except at spawning 
time. Carl Nicklas, one of the most skilled carp breeders in Germany, endorses 
Horak’s statement that you can distinguish carp even when only one year old 
by the fact that the vent of the male fish appears depressed inwards, while in 
the female it projects outwards. In selecting fish for stocking purposes, it is, 
of course, most necessary to know that you are putting into your water a proper 
proportion of spawners and milters. 

The account of Mr. W. Oldham Chambers’s experiments in reviving ex- 
hausted fish with spirits has been published in the Bulletin of the United 
States Fish Commission for Jan. 19. Mr. Chambers was criticised rather un- 
fairly over these experiments ; but they proved clearly that it is possible to 
restore and save fish which have arriyed almost dead after a long journey in 
fish carriers. 

* * * * 

“In view of the general belief that fishes diminish in weight after capture, 
Dr. J. H. Kidder, U.S. Navy, has made some observations, at the request of 
Professor Baird. The supposed loss of weight is not verified by his report.’— 
Bulletin of the US. Fish Commission. 

* * * * * 

Wedo notconsider the experiment at allconclusive. Dr. Kidder found nolessof 
weightinablue fish, a sea bass, and a flounderafter three hours ; butafter twenty- 
three hours the flounder had lost two of its 640z. weight. We hope Mr. W. 
Oldham Chambers will experiment with both fresh and salt water fish, weigh - 
ing them when killed, and every three hours after—say, up to twenty-four hours 
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in all. We think it would be proved that some fish lose more in weight than 
others, and that the loss takes place between the fourth and twelfth hour. 
Unquestionably, fish do not lose weight after being killed to the alarming ex- 
tent asserted by some anglers ! . 

ed * * a * 

Most people would probably consider the star-fish as about the most in- 
offensive and innocent of creatures, and will be surprised to hear that some of 
the American oyster beds have suffered seriously from its depredations. One 
firm engaged in oyster-growing employed a diver to investigate their move- 
ments, which appear to entitle the star-fish to take a front seat for ‘cuteness, 
even in America. ‘ Holding the oyster firmly, as in a vice, the star-fish waits 
till the bivalve becomes hungry and attempts to open its shell to obtain food. 
At this instant a reddish fluid is injected between the shells of the victim, 
stupefying and rendering it an easy prey.” 

* * * * 

Mr. Henry Ffennell, of Land and Water, possesses a pewter flask, which was 
presented to his father, on which is the following inscription ; “ This flask, 
containing two glasses of an ardent spirit, was found in the stomach of a ling 
caught off Brandon Head, co. Kerry ; presented by G. J. E. Stopford, Esq., 
LL.D., and W. Andrews, Esq., to W. J. Ffennell, Esq., in testimony of esteem, 
and of the sense of the services rendered by him as Commissioner of Fisheries.” 
The flask is round in shape, and when full holds just four wineglasses. It is 
supposed to have belonged to a Dutch sailor. 

* * * ae * 
How comforting such a “ find” would have been to Jonah when he was in 


the whale! 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


T. Kent, Leamington.—We prefer the colour obtained by soaking gut in Stephen’s 
blue-black ink. You can getany shade,froma pale blue to almost black. A 
medium tint is best in our opinion. 

W. L. A., Cambridge-—We can only repeat that the Freshwater Fisheries Act of 
1878 and 1884 does not apply to Norfolk and Suffolk ; they have an Act of their 
own to prevent netting only in close season. Write to Mr. C. J. Greene, Sec. 
Yare Preservation Association, London-street, Norwich, if you don’t believe us. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not held ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





A COMPLAINT ABOUT OWNERS OF FISHERIES ON THE LEA. 


Srr,—In part I must concur with your correspondent ‘“ Observer’s”’ remarks under 
the above heading last week. On the 14th inst. I made a pilgrimage to Ponder’s 
End with about five dozen perch ; these J liberated in Stone’s (late Bailey’s) water. 
While doing so I noticed several men lurking about watching the river. On my 
way back I passed two of these worthies on the bank, one of whom requested me to 
stand aside, as there was a fine jack basking near the surface of the water. On my 
doing so, he proceeded to tie a strong snare to part of a roach rod. Iam not brave, 
but could not stand such bare-faced poaching, so, assuming an air of authority, 
I insisted on the snare being put away, adding that the water was private, the fish 
out of season, and their method of attempting to take it illegal. One expressed 
surprise at my remarks, and in a naive way said, ‘“‘ He took lots last summer, no one 
interfering.” The other professed to be only looking on, haying never been near the 
Lea before in his hfe. I was, unfortunately, obliged to leave to catch a train ; but 
as the above gentry remained, I have no doubt the snare was again adjusted. 
For the above and following reasons, I do not agree with “ Observer ” in making 
Messrs. Day and Sons the sole scapegoats. That their water is heavily fished 
during the season no one will deny ; but it is, nevertheless, better stocked than most 
fisheries so near London, thus proving that little or no poaching takes place there. 
About ten days ago the younger Mr. Day told me that he only allowed chub fishing 
during the fence months, and that, chiefly to encourage the use of the fly, with 
the same object in view last year, he hatched in the house, at great inconvenience, a 


quantity of trout spawn, and turned the young fry into the river, many of which | 


survived, and are now lusty yearlings. This summer he proposes experimenting in 
perch culture, and his method, though simple, can hardly fail to be most successful. 
Furthermore, he mentioned how difficult it was to detect the taking of undersized 
fish, unsportsmanlike anglers going on the principle of “ pocketing the smolts and 
basketing the trout.” As a member of the Clapton Angling Society, I should be 
sorry to see our support withdrawn from the Ferry-boat Fishery ; in fact, I think 
we ought to do more to foster it than we hayedone. To further this, I have 
ordered a few dozen perch to turn in there, and if my energetic friend, Mr. Howse, 
will get up a special subscription to buy a few thousand young trout of a quick- 
growing sort for the same purpose, I will gladly subscribe.—I am, Kc., 
NOvIcE, 


4 THE PERCH QUESTION. 

Srtr,—I have little doubt that, as a rule, the male and female perch swim in 
separate shoals. I can quote one case in point, which occurred many years before 
the passing of the Mundella Act, and when every society fixed its own close time. 

One spring, enormous quantities of perch were taken at the weirs, and had we not 
called a special meeting of the society and passed a resolution forbidding fishing for 
them until June, the river would have been rnined. I saw scores of these fish, and 
they were all, without an exception, males. I can also recall several other instances. 
—I am, &e., E. GOsLiIne. 

Budleigh Salterton, March 28. 


THE EYED-HOOK, &c. 

Sr1r,—The eyed trout-hook and its gut attachment may be said to be perfected in 
last week's GAZETTE by Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s article, with its excellent 
hints. 

But see how many years it has taken to do this. A dressed fly on an eyed-hook is 
cut on copper by H. Roberts, Fig. 9, plate 10, in Hawkin’s 1760 edition of ‘ Walton’s 
Angler” ; another in Fig. 11, plate 11, same edition. 

Mr, O’Gorman, in his ‘* Practice of Angling,” 1845, Vol. IL page 148, says, “ Of a 
newly-invented hook. This is a hook with an eye in the shank, It is another 
Scotch invention, and as to its usefulness, may be placed on a par with the newly- 
invented mode of breeding salmon,” &e. 

Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s white leather guard should be of stout vellum (not 
parchment), to be got at a law stationer’s, and I cut mine with a slit, not a hole ; 
and I protect the fly from the squeezing action of the finger and thumb by folding 
loosely round it a little soft tissue paper. 

The young fly-fisher of to-day cannot conceive the trouble that a fast passing 
generation of fly-fishers has had in getting this simple and excellent improvement 
of eyed-hooks into use. The anglers of Hampshire and the tackle-makers of 
Winchester may be credited with giving impetus to their adoption. 

Double-hooked salmon flies have been equally slow in finding public favour. 
James Chetham, of Smedley, near Manchester, in Lancashire, in the second edition 
of his “ Angler’s Vade Mecum,” 1689, says at page 115, “ Salmons are very tender- 
mouthed, * * * and are frequently lost by their breaking hold, after hooked ; 
therefore, some persons fasten two hooks together, in like manner, as some double 


pike hooks, lately used in Trowling are made, not with the points opposite to one | 





another, but almost a quarter of a circle from each other, and on them they make 
their fly, that if one hook break hold, the other hook may not fail. { 

Mr. Halford deserves the thanks of all fishermen for his recommendation to use 
soap to prevent joints sticking. Brecknell’s “pure yellow soap,’ to be got at any 
druggist’s, is the best soap touse. The old-fashioned Irish screw joint is the best to 
use it on, and where the wood and brass join is the place of application. Oil ofany 
kind ought never to be used to rod joints, as it rots the wood.—I am, &c., 

Screw JOINT. 





KNOT FOR EYED-HOOKS,. 


S1r,—Mr. Pennell says he does not remember having met with this knot in any 
book. I trust he will pardon me for reminding him that it is figured in his “ Book 
of the Pike,” where it is recommended for joining reel line and trace. The knot is 
called by sailors a bend, and may be found depicted in any book on knots, or in 
Wilcocks’s or Christopher Dayis’s works. I should doubt its security when tied on a 
rigid eye, and recommend Mr, Pennell to pass the end round the eye and under its 
own part a second time—this is the way sailors doin making fasta sheet to the clew 
of a sail, and it is then generally called a sheet bend. With eyed-hooks I have found 
it a good plan to pass the end of the gut through the eye from without, and take a 
clove hitch ; this will never slip, and when well jammed up the end may be eut off 
quite close—I am, &e., E, GOsLine. 

Budleigh Salterton, March 28. 


[We pointed out to Mr. Pennell that for fastening the gut collar to the winch line 
his knot was often used. He said he was aware of that, but considered it unknown, 
generally as applied to eyed-hooks. We told him we were doubtful about its 
holding when the gut got soft, but he replied to that objection that some Hamp- 
shire anglers never used anything else.—ED. | 





NEW METHOD OF KNOTTING FOR NEEDLE-EYED HOOKS. ~ 


S1r,—On reading Mr. H. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s article on ‘“ Needled-eyed and 
turned-up eyed trout hooks and a new method of knotting” in “F, G.” of the 28th 
March, I recognised in the knot described an old favourite, which is much used, at 
times with slight variation, for angling purposes in the county of Hampshire. Mr. 
Cholmoneley-Pennell concludes his interesting article by stating that he does not 
know who was the actual inventor of the knot, nor does he remember haying seen it 
described in any book. Now, to show the antiquity of the knot, if Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell, or any of your numerous angling friends, should have a female relation 
who was a young lady, say, 50 or 60 years ago, she is, doubtless, mistress of the 
accomplishment of netting. In joining her cotton she would make an apparently 
complicated knot, and call it the “ weavers’ knot.” Now, if this knot is carefully 
analysed, we discover “ our old friend,” which is known to all sailors and artillerymen 
as the “common bend,” the correct name of the knot shown and deseribed by Mr. 
Farlow’s representative. Should this knot, however, on being used for the purpose recom- 
mended, be found to slip, an extra turn of the gut (point a in your diagram, No. 2) 
round the shank or eye of the hook would make it perfectly secure. A diagram of 
the knot may be found in Mr. Francis’ “ Book on Angling,” Fig. 5, plate 3, page 86. 
The same knot, same plate, Fig. 6,is a most useful one, and known to the Ports- 
mouth Waltonians as the “ Winchester: knot,” after the City of Winchester, where its 
practical use was first observed by the members of our society. No angler haying 
used this splendid fastening for attaching the winch line, either to a gut casting 
line or spinning trace, would use any other, the great advantage of which is the 
facility with which the winch line is disengaged, a slight tug only being necessary. 
—I am, &e., PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN, 


ENGLISH BUILT-CANE SALMON RODS. : + ae 


S1z,—In answer to your correspondent, C.. E. Thomas, as to English built cane 
salmon rods, I believe they are the best in the world. 
Messrs. Hardy, Alnwick, last year, and fished, I think, every day to Noy. 16th in all 
weathers. The rod is now practically new. I got out 35 yards of line the first day 
with it with the greatest ease. Ihave put all my other rods on half-pay in its 
favour.—I am, &c., 8. H. N. Jonnstons, Lieut.-Colonel. 

Coed Fa, Bettys-y-Coed, N. Wales. é 





FARLOW’S FLY. PROTECTOR. 


Srr,—The leading article in the present “F.G.” (March 28) by Mr. OC. Pennell 
describes a method of fastening on eyed-hooks, which the writer appears never to 
have heard of before—i.c., if I understand him, lie has never heard of or used the 
most common form of slip knot, which I and thousands of others haye used for 
years, to fasten on the gut footline to the end of the reel line. It is illustrated in 
many books, among others in Mr. Francis’s 5s. book on angling, p. 124, in the middle 
of the plate. It isa most simple and perfect fastening, because it tightens itself by 
jamming and is easily undone, But may I ask, has Mr. Pennell given it a practical 
trial with aneyed-hook ? as I should imagine thatit would slipat once from the rigid 
eye preventing it jamming. Even ona line, or in gut like the loop of a salmon fly 
I should always have puta knot at the end of the piece, to prevent a chance of its 
slipping through. If Mr. P. cannot assure us that he has given this a fair trial, I 
should very much doubt its holding.—I am, &e., F. BSC: 8. 


Sin,—* Farlow’s fly protector,” described by Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell in your — 
issue of the 28th inst., greatly facilitates the operation of attaching eyed-hooksto 
gut; but drawing the fly through a hole 3-32in. in diameter does not, I think, im- 
prove it, though it may not do very much harm. I find thata piece of paper, which 
has been coated on both sides with shellac varnish to render it impervious to 
moisture, answers quite as well as leather, and when the knot has been tied the 


paper can be torn off, leaving the set of the wings and legs quite undisturbed. A . 


short slit cut in the paper I find preferable toa round hole. The paper with a slit 
in it remains steadily in position close behind the eyé, so that there isno occasion to — 
double it back over the fly, which is not the case if a round hole sufficiently large to 
admit the eye of the hook is used. ‘The bend of the hook should be taken between 
the finger and thumb of the left hand ; the semi-transparent’nature of the varnished _ 


paper, when held up to the light, renders it easy to push the eye of the hook through 


the slit in the paper which is held in the right hand, and the knot can then be tied 
and the paper torn off without disarranging either the legs or wings in the slightest 
degree, When a sheet of paper has been varnished,it should be cut into strips, which 
again should be folded, so that_each piece may beabont the size of a postage stamp, 
after which a slit can be cut in the centre of each bundle with a chisel about 1-16in, 
wide. A penknife will answer ithe purpose if a small chisel is not procurable. 
These folded strips of prepared paper can he carried in the pocket or fly-book, and a 
fold torn off when required. I inclose a pattern strip.—I am, &c., ’ 
Edinburgh, ALEX. D. CAMPBELL. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. ; web 


S1r,—The sport among the salmon has been a little better this week, though the 
river is a dirty colour, arising from the Burton sewage. On Wednesday, at Weston, 
Mr. Dickinson, of Nottingham, one fish, 10lb.; another angler, in the Shardlow 
length, the same day, one fish ; on Saturday, at Weston, Mr, Hollins, a very nice fish, 
191b. ; and Mr. Lees a smaller one. { 

{ forgot to note Mr. Horsley had one last week 19}1b. The fish take both spinning 
bait and worm. I have not heard of anything doing down the river. If the weather 
ae but turn a bit warmer there would be some good sport for the Haster holidays, 
—lIam, &c., ty oP ebsc f 

March 30, 
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ROACH FENCED TOO EARLY AND NOT LATE ENOUGH. ; 

Srr,—In reading last week’s FIsHING GAzETTE I was much amused by 
“ Observer’s” remarks to what he was pleased to calla would-be angler fishing for 
roach at Day’s water. Z| 

On Sunday last (the day “Observer” mentioned, being, I presume, March 23rd, 
fence time); had it been May 23rd or June 23rd (not fence time), I should agree 
with him. My own observation on the Lea show that roach fishermen get but a very 
poor chance even in waters teeming with fish. Considering the very best month is 
closed against them, then after the close season is over—viz., June 15th, what do we 
find? The river grown up with weeds, and the roach fairly out of condition or 
feeding upon the silk weed, the roacher haying to wait patiently for a push of 


water to clear away foul stuff and decaying matter from weed eutting, &c. , but this | 


in the season just passed did not occur till after Christmas. 

September upon the Lea (for roaching) is invariably a bad month—worse than 
August—the fish full of summer feed, and not inclined to take paste or ground 
bait. Not until November (unless you feel for them after dark) do you get the 
roach atall inclined to feed, and this only if the weather keeps mild, the least cold 
change taking them dead off. f 

Now, Mr. Observer, who requires the change ?—the roach angler or the well- 

protected (from nets) roach ? 
_ I find there are a number of men (would-be anglers) who would not be seen 
carrying a rod between March 15th and June 15th, for fear they would be put down 
They are the men who believe fish conform to the 
Mundella Act and begin to spawn at once. I expect “Observer” is one of this 
sort. What does he say to Mr. Ghurney, talking over the Lea Conservancy, and 
getting the privilege of allowing anglers to fish for trout in April, &c.? And is not 
**Observer’s” heart up in his mouth for fear a perch, jack, or chub may be taken 
and bagged while Mr. Trout Fisherman is at work? For this.is the theory of jack 
fishermen, who would prevent a roach man fishing in the best month for fear he 
might take a jack.—I am, &c., F, MALCOM. 


TOO EARLY TROUT FISHING. 
Srr,—I cannot admit that any comparison is possible between the shooting of 
game during the breeding season and the killing of fish after spawning. Most cer- 


tainly I should neither shoot game nor kill fish when out of condition; and it is 


upon the condition of February trout that the whole question turns. 

In differing with you and your correspondents: upon this point, I do so with all 
caution, as I have comparatively had but little experience in angling matters, and 
am, therefore; quite ready to come round to your side of the quéstion when convinced 
that my present position is untenable ; and my argument in favour of that position 
is that trout are in much better condition in February than your correspondent 
affirms them to be.~ For instance, I caught trout last February which gave as much 
“ play ” and were quite as well flavoured as any I got from the same river last sum- 
mer, when, in consequencé. probably, of the long-continued dry weather, trout were 
not in really first-rate condition at any time, which gives rise to another question, 
Mr. Editor. Would you prohibit trout fishing during a very bad season because the 
fish were not in the best of condition? Reductio ad absurdum ! I cannot think that 
Tam alone in my view of the case, as a long article in favour of February fishing 
appeared a week or two ago in one of your contemporaries. May I ask, also, what 
Devonshire anglers think about it —I am, &c., PARADOX. 


[ We are glad to learn that ‘‘ Paradox” has little experience respecting the con- 
dition of trout, and is-willing to be convinced. All that is necessary for him to do 
is to carefully examine trout a month or six weeks after they have spawned, and the 
same fish when they have had decent time allowed them to recover, and have had a few 
weeks’ strengthening nourishment in the shape of flies. The first fish may look fairly 
bright, but it is flabby and soft, and its flesh poor ; in fact, a single glance at the thin 
state of the fish, compared with its length, proves it to be out of condition. You 
may get fish in splendid condition all the year round, but then they are fish that do 
not spawn for some reason, and are very few in number. As regards “ Paradox’s” 
query as to whether we would prohibit fishing in a very bad season, or if the fish 
were not in the “ best of condition,” we can only say that we have no more pleasure 
in taking fish out of condition at one time of the year than at another; but a fish 
may not be in “ best condition ” and yet in perfectly good condition, and far different 
from the fish which is but lately off the spawning bed.—ED. | 

_MALLOCH’S NEW CASTING REEL. o 

Srr,—As yorr columns are always open to the grumbling anglers, and many 

useful hints get noted therein, I need make no apology for troubling you with a 
word or two about Malloch’s patent. casting reel ; and.my object in so doing is to 
get, in my humble opinion, an improvement added to what is already one of the 
greatest godsends ever experienced. by those rodsters who affect a certain style of 
angling. To those who do much spinning or bait-casting this reel is a luxury— 
real jam ; in fact, it is strawberries and cream—and the bait-casting anglers who 
have never used it have lived in vain. I cannot find words to sufficiently express 
my admiration of its casting power ; but when you have hooked a good fish, and, say 
you wish to put ona heavy strain to keep from fouling, then, if the line is to the 
bell side or opposite side to the handle look out for the reel partly twisting to- 
wards its position for casting. This I have found it to do repeatedly, and until we 
have a simple method of locking the reel when in position for playing a fish, I fear 
it will not become a favourite-with salmon anglers. 
_ Lam quite aware this defect may, to a certain extent, be avoided by tightening 
the pivot-screw ; but this mode of fastening is wrong in principle, not to be relied 
upon, and is inconvenient in practice. We must ask Mr. Malloch to attach a simple 
arrangement for locking the reel when in its ordinary position, which locking will 
only be required when the angler is fortunate enough to hook a heavy fish. 

- Tf other anglers have experienced the same difficulty as myself with this reel, I 
‘trust they will give you an account of it in the GAZETTE ; and no doubt Mr. Malloch, 
who isa practical angler, and always to the front with improved tackle, will add 
one more chalk to his already extensive list—LTam, &c., 
Newtown, Montgomeryshire. E. BN, 

’ MIRROR CARP SCALES FOR FLIES’ WINGS. 

~ Srr,—I will answer Mr. Gosden’s last question first. Russia, Prussia, Austria, and 
Germany are not included in my patent. It only extends to the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland and the Isle of Man. Certainly I did think, from the 
manner in which Mr. Gosden wrote regarding Mirror Carp Scales, that he intended 
to introduce a rival to the Pike Scale. As for his intention of selling it, such an 


idea never entered my head, and my letter was intended to reach the eyes of many 


who might not be amateurs, and who might interest themselves in the new scale. 
“When I said the Mirror Carp Scale was of no use, I distinctly meant for small fies, 
such as I usnally dress for English chalk streams'; for large flies, such as May flies, 
Stone flies, &c., the Mirror Carp Scale will answer admirably, and if Mr. Gosden will 
send me a few scales, I will have much pleasure in sending him a specimen of an 
unsinkable May fly. 

Yes, certainly Iam astonished to hear that Mr. Gosden used carp scales for flies 
wings so long ago as 30 years back, and consider it a pity we should only hear of it 
now, Perhaps my inyention is, after all, only, like many more inventions, an idea 
that strikes two minds at once. It is only 20 years, I see, from some old letters, 
since I discovered the scale, and not four yet since I managed to extract the lime 
from them and thoroughly prepare them for fly making. Of course, I had the ad- 
vantage of Mr. Gosden, as, being a professional angler and in search of 2 transparent 
wing, having found a suitable material, I had every opportunity to practise and 
experiment until I got the scales toa state in which they could stand work and 
become lightened in weight. Having proved all this to my entire satisfaction, I 
took outa patent. But, of course, if Mr. Gosden’s contention that “Surely one can 


wnake what flies he fancies ” was to hold good, protections of inventions would be of 


. 


a 
COW FEC 


no use, And, in fact, Mr. Editor, I was told by one of my patrons (a lawyer) that 
any one, even an amateur, to make fish scale flies without my consent in writing 
under my seal was infringing the law. But I gave permission to amateurs because I 
have all along, during my fishing life, made it a rule, and will continue to do so, to 
give all the aid I can to anyone willing and anxious to learn any of the little 
mysteries connected with our art. 

‘Regarding Mr. Gosden’s statement about females’ proficiency in fly-tying, I will 
remain dumb, or I might get into hot water, and raise another little war in the 
oe. G.,” similar to the one we were favoured with regarding Redditch. I may men- 
tion, however, that I employ no one to tie for me, I do up every fly myself, so that 
if any bad work is turned out the blame rests with me. Certainly Idid not include 
ourworthy Editor : he certainly can use his own discretion in making and using 
Mirror Carp Seales, as I always get all Mr. Marston’s fish scale flies to dress. No 
doubt, by the time the May fly appears, the Mirror Carp Scale will get a good trial ; 
the toughness requires no trial, as it cannot be torn without cutting with the finger 
nails first, and if Mr. Gosden will send a few scales, I will show him an unsinkable 
May fly, four-winged, outstretched, which I imagine will be indestructible, and last 
a season ; and as Mr. Gosden is an oldangler, we may hear what he thinks of the idea, 
seeing that it is an idea of his friend, Herr Weeger, and only carried out a few days 
since,—I am, &c., JAMES MACNEE. 

SS eS eee 
PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ninth annual dinner of the Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society was held 
in the club-room at the Golden Fleece, Commercial-road, on Wednesday, 25th ult., 
when a capital dinner was provided by Mr. Easton. Mr. A. L. Emanuel, T.C., occu- 
pied the chair ; Messrs. Buck, J. S, Dyer, and Tranter the vice-chairs ; and there were 
also present Councillors E. Hanham, F. E. French, and @. T. Cunningham, Drs. 
Kell, Conan Doyle, Sall, 0. Smith, and Dunn, and Messrs. E. Goble, P. J. Hyams, 
H. Palin, P. H. Emanuel, Captain Hill, Cox, Glazebrook, Rand, Fowler, Redward, 
Rashleigh, Hiscock, Frampton, Hollanders, Highatt, Bracey, Hartley, Jones, Ritchie, 
G. Sylvester, R. Roots (hon. sec.), Gryss, C. G. Knight, Marks, Lawrence, Kerwood, 
and about 20 friends, Letters of apology were read from the president (Sir 
Frederick FitzWygram, Bart., M.P.), who wrote that he would have been glad to 
attend, but that he was prevented by a previousengagement. The first toast of the 
evening was “ The Queen and Royal Family,” which was responded to, all standing, 
witk musical honours; The Chairman next gave the “Navy, Army, and 
Reserve Forces.” Mr. Palin, in speaking for the Navy, remarked that 
there were plenty of willing hearts in the branch of the service 
to which he belonged, ready to uphold the honour and integrity of the 
empire in any part of the world. Captain E. R. Hill (treasurer) replied for the 
Army and Reserve Forces, and said that in the Volunteers there were many men 
serving who were willing to remain with their battalion as long as the Government 
would retain their services. Mr. J. S. Dyer gave “ The Visitors,” and said that the 
description of angling as a sport carried on with a rod which hada “ fool at one end 
and a fly at the other” was now obsolete, for the trophies that adorned the room 
showed that there was something in angling afterall. Mr. E. Goble responded, and 
said that he knew of no sport equal to fishing. ‘Through the kindness of a gentle- 
man, he was enabled to give them a few tickets for the Titchfield river, but he 
wished them to remember that it was not his river, as he only fished there by per- 
mission. He hoped to have the privilege of getting them a few more tickets for the 
ensuing season, and he trusted that they would be balloted for. He proposed 
“Success to the Society,” and drew a comparison between shooting and 
fishing—the one being so restricted by game laws as to be almost prohibitory 
to a man who was nota landowner and a farmer, while as to the latter 
the streams were not preserved by any means as they should be. He advocateda 
conservancy for all fish streams, and the imposition of a small tax on anglers, so as 
to exclude illegitimate sport. The streams would then be properly guarded, and 
there would be more fish. Mr. R. Roots replied, thanking Mr. Goble for the kindness 
he had shown in extending to them facilities for fishing the Titchfield stream, some 
of the finest specimens of roach that the club possessed coming from that water. He 
pointed ont the great advantages they had in the possession of some of the best 
streams in England, and said that with a continued increase of numbers, such as had 
recently taken place, the club would be soon one of the first fishing societies in the 
kingdom. The chairman announced that a letter had been received from the general 
manager of the London and South-Western Railway Company extending 
the same facilities to members residing at Gosport as at Portsmouth with 
regard to cheap fares to Bishopstoke, Winchester, and Bishop’s Waltham. 
He then read the prize list as follows: Heaviest trout, Mr. A. T. Everett ; pike, Mr. 
J. H. Bracey ; perch, Mr. G. Frampton; bream, Mr. C. Hiscock ; roach, Mr. E. Hol- 
landers, jun. ; dace, Mr. J. Buck; bass, Mr. H. Redward ; whiting cole, Mr. A. L. 
Emanuel. Whit-Monday competition : Heaviest weight of trout, Mr. 8. B. Long ; 
ditto, heaviest weight of salt water fish, Mr. A. L. Emanuel. Coronation-Day 
competition : Mr. G. Frampton ; ditto, ladies’ prize, Miss Warden. August Bank 
Holiday competition: 1, Mr. J. E. Buck; 2, Mr. H. Redward; 3, Mr. J. Marks; 
4, Mr. 8. B. Long; 5, Mr. 8S. Winter; 6, Mr. G. F. Fulljames. There were several 
other prizes offered, but not won. A list of the donors of prizes for the ensuing 
year was also read, and included the names of the borough members, the chair- 
man, Dr. Sall, and Messrs. P. J. Hyams, Holbrook and son, EH, RK. Hill, Goble, 
Buck, Glazebrook, Frampton, Redward, J. Hill, A. §. Proctor, S. B. Long, C. 
Hiscock, W. A. Gurney, C. B. Neate, J. H. Bracey, Hartley, Tranter, and Smith. 
Mr. Buck gave “The health of the President,’ and said that few gentlemen 
would go to so much trouble and expense to furnish amusement to 
aclub as Sir Frederick FitzWygram had done. Dr. Sall proposed ‘ The Health of 
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Officers, and Committee,” and contrasted the position 
of the club as it now stood, with £21 in hand, with what it was in its earlier days. 
The chairman responded, and thanked the president for the interest he had shown in 
the club ; also Lord Henry Scott, who had given them permission to fish at Beaulieu 
during the winter, and who would, he hoped, extend the concession to the summer ; 
and Mr. Harvey, who gave them their first water at Baffin’s Farm. He also ex- 
pressed his indebtedness to the vice-chairman (Mr. Dyer), the hon. treasurer (Mr. 
Hill), and the hon. secretary (Mr. R. Roots). He was glad to find Mr. Tranter still 
on the committee, for with his experience nobody could give them sounder advice. 
He also thanked Mr. George Sylvester, who had attended at personal inconvenience 
to add to the harmonious character of the proceedings. Other toasts followed, and 
the remainder of the evening was spent in a most convivial manner.—DAGGER- 
WooD, : 








“ A’ Mr. Savin, from the county of Durham, has been at Ablington. He owns 
three cormorants—a Dutch, Irish, and Scotch bird. They are trained to catch trout, 
and were brought to Mr. Lawcett’s water, at Somerford, where they took several 
fish, about 1lb. in weight. They would not go after the large fish. Mr. Savin 
wades in the water arid smacks a whip. The birds swallow their prey head fore- 
most, and when they reach the bank very little but the tail can beseen. Some way 
down around their throats there is a leathern band fastened to prevent them bolt- 
ing the fish altogether.”—(Bristol Times and Mirror, 1872. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT are particularly recommended to persons who have to pass 
their lives in confined and crowded places; hundreds of thousands of our fellow-creatures toil from 
morning until evening in factories and workshops to the detriment of their health, and the deteriora- 
tion of the race. They suffer in consequence from indigestion, flatulence, and want of appetite, and 
these complaints, if neglected, bring about nervousness and failure of the vital powers. Holloway’s 
remedies can be used by such sufferers to their very great advantage, as they are mild in action, aud 
certain in their effects. No one need therefore lose a day’s work when using them—a matter of conse- 
quence to those whose daily bread depends on daily toil. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. 1 flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to,—(ADVT.) = 
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A FISHING 
TACKLE 

to Copy which 
is Forgery. 


INVENTORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
STEEL = CENTRED FLY = RODS, 
CENTRE FITTING REELS, 


AGiE 16-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 


London, 1883. 


These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British and American—of the day. We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling Editor 
of the Field), R. B. Marston (Editor FisH1ne GAzETTE), W. C. Harris (Editor American Angler), A. Nelson Cheney (“ Fishing with the Fly”), J. P. Wheeldon 
Cate of Bell’s Life), J. Harrington Keene (the “ Practical Fisherman), &c., &c., &c. 


THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AGAINST INFERIOR IMITATIONS. 


NO ARTICLE WITHOUT THE ABOVE MARK IS GENUINE. 


London Agents—The CIVIL SERVICE STORES, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Provincial Correspondents will be supplied our nearest agent’s address, or will be supplied direct. 


Lists and Samples of Lines free to any address, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
New Patent PE v = Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon : : Circular 
Winch Box 
(Can be regulated to any FOR HOLDING 
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The “DESIDERAIUM” BASK¥T, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND- MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s, 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OBDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“An excellent fly-rod.”—FIsHING GAZETTE, 





The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
» high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B-=—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


‘TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 
THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Mannfacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &e., &e,. 

FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :-— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


HOTEL, 
Strand, W.C. 
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CALEDONIAN 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, 


Chis old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especially advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

4 Chis Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUILT, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES, { 

; ARRANG EMEN'TS OF THIS KSTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 110’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinuer at 60 clock, Bs: 6d. Te . and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 68, per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bath in 
Teg 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—LEvening Fire, 1s, Sitting-room Fire, per 

, 1s. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with rand Pia aci ini illiard 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per ae Se nen ree 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, 





French, German, and Italian spoken, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 2 Putney. 
45 ‘9 Hammersmith, 
50 7 Barnes. 

Add 55 7 Kew. 
75 9 Richmond. 
80 is Twickenham, 
85 x Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For TIMES OF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon. 
EASTER SATURDAY, April 4  ... 4.40 pa aiete 4.56 
EASTER SUNDAY, * OF occ as 5.12 ae 5.30 
EASTER MonpDaAy, i 6 ia oe wale 5.49 ae 6.11 
EASTER TUESDAY, 5 7 6,34 Ae 6.57 
Wednesday, + Sica ae 7.25 vad 7.56 
Thursday, 5 Obra aes 8.33 oe oN 9.14 
Friday, 5 LOSE ses oat 9.57 awe cee 10.37 


GE River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
sete reer erent deinen iD 





THE LOWER THAMES. 
GENERAL REMARKS, 


The trout season commenced on Wednesday last, and with what result time alone 
has to determine. The prospects were never brighter, nor were the anglers ever more 
anxious to get amongst the fish. If only half the anticipations are realised there 
will be something to talk about after the 10th of September. Every day has been 
bringing in the most astounding reports as to the quantity of fish that have been 
seen feeding. Here is a specimen of one of them: “If we should haye a few fine 
days I have not the least doubt I shall be able to send a good account of from fifteen 
to twenty fish from 41b, to 12Ib, each in less than half a mile of water.” It is very 
difficult to judge where to go in particular when all the reports are so good. Some 
of the anglers possess some glorious reminiscences of what they did and saw last 
year, and are determined to try the favourite places overagain. There is only one 
source of regret which prevails, and that is the determination of the Conservators in 
preventing angling from the weirs, but there can be no doubt they have done it for 
the best of purposes, and to put a stop to the risk which is incurred in fishing from 
unprotected weirs. It must, at the same time, be borne in mind that owing to the 
great number of ballast holes, there is a protection afforded in them for the trout to 
lay in and greater facilities for feeding, and they do not in consequence go as much 
to the weirs as they used to do. Some of the best fish of last season were caught in 
the stream, and the monster fish lost by Mr. Wheeldon was not ata weir. On the 
gallery at Teddington weir there is no risk, as it is fenced in on both sides, and danger 
is next to impossible. There is no better reach on the river than that at Kingston, 
and if properly fished will be productive of great results ; but if the fish get harassed 
by unskilful anglers the season will be spoiled. Care should be taken that all the 
lines are in good sound condition, as breakages occur and the fish get away with 
“the order of the flight,” trailing the broken portion of the line in all directions and 
disturbing other fish. 

Since the above was written Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, from Sunbury, report : 
“ We beg to say within the last week we have seen between our boathouse and the 
weir ten different trout feed, several of them quite 10lb. each, and we are quite 
sure it is more than we have seen feed in the month of March before, and all we 
want is customers to fish for them.” 


THE OPENING Day. 

There was a large influx of anglers on the Weir at Teddington on the first day of 
the trout season, and as many as six fishing at the same time, but none of them 
were successful in getting a trout. The water under the weir is literally crowded 
with dace, which are still going up to their spawning ground above. There were 
three anglers out at Kingston, but the day endedina blank. At Hampton Court 
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William Milbourne, Thomas Wheeler, and John Smith had each a customer, with 
the result that the gentleman fishing with the first-named had a run, but the fish 
broke away with a portion of the tackle. There were three punts out at Shepper- 
ton, but none of them were successful. At Staines, Thomas Fletcher, John Keene, 
sen.,,and John Keene, jun., were out, and here the first trout of the season was 
caught by a gentleman fishing with Fletcher—a nich fish of 4lb. Other boats were 
out in different places, but with no result, and this may be explained from the fact 
that a cold, strong wind was blowing all the day, in some places almost amounting to 
a gale, and the feeding of the fish was retarded by it. 


Ancholme District. 


Fly fishing will, I think, become general at Easter, as trout fishermen are ill-dis- 
posed to wait any longer. I am glad to report that the weather becomes increasingly 
pleasant. Monday was very fine, and needle browns were hatching in considerable 


numbers.—THOMAS Forp. 
Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The river has been in good trim for the past two or three days. On Monday Mr. 
Scott caught four dozen splendid trout, Tuesday, Mr. Oliver, 25 trout, good, and 
one sea trout, with Orange Dun and March Brown; Mr. Young, one bull trout, 3lb. 
Wednesday, Mr, Hedley, one dozen and a half splendid trout; Mr. Street, Kent, one 
dozen trout. At 4 p.m, the river came away very strong.—F. B. 


The Dove. 


Rain is falling steadily as I write on Wednesday evening, and I fancy if the 
downpour continues another dozen hours it will bring some colour into our river. 
For the last fortnight sport has been, comparatively speaking, a blank, for in the 
low and bright state of the water trout would neither accept the artificial flies on 
the surface, nor the worm or maggot on the bottom. The dishes have amounted to 
about two or three brace per rod—not more. The same fiies are now on the water 
as last week—namely, the February Red, the Cockwing Dun, and the March 
Brown. There are a great lot of salmon in the Dove, and more coming up from the 
Trent ; but so far we have had very few anglers out trying to catch them. I 
fancy the expert use of the live minnow would do great execution just now.—THE 


SPLODGER, - 
Esk (Whitby). 
Amateur fishermen have had a slack time of it during the past week. The 
weather has been somewhaterratic ; but even when at the finest, it has not been 
favourable to good sport. A few trout are beginning to show themselves up 
_the river; but there will be no sport worthy of the name until after a good 
flood. Fishing in the tideway for “scalies” is now practically at an end, February 
and March being the best months for them.—J. J. J, 


Lea (Ware). 

Owing to illness, I did not send a report of the finish of the roach fishing, but 
will do so now. Messrs. Wilshere and Warren, of the Bloomsbury Brothers, tried 
their luck on the last day but one, but were not very successful, but learnt the 
latest puzzle. John Bell, of the Good Intent, on the last day got amongst the roach, 
taking over 20lb. of handsome fish in a half-day. To-day, lst April, started trout 
fishing ; but my opinion is that May would have been plenty early enough. Mr. 
John Hammond, whilst fishing close to the bridge, got a jack going over 10lb., but, 
like a true angler, returned it from whence it came. 
the mouth of Rawling’s Pond, and a minnow might entice him. I have seen about 
half a dozen out to-day, trying their best, but no luck yet.— HARRY PAGE. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams still keep in splendid order for fishing, and the anglers of this part 
could not wish for either of these streams to be in a better state than they are at 
present. Both streams are clear, and a nice height forthe fly. There have been 
some sharp showers of rain here on Sunday and Monday, but has not altered the 
colour of the water. These streams have been visited well by the anglers this 
week, and several good lots have been landed. The best flies are the March Brown 
and Blue Dun, During last week one gentleman was out with the fly, in the club 
water, and landed 31 very nice trout. A gentleman tried both streams one day, 
and took 24 trout with the fly. On Friday a gentleman fished the Lugg and took a 
few nice fish with the fly. In the Arrow, near Hardisland, a capital dish of trout 
were landed with the Blue Dun. The Lugg, near Kingsland, was tried on Saturday 
by a gentleman with the March Brown, who landed a nice lot of fine trout. The 
Arrow, near Iyington, was fished the same day, and a few very good trout were 
taken with the Blue Dun. On Monday, the Lugg, near the town, was fished with 
the fly, and a nice lot of trout were landed. In the Arrow a few fish were caught 
with the March Brown. In the Stanton waters a nice lot of fish have been taken, 
On Tuesday, good sport was had near Aymestry, and fine trout were landed with 
the Blue Dun. The Pinsley isin capital condition for the fly. Some nice fish were 
taken with the March Brown at the beginning of the week.—GWYNNE, 


Severn and Teme (Worcester). 


Under the above heading I see, in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE, the remarks 
from someone who chooses to protect himself behind the name of ‘Severn Con- 
servator. If heis a member of the S. F. B., I am surprised that he cannot compre- 
hend the meaning of my note upon the Severn and Teme which appeared in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE of March 21st. Perhaps “Conservator” will impress upon his 
colleagues at the next meeting of the board that the anglers are anxiously waiting to 
see them take action in connection with the driggle-net. After we (the anglers) have 
signed a memorial, and taken out our licenses, almost with a promise that the driggle- 
net should be abolished, I say we are surprised that no action on the subject 
has taken place. Our friend will see that in the Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1878, 
wherein I find a section, it reads thus under the heading : ‘‘ Close Season for Fresh- 
water Fish.” “In this section, the term ‘freshwater fish’ includes all kinds of fish 
other than trout and char which live in fresh water, except those kinds which 
migrate to or from the open sea.” Then comes this part: “If any person during 
the close season fishes for, catches, or attempts to catch, or kill any freshwater fish, 
he shall, on summary conviction before two justices, be liable to a fine not exceeding 
forty shillings.” Will “Severn Conservator” read the above, and also this por- 
tion ?—“ A board of conservators, appointed under the Salmon Fishery Acts 1861 and 
1876, may, with the approval of the Secretary of State, exempt the whole or any 
part of their district from the operation of the above sections. The same shall be 


advertised in such manner as the Secretary of State shall direct.” 
This was done, and the anglers of this district have taken it for 
granted, or why can the Seyern Fishery Board grant permits to fish 


these rivers? I have not heard of its repeal, and, if is not repealed, what can 
Mr. Conservator be thinking about when he says my statements are incomprehen- 
sible? Isay again that the Severn above Shrewsbury and all the tributaries are 
exempt except the Avon, and, further, that you can get permits to take all fish in 
any part of the Severn all through the season from those who sell you the trout 
license, bar the salmon and grayling. If this is not explicit enough, I will give one 
or two more facts. Last week many large dace were taken with the spawn running 
from them within a stone’s throw from the water bailiff’s house at Powick’s Bridge, 
on the Teme. Last year there was hundreds of pounds taken in the same way, I 
saw chub, roach, dace, and perch pulled upon the bridge, the milt and spawn drop- 
ping in the river during their journey from the river to the bridge, about 20ft. 
The white fish are upon the fords by thousands.—T, A. G. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme and its tributaries are all in good angling order, being nice and clear 
and the proper height. Not many fishermen have been out this week, _the weather 
being damp and dull; yesterday, however, was an exceptionally fine bright day, and 
the fish took the fly better than they haye done of late. The flies used last week 
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I have seen a beauty close to. 
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have done fair service this. A gentleman on Friday caught in the Teme below the 
old paper mills, a nice trout with the red worm, it weighed 14]b. and appeared well 
in season. On Tuesday an angler, fishing under Whitcliffe with the little Blue Dun, 
landed about midday a brace of nice trout, one 11b. and the other oyer #1b. Fish are 
rather scarce between the two bridges of late, and this catch was considered some- 
thing unusual, as rough fish are principally the occupants of this particular locality. 
Another gentleman caught a trout nearly 11b. weight while fishing in Dodd’s orchard 
opposite. On the 26th ult, Mr. Dansey landed a fair lot of trout with the Blue Dun 
in the Steventon waters. A few fish have been caught in the Park district, but I can 
hear of nothing being done up in the Leintwardine Club water, which has been very 
quiet ; neither have I heard of anything doing in the Plowden Association’s waters 
A gentleman visiting the Clun on Tuesday landed five anda half brace of trout with 
the February Red. The Corve has been a little more attended to ; we saw a fisher- 
man on Tuesday night with three grand trout nearly $lb. each, which he said he 
landed nearly opposite Elms Lodge with the Blue Dun, A few fish landed up the 
Ony. Little doing in the Ledwyche.—S. Lupiow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


There is scarcely any alteration in the state of this stream, it still remaining in 
capital fishing order, still being clear and in good order for the fly. Some very sharp 
showers of rain fell in this district at the beginning of the week, but has made little 
or no difference to the state of the water. The mornings of some of the days have 
been dull, but towards midday the sun has been shining brightly, and the fish have 
been rising freely at the March Brown, February Red, and Blue Dun, and some 
capital fish have been landed. One gentleman used the worm at the end of last 
week, but met with no success. The water was fished on Friday with the Blue Dun, 
and a nice dish of trout, averaging 4lb. each, were taken. A gentleman fished the 
water near Rochford, and with the March Brown took a good lot of fish. On 
Saturday the water near the bridge was tried, and a nice lot of trout were landed 
with the February Red. In the water near to Little Hereford a gentleman the same 
day landed a capital dish of trout with the Blue Dun. Fishing near to Corn Brook 
on Monday, a gentleman caught a few very good trout with the fly. A nice dish of 
fish were taken the same day in the water near Eastham by a gentleman who was 
using the February Red. On Tuesday the water near Berrington was fished, and a 
few small trout landed ; several smaller fish were hooked, but were immediately 
returned. The Rea and Ledwyche are in capital fishing order, all being clear. 
Some few good-sized fish have been taken from Kyre. Little done in the Rea and 
Ledwyche this week.—WoRcESTER. 


Waveney (Beccles). 

It is not my intention to trouble you any further, after the present Report, with 
any records of pike taken, as the fish are exceptionally forward this year, and the 
majority of anglers, I believe, have expressed their intention of giving it up after 
the 31st March. Mr. George Goffin has been very successful during the past week, 
having caught five fish, weighing respectively 41b., 5lb., 1141b., 1241b., and 171b, 
The three largest were fine specimen fish, and afforded good sport. Reviewing the 
past pike season, I think it may be said it has been one of the best, if not the best, 
since the Preservation Society commenced its most valuable work. It would be 
interesting to know the exact number of fish taken~since October last; but I may 
say scores—and it would not, I think, be exaggerating to say hundreds—of fish have 
been taken during the season, amongst them many good fish. In consequence of 
the large number of pike taken out of the river, good sport may be anticipated 
amongst the roach during the coming season, as it is certain there will not be so 
many of these “sharks” to feed, which is no small item when we consider what it 
takes to keep three or four 12-pounders, a 17-pounder, &c. If the wind would but 
shift a little more to the South I should not have any hesitation in saying good 
sport might be obtained during the holidays. But prospects are, taking things all 
round, very good, and water is right.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


5 _  Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Until to-day (Tuesday) it really appeared as though Easter this year was going to 
follow in the steps of its predecessors and prove a lively combination of rain, sleet, 
snow, wind, and other meteorological phenomena too numerous to mention; but 
apparently anglers may hope this season for better things, for to-day is a perfect 
fishing day. I caught half-a-dozen trout on Saturday last with the Orange Par- 
tridge and Olive Bloa, but was astonished to find they were still in very poor con- 
dition—long, black fish, which smacked more of February than the end of March. 
When at Ilkley the other day I had the pleasure of inspecting the fish-hatching 
apparatus belonging to the Burnsall Angling Club, and which is under the active 
management of Mr. Chippendale, who may certainly be considered one of the leading 
pisciculturists of Yorkshire. I cannot adduce a more convincing proof of the care 
that he bestows upon his work when-I tell you that out of 80,000 ova he has only 
had a loss of 1,000 ; the young fish appear in splendid condition, and I understand 
that a large proportion of them are not to be turned into the club waters until 
they are yearlings. I endorse every word of your remarks respecting the Durham 
Derwent in your “ Occasional Notes” last week. I have had the pleasure of inspecting 
the club length, through the courtesy of your able correspondent, Mr. W. Palliaser, 
of Lintz Green. More beautiful trout water it would be impossible to conceive ; 
and if only the mine washings could be excluded, the club should be the premier 
one of the district. I know many a man who would deem such fishing dirt cheap at 
£1 per annum ; I consider 5s. ridiculously cheap.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


The Yore and Semerwater. 

Mr. Thomas Ford, of the Manor Fishery, Caistor, made a present of 1,000 very 
fine Loch Leven trout fry, which had been fed nearly two months, to the Askrigg 
Angling Club, for Semerwater, last week. He also supplied 4,000 fine Fario fry for the 
Yore, between Askrigg and Leyburn.—P. P. 


Yore (Hawes). 

I still consider Easter angling prospects blooming as yet, although we have had 
a hard night or two. We had a nice fresh on Sunday ; but on Monday morning the 
wind gotinto the N.E.,and angling wasnil. To-day, however, after a hard night, 
the wind is due S., with the barometer falling gradually,and every appearance of 
rain by to-morrow (Wednesday) or Thursday. I have not tried fly-fishing as yet, 
although I hear of a few being taken with the fly, mostly grayling, which continue 
to go into the basket, notwithstanding close time. All being well, I intend to 
visit the foot of Semmerwater this Easter.—J. Corry. 


i 











THE WyYE Rov LICENSE QUESTION.—MEETING OF ANGLERS.—OPPOSITION TO 
THE LICENSES.—On Monday week an important meeting of anglers and others 
interested in the fishery question was held at Ross. The matter was fully dis- 
cussed, the general grievance being the imposition of the ‘Rod License,” inasmuch 
as it was an obstacle to the working men, and a hindrance to the visitors to the 
town, Ultimately a resolution was unanimously passed that a demonstration be 
held on Easter Monday, and that a procession, headed by a brass band and armed 
with fishing-rods, march to the banks of the river Wye and bid defiance to the 
authorities. It was also resolved not to take out rod licenses, but try and demolish 
the powers, and get full authority for fishing the Wye. The subject is causing con- 
siderable public interest on the banks of the Wye. 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAzETTH, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


ACT ON THE SQUARE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since sending you my last report, a fortnight since, of the doings of our society, I 
have the painful news to tell you that our respected secretary, Mr. EB. J. Hoffman, 
has passed from among us, having died on the 16th ult., after a_very short illness, 


in the prime of life, being only thirty-eight years of age, and whose death will be 


much regretted by all who knew him, particularly those with whom he was closely 
associated. On Thursday last our annual distribution of prizes took place, Mr, A, 
George taking four, Mr. H. Chapman four, Mr. R. Mills three, Mr. J. B. Thompson 
two, and Mr. Smily one, after which a very pleasant evening was spent. On 
account of the death as above referred to, I was particularly requested to again 
undertake the duties of secretary.—A. GEORGE. 

CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary monthly smoking concert tcok place at the Swan on Monday last, 
the 30th ult., Mr. H. J. Beck in the chair, it being the visit from the clubs enrolled 
under the No. 1 Eastern District, a large number were present. Formal business 
haying been transacted, the chairman, at the end of his opening speech, called on 
Mr. Winterbottom for a musical selection on the pianoforte, which was rendered in 
Mr. Winterbottom’s well-known brilliant manner. Mr. Kidd then sang very well 
the funny song, * So long as the World goes Round,” followed by Mr. Beck, who, as 
usual, much pleased his hearers with “Tell Her 1 Love Her so,’ and Mr, Taylor 
secured an encore by his clever rendering of ‘‘ The Image Boy.” Mr. Johns gave, in 
a capital manner, Serjeant Buzfuz’s Address in Bardell vy. Pickwick. Mr. Gray’s 
songs were much admired—viz., “ The Meeting of the Waters,” and in response to an 
encore, “The Little Hero.” Mr. Tregenza, in a capital. make up, caused great 
amusement by the very comic manner in which he.sang “They All have a Mate but 
Me,” and later in the evening he was much applauded with “ The Chairman.” After 
an interval Mr. Ghurney made a capital speech upon the flourishing condition of the 
Anglers’ Association, and of angling matters generally, and the promise made by 
Mr. Geen to turn into the Lea in the course of a few days 500 stock perch of a 
very famous breed, was loudly applauded. Mr. Manning followed with another 
speech congratulating the Lea anglers on the handsome contribution of 
Mr. Geen to the Lea, referring to it as the precursor of the movement brought 
forward by me, having for its purpose the re-stecking. of . our depleted 
rivers and streams. (I am pleased to tell you that I have received and am receiving 
many offers of support to the end J have in view). Our worthy chairman being 
obliged to leave us, Mr. Kidd occupied his place for the remainder of the evening, 
and very efficiently he carried out his duties. Mr. EH. Nathan was well applauded in 
“ Sailing,” and the host, Mr. Binks, gave, as usual-very well, ‘“‘ The Noble 24th” ; Mr. 
O. Wade sang very feelingly ‘The Actor’s Dying Child”; and Mr. W. Gregg was 
successful with “ Down by the River Side” ; Mr. W. Robinson sang ‘“ Silver Moon- 
light * touchingly ; “‘ The Village Blacksmith” having been requested from Mz. H. 
Short, he gave it impressively. Several other songs followed, and the chairman’s 
vote of thanks having been warmly honoured, the Anthem brought a very success- 
ful and enjoyable evening toa close. The roll was called by Mr. Manning, and the 
following clubs, each of which was well represented, responded : Alliance, Burdett, 
Dalston, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, Hoxton Brothers, Izaac Walton, 
North Eastern, Stepney, Sociable Brothers, Stoke Newington, and the Queen’s, from 
Notting Hill—HeEnry Howse, hon. sec. 





DUFFIELD ANGLING CLUB. 

We had no water belonging to our club, so Mr. Myring, our president, Mr. Tempest, 
vice-president, and Mr. Knapton, secretary, a few days ago waited on the Hon. Ff, 
Strutt, J.P., of Milford (who has the right of the fishing here, both in the Derwent 
and Exlebourne, a trout stream), to ask him if he would grant a portion of the water 
for the use of the club, and he at once granted the permission asked for by giving 
the club about three miles of water on the Derwent, besides a portion of the Hxle- 
bourne. Then they waited on H. Strutt, Hsq., J.P., and asked him if he would 
kindly consent to be president of the club, and he likewise consented to do so, and 
said that he would use his influence with other gentlemen, and see if we could not 
make a good club, so that we could stock the water with fish, have a water bailiff, 
&c. He could not see why we should not have as good a club here as they have at 
Matlock, so you see, sir, if we began ina humble way, it looks now like being some- 
thing better. After our secretary had related the particulars of the above at our 
last meeting night, March 30th, we had a little surprise for him. The members 
during the last fortnight had been subscribing to make a little present to him for 
the pains he had been taking to get the club in such a satisfactory condition. The 
present was a very handsome electro-plated teapot. .The president, Mr. Myring, 
occupied the chair, and Mr. J. M. Tempest the vice-chair. The presentation was 
made by the president, on behalf of the members ; Mr. Myring made a very interest- 
ing speech, and Mr. Knapton suitably responded.—DUFFIBLD TROUT. 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society 
will be given by the members of the above society on this (Saturday) evening, 
at their headquarters, the George, Fonthill-road, Finsbury Park, N. (two 
minutes’ walk from tram or railway station). This will be our sixth of a series of 
concerts given forthe same object ; therefore we trust that ali brother anglers that 
can willassist us to make ita success. Chairman, Mr. C. Watling ; vice, Mr. J. J, 
Holmes, To commence at 8 o’clock,—J. J. Houmns, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIHTY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, 
at the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street. Capt. Alfred 
occupied the chair, and among those present were Messrs. Cartwright, Bentley, 
Beevor, Field, and White. The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and confirmed, the chairman drew attention to the recent regulation of the Thames 
Conservators prohibiting fishing from the weirs, as one likely to place a yery great 
difficulty in the way of trout anglers. He suggested that, however advisable 
the regulation might be as a preventive of accidents, provision should be made for 
anglers, and that this might easily be done by means of tickets giving permission to 
the bearer to use the weirs. The next smoking concert will take place on Tuesday 
evening next, at 7 o'clock. Several good singers and reciters have already promised 
help, and the secretary will be glad to hear from any other gentleman disposed to 
lend a helping hand.—H, * 





NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening the annual smoking concert in connection with the above 
club took place at the Norfolk Arms, Burwood-place, and proved thoroughly suc- 
cessful and enjoyable throughout. The programme, which was a lengthy one, 
abounded in good talent, the following being amongst the songs of the evening : 
“The Old Brigade,” sung in capital style by Mr. Raymond ; The Little Hero,” and 
“ Jolly Imps,” by Mr. Evans, gained well-deserved applause ; the “ Death of Nelson,” 
and “ Pilgrim of Love,” admirably rendered by Mr. Llewelyn ; ‘* Poor Jack Brown,” 
“ A Wet Sheet and a Flowing Sea,” and “ In Sheltered Vale,” sung in splendid style 
by Mr. Slack, and most deservedly applauded. The “‘ Kerry Dance,” by Mr. Price, 
rendered in a manner which caused much enthusiasm, and four comic songs by Mr. 
Mundie, fairly brought down the house. The remaining songs were “ Polly,” sung 
with marked effect by Mr. Thwaites ; “Tom Bowling,” well rendered by Mr, Hinks; 
a comic refrain, “ It’s Nothing to do with Me,” by Mr. P¥aunsdmandel, which caused 
considerable amusement, as also did the topical and impromptu yerse of Mr, Viears, 
set to the music of “ Tidings of Comfort and Joy”; “The Vagabond,” well sung by 
Mr. Wooldridge, a gentleman well known to the members of this society ; “ England,” 
by Mr, Simper, was well received, and “ The Drummer and his Lass,” by Mr, Robson, 





Mr. Petchy ‘fulfilled. the duties of chairman in a very worthy manner, and Mr, 
Symonds proved a very able accompanist. The whole proceedings were conducted 
in a truly efficient manner by Messrs. Raymond and Buckingham, and were brought 
to a close shortly before midnight by the singing of the “ National Anthem.” 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. i 

The quarterly meeting on the 26th March was very strongly attended, close on 
forty members putting in an appearance. The treasurer’s quarterly account of 
receipts and payments was read and adopted. The question of admitting members 
from a distance was fully discussed, and a decision against doing so carried. The 
rules and regulations, as revised by the committee, were gone through one by one, 
and passed with a few verbal alterations, and the addition of an extra regulation. 
Mr. Chandler was again to the fore with seventeen volumes for the library, and he 
bids fair to fulfil his promise of filling a shelf in six months by doing so in six weeks. 
Mr. Campbell presented “ The Book of the Roach,” Mr, W. A. Smith ‘ The Modern 
Practical Angler,’ and Mr. Ramsbottom five books, including “Angling,” by 
Blakey, Otter’s “ Guide,” and “ Modern Angler.” All were warmly thanked. -Mr. 
A. Harrison, amid applause, was elected first librarian. Members were handed cards 
for the salmon and trout fishing recently acquired, and the meeting closed with the - 
presentation of prizes won on the 12th March.—R. Wog,YrAaLL, hon. sec. 


= 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. © : 

The usual weekly meeting of the Piscatorial Society was held at the Mona Hotel, 
Covent Garden, on Wednesday evening last. Amongst those present were Messrs. 
Fenning, Huggett, Pattisson, Jesse, Foreman, Goodyer, Blamey, Sachs, Harden, 
Booker, H. B. Brown, Gray, Hill, Bennett, Sparrow, C. Blundell, Rey. J. Sumner, Clegg, 
H. UW. Brown, Walker, Wheeldon, Lemann, &c. Mr. Bookerwas voted to the chair, 
The minutes of the two previous meetings were read, and duly confirmed, wit 
cheers on the announcement of gifts of books for the library by Messrs. Booker ant 
Adlington. The following gentlemen having visited the society, and their nam2s 
having been. recommended by the committee, were unanimously-elected : Mr. G, J. 
Harman, Mr. Frederick Vaughan, Mr, J. Richardson, Mr. A. J. Little, Mr. H. B. 
Terrill, Mr. G. F. Spencer, and Mr. R. H. Traill. Loud cheers followed the announcse- 
ment of the result of the ballot. Mr. Harden proposed, and Mr. H..B. Brown 
seconded, the nomination of Mr. J. H. L. Neish as a new member. Pr. Brunton 
showed a case of trout and grayling which were much admired. ‘“ The Healths of 
Messrs. H. B. Brown and Harden,” were proposed by the chairman, they showing a 
nice tray of trout on the table. These gentlemen replied, and thanked the members 
for their applause. The fish were taken with the smallest flies, and gave good sport. 
Messrs. Wheeldon and Lemann have been fishing at Maidenhead on the opening day. 
The water was in splendid order. Mr. Wheeldon took one of 240z. spinning, and Mr. 
Lemann then hooked another about the same size. Mr. W. then ran a very large 
fish, but he stopped just short of taking the bait. His advice is to fish deep and — 
fine ; they were piloted by Harry Wilder. ‘The Continued Success of the Pisca- 
torials ” was next duly honoured, and “The Health of Mr. Booker, the Chairman,” 
was proposed by Mr. Foreman. He made a suitable reply, and the meeting ter- 
minated.—T. H. (pro R, B.) 


RODNEY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting held on the 25th ult, the minutes of the previous meeting were read, 
and those referring to “the Testimonial’ were confirmed ; but those in reference to 
the distribution of prizes were altered from April Ist to April 15th, in consequence 
of some 40 prizes having to be collected and distributed. On behalf of the members 
of this society I return their most sincere thanks to those gentlemen and their 
friends who have kindly offered the above prizes for competition among them during’ 
the past season, and at the same time to inform those gentlemen that the distribu- 
tion of prizes will take place at Mr. T. Hughes’s, the New Albion, Rodney-road, 
Walworth, on April 15th, on which oceasion the pleasure of their company will 
be esteemed a favour by all the members, and likewise by yours respectfully— 
PIXIE, wiie fet ray oe 

WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. : 

In answer to several inquiries that have been put to me lately in reference to the 
above society, I beg to inform all parties concerned that the society is still held at 
Mrs. C. Bansback’s, the St. Paul’s, Westmoreland-road, Walworth, and that the 
meeting night, during the fence months, is Thursday, and on Sunday and Thursday 
during the season. A smoking concert takes place on the first Thursday in the month, 
to which I would advise all my inquiring friends to pay a visit and judge for them-~ 
selves. I also beg to inform them that the annual dinner will take place on April 
30th, over which Mr. Duck will preside, assisted by Mr. Gilbert. For full particulars 
apply to Mr, J. Boalch, secretary, Old Kent-road, $.E., or at the headquarters any 
evening previous to that date.—PIXIE. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. - 

With very great regret we have to report the death of Mr. Thomas Stevens, of 
Lydford-road, St. Peter’s Park, for several years a member of the above society, and 
lately of the Friendly Anglers, at the early age of 28 years, strong and active till 
within three days of his death. We can hardly realise that he is not still with us ; 
he will long be missed by all who knew him, and have heard his merry laugh along 
the banks of the Colne or Thames. We cannot but feel that a bright particular star 
in our social sphere has gone out, and we are the losers. The funeral took place on 
Monday, the 30th ult., when some forty friends and members of the W.P.P.S. 
attended and followed to the grave. A beautiful cross of white immortelles, sent by 
his fellow-clerks of Lincoln’s Inn, also quite a number of beautiful wreaths, sent by 
Messrs. Hawkins, Archer, Rogers, and other friends, were Jaid out on a pure white: 
marble slab which covers the next grave, whose sad beauty served to show the love 
and respect of those who knew him.—H. ADEANE, sec. 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


Dre (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—Somewhat better sport has been obtained during 
the past week, especially towards the end of it, owing to a slight rise in the water ; 
but the real “turn of the tide ”—that is, a continuation of fairly good heavy waters, 
which will bring the fish up from the sea in shoals, has not yet arrived. However, 
sportsmen in this quarter are not yet without hope of April proving a good month, 
as there is abundant snow on the hills, and as soon as the soft weather of spring 
sets fairly in, the heavy waters will undoubtedly commence. On the Borrowstone 
and Ballogie waters, Sir Wm. Feilden and party had six fish from 6}1b, to 151b. On 
the Norton House water, Wm. Lamond, Esq., had three, on Friday, of 631b., 7}1b., 
and 1641b, respectively ; and General McIntyre, on Tuesday, one of 931b., on the same: 
water. On the Carlogie water, Mr. Chas. Farquhar killed one of 8lb. on Monday, 
and one of 91b. on Saturday. The Owl, White-wing, and Gordon have been the: 
favourite flies —W. BLACKLAWS. 

Tur Den (ABOYNE).—Since my last report, up to the 24th ult. inclusive, fairly 
good sport has been obtained. On Wednesday, the 25th ult., although all the ger-. 
tlemen turned out as usual, nothing was caught; on the 26th ult., J. Wason, Esq... 
one salmon, 8b. ; on the 27th ult..good sport was obtained, one gentleman,’ Colonel 
Egerton, had seven fish, 151b.; 91b., 91b., 91b., 7Ib., 7lb., and 6lb.; J. Wason, Esq., 
had four fish, 91b., 91b., 91b., and 71b, on the same date ; another gentleman had two 
good fish on the sane water, so that the latter day’s sport has been the best we have 
had during the season. ‘Themorning did not look a likely day atall ; it was almost 
a gale, the wind high, with a bitter frost. On the 28th ult. Colonel Egerton, 
one salmon, 8lb.,and on the 30th another of 941b. It is useless to name the best 
killing flies, as the sportsmen_have’been using so many different kinds. I may also 
mention that afew other gentlemen have been getting salmon on this section during 
last week.—W. BEATTIR. op ees, 





_Aprin 4, 1885.) 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


169 





COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO THE RIVER LEA FISHERY BAILIFFS, 


Tue large club room of the flourishing Clapton Angling Society accommodated 
most comfortably last Wednesday evening about 80 guests, who sat down to an 
excellent dinner, well and quickly served under the supervision of the host of the 
Swan Hotel. Mr. Howse, the energetic and ubiquitous hon. sec. of the Claptonians, 
as usual, left nothing undone to make every one comfortable. : 

The chairman of the evening was Mr. Philip Geen, President of the Anglers’ 
Association, and among those présent were Mr. Thomas Spreckley, Major Flower, 
the sanitary engineer of the Lea Conservancy Board; Mr. Corble, the secretary, and 
Mr. Child, the engineer of the same board ; Mr. J. B. Burnard, Mr. Howse, Mr. J. P. 
Wheeldon, Mr.-R. B. Marston, Mr. Field, Mr. Manning, Mr. Aveling, Mr, 
Ghurney, Mr. Benfield, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Beckett, &c., &c.,and all the present honoraty 
and paid bailiffs of the River Lea Preservation Association. 

The loyal toasts having been disposed of, the chairman proposed “The Lea 
Conservancy.” 

The Chairman said : Mr. Vice-chairman and Gentlemen—The next toast is one of 
very special interest to this representative gathering of Lea anglers : it is the ‘ Lea 
Conservancy Board,” I have had considerable experience in efforts at preservation, 
and that experience has led me to the conclusion that such efforts mast be almost 
futile unless commenced and carried on in sucha manner as shall win the sympathy, 
aid, and support of the authorities, as by law established, on our rivers. We have 
evidence here to-night of the most conclusive, agreeable, and complimentary 
character, that the Lea anglers are conducting their efforts at preservation in such 
a way as has won for them the respect of the Lea Conservancy Board. The fact I 
allude to is a most gratifying one. I am quite convinced that there is no 
well-thought-out and matured request which we could make, likely to benefit 
the fisheries of the river Lea, which the Conservators would not concede 
us—if, of course, within their power. Fortunately, we have a powerful 
friend in Major Flower, who I know takes the deepest interest in the 
question of the pollution of rivers generally, and particularly that of the Lea. 
He is one of the most active members of the National Society who are working so 
hard to get from Parliament an effective measure to put a stop to the great evil of 
pollution. I think the anglers of London, with our angling societies in every 
metropolitan constituency, shouid wake up, as our provincial brethren are waking, 
to the importanee of this question, and to the determination that our representa- 
tives, if not in this, why, then, in the next Parliament, shall give such attention to 
this subject, as shall result in a short and sharp Act which will prevent the turning 
into our rivers matter so filthy that local sanitary authorities refuse to receive it 
into the sewers. Angling friends in Birmingham, Sheffield, Nottingham, and other 
large towns, have written me on the pressing necessity for immediate action, as 
rivers are yearly being added to the number of those already spoilt by pollution. 
We hear much of the vast number of anglers, and the great pleasures which they 
enjoy ; surely their interests are worth the trouble of defending. We are not only 
much indebted to Major Flower, but also to Mr. Corble, the secretary, who is never 
tired of assisting us, and we have also a great friend in our vice-chairman of this 
evening, Mr. Child, the engineer. I will nowask you, gentlemen, to drink with me 


the toast of the Lea Conservancy Board, coupled with the names of Mr, Corble. 


Major Flower, and Mr. Child. 

Mr. Corble, who occupied the position of vice-chairman, replied, referring to the 
pleasure it gave him to meet anglers, and to the untiring energy with which Mr. 
Ghurney had worked to preserve the Lea. Mr. Ghurney had always been the prime 
mover in all matters brought before the board. He thought he might fairly say 
they had stopped netting and broken up the poaching gang which used to infest 
the river. This was in nosmall degree due to Thomas Varden, one of their bailiffs. 
Tommy could smell a poacher a mile off, and the bonfires of nets’ he had captured 
were almost enough to set the Thames on fire. In conclusion, he hoped the Thames 
and Lea fishery by-laws would be assimilated. 

Major Flower, who also replied to this toast, said there could be no question of 
the immense importance of keeping the Lea pure, considering that fully two-thirds 
of the water supply of London was drawn from that river. He hoped the Bill pro- 
moted by the National Society for Obtaining Effective Legislation against River Pollu- 
tion would become law; they might rest assured that the Lea Conservators would 
continue to do all in their power to protect and purify the river. 

Mr. Child, also replying to this toast, said he feared if we had another hot, dry 
Summer such as last, the state of the river would be as bad, or worse, than it had 
been. He also complimented Mr. Ghurney on his exertions. 

Mr. Spreckley then proposed the toast of the “Lea Bailiffs.’ He was quite sure 
they could not have a better, or more conscientious, head-bailiff than Mr. Ghurney. 
Nearly all the bailiffs were honorary, and gave their services gratuitously, and the 
few that were paid were very mildly paid indeed, if he might use the expression. 
He advised them to make friends of the anglers, and assured them that a little kind 
advice would in nearly all cases do more good than rough treatment of those who 
were inclined to angle unfairly; he hoped they would adopt the very simple 
measures they had so successfully tried in the Thames for preserying the spawn 
when it was deposited in the shallows ; in this way they would save millions of fry, 
which would otherwise be destroyed. He had great pleasure in coupling’ this toast 
with the name of Mr. Ghurney. By general request Mr. Wheeldon then sang “ The 
Friar of Orders Grey” in his well-known style, his powerful voice filling the long 
room, even as far as the vice-chairman, whose pleasant countenance was but dimly 
visible in the distance. 

Mr. Ghurney, who was heartily received on rising, said that 23 years ago he was 
the second appointed on a small committee for the purpose of preserving the Lea ; 
they had a long uphill fight, and at one time almost broke down ; but the Lea Con- 
servancy had stood by them well, giving them more assistance than they had dared 
to hope for, on behalf of the bailiffs he could truthfully say they were thoroughly 
earnest in their work. He had last year put some good bream into the river, pro- 
cured by the assistance of Mr. Lark, of Yarmouth, and he was glad to say they had 
spawned, for he had noticed quantities of bream fry. They had also used the Lund 
hatching boxes for perch culture with success, and were preparing to renew their 
efforts in this direction, They would be glad to hear that Mr. Geen had secured for 
them a very fine lot of perch from Blenheim, which would be turned into the river 
very soon. 

Mr. Beckett briefly and ably proposed “ The Thames Angling Preservation Society,” 
to which Mr. Geen, in the absence of Mr. Spreckley (who had to leave), replied. 

The toast of “The Press” was then proposed by Mr. Manning, who thought 
angling interests would be in a sorry condition without the help of the angling 
press. It was unnecessary for him to point out the immense advantage it was to 
anglers to have organs in the press devoted to their interests ; in fact, he might say 
anglers would be in the dark as to what was going on in the angling world but for 
the articles, reports, and comments on their doings, which they now-enjoyed. He 
thought anglers should write better than they could speak. Talk frightens the fish ; 
but drop them a line properly, and it was the angler’s fault if it was not answered. 

Mr. R. B. Marston, in replying, said he regretted Mr. Wheeldon, whose name was 
also coupled with this toast, had been obliged to leave to catch his train, because he 
noticed that in the toast list, under that of the Press, was printed “ The Innocents 
Abroad "—a recitation to be given by Mr. Benfield. He did not know whether 
there was any delicate sarcasm in this; but he could answer for it that the 
Thames trout would find Mr. Wheeldon, who intended to renew his acquaintance 
with them early on the morrow, was anything but an innocent abroad. It was 
five and twenty years or more since he (Mr. M.) had first fished the Lea, and he was 
delighted to see the Conservancy and the ‘anglers working \so heartily together in 
preserving the river. ; 

Mr. Benfield thought at that late hour his recitation from Mark Twain 
might be too long, and, in place of it, gave a very amusing piece in 
North Devon dialect. Mr. Taylor sang his, capital song “The Image,” and then 
Mr, Marston proposed the toast of ‘* The Chairman,” Mr. Geen, saying it would take 


too long to enumerate half the matters in which Mr. Geen had taken a leading part 
in the interests of anglers ; he would only mention the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, 
the I'reshwater Fisheries Act, the railway privileges, coarse fish culture, and remind 
them that Mr. Geen was president of the most numerous and powerful body of 
anglers in the country, the Anglers’ Association, numbering some thousands of 
members. He had known Mr. Geen for many years, and was perfectly convinced 
thas anglers had no better friend, and none who worked more unselfishly in their 





interests. 


Mr. Geen (who was received on rising “ with musical honours”) briefly replied, 
and, after several capital songs from members of the Clapton Angling Society, a 
very jolly meeting of anglers terminated as loyally as it commenced. 














ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON'S 


TROUSERS, 

STOCKINGS, 

WADERS & 
BROGUES. 


FISHING 
WATERPROOFS ano anés 


COATS, 
JACKETS, 
CAPES, 


AWARDED OXLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
[, H. E. FOR FISHING GOODS, 


Indiarubber and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 


37, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C. 





THE 


GREAT REWEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 





HE 
oy 
fe. 43 


form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 


PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


elt 


‘SAVED FAY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Iixtract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 8d., 
1ls., and 21s. each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, F.C, 


NEW FISHING JACKET, 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
M RY KE RO, 


Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON, 
TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
60, New Bond Street, LONDON. 


Prices and Particulars upon Application. 


JONES & C0, 
39, Duke St., 8.W., London. 


late of 
111, JERMYN STREET, S.W. 
Prizes awarded in 1851 and 1862 for 


Rods, Flies, and Tackle of unequalled 
excellence. 


HOWARTH’S PATENT REELS, 


For the Trent Style, Now Ready. Also 
the BEST BOYS’ LINES in the Market. 


ADDRESS :~ 


S. HOWARTH, 
184 and 185, “STATION STREET, 
BURTON-ON-TRENT. 
10 


SALMON ANGLERS 
AND OTHERS. 

JAPANNED FLY-MAKER’S BOX, complete 

Four trays, divided and sub-divided, with bottom 


space. To hold and preserve collection of feathers, 
hackles, hooks, and all requisite materials : Card- 
board partitioned Box for seal’s furs in lid, as sup- 
plied to Mr. Kelson, 
18in. by 12 by 104 high, price £3 10s, 
12in. by 9 by 8 high, price £2 10s. 


ALL ORDERS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
REMITTANCE. 


W. ROLLASON, 
12, Kirby-street, Hatton-garden’ 
London 











| pars IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 


EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEURATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL. je ape 
“ Dec, 24th, 1883. 

ADE’S “TI have been troubled with ILLS. 


gout for the last forty years, © 
ADE’S and in that time been under PES 
nine doctors, and tried many 
ADE'S so-called ‘never - failing’ ILLS, 
remedies, but I found no relief 
ADE’S until I got a bottle of EADE’S ILLS, 
PILLS, and.since then I have 
ADHE’S ailed nothing, 
(Signed) 
“F. W. LONSDALE. 
“ 22, St. John-st., Preston.” 


ILLS, 


j Be ies 


ps: 
Do not be persuaded to take 
ADE’S any other Pills for the above pu 
distressing painful disorders, 
ADW’S as “ Hade’s” have been proved ILLS. 
by thousands to be the safest 


ADI’S 
ADE’S 





p sADE'S and most effectual remedy, ILLS. 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
ADE'S cine vendors, in bottles, 1s. 13d. ILLS. 


and 2s, 9d. 
GEORGE EADE,72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, 





HULLAND FISHERY, 
ASHBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE. 


SEASON 1885. 





BYED OVA. 
S. Levenensis .. Per Thousand 15s. 
S.Fario oe 3 15s. 
§. Levenensis .. Per Thousand £1 5s. 
S. Fario £1 5s. 


“eae, ~ 

YHEARLINGS 

To be delivered in December next. 

S.Levenensis .. Per Thousand £15. 
8. Fario, Vode thousand, £12 10s. to £15. 
Feeding Machine for Fry & Yearlings. 

The machine is designed to distribute the food 
to the fish gradually, and answers the purpos2 
admirably. The agitator is driven by the supply 
water falling on a water wheel; the valve for re- 
gulating the supply of food is worked quite inde- 
pendently of the wheel, and can be regulated to any 
degree of “fine ” or “ heavy” feeding. 
Hatching, Rearing, and Feeding 

Apparatus 

Of every description kept in stock. For prices ang 
every information, apply to THE MANAGER. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS. 


CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
AND HARNESS 
FITTINGS 
and all other Metal 
with 


BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish, 


To be obtained Everywhere. 
OFFICES : — 20,, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. - 
Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 











SALMON AND TROUT TACKLE. 
JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 


MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &e., to suit all parts of 
the world. A large stock of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand ; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prizé Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1883, for ex- 
cellence in Fishing Tackle, Price List on appli. 
cation, 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


NOW READY. 


2s. 6d. 


PRICE 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “ FrsHinc GAZETTE,” with Leather Back; will hold half 


a year’s GAZETTES, 


To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 
oT a ie Oe ON ee ee ee 





See the J%eld, November Ist; 
GAZETTE, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler cau learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883 ; 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for Flies; 
Trout Reels ; 
for Salmon Rods; 
Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. AJso, set 
Diplomas of Honour. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


the FISHING 


Gold Medal for 
Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medal for 


Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM ST) EET, 





CGLY-D E'S.DiALzE 
Colville Square, 


MANSIONS, 
Bayswater, W. 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience ; Bathroom, with 


Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &c. 


Close to Kensington Gardens, 


and of easy access to all parts. Omnibuses pass the Mansions. Rent from £65, 


Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 


FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.ELS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Tish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 


AND 


YEARLINCS 
Of §S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, S. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 











For Price List apply to 


tT. ANDREWS, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 
ESTABLISHED 1851, 
B 


IRKBECK BAN K— 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usua 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Depesit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand, 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

March 81st, 1884. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Receipts exceed Five Millions 














| OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 

FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

E OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 

MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 

Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOCIETY 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 





FOOD. | 


6d. per Pkt, ; BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 


6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACH, W._ 


ICKIE’S VOICE IMPROVER.—AII 

Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds, Sold 
in packets, 6d. and 1s, each. Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


Dealer in all kinds of 


Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 


for the Aquarium, 


52, KING WILLIAM STREET. 


&e., 


Section ef the 
“Dunelm” Built Cane 


Rods. 

Write for Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulaxs of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuctured by 


— W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland. 


ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“Whatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.” ... “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 
and light.”—Dean Swift or Matthew Arnold. 


.) WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 
Or glitt’ring starlight without thee is sweet,” 
—WMilton. 


ALES, POLLARD, &CO., London. 


“ There eke the soft delights that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.” —Thomson. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“ The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“ Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.” 
— Wordsworth. 


ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“T knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled” 
“., . There's nothing half so sweet in life.’ 
—T. Moore. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“A feasting presence full of light,” 
“ But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes.” 
a — Shakespeare. 
XALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
facturers, 
Wholesale—29, Farringdon-road, London, E.C. 
Retau— Wishart and Co,, 41, Haymarket, or of axy 
respectable dealer, 


ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No. 17, King William Street, Charing O:oss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years. Prospectus gwutis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—ROBERT 
P. HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties. 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans, Distance no ob- 
ject, - Hasy repayments, and no geunine applica- 
ion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank to 
carry outall arrangements, 








ALMON 
NISHING, 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, from 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


VADERS, 

Fishing 

— Stockings 

ishing 
Brogies 

Fishing 

Boots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


FISHING 
GOATS, 











_ 


~D 





The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 








and C0O.’S 
Only Address, Corner of 


Air Street 


19, PICCADILLY. 


9] GouT 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 


WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler's Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD, 
“ The best in the West of England. 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting. 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
eluding (table d’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors, 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest. Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng< 

land for winter fishing 


Devonshire Rivers. 


Drees FLIES (GOOD in 

ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen, 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackte of all kinds, The Deven 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, ana 
every other requisite——Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. 


ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
on a beautiful stretch of the Tay, and 
TROUT FISHING on Loch-na-Craig, both 
with use of Boat Free. 


ALEXANDER NICOL, 
Lessee. 


DULVERTON. 
EXE AND BARLE FISHING, 


Superior PRIVATE APARTMENTS, with 
or without Board, on moderate terms, at 
Melton House, Dulverton. 


W. BABB, Proprietor. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON 


(ENGLISH SWITZERLAND), 


LYNDALE HOTEL. 


First-class for Families and Tourists ; 
close to the sea, standing in its own pic- 
turesque grounds of 40 acres. Also the 
right of Fishing over 20 miles of the 
best Trout and Salmon Streams in the 
North of Devon, commencing outside the 
Hotel, to the Doones of Badgeworthy. 
Charges strictly moderate. 


Write for Tariff, &o. 
BLAIR’S GOUT OR RHEUMATISM, 
v 


The excruciating pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele- 
brated Medicine, 

Sold by all Chemists at 
1s, 14d, and 2s. 9d, per box, 





PILLS. 





‘ 
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FISHING ACCOMMODATION 


AT THE LION HOTEL, 
DULVERTON ; 
AND WHITE HORSE INN, EXFORD, 
SOMERSET. e 
Parties staying, at either of these 
Hotels may have Free Tickets to fish 
in Rivers Barle and Exe. Saddle 
HWorses and Carriages supplied at 
moderate charges. 
Apply to the ProprirTor, 


W. KING, Dulverton. 


Dulverton, Somerset. 
LAMB HOTEL. 


16 miles of FREE FISHING, to persons 
staying at this Hotel, in the Barle and 
Exe. Free Tickets issued for the Barle 
Fishing Association Water, and for about 
four miles of the Exe preserved by private 
landowners.—J. H. TARR, Proprietor. 


TROUT OVA & FRY. 


SEASON 1884-5. 
. Orders booked at the following low rates :— 
OVA SALMO FARIO........ 20s. to 80s, per 1000 
LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. 


” ” 


< *. FONTINALIS do. ,, do. ,, 

FRY SALMO FARIO **:"': 80s. ,, 408. 
4 »  LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. 
i FONTINALIS do. ,, do 


YEARLINGS £2 per 100, £15’ per 1,000, 
Hatching Apparatus and Fishing 
Tackle of all kinds supplied. 
THE “MARSTON” FLY-ROD, 17s. 6d. 
and 21s, 

BEST TROUT FLIES, 2s. per doz. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out, 
ADDRESS : 


THOMAS FORD, 
MANOR FISHERY 
Caistor, Lincolnshire, 


“ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 180 different flies with way 
of manufacture and seasons of use, 
N.B.—Certain kinds of Coarse Fish supplied. 


Trout and Grayling Fry 


WILL BE READY FOR DELIVERY 
IN MAY. 





Application to be made to 
Hon. Sec., PEAK Forust ANGLING CLUB, 
SELWOOD, ROTHERHAM. 


eee 
J. BERNARD AND SON, 


Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 

Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order 

Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACE, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE, 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 


“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb, trout, a 2lb, 
tench, a 21b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.’—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.— Gut, 3 yards, 3d., 4d., and 6d. each 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to 1s, 9d., twisted do. 
1s. 6d. each ; Hair,3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Line, 25 yards, Is., 1s. 3d., and 1s. 6d, ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard ; Good. 
Gut, 12in., 1s. per hank, about 100 strips, I4in.,, 
1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s, 6d.; 12in., 3s. 6d.; 
l4in., 4s. 6d. ; 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Eel hooks, 6d, 100, Kendal 
Hooks, 1s. 100. 

FLIES.—Best Trout, 11d. doz., on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d. doz. ; chub flies, 14d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, ls. each; gimp do., 10d. 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, Is., rung, ls. 8d., rung, 
winch fittings, ls. 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., lls. 6d.,and15s, 6d, The 
** Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d. and 21s. 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2hin., 3s. 6d. ; 3in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 2din., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d. ; 35in., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s.6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 8d. Full-sized leather 
fly books, from ls. 38d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTH Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14 yards, 1s. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTH, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., ls. 9d. each; post free, 2s, Seenotice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885, 

Postage extra on all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, §.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station, 





KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “ARIEL,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets. 6d. and 1s. each; by post. 

8and16 Stamps. 


King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to avoid 
imitations of this Bait, as it isa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,’ by which they 
entrap the unwary. 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” but itis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article, 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each ; 
AND BY 
Wim. KING, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, BE. 

Wholesale by ALLCOcK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barla Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 3} miles, from Dulver- 
ton-bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets: 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s.; Season, 
10s. 6d. An additional 10s, 6d. for Salmon Fishing. 
Tickets can be obtained at “Lion and Lamb 
Hotels.” Good Hotels and Private Lodgings. 
Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and Larle,— 
Further information of 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec., 
DULVERTON. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 

Tue Forest and StreAM hasa very extensive circula- 
tien among gentlemen the world over It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantiy growing in interest and value’ Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 





The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 
Game Bag*and Gun The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forrest snp STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrest anp Srreim PuBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 


Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Samrson Low, Marston, Srarcr, and Rivinoten, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
~who can supply specimen copies. 


Freeman's Chlorodyne, 


THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY TRUE. 


a T IS THE GREAT- 
EST MEDICAL DIS- 
mosCOVERY OF THE PRESENT 
CENTURY, and is regarded as 
a boon to mankind, 
Be) a It is the best known remedy 
for Coughs, Consumption, 
Whooping Cough, Bronchitis 
and Asthma. 

It effectually checks and arrests those too often 
fatal effects of Diseases, Diphtheria, Diabetes 
Fever, Croup, Ague, &c. 

It acts like a charm in Diarrhoea, and is the only 
known Specific in Cholera and Dysentery. 

It effectually cuts short all attacks of Epilepsy, 
Hysteria, Palpitation, Convulsions and Spasms, 

It is the only palliative in Rheumatism, Gout, 
Cancer, Toothache, Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lumbago, 













“TRADE MARK 


Ce 

It rapidly relieves pain, from whatever cause, 
allays the irritation of TFever, soothes and 
strengthens the system under exhausting diseases, 
restores the deranged functions, stimulates healthy 
action of the secretions of the body, and gives quiet 
and refreshing sleep, and marvellously prolongs life, 

It may be taken by old and young at all hours 
and times, according to the directions. 

It is extensively used by Medical Men in their 
official and private practice at home and abroad, 
who have given numerous written testimonials of 
its wonderful efficacy. 

Sold by Chemists and Patent Medicine Dealers all 
over the world in bottles, 1s. 1}d., 20z. 2s. 9d., 4oz. 
4s, 6d., half-pints 11s., and pints 20s. each, and by the 
Inventor, RICHARD FREEMAN, 70, Kennington 
Park-road, London, 8.E.. Free by Post. 

Purchasers are CAUTIONED not to have palmed 
upon them any substitute. See that the Trade 
Mark, “THE ELEPHANT,” is on the wrapper, &c., 
and the words “FREEMAN’S ORIGINAL CHLORO- 
DYNE” are engraved on the Government Stamp— 
which is the only TRUE CHLORODYNE. 


New Publication, Interesting and Valuable, 
containing 
A RECORD OF FACTS, PRINCIPLES, AND DIS- 
COVERIES RELATING TO THE IMPROVE- 
MENT AND PRESERVATION OF HUMAN 
LIFE ON EARTH. 
Everyone should read “ EARTH LIFE,” and we 
will send a copy free to every reader of FISHING 
GAZETTE on receipt of stamp and address, 


G. M. MURRAY & CO., 
33, CASTLE STREET, HOLBORN, LONDON, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GooD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 


RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 
Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


Toy “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 
E 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
ranted perfect action and finish, 4s. .5s. ,6s.,7s.,and 
8s. each, 

Superior finished Salmon Rods, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s. ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Superior finished Greenheart My, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s, 6d.,93., and 10s. each. 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm Fishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s. 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits, from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s, to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackie at the very cheapest 
rate. 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address, 


YEARLING TOUT AND FRY, 
SEASON, 1885. 


Yearling Trout from large Game Fish, 
£15 per 1,000, £2 per 100. Fry of Kennet 
Trout, Salmo Ferox, and Salmo Fario, £2 
per 1,000. Yearling Trout to be delivered 
April and May. 


W. T. SILK, Burghley Park, Stamford. 


THE USK. 


ForSalmon and Trout Fishing. Acknowledged 
Premicr River in England. 

Anglers contemplating a visit to this far-famed 
stream, and who may be desirous of obtaining 
genuine information as to “Fishing Locality, 
Quarters, &c.. should address letters to 

JAMES WILLIAMS, 
No. 2, CASTLE PARADE, USK. 

J. W. supplies Fishing Trousers, Stockings, 
Special Made Brogues, Salmon Baits, Reels, Lines, 
and other accessories required by the angler. None 
but the best of goods at reasonable prices for cash. 

Patronised by all the leading sportsmen and ex- 
pert anglers of the day. 

The only true and correct pattern Coracle, or 
Ancient Fishing:Boat of the Britons, made on the 
spot and supplied. 

NOTE THE ADDRESS. 


Wonderful Medicine. 





























BEECHAM’S PILLS 
Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for  bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 


wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache,  giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
eold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
and all nervous and 





sleep, frightful dreams, 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands ofcase». Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, aud they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
epen all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them. 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAWM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health, J 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like “ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe. These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, «&c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BEECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed. . 

CAUTION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BEEKCHAM’S PILLS, St, Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T. Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at Is, 14d. and 2s, 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 36 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom, 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, - 





BAMBRIDGE’S NEW CAST-DAMPER BOX 


See FISHING GAZETTE, January 10th, 
1885, which says :—‘ Fly-fishers will find 
this Cast-Damper Boxa boon.”—Price, post 
free, 1s. 8d. each, of B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 
“The Thames Trout,” Eton-on-Thames. 





“Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being allit pretends 

be.’—FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight,7 to 80z, 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 8d., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra. 

Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 3 
joints, price 9s. 6d. 

l yard gut cast, 1s. 3d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s, 5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. 
per dozen. 

Finesé drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100 ; 2s. per 50; and 7d. per dozen , 

Trout gut, 9d., 1s. 4d. and 1s, 10d.; Salmon, 5s, 
per 100. 

H. BOOTH, 18, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 





SHow Rooms :— 
149, Lirr 871, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANOH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


JAMES OGDEN 


FLY-TYING. 


“ This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and fish catching.” 
—TIIsHING GAZETTE, 





Can be had, post free, by sending 2s. 6d. in stampsto 
SAMPSON LOW and CO.,, 
188, Fleet Street, London, 


FLIES. 


DEVON BLUE UPRIGHTS kill throughout the 
season, and in almost all waters (try them). Post 
Free, 1s. 6d. per dozen. 


C. W. NELDER, 


Carnarvon Arms Angling Quarters, 


DULVERTON STATION, 


THE EXGELSIOR GR 
DEVON SALMON SPINNER 


Has taken more Salmon from the Trent last Season 
than any other bait ever known. One fisherman 
took no less than seventeen. The colour oa the 
spinners is most suitable for the fish. Price, with 
twisted gut trace and lead, 2s. 6d, each ; trout size, 
2s.each. Price list, post free. 


THE DERBY PATENT 


LIVE-BAIT HARNESS 


ls. 6d. each, Post Free. 


W. A. MARTIN, 


8, LONDON ROAD, DERBY. 


Que ania iee oe for Dry Feet and Boot 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 
men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardeners, 
and Ladies, 


Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, in 
boxes 6d, and Is. each, 


Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE 
Company, Limited, London, 
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HOW. TO. traded: NE ORM ATION | 


ABOUT ANGLING PLACES. _ 





Gugland. 


“ALNWICK 


AND 
North Northumberland. 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Alnwick and County Gazet'e,” 

which is the only paper in this District, and has a 
large circulation. 


ALTON 
(Hampshire). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Alton and Petersfield Observer.” 


AMBLESIDE AND 
LAKE DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the Lake District 
should advertise in the 


“ Ambleside Herald, Lakes News, and 
Visitors’ List,” 


Also “Bowness Herald,” &c. 


ARUNDEL 


(Sussex). 

Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District, or inany 
other part of Sussex, Surrey, or Hampshire, should 
advertise in the 

“West Sussex Gazette,” 
Published on Thursdays, which has a circulation in 
the above Counties of over 33,000. For price of 
Advertisements, apply to the Proprietors, Messrs, 
MITCHELL and Co., Arundel. 


BARNSTAPLE 


(North Devon). 
Gentlemen who want particulars about FISHING 




















WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should. 


advertise in “ THE NORTH DEVON HERALD.” 
Published Bi-Weekly : Hvery Thursday Morning, 
price One Penny, eight pages, forty-eight columns, 
Times size ; every Monday Afternoon, price One 
Halfpenny. ‘‘THE HERALD” is at once the 
Cheap and Popular Local and County Journal, and 
has by far the Largest Circulation of any Paper 
published in North Devon. Advertisements must 
reach the Head Offices, 106, High-street, Barnstaple, 
on Monday Mornings and Wednesday Evenings. 


BARNSTAPLE 
NORTH DEVON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the District should 
advertise in the 

“North Devon Journal.” 
(Established 1824.) 


BATH. 


Anglers requiring QUARTERS in Bath or 
neighbourhood should advertise in the 


“Bath Argus.’ 


THE OLDEST AND LARGEST DAILY PAPER 
IN THE COUNTY, 
And largest 1d, Paper in the West of England. 
Enquiries as to the best Waters and how to fish 
them will be gladiy inserted FREE in Zhe Bath 
Argus. 











BATH. 


Genblemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
W-S&BERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Bath J ournal.” 





BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARPERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Bath and Cheltenham Gazette.” 


MARTIN WOOD, Proprietor, 12, Old Bond- 
street, Bath. 


BATH & CHIPPEN- 
HAM. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


Bath Herald, North Wiltsand Somer- 
set Guardian.” 


Published daily ; Weekly Ddition, Saturday ; 
Visitors’ List, Thursday. Prepaid Advertisements : 
18 words once, 6d. ; Six times, 1s. 6d. Offices :— 
Nortn Gate, Bath, and High-street, Chippenham, 





BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district should 
advertise in the 


“Bath Chronicle,” 


the leading newspaper of the district. Published 
daily. Advertisements received up to Wednesdays 
for the large weekly edition, price 23d. 


BERWICK-ON- 
TWHED. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

* Berwick Journal,” &c., or in 
“Berwickshire News.” 
Offices : 25, High-street, Berwick, and Market- 
place, Duns, Berwickshire. 


BIDEFORD. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and LODGINGS inthis and the Torring- 
ton district should advertise in the 








“ Western Express,” 


Published every Tuesday and Saturday. 


BLANDFORD 


(Dorset). 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





“Blandford Express.” 


BOGNOR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 





“ Bognor Observer.” 


BOSTON 


(Lincolnshire). 





Anglers wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“Boston Guardian,” &c. 


BRIGHTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Brighton Standard.” 
(Fashionable Visitors’ List.) 

Established 1865. Published every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, price 2d. 

35, Hast-street, Brighton. 


BRIGHTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 
“Brighton Guardian and Sussex and 

Southern Counties General 
Advertiser.” 
34, North-street, Brighton. 


BRISTOL and BATH. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Bristol Mercury and Daily Post,” 
Prepaid rates for which are 20 words for 6d. 
Office : 35, Broad-street, Bristol. 


BRISTOL. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Daily Bristol Times and Mirror.” 


Offices : New Post-Office-road, Small-street, 
Bristol ; and 150, Fleet-street, London. T. D. 
TAYLOR, SON, and HAWKINS Proprietors. 


CLIFTON. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 

“ Clifton Chronicle.” 

The charge for advertisements of this class is 20 
words for 6d. and 3d. for every additional 10 words, 
prepaid. 
Advertisements 

















received for the FISHING 
GAZETTE. 

Proprietors: KE. AUSTIN and SON. Offices: 

8, Rodney-place, and Regent- Bese. Clifton ; and 


18, Small-street, Bristol. 


‘HAMPSHIRE. 


Gentlemen contemplating a visit to The Anton, 
The Test, the Houghton Waters, or other Rivers 
in the neighbourhood of Andover, Stockbridge, 
Whitchurch, Chilbolton, &c., and wanting parti- 
cuwlars about FISHING WATERS and QUARTERS 
in North Hants, should advertise in the 

“ Andover Advertiser,” 
(Published every Friday at Andover), which has 
the largest circulation in the neighbourhood of 
hese celebrated trout streams. 


The BX#, the BARLE, 
The CULM. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING in 
either of these Devonshire Streams should adver- 
tise in the 
“Tiverton Gazette and East Devon 

Herald.” 

Prepaid Advertisements, 20 Words for 1s.— 
Address, GREGORY and SON, Gazetle, Tiverton, 
Devon. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 


“Boston Independent and Lincolashire 
Advertiser.” 


Advertisements (24 words, ls. ; excess in propor- 
tion) should be sent to Boston Independent, Boston. 


MARLOW. 


Gent'emen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS jn this District should 
advertise in the 

“Bucks Herald.” 


5, Walton-street, Aylesbury. Prepaid advertise- 
ments : 20 words, Is. ; 28, 1s. 6d.; 86, 2s, Three 
insertions, 2s. 6d,, 4s., and 5s. 


SOMERSET. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 
ADVERTISEMENTS are inserted once in each 
of the undermentioned Newspapers at the charge 
of ONE SHILLING for the first line and SIX- 
PENCH each additional line, for the whole seven 
publications, 
Prepayment must be made in all cases in which 
the charge is less than 8s. A line contains eight 
words on an average. 
1—*The Somerset County Gazette,” 
published at Taunton on Saturdays. Twelve 
pages—the largest paper in the West of 
England. Price 3d. Hstablished 1836. 

2—“The Somerset County Gazette,” 
1d. Edition, on Thursdays and Saturdays. 

3.—“ Western News,” published at Taunton. 

4.—“ Bridgwater Mercury,” published at 
Bridgwater. 

5.—“ Devon and Somerset Weekly News,” 
published at Tiverton and Wellington, 

6.—“ Western Advertiser,” published at 
Yeovil. 

—“Chard, Ilmiaster and Axminster 

Aeeely, Advertiser,” published at 
shard, 

Orders are received at the Somerset County 
Gazette Office, Taunton; the Bridgwater Mercury 
Office, Bridgwater; the Weekly News Office, 
Tiverton; and the Western Advertiser Office, 
Yeovil. 

Advertsements inserted in these papers are 
brought before the public every day. 


SURREY 
MIRROR, 


REDHILL, 


Every 
Saturday. 


1d. 


Largest & Best 
SURREY PAPER. 


TOTNES. 


“THE WESTERN GUARDIAN.” 
Head Offices Totnes, Devon. 

Special Editions for Brixham, Dartmouth, Daw- 
lish, Kingsbridge, Newton, Paignton, and Teign - 
mouth. Advertisements appear in all EIGHT 
editions for ONE charge. These papers circulate 
largely in the valleys of the Dart, Teign, and 
Avon, which, with their tributary moorland 
streams, afford excellent sport to followers of the 
“gentle craft.’ They are, therefore, admirably 
adapted for advertisers de aling i in the requirements 
of anglers, and for gentlemen desiring information 
about fishing or quarters. Terms on application to 
Proprietors, T. and A. Mortimore. 


USK. 


Gentlemen requiring particulars as to FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district should 
advertise and refer to the 
“County Observer and Monmouthshire 

Advertiser.” 


Gaales., 
ABERGAVENNY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this district should 
advertise in, and refer to, the 

“ Abergavenny Chronicle.” 


























HAVERFORDWEST. 


Gentlemen wantmg particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in the exceHent Fishing 
District of Haverfordwest should advertise in the 

“Haverfordwest Telegraph.” 

All letters addressed to the Editor will receiv® 
prompt attention 

Haverford wet 
March 2nd. 


Trout Fishing 


Scotland. 


AYRSHIRE 
AND GALLOWAY. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in these Districts 
should advertise in the 


“Ayr Anvertiser* or, West Country 
and Galloway Journal.” 


Published in Ayr every Thursday. 
GEMMELL and SON, Proprietors. 


ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen desiring information re- 
garding 


FISHING 


commences 














T. M. 





WATERS 
QUARTERS 


IN 


ABERDEENSHIRE AND THE NORTH 
OF SCOTLAND 
= ought to 


ADVERTISE IN THE 


‘“ Aberdeen Journal,” 
The Leading Morning N: ewspaper. 


AND 


The JOURNAL is read in every Country 
House or Hotel ; is sold at all Railway — 
Stations, and has a Larger and More 
Influential Circulation than any other 
Daily Newspaper North of Glasgow. 


ABERDEEN. 


Gentlemen wishing particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS should advertise in the 
“Northern Advertiser,” 


the best medium for Advertisements in the North 
East of Scotland. 

Published every Tuesday and Friday by JOHN 
AVERY and CO., Limited. 


AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Ayrshire Post.” 
53, Newmarket-street, Ayr, N.B. 


AYR. 


Gentlemen wanting information about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“Ayr Observerand Galloway 
hronicle.” 


JAMES M. FERGUSON, Publisher, Observer 
Buildings, Ayr. 


BLAIRGOWRIE. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars of FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in Hast Perthshire or 
West Forfarshire—a district where there are many 
Rivers and Lochs—should advertise in the 

“Blairgowrie Advertiser.” 


Published every Saturday. Large and influential 
circulation. Terms moderate. 
Head Office : Reform-street, Blairgowrie, 


CASTLE DOUGLAS. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in this District should 
advertise in the 


“ Kirkoudbrightshire Advertiser and 
Galloway News.” : 
Castle Douglas, N.B. 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE 
and Galloway. 


Gentlemen wanting particulars about FISHING 
WATERS and QUARTERS in Dnmfries-shire, 
Kirkeudbrightshire, or Wigtownshire, should 
advertise in the 


“Dumfries and Galloway Courier and 
_ Herald.” 




















Published Wednesdays and Saturdays. | 
Offices ; 8, Queen-street, Dumfries, N.B, 
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DUCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


248, ner Gall, | sna caries Para. | 498, per Dozen. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE, OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 






























smallest sum he can afford to send will not be acceptable—even a few 
pence will keep hunger away from a whole family for a day. 
6 %* *% *® * % 


Contributions, in stamps or postal orders, can be sent to 
The Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
12, Fetter-lane, London. 


They should be marked, “ For the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund,” and 
will be acknowledged as the donors direct. 






















ities. ee ae: List OF CONTRIBUTIONS, £1 sad. 

; ‘ Des e Most Hon. the Marquis of Exeter, donation Bi ae: one De diy.0 

14, St. Dunstan N) Hill, London, ¥.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) Do. do. ” annual subscription for 1885 010 0 

: “ J. Mann, Esq., annual subscription * oA Kes f 1 a, 

* FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! ROR aa CR teeeais bbiRia AO ano 

Edward Hamilton, Esq., M.D. - il DoeMtt, 

T0 A g 2 M. B. iy ei O 

N LERS, y Vi iS KY A. Jardine, Esq. “ 010 6 

The best Preven- L 9 ae ee of Kingston 010 6 

tse of Cold / . red Nuthall, Hsq. rf ae Prd S10 niet thd vane OFTON 16 
arta SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely (Mr. Nuthall also says, “ For the future you can put me down as an 

a. ‘ FREE from FUSE. OIL. aie annual subscriber.”) 

y Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all E. V. Pere ie rate ti ‘ i . 

Wine Merchants and Retailers. ; Mrs. KH. Marston 3 aa 

os Mrs. R. B. Marston 5 1 Hy 40 


SOLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
TI, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


ANGLERS PREPARE |! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON ‘BY A. TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 


Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 
4 eaters 
it eS (i Co i gO gs OS ee SO 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETYTR, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 

. panied with a stamped addressed envelope. s 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of goqd faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 








OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


RespectinG the River Thames Bill (second and revised edition), Mr. H. 
Allnutt, Secretary of the National Footpath Preservation Society, writes to us 
as follows, and his remarks deserve careful attention : “The most objectionable 
clause in Bill No. 1 has been altered, and refers now only to house-boats, and not 
to all boats, being prohibited from anchoring within 200 yards of any dwelling- 
house. In my opinion, Clause 2 should include mill-heads and mill-tails ; also 
cuts for navigation purposes, such as that leading to Cookham Pound Loch, 
which my father and I surveyed many years back. Clause 4 is objectionable, 
as it will enable the Conservancy Board to stop punt-fishing. Clause 8 requires 
all boats to be registered ; and in Clause 12 we see that beyond the fee of one 
shilling annually the Conservancy Board may charge an additional fee of not 
more than Ten Pounds for every license issued for the first time to any boat or 
vessel, and for every renewal thereof. This Clause will enable the Conser- 
vancy Board to put an end to boating on the river, for what man letting out 
boats on hire could afford to pay a licensing fee in any way approaching £10? 
But above and far beyond all other considerations, an Act of Parliament on 
the river Thames will be worthless to the public unless the right of fishing with 
rod and line is not clearly stated. I can assert that in former times this public 
right was never questioned. My grandfather, Mr. Henry Allnutt, solicitor at 
Great Marlow, was the first clerk the old Thames Navigation Commissioners 
had, and he was instrumental in drawing up the old Acts of Parliament on the 
subject. My father, Mr. Zachary Allnutt, Solicitor, of Henley-on-Thames, 
was first Surveyor and afterwards Receiver-General of the tolls, and, conse- 
quently, I can speak with some authority in the matter.” 











st 
wt 


As-Mr. Allnutt observes, the Bill still “wants watching.” This matter is 
ably referred to in the report of the Richmond Piscatorial Society. 
%* * ES * * 


This time last year we said it was unfair of Thames professionals to fish for 
Thames trout by themselves ; this year we hear the strongest complaints from 
anglers. Lumsden, according to his own report, was out by himself on the 
1st, and left his flight in a fine trout; he was complained about last year. 
How can a man expect to get customers to go in for such an expensive luxury 
as Thames trouting when they know that he, always on the spot, goes for every 
fish he sees feed ? Then there is J. Stevens, of Teddington, takes a patron to 
the weir, lets him amuse himself with a live-bait in some bit of back water, 
while he, the professional, spins the whole of the weir backwards and forwards. 
In this way, last Monday, Stevens caught, played, and landed a trout of 8b. 
weight ; he certainly had a gentleman with him, but he did not even give the 
rod to the angler to hold. We have the fullest confidence in the correspondent 
who sends us these particulars, and quite agree with his concluding remarks— 
viz., “ The Thames Conservancy would do well not to let professionals use the 
weirs to kill fish themselves.” 

* a 
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Why should anglers support the T.A.P.S. and other preservation societies, 
and pay for stocking and preserving the river, if the very cream of Thames 
fishing is to be skimmed by the professionals ? We know several anglers who 
say they shall throw it up in disgust ; but this would not be fair to those pro- 
fessionals—and there are many of them—who, however much they may likea bit 
of sport themselves, recognise that as long as they remain professionals they 
should let anglers’ interests be first, as the best way to preserve their own in the 
long run. 





* % % x * 


From his letter in our columns it will be seen that Mr. Alan Bagot is told by 
his medical advisers that he must give up his connection with the Trent 
Fishery Board. We regret very much both the reason of his retirement and 
the retirement itself, and all those who know the deep interest Mr. Bagot has 
for many years taken in the arduous work connected with the Trent Board 
will feel that it will indeed be a difficult matter to find anyone to fill his 
place. 


THE “FISHING GAZETTE” FUND IN AID OF THE 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
KNOWING the good which the Anglers’ Benevolent Society has done, 
and also the distressing cases which the Committee are unable to 
consider, or at most only partially to relieve, for want of adequate 
funds, we have decided to start a FISHING GAZETTE Fund in aid of 
the above Society, and feel confident of being able to raise a 
good sum. 

For the information of those who are not acquainted with this 
Benevolent Society, we may point out that it exists for the purpose 
of affording relief, in a quiet, unostentatious way, to the widows and 
orphans of poor anglers ; also to give assistance to anglers who, through 
accident or sickness, are in distressed circumstances. The names of 
the gentlemen who form the committee of the Society are a guarantee 
of its genuineness ; in fact, it is only necessary to mention that Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, the universally esteemed and respected President 
of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, is also the President of 
the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, to inspire confidence in it. 

* i % * % xe 


Donations from anglers of all classes are solicited, and will be 
fully acknowledged in our columns. No one need fear that the 


* * * * * 


Loch Tay has been yielding good sport. Mr. Law, of Edinburgh, took six 
salmon in one day of the following weights: 12, 19, 20, 21, 23, and 27Ib. ; 
and Mrs. Law had one of 18 and one of 20lb. The loch is reported to be full 
of fish. 

* * i a * 

Salmon fishing in the Taw and Torridge, N. Devon, commenced on the Ist, 
and some fish, including one over 201b., have been taken. 
* * * * * 

Mr.:Wm. Thomas, fishing with Milbourne, got a trout of nearly 8lb., on 
Monday, and a smaller one, 
* * x * * 

Mr. George Mason, 417, King’s-road, Chelsea, 8.W., sends us some savoury 
meat lozenges, which we can strongly recommend to anglers. They provide a 
portable nourishment in a most convenient form, You simply put a few in 
your pocket, and then if, as generally happens, you find you have eaten your 
sandwiches, are getting very hungry, and are miles from dinner, one or two of 
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these lozenges will keep you going very comf ortably ; in fact, we know one 
angler who dispenses with sandwiches entirely, and takes a dozen of these 
lozenges in a matchbox. He declares each lozenge contains the concentrated 


essence of thirteen sheep ! 
* 3 * * * 


Can it be true that a new member of one of the associations between Brecon 
and Newport, with an attendant who was once a river-keeper, caught a couple 
of kelts the other day, which were not returned to the water, but carefully 
packed up ? 


Mr. Francis George Heath has done more than any other writer to create an 
interest in, and give information about, ferns. Fern collecting and fern 
growing are very interesting pursuits, and it certainly gives angling another 
charm when you do a little fern-hunting at the same time. The angler has 
such splendid opportunities as he wades among the stickles and waterfalls of 
hill country for collecting ferns—he only want the roots—and can so easily 
carry them in his creel, that the only wonder anglers do not oftener please 
their wives, mothers, sisters, &c., by taking home ferns for the garden and con- 
servatory. Mr. Heath has made the identification of all our British ferns per- 
fectly easy by publishing, through the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, asplendidfern portfolio, with life-size and exactly life-like representations 
of all the ferns, and brief descriptions. The price of this handsome drawing- 
room book is only eight shillings, and we have much pleasure in calling 
attention to it as a charming present. 

* * 





* * oe 


Mr. Turnbull, Fishing-tackle Maker, 68, Princes-street, Edinburgh, informs 
us that anglers have frequently asked him to devise some handy plan for earry- 
ing gut casts with flies attached ready for use at a moment’s notice, and to 
meet this want he has brought out an excellent and simple—unless a thing of 
this kind is simple it cannot be excellent—cast holder. It consists of a strip 
of vegetable parchment, 2ft. long and 4in. wide, folded into half-a-dozen 
squares (each 4in. by 4in.). Each square has a lozenge-shaped bit of flannel 
stuck on one side of it, and a guard to hold the collar down, The whole folds 
up into a neat cloth case. It is really a useful little affair. The gut casts, with 
fancy lake and ordinary trout flies which Mr. Turnbull sends with it, would do 
any maker credit. We would suggest to Mr. T. the use of thin waterproof 
cloth for the case ; but many anglers will prefer to dispense with the case and 
glue one end of the parchment into their fly-books. 


Mr. G. C. Crofts, Chairman of the Staveley (Chesterfield) Angling Society, 
writes to us: “TI have had the Fisuinc GAzETTE many years, and look for its 
weekly arrival eagerly, as the descriptions, wrinkles, &c., &c., are most interest- 


ing. We have had a fishing club here for some years now. I inclose you our 
rules. We got hatching apparatus and eggs from Mr. Armistead in 1883, and 


have another lot just now hatched.” It is a very healthy sign to see so many 
provincial angling clubs breeding fish to stock their waters with. We hope the 
Stanley Anglers will ‘“‘go on and prosper.” 
pe k sk ok * 
Mr. James Macnee, of Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B., writes: “ As you may be 
going out for a day or two soon, I send you some pike-scale flies, in case your 
day may be clear and calm. I had two hours to-day (March 28) dead calm, 
and not acloud. JI killed nearly every fish I saw rise, and got.smashed with a 
big fellow. I often forget I am using drawn gut. The fly I killed with was a 
new pattern—black rat fur body, black hackle, and black tip ; I have christened 
it ‘Osman Digna.’ I hope you will like this and the other samples sent.” We 
like the look of “Osman Digna” very much indeed ; the other patterns are all 
good—blue, yellow, and light duns, hare’s ear, &c.—and very nicely tied on 
capital hooks and fine-stained gut. It isa curious fact, as we have found from 
experience, that these little pike-scale flies kill best when the trout are rising 
in perfectly clear, still pools in bright weather, and in this respect they are 
certainly superior to ordinary flies. When dry the scale wings are hard and 
stiff ; but the water renders them beautifully soft and pliant. Weshould think 
that the “angler’s curse ”—that small black midge, with wings folded one over 
the other flat on the insect’s back, and shiny black body—could be excellently 
initated by Mr. Macnee. 


“ We have,” says Mr. Macnee, “ formed an angling club here, embracing the 
Loch Tummel and Loch Rannoch district.” We wish Mr. Macnee would send 
us a short description of how best to fish these fine lakes, best times, flies, &c. 

4 * * * * 

A correspondent at Basingstoke, in answer to our inquiry, says: “ There is 
some capital fishing in the canal, which is quite free for about thirty miles. 
Last year I caught perch up to 1{Ib., tench up to 23lb. The roach run from 
zlib. to Ib. Ihave no doubt if the canal was properly preserved, and that 
wretched netting puta stop to, it would yield capital sport. There is one 
peculiarity about this water: when it gets of a greenish colour no fish will bite. 
Ishall be glad to give any further information, if you require it.” 


Why do not the London and Portsmouth angling associations combine to pre- 
serve this free water, and stop the poaching it is now subjected to ? 
* * * * * 


Two anglers from Leith caught 14lb. of good yellow trout in the Whitadder 
last week. 
d * * *k * * 

How is it such a fine stream as the Tweed can be poached with impunity ? 
The otiier day nineteen foul salmon consigned to England from this river were 
seized at Hawick ; another lot consigned from Kelso was seized at St. Bos- 
well’s, Good Americans are said to go to Paris when they die, and we believe 
the majority of these dead kelts go to the same place. 

* * * * * 

Sea-fishing for bass is capital sport, and one of the best baits we know is 
Ashton’s No. 3 Spinner, It should be ordered without steel split rings, and 
with brass swivels, and can be had, post free, for 1s. 11d. of T. C. Ashton, 
192, Brunswick-road, Sheffield. It is also an excellent pike bait, 

# * a * * 


Mr. John Tweddle, of Choppington, sends us a cutting from a copy of 
Bell’s Life in London, published in May, 1845. It contains a long and very 
interesting article by “‘ Ephemera” (Fitzgibbon), on the various dressings of 
the May fly, Ephemera vulgata. We hope to find room for some extracts from 
it before the May fly season comes on. 


Ss 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADY'.) 








ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 22. 
By Mr. Geo. M. Kegon. 


8, 9, 10.—Usk PATTERNS (Continued ). 

WE are gradually approaching the final and more interesting part of 
our handicraft—namely, the all-important business of building up 
wings. Now, to avoid the use of a superabundance of silk—to 
prevent pieces of feathers floundering about beneath, or strips 
hanging too much over the sides of the hook—to maintain freedom 
and an even shape, at the same time insuring sufficient security 
without burdening the heed by tying unnecessary knots, involves 
patient attention and hard work ; and it is also my opinion that we 
cannot too carefully consider all these important points. However, i 
we must not get too far ahead before completing our remarks upon 

the leading fibrous specialities for this part of the fly. We have 
already alluded to the variety of Pheasants and Turkeys, and said a 

few words of the Mallard—better known, perhaps, as “ the common 
Duck.” There is, of course,some little ground for that grim general 
discontent amongst fly-dressers, signs of which are everywhere rife 
the moment ‘“ Mallard’s turn comes.” But there is no necessity for 
our endeavours to be baffled, provided there isa little patience mixed 
with effort. In spite of the extreme delicacy and narrowness of the 
blade of these fine fibres, taking also those of the Teal, Widgeon, and 
Summer Duck, you will, by cautious and methodical means, soon 
make progress, and become familiar with them all. There are two 
sorts of “ Mallard,” the tame and the wild ; the former being but the 
same species, only slightly altered by domestication. 

Amongst the many coloured male wild Ducks, there is a goodly 
proportion of that distinctive kind which anglers prize, all of which 
are similar in appearance. But the Drakes, or tame ones, vary 
considerably in their plumage ; yet a great many of them hold the 
brown, mottled, flank feather, which fly-dressers understand is to be 
used when “ Mallard,” and no further explanation is given in the 
directions. 

When you see “Grey Mallard” mentioned, it is customary— | 
although a very bad plan, I think—to use strips or strands from any 
of the Duck or Widgeon tribe ; but that general and incorrect mode 
of description always confuses and misleads beginners. 

“Teal,” “ Pintail,” ‘‘ Widgeon,” and “ Grey Mallard ” should always 
be written thus, however much experienced dressers understand 
it all and select, as they usually do, one or another of the three 
former for gaudy flies. Supplemental patches of teal for “Grey 
Mallard” make a very quiet, sombre fly quite another thing—make 
it, in fact, rather showy in the water ; and surely it is impossible for 
inexperienced fly-tiers to realise these peculiarities. 

If anglers require their orders executed properly, I submit they 
should not fail to furnish sufficient information, as it would be 
holding out false hopes to expect that ideal perfection is attainable 
on the part of the dresser, in the absence of clearly-written instruc- 
tions ? 

The Widgeon supplies us with splendid grey feathers, though they 
are not so delineated as those of the Teal or Pintail ; but its hackles, I 
fancy, are the best of the lot. It is, however, unfortunate that this 
bird declines to breed in confinement ; still, we are aware it is easily 
domesticated. om 

The Teal is the smallest of this family, yet is more appreciated 
than the others for our especial feather. It is unnecessary to refer 
to the amazing variety of Ducks; but the Brazilian breed may be 
mentioned, as it provides us with the best black feathers for wings, 
It is one of the largest of this species, and I have, on one occasion, 
seen it quite the size of a goose. ‘ 

I do not class the noted American Wood Duck here (generally 
written “ Summer or Canadian Duck ”) ; we all know the exceptional 
value of those barred feathers, and nobody would use the grey part 
for “ Grey Mallard,” as there is a tinge of brown about it. 

The fly which I illustrate this week is called 


ee ee 








THE TIPPET GRUB. 


Every fisherman who examines and compares this kind with the 
winged division will, I venture to say, be instinctively conscious that 
there is a stronger element of reality about the whole of them, 
particularly if they agree with me that salmon are fond of the 
natural caterpillars. 

Another point in their favour—that is, if there is anything in 
playing your fly properly in the water, and lam a staunch believer in 
it—is that that regular action of one’s rod is not of so much 
importance, and, therefore, they are easier to work. Again, should~ 
the hook sway on its side—which often happens in unskilled hands 
—the general appearance is but little affected. Nor is it imperative 
for the dressing to be so correct. ; 

But please understand that I am referring more to those occasions 
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when salmon are sulky ; and is it not then, let me ask, that our expert” 
in every district come off the more victorious ? 
_ This grub will be found very useful in most places even so early 
in the season. In the spring of the year they require to be more 
gaudy in feather, and silk, and seal’s fur ; but these conditions are 
fairly met by the absolute beauty and display of the Tippet. Tied on 
hackle-fashion, its charm is slightly subdued ; still, there is the colour, 
and, as I have urged before, increased animation. 
It is dressed as follows :— 

Tag : Silver twist and scarlet seal’s fur. 

No. 1 hackle, two turns of small Tippet feather, and two turns of 
a shiny, natural black hackle from the back of a bird ; butted with 
two turns silver twist. 

The centre and head hacklesare the same, increasing in size, the 
former butted as before. 

Body : Light-green olive chenille. 

Head : Silver twist. The fly kills well in all rivers besides this 
ene, 

THE FIERY BROWN GRUB 


is another great Usk pattern, and may be described :— 

Tag : Gold twist and yellow seal’s fur. 

No. 1 hackle, a light fiery-brown. 

- Body : Light-red claret and black chenille in alternate coils. 
~ No. 2, or centre hackle, a natural black hackle. 

No. 3, or head hackle, a larger, natural black hackle, and two 
turns of Gallina dyed light fiery-brown. 

I never use these three-hackled specimens smaller than the sketch 
which was taken from a fly dressed on a No. 3hook. They may run 
five or six sizes larger, and after that you can employ four hackles 
with advantage. Buta No. 1 hook seems to be the best round about 
Usk when the water is neither high or low. 

The summer set are very small, and here only one hackle is put 
into requisition. I had such good sport in very low water not long 
ago with one that I give it, and call it 


: THE SUMMER GRUB. 
Tag : Silver twist. 
Tail: A few strands, or the point of the red feather from the 

Toucan. 

Body : Yeliow, and claret chenille in alternate coils. 

Hackle : From the tail ; a blue dun coch-y-bonddu slightly dyed 
in Bismarck brown, and partially stripped on one side till it reaches 
the head. . 

Head ; Black herl. 





TURNED-UP OR TURNED-DOWN EYED-HOOKS FOR TROUT 
FLIES? AND KNOTS FOR. 
By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL (late H.M. Inspector of Sea 
Fisheries). 











! 
My recent article on the subject of metal eyed-hooks has called forth 
so many interesting communications to the FISHING GAZETTE, and, 
on the whole, a response so favourable to the advantages of the 
system of knotting therein described, that I cannot but feel pleased 
to have thus called prominent attention to a method of attachment 
which, however well-known to a select circle of fly-fishers, has 
never before been made public—at any rate, in its complete form, 
including the “ Fly Protector,’ by which alone it is, in my humble 
opinion, brought within practical reach of fly-fishers generally. 

In describing this method as “new,” I referred, of course, to its applicability 
to the question to which the article was addressed—viz., the knotting on of 
trout flies ; and it does not appear that even when brought under the “ fierce 
light that beats ” upon all propositions ventilated in the Gazerrr, the adjective 
has been virtually impugned. Thus, your correspondent, Mr. E. Gosling, 
courteously reminds me that the “new” knot ‘is figured in my ‘ Book of the 
Pike.’” But in that essay I merely recommended it for connecting the reel-line 

with the casting-line. Even so, however, the analogy is not quite complete, 
because, before the attachment is made, a preliminary simple knot at the end of 
the reel-line is added—a precaution very necessary when any reel-line other 
than of dressed silk is employed. The first part of this remark applies also to 
the reference to the knot in Mr. Francis Francis’ “ Book on Angling” by a 
“ Portsmouth Waltonian” in his interesting remarks on this and cognate 
methods of attachment ; the knot, moreover, figured by Mr. Francis Francis 
being advocated for fastening the hooks to the loops of a paternoster, and not for 
fastening eyed trout-hooks to the casting-line. 

Your correspondent, “ F.R.C.S.,” and also Mr. Gosling, seem to have doubts 
of the security of the new knot when attached to a rigid metal eye ; but I may 
assure these gentlemen that it has been subjected by myself to the severest 
tests, both with the actual rod and line, and also by being soaked—not once, 
but repeatedly—in a basin of water for several hours, after which I found the 
fastening perfectly secure and “ undrawable.” 

This, I need hardly observe, is a severer test than the knot would ever have to 
stand in actual fishing, inasmuch as, in the latter case, between every cast the 
gut necessarily undergoes a sort of partial redrying. 

With regard to the substitution of a paper for a leather “ protector,” to be 
torn off after each change of flies, as proposed by your correspondent, Mr. 
Alex. D, Campbell, I must say that the idea strikes me as a most ingenious one, 
which may very likely supersede all others, including the improved protector 
made of vellum, recommended by your able and experienced contributor 
signing himself “Screw Joint.” Since reading Mr. Campbell’s letter, I have 
tried the ‘paper protector,’ as suggested by him, both at home and by the 
water side, and I find it answer “excellently well.” No doubt this “destructible 
guard” protects the feathers of the fly from a certain amount of squeezing and 
disarrangement, and, inasmuch as paper is thinner than leather or vellum, less of 
the hook-eye is covered than, at any rate, with the original protector having a 
small unpunched hole. 

But considerations of space warn me that I have so far said nothing about the 


79 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


“ 173 


first part of my text, with special regard to whi i icle i i 
apie ip or Turned-down Enea vie a tons OMe, a 
nh experimenting with different systems of bends and eyes, I h: 

notice that in the case of all small trout-hooks with i games hut is 
after the fly has been soaked some little while, a slight—very slight—deviation 
in the set of the fly from the true horizontal, and this whatever be the 
nature of the attachment employed. The final pressure of the metal loop on the 
gut, or gut-knot, being always downwards, a certain bias is imparted to the 
gut in the same direction, greater or less according as the angle of the 
metal eye is correctly or incorrectly achieved. The result of this bias is that 
the fly has a slight tendency to hang head down. This is one trifling “ blemish.” 
if I may call it so, which I rather think no care or nicety of adjustment in the 
matter of the angle of the turn-up eye can ever entirely overcome, Another 
blemish—in this case not quite so slight a one—is that the eye, being above the 
level of the hook-shank, the gut, especially if very fine “ drawn gut,” does not 
form a line absolutely true with the centre of the fly, but slightly above it—an 
imperfection which, as far as it goes, would have a tendency to impair the 
penetrating and holding power of the hook, and to make the stroke less certain 
This principle is so well understood and acted upon in the case of salmon flies. 
that the dresser, if he knows his business, invariably laps the gut or loop on the 
under side of the hook-shank, with the intent to increase its killing capabilities 
Why should not the same principle be pressed into the service of the fly-fisher 
in the case of metal-looped hooks, both for salmon and trout flies ? 

Acting upon this idea, I have tried some experiments with the view of seeing 
how the theory would work in practice, with, I must say, the result of 
satisfying me—so far as one ought to be satisfied without actually killing fish 
with them—that the turned-down eyed-hooks would be in all respects an 
improvement on the turned-up eyes. I find that with these eyes (always 
confining them, as before, in the case of trout-hooks to the four smallest sizes) 
firstly, the fly floats perfectly horizontally, even with the finest gut, and after 
long immersion ; and, secondly, that the “ lay” of the gut is shifted from the 
line of the upper to that of the under side of the hook-shank, thus securing the 
same advantage that has been described in the case of salmon-flies. I find also 
that with the pattern of hooks referred to in my recent article, and the loop 





turned down at something over half aright angle, both the appearance and set 
of the fly are excellent (vide cut), and no amount of soaking or “ whipping” 
makes any difference in its perfect “horizontality.” In fact, the last contact 
or pressure of the metal loop against the gut being in an upward direction, it 
gives the gut precisely the support requisite at this point. It counteracts, that 
is, the natural tendency of a comparatively heavy hook suspended by soft 
wet gut to hang, however slightly, head down. 

The only objection I can imagine being raised against the turned-down eye 
is that it diminishes, as it were, the width of the bend for hooking pury oses. 
There might be some argument—though I am not prepared to admit a sound 
one—based upon this point; but that is at once negatived by a very simple 
consideration—viz., the position of the legs (hackles) of the fy. hese “protect,” 
so to speak, the hook-eye, and head, from any probable contact with the actual 
lips of the rising trout, so that the turn-up or turn-down of the loop cannot 
affect the hooking result in any way. 

The method of attaching the gut is identical with that described in my 
article of the 28th March, the position of the fly between the finger and thumb 
of the left hand being reversed, i.e., held with the point of the bend upwards 
instead of downwards. 

The patterns of the hooks above referred to, now being manufactured 
under my instructions by Messrs. Warner and Son, of Redditch, both straight 
needle-eyed, and with loops turned up and loops turned down, are shown in the 
diagram—though I should premise that engravings never really do justice to 
hooks, or convey more than a general idea of their characteristics. This, how- 
ever, to the practised eye, will probably be sufficient. Also, it is very likely 
that the eyes in the straight needle-eyed patterns, Nos. 2 to 8, though visible 
enough—indeed, facsimilied—in the engraving, will have to be taken on trust in 
the print of it. In these hooks there is no twist or “sneck” in the point side, 
all such deviations from the direct line of “pull,” or stroke, representing 
mechanically a corresponding loss of power. Sneck-bend hooks are admirably 
adapted for pricking and scratching, but not for penetrating. 


Laem alae Rete 


It is my intention to arrange with Messrs. Warner to make the above patterns 
plain also—i.e., without any loops or eyes of any kind, and for tying on gut in 
the ordinary way. 

Who was: the first to broach the idea of a turned-down eyed trout-hook I 
am not aware ; but I have, unless I am much mistaken, seenit mentioned in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE, though, I think, in acondemnatory manner. When, however, 
it appears, as your correspondent “Screw Joint” reminds us, that eyed-hooks 
were described and figured Anno Domini 1760, and double salmon-hooks as early 
as 1689, we naturally feel cautious in treading upon such exceedingly delicate 
ground. JI, at least, do not lay the slightest claim to any “ originating” of any 
sort ; but if the pattern of hooks I have elaborated, combined with the new 
method of knotting fly-protector, &c., should eventuate in the general adoption 
of the Eyed-Hook System, so often ventilated in your columns by other and 
abler pioneers, I shall be glad. 


[Anglers ought most certainly to see these new hooks, made to Mr. Pennell’s 
orders by Messrs. Warner, of Hewell Works, Redditch. We believe Messrs. 
Farlow keep all sizes in stock.—ED. | 
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“THERE was lately killed with the rod, in the Don, a common river trout, which 
weighed eleven pounds, and measured in girth seventeen inches—the largest trout 
probably ever caught in that river,”"— Aberdeen Herald. Oct., 1833. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


SPRING WEATHER A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
Srr,—Old people are much given to talk of the lovely genial spring weather they 
used to have in their young days, as compared with what we are accustomed to in 
these degenerate days. ag ; 
It may interest some of your readers to know what Gilbert White records of the 
spring times a hundred years ago :— F t 
1780.—February, dark, harsh weather, with frequent intervals of frost ; to the end 
of March, warm, showery, spring weather ; to the end of April, dark, harsh 
weather, with rain and frost. 

1781.—To April 5, cold, drying winds ; to the end of May, mild spring weather. 

1782.—To the end of March, cold, blowing weather, with frost and snow and rain ; 
to May 7, cold, dark rains. 

1783.—To the end of February, stormy, dripping weather ; to the 9th of May, cold, 
harsh winds (thick ice on the 5th of May). 

1784.—To February 19, hard frost, with two thaws; to February 28, mild, wet 
fogs ; to the 8rd of March, frost, with ice ; to March 10, sleet and snow ; to 
April 2, snow and hard frost ; to April 27, mild weather, with «much rain ; 
to May 12, cold, drying winds ; to May 20, hot, cloudless weather. 

1785.—To 15th of March, very hard frost ; to 21st of March, mild, with sprinkling 
showers ; to April 7, hard frost ; to May 17, mild, windy weather, without a 
drop of rain ; to the end of May, cold, with few showers. 

1786.—To 10th of March, hard frost ; to 13th of April, wet, with intervals of frost ; 
to the end of April, dry, mild weather ; on the 1st and 2nd of May, thick 
ice. 

1787.—To March 24, bright, frosty weather ; to end of April, mild, with frequent 
rain ; to May 22, fine, bright weather ; to the end of June, mostly warm (on 
June 7, ice as thick as a crown piece). 

On the whole, it does not seem to me that our great grandfathers were much better 
offthan we. Isuppose we must go farther back to the old poets, Chaucer and 
Milton, for ideal Aprils and poetic Mays. 


“ Whanné that April with his showrés sote, 
The droughte of March has percéd to the rote.”’—CHAUCER, 


“The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip, and the pale primrose.”—MILTON. 
—I am, &e., ALA, 
BUILT CANE SALMON RODS. 

Srz,—I have been fishing this season with a split-cane rod made by Messrs. Hardy 
Bros., Alnwick. I am well pleased with it ; it throws a very good line, and is very 
light and handy. I have landed over thirty fish with it,—I am, Xc., 

St. Ann’s Hill, Cork. RicH. BAXTER, 





SPLIL-CANE SALMON RODS. 
S1r,—In reply to the inquiry of Mr. Thomas, contained in your last issue, I only 
think it my duty to bear testimony to the superior merits of a split-cane 15ft. rod 
which I purchased last year from Messrs. Hardy Bros., Alnwick. I can cast much 
easier with it than with any rod I have ever tried, and it certainly enables one to 
handle a fish with great ease. For grilse and sea-trout it is to my mind unsur- 
passed, and for salmon I would prefer it toa rod of greater length. My rod is 
beautifully balanced and of great power, and I can with every confidence recommend 
this make to my brother anglers.—I am, c., 
29, Lynedock-street, Glasgow. 


AMERICAN SPLIT-CANE RODS. 

S1r,—It is particularly refreshing to one in this frozen clime to read of the spring 
opening, successful catches, and pleasant reports from your local clubs. 

As I sit before an open wood fire (the thermometer outdoors standing 20° below 
freezing) reading the FISHING GAZETTE, I dream of the trout I have caught, 
and of those that I intend to catch if ever this everlasting winter gives way. 

My attention is attracted to an article in the GAZETTE of March 7th asking for 
information on cane-built rods, signed “ Black Gnat.” For his benefit, may I relate 
an experience of which I was an eye-witness? 

At the Outlet, Moosehead Lake, Maine, on June 10th, 1884, my fellow-angler 
successfully struck, killed, and landed four speckled trout simultaneously, the aggre- 
gate weight being 101b. and some ounces. : 

The rod used was a 7}0z. split bamboo (or cane) of American manufacture. Its 
action during the struggle was perfect. 

The catch above referred to was mentioned in one of the June editions of the 
American Angler—I am, c., 

Providence, Rhode Island, U.S., March 21. 


Rost. Bey, M.D. 





GREY QUILL. 





MALLOCH’S NEW CASTING REEL. 


Srr,—In answer to “ E. B. N.” in your last week’s issue, if he will kindly send me 


his reel, I will put a safety bolt to it which can be put off or oninasecond. This 
will entirely prevent its turning round when a heavy strain is puton. Any other 
anglers who wish the same can have it done free of charge. 

I have to thank “ E. B. N.” for suggesting the improvement, which is very good ; 
also for the praise he has given the reel.—I am, &c., 


209, High-street, Perth. P. D. MALLocH. 





ROACH IN AUGUST. 
Srr,—Will Mr. Malcom kindly inform me if he has tried creed wheat or malt in 
the month of August in the Lea, and with what result? By answering the above he 
will greatly oblige—Yours, Xc., MARK ANTONY. 


SALMON FISHING AT NOTTINGHAM. 
Sr1r,—Salmon fishing has been a perfect blank during the past week ; not a fish 
has been caught that I have heard of. The rain on Wednesday flushed the river up 
about 3ft., and very much discoloured it, which completely spoiled the fishing the 
latter end of the week. At the time of writing this it has fallen to about its 
usual height, and I hope to be able to report some good sport in my next—I 
am, &c., 
April 6th. 
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THE TRENT FISHERY DISTRICT. 

Srr,—Medical advice requires that I should resign my connection with the Trent 
Fishery District entirely. Will your readers in it note this, and those in the habit 
of applying to me apply to any of the Conservators or the Clerk to the Board at 
Derby? Permit me now to inform your readers that during the whole period I have 
acted as the consulting engineer, and for all reports, analyses, survey of the whole 
district, and books of instructions, &c., the whole of this work has been’ done by me 
Free ef all charges; indeed, my travelling expenses were not repaid to me till 
from 1881. There were reasons for this. Except the board could produce an 
engineer of certain standing to represent them, to deal with pollution was hope- 
less ; but they had no money to pay | a 

Istate this in order that the public may, in criticising the slow progress at Burton 
Sewage Works, be fair, and remember that an engineer cannot be everywhere gratis. 
Now, having retired from my profession and requiring a long period of rest, I cannot 
do the work and therefore resign ; indeed, I did so last year, but it was notaccepted. 
There is no difference in the policy or action of the Board on my set ; indeed, why 
should there be with such a report, piscatorial and financial, as eompared with the 
awful collapse in 1876 ?—I am, &e,, ALAN BAGoT. 


THE THAMES CONSERVANCY AND ANGLERS, 
Str,—I cannot believe that it is “for the best of purposes” that anglers are now 
forbidden to fish from the Thames weirs. Your correspondent suggests that the 
prohibition is issued to prevent risk of life. / | 
I should like to know how many trout anglers have been drowned, or nearly 
drowned, say, during the last ten years,when fishing from weirs. There is, as we all 
know, much more danger on the river from the steam-launches ; but then the Con- 
servancy gets money out of these sources of danger! I do hope this new interference 
with the recreation of the public will be discontinued. Let the Conservancy charge 
a shilling for permission to go on the weirs: the trout-fishers would not grudge it, 
Pe it would keep off “’Arry” and the inexperienced, and noaccidents would happen, 
—tIam, &c., . 
April 6. DEJECTED ANGLER, 
[ We hope to refer to this matter in an “ Occasional Note.”—ED. ] 





A QUERY FOR MR. KELSON. 

Str,—In common with several friends who, like myself, tie their own flies and 
read the “ F. G.,” I am anxious to know what your correspondent, Mr. G. M. Kelson, 
thinks of eyed-hooks for salmon flies? I tried a “Silver Doctor” on one two years 
ago, and the result was anything but successful. The fly hooked well enough, but 
it does not play well in the water. It may have been the fault of the tying, no 
doubt ; but I cannot but think the angle at which the gut pulled on the fly had much 
to do withit. The common gut loop is bound on below the shank of the hook. 
The eye of the hook I tried was bent up above the level of the shank, Hence, the 
pull was notin the same line as the shank of the hook.—I am, &c., ; 


Arts Club, Hanover-square, W., April 7. BASIL FIELD, 


PIER FISHING, BOURNEMOUTH. 
Srr,—Seeing your correspondent’s inquiry, I sent down toask. Not worth speak- 


ing about ; fair to good mullet fishing to the westward of the bay. The pier is only 
an excuse for doing nothing ; never any good.—I am, Xc., A. Be 





THE RED SPINNER AND THE JENNY SPINNER. p 

Srr,—I inclose five patterns of Red Spinner and Jenny Spinner ; I shall be obliged ” 
if you will kindly forward them to Mr. Walbran. I quite agree with him as to the ~ 
difficulty of imitating these flies ; but [ can hardly endorse his view that, as far as 
the body is concerned, “you may succeed perfectly.” The whole of these flies 
(body as well as wings) is so transparent and shiny, that I think all Spinners ought 
to be dressed with detached horsehair bodies. I am aware that with some anglers 
there is a prejudice against detached-bodied flies—a prejudice that is shared, if Iam 
not mistaken, by yourself, Mr. Editor. But I can only say that, in my own experi- — 
ence, I find these flies, ‘‘ when properly tied and used at suitable times,” more useful 
every season. If any flies are best made with detached bodies, then surely it is these 
Spinners, with their transparency inimitable in quill, silk, ordubbing. We all have 
our favourite flies, and some which have been cracked up in this paper constantly 
for the last two years I have given a most thorough trial, with no success. I have 
used them wet and dry ; in rough weather and in fine; at beginning of the season, 
and at the end ; and the number of fish I have killed with them could be numbered 
on the fingers of one hand. With such experience of other angler’s favourites, I 
cannot expect to convert others into believing, as I do, that detached-bodied flies are 
at times the most useful, and will often kill a stubborn fish that has refused every- 
thing else. However, I give my opinion for what it is worth—viz.,thatal/ Spinners — 
should be made with transparent bodies, and that the body is really of more import- 
ance than the wings. With all deference to Mr. Walbran, the hackle points used as 
wings in Mr. Francis’ pattern are not very suitable for a dry fly. The pattern he is 
referring to floats badly, and then only on its side. It won't sit up asa dry fly 
should. And, further, when the fly is in the water. surely the hackle points spread 
out, and don’t shrivel up into two threads. Ifthe fly is immersed and then held up 
to view, the hackle points do shrink into nothing ; but is this the condition of the 
fly in actualuse? None of the patterns I send are very good, and some of them 
have been crushed in my fly-book fox several years ; but they will suffice to show in 
what direction my efforts have been tending. ‘The best of them all I believe to be 
the “ Detached Badger ”’—that is, the one with horsehair body and badger hackle. 
One of my friends did great execution with it last year among heavy fish on the 
Test ; and I am of opinion that, taking into consideration the fact that these Spinners 
frequently come down ina spent condition, with wings outspread on the surface of 
the stream, this hackle fly is more useful than many of the winged patterns. The 
transparent, colourless wings of a Spinner cannot be very conspicuous to a rising 
trout, and the shiny points of a Badger hackle form as good aifimitation as anything 
Ihave seen. Then these Spinners have an unmistakeable dark and thick thorax : 
this is well represented by the black rib down the centre of the hackle. I should 
like to hear Mr. Walbran’s opinion after a season’s trial of this‘ Detached Badger.” 
Tam inclined to think that he will very likely endorse my view—that the body is of | 
more importance than the wing, and that the best body is that which preserves the 
transparency of the natural insect.—I am, &e., H.S. HA. 

[ We have no prejudice against detached-bodied flies, but after giving them a good - 
trial on different streams, and under varying conditions, our experience is that they 
do not kill a bit better than ordinary flies, that they cost twice as much, and last 
only half as long.—ED. | 


. PUBLIC ANGLING RIGHTS AND THE TRENT. 

Sr1r,—Mr. Bagot evidently has the interests of anglers at heart, especially with 
regard to the future, and if all riparian owners were of the same mind, the future 
prospects of anglers would be very bright. Unfortunately this is not the case—I 
will give two instances ; the first occurred before the Trent Conservancy Board 
was formed, but has also taken place since. ; 

A riparian owner (a J.P.), frequently netted the backwater and pools connected 
with the Trent, carrying away all fish taken. After the Freshwater Fisheries 
Act was passed, this netting took place just before the close season commenced, 
once, about the 14th of March, when many of the fish were full of spawn ; none, 
except very small ones w @e returned tothe water, the result being that in time the 
fish were scared away from the backwaters, and where years ago a good basket 
could be taken at any time, only a few could be found after much ground baiting. 

The other case is of the owner of a portion of two tributaries of the Trent ; one ~ 
stream, I know well—2lb trout are not rare. I have heard of one trout being taken 
that weighed 341b.; I have seen 241b, fish myself. These fish never see an artificial 
fly or feel a hook, big and little being swept away by the net, the owner being most 
partial to small ones (babies). This is being done at the present time. — ; 

I do not know if the Trent Board have fixed a scale as to the sizes of fish that 
must be returned to the water, as I have not a copy of their by-laws ; but I would 
suggest if that is not a feature, it shonld become one, and that in the interests of 
both anglers and fish, the price of licenses for nets be raised from 5s, to £5, as a 
preliminary to the total abolition of them, exception being made for the purposes 
of fish culture.—I am, &c. ZOYVIG. 

P.S.—This portion of the Trent is devoid of fish, and was, when I came here, a 
mere stinking stream of sewage and refuse from various chemical and other works, 
There is a great improvement now, owing, I think, to the Trent Conservancy Board, 
and in time fish may again be found in the Trent at Stoke and Hanley, though it is 
a mere brook. 





STAINS FOR GUT. 

S1r,—I have found the following an excellent brown stain for transparent gut :— 
Two-thirds Antoine’s copying ink (violette noire), one-third water; soak for 48 
hours (or longer). Or, for a very dark brown, the ink by itself ; rinse well.— 
Tam, Xce., D. B.A. 

Dublin, April 7: s ie 
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THE FISH 
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f “LONDON, BRIGHTON, AND SOUTH-COAST RAILWAY.” ~~ 
___-‘§$rr,—T have great pleasure to announce that nine other stations have been added 
, to the numerous list already published, making 42 stations in all, to which conces- 
sions have been granted to the London anglers, to come into operation on June 
16th next. The committee will use their best endeavours to ascertain (for the 
benefit of their members) the rights of fishing, accommodation, &c., to be obtained 
in the neighbourhood of the various stations to which the new concessions have been 
granted, full particulars of which will be given—I am, Ke., ‘ 
; R. GHURNEY, Secretary. 












SCOTCH NOTES. 

Derg, KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—With very little variation the weather of the past 
week may be characterised as of a wild nature, and on the whole too boisterous and 
cold for successful angling... Sport, however, has improved a little, and good hopes 
are being entertained of it becoming better as the season advances. The river has 

, all along been too small for a spring water, and until a rise takes place great things 
need not be looked for.. On Sir William Feilden, Bart.’s, waters seven fish have been 
taken, scaling from 631b. to 1531b.. On Monday, Mr. Chas. Farquhar had one of 171b. 

on the Carlogie water; Mr. J. Harper had one of 8lb. on Dess water; Mr. J. 

Nico 11, one of 7}1b. on the Norton water ; and Mr. J. Mortimer oneof 9b. op the 

_~Commonty. On Tuesday, Mr. J. Harper had’ one of 8}lb. on Dess water} and 

Mr. J. Nicoll one of 7lb. on the Norton water. On Thursday, Wm. Lamond, Esq., 

had one of 91b. on the Norton water ; and on Friday, Mr. J. Mortimer had one of 101b. 

_ en the Commonty, while T’. G. Ashton, Esq., had one of 631b., on the Carlogie water. 

—WM. BLACKLAWS AND Son, 





, 













Bd. Derr, Anoynu.—Fair sport has been obtained during the last week. Wednesday, 


Ist. inst., J. Bibby, Esq., one salmon, 741b. ; Capt. Wormald; three salmon, 71b., 741b., 
and 8lb. Friday, J. Bibby, Esq., one, 10lb.; Capt. Wormald, one, 91b.; Col. 
Egerton, one, 11lb. On Saturday, Col. Egerton, one, 8lb.; T. S. Ashton, one, 61b. ; 
G. Sykes, Esq., one, 15lb. Monday, nothing done, Tuesday, J. Wason, Hsq., two, 
8lb. and 91b. ; Capt. Wormald, one, lb. Capt. Key and J. Whitehead, Esq., had eight 
_ fish during the week on the Huntly Lodge water. Good sport may be expected for 
the next few days, owing to the river being a little flooded for the last two days.— 
W. BEATTIE, 


M Dre (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Rough, cold, frosty weather, with sunshiny forenoons 
_and lowering afterparts of the day, have been the more prevalent characteristics 
of the weather during March and what of April has yet run. To-day (Wednesday) 
looks somewhat superior in quality to the preceding few days, as, though still some- 
what roughish in its character, the wind is less keen and biting’ The river is very 
low, and the water is icy cold. That being the case, it is not surprising that few 
fish are making their way up from the sea, and being got in the nets. There is no 
great appearance of fish on the coast, and some days the netsmen on all the river 
stations draw a virtual blank. The three largest fish got up to date were got about 
three weeks ago, and weighed 3331b., 28lb., and 261b. respectively. “We should think 
_ that were the weather to relax in its severity, we ought to hear of the appearance 
of some grilse on the coast soon. When up fishing at Ballater the other day, we 
} saw that Lochnagar, and all the great mountains comprising the lofty western chain 
he _ of the country, were deeply, and except where no lodgment could be effected, com- 
pletely covered with snow. In the upper waters, the fish are somewhat irregularly 
a dispersed over the pools, some good casts haying’ no fish in them, while others con- 
) tain a good number of fine healthy young. The Peacock, the Dunt, the Gordon, and 
the Peacock herl-winged fly are about the best lures for the Ballater district just now. 
In fact, in the present icy-cold state of the water nothing can touch the Peacock 
Herl wing with (to admit of a change) the Gordon, Dunt, or Dodger body. We 
saw Mr. George Smith, tackle merchant's (Ballater) stock of these flies last week, 
and did some execution with one or two of them on that magnificent reach, the 
Inyercauld Arms Hotel section. We particularly admired Mr. Smith’s stock of 
Jockies, Jeannies, Logies, Blue Charms, &c., his famed patterns for all rivers. They 
weré really splendid. The head river-keeper has made a few ‘cute mancouvres 
_ lately, and the watchers, aided by some gamekeepers, have effected an important 
Pe capture or two of poachers. Regarding the poaching, Aug. Grimble last year gave 
some valuable hints in the Mielé. Below Banchory little is being done now; but 
in the reaches just above that place the gentlemen are getting a few fish almost 
_ daily. ‘The Kincardine O’Neil reaches are showing some sport, and the Aboyne 
____-waters are doing fairly well now. The Glentanar and Ballater waters are sure to 
_ take the lead soon. At Braemar, nearly sixty miles up the river, Mr. Wordie, we 
learn, had eight fish in one day last week. We wish anglers more favourable weather 
and good sport. 





i DEE (BALLATER).—Weather very changeable. Good prospects, as the river is 
well stocked with fish, and they are about the proper size for anglers. Hotel Water. 

_ —Wednesday, lst, W. Murdoch, Esq., two fish, 8lb., 91b.; John Sturton, two fish, 
8lb., 101b. Thursday, 2nd, J. Donaldson, Hsq., one fish, 8lb. ; James Ingles, two fish, 
8lb., 91b. Monday, 6th, E. L. Brandreth, Hsq., one fish, 8lb. Tuesday, 7th, Lieut. 
“ Grant, three fish, 71b., 81b., 91b. Monaltrie Water.—Wednesday, Ist, Col. Keen, two 
- __ fish, 81b., 831b. ‘ Saturday, 4th, Col. Keen, two fish, 8lb., 12Ib. ; Col: Wason, Esq., four 
y fish, 8lb., 91b., 1llb., 1441b. Birk Hall Water—Friday 3rd, Robert Lundie, keeper to 
% H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, one fish, 121b. Pannanich Water.—Monday, 6th, 
Be Thomas Grant, one fish, 8lb. The killing flies were—Gray Heron with tartan 
be bodies, Jock Scott, Yellow Hagle, Gardner, the Glen Tana, and Glead. Geo. Smith, 
fishing-tackle maker. Monaltrie Water—Tuesday, 7th, A. Stewart Hsq., one fish, 
91b.—Ge0. SMITH. 





; _ DUMPRIESSHIRE.—The rivers have been in excellent order since my last report ; 
but the cold, raw east winds have materially interfered with sport. Many fine clean 
fish have been netted in the Nith, but so far as angling is concerned there is little 
tonote. Mr. John Gibson, Dumfries, took a dozen nice trout in the Cairn (a tributary 
of the Nith) with a’fly composed as follows :—Body of hare’s ear fur, dyed orange 
i colour, and wings of bunting wing feather. In the Annan a lot of yellow trout 
were taken above Newbie Mill by a party of Liverpool gentlemen: On Wednesday 

a gentleman hooked a fine salmon below Annan Bridge, but he failed to land it, for 
he fish, after showing capital sport, made its escape. Had the rod been in the 
hands of an expert, this would have been impossible. In the Solway the Whemmle 
5 ' boats are doing almost nothing, and the same remark applies to the nets. We want 
fy __ more rain and a south-west wind.—W. B. . 
a ; Dithoes vy 
ANGLING ON THE Twrnp.—Notwithstanding that the weather during the past 
week has been éxceptionally cold for the season, and of sucha nature as is generally 
regarded to be unfavourable to suecessiul angling, some nice takes have been ob- 
tained on various stretchesof the river. On Friday, Mr. J. R. Hay Gordon caught a 

101b. salmon on the Carham water ; and on the Floor Castle casts the Harl of Hard- 

wicke got one fish; while again on Saturday his lordship killed four lordly salmon, 
fo three of 8lb. each, and one of 101b. Dr. Mackenzie and Mr, C. Perkins also had one 
each. On the Teyiot, on the same day, Mr. J. Steel landed a 41b. salmon 
and a bull-trout of 3lb. On Monday, at Carham, Mr. Hay Gordon had a take 
of three fish—two 10Ib. each and the other 103Ib. Mr... W., Lamb, on the 
same day took a 91b. salmon from the Teviot. On the Ednam.House water 
Mr. Drummond had one fish to his rod. On Tuesday Mr, Brunlees, C.E., London, 
and Mr. Pinkney, London, fishing) on the Sprouston water, captured each one 
salmon weighing 931b. and 8lp. respectively ; and on the Carham stretch Mr. Hay 
Gordon gotone of 101b. On Floors upper water the Duke of Roxburghe landed one 
salmon. while on the sanie water the Harlof Hardwicke had the fortune to kill five. 
‘Trout fishing has been most successfully prosecuted during the past few days, as 


al 
{ 





ING GAZETTE, 





»vellers in seareh of health, pleasure, or busihess. 
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the following takes will show :—Mr. George Lamb, 5lb. and 6lb.; Mr. A. 

MCutcheon, jun., 7lb.; Mr, ©. Hunt, 7ilb.; Mr. James Gibson; 7}1b.; Dr. 

Mackenzie, 16lb.; Mr. Robert Robertson, 7lb., 41b., and 7lb.: Mr. Rooke, London, 

9b, Various other baskets of from 3lb. to 5lb. have been got by different anglers. 

“a lesser tributaries of the Tweed the sport has also been good.—MAXWHEEL, 
elso, y 





THE TAy.—Thistle Bridge water, Friday : Sir W. F. Eliott, three salmon, 23lb., 
191b., 181b. ; Strath Tay : Mr. E. Rose, one, 171b. ; Dalguise : Mr. McIntosh, two, 28Ib., 
201b. ; Murthly : Mr. Sturrock, three, 211b., 191b., 191b.; Cargill: Sir W. Eliott, one, 
231b. ; Burn-Mouth : Mr, R. B. Smith, one, 221b. ; Derculich : Mr. Charles Belk, one, 
21lb. ; Stanley: Mr. D. M’Gregor, one, 211b. ; Piteastle : Mr. Wallas Evershed, three 
salmon, 301b., 391b., 91b.; Cargill :* Mr. Wallis Evershed, one, 21lb., besides seven 
kelts. Larger baskets of whittling and seatrout are being caught both on the Tay 
and Karn. Mr. John Rutherford, sixteen whittling and four seatrout, averaging 
21b.; Mr. A. M. Graham, twenty-six; Mr. Howat, forty; Mr, Grant, thirty; Mr. 
Young, twenty-six, Trout are not rising well yet, the weather being too cold, Mr. 
Evershed took sixteen one day. Loch Tay.—Coln Cameron, five, 14]b., 191b., .28Ib., 
171b., 151b. ; Mr. Hay, two, 27lb., 221b. ; Mr. Cob,.one, 171b. ; Mr..D, G. Howat, two, 
321b., 171b. ; Mr. Allison, two, 171b., 15lb. ; Mr. Walton, one, 16Ib. ; Mr. He, one, 201b ; 
Mr. Thomas, Lord Rochdale, five, 251b., 211b., 181b., 161b., 22Ib, ; Mr. Bloxham, one, 
171b. ; Mr. John Graham, four, 261b.,-231b., 11}1b., 211b. ; Lord Breadalbane, one, 
22lb.; Dr. Teale, one, 23lb.; Mr. Woodall, one, 22lb. The Lyon: Mr. W. Stewart 
Menzies, three, 16lb., 211b., 301b. The Tay and tributaries are in fair angling ply. 
Last week the fish were rather scarce, but this week a fresh run of fish have come 
up, and better sport is being got. Numbers of fish have been taken in the neigh- 
hourhood of Perth with the nets. The weather is so cold, very little trout fishing 
is being got. Assoon as the weather changes rare sport may be expected,—P, D. M, 


IRISH REPORTS. 


BUNDROWE'S RIVER AND LAKE MELVIN; Co. DoNEGAL.—Very little improvement 
in the weather since my last report. Early in the week the wind changed round to 
the east, and has continued to blow very strong from that quarter. Occasional 
heavy showers of snow and rain fell during the week, but nothing to affect these 
waters, which are all in perfect order, although some of the days were so stormy 
that anglers could not stay out. The sport was very fair. The following are the 
particulars :—T. Lacy, on the 30th ult., on the lower waters, one salmon, 8lb.; Mr. 
A, Greydon, on the 2nd inst., on-the lower waters, one salmon, 12lb.; Mr. Gresham, 
onthe 2nd inst., on the upper waters, two salmon, 11lb. and 14lb.; D. M. Gowan, 
on the Ist inst., on the upper waters, one salmon, 91b. Owing to the stormy weather, 
angling on Lake Melvin could only be carried on in the sheltered places, as the boats 
could not with safety go to the best ground, consequently the. returns are not so 
big as they would otherwise be; however, a few fish weretaken. Mr. EH. G. Bawden, 
on the 28th ult., one salmon, 101b.; Mr. H. Wilson, on the 30th ult., one salmon, 
113lb. ; Mr. E. G. Bawden, on/the 1st inst., one salmon, 103lb.; and on the 3rd inst., 
one of 83lb. Trout continue to rise well, and some good, baskets were obtained 
during the week. Trout fishing’on Lake Erne began on the lst March: but little 
was done until last week, when some splendid fellows were captured, notably one 
taken on the 4th inst. by Mr. Ramsey, weighing 1131b. He also got several smaller 
ones.—M,. RoGANn. 





THE THAMES WEIRS. 

RESPECTING the closing of Thames weirs to anglers, Mr. B. R. Bambridge, of 
Windsor, writes :—‘*I am not surprised at the action of the Thames Conservancy 
Board. Black sheep there will be in every fold; butit is a great pity so many 
gentlemen anglers, good and true, should have to suffer for the acts of the miserable 
few who have abused the privilege of fishing off the weirs by drawing the weir gates 
to produce a run of water, not replacing them, and, in some cases, wilfully sending 
them adrift. That no member of any Thames preservation society would do this Iam 
convinced, and I sincerely hope that each. society will offer a guarantee to the Conserva- 
tors that extra vigilance will be exercised by the bailifis,and that no member holding 
a permit will-draw or in any way interfere with the weir tackle. If this hint is 
acted upon doubtless permits would be granted to members of these societies.” We 
consider this an excellent suggestion, and hope the various associations on the river, 
including the T.A.P.5., will endeavour to carry it out. Mr. Bambridge says there 
are trout in the Windsor waters which will go from 151b. to 18lb. in weight ; also 
that there is an excellent chance for fly fishers in that district. 








TURNING TROUT INTO THE SEVERN ATSHREWSBURY,—On Saturday week Colonel 
Masefield, of Ellerton Hall, near Newport, Salop, for the third year in succession, 
presented the members of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society with some 5,000 
trout fry of the Loch Leagh breed, and a more healthy lot we have never seen. The 
fish that have been turned in during the two previous years have thriven wonderfully, 
and now afford fine sport to the hundreds of enthusiastic anglers of the-ancient 
town. Several fish of the above breed have been taken within the last few weeks 
weighing 141b., Ib. Soz., Lb. 40z., &. The last three were all taken by the veteran, 
Mr. Ellis, who has fished this water for the last 40 years, and gives it as his opinion 
that there are more trout now to be taken in the borough than at any time during 
the last 20 years. This and similar statements from equally competent judges is 
very encouraging to the workers of the above-named society. The fry which were 
turned out on Saturday week were met by Mr. F. H. Morgan, the hon. sec., at the 
station. They were then taken to Lowe’s Wharf, where Mr. Morgan had a boat 
and two men ready to receive them. Colonel Masefield’s keeper, as on the two pre- 
vious occasions, was intrusted with the work of turning these “ little beauties” into 
the river, which operation was performed in a most satisfactory manner in the pre- 
sence of a number of the angling society, who took a great deal of interest in the 
event. The numbers previously turned in are as follows :—1883, 7,000 ; 1884, 7,000; 
1885, 5,000, making a grand total in three years of upwards of 20,000 trout, many of 
which, as I have already said, have been retaken, weighing as much as 13lb. This, 
added to the fact that no netting is allowed, within the borough, a distance of seven 
miles, which grand length of water is free to anglers, ought, if anything will, make 
Shrewsbury one of the most popular fishing stations of the future, and it is hoped 
that during the coming season anglers from a distance will show their apprecia- 
tion of the endeavours of these gentlemen to improve sport by visiting the town in 
large numbers. 


“On Sunday morning, as some boys were bathing in the Thames above Chelsea, 
one of them, endeayouring to swim across, called out for help; upon which a poor 
man on the opposite shore jumped in with his clothes on and: brought him safe to 
land, and, to the great surprise of above forty spectators, a great barbel, of near 
eight pounds, had thrust iis head into the man’s coat pocket ; and the bottom of 
the pocket being near torn out, had got into the lining, and could not get back.”— 
(Cutting from a periodical of 1758.— Hp.) 

The following extraordinary instance of the growth of fish occurred in a pond 
belonging to Hoper Dixon, Hsq., at Ashford, near Brecon :—Five trout, weighing 
together not more than a pound and a half in October, 1826, on being taken out in 
August, 1828, were found to weigh twenty pounds and a half, the largest being five 
pounds and a half. : 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT are remedies which shonld invariably be taken by tra- 
Many deleterious influences are constantly at work 
in foreign climes, tending to deteriorate the health ; these and the altered conditions of life will entail 
on those who travel the necessity of carefully attending to early symptoms of disease, and they will 






find the use of these remedies to be highly necessary, the action of the Pills being purifying and 
strengthening and of great service in cases of feyer, ague, and all inflammatory diseases, whilst the 
Ointment is a sovereign cure in cases of piles; bad legs, bad breasts, wounds, and ulcers. Holloway’s 


remedies do not deteriorate by change of climate. 
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These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British and American—of the day. We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling Editor 
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“An excellent fly-rod."—FISHING GAZETTE. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
7 OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. ; 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 
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American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &ee &e 
FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES _— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 
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Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being i i ; 0 i , 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 es Putney. 
45 _ Hammersmith, 
50 ee Barnes, 

Add 55 i Kew. 
75 a Richmond. 
80 5 Twickenham, 
85 As Teddington. 


Example.;—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 


at Teddington about 3.25,or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, April 11 - sa 11.11 ate eg 11.41 
Sunday, a Ve faa siete 12.0 war sare 12.9 

Monday, * NS vege tas 12.33 are 12.54 
Tuesday, * 14 (eas ei 1.13 pais see 1.33 
Wednesday, ,, lia eae cae 1.52 ss se "2.9 

Thursday, a LG ers es 2.26 ae oa 2.46 
Friday, " 17 : 555 3.6 Ae Ras 3.26 


New Moon April 15. High Tides April 16 and 17. 
Ce River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
a a 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
paca ceases Cas Sa eS 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 2 

The cold easterly winds which have prevailed from the commencement of the 
trout fishing season have disappointed the hopes and expectations of the anglers. 
The fact that only one fish was caught on “the opening day” is no proof against 
the existence of an immense stock of trout in the river, and that there are plenty of 
fish is beyond any question of doubt. William Milbourne, in his report this week 
says :—‘‘I think you will find it will turn out one of the best trout seasons we have 
had for years ; all we want is a change in the wind and some warmer weather— 
there are plenty of fish!” John Johnson, sen., from Kingston, writes :—‘‘ The wind 
has been so cold I have not seen more than three fish.” In addition to the returns 
which have already come to hand, there are several reports of fish breaking away. 
At Teddington Weir the anglers each day are numerous. One of them at the begin- 
ning of the week hooked a good fish, estimated at 101b. In two days afterwards it 
is believed the same fish was taken, and it weighed 9b. 140z., so that the estimate 
was a very correct one. This makes the second fish caught there this season, as one 
was taken early on the mornirg of the second day. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

Since the last report appeared in the FISHING GAZETTE, the following list of 
trout have been placed to the credit of the anglers :—At Teddington Weir, a gentle- 
man fishing with Benjamin Stevens, has taken a trout of 53lb.; and Mr. St. John, 
with the same fisherman, a very handsome fish of 91b. 14oz. At Hampton Court, 
Mr. Thomas, a member of the Gresham Angling Society, fishing with William 
Milbourne, caught in one day two fish, one of 8lb. and the other of 31b., besides 
losing a third; Mr. George Woods, fishing with Thomas Wheeler on Tuesday, got a 
nice trout of 6lb. At Sunbury, Mr. Edward. Lukyn, on Monday, caught a good fish 
of about 91b.; and a gentleman, fishing in one of Stroud’s boats, ran a fine fish, but 
it managed to get away again. At Shepperton, Mr. Palmer, fishing with George 
Rosewell, caught a trout of 541b.; and another day one of 43]lb. At Chertsey, Mr. 
Mason, fishing with Charles Hone, took a small trout of 131b., which was carefully 
returned to the river again. . 


UPPER THAMES. 


Last week I sent you a report of the capture of some 16 excellent fish, and the 
losing of many others, During the past week a keen east wind has been blowing. 
The water is as coldas ice. Very few anglers have been out between Eynsham and 
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Staines, and, as far as I can glean, only two presentable fish have been had—notably 
one near Bray by Mr. Moss, and the other at Hambledon by a Mr. H. Mayhew. 
Since the first day I have not myself been out, the toiling and spinning from 6 a.m, 
until 9 a.m. without a response having somewhat quieted my ardour. With the 
exception of the cold. the river is in splendid colour and trim for trout.—MARLOW 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


’ The Ist of April was as good a fishing day as I can remember, wind 8.W., and all 
that could be desired. A good few punts were out. Only two fish were taken, one 
by a gentleman fishing with Haines in the Old River. 431b., the other by Mr. Evans 
in the Windsor Weir stream with a fly, about 1lb., returned. I was out on the Ist, 
and had bad luck. Hooked a large fish, nearly ran all my line out, and as I was 
realising the punt, he broke away. How that happened I can’t understand, unless, 
in his headlong flight, the shots caught a stone or something, as he was going overa 
shallow. Well, I rigged up something stouter, had another run, and lost him. On 
the 2nd I landed a handsome fish, 6lb. Three days with R. F. Lines, Esq. : on the 
3rd, that gentleman had a run with a good fish, he came short—loss of the bait was 
the only result ; on the 4th he landed a beauty of 5lb. ; on the 5th he had two runs, 
and landed another beauty of 6lb. The present cold wind keeps the fish from 
rising. Two or three of the small fish that the Windsor and Eton Society turned in 
last autumn have been caught, and returned to get bigger—G. LUMSDEN. 

The water is in beautiful order for trout, but the weather is too cold for them ; 
Have not seen a fish feed all the week ; there are plenty of them here.—JAMES 
HOARE, 

Thames (Sonning). 

Water in very good order, weather very cold, several trout are to be seen. As 
some gentlemen were going up to Reading in a boateither Saturday or Sunday, they 
saw a person with two trout, over 14lb. the brace: they had been fishing several days 
for them they were told. Mr. Clark out witha gentleman had three runs, and got 
one which was too small to take. When we get some warm weather I hope to be 
able to send word of some being taken.—W. H. 


Thames (Teddington). 

Water fine and clear and in good order for fishing. Wind north and weather fine. 
On the Ist of April Mr. Davis caught a trout weighing 41b. at Teddington weir, 
and another gentleman fishing off the weir caught a trout weighing abcut 10lb. 
There have been several fine trout seen at\the weir.—JOSEPH BALDWIN. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Despite the unfavourable weather a few anglers have been out and done better 
than I expected, the following coming under my notice :—Lumsden, fisherman, of 
Datchet, two days by himself in the Windsor weir stream, one fish 5lb. Mr. 
Summers, of Windsor, 2nd inst., in the same stream, one of 13]b. duly returned, and 
lost one much heavier. His Grace the Duke of Leeds, in the old Windsor water, on 
the Ist inst., had one 51b., unfortunately losing a very fine fish after playing him fora 
quarter of an hour. Mr. H. Stinton, of Eton, had a pretty little fish of about 23lb. 
on the 4th. inst., and on the 5th inst., Mr. Lumsden, of Datchet, with a patron, a 
brace going 101b. from the Datchet waters. A handsome little fish of 34lb. fell a 
victim to the fly at the hands of the Rev. Cecil Fardell, of Bray, onthe 2nd inst. A 
jack of 1431b. was taken in the Windsor weir on the 6th inst. by a local angler, which 
it appears was so badly hooked that all endeavours after extrication of the tackle to 
bring him round, failed, I saw the fish, which was a very handsomely marked one. 
It is to be regretted that some of our best fishermen should so much disregard their 
own interests and the welfare of brother fishermen, as to persist in fishing by them- 
selves ; it cannot pay them, as many gentlemen, to my knowledge, will not go out 
with aman who fishes on his own account. I must admit Windsorand Datchet are 
notorious for this, but I hope ere long the guilty parties will see the folly of their 
ways, if they have not done so already.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme District. 

Nothing of note has been done during the Easter recess, the weather being too 
inclement for fishing. Mr. John Ford, of London, caught three brace on Saturday 
in a local beck, but they were in poor condition. I prepared for a day on Monday, 
but the weather was too bad for me, which is saying a great deal—THomas Forp, 


Caistor, : 
The Bure (Norwich). 

‘The holidays this year will be remembered by those who ventured out in search of 
sport, more for the intense cold wind, which penetrated the thickest clothing, even 
though coats and vests, &c., were multiplied considerably. I canspeak for one who 
had as many as four coats on, and yet at 4 o’clock cried a go; this occurred last 
Saturday, and that day I believe was a fair sample of the rest. A friend and 
myself attempted, with some very beautiful minnows, to lure the perch; but 
entirely failed. Then we tried with some very fine gentles and well-scoured 
brandlings, and, for the day, the result was ’good; indeed, if the size had been in 
proportion to the number, we should have had nothing to complain of; but, as 
usual on the Bure, the fish which come out of the water, like small bits of tin, were 
again the chief source of excitement, We secured several roach of from 41b. to 2lb., 
in excellent condition, though many of the smaller were infested with parasites. 
At Horning Ferry sport was not any better, though a chance bream or two were 
landed weighing as much as 23lb. All along the stream experience was much of a 
muchness : the brethren before the holidays were anxious to be out, but an hour or 
so made most of them just as anxious to get home again. Since Monday much rain 
has fallen, and I do not expect to be able to report anything worth noting, except it 
be with regard to perch, which should be paternostered for during the next week or 
two.—RoBeRT MOLL, 

Chichester. 


Those anglers who have not the entrée of a trout stream may now find ample sport 
at Chichester Harbour among the smelt. During the holidays many rodsters were out, 
the largest take being nine dozen and two. Ragworm is the most killing bait ; 
several anglers made from three to six dozen. The Sluice possibly is the best locality. 
In some seasons bass are plentiful here, and, as a rule, some diversity of sport may 
b2 had to keep the rods aired during the close season.—GEORGE F. SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 

April 2nd.—Mr. Knox, one anda half dozen trout; Mr. Street (Kent), one dozen 
trout and one bull trout, 7lb. ; Mr. Hedley, seven trout and one bull trout. April 
3rd.—Mr. Appleby, nine trout ; Mr. Rochester, seven trout ; Mr. Leighton, two dozen 
and eight trout ; Mr. Young, two dozen and three trout ; Mr. Hutchinson, one dozen ; 
Mr. Dixon (Newcastle), twenty-three trout. April 4th—Same gentleman, forty- 
one trout. April 6th—Mr. Charlton (Gosforth), fifteen splendid trout; Mr. Dixon, 
nine. April 7th.—Mr, Charlton (Gosforth), thirteen; Mr. Turnbull (Gosforth), 
twenty-eight. April 8th.—Mr. Knox, one dozen; Mr. Martin, fifteen trout; Mr. 
Street, nine trout.—F. B. 

The Darenth. 


OPENING DAy. 

The Good Friday trout festival was about as inauspicious as could well be 
imagined with regard to weather, there being half a gale of wind blowing due N.E., 
which pierced you to the very marrow. The Lion at Farningham was, as usual on 
these occasions, swarming with fly-fishermen, and their united efforts up to the 
afternoon, when I visited them, was one fish between the lot! Even worse luck 
befell some half-dozen anglers upon a private length of water, for they all went 
empty away ; but a couple of old stagers at another stretch of the Darenth got nine 
brace between them, although they were small, and, for the most part, in bad con- 
dition. I did not fish myself, and I cordially commend the principal riparian owners 
upon this river for their decision not to begin operations until the first week in May, 
because there can be no denying the fact that the fish taken during the Easter 
holidays were utterly unfit for food, and without a kick in them to resist their 








capture. On Monday there was a nice south-west wind, and the Farningham fisher- 
men did better, some thirty or forty fish falling victims to as many rods; but had 
the half-pound limit and “ condition ” been insisted upon, the greater part of these 
flabby, dark-coloured little trout would have been returned to the stream. Amongst 
the vast number of fishermen who persistently flogged this little stream throughout 
Friday, Saturday, and Monday every fly known to the craft was probably brought 
into requisition ; but the most successful were the Gravel Bed, sometimes called the 
Spider, dressed with slate body, black legs, and woodcock or dun wing, and a small 
March Brown. Olive Duns, Blue Uprights, and Hare’s Ear were “ nowhere,” and of 
natural flies upon the water there were none, except the ever-to-be-execrated midge, 
which came out in clouds in the intervals of sunshine on Monday.—C. W. 


GIDNEy. 
; The Dove. 

Sport during the Easter holidays has been extremely moderate. The weather has 
been dead against fishing, either on the top or bottom, and we have had but very few 
but the most ardent rodsters out. Rain has fallen heavily every day, and a north-east 
wind has accompanied the wet and rendered matters additionally disagreeable. As I 
write the weather appears to be mending, though the east wind still prevails, and 
until it departs I don’t think there will be much increase in the number of visitors 
to our waters. The cold nights have killed off a good deal of the fly on the surface, 
and at the present time very little is to be seen. What few fish have been killed have 
fallen to the minnow and not to the winged lures ; in fact, owing to the wind and 
rain, it has been almost impossible to use these with any effect.—THb SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisie). 

At last we have had a good black rain, which has brought the snow off the hills, 
so that the prospects for the Easter holiday anglersare much improved. Trout were 
beginning to rise alittle more freely at the end of last week. On Saturday Mr. 
Hough killed about a dozen in the Crosby water, and Mr, Lionel Prescott and a 
friend had 20lb. between them in the Dean and Chapter water. The same day Mr. 
Hesketh Hodgson killed three salmon in less than two hours in the Willow stream, 
Crosby. Mr. Hall, of Liverpool, had a fish at Syke Foote, and Mr. Cole and friend 
killed ten one day last week. The nights are still frosty, but the season is pretty 
well advanced now, and we havea right to expect fish torise. The river is now all 
that could be desired.—SILvER Gpry. 

[ Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


The Easter Holiday fishing, which promised so well, turned out, as is often the 
case, disappointing. The water was all that could be desired ; but cold east winds, 
with a bright sun, have been sadly against sport. Monday was a good salmon day, 
dull and windy, and several nice fish were taken. Capt. Hinde had one of 15lb. 
above Warwick Bridge ; Col. Sharp one, and another gentleman one, whose name I 
did nothear. Mr. Pickering took one out of the Dean and Chapter water on the 
3rd, and Mr. James Skel two at Artheral on Tuesday. Major Riley, Col. Sharp, 
and Mr. E. L. Hough haye been the most successful with the trout rod, the last- 
named basketing 25 good-sized fish one day at Crosby. The river is now low again, 
and the wind in the north-east. Trout fishing is at least a month late. There is 
very little ‘‘feed” on the water; and trout that do rise at the artificial fly “come 
short.” There is nothing much more provoking than losing eleven out of every 
dozen fish one entices to the top, especially when trout will only look up at all for 
about two hours in the middle of the day, which is now the case.—SILVER GREY. 


; Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 

Fishing has of late afforded fair sport. A good bag was made on Monday last with 
the Blue Upright, Half Stone, and Moon Palmer, otherwise the takes have not been 
large. The water is now in prime order, and genial weather would make angling 
prospects perfect.—C. W. NELDER. 


; ' _ . Exe (Exeter). 
Bitter cold winds. Very little angling doing ; but with a change to warmer 
weather, and west, or south, winds, we shall be more successful.—J. A. KELLEY. 


a ae Exe (Tiverton). 

Good Friday is looked forward to as a general turn out with anglers. The rise of 
water the previous Wednesday had made the river in first-rate order ; it brought the 
fish out of the pools into the stickles, many good baskets being taken. Rain fell 
heavily again on Sunday, which placed fly-fishing out of the question for Monday, 
on the Tiverton water; the disappointment was great. On the Barle fish sported 
well. Since Monday fish have taken freely ; the river is now in good condition. Flies 
killing best are Hare’s Flecks, Upright, Half Stone, Blue Upright, and Moor Palmer. 


—Wm. Muprorp. 
Itchen (Winchester). 

Every one who has been to Wimbledon must have been able to see at a glance 
the difference between those who have made good scores and those who have not ; 
but if they had been on the Itchen this week they would have seen no difference in 
the faces of fishermen, as they were alllong, and very expressive of no luck. And 
well they might be, for the weather has been as unkind as one’s greatest enemies 
could wish it to be ; and the only consolation they got was from Chalkley, who says, 
in his good-tempered way, “ Never mind; better luck next time, sir” ; which is all 
very well for him and his fish (and he seems to have got a good stock of them), but 
not for one who can only get an occasional day. Wind, north-west ; bright sun.— 
MESMERIC, 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now not in very good angling order. Both are now slightly 
coloured, owing to the rough weather which has been had in this part the last few 
days. Hail and snow fell on Monday, making the water rise a little. The fly was 
used well up to Monday ; but a severe storm coming on, stopped fly-fishing for a 
few days. The flies chiefly used before Monday evening were the Blue Dun, March 
Brown, February Red, and the Granam early in the morning and in the evening, and 
some yery nice fish have been taken with them. A few gentlemen have tried the 
Red Worm. In the Lugg, a gentleman, on Saturday, tried the Granam, and took 
some very good trout. In the Arrow, near Stanton, a few nice fish were taken by a 
gentleman with the Blue Dun. In the Arrow, near Eardisland, a gentleman tried 
the March Brown, and caught some splendid trout. A gentleman visited the Lugg 
near Aymestry, and, with the Blue Dun and February Red, landed a nice lot of 
trout. In the Arrow near Ivington, on Monday morning, a few good fish were 
taken with the Granam. A nice dish of trout were landed from the Lugg, near 
Kingsland ; the weather changing, fishing had to stop for the day. A gentleman 
used the worm on Tuesday ; but had but very poor sport. In the Lugg, a few trout 
were taken with the worm. The Pinsley is now coloured, and has risen alittle; a 
few very nice fish were landed at the latter end of last week. Weather to-day 
(Wednesday) cold.—GWyYNNE. 

Pickering (Yorkshire). 

Previous to Good Friday a large number of pike were killed in the rivers around 
here. Notable amongst the best fish was a 16-pounder taken in the Rye by Mr. 
Thomas Scoby, Pickering. Trout fishing is only just beginning by most anglers, as 
it is full early for many waters, and spawning went on till quite the middle of 
February. A vast number of trout have been caught in Pickering Beck, many of 
them woefully out of condition ; but what matters that to a certain class of fishers, 
as long as they can be sold? A gentleman and his attendant imps were seen on 
28th March, busily engaged in the sport of click-hooking trout and grayling in 
Pickering beck. Truly an accomplishment that any country gentleman ought to 
take a pride inexcelling in. To use the words of a local hunting song : 

“ May he who kills a trout (fox) unfair 
Go to Zulu, and be eaten there.” 
—NorTH Hast. 
Taw, North Devon. 

The rain of Wednesday, the Ist April, raised the rivers, and caused them to be 

discoloured until Wednesday, April 7th ; but whilst the water was rising and getting 
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discoloured, sone few salmon were killed—one 201b.,and two or three 7lb. The 
river to-day is in very good condition, and many minnows are being cast ; the resu lt 
I have not heard up to post time. Good Friday the small rivers were not so dirty, 
and although a cold east wind, some few fishermen were out, the average catches 
being one dozen; one gentleman three dozen, another two dozen, and some one 
dozen, and the majority from a brace up toa dozen, flies killing being Silver Tipped, 
Blue Upright, and Pinket fly. Bank Holiday the wind was cutting, and the fish did 
not half sport; one dish of two dozen was all I heard of worth mentioning. Trout 
will not sport until the weather is warmer. ‘The flood has carried the grayelling 
young salmon down into the sea.—Rusty GAME. 
Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream has considerably altered since our last report, owing to the very rough 
weather which has, been had in this district, and has put a damper on all the Haster 
prospects of having a day or two's good sport. The weather keeps very cold, and but 
few anglers have visited the water since mid-day on Monday. The water is now 
coloured, and has risen a little. Up to Monday the flies which were used were the 
March Brown for two hours inthe middle of the day, Blue Dun, February Red, and 
the Granam early in the morning and in the evening. Since Monday, one or two 
have used the Red Worm. In the water near Eastham on Saturday a few fish were 
landed by a gentleman with the Granam, averaging 80z. each, The water near Corn 
Brook was fished, and some capital trout were landed with the Bine Dun. 
A gentleman tried the Berrington district, and canght a few fish with the 
March Brown. In the Rochford district on Monday morning a ‘gentleman 
took a nice dish of fish with the Blue» Dun. The water near the 
bridge was tried a little after dinner with the March Brown, and landed a 
few nice fish, but had to give up.as the weather turned out very rough, and hail and 
rain fell for some time, stopping the fishing for the day... A gentleman was out on 
Tuesday morning, with the worm, but had very little sport. The Kyre, Rea, and 
Ledwyche are all coloured. Little done in any of them this week. Weather to-day 
very cold, and rain threatening.— WORCESTER. 


Teme (Ludlow). rig 

Fly fishing around this district has now become pretty general, the waters of the 
Teme and all the tributary streams being in proper eondition for the rod and line. 
The weather has not been very congenial, south-east winds blowing at intervals, 
during which no fish in the river could be induced to bite. The flies came on the 
river but very sparingly. On Monday, which is not kept as a.Bank-Holiday here, it 
being Ludlow market day, several fishermen were out, and the fish rose fairly to the 
fly until three o’clock in the afternoon, when a heavy shower of sleet and rain sud- 
denly descended, putting an end to fishing for the day. The flies that for the pre- 
sent are the most killing are the Blue Dun, from eleven till three ; the March Brown, 
which seldom fails to afford good sport for the angler; the Cow Dung fly for cold 
and boisterous days, when it proves a good bait. This fly, in its natural state, is not 
very often seen on the water unless high winds drive it there ; it is generally to be 
seen when the March Brown ison. The Granam will do some execution if used early 
in the morning, soon after sunrise ; bub as soon as midday approaches and the March 
Brown comes on, the fish will not look at the Granam ; but towards the close of the 
day it may be resumed with success. A walk down to Ashford on Tuesday, and halt 
a day’s fishing near Barrett's Mill resulted in landing with the March Brown three 
brace of trout, averaging 2lb. each, also three grayling and one perch, which were 
quickly restored to their native element. Large numbers of amateurs were out on 
Tuesday, on which day Bank Holiday is kept here. and though an adverse wind blew 
all day from the east, some few ‘fish nevertheless were landed, a good many with the 
worm.—S. LUDLOW. 

The Test. 


25th March, our usual opening day, saw most of us on the river. “South West” 
honoured me with a visit; but arriving rather late (it was 12.80 before we got 
to theriver) we came infor the tail end of the rise. At first the fish rose well; but 
were most difficult to please. We tried Hare’s Ears, Olives of all shades to no pur- 
pose. At last I managed to kill one about 141b. in lovely condition. The fly that 
did the trick is rather. a peculiar on¢, home made. body. blueish, indiarubher (not 
detached) ribbed, with fine silver twist Andalusian hackles tied on figure of § between 
the wings, which are starling. It floats admirably; better than any fly I know. I 
gave one to my friend, on. which he killed ‘a brace; I bagged one more, and lost 
another. The rise was all over by 2 o’clock, and wecame home. Nextday I was 
rather more fortunate, getting nine takeable fish; since then very little has been 
done. Yesterday, to all appearance, the fish- were rising everywhere ; but on closer 
inspection it was plainly evident they were on the larvae. When that is the case you 
may go home, asthey won’t look at a floating fly, nor. can I get them to take a sunk 
one. You may pick up a stray fish by watching very carefully. when you will see, 
perhaps, one in twenty take a fly. Mark, and go for him at once, and leaye the 
larveeing ones for another day. Canany one recommend a fly that will kill when 
the larve ison? Ihave tried everything—clipping the wings off, imitating the 
larvee, sinking the fly, but with no success. _Of course, now and again you will get 
one silly fish to take, but no number.—HAMPSHIRE. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River in splendid order for’ fly-fishing. Hundreds of trout have been taken—in 
fact, it has been one of the best fishing seasons known for years. Four beautiful 
salmon were taken in one day near the Towin. March Browns and Blue Uprights 
are well on. Weather fine. PRACTICAL ANGLER. 

Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 

Not much sport on Good Friday, owing to the cold east wind ; very few fish taken 
on that day. On Saturday, J. Rush, Hsq.,.of Wonford House, and a visitor, F. 
Bromell, Esq., had a fair day’s sport—over three dozen. On Monday, G. Barnes, 
Esq., of Langtree, two dozen. Major Macartney also took two dozen very good fish 
on Tuesday. Major Dean, over two dozen very excellent trout on Wednesday. On 
Thursday, three gentlemen took 4} dozen very fine ones; Red Palmer, Blue 
Dun, and March Brown being the killing flies—JouN BLAKE. 


Trent (Newark). 

Owing to heavy rains, the water on Good Friday morning rose a couple of feet, 
and a lot of colour-came down with it, so those anglers who had laid themselves out 
fora bit of Trent salmon fishing on that day would find the prospects not very 
encouraging, that is, as far as this district was concerned. At the time of writing 
(Thursday night) the water is again a trifle on the rise and a little colour in it, and 
as it has been raining rather heavily this last. day or two, probably we shall 
have astill further rise; but bitterly cold weather, with a strong raw wind.from the 
north and east, has been the state of affairs down here this week, and while it lasts 
salmon fishing will be next to useless. I have not heard of a single fish being hooked 
down the lower waters as yet.—THE TRENY OTTER. 

Usk. 

The water during the week has been in capital order for angling, the rain which 
fell on Sunday having slightly coloured it. Three excellent new salmon have 
been taken, one each by Mr. Humphreys, Major Lane, and Mr. Williams. The water 
is still in good cor dition, but the cold easterly winds which prevail is not congenial 
to the angler. Some good baskets of excellent trout have been taken. Several 
anglers are visiting the town,—ARGUS. 

Viernew, Jenion, and Bannw (Meifod, near Welshpool). 

This water has been very low and clear, and little success has been attained. The 
rain on Wednesday week was sufficient to put the water into grand order for Taster, 
and good sport wouid have been had if it had not been for the frosty nights and cold 
easterly winds during the days, which effectually checked the natural-fly.. Mr. 6. 
H. Hale (of the Glasgow Dodgers), staying at the King’s Head, killed eleven good 
trout, two of them over lb, and several lb. fish, and eighteen on Saturday, The 
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excessively cold weather on Monday made the takes not so good, but the fish that 
were banked were well fed and fought well. The flies that were the most killing 
were the Partridge hackle and red body and the Starling wing and black hackle.— 
MARcH BROWN. | | Pane Wethohe of 
* Wharfe (Yorkshire). “°° 
It is many seasons since the great carnival of anglers at Easter has been held 
under such favourable auspices as the one just departed. I do not suppose that 
those individuals who only turn out for a day’s fishing when the weather is fine will 
be inclined to agree with me; but those who only consider the sport have un- 
questionably had a fair time of it. Of course things might have been very much 
better, but in these degenerate times we must be thankful even for “ small mercies.” 
Large gatherings of anglers have been held.at Burnsall, Kilnsey Pool, Arthington, 
and other well-known stations upon the Wharfe, and the reservoirs’ at Fewston and — 
Swinstay have also been largely patronised. .On Good Friday, a well-known Otley 
fly-fisher killed a capital dish of trout at kley—twenty-three fish, I believe—and 
other two anglers had fair sport at Denton. Everyone, however, that I have met 
with, remarks how very backward the trout are, considering the time of year, and 
the only reason that I can think of is thatthe snow water from. the moorlands 
retards the hatching ofthe aquatic larvae. I wentto the upper waters of the Aire 
and fished three hours on Monday and the whole of. Tuesday ; my total catch 
numbered nine brace, all taken with Orange Partridge and Dark Bloa. .Whenever 
there was a glint of sunshine, out came the flies, and then the fish rose ; but such 
opportunities were like angels’ visits, and’ had to be made the most of. An’ 
experienced Airedale angler showed; me a, dish of sixteen good trout at Skipton _ 
Station on Tuesday night ; he had taken them with the natural minnow. Itriedthe 
Quill, but they would not have it at any price, and the Worm was tried with similar __ 
result. Orange Partridge, Clive Bloa, Dark Bloa, and Dark Snipe and Orangeare 
the best flies to employ at present. What has become of the March Brown is the 
mystery to me, Hasit gone “out of fashion,” as the ladies say with respect to’ 
articles of attire? To-day (Wednesday) the weather is cold enough for snow, Truly 
our climate is a curious one.—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, a ae 
Wye and Derwent. vs Chee? 
Both on last Thursday and Good Friday all our Derbyshire rivers had great 
quantities of fishermen out on them—in fact, I neyer saw more anglers out, especi- _ 
ally on the Wye between Filleford Bridge and Bakewell before in two days in all © 
my life. Thursday I counted over 20 rods on this part of the Wye. Good Friday 
there would be fully twice as many fishermen, only very few fish were killed, owing 
to the weather being so rough and cold, I was fishing these two days. Thefirshday 
I got six and a half brace of good-sized trout. On Good Friday I only killed four 
and a half brace. I got all my fish with the Claret Bumble, Furnace, and Fiery 
Brown flies. There were several fish killed with the following flies, viz. :—March 
Brown, Hare’s Har, Dun, and the Blue Dun. I Killed my fish near to Haddon Hall. 
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The fish “have ‘risen’ the ' best ‘near to ‘Bakewell; ‘ and have ‘been 
killed mostly by ‘fishing » close “to the bank and fon” the opposite — 
side the river. The Wye ' gets ‘sddly ’ too much over - fished © for 
good fishing, especially at ‘holiday '° times, -althongh the Wye is 
well stocked with fish. Grayling can’ *now be’ seen both on the Wye and ¥ 


Derwent busy spawning, ‘and I am pleased to say’ that there is a fair 
quantity still left in the Wye, although the fungus disease made such sad hayoc 
amongst them last season. There have-been only small baskets killed on different — 
parts of the Derwent during Haster holidays. On last Monday three gentlemen 
from Ilkeston came over here for a little fishing near to Darley Bridge, the day bein: 
wet and bitter cold, and fish dead of the feed. Only two brace were killed amongst 
the lot. Sport on the ponds has been first-class with both flyand trolling. Wm. Barkitt, 
Esq., of King’s Lynn, Norfolk, writes me thus :—“I went out yesterday (fonday, 
6th inst.), fishing’ in one of my ponds from' two to before’ five o’clovk in the after- 
noon. I landed’ 29 brace of trout from’ 14lb. to 4b. each, all with your Golden 
Spinning Fly and Quill Gnat. Mr. Thompson got 5} brace of trout at Mr. Garton’s 
pond last Saturday with trolling. To-day (Thursday) the Derwent has a beautiful — 
woodland water on it from rain which has fallen up in the woodlands. The Wyeis in 
good conditior for fly fishingg, but very little is doing, owing to the weather being 





so fearfully cold and rough, » Very few. natural out.—Gnro, JAS, BATON.’ eae", = 
; _ Wye (Herefordshire.) 5 NOPE i" 
There is plenty of sport still to be had amongst the trout and salmon, notwith- mak . 


standing the strenuous effects of well-known poachers to altogether clear the: river 
of these fish. Onallsides I hear of poaching going on, so that the preservation of  _ 
the river seéms to be as greatin forceas ever. The other night the river was netted 

at the Weir end, and I hear that a few months ago a gentleman was offered his pick —_ 
of eightcen salmon which had been poached. -As for the pinks,” these are taken ~~ 
by thousands and hawked about the street ; in fact [ know of plenty:whoat present —_ 
earn their living. by this species of poaching. | It is, I maintain, criminal on the part  — 
of those who have the power to prevent it, that our splendid river should be poached 
to the extent it is. On Monday evening a meeting was called at the Manof Ross 

Inn, to protest against the imposition of the shilling rod licenses by the Wye Board __ 
of Conservators, but there was a very small attendance, and no decision was arrived — 

at—MAN oF Ross. so beam 
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[Received too late for last week.—Ep. ] ay 
Yare (Norwich). ee ‘ 
The anglers that have been out during the holidays have all been very unsuccess- 
ful, and during good Friday and the next day I was told it was very amusing to see 
them standing up in their boats blowing their fingers and clapping their hands to 
their sides to try and incréase the circulation. I should say that the most they — 
caught was a cold, as very little sport is at any time to be had on the Yare when a 
sharp, biting north-easter is roaring. The Yare Preservation Society hold their 
annual dinner this evening, under the presidency of 8. Hoare, Hsg., who will be sup- — 
ported by the Mayor and Sheriff of Norwich, J. J. Colman, Esq., M.P., J. O. Howard — 
Taylor, Esq., and many other influential gentlemen who take such a warm interest | 
in its work. I will send you a report next week of the proceedings, part of which — 
will be very interesting, from the fact that Dr. Beverley will show some trout hatched 
and reared near Norwich, and speak in response to the toast of “The Norfolk and Suf- 
folk Acclimatisation Society Ropurr MOLL. ae ee 
o i cr ewe? 
‘ Yore (Hawes). ya 
A few nice dishes have been taken since my last, but I have been much dis- ~ 
appointed in the weather during the Haster’ holidays, for the wind veered from S. - 
to.H. on Good Friday, and still continues in the latter quarter. I took 74 brace on 
Good Friday in the water running out of Semmerwater ; they were somewhat small, 
but very game. I am sure it is almost superfluous to add to the stock in the lake, 
except for the purpose of improving the breedin size, ke. Ithink great good might — 
be done if the Jake was netted, and a large quantity of the coarse fish removed. 
Bream and rudd are without end as far as number is concerned; and I account for 
the smallness of the trout at the foot of the lake by these coarse fish devouring the 
feed on its way through the lake. It is véety raré indeed that anyone takesthe + | 
trouble to angle for either the bream or rudd. I wish the Hawes Association would ~~ 
put a few yearlings of another breed into the water in their hands. We take all 
out and put nothing back, and were it not for Semmerwater, it would bea badegg 
with the Upper Yore.—J. Corry. y 
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To RECENT SUBSGRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers 10 be kind enough to 
send us the names and. addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GazruTre, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in ths paper +on- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged tho benefit they bi.ve rece ved. 
if any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZo?TTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further inproviag the pe, er, © ‘cece | 
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/ CLUB. REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

A special meeting of the committee will take place on Monday evening next, 
April 13th, at 8.30. The annual delegate meeting will take place on Monday even- 
ing, April 20th, at 8.30, when the annual report will be laid before the meeting, at 
which all delegates will oblige by their attendance,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 


 ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to ackuowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £1 4s. 
from the donation box of the Silver Trout Angling Society ; also, £1 1s. from J. 
Hughes, Esq. (Bow Churchyard), and 10s. 6d. from M, A. Crump, Esq., Piscatorial 
Society annual subscription—R, GHURNEY, sec. ; 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of this well-known piscatorial society was held at the Lord 
Ranelagh, Verona-street, Battersea, on Thursday, March 26th. UH. J. Withers, Hsy., 
occupied the chair, faced by Mr. Banfield. The chairman was supported by Mossrs. 
Innes, Waterhouse, Butcher, Cossart, and several other gentlemen. of piscatorial 
fame. A splendid repast was placed on the table by Host Speed, which, I can 
safely say, was thoroughly enjoyed by the company, no ground bait apparently being 


. required to bring them on the feed. The chairman, in propoisng “Success to the 


Society,” referred to its prosperity, inasmuch as the society numbered 35 members, 
and the total 4uantity of fish weighed-in during the season was over 753lb, He 
was pleased to say that, as regards the financial position of the society, they had a 
balance in hand of over £5. The distribution of prizes followed, in the course of 
which the chairman had an appropriate remark for each, the one most conspicuous 
being Mr. Wilson, who took the first prize for gross weight of over 230]b., Mr, Speed 
next with 1111b., and Mr. Banfield third with over 801b., and Mr. Maslin fourth ; the 
other winners of prizes being Messrs. Withers, Innes, Gomm, Moore, Starsmere, 
Boisseau, Thomas, Favell, Wakeford, Wager, Jones, and Newnian. Other toasts 
followed, the one coming in for the greatest amount of approval being those of the 
chairman and Mr. Innes, both of which were received with great enthusiasm, and 
drunk with musical honours. Much amusement was caused by Mr. Walkley re- 
sponding to his toast, which he did “ Very well!” “There you are!” In response to 
the chairman, prizes to the amount of £25 were offered for competition during the 
season. Harmony was kept up toa very late hour, and I may say thata more pleasant 
evening could not have been spent. Any information respecting the society can be 
obtained from—C, NEwMAN, Secretary. 





CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Monday last being Bank Holiday, no meeting was held. Three of our members J 
know to have been after the trout, two with success. The third I have not.had any inti- 
mation from as to sport. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts had two sizeable ones from St. Mar- 
garet’s, and Mr. H. G. Read one of 3?1b. from the Thames at Marlow. This fish was 
in very poor condition, as, from his length of 2lin., he ought to have been a hand- 
some fish. Mr. Read had several attacks at the spinning bait, but excepting a brace 
each of jack and perch which came to hand (but returned), no other “spotted 
beauties” were taken.—HrENRyY Howst, hon. sec. 

5 [ Yes, a little later on. —ED. ] 





GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On March 31st the members of the above held their first smoking concert. Mr. J. 
Green presided, assisted by Mr. J. Jones. Among those who contributed towards the 
evening’s amusement were Mr. J. Stanton (selection on the concertina) ; Mr. Horn- 
feck, T. Bigsby, C. McDonald, C. Sharp, H.'Henrie, Mr. Dinmot, Mr. Chapman, R. 
Smith, J. Jones, who sang ‘ Looking Back” and “ My Pretty Jane”; Herr Johnes, 
recited several of Hans Breitmann’s ballads, thereby causing much merriment, and 
about 30 members and friends spent a comfortable evening together. On April 8th 
the society was honoured witha visit by some of the members of the Royal George. 
On this occasion Mr. J. Jones presided, assisted by Mr. J. Stanton. The programme 


- of the evening consisted of confical, topical, and sentimental songs, contributed by 


Messrs. J. Jones, ©, Sharp, T. Bigsby, H. Baker, Holden, Hrnsby, Walters, R. Hanna- 
ford, Orris, Hotham, Chapman,.and several other gentlemen. I passed a pleasant 
hour with them on this occasion, and I think that members of kindred societies in 
the neighbourhood having an hour to spare on Tuesday evenings might do worse 
than pay this society a visit. The members will be glad to see them, and also pleased 
to exhibit the piscatorial trophies added to their collection during the past season.— 
PIXIE, 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Monday, March 30th, we held asmoking concert for the benefit of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society—chairman, Mr. G. Watling ; vice, Mr. Metcalf. We had a very 
large attendance of anglers and friends. The following gentlemen contributed to 
the harmony :—Messrs. G. Watling, C. Watling, J. Holmes, J. Jennings, J. Mar- 
riott, and many others. We are also indebted to several friends for their excellent 
performances on the piano and concertinas, and to Messrs. J.B. Leno and J. Smith 
for some splendid recitations. The donation box has not yet been opened, but from 
the way in which it was patronised I anticipate a very fair amount. A large number 
of clubs were represented. We also had the pleasure of the company of Messrs. J. 
C. Murray, F. E. Hatfield, and T. Crumplen, of the Central Association ; also the 
worthy hosts of the Globe and Fitzroy Angling Societies. Our Wednesday evening 
concerts, held during the fence months, will.commence on April 8th, and will be 
conducted, as usual, by Mr. C. Watling, jun. Mr. J. B. Leno will give a series of 
lectures on Sunday evenings, commencing on Sunday next, April 6th—J. A. 
FYITOH, sec. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The monthly smoking concert was held on Tuesday evening, and though the 
attendance was hardly so large as usual, owing to the Haster holidays, the musical 
talent was exceptionally good. The chair was occupied by G. R. Jones, Ksq., who, 
after the completion of the formal business, called attention to a handsome brace 
of trout caught by Mr. Thomas at Hampton, and shown that evening. Mr. Crumplen 
also referred to the great number of trout in the Thames this season. He had received 
a letter from Haslett, the fisherman of Dockett Point, who said he knew of several 
great fish in that locality which he should be pleased to point out to any gentlemen 
coming downto fish with him. Capt. Alfred also spoke on the work of the T.A.P.S. in 
increasing the stock. of fish, and mentioned what was being done towards protecting 
the perch and other spawn by means of hurdles, wire netting, &c. The committee 
of the T.A.P.S. had also received the offer of a large quantity of stock, roach and 
other fish, which would be duly appreciated. He was sorry to say that one of the 
old fishermen had been detected in illegal fishing, and having been corrected, his 
deputation as an assistant keeper had been at once withdrawn. Mr. Wheeldon, 
later in the evening, remarked strongly about the impropriety of professional fisher- 
men angling for trout on their own account, instead of. writing to. their customers 
as formerly, thus spoiling the fishing and eventually injuring themselves, Mr, 
Wheeldon mentioned a few of those who indulged in this suicidal practice. Amongst 
the gentlemen who so ably assisted in the musical arrangements were Messrs. Wright 
and Elliot, of the Cambridge Musical Society ; Cartwright, Bowden, Cox, Moore, 
jun., Lake, Wheeldon, &c. Mr. Leno rec ited with great effect two of his own com- 


positions, “ The Country Fair” and “The Courtship.” Votes of thanks to the gentle-~ 


men who joined in the programme and to the chairman concluded a very capital 
evening. 


e 








| J. Little presiding, Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. 





i JOLLY ANGLERS, LEICESTER. 

© The annual dinner of the members of this club, the No. 4 Branch of the Leicester 
Jolly Anglers, took place on Tuesday evening, when a good company sat down to a 
substantial spread provided by Mr. Jacob Morris, the host of the Lion and Lamb, 
Lee-street, Leicester. After the cloth had been drawn Mr. J. Chapman was voted 
to the chair, and Mr. T. Butt to the vice-chair. After the usual loyal toasts, the 
chairman gave ‘Success to the No. 4 Branch of Jolly Anglers,” which was enthu- 
siastically received. ‘Next came “ The Visitors,” to which Mr. Whaffon responded. 
Mr. J. Pentril, the secretary, read the balance-sheet, which showed that the club was 
in a sound financial condition, and then gave a list of prizetakers, as follows :— 
Perch : 1st; F. Notini; 2nd, Ri Orton. Roach: Ist, C. Horton. Dace; Ist, W. 
Holmes; 2nd, J. Chapman ; 3rd, W. Rawlins ; 4th, J. Gilmore. Bream: Nil. Chub: 
Ist, W. Berry. Whiting: Ist, W. Kemp. Songs were given during the evening by 
Messrs. Whaffon, Croxtal, Chapman, Pentril, and others, and votes of thanks to the 
chairman and vice-chairman, and host and hostess brought the evening toa close. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

Our meeting last week was again well. attended, and the proceedings were chiefly 
memorable, in that Mr. Chandler presented 15 more books to the library, which, 
with the others he has previously given, filled a shelf in the bookcase, and we have 
dubbed this ‘“‘Chandler’s Shelf.” Mr. Dunne also presented one volume, and both 
gentlemen were warmly thanked. Our outing to the Vyrnwy and Llanymynech on 
Easter Monday did not come up to the usual standard. The number of members 
competing was under 20, instead of being double that number, and this made rather 
a tame affair of it. Nota single trout was taken, and the prizes for this fish were 
not won. In the coarse-fish class Mr. Chandler was first, Mr. Roberts second, and 
Mr. Burrows third. Taken altogether, it was a great disappointment—the first we 
have had for some years, and it isto be hoped it will be the last, as nothing is more 
disheartening for those who take an active part in arranging matters than a scant 
attendance at these reunions,—R. WOOLFALL, hon. see. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIRTY. 

The ordinary meeting of the above society was held last Wednesday evening, at 
the Mona Hotel, Covent Garden. Notwithstanding the holidays, there was an 
unusually large attendance, including Messrs. T. R. Sachs, D, Goodger, C. C. 
Blundell, R. C. Blundell, H. H. Brown, T. Huggett, H. B. Brown, H. Foreman, E. 
Bennett, and J. R. Faulkner. Mr. H, Gray, the hon. librarian, kindly undertook 
the hon. seeretary’s duties, as that gentleman was unfortunately absent through 
ill-health ; and Mr, J. Meyer being unanimously elected to the chair, the business of 
the evening was commenced early. Dr. J. Brunton, speaking of the annual tournament 
at Loch Leven, which is fixed this year on the 20th May, said_it would be a great 
pity if the Piscatorial Society was not represented, and had he not already arranged 
to represent the Gresham, it would have afforded him much pleasure to appear on 
behalf of the society. .The Doctor also advised that the matter should be taken up 
promptly, as there were many applications from kindred societies anxious to take 
part in the great Scotch tournament, and there could not, by any possibility, be 
more than 36 competitors. After the matter had been fully discussed, Dr. J. 
Brunton, on the motion of Mr. R. C. Blundell, promised to write to the secretary of 
the Loch Leven Club, saying that the Piscatoriul Society would, in a few days, 
be able to communicate the name of its representative. Mr. H. Gray then read a 
letter from Mr. T, Gillatt, informing the society of thedeath of his brother, Mr. 
George Gillatt, an old and honoured member. On the proposition. of 
Mr, T. B.. Sachs, who was seconded by Mr. James Pattisson, the secretary 
was instructed to write a letter of condolence to Mr. G. Gillatt’s family, expressing 
the regret felt by the members of the society at the loss of their esteemed friend. 
The secretary was instructed also to write a letter of condolence to Mrs. Stone, who 
has recently lost her husband, the well-known and much-respected host of the Ship 
Hotel, Halliford. Mr. E. Foreman exhibited a split-cane rod, in three joints, made 
by Messrs. F, T. Williams and Co., and fitted with their patent, which obviates the 
necessity of tying the joints. It was favourably commented on by several gentle- 
men; and itappeared to be a handy rod for small trout streams. After Mr. T. R. 
Sachs had nominated for election Mr. W.J. Don Bavand, a well-known member of 
the Otter Swimming Club, a somewhat lengthy discussion was initiated by Dr. J. 
Brunton on the subject of Thames fishermen fishing by themselves for trout, and 
he expressed an opinion that the members of this society should adopt some 
means of putting a stop to this. reprehensible’ practice on the part 
of ~a’ few professional) fishermen Mr.~H. “H.: Brown, Mr. WW. B. 
Adlington, and Mr. J. Pattison spoke on the same subject, and from what they said 
it appeared evident that, in all probability, the present season will not be allowed 
to pass without the society taking some decisive action relative to this matter. A 
vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to Dr. Brunton for the exhibition of his 
case of grayling and trout. In acknowledging the vote, he took the opportunity of 
explaining the different methods in which these fishes take the fly. After Mr. Ross 
Faulkner had givena description of a day on the Lea,from which he returned with 
a basket of 321b, of trout, Mr. K. E. Booker said a few words concerning his 
capture of two Thames trout this week at Pangbourne. A very pleasant evening 
was then brought to a conclusion by the usual toast of “The Society,’ and a cordial 
vote of thanks to Mr. J. Meyer, the chairman. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon’s trout, which 
he returned to water at Maidenhead, appeared in last week’s issue as weighing 
240z. ; ib should have been 231b.—R. B. 


PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report there has been nothing of importance to chronicle. Last 
Tuesday we had the pleasure of making two more new members. On Tuesday 
evening, April 14th, at 8.30 sharp, we have a special meeting for the alteration of 
one or two rules, reading of the balance sheet, new prize list, and other important 
business. All members are requested to attend—W. HLBOURN, Sec. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCINTY. 
: RivpR THAMES Bruu (No 2). 

This society held its weekly meetings at the Station Hotel on Wednesday, Mr. A. 

Several members had been: 
trout-fishing, but had had-no sport, although fish had been seen. The chairman 
referred to the River Thames Bill No. 2, and read the following letter from Sir 
Whittaker Ellis, M.P., who had: been in communication with the promoters :—“I 
now send you an amended copy of the River Thames Bill No. 2,and you will see that 
Clanses 4 (Part 1) and 6 (Part 2) are altered in such a manner as I trust will meet 
the views of our friends who frequent the river. Mr. Storey Maskelyne, Col. 
Makins, and Mr. Elton have been most attentive and anxious that the Bill should 
be successful forthe purposes for which it is intended, and I only hope now that it 
may getthrough the House. Ineed not tell you I shall/render it all the aid I can.” 
The chairman wassure they were allobliged toSir Whittaker for hisassistance ; andin 
referring to the Bill, said it appeared that Bill No. 1 had been thoroughly overhauled. 
The preamble made the Bill refer to the river Thames from the town of Cricklade to 
Teddington Lock, the Thames from time immemorial being considered a public 
highway. Clause 4 would retain to the public the right to anchor, moor, or remain 
stationary for a reasonable time, subject to such restrictions as the Conservators 
shall from time to time determine, which was much the same as at present. Coming 
to the objectionable Clause 6, in future ii was proposed to read :—“ It shall be the 
duty of the Conservators to make special regulations for the prevention of annoy- 
ance to the oceupiers of any riparian residence by reason of the loitering or delay of any 
house-boat in any place within 200 yards of such residence.” Consequently, so far 
as angling from a boat or punt, or the mooring of an ordinary beat was concerned, 
no interference was proposed. Clause 7 would practically carry out the law with 
regard to shooting on a public highway; it was to be—* From and after the passing of 
this Act the use of firearms shall be unlawful upon the said river, and on the 
banks and towpaths thereof, within the limits aforesaid, and every person 
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shooting or using any such firearms, or any similar instrument, shall be deemed to 
have committed an offence under this Act.” As an angling society, no objection 
could be raised ; whatever individual feeling might be, it was for the public benefit 
and safety. The Clause 12 related to every boat or vessel, public or private, being 
registered, and a charge was to be made by the Thames Conservancy of one shilling 
annually ; and further, it should “be lawful to charge a sum not more than ten 
pounds for every license issued for the first time, to any boat or vessel, and for every 
renewal thereof.” No doubt the latter part referred to steam-launches and house- 
boats, and, if so, it should be more clearly worded. Finally, Clause 28 was that the 
Act may be cited as “The Thames Preservation Act, 1885.” From the discussion 
that ensued, the Bill, from an Angling point of view and in the public interest, was 
considered favourable, and the society was pleased their views had been met. 
[This Report arrived too late for last week. ] 


On Wednesday evening this society held its weekly meeting at the club-room, 
Station Hotel, Mr. A. G. Little in the chair, Mr. J. H. Gaunt in the vice-chair. Mr. 
Ashby was elected a member of the society. A letter was read from Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, reminding the society that he would be glad if they would continue their 
annual subscription to the Thames Angling Preservation Society. It was agreed to for- 
ward a cheque for five guineas for this year’s subscription. Mr. Brougham, who 
had attended the meeting, thanked the society, and wished their example would be 
followed by the other angling clubs, as so few clubs, out of some 160, sub- 
scribed to the T.A.P.S., which did all in its power to protect the Thames. The 
ehairman announced the capture of several Thames trout, and was sorry that com- 
plaints were being made as to Thames professionals hooking, playing, and landing 
their trout without giving their patrons a chance of the excitement, notably in the 
recent case at Teddington Weir with the trout 91b. 14oz. Mr. J.P. Wheeldon considered 
it was time for anglers to make a strong protest against Thames fishermen angling 
for trout by themselves, and trusted the society would adopt a resolution against 
the practice, as it was monstrous to suppose the public would subscribe to preserve 
trout to be caught by professionals. Eventually, Dr. Sellé proposed a resolution— 
“ That this society pledges itself not to employ any Thames fisherman who is known 
to fish for trout by himself.” This was seconded by Mr. Terrill, and carried unani- 
mously. Members were’reminded that the final smoking concert for the season 
would take place on April 22nd. 





ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

All prizes won during the season were distributed on the 31st ult., Mr. Hewett 
being the winner of the gross weight of the season, he also took the two prizes for 
gross weight of roach and dace, besides several other prizes, among them a silver cup, 
presented by Mr. Marsh ; Mr. Palmer took the second gross weight prize ; and Mr. 
Hughes the third. The above prizes were for Sunday fishing only. Tuesday fishing : 
Mr. Hewett took the first gross weight prize, and Mr. Wood the second. Mr. Palmer 
was successful in winning very many valuable presentation prizes, among them a 
handsome leather bag, a silver-mounted tankard, and a splendid jack red. Mr. Wood 
also received several very useful prizes, the finest among them being a very elegant 
furcap. Mr. Hughes won several useful articles, one of them being a silver watch. 
Mr. Holden took several very good prizes, among them a box of cigars and a very 
magnificently-carved cigar tube. Mr. Carter, among other articles, received a fine 
gold scarf pin. Mr. Atkins received a prize for the largest jack of the season. Mr. 
Angus took the club prize for the smallest gross weight of the season, viz., a silver 
dessert spoon. Other prizes were taken by Messrs. Brewer, Guynan, Longland, Rider, 
Henderson, Parsons, Chart, Healy, and others ; in fact, over seventy were distributed, 
and still there are something like ten left over for next season. After a few appro- 
priate remarks from the Chairman, we had some good singing from Messrs. Hallam, 
Stuart, Angus, Henderson, Carter, Holden, Artault, Beal, Rider, and Palmer. 
During the fence months we meet fortnightly, instead of weekly as Héretofore, when 
it is earnestly hoped that members will attend if only to satisfy—W. H. Riper. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Iam requested to summon a special general meeting for‘April 29th for important 
business, and also revising the rules for the coming season. Members are informed 
that the result of past season’s competitions are now ready, and can be had of 
Shes # Members and friends, do not forget the 15th is our distribution night.— 

IXIE. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. — 

Secretaries of angling societies are kindly requested to note the following: A 
complimentary visit to the above will take place on Tuesday, April 14th, when the 
pleasure of their company, and as many of their members as can make it convenient 
to attend on that evening, will oblige.—T. GRETTON, sec. 


ST. JOHN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The seventh annual distribution of prizes took place at the Fox and French Horn, 
Clerkenwell-green, on Wednesday, April lst, when host Parsons was again compli- 
mented on the handsome manner in which he had provided for our comfort. Miss 
Parsons presided at the piano all the evening, and gave us some of her new pieces, 
besides singing several songs. The following members contributed to the enjoy- 
ment of the evening :—Messrs. ‘horling, Brockwell, Stevens, Bell, Hall, Wilcock- 
son, Reynman, Stevens, and host Parsons; after which the prizes were given away 
to the lucky members. That done, our secretary had the pleasure of entering the 
names of five new members, and entering several more prizes that were given 
towards our already handsome prize list. 





THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

At the committee meeting on Tuesday last five new subscribers were enrolled as 
members of the society, and it was reported that five guineas had been received as 
the annual subscription of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, being an 
advance on the previous subscription of two guineas. Arrangements were made for 
protecting the spawn of roach and perch at Twickenham, Teddington, Kingston, 
Hampton, Laleham, and other places. Mr. Alfred Mackrill presented a couple of 
punts for sinking at Walton, which will be done as early as possible, and also some 
boats which are now lying at Twickenham, for a similar purpose. There are two 
more prosecutions on hand ; the first will take place at Brentford on Saturday next. 
In reply to an invitation from the Thames Riparian Owners’ Association to send 
representatives to a proposed meeting, Mr. Thomas Spreckley and Mr. W. H. 
Brougham were appointed. There wasa large attendance at the committee meeting, 
and a good amount of other business transacted. 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

On the 15th, six or eight of the members of the above will entertain six or eight 
of the members of the South London toa supper at Mr. Morris's, the George and 
Dragon, Camberwell-road, S.E., to commemorate the friendly competition that took 
place between them at Addlestone on March Sth. Members and friends of both 
Societies wishing to take part in the good things provided for the occasion are re- 
quested to forward their names as soon as possible, either to Mr. Kirwin, secretary 
oo South London, at the George and Dragon, or to Mr. J. Boalch, Old Kent-road, 
—PIXIE, 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A general meeting of this society was held on Wednesday evening for the purpose 
of electing officers for the ensuing season with the following result: Chairman, 
Mr. Hills; vice-chairman, Mr. Sloper. Committee: Messrs. Andrews, Crocker, 
Harris, Hopkins, Jenner, Palmer, and Wright. It was decided that the distribution 
of season prizes shall take placeat the club-house on Wednesday, May 6th, on which 
occasion a supper will be provided on the same terms as the last one. I shall be 


glad to receive the names of members who propose attending as soon as convenient. | 
" ’ 


The new committee will hold their first meeting on Tuesday, the 14th April, when 
they will proceed with the revision of the rules. A cordial vote of thanks to the 
retiring officers brought the meeting to a close—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec, 
[Received too late for last week.—ED.] ~ 
WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The 1st of April induced many members of this society to try their skill amongst 
the trout. Mr, R. F. Lines again had the pleasure of taking the lead with a fish 
from the Thames of 41b. 341b., followed the next day by another of 3lb. 340z. Mr, 
Evans was out on Tuesday, and secured one weighing 3lb, 6i0z., and one 3lb. Mr, 
Harrison also had a fish of 231b. This may be considered a very fair start; but we 
hope shortly to report something even in excess of the aboye weights, 


ST TT IE 
FISHING PLACES NEAR DERBY. 


RIVER WYE AND DERWENT, RowsLey.—Visitors staying at the Peacock Hotel 
Rowsley, can fish the river Derwent and a portion of the Wye. Day tickets are also 
issued at the rate of 2s. 6d. per day. There is some good trout and grayling fishing 
to be obtained. 

RIVER DERWENT, MATLOCK BRIDGE TO WHATSTANDWELL.—The Matlock 
Angling Association issue tickets for this portion of the river as follows :—Season 
tickets, £1 Is. ; monthly tickets, 7s. 6d. ; weekly tickets, 5s. ; day tickets, 2s, Ticket 
holders can fish from both banks of the river between Matlock Bridge and the 
Association boundary boards at Whatstandwell, excepting the Dakeyo, Matlock 
Dale, and the private grounds in front of Willersley Castle, Cromford, about five 
miles of river. There is some capital trout and grayling fishing to be had, and pike 
are to be obtained when in season at the Whatstandwellend. Mr. Eaton, of Matlock, 
sells tackle, flies, &c., and will supply visitors with any particulars they require. 
Tickets may be obtained from Mr. Clark, Post Office, Matlock, Bath ; and Mr. Peach, 
St. Peter’s-street, Derby. 

RIVER DERWENT, WHATSTANDWELL TO AMBERGATE.—Anglers can fish between 
these points free by applying for permission at the Bull Head Inn, Whatstandwell, 
or at the Railway Hotel, Ambergate. There are trout, grayling, and coarse fish to 
be got. Visitors will have no difficulty in securing good hotel accommodation at 
Matlock Bath and Cromford. The scenery is lovely. 

RIVER TRENT, SHARDLOW TO CUTTLEBROOK, NEAR SWARKESTONE.—Salmon, 
roach, perch, barbel, &c., are to be obtained in these waters. Season tickets for 
salmon fishing at King’s Mills (Weston Station) £5 5s. (number limited). Frown Rail- 
way Bridge below Weston to Shardlow £2 2s., for salmon and other fishing. Coarse 
fishing tickets are also issued, from June 15th, as follows :—Railway Bridge to 
Shardlow, 15s. per season ; Cuttlebrook to Plaster Pits, at Weston Cliff, 10s. Tickets 
may be obtained from Mr. Wood, Chapel Bar, Nottingham ; and Mr. Peach, St. Peter’s- 
street, Derby. Weston station is six miles from Derby. 

BuLack Poot, WESTON CLirr.—There is some good pike fishing to be had here. 
Charge, 5s. per season ; day tickets, ls. Tickets may be obtained at the Cliff Inn, 
Nearest station, Weston ; one mile to walk. 

RIvER TRENT, SWARKESTONE TO WILLINGTON.—This is a very good length for 
salmon, barbel, and other fishing. Tickets are issued as follows :—Salmon tickets, 
£1 1s. per season ; coarse fishing, 10s. per season. ‘Tickets may be obtained from Mr. 
Peach, St. Peter’s-street, Derby ; and Mr. Collyer, at Willington. Anglers must only 
fish the portion of the river over which Sir Francis Burdett has the right. 

RIVER TRENT, WILLINGTON (7 miles from Derby).—Mr. Turner, of Newton 
Solney, issues season tickets for his ‘* West Meadow,” at the rate of 10s. per season ; 
day tickets, 1s. Salmon and almost all other kinds of fishing can be obtained here. 

TRENT PonD (9 miles from Derby).—This pond, about 40 acres, contains some 
good perch and eels. Charge, ls. per day. Boats are to be had at a reasonable rate, 

SuTTON-ON HILL, NEAR DERBY.—There is some fair trout fishing at this place. 
Season tickets, 5s.; day tickets, 1s. Apply to Mr. Hill, Miller. Nearest station, 
Etwall ; 7 miles from Derby. 

Hit MIL FisHEry (1} miles from Etwall Station).—There is some good trout, 
chub, and other fish to be obtained here. Season tickets, 5s. 

RIveER Dove,.SupBURY To TuTBURY.—The Burton Angling Association have 
taken this length, over which Lord Vernon has the right of fishing. For particulars 
write to Mr. Perfect, Station-street, Burton-on-Trent. 





THE WYE FISHERY BOARD OF CONSERVATORS.—_IMPORTANT 
CONVICTIONS UNDER THE FISHERIES ACT. 


At the borough of Birmingham Police Court on Wednesday, April 1st, before 
Messrs. Lord and Bartlett, William Downing, The Hollies, Smethwick, and Alfred 
Smith, fishmonger, Market Hall, were summoned for unlawfully selling unclean 
fish—to wit, salmon. Smith was further summoned for exposing the same for sale. 
Mr. E. Gwynne James (Hereford) prosecuted on behalf of the Wye Board of Fishery 
Conservators, and Mr. J. Herbert defended Downing. Mr. James said he was there 
simply on public grounds, and for their protection. The two fish the defendants 
were summoned for were not unclean in the sense of the words usually accepted— 
viz., that they were unfit for human food. When fish have deposited their spawn, 
under the fishery rules they are deemed spent fish, and unclean, and should be 
allowed to return to the seas. The defendant, Downing, had, however, caught three 
salmon in a portion of the river Wye, which is rented for pleasure, and sent the fish to 
Smith for sale. Two of the fish in question were old fish, and unclean. The fish 
were caught in a net, and, of course, it was impossible not to net the old fish some- 
times, but it was usual to return them to the water. He had no desire to unduly 
press the charge, or in any way to aggravate it. Inspector Latham seized the fish on 
the 21st ult. Mr. Herbert said he had advised his client to plead guilty to the charge. 
Mr. Downing was a gentleman who rented the fishing in the Wye simply for 
pleasure. He did not catch the fish for mercenary motives, but sent it to Birming- 
ham ito dispose of it. He was not sufficiently experienced to be aware that this was 
unclean fish, and he therefore sent it to Mr. Smith without the slightest idea that he 
was transgressing the law. Under these circumstances he hoped the Bench would 
only inflict a nominal penalty. Mr. Fitter (magistrate’s clerk) said that the penalty 
was £5 for the offence, and £1 foreach fish. The defendant, Smith, saidthat had he 
known the fish was unclean he should not have thought of selling it. Mr. Lord 
said they were glad that the case had been brought there, as it was most important 
that the public should be protected, and they considered that Mr. Downing ought to 
have known what was good fish and what was not. If he did not, he should have 
employed someone who did. The sportsman, however, was not so culpable as the 
salesman, because he, as an expert, must have known what was an unclean fish. 
Downing would be fined £2 and costs for the offence, and 10s. for each fish; Smith 
£3 and costs for the offence, and 10s. for each fish. 
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ILLEGAL NETTING ON THE SEVERN AND ASSAULTING THE WATER-BAILIFF.— 
At the Welshpool Petty Sessions, on Tuesday, before S. Powell, Hzq. (chairman), 
and a full bench, Richard Hadley, of Waterloo, Welshpool, was charged by George 
Middletown, water-bailiff to the Severn Board of Conservators, with unlawfully using 
a net in the Severn for the purpose of catching fish, and was further charged with 
assaulting Middletown at the same time and place. The water-bailiff said that 
when he saw the defendant he attempted to take thenet from him. The defendant 
refused to let him have it, and the consequence was a scuifle took place, and de- 
fendant used threatening language and struck witness a blow on the temple. 
Hadley was fined £1 and costs for illegally using the net, and 10s. and costs for the 
assault. 
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IN MEMORIAM, 


THE death of Mr. George Gillatt has taken from the angling world an old 
and very much respected piscator ; he was a very old member of the Piscatorial 
Society and the Friendly Anglers. He presided at the annual 
dinner of the latter society last year at Windsor, and he was a frequent visitor to 
the weekly meetings of both these clubs. His genial, straightforward manner 
secured to him a large circle of ‘friends, and his death has caused deep regret to 
the members of the clubs with which he was associated, who have passed suitable 
resolutions at their meetings this week.—B. 

‘the death of Mr. Robert Stone, of the Ship Hotel, Lower Hallifurd, will be 
regretted both by anglers and rowing men, as his hostelry had become one 
of the most famous houses on the riverside, and largely patronised by the 
angler, several of the angling clubs holding their summer dinners there, the cater- 
ing always being considered of a first-class character. The deceased has left a widow 
and a large family. The interment took place at Shepperton on Wednesday last.—B. 


summer . 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
NOW READY. PRICE 2s, 6d. 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “ FISHING GAZETTE,’ with Leather Back’; will hold half 
a year’sGAzmrrEs. To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, Lonpoy, E.C. 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 
CASTING REEL. 








Sportsman's Exhibition, Agricultural Hall, London, 


STAND No 114. 





SPECIAL 


NOTICE. 





D. SLATER, Newark-on-Trent, will Exhibit at the above 
Exhibition 100 Very Superior Nottingham Rods, Binged 
Ferrules, “Bell’s Life’ Rings, Bronzed Fittings, Partition 
Case, aud Stoppers, 10s. 6d. each. 


SUPERIOR GREENHEART FLY-RODS, 10/6 EACH. 
FIRST QUALITY GREENHEART PIKE RODS, 12/6 EACH. 
“MARSTON’S” FAVOURITE-TROUT RODS, 15/- & 17/6 EACH. 
ENGLISH & AMERICAN SPLIT-CANE RODS, £3 3/ EACH. 

-  “SLATER’S PATENT” PERFECT COM8INATION REELS. 
LARGE ASSORTMENT OF NOTTINGHAM REELS. 


THE CLIMAX LANDING NET, WITH A. T. ALLCOCK’S PATENT FOLDING 
JOINT. 


A Large Assortment of Silkworm Gut, Gut Lines, Floats, Tackle, Fly Books, 
Waterproof Silk Lines, &c., &e. 


D. S. WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON’S 


TROUSERS, 
STOCKINGS, 
WADERS & 

BROGUES. 


FISHING 
WATERPROOFS AND BAGS. 


COATS, 
JACKETS, 
CAPES, 


AWARDED OXLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
|. H. E, FOR FISHING GOODS, 


Indiarubber and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 


d/, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C. 





THE 
For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


fT: ‘ 


“SAVED MY LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s, 8d., 
1ls., and 21s, each. 


H. LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C. 





FOR SALE. 


A SOCIABLE TRICYCLE, 


Rucker’s Patent Clutch Action, in per- 
fect order, very little used. 
Can be seen at Mr. DEARLOVE’S, 14, 
Rydon Street, New North Road, N. 
Price £15. 


New Publication, Interesting and Valuable, 
containing 
A RECORD OF FACTS, PRINCIPLES, AND DIS- 

COVERIES RELATING TO THE IMPROVE- 

MENT AND PRESERVATION OF HUMAN 

LIFE ON EARTH, 

Everyone should read “EARTH LIFE,’ and we 
will send a copy free to every reader of FISHING 
GAZETTE on receipt of stamp and address, 

G. M. MURRAY & Co., 
33, CASTLE STREET, HOLBORN, LONDON, 


SALMON AND TROUT TACKLE, 


JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 
MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &c., to suit all parts of 
the world. <A large stock of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand ; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prize Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1888, for ex- 
cellence in Fishing Tackle. Price List on appli- 
cation. 


TO SALMON ANGLERS 
AND OTHERS. 


JAPANNED FLY-MAKER’S BOX, complete 
Four trays, divided and sub-divided, with bottom 
space. ‘lo hold and preserve collection of feathers, 
hackles. hooks, and all requisite materials: Card- 
board partitioned Box for seal’s furs in lid, as sup- 
plied to Mr. Kelson. 

18in, by 12 by 104 high, price £8 10s, 
12in. by 9 by 8 high, price £2 10s. 

ALL ORDERS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

REMITTANCE, 


W. ROLLASON, 
12, Kirby-street, 
London : 


HAT OFFERS for a Perfect Copy, 

in good condition, of ‘‘ Walton’s 

Angler,” 5th Edition, 1792, Edited by Sir 

John Hawkins, and containing the addi- 

tional part by Charles Cotton /—Address, 

LUSCUS, Picton House, Park Place, 
Weston-super-Mare. 




















Hatton-garden | 





See the Wield, November 1st; 
GAZETTE, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible, 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels: 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards in the Worldatthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; 
for Flies ; 
Trout Reels ; 
for Salmon Rods ; 
Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, 
Diplomas of Honour. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


the FISHING 


International Fisheries 


1883; Gold Medal for 
+old Medal 
Gold Medal for 
Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
Also, set 


Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STINEET, 





Clo“ Diues DALE 


Colville Square, 


MANSIONS, 
Bayswater, W. 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience; Bathroom, with 


Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &e. 


and of easy access to all parts. 


Omnibuses pass the Mansions, 


Close to Kensington Gardens, 
Rent from £65. 


Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 
6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W. 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED, 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS, 


A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
FRESHWATER FISH. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HLS., 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 
&c., for the Aquaria, 


52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food isinvaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


TROUT and GRAYLING. 


OVA, FRY, 


AND 


YEARLINCS 


Of S. Fario, S. Fontinalis, 
S. Levenensis, 8. Ferox, and 
Grayling are for Sale. 











For Price List apply to 


T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford 
ESTABLISHED 1851, 


ToReke Behr CO) ke) By AlN Ke 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

Current Accounts opened according to the usua 
practice of other Bankers, and Interest allowed on 
the minimum monthly balances when not drawn 
below £50. No commission charged for keeping 
Accounts, excepting under special circumstances. 

The Bank also receives money on Depesit at Three 
per cent. Interest, repayable on demand. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities, 

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

March 31st, 1884. 











The Birkbeck Building Society’s 
Annual Keceipts exceed Five Millions 





OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 
FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY 


OW TO PURCIIASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER 
MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 
Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 
Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOCIETY 
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane, 


ICKIE’S VOICE IMPROVER.—All 
Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds. Sold 
in packets, 6d. and 1s, each, Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDER, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of 


Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c., 


for the Aquarium. 
52, KING WILLIAM STREET. 


Section «f the 
“Dunelm” Built Cane 


Rods. 

Write for Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulars of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuctured by 


W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland. 


ae POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“Whatever we have got has been by infinite 
labour and search through every corner of 
nature.’ ... “Thus furnishing mankind with 
the two noblest things, which are sweetness 
and light.’—Dean Swift orMatthew Arnold, 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night, 

Or glitt’ring starlight without thee is sweet,” 

—WMilton. 


ALES, POLLARD, &CO., London. 


“ There eke the soft delights that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness through the 
breast.””—Thomson. 


WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 


“The sweetest thing that ever grew, 
“ Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns.” 
— Wordsworth, 


ALES, POLLARD, & CO., London. 


“T knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled” 
“.,. There's nothing half so sweet in life.’ 
—T. Moore. 
WEETNESS and LIGHT Tobacco. 
“A feasting presence full of light,” 
* But sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes.” 
— Shakespeare. 
NALES, POLLARD, & CO., Manu- 
facturers. 
Wholesale—29, Farringdon-road, London, E.C. 
Retail—Wishart and Co., 41, Haymarket, or of any 
respectable dealer. 











ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No. 17, King William Street, Charing C oss, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years. Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—_ROBERT 
P, HART, Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to, 
Special terms for country loans, Distance no ob- 
ject. Easy repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
ion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank to 
carry out all arrangements, 
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FISHING ACCOMMODATION 
AT THE LION HOTEL, 
DULVERTON ; 

AND WHITE HORSE INN, EXFORD, 

; SOMERSET. 

Parties staying at either of these 
Hotels may have Free Tickets to fish 
in Rivers Barle and Exe. Saddle 
Horses and Carriages supplied at 
moderate charges. 

Apply to the Proprietor, 


W. KING, Dulverton. 


Dulverton, Somerset. 
LAMB HOTEL. 


16 miles of FREE FISHING, to persons 
staying at this Hotel, in the Barle and 
Exe. Free Tickets issued for the Barle 
Fishing Association Water, and for about 
four miles of the Exe preserved by private 
landowners.—J. H. TARR, Proprietor. 


TROUT OVA & FRY. 


SEASON 1884-5. 






Orders booked at the following low rates :— 
OVA SALMO FARIO........20s. to 30s. per 1000 
As - LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. 
* Sy FONTINALIS do. ,, do. a 
FRY SALMO FARIO °*"""- 30s. ,, 40s. 4 
- LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. $3 


”  BONTINALIS do.,, do. 4 
YEARLINGS £2 per 100, £15 per 1,000. 
Hatching Apparatus and Fishing 
Tackle of all kinds supplied. 
THE “ MARSTON” FLY-ROD, 17s. 6d. 
and 21s, 

BEST TROUT FLIES, 2s. per doz. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out. 


ADDRESS : 
thy fey 
i re ie y 





THOMAS 


MANOR j FISHERY F 
Caistor, Lincolnshire, 


* Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 180 different flies with way 
of manufacture and seasons of use. 
N.B.— Certain kinds of Coarse Fish supplied. 
LS 


Trout and Grayling Fry 


WILL BE READY FOR DELIVERY 
IN MAY. 





Application to be made to 
Hon, Sec., Peak Forrest ANGLING CLUB, 
SELWOoD, ROTHERHAM. 


J. BERNARD AND SOW, 


Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 

Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order 

Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACH, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 


ce TS 
FISHING RODS—AND fACKLe, 
BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 
GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 

*“We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2Ib, 
tench, a 2lb. eel, and a 4b, pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883, 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 

‘ 8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 8d., 4d., and 6d. each 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to 1s, 9d., twisted do. 
Is. 6d, each ; Hair,3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk Line, 25 yards, 1s., 1s. 3d., and Is. 6d. ; pre- 
pared ditto, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard ; Good. 
Gut, 12in., 1s. per hank, abo&t 100 strips, 14in.,, 
1s. 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s, 6d.; 12in., $s. 6d.; 
l4in., 4s. 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and all other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut to Match 
Lines, 8d. per doz. Eel hooks, 6d, 100, Kendal 
Hooks, 1s. 100. 

FLIES.—Best Trout, 11d. doz., on Gossamer Gut, 
Is, 2d. doz. ; chub flies, 14d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz. ; 
May Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, 1s. each; gimp do., 10d, 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s., rung, Is. 84., rung, 
winch fittings, 1s. 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15{ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s, 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., lls. 6d., and 15s. 6d. The 
** Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d. and 21s. 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2}in., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2zin., 3s. 6d. ; 8in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 2in., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in,, 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s. 6d. Vour-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. $d, Full-sized leather 
fly books, from ls. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14 yards, ls. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTH, May 10, 1884, 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s. Seenotice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885, 

Postage extra on all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, S.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station, 









KING’S 
Fish Preservative. 


Yor the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, “A.RILEL,” and other leading 
Anglers. 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 

8 and16 Stamps. 





King’s Natural Bait. 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known 
for all bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a 
heavy creel. 6 

Anglers are respectfully cautioned to™ avoid 
imitations of this Bait, asitisa notorious fact that 
no sooner has an article proved itself of sterling 
value, than a host of imitators are, ready with 
‘something as good, or even better,’ by which they 
entrap the unwary, 

Certainly this may be “the sincerest form of fiat- 
tery,” but itis not one that commends itself to the 
fair-dealing man, nor does it pay the inventor of the 
genuine article. 


THE NATURAL BAIT 


Is now Sold by all Tackle Dealers 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; 
AND BY 
Wim. MENG, 

1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON, £. 

Wholesale by ALLCOCK and Co., 
REDDITCH. 











DULVERTON, SOMERSET 


; rns 

Barly ‘Fishing Association. 

The Barle is preserved for 34 miles, from Dulver- 
ton-bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital. Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets : 
Day, 1s.;. Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s,; Season, 
10s. Gd. An additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing, 
Tickets can be obtained at “ Lio and Lamb 
Hotels.” Good Hotéls and Private Lodgings. 
Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and Barle.— 
Turther information of 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec., 
DULVERTON, 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 

Tue Forest anp Stream has avery extensive circula- 
tien among gentlemen the world over. It stunds at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp. life, 
field experiences, and original observations ia Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 

‘fhe Sportsman Tourist. | Natural History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulvure 

Game Beg and Gun The Kennel, 

Yachting and Canoeing. YVhe Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

Tne weekly numbers of the Forrsr anp Srream 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 218. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrest anp Srream PueLtisHiIne 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.8. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Samrson Low, Marston, Suarce, and Rivineton, 
Crown Buildings, 84. Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 





PAINS IN THE HEAD, FACE, AND LIMBS 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, AND 
RHEUMATIC GOUT 


Immediately Relieved and Speedily Cured by 
EADE’S 


GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS, 


Which require neither confinement nor alteration 


of diet. 

ADE’S TESTIMONIAL, ILLS, 
“Dec, 24th, 1883. 

ADE’S “TI have been troubled with ILLS, 


gout for the last forty years, 
ADI’S and in that time been under ILLS. 

nine doctors, and tried many Pp 
ADE’S so - called ..‘never - failing’ ILLS. 

remedies, but I found no relief P 
ADE’S until I got a bottle of EHADE’S ILLS. 

PILLS, and since then I have 
ADDS ailed nothing. 

(Signed) 

“i, W. LONSDALE. 

92, St. John-st., Preston.” 


ILLS, 
Bis 


ADE’S 
ADE'S 





ILLS, 
Do not be persuaded to take P 
SIADE’S any other Pills for the above ILLS. 
distressing painful disorders, P 
GYADL’S as “ Hade’s” have been proved ILLS. 
by thousands to be the safest 


7.ADE'S and most effectual remedy. ILLS. 
Sold by Chemists and Medi- 
ADE'S cine vendors, in bottles, 1s, 14d. pILLS. 


and 2s, 9d, 
GEORGE EADE, 72,GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON. 


JONES & €0., 
59, Duke St., §.W., London. 


late of 
111, JERMYN STREET, S.W. 


Prizes awarded in 1851 and 1862 for 
Rods, Flies, and Tackle of unequalled 
excellence. 


BLAIR’S 


GOUT 
PILLS. 











GOUT OR RHEUMATISM, 
The excruciating pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele 
brated Medicine, 
Sold by all Chemists at 
1s, 1jd, and 2s, 9d, per box, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GOOD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 


RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 


Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


Superior Nottingham Rods, complete and war- 
ranted perfect action and finish, 4s. .5s. ,6s.,7s.,and 
8s. each. 

Superior finished Salmon Reds, complete and 
warranted, 16 feet, 15s, ; 17 feet, 17s. each. 

Very Superior finished Greenheart My, Spinning, 
and Pike Rods, 8s, 6d.,9s., and 10s. each. 

Superior Salmon Rods for Worm YVishing in the 
Nottingham Style, complete, 12s. 6d. each. 

Complete Outfits, from 5s, each. Very Superior 
ditto, from 12s. to 26s. each. 

Reels, Lines, and Tackle at the very cheapest 
rate. 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address, 


YEARLING TROUT AND FRY, 
SEASON, 1885. 


Yearling Trout from large Game Fish, 
£15 per 1,000, £2 per 100. Fry of Kennet 
Trout, Salmo Ferox, and Salmo Fario, £2 
per 1,000. Yearling Trout to be delivered 
April and May. 


W. T. SILK, Burghley Park, Stamford. 


t=) 


THE USK. 


ForSalmon and Trout Fishing. Acknowledged 
Premier River in England. } 

Anglers contemplating a visit to. this far-famed 
stream, and who may be desirous of obtaining 
genuine information as.to Fishing Locality, 
Quarters, &c.. should address letters to 

JAMES WILLIAMS, 
No. 2, CASTLE PARADH, USK. 

J. W. supplies Fishing Trousers, Stockings, 
Special Made Brogues, Salmon Baits, Reels, Lines, 
and other accessories required by the angler. None 
but the best of goods at reasonable prices for cash. 

Patronised by all the leading sportsmen and ex- 
pert anglers of the day. 

The only true and correct pattern Coracle, or 
Ancient Fishing:Boat of the Britons, made on the 
spot and supplied. 

NOTE THE ADDRESS, 


Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAMW’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
“worth a Guinea a 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
Wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache,  giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
all nervous and 

















AS 


sleep, frightful dreams, and 
trembling sensations, &e. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands of cases. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try,one box of these 
Pills, and they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 


For females of all ages those Pills areinvaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
epen all obstructions, and bring about ail that is 
required. No female should be without them. 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box’they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health, 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like ‘‘ MAGIC,” and 
afew doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe. These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have-the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of kreath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
Which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BRECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed, i 

CAUTION,—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BrECHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T. Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s, 13d. and 2s. 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the pfoprietor for 15 or 36 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom. 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, 


‘ 


BAMBRIDGE’S NEW CAST-DAMPER BOX 


See FISHING GAzeTtTE, January 10th? 
1885, which says :—“ Fly-fishers will find 
this Cast-Damper Boxa boon.”—Price, post 
free, 1s. 8d. each, of B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 
“The Thames Trout,” Eton-on-Thames, 





“ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, 
exactly suited for Roach or General Bottom Fish- 
ing. We can recommend it as being allit pretends 
to be.” —FISHING GAZETTE, 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. Weight,7 to 8oz. 
BOOTH’S. FIVE-JOINT BAMBOG 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 84., for Cash only. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, wineh fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4%, 8d. 
Carriage paid for 6d. extra, — 
Booth’s Fly Rod, Ash and Lance Wood, 12 feet, 8 
joints, price 9s. 6d. ; ; 

l yard gut cast, 1s. 8d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s, 5d. per dozen; 8 yards gut cast, 3s, 4d, 
per dozen, 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 
100; 2s. per60; and 7d, per dozen . 


Trout gut, 9d., 1s,4d.and 1s. 10d.; Salmon, 5s, 
, per 100, ; 
K. BOOTH, 18, CHARIOT STREET, 
HULL, 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND ~ 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 
(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 


SHow RooMS:— « 
149, LaTrE 871, OXFORD -STREET. 


BRANCH—S81, LATE 292, OXFORD STRERT, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 4 
Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


JAMES OGDEN 


ON we 

FLY-TYING. 

“This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and'fish catching. 
—FISHING GAZETTE. 








Can be had, post free, by sending 28. 6d. in stamps 
SAMPSON LOW and CO., 
188, Fleet Street, London, 


FLIES. 


DEVON BLUE UPRIGHTS kill throughout the 
season, and in almost all waters (try them). Post 
Free, 1s, 6d. per dozen.’ i 


C. W. NELDER, » 


Carnarvon Arms Angling Quarters, 


DULVERTON STATION. 4/ 


THE EXCELSIOR OR 
DEVON SALMON SPINNER 


Has taken more Salmon from the Trent last Season 


than any other bait ever known. One fisherman 
took no less than seventeen. The colour oa the 
spinners is most suitable for the fish. . Price, with 
twisted gut trace and lead, 2s. 6d. each; trout size — 
2s. each. Price list, post free. Ps 


THE DEREY PATENT 


LIVE-BAIT HARNESS 


1s. Gd. each, Post Free. 


W. A. MARTIN, | 


38, LONDON ROAD, DERBY. 


(paket for Dry Feet and Boct 

Comfort, is much used by Sports- 
men, Shore Waders, Farmers, Gardenes 
and Ladies, 


Sold by Nurserymen ‘and Oilmen, with 
testimonials and directions for use, n 
boxes 6d. and Is. each, ig 


Wholesale by Pricn’s Patent CANDLE 
CompPANy, Limited, London, 
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ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


248, ner Gall, | Sia’carviage para,’ 488, per Dozen. 


and Carriage Paid. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, Loadoa, £.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, “ WHISKY, 


















The best Preven- Se 

heat SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
am 

is the 3 FREE from FUSEL OIL. 


Z Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
~ Wine Merchants and Retailers. . 


SoLrm PROPRIETORS — 


fo DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
1, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY <A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,’ Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 














ANS Oh Ge ao BF i oe 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. f 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to trite on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advanee, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
; ae bd part of Hurope, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
s 12s, 6d, 








ADVERTISEMENTS, 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Titz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co.,, the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.G. 








The 








Fishing Gazette. 


BAD OUR DALY nA P RBs ph Sunt 818)5, 




















THE SALMON RIVERS OF FRANCE, 





By EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D. 








Part I1.—Rivers which fall into the Atlantic Ocean and 
Bay of Biscay. 
SALMON are found in most of the rivers which have a free access 
to the Atlantic. 
THE AULNE. 


Moreau says that salmon are very rarely found in the Aulne; 
formerly they were plentiful, but the navigation obstructions in the 
lower part of the river called Chateaulin, below the town of Chateau 
Neuf, are serious impediments. There are two rivers which join 
the Chateaulin—the Aulne and the Hiere. A few salmon and 
sea-trout get up. There is also a fair proportion of Salmo fario. 
The scenery is very beautiful. The Aulne rises in the Department 
of the Cotes du Noir near Callac, and joins the Chateaulin, which 


a a the arm of the sea which constitutes the great harbour of 
rest. 





THE ODET 


Rises in the hills of Finisterre, runs a short course to Quimper, and 
there finds the sea. According to Moreau, salmon are common 
enough. 

THE D’ETEL. 


This river rises in the Department of Morbihan, runs a short course, 
and enters the sea at Belz; a good many salmon are taken at the 
mouth, 

THE BLAVET. 


Salmon were common enough in this fine river some years ago ; now they have 
become very rare—in fact, they have almost deserted it owing to the various 
obstructions to getting to their spawning-ground from the Brest and Nantes Canal 
and the Mills. The Blavet rises in the Department of the Cétes du Nord, has two 
sources, one from a small lake in the hills near Rosternen, and the other branch 
rises in the hills near Corlay, it passes by Pontivy, Baud, Hennebon, and enters 
the arm of the sea near L’Orient. 

THE VILAINE. 


Moreau does not mention this as a salmon river ; but from other information 
there is no doubt, notwithstanding the impedimenta, both salmon and sea-trout 
ascend the river. The Vilaine rises in two small lakes in the Department of 
the Mayenne, runs by Vitre, Rennes, Rédon, and falls into the sea at Roche 
Bernard. At Redon it receives the river Oust, which rises in the hills of the 
Cétes du Nord, a fine stream with plenty of trout, and, perhaps, an occasional 
salmon. 

Tue Lore. 


We now come to the most important and largest salmon river in France—the 
Loire. In this river, and some of its tributaries, a large quantity of salmon are 
taken. A Loire spring salmon is much prized by the Paris gourmands. The 
fishermen of the Loire divide the salmon into four classes—1. Spring salmon, 
which are taken in considerable quantities at Pont de Cé, about five kilométres 
above Angers ; 2. Salmon de la Madeleine (summer salmon), taken still higher 
up in the larger tributaries, as in the Vienne at Candes and Chinon, also in the 
Allier and the Indre ; 3. Salmon of the autumn (Bécards, see ante), in the same 
localities; 4 Salmon of the winter, common at the mouth at Noirmoutiers, 
according to Moreau. 

Classes 2 and 3 are common in the Vienne, the Allier, the Creuse, the Indre, and 
the Soule. In 1860 the salmon almost disappeared from the Allier ; but in 1875, 
owing to careful cultivation and breeding, and putting a large number of salmon 
fry into the rivers Allier and Dore, some 500 to 600 salmon have been taken 
yearly in the Department of the Puy de Déme, weighing from 5 to 11 
kilogrammes, i.e., from 10lb. to 23lb. each. 

The great salmon tributaries of the Loire are the Allier, the Cher, and the 
Vienne. The Allier rises in the mountains of the Department of the Lozére, 
near Chapeauroux, runs a course of nearly 200 miles, and joins the Loire at 
Nevers. All the tributaries of the Allier (and there are many) contain very 
fine trout, and they rise well to the fly. 

The Cher rises near Le Poule, in the Department of La Creuse, runs a long 
course by St. Amand, Menetou, Selles, and falls into the Loire at Tours. Salmon 
and sea-trout run far up this river, and its tributaries are well stocked with 
trout. 

The Indre rises in the hills of the Department of that name a few miles from 
Le Chatré, and falls into the Loire. It has many short tributaries. 

The Vienne rises in the hills of the Department of the Corréze, runs a long 

course of nearly 160 miles, passes by Limoges, above this town is joined bythe 

Thorion, some distance below by the Briance, it then continues its course by 
Availles, Chauvigny, to La Roche, above which townitisjoined by the Clain coming 
from Poitiers ; lower down it is joined by La Creuse, and falls into the Loire at 
Candes, above Saumur. Salmon and sea-trout (trwite salmonée) are common in 
the Vienne and in its tributaries when unimpeded by the various obstructions 
put up for navigation and for mills, which obstructions are gradually being over- 
come on many of the French rivers by the substitution of ladders, &c. At 
Nantes the Loire receives the Sevre, and lower down the Boulogne, running 
through the Lac de Grand Lieu. All these rivers are on the left bank, as 
Moreau does not mention any of the rivers of the right bank—the Sarthe and 
others—as containing salmon. 

The Loire itself runs a course of about 800 miles, rising in Mont Gerbier-le-Joux 
in the Ceyennes, Department of the Ardéche ; it passes by Le Puy, in the 
Haute Loire, to Roanne on the. Loire, then to Digou, below which place it is 
joined by the Bébre, then by Décize, where it is joined by the Aron, to Nevers, 
where the river Allier joins it, then on by Chatillon, Gien (famous for its 
pottery), Jargeau, to Orleans, thence to Blois, where it is joined by the Casson 
and Beuyron rivers, to Amboise (below which is the river Bregne on the 
right bank), then to Tours, where Le Cher joins, then to Candes, where the 
Vienne falls in, to Saumur, where the Dive and the Thoué join, to Pont de Cé, 
below which, on the right bank, running by Angers, the Loire is joined by the 
large and important river, the Sarthe, coming from Le Mans. The Loire then 
continues to Nantes, and falls into the Bay of Biscay at St. Nazaire. 

THE CHARENTE. 

Between the Loire and the Charente there are some half dozen small rivers 
which, contain sea-trout and common trout, but which are not recorded as 
containing salmon—viz., the Dain, the Vie, the L’Ansance, the Lay, the 
Vendée, and the Sevre. The Charente, rising in the mountains of the Haute 
Vienne, runs a very devious course by Charrout and Civray, in Vienne, and then 
traverses the Department of the Charente to Angouléme, thence to Cognac, 
where it is joined by the Antoine, then on to Saintes, where the Sevine runs in, 
and so to Rochefort, where it falls into the sea—a course of over 100 miles. 
According to Moreau, salmon have become very scarce in this river ; but 
sea-trout are found, and above Cognac, all the way to Angouléme, very fine 
river trout. The Charente, if properly looked after, would be a fine salmon 
river. When Valenciennes wrote (1848), this fish was very abundant. 


THE SEUDRE, 


A small river, which runs into the sea at or near Marennes, contains both 
salmon and sea-trout. , 
THE DoRDOGNE, 


Moreau says, “ salmon less common than formerly.” Both sea-trout and salmon 
are however, taken in the nets at the mouth, and if the French would have proper 
laws as to close time and week day slaps, all these fine rivers would abound 
with salmon. The Dordogne rises at the base of the Mont D’Or, in the 
Department of the Puy de Déme, and during its course through the Depart- 
ments of the Corréze, Lot, Dordogne, and Gironde, receives many tributaries 
(all full of fine trout), the chief of which are the Cere, the Corréze, and the 
L’Isle, and falls into the arm of the sea called the Gironde, at Bourg. 
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THE GARONNE. 


Moreau says the same of this grand river—but Valenciennes states that 
salmon used to be taken up as high as Toulouse—rising in the Pyrenees, in 
the Valley of Asan in Spain, it runs a magnificent course, receiving many large 
tributaries (all fine trout rivers), passes through the whole length of the Haute 
Garonne to Tonlouse, below which it is joimed by the Save, on to Montech, 
where the Gimone runs in, so on to Aigullon, where it is joined by the Lot, and 
on to Bordeaux, below which city it enters the Gironde. 


Tur ADOUR. 

Salmon run up the Adour to Bayonne ; there, some quit this river and ascend 
the Nive, others go on and leave the Adour at the junction of the Gave, and 
ascend both these rivers at Peyrehorade, before the junction of the two 
Gaves. Here salmon are taken in considerable numbers, and if the dams and 
and obstructions were lowered and ladders placed, salmon might be 
taken at that fashionable winter resort, Pau. On the Nive, a good many salmon 
are netted at Cambo. There are two great runs of salmon up these rivers— 
spring and summer ; the first commencing in January and ending in April, the 
second in July and August. 

Moreau also says that salmon are plentiful in the Nivelle and in the border 
river, the Bidassoa, the mouth of which is only in French territory, The 
Adour rises at the foot) of the Pic du Midi, Hautes Pyrenées, runs by Bagneres 
de Bigorre, Tarbes, Aire, St. Sever, Dax, and Bayonne. 

The Gave du Pau rises near Gavarni, Hautes Pyrenées, runs by Lourdes, 
St. Pé, Pau, Orthes, Peyrehorade,, just above which town it is joined by the 
Gave d’Olerons, and just below, it joins the Adour. It isa beautiful river, 
running through beautiful scenery, and with plenty of trout. 

The Nive rises on the Basses Pyrenées, near Argnegny, and joins the Adour 
at Bayonne. 

The Nivelle runs a short course from the mountains of the Basses Pyrenées, 
and runs into the sea at St. Jean de Luz. The Bidassoa is Spanish, except at 
a short distance of its mouth. 


Part Lil.—Riwers which fall into the Norih Sea, 


The Rhine receives two great tributaries, both of which rise in France, 
and both of which occasionally contain salmon, the Moselle and the 
Meuse. Salmon are scarce in both, particularly in the Moselle. Up to 1848 
they were common enough in the upper waters of the Meuse, and we may 
hope, now that the French pisciculturists have become alive to the importance 
of facilitating the ascent of the fish to the upper waters, will become so again. 
“Palmer Hackle ” says of the Moselle: * This is an excellent river for the 
angler’s purpose ; and it has held in high repute as a salmon and trout water for 
many centuries.” The Moselle rises in the mountains of the Vosges, near 
Epinal, 2,260£t. above sea level, not far from the sources of the Soane and 
runs by Toul (is joined by the Meurthe, a few miles below Nancy), Pont ’ 
Mousson, Metz, Thionville, Tréves, and so to the Rhine at Coblentz, after 
running a course of over 330 miles. 

THE MEUSsE. 

“Palmer Hackle” praises the upper waters of the Meuse as an excellent trout 
river. Jt rises in the Department of the Haute Marne, on the Plateau of 
Langres, near Bourbonne les Bains, and in the same range of mountains as the 
Seine, flows by Neuchateau, ‘St. Michel, Verdun, Mengon, Sedan, Meziéres, so 
by Namur to Liege and Maestricht to the Rhine. . All the tributaries, as well 
as the main river, are full of fine trout. KE. H. 





TROUT STREAMS OF ABERDEENSHIRE. 


Tut UGie—Sovutu Brancu. 





By: SW. M7 





Tus “rivulet, then a river,” has two sources or head streams, one rising in the 
hills of Bonnykelly, the other in the Den of Glasslaw. From its source to its 
coalescence with the latter branch the former, as it proceeds along, is known 
first as the Federate burn, then as the Brucklay burn, next as the Deer water, 
and finally as the South Ugie. The other branch, the topography of which we 
eschew reference to at present, has a similar number of names, and these, in 
their order, from the stream’s source downward, are the Gonar, Pitsligo 
burn, Strichen water, and North Ugie. These two nice little rivers, after a run 
of nearly 16 and 17 miles respectively, unite in the Haughs of Rora below Long- 
side, and thus form the Ugie proper, which, after a further course of 54 miles, 
falls into the German Ocean near Buchanhaven, a good mile to the north of the 
flourishing seaport town of Peterhead. The course of the South Ugie is through 
an almost entirely agricultural. district, undulating pretty uniformly, but with 
lumpish hills dotting the background here and there. The absence of wood 
from many parts of its banks is more than compensated for in the eye of the 
angler by the wealth of verdant mead, and the long sloping fields that there take 
its place. The woods of Brucklay, Shevado, Pitfour, Aden, and Ardlawhill are 
near, and in any of them, and at nearly any time during the season a respect- 
able angler may obtain a day’s cover-shooting by applying to the proprietor a 
few days beforehand. Real gentlemen are known wherever they exist ! 

_In addition to a few smaller burns, the South Ugie receives the Qldwhat 
burn, Broomhill burn, Whitehill burn, Auchreddie and Culsh burn, OMimaud 
burn, ‘Tillypestle or Bruxie burn, Benwell’s burn, Crichie burn, the 
Quhomery, and the Longside or Linshart burn. These all, or nearly all, are 
first-class trout streams, and may, at some future time, be more particularly 
referred to. 

From within a mile of its source, down!all the way to Brucklay Castle grounds, 
there is good,trouting, and through the courtesy of the proprietor, Mr. Fordyce, 
this stretch is all open. Above the mills at Federate, the whole water gives 
very fair results during May, June, and July to an average good worm-fisher. 
Though all over it is scarcely wide enough to admit of fly-fishing being practised 
with much pleasure, the lade opposite Waulkmill and Federate mill lade give 
grand sport for the fly-fisher almost always when a good westerly breeze 
prevails. We used to take eight to ten dozen nice trout on a favourable day 
within the reach referred to, and we think we could do so yet. The stream has 
a great amount of aquatic vegetation, possesses nice sheltering banks, and its 
trout are of a superior quality. Between Federate Bridge and Brucklay Castle 
policies, there is a mile and a half of a stretch. The fishing at times is very 
good on it, particularly on the section below where the Whitehill burn falls in 
from the north. Owing greatly to the fact that the stream flows eastward, the 
best takes, with fly especially, are invariably got when the wind is westerly. 
The most centrical place is Federate, and lodgings must be obtained. there- 
about, if the angler.is to fish regularly,.as there are no hotels under three miles 
distance. The ruined stronghold of Federate Castle, held by the,Crawfords, and 
reduced by Edward Bruce, is an object of interest near at hand. It is now 





tenanted by jackdaws, rabbits, rats, and “other fallow deer.” Brucklay Castle, 
the gardens and greenhouses, are contiguous, and to sightseers they are worthy 
of a visit. Indeed, the whole demesne of Brucklay is beautiful and well kept. 
The beautiful islet-studded artificial lake adjoining the river is well stocked with 
Loch Leven and brook trout. The Loch Leven trout give capital play, and the 
writer, who is privileged, has landed some beautiful specimens, mostly with 
the Coachman, and a. very small silver-bodied fly. The lake is preserved by 
Colonel and Mr. Fordyce for sport for themselves and their friends, and go is 
that part of the river which is inside the policies. Between the outskirts of 
the policies and where the Auchreddie burn falls in, there are some tip-top casts, 
in which large trout are invariably met with. The best general fly is the Wood- 


cock wing, with orange and gold tinselled body, while for fishing in bright” 


weather when the water is small and clear, a Black Gnat or a Black Spider, with 
silver tinselled body, suits best. From the footbridge that spans the stream at 
the top of the reach under review, all the way down to Mill of Clackriah, 
there 1s no hindrance to fishing on either bank, provided always that no damage 
is done to crops or fences. There are here about three miles of capital water, 
and there are no trees to curtail freedom in casting. The pools and streams 
teem with trout, and the pick of the time to get hold of them with fly is between 
the middle of April and the end of June. Worm, later on, comes in very 
handy. The Station Hotel at Maud Junction is’ convenient to reside at; the 
fare is good and the charges moderate. Permission to fish Col. Ferguson of 
Pitfour’s water, from Mill of Clackriah downwards, the parts of the North 
Ugie, and: the Ugie also belonging to him—a great range of water some 22 to 25 
miles in extent—can be obtained on payment for the season of one guinea to Mr. 
Ainslie, factor, estate office, Pitfour, by Mintlaw. If asked for, the boundaries 
will be specified when the permit is issued. The water between Maud and Old 
Deer is pretty good ; a skilled hand can get large trout, and fair baskets are the 
usual results.. Aikey Brae, the scene of a sanguinary battle between Edward 
Bruce and Comyn, Earl of Buchan, is near ; so are the ruins of the Abbey of 
Deer, sacred to Saint Drostane. 
grounds are extensive and beautiful—greatly enhanced in scenic effect by the 
isleted artificial lake, which is some 50 acres in extent, and is well stocked with 
Loch Leven troutand other fish. A courteousapplication will procure admission to 
the grounds ; but the fishing is strictly preserved. Suitable hotel quarters may 
be obtained in the nicely-situated little village of Old Deer, alongside which the 
stream in coursing “singeth a quiet tune.” ‘The angler should skip the water 
between Old Deer and the Bridge of Balus, Mintlaw. The Aden policies come in ; 
there are some mills, &c., there, and to flog that piece of water would be a waste 
of time, let alone the necessity fora special permission to do so on part of it. Trout 
fishing is particularly fine all along the river from Balus Bridge to the turnpike 
bridge at Crookednook. About the Haughs of Auchtydonal rare good sport is 
got on favourable days. Salmon and large sea-trout are very plentiful in many 
of the pools during the month of October. Large lobworms are just as fatal as 
anything that can be presented for their acceptance. A smallish size of Brown's 
Phantom is deadly when the water is anywise discoloured or big. The best 
killing flies are Mallard wing, brown body shaded into black, and coch-y-bonddu 
hackle ; Teal wing, with orange-brown, green, or silver body, and black or red 
cock hackle, all ribbed with medium oval tinsel—sizes from No. 6 up to No. 1 
in the small scale. The Poynder, Childers, and Jock Scott frequently answer 
well. For the reach just noticed, Mintlaw is convenient, and there is a good 
hotel. Longside is very convenient for the remaining part of the river ; 
Johnstone’s Hotel affords accommodation, or lodgings may be had in the 
village. In the parish churchyard lie interred the remains of the celebrated 
Jamie Fleemin,.the laird of Udny’s “ Feel” ; and over the grave, by those who 
would not willingly let his fame die, is erected a handsome obelisk of Cairngall 
granite, bearing the epitaph, “Sacred to the Memory of Jamie Fleemin, in 
answer to his prayer, ‘Dinna bury me like a beast.’” Linshart is near, where 
lived the author of “ 'Tullochgorum ” ; and not far off is Ardlawhill Brae, where 
the “de'il” is recorded to have played up some “canthrips” with a certain 
urfortunate family. Johnny Milne records how 


“The folks amaist gaed themsels up for lost, 
The very cheese ran t'tha fire to roast, 
The fire itsel’ it couldna’ rist for fear, 
For peats and clods cam’ bungin’ ben the fleer,” 


Apart from these associations the angler will have not a little interest in 
trying to make good captures of the large and wary trout with which the river 
is well stocked hereabout. A really good angler catching the trout well on the 
“feed” in the shallows between the long dubs that abound in this section will 
work wonders—quite surprise himself with the results. The Pitfour water, 
opposite the Cairngall estate, gives a lot of fine salmon every back end. From 
between where the Ugies unite and the railway bridge, some distance up stream, 
there are several very fine salmon pools ; indeed, the entirestretchmay be said to 
be very good. ‘ Up and down” hereabout, for a few miles, pearl-fishing may be 
prosecuted with some success, and hereitmay be mentioned that now and again a 
pearl of considerable value is got. The Hare Lug, Professor, Coachman, and the 
white-tipped Drake wing fly are, in addition to the ones already mentioned, good 
lures for the South Ugie trout. Route for Federate—by rail to Maud Junction, 
hire three miles ; for the next reaches—by rail to Maud, stream close by ; for 
Old Deer, by rail to Mintlaw ; for Mintlaw—by rail ; for Longside—by rail to 
Longside, river at hand. Rod season, Feb. 25th to Oct. 31st. 





RULES OF THE TENBURY FISHING ASSOCIATION. 


1. A subscriber of £1 shall receive a ticket (not transferable) entitling him to fish 
one year in the Association water. : 
2. A subscriber of £1 10s. shall receive a second ticket entitling a friend (not 
being a resident in Tenbury or within seven miles thereof) to fish for the same 
eriod, 
4 3. A subscriber of 5s, shall receive a ticket (not transferable) entitling him to fish 
for not exceeding three consecutive days, and a subscriber of 2s. 6d, a ticket for one 


ay. ; 
4, All subscriptions to be paid on the 1st of January in each year. 
5, Land-owners granting to members of the association leave to fish shall be con- 


sidered honorary members, and be entitled to all the privileges of a subscriber of - 


£1 10s. 2 a 
6. No trout to be killed in any manner from September 30th to March Ist. | 
7. No grayling or trout to be killed at any time in the year less than 7in, in 

length. 

8. No grayling to be taken between Ist of March and 30th of July. any; 

9. Any member who shall be more than two years in arrear with his subscription 
shall lose his privilege of angling. 

CEES OS 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 

Orders punctually attended to.—(ADY1.) 


Pitfour House is not far off ; the private’ 
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OCCASIONAL NOTES. 
As will be seen from our Correspondence columns, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, 
President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, has called a public 
meeting of all anglers interested in the question of fishing from weirs on the 
Thames. Wo hope some reasonable proposal will be carried unanimously, as 
we have good reason to believe that the Thames Conservancy Board will give 
favourable consideration to whatever the T.A.P.S. recommend. 
* * * * 

The United States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries has again furnished 
unquestionable proof of his willingness to assist in promoting the welfare of 
the fisheries of this country, having lately forwarded to the National Fish Cul- 
ture Association 30,000 land-locked salmon ova, and a further consignment of 
white fish eggs. The latter were sent at the kind instigation of the Marquis 
of Lorne, who evinces considerable interest in the acclimatisation of Trans- 
Atlantic fishes in Great Britain. We are glad to learn that his lordship has 
consented to become, not only one of the Vice-presidents, but a member of 
the Executive Council of the National Fish Culture Association. 

* * * * * 


A correspondent at Great Malvern says: “In reply to your letter, I write 
to say we have no water near us—at all events, fishable water—that is not pre- 
served. Indeed, there is no fishing to be got (except coarse fish) within the 
ten-mile circuit named in your letter. The Teme (where not buried in bushes 
and jungle) is almost a private stream in most places within easy reach of 


Malvern, and the Severn is poached and harried incessantly, spite of bailiffs ' 


and watchers. Your friend would do better on the Wye, by going to Hereford 
and working on as far as Ross. It isa noble river, and, I believe, well stocked 
with trout. The riparian landowners are, I hear, very courteous towards bond 
fide anglers (not pot-hunters !), and readily grant permission on presentation 
of acard. I myself go in principally for salmon fishing, so am writing from 
information at second-hand.” 

4e * * * 3 *® | 

We have no doubt this information will be useful to many of our readers, 
and we are much obliged to our correspondent for the trouble he has taken to 
reply to our inquiries. 

* x x * * 

Ts it true that gravel is taken wholesale out of the bed of ithe Itchen and used 
for building purposes? If so, how long will it take to ruin this fine trout 
stream where this done ? 

* * x * * 

Mr. T. Andrews, of Westgate House, Guildford, sends us particulars of an 
extraordinary instance of quick growth of a Salmo fontinalis in one of his 
ponds. ‘It was hatched in Feb., 1882, and caught April 7, 1885. It was 18in. 
long, 52in. deep, and 12in. in girth, and weighed 3lb. loz. In places suited to 
them they grow rapidly, and I think that they are worth cultivating in ponds.” 
We have always said that they do well in ponds with clear water running 
through and plenty of food ; but would not our own trout de as well under 
similar circumstances ? 

*% * * * * 

Mr. 8. Howarth, of 184, Station-road, Burton-on-Trent, has patented a very 
ingenious form of the Nottingham winch—‘t The New Ball-bearing Winch,” he 
calls it. The advantages he claims for it are that “no matter in what position 
it is held it has an equal bearing, which is not the case with the centre pin 
winch, and by tightening the cones it can be made to work stiff or easy at 
pleasure ; the price of a 4in. size is 12s. 6d.” We have not had an opportunity 
of trying the winch, but it appears to be all its inventor says it is, and it cer- 
tainly runs freely in any position, Mr. Howarth also sends us samples of his 
three halfpenny and twopenny mounted lines for juvenile piscators. You get 
a good hook on gut, 1} yards of silk line, and a capital float, all done upon a 
winder, for 2d. Mr. H. sells large quantities of these wholesale. That mythical 
being, the rustic, who, with bent pin and bit of thread, always catches more 
fish than your well-appointed angler, will have some chance of earning his 
reputation with such lines as these, to be had almost for nothing. 

* * * * 


Messrs. Nutting and Co., 70, Edgbaston-street, Birmingham, write: “ By 
this post we send you one of our patented fly-cast protecting books for your 
notice. It is intended to do away with the necessity of putting the cast of flies 
round the hat, which we find many gentlemen object todo.” We never met anyone 
who objected to put his cast round his hat ; in fact, anglers seem rather proud 
of doing so than otherwise. It is not a good plan to keep your flies exposed to 
a blazing hot sun all day—it fades the colours. Then on Sunday you don’t 
want your flies on your hat if go to church or chapel, and Messrs. Nutting’s 
invention would then be useful. As it will only hold one or two casts, it is 
not quite so convenient as the other fly-cast holder which we have noticed as 
sent us by an Edinburgh firm ; still, many anglers will prefer Messrs. Nutting’s 
as being far stronger, and protecting the wings of the flies better. 

* * * * * 


Our Kidderminster correspondent writes: “A very curious circumstance 
came under my notice the other day. One of our members, while fishing for 
trout with worm, left his rod to fish for him while he went to get a refresher. 
On taking up bis rod again he found a 41b. bream on—a male fish, in good con- 
dition. On being opened, the fish was found to have a hook imbedded in its 
flesh, with twelve yards of fine silk line attached to it, rolled up into a ball.” 
Finding the line was a nuisance, the fish evidently did the best thing possible 
under the circumstances—swallowed it. 

Bs EN a ae ae 

Upwards of 3,000 yearling Loch Leven trout have this week been sent out 
from the Manor Fishery, and that without a single death, despite some of 
the journeys being very long. They were very fine fish, running up to Gin, in 
_ length. 

+ * * * * 

In the Yorkshire Post of April 15 we find an able and temperate article on the 
question of “ River Pollution,” which deserves attention. 
Es eo $ % 2 

Mr. W. Murdoch, our able correspondent at Aberdeen, informs us that he has 
no objection to give information direct by letter to any of our readers thinking 
of going to the North-Hast of Scotland, including the Dee, Don, Deyeron, 
Ythan, Ugie, &c., &c. His address is 164, Crown-street, Aberdeen. We have 
had practical experience of his thorough acquaintance with these streams, and 
his great knowledge of the best flies, &c. 

* * * * * 

*T was ever thus! Just when anglers are beginning to fully appreciate the 
advantages of being waited on by the fresh, smiling, and often lovely daughter 
of “mine host,” that young damsel goes and gets married. There was Miss 
Kendall, daughter of the late landlord of the Bruce Arms, Tanfield, on the 
Yore, admired and respected by all who knew her ; now we learn she has 
_ deserted Tanfield, and has become the wife of an angler and fly-dresser, 
Mr. G. E. Cherici. 


Mr. Cherici has opened a fishing-tackle business in Bondgate, Darlington, 
and sends us some samples of his excellent north-country trout and grayling 
flies. We understand he is well acquainted with Yorkshire trout streams, and 
will give any information in his power—i.e., to customers. It is too much to 
expect a fishing-tackle maker to thrive on answering questions while you buy 
your flies elsewhere. 

* * * * * 

“T read in ‘ Herodotus’ that the ancient Persians held rivers in such yenera- 
tion that they would not even wash their hands in them or spit in them for 
fear of corrupting them. We not only empty all our mountains of filth in 
them, but we throttle them off in their sources by stripping the land of its 
forest covering.” So writes Jolin Burroughs, author of ‘“ Wake Robin,” and 
one of the most pleasant writers America has produced. 

* * Bo * * 


Far and away more important than the redistribution of seats is the redis- 
tribution of our sewage, and it would be well for this country if we could 
infuse a little “ancient Persian” reverence for pure water into our legis- 
lators. 

oY % % te % 

In the graphic accounts of the royal visit to Ireland which are appearing in 
the Daily News, anglers will find much to interest them ; nor is this to be won- 
dered at, considering they are written by Mr. Wm. Senior (‘‘ Red Spinner’). 
Special correspondents, as a rule, do not burden themselves with over-much 
luggage ; but we would wager that in addition to the proverbial toothbrush, 
at least a fly-book and a winch would be found in the modest handbag of the 
special correspondent of the Daily News. We hope he may have had occasion 
tousethem. Here is an interesting item from his letter from Mallow : “ Apart, 
however, from the perpetual presence of the shining stream almost within sight 
of the carriage windows, the Princess of Wales had a special reason for regard- 
ing the Blackwater with grateful interest. After arriving at Convamore last 
evening, there being an hour and a half of daylight remaining, the Prince and 
Princess, with the gentlemen of the party, went to a favourite pool below Lord 
Listowel’s mansion, and, one of the party succeeding in rising a fish, the rod was 
handed to the Princess, who thereupon had the pleasure of killing a freshly-run 
salmon of 12lb. weight. The Blackwater is a famous opening river, and to-day 
anglers might be seen waist-deep, commanding good casts. The Princess was 
probably more successful than they, for the cold night and low water have made 
sport bad everywhere.” 

‘K 


* * % 
Tt is to be hoped that 12lb. Irish salmon landed by the Princess of Wales 
has been sent to be set up. 

* * * * * 


The chief topic of conversation in the United Kingdom is whether war with 
Russia is ‘to be, or not to be,” and anglers are not behind the general body in 
the deep interest taken in this question. War is divided by a wide gulf from 
the peaceful pursuits of the angler ; but if it should become necessary, there 
would be little difficulty in organising a volunteer corps of anglers, as efficient 
and far stronger in numbers than that of the “ Artists.’ The English, Scotch, 
and Irish angling clubs could, in a very short time, offer the Government the 
services of at least fifty thousand men accustomed to roughing it in all kinds of 
weather, and taught ‘“‘from their youth up ” the advantages of “ quick striking.” 
Nelson, an ardent fly-fisher, used to say, ‘‘ When in doubt, fight.” We have no 
doubt whatever that anglers would be found quite ready to fight, if necessary, 
and it is impossible to say what a war with Russia may develop into. The 
only consolation is to know the whole empire will be with us ; home politics 
are forgotten when we have to meet a foe like Russia. 


* * * * * 


We regret to see there is a falling off in the members of the Gala Angling 
Association on account of the restrictions put on angling by the local gentry. 
Mr. William Wilson, who has been treasurer for a quarter of a century, has 
resigned, and the club intend to make some tangible acknowledgment of his 
seryices, 

* * * * *% 

Anglers frequently write asking us to recommend some good general fly which 
can be used at any time of the season on any trout and grayling water. Mr. 
James Ogden, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, has dressed to our pattern 
a fly which he calls “‘ Marston’s Fancy,” which will, we think, meet the case as 
far as any one fly can be expected to. Mr. Ogden says: ‘I never saw a fly I 
liked better, and so all my customers say who have seen it.” Our idea was to 
combine in one fly what we consider the best features of two or three standard 
trout flies, and Mr. Ogden has carried out the idea admirably. As many of our 
readers dress their own flies, we give the dressing : Wings, from Moorhen wing 
(as often used in the Iron Blue) ; body, hare’s flax, ribbed with yellow silk, and 
yellow silk at head of fly ; legs, two turns of a red cock’s hackle, put on close 
under wings at shoulder ; three strands of a Blue Dun hackle as whisks ; one, or 
at most two, turns of flat silver tinsel at end of body. Can be dressed small or 
large for river or loch fishing, and Mr. Ogden makes them both on eyed and 
ordinary hooks. It will be seen the fly is, as we said, merely a combination of 
standard patterns—chiefly the Hare’s Ear Dun, the Yellow Dun, and the Iron 
Blue ; but, as Mr. G. J. Haton, of Starkholmes, says, we think it only requires 
“a trial from gentlemen who can,fish to prove its killing powers.” 


* * * * * 


The rearing pond and watercourse at Sunbury being ready for the reception 
of the young fry, several thousands of trout and land-locked salmon will be 
turned in by Mr. Thomas Spreckley on Saturday afternoon, April the 25th, at 
ee o'clock. The stream is situated ou the Surrey side, close to the Sunbury 
Lock, 





TMPORTANT PROSECUTION AT DORRINGTON (SHREWSBURY).—At the Dorrington 
Petty Sessions, on Friday last, three men, Frederick Littlehales, Thos. Bryan, and T. 
Rowley, were summoned by the Severn Fishery Board for using certain nets and 
coracles within the fishery district that were not branded with the letters 8S. F. D. 
(viz., Severn Fishery District), and numbered in accordance with a by-law, passed 
by the Severn Board, whereby “ All boats, coracles, and nets shall either be branded 
or have a label attached ‘to some {prominent part.” Colonel Corbett, Sir F. Smyth, 
and Colonel’ Stuart were the magistrates on the bench. Mr. Hawley Edwards, on 
behalf of the Board, explained the nature of the offence, and said that each of the 
men were, in the early part of last season, served with notice of the by-law by the 
late river-watcher, The Chairman said that the defendants had all been convicted 
several times before ; they would therefore be fined the full penalty—viz,, £5 each 
and costs, or twenty-one days’ imprisonment. 


AN issue, in sixpenny parts, will be shortly published by Messrs, Cassell and 


Company of ‘ The Illustrated Book of Pigeons,” by R. Fulton, with fifty coloured 
plates, specially executed for the work, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





GrRousE.—It depends greatly on the make of the fly and the nature of the water ; but 
we should say a well-made fly ought to kill ten brace of trout before becoming 
unserviceable. We have killed more than 15 brace with the same fly, If dressed 
on eyed-hooks, flies will last twice as long as if tied on gut, unless you adopt the 
plan advocated by Mr. Dunbar, of Inverness. A well-made salmon fly ought 
to kill twenty or thirty fish ; but ina rocky, wooded stream it gets knocked to 
pieces much sooner, of course, than in an open slow river. 

W. EpwaArps.—The Wandle does not open until the 1st of May. 

C, AusTING.—Fishing for coarse fish commences on June 16 in the Thames, and 


closes with March 14, Glad you like the paper. 
Corres 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. } 


EYED-HOOKS, &c. 

Srr,—With regard to the turned-down eye Mr. Pennell has just mentioned, will 
you allow me to say that Mr. Bankart and I experimented with these eyes five years 
ago? The inclosed hooks, which I turned myself in 1881, aresome of the same lot I 
sent you a few months ago when the “ twist-point ” was being discussed. As far as 
I remember, the suggestion originally came from Mr. Bankart about June, 1879, and, 
after trying all sorts of eyes, we came to the conclusion that there was very little 
objection to the turned-up eye, and that it was less unsightly than other patterns. 
When I had hooks sent to me in the soft state, two years afterwards, I went in for 
divers experiments—more out of curiosity than anything else—and the inclosed hooks 
are some I then operated on. 

With regard to the other points Mr. Pennell has recently written about, it may 
have escaped his memory that, during last year, two knots for attaching the gut to 
eyed-hooks were figured in the GAzrE?TTE, and fully described. I am not alluding to 
the much-maligned “in-and-out process,’’ but to others, where the gut only goes once 
through the eye. One of these was almost exactly like the knot now recommended by 
Mr. Pennell, only it had the additional security of a small knot at the extreme end 
of the gut. I cannot lay hands just now on the number of the GAZETTE in which 
this knot was described—I lend my angling papers a good deal ; some of them never 
come back, and others get misplaced. My impression is that the notice I am refer- 
ring to appeared in May or June. But there are other knots equally good and as 
easy to tie, and that without any “ fly-protector” ; these have been in vogue to my 
knowledge for five years, and are always used by some of the best anglers ix 
Hampshire. For myself, I use the “in-and-out process” generally, (1) because 1 
never found the smallest difficulty with it, and it is the first knot I ever tried ; (2) 
because it fills up the eye better, and is less liable to friction ; and (3) because I am 
of opinion that a fly knotted with gut twice through the eye stands a good deal more 
whipping than one fastened to the gut by any of the other methods. 

Tam glad to see Mr. Pennell introducing a new shape of eyed-hook, as it is im- 
possible to please every one with the same pattern, and now anglers can take their 
choice. At the same time, I hope Mr. Pennell will not think me hypercritical in 
reminding him how his opinions have changed during the last twelve months. I 
have a letter addressed to me by Mr. Pennell, on April 10th, 1884, in which the 
relative merits of his own patterns and mine were discussed. I do not (without per- 
mission) feel at liberty to quote from this letter; but Mr. Pennell praised the 
“ Snecky-Limerick” pattern in a way which showed that, except for the twist-point 
(which was not very strongly objected to), he was inclined to hold it in greater esti- 
mation for fly-fishing than his own pattern. In a subsequent letter the objection to 
the twist-point was considerably toned down. In the last number of the GAZDTTE, 
if Iam not mistaken, Mr. Pennell has returned to his own old pattern. I don’t 
mention it for the purpose of being critical ; but I have been perplexed again and 
again during the last phases of this discussion on hooks. Then, to the best of my 
belief, when Mr. Pennell first objected to eyed-hooks, it was because the turned-up 
eye was so conspicuous and “ unfly-like,” and particularly in the smallest sizes, So 
that for these tiny hooks especially, it was proposed to substitute needle-eyed hooks. 
Amongst others, I ventured to predict that they would be found unsuitable, as no gut 
would be found fine enough to thread the needle eye. So-it has turned out: the 
needle eyes have been abandoned as hopeless for the smallest sizes, and retained for 
the larger. But, as the only objection I have ever heard raised against the loop eyes 
was with reference to their use for small delicate flies, and as I am not aware that 
the needle eyes possess any advantages whatever (except as regards their size) over 
the loop eyes, and most undoubtedly have some very obvious disadvantages, I cannot 
see what good there can be in a double system of eyed-hooks. Is it atall likely that 
anglers, who in their small-fly fishing accustom themselves to the use of the loop 
eyes, will ever feel disposed to use needle eyes for May flies or other large flies? [ 
think not; and at present, I must confess, I am in a state of bewilderment, and 
cannot master the rationale of the needle-eyed system in the least.—I am, Xc., 

April 11. H.8. HALL. 

[The hooks figured in Mr. Pennell’s article last week are an improvement, he con- 
siders, on his “old pattern,” and some samples we have seen of the hooks themselves 
lead us to think very highly of them.—Eb. | 


TURNED-UP AND TURNED-DOWN EYED-HOOKS, &c. 


Srr,—Mr. Pennell seems to think that the fastening for eyed-hooks explained to 
him by Mr. Farlow, and described in the FisH1nG GAZETTE of March 28th, has not 
appeared in print before. If he will turn to the FISHING GAZETTE of May 17th, 1884, 
he will find the same knot described and illustrated by Mr. George James, the only 
difference being that a small knot is tied at the end of the gut to prevent its 
slipping through, which will certainly make it safer, and not add materially to the 
bulk of the knot above the thorax of the fly. I conclude that Mr. Pennell has 
missed seeing this short letter, and may like to refer to it. 

In reply to the last paragraph (first three lines) of his letter of April 11th in 
reference to twrned-down eyes, 1 believe the only reference to that subject which 
has yet appeared was in my letter of Noy. 15th, 1884, on the subject of “ Needle- 
Eyes v, Turned-Eyes,” in which I described a series of experiments I made with them, 
In paragraph 7 I wrote, “ All that is necessary to obtain a very close imitation (i.e., 
to the appearance in position of the heads of natural flies) is to bend the steel eye of 
the hook downwards instead of upwards, and reverse the ‘in-and-out’ knot : the effect 
of the pull on the point will be almost exactly the same ; the only objection would 
be that in very small hooks the downward slope of the eye would somewhat interfere 
with the space between the shank and point in hooking fish, and that I consider a 
a decided disadvantage.” 

This subject has been for some time in my mind, and correspondence with others ; 
but I did not follow it up, because I felt it would bea nuisance to trouble the 
tackle-makers with fresh alterations. 

Mr. Pennell is quite right in his views of the turned-down eye ; itis right 
theoretically, particularly as regards better direction of pull on the point of the 
hook in striking fish, and more so with gut fastened by the “ single entry ” than the 
“ double entry” knot, because, when the gut goes straight through the eye and is 
fastened behind, with the up-turned eye the pul/ must be ina line with the back of 
the hook wire, and with the down-turned eye it must be in line with the under side 
of the shank; with the “double entry”? knot it makes very little difference, if 
properly tied, 

I differ in opinion with him so far as this, that the larger the hook the greater the 
benefit of the turned-down eye in obtaining a pull on the under side of the shank 
if the eye is turned down sufficiently, In the smallest sizes, 000, 00, and 0, the 


“ gape” of the hook is very small for laying hold of the skin of a trout’s mouth, and 
the turned-down eye would appear to be somewhat in the way of the point taking 
hold, and narrows still further the existing space for hooking. 

The leather parchment, or paper “ Protector,” is an ingenious device for assisting 
those who find a difficulty in knotting without it; but it appears to me a loss of 
time and trouble to use it, as, with very little practice, the wings and hackle can be 
neatly tucked down between the thumb and finger, holding the fly whilst threading the 
gut, and the work done in half the time. 

As regards the various knots in use, [repeat my conviction that a7 knots, however 
fastened off, which pass only once through the eye and fasten behind it, must be 
inferior in safety and durability to the “in-and-out” knot in the most essential 
point-—viz,, the wear and tear of the gut at the head of the fly in repeated casting, 
whether it be “ wet” or “dry” fishing, because, with every turn of the line the gut 
chafes against the steel of the eye through which it passes; whereas, in the 
“in-and-out” knot, the knot under the eye acts as a pad or * buffer” between the 
soft gut and the steel, and protects it from the friction which destroys it. There is 
a slight gain in ease and quickness of knotting by the various “ single entry” knots ; 
but I maintain that the other is the safest, most efficient, and durable, as regards the 
life of the fly when in continual use of casting.—I am, Xc.. 

GEORGE BANKART. 

P.S.—By another week's issue I hope to be able to send samples and give parti- 
culars of eyed-hooks obtainable from another first-class firm of manufacturers, 


EYED HOOKS AND THE QUERY FROM MR, BASIL FIELD. 


Str,—I have just heard of another letter addressed to the GazmTTn, and have 
received a private communication on this subject as well. As I desire to add a few 
remarks, will you kindly hold over my reply to Mr. Field till next week ?—I am, &c., 
GEO. M. KELSON. 

[The letter Mr. Kelson refers to, which we sent on to him, will appear next week. | 
—ED. ] 





RE-TEMPERING HOOKS. 


S1r,—I should be glad to know if there is a simple way of re-tempering hooks ? 
Ihave been altering the bend of some, and find the re-tempering a difficulty. 
—lam, &c., ‘ J. H. WimBusH. 

Leigh House, Hampstead-heath, N.W. 

[Tempering hooks is the great secret of successful hook-making. We fear you 
are not likely to get a reliable temper in them again. Perhaps some hook-maker 
will reply to this query.—ED. | 


PROFESSIONAL FISHERMEN TROUT FISHING. ¢ 


Srr,—It is with regret that I noticed in this week’s FISHING GAZETTE the report 
that two professional fishermen had themselves been personally fishing for trout. 
Can anything (to use the mildest expression) be more unwise and indiscreet? One 
of them, who seems to boast of what he has done, if I recollect rightly, was last 
season condemned for practising the same thing, and I am much surprised after that 
expression by so many anglers that he should immediately at the commencement of 
this season resort to it again ; it looks like treating the body of trout anglers with 
defiance. I was pleased to see, by a paragraph also inserted in this week’s GAZETTE, 
that you have, upon the first intimation of its being done, at once condemned the 
practice. I feel sure that there are but a very few professional fishermen who do it. 
Since the discussion on this question last season, I have come in contact with several 
old and respected fishermen, and they have each condemned the practice, and say 
they “are only too pleased to write and let their patrons know when there are some 
good trout in their neighbourhood, and that it affords them the greatest pleasure to 
see them caught. How could we expect gentlemen to come down time after time 
and get no sport ?—which assuredly they would not if all the fishermen went and 
fished for them when they had no customers. We being always on the spot, know the 
time and place they feed?’ This seemed to me to be wise reasoning, and I only wish 
all professional fishermen would act in that way ; there would then be no cause of 
complaint. I recollect the argument put forward last season by a professional 
fisherman who had been himself catching trout, ‘‘ that it could not be expected that i 
he could stop at home and see his wife and children starve; if gentlemen did not 
come and patronise him, he must go and catch them himself, and sell them to get . 
food for his family.” This excuse,in my judgment, is an unwise one. Better by 
half write post-cards to each of his patrons and to different clubs, and make them 
acquainted with the fact that he knows the whereabouts of some good trout if they 
will only come and fish with him, and by this means I feel confident he would—if he 
was a fisherman whose word could be depended upon—haye plenty of customers, 
and would find it more profitable, and his patrons considerably increased in numbers, 

But now the question is, What course can we anglers pursue to put a stop to this 
slaughtering of what I term the king of fish in the Thames? My advice to anglers 
is—firstly, not to engage any professional fisherman who is known to fish for trout 

by himself. Secondly, in any authentic case of a professional fisherman so acting, 

his name and address should be forwarded to the editors of all fishing publications 

for publicity so that anglers should know him. Thirdly, I would like to see the 

T. A. P. S. put their veto upon it by writing to all fishing publications condemning 
the practice, also in all their books and hand bills that they issue. Fourthly, that 
at the next meeting of the delegates at the Anglers’ Association, a resolution should 
be passed condemning the practice, and to ask each delegate to request the members 
of their respective clubs to report any case of their having personally witnessed a 
professional fisherman fishing for trout; and I believe by these means those few 
fishermen who do practise it will see that it does not meet with the approval of 
anglers in general, and that it will be detrimental to their interest to continue to do 
it, and if they do, all their patrons will leave them. I regret occupying so much of 
your valuable space ; but the importance of the question is my only excuse. In con- 
clusion, I do hope that you will use your powerful pen to put down this unwise 
practice.—l am, &c., : W, EYDMANN, 

Acton Piscatorial Society. 














THAMES PROFESSIONALS ANGLING. 


Sir,—G. Lumsden gives a graphic account (unblushingly) of his doings in your 
issue of April 11th. I am told of another fisherman, a near neighbour (Staines), 
netting trout last year in the Colne. These fish were kept alive to supply 
unsuccessful fishermen : may not Lumsden’s performances be in the same direction ? 
Would not the adage, “ If there were no receivers there would be no thieves” apply? 

It is my opinion these men are encouraged by a few pot-hunters—would-be 
gentlemen fishers. The same thing is done jack-fishing on the Norfolk Broads. 
Gentlemen (save the mark) write a few days before to the fisherman to say they are 
coming to fish; said fishermen go outa night or two and lay trimmers, and get a 
good supply of jack ready for gentlemen when they come. 

This remark does not apply to all, only a few ; but it is done both in Thames and 
Norfolk Broads, and the sooner it is discontinued the better, as it is a very , 
unfishermanlike way of fishing.—I am, Xc., W.S. | 








Srr,—According to various reports which appear in your valuable paper of the 
11th inst,, there seems to be a deal of acrimonious, and I must say jealous, ill-feeling — 
shown, because I, a professional fisherman, have caught the largest trout (up to the 
present) of the season, and one of the leading piscatorial societies have, on the 
strength of it, passed a resolution to the effect that none of the members shall 
employ a fisherman “ that is known to fish for trout for himself.” That resolution 
I have not anything to say against ; but as one story holds good till another is told, 
I haye ventured to ask you, in all justice, to publish my version of the affair, 
which, to be brief, isas follows :—On Easter Monday Mr, H. St. John engaged me to 


Aprit 18, 1885.] 





go trout-fishing with him from Teddington Weir. After spinning about five hours 
in company with him, at his own request—not, as one of your correspondents state, 
“leaving my patron to amuse himself with a live-bait in some bit of a backwater” 
(at Teddington Weir)—I hooked the trout, and immediately offered the rod to Mr. 
St. John ; but that gentleman, seeing it was a large fish, and not having had much 
experience in fishing for trout from big weirs, declined taking it out of my hands, 
requesting me to land it, which, after a good fight, I accomplished successfully. The 
fish, when weighed, scaled 91b. 140z.—not 8#lb. as stated in one of your reports. 

I may state that Mr. St. John is fully prepared to authenticate all I have written. 
Apologising for having to trouble you in the matter,—I am, &c., 


Teddington. BEN STEVENS. 


{ We have no objection to Mr, Ben Stevens as one of the public fishing for himself 
and by himself. What we do object to is Mr. Stevens, as a professional fisherman, 
killing Thames trout. He should have told Mr. St. John that many gentlemen were 
anxious to fish from the weir, and it would be unfair for him to fish_—ED. | 





THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Srr,—I have much pleasure in carrying out the instructions of my committee by 
forwarding you the following copy of a resolution passed by them :—‘ Resolved that 
the Committee of ‘The Anglers’ Association’ desire to tender their hearty thanks to 
R. B. Marston, Esq., for the publicity and support afforded them during their year 
of office by the FISHING GAZETTE, and for the kindly interest he is now showing, 
and has from the first shown, in the welfare of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.”— 
I am, &e., PHILIP GEEN, Chairman. 





THE T.A.P.S. AND THE THAMES WEIRS. 

S1R,—With reference to the fact of the weirs being closed from the use of 
anglers, there is no doubt the Board of Thames Conservancy have had great cause 
for complaint for damages the weirs have sustained. 

I have, therefore, considered it desirable to call a meeting of those who are 
interested in angling for trout from the weirs, for the purpose of suggesting some 
arrangement to the Conservators as would enable them to meet the wishes of the 
anglers, and prevent a recurrence of any further complaints. 

The meeting will be held in the Prince of Wales’ Salon at the Holborn 
Restaurant, 218, High Holborn, on Thursday next, April 23rd, at three o'clock 
precisely, when all anglers interested in the movement are invited to attend.—I am. 
&e., THOMAS SPRECKLEY, President. 

7, Ironmonger-lane, Cheapside, April 16th. 


FLAX-WASTE FOR WORMS. 


S1r,—I see some of your correspondents cannot succeed with flax-waste for worms. 
I procured a lot some time ago, and a month yesterday placed about four or five 
gross of worms in some of it. To-day I examined them; they are in first-class 
condition—hard, quite lively, and of good colour, and show better results than I ever 
obtained from moss. 

I thoroughly saturated the waste, and as a convenient receptacle, placed that and 
the worms ina round American cheese-box. 

Tam quite sanguine of continued success, and a clear-water worm-fisher can only 
appreciate my satisfaction at feeling that I need now have no fear for a supply of 
bait during the hot months. 

I procured the waste from Mr. Fletcher, 10, Commercial-street, Leeds, who 
supplied me with directions for use as well.—I am, &c., BITTERN, 





SALMON-FISHING IN THE TRENT. 


S1r,—The weather for the Easter Holidays was dreadfully disappointing to 
anglers—plenty of storms of wind and rain. Nevertheless, salmon-fishermen 
mustered in strong force, but with no result. Itried very hard for two days, and 
caught nothing but a severe cold. The weather is settling down, and the riverin 
better order. On Thursday a nice bit of sport was obtained. Mr. Hibbert and Mr, 
Scapeness. of Derby, caught two fish in the Shardlow”length 19lb. and 223Ib. 
respectively ; Mr. Ley, of Barrow, landed another grand fish of 2431b, at Weston. 

IT hear of a 20lb. fish being caught at Colwick, and another of 21lb., caught at 
Sawley Weir, by young Sir John Crewe. I send you a report of the Trent Board of 
Conservators for 1884.—I am, &«., A, W. 

April 13th. 








- TOO EARLY TROUT-FISHING. 

Srr,—Permit me to ask, Did your correspondent, “ Paradox,’ catch trout last 
February from the river Itchen? If not, I fail to see upon what ground he in- 
dulges in his strange questionings, and uses such ugly terms towards those whose 
experience teaches them that on certain rivers, or rather stretches of certain rivers, 
“too early trout-fishing ”’ is practised. 


It would be well, perhaps, to inform him also that what is done on the Devonshire. 


rivers does not in any way bear upon what should be done on the Hampshire rivers. 
Possibly when “ Paradox ” has had more experience in angling matters he will re- 
cognise the difference in the sport afforded between a well-fed, healthy fish, as com- 
pared witha hungry, lean, prostrate spawner, and that the laws protecting all 
kinds of game that are conducive to the sport of man during certain seasons should 
be observed by sportsmen in regard to trout. But doubtless the remarks made by 
your correspondent were intended to call attention to the ill-formed laws that 
regulate the trout fisheries. There is no doubt but that in some rivers the fish are 
later than in others, whilst seasons vary. The principal fishery proprietors, owners of 
quite nine-tenths of the river Itchen, judge of the proper time tocommence fishing by 
the fitness of the fish for their tables and in their own judgments consider the 
1stof April for their waters the proper time to commence.—I am, &c., WINCHESTER. 





MIRROR CARP SCALES FOR FLIES’ WINGS. 

S1r,—I have to thank your correspondent, James Macnee, for his prompt, although 
contradictory (on his part), reply to my note in the “ F. G.” of March 28th. In the 
“FF. G.” of March 14th, Macnee tells us that the mirror carp scales are of no use, 
having no thick base, &e. Then, again, in the “F.G.,” April 4th, he states, “ that 
no doubt by the time the May fly appears the mirror carp scale will get a good 
trial ; the toughness requires no trial, as it cannot be torn without cutting with the 
fingernails first, and if Mr. Gosden will send a few scales I will show him an un- 
sinkable fly, four wings outstretched, which I imagine will be indestrictable and 
last a season.” In the same letter he also states: “ When I said the mirror carp 
scale was of no use, I distinctly meant for small flies.” Why did he not say so? 
He then again goes on to say: ‘‘ Yes, I am astonished to hear Mr. Gosden used 
“carp ” scales for flies’ wings so long ago as 30 years back, and consider it a pity we 
should only hear of it now. Perhaps my invention is, after all, only like many 
more inventions—an idea that strikes two minds at once.” 

Mr. Macnee no doubt thinks me a very odd fish ; but his lines are not taking enough 
for me, leaving out the flies. If he will only just refer back to the “F.G.” of the 
28th ult., he will there find that I made flies 30 years back from “chub” scales (not 
“carp,” as he wishes your readers to understand), thus showing, although as an 
amateur, that I made fly wings from ‘fish scales some years before the pike scale 
was thought of. At any rate, Mr. Editor, I inclose you a few of the identical scales, 
taken from a chub 30 years ago ; they have never been prepared, and certainly have 
not improved much in appearance, but when soaked in water are as tough 
as ever. This hint may be of service to your correspondent ; and, apologising for 
intruding so far upon your valuable space, allow me to say all that I require is the 
truth and fair play.—I am, &c., FRANK GOSDEN. 

Fish Culturist to His Guace the Duke of Wellington, 
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THE AMBERLEY AND PULBOROUGH EXCURSION. 

S1r,—As the probable cessation of the ‘“ Amberley and Pulborough Excursion” 
has caused great commotion, not only in angling circles generally, but also ina 
great degree amongst bond fide excursionists, many of whom have for years 
made this and adjoining villages their resort on Sundays and all spare occasions, it 
may not be out of place to inform your readers that great efforts have been made 
from this end to support the continuance of the excursion, and that a petition, 
influentially signed, has this day been forwarded to the proper quarter. 

Mr. Clout suggested the idea, and Mr. H. Ratley promptly acted upon it by having 
the petition drawn up and vigorously circulated. Indeed, to Mr. Ratley and Mr. 
Slatter (of the Black Rabbit ), both familiar personages to many of your readers, 
great praise is due for the number and weight of the signatures obtained in so short 
atime. So that, even should this petition be without result, it will tend to show 
your readers that the “natives” are not altogether neglecting the “ Londoners’ ” 
interests. I say “their” interests advisedly, for although, as an able correspondent 
and no less able angler stated in your columns a few weeks back, these excursionists 
certainly circulate a lot of money, the villagers are not dependent on their coming 
to the extent he would seem to believe ; and I would also remind this gentleman 
that he quoted only the winter local saying—viz., the answer to the question, ‘‘Where 
do you live?” “Amberley. God help us.” The summer version being, ‘ Amberley. 
Where would you live?” 

Trusting you will find space in your column to insert this perhaps too long epistle, 
—I am, Ke., A BoRN WALTONIAN. 

Amberley, Arundel, April 7. 


STEEL RODS AND REELS. 

Sir,—Cane has been a material in the hands of the tackle-maker for over two 
centuries, and cane rods are at last said on all sides to be perfect. 

This being so, it is time for the rod-maker to look out for new material, and I 
strongly advise British and Irish rod-makers to turn their best attention to steel as 
anew material for rod-making, and to be the first in the world for its adoption. 

Steel bicycle spokes and umbrella ribs have paved the way for its introduction 
into rod-making, and there never wasa time when angling novelties were so popular, 
so sought for, and so bought. Steel rods and steel reels ought to be the order of the 
day. 

The first mention I can find of cane as a rod-making material is in the first edition 
of Cheetham’s “ Angler’s Vade Mecum,” 1681, page 2, where he says “the cane or 
reed rod is best, which should be 4 yards and Qin. of cane,” &c. Hawkins, in his 
,_ 1760 edition of Walton, speaks of cane rods as being well known “ at all the fishing- 
tackle shops in London,” page 284, note. 

William Blacker, in the second edition of his “Art of Fly-Making,” 1855, pages 
82-3, makes the first mention I know of split-cane rods. He says, “The beautiful 
rent and glued-up bamboo-cane fly-rods, which I turn out to the greatest perfection, 
are very valuable, as they are both light and powerful, and throw the line with 
great facility. The cane for these rods must be of the very best description, or they 
will not last any time. They will last for years if properly made, and of course the 
fisher must take care of them,” &c. 

Mr. Francis Francis dismisses cane summarily in one line: “ Bamboo rods were 
tried and proved a failure.” ‘ Angling,” 3rd edition, p. 303. 

“Steel works” and “steel pivots” are named as component parts of his reels by 
Mr. Cummins, Bishop Auckland, the tackle maker, in his catalogue, 8th edition, 
n.d., p. 46. 

Messrs. Hardy-Bros., Fenkle-street, Alnwick, say in their 1884 Catalogue, p. 23, 
speaking of reels, ‘‘ The ratchet is steel, and so are the screws with which the reel is 
put together.” Of their steel-centred split-cane rods they say, page 29, “ These 
hardened spring steel-centred (sic) rods are the most powerful produced, and they 
are practically indestructible (sic) . When we say that the steel is first 
made to a perfect taper, then hardened by tempering so that it can be coiled up, and 
when released will fly perfectly straight, some idea may be formed of the immense 
power obtained.” 

This is a slight contribution to the literature of cane and steel in rod and reel- 
making. I commend its use for both rods and reels to our British and Irish tackle. 
makers, and I hope the first in the field may make name and fortune as well as 
tackle.—I am, Xc., ScREW JOINT. 

[ Will some scientific reader kindly say if the risk of being struck by lightning is 
greater with a steel than with a wood rod?—ED. | 





THE FENCE MONTHS. 

S1r,—If anything more is wanted to prove that anglers alongside a river is its 
best protection, your correspondent (“ Novice’s” letter) should supply the want, for 
no doubt had “ Novice” not been at hand the jack would have been snared by the 
poachers. Anglers should throw off that morbid feeling of being ashamed to be 
seen with the rod simply because a certain number stick to Mundella’s imperfect 
Fence Act. Isay let all try to get at least a six months’ close time against the nets, 
also sale of fish owt of season ; then the rods could be most thoroughly fenced by 
each club, and by the owners of subscription waters, &c., according to the nature 
and habits of each kind of fish, It is done successfully with trout; then why not 
with all other fish ? 

I would rather see an angler roaching in March and April than taking out his rod 
onJunel6th. Ihave seen heavy takes of barble and bream before they have spawned 
by opening the river in June. 

I feel certain anglers would not bag a fish out of season they could not weigh in at 
their club: and how many eat the fish they catch? Not one angler ina hundred ; 
therefore, they would not be taken for the pot. 

Let me tell ‘‘ Observer” there was no harm done by the man he mentioned fishing 
for roach at Day’s water end of March, for, to my knowledge of roach taken this 
Easter, the roach are not within six weeks yet of spawning, and yet this had been 
ov vf the exceptional mild winters. It will take two months, dating from March 15, 
to thoroughly warm the water in the Lea and all other deep rivers. 

If anyone should doubt this fact, let them take a plunge and feel for themselves 
in either April or May.—I am, &c., Abie kd 





KELTS, OR FRESH-RUN BULL TROUT. 

S1r,—I have, for some weeks, along—no doubt, with many others of your readers— 
been looking for a reply to a question put by your Pickering correspondent respect- 
ing the recent takes of bull trout in the Coquet. The question was as to whether 
the fish were fresh-run or simply kelts. Seeing no answer, I have taken some 
trouble to ascertain ; and I find, as I from the first suspected, that they were nothing 
else but kelts, one of my informants going so far as to give £5 for every fresh-run 
fish that could be found above Pape’s locks at Warkworth. 

The other day I heard of a man having four large ones in his possession at 
Acklington station, more like eels than salmon, I was told ; and, to use the expression 
of my friend, “ almost thin enough for boot-laces.” The glowing accounts we have 
had of the “ takes” of these fish from time to time will be fresh in the memory of 
all ; and my object in writing is to see if some suggestion is not forthcoming to put 
a stop to the slaughter of fish, the condition of which renders them really only fit 
for the dung-heap. Do they call themselves sportsmen who take them? I would 
like to know ; and what, in the name of all that is reasonable, do they do with them 
when they get them home? 

This business is about on a level with that which takes place amongst the Scotch 
trout through the winter, by gentlemen (?) who are not ashamed, because there 
happens to be no law to prevent them, to let their names stand before a “ big take” 
of wretched trout, which have, unfortunately for themselvesand all true sportsmen, 
been driven by a flood from their spawning beds to within the reach of these ever- 
lasting pot-hunters—for surely they deserve no better name,—I am, &c., 

FAIR PLAY. 
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WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

S1r,—I paid a visit to Wimbledon Lake last Sunday ; the old game has begun with 
the carp. Last Friday a gentleman hooked and lost two good fish. The water is 
now quite clear of. weeds. Several anglers were trying for bream, but these fish 
refused every lure, and this cannot be wondered at, considering how terribly cold 
these biting East winds must make the water. Harper, the keeper, told me he shot 
a teal some six weeks ago, and before he could get to it with his boat it was taken 
down by a huge jack. He says the fish must have been 15lb, or 16lb, in weight.— 
Iam, Xc., M, A. 





RECIPES FOR DRESSING LINES. 

Srr,—In your issue of March 28th I noticed Mr. Walton gave some recipes for 
waterproofing lines, and said that he had no idea from what paper he gathered 
them. 

Thinking that he would like to know where they were, together with some recipes 
for staining gut, I now write to say that they were published in the Boys’ Own 
Paper of February 19th, 1881, Vol. ILL, No. 110, TI have tried the first of those he 
gives, and found that it makes a good smooth dressing, and renders the line very 
durable and thoroughly waterproof.—I am, Xc., E. M, Barton, 

Ware. 

{Then they were probably collected by J. H. Keene—Ep. | 


FISHING FROM BOURNEMOUTH PIER. 

Srr,—In answer to your correspondent, I was staying at Bournemouth last year, 
and seeing some young gentlemen fishing with hand lines from the pier, I fetched 
my rod and tried from the further end, as I am accustomed to do from Dover and 
Deal piers. It was not long before the pier-master came and informed me that rod 
and line fishing was not allowed, only hand lines. I remonstrated; but he showed 
me the printed rules as exhibited on the pier, and was only doing his duty. I visited 
one of the Pier Commissioners and explained that at Deal and Great Yarmouth 
anglers paid threepence extra per day, and advised a similar concession. My appeal 
was successful. I paid threepence next day, and with rod, line, and gut paternoster 
caught three smelts, so I had my money’s-worth. The pier-master told me they had 
no regular tide at Bournemouth, and in consequence very few large fish visited the 
locality. I met with great civility from all the officials. The best baits are the 
beards of oysters, lug worms, and boiled peeled shrimps.—I am, Ke,, 

T. R. Sacus, 


FOOD OF CARP. 

Str,—Noticing in a recent issue the report on the results of investigations 
as to the food of carp, and knowing very little about that fish, I turned to 
my authorities on fish, and I think the discovery of what I may term the carnivorous 
propensities of the carp is not as new as would be supposed from the notice in your 
paper. 

, Donovan (“ British Fishes,” Vol. V. 1808) says “these fish live chiefly on aquatic 
insects, worms and plants.” 

Yerrell (1841) gives insects, worms, and the softer parts of plants. 

Couch (‘ British Fishes,”) says, “ food of the carp occasionally worms and insects— 
even known to devour small fish, observed of young individuals and when in confine- 
ment.” Quoting from the Zoologist of 1860 he also adds, ‘ more usually vegetables.” 

Best, in his book on fishing, seems to consider them carnivorous, giving worms, 
caddis, and grasshoppers for the baits, and chicken guts and so on as the ground, 
bait. 

The Angler Naturalist considers them the least ‘carnivorous of all fish, but has 
met instances of small fish being disgorged. 

Buckland, in his ‘ British Fishes,” gives insects and small plants. ‘ 

Apropos of the eating of small fish by carp,a friend of mine, when fishing for 
perch with a live minnow last summer, captured a tench about 41b. weight. 

Amongst other books I referred to Badham’s ‘“ Halientics,” and find that he men- 
tions carp as being, on the Continent, frequently carried to almost any distance in 
damp moss with a mouthful of bread “ steeped in brandy.” This is interesting as 
slightly bearing on the giving of spirits to bait to make them lively.—I am, &c., 

APRIL Dun, 





CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The monthly committee meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening last, April 13 ; the previous Monday being Haster Monday 
was the cause of the meeting being a week later than usual. There was a full 
attendance of the committee, and some most important business was transacted. 
The minutes of the previous committee meeting having been read and passed, the 
president, Mr. P. Geen, submitted a most exhaustive report of the work done by 
the association during the past year, embracing its present position and future 
prospects. The committee were unanimous in passing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Geen for his able report, and ordered the same to be printed. A preliminary peep 
into the balance-sheet was the next business, and very good business it proved to be. 
The Anglers’ Association has no cause to fear the future, as, after paying everything 
due and providing for every possible contingency, we shall have a magnificent 
balance in hand to start the new year with. That balance will be utilised in a way 
which we feel sure will be very generally approved, part of it going to assist in re- 
stocking the river Lea (this will be welcome news to all Lea fishermen)—and anglers 
should bear in mind that the Anglers’ Association is now the only one that rents and 
preserves waters in this favourite river. As an earnest of what is intended to be 
done, it may be mentioned that Mr. Ghurney had the pleasure of turning into the 
Lea, at St. Margaret’s, a few days back, a very fine consignment of tench, 58 in 
number, not one of them under 2lb. in weight, many weighing a good deal more, the 
whole weight of fish being 1801b, This splendid lot of tench, cost of netting, con- 
veyance, &c., was the gift of Mr. Geen, all the expenses incidental thereto being at 
his own sole cost. The secretary reported the new concessions granted by the Great 
Eastern Railway Company, to Chelmsford, Hatfield, Peveril, Maldon, and Kelvedon, 
and read the list of fares. Much satisfaction was expressed at this fresh mark of 
confidence on the part of the railway company. On Monday next the first annual 
meeting of the Anglers’ Association will take place at the Foresters’ Hall at 8.30 p.m. 
Delegates are earnestly requested to attend, as there is a large amount of business to 
be got through, and matters of great importance to be settled.—H. J. TIBBATTS, 


No. 2 EASTERN District VisiTineé List. 

The rext district return visit on this list will go to the Crown and Buckland 
Angling Society, held at Mr. Pratt’s, the Middlesex Arms, Clerkenwell-green, on 
Wednesday, April 22nd. As this society has been represented at every meeting since 
the starting of this list, I hope that the clubs will respond to this call in the same 
handsome manner that they have done to all my other visits, and so give Mr, Bur- 
wash the bumper he deserves, The chair will be taken by Mr. J. Penn, the vice- 
chair by Mr, G. Norris, and the business will commence at 8.30. That's good 
business.—F, THORLING. 

WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A very successful visit was paid to the Cobden Club on Thursday, April 9th, 10 
clubs answering the roll-call. The next visit will take place at the Duke of Norfolk 
Angling Club, held at the Blenheim Arms, Blenheim-crescent, Notting-hill, on 
Wednesday next, April 22nd, when I hope to see many old anglers’ faces,— 
J, JENNINGS, visiting officer. 

Lhaye great pleasure in reporting that I received from Mr. Geen, on Saturday 
morning last, at Paddington Station, a present. to the Anglers’ Association. of 58 
handsome tench, from Blenheim Lake, to be placed in the River Lea, which T took 
to St, Margaret’s, where I arrived at 1,40, after having the fish well taken care of 


at Paddington and Liverpool-street, and provided with a plentiful supply of fresh 
water. On my arriyal at St. Margaret's I was met by Mr. F. Longmate, of the Red 
Lion, St. Margaret’s (to whom I had sent atelegram). We at once proceeded to the 
Broad Water, and I placed them in the river one by one, at which they seemed highly 
gratified, as they darted off the moment they touched the water, none the worse for 
the journey they had that morning.. The smallest fish was over 2lb., and many over 
4lb., total weight being over 1801b. This is a valuable consignment to our River 
Lea, as they are all spawning fish, and will have plenty of time to get themselves 
used to their new quarters. Iam pleased to state there was not a single fish that 
was in any way the worse for the journey, They came up in two of the Fish Culture 
Society’s improved carriers. 

The annual delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, April 20th, 
at 8.30, when the annual report and statement of accounts will be presented, 
Delegates will oblige by their attendance. 

GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


The above company, with their usual liberality, having granted the long-wished- 


for concessions on the Chelmsford line, the date when they will come into operation 
will be decided in a few days, when I will forward further particulars. I beg to 
inclose list of stations and fares as arranged for the guidance of anglers. 

| STATIONS ADDED TO List OF ANGLERS’ PRIVILEGES. 


To Hatfield 
Chelmsford Peverel Maldon Kelvedon 
FROM Ist. 2nd. 3rd. Ist. 2nd. 8rd, Ist.. 2nd. 3rd. Ist, 2nd. 8rd, 
8: wdso8. ds o8, da. 8.00) asitid.s si sdty gids ose. 8.0. sede eee 
Liverpool-st.).,. 5. 994 °42 64610 56 23 186 66 39 82 62 e375 
Bishopsgate-st.. 5 9 4 42 5) — — —..8.6..66 3°8 82 62 376 
Bethnal-egreen..5 4 4 12486 6 411 211 °82'62 37 79-60 86 
Coburn-road.... 5 2.3112 34 — — — 4.9.06 0. 238267 sbieeb ab aes: 
Stratford . 410 3 82136 0 4.4°2,8 76.59 34472 56 82 
—R. GHURNEY, sec, 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 2 
Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 10s, from 
G. H. Field (South London Angling Society), and 2s. 6d, from A. Salmon (United 
Augling Society). annual subscriptions. The next meeting of the committee will 
take place on Friday evening, April 24th, at 9 o’clock,—R. GHURNEY, sec, 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Two valuable prizes are offered to be fished for by the members—those only who 
attend the club-house on April 22nd to participate in the contest; also on that 
occasion the trout prizes will .be settled, and the usual supper during the fence 
months.—J, WORLEDGE, 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 
A special general meeting will take place on Friday, April 24th, at 9 o’clock,— 
J, A, FITCH, sec. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A general meeting will be held at the club-house on Thursday next for revision of 
rules, All members are requested to attend—_C. NEWMAN, sec. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had but a scanty muster on Monday last, attributable to the close season. Mr. 
Binks in the chair. The ordinary routine business was carried out, Mr. Stone, the 
renter of the Sewardstone water, was present, and gave an account of the improve- 
ments he had made, and intended to make, to his fishery. Mr. Woodhead also referred 
to those waters, and spoke very favourably of them ; he had carefully watched them 
at times during the past month, and could certify that they contained plenty of fine 
barbel, chub, roach, &c., and at a certain point he had seen a monster jack.—HENRY 
Howsgs, hon. sec, 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The return visit of this society was held on the 9th inst. at Mr. Webbs, The Prince 
Arthur, Golborne-road, Westbourne Park, whena very successful gathering of district 
clubs took place. The “Queen’s” and “Duke of Norfolk” were especially well 
represented, and the large room was completely filled. The chairman (Mr. Jenkins), 
in a few well-chosen remarks, congratulated the representatives of the various 
societies upon the attendance, and promised, on behalf of the Cobden, to repay the 
return visits to those clubs in the district in due course. The evening was then 
occupied with vocal music, and it would be difficult to award the preference to any 
individual as to the merit of his singing, and as there were so many songs given. it 
will be sufficient to name a few only. The chairman sang “ Under the Parlour 
Stairs” with very good effect, and as it had a particularly good chorus, it was well 
received. The vice-chairman, Mr. Corney, of the “ Queen’s,” was the next to oblige 
with “ Rock the Cradle, John,” which caused much laughter, the subject being of a 
laughable nature. Mr. Avon, of the Duke of Norfolk, followed with “ A Freshwater 
Trip”; then Mr. Morgan, of the Queen’s, with ‘Down by the Riverside” ; Mr. 
Watts, of the Cobden, with “ Portraits on the Wall” ; Mr. Roland, of the Waltonians, 
“The Violets IPlucked from Mother’s Grave.” Mr. Wyatt, of the Princess of Wales ; 
Mr. Godfrey, Duke of Norfolk ; Mr. Pierce, of the Marylebone ; Mr. Wilkinson, of the 
Cobden ; Mr. Dobel, Cambridge ; Mr. Blackman, the Eneas ; and members of several 
other clubs also sang some excellent songs during the evening to the great enjoy- 
ment of those present. The worthy host, Mr. Webb, came in for some very com- 
plimentary remarks for the kind manner in which he had provided for the comfort 
of all present, and it appeared to be the general feeling that he was a jolly good fellow; 
Several speeches were made during the evening, and the meeting having extended 
into the short hours of the morning, it was deemed advisable to dissolve it, This 
was done, and the company separated with many expressions of satisfaction and 
goodwill, evidently having all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.—C, REEVES, sec, 


THE CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. . 
he next visit of angling clubs on the No. 2 District, Anglers’ Association, will 
take place at the Middlesex. Arms, Clerkenwell-green, on Wednesday, April 22nd, 
when the pleasure of the company of as many members as can make it convenient 
to attend will be esteemed a great favour. Chairman, Mr. J. Penn ; vice-chairman 
Mr. G. Norris. Chair taken at 8.30 precisely —W. BURWASH, JUN., sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 4 
A special meeting of this society was held on Monday evening, the 13th inst., at 
Duke’s Head Hotel, Quay, to elect officers for the twelve months commencing Is 
May prox. 


by Mr. T. G. Foreman, the vice-president. 'The following gentlemen were elected to 


The chair was occupied by the president, Dr. A. Mitchell ; the vice-chair 


the respective offices—the election itself passed off without a hitch :—President, — 


A. Mitchell, Esq., M.D. ; vice-president, Mr. T. G. Freeman ; chairman, Mr. E. J. Bon- 
fellow; treasurer, Mr. C. Brasnett ;. auditor, Mr. EH. J. Bonfellow ; honorary seere- 
tary, Mr. John Lee ; acting secretary, Mr. B. Seaman ; host, Mr. B. Seaman. A com- 
mittee has been appointed to Yevise the rules with a view to making certain addi- 
tions, as well as certain modifications ; as amended, they will shortly be in the hands 
of the members. ‘The officers trust that the sport during ensning season will turn 
out as satisfactory as it was during the last, probably the most successful on record. 
This they believe due, in great measure, to the improved modes of angling intro- 
duced during the last year or two amongst our local piscators ; another result of co- 
operation. As the season is rapidly drawing near, it is earnestly requested that all 
members will rally round again, and appear regularly at the meetings, which will, 
on the first Monday in May, and every succeeding Monday, be held at the society’s 
clubroom, at Mr. Seaman’s, the Duke’s Head Hotel Quay, time being as usual—viz., 
9pm, Gentleman having a desire to become members may be enrolled, according 
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to the rules, by having their names sent in to the honorary secretary, Mr. John Lee, 

10, Kent-place, Great Yarmouth, or to Mr. B. Seaman, the Duke’s Head Hotel. 

Reports to hand show that bream and roach are coming on the feed. Mr. Lowne, 

Fuller’s Hill, recently weighed in 201b. pike, caught in Ormesby Broad ; the president 

(ote brook trout, weighing 1031b., caught in a brook near Aylsham with the 
y—A.M. 


EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this, the first and oldest angling society in Derby, held a special 
meeting on Wednesday evening (April 15) at their headquarters, the Lamb Hotel, 
to elect their officers for the ensuing year. There was a very large number of mem- 
bers present. Mr. W. Humber was re-elected president ; Mr. Dent, vice-president. 
Committee : Messrs. Beavers, Charlton, Capenhurst, Coxallt, Dould, Hibbert, Martin, 
Mason, Poyser, Wheatcroft, and Warrington ; Mr. John Cadman, secretary. Two 
new members were proposed and elected. The prizes gained during the past half- 
year for the best specimen fish of its kind were then presented by the president in 
his usual graceful and appropriate style, the successful competitors being Messrs. 
Dould, Poyser, Capenhurst, Martin, Humber, Wheatcroft, Mason, Hibbert, and Cad- 
man. The half-yearly dinner will be held on Wednesday evening, April 29, 7 o'clock 
prompt. Members not present at the meeting will kindly note.—J. C. 


GIPPING ANGLING CLUB. 

On Saturday afternoon the fifteenth annual competition of the Ipswich ,Working 
Men’s Angling Society took place inthe preserved waters of the Gipping, permission 
haying again been kindly granted by the Gipping Angling Preservation Society. 
The competition should have taken place on Monday last, but owing to the unfavour- 
able state of the weather it was, after a short competition, deemed advisable to ad- 
journ until Saturday afternoon last, when the competition commenced at 3.30, and 
concluded at 6.30. The weather was again unfavourable for roach-fishing, the wind 
blowing keenly from the east ; consequently but small catches were made. Mr. G. 
H. Alcock acted as referee. Owing undoubtedly to the great depression in trade, the 
prize list was not this year so well supported, the prizes being lower than heretofore. 





GLASGOW WANDERERS ANGLING CLUB. 

The Glasgow Wanderers held their first competition of the season on Loch Venna- 
cher, on Thursday, 9th inst. A cold north wind swept over the loch during the 
greater part of the day, making it most unfavourable for fly-fishing, to which the 
competition was strictly confined. The total catch for the day was sixty-nine trout, 
weighing 341b. 1540z. The following isa list of the prize takers: 1st, Andrew 
Paterson ; 2nd, John Russell ; 3rd, James Gordon ; 4th and 5th, Thomas Anderson 
and Alexander Beattie, equal ; 6th, John Cruickshanks ; 7th, William Miller. The 
following is the competition list for season 1885 : Clyde, Tweed, and Annan, Monday, 
May 4th, yellow trout only ; Loch Leven, Thursday, June 11 ; Loch Leven, Monday, 
August 3; Clyde, Tweed, and Annan, Monday, September 7, yellow trout and 
grayling. Entries for loch competitions must be lodged with the secretary at least 
ten days prior to the date of competition ; and for river competitions, two days prior 
to the date of competition. No lure other than artificial fly will be allowed at either 
of the loch competitions, and no competitor shall be allowed to have more than one 
rod up ata time.—J. CAMERON, sec. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

,Our Wednesday evening concerts are well attended. On the 15th we had a most 
enjoyable evening, the following gentlemen contributing to the harmony :—Messrs. 
C, Watling, F. Watling, Ford, F. Dowell, C. Hill, J. Fitch, C. Porter, and J. White- 
wick (pianist). On the 12th inst. Mr. Atkinson (in the place of Mr. J. B. Leno) 
gave a very interesting lecture on “The Land and What to Do with It.” Subject 
for the 17th, ‘ The Printing Press,” by J. B. Leno.—J. Fircn. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since the last report from this society appeared in the GAznTrn, there have 
been a few alterations ; the one of most consequence being, instead of being held at 
the St. George’s Tavern, King-street, Mr. Lark, the secretary, has removed to 145, 
King-street, and the members unanimously moved that the society go with him, and 
further that a vote of continued confidence be given to Mr. Lark, which was unani- 
mously carried ; but, still further, the society has, in conjunction with other gentle- 
men, founded another club, viz.,the Yare Club, at the same place, which is purposely 
for the resort of all gentlemen supporting, connected directly or indirectly, with 
angling, boating. yachting, or pisciculture, with reading room, library, open from 
9 a.m. to 11 p.m., and special provision for visiting anglers on Sundays from 12 till 
10, where apartments, bait, and every information can be obtained. The rules of the 
club were obtained from Nottingham first, and it being much required in Yarmouth, 
itis to be hoped that the efforts of those who have never yet forsaken Mr. Lark in some 
rather trying circumstances, brought on by perhaps his being too zealous for the 
rights of anglers, will meet the reward, not only from Yarmouth. but from others who 
will visit Yarmouth in the coming season, they deserve. The rules of the Yare Club 
ean be had by sending to the secretary. On Tuesday evening next will be the annual 
election of officers, and the only hope is that the gentlemen elected will have one 
round of pleasure at their meeting and attheir favourite sport, and, at the same time, 
the hearty co-operation of all true anglers.—H. B. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly mecting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-Avenue, Basinghall-street. The chair was occu- 
pied by the Rey. J. Walker, M.A., and among those present were Capt. Alfred, Dr. 
Brunton, Dr. Lloyd, and Messrs. Ohlson, White, Rowland, Beevor, Parker, Field, 
and Sowerbutts. The minutes of the two previous meetings having been read and 
confirmed, the chairman called upon Mr. Ohlson to read his paper on “ Hooks, 
Lines, and Baits in connection with Juck Fishing.” In the coarse of a most 
admirable paper, from which, to use Mr. Ohlson’s own words, everything like 
“padding” had been rigidly excluded, the various kinds of reels, lines, floats, traces, 
hooks and baits in use were duly considered, and the reader’s preference for one 
pattern or the other practically and thoroughly explained. The usual discussion 
which followed was taken part in by Dr. Brunton, Capt. Alfred, Messrs. Fielder, 
Crumplen, and Parker, all of whom complimented Mr. Ohlson on the excellence of 
his paper, Dr. Brunton’s criticisms being principally directed to the question of 
winches and baits. My, Parker showed two or three curiosities in the way of hooks, 
and also some drawings which he had made at the British Museum, of hooks used 
by the Egyptians. Mr. Ohlson having replied to the observations of the gentlemen 
whose name have just been mentioned, Dr. Brunton proposed, and Mr. Sowerbutts 
seconded. ahearty vote of thanks to him. Mr. Ohlson, in briefly acknowledging 


this, expressed his willingness to give a paper on “Sea Fishing at the Antipodes,” at 


an early date. The usual vote of thanks to the chairman concluded a very 
pleasant and instructive evening. The next paper will be read on the 28th instant. 
The subject selected is “Perch Fishing,” and the Rey. Mr. Walker has kindly 
promised to be present and take partin it.—H, 

LEICESTER ROVING ANGLERS. 

The members of the No. 1 Roving Anglers Club, of Leicester, assembled at the 
Wanlip Inn, Willow-street, on Tuesday evening, for the purpose of partaking of the 
annual dinner. There was a muster of over fifty members, together with their wives 
and friends, who sat down to an excellent repast, which was provided by host 
Goddard. After sufficient justice had been done to the good things provided, Mr. 
D. Burrows was voted to the chair, the vice being filled by Mr. J. Neal. ‘The chief 
business of the gathering was first disposed of, which was that of reading the 
successful prize-takers as follows :—Pereh : W. Holmes, first prize ; J. Freer, second ; 
C, Jeffs, third. Roach: J. Neal, first ; W. Berry, second. Dace: L. Bruce, first ; 
J. Hensworth, second, Chub: A, Pawley, first ;D, Burrows, second; J. Chapman, 





Py 


\ 





third. Bream, nil. Whitling : H. Morris, first. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts 
were given and responded to. ‘ The Health of the Visitors” wasresponded to by Mr. E. 
Davidson, London, and Mr. W. Beal, after which the remainder of the evening was 
spent in conviviality, some excellent songs being given by Messrs. W. Holmes, 
A. Pawley, W. Berry, Bros, Sheriff, J. Chapman, C. Jeffs, J. Wells).and others. A 
yote of thanks to the host and hostess brought the evening to a close. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our annual supper and “distribution of prizes will take place on Wednesday, 
April 29th_—H. BINnGLu, sec, 


MAIDENHEAD, COOKHAM, AND BRAY THAMES ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the above association will be held on Saturday, the 25th 
inst., at 3 p.m., at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead-bridge. The annual dinner will follow 
at 5 p.m. ; Captain the Hon. J.T. Fitzmaurice, R.N., one of the vice-presidents, in 
the chair. Tickets, 10s. 6d., exclusive of wine, application for which should be 
made not later than Thursday next of the secretary. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting of this society was held last Wednesday evening at the 
Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Messrs, J. P. Wheeldon, T. R. Sachs, R. 8. Fennings, 
J. L. Meyer, J. Pattison, H. H. Brown, W. H. Brougham, T. Gillatt, E. Bennett, T. 
Huggett, H. B. Brown, and many others were present. Mr. R. C. Blundell was 
unanimously elected chairman, and the hon. sec. read the minutes of the previous 
meeting, which were duly confirmed. Mr. W. H. Brougham then spoke concerning 
the action of the Thames Conservancy in prohibiting anglers from fishing from the 
weirs, and said that a meeting had been convened to discuss this subject at the Hol- 
born Restaurant next Thursday. He also said that the society would be glad to 
hear that the Thames Preservation Society had been very successful in rearing trout 
and salmon, and that at the present moment there were ‘several hundred in the 
society’s ponds at Sunbury, which. were destined-for the River Thames. Mr. J. P. 
Wheeldon then gave some interesting details of his recent two days’ trouting on the 
Thames. Up to date, Mr. Wheeldon had not landed the hoped-for “ big ’un ;” but 
surely as he gives “ hostages to Fortune ” by returning 34Ib. fish to the river, he will 
doubtless soon be rewarded. Mr, Wheeldon then dealt in a powerful manner with 
the subject of the Thames professional fishermen fishing alone for trout, and it is 
needless to say that he unequivocally condemned the practice. Messrs. R. 8. Fen- 
nings, T, Huggett, and many others agreed with all that Mr. Wheeldon said, and 
thought that the Piscatorial Society should adopt some measure to prevent, or at 
any rate discourage, those few men who indulge in sport to the detriment of their 
customers. Mr. T. R. Sachs had been for some time at Ringwood, and he gave an 
account of the water in the neighbourhood, and his piscatorial pursuits. Mr. Ross 
Faulkner had registered a Thames trout of over 41b., and Mr. T. Huggett, who had 
been fishing in some private water, returned with a fair show. The usual toast, 
“ Our Noble Selves,” was duly honoured, and Mr. D. Goodger proposed a vote of 
thanks to the chairman, who had conducted the business of the evening in a very 
able manner, which, being unanimously carried, terminated the mecting.—R. B. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

An interesting meeting of this society was held at the Station Hotel, on Wednes- 
day evening, Mr. A. J. Little presiding, Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. Mr. 
Terrill, the hon. treasurer, handed Mr. Thos. Spreckley the five guinea subscription 
to the Thames Angling Preservation Society. Mr. Spreckley thanked the society 
for its subscription, and complained that individual anglers failed to support the 
T.A.P.S. as they should do. Hestated he had arranged to call a public meeting of 
anglers next Thursday, at 3 o'clock, to consider the question of fishing for trout 
from other weirs than Teddington Weir, and to make suggestions whereby the 
Thames Conservancy might withdraw the present restriction. Mr. Spreckley also 
stated it was his intention to turn into the water at Sunbury, on Saturday week, 
3,000 young trout, and 3,000 young salmon. He mentioned that several trout had 
been captured during the last week, in addition to the two weighed in by Mr. HE. H. 
Smith, 7lb. and 5lb. Dr. Hodges then introduced his microscope, and, with the 
assistance of another, lent by Dr. Sellé, afforded the members great amusement by 
the display of piscatorial subjects, and, in a capital speech, conveyed much scientific 
information on the matter. The chairman thanked Dr. Hodges for the trouble he 
had taken and for his kindness, anda unanimous vote of thanks was awarded to the 
Doctor. Mr. Pamplin Green was proposed as a new member, anda yote of thanks to 
the chairman closed the meeting. 





STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A complimentary visit to the above took place on the 14th inst., if proving a 
compliment to the society and to Mr. Godfrey, the host,in every sense of the word, 
the club-room being so well filled that accommodation could scarcely be found for 
those attending. Mr. Foster, Monmouth Arms, Haberdasher-street ; Mr. Crouch, The 
Dolphin, Church-street ; Mr. John Davis, Queen Victoria, How-strect, each having a 
large following to honour us. The Burdett, Tottenham, and Edmonton Hearts of 
Oak, Odds and Evens, Good Intent, Hoxton Brothers, Sons of the Lea, Amicable 
Brothers, and other angling societies being extremely well represented. The vocal 
abilities of the following gentlemen: Messrs. W. Brooks, Webb, J. Knox, Brady, 
Gray, Gregg, Wade, Rogers, Wright, Haywood, Walker, Whitmore, Pusey, &c., and 
Messrs. Johns and Millington, with recitations, kept the company well entertained 
until time was called. A vote of thanks to the chairman, Mr. W. Brooks, and the 
vice-chairman, Mr. W. Webb, for the efficient performance of their duties, brought 
a very pleasant evening to a conclusion—T. GRETTON, sec. 


WALTONIANS. 

The annual supper of this old established society was held on Wednesday, the 15th 
inst., and was a great success. The supper was placed on the table at 8 o’clock by 
Messrs. Debus, of Pimlico, and from the hearty justice done it by the members, 
appeared to give every satisfaction. After the usual toasts Mr. Packman read the 
list of prize winners, and the chairman distributed the prizes to the fortunate 
recipients. Some capital songs followed, and then Mr. Skeats, the vice-chairman, 
proposed the toast of “The Anglers’ Association,’ coupled with the name of a 
respected visitor, Mr. Ghurney. The toast was drunk with the greatest enthusiasm, 
and responded to by Mr. Ghurney in his usual quiet and business-like manner ; and 
as he went on to lay the work done by the Association during the past season before 
the members, the cheering was again and again renewed. Interspersed with the 
singing were other toasts. ‘The Waltonian Angling Society.” coupled with the 
name of the secretary, Mr. Packman, which was enthusiastically responded to, and 
one of the most successful evenings ever enjoyed by the members was brought to a 
close by neat speeches by Messrs. Marriot and Skeats, the chairman and vice- 
chairman, in response to the drinking of their healths. Thirty-five prizes for the 
ensuing season were announced.—AJAX, 

At the quarterly meeting of this society it was resolved to send a double subscrip- 
tion to the T.A.P.S. as a mark ofjrespect to Mr. Spreckley, according to his desire that 
anglers should testify their respect in that manner rather than by presenting him 
with a testimonial.—A. J. MARRIOTT, 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place on Tuesday evening, at the 
Pelican Hotel, Westbourne Park, Mr. G. Evans occupying the chair. After confir- 
mation of previous minutes, Mr. Adeane called attention to the recent meeting at the 
Mansion House, of the National Society, to secure effective legislation against river 
pollution, and earnestly recommended,that some subscription might be sent from 
this society, in favour of which the members were unanimous, and the secretary was 
requested to send a subscription of £1 1s. My. Collier was out on Saturday, and 
secured three trout from the Thames; but only retained one of the weight of 3lb, 
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All our Goods bear this 
Trade Mark, 





A FISHING) 
TACKLE 
to Copy which 
is Forgery. 


INVENTORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


STEEL - CENTRED FLY = RODS, 
CENTRE FITTING REELS, 


AND 


AGH: 16-PLAIT DOUGLE-DRESSED 


Hight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





London, 1883. 





LINES. 


These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British and American—of the day. We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling Editor 
of the Field), R. B. Marston (Editor Fisu1ine GAzETTr), W. C. Harris (Editor American Angier), A, Nelson Cheney (“Fishing with the Fly”), J. P. Wheeldon 
(late of Bell's Life), J. Harrington Keene (the “Practical Fisherman), &c., &c., &c. 


THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AGAINST INFERIOR IMITATIONS. 


NO ARTICLE WITHOUT THE ABOVE MARK IS GENUINE. 


London Agents—The CIVIL SERVICE STORES, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Provincial Correspondents will be supplied our nearest agent’s address, or will be supplied direct. 


Lists and Samples of Lines free to any address. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
Ci EVA'S. FLARE OW Ih Gomme. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 





Wew Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


(Can be regulated to any 


stiffness at will). FOR HOLDING 


EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 


=? The“PERFECT” 
Double Taper 
Solid Plaited 
Silk Trout Fly 
Line. 








Improved 
Folding 
Trout 
Landing 
Nets 


(Very Light). 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKK', invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS, IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT, 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c: 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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PRICE 
“An excellent fly-rod.”—FIsHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfull F i 
i ‘ ‘ g 8, respec an ves that he is prepare 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, Peau 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &e., &e ; 
FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orangs Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


: Tlis old-established Tamily Hotel, being immediately opposite the PLY FISHERS’ CLUR, is 
espeviaiiy advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or serveil with 
ref a Sip ae of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the elb rooms, according to tre club tariff, 
QUIET. poe are is retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
t Wt, 2 Li HO GH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS. aud being 
ee gil eer sac Bear a Re ice of Parliament, the new Law Conrts, and all the principal 
neatres, 1s largely patrovised by MEMBERS OF PARLTIAMINT ana ; tARNE LOPESS vs 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 , Putney. 
45 is Hammersmith, 
Ada 50 . Barnes. 
55 re Kew. 
j 75 A Richmond. 
80 A Twickenham, 
85 ‘E Teddington, ‘ 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, April 18 3.46 A oe 4.8 

Sunday, a 19 4.30 “ee < 4.52 
Monday, = 20 Pine ust 5.14 5.38 
Tuesday, bg 21) da8e ade 6.4 6.32 
Wednesday, ,, Damen 450 7.4 7.37 
Thursday, 5 239 ie 43 8.12 8.53 
Friday, i 24. —(«w 9.36 ; 10,18 





. ‘ 
Ge River Reporters who want ould send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
pA EE AB aA coed Tas ste Ee ES a 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

It has been a remarkable circumstance that, during a period of the most unfavour- 
able weather since the commencement of the trouting season on the first of April, 
so many good fish have been caught by the anglers, to say nothing of the number 
that have been hooked and broke away. The question has naturally arisen as to 
what the number of captures would have been if the weather had been warmer, 
instead of the bitterly cold winds which have prevailed. The reports have shown 
that the clients piloted by George Rosewell, of Shepperton, have had the best of 
it, end this fisherman is likely to be credited at the end of the season with an equally 
long list as he made last year. At present, Chertsey is somewhat behind the other 
weirs in its record of trout-fishing, notwithstanding the fact there is known to be 
some very good fish, and the greatest possible attractions for those who are anxious 
to possess a bond-fide Thames trout. ‘There is a great outcry at the present time 
against the professional fishermen angling by themselves, and a very proper and 
justifiable movement has arisen out of it. Those who knew theriver years ago will 
remember the extent to which this practice was carried on, and, in addition to that, 
the pot-hunting style adopted by a certain class of anglers. It was only through 
the instrumentality of the Press by two well-known correspondents 
that it was nearly, if not altogether, abandoned—the guilty parties became 
literally ashamed of themselves by the frequent exposures. The late 
“ Greville I’.,” one of the correspondents referred to, was loud in his denunciations 
against a system so short-sighted to the fishermen themselves ; and his aquatic col- 
league at the present time as strongly denounces the practice as he did in days gone 
by. It should be a recognised rule that the trout in the Thames are the property 





| of the anglers, who are ready to pay, and do pay, quite enough for it. But at the 
| same time, the employment of a fisherman should not be ignored ; on the contrary, 
| should be supported. 
| preszed in theclubs in respect to this matter remains to be seen, for one thing is 
| certain—it will be substantially carried out by the members. 


The result of the fecling that has been so generally ex- 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

In consequence of the cold wind very few anglers have been on the war path, and 
the results are comparatively weak. In the Kingston district John Johnson, sen., 
reports that a trout has been hooked and lost by a man who sells water- 
eresses, and, in speaking of the absence of anglers, says, “I hope some of 
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the trout-fishers will give some of us a chance ; there are twenty fish in half a mile 
of water and no one to fish for them.” At Hampton Court, Mr. J. Ross Faulkner, a 
member of the Piscatorial Society, fishing with W. Milbourne, took a very pretty 
trout of 531b. ; and Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, with the same fisherman, on the day follow- 
ing, caught one of 3lb., which he put back again, as it is his determination not to 
retain any under 5lb. At Shepperton, just below the weir, Mr. Palmer, fishing with 
George Rosewell, in one day, caught three trout, one weighing 941b., another 431b., 
and the third 22lb. This is a creditable performance. At the end of last week a 
gentleman fishing with Thomas Fletcher took another trout of about 41b., making 
his third fish this season, the smaller one of 2lb. being put back again. 


UPPER THAMES 


The cruel east wind has been blowing all the past week, and trout successes on 
old Father Thames have consequently been few and far between. From some fifteen 
Thames stations of trout likelihood, I glean that whenever a bit of sunshine warms 
the surface of the river fish of decent proportions may be seen feeding in numbers. 
There is not the least doubt but what the Thames, from Maple Durham to Tedding- 
ton (thanks to Association preservation), is full of grand beauties, which to London 
anglers and others should afford sport at a small outlay of money. 

Thursday Evening.—River in prime trout trim; with wind of a kindly S.W. 
inclination.—MARLOW Buzz. 

ge Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in good trim for trout; we want warmer weather, for the fish to 
show themselves more. The dace still keep in the deep, and the trout feed if you 
can findthem. I have heard of nothing being done up stream. That lovely stretch 
of water from Surly Hall and all up water, Oakley Reach, is alive with trout, and I 
must confess it gave mea pang to leave that charming neighbourhood. By the 
way, if I was only out of the way, what fish some of them would catch up there. 
It is nearly two years ago since I was that way, and I brought a nice fish away of 
43)b., but have not heard ot one since. I really must have a couple of days up 
there. I have had a brace of fish this week, one 5lb. and the other 4lb. I have 
looked out some good fish for my patrons, and if we do not catch them it will not 
be my fault. Anent the remarks as to my “spotting” them, I went to Windsor on 
“pot luck,” and had no idea of getting a fish, as that water is so thoroughly fished 
by one and the other, and I must confess I was surprised.—G. LUMSDEN. 
|The water isin beautiful trim, and the weather has changed. I have had only 
one day this week, and that was on the 12th, with Mr. E. H. Smith, and he got a 
very nice brace of fish, the largest going 7lb. 7oz.,and the other 5lb. 20z.—JAMES 
HOARE, 

Thames: (Goring). 


Water now in good order for trout fishing. Nothing has been done here. There 
has been a good trout feeding about 41b. I was out on the 12th, and had him on, 
but lost him. The wind has been very cold.—JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Windsor). 


Even trout seem to have given up all hope of a change in the weather, as they 
persist in showing themselves, and what is more, are being caught by a few enthu- 
siasts who do not mind the inclemency of the weather. Following is the list of 
sport for this district had during the week :—Mr. H. Stinton, of Eton, on the 9th 
inst., one small one (returned); Lumsden, fisherman, of Datchet, in the Windsor 
weir stream, 9th inst., at Tulls Hole, one, 43lb. 10th inst., Mr. Marsh, of Eton, in 
the same stream with an artificial bait, one, 3lb. 100z, 12th inst., a patron. of 
Jas. Hoare, fisherman, of Datchet, a brace, 7lb. 7oz. and 5lb. 2o0z., taken near the 
Windsor weir stream. J. W. Barry, Esq., of St. Leonard’s Hill, Windsor, out with 
Jas. Gray, fisherman, of Windsor, in the Surly Hall waters, 14th inst., a nice 
fish 5$lb. 15th inst., in the Windsor weir stream, H. Styan, Esq., a nicely-shaped 
fish, of 3$1b. Two members of the Westbourne Park Angling Club, fishing from the 
bank in the neighbourhood of Monkey Island on the 12th inst., had three very nice 
trout. Bythebye, I am very pleased that these gentlemen have shown their 
appreciation of the work done by our local society in sending a guinea towards its 
funds and becoming members. It is with very deep regret I have to announce the 
resignation of Mr. Percy Chamberlain, who so ably filled the office of chairman to 
our local society. A keen sportsman, he took a deep interest in the preservation of 
the Thames, and by his courteous and able manner in the chair. The society loses 
a very valuable officer, who takes away with him the very best wishes of all anglers 
in this neighbourhood.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


/ 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Nothing is doing on the Ancholme owing to close time, but a few season-ticket 
holders have had tolerable sport at the river head. The weather is more pleasant, 
but too cold for the hatching of many aquatic flies. The Needle Brown seems to be 
almost the only fly in anything like form. The trout are yetin very poor condition, 
and for my part I shall leave them alone until more favourable conditions obtain, 


The Avon (Ringwood). 

* A splendid salmon of 38lb. was landed from the Avon, near Ringwood, last 
week. ‘This is the heaviest fish that has been taken with the rod this season, but 
the nets at Christchurch have secured several of about the same weight. Last week 
they took nine, weighing just 3001b., in one ‘run.’ The late Mr. Hayward used to 
maintain that Christchurch salmon is superior to any other, it being, in his opinion, 
unsurpassed for creaminess and delicacy of flavour.” —Zruth. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 

These streams are now in splendid order for fly-fishing ; but cold east winds have 
beensadly against sport. Fliestaking best : March Brown, Blue Upright, and Red 
Spinner. On the 13th inst., Mr. Scott, twenty-two trout, 91b.; Mr. Street, four- 
teen ; Mr. Knox, nineteen. On the 14th and 15th, Mr. Jones, Stannington, thirty- 
seven good trout; Mr. Maling, and Mr. Moncrieff (Cambridge), forty-nine trout. 
On the 15th, Mr. Knox, 27 trout; Mr. Baker and friend, two dozen ; Mr, Oliver, two 
dozen andeight. Only one gentleman out to-day ; got one and a half dozen.—F. B 


: The Dove. 

We have had greatly improved weather this week, though the atmosphere still 
maintains winterly keenness, which has assisted in preventing many of our usual 
trout followers from visiting the river. However, any day now may drift us into 
the geniality of spring; and despite the cold weather, I hear that several of the 
feathered migrants have been seen and heard in our valleys. The naturals on the 
water are chiefly the March Brown, the Hare’s Ear Dun, the Cockwing Dun, and the 
February Red. The dishes of trout have averaged about four brace each to the 
expert rods ; but decidedly the best sport has been had in the brooks rather than in 
the mainriver. In the aforesaid brooks the minnow still continues, as last week, to 
kill better than the fly—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisie). 

The river being now low, and very clear, the last two hours before dark are 
worth the rest of the day. Mr. James Steel killed a fish at Wetheral last Friday, 
and another on Saturday at Armathwaite, besides a nice dish of trout. Major Riley 
hada grand 18-pounder at Corby, and two or three were landed in the Dean and 
Chapter’s Cote-hill “free and easy” water ; but one can never learn any particulars 
about these fish. Mr. Grieve killed two salmon and 10lb. of trout in the Corby 
Castle private water on Wednesday. I hear great grumblings from trout fishers, 
and have recommended some of them to rub their hooks with “oil of come-along,” 
as any dodge is justifiable in these days of east wind and bright sun. The trout in 
Scotland do not seem to be quite so saucy, for Major Riley basketed sixty at 
Gilnockie on Saturday, but I don’t suppose they scaled much more than 8lb. No ap- 
pearance of rain as yet, which is much needed,—SILVER-GREY. 
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The Upper Eden. 
Notwithstanding the cold, bleak winds which have blown day by day for a fort- 
night past, some good trout-fishing has been obtained in the neighbourhood of 
Appleby. Baskets of over a score have been taken with the fly, and the other day 
Mr. W. J. Nelson, of Bongate, killed a 3}1b. trout with one of Mr. R. C. Coates’ arti- 


ficial minnows. 
Ese (Whitby). 


The river has been in flood nearly all the week, so that no fishing in the tideway 
has been possible during that period. There has been a general prevalence of 
easterly winds, though for one or two days the sun got out, and ina great measure 
neutralised the bitterness of the cold. A few enthusiastic piscators have been out 
in the upper reaches of the stream, and especially about those secluded nooks more 
or less sheltered from the cold winds. Several were fortunate enough to land a few 
trout, but anything like a good basket was not made by anyone. The trout are yet 
poor, and under the present conditions probably the fewer caught just now the 
better. In the course of a week or so, should the weather be favourable, there is 
some probability of a little sport. The water is in good condition.—J. J. J. 


Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 

The easterly winds which prevail are not so strong as to much affect fishing, and, 
as the rivers are in good order, fair baskets are being made. Of late the favourite 
flies have been Moor Palmer, Silver Twist, Half Stone, and Blue Upright.—C. W. 
NELDER. 

Exe (Tiverton). 


Notwithstanding the cutting N.E. wind, fish have sported very well. Several 
good baskets have been taken with Blue Upright, Iron Blue, Stone Fly, and Half 
Stone. Water now getting rather low.—W. MupDFoRD, 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea-fishing for the last few weeks has been very slack, owing to the weather being 
so cold ; but when a favourable tide offers, several boats avail themselves of the 
opportunity, and return with some fine codlin and pout. Last Friday about 20lb. of 
grey mullet was caught at the mouth of the harbour, and, on Monday, boating 
parties, fishing off the Seven Hills, caught from 71b. to 201b. of codlin and pout per 
boat. The trawling skiff “ Vigilance” brought up from the bay a few pairs of soles, 
about 17lb. of plaice, and two dozen thornback. Weather very cold.—H. CoMER. 


Itchen (Winchester). 


The fishing here this week has been attended with little or no success, the wind 
being N. and N.E. during the whole time, and hardly a keepable fish has come out of 
the wet. On Saturday we hoped the weather was going to break, as it became much 
warmer, and a few dark olives appeared, and for about an hour both fishermen and 
fish were busy ; but at the end of that time the result only showed 1} brace. But 
since then the wind has been so keen, and the air so stinging, that the flies have 
hardly come out at all, and the fish have risen so very short that it is almost an im- 
possibility to hook them, although they may come up at you ; but let us not despond, 
for no doubt when the weather breaks the reports that will come up to you will 
be very different, and the fish that were put in by the proprietor some time 
back will begin to tell. The fisherman’s curse has been on a few days this week, and 
T have been unable to get a good imitation of it—that is to say, good enough for the 
millpond fish, which want to have a fiy very like the genuine article. If, as was sug- 
gested last week, some were made with Macnee’s pike scales on eyed-hooks, they 
would command a most ready sale down here, as the fish will not look at the larger 
flies when the midge is on the water.—DARK OLIVE. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are now in good fishing order, having run clear again, and 
are now at their proper height, and are in capital order for the fly. The anglers of 
this part have visited both streams well this week, though there has been a cold 
wind blowing in the mornings. The fish are well on the feed in both streams, and 
some very good lots have been taken. The best killing flies on the water at present 
are the Blue Dun, Granam, February Red, and March Brown. A gentleman tried the 
Arrow near to Ivington on Friday,with the February Red and March Brown, and landed 
a capital dish of trout averaging }lb. each. The Lugg was tried the same day with the 
Blue Dun by a gentleman, and some very nice fish were taken. In the Arrow on 
Saturday, a few good trout were landed by a gentleman with the Granam. Fishing 
in the Lugg near Ford’s Bridge, a nice lot of fine trout were caught with the March 
Brown. On Monday, the weather being fine and warm, the fish were rising at the 
fly freely. A gentleman tried the Arrow near Stanton, and with the March Brown 
took a few good trout. In the Lugg near Aymestry some good sport was had, and 
a gentleman landed a fine dish of fish with the Blue Dun. The Lugg, near Kings- 
land, was tried on Tuesday, and some capital-sized trout were taken with the 
February Red and March Brown. In the Arrow, near Eardisland, a gentleman with 
the Granam and Blue Dun took some very fine fish the same day. The Pinsley is in 
capital order, having now run clear, and in good order for the fly. A few fish were 
taken this week.—GWYNNE. 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). 


North, north, everlastingly north—and when the wind did shift, it mostly veered 
to the east, making matters worse, if possible ; while showers of sleet and rain did 
not improve the temperature of the water, or improve the fishing. Thus, many 
eager piscators out for their holidays were greatly disappointed, and returned home 
with empty creels. A few of the more hardy ones battled with the elements ; one 
angler, fishing over a long stretch of water, succeeded in taking four nice trout, 
weighing 2lb. 40z., with the minnow ; another, with the same bait, ran two good 
fish—the one broke away, the other, through having to lift the fish up an 8ft. wall, 
in its struggles the hook came away, and the fish, to the disgust of the angler, 
dropped into the water. ‘Twas lost to sight; but not to memory dear. Other 
two using the fly for six hours could not stir a fin. I myself had two hours on Easter 
Monday: my cast consisted of two Early Browns and a February Red. I whipped 
away for an hour, but not a move could I get. I changed the cast, and 
put up a Blue Upright and Hare’s Ear, with drawn gut cast; fished the water over 
again, result the same, so I considered it time to wend my way home. I have heard 
of several taking an odd fish occasionally with worm, but nothing worth men- 
tioning. There have been several nice trout taken with worm from the Stour; but 
the same inclement weather has the same effect on this river as the Severn. Anglers, 
as a rule, are not so easily disheartened : it is a long lane that has no turning— 
surely the weather will change some day. A very curious circumstance came under 
notice the other day. One of ours, while fishing for trout with worm, put his rod 
on the ground, and let his bait lie on the bottom of the river. After getting a 
“refresher,” he turned to take up his rod, when he found it was fast in something 
unlooked for. After a few minutes’ play, he brought up a bream of 41b. On taking 
it out of the water, it was found to be a male fish, in good condition. In the inside 
of the fish was found a part of a fine silk line, twelve yards in length, with hook 
imbedded in the flesh of the fish. The line was coiled up in a little ball about the 
size of anut, Probably a good thing the fish was caught.—H. HARP. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


During the Easter holidays angling was a fairly attractive pastime, and many 
anglers were to be seen indulging in this fascinating sport: but from the fact that 
cold winds prevailed, there were not any very big catches reported. Robert Evans, 
of Melverley, took a good salmon of 1931b., which Mr. John Convey had for sale. Mr. 
Evans, of Castle Fields, took a good trout on the Railway Bridge ford, and Mr. Ellis, 
whose catches I have so many times reported this season, was ou Easter Monday 
again successful, and caught two good trout of 1lb. }oz. and 9}0z. Again, on Thurs- 
day, the same angler took a fine fish of 11b. O}oz., all of which were weighed in for 
the prize offered for the greatest aggregate of fish taken up to the June meeting of 
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the Angling Society, and at present Mr. Ellis and Mr. Sayce are the two top weights. 
A grand fish was taken on Saturday morning, weighing 2i1b. It was caught by a 
youth who was fishing for minnows with a worm. It is very evident that anglers 
are strongly supported in this district. Not only do the Corporation of Shrewsbury 
do what they can for the benefit of the sport, but the magistrates showed their dis- 
approbation of illegal fishing on Friday last, when they fined three men the full 
penalty of £5 each and costs for not haying their coracles and nets labelled or 
branded with “S.F.D.” Since three o’clock this morning sleet has been falling 
heavily, and was preceded by snow. Wind N.E.—SmVERN SALMON. 

The Spey. 

This splendid river has not done quite so well this year as might have been expected: 
There were a good many freshets during the earlier season, and these, combined 
with alternating frosts, kept the river out of order—never allowed it to get into 
s0 settled a condition as to warrant hopes of really first-class sport. It would 
seem that there are a great many fine fish in the river now, and should the weather 
get milder soon, and the water thereafter fine down into a good size, anglersmay 
count on. the late spring and early summer fishing of 785 being equal, if not 
superior, to anything experienced in the Spey for many a year. Kelts are still 
in, fair number down the Rothesway, and some first-class kippers have been got. 
Poaching is being prosecuted with some vigour. A man was drowned at Garbutty 
the other week while night poaching with the net. A few salmon have been got 
on the Craigellachie and Arndilly sections lately. Mr. Thos. Duff, on the Aberlour 
water, has had fair takes. Captain Grant and a friend had six fish on the.Carron 
water the other week. Mr. Myburgh got one or two salmon while out fishing. 
Capt. Dawson, on Wester Elchies, had two fish. Little sport up the Ballindalloch or 
Blacksboat way reported down to date, but on several other of the seaward sections 
than those enumerated above fair takes of salmon and a trout or two have been 
got lately. A few days ago a river trout which weighed 7#lb. was successfully 
landed. Ina fortnight or so trout-fishing will be in full swing, and the beauty of 
it is that on scarcely any of the sections are there any restrictions to the indulgence 
of the healthy and pleasant exercise of fly-fishing for trout. About Aberlour fair 
baskets of whitling have been got this spring, and though a great proportion of those 
landed were inferior in quality, others were in capital condition. From the middle 
of June to the end of Augustis about the best time for sea-trout. Up to date the 
salmon got have ranged from 5lb. to 283]b., the former being the weight of the 

mallest fish already caught this season. The killing flies have been the Green King, 
urple King, Silver Reioch, Spey Dog, Lady Caroline, Silver Grey, and Dun Wing. 


—YV. FINGAL. 
Teme (Ludlow). 


The waters of the Teme are again quite clear, and the stream has resumed its 
normal state, and is again in excellent condition. All the tributaries are in good 
angling order, having run quite clear. Fishing at the latter end of last week was 
not very enjoyable pastime ; but Monday brought warm weather, and that and the 
two following days were good fishing days, the wind haying shifted round from the 
north-east into a more congenial quarter. Many fishermen visited the various streams 
around here during the first three days of this week, and, upon the whole, I think 
they have nothing to complain of in the way of sport. Some fair-sized trout have 
been landed fromthe Teme. <A couplesof Worcester gentlemen on Monday, fishing 
in the Saltmoor portion of that river, landed between them eight brace of nice-sized 
trout, some of which were jlb. each, and none little less than 3lb, They changed 
their flies four or five times during the afternoon, but no fly did so much execution 
as the March Brown, Another gentleman, who was fishing close by with the red 
worm, managed to hook three trout during the afternoon, and was perfectly pestered 
out of all patience by the number of perch which took his bait almost as soon as it 
was in the water. These, of course, were a nuisance, and took a considerable time 
to unhook and replace in the water. The Castle Pound was tried on Tuesday, and 
again to-day, but only a few fish were caught. If good sport is to be had, fishermen 
must look for it nearer Lord Windsor’s preserves. It is there that the largest and 
best fish ‘‘most do congregate.” Good fish have been caught in the Covee, Clun, and 
Ony.—s. LUDLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 


The weather having changed at the middle of last week, this stream has now run 
clear, and is in splendid fishing condition. Towards the end of the week, the 
weather being warmer, the anglers of this part were out in good numbers, and the 
fish being well on the feed, some very good lots of fine trout were taken with the 
fly. The flies chiefly used on the water at present are the March Brown, Blue Dun, 
February Red, and the Granam. On Friday a gentleman tried the water near the 
town, and with the Blue Dun and February Red took a nice lot of trout.. The water 
near Little Hereford was tried the same day, and some good sport was had with the 
March Brown, and a eapital dish of fine trout scaling 5lb. was landed. In the 
water near the Bridge a few very nice trout were taken on Saturday with the fly. 
A gentleman tried the Granam and Blue Dun in the Rochford district, and caught a 
few fine trout. The sun shining brightly on Monday, the fish were sporting freely 
at the fly. A gentleman tried the water near to Berrington with the Blue Dun and 
March Brown, and a capital basket of fine trout were landed. In the water near to 
Corn Brook a nice lot of fish were taken the same day by a gentleman with the 
Granam. A few good trout were caught on Tuesday in the Eastham district by a 
gentleman who was fishing with the March Brown. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche 
are now all run into good fishing condition, and in capital order for the fly. Fishing 
in all of them very quiet yet.— WORCESTER. 


The Test. 


Fishing for the last fortnight has been quite out cf the question, owing to the 
incessant east and north-east wind. A few fish have been taken by flogging down 
stream with two flies (streaking, I believe, is‘the term for it). I must say it does 
not pay onthe Hampshire rivers, nor do I think it a desirable method ; you prick 
and hook no end of fish, but seldom land one, That abomination, the Alexandra 
fly, has been in great request. I think another season will see it prohibited on many 
waters. Since Laster, the fish have been rising remarkably well from about 11.30 to 
2.30 p.m., when they shut up all of a sudden, and notafish is to beseen. You would 
fancy there was not one in the river. The Olive Dun has been the prevailing fly (of 
course of different shades). I have not seen the Iron Blue, though it is just the 
weather to fetch itout. The question of water is becoming rather serious. I never 
knew itso low. The millers are all crying out, and the watermen complaining they 
have not had enough to irrigate the meadows: between the two there are many 
squabbles. 'The fish most decidedly are not in the condition they ought to be in 
for this time of the year. I fancy they wanta good flood and some ground food to 
fill them out and make them respectable figures. I hear thaton the Houghton water 
they are not anything like in order—HAMPSHIRE. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

There is a good rise in the river to-day, and six new fish were seen to go up the 
weir before four o'clock, and only one old fish came back. This was just above the 
town. Two salmon have been taken with the rod this week, and it will be a good 
time to fish for salmon and trout next week should the weather continue fine— 
PRACTICAL ANGLER. 

Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 

River in capital order for fly-fishing this week. On Monday, Col. Macartney and 
J. Haverfield, Esq., had good sport on the Upper Torridge (on the preserved waters); 
on the same day S. V. Thomas, Esq., took several dozen, only retaining two dozen, 
as he makes it a rule to return all trout again to the water that do not measure 
eight inches in length (by a mark at the end of his rod). On Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the same gentleman again had excellent sport; all of them very fine fish} and 
about the same number as on the previous day, again returning a great’ many to the 
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water. Thursday.—No fishermen out ; water out of order ; much discoloured in the 
morning ; got fishable about 12 o’clock, when Mr. Thomas again caught an excellent 
dish of fish_—JOHN BLAKE. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

There has been a strong muster of salmon anglers at Shardlow and King’s Mills 
during the week, and the recent “fresh” evidently brought up more fish. Some 
splendid specimens have been caught in the waters named, Mr. Ley, of Barrow 
House, standing first with one of 253lb. Mr. Ley was trying what is known as the 
Ley End swim when he hooked his prize, which afforded sport lasting over three- 
parts of an hour. Mr. Capeness, of Derby, has succeeded in taking two with the 


Spinner, weighing 191b. and 201lb. respectively ; and a fellow-townsman, Mr. Hibbert, , 


has secured one of 203lb. Mr. Waterall, chemist, Chapel Bar, Nottingham, has 
caught a second good fish of the season; and in the early partof the week, Holmes, 
the Weston river keeper, landed one close on 201b. Thursday was a very rainy day, 
and we are almost -pretty sure to have a rise of water. The annual dinner of the 
North Wellington Association, the most prominent in the town, takes place on the 
evening of the Ist proximo.—THu MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Wye and Derwent. 

‘Both the Wye and Derwent have been well patronised with anglers during the 
past week ; but with the weather being so fearfully cold and rain hanging about, 
trout have not fed at all kindly either at fly, minnow, or worm fishing ; conse- 
quently only small baskets have been the order of the day. The best killing flies 
have been Dark Bumble, Furnace, and “First Brown” or Spider Flies. The- 
Hare’s Ear, the Blue Dun, and March Brown flies have taken a few fish during 
the week, mostly off the Wye. The last Friday I had occasion to go and meet a 
gentleman near to Whatstandwell. I took my rod with me, and fished a little in the 
Matlock Angling Association waters with the artificial Derby Trout Killer. I got 
five good trout from ‘three-quarters to a pound and a half each fish, besides hooking 
several others. Grayling have been rising well during this cold weather; but with— 
their being out of season, they are, of course, returned to their native element 
again. Iam exceedingly sorry to say that the grayling, principally on the upper 
lengths of the Wye, have got the fungus disease amongst them again very badly. 
I have seen many, both dead and dying, and all of them large-sized’ fish/;’ 
in fact, fish from 2lb. to 11lb. each fiish. Both myself and all the’ 
old Derbyshire anglers form one opinion as to thecause of the ‘ Fungus disease ”’— 
that is, it is owing to the pollutions continually running into the Wye at different» 
places. I know poor Mr. Frank Buckland, one of her Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Fisheries, wrote me to ask my opinion on the “ Fungus disease,” and both he and 
Icame to the one opinion that it was nothing else but the pollution that was the 
cause Of the disease. . Last night (Wednesday, the 15th inst.) the president and the 
committee, and other gentlemen, met at the New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath, to. read 
the first annual report of the Matlock Angling Association Club to transact 
business—viz., the committee and officers re-elected and auditors appointed to audit 
the accounts. By balance-sheet, which was read, the club is in good financial 
position, “Several donations, including one of £5, were given us from a gentleman 
visitor—viz., Mr. Higginbottom, and a lot more were promised in the room. After 
business was over we had a substantial dinner in the hotel, and about 30 sat down, 
including our worthy president, F. C. Arkwright, Captains Legard and Walker, H. M. 
Mass, Anthony M. Allsop, the Rev Charles Leacroft, and many other gentlemen. It 
was a most successful gathering, and one and all were well satisfied, and there is 
very great praise to be given to both Mr. and Mrs, Tyack for the substantial repast 
they provided for us ; both dinner and wines were excellent, and the charges most 
reasonable,. This afternoon (Thursday) we have had a lot of snow and cold rain 
fallen, which has discoloured both rivers. There will be no good fishing while this . 
cold weather continues,—GnO. JAS, HATON, bs 





LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 


We had again a very large gathering of members last week, close on thirty being 
present. The following books were presented to the library :—‘‘ Ogden on Fly-Fish- 
ing,” by Mr. Dunne ; and “ The Scientific Angler” (Foster), by Mr. Ellinger. After 
the ordinary business had been completed the chairman invited those who cared to 
hear some angling adventures by members to stay seated. Most of them accepted 
the invitation and remained. Mr. Ramsbottom being called upon, gaye a pleasant, 
chatty, and interesting account of his Eastertide fishing in the Eden at Weatherall, 
near Carlisle. He killed one 12lb. and one 15lb. clean salmon, missed three, and 
landed and returned several kelts. He also got some very fine trout. A gentleman 
fishing with him got 22 good trout, all in fair condition, in one day. Mr. Ramsbottom 
gave a very favourable account of the salmon fishing, saying there were plenty in- 
the river, and also that trout-fishers of ordinary skill should make good baskets. 
The Crown Hotel (Weatherall) tariff is 7s. 6d. per day,.salmon license 10s. 6d. and 
5s. per week, trout only 2s. 6d per week. For the season, salmon, £2 Qs. ; trout, 
£11s. Mr. R. also related very graphically how he killed his biggest salmon, 32Ib., 
after a fight of three hours and twenty minutes, and also how he once 
assisted a brother angler out of a difficult dilemma, in which the 
angler had given up all hope of landing his fish, but was prepared’ 
to stop all night with him, and had made up his mind to do so, Mr. 
Ellinger treated the company to a description of a laughable experience he once had 
night-fishing, and described one of his outings to the Hden at Kirkby Thor, 54 miles 
from Penrith. He stayed at the Bridge Inn, where the ordinary charge is 5s. 6d. per 
day, the food of the best, and surroundings of the cleanest and pleasantest. By 
stopping at this hotel or inn, you can fish free about three miles of water full of 
fish, magnificent chub, and a very good quantity of trout. Trout license, 2s. 6d. per 
annum, or 1s. 6d. per week. Mr. Boulding, referring to this portion of the river, 
stated that on. one occasion he had some of the grandest fishing, he and a friend 
filling, on one short stretch of water, their creels several times, and eventually 
taking enough fish in two hours, trout and chub—some of the latter 61b.—to fila 
bushel basket. Once he landed two fish at the same time, one weighing 21b. and the 
other 14lb. Mr. Martin stated he fished the reservoir on Haster Monday and 
Tuesday, getting,on the first day twenty-two, and on the second fifteen, with the 
worm. They were in bad condition, being evidently short of food. On Good 
Friday Mr. Burrows got twenty-two, worm-fishing, and these were also half-starved, 
and it will be better to leave them quiet for another month or so, After an anec- 
dote from Mr. W. Jones, and one from Mr, A. W. Smith, eleven o’clock arrived, and the 
meeting broke up after spending the most enjoyable evening in the history of the 
association,—R, -WOOLTALL, hon. seo. - 

a eee 


To RecENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAznrTs, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and haye voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know whofadvertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

HOLLOWAY’S: OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Colds, Coughs, Shortness of Breath—These maladies 
require early and unremitting attention, for if neglected they often end in asthma, bronchitis, or con, 
sumption. The Ointment well rubbed upon the chest and back, penetrating the skin, is absorbed and 
carried directly to the lungs, whence it expels all impurities. All the blood in the body is perpetually 
passing through the lungs, and there all noxious particles tending to disease can be quickly, thoroughly, 
and permanently neutralised, rendered harmless, or ejected from the system. Holloway’s Ointment 
and Pills perfectly accomplish this purification ; and through the blood thus cleansed, the influence of 
these -wonderful medicaments reaches the remotest parts of the human body, and thus cures all 
diseased action, whether internal or external, 


— 
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oo (SCOTCH NOTES. 
_ THE DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE—Thé weather just now is anything but favourable 
to successful angling. For the) past four or five days it has been far too bright. 
Severe frost has prevailed, and only after midday has anything like fair sport been 
got. The wind has been very keen and biting; so sharp,.indeed, in its character, 
at one on the waterside| would perforce have imagined that it was blowing ‘‘o’er 
ds of ice and glaciers clear and cold.” The far-up mountains are thickly coated 
with snow, which, now that the sun has smote fiercely upon. it for nearly a week, 
will be so.incrusted that its melting will be a slow process indeed, even under the 
effect of a genuine thaw; but a thaw, a nice freshet, and fine, genial weather 
there is yet no appearance of. The river rose a bit on Friday and Saturday ; the 
water was in tip-top angling trim. Some nice fish came up from the sea, and the 
net fishermen had very good hauls. The Fords Station shot produced 32 fish for the 
12 hours—6 a.m. to 6 p.m.—on Saturday, which is the largest half-day’s take that 
has been got at that shot since the fishing opened this year. About Banchorry 
there were some very fair takes with the rod on Saturday ; but below that very little 
has been done lately. Crathes and Kineskie, Inchmarlo, Cairnton, Woodend, and 
the Blackhall beats are still showing fairly encouraging sport to the gentlemen 
angling on them ; but than these, few of the other beats in the Banchorry district 
are giving more than a fish or two a week, while some give no sport at all unless 
among kelts, Mr. Dakers had five fish on Culter—6, 7, 9, 9, and 12lb.—and a good 
lot of finnocks, and several other gentlemen angling there have had great success 
among the finnocks. At Cults one gentleman had 27 finnocks, three sea trout, and 
two yellow trout, of Ilb. and 1}lb, in four hours last week. Another gentleman 
had 27 fish, all told. The Quill Gnat was the killing fly. Kelt, sea trout, 
and whitling are reported to be numerous, and to be moving seaward rapidly. 
Invereauld the younger, and Lord Craven had pretty good sport on the Invercauld 
private water the other week. A few fish have now been got in the reaches adjoin- 
ing the Linn, some 70 to 75 miles up the river. About this season last year the fish 
were very plentiful up about Braemar ; but this year, owing to the cold and other 
causes, the greater bulk of them are still lying about considerably farther down the 
river. Of the lures, Brown’s Phantom for some time back has been about as deadly 








as anything. We are informed from various sources, that the best killing flies in a_ 


general way, have been the Gordon, Peacock, Dunt, Dodger, Red Wing, Silver Doctor, 
and the Gordon Witch. The Gordon has been the most useful evening lure by far, 
and the Peacock herl wing on the Gordon, Dunt, or Dodger body, proved deadly in 
very cold days, and when there was any snow bree in the river. The staff of river 
watchers is by no means too strong yet. 


DEE (ABOYNE).—The weather is still unfavourable for good sport, owing to 
rough, cold, frosts that fall during night. Although not many fish have been 
caught lately, it is not for the want of plenty of them; the pools are well stocked 
now, and fish can be observed passing upwards every day, so little doubt but Glen- 
tanar, Cambus O’May, Monaltrie, and Ballater sections will soon be taking the lead 
for sport. A light-winged fly seems to take best on this section as yet. Fish killed 
during the week :—Wednesday, 8th inst., Captain Wormald, two salmon, 8lb. each ; 
J. Wason, Hsq., one, 7lb. ; Colonel Egerton, one, 63ib. Thursday. nothing caught. 
Friday, Captain Wormald, one, 12lb. Saturday, Captain Wormald, three fish, two 
8lb. each, and one 12lb, Monday, Captain Wormald, one, 12lb. During the week 
Captain Key and J. Whitehead, Esq., six salmon, on the Huntly Lodge water, scaling 
from 71b. to 1841b.—W. BEATTIE, 





DrE, BALLATER.—Weather very much improved, but still very frosty during 
night. East wind still continuing very much against anglers, as fish never take 
well with east winds. The pools all well stocked with fish now. Hotel water— 
Wednesday, Sth: J. Donaldson, Esq., two fish, Slb. and 83lb.; Thursday, 9th, one 
fish, 8lb. ; Monday, 13th, three fish, 91b., 8lb.,8lb. Tuesday, 14th, E. L. Brandreth, 
Hsq., Hotel water, one fish, 7lb. Monaltrie water,—F. Pickop, Hsq., Friday, 10th, 
six fish, 631b., 621b., 101b., 741b., 8lb., 8ilb. Monday, 13th, one fish, 74lb., Hotel 
water. Lieut. Granth, on the 11th, one fish, 91b., Monaltrie water; on the 14th, 
four fish from 71b. to 101b.. Morvan Lodge water, John McHardy, keeper, Monday, 
13th, two fish, $lb. and 101b. Cambus O’May water; W. G. Morton, keeper, on 
Saturday, 11th, one fish, 91b.; on Monday, 13th, one fish, 83lb. Killing flies : 
Log gie, Highland Butcher, Jock Scott.—G. S., April 15th. 





DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The Nith and tributaries are fallen very low, and rain is much 
needed to bring them into working order for either fly or bait. Anglers during the 
daytime have had to contend against a clear water and a hot glaring sun ; neverthe- 
less some good: baskets of burn trout are reported from the Cairn, which is by far the 
best trouting water in the vicinity of Dumfries. Several gentlemen have takes 
ranging from lb. to 12lb. In the Nith itself there has been little doing with the rod; 
the nets, however, have had splendid hauls of salmon varying in weight from 81b. to 
16lb. They are retailed in tne shops in Dumfries at from Is. 10d. to 2s. per lb. At 
the latter end of last week a nice fish of 13lb. was killed with the rod in Lower 
Annan, a short distance below Annan Bridge. Odd takes of yellow trout have been 
made after sunset several nights lately in this river. On Tuesday the first sea trout 
of the season was landed by Mr. John Irving, Annan. In the adjoining county few 
anglers have been at work. Noclean fish have yet been seen in the higher reaches of 
the Dee (Kirkcudbright). The hills here are still covered with snow, and a good deal 
of “snow water” has been coming down.—W. B. 


LOCHLEVEN.—The weather has greatly improved. There was alternate cloud 
and sunshine, with a moderate north-east wind, which continued nearly all 
day. Only two boats were out, but some pretty fair sport was got, trout rising 
freely, and the captures were all made with fly. Mr. Dunlop, Bridge of Allan, 
secured seventeen trout, 15lb. (the best basket of the season), and Mr, Beveridge, 
Queensferry, six trout, 1b. 


Locu Awr.—On Saturday a gale prevailed, and all the boats out from the Port 
Sonachan Hotel, with one exception, were driven off the lake. Mr. Campion, the 
only one who remained out all day, captured fourteen trout. 


Locu KATRINE.—Mr. Donald Ferguson, tacksman of Stronachlachlar Hotel, has 
just put into the river Gyle, at the head of Loch Katrine, 1,500 yearling trout from 
the Howietoun Fishery. The fish were in perfect order and very lively. 


THE TAy (PeRTH).—Although the Tay is getting rather low, very fair sport is 
being got. The last few days have been very mild, which has made the trout rise 
freely. Some very good baskets have been got. Numbers have been killed up to 
3lb. Salmon are very plentiful ; the weather being so bright, they are not rising 
freely, Kinnand water: Mr. Gull, two, 171b., 32lb.; Murthly : Mr. Sturrock, five, 
30lb., 101b., 101lb., 121b. 201b.; Derculich : Mr. Speed, two, 151b. 16lb:; Stobhall 
(Wednesday): Mr. Fletcher, four, 221b., 12lb., 16lb., 211b. Benchill (Monday) : Mr. 
John Huggart, three salmon ; Cargill; Mr. Dewar, one clean bull trout, 211b., with 
fly ; Redgerton : Mr. McDonald, two, 22lb., 211lb.; Taymont : Mr. McIntosh, three 
salmon ; Dalguise: Mr. Malloch, one, 18lb.; Mr. Cruickshank, thirty-four trout, 
241b. ; George Pople, six sea trout, four yellow trout, 15lb.; Loch Tay ? Mr. Graham, 
two, 301b., 23lb. ; Mr. Hall, one, 151b.; Mr. Farquharson, one, 211b.; Mr. Bramwell, 
one, 23lb.; Mr. Aitken, two, 21]b., 17lb,; Mr. T. Lord, Rochdale, one, 211b.; Mr. 
Bloxham, two, 301b. 151b.; Mr. Gorry, three, 341b., 23lb.,.101b.; Mr. Woodale, two, 
a 12lb. The best basket for the season on Loch Leven has only been 15lb.— 


Uain, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Somehow or other, this nice little river every year gives 
the angler larger and better sea-trout on an average than any cther of our north- 
eastern rivers, Already some capital ones have ascended the river. A bit of "fair 
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sport has been got by Peterboro’ anglers, one of them being, fortunate in securing 
a beautiful clean run sea-trout of 51b, Some fair basketfuls of good-sized yellow 
trout have been got about Longside, on the South Ugie, and Hythie, on the North 
Ugie; but it is only for an hour or s6 about the height of the day that these fish 
are coming freely to the fly. .The trouting on this dual river is free, or, nominally 
so, and will be fairly, upon us.in the course of a, fortnight. The best “of ‘the fly- 
fishing season is between the last week in April, and the first week of: Jtine, and 
rare sport is the rule when, a good section is looked out for. The writer has some 
friends who have been enjoying capital bottom fishing lately in the Federate burn 
of the Gonar. Mr. Dunbar, Mr. MacDonald, John Cassidy, and Joe More are to the 
front this season alzeady.—RAVENSCRAIG. 





IRISH REPORTS. 


BUNDROWES AND LoUGH Mertyin, Co. DonEGAL.—The weather improved a little 
during the past week : it left off freezing at night and ceased to rain, so that both 
river and lake are in perfect order, and first-class fishing would be had were it not 
for the cold east wind which still continues. But few anglers were out on the river 
and I have heard of but three fish being taken. Mr. D. M. Gowan, on the 9th inst., 
on the upper waters, one salmon 10lb. Mr. G. Watts, keeper, on' the 10th, 6n the 
preserved waters, one salmon weighing about 10lb. Mr. T. Lacy, on the 8th, on the 
lower waters, one salmon 83lb. The very strong wind which has prevailed for some 
time past, moderated a good deal last week, so that boats on lake Melvin wére-able 
to get to the best fishing ground, where some good sport was obtained. Capt. Barton, 
on the 6th inst., one salmon 1141b. Mr. E. G. Bawden, on the 7th, one salmon 121b. 
Mr. W. Goff, on the 7th, one salmon 17lb. Mr. E. G. Bawden, on‘the 10th, one 
salmon, 101b. Capt. Moutray, on the 11th, one salmon 101b. Mr. E.G. Bawden, on 
the 11th, one salmon 121b. Mr. A. L. Pike, on the 13th, one salmon 11lb: Mr. D. 
Rooney, on the 11th, one salmon 12lb. Mr. J. Rogan, on the 10th, one’salmon 9}1b. 
anda trout (Salmo Ferox) 831b. Mr. H. G. Bawden, on the 13th, one salmon 101b. 
Trout rose very well for a couple of hours each day, and during this time some very 
fine gillaroe were taken—the following are a few of the best baskets : Mr. J. Rogan, 
on the 8th. twenty-six, weighing ]3lb., biggest fish 231b.; Mr. P. Gonigle, in three 
days, got forty, averaging 3lb. each ; Master J. Beatty, on the 6th, fifteen, averaging 
nearly 1lb. each ; Mr. D. Rooney, in two days, twenty-seven, weighing'16lb. ; Mx. H. 
Kerrigan, on the 10th, eighteen weighing 101b.—M. RoGan. 





BALLYNAHINCH FISHERY.—Since last report Mr. Dudgeon is the only angler who 
has fished the above for the week, and has been very successful. On the 11th, one 
salmon, 16lb.; on the 13th, three, 12lb., 141b., and 20lb.; on the 14th, three, 12Ib., 
141b., and 151b., mostly all fresh-run fish—which shows that we must have hada 
good quantity of salmon run this last spring tide. Waters are still low; but if we 
had a little fresh, I am sure fishing would greatly improve. To-day north-east 
wind, but very cloudy.—_ WALTER BLACKADDER, April 15. 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, CLONMEL.—April began with cold easterly winds, 
which still continue, greatly to the detriment of the fishing.. We have had several 
heavy floods, and in consequence a great influx of salmon, sothat now that the river 
has fallen to the proper level and every stand fully. stocked with fish, we may 
expect good sport with the first favourable change of wind and weather. Before 
the river got too flooded Mr. Jas. B. Deacon had three very good days on his preserves 
at Ardfinan, &c., the first evening, two salmon, 14lb.and 11lb. Next day, five,151bi, 
13lb., 11lb., 91b., and 91b., and on Saturday following four more,* 111b., 10Ib., 
91b., and 8lb. Sunday came a dreadful downpour of rain and snow, which 
completely closed angling for the rest of the week, during which we hear of but 
two fish being so taken—yviz., one of 14lb. by Mr. G. F. Quinton and one 1431b. by 
Mr. R. F. Hutchings, the Black Doctor in both cases’ being the killing fly. On the 
clear of the flood Mr. R. Sargint got two salmon at Cahir, 261b. and 161b, Last week 
was the best that came yet for the cotmen—at least, the freshwater portion of them. 
On the Clonmel half-mile, twenty-two salmon were killed for five days—viz., 
Monday 4, Tuesday 7, Wednesday 4, Thursday 2, and Friday 5, averaging from 10lb. 
to 13lb. One of Thursday’s fish weighed but 431b., an unusually small size for a 
Suir salmon, Fish ofa similar size are sometimes caught in April, and 
are often mistaken for peal. They, however, are true salmon.’ © Peal 
never run till six weeks or two. months later’ in the ~ year The 
river now swarms everywhere with salmon-fry. It is ‘very hard, when trout 
fishing, to avoid catching them, for they rise at everything ; the best way to prevent 
this is to leave the shallows alone, and confine oneself to the deep runs and pools, 
where none but trout frequent. They are great torments to the trout fisher, racking 
flies and spoiling sport ; we all wish them safely over their journey to the salt water. 
Of course, only a tithe of them will reach their destination, naturally. Trout fishing 
is rather backward, owing tothe cold east winds, There is very little fly on the water, 
and the rise lasts but.an hour or two ; but during that rise they take freely, and they 
are in splendid condition.—RICHARD BRADFORD, April 15. 


Moy LAkrs, BALLINA.—Since my last report there has been very stormy weather ; 
cold north-east wind and dirty water. Consequently, very little has. been done with 
rod on river or lake up tothe end of last week, Mr. Francis.Turner (Reform Club, 
London), had three spring salmon one day, weighing 10lb., 141b., and 201b..; and.on 
the next day he had two fish, weighing 12lb. and 141b. ; he also killed twenty trout 
on the Lough, weighing 25lb. Mr. Stanley killed one salmon, 16lb.; and twelve 
trout on the Lough; Mr. F. W. Johnson, eighteen trout; Captain O'Grady, ten 
trout, the two largest weighing 341b. and 3lb. ; Mr. P. W. Hewson killed nine trout, 
weighing 12lb. ; Messrs. E. K. G. Perry and C. Perry, two dozen trout in one day, 
largest weighing 33lb. All fish taken with fly. We have still a little east in the 
wind, which does not add to sport, as the fish leave off rising at very early evening, 
whereas, with south or south-west wind, they would rise tilldark. Ineyer remember 
seeing so many spring salmon in the river at this time of year as there are just now ; 
and the lake is well stocked, but is as yet a little too high for good angling.— 
FRANK HEARNS, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 5 





NOTES FROM DEVONSHIRE RIVERS. 
(From the Western Times). 

FISHING commenced at Slapton Lea on the Ist inst. The weather was fine, but 
rather cold. The sport so far has been exceptionally good, 15 pike—ineluding a 15 
pounder—having been taken in one day. [ Fine sport, indeed ! Is this April or August? 
—ED. : 5 

Tae Upprmr TAMAR.—Three dozen anda half trout were taken in the Tamar on 
Monday, while in the higher waters on the following day a basket of about two 
dozen were caught with a Rough Red and Cow-hair Blue. 3 

THE TAW AND TorRRIDGE.—A few salmon anda good many trout have been taken, 
one angler hooking 85 of the latter in three days. Three “greenbacks” of about 
10lb. each were caught on Wednesday in the free water near Torrington. Our 
Bradford correspondent informed us the other day that he had taken some Loch 
Leven trout in the Torridge, and splendid fish they were. They appear to have 
come from the accidental overflow of a gentleman’s preserve. As they thrive so 
well in this favourite North Deyon stream, “J, D.B.,”’ of Torrington, an enthusiast 
in fishing matters, is taking steps to place 1,500 of the Loch Leven sort in the river, 

Norte Devon Rrvers.—Notwithstanding the activity which preyails ‘along the 
banks of the Yeo and Creedy, nothing approaching a gool ' basket 
has been secured, not even by the veteran fisherman, Frank Bragg, who may 
be said to know every favourite hole, and who watches them with a keen and almost 
daily interest. Many were outon Good Friday, but nothing in the shape ofa dish 
can be recorded, The day was fine, but not-at all favourable to trout fishing, the 
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sun being exceedingly bright and the wind bitterly cold. There was, however, on 
that day some fine sport experienced by salmon-fishers, Mr. George Cann in the Taw 
securing three, one of which weighed 20}]b. and the two others 12Ib. each, Mr. H. 
O. Smith secured one weighing 8lb, The four were brought to 
Crediton Station the same evening. It is long since so fine a lot of 
salmon was brought there, Mr. Cann on this occasion used the Nottingham reel 
with a small minnow. The larger fish took nearly half an hour toland, and showed 
prime sport. On taking the bait the fish made a rapid dart forward, taking the line 
which was freely given, fully 40 yardsbefore easing. After this some skilful tactics 
were needed ere a landing could be effected, and these were used by Mr. Cann, who, 
it might be observed, is an adept in the art of both salmon and trout fishing. Some 
four years since he secured one the weight of which was nearly 251b. ; and it might 
also be remarked that Mr. W. Coombe, of Court Barton, who, too, is an accomplished 
fisherman, caught about the same time one weighing a conple of pounds heavier, 





ANNUAL DINNER OF THE YARE PRESERVATION AND ANGLERS’ 
SOCIETY. 


THE annual dinner of the above Society, which for many years past has been in- 
strumental in preventing illegal fishing and has done everything in its power to pre- 
serve the fish in our waters, was held at the Bell Hotel, Norwich, on Thursday 
evening, the 9th inst., when nearly a hundred members and friends assembled under 
the able and genial chairmanship of the president, Samuel Hoare, Esq., who was 
supported by the Mayor of Norwich (J. Hotblack, &«.), the Sheriff (W. H. Dakin, 
Esq.), J. J. Colman, Esq., M.P., Dr. Beverley, E. Field, Esq. (hon. treasurer), P. E. 
Hansell, H. J. Barwell, H. 8. Grimmer, Hsq., and Lieut. Burroughes, &c. There were 
also present amongst the general company Messrs. A. B. Taylor, J. B. Pearce, G. 
Diggens, F. A. Steward, J. D. D. Paul, W. H. Woods, C. Cunnell, W. D. Edwards O. 
Fiske, F. S. Howitts, G. G. Whincop, T. E. Gunn, F.L.S8., P. Soman, Chas. Daniels 
(vice-chairman), C. J. Greene (hon. secretary), Robert Moll, &c. 

The President (who, by the way, isa very excellent one, and I hope, should he be 
returned to Parliament, will prove a second Edward Birkbeck) gave the usual loyal 
and patriotic toasts, and in feeling terms alluded to the part taken by a Prince 
Royal in India at this crisis of our history, and also alluded to the deeds of valour 
accomplished by our brave soldiers, and gave full credit for the successes to “‘ Tommy 
Atkins,” as well as to the géllant officers who perished doing their duty. 

Lieut. Burroughs briefly responded, and trusted that in case of real emergency the 
Militia might be found of the true metal and prove an efficient reserve. 

After several complimentary toasts, Mr. E. Field proposed “Success to the Yare 
Preservation and Anglers’ Society,” coupled with the name of the president, who 
he was pleased to see filling that position in succession to a long list of influential 
and honourable gentlemen of the county and city, who year by year had come for- 
ward to fill the office of president. The position and success of the society was in 
no small degree due to the services of the presidents, The toast was drunk with 
musical honours. 

The President, in responding, made a very able speech touching upon all kinds of 
matters interesting to his audience. The Broad district had been brought into 
special prominence by Mr. G, C. Davies, and justly so, for his sets of photos were 
admirable, and those who possessed them were fortunate. The President, in con- 
cluding a long and exhaustive speech, expressed his gratification in becoming their 
president, and he heartily wished that every prosperity might attend the society, 
and quoted Izaak Walton—viz : 


** Oh, the brave fisher’s life, 
It is the best of any ; 
Tis full of pleasure, void of strife, 
And *tis beloved by many. 


The President next proposed ‘The Health of the Conservators of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Fishery Boards,” coupled with the name of Mr, E. Field. 

Mr. Field, in response, gave particulars of the work of the board, and 
alluded to the motion of Mr. E. Birkbeck, which had been before the quarterly 
meeting of magistrates that very day, and announced that a committee had been 
appointed to consider what waters (if any) should be added to those at present 
under the jurisdiction of the conservators. He trusted the question would be 
decided in manner satisfactory to all concerned, both to the owners of private waters 
and to those who take such delight in the great sport of angling in our public 
waters, > 

Mr. J. B. Pearce, in proposing ‘The Health of the Norfolk and Suffolk Acclima- 
tisation Society,” referred to the successful work carried out by the society, and 
with the toast he begged to associate the name of Dr. Beverley, a gentleman who 
had devoted a considerable amount of time and money to the cause of pisciculture 
with very successful results, and who would that evening enlighten the company 
with regard to the beautiful specimens which were swimming in the aquaria on the 
tables. 

Dr. Beverley, in returning thanks, gave an interesting sketch of the advantages 
of pisciculture generally. 

The remaining toasts were “The Visitors,” proposed by Mr. F. A. Steward, and 
responded to by the Sheriff and Mr. H. 8.Grimmer; “ The Honorary Secretary,” 
proposed by Mr. Robert Moll, and acknowledged by Mr. C. J. Greene, who gave 
interesting details concerning the progress of the society ; “The Vice-Chairman,” to 
which Mr. Chas. Daniels replied ; ‘* The Ladies,” responded to by Mr. Brittian. 

The Norwich Quartet Party sang glees and songs at intervals, thus enlivening the 
proceedings, which were in every sense very successful, being, in the words of the 
Sheriff, ‘a feast of reason as well as of good things.” ROBERT MOLL. 


Eee 


FINED FOR POACHING THE THAMES. 


JOHN ARMITAGE was summoned before the Brentford Bench, on Saturday last, for 
having in his possession a quantity of unsizeable fish. The summons was taken at 
the instigation of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and Mr. Paine prose- 
cuted on behalf of the Thames Conservancy. Head river-keeper Alfred Thompson, 
of the T.A.P.S., stated that on the evening of Tuesday, the 10th of March, he went 
down the river as far as Chiswick, in company with George Mires and Henry Howard, 
and on examining the boats inside Brentford Eyot, he found in the well of one 
belonging to John Armitage between five and six dozen of unsizeable fish, principally 
dace of 4in. inlength. The boat contained both the name of the defendant and the 
conservancy number and badge. He then went to the defendant's house 
and told him what he had found,-and he denied all knowledge of them. 
With the exception of the fish produced, all the rest he returned to the 
river, Assistant river-keeper George Mires, of the T.A.P.S., corroborated the 
evidence of the previous witness. The only defence set up by the 
defendant was that he did not know how the fish had got into the well of his boat, 
when the Chairman remarked “he had heard of a swarm of frogs; but never of 
fish.” Mr. Paine observed the defendant had been convicted by that bench in 
September, 1880, and fined £5 for unsizeable fish, £5 for an illegal net, £1 costs, 
and the confiscation of the net ; and again in September, 1883, when he was fined 
£2 for unsizeable fish, and 5s. for having no name in his boat. Mr. W. H. 
Brougham was appealed to as to whether the present defendant was not being con- 
fused with Solomon Armitage, and decided otherwise. Mr. Paine said there had 
been a series of convictions against John Armitage, commencing as far back as the 
year 1848, so that he was well known to them. The defendant was fined in the 
sum of 50s., the Chairman making a few practical remarks as to the necessity of 
their supporting the Society in the vindication of the law when it was doing so 
much to protect and preserve the fishery of the Thames for the entire benefit of those 
who angled fairly in it. 





A PLEA FOR THE WATER-OUSEL. 


In a paper which appeared in this Journal, in June, 1883, on the Salmon, a few 
words were said in defence of the water-ousel against a fama which had found 
vent in newspaper correspondence, accusing that most interesting bird of de- 
stroying salmon spawn. An English gentleman, after reading those remarks, has 
written to us, giving a sad illustration of misdirected zeal, which had arisen 
from the reading of such newspaper letters. 

During the previous winter, he was one of a party that spent a few days on 
the banks of a favourite salmon river in Wales. The party wereall enthusiastic 
anglers ; and, fired by the recent outcry against the ousel, they made a raid upon 
these birds, killing thirty in one day. Like the ‘‘Jeddart justices” of old, the 
party then proceeded to convict the slain ; when, lo! on examination by one of 
their number—a well-known English analyst—not a grain of salmon-roe could 
be found in all the thirty crops examined, though it was then the height of 
the salmon spawning season. Like Llewelyn, after slaying Gelert, they had 
time to repent, “ For now the truth was clear.” They had slain the innocent, 
which feed upon insects that prey on salmon ova. They had therefore killed 
one of the salmon’s best protectors. 

No better instance could be adduced of the caution with which popular theories 
in natural history should be received. But besides branding the innocent little 
ousel as a salmon-destroyer, some writers went so far as to assert that the bird 
had no song, and was not worth listening to. The best observers fortunately 
have defended the bird against the charge of being songless ; and in respect to 
its alleged crime of eating salmon-roe, the evidence above given is surely con- 
clusive in favour of its innocence. 

The water-ousel is one of our most unique birds. It is a wader anda diver, 
and though not web-footed, by using its wings it can propel itself under water. 
Its habits are always a delightful study to the observer. The domed nest, with 
its snow-white eggs, isa wonderful structure ; and there is a fascination in watch- 
ing the bird tripping in and out of the water in pursuit of its food, popping 
overhead ever and again, and reappearing for a moment, only to dive and reap- 
pear elsewhere. When rivers are largely frozen over, it is interesting to see how 
boldly the little bird dives from the edge of an ice-sheet into a stream two feet 
or more in depth, how long it can remain under water, and how often it rises to 
breathe and dive again without leaving the stream. The singing of the water- 
ousel is low, but remarkably sweet, and long-continued in the winter time of the 
year, when no other bird but the redbreast is heard ; and when trilled out, 
as the notes frequently are in the clear frosty air, as the bird sits perched on a 
rocky projection or takes its rapid flight up or down the stream, they sound 
clear and melodious, 


THE WATER OUSEL’S SONG. \ 


Whitter ! whitter ! where the water Whitter ! whitter ! o’er the water 
Leaps among the rocks, Still and smooth and deep, 

And the din of the linn Round the pool, clear and cool, 
Swelling thunder mocks, Where the shadows sleep, 

Cheerily and merrily Snowy breast, shadow kissed, 
Ising my roundelay, Whirring on its way, 

Whitter ! whitter ! bright or bitter, Whitter ! whitter ! titter ! titter ! 
Be the winter day ! Ho! the winter day ! 


Whitter ! whitter ! down the water 
Speeding with the stream, 
Snow around wraps the ground 
Ina silent dream ! 
Wood and hill, all are still, 
Birds as mute as clay, 
Whitter ! whitter ! what is fitter 
For a winter day ? 


Whitter ! whitter ! through the water 
By the miller’s wheel, ¢ 
Where the strong water’s song 
Rings a merry peal ; 
Wet or dry, what care I, 
Sporting in the spray ? 
Whitter ! whitter ! twitter! twitter ! 
Flies the winter day. 


Whitter ! whitter ! with the water 
Where the burnies run, 

*Mong the hills, where the rills 
Dance unto the sun, 

In the nooks, where the brooks 
Ripple on foraye, 

Whitter ! whitter ! bright or bitter 
Be the winter day ! 


—J. H. P. in Chambers’s Journal. 


Whitter ! whitter ! in the water 
Busily I ply, Y, 

Ice and snow come and go, 
Nought a care have I. 
Mountain waters flee their fetters, 

So I feed and play, 
Whitter ! whitter ! pitter ! pitter ! 
All the winter day. 








LOCHLEVEN. 
THE following is a list of the club competitions that have entered for the season 
which has just opened, and although such a number has never been reached before, 
the accommodation for private parties is amply provided for. The following are the 
order of dates :— ; 


April 16. Edinburgh. June 16. Stirling. 


3 23. Coatbridge. » 18. Dumfermline. 

» 27. Kirkcaldy. + 20. St. Andrews. 

» 28. Stirling. ;» 23. St. Mungo. 

5» 29. Cockburn. , 24. West End, Dundee. 

» 380. St. Mungo. ,» 25. United, Edinburgh, 
May 1. Bucklend. » 27. Junior, Glasgow. 

3, 2 Doune. July 2. Kinross. 

» 4. Bridge of Allan. » 8. Perth: 

» 5. Walton, Edinburgh. » 9. Dumfermline. 

és 6. Perthshire. » 24. St. Mungo. 

» 7. Kinross. Aug. 1. Doune. 

9 8. St. Andrews. FA 3. Wanderers. 

» 9. Dundee. » 4. Breadalbane. 

y 11. Clackmannan. » 5. Clackmannan. 


» 12. Waverley. 5 6. Cockburn. 





oS wert a 7. St. Mungo. 
; 14. Dunfermline. 5 8. Western. 
» 16. Dundee, Walton. 5 11. Coatbridge. 
» 19. St. Mungo. yt oe erune 
, 9 20. National. , 13. Walton, Edinburgh. 

» 22. West of Scotland. 5 14. Clackmannan. 
» 23. West of Scotland. » 15, Amateur. 
» 25. Blairgowrie. ,, 17. Perthshire. 
» 25. Bridge of Allan. « » 18. Waverley. 
» 27. West End, Dundee. » 19. West End, Dundee. 
» 28. Stirling. ; 20. Dunfermline. 
» 29. Breadalbane. » 21. Kirkcaldy. 
» 3, Amateur. ; 22. Dundee. 

June 4. Kinross. » 24. Stirling. 
» 6. Dundee » 25, St. Mungo. 
» 8. Kirkcaldy. » 26. Walton, Dundee. 
» 9. Rowbank. » 27. Kinross, 
», 10. Perthshire. » 28. West of Scotland. 
» 11. Wanderers. » 29. West of Scotland. 
5 12. Clackmannan. 30, Bridge of Allan. 


» 13. Walton, Dundee. Sept, 2, Championship. 


» 15. Bridge of Allan, 


i. Men 
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a ESTABLISHED IsI7. 


UCAL WHISKEY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST. NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
Warranted 10 Years Old 
248, ner Gall sna carriage Para. ’} 488, per Dozen. 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, E.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
tive af (Cold SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, andentirely 
FREE from FUSED OIL. 


Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all , 
Wine Merchants and Retailers, > 
















SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
* 11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


ANGLERS PREPARE |! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


“(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices, 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884, 


SOLE AGENT FOR- THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 

' this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 


ais To aN part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
8 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo, Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh, 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON Low, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, H.C, 


phe. Pishings; Gazette. 
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THAMES RIPARIAN OWNERS AND THAMES ANGLERS. 


CONFERENCE RESPECTING THE THAMES ANGLING QUESTION. 





AT the Great Western Hotel on Friday, the 17th inst., delegates from 
the various Thames Angling Associations met, by invitation, the 
committee of the Thames Riparian Owners Association. The latter 
Association was represented by Sir Gilbert East (chairman), Lord 
Abinger, Messrs. Mackenzie, Scott Murray, Ashby, Simmons, 
and Vidler. The Angling Associations were represented respectively 
as follows :—The Thames Angling Preservation Society, by Messrs. 
Thomas Spreckley and W. H. Brougham ; Maidenhead, Mr. Day ; 
Windsor, Mr. Wright’; Henley, Messrs. J. W. Knight and GC. H. 
Cook ; Reading, Mr. Creed ; and Oxford, Mr. W. Kelson. 

Sir Gilbert East said the Association which he represented had convened the 
meeting in the hopes of coming to an amicable arrangement with the Thames 
Angling Associations with regard to the Thames fisheries, the welfare of which 
they (the R.-O. Association) were anxious to promote. Mr. Allett, of 
Cirencester, who is secretary to the Riparian Owners Association, then 
explained the view the riparian owners took of the angling question, and read a 
resolution passed at a recent meeting to the effect that the Riparian Owners 








Association thought it desirable to establish friendly relations with anglers, to 
arrange ajletting of, the fisheries generally to:the Angling Associations at 


moderate rents, and to call a conference to consider the subject. It. was in 


pursuance of that resolution that this conference had been called, The riparian 
owners had established their rights to the fisheries, and were now willing to let 


them at nominal rents, which might be returned as subscriptions. Certain 


pieces of water would be reserved ; and with regard to bank angling, tickets 


could be issued to persons to fish from the towpath. Mr. Thomas Spreckley 
said it was impossible for him to assent to such a proposal without first 
consulting his constituents. The offer was certainly a generous one, but he 
thought the subject one with which the Legislature must deal sooner or later, 
If the Associations were to rent the fisheries, there would still be a number of 
London anglers who did not belong to the Associations, and who, probably, would 
not feel themselves bound by what the Associations had done. He was aware 
of the report of the Select Committee with regard to the fisheries ; but notwith- 
standing that report, many people were still of the opinion that though there 
might be a few private fisheries in the Thames, the whole of the fisheries were 
not private. Mr. Allett said that they were only asked to lease 
such portions of the river as were undoubtedly private; but in 
the course of conversation it appeared that he referred to the greater 
portion of the river. Mr. Knight said that in Roman Catholic times 
the poorer classes who lived at any distance from the sea must have gone to the 
great rivers for fish for their fast-day repasts.. He held that from the earliest 
times there must in consequence have been a free and common right of taking 
fish from the Thames. The Chairman said it would be useless to discuss that 
question now ; the question to consider was whether the Associations would 
lease the fisheries. Mr. Allett pointed out that such an arrangement would give 
the Associations powers of prosecution which they did not now possess. Mr. 
Knight, in reply, said they were given ample powers of prosecution by the Con- 
servancy’s by-laws, and were quite content with the existing arrangement ; all they 
wanted was to be left alone. Mr. Dayremarked that if the Associations rented 
the fisheries, they could stop the poaching in the ditches. Mr. C. H. Cook 
asked the length of time for which the leases would be granted. Sir Gilbert 
East thought that was a matter of detail. Mr. Cook said it was a most 
important point. He had not the least doubt that present owners, if the 
proposed agreements came into existence, would carry them out fairly. and 
honourably ; but their successors might take a different view, and the 
Associations, after having strengthened a possibly doubtful title, might, 
at the end of their lease, find themselves in a very awkward position. He 
would also ask whether, in taking leases, any objections would be raised to the 
usual investigations of title ? A public body would hardly be doing right to take 
a fishery on lease without doing so in a proper and business-like way. Mr. 
Allett said an investigation of title was quite unnecessary ; but after some 
further conversation, Sir Gilbert East said the committee of the Riparian 
Owners’ Association could not possibly bind their members to allow an 
investigation of title ; but they (the committee) would give every facility in their 
power. He thought further conversation on the subject was useless. 

Mr. Spreckley moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding, saying 
that they very cordially appreciated the kindly and generous offer that had been 
made them by the Riparian Association, and he hoped such friendly relations 
would continue. The motion was seconded by Mr. Knight, and the meeting 
broke up after having lasted about two hours. 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


A CONTEMPORARY on the Pacific coast states that a 901b. salmon has been sent 
to Queen Victoria by some loyal subject in Oregon. It is expected to go 
through from Columbia to the Thames in fourteen days. 

* * * * 


How much will this salmon lose in weight on the voyage? Just 90lb., we 

expect, 
cy * * * 

Captain the Hon. J. T, Fitzmaurice, R.N., presides to-day at the annual 
dinner of the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Thames Angling Association, 
which takes place at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead Bridge, A 

* * * * * 

As will be seen from the report in our columns, a friendly meeting of 
Thames riparian owners and representatives of Thames angling associations 
was held at the Great Western Hotel last Saturday. An interesting feature of 
the affair was that the riparian owners had called the meeting in the hope of 
coming to some friendly settlement of their dispute with anglers—a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished for. g Y 

But valuable as are the blessings of peace, it is unfortunately possible at 
times to purchase them too dearly. For anglers to accept the offer of the 
riparians would, as Mr. C. H. Cook, of the Inner Temple, pointed out, destroy 
their just claims, and only secure the permission to fish for a few years per- 
haps. In fact, in our opinion, anglers would simply be selling their birthright 
for a mess of pottage. 

* * * # 

Of course, if riparian owners who claim rights would only produce their title- 
deeds, anglers would then know what they were being asked to pay for—no one 
with a good title to what they claimed would object. 

* * * ® 


Mr. John Elder, of Glasgow, 2 member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, and well 
known to many of our readers as a skilful and enthusiastic angler, had a basket 
of ten brace of good trout on Loch Awe one day last week. 

* a * * * 

The proprietors of salmon fishings in the river Teith have lodged a petition 
against the Glasgow Water Bill, and intend to oppose it in Parliament. The 
salmon will not ascend the river even to spawn, except in floods, and if the 
floods of Loch Katrine district are retained, as is proposed by the Bill, the flood- 
water coming down the Teith will be considerably lessened, and salmon will 
not be able to the same extent as they do now to get up tospawn. The- Teith 
proprietors have endeavoured to get the Water Commissioners to agree to send 
additional compensation water down the Teith; but they decline todo so. 
Another ground of opposition to the Bill is the effect which the withdrawal 
of so large a quantity of water will have on the amenity of the river. It is un- 
derstood that the Stirling Town Council, who are proprietors of salmon fishings 
in the Forth, have consented to accept an annual sum as compensation for 
prospective loss of revenue from this source, 

* * * * * 

The portion of the Loddon and St. Patrick’s stream, rented jointly by the 
Henley and Reading Associations, hashad placed in it quite recently about two 
thousand very fine Loch Leven trout fry. Five thousand fry of the same 
variety were turned in last year, some of which appear to have worked their 
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way as far up the river as Twyford Mill, two having been caught in a 
minnow net in the mill tail. In each case the fry were turned in on a long 
shallow, where there is hardly sufficient water for pike or perch, and where an 
abundance of weeds afforded fine shelter for the little fish. At the present 
time a careful watch is being kept on the ditches and creeks connected with 
the river to prevent the indiscriminate slaughter of spawning pike. One con- 
viction has already resulted. The delinquents were Clement Burton, John 
Martin, and George Franklin, and they were charged at the Wokingham Petty 
Sessions, on the 14th inst., with having taken or attempted to take a jack in a 
watercourse at Twyford running into the Loddon during the statutory close 
time for all freshwater fish—that is, between the 15th of March and the 15th of 
June. The Bench fined the prisoners 5s. each, with 8s. 6d. costs each. The 
conviction will no doubt have a salutary effect. 
* * * * * 

A correspondent writes : “I send you a sketch of a knot for attaching reel- 
line to trace or cast. Itis very simple—merely a figure of 8 knot, with the 
end doubled before passing through finally. 
when your fingers are numbed. Mr. Smith, the oldest subscriber at Ford's 
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Fishery on the Lea, taught it to me. N.B.—It isa safe knot.” As this simple 
and useful fastening may be new to some of our readers, we give it; but we 
consider—for the the fly cast, at any rate—the best plan is to spliceapiece of gut 
to the reel-line neatly, and fasten your gut cast to that with the ordinary water 
knot. We find a cast put on in this way casts better than any other ; and if you 
have occasion to wind up very short, the splice runs through the rings without 
bother. 
* * * * * 
Grilse have made their appearance on the coast near Aberdeen. The first— 
a fish weighing close on 3lb.—was got at Skaterow Station, some miles south of 
Dee mouth, on Thursday, 16th inst. 
* * 





* * * 


We have received from the London office of the American News Company a 
copy of the April number of Outing : an Illustrated Monthly Magazine of Recrea- 
tion, We should imagine, from the excellent nature of its illustrations and its 
general get-up, that it has a large circle of readers in America, and it only 
needs to be known to be equally appreciated in this country of outdoor sports 
and recreation. We hope the editors will see their way to introduce some illus- 
trated articles on angling. 
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Judging from the great interest shown by members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club 
in the specimen cases of flies already sent by fly-makers, we should say it would 
pay other firms to follow suit. It costs very little to set up a card of flies, with 
their names, in an ordinary picture-frame, and to have them exhibited on the 
walls of a club numbering over two hundred of the best fly-fishers in the 
country, must prove a splendid advertisement. They can be sent to the care of 
the Editor of this paper, or direct to the Hon. Secretaries, 10, Adelphi-terrace, 
Strand, London, who will also be glad to receive catalogues and particulars of 
fishing quarters or other matters of interest to fly-fishers. 

* * * * * 

Copies of the objects and rules of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, with a list of the 
names of gentlemen who have already joined, can be had by writing to the 
Hon. Secretaries as above. 

* * * * * 

At the suggestion of Mr. Boyd Moss, one of the members, an “ Information 
Wanted” book has beenstarted, andis likely to prove most valuable and interesting. 
A member in want of information about a certain fly, or a certain river, &c., 
writes his query in a space marked out for it, and space is left for any members 
who can do so to answer it. This is an idea we recommend to the notice of all 
angling clubs as being well worth adopting. ; f 

* * * * * 

The Cambridge and Ely Angling Association, in order to prevent, as much as 
possible, strangers angling in the many miles of water they rent, have passed a 
resolution ‘that all persons not resident in the county of Cambridge, or Isle of 
Ely, or within a radius of ten miles thereof, shall be elected honorary members 
on payment of a subscription of one guinea per annum, but shall not be entitled 
to take part in any of the Society's meetings.” Unless we are greatly mis- 
taken, the annual subscription of members resident within the districts named 
is only five shillings. 

* * * * * 

Mr. A. G. Ellis, in seconding this alteration, said : ‘“ He remembered that the 
Society was started as a local one; they preserved Iccal waters for local 
anglers, and he did not see why they should be swamped by gentlemen who 
came there for pot-hunting. They took every fish they could lay hold of, irre- 
spective of size or weight. He was sorry that they had got some pot-hunters 
at Cambridge.” 

* * * * * 

Surely a society boasting over five hundred members can inforce any rules 
they like to make against the killing of undersized fish, and it seems somewhat 
ungracious to brand all strangers as “gentlemen pot-hunters,”’ and in the same 
breath admit some of the resident members also go in for pot-hunting. The 
evil arises manifestly from the absence of rules against taking undersized fish, 
or the inability to inforce them. By all means, punish unfair fishing ; but it 
does seem unfair to practically exclude London anglers because the club do not 
prevent “ pot-hunting.” 
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To state that Londoners take undersized fish 1o weigh in at their clubs is 
untrue, because no London club permits such unsportsmanlike conduct. 

* * * * * = 


_ Mr, A. W. Stone, of Bath, whilst fly-fishing for salmon in Wales on the 15th 
Inst., rose and killed two fresh-run salmon, in fine condition, weighing 15lb. 
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SALMON AND TrRovuT.—In consequence of the salmon fry not being sufficiently 
forward for removal, the turning-in of the small fish at Sunbury as announced 
for this day (Saturday) is postponed until Wednesday, the 6th of May, at 
three o’clock precisely. 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
hehimself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
asthe eed pede annie ad wits ores by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 

sed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, D 3 Dr i . Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADY'.) ta letiek ww both rac rani iT 


You can undo it in the dark, or: 


ON EYED-HOOKS, AND THE TURNED-DOWN EYE AS APPLIED TO 
SALMON HOOKS. 


By H,. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 


Mr. Bankart claims the turned-down eyed-heok also! : 

He made a ‘series of experiments” with them, &c. Did I not rightly say that he 
was “insatiable”? ... and yet I should have thought that the result of his last 
“correspondence” with me, and the final fiasco of the “angle of 12 degrees,” 
which he “meant” to be “45” (which ought to have been 24), and so forth, would 
not have been encouraging enough to have tempted him to repeat the experiment. 
However, the collapsed balloon has been re-inflated, and is apparently emulous 
of fresh flights of fancy. It must have been by a mighty effort your correspondent 
restrained himself from dashing into print when he read my first article : the second 
was altogether more than he could away with. “Here is that pestilent fellow 
writing again on eyed-hooks ! poaching on my sacred preserves. But I 
can’t stand this. Bring me my sword and spear, or rather my pen and ink, and 
let me have at him—‘ Gregory, remember thy swashing blow.’” . . . 

“Oh! Mr. Bankart, why wiél/ you continue to imagine that you have a sort of 
monopoly of the subject of eyed-hooks? Is it not enough for it to have been 
shown that the eyed-hook idea—turned-up eyed, straight-eyed, needle-eyed, and I 
have no doubt turned-down eyed also—is at least half a centuryold? Why willyou 
insist on courting fresh disaster? Surely my own disclaimer of anything like 
inyentor’s honours was sufficiently explicit and comprehensive to have disarmed 
even envy for any small part in the perfecting of the eyed-hook system which it may 
have been in my power to play. Must I always have you performing the part of 
the “ tin-kettle,” whenever I take a ramble in the pleasant columns of the FISHING 
GAZETTE? : 

But to be serious. I do not, of course, object to Mr. Bankart, who, I believe, 
really has, with Mr. Hall, played a leading part in the great eyed-hook battle, 
criticising, either favourably or unfavourably, my suggestions. Iam only a raw 
recruit in the noble army of which Mr, Bankart and Mr. Hall are veterans ; 
but what I have a right to object to are such misrenderings of matters of 
fact rather than of opinion, and such misquotations of my own views, as compel me, 
however much against my desire, to bore your readers with controversial replies on 
matters ofan almost purely personal interest. Forexample : Your correspondent, in the 
second paragraph of his letter on turned-up or turned-down eyes, published in your last 
impression, writes : ‘the effect of the pull on the hook-point (with the turned-down 
eye) will be almost exactly the same” as with the turned-up eye (the italics are mine) ; 
and in the 4th paragraph : “ with the up-turned eye the puw// must be in aline with the 
back of the hook wire, and with the down-turned eye it must be in a line with the wnder 
side of the shank.” (The italics are his.) The latter sentence—which simply 
repeats my own observation—is directly at variance with the former sentence. Again, 
Mr. Bankart commences by quoting a previous letter from himself as to the 
“ decided disadvantages” of turned-down eyes, and ends by saying: “ Mr. Pennell is 


| quite right in his views on the turned-down eye” ; which views were emphatically 


expressed to be that there are no disadvantages in it whatever! Further, Mr, 
Bankart pays me the compliment of “differing from me in opinion so far as this— 
that the larger the hook the greater the benefit of the turn-down eye.” .. . 
Whatever my views may be, J never expressed any such opinion, or, in fact, any 
opinion either’, way; andif Mr. Bankart can show where I have done so, I will 
admit frankly that he did not “create” the statement for the purpose of dissenting 
from it. Finally as to knots, in order to prove that the knot figured in my article of 
the 28th of March had been already made public, he quotes a letter from Mr. James, 
in the FISHING GAZETTE, describing a fastening which isnot the same, buta different 
one ; and different in a point (the supplementary knot at the end) which is so radical 
that it would make it practically impossible to tie the knot at allin the manner described 
by me—the particular merit and simplicity of which consists in the fact that no nice 
adjustment of length is required, and that the ‘“ superfluous gut” is “cut off to 
within 1-16th of an inch of the knot.” But I feel I have already occupied 
too much valuable space in exposing the inaccuracies and “ wantsof exactitude” for 
which the last letter of your correspondent is as remarkable as that to which my 
attention was directed on a. former occasion. 


With regard to the remarks of Mr. H.S. Hall, which are, I need hardly observe, 


entitled to every consideration, I will only offer a very short criticism, because many 
of the points on which there appears to be some divergence between his views and 
my own are just such as his opinion and mine might reasonably be expected to differ 
on. In other words, Mr. Hall very naturally prefers the system of hooks and 
knotting which he has himself adopted, and so ably advocated in these columns, to any 
modifications, or, as I must consider them, improvements introduced by others— 
tot homines tot sententie. Your readers will decide for themselves. It is, for ex- 
ample, his opinion that “there are other knots equally good and as easy to tie, and 
that without any fly-protector.” Here, of course,I hold a view exactly opposite, and 
am of opinion that there is no other knot which even approaches that described in 
my article of the 28th of March for perfect simplicity and efficiency. I will even 
go further, and say that I am disposed to think the “new ” knot, combined with the 
fly-protector—and possibly some of your readers would add “ the turn-down eye 
also” ?—affords the first basis for believing that eyed-hooks can ever be really 
generally adopted by the “rank and file” of trout fly-fishers. When he says, how- 
ever, that as regards the “ twist-point,” bend of hook, &c., my opinions have changed 
during the last twelve months, I can only suppose that he has misread or misunder- 
stood the unpublished letters to which he alludes, Not that I should in the faintest 
degree mind changing my opinion on these or any other subjects, or frankly avewing 
the change, whether privately or prblicly (for I hold that the man who never 
changes his opinions must be either an ass, or one who sacrifices truth to consistency), 
but that I am quite unconscious in the present case of having done so, I always 
have objected, on mechanical principles, to the “twist point,” as involving a direct 
loss of penetrating power ; but I thought—and think—that, having reference to such 
principles, the bend of Mr. Hall’s hooks possesses at least one especially excellent 
quality in the obtuseness of the angle at the beginning of the turn, where the 
greatest strain occurs, and which, if combined with some slight modifications in 
regard to the “ rankness” of the short or point-side, and the “set” and “ spring ” of 
the metal loop, would probably approach very closely to perfection. By the ‘ rank- 
ness” of the point-side, I mean that I am inclined to think it is not quite 
sufficiently coincident with the angle of impact. ... I must, however, distinctly 
demur to Mr. Hall’s assumption that when I “first objected to eyed-hooks it was 
because the turned-up eye was so conspicuous and ‘unfly-like”” In my letter to the 
GAZETTE of the 1st November last I very clearly state what was my primary objec- 
tion—viz., that the “in-and-out process” (as I described Mr. Hall’s knot) ‘“‘ would 
in practice be found an obstacle at starting almost insuperable”; and to further 
remove any doubt, if doubt were possible, I continue :—“ This is really the gist of 
the whole matter, and much more important than the relative conspicuousness or 
otherwise of the turned-up eye.” 

The above is quoted from my second letter to the GAZETTE—the first is almost 
entirely directed to this point—the knotting-on difficulty—twenty-thrce lines being 
devoted to it, and five only to the subject of the ‘‘ conspicuousness” of the turned- 
upeye. How, then, can Mr. Hall—in order apparently to suggest that I have shifted 
my standpoint—say that when “I first objected to eyed-hooks it was because the eye 
was so conspicuous and ‘un-fly-like’”’ ? 

One more remark and I have done. Mr. Hall appears to be under the impression 
that the hooks figured in my article of the 11th inst. are those originally described 
in the “ Modern Practical Angler,” and other of my brochures. “If I am not mis- 
taken,” he says, “ Mr. Pennell has returned to his old pattern.” I may assure Mr. 
Hall that he is mistaken, as I think a very slight examination of the two engravings 
would immediately show. My old pattern was not specially designed for dressing 
artificial flies ; my new pattern is so designed, and notably in the matter of the 
length of the shank as compared with the diameter of the bend, 
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Having now dealt at as much length as space permits and courtesy requires with 
the principal matters touched upon in the letters of your correspondents, I come to 
the primary object of this article, which is to illustrate hy diagrams what I think 
is the correct set of the turn-down eye as applied to salmon hooks, and the appear- 
ance of the fly itself, and the knot adapted to such hooks, when attached to a cast- 
ing-line. 

Fig. 1 exactly indicates the form and “set” of the turn-down eye, which appear, 
so far as I can judge by experiments short of actual trial on the river bank, 
to produce the most perfect results. The diagram further illustrates the mode of 
attaching the gut (which is that also producing the most perfect knot when gut 





Fig, 1.—TuURNED-DOWN EyED SALMON Hook AnD Knot. 


loops are employed instead of metal). The end of the gut—previously well 
moistened—having been reeved through the loop B, and over the hook-shank, by the 
“in-and-out process,” a half-hitch is made, as shown at A, and then by a sort of 
“ pushing and pulling ” movement combined, is drawn down into the eye of the loop, 
the central link, C, being at the same time pulled tight. 

This knot, it will be observed, is the same as that advocated by Mr. Hall for 
knotting the gut to turned-up eyes of trout-hooks, merely reversing the position ; in 
fact, if the point-side of the hook were turned upwards instead of downwards when 
tying it, the process would be identical. Of course the difficulty which occurs with 
the above mode of attachment where the hook-eyes are very minute, is, for all 
practical purposes, got rid of in the case of large hooks with comparatively 
capacious eyes. I have used this knot for many years in attaching salmon-flies with 
gut loops to casting-lines, and it makes by far the neatest and most perfect knot, 
whether the gut-loop be of single or twisted gut. 

The appearance of the fly itself when dressed on one of these hooks, and knotted 
on to the casting-line ready for work, is shown by Fig. 2. 
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Fic. 2.--"SALMON- FLY WITH TURN-DOWN METAL LOOP ATTACHED TO CASTING LINE, 


It will be seen from this engraving, which is, in all respects, a facsimile of the 
actual shank of the hook and of the fly—a Silver Doctor—how neat and workman- 
like is its appearance, and how correct and admirable the line of the gut in relation 
to the hook-shank and body of the fly. 

Messrs. Warner, of Redditch, are.now making some experimental salmon-hooks 
with turn-down eyes under my instructions, and will, Ivhope, shortly be in a 
position to supply the trade, or any fly-fishers who may care to give them atrial. It 
cannot, however, be too often or too strongly repeated that (as also in the case of 
metal-looped trout-flies) a perfect result can only be obtained by the utmost care 
and nicety in the manufacture of the hooks, having especial regard to the angle of 
the loop, something over 45 degrees being, I find, the correct angle—to the size of 
the loop, which should, moreover, in all cases, be brazed, not merely twisted—and 
last, but by no means least, to the direct “spring” of the loop from the (perfectly 
straight) shank ; the avoidance, that is, of any preliminary bending or inclination 
of the latter, however slight. All*these points are accurately reproduced in Fig. 1, 
and if they are rigidly adhered to, without any so-called “improvements” on the 
part of the hook-maker, or modifications of any kind, I cannot help thinking that 
they would have a very fair chance of becoming popular amongst salmon-fishers. 

As regards the bend of the hooks, the illustrations must be taken only as an 
approximation. The hooks Messrs, Warner are making for me have a “first bend” 
not altogether unlike that I have already spoken of with high praise in Mr. Hall’s 
trout-hooks,—the object being to diminish the danger of breaking, bending, or 
“springing” at that point, whilst, by a straight point-side free, of course, from any 
“side twist,” and slightly inclined inwards, giving the maximum of penetration and 
holding power. 

Let me, in conclusion, as in the case of the turned-down eyed trout-hooks, again 
repeat my absolute disclaimer of any “inventing” or originating. I daresay the 
idea of turned-down eyed salmon-hooks is as old as thatof the eyed trout-hooks. Mr. 
Kelson mentioned them to me in conversation (indeed, if I remember, it was his men- 
tion of them that gave me the first idea of trying experiments) ; and very likely others 
have seen them and tried them years ago. It cannot be said, however, that they 
have so far found any general favour, and I think the reason very likely is that the 
niceties of adjustment and manufacture adverted to have not been sufficiently 
studied. These form the “ part of Hamlet” in the matter. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 


The distribution of prizes among the members of the above society took place on 
the 15th inst. The evening being wet, prevented several friends from attending. 
-Among those present were Mr. Donne, from the South Hackney Anglers, Mr. Ben- 
nington, Crown Anglers, Deptforl, Mr. Gambel, Mr. Storey, E. Diggins, F. Arnsby 
and Son, and several friends from the west. Mr. H. Flower presided, assisted by 
Mr. C.Grant. After afew words from the secretary in reference to the society and 
_ the prizes, the chairman proceeded to distribute the prizes. First on the list came 
Mr. R. Smith, who had exhibited 28 shows of fish during the season, and succeeded 
in winning 13 prizes; 2nd, Mr. G. Dodd, who had 12 shows, receiving 5 prizes ; 
3rd, Mr. E. Pyne, who had 8 shows, receiving 4 prizes; 4th., Mr. C. A. Pocock, 
who had 13 shows, getting 5 prizes; 5th, Mr. C. Grant (‘Our Baron”) has been 
“barren” in prizes this year, for out of 14 shows he won 3 prizes. The other prizes 
were distributed between Messrs. J. Davis, R. Chantry, H. Flower, J. Hotham, and 
W. Marsh. Iam requested by the members to return their sincere thanks to the 
donors of the above prizes, and they trust that during the coming season that there 
may be more competitors for any prizes the donors may be pleased to offer for 
competition. The rest of the evening was spent in vocal and instrumental amuse- 
ment, contributed by our Worthy Host, Mr. T. Hughes, Mr. Bennington, Mr. H. 
Flowers, Mr. Donne, Mr. G. Dodd, Mr. Arnsby, sen., Mr. Arnsby, jun., and Messrs. 
Gambel, Pocock, Grant, Davis, Hotham, and several friends. The following 
gentlemen offered prizes for competition for next season: Messrs. T. Hughes, A. 
Halmen, R. Chantry, R. Smith, Moody, Flower, C. A. Pocock, G. Dodd, J. Davis, C. 
oe and F, Arnshy, For the above prizes please accept the sincere thanks of 
ew DIXIE, : 





CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting was held on Monday last, the 20th inst., at the Forester’s 
Hall, the chair being taken by the president, Mr. P. Geen, at 8.30 p.m. The secretary, 
Mr. Ghurney, read the minutes of the last delegate’s meeting, which were duly con- 
firmed. He then reported that during the morning he had an interview with Mr. 
Humphreys, of the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway, who had approved 
the proposed new privilege ticket, and intended to have printed some 500 lists of 
stations and fares for distribution amongst the various angling societies. Mr. 
Humphreys had also presented Messrs. Ghurney and Field with free passes to visit 
the various stations to report upon the fishing probabilities of the future. In the 
course of conversation, Mr. Humphreys stated that his company had quite decided 
not to continue anglers’ excursions to Pulborough and Amberley for Sundays similar 
to those until lately under the management of Mr. Clout, that he had noticed the 
letters and remarks recently published as to the withdrawal of the excursion, and 
he wished the anglers of London clearly to understand, for once and for all, that the 
Anglers’ Association was in no way responsible for their discontinuance. The presi- 
dent stated he had seen Mr. Story-Maskelyne and written to Sir Trevor Lawrence, 
and had been assured that the objections the Anglers’ Association had raised had 
been entirely done away with, and the amended Bill seemed perfectly satisfactory. 
Mr. Tibbatts next read the-committee’s report and statement of accounts, 
which was received with every manifestation of satisfaction. Mr. Rich 
proposed, and Mr. Flowers seconded— That the report and statement of 
accounts be received and adopted.” After a few questions had been asked and satis- 
factorily replied to, the proposition was unanimously carried. A short discussion 
then ensued as to the desirability of preserving and restocking the river Lea, and it 
was decided that it was our duty to do it, and energetic action will shortly be taken 
to make it a great success. The next business was the election of president, vice- 
chairman, trustees, and committee for the next 12 months. Mr. Field, in a few 
eloquent sentences, proposed Mr. P. Geen as president. This was seconded by Mr. 
Bunn, and carried with prolonged cheering. Mr. Beckett was next proposed as vice- 
chairman by Mr. Welch, seconded by Mr. Jennings. This was carried with acclama- 
tion, Messrs: Manning, Tibbatts, and Field were re-elected trustees. Mr. Manning 
returned thanks for himself and co-trustees, and, in reply to a question, stated that 
their principal duty consisted in seeing that the monies of the association were 
banked, and it could only be drawn by special votes. The election 
of committeemen was next proceeded with, and the following twenty- 
four gentlemen elected :—Messrs. Kidd, Thorling, Welch, Murphy, Hobden, 
Green, Walker, Cox, Starr, Clarke, Gray, Aldridge, Wagner, Hotham, Page, 
Jennings, Bunn, Parker, Castell, Rich, Aitchison, Reynolds, Buttery, and High. Mr. 
Murphy returned thanks on behalf of the whole committee for their re-election. Mr. 
Hayes and Mr. Fitcham were appointed auditors, Fourteen gentlemen were then 
elected to represent the Association at the Anglers’ Benevolent Society—namely, 
Messrs. Manning, Field, Aldridge, Murphy, Chambers, Hotham, Clarke, Beckett, 
High, Marston, Dymond, Jennings, Gray, and Page. Mr. Gafney was re-elected 
tyler. The following proposition by Mr. Manning, in a little elegant speech 
eulogistic of the president, was put and carried with applause “ That a hearty vote of 
thanks be tendered to Mr. Geen for the magnificent gift of 180lb. of tench to the 
London anglers.” Mr. Tibbatts seconded the proposition, reminding the delegates 
that at no distant date such services must produce good results, not only to the 
members of this Association, but to anglers at large, and that ultimately our presi- 
dent would reap the reward, not only of this, but all his other labours. (Cheers.) Mr. 
Geen, in reply, said he hoped to have many opportunities of assisting to stock the 
Lea. Mr. Beckett proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Messrs. Tibbatts and Parker 
for the services they have rendered during the past year by reporting the meetings 
of the Association to the Piscatorial Press. Carried unanimously. Messrs, Tibbatts 
and Parker having replied, a vote of thanks to the president brought this successful 
and important meeting to a conclusion. The following 45 clubs answered the roll- 
call :—Alexandra, Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Burdett, City of London, Cavendish, 
Clapton, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Crown and Buckland, Duke of Norfolk, 
Dalston, Eustonian, Edmonton and Tottenham, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Grange, 
Globe, Gresham, Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, 
Izaak Walton, Little Independent, Metropolitan, North-Eastern, Original Alexandra, 
Phoenix, Prince of Wales, Peckham Brothers, Portsmouth Waltonians, Queen's, 
Royal George, Rodney, St. John’s, Sir Hugh Myddleton, South London, Stepney, 
Sociable Brothers, Stoke Newington, West Ham Brothers, Waltonian, Westbourne 
Park, Wellington, Turnham Green Sun Dial.—H. J, TIBBATTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 1s. from 
P. Geen, Esq., President Anglers’ Association, and 10s. 6d. from H, Dickenson, Esq., 
Richmond Piscatorials, annual subscriptions.—R. GHURNEY. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting of this society was held last Wednesday evening, when our 
members decided that the annual dinner and distribution of prizes shall take place 
on Wednesday, May 13th. Also I wish to remind our members that next Wednesday 
will be quarterly night, when you are all earnestly requested to attend.—O. H. M. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting was held at the club-house on Monday last, Mr. George Colls 
in the chair. The ordinary routine business was gone through. Mr. H. J. Beck 
gave an interesting account of his trout captures from the Lea about Waltham. 
During the present season he had taken 13 fish, all with the fly, the smallest over 
1lb., the largest over 3lb. Mr. Beck described the fish (with only one exception) as 
in the most wretched condition, so much so that he, as an angler, felt compelled to 
return them all (excepting the one before referred to), Mr. Beck is very strong in 
his opinion that the Lea trout are later in spawning than those of the Thames, and, 
as far as his experience goes this season, I consider his takes have proved his asser- 
tions. I feel sure that all fish vary for several causes in the times of their spawning. 
The fish themselves can easily be told by an expert from what water they have been 
taken, and waters themselves vary in temperature, and vegetation growing in them 
is also forward or backward from the like cause. Our smoking concert will be next 
Monday, when I hope for a good muster of members and friends. All anglers are 
welcomed, and I venture to say that we always have vocal and instrumental music 
of a very enjoyable character.—HENRY HowsE, hon. sec. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Tne fiffth annual dinner of this society took ‘place on the 15th inst., in the large 
hall of the Cobden Club and Institute, kindly placed at its disposal by the committee 
of that club. The tables were very tastefully laid out, and nearly 7) members and 
friends partook of the substantial repast provided for them by Mr. Debus, of Pimlico- 
road. Mr. Handover presided, and Mr. G. Jenkins took the vice-chair. Among the 
visitors may be mentioned Mr. Geen, the president of the Anglers’ Association, and 
Mr. Webb, of the Prince Arthur. At the conclusion of the dinner Mr. Handover read 
the secretary’s report, which was to the following effect :— He congratulated the 
society upon the ‘progress made during the year, as also upon the position of the 
society in general. It was not considered necessary to go into the whole of the items 
in the balance-sheet, as that would be laid before the membersin due course. There 
were, however, one or two matters that might be interesting to note. They had, 
through the generosity of some of the members and kind friends, been enabled to 
provide no less than 50 prizes. This was a considerable increase on the previous 
year, being nearly double. The names of the winners of these would be duly 
announced when the prizes were distributed ; but it might be worth remarking that 
Mr, Webley appeared to have been the most successful competitor, he having taken 


198 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Apri 25, 1885.. 


reer SN A AEE EE ES Rr SE SE SS 





no less than seven prizes. Several other matters were then touched upon, and 
the report concluded, expressing the thanks of the members to those kind friends 
who had so generously contributed to the prizes, as also the secretary's thanks to 
those members and officers of the society who had assisted him during the past year. 
The report was received with loud applause and many expressions of approval. The 
most interesting event of the evening then took place—viz., the distribution of prizes, 
which, owing to the number, took up a considerable time. They consisted, for the 
most part, of various sums of money ; but there were also some very useful and orna- 
mental articles, including several silver cups. Among the most successful winners 
were Messis. Webley, Stead, Green, Tucker, Hammons, W. Jenkins, Maples, Sharland, 
G. Jenkins, T. Cocks, and Philpot. Each member, as he proceeded to the table to re- 
ceive his prize, was greeted with loud cheers, especially Mr, Webley, who had to go up 
seven different times. After the prizes were distributed, several toasts were proposed 
by the chairman, the first being “ Success to the Cobden Club and Institute.” This 
was received with great applause (as it always is at similar festive gatherings). It 
was responded to by Mr. H. Dicks, an ex-president. of the club, who, in a few well- 
chosen remarks, claimed for the managemeat that they had always given every 
facility and encouragement for the formation of branch societies‘in connection with 
the parent club, and hoped that future committees would do likewise. The next 
toast was “Success to the Cobden Angling Society.” This was responded to by Mr. 
Reeyes, the secretary, who said he had very little to add to the report which had 
been. read, but hoped that the same success would attend the society in the present 
year as it had in the past. After this the chairman then proposed “ Success to the 
Central Angling Association.” Mr. Geen, the president, on rising to respond, was 
received with loud cheers, and, in an excellently-worded speech, placed before the 
meeting the important works that the Central Angling Association had done for the 
general body of its members. Among some of them may be mentioned the preser- 
yation of rivers from poaching, the supplying of fish to waters where needed, and the 
concessions obtained from the railway companies for cheap fares for upwards of 
500 different stations at a considerable reduction from the usual tariffs. 
The iconcessions were the result of the united and persistent efforts 
of the Association, and had proved the necessity of combination. He 
very urgently advocated the claims of the Anglers’ Benevolent Association to more 
general support from the enormous number of anglers residing in and around the 
metropolis; for in the hour of sickness or distress the Association was ever willing to 
assist its members, which was much better than having to depend on friends and 
charity. He concluded a very forcible speech by impressing upon all anglers the 
necessity of at once joining the Association. The last toast given was “The 
Visitors.” This was responded to by Mr. Barnett, with a few complimentary re- 


marks upon the very kind manner that he had been received, and the great pleasure | 


he felt at being present on that interesting occasion, A long list of prizes was then 
read out which haye been promised for the ensuing year. Among them may be 
mentioned a valuable fishing-rod, given by Mr. Barnett; a silver cup and other 
prizes, given by Mr. Webb, of the Prince Arthur, besides sums of money from various 
members and friends amounting together to upwards of £10. As the evening 
was now far advanced, the remainder of the time, was devoted to an harmonic 
entertainment. Some very excellent songs were given, and among them may be 
mentioned the following :—Mr. G. Jenkins, ‘‘ Under the Parlour Stairs” ; Mr. Reeves, 
“The Thistle and the Rose” ; Mr. F. Russell, ‘ Duck-foot Sue”; Mr. Jennings, “ I 
Tickled her under the Chin”; Mr. T. Cocks, ‘“‘Midshipmite” ; Mr. J. Pitney, “ We 
Neyer Speak as We Pass By”; Mr. R. Tippett, “Four Jolly Smiths”; Mr. E. Hopes, 
“ Scout ” ; Mr. Boorer, “ Jack’s Come Home To-day” ; and Mr. Williamson, who sang 
“ My Sweetheart When a Boy,” was loudly encored, and finished up with the “ Sailor 
on the Sea.” As the limit of time had then been reached, the company separated 
with many expressions of satisfaction and goodwill, evidently having all thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves.—COBDONIAN, 


THE CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our return visit on the No. 2 Eastern District Anglers’ Association took place on 
Wednesday, April 22nd, and proved a great success, our clubroom, Middlesex Arms, 
Clerkenwell Green, being crammed full of visitors, and several congratulating the 
landlord at the bar. Mr. J. Penn made a first rate chairman, ably assisted in 
the vice by Mr. Norris; Mr. Hampsted accompanied the singers on his portable 
harmonium, and played several good selections during the evening, and the follow- 
ing gentlemen contributed to the harmony :—Mr. Norris, “'The Memory of the Past” ; 
Mr. W. Brown, “ Jolly Good Things” ; Mr. Thorling, “ Tar’s Farewell” ; Mr. Cessell, 
“Good Old Days”; Mr. Walker, “The Spade Boys”; Mr. Lawrence, “ Gathering 
May”; Mr. Chambers, “ Benjaman Binks” ; Mr. Widmer, “ Little Golden Ring,” 
accompanied himself on the banjo; Mr. Holmes, “Sunny Days” ; Brothers Brown, 
Selection on their concertinas ; Mr. Willcockson, “ The Tailors’ Anniversary” ; Mr, 
Brockwell, “Thinking of Home”; Mr. Kealing, “ Down the Lane”; Mr. Clarke, 
“ John Doyle” ; Mr. Turner, “ Nothing Else to Do” ; Mr. Neal, “Take Me Home” ; 
and Mr. Loader, “The Old Church Bell.” The roll being called by our energetic, 
hardworking district officer, Mr. F. Thorling, the following 19 clubs were well 
represented : The Amicable Waltonians, City of London, Convivials, Eustonians, 
Great Northern, Globe, Highbury, Little Independent, Metropolitan, Original Clerken- 
well, St. John’s, Sir Hugh Myddleton, Clerkenwell Piscatorial, Phoenix, Hoxton 
Brothers, Hearts of Oak, Brompton Independent brothers, and the Alliance. The 
next visit will go to the Eustonian Angling Society, King’s, Head, Swinton-street, 
Gray’s Inn-road, of which due notice will be given by their worthy secretary, Mr. 
Neale, when I hope they will receive as good a bumper as we had. I am requested to 
thank those gentlemen who kindly responded to our call, and that we shall be happy 
to return the same when called upon.—W, H. BURWASH, JUN,, sec, 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since my last report of this society two concerts have taken place ; thereby show- 
ing that they can find singers as well as anglers. The following members con- 
tributed to the amusements on each occasion :—Messrs. J. Stanton Chapman, 
Knotz, C, Smart, J. Jones, J. Crowe, F. Baker, J. Green, J. J. Jones ; and, with the 
assistance of some friends, the last two Tuesday evenings have been pleasantly 
spent. Very good, ye Golden ones. While you are enjoying yourselves, do you ever 

think how you could help to relieve your poorer brothers that have to apply to the 

Anglers’ Benevolent? If your thoughts are not on it, I will tell you how. Get a 
- box from Mr, Ghurney, if you do not already possess one, and when you and your 
friends meet on Tuesdays evenings to enjoy your pipe, your glass, and social song, 
place the box on the table and each one of you place a penny in it during the 
evening. Never mind if this is an old-fashioned way of doing it; there are many 
old-fashioned things about as well as—PIxIE. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. c 

The meeting on Tuesday, as noticed in your last. week’s issue, was for the election 
of officers for the ensuing year and new members. Six gentlemen were added to the 
list, and the officers elected as follows :—President, Captain Blake, N. and 8, Y. 
Club ; vice-president, Captain Stiles, Colonial Staff; chairman, Mr. J, H. Pretty ; 
treasurer, Mr, C, K. Lamb ; auditors, Mr. C, H. Harrison and Mr. O. J. Barrett ; 
secretary, Mr. Lark. The retiring president, Mr. D. 8. Bayfield, said as he might not 
perhaps be able to occupy the position next week at the close of the year, he should 
like to make one or two observations, which was in reference to their secretary, Mr. 
Lark, who was the cause of this the parent society in Yarmouth being established on 
May 1st, 1882, and as secretary to the present time has had very unpleasant, labo- 
rious work to do—made enemies as well as friends—spent untold time for the 
angler’s cause. He could say more, but that was sufficient. For all this he had 
never yet received any fee, reward, or salary. He knew Mr, Lark too well to insult 
him by proposing a salary, but now he had left a public-house and was the secretary 
to the Yare Club, which he was pleased to see that every member in that room was 
also a member of, it was not out of place to propose that the Piscatorial Society do 
pay a small sum for rent of their room to Mr, Lark, which was his proposition, It 


could not be much, but still it would be some assistance. This was duly seconded 
by Mr. Barrett, and carried unanimously. Mr. C. Lamb proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Bayfield, which was duly seconded and carried. Mr. Bayfield, in returning 
thanks, said as the season progressed he hoped to see the Yare Club well patronised 
both by resident as well as visiting anglers. Mr. Lark proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Lamb, who had been his staunch friend and supporter under very trying cir- 
cumstances of the society, and he should look back with pride when he thought that 
after all the wiseacre prophecies of the Ship Piscatorial Society sinking it was afloat 
sounder than ever. This was duly seconded by Mr. Pretty, and unanimously carried. 
Mr. Lamb, in his reply, said he could tell Mr. Lark that he (Mr. Lamb) was only 
echoing the voice of the society when he informed him that he had their renewed 
confidence as their secretary, and as regards himself, when he undertook office it was 
only his just duty to stand firm and not desert, as some had done, the Ship when 
thought to besinking. That was not right. It was an Englishman’s duty to stand 
by a sinking ship and stop the leak. The time being now 11 p.m., the meeting broke 
up. Visiting anglers cannot do better than call at the Yare Club for information, 
bait, or anything required in their pursuit.—J. LARK. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. is 

Last Thursday evening turned out both wet and cold, and deterred many members 
from being present at our weekly meeting. Nevertheless, sixteen were brave enough 
to face the uncomfortable weather, which enabled us to pass a very cosy evening. 
There was no particular business to bring forward, as the close time being now on, | 
angling matters naturally suffer somewhat. Messrs, Ellinger and Boulding had 
paid a visit to the Ribble on the Tuesday and Wednesday, but in consequence of the 
bitter wind and the generally unfavourable conditions, of the elements, they did 
nothing big, though they managed to basket some dozen trout each; but they ran 
small. I took a splendid 31b. trout out of Newsham Park lake yesterday (Monday) 
evening with the fly, and another good one broke away. These trout have really 
come on most wonderfully—due, I believe, to the large quantity of feed there is for 
them in these waters. There will be some big fights in another twelve months with 
these self-same fish if they go on improving in the same ratio as they have been 
doing, as I fully expect they will have grown to 13lb. or 2lb. by next year. I un- 
derstand the Parks and Gardens Committee have given instructions for 500 more 
yearlings to be put in this lake, they are so pleased with the success of their first 
venture.—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec, sal s 


MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY, 

This society held its annual supper on Thursday in last week atthe Marlborough 
Head, Marmont-road, Peckham. After the supper the following prizes were dis- 
tributed by Mr. Cordner, the chairman—viz., Mr. Williamson’s prize for the largest 
perch, Mr. Williamson’s prize for the largest chub, and Mr. Fawcett’s prize 
for the largest perch taken in the Lea or Thames to Mr. Boorman ; Mr. Boorman’s 
prize for the heaviest weight of roach, and Mr, Fawcett’s prize for the largest 
roach to Mr. Williamson ; Mr. Boorman’s prize for the heaviest weight of bream 
to Mr. Martin ; and Mr. Cordner’s prize for the heaviest weight of jack to Mr. 
Agland. The following gentlemen offered prizes for the ensuing season :—Mr. 
Williamson, Mr, Boorman, and Mr. Newton. During the evening the toasts of 
“Success to the Marlborough Angling Society,” “The Secretary,” with musical 
honours, and “The Host and Hostess,” with musical honours, were drunk, and 
several songs were sung by Lieut. Marsh, Mr. Harris, Mr. Truman, and others, con- 
cluding with “God Save the Queen,” by Lieut. Marsh and the company. 


MARLBOROUGH BROTHERS. ag 
The members of the following societies paid a visit to the above society on the 
23rd :—The Bermondsey Brother, Rodney, Anchor and Hope, Peckham Brothers, 
Wellington, United, Deptford, and South London. Although only a few societies 
were represented, a very pleasant evening was spent at this young society. Among 
those present were Mr. Field, P.S.L.U., Mr. Allen, 8., Mr. J. Hotham, Mr. W. Page, 
Messrs. Buck, Goody, Head, Paine, Boorman, Helloway, Marsh, Alexander, and many 
other well-known members of the South London United. Mr. Boorman presided, 
assisted by a friend, and I must say that the programme of the evening was well 
arranged. Mr. Holloway gave “Ye that would Merry be,” accompanied on the 
violin; Mr. Hales “ Fairlop Fair”; Mr. Alexander, “ Annie, Dear, Good-bye” ; Mr. 
Allen, a recitation ; Mr, Marsh “Sally, Sally,” and ‘The Empress of the Waves” ; a 
friend, “Things you never see”; Mr. W. Page, “Not Much”; Mr. Harris, “The 
White Squall” ; Mr. Wright, “ A Flag at Half-mast High”; and Mr. Buck, “ Rhine 
Wine.” Previous to the calling of the roll Mr. Field spoke a few words in reference 
to the unity, and then called on Mr. W. Page, who explained the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion Report, what that society had done during the past season, and what they 
intended to do in the future. ie also made an appeal towards the Anglers’ Benevo- 
lent Fund, the box for which I was pleased to see in the room, The appeal was not 
made in vain, I am happy to say.—PIXxiz. ‘ : 











on 


MATLOCK ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

First annual report presented to the meeting of members held at the New Bath 
Hotel, Matlock Bath, April 15, 1885; President, Mr, F. C, Arkwright ; committee, 
Messrs. J. F. Clay, M. Hill, H. Buxton, M. Tyack, J. Blackshaw, G. J. Rowland, F. 
Ogden, J. Ogden, D. P. Plaison, L. Lindley, W. Wynill, F. G. Brooker, T. Wheat- 
croft, F. Stevens, J. Henstock, G. J. Haton ; hon. secretary, Mr, A. Clark. ‘The com- 
mittee have great pleasure in submitting to this, the first meeting of members, their 
first report. The association was formed in consequence of the increasing difficulty 
of either visitors or inhabitants obtaining a day’s fishing in our beautiful river, the 
Derwent. The proposals of the promoters of the association were of a much more 
modest character than what the project has developed into. The original in- 
tention being to secure the right of fishing between Matlock Bridge and Masson 
Weir; but, when the committee applied to your president to assist them in carrying 
out their object, he met them in so handsome a manner that they were encouraged to 
enlarge their ideas, with the result that the association has the right of fishing, with 
few interruptions, on both banks between Matlock Bridge and Whatstandwell. When ~ 
the association was founded, the first problem that presented itself for solution by 
your committee was how to increase the stock of fish, that is, of trout and grayling, 
in the river. There is no doubt that the river is nicely stocked with grayling, and 
fairly so with trout. With respect to the increase of the latter, your committee 
saw two great drawbacks: 1st. The lack of breeding streams joining the river in 
the association’s waters, and in the pollution of those that do exist. 2nd. The pre- 
sence of pike in the river below Masson Weir. With respect to the latter, arrange- 
ments have been made to prevent them escaping into the river, when the canal is let 
off, and strenuousefforts have been made with good success, to kill thosealready in the 
river. With respect to the breeding of trout, your committee soon came to the con- 
clusion that their only resort was to adopt artificial means, and your president at 
once placed at the disposal of the committee a beautiful and very suitable spring of 
water that issues on his private grounds, where a substantial hatchery has been 
erected. The committee were fortunate in securing the services of a water bailiff, 
who has proved himself thoroughly master of artificial trout culture. Under con- 
siderable difficulties from. 12,000 to 15,000 trout ova were obtained and laid down in 
the hatchery, and out of these more than 95 per cent. have been successfully hatched, 
and your hatchery now contains as fine and healthy a lot of young fry as can be 
found in_ the country. In addition, 5,000 Loch Levan fry have been 
purchased by the generosity of D. PP. Pearson, Hsq., of -Nottingham, 
and a few other members, and are now in the hatchery. A fine stock of bréeding 
fish have been obtained mainly from the ponds of your president, and. by the kind- 
ness of Mr, Mass. These are placed in a pond where they can be got at for spawning 
purposes, with comparatively little trouble. There appears to be no reason what- 
ever why two or three hundred fry should not be procured in your hatchery next 
spawning season. The one difficulty that presents itself is that of finding rearing 
ponds where the fry can be kept till they are large enough to be turned into the 
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river ; but your committee do not doubt that this difficulty will be surmounted in 
due time. The Association could not be said to be in working order before the end 
of June last, and it now numbers 45 members. Your committee cannot 
close their report without expressing their indebtedness to the president for the 
facilities he has afforded them in carrying out all their projects ; to Mr. Nesfield for 
permitting them to take ova from the river Bradford; to Mr. Mass for allowing 
them stock fish and ova from his ponds, and allowing them the use of his pond for 
store fish ; to D. P. Pearson, Hsq., and others, for the Loch Leven fry, and to those 


members who have given special donations for the erection and fitting ap of the 


hatchery. 
MORTLAKE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly dinner of the above society took place on Tuesday last at the Two 
Brewers, High-street. Mortlake, when a good number of members and friends par- 
took of an excellent repast, served in the best manner by the worthy host (Mr. 
Churchill). The usual loyal and other toasts were given, and amongst them was 
“The Thames Angling Preservation Society,’ to whom, the chairman stated, the 
highest praise should be given for the manner in which they benefited the 
anglers of the Thames, and he had much pleasure in announcing that the committee 
would forward a guinea towards the funds of their society. The prizes were after- 
wards distributed. Mr. G, Hydmann secured the most for barbel, roach, and perch, 
Mr. Jenkins being second with cace. The remainder of the evening was then occu- 

ied with vocal and instrumental music. Messrs. Grayson, Cramp, and Pembery 
contributed with their music and songs to make the evening the most enjoyable 
since the society was started.—M. Morris, hon. sec. 


ODDS AND EVENS. 

-A- smoking concert will take place at the Monmouth Arms, Haberdasher-street, 
East-road, City-road, on Thursday, April 30th, for the benefit of the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Fund, conducted by Mr. C. Watling, assisted by Mr. Thos. Harding. Professor 
Harley has kindly consented to give a selection of music on the concertina,—J. 
Wuite, hon. see, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual general meeting of the above took place on Tuesday, the 21st, when 
there was a good attendance. Mr. G. Durant occupied the chair. Mr. Page was 
re-elected secretary. Messrs. Durant and Gafney audited the accounts. The dele- 
gates to the Anglers’ Association gave their report, and much pleasure was expressed 
at the healthy state of that society. The secretary was instructed to write to Mr. 
Geen, thanking him for his fine present of tench to the river Lea. The committee 
appointed to revise the rules met on the 22nd, and prepared a code of rules to submit 
to the members at their meeting on the 28th, which meeting, I hope, all will attend. 
—GADFLY. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the ordinary weekly meeting of the above society, held at the Mona Hotel, 
Covent-garden, Mr. E. Foreman was unanimously elected chairman, and he was 
supported by Messrs. D. Goodger, F. H. Lemann, N. B. Adlington, H. B. Brown, H. 
Gray (hon. librarian), J. L. Meyer, W. M. Jesse, Jas, Lander, T. R. Sachs, E. Walker, 
&c. After the hon. secretary had read the minutes, which were duly confirmed, Mr. 
F. H. Lemann said that he had been requested to inform them that the date for 
turning the young trout and salmon into the breeding ponds belonging to the Thames 
Preservation Society, at Sunbury, had been finally fixed for Wednesday, the 6th of 
May, on which occasion Mr, Thomas Spreckley will be glad to see present any gentle- 
men who takean interestin pisciculture. Mr. Lemann, after briefly referring to the meet- 
ing at the Holborn Restaurant concerning fishing from the weirs on the Thames, said 
that the annual dinner of the Maidenhead, Cookham,and Bray Angling Association 
would take place at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead Bridge, on Saturday, the 25th inst., 
when he hoped to see many members of the Piscatorial Society present, and he was sure 
that the M.C.and B. Association deserved the hearty thanks and support for 
all it had done for the preservation and improvement of that portion of the Thames 
under its control. Mr. Lemann had also been practically exhibiting his skill 
in the art of angling one day last week at Sunbury, and after returning one small 
trout to the river he succeeded in landing a nice little fish of nearly 4lb. Mr. H. 
Harden and Mr. H. B. Brown had beendown to Hertford, and returned with but a 
small show of trout which they duly registered. Mr. J. Pattisson was also fishing 
the same water, but did not return with his fish till after the meeting was closed. 
Mr. H. Walker's success at Staines was but limited, and Mr. J. L. Meyer did not 
bring back that large Thames trout which resides in the river near Datchet. Mr. H. 
Gray exhibited a double-handed general rod, which was greatly admired by some 
of those present. Another member exhibited one of Mr. Slater’s, of Newark, 
Nottingham, spinning rods, together with one of his popular combination winches. 
Mr. Slater himself came up later in the evening, and explained a very portable 
landing-net of his invention. Mr. H. Gray presented two valuable old copper-plate 
engravings for the society’s album, and the gift was suitably acknowledged by a 
cordial vote of thanks. After there had been some discussion on the subject of the 
salmon disease, the .chairman proposed, “Continued Prosperity of the Piscatorial 
Society.” This toast being duly honoured, the proceedings closed with a vote of 
“pete Mr, E, Foreman, who had conducted the business of the evening so 
ably.—R. B. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The large club-room at the Station Hotel, on Wednesday, was literally crammed at 
the last smoking concert of the season of this society. Mr. A. J. Little took the 
chair at 8 o’clock, Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. Mr. W. Greaves opened part 
one and part two by capital selections upon the cornet. Mr, A. White then sang in 
a first-rate style, “To-morrow will be Friday,” and later on, “Tom Hardy.” Mr. 
Dixon’s “ Extravaganza” met with great applause, as also his comic rendering of 
“Pygmalion.” Mr. Grimsdick. who is very popular with this society, in his best 
style then gave “ Beating for Thee,” and his singing of “Thou Art so Near” was so 
effective as to call for.an encore, ‘My Sweetheart when a-Boy.’ Next followed a 
recitation, an original composition, called “ A Caution to Smokers, by Mr. H. Lloyd, 
who ‘also. recited “The Abbreviated Cockroach,” also original. The intensely 
humorous recitations were so well given as to call.for loud applause. Mr.G. A. W. 
Griffiths, a well-known member of the society, was very effective in ‘ Vanderdecken” ; 
following on this was more comic element, Mr. Gilkes, in character, creating immense 
amusement, and receiving an encore; Stephen Adam’s “Romany Lass” was given 
in an efficient manner by Mr. Zeigler ; the powerful voice of Mr. A. E. Hamilton 
was well-suited for ‘‘ Homage to Burnaby” and “ Balaclava,” and his thrilling style 
and popular selection were much appreciated, followed by encores “ My own Fire- 
side,” and “Sweethearts and Wives,’ composed by the vocalist ; Mr. F. W. Perkins 
gave ‘Tom Bowling,” and another song, in his usual manner, and Mr. O. Talbot's 
“Noah’s Ark” concluded the first part, and healso sang effectively ‘‘ The Last of the 
Boys” ; Herr Honig closing the concert with “Will o’ the Wisp.” The chairman 
then proposed a cordial vote of thanks to those gentlemen who had contributed to 
such a successful concert, and said the society was much indebted to Mr. Griffiths and 
Mr. Garnet for the trouble they had taken, and to Mr. J. Delben Johnson for pre- 
siding at the piano. He remarked, in consequence of the fry of salmon not being 
sufficiently forward, the turning-in by Mr. Spreckley was postponed to May 6. With 
so much musical talent the National Anthem closed the meeting at midnight. 





; _ SHREWSBURY AND SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society held their annual general meeting at Mr. Morgan’s Vaults, Mardol, 
on Thursday evening last, when Councillor G. J. Groves took the chair. The chief 
business was to elect officers for the ensuing year, and receive the report and 
balance-sheet for the quarter. The minutes of the last meeting having been read 
and confirmed, the hon, secretary proceeded to read the report, which showed that 


during the quarter there had been a great deal of good work done by the society. 
In the first place, the Corporation had taken up a suggestion of Mr. Morgan’s (the 
hon. sec.), and turned some 200 perch, chub, and tench into the river, out of the 
Dingle, which they recently emptied, and the Mayor has again shown his’ great 
interest in the sport by making a gravel bed in this piece of water in which the 
Corporation are anxious to breed trout, Mr. Morgan having informed the Mayor that the 
society would give them some trout fry every yearif they would make a gravel bottom 
to the Dingle, and this has now been partly done. Colonel Masefield has also given his 
annual contribution in the shape of 5,000 trout fry, which were duly placed in the 
river round Shrewsbury, making a grand total of nearly 20,000 fry in three years, 
and the results speak for themselves, several of this breed having been taken weighing 
from 11b. to 1lb, 6oz. The society have also started a fund called “The Shrewsbury 
Severn Angling Society Borough Water-Bailiffs Fund,” for the purpose of providing 
extra water-bailiffs, and this fund has received a considerable amount of 
support, and the society are at present employing one  water-bailiff, 
and contributing weekly to the wages of the second. The _balance-sheet 
also speaks well for the prosperity of the society, showing, as it 
does, a balance at bank in their favour of £15 0s. 43d. The honorary secretary also 
informed the society that, in consequence of what he had been told by certain 
members—viz., that, if pressed, the railway companies would issue tickets at re- 
duced fares—he had written to Mr. Neele, superintendent of the London and North- 
Western Railway, asking him if he could give any information, or if these tickets 
were obtainable on any conditions. Mr. Neele, in his answer, mentioned, “ That 
Manchester and Bolton Societies had recently made an application, which was sub- 
mitted to the directors and declined, and he thought any future application would 
be treated in the same way.” Mr. Tyrrell, of the Great Western Railway, replied in 
a similar way. Letters from Mr. Willis Bund were also read, referring to the 
register of trout and rough fish for the season, and also to the water gauge, which 
is at present out of repair, but which has now been given to the society by Mr. 
Quakes, and will be replaced at once. The report and balance-sheet having been 
adopted, the rest of the business was of a routine character, and a vote of thanks 
concluded the meeting. The president for the ensuing year is James Watson, Esq., 
Berwick Hall, re-elected for the third time; treasurer, Mr. J. H. Morris ; hon. sec., 
Mr. F. H. Morgan ; committee, Messrs. R. Ellis, G. J. Groves, Sayel, D. Jones, G. W. 
Gregory, W. H. Brown, and C. H. Mathiews.—_F. H. MorGAN, hon. sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The committee of the above are requested to meet at the Alscot Arms, Alscot- 
road, Bermondsey; on Friday, May Ist, 1885, to arrange the return visits, and to 
decide as to the when, where, and how the first outing of the season shall take place. 
All societies in the South of London that can send a representative on this occasion 
are requested to do so.—PIXIE. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting of this society took place, on Tuesday evening last, at the 
Pelican Hotel, Westbourne-park, W., with Mr. Evans in the chair. There was a fair 
attendance of members present to hear the delegate’s (Mr. Buttery) report of annual 
meeting of the Anglers’ Association, which took place the evening previous. Mr. 
Buttery read to the members the printed report of the association, which gave 
general satisfaction ; he also mentioned that at the meeting he called attention to the 
small donation of only £10 10s. that it was carried should be sent to the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, and said he considered that it should be increased to 
atleast £21. Hedid not fail to remind those present that the West Central Associa- 
tion could send this latter amount, and with the two associations combined the 
amount should be increased, rather than reduced, and it is to be regretted that Mr. 
Buttery was unsuccessful in getting the amount increased. It might be mentioned 
that the members of this society alone are credited with annual subscriptions of 
£6 6s., in addition to £5 5s, from the society, equal to £11 11s. A vote of thanks 
was unanimously recorded on the minutes of this society to Mr. P. Geen, for the 
able manner in which he had held the position of chairman to the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion during the past year, which closed the meeting. Mr. H. Thompson and T. 
Oatley were out on the19th, piloted by Plummer, at Monkey Island ; but did not 
succeedin taking a fish. _ 





ANGLING FROM THE WEIR-HEADS. 


A MEETING was held at the Holborn Restaurant, on Thursday afternoon, April 23rd. 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley in the chair. There were present Messrs. J. H. Clark and 
Lazard (Maidenhead), H. G. Read (Marlow), R. R. Bambridge (Windsor), T. R. Sachs 
(Piscatorial Society), A. J. Little (Richmond Piscatorial Society), Captain Alfred 
and H. L. Godwin (Gresham), G. Evans (Westbourne Park), Rev. A. Brinckman, 
Dr. Hodge, R. D. East, G. W. Lay, F. H. Lemann, W. H. Brougham, 0. P. Wheat- 
stone (Stanley Anglers), &c. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 

1.—That the Thames Conservators be recommended to issue Annual Tickets for 
permission to fish on the Weir-heads at a registration fee of half-a-guinea. Moved 
by Mr. A. J. Little, seconded by Mr. G. Evans, and supported by Mr. J. H, 
Clark, J.P. 

2.—That the following be suggested as the form of the Annual Tickets, with the 
conditions as stated on the reverse side of the card. Moved by Mr. Read, and 
seconded by Mr. F. H. Lemann. 


BoarRD OF THAMES CONSERVANCY. 
is permitted to fish from any of their Weir-heads on the River Thames, 
at such times as angling is allowed by the ‘Thames Fishery By-laws, 1883,” and 
upon the conditions on the other side, during the year 1885. No.— ———— 
Secretary, 41, Trinity-square, —18. 
CONDITIONS. 

This ticket, which is not transferable, entitles the holder to fish from any of their 
Thames Weir-heads at his own risk, the Conservators not being liable for any danger 
or accident that may arise thereon. In case of any damage to the Weirs which can 
be proved against the Holder, he will be liable to penalties, and on no account will 
he be permitted to interfere with the paddles. The Holder will be allowed an 
Assistant to go on the Weir-head with him, but only as an attendant, and not to 
fish. ‘The Holder on each oceasion is to sign his name in a book kept by the Lock- 
keeper, stating the date and time of his visit, and to produce this ticket when 
required. 





Holder’s Signature 








Permissions are renewable on the First of January in each year, the Conservators 
reserving the right of renewing or refusing avy application that may be made to 
them, or of revoking existing tickets. 

3.—That the above tickets be not issued to professional fishermen, lock keepers, 
or their assistants. .Moved by Mr. H. L. W. Godwin, seconded by Mr. T. R. Sachs. 

4—That a deputation from the different Preservation Societies wait on the 
Thames Conservators in reference to these suggestions. Moved by Mr. A. J. Little, 
seconded by Capt. Alfred. 

5.—That a vote of thanks be given to the proprietors of the Holborn Restaurant, 
for kindly granting the use of the room for the meeting. Moved by Mr. G. W. Lay, 
seconded by Mr. C. P. Wheatstone. 

6.—That the thanks of this meeting be given to the chairman. 
Layard, seconded by Mr. G. Evans, 


Moved by Mr, 


A LARGE SEVERN SALMON.—Mr. Grove, of Charing-cross, writing to the 7imes on 
April 15th, says :—‘“ I received yesterday a live salmon caught in the Severn, near 
Worcester, weighing 4idlb. This, I believe, is the largestever caught in that river, 


200 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


{|Aprin 25, 1885. 








4 llourGoods bear this 
Trade 


Mark, 





J FISH 
TACKLE 

to Copy which 
is Forgery. 


These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British and American—of the day. 


INVENTORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
STEEL - CENTRED FLY - RODS, 
CENTRE FITTING REELS, 


ACME 16-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





London, 1883. 


We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling Editor 


of the Field), R. B. Marston (Editor FisHing GAzerTr), W. C. Harris (Editor American Angler), A. Nelson Cheney (‘Fishing with the Fly”), J. P. Wheeldon 
Cate of Bell’s Life), J. Harrington’ Keene (the “Practical Fisherman), &c., &c., Kc. 


THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AGAINST INFERIOR IMITATIONS. 


NO ARTICLE WITHOUT THE ABOVE MARK IS GENUINE. 


London Agents—The CIVIL SERVICE STORES, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Provincial Correspondents will be supplied our nearest agent’s address, or will be supplied direct. 


D. & W. A. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE. 


SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 








New Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 







(Can be regulated to any 
stiffness at will). 


FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 





Improved LIBS 
Folding The PERFECT” 
Trout Double Taper 


Solid Plaited 
Silk Trout Fly 
== Be Line. 


Landing 
Nets 


















(Very Light). = = z 
== == = 
The “DESIDERATUM,” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS, 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd, Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &e. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


PE er oa pa Aas SESS 
PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 






































_N.B.—NO CO. CTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces th: t he is prepare 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM. ana ethar 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &e, 

FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


i This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUINT, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
Bip a ry Spek bike? oe keeles of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
eatres, 18 “argely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. : ee 

: ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at &.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
mae for a ie) oh add day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 

sathroo 3. Bi 3. 6 9 is 0} ing Fi 8 Sitti ir 5 
fy ae Fe Ss 0 ath in Bathroom, Is, 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Pi spaci Dining, Billiar 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per ane. bcd teehee at weal en) | sh 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken, 








Lists and Samples of Lines free to any address, 


J. WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, 
AND TREBLE HOOKS.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze 
colour, which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 
tempered, . 


WARNER'S “ORIGINAL” PATENT NEEDLE-EYED THOOKS have stood the 
test of years, having been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many 
imitators, they still hold their own as the BEST in the market, 


IMPROVED PATTERN EYED TROUT HOOKS, Bronzed. 


Mr. KELSON’S, MAJOR TRAHERNE’S, and other STANDARD PATTERNS of 
SALMON, GRILSE, large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by 
experienced hands, on “ Warner's Patent Improved Hyed Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES, dressed in the best and most approved modern style 


on the “ Hall ’? Hyed Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 


IMPROVED WATERPROOF BRAIDED SILK LINES, prepared by a new process 


and with a new preparation ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 
ARTIFICIAL BAITS.—A large variety of New Patterns. 


IMPROVED * ACME” TROUT AND SALMON RODS. with “ Patented” Screw- 
joint Ferrules and Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting, 


THE “ MODEL” TROUT FLY ROD. 
NEW “PATENT” REGULATING REELS—“ Strike-from-the-Winch ”"—can be 


adjusted by a turn of a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 


ROUND FOLDING WOOD RING AND NET, in four brazed joints, with spring 
Clasps. 


“ PATENTED” SPRING STEEL COLLAPSING LANDING NET BOWS, with 


Improved Simplex Fastening. 
TELESCOPIC LANDING NET or GAFF HANDLE, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 


WARNER’S “ REGISTERED ” FISHING PANNIERS, with separate compartments 
for Tackle and Fish, 


WARNER'S “ REGISTERED ” SEAT BASKET.—* The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 
NEW ADJUSTABLE ROD HOLDER (“ Patented ’’). 
SAMPLES AND ILLUSTRATED TRADE PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION. 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 
J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 








(FATENT NO. 15,730) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 % Putney. 
45 4 Hammersmith, 
50. h, Barnes. 

Add 55 ‘ Kew. 
75 3 Richmond, 
80 a Twickenham, 
85 3 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it myst be remembered. 


| that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much 
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For TIMEs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, April 25 ... ony 10.53 11.27 
Sunday, 3c ee Oa ‘ 11.59 2 : 12.0 

Monday, “ Pit mee ay 12.25 hs 12,48 
Tuesday, ef 28 C 1.10 5 nae 1.32 
Wednesday, ,, 29 1.54 2.12 
Thursday, "7 DO | an Abn 2.30 2.48 
Friday, May ples fee 3.5 ane aCe 3.22 


ost card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 


KE River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a 





THE LOWER THAMES, 


THE TROUT. 

Although the weather has been somewhat right for trout catching, the few anglers 
that have been out have not done much, and several good fish have been lost. The 
report from the tidal district says : ‘‘ There have been no trout caught in the tideway 
this week. Everyone seems to go to Teddington Weir, ignoring the fact there are 
other places besides. There has been two beauties seen moying off Petersham, and 
another at the Orleans Club hole—no one appears to try there.” From Kingston, 
John Johnson, sen., writes : “ The last few days have shown up the trout grandly. 
I was out for a few hours with a gentleman, and we saw nine fish feed in two hun- 
dred yards of water. We lost a fine fish that was feeding within four yards of the 
boat, and at the seventh throw he made a mistake. It was theold game of stopping 
the first rush of the fish—it would have gone from 9lb. to 101b. Now is the time, 
~ before they are threshed out. My son was out yesterday, and saw three fish, but 
no capture.” At Sunbury, one of the bank anglers got a nice little trout of 14lb., 
which was put back again. Mr. F. H. Lemann got a very handsome fish of 31b., 
which from his description was not a Thames trout—it was silvery all over, and a 
black spot here and there—the flesh when cooked was as pinky as a salmon. Mr, 
Spreckley believes it is one out of a dozen fish he put in of a nice size two or three 
years ago, and would very much liked to have seen it. Should any similar fish be 
taken there—and it is not unlikely—the angler will afford Mr. Spreckley much 
gratification if he will give him the chance of seeing it. At Chertsey, Mr. Mason, 
fishing with Charles Hone, caught a nice trout of 521b., which was shown at the 
Chertsey Bridge Hotel, and afterwards weighed at the Park House Hotel, Staines, 
when it made a little over the 53lb. At Penton Hook, Mr. Withers, fishing with 
George Rosewell, got a trout of 41b. At Bell weir, just above Staines, Mr. G. 
Rowles landed a very nice trout of 10lb. If this weather continues, there should 
be a lot of fish taken. Mr. Palmer, fishing with George Rosewell between Chertsey 
and Penton Hook, has taken two trout, one weighing 3lb. and the other 23lb. 


UPPER THAMES. 


-The Thames is simply now in the pink of condition for trout fishing, and those 
who do not venture down will be sorry, I trow ; for the river is surely really better 
stocked with the spotted leopard than it has ever been before, as evidenced by the 
fact that the eel-traps and bucks daily catch the beauties, not by ones or twos, but 
by the half-dozens—the said fish being honestly returned—millers and lessees of 
bucks being alive to the fact that the stocking of their pools and reaches of water 
brings more grist to the mill than the slaughter of innocents. At Abingdon a 
2411p. fish has been had by a banker ; also three at Monkey Island by members of 
the Westbourne Park Club. At Windsor three trout have succumbed ; and at 
Marlow five, three being taken by Mr: C. Foottit, and one by Mr. Rawson. Wind, 
aniceS.W. Weir fishing is again, I hear, permissible—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thaimes (Datchet). 

There has not been much fishing ; in fact, it seems a delusion to think of that great 
body of trout anglers. I rowed thirty miles down the Thames on the 22nd inst., from 
the Kennett to Windsor, and only saw nine rods out. One fish was taken at Ham- 
bledon of 31b. and one at Marlow of 3lb. Mr. Barwell, with R. Gray, at Clewer 
Point, landed a fish between 6lb. and 7lb. The end of last week and the fore part of 
this, owing to the cloudless sky, put fishing at a discount, with the exception of 
morning and evening. Ihave been out twice. On the 17th R. F. Lines, Esq., had 
bad luck ; it was one of those unavoidable cases. The fish ran foul of something, and 
so broke away ; concrete blocks lie rather too plentiful in some places. With J. L 
Meyer, Esq., on the 18th, had one run; he scarcely touched it, but would not come, 
again. Two were caught in the Old River on the 19th of 41b. each. The warm 
weather has brought hundreds of young trout into existence.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Windsor). 

The splendid weather of the last few days has had a wonderful effect on Thames 
‘trout, which have never before been seen in this neighbourhood in such numbers. 
Mr. Woodall, of the Friendly Anglers, out on the 19th, says had he not seen the fish 
he should never have believed it. His fisherman, James Gray, says it was quite a 
sight. Mr. Lock, of Eton, one of our oldest and most enthusiastic Thames trout 
anglers, says he never all the years he has fished the Thames seen such a sight of 
trout. This is highly encouraging for the preservers of the Thames. The stocking 
that has been going on of late years is beginning to show excellent results. The 
members of four of the leading clubs in London have agreed not to employ in future 
any fisherman who fishes on his own account. J have spoken to our leading men 
here, and have the assurance of Richard Gray and James Gray, of Windsor, and 
James Hoare, sen. and jun., of Datchet, that they will respect this decision, which 
fact, doubtless, will be borne in mind by gentlemen fishing these waters. Very few 
anglers have been out this last week. Several heavy fish have been run, but only a 
brace worthy of mention been had—one taken at the Windsor Ferry before breakfast 
ithis morning by Mr, Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Gray, going 
‘61b. 20z., which I have seen ; and one by Mr. Rowells, of Egham, going 83lb. Water 
slightly discoloured, but nothing to hurt; in fact, is better than the very bright 
water of a few days back.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





’ Chichester. 

The harbour-fishing the past week has some tides proved remunerative. On one 
tide five rods secured: but a couple of smelt, while on the following day three rods 
took twenty-four dozen, beside some small bass. The weather, the last two days, 
although fine, has beem cheerlessly cold, and nothing much done, What fish have 
been taken are of good average size.—GEORGE F. SALTER. 


: The Dove. : 
The weather this week has undergone a great change for the better. <A bright 


and genial sun has been shining every day, and vegetation has received a great im- 
petus. Indeed, the face of the country side has been almost completely changed 
sitice last week. There are vast quantities of Naturals on the water, perfect clouds 
of them hovering above the water in the middle of the day when the sun was at its 
height. The baskets of trout have improved with the weather. The average onthe 
private lengths to the expert rods has been six brace ; on the public waters three or 
four. The fly is now killing better than the minnow, and nothing seems to take 
moueh better than the March Brown.—THE SPLODGER. 


4 ‘ Eden (Carlisle). ; 

The bright weather continued till Monday, the 20th, when we had a delightful 
Warm rain from the south-west, which has continued at intervals ever since, and 
mide the country look like a yast garden, Of course, the river keeps in an unsettled 
state, and has to-day’ two to three feet more water in it. There ought to be some 
fine trout-fishing shortly. On Friday last Mr. W. Routledge got eighteen trout with 
fly at Holme-Wrang*le, and Archdeacon Prescott killed some grand baskets in the 
Dean and Chapter water. Mr. R, H, Horrocks langled a couple of spring fish with a 








sea-trout fiy on the 15th ; Mr. James Bone, a small fish on the 18th; Mr. T. Bone, 
one of 16lb. on the 20th ; and Mr. D. Ainslie one on the 21st. I must not forget to 
mention a match which came off at Holme-Wrangle one day last week between Mr. 
J. Murchie and the renowned Joe Heslop. The former caught three, and the latter 
five trout. Unkind people speak of it as “ The Duffer’s Match” ; but “ Joe’s” friends 
are jubilant, and talk of backing him to win the Angling Association Competition 
in June. The nets have had a bad time of it so far this spring ; but there has been 
a nice run this week. There is very little disease in the river, and we are now over 
the worst. This spate will keep it in check ; dead-low water being, in my opinion, 
its great promoters.—SILVER-GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 

The weather improved towards the end of last week, and on Friday and Saturday 
several scalies and trout were landed by Messrs. Keighley, Long, and others in the 
tideway below Ruswarp. Up the river flies were conspicuous by their absence, and 
very few trout were got. Flies, it may be remarked, are unusually late this year, 
for generally speaking, there are plenty of Blue Duns on the water long before this: 
period of the season. On Monday, the weather was seemingly most favourable for 
angling—dull, with a S.W. breeze ; but notwithstanding these favourable conditions,. 
not a fish was to be seen, charm the angler never so skilfully. On Tuesday, how- 
ever, piscators had a better day. Fish rose nicely, and some fine trout were landed. 
Nice baskets were made by Captain Dimsdale, Mr. Keighley, Mr. Calvert, and a few 
others. Some of these baskets were made in the tideway between the Esk Viaduct 
and the dam at Ruswarp, while the others were obtained farther up the country, 
about Grosmont, Sleights, Glaisdale, Lealholm, and Castleton. On Wednesday the 
weather was. again favourable, and fair baskets of scalies and trout were landed,— 


J.J.d. 
Exe (Exeter). 

Since my last report, some good baskets of trout have been taken with Blue 
Upright, Fern Webb, and Palmers ; but I have not heard many good accounts of 
thesalmon catches. In private waters, a fortnight ago, I caught seven pike, the 
largest going 101b. ; three only kept, they being in good condition—J, A. KELLEY. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea-fishing has again this week been anything but brisk. A few boats are out 
daily ; they return with small catches of codlin and pout. Some soles, plaice, and 
thornback have been brought up from the bay by the trawling skiff “ Vigilance.” 
Some small whiting has been caught with rod and line from the jetty. Weather 


unsettled.—H. COMER. ; 
Itchen (Winchester). 


Fishing about here still keeps very indifferent, very few fish having been taken 
with the dry fly ; but now that the rain has at last come, I hope to be able to give 
a better account of this famous stream.—MESMERIC. 


Lea (Broxbourne). 


The water is now in splendid condition for trout fishing with a good stream. 
Amongst the takes recorded, Mr. Abbott, one, 1lb.; Mr. Williams, one, 21b. ; 
Mr. Bradlaugh, 33lb. and 41b., and one 11b.—the latter too much injured to be 
returned. This gentleman lost one fish about 8lb. or 9b. after some minutes’ 
play.—F. B. 

Leicester, ae 

As the facilities for trout fishing are not of a very extensive kind, it will easily be 
understood that piscatorial doings since the close season commenced in this neigh- 
bourhood have been of the quietest description. The trout have been some time 
getting into fair condition, and, although anglers have diligently fished the streams, 
the takes have not been anything approaching what would be termed satisfactory. 
During the latter part of last week, after the heavy rains, there was a nice rise in the 
waters. Anglers, therefore, mustered in good force, and baskets of from two up to 
five brace of nice fish were had on Friday and Saturday. The weather has been of a 
very pleasant character for the last few days. Streams are low and fine.—ALERT. 


Lune (Arkholme). 

River very low, but a south-west wind blowing all night. Fine rain commenced 
falling about 10 a.m., with every appearance of continuance ; wind 8.W., barometer 
falling, thermometer 50deg. Some good baskets of trout taken during the last 
week with fly ; trout small, but numerous. I hear of local baskets of 380 and 40 
being taken during the evening rise. Suitable flies for the next few days: Brown 
Partridge, Orange Body, Dark Snipe, Purple Body, Light Snipe, and Lemon Body,— 
PISCATOR. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are now in first-class order for fishing, both still keeping clear, and 
in splendid order for fly-fishing, and the fishermen of this district could not wish 
for better weather, or for the water to be in a better state. The bright sunshine 
and warm weather of nearly every day has made the fish well on the feed, and they 
are now rising freely at the fly. Good sport has been had by the fishermen who have 
been out, and some good lots of fine trout have been taken. The best flies are the 
Blue Dun, March Brown, Stone Fly, and Granam. On Tuesday a gentleman visited 
the Lugg near Kingsland, and with the Stone Fly landed a capital dish of trout, all 
in splendid condition, The Arrow was fished the same day near to Hardisland, and 
a gentleman caught a fine lot of trout averaging 3lb. each with the March Brown 
and Blue Dun. In the Arrow, on Saturday, a good dish of trout were landed with 
the Granam. The Lugg was fished the same day and a fine dish of fish were taken 
by a gentleman with the Stone Fly. Good sport was had on Monday in the water 
near to Ivington, in the Arrow; a gentleman took a capital basket of trout with the 
March Brown. In the Lugg, near Ford’s Bridge, a very nice dish of fish were landed 
by a gentleman with the Stone Fly and Blue Dun. On Tuesday some good trout 
were taken in the Lugg near Aymestry. In the Stanton district good fish have been. 
landed this week with the Blue Dun. The Pinsley is in good order ; a few fish have 
been taken,—G WYNNE, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The fine weather of the last few days has brought the trout on to the fords in 
large numbers, and at present there are some very good fish to be seen running the 
minnows. Mr. Jones, on Monday, caught a nice fish of a pound at Preston Boats 
with the March Brown ; Mr. Ellis four of about half a pound ; Mr. Evans has also 
taken one or two good fish. Mr. Hammond has received a good salmon of 22lb. 
caught at Melverley, and anglers ought todo well during the next few days.— 
SEVERN SALMON. 

Severn (Gloucester). 

My reports for the last three weeks have been conspicuous by their absence. The 
weather has deterred most of the anglers from trying the trout until within the last 
few days, and I had no takes of any importance to record ; but the weather has now 
changed with that remarkable rapidity peculiar to this climate from February 
weather to that of June. Easter Monday was a great disappointment, as the brooks 
were all in flood owing to very heavy rain the previous night, and with the excep- 
tion of a few brace taken in the upper reaches of the Lendon no trout were taken 
of any importance, although many anglers were out. The water is now very fine 
and low, but if the anglers can only keep well out of sight, the trout will take the 
small red worm. A local angler had seven and a half brace to-day (Thursday), but 
great difficulty was experienced in keeping out of sight ofthe fish. I am pleased to 
record that the Local Angling Club has procured some very fair trout fishing. This 
isa stepin the right direction, and will no doubt lead to an increase of members.— 


SINGLE Harr. 
Taw (North Devon,) 
Some trout have been killed lately, but waters are back, very low and clear. Some 
fresh-run salmon have been killed with the minnow. River very low, rain wanted 
badly ; and if no rain, fishing in the small streams will he no use.—Rusty GAMR, 
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Teme (Ludlow). ‘ 

The warm summer weather of the last, three: days has been splendid weather to 
visit the river's side. Fly and bottom fishing have been in full force since the 19th, 
the Teme and all the other streams being in capital order, and some good fish have 
been landed with the Stone fly and with the March Brown. The fish do not take to 
the Granam kindly as yet. Some good trout were landed from the Teme below 
Steventon on Monday with the Stone fly. One gentleman caught 3 brace ‘of trout 
averaging 3lb. each. Another, on Tuesday, went up the park district, and in 
about an hour and a half caught eight fine trout with the worm ; each fish was 
nearly lb. weight, and in excellent condition. Mr. Johnson caught a small pike of 
about 3lb. underneath Whitcliffe, fishing off the footpath. We. have not heard of 
late of a pike having been caught in this particular quarter. I have not heard of 
anything going on at the club waters at Leintwardine. In the district of the 
Plowden Association, Upper Oney, the fishing has been rather limited this last 
week. On Tuesday a gentleman killed ten brace of trout, but on Wednesday the fish 
would not look at anything on the water. On Thursday a severe snowstorm visited 
the district, and snow fell 5 inches deep on the Longmynd, which is the great 
watershed for this district. Saturday was a lovely day, but was a’ blank ; the river 
was discolouged, chiefly from snow water, a condition alike unfavourable to the top 
and bottom angler. The fish are plentiful here, but small. In the lower part of 
stream in the Onibury quarter, Mr. Bowles on Saturday caught a fair lot of fish 
with the worm; the Granam was very thick on the-water, but not a fish rose to 
that fly. Mr. Bowles is anxious to know what the fish had been feeding on. He cut 
several open and found them all full of the Caddis bait.—s. LupDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream still keeps in capital angling. The fishermen could not wish for 
better weather, or for the water to be in a better state ; the weather is clear and in 
good order for the fly. The warm sun, which has been shining brightly the last 
week, has made the fish well on the feed, and they are now rising freely at the fly, 
and some very good catches haye been made. The flies chiefly used on the water 
and the best killers are the Stone fly, Blue Dun, March Brown, and Granam. The 
water near the bridge was fished on Friday with the March Brown, and a nice lot of 
trout was taken. A gentleman tried the water near Berring the same day, the weather 
being warm, and with the Stone fly and Blue. Dun took a capital dish of trout, 
averaging 80z. each. On Saturday a gentleman tried the water with the Stone fly, 
and caught afew very good fish, The Kastham water was fished by a gentleman with 
the Granam and Blue Dun, and a fine dish of trout was landed. In the water near 
Little Hereford a gentleman, with the Blue Dun, caught a nice lot of fish gn Mon- 
day. The water near the town was tried the same day, and the Stone fly being 
on the water in good numbers, a gentleman soon took a nice dish of trout, averaging 
9oz. each. In the water near Cornbrook a capital lot of trout were landed with 
the March Brown on Tuesday. The water near Rochford has been fished, and 
some good trout have been landed with the Stone Fly. The Kyre, Rea, and Led- 
wyche are all-in capital order, but fishing in them is very quiet.— WORCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The rise of last week has created a stir amongst the salmon anglers not only in 
the Home Pierrepont length; but at Shardlow and King’s Mill. On Monday the 
river was almost too thick for successful operations ; but on the following day a 
decided improvement in colour set in, and, amongst others, Mr. T. Wood, who leases 
the Weston allotment from Lord Donington, hooked and caught a remarkably fine 
fresh run fish of 18}1b. Mr. Wood was using the “Spinner,” and, on resuming after 
his capture, he let escape from his first castasecond fish. As yet, nothing has been done 
at Wellington which fares better later in the season. Thursday was a grand day, 
and odd fish were taken in the upper reaches, though their weights were not re- 
ported.—_THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


5 Weldon Bridge, Morpeth. 

Saturday, April 18th, Mr. Young, 13 trout, one 2lb. weight ; April 20th, Mr. Knox, 
17 trout and one bull-trout ; Mr. Oliver, 17; Mr. Fogg Blliott and friend, 47; Mr. 
Hutchinson, 13; Mr. Leighton, 20; Mr. C.;.Brown, 24, April 21st, Mr. Elliot and 
friend, 43 trout.—F. B. 

Wye and Derwent. 

Both the Wye and Derwent are in first-class condition for fly fishing, and fair 
baskets have been taken daily, chiefly out of the ripples and rough parts of the 
streams. The killing flies have been Claret Bumble, Hare’s Har, Dun, Furnace, Red 
Palmer, and First Brown. On last Saturday, 54 brace of good trout were killed 
on the Matlock Angling Association club waters below Matlock Bridge with 
Bumble and Furnace flies. There has also been a fair quantity of trout killed on 
various parts of the Derwent by trolling with the Derby Trout Killer, The bottom 
fishers have killed a few fish with worms lately.. It is no use anglers.coming to fish 
the Derwent while the mill close water keeps running into the Derwent above 
Darley Bridge. It completely spoils the fishing down to Matlock Bath. It generally 
runs into the river about ten in the morning, and you can’t get afigsh to feed while 
this mill water is running into the Derwent. Where are the Trent Board water 
bailiffs that they do not put a stop to this at once? P.S.—Both trout. and grayling 
have the fungus disease yery bad on the Wye at the joresent time,—GuO. JAS. HATON, 


Yare (Norwich). 


During the past week such a favourable change has taken place in the wind and 
weather that several anglers have been overcome, and have succumbed to the tempta- 
tions ofa warm,sunny day. The result in most cases has been indifferent, although 
in one case‘I hear of three stone of bream being caught. Jam sorry to say pike are 
still being caught and not returned to the water. Every angler ought to take any 
opportunity that occurs to remonstrate with these peo}jle; also with those who may 
now be seen in any numbers snaring small jack, which have sought the ditches 
for the purpose of spawning, and then, whilst they a:re sunning themselves, lads, 
and in many cases men, either strike them with something or snare them. This 
ought to be put a stop to, and these are the waters our conservators ought to have 
handed over to them to care for, A monster bream was caught this week on the 
upper part of the Wensum above Hellsdon Mills by Mr. B. Clark, of the Angel Tavern 
Angling Club. Its weight was 7lb. 100z., and it measured 23#in, in length, and 


193in. girth. ‘This noble fish is now in the hands of Mr. T. E. Gunn, whose skill in, 


the art of taxidermy is so widely known. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Fishing prospects are now very good. A fine fresh yesterday, and every likelihood 
of one for several days to come. Wind south ; barometer almost at “ much rain.” 
Some good dishes were taken. yesterday (Tuesday) with “Stilton.” The’ takes, of 
course, varied according to the quality of the rmetal—some anglers only getting a 
brace of two, whilst another might have 10, anda third 20 brace. The heaviest 
basket I hear of was about 8lb., and ‘contained 184 brace of fish. The water this 
morning is in fine trim for fly fishing: Angling is just now in full swing. “Every 
fresh brings ‘scores of Waltonians tothe river's banks, all intent on catching the 
“ big un.” WENSLEYDALE, 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Abscesses, Erysipelas, Piles.—Unvarying success attends 
all who treat these diseases according to the simple printed directions wrapped round each pot and 
box. They are inva e to the yonng and timid, whose bashfulness sometimes endangers life. Though 
apparently local, di 2s of this nature. are essentially blood diseases; but a little attention, moderate 









perseverance, and trifling expense will enable the most diffident to conduct any case to.a happy, issue » 
without expos ng secret infirmities to anyone. The Ointment checks the local inflamination and alle- 
yiates the throbbing pain. These directions‘also clearly point)out when and how Holloway’s Pills are 


to be taken, that their purifying and yegulating powci's may assist by adjusting-and strengthening the 
constitution. j euat ; ee ou © J 
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~ SCOTCH NOTES. 


Drr, ABOYNE,—In the early portion of the week nothing taken, The sharp frosts 
during the nights, bright sun during the day, with almost.a constant east wind, 
which this district has been visited with lately, has been greatly against the sports- 
man. A few salmon have been caught on the Glentanar water during the past 
week by the keepers ; best killing bait on Glentanar seems to be Phantom Minnow. 
The Hotel water, Aboyne : Wednesday, 15th, nothing caught; Thursday, the same 
result, although the water was fished by two gentlemen. Friday, 17th, Digby 
Cayley, Esq., had three salmon, all scaling about 8lb. each. On Saturday, the same 
gentleman had two’salmon, about 8lb. each. Monday, 20th, Colonel Telford, one 
salmon, 114lb.; Digby Cayley, Esq., four. salmon, one 7lb., two 731b., one 83lb: 
Tuesday, 21st, Digby Cayley, Esq., three fish, 8lb., 841b., and 19lb. J. Whitehead, 
Esq., has had a few fish on the Huntly Lodge water during the week. The weather 
is looking a little more favourable than it has done for some weeks back. A greats 
many sea-trout are beginning to reach the upper districts —W. BEATTIE. 


DEE (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—We omitted to send on our parcel last week until 
too late. However, there was still the doleful tale to mourn over of a want of water ;; 
but now all this is changed, and the flooded river, which has been rolling eastward. 
for the past two days, is a gladdening sight compared with the puny stream we haye: 
been accustomed to during the better part of the spring. There is every prospect, 
now of good sport for the remainder of the season. On the Commonty Water Chas.. 
Farquhar, Esq., had two of 10lb. each, and J. Scott, keeper, one of 101b. On the 
Norton House Water. General McIntyre had one of 83lb. ; Wm. Lamond, Esq., two of 
84lb. and 641b. respectively ; and J. Nicoll one of 63lb. On the Desswood Water, 
J. Harper had one of 931b., and on the Ballogie and Borrowstone Waters, Sir Wm... 
Feilden, Bart., and party, had six fish of from 6 to 93lb,—Pro WM, BLACKLAWSs., 


DEE, Don, &¢., ABERDEEN.—The Dee has been showing good volume ever since 
Saturday, on which day the cold, frosty weather gave way to the genial breath of 
spring. The snow on the hills is fast disappearing, and the upland feeders of the 
Dee are adding considerably more tribute water than they have done for almost six 
weeks back. The river is in splendid angling trim; fish are moving away in good 
numbers from the middle reaches, in which, owing to the low temperature, they 
have hung about much longer than usual this spring, and this being the case, the 
chances of good sport from Aboyne upwards are now far greater than they have 
been during any time since the season opened. There is, too, a good appearance of 
fish on the coast, and the hope is encouraged that with heavy waters a good many 
will escape the nets and find their way to the angling pools up the river. About 
Ballater anglers are sanguine that a good fishing, though somewhat late one, will be 
experienced. Though most of the fish presently in the river ascended with the 
January Spate, there is little falling off in their condition—very much less than 
would have been had the temperature been higher. We have not heard of any 
appearance of disease this spring. Kelts have fungi on them, doubtless ; but upto 
date the clean fish seem to have escaped its ravages. We have noticed that for some 
days back the foul fish have been going seaward, and to anglers this is matter for 
thankfulness, as kipper, no matter how good soever it may be, is no great treat 
when better fish are going. During the past eight or ten days the net fishermen 
have only done fairly well, but the bygone two days’ takes have brought up the 
average very considerably. The fish are in the pink of condition, and in weight 
they range generally from 101b, to 121b. In the way of flies, the Jockie, Jeanie, 
Logie, and Blue Charm seem to be getting most into vogue now. The peacock 
pattern has been doing far the best work of late about Banchory in the evening, and. 
for evening use it seems to be coming almost equally well to the front farther wp 
the river.. We cannot too strongly recommend to the use of anglers the pattern 
supplied by Mr. George Smith, tackle maker, Ballater. His Jockies and Blue 
Charms are the best of the kind we have seen for manya day. They are true to the 
original pattern, and kill under almost all circumstances after this season of the. 
year. Brown’s Phantom has. been used with great success this year. Well 
up the river anglers have not had very good sport this year yet; but 
now that the fish are shifting we wish them, and we feel sure they are. 
likely to get. such sport as will make up for the past deficiency. About. 
Banchory fairly good sport is still being got on several of the beats, but nothing 
to what it was shortly after the season commenced, — 


Tue Don.—Trouting inthis riveris getting very good,and some excellent and heavy 
trout are every day beinglanded. Baskets of 10 to 18 trout averaging fully Ib. are just 
now not uncommon. The gentlemen angling at Park Hill are getting fine sport, and the. 
Kintore Burgh Water is well looked after. Dr. Heneage Gibbs, London, has done; 
well on the Grandholm Section, and had four salmon besides. . About Alford the 
trouting will not be on for nearly a fortnight yet. Best flies: Harelug, March 
Brown, and Partridge Ruff. — 

Tue IsuA,—The rivers Isla and Ericht have been largely) fished during were 
week. On Thursday, the Dundee Fast-day, the banks were covered ‘with anglérs 


and several good baskets of trout were obtained. One angler obtained 17lb.; and _ 


another had 151b. 


£3 


LOCHLEVEN.—The five Dundee parties who landed at Lochleven Sluices on Thurs- 
day night had extraordinary sport. Mr. Ireland and Mr. M‘Intosh caught fifty-six 
trout, weighing 431b, 40z. ;0Mr. J. B. Mills and Mr. G. G. Bell, forty-two trout, 331b. 
8oz.; Mr: M‘Farlane’ and Mr. Stiven, thirty-five trout, 281b. ; Captain*Adams, eleven. 
trout, 12lb.; and Mr. Bell, twelve trout, 10lb) Mr: Bedell Sivright, North Quéens- 
ferry, caught five trout, 51b. 80z. 26h) Sis OVERS Aer 


TuE SpeY.—The Spey for the past ‘week has yielded poor sport on the upper: 
section, although on some of the middle and lower sections a few’ fish were killed.. 
On the Wester Elchies water, on the 10th, Mr. John Cruickshank, fisherman to Mr. H, 
A. Grant, caught a salmon, 241b, ; and on the same water, on the 13th, Captain Grant, 
Glen Grant, killed three salmon, weighing 7, 8, and 831b. On the Pitcroy Lodge section, 
Mr. Daun, gamekeeper, on the 9th killed a salmon. On the Aberlour House water, 
Mr. John Thomson, The Parsonage, Aberlour, on the 9th, had a fish of 931b. ; on the 
10th, two of 8 and 10lb. ; on the 11th, “one, 91b.;-on the 12th, ‘two of 8 and 12I1b.; 
and on the 13th, one of 91b, On the Laggan House water, on the 11th, Sir George 
Chetewood had two salmon, and on the 14th one. On the Fiddoch, on the 13th, 
Master John Thomson, The Parsonage, Aberlour, killed two dozen trout, and on the 
15th four dozen. Captain M‘Gowan, Aberlour, killed five finnocks ; Mr. L. Inkson 
three dozen trout. . wo fleece and ean Bygone 

YTHAN.—The Newburgh sea-trout and finnock fishing has been prosecuted with 
great success during the past week, and farther up the river the yellow trout have 
been showing well. Weknow a gentleman who got about four dozen good trowt in 
a reach above Ellon the other day. Other equally good takes are reported, : 


r 
Ly 


THE TAy, PERTH.—The Tay came out about 3ft. on Monday, which has put it im 
fine ply both fortrout and salmon. Trout are rising very freely, and are in -fine: 
condition, Sea trout are running in good quantities, and numbers. are heing: 
killed every day. Dalguise water: Mr. Scotland, one fish, 13lb, Murthley : Mr. 
Sturrock, three salmon, and seyeral baskets of trout ; Mr. Falcon, one salmon, 23Ib. 
Stobhall : Mr. M’Intosh, three salmon. Scone Palace water : The keeper, four, one 
3llb. Redgerton: Montague McDonald, two salmon, Cargill: William Wilson, 
twelve trout, 12lb., four sea trout, 71b; Mr. John Blair, seven trout, 91b, ; Mr, R. D. 
Malloch, ten trout, 101b. ; Mr. Pople, seven trout, 8lb.; Sergt. Stewart, for a week, 
105 whitling and sea trout. 701b. baskets of whitling are daily being got in the 
neighbourhood of Perth, from 101b. to 301b: Loch Tay : Dr. Anderson, one, 201b.; 
Mr, Alisson; two, 141b., and 16lb:; Mr. Hall, one, 181b. ; James F.Pullan, one, 191h. 


[Several Scotch and Irish Repotts are unavoidably held over.—ED,] . | 
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ANSWERS TO. CORRESPONDENTS. 





Brown.—You don’t say what kind of fishing 
come on till June 16, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


you want, Coarse fishing does not 








EYED-HOOKS AND THE QUERY FOR MR. KELSON. 

Srr,—Would Mr. Kelson also kindly say, in answering Mr. Basil Field’s letter, 
and I am not too late, whether he uses or approves of those having the eyes turned 
down, and what advantage, if any, could he derived from using them? In dressing 
a fly on one of these hooks, I fancied the work seemed very loose. 

If I am not taking too great a liberty, might I ask Mr. Kelson to add any brief 
suggestions on that subject ? 

T have read Mr. Kelson’s article in the FISHING GAZETTE on “ Fly Dressing ” with 
great interest, and have benefited considerably from his lucid and practical advice. 

J am an anxious learner, always on the look-out for any “ tips,” therefore, I doubt 
not, many like myself would value any opinions from such an authority as Mr, 
Kelson.—I am, Xc., AN ARDENT AMATEUR, 

Athenzum Club. 





EYED-HOOKS FOR SALMON FLIES. 
- §rr,—In addressing a query* to me on this subject, through the convenient 
medium of the Correspondence columns of “the GAZETTE, Mr. Basil Field is therein 
reported to have said: “I tried a Silver Doctor on one’ two years ago, and the 
result was anything but successful. The fly hooked well enough, butit does not play 
well in the water.” 

There is probably some clerical error or misprint here, for if the fly hooked well, 
Mr. Field would hardly have said it was “anything but successful.” 

Having seen some of Mr. Field’s performances in the silk and feather line of 
business, I think we may safely substitute “looked well” for “ hooked well.” 

That any fly he dressed himself “ looked well” I can readily believe, but that any 
fly dressed on a hook with a turned-up eye “hooked well” I doubt upon grounds 
hereinafter appearing, and, as lawyers say, more particularly set forth. 

There has been a very long controversy upon this subject, and I am glad to find 
that Mr. H. Cholmondeley Pennell has now come to the conclusion that the turned- 
down eyes are better for his purposes—viz., trout flies, than those which are turned- 
up, because it exactly agrees with the result of my experiment with these hooks for 
salmon flies, which I told him of at the time. 

A few weeks since Messrs. Woodfield and Co., of Redditch, kindly sent me, through 
you, sir,a number of these hooks, and, with a view of giving the readers of the 
GAZETTE conclusions drawn from practical experience, I tried flies which I had 
especially dressed upon them, critically examining each and every performance. 
There were various descriptions, some with turned-up and turned-down eyes at 
different angles, and also others in which the eye was simply made at the end of the 
straight shank. I found, as I fully anticipated (and I will tell you why presently), 
that the more the eye was turned up the worse the fly fished. As to that I had no 
doubt whatever in my own mind beforehand, and was perfectly certain what would 
happen, for the first thing a fisherman does while mounting his fly after the adjust- 
ment—still holding by the bend of the hook—is to take the gut between the thumb 
and forefinger of the right hand, about a foot from the work, and give a few hardish 
tugs to see that the line is direct from the one point to the other. If it deviates the 
least atom—and it is obvious it would with the turned-up eyes—the fly cannot behave 
as it ought; or, rather, very often, as it must. We haye only to ask ourselves the 
question, upon which I laid so much stress in the current fly-dressing articles—Why 
are we so particular in tying our gut loop perfectly straight wader the shank? Be- 
cause we find the hook penetrates more readily, and digs deeper and deeper in during 
a conflict. But with the loop above (and the higher the metal-eyed one is turned up 
the greater the inclination), the moment you strike at a fish the head of the hook 
bears down, and the bend of the hook lifts up, the result being that its point scratches 
along, tearing its way without taking hold at all. Moreover, were it to become 
accidentally imbedded, you could put little or no pressure on to the rod, for, if you 
did, the hook would be gradually working its way up and out all the time. 

Old salmon anglers know full well the importance of a steady give-and-take move- 


ment of the rod in playing the fly, and the moment I began that motion the nez » 


retroussé fly lifted its head coming up stream, and its tail going down ; in fact, it 
was like the action of a nursery rocking-horse. 

This is doubtless what Mr. Field means when he says his fly did not “play well 
in the water.” 

If, as Mr. Pennell correctly but mildly puts it, ‘dropping the head is a trifling 
blemish,” or words to that effect (but we must bear in mind he was alluding to trout 
flies), and that the erratic and fatal distinction—as I would rather have it—is the 
same whether the fly be tied or looped on, how much this dreadful drawback is in- 
creased may be easily imagined when, comparatively speaking, such monster hooks 
as ours are being used, 

I did not observe the fault with the turned-down eyes; indeed, how could it be 
so? Andif they are found in practice to answer, it occurs to me flies will last so 
much longer as to justify anglers in paying more to have them dressed with natural 
instead of dyed feathers. That the former are superior in every way I have long 
since determined. No matter how ably the dyeing process is managed, our artificially- 
coloured feathers and hackles—fiery browns excepted—never look so well, or are so 
advantageous. 

Hitherto, being well aware that the gut loop would not be trustworthy, however 
well arranged, after a certain amount of wear and tear, we have naturally hesitated 
to incur the extra éxpenditure involved in having our flies dressed so extravagantly. 

I have said “in practice” deliberately because when a small fly is used and 
taken into the mouth, so that the lips close on to the gut itself, it may be found 
that in striking the first resistance is caused by the bent eye of the hook coming in 
contact with the closed lips of the salmon before the hook has taken hold, or is 
imbedded in any part of the fish’s mouth, 

In this case there would soon be a dissolution of partnership, as the mouth would 
be opened immediately, and the hook altogether ejected. And let me say this con- 
tingency is not at all remote, although probably such an occurrence would not be 
frequent. However, I am convinced, as we all desire to excel, we should pay atten- 
tion to these and similar urgent details, at the same time carefully weighing all the 
evidence, endeavouring to discriminate keenly to enable us to seize on the right 
means decisively. 

Attainment comes to the sons of the patient and persevering who constantly 
pause for reflection, and extend their views during the sweet suspense. And I am 
of opinion that anglers who make a minimum of vexation out of a maximum of 
adversity often get a maximum of knowledge from a minimum of opportunity. 

I, for one, shall certainly try the turned-down eyed-hooks, and should not hesitate 
to adopt them if I derive ever so little benefit. The ordinary gut-loop accommodates 
itself inuse, whichever way we knot or loop the trace to it, turning up with our 
adjustment commenced from below. But were we to make our knot or loop our 
trace down through, instead of the gut-loop turning up, when it has been soaked it 
would turn down ; therefore, it is perfectly clear either of these fastenings must be 
made down through instead of up through the metal eye. 

It may be argued that knots throw each strand of gut out of the straight line, 





4 Note and Query (for the Hditor of Notes and Queries).“— Is a note asking a 
question properly, describedas a “ note of interrogation ” ?—HD, 


but practically, “ the pull” is just the same whether the gut-trace be a knotted one 
or only a single strand married to the line. : 

Flies can be made with much slighter bodies—not by any means a trivial con- 
sideration for many of the Irish rivers. Nor need there be any difficulty in dressing 
them ; but—in answer to another correspondent—the work would eventually become 
loose, unless the hooks were prepared to receive it. What I suggest, first of all, is 
to run a single layer of closely-coiled, well-waxed gossamer silk along the shank, 
whipping in underneath a single strand of gut (tapered at the point), extending far 
enough to secure it, to serve the purpose of “ making off ” the tying silk. 

All fly - dressers know the ordisary loop is used for that. The gut could be 
nipped off a shade longer than the iron, so as to project in the same manner as a 
loop, and there you have it. Butafter the body is completed it would be better to 
cut the gut flush with the work, because the wings could be fixed firmer on merely 
a fresh single layer of the fine silk, and also because the head would be smaller —I 
am, Xc., Gro. M. Kenson, 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Str,—The only bit of sport I have to record for the week is one fish canght by the 
Weston keeper, 171b. On Tuesday, the same day, Mr. Dickinson, of Nottingham, 
hooked a very fine fish about 25lb. while spinning, and tried to stop him on the run, 
As the fish did not like the arrangement, he smashed a new plaited line ; so you may 
guess the strain he put on him—a piece of bad management on the angler’s part. 
Thursday’s rain stopped all angling for the rest of the week, as the river went up 
4ft., disappointing many who, like myself, can only get out on Saturday. As the rise 
is sure to bring some fresh fish up, I hope to record some better sport in my next.— 


Tam, &e., 
April 20th. 
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Section ofthe 
=> 





“Dunelm” Built Cane 










ods. 

Write for Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Particulars of 
above Rods (post free, for 
Three stamps), only Manu- 
fuctured by 


Vee i"). cummins, 
Bishop Auckland. 


Important to Anglers. 


THE 


Macnee Fish Seale Fly, 


3d. each, on Drawn Gut. 
From article on “Fishing near Canter- 
bury,” in the FISHING GAZETTE, by 
R. B. Marston, Esq. 


“T set great store by these flies now, as I find 
they will kill when nothing else will.” 

N.B.—To guard the public against spurious imi- 
tations, these flies are done up in half-dozens and 
dozens, each box containing J. Macnee’s name in- 
side and Patent No, 4447 on cover, without which 
none are genuine, 


Sole English Agents— 
Messrs. BERNARD, London; FOSTER, 
Ashbourne ; WALTON, Richmond, 


Yorks, 
Sole Seotch Agent— 
Messrs. ANDERSON, Edinburgh. 


OR DIRECT FROM INVENTOR, 
JAMES MACNEE, 
BOHALLY, PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


LOCH RANNOCH & LOCH TUMMEL FLIES. 


ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No, 17, King William Street, Charing Cross, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £29 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years, Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—ROBERT 
P. HART,Manager, N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
ject. Easy repayments, and no geuuine applica- 
ion refused. A gentleman sent from the’ bank to 
carry outall arrangements, 











BREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


nly LIFE, 


or the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.”—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIG SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 8d., 
lls,, and 21s. each. 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 


LONDON, E.¢. 


EPzEY 








ESTABLISHED 1851. 


ee eer oe BAN K— 
) Southampton Buildings, Chancery-lane. 

THREE per CENT. INTEREST allowed on 
DEPOSITS, repayable on demand. 

TWO per CENT. INTEREST on CURRENT 
ACCOUNTS calculated on the minimum monthly 
balances, when not drawn below £450. 

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of 
charge, the custody of Deeds, Writings, and other 
Securities and Valuables ; the collection of Bills of 
Exchange, Dividends, and Coupons; and the pur- 
chase and sale of Stocks, Shares, and Annuities. 
Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued. 

THE BIRKBECK ALMANACK, with full parti- 





'| culars, post free, on application. 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 





The WBirkbeck Building Socicety’s 
Annual Keceipts exceed Five Millions. 


FH OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE 

FOR TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH, with 
immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply 
at the Office of the BIRKBECK BUILDING SOCIETY, 
29, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane. 


OW TO PURCILASE A PLOT 

OF LAND FOR VIVE SHILLINGS PER 

MONTH, with immediate Possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purposes. Apply at the 

Office of the BIRKBECK FREEHOLD LAND SOCIETY, 

as above. 

THE BIRKBECK ALMANACK, with full parti- 

culars, on application. 
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
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SALMON 
FISHING, 


Every improvement in 
Waterproof Requisites, from 
suggestions of Practical Sports- 
men, and the experience of 
many years. 


WADERS. 
Ising 
Stockings, 
ishing 

Prog ues, 

ishing 

Boots. 


Require no Dressing. Remain 
Soft and Pliable. 


VENTILATED 


SHING 
GOATS. 








The Latest Improvement in 


FISHING BAGS, 


&c., &c. 





Only Address, Corner of 


Air Street, 


18, PICCADILLY. 


HOTELS, INNS, 
ANGLING QUARTERS, AND 
WATERS. 


yee IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS,.—Anglers contemplating a 





visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c,, may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 


“THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER’S 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Angler's Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
“ The best in the West of England. 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a per- 
fect Fisherman’s Home, also capital 
Sea Fishing. 

Billiard Table and Posting, 

Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., in- 
cluding (table d’hote) Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner, and Attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges, 
Nearest Railway Station, Dartmouth, 
Great Western Railway. 

Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of 

Torquay—the mildest climate in Eng: 

land for winter fishing 


Devonshire Rivers. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in 
ANY STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen, 
Flies made to pattern. A large stock of 
Rods and Tackle of all kinds. The Devon 
and other artificial Baits, Reels, Lines, 
Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trousers, Baskets, and 
every other requisite-—Address, WIL- 
LIAM MUDFORD, Fore Street, Tiverton, 
Devonshire. Ticket Depot for the Tiver- 
ton Fishing Association. 


DULVERTON. 
EXE AND BARLE FISHING, 


Superior PRIVATE APARTMENTS, with 
or without Board, on moderate terms, at 
Melton House, Dulverton. 


W. BABB, Proprietor. 


10,000 
TESTIMONIALS, 





























CLEAN YOUR PLATE 
‘ TRADE AND HARNESS 
Oo i FITTINGS 
t x and all other Metal 
TN with 
‘ ARK . 


l 





BOEHLEN’S 


Liquid Metal Polish. 


To be obtained Everywhere. 
OFFICES : — 20, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, E.C. 


Samples, post free, 6 stamps. 
SALMON AND TROUT TACKLE. 


JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 


MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &c., to suit all parts of 
the world, A large steck of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prize Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1888, for ex- 
eellence in Fishing Tackle, Price List on appli- 
cation. 


FLY-DRESSER 


WANTED. Toa Good and Steady Hand Con tant 
Employment. Apply 
WILLIAM GARDEN, 
Gunmaker, Aberdeen, N.B, 








Sportsman's Exhibition, Agricultural Hall, London. 


STAND No 114. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


D. SLATER, Newark-on-Trent, will Exhibit at the above 
Exhibition 100 Very Superior Nottingham Rods, Binged 
Ferrules, “Bell's Life” Rings, Bronzed Fittings, Partition 
Case, and Stoppers, 10s. 6d. each. 


SUPERIOR GREENHEART FLY-RODS, 10/6 EACH. 
FIRST QUALITY GREENHEART PIKE RODS, 12/6 EACH. 
ENGLISH & AMERICAN SPLIT-CANE RODS, £3 3/ EACH. 

“SLATER’S PATENT” PERFECT COM?INATION REELS. 

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF NOTTINGHAM REELS. 


THE CLIMAX LANDING NET, WITH A. T. ALLCOCK’S PATENT FOLDING 
JOINT. 


A Large Assortment of Silkworm Gut, Gut Lines, Floats, Tackle, Fly Books 
Waterproof Silk Lines, &c., Kc. 


D. S. WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
NOW READY. PRICE 2s. 64. 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “ FISHING GAZETTE,” with Leather Back’; will hold half 
a year’s GAZETTES. To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C, 


fy MALLOCH’S New Patent 
| CASTING REEL. 


See the Field, November 1st; the FISHING 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards in the World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Tishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for Flies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 
Trout Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, 
Diplomas of Honour, 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209,'High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 


CY. D ES DIAgEE MANSIONS, 


Colville Square, Eayswater, W. 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS TO LET. 


Airy, and with every Modern Improvement and Convenience ; Bathroom, with 
Hot and Cold Water Supply ; Electric Bells, &c., &c. Close to Kensington Gardens, 
and of easy access to all parts. Omnibuses pass the Mansions. Rent from £65, 


Messrs. SLAUGHTER & COLEGRAVE, 
6, MANSFIELD STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W. 


J )ICKIE’S VOICH IMPROVER.—AI 


FOOD. FOO D. FOOD. Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED. 6d. per Pkt. BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 


OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
) wal 
ANTS EGGS 
c s 


strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds, Sold 
A Nourishing Food for all Kinds of 
= oO 
FRESHWATER FISH, 


in packets, 6d. and Ils, each, Wholesale and 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HS., 


retail of the proprietor, 
Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 
&c., for the Aquaria. 


Dealer in all kinds of 
Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, {ce., 
for the Aquarium, 
52, King William St., City. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders 
of all kinds of Fish. 


52, KING WILLIAM STREET. 
10 SALMON ANGLERS 
AND OTHERS. 


JAPANNED FLY-MAKER’S BOX, complete 











Also, set 











ALMON, COD, CONGER, 
PIKE, TROUT.—These noted FISHING 
LINES, in 16-plait and C abled, we spin direct from 


Four trays, divided and sub-divided, with bottom 
space. To hold and preserve collection of feathers, 
hackles, hooks, and all requisite materials: Oard- 
board partitioned Box for seal’s furs in lid, as sup- 
plied to Mr, Kelson, 
18in. by 12 by 104 high, price £8 10s. 
12in. by 9 by 8 high, price £2 10s. 
ALL ORDERS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
REMITTANCE. 


W. ROLLASON, 
12, Kirby-street, Hatton-garden, 
London 


the raw material. Black Prince and Enamel Brown, 
expressly for spinning, trolling, and mahseer fisb- 
ing. Double and Single Taper Salmon and Tro -t 
Lines for fine cast, no splash, as used and recon: - 
mended by Editor of ‘* Field,’ “Rod,” in India, 
and officers of the English and Indian Armies, For 
samples and catalogue address, inclosing two 
stamps, 

COTTON TWINE SPINNING COMPANY, Manchester. 

Waterproof nets for every purpose, 


V ANTED, a RIVER-KEEPER 

and FISHERMAN for about a mile of 
water twenty miles from Town,—, J, W., 43, 
} Sloane-street, London, 8.W, 
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A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 
O48, ner Gall. | ene carsiage aa’ | 488, per Dozen. 
SAMPLES SENT. FREE OF CHARGE. 


M: CLIVE & LYON, 
14, St. Dunstan’s Hill, London, B.C. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 





FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 


tive of Cold 

FREE from FUSEL OIL. 
Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers. % 













SoLE PROPRIETORS — 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


| 
ee) 
BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YoPlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 


Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices, 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis, 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 


ett MeO Sa 1D ae 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTR, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return’ rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 






















ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s, 6d 
; a aut part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
3 12s. 6d, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo, Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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ODDS AND ENDS IN SALMON FISHING.—No. 10. 


By GEO. M. KELSON. 
SURELY the gentle and prevailing impulses so suggestive in the 
inspiring time of year now upon us ought to stir anglers into action. 
Atleast, we have no excuse—no longer need we sigh in vain “for the 
hum of the hidden brook,” rippling on through green recesses 
vanishing in shadows ; or crave “for the odour of forests,” with all 
their unintelligible power, filling the atmosphere sweet beyond 
expression. Yet to quietly say that our season of enjoyment has 
returned and there cease would be to fall far short, or rather, very 
far short of the whole beautiful fact, for now that the country is 
being moved with the most impressive touch of Nature, there are 
other considerations that go deep, embodying influences which 
render our sport especially inviting. Everything o’er hill and dale 
so seemingly happy, lifting our thoughts to the highest realms of 
imagination and fancy—everybody rejoicing at the return of joyous 
spring in all her bright, green garniture—at the return of fresh 
foliage bursting forth from the trees, which, in stately elegance, not 
only deck the landscape, but refresh and beautify the scene. How 


they revel, as it were, in their eager rivalry and cheerful contrast 
with the sombre gloom of the pines, which have been lending such 
mystery and majesty to the land! Who could think that these 
magnetic charms do not strike the senses even in all our ordinary, 
yet glowing, enthusiasm, with irresistible attraction ? 

Amid such surroundings, what, indeed, could be more pleasant or 
agreeable to the taste of a salmon angler than another stroll along the 
favourite old path by the river ? 

But it was the path 7m the river—was it not ?—where we left off ; so 
let us continue the wading question as we proceed to ascertain 
how to fish stream, eddy, pool, flat, and rapid. 

Generally speaking, ‘“‘a stream” spans the river, and means fifty 
to two hundred yards of lightly-rippling water, being of a moderate 
and uniform depth, requiring very light and close casting. In 
entering the water | should wade quietly down any long shallow, if 
it were there (they are generally just above), in preference to walking 
in too near to the upper catch. Then there would be no climbing 
down banks in dangerous proximity to salmon, which are so easily 
disturbed in streams. And not only would the fish be less likely to 
see you, but more likely to remain instead of making off for the 
pool below, which is invariably the case. 

Much, of course, must depend upon the force of water and bed of 
the river as to how far across you dare wade ; at any rate, the farther 
the better, to enable you to cast from a position well in front of the 
fish. If it be stony—it is seldom or ever muddy, but sometimes 
sandy, making it easier going for a beginner—you must be quite 
sure of your landing-stages below beforehand, so as not to overshoot 
the mark in an engagement, for not only is it trying and tedious, 
but you run a risk of ignominious defeat if you have to pick your 
way back over boulders, losing time, struggling in the attempt to 
secure an advantageous command opposite your work from the 
bank, 

But when muddy, I often amuse myself by gently thickening the 
water from quite the top of the reach for some few minutes before 
starting. Salmon don’t seem to mind it then, and very likely they 
put it down to ducks and geese, or more particularly to cattle. This 
is only imagination on my part; but let me suggest that the faculty 
of imagination is the great spring of angling activity, and is unques- 
tionably the principal source of improvement. 

While heading up, sometimes salmon rest, and are perfectly at ease 
within a few feet of bullocks pawing in the water. Oxen, I confess, 
and other beasts of pasture have an undeservedly bad name with us ; 
nevertheless, I like to see them. 

But there is this to be said, and I have noticed it in fishing many a 
time: Salmon can easily be led to believe that our intentions are 
innocent, though the unaccustomed observer may tell you we create 
alarm, and actually frighten fish by being in view. 

T rather court your attention to this ; you willbe amply rewarded 
and never regret it, I assure you, if it ends in your getting over that 
presumably sincere, yet thoroughly uneducated, manner so proverbial 
with most novices. 

“ Halloo! what are you up to there ?” said I once upon a time to 
one of the miner-mob mechanics who go coaling by night and 
fishing by day. 

“Ah,” replied the stalwart subscriber, “I slipped getting in the 
water, and suppose I disturbed the catch, for the beggars won’t take 
nothing now, and I thought I’d let ’em see I was only after a few 
pebbles for the front garden path.” And such a nice little heap of 
them had he collected on the bank that we presumed—for I had a 
friend with me—the fish were all right and ready enough, and 
sufficiently reconciled. So my companion—a splendid fisherman— 
just asked the fellow what flies he tried—not caring a farthing about 
it though ; and in the twinkling of an eye prettily presented, within 
four yards of him, through the best spot of the tree-fringed pool, a 
well-hackled Glowworm, which I can tell you was not refused. 

This is but one instance; still, what is the moral, and what are 
the resources of modern science ?—for it is a scientific acquirement 
after all, only learnt in practice—that we ought to bring into our 
train, and so avoid all objectionable display of enthusiasm, and 
strangle the natural feeling to creep, crouch, and cringe, which is 
most assuredly irritating, and evidently wn-natural to the fish. 

Is it not manifest—indeed, has it not been granted over and over 
again until the assertion passed into a platitude—that our first duty 
by or in the river is to avoid the appearance of concealment ; and 
the second, the moment our presence is detected, to affect, without 
apparent design or foresight, a demeanour calculated to give 
assurance—as I say, “lead the fish to believe our intentions are 
innocent ” ? 

Oh, yes; and may I also impress upon you that success is not 
accelerated by these freaks in anticipation, and however pleasing 
paroxysms of zeal may be in some cases, however uncontrollable, 
we must do away with convulsed features and figures in a salmon 
pool. Our purpose need be none the less fixed, you know, nor our 
determination to carry it out none the less resolute, The habit with 
our earnest students is certainly theatrical, always pardonable, but 
never allowable, as it curtails enjoyment as well as chance—in the 
one sense, a waste of labour conducive to fatigue ; in the other, by 
rendering their presence conspicuous and objectionable. Enthusiasm, 
Bulwer Lytton asserts, is so fearfully contagious that it positively 
moves stones and charms brutes. Ido not for one moment say we 
are not to be enthusiastic ; but I hope I have said enough to remind 
you that fishermen can impart “ uncourtly declarations of war,” and 
convey expressions of their impatient intentions without words. 
The fact is, then, the very vivacity of untutored manner betrays us 
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—the absence of angler’s aplomb is, so to speak, our ruin; and, 
consequently, occasion will only smile upon our wishes in that 
annoying moment just when our attention is drawn away, and we 
are kissing our hand to a passing friend. Is thisnotso? Very 
well, then ; I will only add that practice with pains brings absolute 
mastery over every requirement in subduing these puerile and 
acknowledged errors. 

Now, when casting in streams, having decided to use very small 
patterns—though in rough or very cold weather you need not be so 
particular about that—the great secret is to keep the line as straight 
as possible while playing the fly. With your permission I will 
refer to some observations which I offered in another journal some 
time’ ago. ; ; 

We will now draw acircie, I said, and make a line across it from 
north to south, and another supposed to be from east to west. The 
angler, midway between the points north and west, should propel 
his fly midway between east and south, the stream flowing from 
north to south. Immediately the cast is made, place the rod in a 
horizontal position towards the east, and keep it there while you 
play the fly across the catch—that is to say, until it has reached the 
point nearly in a line down the river with yourself. 

In order to make sure of the running-line being straight, as I 
suggest, if the fish lie well out owing to any shelving shallow from 
the bank, and you do not object to be criticised, there would be no 
harm in holding the rod up till you see the line carried down 
alongside the shore sufficiently. But by all means avoid bringing the 
rod round in front of you, your object, as well, being to let the fly 
linger as long as it can in coming over the water. And keepthe point 
of the rod working steadily backwards and forwards close down to 
the surface, that the fly may fish deep. You will find this especially 
necessary on a still, bright day, or when you have been a few weeks 
without rain, in any state of wind or inany kind of weather ; though 
when it is very hot, stream fishing seldom pays, as the fish are 
* bushing,” or drop back into deep pools. 





TROUT ANGLING.—No. 1. 


By JAMES MACNEE (Professional Angler). 











[The series of papers which we shall publish under this heading are by Mr. 
James Macnee, of Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B. Mr. Macnee is the inventor of the 
‘Pike Scale Fly,” and these practical papers, the result of .a lifetime's ex- 
perience in trout fishing, will doubtless prove of much interest to our readers. 
—Ep.] 
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PREFACE. 


During the days of my boyhood, trout: fishing was, of all my sports, my 
favourite pastime. As manhood was reached, circumstances caused me to 
become a professional angler, and for the last sixteen years angling has been my 
only pursuit. Being about to retire from it as a regular profession, I venture 
to give my ideas of the best methods of practising the gentle art, and hope that 
my reader may find something useful to him—hints which, I trust, will enable 
him to become a good fisherman in a much shorter space of time than I have. 
This is my aim in writing on angling, and I trust that it may be accom- 
plished. . J. M. 

Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B. 


INTRODUCTION. 


NEARLY 200 years ago, Izaak Walton, whom I may call the father of 
fishers, died, leaving as a legacy to succeeding generations the 
practical outlines of the art of angling. In his time few, very few, 
practised the art ; but as time passed the sport came by degrees to be 
patronised, till at length at the present day the votaries of angling 
may be counted by thousands, You will find anglers in all degrees 
and stations of life. This sport, above all others, combines with its 
pleasures all the elements of health. 

Away from the smoky town, breathing the pure air, who so happy as the 
angler wandering by the side of the murmuring stream, the cares and troubles 
of business left for the time behind—now casting his flies on the deep, dark 
pool, where the silvery salmon and the lusty trout love to sport, or again seeing 
them merrily dancing over the face of the rippling stream? The.angler in 
the pursuit-of his art views many of Nature’s choicest treasures. Down through 
deep-wooded defiles he finds little fairy nooks unexplored by others, little 
cascades and streams, rocks, and wild flowers mingled together, nothing to dis- 
turb the solitude save the chirp of the wren or robin, or perchance a squirrel 
springing from bough to bough, wondering ‘at the unwonted intrusion. The 
healthy tone of excitement given by this sport is;superior to that caused by any 





other. Let the sportsman talk in praise of the gun, but what compari3on can it 
bear to the rod? What sport is there in the whirr of your covey, the bang of 
your gun, instant death of the bird, and the stern “down charge” of your 
keeper, beside the rise of the fish and whirr of the reel with the struggles of 
your captive, now rushing down stream, and again darting here and there in its 
struggles to escape, till at length you land your glittering prize gasping on the 
green sward? Health, excitement of a harmless nature, and sport of the 
highest class—these attach themselves to the art, and no demoralising effects 
intermingle in the pursuit of angling. 





Tire Rop. 


This is one of the most important parts of fishing gear. Rods are manu- 
factured in many different styles and from various materials. You may get 
rods suited for every department of fishing, I will take it for granted, however, 
that the tyro for whom I write only requires one for his purpose. To commence 
with, one rod is quite sufficient for all the amateur’s purposes ; but bear this in 
mind—get a good one at the first. No good workman will make good work 
with bad tools, and no angler wishing to succeed in his endeavours to lure fish 
will attempt it with a bad rod, and remember to choose one suited to your 
strength. The best shop-made rods, in my opinion, are in three joints: ash 
in the butt, hickory in the middle joint, and lancewood and bamboo in the 
point—the bamboo, of course, at the extreme point. Let the butt be hollow to 
carry a spare top, as this part of the rod is the most lable to meet with 
accidental breakage. Do not choose too supple a rod, Ihave often heard 
anglers say a supple rod is best, but this is the first great mistake committed by 
the amateur. A stiff rod combines many advantages which a supple one does 
not possess. | First, it will do for fly or minnow, and by having the spare top 
made a little longer than the one usually used, you have a supple rod at your 
command for worm and May-fly fishing—the only lures which require a supple 
rod. In fly-fishing, a supple rod when a trout rises bends forward when you 
strike, and twice out of three times you lose your fish, or perhaps only prick his. 
mouth. Anyone accustomed to a supple rod will have great difficulty in 
casting a long line with a stiff one, but practice will overcome this. When you 
strike with a stiff rod the line is tight in an instant, at once fixing the hook and 
then killing your fishin a quarter the time you can do it with a supple rod. 
Some seasons back, on the river above Loch Tummel, I saw a gentleman with 
a supple rod hook a trout which he landed in thirty minutes ; its weight was 
Alb. The same evening I hooked and landed one of the same weight in five 
minutes. Now, during the ‘time of the take” time is valuable, and by having 
more power over your fish, you will land him twice as quickly with a stifi rod! 
In some streams which salmon frequent it is a common occurrence to hook 
them with a trout fly, and of what use is a supple rod on an occasion of this 
kind? Perhaps some of my readers, like myself, may reside near a river, and 
to them I would recommend a spliced rod, one that is spliced, glued, and 
warped together at the parts usually occupied by ferrules. ‘This is my idea of 
the very best rod that can be had, and the kind I always use unless I paya visit 
to some distant stream. Even ina ferruled rod I would advise that tha top, 
joint be spliced, only the butt joint having a ferrule. Wax the spliced parts 
well with shoemaker’s wax, and heat with a lighted match, putting the pieces 
together whilst warm. ‘The amateur will not have cause to complain of broken 
top pieces so often if he tries this plan. 

Stiff rods are usually much heavier than the slim rods generally sold in shops 
as fly rods, and the amateur may object to the weight. I will give him a plan 
I have used with some success to cause even slim light rods to become much 
stiffer : Strip off all the rod rings, and warp from the very point to the reel with 
well-waxed linen thread, placing on the rings as you proceed with the warping. 
Tt is a tedious process, but gives a wonderful degree of stiffness to a light rod. 
In the choice of a rod, let the amateur remember the following hints: length 
and weight according to your strength, stiffish and plain, made of first-class 
material, and if residing near a stream, spliced by all means. 

I will now give some hints on rod-making, which same may enable those with 
sufficient skill to make their own rods, 


Rop-MaxkI1na, 


I need not enter into details of planing the wood, &c. I will suppose that 
the amateur who attempts this has a little mechanical skill about him. A very 
good plan to enable you to obtain ferrules suited for a stiff rod is this: If you 
wish a 14ft. rod get ferrules for a 15ft.one. Itis not easy for the amateur to 
judge the correct sizes of ferrules, and rods made by most tackle-makers are 
nearly always better after having a foot length cut out of them. Divide your 
wood to the proper lengths, and set about fitting on your reel, mounting first, 
having the taper of your butt nearly to the size of your largest ferrule. Do 
not check down your wood at the ferrule ; simply taper it down and fit your 
ferrule on carefully with a file, place your counter (the part which fits into the 
ferrule for the next piece) against the outside of your ferrule as far as you wish 
the counter to enter, and scratch a mark on the ferrule ; you can then place the 
point of your wood to the mark, and draw a line on your wood ai the bottom 
end of the ferrule ; this will let you know how far to fit the ferrule on to your 
wood. - When you have your ferrule fitted on to within a }in. of your mark, you 
must drill out the hole for the tongue of the next piece to gointo. Rod-makers 
use guides for this, but the amateur must just mark the centre and enter the 
bit avery small way ; then place on your ferrule and drill it out. Be certain to 
have your ferrule on at this time or the wood will split. Fit the other ferrules 
onin the same way. Then, if you wish to blacken your ferrules, do it thus: 
Polish your ferrules well with sand-paper, and place them on a small piece of 
wood ; give them a coat of spirit varnish, and whilst they are wet pass them 
backwards and forwards through a flame of gas or candle. If you wish them 
bronzed, you can procure from most plumbers a liquid called “ bronzing.” 
Polish your ferrules as before, heat them on a clean coal fire, and apply the 
liqaid with a brush while the ferrules are hot ; do not heat them red-hot, but 
enough to burn one if touched. The varnish and bronzing are both burnt on. 
Before finally fixing on your ferrules, heat some thin glue,* then heat the 
ferrules slightly, and giving the fitted part.a coat of glue, drive on the ferrules 
to the mark on the wood with a wooden mallet, or knock them against a woode 
floor. ; 

To stain a rod the colour usually found in shop rods, procure two penny- 
worth of bichromate of potash (poison) and the same of catechu (a gum). 
First take your bichromate and melt it down with a little boiling water in a 
dish by the side of the fire. Give your rod a coat of this whilst it is hot, and 
when thoroughly dry sand-paper it off, and give it a second coat. If you like 
you can give it a third, but two coats are usually sufficient. In sand-papering 
the bichromate, if possible, go outside, and keep the rod to windward, as the 
dust of the bichromate is very unpleasant to the nostrils. Roll up your sleeves 
or the dust will make a nasty mess of your wristbands. After you have finished 
the sand-papering, melt down the catechu in the same manner, and give as many 





* Le Page’s liquid fish glue will be found to answer best.—ED, 
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coats as you require to bring up the shade of colour you wish. Let each coat 
dry, and use sand-paper between every coat ; three coats will usually do—some 
prefer only two. You have now the varnishing and finishing, putting on line, 
rings, and rod-keepers at the joints to do. In varnishing, use spirit varnish. 
“You can generally obtain it from the chemist who supplies you with bichromate 
and catechu also. Begin varnishing previous to ring-tying. Be certain in 
varnishing to give the coats slowly twelve hours between each at the least. 
The best plan is to give the rod a coat night and morning ; if given sooner the 
varnish will crack. Do not lay it on too thick. Brush it on quickly and thinly. 
Give four coats at least ; or if the grain of the wood is not thoroughly filled up, 
give more varnish. After you have a sufficient body of varnish on, procure 
some brown pumice-stone from a drysalter’s or painter’s, and placing some of 
the pumice on a stout cloth well saturated with water, smooth down the varnish, 
then wash thoroughly with water, and tie on your rings, using the same knot as 
in fly-tying. Varnish the thread with a small swan’s quill brush ; the thread 
will require several coats the same way as the rod. The varnish will be dulled 
with the pumice-stone ; but take linseed oil and a linen rag, and you can bring it 
up to a bright gloss ; or you can, if you like, French polish it in this way : 
Form a rubber of stout cloth—any old woollen cloth will do—tie it up tight 
with a piece of string, and pour some polish on to it ; then place over the polish 
a piece of linen, and put linseed oil on it ; the oil causes the rubber to slip along 
as you rub it against the rod, and the polish comes through the oiled rag. If it 
turns sticky, give more oil and more polish as required. ‘These are all the secrets 
required in rod-making. In choosing wood, remember that the redder in colour 
hickory is the better it is. Yellow lancewood is alone of use, as the white- 
coloured wood is perfectly brittle. To straighten bamboo, pass it through a 
flame of a candle until warm, and then straighten it. Do not plane the bamboo 
—scrape it with a sharp knife or piece of glass. 


(To be continued.) 








OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


THE International Inventions Exhibition at South Kensington will be opened 
by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, accompanied by the Princess, on Monday 
next, May 4. All who visit the Exhibition should make a point of seeing the 
fine exhibits in the Aquarium department, under the care of the National Fish 
Culture Association. 

* * ° * * * 

A very handy railway guide for use of visitors to the Exhibition has been 
compiled by Mr. J. R. Somers Vine, the official agent of the Exhibition. Tt 
will be found most valuable. 

* * * * He 

A Hampshire trout fisherman writes: “I see there was a rise recently in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE at grey mullet. Some fellow once told me as a great secret 
(so it was likely a cracker) that the only bait he had ever got home on them 
with was ants’ eggs. It might be worth some energetic young enthusiast’s 
trial. Has it been played on roach, do you know?’ It’s a sort of gentle-ey 
bait, and might fetch them, you know.” 

* * * * * 

Mr. John Wilcock, of the Manchester Cotton Twine Spinning Company, 
writes to us as follows: “Enclosed I send you sample of our improved 
16-plait ‘Black Prince’ salmon line—there is a cable waterproofed cord 
running through it—which keeps the line perfectly round in form, and makes 
it excellent for casting or trolling. The sample will speak for itself.” The 
line is an excellent one, and we recommend salmon anglers to write to Mr. 
Wilcock for sample. The only drawback to the lines made by this company 
is that the rubber dressing wears off ; but then they offer to redress lines ata 
nominal charge, so this does not so much matter. 

# * * * * 

We have been fishing in Hampshire recently, and give our readers the benefit 
of one or two capital plans which we learned from some well-known “ dry- 
flyers.” Before using your winch-line, stretch it between two posts and rub 
the last fifty yards well with a small piece of red deer’s fat in leather—used as 
a shoemaker waxes his wax-end. This makes your waterproof line fish 
twenty-five per cent. better and float well; it also preserves the dressing by 
reducing the friction in the rings. Another good tip is to use small india- 
rubber rings for fastening the rod-joints together, instead of the usual thread 
whipping. You stretch the ring well, and pass between the wire catches ina 
figure-of-8 fashion. This fastening holds much better than the old one, 

ae Es ae ae ae 

On Saturday, April 18, upwards of 5,000 trout fry (Salmo fario) from 
the breeding ponds of Mr. Thomas Andrews, Guildford, Surrey, were placed in 
the water belonging to the Birmingham and Midland Counties Piscatorial 
Association. With one exception, this has been done annually since 1881, with 
remarkable success, and excellent sport must be the result of such enterprise. 
All communications respecting this Association should be sent to Mr, James 
Gregory, Hon. Sec., Grand Hotel, Birmingham. We understand a few 
vacancies will occur in June for rods on this fine fishery. 

ae ae at ae at 


“ Pity the sorrows of an editor,” says an American slave of the Press, and we dole- 
fully endorse the remark. Friday morning finds us in what is popularly known 
as ‘the editorial sanctum” (editorial purgatory would be nearer the mark). 
Here we are supposed to enjoy a ‘quiet time” correcting proofs and sending 
the paper to press. It is a dingy little hole, reeking of dust and printer’s ink, 
furnished with a table and a couple of ricketty chairs. The whole building 
vibrates and echoes with the dull, monotonous noise of machinery. In the room 
below are some dozens of the fair sex folding papers and discussing the latest 
scandals in their domestic circles in very emphatic English, Irish, and Scotch. 
“ Call a spade a spade” is a motto they most religiously adhere to. A knock 
at the door as we light a pipe to counteract the printer’s ink, and in comes our 
worthy friend, the head printer, his hands full of proofs. ‘Morning, sir. 
Want seven columns out!” is his laconic remark. (How to get forty or fifty 
columns into thirty-two is the task we have to wrestle with every week.) As 
reply we hand him a dozen communications from considerate correspondents 
just to hand all marked “For insertion this week.” The head printer sighs, 
and we sigh, and then we go through the list of articles together. ‘‘ Can’t this 
article stand over, Sir?—it will give us two columns.” Reluctantly we 
mark it “Out.” Other innocents are slaughtered—some have been in type for 
months. Then comes a knock at the door; Mr. appears. ‘Ah! 
thought I should catch you here! Got a proof of my article [one of the con- 
demned]? If you can spare a corner of your table, I will just make a few 
corrections,” We exchange more sighs with the head printer. Our meek sug- 
gestion that we are very crowded this week, and thought of keeping the article 
over, is of no avail—we know it won’t be—and another article has to be 
slaughtered. The “few corrections” mean two hours’ work for the compositors, 
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and the head printer groans audibly. The last place in the world to look for a 
decent pen is in the “ editorial sanctum,” and resignedly we give up the only 
article of the kind in the place to our esteemed contributor. A solid half-hour 
passes before we can get a hold of that pen again. The proof is “cor- 
rected” a few, and when our friend departs we send it up to the head printer, 
mentally hoping-that he won’t stand on his head when he sees it. Now for 
these proofs. Ah! here is a nice little libel—a county magistrate described as 
a perfect demon by one of our river reporters. Hardly have we drawn a line 
through the offending lines, and put a big ““D” against them, when in rushes 
a printer's devil. “Please, Sir, are the Correspondence proofs ready, and will 
you answer this query?” ‘Come down in ten minutes,” is all we say— 
not, perhaps, all we think. “Ah! thought this was the best place to catch 
you in—shan’t detain you a moment, because I know you are busy ; but there 
are one or two things I want to talk about.” We try to answer questions and 
correct proofs at the same time ; result—bad for the proofs. Another precious 
quarter of an hour is lost, and we get to work again. Then up comes the pub- 
lisher. ‘Oh, there is a gentleman downstairs wants to see you particularly ; 
told him you were very busy, but he won’t go, won’t give his name, or say 
what he wants.” ‘Tell him to go to the No ; tell him to come up.” The 
visitor proves to be a seedy-looking individual with a “new invention,” which 
we are obliged to assure him is as old as the hills. He departs, if not a sadder, 
at any rate a wiser man ; and then we rush through the proofs as best we can. 
If our readers would remember that letters, articles, and notes which reach us 
before Friday morning necessarily get far more attention than those received 
just a the paper is going to press, they would make things easier for all con- 
cerned. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Brun.—We think you could not do better than try Broxbourne ; there are some big 
trout in this part of the Lea. 


X. Y. Z—The gut is spliced to the end of the running-line much in the same 
way you would splice your top if you broke it—i.c., by tying them together 
with waxed silk ; a fastening an inch in length is sufficient. It is a good plan 
to have a loop at the end of this strand of stout gut to attach the loop of the 
collar to ; then you can wind the collar easily through the rings, and in windy 
weather there is no knot for your flies to catch in. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


EYED-HOOKS, &c. 

S1r,—I thought public opinion had suggested that anglers have had enough of 
this qnestion, and I certainly should not have started it again ; but as Mr. Pennell 
has been allowed the dignity of two long leading articles on it, containing nothing 
new in particular, I hope that I may be allowed space for reply to his last (and 
second) scurrilous attack upon me. The one of Jan. 3rd J ignored as regards its 
offensive personalities ; this one I must, in self-defence, reply to, but I will be as 
brief as possible. 

First, I wish to ask what prescriptive right has Mr. Pennell to set himself up as 
a kind of Piscatorial Pope, whose second-hand dogmas are to be accepted as infallible, 
and which no one is to dare to dispute under penalty of being personally abused, 
whether the result prove that Mr. Pennell be right or the reverse ! 

Secondly, I should like to know if Mr. Pennell can find in any of my remarks 
upon his letters to the FISHING GAZETTE a single sentence in the least degree un- 
courteous to himself, or which does not bear simply on the argument under discussion? 

Thirdly, if such be the case, that I have not intentionally offended against him 
in word or deed, further than fair argument can be said to do so, Lask why a man 
in Mr, Pennell’s self-exalted position should be allowed an exclusive privilege of 
writing scurrilous and abusive personalities about a brother angler who has as much 
right as himself (subject to the Editorial permission) to discuss the subject of 
* Hyed-hooks” (which has for years been a special study) and the various theories 
lately propounded ? 

I have no intention of following his example and emulating the old adage of 
“the kettle calling the pot.” Iam content to stick to the discussion which has been 
started by Mr. Pennell, and not try to cover defeat by throwing dirt at a straight- 
forward opponent. 

Is it a case like the old legal joke—‘ If you've no case, abuse the plaintiff's 
attorney”? It looks rather like it. 

Task your readers if, in my last letter of April 18, there was anything offensive or 
qualified to excite such a vituperative reply as is printed inthis day’sissue? And I 
call their special attention to the studied politeness of his answer to Mr. Hall and 
the gross disregard of it in my case. 

I simply referred Mr. Pennell to former communications—one from Mr. George 
James, of May 17, 1884; the other to the only mention (I think) which has ever 
appeared before on the subject of a turned-down eye. 

There can be no mistake about that. Mr. Pennell has it in black and white. I 
do not claim any merit or novelty forit; it was a suggestion mainly given for a 
better arrangement of the looped eye in closer imitation of the appearance of the 
head of a natural fly, in reply to Mr. Pennell’s objection (dated Nov. Ist, 1884), when 
he wrote : “I contend that the turned-up eye on the pattern hook Mr. Hall sent me 
is conspicuous, by which I mean unflylike, and therefore objectionable.” Mr. Pennell 
no doubt read my letter of experiments on “ Needle-eyes v. Turned-eyes,” and he 
must have noticed the passage I referred him to; yet five months afterwards he 
takes up the idea and calmly writes a long leading article upon it, as if it were his 
own. 

If Mr. Pennell will read the text of his FisHING GAZETTE more carefully, refrain 
from quoting half-sentences, and garbling those to suit his own purposes, he will see 
that my remarks are consistent, and though I am sorry to trouble you once more 
with so much personal matter, I really must ask him to notice the following points 
in his own letter :— 

He begins, “ Mr. Bankart claims the turned-down eye also!” &c. No, Sir ; he only 
claims that Mr. Pennell took up his idea, expressed in a previous letter, which he 
could not have missed seeing, and appropriated it as his own without any acknow- 
ledgment, and then turns abusive, because he is referred to the original communi- 
cation. 

Fortunately, Mr. Hall’s letter of April 18th corroborates mine, though neither 
knew the other was writing to the FISHING GAZETTE. 

Mr. Pennell writes : “‘ He made a series of experiments with them,” &c, No, Mr, 
Pennell ; wrong again, Read your text more carefully, and you will find that it was 
Mr. Hall who made experiments with “ turned-down eyes” five years ago—those I 
referred to were the “‘ Needle-eye v. Turned-eye,” which ended so badly in the practical 
test for your theory of Noy, 1st, 1884. Mr, Hall’s answer proves that the turned- 
down eye question was from five to seven years old before it entered into your head. 

IT admit that Mr. Pennell has the laugh against me in reference to the mistake I 
made in calculation of angles ; but that was clearly explained, and I think I also 
demolished his argument by my letter and samples of January 10th Gf they ever 
reached him), 

I pass the rest of his two first scurrilous paragraphs— perhaps, like Mark Twain, it 
is “rote sarkastical” ; but it is none the less insolent, and quite uncalled for, 
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In paragraph 3, lines 10-13, Mr. P. tries to make out that I contradict myself. If 
he had quoted the whole of my sentences, he would see that I stated that it is with 
the “in-and-out” knot (whether tied on the up-turned or down-turned eye) that the 
pull on the point is “ almost exactly the same,” and that it is with the single entry 
knot that the pull must be on the back of hook with the up-turned, and on the under- 
side of the shank in the down-turned eye. That I maintain to be absolutely correct. 

Paragraph 3, lines 19-24. As to turned-down eye being of more benefit on large than 
small hooks, Mr, Pennell certainly did not “express any such opinion.” It wasa 
collateral expression of another original idea which I imagine did not enter his head, 
and which I make him a present of as a new theory to work out, as he seems fond 
of splitting hairs in arguments about nothing in particular, Neither did I “ create 
the statement for the purpose of dissenting from it.” It occurred to me from the 
fact that Mr. Pennell specially advocates turned-down eyes for his four smaliest 
hooks only, and needle-eyes for the larger bends, and I argue that 7/the down-turned 
eye is perfect for the smallest hooks (which I dispute), it is still more desirable for 
larger ones. I could prove it practically, but I fear it would be only waste of hooks 
and time, and that he would not deign to see or try my examples any more than my 
previous “ very funny experiments” which he wrote so ill-natured a letter about on 
January 3, 1885. Mr. Kelson’s article in this day’s FISHING GAZETTE is in exact 
accordance with what I should have expected in salmon hooks, and I predict that 
all large hooks will eventually have the down-turned eye, if metal-eyed at all. 

Yes, Mr. Pennell, your first article of March 28 did cause me “a mighty effort to 
restrain” my mirth. Have youforgotten what I told you in that same article of 
Nov. 8th? After detailing the experiments for “ breaking strain” of gut between 
“ needle-eyes and turned-eyes” (which always broke at the needle-cye and never at the 
turned-eye), you may see that I wrote, ‘‘ You cannot have hooks of No, 1, 0, and 00 with 
needle-eyes through which fine gut can be passed.” 1 went further ; I said I thought 
the difficulty would extend to hooks smaller than No. 3. Will you deign to read that 
letter again “ without prejudice,” and say if your own 7th paragraph of March 28th 
does not exactly prove my statement, and that you have been obliged to return to 
the much-abused looped-eye for your smallest hooks? 

I think I have disposed of the chief points of Mr. Pennell’s attack upon me. In 
conclusion, may I say that if free discussion in the public press is good for the 
general result of any questions the public may take an interest in, fair argument 
alone ought to prevail amongst those admitted by the Editor to the privilege of his 
columns. Anglers are supposed to be peaceable brethren, and they certainly ought 
to speak and write as gentlemen one with another, and not let argument degenerate 
into sarcastic and personal abuse, even though defeated in argument. I appeal to 
your readers whether Mr. Pennell has not overstepped these bounds, and behaved in 
an ungenerous and ungentlemanly manner, by the twice repeated use of expressions 
like ‘“‘ insatiable correspondent,” “dog with atin kettle,” and “inflated balloon” ; 
and I demand an apology for them, or I shall in future treat his communications 
with the contempt their brutality deserves. 

Mr. Hall promised, in his letter of May 17th, 1884, to try to collect all the various 
knots in use amongst his angling acquaintance, and to explain them in the 
GAZETTE by description (and I hope by diagram) : if he has not forgotten the matter, 
I think such a paper would be vastly more interesting than the latest correspondence 
on the subject, andif I can assist him in any way with the drawings for the illustra- 
tions I shall be happy to do so.—I am, &c., GEORGE BANKART, 

Leicester, April 25th. 





NEW EYED HOOKS AND SALMON HOOKS. 


S1Rz,—I inclose a card of samples of some new “ Hyed-hooks,” just brought out by 
Messrs. Samuel Allcock & Co., of Redditch. 

At their request I have assisted their manager to make their “patterns” right, 
and I trust the general character of the manufacture will be kept up to the samples 
they submitted tome. The hooks I have tried seem capitally tempered, and I think 
the method of colouring them (called I think Court’s system of “ rust-proof ” hooks), 
may have some advantage over plain coloured ones, as there appears to be less 
“ litter” from the metal itself, which has before been stated as the only objection 
to the bronze-colowred hook. 

The public will now have three sources of supply for ‘‘ Eyed hooks,” all noticed in 
the FISHING GAZETTE, and I wish all the firms prosperity, and that competition 
may not lower the price, to the detriment of quality and care in the manufacture. 
“Cheap and nasty” eyed hooks are not worth haying at any price. 

A slightly new experience in making eyed salmon hooks may be worth mentioning, 
especially now that such an authority as Mr. Kelson has determined upon trying 
them. 

Messrs. 8. Allcock & Co., have kindly made me a few samples of salmon hooks for 
a friend who fishes in Norway, and where he sometimes finds it advisable to fasten 
the fly upon double twisted gut. It was found that to tie such gut by the “ in-and- 
out” knot to a salmon hook, required such an enormous eye of the usual circular 
kind, that it rendered the fly practically very ugly. Of course where single gut only 
is required, the eye need not be so large, but the suggestion I now offer will be found 
a practical improvement in the eye of every salmon hook, because (whether for 
single or double twisted gut), it reduces the external bulk of the eye, whilst it at the 
same time increases the internal capacity for threading the gut twice through the eye. 

It is simply to form the eye in a slight oval standing across the head of the shank, 
instead of making it circular. If on paper you draw two circles touching each other 
which shall represent the two strands of gut, and describe round them, outside an 
oval circumference as closely drawn as possible, to represent the inner circumference 
of the hook eye, you haye my idea, only that the oval may be compressed rather more 
compactly than such a diagram would show, because the gut would practically work 
into asmaller space ; but the arrangement also has the benefit of allowing the two 
gut strands to le neatly parallel to each other ; an important consideration in making 
a neat knot against the eye. 

The sample hooks referred to were made with upturned eyes; but if the down- 
turned eye is substituted, Iagree with Mr. Kelson that it will be an improvement, as 
the pitch can be increased to throw “the pull” as low down as is desired. No doubt 
Messrs. 8. Allcock & Co., will attend to any inquiries on the subject of this letter, and 
‘their hooks can be ordered through any dealer in fishing tackle. The price of itrout 
hook sizes, I understand, is to be 8s. per hundred, or 25s. per thousand. 

If you place the inclosed sample card im the Fly Fishers’ Club rooms, it may be 
useful for reference. GEORGE BANKART, 

Leicester, April 25th, 1885. 

[The Hooks are evidently very carefully made, and we like them ; it isa great 
advantage to have them rust-proof, and the colour is good. Every season we feel 
more than ever convinced that eyed-hooks must eventually become generally adopted 
jn place of the old plan,—ED. | 


. EYED-HOOKS. 

Str,—Allow me to state that the eyed-hooks described by me in some recent 
numbers of the FISHING GAZETTE are being manufactured by Messrs. Harrison, 
Bartlett, and Co.,of Redditch, instead of by Messrs. Warner and Co., as previously 
notified.—_I am, Xc,, H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 


RETEMPERING HOOKS. 


S1r,—I notice remarks respecting retempering hooks. The hooks would have to 
be rehardened, then tempered. Hooks, when rehardened, are never so strong as 
when first hardened ; every time they are heated in the fire reduces the strength.— 
Tam, &e., 8. ALLCOCK AND Co, 

Redditch. 

[A well-known Hampshire angler informs us that he retempers hooks successfully 


by heating them in a spirit lamp to red heat, and then putting them quickly into 
vaseline,—ED, | 











TROUT-FISHING AT KISSINGEN. 

Srr,—Kissingen, in Bavaria, is one of those places which I may say agreeably sur- 
prises people. It is mostly connected with the idea of invalids seeking renewed 
health at the wonderful waters of the numerous native springs, and one naturally 
expects to meet a set of suffering and taciturn people, bound up in their own maladies. 
But no; however unsociable their condition may have made them in their own homes, 
the surroundings of the place make them forget all their individual misery, and join 
heartily in the joviality of the place. You have to rise early, between 5 and 6 a.m., 
walk about some lovely grounds and drink the waters, and turn in for a simple break- 
fast, according to prescription ; and I may here state the hotels and restaurants are 
under the immediate supervision of the local doctors, and you could not, even if you 
would, obtain any food or drink calculated to interfere with your cure. This is 
effected in the course of a month. You walk about in the park to the sound of really 
nice music, which the town provides. Asan ardent angler, need I tell you my first 
thoughts were directed to the inhabitants of the river Saale ; but not meeting witha 
single angler along the river, the terrible idea crossed my mind that it was so strictly 
preserved that a humble individual like myself, and a stranger in the land, could 
not hope to obtain permission to wield the rod on that lovely surface. True, up to 
that time I had seen but few trout, but an immense quantity of chub ; still, the idea 
of being compelled to spend a month close to that river, without being able to prac- 
tice my favourite pastime, was rather distressing. On inquiry, I found that as a 
visitor, and as such only, I had the privilege of angling on a very considerable por- 
tion of the river on payment of the large sum of 3 marks (2s. 11d.) to the local 
authorities. Now to the sport. Of course I started with the fly, with but indifferent 
suecess ; but, noticing that the chub rose to the cockchaffer, I tried the latter, with 
bags such as I never made in all my angling experience of 35 years. The fish 
averaged 3lb.,and I had several which turned the scales at 5lb. After a week of 
this sport, during which I gladdened many a poor man and woman’s heart with these 
fish, I naturally yearned for the noble trout, which I heard were to be found higher 
up the river, in waters belonging to private individuals. On inquiring of the polite 
and indefatigable manager, Herr Miiller, of the Kurhaus, where I was staying, he 
kindly introduced me to Oekonomie Rath Streit, a very influential personage in 
Kissingen. That gentleman obtained for me permission to fish in part of the 
upper waters. Oh, how I long to be there again! One hears of Thames trout being 
taken, but here one really lands them. I killed no less than 5 in one afternoon. As 
to the number I lost, I do not feel ashamed to confess they were many, and for this 
very good reason—my tackle got lost somehow, and I had to content myself with 
the stuff I could get in the place. 
tackle! Isay really English, for it is all soldas such in the localshops. Just before 
I left, Oekonomie Rath Streit informed me he had purchased the right of fishing over 
an immense distance of the upper waters, and I have no doubt any English visitor 
wishing to fish will obtain permission by applying for it. JI am writing this not 
altogether unselfishly, for, unlike many anglers, { prefer company even by the river- 
side.—I am, &c., H 





TROUT-FISHING ON LOCH AWE. 

S1r,—The weather was so very cold and disagreeable when I was at Loch Awe a 
fortnight ago, and our takesin consequence being small, I did not think of sending 
you anote of them. In four days I killed 80 fish weighing 41lb., and my friend 
about the same. The rain, which has now come on, will very much improve the 
fishing. There is abundance of trout, and during the last 25 years which I have 
regularly fished the loch I never remember. the fish being in such excellent 
condition. In fact, I hadn't a fish out of condition among my lot. 

We stayed at Port Sonachan Hotel, which is conveniently situated to suit every 
direction of wind. Mr. Cameron, the proprietor, is an excellent fisherman himself, 
and although he now seldom handles a rod, he is well qualified to give every 
information to his guests. His boatmen are all natives, and know the loch 
thoroughly. I will be in London in about a fortnight, and hope to see you.—I am, &c., 





Glasgow. JOHN ELDER. 
SALMON-FISHING IN THE TRENT. 
Srr,—My anticipations have been very agreeably realised. Some good sport has 


been had during the past week, the late fresh having brought more fish up. In the 
Weston length, Mr. Littlewood, on Tuesday, caught one over 171b., and lost two ; 
on Wednesday, Mr. Tom Horsley one, 183lb. ; on Thursday, Mr. Wood got another, 
18lb.; on Friday, Mr. Benson caught one that turned the scales at 24lb., and Mr, 
Lees one on Saturday weighing nearly 20lb. The river is in splendid condition, and 
salmon fishermen ought to be up and doing. Very little has been done at Willington 
yet. At Colwick several good fish have been hooked, but broke away.—I am, &e., 
April 27th. A. 





A NOTE FROM DURHAM. 

Srtr,—Last Saturday was a red-letter day in the annals of the Derwent Angling 
Association. There had been some heavy rain, and a flood was in the river, when 
two of our members left home about four o’clock in the morning, and after a walk 
of about five or six miles, began to fish. They commenced at a place called the 
Sneap, and fished upwards with worms. Mr. J. Bell, one of the anglers, having 
used nearly all his brandlings and lobworms, put on a light-coloured worm, which 
can be got ingardens. He threw this in where a small stream enters the river, and 
was immediately fast in what he thought some rubbish. The supposed rubbish was 
gradually drawn in towards the bank, when it made a move for the middle of the 
river. Mr. Bell then found that it was a very large trout. After a great amount of 
running backwards and forwards on the bank, the angler, with the help of Mr. 
Fairbank, his friend, had the pleasure of hauling on to the bank the largest fish, I 
believe, that has been taken out of the Derwent. It is 26%in. long, 13in. in girth, 
and weighs 6jlb. The two anglers took about 60 fish between them. I should 
scarcely have believed the above if I had not seen the fish myself. This isin a 
river where the majority of members, at the annual meeting, considered 2s. 6d. 
sufficient for a yearly ticket. Mr. Moore, of the King’s Head Inn, Shotley Bridge, 
in whose possession it now is, intends having it set up.—I am, &c., 

: W. PALLIASER, hon. sec. 





FISHING ON THE WYE.—OGDEN’S “ MULTUM IN PARVO ” RODS. 


Srr,—Will you kindly inform me through the medium of the GAZETTE what flies 
are the best about the 25th May for Symondsyet, on the Wye, and dressings 
for same? Also say if the pike-scale flies are of any use at this place? I should 
also like to know the opinion of Ogden’s “Multum in Parvo” spliced rods of 
anyone that has used same. By kindly giving this information, yow or subscribers 
will greatly oblige.—I am, &c., CONSTANT READER, 

122, Barton-street, Birmingham. 

[ Does our correspondent mean Simmonds Gate, near Gloucester? If so, we fancy 
the only fish he can get with fly there are dace. A Governor, with chamois leather 
tag, is a good dace fly. Mr. Ogden’s “ Multum in Parvo” are much liked, He makes 
them any action you may require.—ED. | 





MAELOG LAKE, ANGLESEA. es 

Str,—Can any of your readers give me information as to whether the trout- 

fishing in this lake is all it is advertised to be ; also if the shooting and sea-fishing 
are good?—I am, &c., SEMI-DETACHED VILLA, 


THE EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Sir,—The next Anglers’ Association No. 1 Eastern district visit will take place at the 
above club on Monday, May 11th, when we shall be pleased to welcome all anglers 
who will honour us with a visit, Harmony to commence at 8 o’clock sharp.—I am, 
&e., F, A, GRAY, sec 

5, Argyle-road, Tottenham, : 





What would I not have given for really English ~ 
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FLAX WASTE FOR WORMS. 


Srr,—I promised Mr. Stansfield to write to you respecting worm-keeping in the flax 
waste. First, thoroughly soak in water, then wring as dry as you can, loosen the waste, 
put into a box or tub, put in your worms and cover them with a wet cloth. I use 
old onion bags for this job. This does not scour them; but they will live and breed 
in it. I do not find any glazed ware to do as well as wood; and also, worms 
want air. 

I fear the gentleman that wrote to say his worms would not live in the waste 
must have put them into dry waste.—I am, &c., C, FLETCHER. 

10, Commercial-street, Leeds. ; 





BAITS FOR LEA ROACH. 

Srr,—In reply to “ Mark Antony’s ” query Lea roaching in the month of August, I 
have tried the creed wheat, but not with much success, I think, for the following 
reasons, the Lea is continually baited up with bread and bran, or pollard (I think 
over-baited), consequently it would require more time than I could spare from 
business to properly prepare a swim, even could I get one that would be free from 
cross-baiting. 

I have fared better upon the Upper Thames, Medway, and Arun (Sussex), as the 
natives are fond of wheat (for roach and bream), and places frequently baited up, 
hence the difference in the short time angler’s chance of success ; and these remarks 
apply to the Cockspur worm (I have found excellent upon the Thames, but no 
use in the Lea), I should take it as a favour if ‘“‘M. A.” would give his opinion. 

Lhayve always found bread and bran, used upon the hook, the best bait for hot 
weather. I certainly think, of the two, itis by farthe best. It is about 20 years 
ago, one hot day in August, I discovered how fond roach were of it. 

One plan was to put a small piece of ground-bait upon the bottom shot (as a 
a draw), using paste upon the hook ; but foul-hooking several roach. I came to 
the conclusion it must be the bran they were feeding at, so at once tried it 
upon the hook. The result was a nice take of roach, which induced me to open 
several roach upon my return home. I found sufficient evidence to convince me 
roach were feeding of a night, when all was quiet, upon bread and bran. Shortly 
after this I tried light ledgering with the float (mow called cupping), the result 
being bringing to bank some of the best roach the Lea contained. And I always 
found it equally good up Thames—in fact, all rivers I ever tried. I should like to 
know if the Trent men use it, and with what success ?—I am, &c., F. MAtcom. 

’ 40, Ludgate-hill. 








FASTENINGS FOR GUT-LINES, &c. 


S1r,—In common with many of your readers, I have been much interested with 
Major Traherne’s letter published some time since. I knew of his method and 
Mr. Pennell’s ; but I venture to send you a drawing of an older arrangement known 
for some years in Ireland to many of the best anglers there. I think the drawing 
speak for themselves ; and Iam, perhaps, prejudiced in believing this manner of 
hitching is preferable to Major Traherne’s plan, because if the fine gut by any 
means gives out, the hitches will hold, and beall the firmer because of any increased 


Fig & Hitches weth ending 
Knots (Loose) 


Fig ‘| Fist hilches (loose) Fie2 First hilches lightened. 
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FIG4 Hutches wath Knots 
(Araun fight but not home’) 


Fig 8. Hutches bound with 
fine gut. 


Fig 64 Hilch “sewed” with half hitches of fe gut. 
sana 
FIG 6. Hulches (bound. uth sls) 
* without end. kot. 


—— 


Fig 7. Hilches wih frre gut before 
berng drawn ar bound 





FIG 9. Loop on end of qui-lune 


strain. For myself, I prefer (of the two means I suggest) the simpler one of 
binding, to the other making use of half-hitches (with the fine gut). It is simpler, 
and there is only one precaution to be taken—that is, to pass back (before tightening 
the small gut) the end E (Fig. 5a) under the half hitches already passed over and 
around the salmon gut. Many good anglers dispense, as I do myself, with any 
binding at all. In conclusion, I may say that I think by means of this hitch also 
the simplest attachment and detachment of the gut-line to the reel-line is made. To 
detach, it is only needful at the end of the day to draw back firmly towards the 
bob-fAy the end A, when the loop of the gut-line will slide off without break, 
cutting, or loss (Fig. 9).—I am, &c., JOHN DUNNE. 
[ We are much obliged to Captain Dunne for these sketches and notes.—ED. | 





ON FASTENING EYED-HOOKS TO GUT, &e. 

Sir,—I have for the last ten days been giving a trial to Mr. Pennell’s mode of 
fastening the eyed-hook, and, I am sorry to say, with altogether unsatisfactory 
results: The knot remains firm generally as longas it is wet ; but the first time it 
dries it becomes loose, and the hook drops off. Such, at any rate, is my experience 
with fine gut. I can imagine, with gut of the size used very commonly out of 
Hampshire, that it fills the eye more and remains on longer. It seems to me that 
it is very little more trouble to pass the gut a second time through the eye, and then 
a single half-hitch of the end before cutting off, if the gut has been well soaked in 
the mouth, is sufficient; neither do I see any object in the piece of leather. The 
wings and legs of the fly are with the createst ease held out of the way by the finger 
and thumb in taking hold of the fly. 

In fastening off the end of the gut by the half-hitch the length of gut should be 
held in one hand, and the end which forms the hitch or knot drawn well down to 
the head of the fly—tI am, &c., F. R.C.8. 

P.S.—I trust that no one, just for the sake of bringing out something new, will 
follow the suggestion of your correspondent at p. 187 and make steel rods. In the 
first place, they must be either abominably heavy or else fearfully whippy ; in the 
second, they would get rusty ; and, thirdly, the owner might find himself in the 


same unpleasant fix that I did once in India when snipe-shooting in a paddy field, , 


anda heavy thunderstorm came on. I had to consider the moral question as to whether 
I should give my gun to a coolie who was with me to carry, or continue to run the risk 
of lightning myself. My conscience, however, triumphed, and I kept the gun in my 
own hands. Of course the fisherman could stick hisrod in the ground and leave it : 
but should he be induced by a good rise of fish to go on with his sport, he would 
undoubtedly run a considerable risk of becoming a lightning conductor, Hven a 
steel centre to a rod is most decidedly not an improvement. 


THE LEA AND THE FENCE MONTHS. 

Sir,—In reply to letters published in your last issue by “ Novice” and F. Malcome. 
The former says he does not agree with me in making Messrs. Day the sole scape- 
goats. I do not know so much of Bayley’s water as he does perhaps, or I might have 
included them in my last, and I make a rule of writing only what I know to be 
facts. In the first place, I think Messrs. Day’s excuse for allowing chub fishing to 
encourage the use of the fly a very lame one, as you see very few fly-fishing, except 
in the summer months. Only Monday last I was talking to a gentleman of my 
acquaintance, who told me he had been fishing this water on the Sunday, April 5th, 
1885 (I must be particular to dates for Mr. Malcome’s sake), and had four or five nice 
perch, but not with a fly. 

Now Mr. Day may have put some trout spawn in last year, but this is the first I 
have heard of it, and Iam pretty near on the spot. As for men taking fish under 
size, I have seen roach shown on Day’s bar ranging from 3in. or 4in. up to db. ; that 
does not look like putting the under-sized or smolts into their pocket and basketing 
the trout, which I have never seen caught there. The “Novice” also says if Mr. 
Howes will get up a special subscription to buy a few thousand young trout to put 
into this water, he would gladly subscribe. I think this a rather cool suggestion—to 
get anglers to subscribe to buy fry to put into water that they would have to pay to 
fish afterwards. If Mr. Howes gets up aspecial subscription at all, let me suggest that, 
instead of putting the fry into Messrs. Day’s water, put them into the Lea, where 
they will be Jooked after. As to the Clapton withdrawing their patronage, if they 
can get Messrs. Day to observe the fence months without this measure it would 
greatly improve the fishing ; but, of course, that remains withthem. It may be well 
stocked from the ‘‘ Novice’s” point of view, but I have not seen any very great shows 
come from it lately, and if it is stocked well now, how long will it remain so, when, 
as this correspondent allows, it is heavily fished during the season? But as I say, it 
is heavily fished all the year round, from year’s end to year’s end, and I am in a 
position to prove what I say. In reply to Mr. Malcome, I notice in his most sarcastic 
letter that he has turned my last to his own account with regard to roach being 
fenced too early. For Mr.Malcome’s special information, I might inform him that 
I am not an angler who thinks roach are fenced too early. My reasons for thinking 
as I do are that early in February I caught roach that were full of spawn then, and 
the majority of Lea roach that came into our club in that month were in a like con- 
dition ; therefore I do not think they are in a fit condition to be fished for after 
March 15th. Mr. Malcome may be a great Lea roach angler, and may have a great 
deal more experience of roach than your humble servant; but still opinions differ, 
although Mr. Malcome says that his letter shows, &c., which must be a great 
authority, and I think the majority of opinions are on my side. As for the river 
being full of weed, &c., there are inconveniences to put up with in all kinds of 
fishing wherever you go. 

In respect to Mr. Ghurney interviewing, in conjunction with Mr. Geen, the Lea 
Conservancy to get them to alter the close time for trout, I say very great credit is 
due to them for doing so, and «m not at all afraid of trout fishermen bagging un~ 
seasonable fish, Apologising for taking up so much of your valuable space,— 
Lam, &c., AN OBSERVER. 





LEA SUBSCRIPTION FISHERIES. 

S1r,—When I read in a recent issue a letter from “ Novice,” it struck me that 
the writer evidently might be fond of trout fishing, but not of bottom fishing in 
general, He seems to think that if Messrs. Day neglect to preserve during the fence 
months such fish as roach, perch, dace, &c., and, at “great inconvenience,” hatch 
trout to stock their water, they are justified in allowing bottom-fishing in general 
to take place. 

lt strikes me that the great inconvenience might be dispensed with by the firm 
strictly adhering to the law of the fence months. 

If “Novice ” will allow me to point out the facts of the matter, I will endeavour, 
to the utmost of my ability, to instruct him. 

Thus, here we have a fishery (heavily fished all the year around), for which you 
must pay 1s. perday,and when you do fish it you do not try to catch trout, unless 
you are let into the secret that there are “lusty trout” there, but fish for perch, 
roach, &c. ; and even the “Novice” agrees with “ Observer ” that poaching does take 
place, without any steps being taken to prevent it. 

I think the best thing would be for anglers fishing here to protest against the 
ls. per day subscription, when it is so palpable that their interests, or love of sport, 
are neither regarded-nor studied ; and if a good number did so protest, Messrs. Day 
would see that, in preventing poaching and the taking of undersized fish, they were 
simply furthering their interest. 

The “ great inconvenience” which the firm seem to complain of, or think is an 
extenuating cause in their defence, seems to me to be very irritating. Most people 
in their position, or gentlemen trying to hatch trout, would not, in their triumphant 
feelings of seeing their efforts a success, feel that the great inconvenience was worth 
mentioning, and I am positive that out of one hundred fishermen at the Ferry 
Boat, ninety-nine do not know of these trout; and I think it would be a good thing 
if when Messrs, Day, in return for a shilling, give a man the right to fish, they should 
tell him the wonderful intelligence that, in the event of his not catching a chub 
with a fly after their encouragement to do so, he ought to try and catch a lusty trout. 

Seeing how things are there, the idea of ‘ Novice’s”” wishing, by a general sub- 
scription, to better things is, I think, insulting to Messrs. Day, whom he defends. 
Does “ Novice” wish to imply that Messrs, Day would allow the fishermen who fish 
their water to pay for the stocking of the water, and then charge them for catching 
the very fish they supplied them ? 

“No, “ Novice” ; I think you would be wrong to start such a motion. Try and 
think of the poor fisherman who, working hard all the week, goes down and pays 
the regular subscription, and think how such a man would like your idea? He 
would think naturally that of his shilling a fair portion ought to be considered as 
paying for the preservation of the water ; and so do I, and so do many others. 

Apologising for trespassing on your space, but wishing to protest against neglect- 
ing the fish already in the Ferry Boat fishery to hatch fish that it is all an experi- 
ment whether they flourish or not,—I am, &e., E. EASTMENT. 





HOW TO PASS THE TIME AWAY DURING THE FENCE MONTHS. 

S1r,—Instead of grumbling, anglers ought to be thankful to know that they can 
now find time to run into the country and find out fresh places. I would advise all 
to take a long roach rod, line, and plummet (do not have a hook about you), also 
take a rule and pocket-book, go to a fresh place each time and find out new swims, 
plumb them, and note the depth, size of the swim, and be sure to allow for the sum- 
mer and winter seasons. By this means a lotof valuable time might besaved, You 
will agree, Sir, many days are wasted through not knowing your water, The 
privilege tickets will be granted, of course ; you are going out for angling purposes 
undoubtedly. 

What, next to angling, can be better than walking miles by the side of the 
beautiful rivers, and noting all these particulars for the coming season? I would 
advise going to the most distant station and walking down stream, so timing it that 
you can walk comfortably into a station nearer home. I am afraid, Sir, there are 
too many anglers who do not take that amount of interest in the welfare of the 
sport as they should do; they are content to sit at home and grumble, while others 
work for them. I have had many years in their service, as you know, and therefore 
can speak with some authority,—I am, &c., MULTUM IN PARvo, 
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LARGE PERCH. 

Srr,—When I was over at Staines, on Monday last, I called at the Swan Hotel, on 
the Surrey side of the river, to see “the only J ones,” the inyentor of the angler’s 
gauge—and a clever invention it is. I met there Mr. A, H. Hammond Spencer, with 
his yeteran fisherman, Thomas Fletcher, with whom he had this season taken five 
Thames trout ; two, being under 21b., he had put back in the river again. The con- 
versation turned upon large perch, when Fletcher informed me he had taken one of 
43]b,, and there wasian account of itin his diary. He very kindly fetched me the book 
to look at, which was most neatly kept and quite in character, so proverbial of him. 
Tt was in the diary of 1834, and on the 21st of November there is this record: that 
fishing for one day with Capt. Heaviside opposite the Hedge’s Wharf, that gentle- 
man, who appears to have been a great patron of his, caught 48 fine perch, the largest 
weighing 431b., measuring 154in.in length, and 12in. round the girth, I believe 
Fletcher has the fish, which was set up, but with age it has nearly gone to decay. It 
is useful to learn the particulars of so large a perch upon such undoubted testimony. 
T was under the impression that the one at Sunbury of 41b., taken by a gentleman 
fishing with one of the Strouds, was the largest perch caught in the Thames that 
could be well authenticated.—I am, &c., B. 


KELTS, OR FRESH-RUN BULL TROUT. 

Srr,—In answer to “Fair Play’s” letter on this subject, I beg to state that some 
of the fish taken were undoubtedly fresh-run, as two fish taken in one day by Mr. 
Leighton, a well-known angler here, were full of spawn. ’ Fresh-run fish were seen 
going over the Weldon Caulds in January, and as the fishing opens on Feb. 2nd, the 
£5 note would have been very acceptable if successfnl anglers had only known of 
the offer in time. 

Your correspondent alludes to the slaughteriof trout in the Tweed ; but he forgets 
to say that, as the Tweed is chiefly famous as a salmon river, common trout are 
looked upon as a nuisance by the proprietors of fisheries from their ravages amongst 
the salmon spawn and fry, and they would not care if trout were exterminated. Nor 
does he state that all kelts of the sea-trout species caught by rod and line in Tweed 
and its tributaries from Ist Feb. to 30th Nov. are the property of the angler. The 
same rule thus applies to Tweed and Coquet, and we should like to meet the angler 
who, after a half-hour’s run down through a long stream when good trout were 
taking fly, had the generosity to return to the river a “ weel-mended kelt” he had 
landed. Now, Coquet is chiefly famous as a trouting stream, and many anglers would 
be glad if bull trout were cleared of it, as they not only destroy the young trout, but 
also drive the good trout off the best feeding ground. I know nothing of the con- 
dition of kelts taken higher up or lower down ; but the majority taken in Weldon 
water have been very fine indeed, and anglers have been highly satisfied with their 
sport—and sport is the first thing with the angler, and he is not very particular 
about the flayour of a fish if he has only had a big tussle with him. But on this 
point I beg to inform “ Fair Play ” that these kelts have been pronounced excellent 
eating ; but even if they were not, I might ask him what Southern anglers do with 
all the barbel, chub, bream, and tench they kill? But “Fair Play” kindly answers 
his own question, for he informs us that the kelts are taken to Acklington station. 
Now, as thereis no dunghill there, the inference is that they are sent as presents 
to friends, or sold to the public. 

The immense shoals of fish to be seen in all parts of the river from Rothbury to 
the sea in autumn and winter prove that itis much over-stocked with these fish, and 
the slaughter complained of is a decided benefit to the river. “Fair Play” seems 
rather sore from some reason or other, and writes as an injured person ; but if he 
will come to Coquet and furnish himself with a proper ticket, like a gentleman, he 
will get “ fair play,” and find that the fishermen here know the courtesies of angling, 
and he will get a stream, at least, to himself, and not find another man come and 
take up his position in the same stream a few yards above ; and the worst luck we 
wish him is to have an exciting run “with ‘a big kelt, and after he lands him he can 
please himself as to what he does with him,—I am, &ce., 

Weldon Bridge Inn. 


THE AMBERLEY AND PULBOROUGH EXCURSIONS. 

Str,—Will you kindly permit me to express a few words in.the defence of the 
Amberley and Pulborough excursions? Much has been written in your popular 
journal upon the matter, yet I feel confident the Railway Company must be blind to 
the number of people (not anglers) who availed themselves of the “‘ capital chance” 
to have a day’s enjoyment. Surely the loss of these must make some marked 
difference in their yearly receipts. Could they not manage to give the excursionists 
the benefit of the excursion ticket to Amberley and Pulborough, and let the anglers 
have the benefit of the other stations on the line, and the three days’ extension of 
their tickets ? 

As one of the deputation, I cannot agree with the withdrawal of the Sunday 
excursions. The great majority of those who went would have been unable to go 
any other day than Sunday, their employment engaging the other six days of the week. 
As to the future, I feel confident that but very few will pay 5s. 8d.,and the Company 
must find themselves at a loss unless the excursion is renewed. 

One word about the class who used the tickets. I have travelled Sunday after 
Sunday with the excursionists (and the anglers), and always found them members of 
the respectable portion of society, and I am confident the people of Amberley would 
express the same sentiment. In conclusion, let me add that I believe the whole of the 
London anglers are sorry this misfortune has fallen upon them, and they would view 
with pleasure the renewal of the excursion—to them really a boon—and what some 
mismanagement has deprived them of,-—I am, &c., 

CHARLES ELLIOTT, Cavendish Anglers, 


TAKING GRAVEL OUT OF THE ITCHEN. 

Srr,—I see some mention in your last number to the effect that gravel is being 
taken wholesale—very much so—out of the Itchen. 

Unfortunately it is too true ; but at present they are excavating at the tail end of 
Chalkley’s water, and so it is less a nuisance to fisherman than it was a few seasons back, 
when the gravel-diggers used to drag their beastly boat over every rising fish right 
up to the College bathing-place, or up some of the sidestreams. But this isa digres- 
sion. What I wished to point out was this ; that Corporations have the privilege of 
taking gravel, &c., out of any river they care to, and as none of the Winchester 
Council have an atom of sympathy in their parchment hearts, I think that any 
hubbub made about it in that direction would only result in a bad egg.—I am, &c., 

DARK OLIVE. 





FREDERICK BRowN, 











“FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT, 1878.” 

Srr,—At the beginning of the close time during the last five years I have given 
the Markets Committee here written notice of its advent, and asked them to give 
their Market officers instructions to prohibit the buying and selling of the fish 
protected by the Act during the prescribed period. I suppose my letters have been 
simply laid on, or more likely underneath, the table and thus disposed of, as the sale 
of freshwater non-migratory fish, such as pike, bream, perch, and roach, has gone on 
uninterruptedly during the whole three months, This year I went further, and 
communicated with the Home Office on the subject. Mr. C. E. Fryer replied to this, 
informing me that he had no power to put the Markets Committee in motion, but 
that he would write them with a copy of my letter. This brought a reply from our 
Town Clerk, who states that the fish complained of came from one of the Irish tidal 
lakes, and were exempt from the penal claseus of the above Act, and that he could not 
therefore interfere. 

Will you, Mr. Editor, kindly say if this contention is correct, for I have always 
understood that no matter where these fish were caught in the United Kingdom, they 
must not be bought, sold, offered for sale, or had in possession forsale? The fish that 
have been exposed for sale in our Market, especially perch, have for the past fort- 
night presented’a sickening appearance, being almost bursting with spawn.—Ilam, ke., 

Liverpool, April 22, Rp, Woo.Fa.h, 


THE BENEVOLENT FUND FOR POOR ANGLERS. 

Str,—I beg to inclose my cheque for a guinea in aid of ‘ The Benevolent Fund for 
Poor Anglers,” which you are so generously and unselfishly exerting yourself to 
establish. At the same time, I think it only right to inform you that any future 
subscriptions I may desire to give you will depend upon whether the large mass of the 
anglers come forward to help you in this philanthropic and patriotic endeavour you 
are making in their behalf. Unless they do this you will fail. My reasons for stating 
this condition and opinion I will presently explain. 

If the remarks I am about to make sound harsh, and are unwelcome to those who 
read them, I must ask them to bear with me until they have calmly considered 
whether the opinions I have formed of the modern angler are erroneous or no. If I 
have formed a wrong estimate (which I shall be only too glad to learn that I have), 
and that I have misjudged the character of the British angler, I shall at once be 
prepared to acknowledge my error when I find that it has not been for the want of 
will that the anglers themselves are incapable of helping their poorer brothers, but 
the means by which they could effectively do so, 

I must here be allowed to observe that I have arrived at a time of life when 
opinions are formed, if they ever are to be. I may mention that in my younger days 
I was charmed with Izaak Walton’s “ Book of Angling.” I imbibed the feeling that 
all anglers were more or less of a superior benevolent character, and that in them 
existed the nearest approach to a perfect man. These feelings took possession of me 
for years, and remained a belief in my mind. They were kept alive by an observa- 
tion that I frequently heard : ‘Oh! he is a good angler, and must be a first-rate 
fellow.” How much Izaak Walton is answerable for this opinion I leave to those 
who are familiar with his book to decide. 

The assertion that Izaak Walton makez, that “angling is the contemplative man’s 
recreation,” is quite enough to explain the good character he believed belonged to 
those who indulge in it. 

Allow me to ask, Does the club angler of the present day come under this discrip- 
tion? and whether it is the charm that his pursuit affords him of indulging in 
contemplative thought that induces so many thousands to become anglers? Iam 
not; desirous of wounding the feelings or susceptibilities of anyone ; but my 
experience of the prevailing influence, or instinct, that actuates so many (not all) 
is to obtain prizes, or to obtain praise for the successful prosecution of their art. It 
must be admitted that these are not the feelings belonging to a contemplative man 
described by Izaak Walton. That there are numbers who belong to his beau-ideal of 
an angler I am prepared to admit, as [have known many during my life. Nor do 
I doubt for a moment that many such are to be found in the various clubs existing 
throughout the country. Let us imagine one of the latter indulging in his favourite 
pastime on the banks of a river. His thoughts would most naturally flow into an 
unselfish channel when it occurred to him how much more fortunate he was than 
many whom he knew, who, from poverty or ill health, were debarred from enjoying 
themselves as he was doing, and, most probably, a sigh would be uttered. Such 
thoughts would be likely to lead toa mental inquiry how he could benefit those 
friends not so fortunate as himself. He would feel the difficulty to answer this, 
however great his inclination, and with the strongest desire to accomplish it. But 
if so good a man, with such tender and benevolent feelings and thoughts, be told, 
“ You can do much, if you set to work in the right way, to help your less fortunate 
brethren : if you resolve to take a pint of beer less in the week, and limit your 
tobacco, the money saved by this might amount to sixpence a month, which you 
might agree to pay to the secretary of your club. An example of this kind would 
induce numbers of others to follow in your footsteps, when they found a door was 
opened 'to enable them to exercise their charitable feelings at so trifling a cost.” 

Now, to show the importance of this suggestion, let us just make a calculation of 
what might result if it were carried out. Itis said that there are 10,000 anglers 
belonging to the various clubs in the country and London. Let us suppose that only 
one half, 5,000, adopted this plan of paying 6d. a month. The amount sounds 
startling ;it would be £1,500 per annum! There would be a fund to draw on for 
the relief of the widows and fatherless and the distressed. I can fancy the pride a 
secretary would feel when he was able to hand over to the treasurer of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Club the savings and subscriptions of his members. He would feel 
much more pleasure in performing this act than in announcing the heavy weight of 
a trout or jack, or the pounds weight of other fish that had been caught, although 
I do not undervalue such a recital. 

Then, again, what a stimulus it would prove to Mr. Marston to persevere with his good 
work! I have thus hastily sketched out what might be done if there existed the wil/ 
to do it ; but I must confess that unless you get help from those ‘‘ who should help 
themselves,” you must not expect to realise but a minimum of subscriptions. 

In the onset of your efforts to raise a fund, many gentlemen will subscribe to it 
from personal regard to yourself ; but when, in many instances, once they haye done 
so, they will consider they have done enough, and not repeat their contributions.— 
Tam, &e., P. Hoop, M.D. 

Treasurer of the Fisheries Preservation Association. oe 


RIVER EDEN, CUMBERLAND. ‘eo 

Srr,—In your issue of the 18th the grumble of trout fishermen is taken up by 
“ Silver Grey,” who writes that he has recommended some of them to rub their 
hooks with “oil of come-along,” &c. The same kind of report, if I mistake not, was 
issued the previous week. 

I have been having a three weeks’ holiday, and, being in bad condition, made short 
days—out at eleven and done generally by 4.30. My diary, however, shows that I 
have had fair fishing, thanks to the kind friends who always place the river at my 
service :— 


April. Number of trout. Weight. April. Number of trout. Weight. 

4 30 8lb. 13 39 1241b. © 
6 22 6b. 15 15 331b. 
7 25 8lb. 16 15 5lb. 
8 4] 1231b. 17 16 lb. 
9 27 84i1b, 18 (2 hoursonly) 6 2b. 

10 13 5lb. 19 16 4lb. 

11 29 101b. 21 12 4lb. 


The above takes were all with fly, and above and below Kirkoswald, The latter 
part of the time not only was the river low, but sun bright all day, and trout notat 
all “on the job.” All things considered, I am not at all inclined to grumble, but 
rather to thank, and to thank heartily, those who so generously placed their water 
at my disposal.—I am, &c., H, M. Top. 

23rd April. 


NOT THE MATERIAL, BUT THE MAKE OF THE ROD THE 
IMPORTANT THING. 


Srr,—There has been so much said in favour of cane-built trout-rods, and now I 
see steel rods advocated, that I feel tempted to say a few words from another point 
of view. In my opinion, it is of no consequence what materials the rod is made of, 
so long as it is light, properly proportioned, and stiff. These qualities can be combined 
in plain wood just as well as in cane slips, and at much less expense. What is really 
needed is that the angler should know what he wants, and should see that he gets it. 
The desire of constant change, although a good thing for the tackle-maker, is 
ruination to the purse of the angler. , 

A stiff rod will not be so nice to handle in the shop as a whippy one, but the 
former will be found by far the best implement at the river side. 

I see “Screw Joint”? commends steel reels; but I cannot see what possible 
advantage reels made of this material could haye over the. beautifully-light 
composition reels now sold and generally used.—I am, &c,, HENRY BRIGHOUSE, 

Ormskirk, April. 18 

[Mr, Brighouse has hit the nail plump on the head,—ED. ] 
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THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 


Str,—I am very sorry to see such an outcry in your valuable paper about my 
catching a fish. Those people show gross ignorance of our position as professional 
fishermen. Tor my part, it is not the profit of the thing, but simple love, and am 
willing to do my best for anglers, and have always done so. Those people that 
complain so loudly have no excuse whatever; they know, by this time, where to 
find a fellow, and if they don’t want to fish, they might hold their peace. For my 
part—and I cansay truthfully—I have taken every opportunity to ask anglers to have 
a shy at the trout, and with oneexception the answer has alwaysbeen in the negative. 
Says one of your correspondents, “Write to customers—write to clubs.” The very 
one that proposes the above I have written to twice to say barbel biting, and was 
not even answered; and when we do write, it is impossible to guarantee there shall 
be sport. I have many patrons during the course of the fishing season, and I should 
think it out of place entirely if I were to pester them with post-cards and letters 
when I know they don’t care for it. Poor professional! he is always looking for 
what never comes.—I am, &c., G. LUMSDEN, 


A PLEA FOR THE WATER-OUSEL. 


Srr,—Although I agree with the general purport of your remarks about the 
water-ousel and its habits, yet I had occasion last spring to alter somewhat my 
opinion about its food. I was fishing in a little beck which runs down from the 
moors, and distinctly saw a water-ousel bring a small fish, like a yearling trout, to 
its nest in the opposite bank. The bird darted round a curve within a few yards of 
me, so that I could not make a mistake. 

As this is the only occasion on which I have observed such a thing, I should like 
to know if anyone else has seen the water-ousel with fish /—I am, &c., 

A Constant READER, 





TOO EARLY FISHING. 


S1r,—I have never fished the Itchen, and cannot see what that river in particular 
has to do with the question under discussion. While admitting that certain rivers 
should not be fished until April, I contend that it is quite permissible to fish others 
in February, and that fishing in the latter month is not “too early” in some parts 
ef England. 

I should not have troubled you on this question if there had not been a notice- 
able disposition on the part of some correspondents to condemn all February 
fishing. 

With regard to the “ ugly terms” ‘“ Winchester” objects to, I certainly did not 
think they would be considered “ugly,” and regret that ‘‘ Winchester” should see 
them in that light.—I am, &c., PARADOX, 

Leeds. 





TESTIMONIAL TO “ PIXIE.” 

SiR,—Several members and friends of the Rodney Piscatorial Society are desirous 
of presenting a testimonial to Mr. J. Hotham (better known through the columns 
of the FISHING GAZETTE as ‘ Pixie”) as a mark of respect for his past services. 
Should any member or friend of kindred societies wish to subscribe towards the 
same, they are respectfully informed that contributions will be thankfully received 
and acknowledged by the undermentioned gentlemen :— 

Mr. G. King, The Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth ; J. Roach, the Golden Barbel, 
York Minster, Foley-street, Portland-road, W.—I am, &c., 

H, W. FLOWER, 
Secretary “ Pixie” Testimonial. 

[We shall be glad to subscribe to this testimonial, as we consider it is well 
deserved.—ED. ] 





WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

Sir,—I paid another visit to the above recently. L. G., of Putney, had a carp 
about 4tb. weight—a beauty ; anda few small bream and eels were taken. It was a 
grand and glorious day, and it may be owing to this circumstance that a number of 
eels could be seen in various parts of the lake, close to the surface, “ scutting ” along 
in the most alarming manner like so many water-snakes ; in fact, whilst I was there, 
one of the sharp-nosed eels (which I am given to understandis the male of the 
smallest of the big-headed, brvad-nosed, black eels of this water*) came so close to 
the side that it was taken ina landing-net. 

The water was like a sheet of glass, and the sun went down like a globe of fire. 
Lsaw just one swallow.—I am, &c., M. A, 


WESTWARD HO! TO MICHIGAN. 

S1r,—Probably a great many of your readers have passed, or will pass, out doors, 
on their way Westward’in pursuit of pleasure, or on business; and if they knew 
how close to their line of travel the finest fishing grounds of this country lay, we 
might see.many a British disciple of “ Oid Izaak.” 

Yrom Pelican. some 65 miles 8. by E. of us, to Montreal River, about 45 miles W., 
covering a broad belt of country lying along the dividing line of the States of 
Wisconsin and Michigan, there are countless lakes, varying in length from a few 
hundred yards to twenty miles. Many are connected, as in the Eagle system ; others 
isolated, some with no visible inlet or outlet, most of them charmingly beautiful, 
with sandy beaches, or hilly, wooded shores—spots where a true lover of nature could 
linger for a season, and then leave them only regretfully—and abounding in fish. 
The outflow of some of these Jakes is southwards, forming the head waters of the 
Wisconsin Rivers; of others, the Ontonagon Presque Isle, Montreal and Black, 
northward, reaching Lake Superior. 

Trout are only found in the lakes and rivers emptying north into Lake Superior. 
In the other lakes and rivers, Bass, Mascalonge, Pickerel, Mackinaw trout, and many 
other kinds of fish are found in abundance. I know of one bass having been caught 
here weighing over 71b.—this was a “ black” ; I have caught several “scant,” six- 
pounders; but I do get many “fivers,’ generally while trolling from my boat 
when sailing very fast, and witha heavy sinker. I have caught bass of the latter 
weight, when the wind was blowing such a stiff breeze that J could not drop the 
helm to take in my fish for several minutes. We have also the green bass, a more 
beautiful fish to look upon, and to my idea of sport, a better fish to hook. I work 
for them among the lily pads with a 4# Skinner spoon, or after rains, at the mouths 
of little rivulets, generally with a fly, the Scarlet Ibis proving the best in my last 
season's experience here. 

For a “‘rustler,”’ the mascalonge stands well, his size and weight being such that 
it’s all strictly business from the time of striking to killing. 13lb. to 15lb. is small 
weight for them ; 201b. to 26lb. are frequently caught. 80lb. is the weight of the 
heayiest fish heard of ; but losses are frequent in mascalonge fishing—broken hooks, 
snapped lines, and carrying away of the entire rig ; all these mishaps are of frequent 
occurrence, and for days nota single fish can be found, which is rarely the case in 
bass fishing. Pickerel are plentiful; but, as they generally give up quickly, they do 
not rate with either of the first-named fish. I believe the best day’s work on this 
lake, to my knowledge, showed 130 black bass, with two trolling lines, in May last ; 
60 to 90 catches were of common occurrence. No very small bass seem to exist in 
this lake, the average weight of the little Rock bass being nearly llb. Brook trout 
weighing up to 4lb. are frequently caught, and carly in the season occasionally 
taken when trolling for bass. ‘This Jake is only a sample of the others, many of the 
more remote ones being fairly alive with fish. Untilrecently, this section of country 
was known only to trappers, lambermen, Indians, and a few others; a thousand 
lakes have never seen the shadow of fly or spoon; but now, with two lines of rail- 
road opening it up, sportsmen are seeking it in considerable numbers. 

The Milwaukee Lake Shore and Western Railway runs along the centre of this 





es 


* T doubt this ; for are not the broad-nosed and sharp-nosed eels two distinct 
species—quite as distinct as the conger and migratory sea eels? 





collection of lakes. It is rapidly reaching its terminal point, Ashland on Lake 
Superior, near which point it will connect with the Northern Pacific system. At 
about the distance of 40 to 60 miles this side of Ashland, it passes through the 
Penokee and Gogebie Iron.ranges, and right in here lie the trout streams, -although 
as far down as Watersmeet station, plenty of trout may be found. Let‘any of your 
readers, who may be on a journey Westward, stop off at Eagle River, for mascalonga 
and pickerel, at Watersmeet ; the branches of the Ontonagon and Presque Isle. for 
brook trout, and this lake and its feeders for bass and trout ; and myword for it, they'll 
get enough to satisfy them. The greater portion of our American fishermen can 
hardly spare more than a day or two, when on a fishing trip ; consequently, they 
come, fish, and go, in a hurry, and see but little real enjoyment when making a trip 
here ; but a vast deal of real pleasure awaits anyone who will come to enjoy all of the 
good things, in a sensible manner. 

More conveniences and comforts are offered the sporting fraternity, than a new 
country might be expected to afford, I have occupied too much of your space to go 
into details of game, timber, minerals, land, &c. ; but will answer any special inquiries 
from your readers, or send on application a little descriptive pamphlet. recently 
issued by a company here. I came here on a visit in last May, and was so pleased 
with the country and sport, that I brought my family up, and camped out, until 
the first snow fell, when we went into winter quarters. The winter, rather a lone 
one, has been glorious : we are only waiting for the ice to break to commence again 
on the bass.—I am, Kc., PIONEER, 

Lake Agogebie, Ontonagon Co., Michigan, U.S.A. 





: RAILWAY PRIVILEGES. 
Srr,—I herewith forward copy of letter from the Great Eastern Railway Company. 
—Iam, &e., R. GHURNEY, Secretary, 


“Great Hastern Railway, Office of Superintendent of the Line, 
“ Liverpool-street Station, London, E.C., 28th April, 1885. 

“ DEAR S1r,—I have the pleasure to inform you that it has been decided com- 
mencing at once to issue anglers’ tickets to Chelmsford, Hatfield, Peverel, Maldon, 
and Kelvedon to members of the Anglers’ Association.—I am, yours truly, 

“Pro. JAS. ROBERTSON, 
“J. CRAWFORD, 
“Mr, Ghurney, Anglers’ Association, 10, Baches-street, Hoxton, N.” 


SS 





SINKING OF PunTS AT WALTON.—The ceremony of sinking a couple of punts, 
which had-been liberally presented to the Thames Angling Preservation Society by 
Mr. Alfred Mackrell, one of its members, took place on Monday afternoon last, under 
very favourable circumstances, both as regards the height of the water and the 
beautifully sunny weather. The hour originally fixed upon was three o'clock, but 
owing to the circumstance of Mr. Thomas Spreckley haying to attend a meeting of 


‘the National Fish Culture Association, it was changed to four o’clock, and then, 


owing to a disappointment in the trains, he was unable to realise his wishes, which 
none regretted more than himself. It was therefore left to Mr. Alfred Mackrell and 
Mr. W. H. Brougham. ‘The process is of a somewhat interesting character. Hach 
punt had to be brought up to the selected spot and placed in proper position, then 
the throwing-in of large stones until the punt gradually lowered, when, like “the 
last straw that broke the camel’s back,” it quickly and satisfactorily dropped down 
to its resting place. The previous arrangements for this work were all made by Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, and the praiseworthy example of Mr. Mackrell is worthy of 
imitation, as he unselfishly selected spots that would suit the general angler, and, as 
he remarked, in sinking the last one near to Sunbury Weir, “ I do not think this is a 
place I should fish more than once or twice in the season.” Mr. Alfred Mackrell, 
who is well-known as not only a skilful, but a scientific angler, is proving himself a 
liberal and worthy supporter of the Thames Angling Preservation Society.—B. 


LAND-LOCKED SALMON AND TROUT FOR THE THAMEs.—The turning in of the 
youngsters into the nursery at Sunbury from the troughs of the National Fish 
Culture Association at South Kensington, which had to be postponed on account of 
the salmon fry not. being sufficiently forward, will take place on Wednesday next at 
three o'clock precisely. The stream is situated close to Sunbury Lock, and as the 
river is some distance from the railway station, and the crossing over to the nursery, 
intending visitors should come by the 1.5 train from Waterloo (Windsor line) 
changing at Twickenham for Sunbury. In the days of those pioneers of fish culture 
for the Thames, the late Frank Buckland and Stephen Ponder, these occasions were 
conducted with some ceremony, and there used to be a good attendance of visitors 
and members of the Press. There can be no doubt that Mr. Spreckley, who has the 
supreme care of the Sunbury Nursery, will be pleased to see a goodly muster of 
those interested in the work on this occasion.—B. 


A New Moror.—On Tuesday afternoon a self-propelling motor of most ingenious 
design was tested ina small boat on the lake at Hendon. The invention of M. 
Etéve, of Paris, this new engine has been patented in all countries. The novelty of 
the motor consists of its needing neither fire, water, nor gas, and while it is some- 
what similar to the ordinary steam-engine, it is of even more simple and economical 
construction than a gas engine. While it can be used for both locomotive and 
stationary purposes, it is free from all the objectionable features of the steam- 
engine, and can be used where. it is impossible to procure a supply of gas, conse- 
quently, the drawbacks attaching to. gas-engines are also entirely absent. The 
power by which the motor is actuated is derived from hydro-carburetted air, 
generated by the machine itself from common mineral oil. . From a little tank 
placed under one of the seats ofthe boats, the oil is conveyed in small jets to the 
cylinder, where it is fired automatically by a small battery. The experiments on 
Tuesday week were conducted by the Self-propelling Motor Company (Limited), and 
the tests, although of a very preliminary character, were admitted by a number 
of scientific and engineering gentlemen present to be very satisfactory, and to 
demonstrate the possibility of the principle of the invention being app lied to yachts, 
launches, barges, pumping apparatus, fire-engines, torpedo boats, tramway cars, 
dynamos for electric lighting, &c. It is intended in a few days to try one of these 
motors attached to a tricycle. 


THE highest point attained by fishes in Switzerland, according to M. V. Fatio, is 
that of the minnow, which ascends 7,900 feet above the sea level. With the excep- 
tion of the perch, which reaches 6,500 feet, and one or two others, 2,000feet is the 
limit of ascension. 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers 10 be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who‘advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improviig the paper. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Weak Stomach.—The wisest cannot enumerate one quarter of the distress- 
ing symptoms arising from imperfect or disordered digestion, all of which can be relieved by these 
admirable Pills. They remove cankery taste from the mouth, flatulency, and constipation, Hollo- 
way’s Pills rouse the stomach, liver, aud every other organ, thereby bringing digestion to that healthy 
tone which fully enables it to convert all we eat and drink to the nourishment of our bodies. Hence 
these Pills are the surest strengtheners and the safest restoratives in nervousness, wasting, and chronic 
debility. Holloway’s Pills are infallible remedies for impaired appetite. eructations, and a multitude 
of other disagreeable symptoms which render the lives of thousands miserable indeed, These Pills are 
approved by all classes, 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) 


212 SUPPLEMENT TO THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


May 2, 1885. 








All our GOods bear this 
Trade Mark, 





TACKLE" 


to Copy which 
is Forgery. 


INVENTORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


STEEL - CENTRED FLY - RODS, 
CENTRE FITTING REELS, 


AGE 16-PLAIT DOUSLE-DRESSED 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





Iondon, 1883. 


LINES. 





These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British_and American—of the day. We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling Editor 
of the Field), R. B. Marston (Editor FisHine GAzErTE), W. C. Harris (Editor American Angler), A. Nelson Cheney (“Fishing with the Fly”), J. P. Wheeldon 
Cate of Bell's Life), J. Harrington Keene (the “Practical Fisherman), &e., &c., &c. 


THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AGAINST INFERIOR IMITATIONS. 


NO ARTICLE WITHOUT THE ABOVE MARK IS GENUINE. 


London Agents—The CIVIL SERVICH STORES, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Provincial Correspondents will be supplied our nearest agent’s address, or will be supplied direct. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE. 








Lists and Samples of Lines free to any address, .« « 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. NF ALR Le OWre Comes 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRARD, London, W.C., 
New Patent @@@= eee Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


emer oes hag rad FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 


The“ PERFECT” 
Double Taper 
Landing - Solid Plaited 

Nets Silk Trout Fly 


(Very Light). == Line. 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKKXT, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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Folding 
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PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod."—IIsHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle, 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


se OS ee ee 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 
THOMAS H. GHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announwes that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, ke. &e, 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
yin ey ou descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooins, according to te club tariff, 

_his Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
yt Sa ace, pee ar behets of Po ee of Parliament, the new Law Courts, und all the principal 

leatres, 18 largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COT ONTAL FAMILIES. ; -: wah? 

ARRANGEMENTS OFTHIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Bre 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 2s. Gd. Te. and coffee at 8.80 o'clock Servant’s board, 6s Fisi 

a OCR, i voilee at 8.8 lock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors ean 
oxranae for ag ya eta ean 3 day. BA'THS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, on. Cold Bath in 

athroom, Ils, Hot Bath in Bathroon s. 6 ‘TRES.—Evening Fire, 1s sitting-re ‘ire, pe 
ate ok 1 pathroom, Is. 6d. FIRES.—Hvening Fire, 1s. Sitting-rcom Tire, per 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with erand Pi: spaci ining, Billiar. 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. : Ne ee ee te, ee 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, ‘French, German, and Italian spoken, 








st,from 8 toll o’clock. Table d’Hote 





J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finisheda light bronze 
colour, Which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 
tempered, 

Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market. 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson’s, Major Lraherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Hyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trort Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ”? Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 

Impiovea Waterproof Braided S:lk Linss, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “ Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “Pvatent”’ Regulating Reels—‘ Strike-from-the-Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Rouud Folding Wood Ring and Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. 

S eo che! ” Spriag Steel Collapsing Landiug Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
‘astening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner's ‘Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat BKasket.—‘ The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (‘ Patented’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 








(PATENT NO. 15,730) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). : 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 _ Putney. 

45 . Hammersmith, 

50 fe Barnes. 
Addins Bee EW A ey: 

75 * Richmond, 

80 53 Twickenham, 

85 i Teddington. 


Iixample :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, May 2 468 “He 3.40 Ac 06 3.58 
Sunday, “f : cee Aor 4.16 atic Hain 4.33 
Monday, 5 + se $0 4.49 oon we 5.5 

Tuesday, ~ 5 a50 aoe 5.23 500 nag d.44 
Wednesday, ,, 6 at Han 6.5 aes noe 6.28 
Thursday, 4 7 saf vs 6.53 aaa oes 7.20 
Friday, 4 8 400 7.49 ra ae 8.23 


May +, Royal Academy opens. 


eS Liver Reporters who want forms and enxelopes should send a post card to the 
pale Ok PI EE I le AA AE 2S a ee 


ee 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
plesk 2A ETE AEE I relent EE 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


THE TROUT. 

Whilst there is no question of doubt as to the great quantity of good trout in this 
portion of the river, there is a siackness in the attendance of anglers, although the 
appearance of the weather is favourable for operations. Some of the anglers have 
had extremely bad luck, and one of them, who has been persistently fishing for some 
days, was heard to exclaim: “I am satisfied there are plenty of trout in the river, 
and I confess I cannot understand why [ have not been able to secure a single fish.” 
He is a good angler, too, and in his time has taken as many trout as most people. 
Mr. Edward Lukyn, of Sunbury, has been very fortunate in the returns this week, 
and his fish are generally taken before going to his. professional duties in London. 
There are three nice trout placed to his credit, one of 541b.. another of 631b., and 
another of 831b.,and they were all taken between his house and the weir, thus verifying 
the statement of Mr. Alfred Stroud that he has seen no fewer than ten fine fish 
feeding in that portion of water. Itis not surprising he should remark : “ If cus- 
tomers will not come, it is enough to drive the fishermen to fish for the trout them- 
selves.” At Hampton Court William Milbourne is urging his clients to come and 
get some of the trout in that neighbourhood. There is only one fish come to grief in 
his district in the early part of this week. Mr. Gadesden, of Moulsey, fishing with 
Thomas Wheeler, has taken a trout of 6lb. There appears to be a nice lot of young 
trout in the pretty locality of Penton Hook, as numbers have been taken and put 
back again. Mr. Capes, fishing there this week, has taken one of 34lb. At Chertsey 
Mr. R. L. Pugh, who was so fortunate there two or three years ago, has had one day 
this week with Alfred Harris, and took a. couple of fish, one weighing 2#1b., which 
he retained, and the other 11b. 20z., which was carefully returned to the river again. 
We have now got into the beautiful month of May, and the river side is charming 
beyond description ; the trees are now decked in their new foliage, the sounds of the 
cuckoo are heard in all directions, and the notes of the nightingale are beginning to 
be tuned. Mr. H. Little, of Twickenham, fishing with Richard Coxon near the 
Twickenham Ferry, has taken a small trout of 2lb. 30z., and there is a large one 
feeding in the same place. Between Laleham and Chertsey, Mr, R. L. Pugh, fishing 
with Alfred Harris, caught a nice trout of 41b. 


ANGLING FROM THE WEIR HEADS. 

The Board of Thames Conservancy has appointed Monday, the 11th of May, to 
receive the deputation of representatives from the different preservation societies in 
reference to the suggestions which were made at the public meeting at the Holborn 
Restaurant om the 23rd of April. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The grand change in the weather for the better has greatly improved trout results 
and prospects. The wind during the past week has been coquetting between south 
and west ; but seems now definitely to have made up its light and airy mind to stick 
tosweet south. The temperature of the water has risen considerably, and so have the 
trout. Inmy last note I stated that I understood weir fishing was again permissible ; 
it seems, however, that the kindness is conditional on the payment of some ten 
shillings. Ishould advise anglers to fish from a punt moored below the weirs, and 
thus save the half soy., be able to disengage the tackle better when hung up, and also 
land the fish more safely when hooked. At Maple Durham a pretty trout of 23lb. 
has fallen to the rod of a Mr. Edwards. At Harley two fish have fallen to Marlow 
gentlemen. In the Hambleden and Henley waters trouting has been good 
since the favourable change in the weather, Messrs. Scott, Murray, Clarke, Askew, 
C. D. Johnson, ahd Graham all getting takeable fish. Neal fishing alone 
has had five fish, the largest going 8lb. Why will professional fishermen be so penny 
wise and pound foolish? At Cookham, on the 26th ult., Mr. Lemann, near Formosa 
Island, took a fish of 41b., perfect in shape and colour. In the Maidenhead waters 
Lord Ravensworth, out with Mr. H. Wilder, in one day caught a pretty trio of trout, 
scaling respectively 6{1b., 51b, and 3lb. Mr, Wheeldon, also in the same waters, on 
Saturday, took a nice-sized fish of 431b, but the tint was not couleur de rose. At Bray 
I hear of some five or six takeable fish being had, and of as many being returned. 
The Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Thames Angling Association (what a mouth- 
ful!) held its annual meeting and dinner at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead. This 
society has done much to secure sport for all comers, and it deserves to be liberally 
supported by all votaries ofthe gentle art. The committee of the association report 
that a great many of the London clubs have expressed satisfaction at the way in which 
the waters about Maidenhead have been stocked and preserved; but the said committee 
would with praise like to receivea substantial proof of such opinions in the shape of a 
good subscription to the funds, as there is not the least doubt the number of London 
anglers to waters so easily accessible increases year by year, but without any real 
recognition of the sport afforded them through the society’s exertions and outlay. 
At the dinner, Mr. Knight, of Henley, after returning thanks for some proposed 
toast, took advantage of such a large gathering of anglers to urge that a subscription 
should be started for the erection of a suitable memorial over the grave of the late 
Mr. Greville Fennell, and, in subsequently going round with a list, was able to 
obtain a large proportion of the required sum, ‘Thursday evening.—Wind and 
weather permitting, trout should now be had in galore at all the likely stations— 
suchas Windsor, Maidenhead, Cookham, Marlow, Hurley, and Hambleden.—MARLOW 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


Everything right for trout fishing, and a few anglers have had a good fair try, 
Mr. T. Skelton, of Datchet, being the only fortunate individual—a beauty of 61b., 
on the 26th ult. I was out with a patron yesterday, rose a good fish, and the dexterous 
fashion he took off the bait was a caution. I hope to have him to-morrow, for 
impudent trout go to Windsor Bridge. One patient fellow puts in fourteen hours a 
day athim. I saw him come to the surface this morning, open his mouth—what at 
Tcould not see—a flourish of his tail, and quite leisurely he went into the deep 
again,—G. LUMSDEN. et 

Thames (Goring). 

Water now in good order for trout-fishing ; could not be better. One trout has 
been taken here. There isa good trout here—I have seen him feeding ; he is about 
5lb. I hear of a good trout having been taken at Benson Loch of 8lb. All we want 
is someone to come and fish for them.—JOHN RusH. 


Thames (Reading). 

Capital sport has been had at Reading during the present Thames trouting season, 
in spite of the unfavourable weather. Among the items of which I have heard are 
the capture of 11 sizeable trout, and the return of a great number of 14in. and 15in. 
fish at the “Clappers’ Fork” by anglers whose names are not known. Four or five 
nice trout (largest 53lb.) have been had at the Kennet’s Mouth by a working man, 
and another working man has killed three in the same locality. Mr. Bright, of the 
Bull Inn, Sonning, has landed a fish of 431b.; and Mr. T. Caudwell, of Reading, one 
of 441b. The professional fishermen have been doing very well with patrons, the 
well-known Rush, of Reading, having landed nine trout, ranging in weight from 
31b. to 5lb., and returned an equal number of smaller fish ; and Moss, of Caversham, 
trout of 3lb. and 44lb. Two of the grayling placed in the Thames by the Reading 
and District Angling Association during 1883 and 1884 have been hooked and duly 
returned during the week, the largest being a fine male fish 20in, in length— 
A, C. B. 

Thames (Sonning). 

In spite of the very nice weather, we are still having no one down trying for the 
trout. There are several to be seen. Bright got one over 41b., and there have been 
a few taken up to 2lb. On the 19th ult. it was a sight to see the roach as you looked 
over the bridge. They were there by scores from 13lb. to 2lb. Once in the water 
I began to think there were none over 60z., as we could never get any larger. It 
shows there are some about. I also saw three jack over 4lb., several trout, and a 





shoal of perch, some over 3lb. I have not seen many chub this season yet; where 
we used to see them there is not one to be seen. <A friend tells me they are taking 
a lot of small trout out at Caversham Weir. It is a great pity —W. H. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Trout have been very much on the move this last week, especially at Windsor 
Bridge, Clewer Point, Athens, and Boyeney, but few have been taken of any size. 
At Datchet two or three have been had from 3lb. to 6lb., and a member of the 
Friendly Anglers, Mr. J. H. Clarbour, on the 26th ult., in the Boyeney waters, took 
no less than ten from about 11b. to 141b., with the exception of one just over 2lb. 
The best fish hooked estimated at from 51b, to 71b., unfortunately fouled a sunken 
block of concrete and broke away. I understand that all the fish were had with an 
“ Alexandra” fly dressed very large. Ata recent meeting of the Windsor and Eton 
Preservation Society, a vote of thanks was accorded Mr. W. Evans, jun., of Eton 
College, for his having recently turned into the river a quantity of Salmo fario 
hatched by him this spring. I saw the fish before being turned in, which were very 
healthy, and doubtless will do well, being at present in a small piece of water con- 
tiguous to the Windsor Weir stream, which forms quite a little nursery for them ; 
they have been seen since, and appear very lively and strong. The very simple con- 
struction of three wooden troughs, each 3ft. long by 18in. wide and the same depth, 
with from 8in. to 10in. of fine shingle, and ranged one after the other at a fall of 
about 18in., with a gentle flow of water passing from one to the other, has been all 
the apparatus used, with exception of small glass tube service-pipes. Trout-breeding 
(the cost of which on a small scale is very trifling) is undoubtedly one of the most 
innocent, amusing, and interesting pastimes possible, and getting every year more 
popular, Should any gentleman in the neighbourhood of Windsor care to follow up 
the splendid example set by Mr. Evans, and try next winter Salmo fontinalis 
ova, I will gladly give all the assistance in my power, believing that with very 
little expense the Thames is capable of being made, artificially, one of the finest 
trout rivers in the Kingdom.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 

[Salmo fontinalis will never do in the Thames,—BD. | 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

I was away from home last week ; hence my report did not appear. Thanks to 
the kindness of the Grassington Angling Club, I brought home on Friday last fifty- 
two very fine live grayling, and that without a single death. On Saturday and 
Monday we spawned most of them. I had a few hours trout-fishing on the lovely 
Wharfe on Thursday last, on the lower reaches of the Kilnsay length. The fish did 
not rise very freely, so I only got three brace of the regulation size. I caught best 
with the March Brown ; and Mr. Walter Nowell, of Netherside, with Snipe and 
Crimson, and March Brown.—THoMAS Forp. 


The Dove. 


Our river has been running very low and clear since my last, but sport has been 
good, the trout haying been well on the rise. The most destructive fly has been the 
April Olive, with upright wings. ‘The takes have averaged about five or six brace 
per rod, and I am glad to state that sport has been almost as good on the public as 
the private waters. I hear of two heavy trout having been killed in the Brailsford 
brook with the pearl minnow. Grayling have began rising to the trout-fisher’s flies, 
which gives abundant proof that they are well forward with spawning operations, 
We have had a greatly increased number of rods out on the river this week, and with 
a continuance of the present genial weather the cry will be“ Still they come.”—THE 


SPLODGER, 
Eden (Carlisi). 

In last week’s notes, I said there ought to be some good trout-fishing shortly. The 
next day, Friday, the 24th ult., my prediction was verified. Mr. Hough killed fifty, 
Mr. Hanson forty-six, Mr. W. Routledge twenty-three, and a gentleman staying at 
Wetheral, twenty-nine; all with the fly. Many less-experienced anglers had their 
dozen or more ; and were highly pleased. On the same day, Mr. Francis landed a 
12lb. salmon at Home Wrangle.. The heavy rain on Friday night brought the river 
down in flood on Saturday ; and some good baskets were killed, with worm. On 
Tuesday, it was a fine salmon-water ; and, the day being dark and cold, good sport 
was experienced. Ihave heard of the following :—Mr. James Steel killed two; J. 
Bird, four ; Mr. George Leach, two ; Mr. Falkner, one of 14lb.; and Stevenson, one 
of the Corby keepers, one. On Wednesday, Mr. Falkner had another fish of 16lb. ; 
Mr. Slater, one ; and Mr. Hesketh Hodgson, one. Day-fishing for salmon is about 
over, except in dull blustery weather ; but those who live near the river, and can 
spend an hour in the mornings and evenings, will kill a few fish during May. Sea- 
trout are beginning to show pretty freely —SiLVER GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 

During the past week the weather has improved, the wind having changed from due 
east to the south-south-east, with varying sunshine and light rains. Our local piscators 
have been out every day, and, with the improved conditions as regards weather, 
found it exceedingly pleasant down by the river-side. No flies, however, have made 
their appearance ; consequently, only a few trout have been caught. I hear of a 
good many so-called scalies having been captured in the tideway below Ruswarp. 
The question is, Are they scalies? It is rather late for scalies now ; and experienced 
anglers recognise the difference between a scaly anda salmonsmolt. It would bea 
sorry business, and certainly no sport worthy of the name, if others are taking 
smolt, and at the same time hugging to themselves the “flattering unction” that 
such fish are scalies.—J. J. J. 

eho Exe (Tiverton). : 

The river is now in good order, but will soon run downif no more rain. Trout 
are sporting fairly well. No exceptional baskets have been made. Flies that have 
taken best are Iron Blue, Half Stone, Green Tail, Alder Bud, and Blue Upright.— 


Wm. Muprorp, 


. Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 


Trout have not sported very well of late, nor have I heard of any big baskets. 
We have had within the past week some soaking days; but rain having come with 
a south wind, the rivers are still low. Corn Crake, Red Upright, Moor Palmer, and 
Alder Bud are now the favourite flies —CHaAas. W. NELDER, 


; Ilfracombe. a 

Sea Fishing : On Friday there were some fine codling and whiting caught off the 
Bull Point. On Saturday our harbour presented a very lively and animated 
appearance, about 40 boats belonging to St. Ives, having mackerel and other large 
fish on board, were driven in here through rough weather. The fish sold very readily 
at six and eight for a shilling, though afterwards they were sold sixteen for a 
shilling. The fish were extremely large, some of the mackerel weighing 2lb. each. 
Very few fish have been caught by boating parties this week, the weather being too 
unsettled for them to venture out.—E. COMER. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams, owing to the heavy fall of rain which has taken place in this 
district, are now both coloured and not in good fly-fishing order. There was no 
fishing done at the latter end of last week, the weather being so rough, and we did 
not hear of one angler venturing out. At the beginning of this week, the weather 
turning fine, a few anglers tried the worm, but there have been but few fish taken. 
The Lugg, near Kingsland, was fished on Monday, and a few trout were taken with 
the worm. In the Aymestry district, a gentleman tried the fly, but only landed two 
trout, as the fish would not rise. A gentleman fished the Arrow, near Ivington, and 
with the worm took a few very good trout ina short time. On Tuesday a gentle- 
man tried the Arrow, near Eardisland, and caught six very nice fish with the worm. 
In the Lugg, near to Ford’s Bridge, a few good-sized trout were taken the same day 
with the worm. Fishing in the Stanton quarter quiet. The Pinsley is now coloured, 
and not in good order for the fly. A few trout were taken on Tuesday with the red 
worm,—G WYNNE, 
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The Lodden. Pe 

The river now is in splendid condition, and trout are rising grandly, as also. are 
chub and dace. The two latter are quite a nuisance ; but as this water is strictly 
preserved for trout, the coarse fish are allowed to be taken during the close time. 
A gentleman fishing during a severe storm on Thursday last took three trout, two 
of 1lb. each and one of $1b., also three fine chub. Several others have been taken 
during the past few days, the largest of which weighed 33lb, The remains of a 
241b. trout I found on the river bank, comprising the head and short shoulders, also 
about six inches of the tail, showing every indication of having been taken by an 
otter, of which we have several about. ‘The flies used were large Red Palmer, 
Little’s Iron Blue, and Bumble Bee.—FRANK GOSDEN, 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

The river is very low, but most favourable for the spawning season. On Monday 
evening the local Preservation Society held a meeting at the Bull Hotel, when it 
was reported that Sir David L. Salomons, Bart., of Bromhill, had again presented the 
society with a consignment of* 12,000 coarse fish, consisting of roach, dace, and 
chub, which had been taken from an ornamental lake on his estate. These had 
been safely placed in the river near the Waterworks, and a special vote of thauks 
was given to Sir David. The otters are again a great nuisance in the river, and the 
water-bailiff has orders to spare no pains to destroy them.—YE MrpwAy WATER 
RAt, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The weather of the past few days has been glorious, and has brightened up the 
hopes of anglers wonderfully. They are now daily turning out in large numbers, 
and from various accounts that reach me, good sport has been had. A member of 
the angling society who has been out several evenings during the week has caught 
two or three fair trout, and Dr. McLeod has been extremely fortunate, having taken 
several fine fish. The largest one turned the scale at 1lb. 100z. A stranger fishing 
the English Bridge Ford on Wednesday was rewarded with a trout of 21b. and over, 
which was well worth the journey from home to catch, even if he caught nothing 
else, which I hope he did. te Ets visitsd Llanymynech on Wednesday, and took 
seven good trout, averaging quite 3lb. each. He also had in bis catch two 
small pike of about 2lb. each, and several rough fish. Dr. McLeod 
late last evening caught a nice trout of Ilb., and Mr. Craddock has been among the 
dace. He caught about a dozen very nice ones yesterday.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). 

A beautiful change has taken place since my last note—a jump, as it were, from 
midwinter into midsummer; but the ehange is none the less welcome. It has 
brought out many different kinds of winged insects, the granam most conspicuous. 
I know several good anglers have been out with the fly rod; but their takes have 
been very meagre indeed about our district. You may walk a quarter of a mile and 
not see a ripple on the water from a rising fish. A few anglers using the worm 
have done better. The rain we have had the last two or three days may wash out 
what our anglers declare to be nothing but snow water, from the colour of it. Our 
president has been out twice this season, and ran two splendid fish. The first took 
a grand leap for dear life, and dropping on the line, broke the hold, and was gone. 
The second, a fish of 51b., in splendid condition, was kept well in hand; he was fast 
tiring the fish, when he thought its movements somewhat erratic, and, to his morti- 
fication, found the fish had threaded the line backwards and forwards through the 
sprays of a sunken bough ; of course, the gut had to be broken ; the fish hanging 
by the bough soon recovered itself, and disappeared. As our president stood there, 
his rod on the ground, his arms akimbo, I thought I heard him whisper something 
like an anathema on all sunken boughs—I will not be sure. Several of ours have 
taken from the Stour two or three brace of trout per rod. This river is rather 
rapid, and if any bad water gets in from flood or other causes, it soon clears itself.— 


EK. EARP. 
Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream and all its tributaries have for some days been stained since the heavy 
rain, but are now getting clear, and it is expected that fishing will be in full swing 
again by the end of the week. The worm has been doing good execution during the 
first part of the week. The best flies are the Coachman and March Brown. The 
Plowden Association water has been visited this week; the late showers have 
greatly improved the fishing. On Monday there were five rods counted on the river ; 
the aggregate catch of fish being 26 brace. Another gentleman, on Thursday, fishing 
in the water, landed nine brace, scaling 4#1b. the lot. The trout of this part of the 
river average about 4oz. each; but it is not uncommon to see some half-pounders 
landed._S. LuDLow. 





Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream has altered since our last report, owing to the heavy downfall of rain 
which was had in this district at the latter end of last week, and the water is now 
coloured and not in very good fly-fishing order. Vishing this week has been quiet, 
though.a few fishermen have been out with the worm, and a few good-sized trout 
have been caught. On Monday morning a gentleman visited the water near to 
Berrington, and tried the March Brown, but met with little success, only landing 
two small trout; he afterwards tried the worm and took four very nice fish in a 
short time. In the water near Eastham a few yery good trout were landed by a 
gentleman with the worm. The weather being warm on. Tuesday, a gentleman 
visited the water near Little Hereford, and with the worm took six nice trout, 
averaging 6oz. each. A few trout have been landed near the Bridge with the worm 
this week. Fishing in the Rochford district quiet this week. The Rea, Kyre, and 
Ledwyche are all coloured, and notin good angling order. Little fishing done in 
them this week.—WORCESTER. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River in good order for fly-fishing. Two of our Torrington mei took sixty-four 
trout with the fly on Tuesday, and Mr. Bastard, the fisherman, took a splendid new 
fish of 8lb. yesterday in the free water near Torrington. We had a heavy flood on 
Saturday, and that brought up lots of Salmon. The weather yesterday and to-day 
is like summer.— PRACTICAL ANGLER, i 

Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 

Fishing has been well on again this week. The Rev. F. Besley caught some good 
fish on Monday. On Tuesday, J. Rush, Esy., of Wonford House, had excellent sport ; 
also two gentlemen with him, having caught 21 bracein a very short time ; but the 
rain setting in, they were obliged to discontinue the sport. The Rey. H. Barnesalso 
had a fair day’s fishing on Wednesday ; and on Thursday two gentlemen named 
Sanders, of Padstow, took 3} dozen in a very short time. To-day the water is in 
splendid order.—JOoHN BLAKE. : 


Trent (Shardlow and Willington Disirict). 


Owing to the beautiful weather which has prevailed during the last few days, it 
has caused a large number of anglers to be out, but sport has been only moderate. 
Mr. Wood succeeded in taking a nice salmon weighing 1541b., and Mr. Fleming one of 
2031b. at King’s Mills on Monday last, and Mr. J. Hibberd took a fine fish at Willing- 
ton on the the same day weighing 194lb. Mr. Capenhurst caught one at Shardlow 
on Wednesday weighing 22\lb. 'Thefish taken by Messrs. Wood and Hibbert were 
taken with Martin’s, of Derby, Excelsior hait.— SPINNING BArt. 


Waveney (Beccles). 
For the past three weeks everything has been in favour of the roach angler, and 


large catches of fine roach have been made. Time is now drawing very short, as the 
fishare now beginning their operations of spawing. Some, in fact, haye finished ; 
but this only occurs in certain reaches and up-river, All anglers “in the. true sense 
of the word” ought not to fish after the 9th of May. Some fine bream have been 
taken this year, and this branch of fishing increases as each springtime comes round. 
—A WAVENEY ANGLER. eae 
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Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

For the last fortnight nothing has transpired worth reporting ; in fact the month 
just departing has been on a par with the Aprils of the last five seasons, and this is 
the month that old veterans used to reckon one of the best in the year for fly- 
fishing ; they would not say so now, I fancy. On Saturday a nice fresh came down, 
but there was such a gale of wind blowing all day that you could not hold your rod 
straight ; very few fish came to bank. J. Bland, of Pool, caught about half a dozen 
with worm, but nothing very grand.. One or two nice dishes have been taken with 
worm in the Swinstay reservoir, an, contrary to the general rule, these fish have 
been in far better condition than the Wharfe trout, which are very backward this 
season. Asa case in point, the angler mentioned above caught a trout a fortnight 
ago that measured 16in. and weighed about 14oz. The 26th, of course, was a perfect 
fishing day, and a splendid brown water ; did not I long to take my rod and sally 
forth, but to noavail. I therefore contented myself by watching the fish rise, 
which they did freely in some parts of the river. Monday also was a grand day, but 
I fancy the fish were glutted. I took my rod out for an hour before dusk, but 
never stirred a fish. I hear that ‘‘ Watchet” caught a nice dish with fly higher up 
the river, twenty trout, and was obliged to leave them still rising freely. I cannot 
say what day it was on, but, I believe, Friday. From Mr. Corry’s report of last 
week, I notice that the iniquitous practice of salmon-roe fishing is still in full 
swing upon the upper length of the Yore at Hawes. What the conservators are 
about to allow it, I cannot conceive. Some genuine sportsman ought to report the 
matter, and give the offenders’ names. I know if it was practisedin this district 
there would soon be an end put to it. Such pot-hunters want ducking in the river. 
Mr. Eaton a short time ago referred to the disease among the grayling on the Derby- 
shire streams. I have seen three fish (grayling) similarly affected in the Wharfe 
this spring. Iam inclined to agree with your correspondent that it is the effect of 
sewage pollution, and from recent observations I regret to say that impurities of 
various kinds are greatly on the increase. I earnestly hope that someone of influence 
in this district will take the matter in hand, otherwise the fine stock of both trout 
and grayling in the Otley Club length will certainly become “ beautifully less.” “I 
have seen the first Stone fly of this season to-day. My wite found it on the battle- 
ment of Pool Bridge, carried him off in triumph, and caged it under a glass until I 
returned home : it wasa female, but very small. This is about the earliest specimen 
I ever remember, especially when you take the recent cold weather into considera- 
tion.— FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. ‘ = 


Wye and Derwent. a 


Both the above rivers are very low indeed, and fish haye risen very little in the 
middle of the day; in fact, we have had very few anglers out on either stream, and 
those that have been out have done very little. Fish have fed the best early in the 
morning and the last thing at night. We shall have no good fishing till we have 
some rain. The killing flies have been Blue Dun Brown, little red and small black 
flies. There have been several trout killed with trolling with the Derby Trout Killer 
—some of them a pound a piece. The. bottom fishers fish very little now, and their 
takes have been very small. I am exceedingly sorry to say that the secretary, Lieut.- 
Colonel Rawlins, Matlock Town, of the Darley Dale Fishing Club, has refused to 
grant Mr. David Palmer Pearson, of Matlock Bath and Nottingham, a member's 
fishing ticket, after being proposed by one of the oldest members of the club, H. M, 
Moss, Esq., J.P. I can only say that this said gentleman is son of one of the oldest 
and best gentlemen fishermen we had in Derbyshire; in fact, his grandfather, ~ 
and all.the lot of them, are born “sportsmen” and vyery large pro- 
perty owners. In fact, all the family of the Pearson’s have fished the Darley 
Dale waters years and years before there was ever a club thought of. In con- 
sequence of Mr. Pearson being refused a member’s ticket to the Darley Club, he is 
taking all the land he can from the different landowners, and is haying notice 
boards put up at different places to stop any of the Darley Dale Club men fishing 
the water he has just taken. I have no doubt but before this time next year he will 
have the greater portion of the water between Matlock Bridge and Rowsley ; then 
there would be a proper club formed and the river well preserved, which is not the 
case now; in fact, I know of two fishing clubs who want to angle this water, and 
will give double the money the Darley Club is now giving.—GEORGE JAMES EATON, 


Yare (Norwich). 

April is going out with a splendid rain, which will do immense good all round ; 
both agriculturalist and fisherman will delight in it, and be thankful for the 
splendid weather which we are experiencing. A considerable number of anglers 
have been out during the last few days, and from what I can gather, in all cases 
they have been successful. I saw some very fine roach which were taken a few 
miles below Norwich by one of our most skilful anglers, and I am pleased to add 
that during a chat with him, he expressed an opinion that the prospects for the 
coming season were very good, better than he had known for years, the river being 
full of fish, and the present season so favourable to their increase. On Thorpe Broad, 
and in reaches nearer Norwich, capital sport amongst the roach has been had, 
“Tubby Death,” who is generally to the front on all occasions, informs me he has 
no reason to complain, and he added that the fish were in good condition, Iam 
rather surprised that no reports of perch being caught have reached me, as during 
the month of April I ustally hear of some fine ones being taken in the vicinity of 
Wroxham. Oh, by the bye, Londoners and others will be glad to hear that Wrox- 
ham Broad is now strictly preserved, but a payment of 2s. 6d. per boat will at.all 
times enable them to enjoy a day’s angling on this queen of broads. Yachtsmen 
are now busy making their arrangements for the summer months, and the majority 
of anglers are busy putting their tackle in order, painting, binding, varnishing, Ke., 
in anticipation of the end of June, as all here do not take advantage of there being 
no close time.—ROBERT MOLL. we Tee 





DEATH OF Dr. NoRMAN.—We regret to announce the death, at the age of sixty- 
eight, of Dr. Richard Robert Bowles Norman, a well-known inhabitant of Great 
Yarmouth. Deceased was educated at King Edward’s Grammar School, in Norwich, 
and was one of the last of the Valpeans. In his days of health and vigour Collingwood 
House, the doctor’s residence, was quite a haven of rest and refuge. for the amateur 
fisherman, whether that weary,or unsuccessful mortal were an angler.on the: Norfolk 
broads and rivers or a devotee of the long line at-sea, Scores of Hast; Anglians will 
recall the pleasant days they have spent in the company of the intelligent and hearty 
old gentleman, who loved to surround himself with his friends, and often gathered 
about him such notable knights of the rod and pen as the late Frank Buckland and 
Greville Fennell; Francis Francis,and W. H. Brougham; ‘Dr, Norman wasa feady and 
fluent writer, as the pages of the eld, Land and Water, the FISHING GAZETTE the 
Bast Anglian Handbook, and Norwich Arqus will testify. THe took greatinterest: in 
the passing of the Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries Act, and accompaniéd the ~Com- 
missioners through the district, rendering them much valuable assistance: > His 
authority upon“things piscatorial stood very high in Norfolk and Suffollk circles, and 
curiosities brought to light by net or line were almost invariably submitted to his 
scrutiny. There isan amusing story told of some Yarmouth beachmen, who’ onée, 
by colouring a crab green with copperas, puzzled him considerably for a time ; but 
he was not in a general way ofa credulous turn.. Dr. Norman ranked very highcin 
‘his profession, and will be greatly missed by the Yarmouth Hospital, thé Sailors’ 
Home, and kindred local charities, in the welfare of which he always evinced ideep 
interest. . ‘ ‘ soimh Deer 

A Brg Esu-Ponp.—Fish-culturists will be interested in an enormous eel-pond) the 
largest in America, on a farm in the town of Riverhead, Mass. It covers five acres, 
andis'so full that the eels can be raked out with an ordinary garden-rake. Two 
thousand dozen eels were put into, the pond five years ago, and their number has 
now increased to millions, They are fed regularly every third day on “ horse-fect,” 
a peculiar shell-fish, and at meal-time a crack from their owner’s whip. will bring 
thousands of them to the surface ; and so sagacious are they that they will appear 
forno one-el8eroicn oi) ie adé wan 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


Drr.—Fish landed since last report are very few. Hotel water. Wednesday, 22nd 
April, Digby Cayley, Esq., oné fish, 81b.; Huntley Lodge water, J. Whitehead, Esq., two 
salmon, 8lb. and 91b. Nothing was then taken until 27th April, when Colonel Keen 
had one salmon, about 931b. ; Colonel Telford had one salmon, about 8lb. His Most 
Noble the Marquis of Huntly has had a few salmon on the Castle water during the 
week. The weather is yet unsettled, and it is fully expected the river will soon be 
in flood again —W. BEATTIE. 


DEE, KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—Towards the end of last week, owing to the soften- 
ing of the weather, the river came away in great flood, so as to render the most of 
the pools in this reach unapproachable. The long wearied cry of the angler through- 
out the entire spring has been for more water, and now that the river has risen at 
last it will clear out the remaining foul fish, and enable fresh-run ones to get to 
the higher reaches. J. Harper killed one of 931b. on Monday, one of 12lb. on 
Tuesday, and one of 71b. on Thursday, on the Desswood water. W. Lamond, Esq. 
killed one of 61b, on Tuesday, on the Norton water ; and Major C. Leith Hay one of 
8lb. on the Desswood waters, On the Carlogie and Borrowstone waters, Sir Wm. 
Fielden and party had five fish from 81b. to 181b.—W. BLACKLAWS. 

DEB, ABERDEENSHIRE (BALLATER),—[April 23.] The weather is still improving ; 
it has been fresh for the last two or three nights. Wind, westerly. Monday 
and Tuesday of this week the river was very high for sportsmen haying good sport, 
although the pools are all well stocked with fish. Monaltrie water: F, Pickop, 
Esq., Wednesday, 15th, two fish, 8lb., 8lb.; and on Thursday, 16th, three fish, 91b., 
91b., 841b. ; on Monday, 20th, one fish, 731b. ; on Tuesday, 21st, four fish, 71b., 731b., 
941b., 941b. Dr. Ogilvie, Monaltrie water, 20th, one fish 8lb. Hotel water, H. L. 
Brandreth, Esq., Wednesday, 15th, one fish, 6lb. J. Donaldson, Esq., Thursday, 
16th, three fish, 91b., 101b., 11]b. ; on 17th, one fish, 8lb.; Saturday, 18th, one fish, 
84lb.; Tuesday, 21st, one fish, 91b. James Inglis, Thursday, 16th, one fish, 9b. ; 
and on Saturday, 18th, one fish, 8lb. Duncan McLaren, Thursday, 16th, three fish, 
18lb., 6lb., 8lb.; on Saturday, 18th, one fish, 10lb.; Monday, 20th, one fish, 81b. 
W. Grant, Esq., Tuesday, 21st, one fish, 71b. Cambus O’May water, Wednesday, 
15th, two fish, 101b., 93lb.; Monday, 20th, two fish, 7lb., 71b. Her Majesty’s water, 
Balmoral, two very fine fish were got on Tuesday, 21st. Clunnie Lodge water, J. 
C. Wordie, Esq,, is getting very good sport. Monday, 20th, four fish, 7lb. to 101b. ; 
Tuesday, 21st, three fish, 7lb. to 91b., on the Livers, Jock Scot, Gray Eagle, Dunt, 
Peacock, Red Wing, Silver Doctor, Black Dog, Logie, Jeannie Ackroyd, Gardener, 
Balmoral, Gray Heron, Birk Hall water, Col. Edis, Friday, 17th, two fish, 111b., 
13lb. ; Saturday, 18th, one fish, 7lb,; Monday, 20th, one fish, 91b. [April 30.]— 
The river was greatly flooded on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday last; on Saturday 
especially it rose very high, so much as to completely puta stop to angling. It is 
now getting into fine order. Reports to hand since I wrote last are as follows :— 
Invercauld Arms Hotel water: J. Donaldson Iisq., 23rd, one fish, 16]lb.; same date, 
three fish, 7lb., 8lb., and 91b; 24th, one fish, 11lb.; 28th, two fish, 82lb. and 91b. 
Lieutenant Grant, 24th, two fish, 83lb. and 91b.; 28th, two fish, 831b. and 133l]b. 
Monaltrie water : F. Pickop, Esy., 22nd, one fish, 71b. ; 23rd, two fish, 71b. and 11]b. 
Colonel Keen, 27th, two fish, 8lb. and 84lb. A good few fish were got on the Balmoral 
beat. Birkhall water : Colonel Edis, 22nd, one fish, 111b. ; 23rd, one fish, 91b. ; 24th, 
two fish, 8lb. and 91b. Pannanich water: John Brebner, Hsq., 24th, one fish, 631b. 
Cambus O’May’ water : George Morton, 22nd, one fish, 91b.; 23rd, one fish, 9b. ; 
24th, one fish, 731b. A fair number of fish have been got about Braemar. The 
keepers tell me that within the past few days a great many fine fish have come 
up the river and settled down in the pools hereabouts. My Jockies, Jeannies, 
Logies, and Blue Charms have been used with success in smallish waters ; but the 
Gordon and Jock Scott have proved more tempting lures on the high-running and 
somewhat coloured waters. With fine weather, if theriver gets less in volume, we 
-expect to be into the small double-ironed chaps of flies inno time. Weather some- 
what dull, and not nearly so genial as it was about a week ago.— GEORGE SMITH, 
Fishing Tackle Maker, Ballater. 


THE Don (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Trout-fishing has not met with the usual success this 
season. The prevailing east winds, with severe frosts at night, have prevented the 
trout from rising well, and only for a couple of hours in the middle of the day will 
they show at all. As yet the March Brown has not appeared on the water, and the 
principal killing flies hitherto have been the Quill Gnat and Olive Dun. The most 
successful baskets we have heard of have been made by Mr. Rooper and Mr. Hegan, 
who have been fishing the upper Parkhill and Fintray water. Their daily baskets 
for the last ten days have scaled from 121b, to 201b.— YELLOW HAGLE, 





DUMFRIESSHIRE.—[April 23.] The rain has come at last, and all our rivers 
are rising rapidly, On Friday, Mr. William Lawson, on Newtonairds water, killed 
5lb. of burn trout, principally with the floating worm ; while Mr. W. Clarke got 19 
nice trout a little higher up. Below lrongray Bridge smaller takes were had by 
Messrs. Chalmers, Bell, and other local enthusiasts, In Portrack water, Mr. J. 
Gibson had a bright sun against him, and his catch only amounted to a few gray- 
ling. The Nith, at Dumfries, has yielded fair sport, one angler having encreeled 19 
burn trout in half an hour! This is very exceptional. In the Nith there will be 
great activity if the present weather continues. I hear that General Johnston’s 
tickets were issued on Wednesday, on the same terms as formerly—namely, six days 
each week, 12s. 6d.; four days, 6s. 6d. ; and two days, 3s. 6d. There are still a great 
number of kelts in the river. In the Annan, above the railway bridge at Milnefield, 
on Thursday, Mr. Morrison hooked a fine salmon, but the hook gave way, and he lost 
the prize. ‘Trout fishers in the Annan are having good sport, principally in the tidal 
portions of the river, where a distinct species of yellow trout are to be found rising 
to the fly during the whole season. J have heard that it is found in only one or two 
rivers beside the Annan. It never seems to rise above nine or ten ounces, and we 
neyer knew it to be taken out of the tidal reaches. [April 30.]—The past week has 
been a rare one for anglers in the Nith, Annan, and their tributaries. In the 
Cairn good baskets of trout have been got with the fly. On Saturday, from 
early morn till dusk, the banks were dotted with fishers for miles, and presented 
a very animated scene, the takes averaging from 41b. to 6lb. Success seems to 
have attended both the worm and the fly. There are no kelts now in the Nith, 
and in the course of a week or two the salmon fly will have followed their 
parents to their naturalresort. From Annan I hear a complaint of the recent heavy 
rains making the river “ too heavy for fly fishing”; but this applies especially to 
the lower part of the river. Up the river a good deal has been done with the worm 
—a deadly lure to that most wary of all our finny friends, the sea-trout. There has been 
a good run of salmon in the Annan lately. From the Kirkle, a capital trouting 
river, I saw a really fine basket of yellow trout, the property of a Glasgow gentle- 
man, and numbering about seven dozen beauties. Net fishing all over this district 
is fairly remunerated.—W. B. 





Locu LEVEN.—On Thursday week Messrs. Ireland and McIntosh had fifty-six trout 
43lb. 40z. ; Messrs. J. B. Mellis and G. G. Bell forty-two, 331b. 90z. ; Messrs. McFar- 
lane and Steven thirty-five, 28lb. ; Captain Adams eleven, 12lb.; Mr. Bell twelve, 
101b. ; Mr. Gardner twenty-one, 18lb. ; Mr. Skinner, London, seventeen, 16lb.; Mr. 
Halis, Appleby, twelve,-8lb.; Mr, Townsend twenty-one, 201b., and a number of 
smaller baskets.—P. D. M. 


Tur Tay, PertH.—On Saturday last the river rose 13ft.; little was done on Satur- 
day and Monday ; since Monday the river has been in splendid ply ; little has been 
amongst salmon. Most of the salmon anglers are fishing for trout, and have been 
rewarded by very large and splendid fish; for the past two days trout have been 

_rising in all directions. Capt. Adams, the celebrated whale fisher, of Dundee, had a 
basket of 231b., numbers of his trout over 2lb, . On Tuesday the following gentlemen 











went out and got baskets ranging from 5lb. to over 201b.: Mr. W. B. Thomson, Mr. 
George Howat, Mr. Cargill, Mr. R. B. Smith, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. W. Donaldson, Mr. 
Wilson, Major Knight, Sergt. Stewart, Major Doncaster, and Mr. P. D. Malloch. Major 
Knight caught the largest trout, which weighed 341b. The Islaand Hricht are fishing 
well, baskets from 101b. to 15lb. are taken daily. Pitcastle water : Mr, Malloch’s 
boatman, two fish, 23lb. and 121b. ; Derculich, the keeper, two, 831b. and 17]b. Loch 
Tay : Mr, James Temple, Surrey, one, 301b.; Mr. James Pullar, three, 211b., 16lb., 
and 17lb, ; Dr. Anderson, three, 181b., 19lb., and 201b. ; Mr. Wilkins, one 161b.—P. D. 
MALLOcH, 





IRISH REPORTS, 

“BALLYNAHINCH Fisupry.—Since last Wednesday we have had a rattling spate 
on above, and Mr. Dudgeon—who is still here, but fished little—on the 16th was 
successful in killing two, 141b. and 15lb. weight, his total for the ten days being 
eleven fish, besides those that were lost by faulty tackle ; otherwise, there seem to 


bea good many fish in the lakes. To-day, south-west wind— WALTER BLACK- 
ADDER, April 22, 








BUNDROWES AND LovuaH Metvin (Co. DoneGAt),—The weather of the week 
before last was very much against angling—strong easterly wind and glaring bright 
sun. Owing to this, the river ran very low, and but few places on it were fishable. 
Still, latein the evenings, when the sun got low, an occasional fish did rise, and a 
few were captured. Mr. D. M. Gowan, on the 16th, on the upper waters, one salmon, 
10lb. Mr. M. Maguire, on the 17th, on the lower waters, one salmon, 11lb. Mr. 
H. M. Gowan, on the 15th, on the upper waters, one salmon, 113lb. The salmon 
angling on Lough Melvin was not so good as was expected, owing to the great 
brightness and the east wind not catching the best parts. However, some fairly 
good sport was obtained. Mr. H. G. Bawden, on the 14th, one salmon, 101b ; Mr. D. 
Longworth, on the 14th, one salmon, 101lb. Mr. HE. G. Bawden, on the 16th, one 
salmon, 1llb. Mr. A. L. Pike, on the 14th, one salmon, 91b. Mr. D. Longworth, on 
the 15th, one salmon, 11lb, Mr. A. L. Pike, on the 15th, one salmon, 101b. Mr. E. 
G. Bawden, on the 17th, one salmon, 12]b. Mr. G. Hilton, on the 15th, one salmon, 
931b. Mr. H. Marston, on the 17th, two salmon, 10lb. and 113lb. Mr. T. Rogan, on 
the 15th, one salmon, 101b. Mr. G. Hilton, on the 18th, one salmon, 123lb. Trout 
still continue to rise freely, ann some very good baskets were obtained during the 
week, The wind changed round to the west on Sunday, when some rain fell, which 
has continued at intervals up to the present, and as there are a lot of new fish 
running, good sport may be expected.—The cold, harsh winds which prevailed 
all through the past week, accompanied by occasional heavy showers of hail, 
put back the salmon angling a good deal, and sport was not near so good as was ex- 
pected. The following are the particulars for Lough Melvin : Capt. R. Sclater, on 
the 20th, one salmon, 121b. ; Mr. L. Probyns, on the 20th, one salmon, 91b.; Mr. J. 
H. Potter, on the 21st, two salmon, 121b. and 91b.; Major Kinlock, on the 23rd, one 
salmon, 91b.; Mr. HE. Clinton, on the 22nd, one salmon, 111b.; Mr. R. M., on the 23rd, 
one salmon, 103lb. Trout are still rising well, and good baskets are being captured 
daily. The following are a few of the best: Mr. W. Hall, on the 21st, forty 
averaging 3lb. each, biggest fish 2?1b.; Masters J. and W. Beatty, on the 22nd, 
twenty-four, averaging {lb. each, biggest fish 131b.; Mr. W. Webb, in five days 
killed seventy, averaging {lb. each; J. Rogan, on the 25th, eighteen, averaging 
ilb. each. Several other baskets of from 5lb. to 10lb. were also taken. The 
Bundrowes river wis flooded bank high, so that little fishing could be done, and 
but two fish were taken during the week.—M. RoGAn, Ballyshannon. 


LAKES OF KILLARNEY (KILLARNEY).—The following are the number of salmon 
taken since April 9th :—John Downing, one salmon, 101b.; Pat Roberts, one, 10231b. ; 
Tim McCarthy, one, 10lb. April 10th, James Hayse, three salmon, 35lb.; Michael 
Dessane, one, 12lb.; Michael Thornton, one, 1231b.; Thomas Murphy, one, 11lb. 
April 12th, Tim McCarthy, three salmon, 32lb.; next day, two salmon, 24lb.; Jerry 
Roberts, one, 121b.; B. Morrough Bernard, two salmon, 11lb. and 10lb.; Eugene 
Cournane, two salmon, 24lb. April 13th, Tim McUarthy, three salmon, 36lb. April 14th, 
H. R. O’Kearny, two salmon, 11lb. and 101b., with 27 trout. April 19th, Michael 
Thornton, two salmon, 25lb.; James Hayse, two salmon, 23lb. ; Daniel O’Donoghue, 
two salmon, 2541b.; Hugene Cournane, two salmon, 231b.; Tim McCarthy, two salmon, 
20lb. ; next day, three salmon, 32lb.; John Roberts, two salmon, 22lb.; next day, 
three salmon, April 22nd, Thomas Murphy, three salmon, 15lb., 101b., 1llb. A 
trout fishing match will come off about the end of May, which will be open 
to any person who wishes to enter his name before May 10th. This is open to 
all except those gentlemen from Cork or elsewhere who join in cross-line fishing for 
the pot, which is very unfair and unsportsmanlike.—Tim McCARTHY, fisherman, 


Moy AND LAKES (BALLINA).—[April 23.] The weather has moderated, and the 
wind has gone round to the south-west. There were some fair takes of salmon and 
trout on river and lake last week whenever anglers tried their luck. Mr. A. Gallagher 
killed a good salmon of 1631lb. and six trout 63lb.; Mr. F. B. Henn got a nice fresh- 
run fish of 141b,and landed eleven old fish ; Mr. P. J. Flynn killed a nice fish of 12lb. 
and five trout. Mr. J. Gilchrist Clarke had some fair sport with trout, his best day 
twenty-one trout, weighing 18lb., other days he had from twelve to fourteen trout, 
averaging over llb.; he gota springer of 13lb. and lost a good fish. The Messrs. 
Stanleys are doing well with trout, but I have not learned the exact takes. Should 
the wind and weather continue as it is now, good sport may be expected. Now isthe 
time for anglers to come and get sport, as there are very few strangers here at pre- 
sent, and the fishing free. [April 30,|—Since last report we have had a good many 
heavy storms and sharp, cold winds. The angling on river and lake has not been so 
good for last week as was expected. The average take of trout were from 12 to 15 
to each rod, sometimes weighing less than 1lb. each, with an occasional salmon, I 
am sure the many fair anglers who visit Lough Conn will be glad to learn that the 
Conservators of the Ballina District have procured the services of two good boats 
and crews, at a fair remuneration, to look after otter fishing on theloch. Thisis a 
step in the right direction, and will, I am sure, improve rod fishing, Hach crew has 
got their beat marked out for them. Lower end of lake—From Hrren Abbey on 
west shore, round by Ennisco, Gortnarabbey, “ The Deil,’ Knockfrie, Armagh, 
Cloghans, and on to Renmore Point on the east shore. Upper end of lake—From 
Renmore Point, by Wilson’s Rock, Runagry, Knockmore, Glass Island, Pontoon 
Bridge, Massbrook, Adragool, to the Abbey of Errew.—FRANK HEARNS, Ballina, 
Co. Mayo, 


THE SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—From the 5th to the 18th there 
were nineteen salmon killed on the Ardfinan and other waters rented by Mr. Jas. B. 
Deacon. The other waters comprise a large stretch of the river. These fish averaged 
from 5lb to 151lb. In our former reports of fishing on these waters we omitted 
stating that the fish mentioned as being killed were the results of four rods. Mr. 
Deacon’s average for this and the past fourteen years being two clean salmon per 
week to his own rod for the three spring months. On the Knocklofty preserves we 
hear of but four fish being killed for Wednesday and Thursday, 141b., 111b., 101b., 
and 8lb. The net fishing on the freshwater portion of the river was almost a blank 
this past’week, the only really good day being Monday, on which day the Clonmel 
two “Clears” killed six salmon, weighing respectively 241b., 12lb., 12lb., 101b., 91b., 
8lb. Tuesday and Thursday scored only one each, 121b. and 11lb. ; Wednesday and 
Friday blank, making in all but eight for the week. On Thursday morning we got 
the rain at last—an incessant downpour for over twenty-four hours, and the river 
now is flooded bank high with a thick, yellow flood, enough to satisfy any angler. 
As it shows signs of clearing, we may expect good fishing any day now.—RIcHD. 
BRADFORD. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The annual report and balance-sheet of this association will appear in our next 
issue. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 13s. 6d. 
from the Great Northern Brothers Angling Society, the proceeds of their smoking 
concert ; £1 4s. 0d. from the Clapton Angling Society’s donation box (the second 
this season) ; and 13s. from the donation box of the Duke of Norfolk Angling 
Society. The first meeting of the committee elected for the ensuing year will take 
place on Friday evening, May 8th, at nine o’clock. Secretaries and friends who have 
not sent in their returns for tickets for the late concert will oblige by doing so forth- 
with. Members’ subscriptions are due on May Ist.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The eighth annual dinner of the above society was held on Tuesday last at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, Battersea—Mr. H. Martin chairman, Mr. C. Hedges 
vice-chairman—fifty-two members and friends sitting down to a capital repast 
excellently served by the host, Mr. G. Edwards. After the usual loyal toasts, 
the chairman gave the toast of the evening, “The Battersea Friendly Angling 
Society,” which was responded to by the secretary, Mr. G. Mumford, who gave an 
account of the progress made by the society during the past season, and had during 
the last few months made 21 new members, the club being at the present time in a 
good financial state and bright prospects for the coming season, and giving great 
praise to the officers of the society who had brought the club to its present satis- 
factory state. The prizes were then distributed, Mr. Martin taking first aggregate, 
Mr. Mumford second, Mr. Payne third, Mr. Gloster, jun., fourth ; Sir T. Lawrence’s, 
M.P., prize, Mr. F. Newton; Mr. G. Edwards’s prize, Mr. H. Martin ; Mr. Burgess’s 
prize, Mr. W. Stockman ; Mr, Bulmer’s cane roach rod, Mr. Mumford ; Mr. Newton’s 
prize, Mr. W. Johnson ; Mr. Grant’s prize, Mr. Mumford ; Mr. Moore’s prize, Mr. F. 
Newton ; Mrs. William’s prize, Mr. F. Newton ; Mr. Burkett’s prize, Mr. Robinson, 
and others. The secretary then read the names of gentlemen offering prizes for next 
season :—Sir T. Lawrence, M.P., Mr. W. Burgess, Mr. G. Edwards, Mr. Grant, Mr. 
Martin, Mr. Mumford, Mr. Denton, Mr. Williams, Mr. Bulmer, Mr. Newton, Mr. 
King, and other gentlemen. The harmony was well supported by Messrs. Webb, 
Howell, Burkett, Johnson, Tremlett, Martin, Miers, Hedges, Gloster, Bellett, Denton, 
R. Dobbs, and other gentlemen, and Mr. J. Dodds at the piano left nothing to be 
desired. The-stewards, Messrs. Burkett, Stockman, and W. Johnson are to be much 
congratulated on the success of the evening, being kept up until 2.30 a.m. Members 
are requested to attend on Tuesday next for special business. 

CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This club will hold their seventh annual dinner on Wednesday, May 13th, at the 
Rent Day, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park; Mr. Jackson will preside, faced by Mr. 
Allen. Several “shining lights” of the piscatorial world have been invited, and 
care will be taken to insure its being a “feast of reason anda flow of soul.” 











CAXTON ANGLING CLUB (WAVENEY, BECCLES). 

The first match for the ninth season of this club took place on Saturday last, 
under rather unfavourable circumstances, a very strong wind blowing the whole 
afternoon. A large number of members entered, and a fleet of twenty-three boats, 
two in each boat, took up their appointed positions about three o’clock. The boats 
extended from Carpenter's Dyke-reach to below the Beccles Swing Bridge, fifty yards 
being allowed each boat. Thirty-one members weighed in at the club-room after the 
match, and the following were the best catches :—G. Holland, 4lb. 20z.; G@. Knell, 
3lb. 340z. ; S. Rushmer, 2lb. l4oz.; T. Parnell, 2lb. 6%0z.; W. Buck, 2lb. ldoz.; C. 
Youngs, 2lb. 030z. The prize for the heaviest fish was taken by Mr. Knell fora 
bream weighing 2lb. 2%0z. ; the prize for the six heaviest fish by Mr. Holland. The 
total weighed in amounted to 271b. 9$0z. This weight is considerably below that of 
previous years. which, however, must be attributed to the roughness of the water. 
the floats being continually under the waves.—A. H. M., hon. sec. 





CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting was held at the club-house, as usual, on Monday last, Mr. 
George Colls in the chair. Ordinary business having been carriel out, Mr. R. 
Ghurney gave an interesting account of the turning into the Lea of the splendid 
stock fish presented by Mr. Geen. He also announced that he and Mr. Field were 
in a few days going on a veyage of discovery as to the fishable waters to be had on 
the L. B. and S. C. Railway, this line having so very courteously lately granted 
privilege tickets. Mr. Ghurney seems very sanguine of being able to secure some 
excellent waters for the Anglers’ Association within easy distance of the various 
stations on the Brighton line; this would give the Anglers’ Association increased 
advantages, adding, asit would, to the very excellent waters already rented by them, 
allof which would be available to the subscribers to that excellent and well-managed 
Association. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts was appointed an auditor as representing the com- 
mittee, and Mr. D. Kidd was appointed to a similar office as representing the general 
body of members. The audited balance-sheet will be presented at the meeting on 
Monday, 11th May.—HENry Howsg, hon. sec. 





CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. E. J. Withers, accompanied by Mr. Waterhouse, had a smack at the trout on 
Saturday, the 18thult., at Laleham, attended by Rouswell. At starting, he experienced 
very bad luck, losing several good fish, much to the annoyance of Mr. Waterhouse, 
who, having regaied himself on “ pickles,” betook himself to slumber. To sleep— 
aye, to dream. Heleft Mr. Withers, however, at an early stage, and was, therefore, 
not in at the death of a 4-pounder, which Mr. Withers soon after succeeded in land- 
ing ; but, I am told, he was well on the job the following morning when the trout 
was on the dish. Mr. Withers informed me he was determined, if possible, to try 
after a very old stager later in the week; but, not having heard when sending this, 
I presume that, if the gentleman was not caught, it was the fault of the fish, and 
not Mr. W.—C, NrwMavn, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBELL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A return visit, on behalf of the Western District of the Anglers’ Association, will 
take place on May 12th, to the above society, at Mr. Lerner’s York Minster, Foley- 
street, Portland-road, W., on which occasion I shall be delighted to see all members 
and friends that can make it convenient to attend to see a—PIXIE. 





GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our smoking concert on Wednesday evenings continue to be well attended. The 
following gentlemen favoured us with some very nice songs: Messrs. T. Harding, 
N. Andrews, F., C., and W. Watling, and C. Porter. The performances of Mr. Old- 
field, violinist, and Mr. W. Whitewick, pianist, were greatly applauded. On the 26th 
ult. Mr. Atkinson again officiated for Mr, J. B. Leno, and gave a very interesting 
lecture on “ The People and their Amusements,” commencing with the scenes in the 
Roman arena and coming down to our gentle craft as it is at the present day. Iam 
pleased to state that Mr. J. B. Leno is progressing, and will no doubt be ina position 
on the 3rd prox. to give his promised lecture on “The Printing Press and its Infla- 
ence.” A select smoking concert will be held at our club-house on May 4, for the 
benefit of W. Parkin (* Fat-~un”}, who has had the misfortune to lose his wife after 
a longand painfulillnmess. W. Parkin is an old and respected member of the Great 
Northern Brothers, and has for many years past done his utmost in any case of dis- 
tress. As this is his first appeal, he trusts his brother anglers and friends will givehim 
their support. Chairman, Mr. G, Wailing ; vice, Mr. J. Jennings,—J, A. FrT0u, see. 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-ayenue, Basinghall-street ; Mr. Darling in the 
chair. The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and confirmed, The 
reading of Mr. Parker’s paper on “Perch Fishing ” was deferred for a fortnight. A 
letter dated from the “ Middle of the Pacific Ocean” was read from Mr. Bates, late 
treasurer of the society. Mr. Bates, who has recently been across the continent of 
America, says that he has been able to confirm the opinion whieh he has for a long 
time entertained as to the inadvisability of introducing the black bass to English 
waters. The usual vote of thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings to a 
close. The next smoking concert will take place on Tuesday next. The chair will 
be taken at seven o’clock, and visitors are cordially invited. Some very good talent 
has already been secured, and the committee hope to have an excellent prograram 
and that there will be a good attendance of members and friends.—H. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On May 5, 1885, we have our distribution of prizes and a smoking concert, whe 


we hope to have as many of our brothers of the rod affinity and their friends as can 
make it convenient to attend.—R. CLARK, secretary. 
THE LADY OF THE LAKE ANGLING CLUB. 

A meeting will be held at 37, Uxbridge-road, Shepherd’s Bush, on Monday, May 4, 
at 8 p.m., to inaugurate the above club. Many gentlemen residing in the neigh~- 
bourhood have promised their support ; and all lovers of the gentle art are earnestly 
invited to attend, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We hada very good muster last week, and spent a pleasant evening. We are 
thinking of having a fishing excursion to the Severn at Shrewsbury, as we Want to 
get at a better water for our general contests than the Vyrnwy for the fly fishing; 
contingency of our members. During the past week some very good trous were 
taken with the fly out of the Newsham Park Lake. I had one over }1b. and soveral 
of 31b., and other anglers have had similar fish. It is quite a curious and novel 
sight to see fishermen thrashing away in the waters of our public lakes, and the 
intense iaterest taken by the ladies and others in the pastims is evidenced by the 
eagerness with which every throw is watched, and the commotion and eries of sur- 
prise and pleasure when one is landed. It is, of course,a little dangerous to the 
lookers-on who gather round; but nothing untoward has yet happened, and the park 
keepers warn the people to keep well back.—R. WoOoLYALL, hon. sec. 


MAIDENHEAD, COOKHAM, AND BRAY THAMES ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The half-yearly, or rather the general, meeting of the members of this society 
took place at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead Bridge, on Saturday afternoon last. Mr. 
J. H. Clark, J.P., presided, and there were present Capt. the Hon. J. T. Fitzmaurice, 
Capt. A. Styan, Messrs. Thomas Spreckley, R. Nicholson, H. Hoare, F. H. Lemann, 
H. Russell, J. Granville Lazard, W. H. Brougham, J. P. Wheeldon, &. The report, 
which was taken as read, whilst recognising a deficiency of support from the 
London anglers and the Angling Clubs, and the consequent weakness of the 
exchequer was, in other respects, of a satisfactory nature. During the flood 1,242 
fish of various kinds had been recovered from the ditches. Ninety-five trout had 
been added to the stock in the river ; 175 had been caught by the anglers last season 
averaging 53lb.each. Three otters had been brought to grief, and two poachers had 
been convicted, and each fined £2 and costs. The Association took credit for first 
initiating a movement to make some suggestions to the Board of Thames Conser- 
vancy in reference to the use of the weir-heads for anglers. The members of the 
General Committee, with the exception of the Rey. C. H. Fardell and Mr. J. H, 
Burney (who had resigned) were re-elected, and the only vacancy filled up wa3 by 
the election of Mr. J. Granville Lazard. Mr. W. G. Day, who was unavoidably 
absent, was re-elected treasurer and honorary secretary. A vote of thanks to the 
officers was cordially given on the resolution of Mr. Thomas Spreckley, seconded by 
Mr. J. P. Wheeldon. <A lengthened conversation followed in regard to the movement 
of the riparian owners, when the following resolution, proposed by Capt. A. Styan, 
seconded by Mr. F. P. Wheeldor, was unanimously passed as the reply of this 
Association :—“ That this meeting, having heard their honorary secretary’s (Ar. W. 
G. Day) report on the Conference between the riparian owners and the representa- 
tives of the Thames Preservation Societies, is of opinion that it is undesirable to pay 
such riparian owners any acknowledgment whatever for any supposed fishing rights 
they may claim to possess, as up to the present time it has been unable to admit 
their existence.” Mr. J. P. Wheeldon introduced the question, which had been before 
some of the angling clubs, in reference to professional fishermenand bailiffs angling 
by themselves, and a resolution was passed in accordance with the views that had 
been expressed against such men being supported by the anglers. The meeting 
terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman. In the evening, at five 
o'clock, the members and friends sat down to a banquet provided by Mr. H. Hoare, 
the catering being of a first-rate character. Capt. the Hon. J. T. Fitzmaurice, 
R.N., presided, with Mr. J. H. Clark, J.P.. in the vice-chair. There were present, 
Major Sawyer, Messrs. W. H. Grenfell, Thomas Spreckley, Silver, J.P., Morris, J.P... 
J. Granville Lazard, F. H. Lemann, T. R. Sachs, W. H. Brougham, J. W. Knight,. 
R. Nicholson, H. Russell, Lloyd, Simpson, Arrowsmith, Baylis, Rutland, Gaunt,. 
Jones, Goolden, Lawrence, &c. After the loyal toast, the Chairman gave “ Success: 
to the Association,’ in which he said there was neither politics nor war ; it was good 
in its situation and providing good sport for all. The Committee did all they could 
to stop poaching and maintain the integrity of the Bye-laws of the Fishery. They 
were all more or less fishermen, and hoped the Conservators would meet them in 
regard to angling from the weirs, as he heard they had consented to receive a. 
deputation. He considered that dredging in the Upper Thames was of a very 
favourable character, as it had been seen during the dry season how desirable it was 
to get some deep holes. He then referred to steam launches, the anglers suffering 
much from those who used them without any respect to other craft on the river, 
and contended there were those who always slackened speed on nearing a punt. The 
Association, up to the present, had been a success, aud done a great work in the 
interests of anglers, besides giving them some good angling. The toast was drunk 
with great enthusiasm. Mr, J. G@ Lazard said, in giving “ Kindred Associations,” he 
did it both cordially and heartily. The time, he believed, was rapidly approaching 
when a consolidation of strength would be necessary. In coupling the names of 
Mr. T. Spreckley and Mr. J. W. Knight with the toast, he could not help referring 
to the heartiness and zeal which had been shown by Mr. Spreckley in everything 
that was of interest to the anglers, and Mr. Knight, in the Henley district, had 
evinced a considerable amount of energy. Mr. T. Spreckley expressed great pleasure 
at meeting those present on this occasion, as they were assembled with one agree- 
ment and one desire, that was unity of purpose and unity of action. In referring to 
the steam launches, he remarked they must go free, for in their proper us? none 
would object, and where there was a complaint, let it be known to the Conservators 
who were always ready to take proceedings when those who complained would come 
forward as witnesses. The late Mr. Leech had told him of three good cases where 
the complainants had refused to give evidence, and, therefore, they were powerless 
to act. Be was sure the Conservators were always ready to do their part if the 
public andthe anglers would do theirs. He concluded an interesting speech by 
referring to Thames rights and angling from the weirs. Mr. J. W. Knight entered 
largely on the question of private rights, which, asa matter of history, possessed no 
claims whatever, and in conclusion, made an appeal to those present to erecta 
tombstone over the grave of their late friend Mr. J. Greville Fennell, so thatin days 
to come it would be known where he was buried, Over £5 was contributed, and he 
hoped to raise enough to provide a suitable memorial to a man who had done so 
much for the anglers, Mr. W. H. Grenfell, in proposing “ The Press,” said he had 
only just returned from the Soudan where he had been acting as a correspondent, 
and that in the midst of the din of war, where there was imminent danger to those 
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connected with the Press. On this occasion there was peace, but the Press was none 
the less worthy of being well received. He associated with the toast the names of 
Mr. J. P. Wheeldon and Mr. Baylis, who replied. Mr. Morris, J.P., briefly give 
“The Chairman,” which was suitably acknowledged. Mr. J. H. Clark, J.P., in 
replying to “ The Officers,” as proposed by Major Sawyer, gave a résumé of the work 
of the Association, and the desire of all to do. their partsin it. Myr. Russell gave the 
concluding toast of ‘ The Visitors,” which was acknowledged by Mr. Goolden. Mr. 
W. HH. Grenfell, who had only that day returned to Taplow Court from the seat of 
war, entered the room shortly after the dinner had commenced, and received a warm 
ovation from those present, who stood up to make the welcome the more hearty. 
The evening was altogether of an enjoyable character. 


NATIONAL ANGLING CLUBS’ €OMPETITION (LOCH LEVEN), 
Anglers will be interested to know that the competition this year has now been 
arranged, and we annex a note of the clubs intending to take a part in the competi- 
tion. It will be seen that the competing clubs include the largest and best known 
angling clubs, and they are each to be represented by only one competitor. 'The com- 
_ petitors have been carefully selected, and most of them are celebrated anglers. This, 
of course, will secure an interesting contest, and the winner of the first plate will 
have something of which he may be proud. The committee have made a careful selec- 
tion of the clubs, and the cunditions of the competition are as fair as can be devised. 
There was a suggestion that the competition should this year take place on Loch 
Lomond or Loch Awe; buton inquiry it was found that there would he difficulty in 
securing boats at a particular place on either of these lochs, and, again, the fishing 
banks not being so extensive as in Loch Leven, the competition would be more un- 
equal. Hitherto, during the last five years since the competition was instituted, it 
will be seen that the first plate has been won in each year by experienced anglers, 
who might reasonably be expected to win the plate, thus showing that no inexperi- 
enced angler through a lucky “ fluke” is likely to win it. As may be seen from the 
records of the competition, the most successful angler in the past has been Mr. P. D. 
Malloch, of the Perth Angling Club; and as he is to take part in this 
competition along with others who have also won the first place, it follows that 
there will be difficulty in winning the prize this year. The committee are much 
gratified that the Tweed and South of Scotland Angling Clubs are to be well repre- 
sented this year. List of clubs.—West of Scotland Angling Club, Kinross-shire 
Fishing Club, Dundee Angling Club, Walton Angling Club (Edinburgh), Perth Angling 
Club, Buckland Angling Club (Glasgow), Rowbank Angling Club (Paisley), Bridge 
of Allan Fishing Club, Glasgow Wanderers’ Angling Club, St. Mungo Angling Club, 
Blairgowrie Angling Club, Dunfermline Angling Club, Perthshire Fishing Club, 
Ciackmannanshire Fishing Club, Dundee Walton Club, Dundee West End Angling 
Club, Allanton Angling Club, Gresham Angling Society (London), Newark and 
Muskham Fishing Club, Manchester Anglers’ Association, Stirling Fishing Club, 
Waverley Angling Club (Edinburgh), Edinburgh Angling Club, Edinburgh Amateur 
Angling Club, Callander Angling Club, Ellem Fishing Club (Duns), Kelso Angling 
/ ssociation, Edinburgh Breadalbane Angling Club, Trout Preservation Association, 
Loch Lomond Angling Improvement Association, Edinburgh United Angling 
Clubs, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Brunton was unanimously voted to the chair at the ordinary weekly meeting 
of the above society, held last Wednesday evening, at the Mona Hotel, Covent- 
garden. Amongst those present were Messrs. R.S. Fennings, J. Pattisson, H. Gray, 
fF. Lemann, EH. Foreman, H. Harden, J. Lander, T. R. Sachs, J. L. Meyer, R..C. 

Blundell, &c. After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and con- 
firmed, the chairman said that he was afraid there would be very few piscatorial 
matters to claim their attention ; but, from the experiences narrated, it appeared 
that the majority of those present had either been out fly-fishing for trout, or 
spinning for the larger species in the Thames. Perhaps the most successful angler was 
Mr, T. R. Sachs, who had weighed in two trout from private water, 3lb. 240z.,and 2lb. 
2oz. respectively. Mr. F. H. Lemann, who attended the annual dinner of the Reading, 
Maidenhead, and Cookham Association at Skindles, on Saturday last, had devoted 
the morning of that day,in company with Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, to Thames trouting in 
the neighbourhood of Boulter’s Weir ; but the wind and weather were not fayourable 
for their occupation, and therefore Mr. J. P. Wheeldon’s success was the more credit- 
able to his skill. Mr. Lemann’s turn came on a subsequent day, when he was fishing 
with H. Wilder near Cookham, and he was rewarded with a nicely-fed trout of over 
41b., which finally proved a gastronomical triumph, These remarks on Thames 
trouting led to a lengthy discussion on Thames spinning-tackle, and the chairman 
strongly recommended the use of bayonet-pointed hooks. Mr. R. 'T. Sachs also took 
occasion to remark that this portion of the Thames (from Reading to Cookham) is 
carefully watched and stocked with trout by the Reading, Maidenhead, and Cookham 
Association, and although the labours of this Association had been acknowledged by 
London fishermen from an angling point of view, the funds of the Association did 
not receive the support they deserved. Messrs. H. Harden, H. Brown, and J. Pattisson 
had been fishing at Hertford; but although the first-named gentleman had been 
fortunate enough to hook “ the largest-fish of the season,” Mr. H, Brown was the 
only one of the trio who weighed in. Dr. Brunton had been down to the Itchen ; 
but, unfortunately, the day chosen was one of the most boisterous this year, and it 
can scarcely be said the doctor enjoyed a day’s sport, for he explained that, owing to 
the unfavourable condition of the elements, he limited his fishing to a few hours. 
However, he managed to secure a moderately good basket with Marston’s Fancy. At 
this meeting it was finally decided that the Piscatorial Society would not compete 
at the Loch Leven Tournament this year, anda vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
¥F. Lemann, seconded by Mr. H. Gray, and carried unanimously, thanking the chair- 
man for the trouble he had personally taken in this matter. After the usual toast, 
“ Our Noble Selves,” had been duly honoured, the proceedings terminated with 
another vote of thanks to Dr. Brunton for his able conduct of the business during the 
evening.—R. B. 





PRINCE OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Monday, the 27th, our annual supper took place, with great success. After 
justice had been done to the viands served up in good style by our worthy host, the 
business of the evening commenced. Mr. Porter, chairman; Mr. Norris, vice-chair- 
man, The first item was the distribution of prizes, Mr. Haydon, as usual, to the 
front with 1st gross weight and specimen carp—the latter, a nice fish of 101b. 6oz., 
had been preserved by Mr. Cooper, and was greatly admired by all present ; Mr. Porter, 
2nd gross weight ; Mr. Munslow, 3rd ; Mr. Gibson, 4th, and greatest number of shows; 
Mr. Cliss, specimen bream ; other prizes were given out, Our secretary then read out 
a long list of prizes for the coming season. We devoted the remainder of the even- 
ing to harmony, our vice-chairman singing an Irish song ; Mr. C. Short, “ The Village 
Blacksmith” ; Mr. Robins, the “Stowaway ” ina very effective manner ; Mr. Harling 
caused roars of laughter by his amusing song, “ The Great Giant.” Messrs. Munslow, 
Shepherd, Lee, Alexander, Gibson, Matthews, Whitford, and others having sung, Mr, 
Wyatt, of the Princess of Wales, was applauded with * Mustard and Cress. 
Altogether we spent a most enjoyable evening, most of us wishing we could keep it 
up longer, our host several times reminding us of “ Time, gentlemen, please,”— 
H. J. M. 





: PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY), 

The fortnightly meeting of this society was held on Monday last, Mr. J. 
Cadman in the chair. The Rey. F.S. Keith Douglas and Mr. Herbert Walker were 
elected as members, and Messrs. Hd. Bemrose, Huson, and Shardlow were duly pro- 
posed and seconded for membership, and their election will be proceeded with at the 
next meeting. The secretary read some correspondence which had passed with Lord 
Donington respecting salmon fishing in the Trent, and a vote of thanks to the hon. 
gentleman was unanimously passed. Several other matters were discussed. 
Members are requested to attend the next meeting, which will be held on May 11th. 

_—T, WHYMAN, 


- Mr. A. J. Little presiding, Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair, 








RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

This society held its weekly meeting at the Station Hotel on Wednesday evening 
Mr. Pamplin Green 
was elected a member of the society. The chairman reported he had attended a 
meeting at the Holborn Restaurant last week, with reference to persuading the 
Thames Conservancy to grant permission to anglers to fish from the various weirs 
besides Teddington Weir, and suggesting a payment of half a guinea a year. The 
members generally were in favour of the proposal, but Mr. Geen doubted whether 
the Conservancy had the power to make a charge. However, the chairman said he 
had heard from Mr. Spreckley the matter was likely to be arranged. Mr. Mayhew 
had been successful among the trout at Staines, having captured one spinning be- 
tween 31b. and 41b., and Mr. Hf. W. Little had caught a Thames trout, also spinning, 
over 2lb. below Hel Pie Island. The chairman congratulated these gentlemen, and 
was glad a trout had been caught in the tideway, as it was five years ago since one 
had been caught in that portion of the river, and stated that several large fish were 
to be seen above Richmond Bridge and off the ferry at Twickenham. Mr. Gaunt 
was complimented upon his successful management of the last smoking concert. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS., 

A special meeting was held on the 29th ult. for the purpose of revising the rules. 
Members that could not attend are hereby informed that Rule 5 has been altered, 
and will read as follows :—“ No member allowed to fish with more than two rods. 
Special competitions, the where and how to be decided at the meeting held previous 
to the outing. Members allowed to fish from punt or bank.” Rule 8.—An addi- 
tion has been made after the 5th word in the second line—viz., “or take prizes.” 
Rule 12.—* All fish to weigh and measure according to Thames rules and regula- 
tions.” Rule 13.—“ No fish to be weighed in this society (excepting trout) befween. 
March 15th and June 15th.” Rule 14.—The three following words in the 3rd line 
after the 3rd word have been struck out, and after the 5th word in the 4th line the words 
“till paid for” have been added, Rule 17 struck out. Members requiring their new 
P. tickets are requested to send in their names and addresses to—PIxIE. 


SILVER TROUT ANGLING CLUB. 

The club-room of this society, which has just completed its majority, never looked 
so well as it did on Tuesday evening last, in the celebration of its 22nd anniversary. 
The walls were well covered with a splendid museum of fish, containing some mag- 
nificent specimens of the various species. The tables were tastefully laid out, and 
adorned with pots of choice azaleas and pelargoniums ; and the dinner, which was 
served up by Mr. and Mrs. Hatfield, reflected on them the highest credit, and could 
not fail to give the greatest satisfaction. As was remarked by one present of great 
dinner experience—* This is one of those good dinners one can thoroughly enjoy.” 
Mr. Pettitt most ably discharged the duties of chairman ; and it was very gratifying 
to find Mr. F. Williams occupying the vice-chair—a position at one time, as well as 
that of the presidential chair, which was filled by his late father, Mr. F. T. Williams, 
a founder of the club. Amongst those present were—Messrs. OC. P. Wheatstone, S. 
C. Harding, T. Crumplen, W. H. Brougham, J. P. Wheeldon, J. ©. Murray, W. 
Griffiths, Hewitt, James, Dent, C. Davis, Cherry, sen., Cherry, jun., Gilson, Garcia, 
Upton, John Grace, Phillips, Scott, Kelly, Holden, Allman, Jacobs, Damper, Allcorn, 
Poole, Tickner, &c., &¢., and all were comfortably and happily seated. It took some 
time to get through the yarious courses, and when completed, the chairman 
gave the customary loyal and patriotic toasts; and, amongst others that were 
given during the evening, were “The Silver Trout Angling Olub,” 
which was drunk with great enthusiasm; “The Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society,” coupled with the name of Mr. W. H. Brougham, who 
remarked he had beena guest of the club within a short period from its establish- 
ment ; and “'The Press,” which on this occasion was proposed immediately after the 
loyal toast. Mr, Sutch gave great satisfaction at the pianoforte. There was some 
excellent singing, and Mr. F. Williams admirably performed a solo on the violin. 
Mr. J. H. Stead, who is always present on these occasions, was absent on account of 
his serious illness, but it will be pleasing for him to know his well-known genial 
face was missed. The evening was enjoyably spent, and no one could have worked 
harder than Mr. Hatfield to make it so.—B. 

STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting of this society took place on Wednesday evening, and the 
final arrangements were made for the annual dinner. Members are hereby reminded 
that the dinner will take place on Wednesday evening, May 6th, at 7 o'clock, and 
the secretary will thank all friends who intend being present to make early applica- 
tion for tickets. Although several members haye been out, no trout, up to date , 
have been weighed in this season.—G. E. W. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting, held on Wednesday evening, Mr. Bodell, late secretary 
of the Busy B’s, and Mr, Saffery were both balloted for and duly elected members, 
anda new member was proposed and seconded. It has been found necessary, in con- 
sequence of the rapid growth of this society, to frame a new set of rules. These 
have been under the consideration of the committee, and will be submitted to the 
society at a special general meeting to be held on Wednesday, May 13. The distri- 
bution of season prizes will take place next Wednesday, the 6th, when a supper will 
be provided. Any member desiring to sit down will please send me word as soon as 
possible—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the usual meeting, on Tuesday evening, Mr. G. Evans in the chair, Mr. H. 
Thompson was credited witha trout of 2lb. 7oz. from the Thames off Monkey Island. 
A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. G. Evans for his attendance at the meeting at 
the Holborn Restaurant, for the purpose of regaining the privilege of fishing off the 
weirs. The two trout Mr. Lines caught at Datchet, and Lumsden reported as 51b. 
and 6lb., I weighed in the club, they being 4lb. 30z., and 3lb. 30z. Anglers can 
throw the hatchet ; but professionals throw block and all_—H. ADEANE. 





WORCESTER ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The members held their annual meeting last week. There was a good attendance, 
and business of importance was done. The hon. sec., Mr. W. Prosser, read the report 
for the past season. It was the best in point of interest to anglers ever given in 
Worcester. In the first instance, the finances are in a flourishing condition. The 
club have the exclusive right to fish about two and a half miles of the Leigh Brook, 
and three miles upon the River Teme. It was decided to alter the rules in connec- 
tion with hon, members’ contributions, from half to one guinea per annum, and 
ordinary members 5s., with a fine of 6d. if not attending the first Wednesday in each 
month ; all moneys to be spent in paying the rent and looking after the fishery 
against poachers, &c. Last year this club placed in their waters 2,000 young trout. 
On, Tuesday last they repeated the act. The members resolved to communicate with 
other clubs upon the subject of the driggle net upon the Severn. I hope all clubs 
will see their way to join us, and request that we—the anglers—have three or more 
members upon the Severn Fishery Board. The anglers pay nearly half of the S.F.B.’s 
income, and they have not one representative. Brothers of the angle, be up and 
doing. If you are invited, you can obtain your ends; the gentleman who fills the 
chair of the S.F.B. will help anglers.—J. A. GRIFFIN. 





TH# primitive fishermen of the South American Republic of Venezuela enlist the 
voracity of the sucking-fish in their service. The sucking-fish is attached to a 
long line, duly buoyed. The emissary dashes down upon another fish, strikes, and 
attaches itself ; the buoy is seen to bob, when the line is hauled in, with the prey at 
the end of it, 
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HOWICK BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, LORD HOWICK, WOOLWICH. 


On Monday, 20th April, the annual supper and distribution of prizes of the 
above society took place at the Lord Howick, and proved a great success. Great credit 
is due to the host, Mr. C. Howlett, and his assistants for the very tasteful manner in 
which they decorated the room with spring flowers, flags, &c. Fifty members and 
friends sat down to supper, which was placed on the table at eight o'clock, and which, 
from the hearty justice done to it, appeared to give everyone satisfaction. After the 
usual loyal toasts had been given, Mr. Kay undertook the pleasant duty of presenting 
the successful members, viz., Messrs. C. Howlett, Montague, Wisemann, Sullivan, 
Bowles, Hodsell, Foster, Fletcher, T. Howlett, and Davis with prizes: Some capital 
vocal music was contributed by some of themembers. Mr. Reid, the vice-chairman 
of the Woolwich Brothers Piscatorial Society, proposed the toast of the “ Howick 
Brothers,” coupled with the names of the visitors, which was enthusiastically re- 
sponded to. Having proposed the toast of “The Host,’ which Mr. Howlett acknow- 
ledged in a few well-chosen words, Mr. Hodsell went on to state that 32 promises of 
prizes had been given during the evening for the ensuing season, and the proceedings, 








PROSECUTION FOR NETTING.—On Monday last Thomas Dayies appeared at the | 
Shrewsbury Borough Police Court, to an adjeurned summons for netting for salmon | 
within the borough of Shrewsbury, vetween the lst of September and the 15th of 
June. Davies pleaded ignorance of the by-law, and Mr. Salt, who was present on' 
his behalf, submitted that the defendant ought to have been served with a notice of 
the by-law at the time he took his license out, but the Bench held that this was not 
necessary, the by-laws having been published in accordance with the requirements 
of the Act, 1884, but as this was the first case, and Davies promised not to offend 
again between now and the 15th of June, they would dismiss the case on payment 
of costs. This case was reported by Robert Thomas, the water bailiff employed by 
the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society. 
















NOTES AND QUERIES. 


THE Surrey Comet in June, 1871, records a singular capture of a trout in the Thames 
at Kingston. A lad was rowing up the river when he was startled by the ap- 
pearance of a fine fish, which, in rising at a fly, fell into the passing boat and was 
captured. It weighed over 7lb. 


“PRIDAY, the 12th instant, a trout was taken in the Earl of Pembroke’s garden at 
Wilton, near the Palladian-bridge, which weighed fourteen pounds, and measured 
two feet six inches in length,”—Sport Magazine, June, 1801. 


In Dec. 1862, the Thames Angling Preservation Society turned 202 brace of fine 
trout in full spawn into the river between Penton Hook and Teddington ; the fish 
weighed from 1lb. to 2lb. each, and were presented to the Society through the instru- 
mentality of their Hon. Secretary. 


“A TROUT was caught on the 22d, of October, 1829, by Mr. James Hards, of the 
Royal Mills, Dartford, in his mill-head, weighing 12#1b., measuring 23in. in circum- 
fernce,and 30in. in length. This fine fish was sentto Windsor asa present to 
His Majesty.” 

HeAvy Fisu.—According tothe San Francisco Bulletin, a company of the “ Hea- 
then Chinee ” have been engaged thisseason in catching mountain trout from Lake 
Tahoe, and have supplied a large proportion of the dainty fish brought to the San 
Francisco market ; but recently the profits of second dealers have been rendered 
precarious, in consequence of the tendency of mountain trout to feed on such 
nutritious substances as scrap iron. The railroad spikes, rail-clamps, &c., found in the 
stomachs of these fish are of modern pattern, precisely similiar to those used on the 
Central Pacific Railroad, andas the trout do not come ashore in pursuit of such diet, 
it is presumed that the Chinese engaged in their capture know some explanation of 
the mystery. The fish sell at 35c. per lb., and it is not uncommon to find in some of 
the specimens pieces of iron weighing as much as the fish itself—July, 1872. 











AMPSON LOW, & 00.'S PUBLICATIONS. 








A DELIGHTFUL NEW WORK TO ASK FOR AT THE LIBRARIES. 


Will be Ready early Next week, 


A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Eastern 
ARCHIPELAGO: a Narrative of Travel and Exploration. By HENRY | 

O. FORBES, F.R.GS., Fellow of the Scottish Geographical Society; Fellow | 

of the Zoological Society of London ; Member of the Anthropological | 
Institute of Great Britain and Ireland ; Member of the British Ornitholo- 

gists’ Union, With Coloured Frontispiece, numerous Illustrations from the 
Author’s sketches and descriptions, by Mr, John B. Gibbs, and several Maps, 

“Demy 8vo, cloth extra, price 21s. 

Will be ready in a few days, 


Under the Rays of the Aurora Borealis: 
in the Land of the Lapps and Kvens. By Dr. Sophus Tromholt. Edited by | 

Carl Siewers. A Narrative of a Year’s Sojourn and Travels in Lapland, 
Finland, and Russia. With a Popular Scientific Exposition of the Aurora 
Borealis. The Work is Illustrated with 2 Chromo-lithographs, 150 Por- 

traits, Views, Illustrations of the Aurora Borealis, Diagrams, and a Map, 

from the Author’s Photographs and Drawings. Two Vols. large crown 8vo, 

price 30s, | 

Will be ready about the 12th inst., | 

The Rescue of Greely. By Commander W. S. 
SCHLEY, U.S.N., and Prof. J. RUSSELL SOLEY, U.S.N. With Maps and 


Numerous Illustrations, 8vo, cloth extra, price 12s. 6d. 
“A more tragic tale it is impossible to imagine. . The narrative of Capt. Schley and his 
literary colleague is extremely interesting.” —Standard. 


NNOUNCEMENT. 
RR. HENRY fi, STANLEY'S NEW WORK, 
The Congo andthe Founding ofits Free State, 


Will be ready for Publication about the 14th inst., in Two Volumes, 
demy 8vo, fully illustrated, price 42s. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, price 5s., post free, 


British Angling Flies. By MICHAEL THEAKSTON. 
Revised and Annotated by FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. With Woodeut 
Illustrations, and Plates of Natural Flies drawn from life. 

In this Work the Flies are divided into 7 Classes. 
Ist Class.—Browns. | 5th Class.—House Fly, 


Art NE Drakes. 6th 4 Beetles, 
Brad 914) Duns. Ths ,, Ants. 
4th -,, Spinners. 


Fly-fishers will find this an invaluable work, 
Nearly ready, a New Revised and Enlarged Edition of 


Float-Fishing and Spinning in the Notting- 





HAM STYLE, By J. W. MARTIN, the “Trent Otter.” Coloured boards, 
Illustrated, crown S8yvo, 2s. 6d., post free. 


IMPORTANT, ENTIRELY NEW WORK FOR ANGLERS, 


Now ready. Small 4to, 364 pages, cloth extra, 10s, 6d. 


Fly-Rods and Fiy-Tackle. Suggestions as to their 
manufacture and use. By HENRY P. WELLS. Illustrated. 
Contents. 
Fish-hooks and the Principles which 
govern their efficiency. 
How Fish-hooks are male. 


Rod-making. 
Repairs. 
Casting the Fly. 





Lines. Flies and Fly-fishing. 
Leaders, Miscellaneous Suggestions, 
Reels. Full Index, 


Rods and Rod Material. : 
“Professional as well as amateur rod and tackle makers will find this work invaluable—it contains a 
vast amount of information not to be found in any other work on angling.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 


’ ; 
An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dove Dale. 
Being an Account of My Three Weeks’ Holiday in July and August, 1884. 
Imp. 32mo, fancy boards, 1s., post free ; limp leather-cloth, gilt edges, 1s. 6d, 


Recollections of Fly-Fishing for Salmon, 
TROUT, and GRAYLING; with Notes on their Haunts, Habits, and 
History. By EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D., F.L.S., &c. Illustrated by a 
Mezzotint Engraving by FRANCIS-SEYMOUR HADEN, Esq., and other 
Woodeuts. Small post 8vo, printed on handsome paper, cloth extra, 6s., 
post free. 4 SE, 


THE WATERSIDE SHILLING SERIES. By “Red Spinner.” 
No. 1. Waterside Sketches. By «RED SPINNER” 


(Wm, Senior), Imperial 32mo, boards, price 1s., post free, 
Contents, 
The Angler in Ireland. 
Pike-fishing, 
Fresh and Salt. 
Unlucky Days in Wales. 
Our Closing Day. 


Our Opening Day. 

The May Fly. 

The Thames. 

A Holiday in Devonshire. 
In the Midlands. 
Wharfedale, 


Dedicated, by permission, to Henry FAwcnrr, M.P., late Postmaster-General, 


An Angler’s Strange Experiences. . By 
COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. Profusely Illustrated. Small 4to, cloth extra. 
Second and Cheaper Hdition, price 3s. 6d., post free. 
“Given an Angler who is Artist, Poet, Philosopher, and Humourist combined, and you have 
Sp Reena M.A. Genial lovers of the rod will find in his experiences a choice recreation.”—Land 
ne ¢ . 


Small post Svo, cloth, price 3s. 6d., post free. 


The Art of Trout-Fishing on Rapid Streams. 


Comprising a complete system of Fishing the North Devon Streams and © 


their like. With detailed instructions in the art of Fishing with the Arti- 
ficial Fly, the Natural Fly, the Fern, Web, or “ Brackenelock,” Beetle, 
Maggot, Worm, and Minnow, both natural-and artificial. With Dressings 
of Flies for use on the Streams of North Devon throughout the entire 
season. By H. C. CUTCLIFFE, F.R.CS. ua 


LONDON: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 


188, FLEET STREET, E£.C. 





BEDSTEADS 

10,000 BRASS and IRON 

BEDSTEADS in STOCK, fron 
8s. 9d. to 50 Guineas. 

500 BEDROOM SUITES COM- 


PLETE, in STOCK, from 
53 to 200 Guineas. 





The La: gest and 


145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 
TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 
London, W. 


FURNISHING ESTABLISHMENT. 


FURNITURE 
FURNITURE 


By far the Largest and Best 
Selection of First-class 
FURNITURE, CARPETS, 
CURTAINS, &c,, ~ 
in the World. 


& CO,, 


Most Convenient 





BEDDING 
BEDDING 


packers, 


Ry p Pee & CO.’S FURNISHING ESTABLISHMENT, THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD. 


ACRES of SHOW ROOMS for the display of first-class Furniture, ready for immediate 
delivery. Novelties every day from all parts of the Globe, 
this collection of household requisites, it being one of the sights in London. To export: merchants an 
unusual advantage is offered. Having large space, all goods are packed on the premises by experienced 


AN ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE POST’ FREE. 


MAPLE & CO., MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS FURNITURE, 


GARPETS 
CARPETS 


LONDON & PARIS. 


No family ought to furnish before viewing 
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ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND. OF}THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


Warranted 10 Years Old } 
26s, ner fa l, | Carriage Paid. oi AYA per Dozen. 
“A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 


89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 





FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 












The best Preven. 
tive of Cold SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
Relea FREE from FUSEL OU. 


Sojd in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers. 





SOLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.G. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE, 








ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY <A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices, pe ik 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 





As CLP Ik Si Oy Ge Be <a 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢ 
must be addressed to the Bditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
~ addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
= Fi _ part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, inéluding postage 
8 12s, 6d, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, . , : 
All communications respecting Advertisements must. be addressed to the Manager of the- FISHING 

GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clatence Street, Edinburgh. 

Irish Agency—Mr. T, E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 

American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C, Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 

Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co.,, the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. ‘ 
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“FISHING GAZETTE” FUND IN AID OF THE ANGLERS’ 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, ‘ 


WE beg to acknowledge with thanks the following additional sub- 
scriptions to the above :— 


Peerood, Haq’, M.D!) .f2tc, ROserettaeeee nhedusestoes se oy Bienen @ 
Peandrews, Esq., GUitdford se... cceremeseares « “ Began vin Sido 
F. B. Doveton, Esq., Eastbourne *.....u.seceeeeee 010 6” 
Alfred Mackrill, Esq., Kingston... seers ee eer fe stout Soh aerate 
Emanuel. Allen, Esqie.. sss. .ee0s dacshkawase hei 3.255 i oft Os kQoaDiacti 
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MONTHLY NOTES ON zo Dente sia ee TROUT FLIES— 
MAY. 





By Francis M. Wapran. ' 

Berore plunging in medias res, I feel it incumbent on me to tender my 
hearty thanks to those gentlemen who so kindly responded to my request for 
information respecting that béte noire of almost all fly-dressers—the Red 
Spinner, and also his near relative, the White Spinner. I use the word “almost” 
advisedly, as two of my correspondents have, I consider, perfectly mastered the 
difficulty, and sent me patterns of both these insects, which I fancy are the 
most perfect imitations that human hands could produce. Curiously enough, 
all the samples that have reached me are the work of amateurs—not a single 
pet attempted to solve the difficulty. Mr. Macnee, of Pitlochry, 

indly sent me some of his unique “ Pike Scalers” to try in this district ; but 
of them I shall have more to say anon. The two gentlemen whose handiwork 
T have alluded to are Mr. H. S. Hall and Mr. H. ¥. Norris. The former sent 
me five patterns—two white and three red. They are all dressed with the 
detached bodies, and even when examined minutely under a powerful magni- 
fying glass there is not a single fault to find with them ; when I had studied 
them in every detail for about half an bour, I could hardly tell where the work 
was commenced and finished off. Mr. Norris sends me one of each pattern. I 
like his Red Spinner the best, and the same remark applies also to Mr. Hall’s. 
The first warm evening that I see a flight of the real article on the surface of 
the Wharfe I shall give these patterns a careful trial, and will then report 
further on the subject. During last month things were very quiet, considering 
that April should be one of the best months in the year for the fly-fisher. The 
March Brown was conspicuous from its absence ; in fact, I do not think that I 
have seen more than half-a-dozen this season. “Orange Partridge” and “ Dark 
Bloa” proved the most killing artificials on most of the Yorkshire streams ; in 
fact, one day during Easter week, when fishing upon an upper length of the 
Aire, I found the trout took the first-named so well that I fished with three of 
them on my cast in place of other flies that I had commenced with. With 
these preliminary remarks I will now enter upon my list of patterns for “the 
month of flowers.” 

No, 1. Tur Oak Fry.—Body : Orange floss ‘silk, ribbed with lead-coloured 
ditto. Wrap afurness hackle from tail to head, and then snip off the fibres to 
nearly where the wings are set on. Lastly, tie on the wings flat, using for 
them a feather from inside of a woodcock’s wing. Hook No. 1. 

This is an excellent fly to employ upon a thickly-wooded stream ; but upon 
broad, open rivers like the Yore and Wharfe it is of very little use. Only on 
one occasion have I ever seen it successful upon either of those rivers, and that 
was on a typical fishing day during the present month about eighteen years ago. 
There was,at that time living in Ripon an old angler named John Bellaby ; he 
was areal born fisherman, and if he could not bring trout and grayling to 
basket, it was a bad look-out for anyone else. John, another gentleman named 
Dibb, and myself, were having a day’s fly-fishing at Tanfield. As I have re- 
marked before, the day was a perfect one; but, somehow, I could not get hold 
of the fish at all satisfactorily, and at six o’clock turned up at the Bruce Arms 
to meet my companions, who had been on the lower water. To my surprise, 
John Bellaby ,turned out of his creel twenty splendid trout, several of them 
over a pound each, and nearly every one of them had fallen victims to this fly. 
Many a time have I tried it on the Yore since that day, but never again did I 
find it succeed. Both of those veterans have since then joined the majority ; 
but a week or two before Bellaby’s death I was talking over the matter with 
him, and his experience, except on that occasion, was identical with my own ; 
he said he tried it “‘ because he wor fair licked wi’ em: he had tried every flee 
in his book, and that wor his last chance.” 

No. 2. Tue LirrLte Brug Bioa.—Body : Pale buff-coloured mohair, mixed 
with a very little water-rat’s fur. Wings: From a séa-swallow’s feather, set 
well up. legs: Honey dun hackle. Tail: Two strands of the same. Hook 
No. 0. 

On warm evenings during May the surface of the water is sometimes covered 
with this gauzy-looking little insect, and in such cases it is as well to fish with 
three upon your cast at once, for a tail fly employing No. 3, April list—the 
hackle pattern. 

No. 3. Tue May Brown.—Body: Olive silk, ribbed with light brown. 
Wings: Ruddy grey feather from a partridge’s back. ‘Legs: Olive-stained 
hackle. Tail: Three strands of the-same. Hook No. 1. 

I think that this fly is analogous to the Turkey Brown of Ronalds, although 
the latter gives rather a different dressing. It is a very useful fly, and I have 
frequently had very good sport. with it upon.the Yore. On the Wharfe and 
other Yorkshire streams I cannot say I have done much execution with it. 

No. 4. Tue Lirrte OLIVE Bioa,—Body ; Olive silk, ribbed with pale lemon- 
coloured ditto. Wings: Light’ starling’s feather, dipped in onion dye. . Legs : 
Blue dun hackle. Tail: Two strands of the same. Hook No. 0, 

This also isa good evening fly. “It is taken’ best when the water is low and 
clear just before dusk. 

No. 5. Tur Grouse Hackie.—Body : Orange silk, tipped with gold tinsel ; 
hackled with the mottled feather. from .the back, of.a.cock grouse. Hook 
No. 1; ae : Phigewa . : ; 

A splendid killer ina brown water, clearing after a fresh. Under such cir- 
cumstances I have frequently seen the trout take this fly with such avidity that 
the whole of the feather has been torn away during the, course of a few hours’ 
fishing. J once killed nineteen trout in two hours upon the river Laver at 
Ripon (this is a small tributary of the Skell, and is preserved by the Ripon 
Angling Club). .The fish rose at two flies only—one of them Stewart’s Red 
Spider, and ‘the other this fly. I could not fish longer, having some business 
to attend to, or else I believe I could have easily doubled the catch. 

No. 6. THE BrackEN CLock.—Body :\ Red-brown silk, with a turn of 
bronze’ peacock’s herl, hackled with feather from corncrake. ~ Hook No. 1. 

This fly isa most useful one upon almost any river. It is a great favourite 
of Mr. Cummins, the well-known Durham angler. \ He informs me that he uses 
it almost all the year round, and generally finds that it kills its share of fish. 
He was the first to bring it to my notice, and since I have tried it in Yorkshire 
T am quite convinced of its merits. 

No. 7. Tur Hackitep Dun.—Body : Pale yellow mohair, mixed with alittle 
dark fur from a hare’s ear, hackled with the short feather from under wood- 
cock’s wing, near the butt. Hook No. 0, ; 

A-good fly for small streams, ‘such as'Skell,) Laver, Codbeck, &c. It is most 
successful during a low, clear state of the water. 

No. 8.. Top ORANGE Fiy,—Body.: Orange floss silk, ribbed very neatly with 
green peacock’s her! ; hackled with a couple of turns of a furnesshackle. Hook 
No. 0. . 

This is essentially a fly for low water and bright,’ sunny weather. Under 
such circumstances both trout and dace take it well ; and in the autumn it is an 
excellent pattern for grayling. Mr. Eaton, of Matlock’ Bath, makes a similar 


canes ee 








of unusually good trout for the Yore, just above Tanfield Rridge, some three 
years ago—I believe with this fly. Wasn't this so, Mr. M, Ne 3 i 

These eight patterns, used in conjunction with Nos. 8, 5, and 6, April list, 
will be found, I think, amply sufficient for this month. ‘There is, however, one 
more fly that makes its début about May 25th, which I must say a few words 
about before concluding. ‘This is the Stone Fly, or May Fly, as 1% is called in 
some parts of Yorkshire. Upon those streams where the natural fly is to be 
found in any quantity there is no finer phase of sport than a real good day’s 
Stone Fly fishing. Many and many a time have I filled my pannier with trout 
by this means, and I hope may do it many a time in the future, The “Larva,” 
or “ Creeper,” as it is termed, is an equally good bait. Itis fished up-stream 
with fine tackle, upon the same principle as clear water worm, using a couple of 
No. 1 fly hooks tied a little distance above each other. ‘I'he most suitable time 
to fish the Creeper is when the river is just commencing to rise during a flood 
about the middle of May. This has the effect of washing the insects from 
under the stones, and then every trout is upon the look-out. Another favour- 
able time is when the Creeper is about to turn into the Stone Fly. I like to 
use the fly itself when the river is low and clear. Use three yards of the very 
finest drawn gut, and wade carefully up-stream, casting the ily into every little 
run or eddy that is likely to sheltera trout. When you sce the fish come up 
and take the fly, drop your hand a little, then strike with a very gentle turn of 
the wrist only. This reminds me of an incident that happened to me on the 
Yore some four or five yearsago, I was going to have a day’s Stone Fly fishing 
upon a capital length of water near Masham, and a young friend, whose ideas 
upon fishing were not of a very advanced order, asked if he might accompany 
me. I willingly acceded to his request, and about 9.30 a.m. we commenced 
operations, ‘The river is pretty broad at this point, so I took one side of the 
stream and my friend the other. Within the first few minutes I had-basketed 
trout No. 1, and was just engaged in drinking his health, when I heard a terrific 
yell from my friend across the stream, ‘‘ What’s the matter now ?” I shouted. 
“ Gone over your waders ?” 

“A real beauty has just smashed me! 
was the response. 

Now, I think that one of the most exasperating angling companions you 
can possibly have is the novice who every five minutes is shouting for you “to 
get him loose,” “Can you undo this ravel ?” or ‘“ Do fit.us up again, old fellow , 
I have just been smashed by a beauty,” the real cause of the latter catastrophe 
generally being a submerged pile, or some such obstruction, 

I murmured something under my breath, and, with the resignation of a 
martyr, struck out across the stream, refitted his tackle, and then returned to 
my fishing. This pleasing little episode was repeated four times within an 
hour, and then seeing that at that rate my stock of spare tackle would very 
soon be exhausted, I sat down ona rock near at hand and watched my friend’s 
proceedings. Very soon a nice fish about Soz. rose fairly at his fly, and just as 
he took it the rod was jerked upwards as though he was striking a live-bait 
tackle into a horny-mouthed old pike; of course, the result was as before. 
“ Now, then, did you see that?” excitedly gasped the angler. ‘I should think 
I did,” was my calm reply, ‘‘and only wonder the rod-top has not gone as well 
before this. However, as that is my last piece of spare tackle, I will find youa 
nice hole for bottom-fishing,’ and to this exhilarating occupation I left him, 
and resumed my Stone Fly fishing in uninterrupted peace for the remainder of 
the day. 

I have seen artificial Stone Flies dressed with wings formed from thinly- 
shaved horn or gutta-percha ; but excepting in very rough water, or a strong 
wind, they are not an atom of use, It is the same as in minnow-fishing : there 
is nothing to beat the real thing. Of course, this fly is of no use on rivers where 
it is not found, On the Otley Club water the natural fly is forbidden. This 
I consider is a mistake, as in actual practice Stone Fly fishing is as sportsman- 
like and fair a method of angling as artificial fly or minnow. On the Burnsall 
and Kilnsey lengths members only are allowed to fish it. Asa general rule, 
Creeper fishing commences about April 20, and. continues until the Stone Fly 
appears, which is usually about May 20. The Creepers with most yellow about 
them are taken most freely, and in the same way the female Stone Fly is a far 
greater favourite with the fish than the male, or ‘ Jacks,” as they are called in 
Yorkshire. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, via Leeds, 


Do come and fit me up again!” 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


VerY many anglers, éspecially in the North of England, will hear with deep 
regret that Mr. Richard Routledge, of Carlisle, better known as “ Dicky Rout- 
ledge,” died last Monday, of congestion of the brain, after a brief illness. He 
looked the picture of a hale, hearty, jolly angler when we saw him last fishing 
his favourite stream, the Eden, and making the fish come out as if by magic. 
He was one of the best all-round anglers and fly makers the North has pro- 
duced. We must give a few notes about him next week. 
* * * * 

Mr. 8. Howarth, 184, Station-road, Burton-on-Trent, writes : “I send you for 
notice one of my patent tension check reels. You will see it is an ordinary 
Nottingham reel, with felt and metal washer put on under the nut, by tighten- 
ing which any amount of check can be put on at a moment’s notice.” As Mr. 
Howarth points out, the cost of this check is trifling, 

* * * 

A member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, who kindly offers an angling work him- 
self, says : ‘‘ I feel sure, if the members were asked, many of them would witii 
pleasure present the club with works on angling, and especially on fly-fishing.” 
A good many volumes have already been promised. There will be no difficulty 
in the case of duplicates being sent of exchanging them for other works. 

= bd ae Re % 


Some of the best, and certainly the cheapest, detached-bodied duns on eyed- 
hooks made by professionals which we have yet seen are now being sold by 
Messrs. G. Little and Co., of 63, Haymarket, London. The usual price is 5s. 
a dozen ; these are 4s. We have no_ hesitation in recommending fly-fishermen 
to try these flies, especially the smaller sizes. 

An angler wrote to us the other day pointing out that flies on eyed-hooks 
could not be used as droppers. It seems to us that nothing can be easier than 
to fasten them on a bit of fine gut, and then to the cast by one of the many 
ways of attaching droppers to the cast. We frequently use them in this 
way. 

y * * * * * 

_ The paper warfare on the eyed-hook question, much as it is to be regretted 
in some respects, has unquestionably done much good. In the first place, it 
has led to great improvement in the make of the hooks, and to their careful 


THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


fly, which he stylos his “ Little Red.” ‘The dressing is not identical, but ig an | manufacture by some of our leading firms, 
equally good killer, I fancy our worthy Editor will recollect ‘ nailing” a brace 
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Anglera will please themselves ; 
but if seems to us that no one who gives trout flies on eyed-hooks a careful 
trial will fail to see their great advantages, In the first place, you are able to 
suit your gut to the nature of the water you are jishing. Secondly, you find 
the flies stand far more “drying” without cracking off. Thirdly, you can 
renew the gut as often as you like—a thing impossible to do when the fly is 
fastened to gut in the ordinary way. 
* * * # 

The Rev. J. Gregory was drowned while angling in the Monnow on 
April 30. ; 

* * * * 

So many of our readers, both amateur and professional, keep poultry for the 
purpose of getting feathers for fly-making and hard-boiled eggs for angling 
outings, that we have much pleasure in drawing their attention to the fact that 
Messrs. Cassell and Co.-have just brought out a cheap edition of “ Wright's 
Book of Poultry,” the standard work on th» subject. This handsome quarto 
volume is crammed with fine illustrations, is as full of information as an egg 
is of meat, and isa marvel of cheapness ; in fact, knowing as we do something 
about the cost of getting up works of this kind, our wonder is that Messrs. 
Cassell can afford to sell it for half-a guinea, 

x oo * * * 

One of the most notable features of the recent visit of the Prince and’ 
Princess of Wales to Belfast was the illumination of the premises of Messrs. 
Robinson and Cleaver. It was generally admitted that the display on the front. 
of their warehouse in High-street has never been equalled by any private firm. 
Messrs. Defries and Sons had carte blanche to do the best they could, and 
they did it. Conspicuous among a host of minor fluminations was a magnificent 
crystal star 30ft. in circumference, containing all the colours of the rainbow, 
and so constructed as to revolve by an ingenious contrivance. Messrs. Robinson 
and Cleaver’s is the only firm in Belfast (save one) who are entitled to use the 
Royal arms and style themselves Royal tradesmen, and they are to be warmly 
congratulated for making such a patriotic display in a country where loyalty is 
supposed to be at a discount. 

* ES Es * # 

The well-known firm of Messrs. Chubb, of Queen Victoria-street, E.C., have 
earned the gratitude of their workpeople by the erection of a handsome build- 
ing, containing a coffee-tavern, lecture-hall, library, and workmens’ dwellings 
in connection with their works in Glengall-road, Old Kent-road. The institu- 
tion was recently opened by the Earl of Harrowby, supported by the Earl of 
Aberdeen, the Right Hon. Sir R. Cross, M.P., Sir W. McArthur, M.P., and the 
Messrs. Chubb, who made every arrangement for the comfort of a large number 
of visitors—ladies and gentlemen deeply interested in the important question 
of the housing of the working classes. Mr. J, C, Chubb is well known to many 
of our readers as an enthusiastic angler, and we wish his firm all success in 
their philanthropic effort to make the homes and lives of their workpeople 
more cheerful and comfortable. What immense good would be done if other 
large employers of labour would follow their example. 

* * * * * 


“For some time past,” says the Christchurch Times, “a large number of 
salmon kelts had been lying in the river above Knapp Mill, waiting to get 
down to the sea, their progress being stopped by the weir. As many as fifty of 
them attempted to pass under the waterwheel, and were killed.” Most people 
will agree with our contemporary’s remark that ‘this wholesale destruction of 
fish must of necessity shorten the supply of fish next year, and seems to reflect 
rather seriously upon the arrangement by which the fish are hindered in their 


free course between the river and the sea.” 
* * x * * 


Ay 


Mr. Knight, the Hon. Sec. of the Henley-on-Thames Fishery Preservation 
Association, writes to ask us if we will assist him “in raising a small sum to 
place a stone over Greville Fennell’s grave.” Weshall be glad to subscribe, and 
also to send to Mr. Knight any contributions forwarded to us for the purpose. 
It will be a disgrace to the angling community if they let Greville F.’s resting- 
place be forgotten for want of a stone. 

* * * * * 

In an occasional note a week or two back we said that one of the little Black 
Gnats might be well imitated by Mr. Macnee, of Bohally, Pitlochry, by making 
it with pike-scale wing, flat on body. He now sends us some samples, and we 
think they are by far the best imitation of the black-bodied ‘“ Ouss,” with glass- 
like, flat wings, which so often worries anglers. Last Saturday evening we 
waded up the splendid shallow below Hungerford Bridge ; hundreds of trout 
were rising like mad at this particular ‘‘ Cuss,” andit was perfectly useless to float 
the daintiest artificial over them, they would not look at it,; then we wished for 
Macnee’s “ Cuss,” and if anything would have done, that would. Finding dry 
fly useless, and wanting a fish or two, we did what we have often found good 
for a brace or two at least—viz., put on a larger fly, and then fished it down 
stream in what is known by ardent dry flyers as the “chuck and chance 
it” style. A brace of good fish, and three or four lost, was the result ina few 
minutes. . 

* * * * 


The following note is addressed to shavers only. 
* * * * * 


Anglers and other sportsmen who visit out-of-the-way places and sleep at 


inns, farmhouses, or in other lodgings, know how almost impossible it is to get 


hot, or even warm, water forshaving with. This difficulty in obtaining that 
great comfort, a clean shave, is quite obviated by an extremely simple, 
inexpensive, and useful little invention called ‘* The Prometheus Shaving Lamp 
and Brush Combined,” recently patented by Messrs. Williams and Co., Newhall- 
street, Birmingham. We can, with the greatest confidence, recommend it as 
offering the following advantages :—You can get boiling water in two minutes. 
If you place your razor in the hot water while you are lathering, the edge is 
practically renewed owing to the expansion of the steel, and you rarely require 
to use a strop. It will not occupy more space in your creel than a half-pound 
trout ; it is equally useful at home. Tho lamp, tube, and brush all 
pack into a small box ; the lamp will often be useful when you want a little 
hot water quickly for soaking fly-cast, &c. Particulars of prices, &c., will be 
found in our advertising columns. 
% * % ra 

Every salmon angler who knows the Aberdeenshire Dee will regret to hear 
that some of the best catches about Banchory have been rented by pot-hunters, 
who sell almost every fish they catch. (See our Aberdeen correspondent’s report.) 
Fancy any holder of a rod on the Itchen, Kennett, Test, or any other good 
trout stream, trying to sell his fish! He might sell one lot, but ‘‘ never again,” 
once it got known. 3 ‘ 
* * * 


No wonder such “ gentlemen” object to have their catches made public. 
* * * * * 


The National Fish Culture Association have presented the Thames Angling 
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Preservation Association, through its President, Mr, Thomas Spreckley, with | he was more than half the time out of the water, he managed to get away, and wa: 
three thousand young landlocked salmon and three thousand young trout. |: soon lost to sight but “to memory dear.”—C. NrwMay, sec. 


The fish were on Thursday last safely deposited in the T,A.P.S, rearing stream, 
in the presence of Mr. Spreckley and several other gentlemen interested in 
the increase of fish in the Thames. 
* * * * * 
Visitors to the Inventionaries must remember that the most interesting ex- 
hibit in the whole place is that made by the National Fish Culture Association. 
* * * 


Mr. Marcus H. Lewis, the Hon. Treasurer of the Newbury Angling Associa- 
tion, in presenting the annual report, made a remark which deserves a note of 
grateful acknowledgment. ‘It only behoves us, one and all, to make strangers 
to our town welcome, by endeavouring to show them sport in our trout 
streams,” 

* * * * * 

Among too many of the provincial angling associations the feeling as re- 

gards a stranger is to “’eave arfa brick at him.” 








‘CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The monthly meeting of this society took place at their club-house, the George 
and Dragon, High-street, Acton, on Tuesday evening last. The secretary, Mr. J. 
Williams, haying read the minutes of the previous one, which were confirmed, next 
proceeded to read the correspondence, the first being the ‘“‘ Annual Report of the 
Anglers’ Association,” which was thought to be very satisfactory, particularly that 
portion relating to the railway privilege tickets ; all the members present giving in 
their names and money to the secretary for this year’s privilege tickets, forms having 
been ineluded with the report.of the Anglers’ Association for list of names requiring 
‘the tickets. A letter was also read from Mr. Roach, of the Golden Barbel Angling 
Society, inviting our members to their annual visit on Wednesday next; at which 
several of our members promised to attend. Several new members were then pro- 
posed and duly elected. Messrs. W. Eydmann and Robertson reported that they had 
been out trout-fishing at Shepperton ; but that they had not been successful in 
landing, although Mr. Robertson missed one while spinning with artificial bait ; he 
also had a very large one, at least 8lb. or 91b. in weight, take his live-bait clean off 
the hooks, and turn a somersault out of the water, and then to depart in peace with 
his prize. They are going again this week to have another try, as there are some 
beauties there. Upon the motion of Mr. H. Howell, it was resolved that they should 
have their Annual Dinner on Wednesday, the 10th of June, tickets, 3s. each. There 
is expected to be a strong muster. A sub-committee appointed consists of Messrs. 
W. Hydmann, W. Howell, F. Blake, Hall, and Pearce to carry it out —W. E. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly committee meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday last ; Mr. P. Geen, president, taking the chair at 8.30 p.m. The 
secretary, Mr. Ghurney, read the minutes of the previous committee meeting, which 
were duly passed and signed. Mr. Ghurney and Mr. Field reported that they had 
visited various waters on the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway, and gave 
an interesting account of their journey, and some arrangements they had been able 
to make for the benefit of members holding the privilege ticket of the Anglers’ 
Association. There are many other places to visit, and when this has been done a 
report will be drawn up and submitted to the committee. Theall-important subject 
of re-stocking the river Lea was the next business under consideration ; and it was 
suggested that a separate fund should be started with this end in view, and 
subscriptions invited towards so desirable an object. The committee have 
reason to know that numbers of influential gentlemen entirely outside 
the Association fully sympathise with the object, and are willing to give 
their support when once a start is made. Mr. Ghurney reported that a warrant was 
out for the apprehension of a bargeman for netting at Uxbridge. The warrant is 
at present in the hands of an active and intelligent officer, who hopes before long to 
have the pleasure of serving it. Mr. Ghurney had also received a report from our 
bailiff ut Clapton, Mr. T. Verdun, informing him of an assault upon himself by six 
men whom he warned off for illegally fishing, The matter is at present under the 
consideration of the Lea Conservancy, and as the addresses of the lot are known 
more will probably be heard of it in the course of a few days at the police-court. A 
deputation, consisting of Messrs. Ghurney, Manning, and Tibbatts of the Anglers’ 
Association, and Crumplen and Medcalf of the Central Association, waited by 
appointment upon Mr. G. P. Neele, superintendent of the line, on Wednesday morn- 
ing, May 6th, for the purpose of endeavouring to regain the privilege on the London 
and North-Western Railway. The deputation was received with the utmost courtesy, 
and all that could be urged was listened to with marked attention. Although 
nothing as yet has been definitely arrived at, the deputation are not without hopes 

‘that some slight concessions may be granted. The reason for this cannot at present 
be stated ; but certainly, as one of the deputation observed, there is “a ray of hope.” 
—H., J. TIBBATTS, 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION (WESTERN DISTRICT). 

A very successful visit was paid to the Duke of Norfolk, on April 22nd. On the 
roll being called, the following clubs responded :—Bostonians, Cobden, Duke of 
Norfolk, Ealing Dean, Golden Barbel, Prince of Wales, Queen’s, and City of London, 
The next visit will be paid to the Golden Barbel, York Minster, Foley-street, Port- 
- land-road, on Tuesday next, May 12th. This club being a good visitor to others, I 
hope to see a large muster.—J. JENNINGS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION VISITING LIST No. 2. 
The next return visit on this list will take place at the Eustonian Angling Society, 
held at the King’s Head, Swinton-street, Gray’s Inn-road, on Monday, May 11th, 
when the company of those clubs that have supported this list so well will be 
esteemed a great favour by—F. THORLING. 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 
A special meeting will take place on Friday, May 15th, at 9 o’clock—J, A, 
FItTcH, sec. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. E. J. Withers, of this society, had another “smack” at the trout on Wednesday, 
the 29th ult., and again on Saturday last. On the former day he was fishing at 
Penton Hook in a punt, with jcwt. overboard to steady it, and hooked a fish. Finding 
himself in a kind of dilemma in consequence of not having a landing net, and not 
being able to hold the fish and the }cwt. as well, he shouted to Mr. Jones, the 
respected landlord of the Swan, at Staines, who happened to be looking on about a 
quarter of a mile off, in the hope that he could help him ; but after having regained 
some of the wind he must have lost running that quarter of a mile, he trotted off 
again. In the mean time the fish was playing some rare pranks, performing various 
somersaults in the air. I don’t know if Mr. W. said anything to himself or the fish, 
but I should imagine he did. However, after three attempts to land him he at 
last managed to accomplish the feat, when nearly* dusk, with his right hand, the 
gentleman proving himself to be a 44 pounder. “Two sudden blows with a ragged 
stick and one with a heavy stone,” &c., and then beer ho !—Jones and the lock-keeper 
coming to the rescue, but too late, except, I presume, to drink success to the next 
monster. On Saturday last he was not so fortunate, haying hooked what he supposed 
@ six-pounder, who, after tantalising Mr. W, for five minutes, during which period 





CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIRTY. 

The weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo, Colls in the chair. Ordi- 
nary business was carried out. But few takes of fish were reported. Mr. H. G. 
Read has had some capital sport with the Thames trout at Marlow, numbers making 
up for sizes, many being returned. One trout of fair size was caught in private 
waters, at Astwich Beds. Two large perch and two small jack were taken, also at 
Marlow, but returned, by Mr. Read. Our ever-watchful and courageous keeper, T. 
Verdun, came across five men fishing the Lea last week, and he got the names and 
addresses of two of them. The others set on him, but he gave a good account of 
himself to each of them, and although not himself coming off quite scathless, he 
managed to get the poachers to the police station, where they were charged, but I 
have not yet heard with what result. The very heavy and general rains have, I pre- 
sume, sadly interfered with all waters, but the true angler must again console him- 
self with the ‘ hope” of better weather.—HENRyY Howse. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The first meeting of this society for the current season was held at the club-room, 
at the Duke’s Head Hotel, on Monday evening, the 4th inst. The meeting—which 
was a large and influential one, many of the best known local piscators being 
present—was presided over by the president, Dr. Mitchell, Mr. T. Freeman occupying 
the vice-chair. The minutes of the previous meeting, at which the officers for the 
ensuing twelve months bad been proposed, were duly confirmed, the result being 
that all the old officers were re-elected, with the exception of one of the auditors, 
Mr. Lowne, Fuller’s Hill, naturalist to the society, replacing Mr. G. Archard. The 
society, which now numbers between 120 and 130 members, expects to be 
largely reinforced during the ensuing season from amongst the anglers in 
the Loudon and other districts, and will probably have enrolled something like 200 
names before the summer has passed. Already a contest to be fished some time in 
June has been mooted, and that it will shortly take a practical form is proved by 
the fact of there being now two prizes in hand to be fished for ; these, of course, will 
be supplemented by three or four others, and a numerously-attended tournament 
will, it is hoped, be the result. It was proposed by the president, and seconded by 
the treasurer, Mr. Brasnett, that certain periodicals pertaining to angling, &c., 
should be subscribed for at the expense of the society, and displayed in the 
club-room for the use of the members, and that twelve months’ 
subscription should be paid in advance; this was carried unanimously. As the 
annual subscriptions are’ now due, the officers trust that that they will be paid in to 
the treasurer or secretaries as early as convenient, as, according to the rules, no 
member can participate in the benefits of the society unless his annual subscription 
is paid. As the meeting will now be held every Monday evening at 9 p.m., large 
attendances of the members are expected. Reports from the fishing stations are 
very satisfactory, sport having been good at many of them. The president and vice- 
president weighed in 25lb. bream, roach, and perch. Messrs. Bonfellow and Lee 
were at Fritton a few days ago and had some fair sport. Mr. Brasnett and party 
were also at Fritton recently, and were highly satisfied with the result. So early in 
the season this prognosticates well.—A. M. 


FRIENDLY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

This venerable angling club has just put into circulation amongst its members 
the list of prizes for the year 1885. It is issued in a greatly improved form ; instead 
of a long’ sheet only suitable for a wall, it is now printed ona card, which, on being 
twice folded, makes it very convenient for the pocket, the front side haying a 
beautifully-executed monogram of the society’s initials in relief in verdant green, 
with the headquarters of the society underneath. There is one remarkable fact in 
connection with the prize-list, that, with the exception of three guineas from the 
club, thé amount is contributed by the members, and upon the condition that “all 
prizes to be paid in before 30th November, 1885, won or not,” and it is stipulated 
that ‘‘ No member to take more than three prizes with one society's prize.’ The 
total amount of prizes subscribed by the members is £108 13s. 6d., and by the 
society, £3 3s. They areall carefully classified under the head of each species of 
fish, as follows ; There are six prizes for trout, amounting to £15 15s.; six for jack, 
of the value of £24 3s., one being special for the taking of a fish of 20lb., to be the 
property of the society, to be offered from year to year, until taken, £8 8s, in money, 
and a silver cup of £5 5s. This prize must be a much-coveted one, and a great 
stimulant to some of the well-known knights of the rod attached to the club. Two 
prizes for perch, £3 2s. 6d.; five for roach, £9 9s.; six for dace, £6 6s.; four for 
chub, £4 4s. ; one for carp, £1 1s.; one for grayling, 10s. 6d.; two for bream, £2 2s. ; 
one for tench, 10s. 6d. ; three for barbel, £5 15s. 6d.; one for gudgeon, £1 ls. ; one 
for eels, £1 1s. Two, of £5 5s. each, for specimens ; one for fish taken with the fly, 
and one otherwise. One for a Wednesday outing, £6 16s. 6d.; one for a Sunday 
outing, £7 17s.6d.; four for specified dwys, £4 14s. 6d.; two for gross weight, 
£6 16s. 6d., one being £5 5s. for Thames fish, and three for best specimens, 
£1 11s. 6d. Thesociety has need to congratulate itself on its very successful posi- 
tion, which is attributable to several causes—the untiring energy of its hon. sec., 
Mr. C. M. Le Good ; an excellent treasurer in Mr. C. H. Woodhall; and the unani- 
mity and goodfellowship of its members, who are limited as to number, with 
plenty always ready to fill up any vacancy. The Friendly Anglers’ Society is one of the 
oldest contributors to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and, on the forma- 
tion of an auxiliary committee to that society, was one of the six angling clubs that 
was represented at the first meeting of that body, at the Granby Arms, South 
Audley-street, on the 26th of June, 1843, Mr. Joseph Bowbotham and Mr. Robert 
Dick being the delegates. The societies then enrolled were in the following order : 
Friendly Anglers, Piscatorial Society, United Sons of Walton, United Society of 
Anglers, The Amicable, and True Waltonians. The object of this committee was to 
obtain additional subscribers to the T.A.P.S., and to bring under its notice any 
matter of interest to the anglers and of value to the fishery.—B. 


FOLKESTONE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The opening supper of this society was held at the Rose Hotel on Friday evening. 
In the absence of the president (Mr. A. J. Crane). Mr. H. T. Samson occupied the 
chair, and among those present were Messrs. J. N. Rogers (Hon. Treasurer), T. J. 
Harrison (Hon. Sec.), 8. Joseph, C. W. Wedderburn, H. Waite, H. Jordan, F. Francis, 
R. Goulden, R. Pope, Webster, Ralph, Kemp, G. Saxby, Russell, and others. The 
menu, which consisted entirely of fish, was as follows : Oysters, salmon with cucum- 
ber, turbot with lobster sauce, soles, gurnard, smelts, and whitebait. The supper 
was admirably served by Mr. Ralph in one of the spacious rooms recently added t> 
the hotel. At the conclusion of the repast the chairman gave the usual loyal toasts, 
which were duly honoured, and then the toast of the evening, “ Success to the 
Folkestone Piscatorial Society,” with which he coupled the name of the honorarv 
secretary. He congratulated the society upon the prosperous career which ws 
before it, and briefly referred to the advantages which its existence would confer 
upon anglers in the neighbourhood, and the encouragement which it would give to 
the sport. Mr. Harrison, in replying, said he was pleased to announce that the 
society already numbered thirty-four members, and that several prizes had been 
offered by various members to be competed for in the coming season. He also sid 
that he had arranged for the opening day’s fishing to take place in a piece of water 
80 acres in extent, which the ewner had kindly placed at their disposal. The society, 
he said, was composed of two classes of members, fishing and honorary, and its 
objects were to encourage fair angling, to disseminate knowledge of piscatorial 
matters, and to associate for social conversation and harmony. A book had been 
procured in which the weights and particulars of all fish taken will be entered, and 
this book will be open to the inspection of members on every meeting night (the 
first and third Friday in each month). The entrance fee is 2s, 6d., and the sub- 
scription merely anominal one, The health of Mr, J. N. Rogers, the hon. treasurer, 
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who takesa great interest in the welfare of the society, was also drunk, and the com- 
pliment was briefly acknowledged by that gentleman. During the evening Mr. H. 
Jordan and others sang some capital songs, and the short time which intervened 
between the termination of the repast and the hour for closing was passed in a most 
harmonious manner. ' 


GLOBE ANGLING:-SOCIETY;,::.. ey 

The next. smoking concert, in aid.of the Anglers’ Benevolent. Fund, will. be 
given by the above society this.(Saturday) evening. at their, headquarters, the 
George Hotel. Fonthill-road, Finsbury-park, N., upon which occasion. we shall take 
it as a great fayour if any. brother. angler, or friend will give us a call, and assist us 
to make ita success.. Frequent trains and tram-cars to.and from the City and West- 
End, Chairman, Mr. W, Brown. vice-chairman,. Mr. G. Brown. .To. commence at 
8 o'clock ; carriages at 11.30.—J. J. Honus, sec. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. ; : 
Our annual supper and distribution of prizes took place on the 29th. April, when 
an excellent muster of members and friends were present, and everything passed off 
in a capital style. After, the cloth was -cleared a hearty yote of thanks was 
accorded to our worthy, host ; the. remainder of the evening was spent in harmony. 
Mr. Blemham, chairman, assisted. by Mr,, Gramlick, vice-chairman, distributed. the 
prizes, consisting of over fhirty inmumber,;.a substantial list of prizes.was also.giyen 
for the ensuing season... Some capital songs were sung during the evening, and a 
yery pleasant.evening came to,a.close with a. yote of thanks to thé chairman and 
vice-chairman. AI] members are particularly requested to present themselves at the 
club-house on Wednesday, May Ith, for the election of new officers for the ensuing 

season..—H, BINGLE; sec. ; hehe 


; LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our mecting last week was a;very good one, and enjoyable ;. but, beyond ordinary 
and routine business, there was not much to do, . Mr..Dunne presented three books 
to the library, including the .“ Anglers’. Diary, 1885 —auseful book ; but, looking 
through it, I noticed one, or two incorrect statements—one especially,, that the 
“Vyrniew,.” from Llanymynech upwards a considerable distance, was preserved, by an 
association, This has not been so for two years, as the association;came to grief, that 
time ago, I beg to thank, publicly, through the medium of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
Mr. Morgan, hon. sec. “ Shrewsbury Severn Angling Association,” for the courtesy 
and kindness of his letters answering mine.—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec, 


MARLBOROUGH ANGLING. SOCIETY, 

To all whom it may concern.: The meeting nights of the members of this society, 
held at Mr. Williamson’s, the Marlborough ,Head, Marmont-road, Peckham, have 
been changed to Sunday and Wednesday evenings,.and all communications to be 
addressed to Mr. Holloway, secretary, at the above address.— PIx1k; 


NEWBURY ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The annual meeting of this association was held on Tuesday evening last at the 
Queen’s Hotel, under the presidency of Mr. J. Packer. Mr. Marcus H. Lewis, the 
hon treasurer, presented the following report :—‘‘In presenting the sixth annual 
report of this association, I am glad to say that we have every reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the result. Assuming our receipts to be equal to last year. that is, 
£95 6s. 11d., we shall, after paying all our rental, havea balance left of £32.123,,11d., 
which will nearly wipe out the few billsagainst the association, ..But, gentlemen; I 
take a more hopeful view than this; at a.cost of,something less. than £6 we haye 
been able to turn into.the trout stream.no less than 204 brace of, fine, healthy trout, 
from lb. to 2lb. each, fish well removed from infancy, oh well able to take care of 
themselves—fish which would have cost us to have bought something like £30. 
Having thus improved our streams at so small a cost, I look forward to a great 
increase of members, by which I hope that our .next. report will show 
not. only all our liabilities paid, but a balanee at the bank in onr favour. 
It only behoves us, one and all, to make strangers to our town welcome, by 
endeavouring to show them sport in our trout streams, even at the sacrifice of a few 
hours’ fishing on the part of,any local member of the association... This, believe me, 
is the surest way t9 make our association prosper. This, and nothing short of this, 
willinduce new members to join and make ,this association a grand success,” On 
the motion of Mr, G. J. Cosburn, seconded by Mr. Walker, the report was unani- 
mously adopted. The committee was re-elected, as were also. the , hon.. treasurer, 
Mr, M. H. Lewis, and the hon. sec., Mr. Jos. Smith, Votes of thanks were presented 
to the officers of the association, and the meeting concluded with a similar compli- 
ment to the chairman for his valuable services to the association. It. was reported 
that, excellent sport was enjoyed last season. Mr. Morgan mentioned that he fished 
86 hours, hooked 137 fish,, killed 48, returned the remainder to the water, being 
undersized, ' 








NORTH-EASTERN, ANGLING SOCIETY, ’ 

The Clout Testimonial Committee met on the 6th inst... when they arranged for 
the collection of the subseription cards. Hach-society will be waited on by members 
of the committee for the same, due notice of their yisit being previously given. Our 
annual supper and distribution of prizes takes place on the 2Ist inst.—G..T. 
FLETCHER, sec. 











PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A fair attendance of members on Tuesday last; Mr. G. Durant in the chair, Mr. 
J. Stidolph in the vice, The committee submitted the revised-rules, which, with 
few alterations, were passed. ,The annual, dinner is fixed for June 9th, A. Brodie, 
Esq., in the chair. Members are requested to apply early for tickets, as the number 
is limited, Several of our members.will journey to Staines on the 17th to dine with 
the members of the 2nd. Surrey A.S. At the conclusion. of the meeting on the 
5th we had the pleasure of wishing our respected, chairman ‘Many Happy 
Returns of the Day.” That he may live long to work for the Peckham Brothers is 
the sincere wish of--GADYFLY. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary monthly meeting of the above society was numerously attended, last 
Wednesday evening. at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. R. C. Blundell, T. Huggett, J. Patterson, W. B. Adlington, D. Goodger, 
#. Butler, I. H. Lemann, W, M, Jesse, C, C. Blundell, E.. Foreman, T. R, Sachs. H. 
Gray, and the Honorary Secretary, Mr, H. H. Harden. was unanimously yoted to 
the chiir, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and con- 
firmed, but little time was occupied by the ordinary routine business,, so that the 
chairman was able, early in the evening, to proceed with election of two new 
members. Mr. J.H. Ll. Neish, proposed by Mr. H. H. Harden, seconded by Mr. H.B. 
Brown ; and Mr. W. J. Don Bavand, proposed by Mr, T. R. Sachs, seconded by Mr. 
I, H. Lemann, were both unanimously elected. Mr, R. S. Fennings, the honotary 
treasurer, made a few remarks concerning the prizes for the ensuing season, and he 
suid there was every prospect of them being as valuable as in former years. Last 
year the total value of the prizes offered was about £96, and this year all the com- 
petitions are to be brought up to a £5 standard. Later in the evening, Mr. R. T. 
Fennings read a letter from Mr. F. G. Pearce, the honorary president, saying that he 
should have much pleasure in presenting a silver challenge vase to the society, to be 
called the president's prize. The only-proviso he made was that it should be won 
three times before it became the private property of an individual,member, Mr. 
R. T. Fennings continued that the committee had decided that the vase should’ he 
competed for on the same basis as the Society's ten-guinea cup, which is a yearly 
prize presented for the greatest number of specimen fishes, The vase, which had 
arrived from the silversmith, is handsom>, though neat desien, of a trellis-work 
patiera, standibg &bous Min, high, and surmounted bya domed cover, on which will 








be engraved the names of the fortunate winners. It is needless to say that the pre- 
sident’s handsome gift was fully appreciated,and that a vote of thanks, acknowledging 
his generosity, on being proposed by Mr. D. Goodger, was unanimously carried. 
Mr. F. H. Lemann here gave an amusing account of his numerous angling expe- 
riences during the previous week. He had been down to the Wandle, to fish some 
private water, accompanied by Mr, J. P. Wheeldon ; but, meeting with little success, 
they went to a small stretch of open water on the same,stream, This they found 
was being successfully, if not carefully, fished by half-a-dozen young urchins, each 
armed with a’pea stick as'a rod.. Mr.Lemann said that these youngsters exhibited 
considerable skill in throwing the fly, and most of them had a small fish or two 
stowed away in ‘their pockets. On Saturday, Mr) emann and his friend Mr. Gant 
were at, Maidenhead, and the former gentleman was again successful with the Thames 
trout; a.well-fed fish, in glorious condition, and weighing over 5lb. falling to his 
rod. .On Wednesday, Mr. Lemann visited Sunbury with Capt.. Alfred. He was, 
therefere, able to give some interesting particulars of the turning into the ponds 
belonging to the Thames Preservation Society of several thousand trout and salmon 
fry, which, he said, was skilfully accomplished under the superintendence of Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley. Both the Captain and Mr. Lemann had a turn at spinning for 
trout in the Thames during the earlier portion of the day, but lowness of the water 
rendered success impossible. Mr, T. Huggett had, of course, been out, but the par- 
ticulars of his basket did not transpire, Several other members had been trouting ; 
but the hour was getting late, and, therefore, Mr. R. E. Booker, who was credited 
with a brace of trout from a Berkshire stream, was the only one called on for his 
experiences. After the usual toast of “The continued prosperity of the Piscatorial 
Society,” had been duly honoured, and a vote of thanks to the chairman had been 
unanimously carried, the. business terminated.—_R, B, J 
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ST, JOHN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 


‘A smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund will take place at the 
Fox and French Horn, Clerkenwell-green, on Wednesday, May 13th, and I am happy 
to state that Miss Parsons, the daughter of our worthy host, has consented to preside 
at the piano'on that evening. Those friends and Brother Bobs that have had the 
pleasure of hearing this young lady play and sing before, will, I am sure, not miss 
this opportunity of spending an enjoyable evening.—F. THORLING, 





SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 


‘The first annual supper of the above society took place at the club-house on the 
24th ult., when upwards of thirty sat down to a most excellent repast, provided by 
our genial host and treasurer, Mr. Tom White. The chair on this occasion was 
occupied by our worthy president, D. G. White, Esq., faced -by W. Kirk, Esq., the 
chairman of the society. After the loyal toasts, Mr. Kidd proposed “The Health of 
Mr, R: Ghurney” (with whose company we were fayoured), which was drunk with 
great energy. Mr. Ghurney, in reply, giving a sketch of the further concessions 
granted by the Great Eastern Railway, also the London, Brighton, and South Coast 
and South-Eastern Railways, and the work being done by Mr. Geen and his staff of 
officers for the future benefit of the anglers in general, which gave great satisfaction 
to all present, and elicited a hearty cheer. Mr. Ghurney proposed “ Continued 
Prosperity to the South Hackney Angling’ Society,” and, owing to other engage- 
ments, had to leave early, but-before doing so sang “ Jolly Nose,” which was much 
enjoyed. Mr. Olley, jun., presided at the piano, and gave -an excellent selection of 
music, and accompanied the various singers with great care and taste. The singing 
of Mr. Olley, sen., ‘The Death of Nelson” and “ The Pilgrim of Love” was finely 
rendered ; as was also Mr. Andrews’s “Storm Fiend” ; Mr. E. Ratley’s “ My Sweet- 
heart when a Boy” eliciting. encores, The other’ singers were Messrs. Brown, 
M’Kay, Finch, Pritchard, Parrott, Olley, jun., and the secretary, Mr. E. Kidd, The 
healths of the “ President,” “ Chairman,” “ Secretary,” and “ Visitors,’ were drunk 
and responded to in suitable terms. Mr. E. Kidd, the secretary, gave a slight résumé 
of the year’s proceedings, and congratulated the society upon the success attending 
its foundation, the gross weight of fish weighed in by the members for the Season. 
being 3351b., Mr. Kidd heading the list with 115lb., next in rotation being Messrs. 
Finch, Parry, Tongue, Parrott, Kirk, May, &¢. Tho singing of the “ National 
Anthem,” which did not take place till the small hours of the morning, terminated 
a most enjoyable meeting.—H, KIDD, sec. 





SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 


A committee meeting was held at the Alscot Arms, Alscot-road, on May 1st. 
Among those present were Messrs, Field, Hotham, Allen, Gafney, Tyler, Boorman, 
and Williamson. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and 
the question as to return visits was discussed; likewise ths where and how the 
opening competition shall take place. Several places were laid before the committee, 
who finally decided to call a general meeting of delegates on May 11th, at the same 
place—viz., the Alscot Arms, Alscot-road, Bermondsey.—PIXIE. 


STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 


This excellent society celebrated its fifteenth anniversary in the Prince’s Salon at 
the Holborn Restaurant, on Wednesday evening last.. The popular president, Mr. 
C. P. Wheatstone, occupied the chair; and Mr. W. R. Humby and Mr. W. Jarvis, the 
vice-chairs. Amongst those present were Messrs. G. E. Walker, W. B. Freeman, D. 
R. Humby; F. C. Hatfield, Thomas Crumplen, W, H. Brougham, A. Allison, J. P. 
Wheeldon, F. Gowland, — Gowland, jun., Wright, 8S. C. Harding, Pistrucci,T. Godsell, 
H. Rose, C. Scull, Bernard Moysey, J. Thompson, Hunter, Hllis, A. Ellis, J. Freeman, 
&c., &c. The dinner, most ably served up under the superintendence of Mr. T. J. 
Hamp, gave immense satisfaction to all present. After the loyal toast, the chair- 
man briefly gave ‘‘ The Stanley Anglers’ Society,” which was-going on most satis- 
factorily. and needed no remarks from him. The toast was drunk with great 
enthusiasm. Mr. G. E. Walker, the honorary secretary, read a very excellent report, 
in which he humorously traced the history of the ‘society, comparing it to a ship, 
and the members forming the crew, which frequently received very hearty applause, 
and he was afterwards highly complimented on its originality. Mr. W. R, Humby, 
in giving’ “The Thames Angling Preservation Society and kindred societies,” 
remarked how much aid the angling clubs could give in the matter of river preser- 
tion by doing away with gross-weight competitions, which unnecessarily extracted 
from the water a large quantity of fish, and thereby in time causing a depletion of 
the stock of fish in the river. Mr. W. H. Brougham, in reply, heartily endorsed the 
remarks of Mr. Humby, and said there was another way of supporting the preser- 
vation of the Thames, which he regretted was lamentably neglected, and this was a 
pecuniary support; he did not care how small the subscription was, so long as it 
evidenced the club’s sympathy in the great work thatwas being done. He felt sorry 
in being in the position to say that out of the 160 clubs in London and the suburbs 
not more than eight had, during the financial year just closed, contributed to the 
funds of his society, and the upper associations expressed similar regret. Mr. Thomas 
Crumpton replied on behalf of the angling clubs. The other toasts were “The 
Officers of the Society,” “The Press,” ‘The Prize Givers,” and “ The Visitors.” Mr. 
Tom Physick ably presided at the pianoforte; Some excellent songs were contributed 
by Messrs. C. Scull, Gowland, jun., J. P. Wheeldon, J. Freeman, Wright, and F. C. 
Hatfield. Mr. 8. C. Harding gave his admirable recitation of “ Daniel v. Dishclout,” 
and altogether there was a pleasant and enjoyable evening. During the proceedings 
the president remarked the society had unanimously resolved to do away with gross- 
weight competitions, and to offer prizes only for specimen fish, A special subserip- 
tion list was opened for that purpose, and in the course of the evening the sum of 20 
guineas was announced as having been contributed... The society during the last year 
had 1,458lb. 90z. of fish weighed in, which was a slight increase on the previous year. 
Out of that. weight there was 964lb. of roach, averaging 9oz. cach; 16 weighed 
l$lb. each ; there was one of 21b, and another of 2lb; 202. 


~ Tots 





WALWORTH PISCATORIALS., 

_ The, first. annual dinner of the above society took place at the St, Paul’s Tavern, 
‘Westmoreland-road, Walworth, on the 30th ult. Mr. ©. A. Beckett presided, assisted 
by Mar @: Gilbert.’ About sixty membersand friends sat down to the good things 
provided by Mrs. C. Bansback; I need not repeat the eulogy that was bestowed upon 
the menu, and the manner in which it was served. Among those present were 


Messrs, A. Brodie, Balwin, Buck, Bedford, Broadwood, Bayléy, Davis; Wood, W, 


Taylor, E, Spencer, Russell, Thompson, EH. 8. Wilson, &c, ‘Mr. Lane, with his well- 
known ability, presided over the piano. After dinner the chairman proposed “ The 
Health .of the Queen and the Royal Family,” which was responded to by all singing 
the“ National Anthem” ; “The Army, Navy, Volunteer, and Reserve Forces,” was 
responded to by Messrs. Balwin and Hawkridge, the former by singing “ The Old 


Brigade; and’the latter with remarks as to what the Volunteers had done and | 
what they were ready to do ; “‘ The Walworth Piscatorials and Prize-winners” was > 


responded to by Messrs. Wood, Brodie, and Grigg, Mr. Wood creating much amuse- 
ment by singing ‘The Thirsty Tiddlers’ Club.” Mr, Brodie, in his remarks, thought that 
Mr. Grigg ought to respond before him; as he was an older member of “the society, he 


knew more about fishing, he had taken more fish, and had won more prizes than he 


had. He (Mr. Brodie) had to thank him for introducing him to the society, and also 
for much information he had received in reference to fishing ; but, as Mr. Grigg was 
rather bashful on ‘this occasion, he (Mr. Brodie) wished to say a few words in refer- 
ence to a rumour that had got about as to how they got such grand shows of’ fish, 
viz., he having the permission of fishing certain’ private waters. It was true he had 
such a permit, but he wished them all to know that he was quite willing to takeany 
member down to those waters whenever convenient to the member wishing to go ; 
Mr. Grigg and himself had been trying their hardest to get good specimen fish, as 
some of the fish they had weighed in the society would prove, and if they had 
weighed in all the fish they had taken during the past season, their gross weight 
would have been double what it was. ‘ Visitors and Donors” was responded to by 
Messrs. Smith and W. Taylor, the former with a recitation, “Coming Home,” and 
the latter by astatement thathehad had the pleasure of being at all the dinners that 
the Walworth Waltonians and the Surrey Piscatorials had had under that roof during 
the past eight years. On this occasion he missed a number of old faces, but he was 
glad tosee so many new ones fill their places ; it showed that the society was going 
onall right. The secretary’s report was nexton the programme, Mr. Boalch, -who 
on rising was received with musical honours, stated that although the society was 
only twelve months old, the members were not quite chickens at catching fish or 
managing a society, as their gross weight would show—viz., 1,201]b.. and the greatest 
taken in one day, on the 11th of September, amounted to 275lb. The prizes of the 
past season amounted to 65 guineas, in cash, to say nothing about the different 
useful articles given by donors at various times during the season. In reference to 
a few remarks made by Mr. W. Taylor, as to old faces, he would say a few words. 
Although many old members were absent on this occasion, through commercial and 
other affairs, their thoughts were with us to-night, as hecould prove by the letters he 
had ‘received that day, one of which was from Mr. Piolaine, in Belfast, and 
another from Mr. J. S. Weatherhead. Both gentlemen expressed their regret 
“that they could not be present, but they sent their kind wishes and also renewed 
their prizes of last season.” With a few words in reference to the condition of the 
society, Mr. Boalche sat down amid a storm of voices offering prizes for the coming 
season, about £60 being contributed by the following gentlemen :—Messrs. Weather- 
head, Piolaine, Collins, Bansback, Brodie, Grigg, Hibble, Marks, Walters, Nash, Crisp, 
White and Son, Balwin, Gilbert, Beckett, Bedford, Harris, W. Taylor, EH. Spencer, 


_ Tickle, Bayley, Artis Capel, Thompson, Anderson and Co., and several other gentle- 


men, A lullin the storm now took place, and Mr. Freeman gave a recitation, a 
portion of “The Lay of the Last Minstrel ” ina masterly manner, that called forth 
greatapplause. ‘ Kindred Societies,’ Mr. W. Page, of the Peckham Brothers, and 
Mr. Buck, 8.L., responded. Mr. Page stated that this society was reckoned the society 
at this end of the town, and would, he trusted, soon be equal to the best club in 
London. He next went on to speak of the Anglers’ Association, what the committee 
had done during the past season, and what they would endeavour to do during the 
coming one. “Gentlemen, a few more words and I have done. I spoke to your 
secretary during the evening in reference to having a smoking concert on behalf of 
the'funds of that most’ worthy cause the Anglers’ Beneyolent Society ; it has been 
the means of assisting a great many of our poorer brother anglers to tide over their 
troubles for a short time, and if the funds of that society were increased it would 
enable the committee to relieve many cases that came before them in a more liberal 
manner than they can do at present. The reply I received from your secretary was 
he thought that you were too Conservative, but from what I have seen to-night I 
should say that you are thorough-going Liberals, and I trust soon to receive a notice 
that you are going to carry out my proposition of this evening. “The Press” was 
responded to by ‘‘ Yours Respectfully ” ; “The Officers,” by Mr, Balwin ; “ Hostand 
Treasurer,’ by Mr. C. Bansback ; the rest of the time was devoted to harmony. Mr. 
Vagnolini gave “Tral lalla” and a topical song ; Mr. Smith, “ Powder Monkey Jim” ; 
W. Taylor, “ Dorkins’ Night” and the “Sailor’s Return”; Mr. Thompson, “ A Boy’s 
Best Friend is His Mother” ; Mr. Wood, ‘‘Only One” ; Mr. Millwood, ‘“ We Caught 
no Fish To-day” ; Mr. Freeman, recitation, Byron’s “ Waterloo”; Mr. Broadwood, 
“The Bugler” ; Mr. Lane, “ Bobbie Burns” ; Mr. Dural, “ Don’t Forget”; several 
other gentlemen obliged during the evening, and it was not until the day had 
dawned and the small birds were calliug out for something to eat, that our party 
broke up and we departed to oux*homes.—PIXIb. 


The distribution of prizes among the members of. the above will take place on 
Thursday, the 14th inst., at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland-road Walworth ; 
open to all friends, and—PIxtE. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening, at the 
Pelican Hotel, Westbourne Park, W., Mr. G. Evans presiding. After confirmation of 
the previous minutes, the secretary read out to the members the annual report of the 
Anglers’ Association, and further announced that he was prepared to receive names 
at once for the new privilege, tickets that will be required in June. At the same 
time, Mr. Buttery was quite busy in taking names for the new tickets of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. Mr. H. Thompson has weighed in another pretty trout of 3lb. 
from Monkey Island. Mr. H. Hulbert, fishing at the same time and place, ran. three 
fish in a very short time, but was very unfortunate in not landing either of them. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The season prizes were distributed on Wednesday, the 6th inst., when a most en- 
joyable evening was spent by those who were fortunate enough to be present. The 
supper was everything that could be desired, Mrs, Hills, our worthy hostess, sparing 
no pains in its preparation. It was a matter of regret that our limited space 
debarred us from inviting other than our own members. The chair was taken by 
Mr, Hills, Mr. Sloper inthe vice. The principal prize winners were Messrs. Andrews, 
Newbury, Hopkins, Wright, Jenner, and Phillips. After the distribution almost 
every person present contributed a prize, which, being added to the list already in 
our possession, will make us look forward sanguinely for success in the ensuing 
season. As soon as the good things were disposed of, and the usual loyal, patriotic, 
and personal toasts had been proposed and received with acclammation, some very 
good songs and recitations were given, everyone present seeming only to regret 
that the eyening was too short. A special general meeting will be held next Wed- 
nesday, the 13th May, to revise the rules, which will be submitted by the committee 
on that evening. We trust all members will attend. I shall be glad to take names 
for Anglers’ Benevolent and privilege tickets—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 








YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The annual opening meeting of this society was held, on Tuesday evening, at the 
new meeting house (Yare Clb), attended by thé officers for the ensuing year, whieh 
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re as follows :—President, Capt. Blake ; vice-president, Capt. Stiles ; chairman, Mr. 


Pretty ; treasurer, Mr. 0. K. Lamb ; auditors, Messrs. Harrison and Barrett; secre- 


tary, Mr. J. Lark. After the confirmation of the minutes of the previous meeting, 
and the €lection of six influential gentlemen of the borough as new\members, Mr. 
Lark presented an interestmg report for the past year, showing the society jt» bewell 


and firmly established. Mr. D, S. Bayfield, as the voice of all assembled, personally 


thanked the)secretary \for his; energy in making the society such an, institu- 


tion as it now was, and pledged the united action of all assembledpin: assisting him 
when required. Some further business was commenced—viz., for’a special prize, from 
the society’s funds, for the largest specimen fish, im the form of a challenge cup, the 
fish to be set up at the cost of the society, and to become their property, for the club 
rooms. The time for closing‘Was so near, that it was at once proposed,’ seconded, 
and Carried that the secretary’s report be receiyed and adopted, for publication, if 
necessary, the other notices of motion to stand over till the next meeting. 


_ [Several Club, Reports are unayoidably held over.—Bp. } 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


THE DEE, (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Quite a:change inthe weather singe my last report. 
“Atthe beginning of last week the weather was very fine ; at the» present time it is ° 
miserably cold and stormy. The elements would seem ‘to be conspiring to rob the 


angler of much of his pleasure. There has been a deal of cold. muggy weather, 
sleéty rain, close-down mists, easterly wind, provoking blasts, sulpburous clouds, and 
a filling and a falling river. These—all these—have .alternated with unwonted 
frequency, chased each other off and on in. rapid succession. A few days last week 
good sport was got on several of the reaches about Banchory. Such good sport has 
been got on the reaches thereabouts this spring as is but seldom experienced in the 
earlier months ; while further up the river the sport, strange to say, has up till now 
been correspondingly poorer.than usual... Anglers are apprehensive that in conse- 
quence of their very great success, the already high rents will mount still farther, 


‘and accordingly a disposition prevails among not a few of their number to prevent 


any notice of their takesappearing in print. In point of productiveness the fishing, 
during what of the season has already run, must be regarded as highly exceptional 
—not likely, judging by the past, to be nearly so good for many a year tocome. It 
would, therefore, be a very shortsighted policy if the river proprietors were to take 
advantage of a solitary very good year, and make the rents go up with a six-furlong 
bound. In all conscience the/rents are already quite high enough ; but for all that, 
we cannot but think that anglers are doing themselves more harm than good by 
withholding information regarding their captures. In order to have the very best 
of sport at as little cost as possible, one or two anglersabout Banchory have adopted 
the plan of making market of almost every fish they catch. You think thata good 
plan, Mr. Editor—don’t you? | Weghear that an effort is to be made to have natural 
minnow-fishing prevented as much as possible, as the fly-fisher’s chance of sport is 
much diminished in consequence of the extensive'use of the Yorkshire Grey. Several 
of the river proprietors, desirous to encourage fly-fishing, are threatening to cease to 
contribute to the Fishery Board if natural minnow-fishing is not put a stop’ to; so 
pestered with minnow are the fish in their upward journey, that by the time they 
gain the reaches above Ballater they will scarcely look at the fly fora week or two 
after, Therein, therefore, lies a reason, and a sufficient one, for the proprietors 
taking the action they contemplate. They do not-see why they should pay for 
poaching being kept down, when natural minnow-fishing does their sport far more 
injury.. We agree with them there, and we wish their efforts to be attended with 
success. Owing to the pretty high-flowing waters, fish are:taking to the riverin no 
stinted number ; the net fishermen, for a week back, have done very well. Sea-trout 
are coming on fast, and grilse are getting more abundant ; six on the coast, and seven 
in the river, representing the total catch for the past five, days. A considerable 
sprinkling of fresh-run finnocks réached Aboyne lately ; it'is quite unusual for them 
to force their way’up so far thus early in the season. With settled waters sporb 
should very soon show material improvement on the reaches above Aboyne. Hx- 
perienced anglers predict unusually good takes on the upper waters during the latter 
half of the present and the whole of next month. The Gordon and the Jock Scott 
have done best in high waters lately ; but the Blue Charm, the Jockie, Jeannie, and 
Logie have been more useful in a general way. Small Eagles, the Peacock, and the 
Gordon have been the best evening flies. The weather is horribly ragglish just now ; 
snow is falling very fast (Wednesday), and there is a depth of over 3ft. on the higher 
Deeside Hills. It looks as if it were to “ding on puir men and pike staves.”— 
W. M. 

Dr, ABERDEENSHIRE (BALLATER).— Weather for the past week has been very 
cold and stormy ; wind from the east, very much against angling. Sport not so 
good as was expected. Hotel water. Lieut. Armiston, on Wednesday, 22nd, one fish, 
6lb. ; and on Friday, 24th, one fish, 8lb. ; on the 29th, five fish, 71b.. 8lb., 8lb. 1131b., 
10lb. J. Donaldson, Esq., Wednesday, 29th, one fish, 7lb. W. Copland, Hsq., 
Monday, 4th, one fish, 101lb. Monaltrie Water.—F. Pickop, Hsq., on the 29th, two 
fish, 8lb., S41b. ; and on the 4th, one fish, 101b.; on 5th, two fish, 83]b., 9lb. Dr. 
Ogilvie, Monaltrie, on the 2nd, one fish, 91b. ; and on the 4th, one fish, 10lb. Cambus 
o’ May Water—George Morton, keeper, Monday, 27th, three fish, 101b., @lb., 8lb. 
Hon. E. Johnston, Cambus o’ May, Friday. Ist, six fish, 7lb., 7lb., 71b., 71b., 71b., 8lb.; 
and on Saturday, 2nd, four fish, 1041b., 9}lb., 51b., 8b. Pannanich Water.—Thomas 
Grant, on the 29th, one fish, 7lb. ; and on Saturday, 2nd, one fish, 81b.—Gr0 SMITH, 
Fishing-tackle maker, Ballater. ; 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Angling has been almost ata standstill during the last few 
days, owing, no doubt, to the muddy state of the rivers and the intensely cold winds 
that prevail. I may mention that to-day (Thursday) we had in the county a 
downfall of snow! Nothing worth recording has been done with the rod in the 
Nith or Annan, our principal. trout steeams. In the Solway some good catches of 
salmon have been made, one boat alone on Monday bringing in no less than 34 fine 
fish. Haaf fishers, also, are getting splendid lifts.—W. B. ; 

DEE (ABOYNE).—Salmon, killed on the hotel water, Aboyne, Thursday, 30th April, 
Digby Cayley, Esq., two fish, 7$1b. and 94lb. Friday, Ist May, Digby Cayley, Esq., 


-one salmon, 9b. ; 2nd May. Colonel Telford, one salmon, 8lb.,and Digby Cayley, Esq., 


had five fish, 7lb., 7lb., 8lb., 13}1b., and 141b ; 4th May, Colonel Telford, one salmon, 
741b., and Digby Cayley, Hsq., three fish, from 71b. to 141b. each; 5th May, Colonel 
Telford, one salmon, 1ilb. ; Digby Cayley, Esq., three, from 91b. to 121b. each. A few 
salmon have been got on the Castle water ; also a few have been had on the Huntly 
Lodge water during the week. Owing to the flooded state the water has been in 
during the past week, a bright sort of fly has been killing best. The wind has changed. 
from east to wesward this last few days, and as soon as the gusty winds fall, and the 
river falls a little, good sport may be expected.—W. BEATTID. 


Tun Tay.—On Derculich water, Mr. Stewart, one fish, 16lb.; Mr. Campbell, on 
same water, two, 12lb. and 214lb, \Birnam Hotel water, Mr. Butler, two. 161b. and 
271b., and a basket of trout. Mr, Macintosh, Grandtully, four, 181b., 331b., 211b., and 
17lb. Mr. Murray, Edradynate, three, 261b., 241b., 18lb. Mr. McDonald, two, 131b. 
and 10lb. Several good baskets of trout have been taken, varying from 41b. to 9b. 





Tar TumMMpL.—Mr,. McNaughton, one, 151b, 








LOCHLEVEN.—Perthshire Angling Clu) competition, twenty-two competitors :— 
1, Mr. Chambers, five trout, 7lb. lloz.; 2, R. 8. Malloch, six trout, 5lb. 14oz. ; 3, Mr. 
Keage, five trout, 531b. The heaviest trout weighed 21b. Soz., and was caught by 
Mr. Chambers. Mr. Howitt, Glasgow, eight trout, Glb. ; Mr. Blair, Dundee, thirteen 
trout, 10lb. I have received a pike to set up which was caught on Lochleven by 
Mr. Cunningham. It measured 40in. in length and 22in. in girth, and weighed 
301b. Mr. McIntosh, Dunkeld water, five fish, varying from 1b. to 28lb.—P. D. 
MALLOCH. ‘ 
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Athen G code beer this INVENTORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF Might tnternatioeal 
<avr~ STEEL - CENTRED FLY- RODS, ““**"" 





JFISHING 
TACKLE 
to Copy which 
is Forgery. 





CENTRE FITTING REELS, 
ACME 16-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 





London, 1883. 


mite be 5 : <iyapeaioe : tne Baltes 
These refined requisites are now used by the best anglers—British and American—of the day. We instance the following :—Wm. Senior (Angling 
of the Field), R. B. Mareen (Editor FisHina GAzeTTe), W. C. Harris (Editor American Angler), A. Nelson Cheney (“Fishing with the Fly”), J. P. Wheeldon 
(late of Bell’s Life), J. Harrington Keene (the “Practical Fisherman), &c., &c., &c, 


THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AGAINST INFERIOR IMITATIONS. 


NO ARTICLE WITHOUT THE ABOVE MARK IS GENUINE. 


London Agents—The CIVIL SERVICE STORES, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Provincial Correspondents will be supplied our nearest agent’s address, or will be supplied direct. 


Lists and Samples of Lines free to any address. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
GC WAS. 2 FeAcRek (OcW. “Seaeo:. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
. 9 
New Patent gee =e > Farlow’s 


Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 
Com tiftnoed at-will), FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS, 





















Improved xiar 
Folding The“ PERFECT” 
Trout Double Taper 


- Solid Plaited 
Silk Trout Fly 
Line. 


Landing 


Nets : 


(Very Light). See 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKbsT, 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883, This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s, 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &e. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 












PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle, 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post, 











N.B,—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


ee eps a te 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announ:es that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &e., &e, 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, ia 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, accerding to te club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
be piorem a ah! pees Mes iA the ee of Parliament, the new Law Cuurts, and all the principal 

leatres, 18 largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNE L0FESS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES and by COLONIAL FAMILIES, ee a ae 

_ ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 1l o’clock. Table d'Hdte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tetand coffee at #.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
hich 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, Is. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, Js. 6d. 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, froin 5s. per day. i 

Day aud Night Porters always in attendatice, ‘French, German, and Italian spoken, 


spacious Dining, Billiard, and 








J: WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 





Improved Fyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Byes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze 
colour, which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 


tempered, (PATENT NO. 15,730) 


Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market, 

Intproved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson's, Major ‘'raherne’s, and other Standard P»tterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIMS, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner's Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ”? Eyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 

Impioved Waterproof Braided S lk Lin<s, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “acme” Trout and ralmcn Rods, with “Patented” Serew-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “fatent” Regulating Reels—* Strike-from-the Winch”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ring ani set, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. : 

a Patented, ” Spring steel Collapsing Lanaiug Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
"astening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner’s ‘Registered ” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish, 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat basket.— The Bottom-lisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (‘ Patented”), 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 x4 Putney. 
45 i" Hammersmith, J 
50 4 Barnes, 
Add 55 - Kew. 
16 na Richmond. 
80 ‘n Twickenham, 
85 » Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF H1GH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon. 
Saturday, May 9 ... one 9.0 os 9.41 
Sunday, es 10 ' pes 10.16 aga ene 10.49 
Monday, 11 : 11.20 46 ate 11.47 
Tuesday, iy 12 12.0 12.11 
Wednesday, ,, ISP iss we 12.33 12.54 
Thursday, ‘ Oe det ae ade TAT, 1.40 
Friday, a LD eee 2.0 2.21 


New Moon May 14; High Tide May 15. 


KE River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTH, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 


a 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


THE TROUT SEASON, 


The weather this week has been of ian unsettled character, and there has been 
some increase of water, which will in all probability be of some advantage to the 
’ anglers, in giving a freshness to it. Since the reports which appeared in the 
FISHING GAZETTE of last week, there has been some additional sport amongst the 
trout : but there is the same complaint amongst several of the fishermen—that with 
every prospect of getting a fish, few avail themselves of it. The barbel have been 
exceedingly troublesome at the Teddington and Hampton Court weirs. In one case 
a fine fish of about 111b. got so badly hooked, the spinning flight had to be cut out, 
and although the angler did all he could to save its life, it yielded to the operation. 
The angler, who is a true sportsman, at once wrote to Mr. Spreckley, informing him 
of the circumstance, and on the principle, “ There’s no help for spilt milk,” there 
the matter had to rest, except the fact the worthy piscator made himself a member 
of the T.A.P.S. There is some good truth in the statement made by Mr. Alfred 
Stroud, of Sunbury, a few weeks back, as to the existence of a good quantity of 
trout in his neighbourhood. There are the captures of four in the early part of this 
week, two by anglers fishing with him—the first, by Mr. Loftus, of a nice fish 
weighing 7lb., and the other, by Mr. Douglas, of a fish weighing 34lb. The other 
two fish were caught by Mr. H. E. Algar, one of the local tradesmen, the first 
weighing 43lb., and the other 13lb., which was put back again. At Shepperton, Mr. 
Palmer, fishing with George Rosewell, got a nice trout of 54lb. At Penton 
Hook, Mr. Wilson, fishing with George Rosewell, got a good fish of 9b. 602. ; 
and Mr. Withers, in the same locality. one of 43lb. At Staines, Mr. Russell, fishing 
near the railway bridge, caught one of 5lb. It is remarkable that at Kingston, 
where there has been so much testimony as to the great quantity of good trout seen 
feeding, there has been no result realised, and plenty of anglers have been out trying 
forthem. It may not be out of place’'to mention here the protection which has 
been afforded to the roach in spawning has been attended with satisfactory results, 
and the operation of spawning is now going on. At the back weir at Hampton 
Court, on Monday evening last, Mr. George Woods, of East Moulsey, caught a very 
handsome trout of 7lb., and on the following morning, in the same place, another 


good fish of 5lb. >» 
UPPER THAMES. 


The wail from the professional anglers is still. the customers do not, and will not, 
come. The state of unemployedness is a great incentive, I must say, to the men to 
fish on their own hook when trout are on the feed, for if they do not take advant- 
age of these opportunities, bankers and non-payers will. Gentlemen who are 
anxious to catch Thames beauties should be more persistent in their attentions, and 
less forgetful of the best class of professional fishermen. The Thames is just now 
in tip-top trim for trout work, the rains of late having freshened it up and given an 
appetite to the fish. At Streatley a pretty fish has been taken by a London dentist, 
who writes me that he never, in the dental mastication thereof, manipulated a more 
toothsome morsel. Two fish have been had at Henley; one or two at Hambledon 
(one with salmon fly, by Mr. Troupe). At Hurley two trout have caved in, and one 
jack of 8lb. ; one of the trout was had by a Conservancy lock man, and scaled nearly 
5lb. At Maidenhead Harry Wilder has had five trout, the two best scaling 71b. and 
6lb. respectively. This score brings this excellent fisherman’s list up to 32 trout 
this season, How about Thames trouting after this score? Thursday evening : 
Weather and water all that can be desired for troutists. Wind 8.W.—MAaRLow 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 


’ The weather during the past week has been very fitful. My patron did not get 
that big fish I hoped for on the Istinst. ; the same gentleman, on the 4th inst., had 
better luck, and landed a pretty fish weighing 3lb. Onthe 3rd inst. I was with a 
patron, and a large fish came, but whether he caught the hooks, or they him, I don’t 
know; hedidn’t seem very hungry. Mr. Skelton, of Datchet, caught another nice 
fish of nearly 7lb., close by here, and there are dozens of good fish. I was trying 
these same fish some time back. and, believe me, readers, I could not get a bait down 
for the jack. Mr. J. Bentley, fishing on the 2nd inst. below Old Windsor Lock, 
broke two large fish away, one about 8lb., and that after having him half-way 
across the net ; the other was about 5lb. No doubt they will both be wise: fish. 
The above reminds me how I should have liked to have been with someone that 
afternoon. I went for a walk to Boveney Lock, and just this side of the lock saw 
three fish on the move. Didn’t I long for rod and line, but I have given that up— 
patrons every other day won’t do: The weather is so changeable, and it keeps so 
cold, fish don’t rise much, Was out with a gentleman yesterday—ran one fish. It 
rained so, and turned so cold, that I was very glad to turn it up early; the barbel 
have begun to jump.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Windsor). 


The heavy showers which have fallen lately are beginning to tell on the river, 
which is high, and in a few days will doubtless be unfishable, being now slightly 
coloured. A good push of water was needed, and when it again clears, if this cold 
wind departs there ought to be some good trout taken. Mr. Skelton, of Datchet, 
who in past seasons has been singularly unfortunate with trout, has had lately a 
very handsome brace going 133lb, A gentleman out with George Lumsden last week 
had a nice fish, the exact weight of which I have not been able to ascertain. From 
the Eton College grounds, in the Windsor Weir stream, Lord Bentinck, with a fly, 
took a pretty little fish of 24lb. Several very heavy fish have lately been seen in 
this stream, which is the most suitable for fly-fishing in this neighbourhood, large 
Alexandras and Jack Scotts being the killing patterns.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme (Caistor). 


IT have been so exceedingly busy during the last two or three weeks that my 
reports have been somewhat meagre. Despite this, events have been transpiring of 
the highest interest to anglers. It has been established during the past week to my 
complete satisfaction that both Yoxtinalis and Loch Leven trout will breed in ponds 
which provide satisfactory conditions. My time is too short to enter into particu- 
lars to-day, but I hope to do so at no distant date. Between sixty and seventy trout, 
forty-eight of which were of the regulation size, were caught in a local water, all 
with the fly, by a gentleman that 1 know, in about 2} hours on Saturday last. I 
have turned a fine batch of grayling into the riverhead this week; some 
of them were nearly 2lb. in weight. Mr. Wood and two juveniles had passable 
sport at the riverhead on Saturday last. One hookeda large trout, which, unfor- 
tunately, broke away. It is hoped that anglers will return any grayling caught this 
season.—THOMAS Forp. 

The Dove. 


We have had varying weather this week—sometimes wet and cold, and at others 
dry and mild, though by no means so genial as last week, The rods have been less 
numerous on our waters than when I last wrote, the cause having no doubt been 
the state of the elements. The spinning baits appear to have killed better than the 
fly, especially in the brooks. The Pearl, as last week, has again proved as successful 
as anything. A great deal of the fly which was in the river last week has disap- 
peared, the cold nights having been too nipping for the tenderer-winged insects. I 
don’t think the average of trout dishes this week has been above four brace. The 
best basket I hear of is one of five brace, taken on Monday. The March Brown is 
very backward, and to-day (Thursday) there is comparatively little fly on the water. 


—THE SPLODGER. 
Eden (Armathwaite). 


The last ten days has been the best trout fishing known fora long time, Mr, 
Bowman, vicar of Alston, last week, two days, took 28 and 29. Mr. Whitmore was 
“also very successful. Major Barker, staying at the Red Lion with the Vicar of 
Preston for the last nine days, haye brought in full baskets, Yesterday, Tom Bird 





. 





landed a salmon in the Castle waters, Yesterday Mr. Hannater took 19 fine trout. 
William Stephenson killed two salmon yesterday, 91b. and 101b. weight ; Captain 
Rhodes, one, 10lb, Mr. Sayer and Mr. Hodgkinson, of Carlisle, each got a nice 
basket of trout. I hope to be able to send you as good an account next week,— 


SKIDDAW. 
Eden (Carlisle). ; 


There is not much sport to record during the last week. The weather has been 
suitable for salmon-fishing, and several fish have been killed ; but the frosty nights 
and cold east winds have made trout very shy. The engrossing topic amongst 
anglers just now is the unexpected death of Richard Routledge, better known as 
“Dick,” or “ Dicky,” the noted salmon and trout angler and tackle-maker. He died 
on Monday morning, after a few days’ illness, of congestion of the brain, and was 
buried on Thursday ; the funeral being one of the largest ever seen in Carlisle. His 
loss will be deeply felt, and many of his patrons will shed a tear over the kindly 
fellow’s grave ; for he was a universal favourite, being at all times a most genial 
companion, and having a fund of dry humour without any foulness, which went far 
to make up for a bad day’s sport. But Routledge was seldom at a loss. However 
unpropitious the day or the water, he generally contrived, by hook or by crook, to 
“shake hands” with some fish. There are plenty of men who can fish for salmon 
as well, and there may be an odd one here and there, who areas good at some branch 
of trout-fishing ; but as an alJ-round man, “ Dick” stood out alone in these parts. 
A life-long experience, no doubt, helped him to this supremacy ; but it may chiefly 
be ascribed to his general intelligence and habits of observation. He was a great 
observer of nature—animate and inanimate—and you could not spend a luncheon 
half-hour beside him without noticing that his keen eyes were taking in everything 
around him, He had a good knowledge of ferns and wild flowers, birds and animals 
generally ; and as for fish, it was astonishing to see him picking them out of 
apparently the most unlikely places. His heaviest catches with the trout-rod 
were 42lb, of trout in a day, and 591b. of sea-trout and herlings in a day ; and these 
takes were not in private, but in Association waters. There is not a man hereabouts 
fit to take up the mantle which he has cast off all too soon, at the age of 57. Poor 
Dick! Peace be to thy memory.—SILVER GREY. ; 


Esk (Whitby). 


Bad weather again set in at the early part of the week. A storm blew from an 
easterly direction, accompanied with almost incessant rain. On Tuesday bright skies 
prevailed, and though the wind remained in the old quarter, the weather was some- 
what more genial. The rain has had the effect of colouring some of the streams ; 
but the land having been so long dry absorbed a good deal of the moisture, by which 
the river would have been very much benefited. Some good fish have been caught 
in the tideway, and also in Ruswarp Mill dam ; but angling has not by any means 
been generally successful. It has been disappointing to many.’ Farther up the 
river—that is to say, about Grosmont, Sleights, Goathland, Gearsdale, and other 
favourite places—fish have not been rising.—J. J.J. 


Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 

Probably owing to the cold weather of late, sport has not been of the best; the 
water is, however, in good condition, and skilful anglers ought now to make good 
baskets. The Blue Upright, Corn Crake, Granham, and Red Upright have been 
chiefly used.—C. W. NELDER, 

Exe (Tiverton). 

During the past week some very good baskets have been made. <A quantity of 
rain fell yesterday ; the water to-day is coloured ; if no more rain, it will be in good 
order to-morrow. Flies taking best are Iron Blue, Red and Blue Upright, and Half- 
stone.-—WM. MuDFORD. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea Fishing.—The weather has been more moderate for ground-line fishing. This 
week Some whiting, pout, and codlin have been canght by boating parties off the 
Bull,and a few lobsters and crabs have been taken from the pots. On Monday, 
551b. millet, some soles and plaice were caught in a seine, which was set at the 
entrance of the harbour ; and the trawling skiff, Vigilance, caught some fine soles, 
plaice, and conger in the bay. The rod and hand-line fishers have had better sport 
from the pier and jetty. Weather fine——H. CoMER. 


Itchen (Winchester). 


I sent no report of this river last week, because I have had to give such bad 
accounts, and the whole week, with the exception of Saturday, was as bad as any 
this season. We were beginning to think that there were no fish in the river till 
about six o’clock, when they began all over the place, and kept on till dark; but 
what seemed a mystery, no one killed a fish; but on Monday a Mr. Priddis put ona 
Sparey’s Maggot, and took a brace and a half, and it has proved a good millpond fly 
for all who have tried it has killed with it. As regards the Old Barge and Saint 
Cross water, it did not matter what fly you put on, they meant business, and there 
has been more fish taken out this week than there has in any month these two 
seasons, and both Chalkley and Cox are to be congratulated in having such 
a stock, and anyone wishing to have some good sport at a reasonable price will not 
do wrong in giving Winchester a visit—MESMERIC. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are now slightly stained. The water has risen scarcely any, 
and is in good angling order. Rain has visited this part daily. Several of the 
fishermen have visited both streams this week, and have taken some very fine trout. 
Some have used the fiy, and others the worm and maggot. The flies principally 
used are the Coachman and March Brown. A gentleman on Friday visited the Lugg, 
near Ford’s Bridge, and, with the Coachman, took a capital lot of trout. The Arrow, 
near Hardisland, was tried the same day, and a nice dish of fish was landed by a 
gentleman with the March Brown. In the water near Stanton some fine trout have 
been taken with the maggot. On Saturday the weather was very rough, and rain 
fell heavily nearly the whole of the day. We did not hear of one single angler being 
out. The weather having cleared on Monday morning, a gentleman tried the Lugg 
near Aymestry, and with the worm took a few good-sized trout were landed. In the 
Arrow, near Ivington, some nice fish were landed with the maggot. On Tuesday 
morning a gentleman was out in the Lugg near Kingsland, and took a few nice trout 
with the worm. A few fish were landed near the station with the maggot. The 
Pinsley is now slightly coloured, but in good fishing order. A very nice dish of trout 
were landed from it at the beginning of the week. GWYNNE. 


Severn and Teme (Worcester). 


These rivers are now flushed and out of order for either the minnow or fly-fishing. 
The worm or any ground-bait may do, There have been some good fish taken 
Mr. White landed a few best trout near llb., best chub near 3lb. Mr. Prosser 
caught a few brace of trout with the worm, but fishing as yet is dull in this 
district. As soon as the water drops fine fly-fishing will commence in earnest. These 
are the flies I'shall use—March Brown or Grannam, Coch-y-bondhu, and Blue Dun, 
There are so many Duns that I always use one upon the Teme. I catch one when at 
the water side, and use the nearest I have in my book if not the exact. In 
my report of last week you have the word “ invited,”’—it should be “ united.”— 
JOHN A. GRIFFIN. : 

Severn (Gloucester). 

A few good trout have been taken during the past week in the upper reaches of 
the Leadon, the Association water, and a brace of fine fish in the river at Over, 
principally with the Brandling. All water here is in fine condition, but the weather 
is anything but favourable, snow and hail storms have been frequent during the 
past few days.—SINGLE HAIR, aA 
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. Teme (Ludlow). ; ; 

The last few days have not been very favourable to the angler, this locality having 
been almost daily visited with frequent showers of rain, slightly colouring the 
water, but not raising the river to any extent of importance to affect.angling. The 
tributaries are all in fair angling order, and, taken altogether, the streams haye 
been fairly visited. The flies that have been most killing have been the March 
Brown and the Coachman’; but bottom-fishers haye been equally successful with 
the maggotand red worm. We. are glad to say the Teme, up Lord Windsor’s 
district, is now open for ticket-holders, who will not be slow to visit that well- 
stocked quarter of the river. No better fish for size and quality are found about 
here than those caught by the angler from Lord Windsor’s water up to the Leint- 
wardine Club waters at Trippleton. An angler, up the Park district on Saturday, 
caught four and a half brace of good trout ; one weighing 1lb., and the remainder 
nearly }1b; each. Fishing the same water again on Monday, with the same fly (the 
Coachman), he managed to land six nice trout, and coming down stream to the 
Swan’s-nest, he caught another brace, weighing 4lb. each fish. There has been some 


good fishing in the Corve. A gentleman caught a dozen fine fish on Saturday with the | 


maggot. Inthe Plowden water, during the past week, there has been excellent 
sport, the water being in admirable order. Several rods have been out, and the 
average takes have been eight to twelve brace each rod, the largest share falling to 
Messrs. Oakly and Garnett, Botfield.—S. LupLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is still stained, but not stained enough to stop the fishing. The water 
is in good order for the worm and maggot, which some of the anglers who. have 
visited the water have used with great success. 
March Brown and Coachman, but not with any good sport. 


A few gentlemen have used the | 
Rain has fallen in this | 


part nearly a portion of every day and night ; but not so heavy as to make the water — 


rise. 
took a few trout with the fly. On Saturday a gentleman visiting this part tried the 


water near Rochford, and, with the March Brown, took a nice dish of trout, ayer- 
aging 60z. each. A few nice trout were taken in the water near the town with the 
red worm. The water near Corn Brook was tried on Monday, and a few fine fish 
were taken with the fly. In the water near Little Hereford some very good trout 
were landed with the worm. The water near Hastham was fished on Tuesday morn- 
ing by a gentleman, who took a few trout with the worm, Rain coming on, and the 
weather being cold, fishing was stopped for the day, The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche 
are all'coloured a little. Little fishing done in the Rea and Ledwyche, .A few nice 
fish landed from the Kyre with the worm. Weather dull to-day (Wednesday),— 
WORCESTER, 
aa Torridge (Torrington). 

River now in capital order for fishing, owing to the continual showers we are 
having. The trout have been taking weil at the fly. <A visitor took 61 in two days 
this week, and a ‘gentleman took 27 on Wednesday with the fly, mostly with the 
Yellow Sally, on Mr. Tapley’s water. Many salmon are seen sporting ; one of 10lb. 
was taken in the lower water on Friday, and one broke a gentleman’s line on Wed- 
nesday.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Westen and Willington District). 


Sport during the last week has been very poor. I can only hear of three salmon 
having been taken, and these by Derby men—viz., Mr. Harrison, one at Willington, 
weighing 15lb.; Mr. Goodhead took one at Shardlow 181b., and P. Sparks one near 
Anehor Church, weighing about 14lb.. Mr. ‘Harrison took his fish with Martin’s, of 
Derby, Excelsior Bait, and the others were, I believe, taken with worm in the “Derby 
style."—-SPINNING BAIT, z 

Trent (Alrewas). ' 

Last week two handsome trout were captured by one of the members of ‘the Asso- 
ciation spinning a minnow.—ANON, 

During the last fortnight a good many nice-seasoned salmon have been landed. 
The river at present is rather highly coloured, but good angling may be anticipated 
during the next week. : There are a number of anglers located at the Three ‘Salmon 
Hotel'and in private lodvings.—Araus. : 

The river isin first-rate ordér to-day from ‘the heavy rains and likely to continue, 
and the freshet is good. Baskets of trout have been taken, and some fair sport with 
the salmon. Spiendid-conditioned fresh-ryn fish, ranging from 111b. to 20lb. 
weight, have been taken by the following gentlemen-: Mr. Cole (Kettewitch), Mr. 
Mignon, Mr: Seymour;and Mr. Humphréys.:~’The cold, biting winds of the past few 
days have been much against angling ; but a sudden change has set in to-day, it 
being warm and genial—doubtless good sport will result. There is a strong arrival 
here this week of salmon anglers and visitors Nom DE PLUMB, May 7, 


Wye and Derwent. 

We have had a lot of steady, cold rain from the north, which discoloured the Der- 
went a little on Tuesday afternoon, The bottom fishers, both with ant.eggs and 
worms, have had fair sport on different parts of the Derwent, the greatest quantity 
of fish being taken off the Matlock Bath Angling Association Club Water, several 
trout being over a pound a piece. There have also been two Loch Leven trout 
killed near the Matlock Town. The Loch Leven fish are wonderfully game fish, 
showing wonderful sport after being hooked. The Derby Trout Killer still beats 
every artificial bait used, and a lot of good trout have been landed during the week. 
One of our local fishermen, while spinning for trout below Cromford last Saturday 
night, hooked a very large pike, which took away his artificial killer. Sport with 
the fly has been very good, and baskets from 4 to 9 brace of good-sized trout per 
angler have been landed by the aid of claret Bumble, Furnace, Hare’s Har, Spider, 
Little Black, and Pale Ash Dun Flies, the two former flies killing the greatest 
quantity of fish. The fish have been killed mostly in the rough streams and under 
the banks of the river. I am very sorry to say that several fish, both trout and 
grayling, have been picked up dead and dying of the fungus disease. One trout, 
about two pounds, was picked out of the Derwent near to the Boat House Inn, Mat- 
lock Bridge, supposed to have been killed with dynamite, as the fish had no disease 
on it. This morning (Thursday) we have had a very sharp white frost, which no 
doubt will kill a lot of the natural flies. Fishing prospects looking Al for next week. 
—GEORGE JAMES EATON, 
wanton © have had a very heavy snowstorm this afternoon, Weather bitterly cold, 

ind 8.E. 





IRISH REPORTS, 


LoucH MELVIN AND BunDROWES, Co. DonEGAL,—Very little change in the 
weather since my last report ; strong, shifty wind (varying from east to north) and 
bright sun still continues. But few salmon anglers were out last week, most of 
which had very fair sport. 
Barton, on the 27th ult., one salmon, 12lb. ; Captain R. Sclater, one salmon, 10Ib. ; 
Mr. A. Maude, on the 28th ult., one salmon, 11lb. ; the Hon. H. Prittie, one salmon, 
91b.; Captain C. R. Bafton, on the 30th ult., one salmon, 11lb.; Mr. J. .W., one 
salmon 10lb. ; Captain R. Sclater, on the 1st inst., one salmon, lllb.; Mr. E. J. 
Kane, on the Ist inst., one salmon, 10}1b,; Mr. J. Rogan, on the 30th ult., one 
salmon, 113lb.; Mr. H. Kerrigan, on the Ist inst.,one salmon, 9$lb. Trout-fishing 
on Lough Melvin still continues first-class ; in fact, it has not been so good for the 
past tenyears. During the past week some very fine baskets were’ taken, . ranging 
from 5lb, to 201b, One gentleman killed seventy-five trout in four days, averaging 
$lb. each. The Bundrowes river is now in good order, and as there are alot of new 
fish‘running, good sport may now be expected. Four fish were taken there during 
“the past week, three by Mr. D. M: Gowan, two weighing 134lb., and one 103Ib., and 
cote by H. Lacy, weighing 1021b. Good trout-fishing is now being had on Lough 
Erne,—M. RoGAN, Ballyshannon, ; ' 


The’ following are the particulars'—Captain C. R. 


At the end of last week a gentleman visited the water near Berrington, and | 





STANDARD COLOURS FOR SALMON FLIES. ° 


Mr.GEO. M. KELSON, who, for some years past, has been endeavour- 
ing to bring out a standard of colours for salmon flies, has sueceeded 
in getting a pattern set done in oil, Before finally deciding on the 
various shades, he would like to have the opinions of salmon anglers, 
and for this purpose has arranged to exhibit the colours at the Fly- 
Fishers’ Club, 10, Adelphi-terrace, Strand, on Thursday, the 21st 
inst., at 4 p.m. All salmon anglers interested in this important 
matter are invited to. attend. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





0, H. L.. E.—We should recommend you either to try Mz. Chalkley’s water at 
Winchester, or, if that is too far, then the Darenth, at Farningham ; you get a 
2s. 6d. ticket at the Lion, at Farningham. Of course the trout, in public or semi- 
public waters, near London, are the most knowing in this world, because the most 
fished for ; but as you say you are a beginner, you will, at least, have the benefit 
of seeing some very good fly-fishermen at work. Keep well away from the 
water, and fish fine. As you live on the Thames, why do you not try the 
shallows below the weirs with fly ? 

BLACKWELL.—The disadvantage of your knot is that it does not clasp the eye of the 
eyed-hook as the double entry or Major Turle’s knot does. 


Sunk BouGcu.—We regret we have no space for your communication. 


W. WALTERS (Brighton),—Almosi all the trout-fishing in the Wandle is in private 
hands ; there is no association which grants tickets per day or week, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for, opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 





MR. BANKART IS “APOLOGISED” TO. 


Str,—Zantene animis celestibus ire! Myr. Bankart is very dreadfully and 
seriously wrath with me, and devotes just a column of the FisHING GAZETTE to my 
utter oyerthrow and annihilation. Having already offered me the compliment of 
differing from me upon all questions of opinion, he now pays my arguments as to 
matters of fact the proverbial homage of iosing his temper at them. Perhaps, how- 
ever, some little ‘“‘asperity” of tone is, after all, intelligible, if not excusable, under 
the circumstances. When a man has deliberately challenged a passage of arnis in 
the public lists, and then finds himself utterly and hopelessly thrown upon his back 
in every one of the courses he has heralded with flourish of trumpets, he “is apt to 
find himself a little “ exercised.” as it were,in mind. Some slight irritability is, I 
say, natural, though not perhaps, very dignified’ Mr. “Bankart must pardon *me, 
notwithstanding, if I decline to follow him amongst the sunken rocks of purely 
personal controyersy,on to which, Syren-like, he would allure me— RARE 2 


“ Come unto these yellow, sands!” 4 


Neither can I undertake to cross lances with knights of Billingsgate, nor wastettime 
in “twice slaying the slain.” I leave Mr. Bankart with the undisputed monopoly 
of his bouquet of epithets, from which I, cull the following choice flowers, ‘like 
orient pearls at random strewn” : ‘ ungenerous,” “ ungentlemanly,” “ scurrilous ” 
(scurrilous threé times—this evidently isa perennial in Mr. Bankart’s garden )—‘ inso- 
lent,” “ brutal,’ “abusive,” and so forth, expressions.for which he will find no 
imaginable parallel—must it not be added, or reasonable excuse ?—in either.of my 
letters or articles... r ‘ : at 

However severe, from the standpoint of criticism, my strictures on Mr. Bankart 
and his lucubrations, they are, ‘hope, couched in terms coming within the fair and 
recognised limits of literary dwel/o.' Lf I spar with, “-hard”’.gloves, I at least never 
“hit below the belt.” nih 

It is quite true that there is 4 ‘“ studied politeness,” in the tone of my letters when 
they refer:'to Mr. Hall. Mr, Hall always writes, like -scholar, and writes to, the 
purpose; writes also with an obvious) view to increasing the general fund of know- 
ledge ; and does not make a uniform-Mabit of mis-stating and-mis-quoting an oppo- 
nent. Mr. Bankart, on the contrary, throughout the whole of this eyed-hook con- 
troversy, always, I must confess, appears to me to write with a primary view to his 
own glorification, and a complete recklessness in regard to his assertions. Moreover 
—and this is the “ head and front of his offending,” but for which Ishould probably 
never have noticed his letters at all—he neither quotes accurately nor answers fairly 
the arguments of those who come between him and his would-be claims toinventions 
that he never invented, and “ perfectings ” that were perfected by other people. 

Is not an example of this to be seen in his last contribution to the belles 
lettres of angling? Confess, now, Mr. Bankart, I did mot call you 
a “dog with a tin kettle”—nothing by any means so “brutal”; it was 
myself that I likened to the “dog”—‘the puppy to which it was tied,’— 
and you merely unto the harmless and ebullient kettle —a soubriquet 
which I notice you apply to yourself in your last letter. I did not say you were an 
“inflated balloon”: I only delicately hinted—wrapping up the allusion, as it were, 
so to escape observation—at some possible remote and allegorical resemblance ; 
and if I did assert that you were “insatiable ’’—another evidently figurative expres- 
sion—surely that is not so fearfully and wonderfully vituperative as to call for a 
whole inkpot of rejoinder? Continual confusions, you see, even though only in 
trifles, between that which is and that which is not ; a sort of factual obliquity and 
logical tortuousness in regard to circumstances and arguments which you would 
prefer should haye been otherwise than precisely as they unluckily happened to be. 
But for this (sadly unsatisfactory) trait, my sympathies would haye gone out to you 
in your bewilderment—yea, my pity and condolences might have been yours even 
in your present writhings and contortions, however comical, under the literary 


lash. 


. f q 

_ But, jam satis! Ido not want to be ill-natured. Mr. Bankart is, I daresay, a very 
good fisherman, though a very bad Jittératewr, and need not take all that I have 
written in too solemn seriousness. I did not approve of the ew cathedrd style he origin- 
ally adopted in his brusque criticisms of my first letter tothe GAZETTE, which, eyen had 
our relative positions been reversed, would still have left somewhat to be desired on 
the score of courtesy ; I do not approve at all of his mis-quotations from my subse- 
quent articles—his putting statements into my mouth that I never made, &c. ; but 
if he will only have the goodness to let me alone personally, and “in future 
treat my communications with the contempt their brutality deserves,” I shall not 
interfere, I can assure him, though he thinks fit to claim the invention of every hook- 
and-eye since the time of the expulsion from Eden. Should the discomfiture he 
has brought upon himself, and at which he is so angry, serve as a caveat against future 
inaccurate, as well as irrelevant, correspondence, poor Mr. Bankart may console him- 
self with the reflection that he has not been pilloried in vain.—I am, ke., 

H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 





EYED-HOOKS. 

Srr,—If your correspondent “I, R. ©. 8.” will try the new jam-knot—which, by 
the way, I have no claim to the invention of—on some of the hooks Messrs. Harrison 
and Bartlett are now making according to my instructions, I do not think he will 
find the slipping-off of the gut which he complains of when dry; at any rate, I 
have not found it slip myself, even with the finest drawn gut, and after it has been 
for days in my fly-case: : 


7 4 
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I send youa casting-line with the flies attached, which, after being used for some 

hours about a fortnight ago, has never since been wetted or touched in any way ; 

and the attachment, as you will perceive, is as firm as ever—the gut, in fact, which 
is the finest drawn gut, would certainly break before yielding. ’ 

I cannot, however, guarantee that with large or clumsy loops, very fine gut might not 
slip; but thejam-knot (and this is one of its excellences) only requiring that the 
gut should pass once, instead of twice, through the loop, the latter can, and should, 
be made as minute as possible. This point has been carefully attended to in my 

atterns. 

; The possible slipping of the fastening through large or clumsy eyes, when fine gut 
is used, is one of the principal reasons why I proposed in-my recent article to 
confine the turned loops for trout-hooks to the four smallest sizes—000 to 1. In 
larger sizes the thickness of the wire of the hook almost unavoidably necessitates a 
large eye ; and in all sizes above No. 1 the metal is thick enough to admit of the 
straight needle-eye being used, as recommended, instead of the turned eye.— 
fam, Xe., H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





AN UNBELIEVER IN EYED - HOOKS. 

Srr,—The columns of your valuable paper have of late been teeming with dis- 
‘cussions on the merits of eyed-hooks over the old system. 

Now, Sir, I do not reckon myself an infallible authority in any one branch of the 
gentle art; but I suppose, as most anglers, I take an interest in, and form an opinion 
upon, all matters which are discussed in the FISHING GAZETTE. 

With reference, then, to eyed-hooks, whether they be salmon or trout size, 
nothing yet has appeared in your paper which, in my opinion, gives the palm to 
eyed-hooks. ; : ; 

One serious defect, and one which it is impossible to get over, is that the “lips” 
of the eye, so to speak, do not close when the gut has been passed through and drawn 
tight in the usual fastening. Fora fastening on an eyed salmon fly to look neat 
the eye would require to be of that size just sufficient for allowing the gut passing 
“ stiffly’ through. What, then, when the circumstances are such as to require the 
use of a lighter cast of gut? In the old system with the twisted gut loop, medium 
or heavy salmon gut answers the same. The “lips” of the loop, when wet, immedi- 
ately close, and you have at the head of your fly a fastening, “fly like,” and for neat- 
ness unsurpassed. 

The advocates of eyed-hooks have never—and wisely, I think—claimed that fish 
rise more readily to the eyed-hook. 

I believe, also, that the fastening on a gut loop is infinitely more secure than on 
the eyed-hook. When striking, in the former you have the loop acting as a spring, 
something very much after the manner, but in a modified form, of Major Traherne’s 
buffer fastening ; whereas, on the eyed-hook, the gut at the fastening not being so 
favoured. receives a sudden check sufficient to cause fly and gut to part company. 
This is one vulnerable point, as it is the only place from the reel on the rod to the 
mouth of the salmon which does not “ give.” 

It is maintained that salmon-flies dressed on eyed-hooks are more economical. I 
do not believe it, as I have found that the gut loop will last out the dressing and be 
perfectly safe after the fly has been rendered unfishable by repeated castings. 

These remarks also apply to trout flies.—I am, &c., 

May 2nd. 


FASTENING EYED-HOOKS TO GUT-WIRE LOOPS. 

Srr,—I am sorry to say that, like “F.R.C.S.,” I have found Mr. Pennell’s knot 
prove a slip. 

Yesterday I tried it and landed two half-pounders, but soon after I took a rest for 
a quarter of an hour or so,and the gut dried. Seeing a heavy fish rising,I threw over 
him without soaking the gut, and he took directly: a leap, then a rush, and he was 
gone—the gut had drawn. 

To lose a three-pounder in well-flogged public water is, I hope, a sufficient excuse 
for the language used, and trust the recording angel acted in my case as he did in 
the much-quoted one of Uncle Toby. Has anyone seen salmon-flies tied with steel 
wire instead of gut loops? On turning out alot of old flies some time since, I found 
a few with wire loops ; I dissected them and found the wire was bound on with silk, 
and then a thick-coating of some black composition like lacquer laid over it. The 
flies appeared to have been used for sea-fishing, and the parts of the hooks uncovered 
with the composition were very rusty, but the whipping was perfectly sound. I 
believe I got these flies in an odd lot at Sir St. George Gore’s sale.—I am, kc., 

Budleigh Salterton. ; E. GOSLING. 
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MAELOG LAKE, ANGLESEY. , aes 
S1r,—In reply to ‘‘Semi-Detached Villa’s ” inquiry as to the fishing in the ahove 
lake, I would state that he will undoubtedly find trout (and large ones) theresbut 
he will also find considerable difficulty in landing them unless the fish have grown 
more obliging than they were when I endeavoured in vain to make their acquaint- 
ance three years ago. I stayed at the hotel close to the lake for some little time, 
and did not regret my visit ; but my success on the water was small, for which very 
’ probably I was to blame as well as the trout. Perhaps “S.-D. V.’s” (if he will ex- 
‘cuse my shortening his nom-de-plume) may succeed better. In any event, he should 
take his gun as well as his rod if he visits the hotel in the autumn, for the flapper 
shooting in the lake is, or was, very good close to the house. ‘There is rabbit-shoot- 
ing among the sandhills behind the hotel, and snipe are to be got on the marshes 
towards the line of railway to valley. There is also good sea-fishing and excellent 
sea-bathing (for swimmers) close at hand. The house has changed hands since I 

was a guest—whether for the better or worse 1am unable to say.—I am, &c., 

MALVERNIAN. 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM.—FISH POISONED IN THE TRENT. 
S1r,—There is very little angling news to report this week. Mr. Littlewood, on 
Monday, had one 2131]b., and Mr. Wood one 153lb. There seem very few fish in the 
river this season. 1 had two days down the river at Collingham, and never saw a 
fish. Large quantities of dead fish lay on the banks. I counted hundreds in a few 
miles, principally roach and dace ; they appear to have been poisoned. Another 
fresh is required to bring more fish up.—I am, &c., A, W. 
May 4th. 


WIMBLEDON LAKH. 

S1r,—Last week Mr. Iles had 2 good carp weighing 93lb., Mr. Newman one 41b. ; 
and yesterday Mr. Smith one 5lb., caught with gentles. It had been taken only a 
few minutes when I saw it; and it shone in the sunlight like aroll of burnished gold. 
I was glad to see several anglers returning to the lake several small bream, about a 
db. inweight. I heard the cuckoo and landrail for the first time this year.—I en &e., 





&- “ PIXIE” TESTIMONIAL. i 
Srr,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following donations from the under- 
mentioned, which I have paid over to Mr. G. King, the Albion, Rodney-road, Wal- 


worth ;— 48.10. 5 
Rodney Piscatorials... Sete ARE ans meine Seat) nC) 
Mr. R. Chantry ae ae bee ee Re Or 2 eG 
Mr. R. Smith vi. ae ans sare Pee. k= 6 
Mr. J. Davis ... os ane bei Mae eee Onan G 
Mr. EK. Pyne ... ite ae ae de pan Wk ode 
Mr..C. A. Pocock) =i. Rs ast Sa pica Ouatanun G 
Mr. J. Moody... Be ne as me. so 10: 2 6 
Mr. H. Flower Mies o3 avr Re 8 Bo ) 


rm bot 


Mr, C.G. Pocock ... = ae oe. Pr a 
—H, W. Frower, Secretary “ Pixie ” Testimonial, 


SYMONDS YAT, ON .THE. WYE, 


Srr,—I see in to-day’s FisHinc GAZETTE a letter from ‘“ Constant Reader.” 
Symonds Yat is on the Wye, between Monmouth and Lydbrook. What sport he may 
now get I can’t say ; fifteen years since it was fair. March Browns, Red Spinner, 
Yellow Duns, buzzand winged, and the everlasting Coch-y-bondhu. Palmers were 
the fiies then used, but I should say a cast with “Marston’s Fancy,” “Ogden’s 
“Na and “Fancy,” with the Alder Fly will tell a tale if there are any fish 

eft. 

Ogden is sending many rods to South Wales, 14ft. 6in., made of blue mahoe, and 
all give great satisfaction, being very light and powerful, and wading is not needed 
so much with rods of that length.—I am, &c., 


Neath, South Wales, May 2. NaS... 


Sin,—Referring to one of your correspondent’s inquiries respecting the fishing 
near Symond’s Yat, and the editorial note appended, Symond’s Yat—yet or gate—is 
near Monmouth, not near Gloucester, a spot justly noted for its bold and magnificent 
scenery. The whole valley of the Wye, from Ross to Chepstow, is very charming, 
especially at this time of the year, and well worth a visit by all lovers of the 
picturesque. 

The Wye contains all kinds of fish, including salmon and trout, and at present, 
and for the next month or so, the river will be alive with salmon pink, or samlets. 
It is impossible to avoid catching them, as they take either worm or fly with avidity; 
but of course it is illegal to take them, and they must be returned when caught. 

The best sport on the Wye is obtained in fishing from a coracle, especially in hot 
weather ; by keeping well out in the river and casting into the bank and under the 
bushes, very good sport is obtained. I once saw two local anglers fishing in this 
manner about the end of May, between Ross and Symond’s Yat ; they were taking 
trout, chub, or dace at almost every cast. The fly used was a Coachman, with per- 
fectly white wings, and dressed rather large. The coracle, however, is rather a 
difficult craft to handle to all but the thoroughly initiated, and it must be no joke 
to have to steer your fragile craft with one handina difficult and treacherous river, 
and cast or play a fish with the other. 

The trout and shad will, for the next few weeks, be ascending the river, and may 
be taken in the shallows, with almost any large showy fly.—I am. &e., 

SINGLE HAIR, 





PRESERVED PRAWNS. 


Srr,—Can you, or any of your readers, inform me where preserved prawns are to be 
obtained? Also, I want to know the name and address of the secretary of the Fly- 
Fishers’ Club at the Adelphi?—I am, &e., . 8. T. N 

Mr. Kelson says: “ Farlow keeps preserved prawns ready for use’; but I get mine 
from Haynes, fishing-tackle maker. Patrick-street, Cork, and hide them in salt, 
which I prefer to glycerine. Those he supplies are exceedingly small, therefore I 
like them better.” 





SALMON FLIES FOR THE HAMPSHIRE AVON, 


Srr,—Will Mr. Kelson kindly inform me what special change of fly he would 
recommend in salmon-fishing on the Hampshire Avon, near Ringwood? Hitherto, 
Ihave kept to the following list: Popham, Eagles, Grey and Yellow and Dusty 
Miller. Mr. Kelson, I see, recommends insects in the GAZETTE. Would you do so 
for the Avon,and what say you to the Alexandra? Any information on the subject 
would be esteemed a favour by one who has read Mr, K.’s various articles with deep 
interest.—I am, &c., Marcus H. Lewis. 


[In reply, Mr. Kelson says : “ Your selection is a good one. I should prefer the 
‘Silver Grey’ to the ‘Alexandra,’ and should try ‘Jock Scott’ with a strip of Ibis 
added to the tail and without the jungle feathers ; the ‘ Penpergwm Pet,’ without 
the Chatterer cheeks, and especially all the grubs which I have lately illustrated 
and'described, except * Ajax,’ unless the water is coloured, But don’t forget the 
‘Black Jay "—a dark fly is almost always useful everywhere, Size, as you are aware, 
is important.” —HED. | 





“STRIKE FROM, THE WINCH” REEL. 


Srr,—Towards the end of last season I got one of these reels, and thou ght that I 
had at last obtained perfection. Iamsorry to say that I have now reason to change 


my mind. I was fishing on Friday (1st May), and found that the reel was always 
working loose. I had to tighten the screw at least four or five times during the 
afternoon. This was not due to the side-screw being slack, and, as far as I can see, 


can only have resulted from the brass wearing very quickly. 
Perhaps some of your readers would give their experiences with these reels, and 
suggest a remedy.—lIam, c., GREEN WREN, 





FISHING ON THE WYE.—OGDEN’S “ MULTUM IN PARVO” RODS. 


S1r,—Your correspondent from Birmingham refers to Simmonds Yat (gate), one 
of the loveliest spots on that most picturesque of English rivers, the Wye. It is 
situated on the extreme border of Gloucestershire, where the noble Forest of Dean 
runs along the edge of the river. I have lived for more than 20 years upon the 
banks of the Wye, within a few miles of Simmonds Yat, and have done a great deal 
of fishing in its waters, though mostly, of late years, for salmon. ~ Coarse fish (roach, 
dace, chub, &c.) swarm in the Wye, but trout and grayling are rather rare. However, 
in May the twait shad comes up in great numbers, and gives rare sport when hooked 
on light tackle. Simmonds Yat Weir is a great place for these peculiar fish, though 
the general mode of capture is a hand-net. The usual flies are the Duns, Red 
Spinner, Red Palmer, Coch-y-bondhu, &c., and large flies for theshad. However, if 
your correspondent will go into Monmouth (about 8 miles) he will find advice, 
civility. and every sort of flies and tackle at the shop of Mr. Thomas, Monnow-street. 
I have always used the “ Multum in Parvo,” and found nothing better for small 
streams, but should recommend something bigger for the Wye. 

I bought my present ‘‘ Multum in Paryo” for 17s. 6d. from Ogden and Scotford, 
Portland-terrace, Cheltenham, and have been very pleased with it, as, indeed, I have 
been with all tackle obtained from them.—I am, &c., VINCENS, 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers 10 be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 


Any of our readers who are interested in agricultural matters will see from an 
advertisement in another column that for sia penny stamps they may have four 
weeks trial of the Scottish Agricultural Gazette—a new and excellent Farmer’s paper 
published every Friday at 63, Princes-street, Edinburgh. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—The combined ill effects of over-crowding, sedentary 
oceupations, and monotony of life are only too well known to those who have to pass the best part of 
their lives labouring in factories and crowded workrooms. The compulsory confinement weakens the 
general health and induces chronic constipation, indigestion, and various forms of skin diseases. 
Holloway’s remedies are of priceless value to persons of this class, for they can be used without entail- 
ing loss of work, being purely vegetable in their composition, and consequently act without harshness 
on the most delicate system. The experience of more than forty years proves that no means surpass 
Holloway’s remedies for curing bad legs, bad breasts, piles, and wounds of all kinds. 
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FISH FARMING FOR THE THAMES, 

AccorRDING to previous notice, the ceremony was performed on Wednesday afternoon 
last of introducing over six thousand young fry of American trout and salmon from 
the hatching apparatus of the National Fish Culture Association into the rearing 
stream and pond at Sunbury. The fish were conveyed in a couple of tin carriers 
from the headquarters at South Kensington by head river-keeper Alfred Thompson, 
and his assistant, George Mires, to the Waterloo Station, and from thence to Sunbury 
by the 1.5 train, where they arrived in splendid condition—not a bit worse for the 
journey—and became “the observed of all observers.’”’ At three o’clock there were 
present at the ponds Messrs. Thomas Spreckley, Alfred Nuthall, J. P. Jones, W. M. 
Wilkinson, W, H. Brougham, I’Anson, H. L. W. Godwin, G. F. Spencer, H. J. Alfred, 
F. H. Lemann, G. W. Lay, and numerons other visitors. Previous to the introduction 
of the youngsters into their new home, Mr. ‘thomas Spreckley, to whom the small 
fry had been presented by the Association for the benefit of the river in which he 
takes so great an interest, made a few appropriate remarks, expressing a sincere 
hope in years to come those small fish will have grown into good specimens, and 
affording great sport for the anglers, which he trusted he might be spared to witness. 
After the introduction of a small portion by Mr. Spreckley, he kindly invited most 
of those present to assist him in the work, which was agreeably accepted. It was 
very fortunate just before the arrival of the fish the weather cleared up, and 
remained delightfully fine throughout. There was some good cheering when all 
Was over, in which the worthy president was not forgotten, and a number of those 
present at once adjourned to the Magpie Hotel, where they sat down to an excellent 
cold collation satisfactorily provided by Mr. Freeman, the proprietor. B. 





THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The following is the annual report and balance-sheet presented to the Delegates 
at the annual general meeting, held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, H.C, 
on Monday, April 20 ;— 

It is with much pleasure we present for your consideration the First 
Annual Report of the labours of your Committee, together with an Audited 
‘Statement of Accounts, both of which we hope may meet with your approval and 
justify the cordial support which you as representatives of the Angling Societies of 
London have at all times during the past year afforded us. We had hoped that the 
Special Committee appointed by the House of Commons to take into consideration 
the public rights upon the river Thames would have resulted in a comprehensive 
Bill being introduced to Parliament. It was therefore with considerable disappoint- 
ment that we learnt the totally inadequate and unsatisfactory contents of Mr, 
‘Storey-Maskelyne’s Bill, which in the first instance we felt it our duty to oppose. as 
Clause 6 appeared to have been drafted with the intention of seriously curtailing 
the rizhts of anglers to fish from boats or punts. Our opposition to this clause has 
resulted in its beeng amended according to our wish; butas there is little prospect 
of the Bill becoming law during the continuance of the present Parliament, it is to 
be hoped that before its re-introduction we shall have an opportunity of suggesting 
further amendments which would prove of service to you. The first point on 
which we desire to offer our congratulations is the undoubtedly successful realisation 
of those many benefits which we had hoped for from the amalgamation of the 
two greater Associations into one body, whose duty it isto more efficiently and 
economically promote and protect your interests. At no previous period in the 
history of ang'ing societies have so many important subjects been dealt with as 
during the past year, and it may therefore be considered fortunate that the two 
committees of twelve, as elected by the late Associations, have been united in the 
work. It is satisfactory for us to be able to report to you that the precarious posi- 
tion in which many of our “railway concessions’ stood, through the abuses which 
had crept in, in consequence of divided authority has, through the assurances with 
respect to the future which we have.been ina position to offer the railway companies, 
been much strengthened, and we have had the further satisfaction of completing 
arrangements with the South-Hastern and the London, Brighton, and South Coast 
Railways, which will enable your members to travel at greatly reduced fares to all 
fishing stations on the lines of these two companies. The Grevt Hastern Riilway 
have als» granted further valuable concessions. We have also been mindful of the 
claims of those preservation societies who are doing such good and effective work on 
Thames, and, in addition to sending representatives to the committees of these 
societies to the represent London anglers, have advised the voting of'sums of money in 
aid of theirfunds. We desire to call your attention to the growing importance and 
necessity of more extensive steps being taken to acquire such waters near London as 
may be in danger of being lost by their being rented by private individuals. Hach 
year waters which have been semi-public are being claimed, and as no doubt many 
of them are private property, we hope that you will determine to persevere with the 
work which has during the past year resulted in our securing such good fishing 
waters for the use of your members as those of the Smaller Lea at Waltham; the 
Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End, and the Wey Navigation River, from Wal- 
sham Lock to Weybridge Lock. The question of the claims of riparian owners to the 
fisheries of our ancient navigable rivers is one of the greatest importance to the 
inhabitants of the cities and towns on their banks, and we therefore deemed it our 
duty to ask your president to attend the public meeting at Nottingham, which met 
to discuss the means of action to be adopted to regain the public rights of fishing on 
the river Trent, which is undoubtedly one of such rivers. It is more than probable 
that the meeting, and the one which is shortly to be held in London, will result in 
such united action being taken as must tend to a settlement of these conflicting 
claims, and we hope that your committee for the ensuing year will be instructed to 
give this matter their consideration. The attention of your committee having been 
specially directed to the Bill recently introduced to Parliament, having for its object 
the better prevention of river pollution, we advised that your president should 
accept the invitation, which he had received, to become a member of the “ National 
Council for the Prevention of River Pollution,” at whose instance the Bill had been 
introduced, so that your wishes might find a voice at their deliberations. We cannot 


refrain from adding that in our opinion it would be much better that a short and 
effective Act should be passed immediately, so as to prevent destruction of the beauty 
and usefulness of other rivers which will, we fear, be the casagif we have to wait 
until scientists and manufacturers are agreed as to what the scientific standards of 
purity should be: surely it is sufficient, in the first instance, to say thatno individual 
shall, without incurring penalties, poison a river which belong not to him but to the 
nation. Your committee feel that the numerous and important duties of the past year 
willinall probability be exceeded by those of the coming one, and therefore they desire 
to impress on the Association the necessity for being prepared to take immediate 
steps—through a committee not less numerous than that whose term of office has 
just expired—to guard your interests. We suggest for your consideration that as 
there is a strong desire to see the work of preservation on the Lea supplemented by 
a continued and judiciously directed effort at re-stecking, that a special fund should 
be set aside for this purpose and called “The Lea Angling Preservation Fund,” to 
which anglers and anglers’ friends should be invited to contribute. There can be 
no reasonable doubt but that many would desire to join those who have already 
either given or promised subscriptions for this purpose, and we shall thereby be 
enabled to carry on the work which has been s9 well initiated by the turning-in of 
50 stock bream, presented by Mr. Lark, of Yarmouth, and 58 splendid tench from 
Blenheim Lake, the smallest weighing over 2lb., and many over 41b. each, making a 
total weight over 1801b. ; these fish were presented by the President, Mr. P. Geen, to 
the Association. The economical administration of such a fund would quickly result 
in better sport for anglers and an increasing number of subscribers. In conclusion, 
your committee would suggest that the yearage on the railway privilege tickets 
should remain as last year, viz. : 2s. per member, which will be an inclusive charge 
for all concessions, together with the right of fishing the private waters rented and 
preserved by the Association. Small as thissum is compared with the benefits 
accruing to members, there can be no question but that it will prove sufficient for 
the disbursements of the ensuing year, as the numerical support already accorded 
your Association leaves no doubt that the satisfactory work of the past year will be 
endorsed and approved by every angler who comprehends the necessity of united 
action in carrying out the objects for which it was formed. In accordance with 
Rule 3, the committee and officers, with the exception of the secretary, retire, and, 
heing eligible, offer themselves for re-election, : 











April 10th, 1885, " ASSETS. £8. Clears 
To ‘Gash in Bakes Reese seckedcnosstnsdetenede-seten tesa aacoaeenee 90 0 0 
Cash imshanditr cv arasncvtnst estes spesienecests cat ataameanm 18 6 74 
Cash due by Societies for Tickets ...............00006 37 OTs 
—145 16 7 
Cagege eh Maen tecengteneet nce kdases cues ye hert ha sede SRR eee | eR ae eee 1 4. 8% 
Rent paid for Waltham Tishery, to March 25th, 1886............ 6O=0 
TOR ATE eae tdade-ene tapetkes £153 1 3h 
By Balance brought down................:02..006 £119 11 Bf 
April 10th, 1885. LIABILITIES. £ Be es ll 
To Rent of Foresters’ Hall—Half Year...............++ a. Oe ® 
Salary due BR: GRUmn6y “aicetecstsnssp ss sudeitasne ase swe 20) 0) 0 
Subscription to Thames Angling Preservation 
Hociéty: (Voted tre iteeseaacee alee sereeesetcy: flaneane 10 19-0 ‘ 
— 33.10 0 
Balance \scmslicav.odanoshehsechlocsdecaualsem eaaean team eeeaeeene aia 119 11, Bh 
TOTAL: Sesh haere mea £153, k.. 3} 





Signed on behalf of the Committee. 
RICHARD GHURNEY, Secretary, 
10, Baches-street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N, 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and (rentlemen to try his standard PLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is requireu, from gentlemen who can fish, to preve 
whether they may be genuine or not, Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 


WANDLE TROUT! USK MonmoutHsHiRE, 
FOR SALE. — | THREE SALMONS HOTEL, 


Some Thousands of the YOUNG FRY 
of these celebrated Fish will be ready for 
removal about the 20th of May. Price, 
£3 per thousand.—Apply to 


H. N. G., Hon. Sec., 
WANDLE FISHING ASSOCIATION, 
THE CoTrracer, MITCHAM, SuRREY, 








This Hotel is within Five Minutes’ Walk of the 
River Usk, noted foritsSalmonand Trout Fishing. 
It is the most centrally situated Hotelon the river, 
having five miles of water above and belaw the 
town, available for Holders of Salmon and Trout 
Tickets. 


Particulars on application to the 


PROPRIETORS. 


AKERS OF FISHING TACKLE 
can have Glass Case Space, for 
Exhibiting New Inventions, at my 
Hotel, gratis, conditionally, that all 
articles are of first quality only —CHAS, 
M. FOOTTIT, Angler Hotel, Marlow. 








AYFIELD GRANGE, Ashbourne. 
Most delightfully situate, and 
standing in its own grounds ; with first- 
class Accommodation for Ladies and 
Gentlemen, and good Trout-Fishing.— 
Miss SMITH, Proprietress. 








BEDSTEADS MAPLE 
BEDSTEADS 


145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 





FURNITURE 


& CO,, 
FURNITURE 


TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 


10,000 BRASS and IRON 
BEDSTEADS in STOCK, from 
8s. 9d. to 50 Guineas. 
500 BEDROOM SUITES COM- 
PLETE, in STOCK, from 
53 to 200 Guineas. 


London, W. 


The Largest and Most Convenient 


FURNISHING ESTABLISHMENT. 


By far the Largest and Best 
Selection of First-class 
FURNITURE, CARPETS, 
CURTAINS, &c., 
in the World. 





is ic TT i G unusual advantage is otlered, 
4 AN 


packe s 





AY APLE & CO,’S FURNISHING ESTABLISHMENT, THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD. 


i ACRES _ot SHOW ROOMS for the display of first-class Furniture, ready for immediate 
delivery. Novelties every day from all parts of the Globe, 
this collection of household vequisites, it being one of the sights in London. 
Having large space, all goods are packed on the p.emises by experienced 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE POST FREE. 


MAPLE & CO., MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS FURNITURE, LO 


ARPETS 
ARPETS 
ND 


ON & PARIS, 


No family ought to furnish before viewing 


To export merchants an t 
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ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


268, per Gall. | *"crriage Pa. | OS, Per Dozen. 


Carriage Paid. 


“A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 


89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 





FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 


FREE from FUSE OIL. 
Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers. . 










SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE, 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 


Where you oan obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT, below 
usual prices. 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884, 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting, 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 


SNe Coen Gyros. 











Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are sdlicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
lei To ve part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 
3 12s, 6 4 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Scotch Agency—Mr, Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Trish Agency—Mr, T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 
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A WORK EVERY ANGLER SHOULD BUY.* 


WE must congratulate Messrs. G. Little and Co., Fishing-tackle 
Makers, 15, Fetter-lane, London, on their enterprise in presenting 
the angling world with such a really wonderful shilling’sworth as 
their “ Annual and Fishing Directory for 1885” ; and the coloured 
large scale map of the Thames which they give with the cloth-bound 
edition of the same work. The map is in four sheets, and comprises 
the whole of the river from Riverhead to Putney Bridge—a distance 
of about 150 miles. It is the most useful map of the river ever pub- 
lished. It will be invaluable to Thames anglers and boating men, 
and ought to be in every angling club and every riverside hotel. 

As regards the “Annual,” we can confidently recommend every 
angler who can spare the small sum of one shilling to buy it. Mr. 
Broomhead, the Editor, has done his work thoroughly well, and this 
revised and enlarged edition does him great credit. The index has 
been greatly augmented, and now contains nearly two thousand 





* “Little's Anglers’ Annual Fishing Directory, 1885.” Demy 8vo, over 200 pages. 
Post free for ls, 2d., in stamps, from G. Little and Co., 15, Fetter-lane, London. 
Also in cloth, with large coloured map of the Thames, price 3s, 6d. ; 


references to fishing places in England and Wales, particulars of 
clubs, associations, &c., &c. The first six pages consist of a calendar, 
in which interesting angling events are noted; then follow some 
good general articles on pike and trout-fishing, angling delights, the 
German carp, ancient fish-hooks, directions for collecting and pre- 
serving fish, &c. Then come full particulars of London and _ pro- 
vincial angling associations, societies, &c., a long chapter on “ Baits, 
Recipes, &c.,” particulars of railway facilities for anglers, fishery 
districts in England and Wales, and the rest of the work (over 100 
pages) is devoted to “The Waters of England and Wales,” described 
under “Counties.” Fishing-tackle makers often write to us asking 
for the addresses of secretaries of angling clubs and associations, 
with a view to sending their catalogues and trade lists. They will 
find this work gives almost complete particulars in this respect, and 
they will find ita most useful work of reference generally. The delay in 
publication has been caused by the preparation of the expensive map 
of the Thames, and this accounts for the fact that the Amberley 
exgursions are described as still being carried on by Mr. Clout, and 
that no mention is made of the Fly-Fishers’ Club established within 
the last few months, but already numbering considerably over 200 
members. 

We hope anglers will encourage Messrs. Little to go on with their 
work by purchasing it,and also by sending the Editor any corrections 
or additions that may occur to them. It is out of the question to 
expect a work of this kind, giving such a mass of information, to be 
correct in every particular; but as far as we have been able to test 
it, we have found it most carefully done in every way. 





THE FIFTH “FISHING GAZETTE” FLY AND BAIT- 
CASTING TOURNAMENT IN AID OF THE ANGLERS’ 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


WE are glad to announce that the Fifth Tournament in aid of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society will be held on the first or second 
Saturday in August. Further particulars will be given shortly ; but 
we may. say that it is hoped to make the fly-casting both more 
attractive and more valuable both as regards results obtained and as 
an exhibition of the value of various makes of rods, especially of the 
split-cane rods, which are becoming so popular with many anglers 
in this country. 

We shall be happy to acknowledge and notice in the GAZETTE 
any prizes sent by fishing-tackle makers and others to be competed 
for at the Tournament. 





ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—NO. 23. 
By Mr. Gro. M. KELSON. 
11, 12.—Usk PATTERNS (Continued). 


AND now we come to the Macaws—they have strong claims upon 
our attention. 

These attractive and splendid fellows are hailed with a hearty 
welcome, and are pretty sure to remain great favourites with us all, 
not only because they are embellished with the finest colours Nature 
can bestow, but also seem never to fade. Being tough, the fibres 
stand the good hard wear and tear required of them, and are, in 
addition to this, briskly animate in the water, which to me is a grand 
feature, and a particular mark of distinction. Indeed, there is a 
genuine loyalty to truth in all the feathers of healthy birds, if I may 
use the expression. 

The “ powdered blue,” taken from the red species, look exactly the 
same shade in the water as they do out, and deserve the commenda- 
tion of all true judges; their pretty stripes are very effective, and 
show to great advantage in the wings. We should not forget that the 
hackles from beth kinds are very serviceable for large private 
patterns, and beirg so superior, render comparison with dyed 
samples almost out of the question. 

But it is the strands of the leading tail feather of the blue bird 
which are deputed to represent the horns of ninety per cent. of our 
stock of flies; the deception being perfect and so true, one could 
almost declare they were keenly alive to the responsibilities imposed 
upon them—or were real. 

In reference to Swans, suffice it to say they are exquisitely suit- 
able for our work; the consistency of the feathers is superb, and 
just what we want. For dyeing purposes they are better adapted 
than anything, being so beautifully white —a very essential 
condition for all the blue shades. The Peacock—but perhaps this is 
scarcely within my province—is said to have the plumage of an 
angel, the voice of a devil, and the stomach of a thief. 

Such unusual peculiarities mark pretty well the nature of this 
extraordinary bird ; but still, when it appears with its tail expanded, 
there is nothing among the feathered creation to compare with it for 
beauty. Yet. that horrid screech, combined with its insatiable 
gluttony and spirit of depredation, make it the most nerve-trying 
domestic torment that man ever took under his protection. 

Nevertheless, the Peacock is a grand creature, and a useful friend 
to fly-makers. But the herls from the tail and sword feathers are 
often disappointing ; unfortunately, they lose their strength, and 
quickly deteriorate unless kept and placed at once into airtight boxes, 
and even then I prefer them fresh. It isnecessary to see to this, or 
else we are sure to pay the penalty of our blindness by the tantalising 
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loss of half our wings, which are always breaking off after a few casts 
when made up with old herls.. As to the manipulation of these 
unruly plumes I shall have something to say by-and-by. 

The dark and creamy transversely speckled feathers from. the 
wing of the bird are occasionally required for some of. the 
“standards” ; but, for choice, give me the Amherst Pheasant tail, I 
think I called your attention to thet before. 

Some few years ago-I had a quantity of these feathers sent me 
from Thibet, containing’ brilliant shades of blue, yellow, red, and 
green ; but they were soon swallowed up in fly-making, and I have 
never been abie to replenish the store. That-breed of Peacock to me 
is almost unknown, and I should be glad of,any information if the 
feathers.are of any real value, 

Now we come to Bustards. You will find the Africans are 
undoubtedly the best, possessing just those elements in which the 
others.are slightly deficient. Their feathers, as well as those of the 
Florican—another of. the Asiatic variety, I believe, and one 
considered to be a great delicacy for the table—are more distinctly 
marked ; and although. they. are said to be softer, the impression, I 
suppose, naturally arises from the peculiar coating over them, but 
that is only a minute superficial fur, and does not handicap their merit 
at all.in my estimation.. You will soon pin your faith in them, and 
find that they are more lively in the water than the European tribe. 
As these feathers are constantly called into requisition, I should tell 
you that it is absolutely necessary to collect: them soon after the 
moulting season if you expect them. to wear well, as the fibres grow 
brittle inno time, and gradually fade until the excellent mottle has 
more than half died away. They take very much after those of the 
Turkey, require but little skill to manage, and being likewise less 
obstinate than any of our other provisions, yield more readily to our 
wishes. 

IT think it is hardly worth while to enumerate the more common 
materials, so let us pass over them, for I have nothing to suggest 
beyond that, which, is generally known. Neither do’ I desire to go 
into the, pros. and cons. of the enormously long, coarse fibred set—I 
mean. those “ incompetent associates,” such as the Lyre bird’s, which 
are often worked in on. yery large hooks, because of their convenient 
length. Then we still hear of the hen Pheasant and Bittern class 
of feather savouring of old-fashioned ideas, and nothing, to my mind, 
but a beautiful embodiment. of eccentric tradition. And. there is 
also any quantity of refuse of a somewhat similar description in the 
market, which I always. vow. vengeance’ against—being only a 
hoarded-up lot of worthless stuff, reminding one of the keepsakes of 
our grandmother’s era. I trust you will agree with me thatit is 
useless to bring to life all such nebulous relics of antiquity, which 
nowadays could only be received with a sort of yawning reverence, 





Take, for example, the Dee style of wing—the best of that class. I 
suggest there is a something even there which argues a ludicrous 
incapacity. Yes,some of the old school—but not many—still stick to 
old-fashioned ideas, and admire stiff, coarse, single-strip wings ; but 
to the modernised angler of a better educated age all that rubbish, 
comparatively speaking, brings no satisfaction, no benefit, no any- 
thing. 

Turning again to the question of these apterous or wingless flies, 
I am sorry I omitted to mention last week why the points of the 
Tippet appeared so curiously scattered, showing, however, to unusual 
advantage, for I am aware that amateur fly-makers are generally 
particular as to appearance, and it is not nice for one’s long-matured 
schemes to meet with defeat at the moment of expected gratification. 

That chief attraction in the Tippet Grub was invested by the 
peculiar shape of the feathers—I may say, amounting almost to a 
deformity. Taken from quite the side edges of the tuft, the 
irregular growth which befriended us, as it happened, is merely a 
characteristic when lettuces or the like are overlooked in the bird’s 
diet. The usual square-ended and evenly-shaped feathers answer 
our piscatorial purposes, but you must not expect to please the eye, 
or make anything like so good an exhibition of technical proficiency 
as the engraving suggested, without falling back upon the malformed 
material, which, as a rule, is only used in strands. 

This week’s illustration is also cleverly executed, and represents a 
favourite dark water fly—plain and simple enough, yet a pattern I 
can confidently recommend to you. It has always gone by the name 
of Ajax, and may be dressed :— 


Tag : Silver twist and red silk, 

No. 1 hackle, a small coch-y-bonddu, and a very small point of a 
Jungle (as shown) on either side of the hook, The body in alternate 
coils of yellow. and black chenille. fi 
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‘he hooked and landed two grayling, 
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No. 2, or centre hackles, a larger coch-y-bonddu, and cheeked as 
before. en ; 

No. 3, or head hackles, a full-sized coch-y-bonddu, and a couple of 
turns of Gallina dyed red, with the Jungle repeated. — 

But for open pools or in bright weather 


THE Hor Dog 


will befound invaluable. 1t is made after the same fashion, but the 
cheeks, instead of Jungle, are from the head ofa purple-necked 
Chatterer over yellow hackles; with just a couple of turns of Gallina 
(as before) at the head, dyed orange; the tag being of gold twist and 
yellow silk; and the body yellow seal’s fur well picked out. a 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


A VERY interesting paper was read by Professor EH. Ray Lankester ab, the 
Society of Arts, last Wednesday evening, on “‘ The Value of a Marine Laboratory 
to the Development and Regulation of our Sea, Fisheries.” - The object of the 
paper was to prove the necessity for a Marine Biological Association: It will 
be remembered by our readers that part of the surplus of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition was devoted to the establishment of an association of this 
kind, and the only wonder is that, in a country so dependent:on the. sea for a 
creat portion of its food supply as ours, such a society has not been long at 
work. In this, asin other matters connected with our fisheries, we are far 
behind the| Americans. If we were asked to summarise Professor Lankester’s 
lecture in a few words, we should say it consisted of an admirable resumé of 
things we ‘do not know.” For instance, we do not know why soles aré getting 
scarcer, why oysters are not more abundant, what effect trawl-fishing has, how 
to cultivate sea fish, why certain fisheries fail some years, andsoon. The 
object of the Marine Biological Association is, if possible, to. supply informa- 
tion on these and kindred matters, and in the general interest it is devoutly to 
be hoped it will succeed. 4 
* * * * 

Few anglers will dispute the fact that a spliced rod is better, so far as actual 
fishing is concerned, than one fastened together with the ordinary ferrules. Mr. 
James Ogden, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, sells a spliced rod which, 
under the name of ‘‘ Multum in Parvo,” has got a first-class reputation among 
anglers. It is in every way a nicely-finished, well-made rod.. Mr. Ogden takes 
especial care in selecting the wood from which it is made, and if you know how 
to describe what you want in the way of play—whether stiff, medium, or 
whippy—you can get it from Mr. Ogden. Mr. O. also makes a most useful 
“ Combination rod,” from the pattern of Major Bruce Seton. It hag an extra 
short butt, which you carry in your creel; and then if you wantalonger rod, you 
simply add the extra butt (which is made to fit the ordinary butt) and shift 
the reel. How often one comes toa place which is unfishable for want of a 
little more length in the rod! This arrangement obviates the difficulty in a 
perfectly simple and effective manner. . 

* * * 


% * 

The Great Newbury trout has come to an ignominious end, as will be seen 

from a note we publish elsewhere. 
3 * * * * 

In consequence of the scarcity of trout in the streams of the Hast Riding of 
Yorkshire, the size of takeable fish has been raised to eleven inches—a wise 
regulation. , 

* * * * * 

“Marston’s Fancy” has been killing its share of fish so far this season. We 
have had as good sport as anyone else, when fishing recently in the Kennet and 
Test, using this new fly as against the eternal quills and duns.. Dr. Hamilton, 
Dr. Brunton, and many others, report well of it. With the following modifica- 
tions, Dr. Brunton thinks it is an A 1 Sewin fly (made larger, of course)—.e., 
with gold rib on body and scarlet Ibis tail. Mr. James Ogden, 28, Winchcomb- 
street, Cheltenham, says he likes Dr. Brunton’s suggestion very much indeed ; 
dressed small, it would be a “nailing” grayling fly with the scarlet Ibis 
nee x * * * * 

“Red Spinner” got 10 brace of trout in the Darenth the other day, chiefly 
with Hofland’s and Marston’s Fancy. ; 

* * * * * 

There is a story that during the American War of Independence some 
American officers, anxious to do honour to their French guests at a dinner, 
scoured the neighbourhood for frogs, and had them served up whole in soup, 
greatly to the amusement, and not a litile to the disgust, of messieurs. Our 
American cousins seem to have become more partial to frogs than the French, 
and, according to Forest and Stream, New York alone consumes over two 
thousand pounds’ weight daily. By Yankee epicures the big green “ bull-frog ” 
appears to be considered the ‘‘real jam,” its flesh being as white as that of a 
chicken when dressed properly. Thousands of them are sent alive in damp 
moss to Europe every year. i 

Mr. F, Malcom, manager for Messrs. Cording and ©o., waterproof manu- 
facturers, 40, Ludgate-hill (late Woolgar and Co.), writes : “ Herewith I send 
you one of our improved Freke fishing bags, with the removable back, or fish 
bag.” We consider this is a very great improvement, as you can now haye the 
bag which contains the fish washed as often as necessary. The “Freke” is 
undoubtedly the best of the varions fishing bags. Mr. Macolm is himself an 
enthusiastic angler, and knows what is wanted. Any angler who places himself 
in Mr. M.’s hands to be waterproofed either quarter, half, or whole length, will 
be thoroughly satisfied. 

* * * * * 

Mr. Alfred Nuthall, of Kingston, writes: “I am delighted to report my 
great success in hatching a large number of perch from spawn in a Lund box on 
the Thames at the bottom of my garden ; it only shows what can be done with 
a little attention and perseverance. Head river-keeper Thompson has just seen 
them ; they look strong and well. Would you advise turning them adrift, or 
keeping them until they grow larger ? Should they be fed, and on what? If you 
have space in your next Saturday’s Gazerrn, kindly state any gentleman may 
have a peep at the brood on calling at Thames-street, Kingston.” We are glad 
to hear of this further proof of the value of the Lund box, and should advise 
Mr. Nuthall to let the youngsters out into some quiet weedy backwater. 

* * * * 


While Mr. T. Dobie, Dam House, was fishing in the Annan afew days ago 
“This beautiful fish has never been 
known to frequent the Annan, and a similar incident has not happened in the 
remembrance of the oldest fishers.” : ; 


s 





‘ 
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~ We see from the report of the Watford Piscators that eighteen trout weighed | who saw the encounter and hauled this-helpless union jack ashore near New- 


in by their members last season scaled over 46lb. Not many of our streams 
produce such fine trout as the Colne, 

1 * * * * * 

Mr. P. D. Malloch, of Perth, won the first prize in the Kinross-shire Club 
competition on Loch Leven. His best fish was 1lb. 120z. (As a general rule, 
the Loch Leven trout average almost exactly Ib. in weight.) There were 
thirty-one competitors. Mr. Malloch is hard to beat : he knows all about the 
best flies for this loch. 

ok * * * * 

All Mr. James Temple's friends will be expecting presents of salmon, Mr. T. 
is fishing on Loch Tay, and we are glad to see he got one fish of 16lb. and 
another of 28lb. the other day. We shall doubtless have some more of Mr. T’.’s 
capital fishing sketches in the Sporting and Dramatic shortly. 

* E * * 


' Mr. A. Calder won the club medal and rod in the annual competition last 
Friday of the old-established Ellem Club, on the Whitadder; he had 153 brace 
of trout, weighing nearly 91b. 

* * * * * 

We are glad to see that the Anglers’ Club of Ireland promises to bea success. 
The club is formed, and consists of one hundred original members, with 
power to add to their number. A general meeting will shortly be held to 
consider the best method of opposing the proposed pernicious Bill brought into 

Parliament for shortening the weekly close time, which, if passed into law, 
might be styled ‘‘An Act for the Destruction of Salmon in Ireland, and of the 

Rights of Riparian Proprietors.” Applications for membership from all parts 
of the country have been received by the provincial trustees, and a meeting of 
all the members will soon be called to settle the rules, and place the club on a 
permanent footing. 

* * * * * 

Six hundred fine Loch Leven yearlings? were turned into the river at South- 

well, on Saturday last, from the Manor Fishery, Caistor, and on Tuesday three 

_ thousand fine Fario fry,and two hundred Leven yearlings went into the waters 
of the Spilsby Association from the same place. Six thousand Leven yearlings 
have been sent out this season, with only one dead fish. 


ae * * * * 


The deputation from angling societies which waited on the Thames Con- 
servators to make suggestions as to fishing from the weir-heads last Monday 
must have amused Sir F. Nicholson. Mr. Spreckley, representing by far the 
larger portion of Thames anglers, found, to his surprise, that the other members 
of the deputation came together with anything but unanimous views as to 
what they wanted. Mr. Spreckley wanted one thing, Mr. Clark (representing 
the Maidenhead Association) wanted another, Mr. Foottitt and Mr. Bambridge 
also wanted different things. Sir F. Nicholson promised to consider all the 
various suggestions that had been made. Between so many uneven stools, 
we fear the prospects of those who want to fish from the weir-heads will 
come to grief. 

1 * * * ok 
In reference to the melancholy death by drowning of Mr. Guy Alexander, of 
London, lessee of Dryburgh fishings, a few days ago, a correspondent of the 
Northern Whig writes: “The circumstances in connection with this accident 
should help to direct the attention of anglers to the danger of using wading 
trousers if they are tightly fastened round the body. The wading trousers 
generally reach the waist, and are air and water-tight. For the sake of con- 
venience, and also perhaps for warmth, some anglers use a strong leather belt 
tightened round the body over the fishing jacket. This arrangement may be 
comforiable and convenient, but it is nevertheless manifestly dangerous. Sup- 
pose the angler is wading in water three or three and a half feet deep, and 
happens to stumble over a stone or other impediment, he is powerless to save 
himself. The watertight boots and trousers filled with air give buoyancy to 
the lower limbs, and consequently the head is forced down. The comfortable 
‘belt round the waist thus becomes an efficacious means of drowning the 

" wearer.” 

a at ae ae ae 

It is stated by the Court Circular that “for some unknown reason the 
Spanish gut crop has almost wholly failed.” Bad news, if true. 

p ae at ae ae ae 


Some country magistrates declined to convict a man for “ taking crayfish other 
_ than by angling for it,” and dismissed the charge on the ground that the crayfish 
‘is not a fish. The High Court of Justice, however, have ruled that a crayfish 
is a fish, and have ordered the magistrates to convict the man and make him 
pay penalties. 
* * * * * 

Is it true that certain Thames professionals are in the habit of catching 
Thames trout, keeping them alive in their punt well, and then wiring to certain 
patrons, who come down post-haste, ‘and after an exciting fight, in which they 

“nearly lost him” several times, succeed in landing the identical fish which 
has been kicking about in the well for half a day or more? The bait used is 
said to be a Golden Spinner. We name no names, but certain ugly rumours to 
this effect have come to our ears. . 

pe Toe a * * * * 

“Don’t be surprised if you get a bit of dynamite and a Yankee clock as a 

' present,” is the remark of a correspondent who thanks us for exposing the pot- 
hunting proclivities of certain “gentlemen” anglers referred to recently as 

_ selling all the salmon they or their gillies can catch in some of the best stretches 
_ of the Aberdeenshire Dee. BY 
. x 


oY 
® * * P 


- A gentleman fishing in the Windrush (Wilts) recently was fortunate enough 
to capture a 1621b. pike. Fancy the ravages of such a brute in a little trout 
' stream like this ! 
— s * * * * * ys 
On Monday next the Prince and Princess of Wales are to open the enormous 
building called by the outlandish name of the “ Hotel Métropole.” Why can- 
-not an English hotel be called by an English name? Some idea of the ‘size of 
this new inn may be inferred from the fact that it has six hundred bedrooms, 
and can comfortably seat a thousand guests at dinner at one time, while for the 
corridors alone over four miles of dado material have been used. The principal 
decorative work, as well as the entire furnishing, has been carried out by 
Messrs. Maple and Co., of Tottenham Court-road. : 
* * 
Dr. Llewellyn, fishing recently.on the Little Dart, got twenty brace of trout, 


some going #lb, Good sport has also been had on the Torridge, the Yeo, and 
the Creedy. aa 


* * * * ws 
~»., Pike are voracious, we all know ; but we never before heard of one of 341b. 
attempting to swallow one of 5}1b. The fact is vouched for by a gentlemen 


castle-on-Tyne the other day. . 
uF * q } * 

So many Scandinavian and American rivers have been ruined by sawdust, 
that it is good news to hear a new use has been found for it. The Rutland 
Daily Herald (Vermont) is printed on paper made entirely from sawdust, and 
the pulp is also utilised for pails, barrels, and mouldings. 

‘e + * * ay 
We hope next week to give a portrait and some reminiscences of Dicky Rout- 
ledge, whose death we noticed last week. ‘ 
at * 83 * * 

Campers-out, and, indeed, sportsmen of all kinds who take things easily, will 
appreciate the new patent “Shrapnel Folding Table and Seat.” This table, 
when open, is large enough for six persons to sit at with comfort. When 
closed, the seats fold inside it, and they can be fitted with four tin boxes for 
food, &c. It is very portable, and in every way a capital idea. It can be seen 
at the “ Inventories,” or particulars can be had of the sole agent, fF. T. Baker, 
21, Cockspur-street. 

a * * * * 

Fly-makers, both amateur and professional, often write to ask us where they 
can get good silk for fly-tying purposes. By far the best, in our opinion, is 
that supplied (wholesale only) by Messrs. James Pearsall and Co., 134, Cheap- 
side, London, and known as ‘Gossamer Fly-tying Silk.”. It is wonderfully 
fine and strong, and dyed in eighteen different shades. Messrs. Pearsall inform 
us that the following firms keep their reels of silk in stock—viz., Messrs. Far- 
low and Co., Strand ; Messrs. Bowness, Strand; and Mr. Aldred, of Oxford- 
street. Being made specially for fly-tying, and dyed in fast colours, we are 
confident there is nothing in the market to equal them ; the fact that they are 
used by such well-known amateur fly-tyers as Mr. Geo. M. Kelson, Mr. H. §. 
Hall, Mr. F. M. Halford, and many others we could name is quite sufficient 
testimony to their value. 

* * * a * 

Doubtless many of our readers intend to spend their summer holidays in the 
Border country—that land of lovely scenery and prolific trout streams ; but 
even if they do not, we can still recommend them to procure a copy of ‘“ Daw- 
son’s Illustrated Guide to the Border Land,” published at 1s., by W. Dawson, 
Sandgate, Berwick. It is full of interesting reading ; but its chief value to the 
angler consists in an appendix, entitled “The Angler’s Notebook,” describing 
such celebrated streams as the Tyne, Wansbeck, Blyth, Coquet, Aln, Tweed, 
Till, Breamish, Beaumont, Glen, Teviot, Whitadder, Blackadder, Eye, &c. The 
mere mention of these waters makes one long to revisit them ; there is a charm 
about fishing on them which, with all their advantages as regards larger fish, 
we never experience in our slow, weedy South of England streams. Weed- 
cutting must have been invented by the devil. Anglers in the North are spared 
the necessity for using a vast amount of strong language. 

* * * * * 

A good proof of the growth of the dry-fly system is the number of inventions 
in the shape of boxes for carrying flies on eyed-hooks which are continually 
coming out. One of the best, because simplest and lightest, is one Major Car- 
lisle (“ South-West,” of the Field) showed us the other day when fishing on 
the Test. It is made from his design by Messrs. Haton and Deller, of Crooked- 
lane, E.C. It consists simply of a small wooden frame, like a slate frame, 
with two sheets of flannel or felt stretched inside. It slides into a light tin or 
leather case. They are made with one or more frames, as desired. <A frame 
4in. by 6in. will hold two gross of flies on eyed-hooks, and as they are all stuck 
in the flannel or felt, they cannot blow away, and the frame prevents the wings 
being crushed at all. Messrs. G. Little and Co. have brought out a circular box 
divided into triangular compartments, with a circular revolving inner lid, with 
but one triangular opening and a triangular lid to it. You open this small lid, 
and then turn the circular top round until you come to the compartment con- 
taining the flies you want. Itis an ingenious idea, There is also a compart- 
ment for casts. The only drawbacks are its weight and the possibility of the 
hooks getting damaged by the edge of the revolving disc.g Messrs. Farlow’s box 
is very similar in appearance, except that there is no revolving lid, each 
triangular compartment having a separate lid. Here again the weight is an 
objection, to some extent. We must say that, for our part, we prefer Major 
Carlisle’s box to any we have yet seen. 





IN A SUBURBAN GARDEN. 


By “Tue AMATEUR ANGLER.” 





“ And so you have a garden of your own, and you plant, and are dirty and amused, 
Aye you not ashamed of yourself?” 
* * * * * 

“Dear ! how charming it must be to wall out into one’s own garding and siton a 
bench in the open air, with a fountain and leaden statue, anda rolling stone, and 
an arbour! Have a care of sore throats, though, and the agoe,’—Gray’s Letters to 
Rev, Norton Nicholls, 


Some of your readers have been good enough to express a wish to hear from 
me again ; but if they want something about angling, they must wait till I get 
my usual brief annual holiday. Meanwhile, would they care to know anything 
of my “ Amateur Gardening Experiences” ? : : 

I am, as you know, a busy city man ; the never-ending duties of business keep 
me at my desk for ten hours a day—often more, seldom less ; so, you see, my 
angling experiences are limited to two or three weeks ina year. But my 
suburban garden is with me all the year round—not that I see very much of it, 
the city mill is too exacting. 

During the winter months, when all outside is cold and dreary, when the sky 
is leaden and the sun never shines, I am contented erough in my business, 
which has much in it to interest and amuse me ; but when 

‘Tis a month before the month of May, 
And the spring comes slowly up this way,”— 


when my lawn begins to look green with the fresh young grass, when my early 
peas and beans are beginning to peep from underneath the fresh mould, and the 
pear and apple trees put forth their buds and-blossoms—then, I confess, the ties 
and bonds of never-ending business begin to pall upon me, for it is only in the 
early mornings, on Saturday afternoons, and on Sundays that I can watch and 
rejoice over these natural developments. , 

“T never had,” says Cowley, “any other desire so strong, and so like to 
covetousness, as that one which I have had always—that I may be master of a 
small house and a large garden,” and I am of the same way of thinking. 

I have a really pleasant little suburban garden: it is quite delightful when 
the golden laburnums and white and purple lilacs are in full bloom ; and 
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although I live considerably within the postal radius, surrounded on all sides by 
houses, my garden is sometimes alive with the songs of many birds. 

Tam quite as ignorant as a city man may be expected to be of the natural 
history of birds, but I hope I may be permitted to love them without a 
scientific knowledge of their habits, manners, and migrations. I welcome them 
when they pay me a visit, and it pleases me in leisure moments to watch their 
antics, and their little bright-eyed, tricky ways. 

IT am constantly reminded of the country by the songs of blackbirds and 
thrushes ; robins and wrens are regular visitors. Occasionally I see in my apple 
trees pie-finches and green linnets, whilst starlings on my lawn and tom-tits in 
the silver birch and mulberry trees are always quite at home. I have also seen, 
in the summer months, a pretty, shy little bird with a wailing note, breaking 
out sometimes into a sweet and clear warble, which I take to be ‘‘the garden 
warbler.” It is very difficult to get sight of, for it sings in amongst the leaves, 
and the moment one begins to look for it, it stops short in its song and is off 
like a dart. 

In the little field in front of us we frequently have a pair or two of skylarks, 
though why they should come away from the beautiful meadows in the far-off 
country and pour forth their “music sweet as love” in the murky, foggy sky 
that generally overhangs that field I know not, unless they come out of pure 
loving kindness to us poor City mortals, to gladden our hearts with their sweet 
notes. 

This year they began on the “Feast of St. Valentine,” a cold and foggy 
morning ; and pleasant as surprising it was, from one’s dressing-room window, 
for the first time this year 

“To hear the lark begin his flight, 
And singing, startle the dull night 
From his watch tower in the skies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth rise.” 


Only, unfortunately, the dawn was not dappled—the little songsters could be 
heard but not seen ; their music came down through a dense fog, perhaps all 
the more thrillingly and with more chastened melody on that account. 

Swallows, swifts, and martins occasionally venture so far over the surround- 
ing chimneypotsas to floatabout over that meadow—surely more for our pleasure 
who see them, than for any special advantage to themselves ; but they never 
stay long, nor haye I ever seen them alight on rail, or tree, or housetop. 

Now and then, when old Charlie, our cat, is away, I have had the pleasure of 
seeing half-a-dozen rooks at a time come down tomy lawn to pick up the worms, 
or the crumbs I had thrown out to temptthem. These rooks are uncommonly 
cautious, diplomatic birds. I notice that whenever there are six on the lawn, 
there is always a signalman perched up on a high branch of a neighbouring tree, 
and no sooner does a biped or quadruped approach within what his observant 
eye deems to be the radius of danger, than he gives a loud caw-caw, and off they 
go for a short time ; but if they happen to be hungry, and the worms or crumbs 
are plentiful, they are sure to return—first to the tallest trees, then, if the coast 
is clear, they drop down one by one and resume business, but always leaving 
one sentinel aloft. 

As to the migration of certain birds there still seems to be a good deal of 
doubt amongst learned ornithologists ; my rooks certainly do not migrate very 
far. Ihave no idea whence they come or whither they go ; but they are constant 
visitors all the year round, and I have been surprised that they don’t build and 
have a real home in the tall trees which surround my garden. I wish they 
would. But my trees are poplars, and I have a notion that rooks don’t like 
poplars for building purposes : their nests would be swung about too much in 
a strong wind. 

Starlings bother me a good deal as to their comings and goings ; they seem 
to be here to-day and gone to-morrow all the year round, except, perhaps, in the 
spring, when they are less numerous, and I suppose many of them are off 
somewhere in the country about their nest-building business, and that is the 
very time I want them most, to help the sparrows to eat the nasty green grubs 
that devour the leaves of my gooseberry trees. 

Sparrows, I am afraid, don’t do much in the spring by way of eating grubs to 
compensate for the damage they do to my gooseberry treesin the winter. If 
they would only eat the grubs now as industriously as they ate the fruit and 
leaf-buds in the winter, I could forgive them. On many of the trees the 
branches are bare of leaf and fruit just so far up as the twig would bear the 
weight of a sparrow, and the leaves and fruit are found only on the tips which 
they could not reach. On the whole, I think sparrows are a nuisance—they are 
as mischievous as they are impudent ; but I don’t dislike them. 

One Sunday in January, a very cold, frosty, and foggy afternoon, I noticed 
scores of starlings sitting in twos and threes on the top branches of the naked 
trees, their feathers ruffled up as if they were “a-cold,”’ and occasionally 
uttering a low wailing note, subsiding into crooning little guttural songs. They 
seemed to have given up business for the day as hopeless labour on the frozen 
ground ; but when I threw down a few handfuls of bread-crumbs, the lawn was 
soon alive with starlings and sparrows. 

It is curious to see them at work; there is no talking or chattering then— 
every one pecks away for himself, or steals a choice morsel from his neighbour. 
They seem to be proud of the society of the rooks, and sparrows are never so 
busy on the lawn as when the starlings are there; then they seem to imagine 
themselves to be starlings too. 

Of an evening, when their craws are full—and they take a deal of filling —they 
muster together on some tall trees and have friendly chats about our wicked old 
Charlie andthe business and adventures of the day. They don’t roost on the 
trees ; when their confabulation is over they start off somewhere else to bed, 
probably to some far-off fields in the country, where they were bred and born. 

It has been a matter of surprise to me that although at different times we 
are visited by so many birds, they never think of building their nests in the 
trees and bushes about our place. Once, indeed, a poor little pair of robins did 
build and hatch their young in the ivy under the eaves of the toolhouse—a safe 
and inaccessible place, one would have thought ; but our rascally old cat had his 
eye on them. I found out their nest by seeing them carrying in worms, and 
Charlie saw them, too ; and when he thought the young ones were fat enough 
he scrambled up one night and made a meal of them, and cock robin as well, 
the old villain! That is the only nest I have seen. I suppose cats are the 
cause. 

Charlie is a very large and remarkably handsome cat, of a mild and benevo- 
lent aspect ; he is very popular amongst his fraternity, consequently my garden 
has become the regular rendezvous of all the cats in the neighbourhood. Here 
come highly-respectable,prudish-looking cats with little leather straps or ribbons, 
and tiokling little bells round their necks, properly educated and genteel-look- 
ing ; and here is also the favourite resort of many stray cats, wild and villainous, 
sneaking, lurching, evil-minded, thieving cats, whom nobody owns—poor, out- 
cast, miserable starved wretches. 

One of these I found, last autumn, beneath a broken glass shade under which 
she had crept, and there became the mother of two kittens. There we left her; 


we could not find it in our hearts to drive her away, so fondly did she tend iier 
little helpless bantlings. She was perfectly wild and untameable. We used to 
put outside her nest a plate of bread and milk, which she immediately consumed 
when we were out of sight. 

One morning, when the kittens were a month old, we found her stretched out 
dead, and the poor little orphans scrambling over her ; they were so wild that 
we could not approach them. Goodness knows we didn’t want any more cats 
about the place, but we felt bound to feed these little motherless creatures. We 
could never catch them, there are too many bushes about ; but they soon got in 
the way of coming out regularly morning and evening for their bread and milk, 
which they would lap on the sly, but never would they let us get near them. 
They were amusing, happy little things. One of them borea striking resemblance 
to Charlie, the other favoured his mother. We were only allowed to see them 
at a distance; the moment a footstep was heard they were oui of sight. 
Charlie, who seems to have no paternal instincts, treated them with lordly con- 
tempt: they might die of starvation for aught he cared. 

One wet and cold morning their bread and milk was unconsumed, and we 
found them in the bushes curled up, locked in each other’s arms like the babes 
in the wood, both dead. I don’t accuse our old gardener of having had any 
hand in the death of these innocents—I only know that he hates cats! 

Well, with all these cats about, how can we expect birds to build in our 
bushes? Charlie can climb like a squirrel, and the remains of many a starling 
and many a sparrow have I found about the paths. 

Thus for a few weeks—sometimes but for a few days—in the early spring 
my town-surrounded garden looks charming and inviting ; then somehow there 
seems 10 come a blight uponall that is green—smoke from the surrounding 
chimneys and railway engines on all sides (for where can you find a place close 
to— 

“The smoke and stir of this dim spot 
That men call ‘ London’ ”— 
where steaming engines do not snort and whistle ?) ; and “blacks” from the 
smut-laden atmosphere probably explain why the young green leaves begin so 
soon to shrivel and grow weak. 
“ God the first garden made, 
And the first city, Cain.”’ 


That, of course, means a country garden, which is free from this smoky blight ; 
but I fancy that neither country nor town garden is free from another terror 
which besets my garden in the early spring. I mean the locust-swarm of young 
grubs which devour the leaves of my gooseberry and apple trees as soon as they 
are out. ‘The golden laburnums and lilacs rarely retain their full beauty for 
more than three or four days ; the leaves of the pink and white May trees are 
promptly consumed. 

Last year I spent many an hour in what I then regarded as the needful but 
nasty operation of picking thousands of these little grubs off the gooseberry 
leaves, throwing them into a basin of salt and boiling water. 

This spring I had begun, before they had made their appearance, to ask 
myself the question, What shall I do with these grubs ?—which, from the curl- 
ing leaves, I saw were coming. It was then by chance that I came across a little 
book which answered my question exactly by asking another rather startling 
one: Why not eat them ?* Good heavens! Eat these slimy little beasts, the 
very sight of which, devouring my leaves, had created in me such a feeling of 
unutterable loathing ! 

Thad salted and parboiled many a basinful of them with a grim feeling of 
revenge for the mischief they had wrought me ; but, eat them /—faugh ! 

I read this well-written, earnest, and amusing little pamphlet from beginning 
to end, and then I said, ‘‘ Well! why not?” 


“Them insects eat up every blessed green thing that do grow, and us farmers 
slarves.” 
“Well, eat them and grow fat!” 


These lines appear on the title-page of Mr. Holt’s book. You see I had 
already unconsciously made some progress in this direction, having already 
cooked my grubs ; but this was last year, and Mr. Vincent Holt had not then 
enlightened me, therefore it never once occurred to me that the next best 
thing fer me to do was to eat them! Had I done so, I might have been ahead 
of Mr. Holt in springing a new delight upon the jaded appetite of the 
epicurean world. Like ‘‘that great lubberly boy, Bobo,” the first who ever 
tasted “crackling,” unable to restrain my delight at the savoury dish I had 
discovered, I might have been found rushing round my garden and my 
neighbours’, seeking and picking all the grubs I could find ! 

Of all the “insects that are good to eat,” I have the assurance of Mr. Holt 
that “the sawfly”’ (which, in its larval stage, is the hitherto despised creature 
that plays such havoc amongst the gooseberry bushes) is one of the “nicest to 
eat!” I shall bear this in mind ! 

Amongst the other insects strongly. recommended by Mr. Holt as good for 
food are bees and wasps, and as this has some reference to angling (which will 
help to justify so long an introduction which has no reference to it), I will 
close this epistle by quoting what Mr. Holt has to say about 


Bees and Wasps.-—“From the former,” he says, “ we already derive a delicious 
sweet in the form of golden honey. From the latter we might, if we chose, derive 
an equally delicious sivoury. What disciple of Izaak Walton, when he has been all 
the morning enticing the wily trout with luscious wasp grubs baked to a turn, has 
not suspected a new and appetising taste imparted to his mid-day meal of bread-and- 
cheese or sandwich ? 5 At any rate, it will, sometimes, so happen to every 
fisherman to get the taste and smell of cooked wasp grubs with his meal, and I have 
never noticed that it in any way spoilt his appetite. Attracted by the said taste 
and smell, and having no prejudices against insect food, J have myself spread the 
baked grubs upon my bread, and found their excellent flavour quite sufficient to account for 
the fondness of the trout for this particular bait.” 

The italics are mine, in order to emphasise the information for anglers during 
the coming wasp grub season. Wasps’ nests, it may safely be predicted, will 
soon become as scarce and as precious as Chinese birds’ nests ! 

When this little book has been widely read and studied, the insect world 
will find that a new terror hangs over them. Let cockchafers and wireworms 
beware—beetle lary, saw flies, moths and caterpillars, woodlice, bees, wasps, 
spiders, slugs, and snails take heed ; whether raw or cooked, you are all good 
for human food—for soups, curries, fricassées, nothing can surpass you ! 





TROUT CULTURE IN THE TRENT. 


THE Committee of the Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial Association are 
rendering excellent service to anglers by their endeavours to multiply the 
number of trout in the river Trent. No angler who has fished the Trent need 
be told that it has all the essential characteristics of a trout river. Throughout 
the entire length of the society’s water there is a succession of grayel-bottomed 





* “Why Not Eat Insects?” By Vincent M, Hout, London: Field and Tuer, 
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scours with weedy covers—the very haunts for trout and grayling, and the latter 
in the neighbourhood of Yaxall are probably in greater profusion than in any 
other part of the Trent. Since the Birmingham Society has had possession of 
the water between Alrewas and Yoxall, they have done much to improve the 
fishing by from time to time recruiting it with young trout, and some excellent 
trout-fishing is anticipated ; indeed, trout of from 11b. to 2lb. and upwards have 
already been taken. Last Saturday upwards of 5,000 fry of the Salmo fario, 
all from large stock procured from Mr. Andrews, of Guildford, were safely 
deposited in different parts of the river at Abrewas, under the superintendence 
of Mr, Adams Parker, vice-president to the association. We understand that 
there will be a few vacancies in the club at the commencement of the coming 
season. 





A LIST OF KILLING FLIES ON THE DERBYSHIRE RIVERS 
AND STREAMS. 


By W. H. ALDAM, Esq., 

Of Manor House, Chilcomb, Winchester ; founder, honorary member, and honorary 

secretary of the Derbyshire Derwent Fly-Fishing Club ; promoter (with the late 

Sir Joseph Paxton and William Condell, Esq.) and honorary member of the 

Chatsworth Fly-Fishery ; founder, honorary member, and late honorary 

secretary of the Darleydale Fishing Club; and honorary member of the 
Hungerford Fly-Fishing Club. 

* Colorem definire difficillimum est.” 


IN contributing, by request, to the pages of the FISHING GAZETTE. 
a list of artificial flies for trout and grayling, it must be borne in 
mind that to describe colour orally or by writing is an impossi- 
bility. For instance, in the “Quaint Treatise” published a few 
years ago, the beautiful shade “ bivenna ”—Irish for gosling green— 
was called in one day by different men with the skeins of silk before 
them sea-green, drab, lemon, yellow, canary, amber, apple-green, 
and primrose! Gosling-green, however, is but vague as descriptive 
of colour ; there are goslings and goslings ! 

Then, again, with regard to feathers, authors are apt to say, ‘“‘a feather froma 
partridge, grouse, or pheasant, &c.” Nothing can be more misleading. Take the 
partridge, forinstance,which contributes seven different feathers, useful, or rather 
indispensable—yiz., from the back for legs of Dun Drake or March Brown of 
Great Britain, rump feathers for the local March Brown made hackle, centre 
speckled tail feathers for wings of the local March Brown, red tail outside 
feathers for the Sedge Fly, the outside fibres of the secondary wing, quill 
feathers for wings of the Grannom, and grey speckled from the breast, with 
primrose silk, for the Nettle Fly. To continue this would too much crowd your 
space. Before beginning the list of flies above alluded to, I cannot refrain 
remarking ona string of things so-called in this district, by some complacently, 
by others dogmatically, “Quill Gmnats” ; for instance, “my Quill Gnat,” 
“my Olive Quill Gnat,” “my Blue Quill Gnat,” or “my Red Wickham 


Quill Gmnat.” All these so-called ‘Quill Gnats” are our beautiful 
ephemerals, are not of the family of gnats, and in the make of 


these miscalled nondescripts there is not a particle of quill in their 
composition, unless the herl from a peacock’s tail, stripped on both 
sides of its beautiful metallic fibres, can be called quill. The stripped fibres of 
these peacock herls make beautiful bodies to look down upon, but when held 
up between the cye and the light they are opaque. Something must shortly 
be said about transparency of bodies, more especially of the up-winged dun 
family. The fibres of the peacock’s herl are much paler in the eyes of the tail 
feathers, and when stripped will take an olive or a yellow dye. These 
ephemerals above alluded to are givenin “ Ronalds,” beautifully copied both in 
the natural and artificial state, and equally welldrawn tonature in Francis’s book. 
Quill Gnats, forsooth! There is also another most misleading stumbling- 
block to amateur fly-tyers in the matter of numbering hooks. Why will not all 
hook-makers—be they of Redditch, Kendal, or London—assimilate sizes ? 
We have now in the Kendal list for the smallest size Nos. 000, 00, 0, and No. 1 
upwards ; and old O’Shaughnessy, of Limerick, began his list with Midge or his 
smallest size—and most descriptive, too ; but then jumped off to f, ff, fff, and so 
on, only understandable to his friends and customers. Makers of hooks now 
seem to use numbers at caprice, totally unintelligible and non-instructive to the 
_amateur fly-maker. In the following list of flies, the Kendal numbers will be 
observed as far as practicable. With this preamble, the following list of flies 
may begin with :— 
No. 1.—Vhe Water-Cricket—Fly it cannot be called, but it is one of the 
earliest aquatic insects, and kills well close wnder hollow banks of rivers, streams, 
ponds, and reservoirs. It is made with black tying-silk, body of reddish-orange, 
floss-coloured silk, a peewit’s topping tied in at the tail, and spirally wound 
round the body to the shoulder, where the topping should be left full, and the 
fibres of the spirals from the tail neatly clipped off to the shoulder. The two 
largest of the peewit’s toppings will each make two Water-Crickets. If peewits’ 
toppings are not at hand, the above orange-floss body may be ribbed with a 
fine, round, black horsehair, and a jet black hackle to finish off at the shoulders. 
Hook No. 1 or 0. This artificial kills grayling in streams well in February or 
earlier, and is deadly for trout when the season commences. 
No. 2.—Loeal March Brown.—One of the earliest spring flies, having four 
wings flat on the back, and is found on stone walls, bridges, and posts and rails 
near the river. It is usually made hackle in the North, with medium-coloured 
orange silk and rich brown fur from the back of the fox’s ear, with feather 
from the partridge’s rump for wings. Fur of the exact shade for body may be 
got from the Tasmanian opossum. To make this fly winged, the feather to be 
used for wings must be one from the middle of a partridge’s tail, not the red 
outside ones, with the above silk and fur for body, and a feather from the 
Jenny Wren’s tail for legs. Hook No. 1 or 2. This local March Brown is the 
male fly of Ronalds’s Red Fly. This Red Fly, after impregnation, assumes a 
different colour, and has a bag of claret-coloured eggs at her tail ; the legs also 
have a shade of claret in them, and she should thus be made: Silk medium 
orange, with red squirrel’s fur for body, a few turns of claret-coloured floss silk 
or dubbing at the tail, legs from a red cock’s hackle stained a claret-colour, and 
wings from the upper covert feather of a peahen’s wing. Hook No, 1, 2, or 
occasionally 3 in a heavy water. The male fly also changes colour in the summer 
months, and should then be made hackle, with wings from a grey mottled 
feather from the butt of a woodcock’s wing. These feathers are difficult to 
obtain ; are never found on the smaller brown-red birds, but only on some of the 
larger birds, and then only about six feathers in each wing. Body is made of a 
lightish-brown floss silk, which turns to a rich brown in the water. Tying 
silk medium orange. Hook 1 or 2 ; I have known the latter fly kill a heavy 
basket of trout in peat-coloured water, when the fish would not look at the 
' above-described local March Brown, winged or hackle, In particularising this 





male local March Brown second time, an incident occurred (showing the 
necessity of colour being observed) in the spring of 1838, just prior to the 
formation of the Derbyshire Derwent Fly-fishing Club in June, 1838, when six 
orseven of the then proposed members had fished without success from Grindle- 
ford Bridge to Haselford Bridge, three miles of water, some minus a fish, and 
the best man two brace, when an old notoriety turned up about 5 p.m.—in fact, 
my old instructor of fifty years ago, John Turton, of Sheffield, one of the best 
fly-dressers andjfly-fishermen who ever lived—with at least 20lb. weight of trout 
lalled with the March Brown, second time having fished the same water after 
all of us. He showed me the killing March Brown second time described in 
his little book, now out of print, with bodies of Devonshire brown silk and dark 
brown tammy dubbing. 'This colour has been copied and preserved ; but how very 
unsuggestive|the description—and this headmitted—and the exact shade was then 
obtained from the natural fly. These three flies, under the heading of No. 2, 
will kill well on most of the waters of the United Kingdom ; but, strange to say, 
they are said not to be found on the Itchen and the Test, likewise— 

No. 3.—The Dundrake or March Brown of Great Britain is an absentee from. 
these two rivers. It is one of our best general flies, and should bemade winged 
ona long shanked No. 2 or 3. Wings from the large under-covert feather of a 
woodcock’s wing, tying silk yellow with dubbing for body from the red-brown fur 
of afox’s ear, or from the Tasmanian opossum, ribbed with fine gold wire. Legs 
from the back of a partridge, or the tail of a Jenny Wren. The two or three 
wing quill feathers close to the body of a Jenny Wren are invaluable for the 
legs of this fly, or a rich honey dun hackle from a hen’s neck may be used. 
Tail,two or three fibres from one of the centre tail feathers of a partridge, or 
from the rump covert feather of the same bird. The male Dundrake is rather 
smaller and greyer than the female, and the wings of both could formerly be 
made from the secondary quill feathers of the old cock and hen pheasant ; but 
these feathers have been totally spoiled by crossing with Japanese and other 
foreign birds—bad luck to the crossing, for flavour has been sacrificed to size, 
and oar Dundrake feathers spoiled! Luckily, a good woodcock’s under-covert 
feather is unbeatable, and, fortunately, woodcocks are not likely to be crossed. 
No. 4.—Little Chap.—One of the best artificials thrown, and may be success- 
fully used all the season through. It is one of the almost innumerable beetle 
family. Usually made hackle, with lead-coloured tying silk, copper-coloured 
peacock’s herl under the shoulder, and a dark dun hen’s hackle, or a feather 
from the butt of the swift’s wing for wings and legs. If made winged, use the 
quill feather from the starling or swift for wings, and a cock starling’s hackle 
for legs. Hook 1 or 0. The copper-coloured peacock’s herl attains a richer 
colour by being dyed in Judson’s magenta. 





EXTRACTS FROM RULES OF THE UNITED EXE FISHING 
ASSOCIATION. 


(Re-established January 31st, 1863.) 


Tur boundary of the society is to extend from Cowley Bridge to Burrow Head 
Marsh, in the parish of Stoke Canon, to be designated by a white post ; and 
the fishing season to commence on the 15th day of February, and to end on the 
31st of August, both inclusive. For salmon only, to 31st October. 

The price of season tickets, for salmon and trout, £1 11s. 6d., for salmon or 
trout only, £1 1s. ; owners’ tickets or occupiers, 10s. 6d.; day tickets from the 
15th February to the 1st of May, 5s.; from and after the Ist May, 2s. 6d. ; for 
eeling with box and pole for the whole season, 5s. Half season tickets after the 
1st of June for trout and dace only, 10s. ; day tickets for salmon only, 5s. 

That no graveling or young salmon shall be taken, nor trout under Tin. in 
length. The person in whose possession such fish may be found shall forfeit 
his ticket, and be further fined the sum of £1, or be entirely excluded the 
privilege of fishing—the watcher being empowered to search for such fish. 

That no dog shall he allowed to accompany any person fishing under any 
circumstances. 


Tickets to be had only at the Agricultural Inn, Brampford Speke. 





ANGLING AT THE WEIR HEADS. 


THE deputation appointed by the public meeting at the Holborn Restaurant on the 
23rd ult. to carry out the resolutions that were then unanimously adopted, attended 
by appointment before the Board of Thames Conservancy on Monday morning last, 
headed by Mr. Thomas Spreckley, President of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, and there were present Mr. J. H. Clark, J.P. (Maidenhead), Mr. C. M. 
Foottitt (Marlow), Mr. Bambridge (Windsor), Mr. H. L. W. Godwin (T.A.P.S.), and 
Mr. W, H. Brougham (secretary). Mr. Spreckley, after referring to the object of 
appearing before the Conservators, spoke in favour of the resolutions so unanimously 
adopted at the public meeting which they asa deputation were appointed to support, 
but since his arrival there he had unexpectedly found a difference of opinion now 
existed amongst those who represented the upper associations. All he need say was, 
the resolutions were the decided opinion of his society and those of the principal 
angling clubs represented at the public meeting and many others since. Mr. J. H. 
Clark, J.P., submitted as the opinion of the Maidenhead Association it would be 
better for them to pay a fixed sum and be allowed a limited number of tickets to be 
issued under the authority of his association. Mr. C. M. Foottitt advocated a similar 
system, but with no limit as to the number of tickets. Mr. H. L. W. Godwin forcibly 
supported the resolutions and of the Board issuing the tickets. Mr. Bambridge 
proposed a much lower scale of arrangements. Mr. Spreckley deprecated a system 
that would leave the issuing of tickets to his association, as it would only provoke 
discord and dissatisfaction ; indeed, he would not undertake it, and he considered 
the Conservators alone should issue them. Sir F. Nicholson said all their sugges- 
tions would be fairly considered by the Board, and a vote of thanks being accorded 
to the Conservators, the deputation withdrew. 


aa ED 
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To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAzETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have recei ved. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who/advertise, to give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—In the complaints peculiar to females these Pills are unrivalled. Their use 
by the fair sex has become so constant for the removal of their ailments, that rare is the household that 
is without them. Amongst all classes, from the domestic servant to the peeress, universal favour is 
accorded to these renovating Pills; their inyigorating and purifying properties render them safe and 
invaluable in all cases ; they may be taken by females of all ages for any disorganisation or irregularity 
of the system, speedily removing the cause and restoring the sufferer to robust health, Asa family 
medicine they are unapproachable for subduing the maladies of young and old. 

GEORGH JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


MR. MACNEEF'S ARTICLES. 

Srr.—As a reader of the FisHrnc GAZETTE, allow me to'say I think Mr.’Macnee’s 
papers on “ Trout Angling ” promise to be very valuable. I have always made my 
own rods; and'in Wales I. was able to obtain fittings ; but here, in London, I find 
them difficult to obtain. As I want to make a rod in a hurry, will you kindly 
inform me in the next issue of the GAzETTE where I could get ferrules, &., of an 
improved kind.—I am, &ce., ans 

West Ham. , j 

[We think Messrs. Williams and Co., of Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn, supply 
Mr. Boyd Moss’s patent fastenings and ferrules separately, but are not sure,—ED., ] 


; THE ALEXANDRA. 


Srr,—Can you or some of your readers tell me how the Alexandra Fly is worked 
for trout? Would it be of service in a dull, deep stream full of fine trout which 
rarely rise well.—I am, X¢., =r . _VINCENS. 

[You cast the fly well down stream and then bring it back in a series of draws, 
stopping between each for a second, This makes the fly look exactly like a minnow ; 
in fact it is a more deadly minnow than almost any ordinary artificial minnow, as it 
will kill in slow streams. The fish come at it just as they do ata minnow ; witha 
rush, not a rise. Itis next door to poaching to use ib ona good fly water. Of course 
the trout get used to it; and on many waters it is now almost played out, we are 
glad to say.— HD. | 








SALMON FISHING AT NOTTINGHAM. 


Srr,—Salmon fishing for the last week has been very quiet. On Monday Mr, 
Fields Weston caught one at Colwick weir 15lb. In the Shardlow district several 
good fish have been taken, while three or four fish have been lost through all kinds 
of mishaps. Mr. F. West lost a good fish through the wrapping of his trace giving 
way whilespinning ; but the most exciting catch of the week was by Mr. Draper on 
Thursday, who hooked a big fish while using the spinning-bait. After playing him 
some time the fish broke away, very much to his disappointment; having tackled 
up again (this time with worm), after fishing some time he hooked another fish that 
rushed about the river for about an hour, he having no control over it. It was 
eventually brought within gaffing distance, when it was found to be fast by the tail. 
But the most singular part of it was he was not hooked atall. It appears it was the 
fish that was hooked in the first instance, two hooks of the Spinner being fast in its 
tail, his worm tackle having caught between them and held bya knot. Witha 
good deal of assistance the fish was brought to bank, turning the scale at 261b., Mr. 
Lee buying the tackle of the angler to keep amongst his collection of angling 
curiosities. That salmon are not so numerous as last yearis the universal complaint, 
many of the best fishermen not having taken a fish yet.—I am, Kc., A.W. 

May llth. 





INFORMATION WANTED. 


Srr,—Having had occasion lately to make some Jock Scott grubs described by Mr: 
Kelson in the FisHING GAZETTE of 28th March, I observe he mentions a new kind 
of hackle named “white coch-y-bondhu.” Is this any relation to the famous 
Knee-cap ? or does Mr. Kelson mean simply a Grey Cock’s hackle, such as is used in 
making the Silver Grey, likewise dyed and used making Denham Rangers, Childers, 
&e? Ifit isanew importation with anew name, perhaps you will let us knowin your 
next issue, and oblige. Iam also waiting anxiously to see Mr. Kelson’s selection of 
12 flies, which was discussed some time ago by Mr. Murdoch, of Aberdeen, whose 
selection was very good indeed, although preference might be had for some of Major 
Traherne’s patterns for full and heavy waters after floods when fish take showy 
flies, Shall be glad to peruse Mr. Kelson’s notes when they appear.—I am, &c., 

SPROUSTON, 





FISHING NEAR BRISTOL. 


S1r,—The anglers in Bristol cannot be said to be very happily situated. Although 
the Midland Railway still continue, with that regard for public convenience which 
has for some time characterised the Executive, to issue privilege tickets to anglers, 
the Great Western Railway have withdrawn the facilities formerly granted by them, 
and, unfortunately, the majority of the easily-reached fishing stations are on the 
latter line. Does this in any way account for the great decrease in the Great 
Western traffic receipts ? 

The following are some of the chief fishings :— 

The Avon, above Keynsham, affords fair coarse fishing, especially roach, and there 
are also some good trout. One taken early last season weighed over 4lb. This is 
free to Bath ; but the upper portion is preserved by a local society. 

Newton Brook runs into the Avon near Weston; it is probably the best trout 
stream in the vicinity. Permission must be obtained. At Newton Park, the seat of 
W.S. Gore-Langton, Esq., there are good perch, roach, &c., fishing. Permission is 
requisite here also. 

The Kennel and Ayon Canal, near Bath, affords good (free) coarse fishing. 

Tortworth Lake, in the Earl of Ducie’s park, is well supplied with pike, perch, 
roach, rudd, &c. There are also bream and carp. Permission is necessary. 

Pensford.—There is good trout-fishing in the river Chew. Permission is necessary. 

Nailsea Ponds, belonging to the Great Western Railway, are free to holders of 
railway tickets. There are fine carp and perch here as well as numerous roach, &c, 

The river Yeo, at Congresbury, is a good trout stream, and in the lower reaches 
eels and flounders are plentiful. Sea-trout are said to have been taken here 
occasionally. Permission requisite. 

Litton Reservoir, belonging to the Bristol Waterworks, contains fine lake trout. 
Tickets 10s. per day. 

The Gloucester and Berkeley Canal is sufficiently near to be readily available. 
Particulars of this water were recently published in the FISHING GAZETTE. But, 
on the whole, and especially taking into consideration the large number of anglers, 
the fishing in this neighbourhood is not very satisfactory.—I am, &c., J. W. C. 

[The Act does not apply to private fisheries.—ED. | 


MAELOG LAKE, ANGLESEY, 


S1r,—The trout in this lake run large, but. do not rise very freely, except in the 
early spring and in the autumn. I have fished it a great deal for the last twenty- 
five years, and have rarely taken a small one, The best winds are those from N.E. 
to W.N.W. I believe the reason for this is that the southerly side of the lake is 
composed of sandhills reaching to the sea, and little fly is to be found there ; whereas, 
on the first-named side it'is all grass land, and on the W.N.W. the lake is fringed 
with reeds and other vegetation, forming good harbourage for insects. Sea-fishing 
very good, especially for conger and pollock ; but the fishermen are about a century 
behindhand, and anyone visiting the place should take his own gear, as they have 
nothing but lines suitable for bream and gurnard fishing, and those of an obsolete 
pattern. Uhave written so much in your paper about Anglesey fishing that I do 
not wish to say any more here; but if “Semi-Detached Villa” will send me his 
address, I will give him all the information he requires,—I am, &c., 


Budleigh Salterton, EH. Gosuine. 





“* PIXTH” TESTIMONIAL, 


Sir,—I beg to inform you that the undermentioned gentlemen have (since our 
previous report) kindly subscribed to the above, for which I return my sincere 
thanks :—R. B. Marston, Hsq., £1 1s. ; F. Grigg, Hsq., £1 1s, ; T, Hughes, Esq., 10s. 6d, ; 
GG, King, Hsq., 5s,; W, Relph, Esq., 1s,—I am, &c., H. W, FLOWER, sec, 








THE APOLOGY REPUDIATED. 


Str,—If Mr. Pennell considers that his letter of May 9th is any sort of apology 
do not. He may try to wriggle out of the responsibility of his expressions by the 
“ exuberance of his own verbosity”; but I think no reader of his letters could put 
any other construction on their spirit—or sense of wording—than that they were 
intended to be personally abusive and offensive. 

If he can show where Ihave been the least discourteous to him, or haye misstated 
his words or intentions, I am ready to explain, or to make the amende honorable, 
though I think your columns need not be further wasted on this matter, ; 

I make no pretension at all to literary style and experience. Mr. Pennell’s remark 
is beside the question ; but if any person, however illiterate, gives the results of 
practical experiments in a plain, practical way upon any subject of improvement, 
and brings forward proofs that his views are sound, his doing so ought not to give 
offence to any reasonable mind. If Mr. Pennell could not stand the demolition of 
his pet theory of ‘“‘needle-eyed” hooks by my letter of Noy. 8th, 1884 (about which 
he complains, and which he did not attempt to controvert), without losing his 
temper, and venting it in such language, I imagine he is old enough, and 
experienced enough, to have learned better manners. 

I disclaim any wish or intention to quarrel with Mr. Pennell; but after two such 
effusions, silence on my part was impossible. The provocation has been all on his 
side; but I am quite ready to shake hands, and agree to differ with him on the 
subject of ‘ eyed-hooks ” and the “jam knot” (which I think is not “real jam”), if 
he is man enough to cordially withdraw his offensive language. ' 

I demur entirely to the notion that because Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell is a 
piscatorial literary luminary (likely, I hear, soon to shine forth with additional 
splendour), he is specially licensed to write up erroneous theories in public news- 
papers, which no one is to dare to dispute, or to show that he is expounding the ideas 
of other people at second hand without acknowledgment. On the contrary, if he 
aims at eliciting the truth of the question, he ought to feel obliged to any one (wide 
“FB, R.C.S.,” May 2nd, and E. Gosling, May 9th) who venture to enter the lists 
against so terrible a champion, and not take unfair advantage of his literary position 
to try to cover his retreat by writing ridiculous nonsense at an opponent whose 
answers he cannot controvert. 

I have no intention of troubling you again on this subject unless under great 
provocation ; and before this appears in print, I hope to be far away in the wilds of 
Scotland, where the ever-welcome columns of the FISHING GAZETTE will probably 
not reach me for several weeks.—I am, &c., GEORGE BANKART, 

May 9th. 





FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT. 

Sir,—I am greatly disappointed that neither yourself nor any of the readers of 
the FISHING GAZETTE have answered the query in my letter published in the issue of 
the 2nd inst.—viz., are pike, perch, bream, &c., taken in an Irish tidal lake during 
the close season, exempt from the restrictions in the above Act as to the buying and 
selling of freshwater fish, and can they, therefore, be legally bought and sold ?—I 
am, &c., R. WooLFALL, hon. sec. 

P.S.—I shall be glad of a reply from some one. } 

[We are distinctly of opinion that coarse fish, no matter where they come from, 
cannot be sold or exposed for sale in England or Wales during the fence months,— 
ED. ] 





STOCKING THE THAMES WITH SALMONIDZ, , woth 

Srr,—I read with much interest the short account that appeared in your issue of 

the placing of 6,000 young fry of American trout and salmon into the rearing stream 
aid pond at Sunbury. q 

It is, I believe, now about a quarter of a century since the undertaking of 


stocking the Thames with fish of the salmon tribe was commenced. Can it be'truly — 


said that the result is satisfactory. ; 

The annual report of the Thames Angling Preservation Society for 1867 states 
that during the five seasons ending 1865-6 205,050 fish were turned into the Thames 
—viz., 49,800 salmon, 3,950 salmon trout, 137,400 common trout, 3,750 great lake- 
trout, 9,150 charr, and 2,000 grayling. 

Since then the good work has been progressing, and by this time more than a 
million fish must haye been turned in. What has become of them and their 
progeny ?—I am, &c., R, CULLEN Dewy. 

75, Mark-lane. ar 

[ We think that the increase of common trout in the Thames is undoubtedly due 
to the efforts made to restock it. As regards salmon, we have always considered it 
absurd to expect them to thrive in the Thames. Whether the land-locked American 
salmon, which are said to live only in fresh water and to be non-migratory, will 
thrive, remains to be seen. Grayling would certainly thrive in the Thames if put in 
as large fish and in large numbers.—ED. | ; 





BLACK GNATS. 

S1r,— In reading my FISHING GAZETTE this week, I notice your “ Occasional 
Note” about the Black Gnat—the “ fisherman’s cuss,” as you justly termit. Perhaps 
you have not seen the tit-bits in the way of these imitations turned out by George 
Holland, of Failsworth, one of which I inclose. They were the admiration of the 
anglers to whom I showed them in Yorkshire last year, and I think are beautifully 
tied. . ‘ 

, If I had been set up{with these whenin Wales, whilst fishing Llyn Gwynant,.I 
should have made a very respectable creel, as these flies swarmed on the lake in one 
part, and the trout were sucking them down to the disgust of myself and a well- 
known member of the Gresham, who was with me on the occasion. We had nothing 
they would look at then. That was in June, 1882, The Quill Gnat and Alexandra 
were the best patterns when there was no “ rise.” 423 

The pattern inclosed has done some work, so isnot quite as good-looking as whe 
turned out first.—I am, &e., RAY. 

ne know Holland’s flies well, and likethem. The “cuss” sent is an Al “cuss.” 
—Ep. f 


DICKY ROUTLEDGE. P4260 

Srr.—I had only just sent off my note to you when the GAZETTE came, 
and, running down its columns, I came to “Silver Grey’s” kindly, but sorrowful, 
obituary notice of poor Dicky Routledge, of Carlisle. i : 

It seems but a few weeks ago since I called to see him at his tackle shop, but 
found him out. I met him last August at Metal Bridge Inn, and for the first. time 
I fished alongside this really clever fisherman. 

On the Sunday I dressed him several of my trout flies on the gut loop principle, 
and he was vastly pleased with the idea, putting them in his book for a good 
trial. But, alas! I havenever seen him since the day we parted (on Tuesday), 

Imay mention that on one occasion, when the Esk was very low, and the herling 
very hard to kill, he had been up over a lot of water with a gentleman, whose name I 
am .not at liberty to give—a pupil, and an apt one, too, of old Dicky’s. They had 
only got one or two between them, and I hada dozen—chiefly out of one shallow pool. 
This teased Dicky somewhat, andI could see he was discomfited, for I was quite a 
stranger to the Esk, and to herling and sea-trout fishing a novice, thoughan old hand 
at salmon and trout-fishing. 

I said, however, to him, laughingly, “ Well, Dicky, I'll give you a lesson,” and he, 
in all good humour, came to see me at work. I was using a Stewart tackle, three 
hooks, with clear-water worm, |fine-drawn gut and two swivels, spinning it across 
the shallow, where the wind up stream madea good ripple. 

T saw in a moment all his jealousy vanish, and that he was, as all men ought to 
be, only too thankful to take a hint. Mes! 

When we parted, he said, “ Well, sir, you have taught me one or two things, and 
some day I will give the herling and sea-trout a dressing with the spinning worm, 
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for, old fisherman as I am, I never saw that.” It kills common trout in clear water 
at times splendidly, He approved of the gut loop, taking in its good points very 
quickly. Poor Dicky !—Iam, &c., E. M. Top. 


THE WATER-OUZEL. 

Sir,—In answer to a correspondent in a recent issue, asking if the water-ouzel 
(Cinelus aquaticus) ate fish, in “ Oology,” Vol. I., page 78, Sir William Jardine, that 
practical naturalist, says :—“The common water-crow, or pyet, as it is familiarly 
termed in Scotland, is a favourite with everyone who resides near its haunts. The 
solitary and secluded nature of the streams it frequents, and their often wild 
character, render it a most fitting accompaniment, sufficient to break the solitude, 
but never obtruding on the calmness of the picture—one of those deautiful instances 
of Nature’s chaste compositions where the life of the landscape combines to 
harmonise with all around, and here the effect is still more brought home by the 
simple melody of its song.” 

In very severe weather, on every reach, one or two may be seen perched on some 
projecting stone or stick, or watching by the very edge of the ice, whence they drop 
at once on their prey, consisting at this time,in great part, of small fishes—not 
necessarily trout. They dive and return to their station with great rapidity. 

In milder weather they swim and dive in the centre of the pools, and so expertly 
that we have mistaken them for little erebe. 

At this time, and I may say generally, aquatic insects—the larve of Phryqanide, or 
caddis flies, and in some situations different species of fresh-water shells, form their 
chief food, which, in summer again, is varied by a greater choice of insects and 
aquatic larve. In the north of Scotland this dear little bird is much persecuted 
(Heaven knows for what!) for the ova of any kind of fish. 

Sir William says :—“ We have never detected in their stomachs or intestines, nor 
do we think they habitually, at the proper season, frequent the places where spawn 
would be deposited, and, if they did, we deem it almost impossible that they could 
reach it after it was impregnated and covered in the spawning bed, which it 
is before the parent fish leaves the place of deposition.” 

The colour of the head and back of neck is umber ; the wings, tail, and upper parts 
_ of the body, blackish-grey ; the throat, neck, and breast, white ; the belly, chestnut, 
shading into a darker colour on the flanks, and to blackish-grey on the vent and under 
tail covers ; the legs and feet, yellowish-grey. In the female the white and chestnut 
are less clear, and the grey edges of the feathers on the back are clouded.—I ob Ya 





N.B.—There is a very pretty and poetical account of this bird in “An Amateur 
Angler’s Days in Dovedale.” ; 


HOW TO KEEP A STOCK OF WORMS. . 
Srr,—As it has for a good many years been my regular practice, in one way or the 
other, to keep a stock of worms from season to season, so as never, if it could be 
helped, to be dependent upon supplies which might not be available when most 
needed, a word or two on my most successful plan may be useful to some of our 
puzzled friends, especially to those who do not yet believe in “ flax waste.” 

{ have tried several plans—mould, garden manure, stable stuff, &c.; but the plan 
which has answered best, and which I now exclusively adopt, is as follows :—My 
“worm farm,” or preserve, consists of as many large flower-pots as I require (or only 
one, as the case may be) with the hole at bottom filled up with cement. The 
material, an old nail-bag, procured for a few pence at an ironmonger’s. To prepare 
the arrangement, haye the flower-pots clean, so that they are thoroughly porous—a 
point of some importance to prevent heating ; then take the bag and pull it to 
pieces, untwist the material and pull it out until it is well opened in good tufts, and 
put these to soak in water. When thoroughly sodden, squeeze the water out, and 
pack the tufts in layers pretty solidly in the flower-pots until about three-fourths 
full. On the top, or, better still, under the top layer put the worms, and let them 
alone in a cool, but not cold, place until they are wanted. Occasionally a sprinkling 
of water will be necessary, but only very seldom, and the worms will be always 
ready when wanted. Before using, they will be all the better for a day or two in 
moss, as usual ; but after fishing put what are left back, moss and all, on the top of 
the stuff, and they will go home again directly. 

In this way I have kept lob-worms, marsh-worms, red-worms} and brandlings for 
months and months without any dying, and all have done well, and at this present 
time I have worms in splendid condition which I have kept the entire winter. They 
live on the flax and grow, and as they feed the flax is gradually replaced by actual 
earth, the result of their digestive operations. In time it would all be turned, as the 
vegetable matter in the fields is absorbed by the worms in the natural state. 

The plan which I have described is clean, economical, and satisfactory. My worms 
are all kept at the bottom of a cool cupboard, and never attempt to get out, the 
margin of rim above their habitation being between two and three inches. I should 
say that one nail-bag would be sufficient for some thousands of worms.—I ae 
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SCREW NAILS FOR WADERS, 

Srr,—I should like your assistance in getting some really good screw spikes for 
wading brogues. The brogues I mean are those made by the North British Rubber 
Company, and the plain spikes come out directly. Now what is wanted is one with 
a similar head, but with a sharp-edged deep-cut screw, instead of being plain ; it is 
important that the screw should be cut deep to hold properly. I have tried in vain 
for a long time to get a really serviceable spike, and I send you some which I had 
made ;-but the screw being too shallow spoils them, and they are about fin. too 
long, otherwise they are very fair. Surely some tackle maker will be able to supply 
such an article. Perhaps a sketch might be useful.—I am, &c., 

Chester. YELLOW WATERHEN. 


[We have used North British rubber boots, and like them; but the drawback is 
that you can get no screw or nail to hold in the soles. The only plan is to havea 
leather sole put on over the rubber sole. What we want to get holdof isanail with 
a split stem like a paper-fastener ; you could then put a lot of these through a jin. 
thick leather sole, turn the split ends down opposite directions, and then hammer 
them flat. The sole could then be cemented to the rubber sole. We believe the plan 
we have described is adopted by Messrs. lage Bros., of the Haymarket, in some of 
the wading boots they make.—ED. | 





TROUT-FISHING IN THE BLACK FOREST. 
Srr,—Can you or any of your readers give me any particulars respecting the above ? 
I hope to visit the Black Forest at Whitsuntide, making my head-quarters at the 
Lake of Titi See.—I am, &c., CLERICUS, 
Haggerston. 
[We have sent our correspondent all the information we have ; but perhaps some 
reader can help him from personal experience ?—ED. | 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
SrR,—Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 5s., 
annual subscription from T. Poole (Silver Trout Angling Society). 
The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, May 22nd, 
at 9 o’clock. Members will oblige by their attendance to make arrangements for 
the forthcoming Angling Tournament. R. GHURNEY, Secretary. 





BAITS FOR ROACH IN THE TRENT, CUPPING AND THE COCKSPUR 
WORM. 

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Malcom, I beg to inform him creed wheat and malt are used 
with great effect in the Trent during August and September, but taking one occasion 
with another, there is no doubt that gentles stand first ; but I have taken finer roach 
with wheat and malt than with gentles—notably, between Collingham Wharf and 
Carlton Ferry ; there are some lovely roach swims between these two points—fresh 
grains was the ground bait I used, and I have found there are times they will get 








bream and roach together, when nothing else will—not often, I admit, but there are 


times. Don’t give the fish a surfeit. 

As far as my experience goes, roach will take gentles far better in the winter 
months in the Thames than in the Trent, and I have scen professional, Thames 
anglers use pearl barley at a time a Trent angler would never think of trying it, 
because it would be no use if he did. In my humble opinion the temperature has a 
good deal to do with it. For instance, why should the worm be a rather good bait 
at the Welsh Harp Fishery at times, when the fish will not'look at it at Dagenham. 
Both Salter and Rust*know this to be the case. Very good, but why? 

Re the Cockspur.—With regard to this worm, I have nearly always found fish, and 
more especially silver bream, dace, and roach, take this bait before all others in a 
discoloured water. Understand, when I say discoloured water, I neither mean pea- 
soup nor mustard—but with just sufficient discolouration to give the fish an appe- 
tite—in fact just discoloured enough to use it in quiet, still crawling waters, gentle 
eddies, and slack places, especially in a rising water—no good when water is receding. 
The “ fresh” covers, say a cow dung, and fetches out the red worms, etc., and the fish 
knowing this, follow the water. I quite agree with your correspondent; and haye 
come to the conclusion that what is a capital bait in one water is of little or no use. 
in another—strange, but true. ; 

Re Cupping—Oupping is seldom resorted to by the old Trent hands, for the simple 
reason that their style of fishing (paying out from the reel, say, the same as when float- 
ing for barbel) precludesit. In fact, Imyself am acquainted with one or two first-rate 
Trent anglers, who would be at a loss to know what the term meant, and I have no 
doubt would come to the unavoidable conclusion you wanted to draw their claret. 

Thanking Mr, Malcom for his interesting letter,—I am, «c., MARK ANTONY. 





POLLUTION OF THE TWEED. 

Srr,—Walking up the banks of the Whitadder, a tributary of the Tweed, I 
observed a froth on the surface (which I had often seen before and supposed to arise 
from a watermill or dam just above the Whitadder bridge). On conversing with 
the anglers, they said it was from the Churnside bridge paper mills ; that it was let 
ee eke a flood, but that there was not sufficient water to justify its being then 
et off, 

The effect produced was that while a superabundance of small fish (trout or 
smolts) was being caught, the larger ones would not bite. 

They were of opinion that the letting off of the deleterious water was not allowed, 
except with plenty of water; but questioned if anyone looked properly after them, 
The least all paper-mill owners can do is to be careful to make the very least mis- 
chief they can that is a duty they owe to their neighbours. 

The salmon net-fishers, owing to the last spate having come on Saturday and 
Sunday (close time), were unable to derive any advantage from it, at which they 
grumble hard. I have come to the conclusion that they are a very unreasonable set 
of men indeed. 

In salmon fishing it is very necessary to remember that “ fair play isa jewel,” and 
that while “‘ right is right, wrong is no man’s right.” 

The salmon net-fishings are better than last week, but not anything to boast of. 
More attention to the proper regulation of both fresh and salt water fishings would 
have done more good to the nation than jerrymandering the Franchise and Redis- 
tribution Bills, 

“T had thought I had men of some understanding 

: And wisdom of my council; but I find none.’”—SHAKESPEARE. 

—I am, Xe., 


Berwick-on-T weed. JOSEPH JOHN HILLS. 





LONDON ANGLERS AND THE TUNBRIDGE ASSOCIATION. 

Srr,—I have been informed that the Tunbridge Association of Anglers intend to 
put a stop to London anglers fishing from the towing-path side of the river 
Medway, unless they take a ticket, for which a small charge will be made. The 
length of water for which they intend to make a charge is about four miles below 
the town. Tickets can be obtained at nearly any inn; and if any London angler is 
caught fishing, refuses to pay, and will not leave the spot when requested, his tackle 
will be seized. Will you please inform me through your paper if the Tunbridge 
Association can make a charge to fish from the towing-path ; and if you decline to 
pay, whether they have power to seize your tackle !—I am, &c., LONDONER. 

[We have often pointed out that the towing-path is not a public road. The 
owners of the land are the owners of the fishery, unless they have sold their rights, 
Doubtless the Association has got permission from the company or the landowner to 
impose a charge, and as we believe it is used in paying keepers, &c., no angler ought 
to grumble at paying it—EDp. ] 





TROUT-FISHING NEAR PORTSMOUTH. 
Srr,—I shall take it as a favour if you, or any of your subscribers, can inform me 
of any free trout-fishing near Portsmouth—say, within 20 miles?—1 am, &c.. 
116, Stamford-street, S.E. C. WHITE. 





SPLIT-CANE. RODS. 

S1r,—I have for some time been on the point of sending you a note with the same 
remarks on cane-rods made at p. 210 by Mr. Brighouse, especially after reading a 
letter in the #%eld of April 25, p. 540, by J. B. Nias, who evidently has not had full 
experience of them. They vary as much as any other rods in plancy. By far the 
greater number that I have seen are too elastic and whippy. Their great beauty, in 
my estimation, is this : that the lightness of the cane enables them to be made 
excessively stiff without weight or top-heaviness. But, at the same time, most of 
those which I have seen that are called stiff iby makers have been very top-heavy, 
F.R. C.S8. 








THE TOUCHSTONE OF SvUccESS.—Whatever be the journal—political or special— 
the touchstone of popularity will be seen in the Advertisement pages. The advant- 
ages of a “ class” paper like the FisHina GAzumrtn, for instance—are that in its 
pages the angler of every degree can not only choose his tackle according to his means 
from all the best makers, but from the makers of special parts of his outfit, the 
advantages derivable from which had been duly discussed and tested by practice 
and results given in the pages of this handy paper. If a Metropolitan or far-off 
provincial angler required information on a‘ knotty” or other point, a line or two 
inserted in the “ F. G.” is sure to bring the required information, not infrequently 
accompanied by a specimen of fly, or hook, or bait, &c., involved in his query. 
And in no other paper can such admirable and lengthy angling correspondence and 
original articles from the cleverest anglers be read. Gradually the advertisements 
have occupied extra page after page, while the proprietors, rather than the news 
columns shall be lessened or cramped, have had resort to frequent supplement sheets, 
the contents of which, equally with all the other advertisements, must of themselves 
form very interesting reading, as showing how the art had been fostered by the 
requirements of the noble army of anglers.—A READER FROM THE FIrRst, 


- Krngcups.—Some of the Romany brought a quantity of these beautiful flowers— 
so dear to the trout-fisher as he looks across into the lush water-meadows in the 
Thames and other river valleys—into London vid a south-western suburb afew days 
since. The flowers sold readily in the streets, for people’s tastes must have been 
gradually elevated at sight of these and the other children of the moor, and coppice, 
and hedgerow. No doubt many persons merely follow the fashion, but the fashion 
is a good one ; and we owe the general love of the primrose to a dead statesman, who 
also loved sweet peas, roses, and giliflowers. The purchase of a bunch of “cups” 
from the dusky hand of a Beltenebrosa brings with it a spice of romance. Not all 
the owners of the basket-selling people in vans belong to the “tribe”; and rural 
police had kept the true gipsies from encamping for any time on commons and in 
shady lanes, as in the early days of our own good Queen’s reign, when among the 
Ooopers and the Smiths there were dark-eyed damsels of great beauty.—Rus. 


236 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


May 16, 1885. 











Inventors of Steeled 
Rods, &c., &c. 


Send for Samples. 
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J FISHING) 

TACKLE 
Without this Mark no 
Metal Centred Rods or 
Lines are genuine. 


1 the following ) 
eeu yee condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FIsHING GAZETTE, sends (under 


Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 





ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 
Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 








LINES. 


London, 1883. 


date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“I have used the New ACME 


“ IMPROVED ” REEL LINE (tapered for trout fishing) last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


You HAVE GOT HOLD oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FoR IT.—I am, yours faithfully, 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Field) says :— Your Acme ‘Improved’ line is 80 GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No. 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 


SPINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. 


Iam recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT ” ON LABEL, 


Manufactured by D. and W. H. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 








SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
C HLA’S FLAIR UL OIW ea ae. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
New Patent = ‘ Farlow Ss 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


(Can ean aera oe FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
































PUNTER ETT FLIES & CASTS. 

Improved /T Me CREA 
Folding =Qp 2 =2 The’ PERFECT 
Trout <2 Double Taper 





Solid Plaited 
: Silk Trout Fly 
aS Line, 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKKT, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov, 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do,, 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


EO at ae eee see ee 


Landing 
Nets 


(Very Light). 
































PRICE ONE 
“An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest. American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c, 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUR, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accominodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
Mbps ar pag joi tp hed Be Negrete Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 

Ss, 18 largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ané ARNE ROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES Rats tuk ct oe 





‘ ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hdte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tei and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s. 6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
ae ae 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. PIRES.—Lvening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

1s. 6d. 
A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with granada Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. aus é = a 


Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, 








J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze 
colour, Which is much less conspicuous in E 
the water than the old black japan, and are es 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 


tempered. (PATENT NO. 15,730) 


Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market. 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIHS, dressed in the highest style of the art-by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall”? Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks, 

Improved Waterproof Braided Silk Linss, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—aA large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “tatent’’ Regulating Reels—‘Strike-from-the-Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ring and Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. 








“Patented” Spring steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex — 


Fastening. 
Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 
Warner's “ Kegistered”” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish. 
Warner's “ Registered” Seat basket.— The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 
New Adjustable Rod Holder (“ Patented’’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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RIVER REPORTS. | 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 3 Putney. 
45 Hammersmith, 
50 of Barnes. 
Add 55 Fc Kew. 
75 ve Richmond. 
80 ay Twickenham, 
35 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, May 16 ... wes 2.43 fee aod 3.6 

Sunday, 5 ay Zac, he 3.29 a8 en 3.53 
Monday, 4 18 4.17 ses Bon 4,40 
Tuesday, # IRD 5 36 ats 5.6 aap at 5.31 
Wednesday, ,, PACS mane et 5.57 6.26 
Thursday, i PHT = ode 500 6.56 38 few 4.27 
Triday, oe 7.59 ae 8.34 


High Tide May 16. 
tS River Reporters who want for 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTH, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


There is one interesting item in connection with the future of angling—that the 
perch have well spawned in two distinct portions of the tidal water, and the ova has 
been safely and securely protected by the officials of the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society. Although there have been occasional takes of perch in the tideway, 
and Mr. H. E. Gaynor, fishing-tackle manufacturer, near Richmond Bridge, had a 
splendid case of perch caught at Richmond ; they are not so frequently caught as 
above the locks. This fact makes the item of an interesting character. The trout 
anglers have not been able to do much this week, owing to the cold winds and the 
unfavourable state of the water. In reference to the angling on the weir heads, it 
appears a great pity after the unanimous expression of opinion. at the conference 
which was hoped to have been received most favourably by the Conservators. The 
representatives of the upper associations, who, it was expected, came as a deputation 
to support the resolutions, submitted other propositions which were left for the con- 
sideration of the board, and hence some delay will take place before the determina- 
tion of the board is known. The water in the Chertsey and Staines district is in 
good condition—the portion of river below Shepperton has suffered the most through 
the water from the Wey, the Guildford river, and the Mole. At Sunbury Mr. T. 
Welch, fishing with Alfred Stroud, has taken a nice trout of 541lb. Mr. E. Bennett, 
fishing by himself, in front of Messrs. Clarke and Son’s boat-house, caught a trout 
of 2lb. 7oz. It measured seventeen inches in length,and was retained. At Chertsey 
Weir Mr. T. R. Dyer, whose piscatorial achievements amongst the trout are well 
known, has opened his season’s campaign and taken a good trout of 7ilb. The neigh- 
bourhood of Penton Hook appears to possess a large quantity of young trout ; during 
this week Mr. Withers, fishing with George Rosewell, has taken a brace weighing 
together 631b. ; and Mr. Mason, fishing with Charles Hone, of Staines, gota nice little 
fish of 21b., which he carefully returned to the water. Mr. Henry Little, jun., fish- 
ing with Richard Coxen, just below the Orleans Club, Twickenham, on Tuesday 
evening, caught a nice trout of 5%lb. in good condition, which has been sent for 
preservation. Mr. Barker, fishing with William Melbourne, at the Weir Hill, 
Hampton Court, on Wednesday, got a splendid trout of 84lb., and another of 641b. 
On the same day Dr. Brunton, fishing with James Haslett at Chertsey, captured a 
good trout of 8lb. Mr. Palmer, fishing with George Rosewell at Penton Hook, 
caught a nice trout of 6lb. loz. 


UPPER THAMES. 


In consequence of continuous and heavy rain storms, the river has risen perceptibly’ 
and got into a nasty colour, but the last few days of dry and sunny weather will 
have a good effect, and bring it again into form. Trout are reported to meas being 
spotted in all parts of the river where they have never been marked before, and 
there is little doubt that now the Thames possesses a colossus head of beauty which 
with due preservation will be a joy for ever. At Benson, two fish have been taken, 
scaling respectively 23lb.and 3{lb. Wyatt, of Wargrave, tells me that some big 
*uns are about his district, but as yet are unwon, although very much woo’d. At 
Henley, yesterday, I could glean little fishing information, except about the Chester 
Cup, which did not interest me; but at Aston, opposite Hambledon, I heard from 
Arlett that Mr. Askew had had recently a 53lb. fish, which made up his score to some 
twenty fish this season ; and also Mr. Scott and Mr. Sturgies had been busy with 
takeable beauties. At Marlow, Mr. R. Jackson recently has had six fish, the best 
sealing 71b ; Mr. D. Anthony one fish, of 5lb. (présented to the proprietors of the 
mill in the tail of which the fish was captured), and Messrs. Rawson and Faulkner, 
with fly and live bait, plenty of fish of 2lb. and 3lb. Indeed, the Marlow waters 
seem to be now alive with takeable trout. Thursday evening.—Water all right as 
to temperature and colour, but there is a nasty north wind on just as I write.— 
MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water now in good order for trout-fishing, but no one here. I was out on Wed- 
nesday for about three hours with a gentleman. We hooked one trout, about 4lb., 
but lost him. There was a good trout taken near Goring on Saturday last, weighing 


3lb.—J OHN RUSH. 
Thames (Windsor). ‘ 


The river has been but little affected by the late showers, and is now average 
height, with slight colour in it, rather in favour than otherwise of successful trout- 
ing. Since my last, the following is list of sport for this neighbourhood :—6th inst., 
Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Gray, two, 31b. and 231hb, ; 
running two others, and taking, in addition, two jack and a chub, duly returned. 
7th inst., Mr. Hickford, at Windsor-bridge, one of 5}lb., and Mr. Summers, of 
Thames-street, Windsor, a fat little fish of 23lb., taken opposite the Hton College 
playing fields, At Boveney Weir two have been had of 33lb. and 2lb.; and in Old 
Windsor Weir Mr. Bentley tells me he had one of 81b., and ran two other heavy fish. 
I continue to hear of a very heavy fish being seen daily sporting about in the Boveney 
and Athens Reaches, Clewer Point, Windsor Ferry, and Windsor Weir stream. In 
the latter water, with fly, Mr. W. Evans and Mr. Montague Scott, of Eton College, 
have taken undersized trout and returned them, rising several heavier ones; 
but both these gentlemen seem to be out of luck with the heavier fish_—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme (Caistor). 


The weather is now very pleasant, and a visit to the trout streams most enjoyable, 
A nice rain on Wednesday put the fish well on the feed. The trout in Nettleton 
Beck seem to be well-nigh annihilated, by the breweries, I presume. I fished four 
miles of it the other day for two rises only, and getting one fish THOMAS ForpD. 


The Dove. 

The weather has again been very wet and cold since I last wrote, and we have not 
had an average number of rods out. Trout have risen very fitfully, and chiefly in 
the middle of the day. The dishes to the expert fly-fishers have run about three 
brace each. The April Olive is still killing as well as anything ; but I don’t think 
a great deal of success will attend operations on the surface until the elements 
become more genial. The live baits are proving more successful in the brooks than 
the winged lures. Grayling are coming along finely with spawning, and will be in 
rare condition by the end of the close season,—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 


The last ten days have been as good as the week before ; many lots of fine trout 
have been got. J. B. Carruthers fished successfully two days as well as Major 
Barker, in the Castle water. Captain Warden with Thos. Bird had a good day. 
Yesterday the Vicar of Alston, landed three salmon: one had not been twenty- 
four hours out of the sea, it was 15lb. weight, the others 8lb. and 6lb. You will 
remember Mr. Bowman is the gentleman who has won the prize three years in 
succession in the Armathwaite Angling Club.—_SKIDDAW. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


Cold winds still prevail ; indeed, Saturday and Sunday were more like January 
than May, the ground being several times white with hailstones, which were to be 
seen lying in heaps in some places on Monday morning. I heard an old angler say 
“This is over bad—three winters in a year and only one Christmas.” Trout have 
been, as a rule, basketed by the half-dozen only, instead of by the score. Owing to 
the cold weather they are not properly in the streams yet, consequently Creeper fish- 
ing, which ought now to be in full swing, has hardly begun, though I believe 
Archdeacon Prescott has had fair sport with it once or twice. Salmon have risen 
pretty well. Mr. George Leach had two nice fish one day. Mr. Stevenson, one of the 
Corby keepers, killed two another day, and Capt. Rhodes, one, in the Corby water. 
On Wednesday, Rey. HE. Bowman landed three saimon anda dozen trout at Arma- 
thwaite, and lost two other salmon, Major Riley killed one the same day at Corby.— 
SILVER GREY. 


. boutomising with worm. 


Esk (Whitby). 
The cold winds continue to prevail, and local piscators are on the verge of losing 
their patience. A good many anglers have been out during the past few days, but 
they have had to be content with but two or three trout. Among those who have 
been out recently may be mentioned Captain Dinsdale, Mr. Keithley, Mr. C. Proctor, 
Mr. F. W. Donkin, Mr. E. E. Anderson, Captain Hay, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. A. Andrew, 
Mr. Robert Calvert, and Mr. Wilkinson. On Wednesday the wind was still from the 
old quarter, but the air is somewhat warmer. There have been frosts nearly every 
night lately, and there are no flies on the water.—J. J. J. 


Exe (Exeter). 


Some nice baskets of trout have been made considering the unfavourable state of 
the wind, and Mr. Moore, of Exwick, caught a fine trout in the mill stream weigh- 
ing 4;1b.,which he is having preserved ; it was caught with worm. Best killing 
flies now are Blue Upright, Stone Fly, and Fern Web. In to-day’s London Chronicle 
I see a trout was caught near Newbury weighing 163lb. I hope to see a full account 
ag the capture, having had some grand catches thereabouts some years ago.—J, A. 

ELLY. 

< Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is in good order, and a fair number of fish are being taken ; at times 
they have risen well. Iron Blue, Blue Upright, and Halfstone have been the 
favourites. The late floods have brought up a few salmon. None have yet been 
taken in the Tiverton water—Wwm. MuprForD. 


; : Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing.—During the past week fine weather has prevailed, and those fishing 
from the boats off the fresh water have been rewarded with nice catches of codlin, 
whiting, pout, conger eel, &c. The trawling skiff, Vigilance, has brought up from 
the bay some good catches of turbot, brill, soles, gurnard, plaice, skate, and ray. 
They report the prospects better for trawl fishing than it has been for years, the 
fish often when brought into the harbour being alive. Several lobsters and 
crabs have been caught off here and at Lee. Weather fine and prospects good,— 
iE. Comer. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are now in splendid order for either the fly or worm. Since 
last week they have greatly improved. The fish have been sporting freely at the 
fly, and some good fish have been taken. The weather has been very warm during 
the middle of the day, and the anglers have visited both streams freely during the 
week. A few anglers have used the worm with success. The best flies at present 
are the Blue Dun, Red Spinner, and March Brown. The Eardisland water was 
visited at the end of last week, and a nice lot of fish were taken with the March 
Brown. In the Lugg some very fine trout were landed with the Blue Dun and Red 
Spinner. On Saturday the Lugg near Kingsland was fished by a gentleman, who, 
with the March Brown, caught a nice dish of trout. A gentleman fished the Arrow 
the same day, and took three very fine trout with the worm. The Arrow near 
Stanton was tried on Monday, and a capital lot of trout were taken with the Red 
Spinner. In the Lugg near to Ford’s Bridge a nice dish of trout were landed with 
the worm. A gentleman tried the Arrow near Ivington on Tuesday, and with the 
Blue Dun and March Brown took a few fine trout. The Lugg near Aymestry was 
tried the same day, and some good trout taken with the fly. The Pinsley is in 
capital fishing order. The fish are sporting well. A few good trout were landed on 
Monday with the fly, and a nice lot on Tuesday.—G-WYNNE. 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). oe I 
There“ have been several changes in the weather, and the trout don’t seem inclined 


to leave the deeps. Several good anglers started to the Severn in the early morn, 
and thrashed away until dewy eve ; three small fish only rewarded their exertions, 
those using the worm and minnow faring better. One of ours, fishing with worm, 
secured 7} brace of fish. Another, spinning the minnow, ran three good fish, one of 
$lb., one 1$1b.; in the inside of this fish were seventeen small dace of l}in. in 
length each fish—not so bad for a breakfast. On running a third fish it was the 
angler’s turn to come to grief. In this way : Having struck the fish, it took out 
forty yards of line, and got off. Another angler was more successful, landing seven 
nice fish with minnow, two of them weighing 3lb., all in splendid condition. 
Another angler, trying the fly for an hour or more, could not get a rise, so took to 
In a few minutes he was fast into something ; it moved 
about, seemingly unconcerned, nor coming an inch more near. At last, by con- 
tinually straining the rod (a fly-rod), he got a sight of the fish, which proved to be 
a pike of about 7lb. ; but the banks being high, and no assistance at hand, the fish 
was master of the situation. After more than an hour’s fight, in which the angler 
was nowhere, the gut was cut through and the fish escaped. Nothing from the 
Stour this week has come to my knowledge.—H. E. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


I have to chronicle some of the largest trout that have been taken this year with 
the rod. The first is one that was captured in a very peculiar manner, Mr. Charles 
Cerny, jun., was rowing up the river in one of the boats belonging to the Tengwem 
Boat Club, when, much to his surprise, a large fish jumped inte the boat, and when 
it was weighed turned the scale at 3lb., and a magnificent trout it was. Then Mr, 
Jones was fishing at Preston Boats, which is a well-known resort of large trout, 
when he caught a very good fish of 1lb. 80z.; this is the first trout I have heard of 
being taken with the fly round the town this year. Dr. McLeod, on the same day 
(Friday) caught a fine fish with the minnow at Pimley Rough ; the measurements 
speak as to the condition of the fish, which was only I4in. long and 12}in. in girth. 
Mr. Dickson, who resides in Castle Fields, landed a fine fish of 1lb. 120z. with the 
minnow on Monday last; and a gentleman, whose name I do not know, caught a 
grand fish with the minnow below the Welsh Bridge, which weighed no less than 
3lb.,and wasin splendid condition. Mr. Ellis, sen., on Wednesday afternoon, caught 
a nice trout of 3lb. To-day (Thursday) we have had a heavy thunderstorm, accom- 
panied with lightning.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Teme (Ludlow). : 

The streams around here are in very good condition, and the fishing in general 
has been up to the average. The fly has not been in use much the past week, the 
maggot and worm doing good execution. The Yellow Sally (or Little May Fly) 
has not been a bad fly, also the Red Spinner has been a fair killer. Down near the 
Ashford weir, on Saturday, two gentlemen caught, between them, nine brace of very 
fine-sized trout, averaging about lb. each. One gentleman used the March Brown 
most of the time. Two gentlemen visited the Teme, underneath Whitcliff, and, 
after nearly half-a-day’s fishing, captured one small trout. Higher up the stream, 
past Burway and the Swan’s Nest, there has been some good fish landed this week 
with the Yellow Sally. A gentleman, on Tuesday, caught six and a half brace of 
trout without shifting his position many yards. The rough fish about the spot were 
a perfect nuisance. The trout he caught averaged 1b. each, but one fish weighed 
over llb. This year the fish up this district are reported to be very fine, and more 
plentiful than on previous years. Fishermen have notavailed themselves of tickets 
as yet to any great extent, the sudden hailstorms rendering fishing rather cold and 
wintry at intervals, andthe result very uncertain. In the Lower Clun some good 
baskets have been made, on Monday and Tuesday especially. The past week has 
been rather dull in the Plowden district. Two gentlemen, on Wednesday, only 
showed three fish as the result of their joint efforts ; these were taken with the 
artificial minnow—the “ Derby Killer,” which, by the bye, should haye the trace 
loaded to work well.—S. LuDLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The splendid weather which has been had this last week has made the fish well 
on the feed. The water is now in capital order for fishing, being clear, and a nice 
height. The fishermen of this part have visited the water in good numbers, and 
some capital sport has been had, and some good catches made. Good sport has been 
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had with the worm this week. The flies chiefly used are the Coachman, Red 
Spinner, and March Brown. A gentleman tried the water near Little Hereford on 
Friday, and with the worm took two brace of fine trout, The water near. the 
bridge was fished the same day, and a nice dish of trout was landed with the Red 
Spinner and Coachman. In the water near Berrington on Saturday, a gentleman 
tried the March Brown, and took a good lot of capital trout, averaging $lb. each. 
The water in the Eastham district was tried ‘by a gentleman, who, with the fly, 
landed a fine dish of good trout. On Monday, the sun shining brightly, the water 
near the town was tried with the March Brown and Coachman, and three brace of 
trout were landed ina short time. A few fish were taken in the water near Corn 
Brook with the worm. The fish were rising well on Tuesday at the fly ; the water 
near Rochford was tried, and a fine lot of fish were taken with the Red Spinner. 
The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are now in good angling condition. A. few fish 
have been taken with the fly in the Kyre. A gentleman landed three nice trout in 
the Rea with the worm.—WORCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

We had a succession of storms on Thursday, but the rain was not sufficient to 
make any perceptible difference in the height of the river, which has remained 
unusually low and clear for some weeks past. Salmon anglers continue to patronise 
the Holme, Pierrepont, Shardlow, and Weston lengths; but, compared with last 
season, the sport met with has been far from good. Last year’ was, however, an 
exceptional one. Odd fish continue to be taken in the allotments named, and I learn 
that a couple were caught on Tuesday.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River in good order for fly-fishing ; plenty of salmon up. A visitor, staying in 
the town, took two salmon, about 12lb. each on Tuesday, and to-day took two salmon 
about 111b. each with the fly. I have just weighed the fish, and they are in prime 
condition, Several good lots of trout have been taken.—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


SK, 

The river during the past week has been in capital condition for angling, and the 
water abounds with salmon. Upwards of 20 have been landed since our last report, 
many of them of heavy weights. From reliable sources we learn that the following 
gentlemen have been successful : On the 7thinst. Mr. Humphreys captured two, and 
two on the following day ; onthe 9th Mr. Stone took one ; on the 11th Mr. Humphreys, 
two ; Mr. Stone, two; Mr. Cole, one ; and Mr. Mackensie, one. On the 12th, Mr.Wyke, 
three ; Mr. Jackson, three ; Mr. Daniel, one, and General Mignon, one. On the 13th, 
General Mignon, one; Rey. B. O. Jones, one, and Mr. Coles, one. The 14th turned 
out rather stormy, and a successful day is not anticipated. The water is still in 
good order.—ARGUS. 

The river in fair fishing order. There is, at the time of writing, quite an army of 
anglers staying in and near the town. The following have been successful in land- 
ing salmon, avere ging from 10Ib. to 251b. -—Mr. Jackson Lant, Kettlewick, Mr. Cole, 
Gen. Mignon, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. J.C. Daniel, Rev. Jones,and Mr.Stone. Mr. Gustard 
has been particularly unfortunate in losing two good fish after considerable play. 
Gen. Mignon lost seven salmon yesterday in the lower water, failing to gaff them. 
Mr. Cole lost a fine fellow to-day about 80lb., smashing up his tackle, in the Duke of 
Beaufort’s water. Good prospects.—WALTONIAN. 


Weldon Bridge, Morpeth. 


On the 13th, Mr. C. Browne caught a very nice trout of 2lb. weight with minnow ; 
also others, five weighing 24lb. Mr. Oliver got two dozen with worm and fly. The 
river will be in splendid fishing order for some time to come, if no more rain falls ; 
the natural fly is strong on the water.—I’. Brown. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Since May came in the weather has been simply wretched—cold winds, some days 
blowing a perfect hurricane, accompanied by icy showers, mingled with hailstones ; 
such has been the unhappy lot of Yorkshire anglers during the past ten days. 
Wednesday, May 6th, was a perfect day, however, and on that occasion the trout 
rose freely. Those who were fortunate enough to be on the river killed some grand 
baskets. Mr. W. Brumfitt, of Otley, had a capital dish of forty-nine trout, and 
knowing him to be a true and most conscientious fisherman, I am quite sure there 
would be no “sprats” among them; Mr. Arthur Oritchley, fishing on the Adding- 
ham length, had forty-five fish weighing about 12lb.; both these dishes were taken 
with the fly. Other anglers less skilful also had good sport. To illustrate how 
capricious trout are, and how equally good anglers may have totally different sport 
upon the same river, 1 may mention the fact that one of the best fly-fisher’s in 
Wharfedale on the same day, in the Otley Club water, could only land a single brace. 
I was up at Ilkley last Saturday. There was a nice water; but the wind was so 
strong that it was almost impossible to keep your flies upon the water. I got 33 
brace—five fish with fly (Blue Partridge and Orange Partridge), and a couple with 
Creeper. They came very short at both lures, no doubt on account of the low state 
of the temperature ; creepers are very numerous, but hardly full-grown yet, and 
this bait rarely kills well until the trout have become acquainted withit. J. Bland, 
of Pool, was fishing one evening last week, and was startled by the appearance of a 
very large otter ; he said that it was at least 3ft. or 4ft. in length. I hope to hear 
of his death shortly, as such a beast must play sad havoc with the trout and grayling. 
To-night (Wednesday) the wind is very cold, and there is a sharp frost in the early 
mornings, thataugurs ill for good sport until there is a radical change in the 
weather.—F'RANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 


Both the Wye and Derwent still keep in first-class condition for fly-fishing, and 
fair baskets of trout have been killed daily off both rivers, considering the thunder 
that has been hanging about on most days. This afternoon (Thursday) we have had 
a lot of thunder and heavy rain, which has slightly discoloured both rivers a little. 
The killing flies have been Claret Bumble, Yellow’s, Ash, Dun, Little Black, Spider 
and Sand flies. The Yellows are just making their appearance on both rivers ; but 
the fish have not begun to take them at all greedily as yet. Both trout and grayling 
are particularly fond of this beautiful and delicate insect, and I find that they give 
the preference to it to any other fly that can be shown to them while it lasts, and 
that is longer than any other fly I know ; I recommend the use of this fly till the end of 
August. It beats all Drakes ever invented, let the feather’s be ever socostly. It is simply 
made from Dotterel bird’s body and shoulder of the wing, with adirty yellow, or Ester- 
hazy body. This isthe most difficult body to be got—in fact, from all my long experience 
as a practical fly-tyer and everday fisherman, the season through, weather and 
water permitting, 1 never saw the body made by any other fly-dresser that was 
perfect. The more my Dotterel and Yellow Duns are. used the better the colour 
comes out of the body. In fact, I myself have frequently killed trout and grayling 
when I could scarcely perceive a fibre of the feather left on the Dotterel fy. The 
body Imake this fly from is from an Old Turkey Yellow Shawl. . The “ Yellows” 
may be depended on as killers when the Drake is at its height. I have killed trout 
with it, using two drop Dotterel fiies, and the Natural Drake at point, and many 
times Lhave felt fish lugging my drop fly, when I have been watching my natural fly 
sailing down. I have been out with many parties, first-class fly-fishers, on purpose 
to test it, both on the Dove, Wye, and Derwent, against the Artificial Drakes now 
in use, and Lam pleased to say that, on every occasion, both the Dotterel and Yellow 
Dun flies have proved superior, often killing fish that had first taken the Natural Drake. 
It may be used from morn till night, and kills in both stills and streams ; no dyed 
feather, that Iam aware of, is equal to the Dotterel. Dotterel feathers are very 
scarce this season. Honey Dun Hackle over the same body kills well late in the 
evening, as also a fly winged from young starlings, with honey-tinge hackle, ribbed 
with gold twist, and without, and the same body. Sport with the bottom fishers on 
different parts of the Derwent has been very fair, principally with ant eggs, and 
baskets from three to five brace a night have been killed, some of the trout being 
overa pound apiece. Trout are now in prime condition, Sport on the ponds has 
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been first-class. Little Red Spider, Sand, and Golden Spinner flies have killed a lot 
of good fish lately. Fishing prospects looking well for next week for either fly 
trolling or bottom frshing, as both rivers.are. discolouring to-night (Thursday) from 
the heavy thunder-rain which has fallen this. day. The Darley Dale Fishing Club has 
given over issuing day tickets to. anglers for bottom fishing below Darley Bridge, 
only for about 100 yards ; and this fishing is very little good—in fact, it is not worth 
paying 2s. for it. The Matlock, Bath. Angling Association Club issue tickets for 
gentlemen to fish any hour they, think best, and they have alot more fish in the 
water than the Darley Dale Club has.-GrorgEe JAMES HATON. F 


Yare (Norwich). Debts canes 
The fortnight which has passed since I sent my last report has been anything but 
favourable to anglers, in fact, the weather seems to have mistaken May for April or 
March ; the temperature has been very cold, and storms of hail, snow, and rain not 
at all infrequent. In consequence of this not many have been out to try their luck, 
either on this stream or the Bure. I was down at Wroxham a short time since, and 
find that very few indeed, except the regular visitors, have as yet put in an appear- 
ance, even on the finest days; of course, I do not recommend anyone to go angling 
at the present time, though I'am well aware a warm day will witness numbers off 
to either stream with rods and lines, and if they get no sport they come home happy 
with having visited their favourite fishing stations. News of several good takes of 
roach on this river have reached me ; ‘but the best catch I had the pleasure of seeing 
lately was caught on the Wensum last Monday, and comprised 20 roach, weighing 
18lb. ; a very fine show they made. Iam sorry to say the fish near Norwich have 
again been killed by hundreds, in consequence of the sewage being turned into the 
river at Trowse Hythe. This matter ought really to receive immediate attention, or 
the evil may prove very serious.—ROBERT MOLL. t 











SCOTCH NOTES. 


Dur, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Weather always very cold and stormy; very hard frost 
during night ; the ground eyery night for the past week has been white with snow, 
Hotel water, Wednesday, 6th, Mr. W. Copland one fish, 111b., and on Thursday, 7th, 
three fish, 8lb., 91b., 61b.; on Friday, 8th, two fish, 7lb., 1031b, ; on Saturday, 9th, 
two fish, 7lb., 81b. Capt. Smith, on Friday, 8th, five fish, 7lb., 7lb., 8lb., 831b., 91b. 
Cambus O May water, Mr. F. Gaskell, on Wednesday, 6th, one fishy 8lb.; and on 
Thursday, 7th, one fish, 11lb. ; on Friday, Sth, one fish, 191b. Mr. H. L. Gaskell, on 
Friday, 8th, one fish, 12lb. .A few fish have been got on the Balmoral and Aber- 
geldie water during the past week. Monaltrie water, Mr. F. Pickop, on Wednesday, 
6th, two fish, 5231b., 8lb.; and.on Thursday, 7th, one fish, 6lb. ; on Friday, 8th, three 
fish, 8lb., 831b., 101b. ; on Monday, 11th, one fish, 1llb. Dr. Ogilvie, Monaltrie, on 
Saturday, 9th, two fish, 6lb., 7b. Hotel water, Mr. W. Copland, on. Monday, 11th, 
one fish, 1llb. My flies have been doing good work with every gentleman who has 
given them a trial: Jock Scott, Blue Charm, March Brown, Jeannie, Logie, Bombee, 
Silver Grey, and Grey Heron. Pannanich water, Thomas Grant, on Tuesday, 12th, 
two fish, 19lb., 71b.—Gxro. SmitH, Fishing Tackle Maker, Ballater. 
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Tur Din (ABERDEENSHIRE).—The improvement in the weather since the date 
of my last contribution has been, and is still, far from marked. Great banks of 
white clouds stood out against the sky, causing every pebble in the bottom to appear 
to the angler’s eye ; they did, -and are still doing so, this (Wednesday) forenoon, A 
great deal of snow lay on the ground here on Sunday morning, and a carriage and 
pairstuck in a wreath on the Sowie Hill, near Alford. There was a poet—Goldsmith , 
I ween—went on to say that “ Winter lingering chills the lap of May.” This year 
there is much of truth in the words, for now, though summer is at hand, we are’ 
still found revelling in all the comforts and enjoyments that a winter-painted 
green can bestow. .Salmon, our good friends, have not been looking up ; 
and how could they have been expected, seeing that the weather, 
the water, and the clouds have all been so provokingly unfavourable to sport. 
Milder weather will surely be experienced soon, and better sport, too, To-day the 
water was inclining to rise,and net fishers were, therefore, anticipating a run, for 
they were fully marshalled along the banks, but nota scale was got. On the 10th, 
a very good run of fish—a grilse or two among them—got up the length of the Old 
Bridge, but how much further than that they got before Monday morning it is not 
for us to say. Mauch hunters are still on the go. A piece of authentic information 
regarding one of our “ gentlemen” anglers’ came to my knowledge some time ago. 
He left a rather well-known beat on the Deeabout three weeks orso before his fishing” 
time was up. He paid his gillie up to the time of his departure (the nett wage), but 
the gillie did not know till next day that he was gone. - Two days after, however, he 
received a letter to this effect :—‘ Fish out the time, MacAlpine. Sell all the fish, 
pay yourself, and let me have the balance.” The gillie to his credit, be it said, did 
not aecede to these terms—he didn’t.—W. M. ; 53 





DEE, KINCARDINE O’NeEIL.—Very fair sport has been obtained on most sections of 
the water during the past week, in spite of the cold and ungenial weather. During 
the past ten days a considerable quantity of snow has fallen, which will have 
its effect later on in keeping up the water in the river during the months of June 
and July. On the Norton House water, Mr. Wm, Lamond had three fish, of 91b., 
71b., and 8lb. respectively ; and Nicoll, keeper, also three, of 9lb., 141b., and 1021b., 
On Desswood water, J. Harper, keeper, has killed 10 fish during the past fortnight, 
weighing from §lb. to 12]b. On the Carlogie water, J. Scott ianded three fish, of 
8lb., 8lb., and 71b.; and J, Milne one of 8lb. On the Borrowstone and Ballogie 
waters, Sir Wm. Feilden and party killed nine fish, weighing from 7lb. to 91b.; and 
in the previous week they had five fish, scaling from Slb. to 13lb. The Gordon 
continues the favourite fly, although the smaller patterns of the Tricolour and 
Glentana are also, to a considerable extent, admired.—WM. BLACKLAWS. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Capital sport. has been had in the Nith and Annan whenever 
the sun pops out to warm us. Sergt. Watson, of the 3rd Royal Scots Fusiliers, landed 
no less than 141b. of trout in a very short time near Jardington, Dumfries. Unfor- 
tunately, the sunshine is very fickle, and it is impossible to spend much time by the 
river’s brink, The net fishers have had some good hauls of salmon lately. A singular 
incident occurred the other day on the Annan. Mr. Dohe, Dam House, hooked and 
brought to bank two grayling, the first time in living memory this beautiful little 
fish has been seen in this river.—W. B. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE.—The rivers in this county are getting rather low, and 
anglers have not been able to do much. A fine clean fish of 13lb. was taken about 
five miles above Tongland in the Dee, being the first of the season. In the burns and 
streams among the hills good sport is the rule. Even in the Urr and tributaries 
freshly-run fish have not yet been landed.—B. 

LocHAWE.—The following baskets have been taken by visitors at Port Sonachan 
Hotel, May 11th: Mr. Walker, from Lancashire, 24 trout; Mr. Guthrie, Liverpool, 
14 trout. May 12th ; Mr. Balfour, from San: Francisco, 19 trout; Myr. Guthrie, 21 
ied ; Mr. Walker and Dr. Robertson, fishing from the same. boat, 60 trout, all fly- 
fishing. % 





Locn LrveEN—PERTHSHIRE AND KINROSSSHIRE CLURS.—The Perthshire Club 
held their first competition here for the season on Wednesday. The weather was 
still very cold, with hail showers and a variable light wind. The club had twenty 
competitors out, who reported a total catch of fifty-five trout, 521b. 80z., the prizes 
being gained as follows :—l. Mr. Chambers, five trout, 7lb. lloz.; 2. Mr. R. S: 
Malloch, six trout, 5lb» 14}0z.;:3. Mr. Kaye, five trout, 5lb. 120z. There was a 
fourth prize for the heaviest trout, which weighed 2lb, 3o0z., and was killed by Mr, 
Chambers, On Thursday, the Kinrossshire Club held a competition, the weather: 
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being of the same unsatisfactory character which has been prevalent for some time 
past. There were thirty-one competitors, who went out three in a boat, but fishing 
by turns two ata time. The totalamount of the take was eighty-two trout, weigh- 
ing 511b. 5}0z. The prize-takers were :—Mr. P. D. Malloch, Perth, eight trout, 
4lb. 14oz.; 2. Mr. Beattie, six, 3lb. 130z.; 3. Dr. Telfer, Oakley, five, 3lb. 1140z. ; 
4. Mr. Wilson, Kinross, four, 3lb. 80z. The heaviest trout, weighing 11b. 120z., was 
caught by Mr. Malloch.—P. D. M. 


THE Tay, Perru.—-The rivers are all in splendid ply, and, if no more rain comes, 

will continue for the next week. During the last week we had snow, sleet, and hail 
almost every day, more like March than the middle of May. N otwithstanding, 
some fine baskets of trout have been taken-from the Tay, the Earn, the Isla, and the 
Dean. Fair salmon fishing is still being got.on the Tay. Dalguise, Monday : 
Arthur Fraser, three, 351b., 311b., and 241b.; the boatman, one, 16lb. ; Mr, Scotland. 
one, 191b. ; Mr. McIntosh, three ; Mr. Malloch, one, 7lb. Derculich : The keeper, 
one, 153lb. Findynate : Mr, M’Ewin, two, .12lb. and 321b.; Mr. Fraser, one, 131b. 
Pitcastle: The boatman, two, 91b.,and 11lb.; Mr. Murray, one, 201b. Murthly : 
Mr. Pople, four. Loch Tay: Mr. James Temple, of the Sporting and Dramatic News, 
two, 281b., and 16lb. ; Mr. Walker, three, 281b., 171b., and 16lb. ; Mr. Kinross, two, 
91b., and 191b. The Tummel until now has been running too high, owing to the 
melting snow. The last few days fair sport has been got, and, should the water get 
lower, much better sport is expected. Mr. C. L. Wood, six fish, 211b., 91b., 18Ib., 
211b., 8lb., and 91b.; Mr. Butter, three salmon; Mr. Murray, one, 91b.; Mr, D. 
McNaughton, three, 201b., 18lb., 211b.—P. D. M, 
i SALMON FISHING IN THE NortTH OF ScOTLAND.—Result of eight days’ fishing 
in a loch inthe North of Scotland, during the latter part of April and beginning of 
this month by two anglers, 28 salmon weighing 277lb., as under :—164, 14, 13, 114, 
11, 11, 103, 10}, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 93, 94, 93,9, 9,9, 83, 88, 84, 8H, 7, 7, and 
5}lb. The 10}1b. taken with a fly (Durham Ranger), the remainder trolling with 
spoon, brown or blue Phantom Minnow. In addition to the above, a ferow of 651b., 
and several sea-trout and many brown trout.—EmMrIR, 











IRISH NOTES, 


LAKE MELVIN AND BuUNDROWES, CO. DoNEGAL.—The weather during the past 
week was so cold and stormy that it looked more like January than May. It blew 
a full gale from the north-east, accompanied by frequent heavy showers of snow and 
sleet. On Thursday morning the country round here was covered with snow, to the 
depth of 2in, This and hard frost at night spoiled the chances of good sport, and 
although the salmon anglers stuck to it with a perseverance worthy of better 
results, the returns were rather poor. The following are the particulars :—Capt. R. 
Sclater, on the 4th, one salmon, 8lb.; Mr, A. S., on the 4th, one salmon, 10lb. ; Dr, 
Hearn, on the 6th, one salmon, 111b. ; Capt. R. Sclater, on the 6th, one salmon, 101b. ‘i 
Mr, A. R. P. W., on the 7th, one salmon, 101b, ; Dr. Hearn, on the 8th, one salmon, 
113)b. ; Mr. J. D. Mulligan, on the 8th, killed the first grilse of the season, weighing 
6lb, ; Mr. E. Browne, on the 6th, one salmon, 941b. ; Mr. BE. Flanagan, on the 7th, 
one salmon, 12}1b. ; Mr. E. L. C., on the 9th, one salmon, 111b., and a Salmo Seroz of 
74lb., which was in very poor condition. Tront-fishing was first-class, but could only 
be carried on in sheltered places. Owing to the heavy snow and hail, the Bundrowes 
rose a good bit, and but three fish were taken there last week. First-class trout- 
fishing is now being had on Lough Erne.—M. Roan, Ballyshannon, May 13th. 





SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, CLONMEL.—For the past week the river has been 
in prime order for angling, and there being an extra abundance of salmon brought 
up by the late floods, some splendid sport was had in the upper waters. We hear 
reports from the different stands of an abundance of medium-sized fish, about 15]b., 
or thereabouts; all fresh run, and taking freely. The wéather was remarkably 
cold, with hail, and in some instances snow, each day; wind nearly due north, 
varying to north-east : but though unpleasant to the angler, it did not seem to have 
any unfavourable effect on the fishing. Yesterday, the wind varied round to the 
south, and some soft showers fell during the night, so that now it is considerably 
milder, and seems altogether what one would wish. On Mr. James B. Deacon's 
preserves at Ardfinan, &c., eighteen salmon were killed for the week—viz., 3rd, 


three, 11]b., 10lb., 6lb,; 4th, two, 161b., 141b.; 5th, four, 12lb., 10Ib., 8lb., 
7lb.; 6th, six, 141b., 13lb., 13lb., 11lb., 101b., 91b.; 7th, two, 121b., 10lb. ; 
8th, one, 191lb. The salmon are still ascending the river in — great 


abundance ; the run from the salt water still continues unabated, as evidenced by the 
great numbers killed every day by the snap nets between the tideway and Clonmel. 
At Clonmel itself, where the river runs rather shallow, they got but twelve for last 
week, but in the heavy water lower down great takes were got. The Ballydine 
“clear” got twenty one day ; Gurteen clear, ten, same day ; and Kilsheelan, ten 
more, also same day. Other “clears” were fortunate also on same and other days, 
some equally so ; the fish seem to run in shoals, sometimes three or even four are 
taken in the net together, particularly towards evening. Trout fishing continues 
excellent, good sport is had every day on all the streams and on the river itself. The 
evening fishing shows signs of an early beginning this year. There is a good rise every 
evening at dusk.— RICHARD BRADFORD. 

Moy AND LAKE (BALLINA),—Since last report the weather has been very much 
against anglers, dry, cold, north-east winds preventing fish rising freely. Very few 
anglers cared about spending a whole day out in such cold weather, and only moderate 
takes. A few salmon have been killed by anglers who worked hard with fly and 
tro’‘ling. The baskets of trout were not large, being under one dozen to each rod, 
and on an average weighing under Ib. each, the largest I have heard of being only 
24lb. It is remarkable all through this season that the large-size trout have not 
risen to fly as well as other years, The grilse have just begun to run; a few have 
been taken in the weirs, and a couple with the fly. As is always the case with 
these fish, the first run are small. The weather for the past few days has become 
milder, and if it continues so better sport may be expected,—F RANK HEARNS. 


a re en nna 





Lrssons IN NoRWEGIAN.—Gentlemen going to Norway, and desirous of learning 
the language, should apply by letter to H. H., care of the Editor of FIsHiInG 
GAzmTTE, First-class testimonials as to proficiency. 


CHANCERY-LANE SAFE Depostt.—The opening of this stronghold for documents 
and other valuables by the Lord Mayor has created considerable interest. Such an 
establishment has been long wanted in the neighbourhood of the Law Courts. It. 
has been constructed, regardless of cost, by Mr. Thomas Thomas Clarke, in the base- | 
ment, of New Stone Buildings, and is as remarkable for its elaborately artistic work 
as for the skill by which it has been made absolutely safe against fire and burglars. 


THE court of assistants of the Fishmongers’ Company, at their monthly court, 
held on Thursday, May 14th, unanimously resolved, on the motion of the prime 
warden, Mr. ff. L. Beckwith, seconded by Mr. J. H. Fordham, that a grant of £2,000 
be made to the Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom. £1,000 to be 
paid this year, and the remainder in annual sums of £200 during the next five years. 


Messrs, CASSELL AND Co, are preparing for issue a series of popular standard 
works which they will publish in monthly, volumes under the title of “ Cassell’s 
Red Library.” The object will be to provide a representative collection of recreative 
works by leading English, Scotch, Irish, and American writers, well printed inclear 
type, and published at a price which will debar no reader from possessing them, 
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“FLOOD, FIELD, AND FOREST.” 
By Grorce Roorgr, Fifth Edition, with Illustrations by G. Bowers and 
J. Caruiste, London: J.S, Virtue and Co. (Fifth Edition). 
THE portion of this volume of most direct interest for our readers ig that 
which occupies the first 80 pages, which gives us “The Autobiography of the 


Late Salmo Salar, Esq.” “The narrator” of this amusing piece of autoblography 
was killed by “the author” of it as a “ thirty-pounder” in the month of Oct. 
1871 ; and the splendid capture so excited the imagination of the author that, 
being locked up in a first-class compartment of a train on the Caledonian 
Railway, he fell asleep and dreamed a dream, in which Salmo Salar, Esq., was 
converted into “a queer-looking old gentleman, dressed in a straw-coloured 
paletot, with a short pipe in his mouth,” who insisted upon relating his 
biography ab ovo, from the time before he was hatched—how he first went to 
sea as a smolt, returned as a six-pound grilse ; again went to sea, and returned a 
twelve-pound salmon ; how, again, the next year, he went to sea and returned 
a twenty-pound salmon ; and hoy, finally, he made his last sea trip, and returned 
a full thirty-pounder, thick in the shoulder, firm in the flesh, greyish in colour, 
the effect of age, for he was then six years old ; when, by certain “vile acts,” 
his story and his life were ended. Our readers must buy this delightfal little 
hilf-crown book and read for themselves the many amusing and tragic 
adventures which Salmo Salar, Esq., met with in his six years’ pilgrimage up 
and down the waters of “ The Tweed.” 

The question often discussed in the Fisninc Gazerre, “Do salmon feed 
infresh water ? ” is thus curtly disposed of by Salmo Salar himself, who certainly 
ought toknow. ‘I wish those wiseacres who assert that we salmon never feed 
in fresh water could have seen our daily bill of fare—worms, flies, water insects, 
small trout, smolts by hundreds—nothing came amiss, and we throve on our 
varied fare.” 

Besides this amusing story of the birth, life, and death of a salmon, the 
volume contains an equally amusing account of the life and tragic end of a fox, 
and a boy’s sporting adventures in Bolsover Forest. Under the guise of a quaint 
and humorous narrative, Mr. Rooper gives much most useful and interesting infor- 
mation, and that his work has already met with public appreciation is proved by 
the fact that the volume now in our hands is the /i/th edition. 





NOTES AND QUERIES. 


ANOTHER Big TROUT IN THE KENNET.—Visitors to the “ Fisheries.” two years 
ago will recollect the exhibition of preseryed specimens of large trout captured in 
the Kennet, the largest brace having been caught in the Hamstead Marshall 
preserves by the late Lord Crayen—one fish going 20lb., the other 183lb. Large 
trout, captured at Newbury, and a brace caught by Mr. M. Lewis, at Ham Mills, 
Greenham, formed part of this marked collection. One can understand how the 
trout can grow to a great weight in Lord Craven’s own water, because the fishery is 
strictly watched, never over-fished, and there is, moreover, plenty of natural food and 
coarse fish innumerable on which these golden-bellied monsters can feed and grow 
fat.. Atthat portion of the Kennet within the old borough boundary at Newbury 
the fishing is open to all, subject to close times, and the stoppage of netting and 
night-lining. About twelve or fourteen years ago Mr. Charles Slocock, the banker, 
caughtia 1021b. trout, close to Newbury Bridge, his lure being a bit of fat bacon. 
There is, according to the Newbury Weekly News, another large trout hard by the 
same spot. This fish—estimated to be about 1+lb.—had been seen to flap his royal tail 
several times before the season opened (on May 1), but had been considerately fed 
bya Mr. Saunders. So this might save a few middling-sized trout being “ savaged ”’ 
by thesame fish that had defied all attempts to capture it last year. Clever ones 
then put his weight at 12lb., so the fish had “ put on” a couple of pounds in twelve 
taonths. No doubt the Town Mill tail, and ditto that at West Mills, had been the 
fish’s winter quarters ; and, if after being fed, say, on grilled bladebone steak and best 
bread, followed by a bit of Cheddar, or Parmesax, or Roquefort, varied for supper by 
a few silvery-sided bleak, and, if he eludes capture, might suck in a few dozen of 
the yellowest of May-flies, how would this trout, when captured, eat, if served by a 
clever chef? The Newbury folk had got plenty of “specimen” trout already in the 
local Exhibition ; andeyen Mr. Toomer, sixty years orsoago, proved that Kennet trout 
were capable of attaining great size,even by feeding in comparative confinement— 
several in a stew connected with the river, and into which as a boy I often peeped 
with inquiring eyes. Therefore there is hardly any necessity for a fresh “ specimen” 
fish to be sacrificed by being * set up” ; for the most enthusiastic winner of the blue 
ribbon at Bingley Hall, or at the Smith Club, never wished to set Rowland Ward, 
the taxidermist, at work in “ preserving” a prize ox, heifer, or sheep. Given the 
capture of the trout in fair sport, it would not be beneath the attention of the 
worthy Mayor anda few chosen “friends in council” to practically discuss the 
effects of neighbour Saunders’s spring-feeding upon the 14lb. trout so long in the 
Kennet, hard by Newbury Bridge.—RustIcus. 

[ We were told the other night, at the annual dinner of the Hungerford Fly-fishers’ 
Club, that this trout was the talk of the town, and that a pork butcher fed it. on 
sausages, and a butcher on bits of beef and mutton. We should advise his being 
ground-baited for with mashed potatoes, and then a nicely-browned sausage spun 
carefully over him would probably land him in the fish kettle. Since the above was 
in type, the fish, as will be seen from the following paragraph, has been killed.—ED, | 


UNDIGNIFIED END OF THE GREAT Trout.—The Town Mill at Newbury has 
proved fatal to the great fish which many anglers had again looked forward to as a 
test of their prowess. This is the second large trout sacrificed at the same mill. 
Our excellent localcontemporary, the Newbury News, says that‘‘The trout was caught 
on Tuesday night shortly before seven, at the Town Mill, and much to the regret of 
anglers the modus operandi was not by hook and line. For weeks past the fish had 
been the great attraction to sightseers. At almost any hour during the day people 
might be seen watching from the bridge, or the bank near the Old Rectory, the 
movements of this large-sized trout. very day between 12 and 2 Mr. Saunders. or 
some of his friends would feed it, and as testifying to its food-taking qualities it 
could comfortably devour about a pound of meat at a meal. Its practice was to 
come down stream in the morning, and to return and lie near the mill after the 
water had been shut off during the night. Although it had more than once. tasted 
the hook, it had contrived to escape. On Tuesday evening, about haif-past five, ib 
was seen to leave the bridge never more to return. Its weight was 1631b., and it 
measured 32 inches. It wasdespatched by Mr. Church the same night to London, and 
in due time will be returned in a form for permanent preservation.” 


‘“‘ THE best vessel for gold-fish is a rectangular glass tank. They can be had very 
cheap, and are far better than glass globes. The latter, when the rays ofthe sun fall 
full upon the water they contain, are very dangerous to the vision of the finny tribes. 
Being of a circular shape, a lens is formed by the sun’s rays, and the heat therefrom 
becomes so intense that the fish are nearly (if not quite) maddened with pain. Their 
brain is on fire ! All this is avoidable by the use of the tank. Herein your little friends 
can dive, plunge, bury themselves, rise, sink, float, and gambol at pleasure. At the 
bottom of the water let there be some pebbles sunk, or some rock-work intro- 
duced. The best aquatic plant fora water-tank is the Vallisneria spiralis. This 
will flourish famously in a bottom of riversand, well washed, or in a bed of small 
pebbles, Let the bed be about two or three inches thick, then press the roots of the 
plant gently into it, making them fast by thread attached toa stone. Water weeds 
are used for the purpose of preserving the balance of life. The flowers feed on what 
the fish exhale ; the fish live on the oxygen given out by the flowers. The bottom of 
the tank should be made of slate, the sides of glass.” 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members of the above society are requested to note that Wednesday, May 20th, is 
quarterly night, and the following Wednesday, May 27th, general meeting. Members 
will greatly oblige by clearing the books of all arrears, so that application can be 
made early for the privilege tickets; also for the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. If 
members have not paid up, no tickets will be sent for either from the society or 
association. Yearage of the Central, 1s.—J. WORLEDGE, 





THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening, May 18th, at 
half-past eight. I beg to thank those secretaries who have so kindly sent in their 
lists for privilege tickets, which will be forwarded in due course in a few days.—R. 


GHURNEY, sec. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION VISITING LIST No, 2. 

The next return visit on this list will take place on Tuesday, May 19th, at the 
Globe Angling Society, held at the George Hotel, Ionthill-road, Finsbury-park. 
Angling friends that have not visited this club before may think this a long way to 
go, but for their guidance I may state that the tramcars from Moorgate-street, the 
Angel, and Highbury pass the end of the road every few minutes, and the trains to 
Finsbury-park by the Metropolitan Railway, which take you within a few hundred 
yards of the house, every few minutes ; and as this is one of the best visiting clubs 
on this list, and a club that has not missed a visit since the list was started, I hope 
those clubs and angling friends that have supported this list so well will give Mr. 
J.B. Franks, the genial host, and Mr. J. Holmes,a most deserving secretary, the 
bumper they so richly deserve.—F. THORLING. 


BATTERSHA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. . 

Ata special meeting on Tuesday last, most important alterations of rules were 
made. Members are requested to attend on Tuesday next, to confirm the same. 
More additions to prize fund. The committee are requested to attend on Thursday 
next, to fix prizes and the first match of the season. 


BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner and distribution of prizes will take place on Wednesday next, 
May 20th, at the club-house, Dalby Tavern, Prince of Wales’s-road, Kentish Town, 
N.W. After 9 o’clock we shall be very pleased to see any of our angling friends, 
and I can promise them a jolly evening.—J. JENNINGS, hon. sec. 








CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This club held their seventh annual dinner on the 13th inst., at the Rent Day, 
Cambridge-street, Hyde Park. Mr. Jackson presided, faced by Mr. Allen ; and the 
company did ample justice to a most substantial bill of fare. The toast of the 
“ Royal Family ” was responded to in most enthusiastic manner. The distribution of 
prizes followed ; Messrs. Welch, Warsop, and Edwards having the principal “ takes,” 
“ Success to the Cambridge Friendly Angling Society” was proposed by the chair- 
man, and responded to by Mr. Sutton, secretary. “The Anglers’ Association ” was 
proposed by Mr. Townsend, and responded to by Messrs. Geen and Beckett. Mr. 
Geen’s speech was a masterpiece of eloquence. ‘The Visitors” was acknowledged 
by Messrs. Tibbatts and Hobden ; and the “ Anglers’ Benevolent Society ” by Messrs. 
Ghurney and Beckett. The “Chairman and Vice-Chairman” was received with 
acclamation sufficient to prove the influence of angling to strengthen the lungs. 
On the cloth being removed, harmony was indulged in to a charming extent; the 
chairman sang the “ Baltic Sea” in a true nautical style. The vice-chairman and 
Messrs. Nolan, Unwin, jun., Edwards, Slatter, Sutton, Allen, Hobden and Heslop 
followed. Messrs. Smelt and Gower gave varied recitations, The dinner from 
beginning to end was a great success, and would well “bear the morning’s reflec- 
tion.” <All pulled together; there was no hitch; and those friends who were 
invited seemed delighted with their reception. Strange to say, some of the prizes 
offered last season were not won, although this club numbers so many practical 
anglers. 


CHERTSEY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The establishment of angling societies at the riverside fishing stations must be 
regarded as a move in the right direction, and indicates to the angler those hostelries 
where he may expect to receive the right hand of fellowship with a desire to give a 
hearty welcome to his visit. Following up the undoubted success of an “ Albion 
Social Club,” Mr. G. F. Spencer, the piscatorial proprietor of the Chertsey Bridge 
Hotel, has just succeeded in establishing an Angling Association, which has every 
prospect of a successful career. Notwithstanding the unpropitious state of the 
weather on Tuesday in last week, a goodly company of knights of the rod mustered 
to his call in the evening to consider the advisability of establishing such a society. 
Mr. W. H. Brougham, who had attended on purpose to assist in the business, was 
unanimously voted into the chair; and after explaining the object of calling them 
together, and regretting the unavoidable absence of Mr. ‘'homas Spreckley, all entered 
heartily into the work, and the first resolution, of establishing “The Chertsey Angling 
Association,” was unanimously carried. This was succeeded by appointing the 
following as a committee to give effect to the resolution: Messrs. Kempson, T. J. 
Rawlings, Roake, Taylor, Skelton, Robb, D. Madeley, Harris, and Cartwright, with 
power to add to their number. Mr. Kempson was afterwards appointed secretary, 
and Mr. G. F. Spencer, treasurer, and it was then decided the annual subscription 
should be ten shillings, payable half-yearly in advance, Fifteen members were 
immediately enrolled, and at once paid their first half-yearly subscription. The 
spirit and tone of the meeting was of an admirable character, and it was hoped that 
in the work which was given them to do they would all be cordially united in doing 
it. Mr. G. W. Lay, of Twickenham, who was present, heartily co-operated in the 
movement, and it was expected by the next meeting the number of members would 
be doubled. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Brougham for presiding 
on the occasion, and great pleasure was expressed in having so genial and practical a 
host as Mr, Spencer to assist in carrying out in a substantial manner the objects of 
the meeting.—B. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held at the Swan, Upper Clapton, on Monday last, 
Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the chair. The minutes of the preceding meeting were signed, 
and general business transacted. Mr. Stone, the renter of the Sewardstone waters 
(late Baily’s), attended and reported as to improvements he had made to various 
parts of the river. His project for throwing a light footbridge across from his garden 
was considered unadvisable, and Mr. Stone agreed, after well weighing the matter, 
to adopt the suggestion of Mr. Ghurney, and to substitute a ferry-boat. I learn with 
much pleasure that our worthy member, Mr. Read, has turned into the Lea, near St. 
Margaret’s, ten dozen of very fine stock perch. A cordial yote of thanks to the 
chairman closed the meeting.—Hsnry Howss, hon. sec. 


THE CRESCENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society, which has not been established very long, bids, however, fair to 
rank with some of the best angling clubs in London, judging from the gathering of 
members and friends at the thirdannual dinner, which took place on Wednesday 
week at the Giraffe Tavern, Newington Crescent, Kennington Park-road, the head- 
quarters of the club. Better head-quarters could scarcely have been found in the 
locality, having, in addition, an obliging and genial host and hostess in Mr. and 
Mrs. Collins, whose anxious desire atall times seems to be to afford every accommodation 
to members for the carrying out of the business of the society. Some 40 guests 
assembled around the well-laden tables, a repast of a most substantial character 
being placed before them, and to which, no doubt, full justice was done. Mr, 


Collins, in 1884, seemed to have imagined that he did not do enough for his guests. 
This we do not believe in ; but it is quite certain he did even more upon the present 
occasion. This, the third anniversary of this rapidly-increasing society, only shows 
what good management can do, and in this great credit is due to Messrs. J. Joel, 
J. Collins, and H. T. T. Ross (secretary), who, with others, have worked hard in 
regard to it. The chair was occupied by Mr. G. Woodman, Mr. J. Joel filling the 
vice-chair. Amongst those present were Messrs. C. Wood, Vaughan, Shaw, Boalch, 
Edwards, Gilbert, Bowers, Lowson, Bansbach, La Feuillade, A. Hayward, T. Hayward, 
W. Hayward, T. Parrett, C. Parrett, Elliott, Hearn, Ball, Collins, sen., Taylor, 
Ross (secretary), H. Woodham, Neville, Stiff, &. After the cloth had been cleared, 
the usual loyal and patriotic toasts were given. The chairman then gave the toast 
of the evening, *‘ The Crescent Angling Society,” and, indoing so, said that although 
the society had been but a short time in existence, yet it had gone on rapidly in- 
creasing, and now was evidently in a flourishing condition. In fact, instead of 
being called the “Crescent,” it would before long be rightly termed a “ full moon.” 
(Laughter.) The worthy vice-chairman:he might almost call a pupil of his, having, 
as it were, let him into the secrets of the piscatorial world, and of those secrets he 
certainly had taken full advantage, judging from the victory he obtained upon more 
than one occasion with his rodand line. With regard to Mr. Ross, their secretary, 
they had in hima most energetic officer and member, and who seemed to have almost 
the entire working of the affair. Mr. Ross did not say much, perhaps, but he did a 
deal without that. After some further observations, the worthy chairman proceeded 
to point out the efforts made by several members, and remarked upon one member, 
Mr. Shaw, having gone out 482 times fishing, showing his perseverance in the sport 
although he had not been so successful as he deserved. The toast, having been received 
with full honours, was followed by that of “ Kindred Societies,” proposed by the 
chairman,which was duly responded to by Mr. Boalch. Another toast was then given, 
in which the names of “ Visitors and Donors” were coupled, and incorporated with it 
the name of Mr. Wheeldon, of Zand and Water, whom the chairman, in highly 
eulogistic terms, pointed out as one of their best friends, and he might almost say 
the modern Izaak Walton. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, in reply, trusted that it would not 
be the last time he should have the pleasure of being amongst them. He had that 
evening been to other gatherings with regard to angling societies, but he was still 
determined, although late, to come amongst them, as he fully believed the Crescent 
Angling Society was in every respect a good one, and fully deserving of support. 
With regard to that portion of the Press with which he had the honour to be con- 
nected, few out of its sphere knew how hard a “ Press” man had to work. In other 
classes of the Press this was also the case, and the “ Knights of the Pen” were hard 
at work nightly when others were quietly reposing in their beds. The “ Press” man 
had likewise by recent events shown that he could not only fight with the pen but 
with the sword. (Hear, hear.) He had during his connection with Bell’s Life, as 
wellas Land and Water, done all he could to further the interests of such societies 
as the present. The toast of the officers of the society was then given, and responded 
to by Mr. Ross, who stated that at present there was a balance of £8 19s., and that 
members had during the year increased in number. During the last season 
some 6cwt. of fish had been taken, and some £47 subscribed for prizes, 
and it was highly satisfactory to find the way in which members and friends worked. 
Mr. Collins then proposed ‘‘ The Health of the Chairman,” and in doing so pointed 
out how he had come forward, without the slightest hesitation, to perform the 
duties that evening ina manner which reflected the highest credit upon him. The 
chairman having briefly returned thanks, other toasts followed, including those of 
the *‘ Vice-Chairman,” ‘The Press,” coupled with the name of Mr. Stiff, and the 
“ Host and Hostess,” to which suitable replies were given. It was then announced 
that upwards of £30 had been subscribed towards prizes to be competed for in the 
ensuing season. Leaving the “fishing” alone, it must not be forgotten that the 
pleasures of the gathering were greatly enhanced by some excellent singing by 
Messrs. Lane, H. Adams, W. Taylor (Billee), Wielden, La Feuillade, C. Wood (the 
well-known and deserving favourite), Sargeant, and others. Messrs. Lane and 
Scriven ably presided at the piano, and, by their efforts, contributed considerably 
to what throughout was a most successful and enjoyable gathering. . 


EUSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A No. 2 Eastern District visit was paid to thé above on Monday, May 11th, 
and was a great success. Mr. Burwash, of the Crown and Buckland Angling 
Society, very ably occupied the chair, and Mr. Moor the vice-chair. As a large 
attendance of friends was expected, the concert was started earlier than is the rule 
at these meetings by Mr. Burwash, who sang ‘The Old Nigger,” followed by Mr. 
Moor with a reading, entitled ‘“ The Cracked Doctor.” Then came Messrs. Long, 
Noter, J. Holmes (secretary of the Globe), C. Southern, Neal (secretary of the 
Eustonians), Clark, and W. Stevens (secretary of the St. John’s), each in their turn 
singing some good songs, and were greatly appreciated by the company. Then came 
the brothers Brown, of the Globe, who gave some very nice selections on their con- 
certinas, in their usual masterly manner. Then Messrs. Thorling, Chambers, E. 
Roberts, Brown, C. Watling, and Fitch each sang songs, when the brothers Brown 
gave their encore in the shape of a very nice selection. Then we had a new enter- 
tainment for these meetings in the shape of a performance with the Indian clubs, 
by Mr. G. Chambers, in a masterly manner. This gentleman has received several 
silver medals for his performances, and I hope to see him at many more of these 
meetings before the weather gets too hot for him to continue these exhibitions ; 
then Mr. Thorling sang ‘‘ The Tar’s Farewell,” and Mr. Watling, who was announced 
for the last song, ‘‘The Sea King,” which brought to a close a most enjoyable 
evening. When the role was colled, 21 clubs responded as follows: City of London, 
Crown and Buckland, Eustonians, Great Northern Brothers, Globe, Highbury, 
Lincoln, Little Independent, Original Clerkenwell Piscatorials, Reform, St. John’s, 
Pheenix, Waltonians, Amicable Brothers, North-Eastern, Independent Brothers, 
Alliance, Bostonians, Odds and Evens, and Fitzroy. These clubs were represented 
by about 180 persons, and was one of the best visits it has been my good fortune to 
attend. The next visit on this list will go to the Globe Angling Society, on Tuesday, 
May 19th, and I hope they will have a bumper.—F. THORLING. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A return visit on behalf of the Westerz Division of the Anglers’ Association was 
paid to this Society on the 12th. Mr. J. Jones presided, assisted by Mr. J. Green. 
Among the visitors were Messrs. Howell, Eydeman, A. P. Williamson, C. Stevens, 8. 
J. Bartholomew, Crowe, C. Smart, D. Dicton, Roland, G. Dodd, &c. Mr. J. Jones 
commenced the harmony with “You will Remember Me,” C. Smart “ Jack’s Yarn,” 
C. Howell “Shabby Genteel,’’ Roland ‘“ Only a Violet,” Eydeman “ Campbell’s are 
Coming,” and D. Dicton “Lord Beaconsfield.” Among others that contributed 
towards the amusementsof the evening were—Messrs. G. Dodd, Williamson, Matthews, 
Jenning, Chapman,andHarlyhan. On theroll being calledby districtofficer Jennings, 
the following societies responded :—Acton Piseatorials, Cobden, Bostonians, Inde- 
pendent Brothers, Prince of Wales, Phoenix, Princess of Wales, St. John’s Wood, 
Waltonians, City of London, Rodney Piscatorial, and Royal George. The next return 
visit will go to the Independent Brothers, the Bird in Hand, Long-acre, W.C., the 
date of which will be shortly announced I hope by—PIxI5. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our twenty-second annual distribution of prizes will take place on Thursday, 
May 21st. Members and friends please note.—J. A. FITCH. sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday the meeting was under the chairmanship of Mr. Pretty, Mr. Lamb 
vice-chair. The meeting had been called for arranging the opening match of the 
season ; but after carefully considering the matter, the members present were most 
decidedly of opinion that at present the Act relating to the close time did not relate 
to the various waters around the society’s scope, yet it would be as well to show the 
feeling upon the matter by not having match or contest before the 15th June had 
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arrived, thereby observing the same laws as the Thames, Lea, &c. Therefore, the 
arrangements stand over until Tuesday, June 2nd, when it is hoped that all members 
possible will attend. There are four prizes now on hand; but the notice given by 
Mr. D. S. Bayfield of a society’s prize for the best specimen fish had also to stand 
over, as he could not attend the meeting. It has already shown that the members’ 
discretion in not commencing too early was wise, as some rudd in the town on 
Wednesday evidently never ought or could have been taken where the I'reshwater 
Fishery Act applies. Mem.—All members will please remember that this year’s sub- 
scriptions are due, and will be received with thanks by the treasurer, Mr. C. K. 
Lamb, or Mr. Lark, sec. (Yare Club House), 145, King-street. 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The monthly smoking concert of the above society took place on Tuesday evening 
last, at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-ayenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. Rowland 
Beevor was elected to the chair, and there was a good attendance of members and 
_ friends. The minutes and other ordinary business having been disposed of, the 
musical portion of the evening was inaugurated by the chairman calling upon Mr. Cox 
for a pianoforte solo. This was excellently rendered, and great praise is also due to 
Mr. Cox for the able manner in which he accompanied the different vocalists and 
instrumentalists during the evening. Mr. J. H. Harding’s “ Tell her I love her so,” 
“No hand but thine,” and ‘‘ The brook,” were all beautifully sung. Mr. Darling’s 
“ Origin of the Gresham Society,” with its quaint chorus, was much appreciated. A 
recitation by Mr. Andrew, ‘The Tenth Hussars,” was very finely given, and Mr, 
Moore’s “ Four jolly smiths,” which followed, gained deserved applause. Two exqui- 
site Morceaux for the flute (1), “Andante con Moto” (Beethoven) and Menuett 
(Mozart), charmingly played by Mr. Reynolds, formed a splendid addition to the 
evening’s entertainment. Mr. Parker read a highly humorous sketch, depicting 
the troubles of one “ Paddy Flynn,” at a fashionable dinner. Mr. Briggs, who has 
an excellent tenor voice, sang “The death of Nelson,” and ‘Tom Bowling,” to the 
delight of his hearers ; and the “ Maid of Athens,” and ‘“‘ What shall I give to her,” 
of Mr. Moore, jun., left nothing to be desired. Mr. Harry Godwin, in “ Blow high, 
blow low,” and “ When Vulcan forged the bolts of Jove,” gave the greatest satisfac- 
tion ; and praise is due to Mr. G. H. Young for a spirited rendering of “ Laugh with 
a hearty goodwill.” Mr. Crumplen, by general desire, gave “ Man’slife is but vain,” 
very narrowly escaping an encore ; and Mr. Cartwright’s able rendition of ‘ Twicken- 
ham ferry,” and “ Is it likely? oh, dear no!” showed the versatility of talent which 
this gentleman possesses. Dr. Brunton sang “Annie Laurie” in his well-known 
able manner ; and Mr. Harris’s “I’m waiting at the casement” was a vocal treat. 
* Auld Lang Syne” and the National Anthem brought a yery pleasant evening to 
a close, votes of thanks haying been first accorded to the chairman for his able 
conduct in the chair, and to the gentlemen whose services had secured the success 
of the evening. Next Tuesday a discussion on “ Perch-Fishing” will be opened 
by a paper from Mr. Parker, who will also exhibit a novelty in the shape of a 
float—H. [Too late for insertion last week.] 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. White occupied 
the chair, and among those present were Rey. J. Walker, Captain Alfred, Messrs. 
Parker, Ayrton, Banke, Crumplen, Beevor, Wheeldon, and Sowerbutts. The minutes 
were read and confirmed, and a notice read from the Central Association of a special 
meeting to take place on Friday evening next. Mr. Parker then read a short paper 
on tackle used in perch-fishing, and, as each item was mentioned, exhibited a speci- 
men of the kind he preferred, at the same time giving the reasons for his preference 
of them. In the discussion which followed, and which was taken part in by most of 
the members present, some very instructive suggestions were made, and the Rev. J. 
Walker showed two perch rods of exquisite make. Votes of thanks were accorded 
to the Rey. J. Walker and Mr, Parker, and to the chairman.—H. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Last week’s meeting showed a good muster of members, but no business of im- 
portance came forward. It was arranged to have the usual Whit Monday competition 
in the river Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, particulars of which will, as usual, be sent 
by circular to each member. As this has hitherto always been a very enjoyable 
outing and well attended, it is to be hoped members will keep up the tradition, and, 
abandoning outside excursions, assist to make thisa red-letter day. The meeting 
was brought to a close by a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman (Mr. Leaman), 
and which he briefly and suitably acknowledged.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


METROPOLITAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
All subscriptions on behalf of the widow and children of the late Joseph Biscoe 
will be thankfully received at the Club-house, Rose, Old Bailey, by the secretary. 
Meeting nights, Wednesdays and Sundays.—W. MYALL, sec. 


PETERBOROUGH ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The half-yearly meeting of the above association was held at the Saracen’s Head 
Hotel, Peterborough, on May 4th. The chair was taken by Mr. O. Smith, who, in 
opening the meeting, referred with regret to the continued illness of Mr, Preston 
(vice-president). The balance sheet was read, which showed a balance of over £12 
in hand. The following gentlemen were elected on the committee :—Messrs. G. 
Harrison, J. H. Herbert, Wheeler, Barron, Preston, Trigger, O. Smith, Brandwood, 
Parslow, F. Peaks, G. Peaks, Milford, G. Smith, J. T. Smith, and Mr, Collier. The 
Nene is in first-rate condition, and some very good takes of roach and chub have 
been made. Peterborough is most advantageously situated, being a railway centre ; 
and considering that it is only one and a half hours’ ride from King’s cross, and that 
2s. 6d. is all that is charged for a member's ticket for 12 months, it is astonishing 
that so few of our London brothers of the rod visit us. If they would like a few 
good days’ sport, and are fond of scenery, I would advise them to visit Peterborough 
at the first opportunity.—O. SMITH. 


PH@NIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fourteenth anniversary dinner and distribution of prizes of the above society 
will take place on Tuesday evening next, May 19th, at 8.30 sharp, and the table will 
be cleared at 9.30, when we shall be pleased to welcome any friend or brother angler 
who will be kind enough to visit us. On this occasion our secretary, who is one of 
the oldest in London, will be presented with a testimonial ; and therefore all secre- 
taries are requested to rally up their boys and give the grand old man abumper, All 
members are requested to attend on the 17th inst.—Youna@ TADPOLE, 








THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was numerously attended last 
Wednesday evening at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. J. P. Wheeldon, W. M. Jesse, R. S. Fennings, EH. Russell, T, Huggett, 
J. L. Meyer, H. H. Brown, H. Grey, ©. C. Blundell, J. Hill, E. Bennett, F. C. Hat- 
field, and the hon. sec. Mr. W.J. Don Bavand was unanimously elected chairman, 
and there was very little routine business to be transacted, so that almost imme- 
diately after the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and confirmed, the 
members were at liberty to hear from Dr. J. Brunton the details of the capture of 
the beautiful Thames trout that he had placed on the table. The weight of fish 
was 7lb. 12o0z., and the length was 2ft. 23in. The doctor, on rising, said that yester- 
day was only the second time he had been Thames trouting, and he might therefore 
consider himself exceedingly fortunate, for, as a matter of fact, he had met that very 
day a gentleman who, having seen a fish feeding at Chertsey, had been spinning 
over it for the last fortnight, and up to the present moment both fisher and fish had 
survived. Dr. Brunton had bespoken Jim Haslett, the fisherman at Chertsey, in- 
tending to be down early in the morning ; but being, of course, detained, he did not 
arrive till the afternoon. He was immediately piloted by Haslett to the spots 
where the fish had been seen ; but, excepting one light touch, nothing occurred until 
he was returning home, and had reached “ Chertsey Hill,” after working hard all the 











afternoon. Here he hooked the fish now on the table, which, on being struck, 
immediately ran out 75 yards of line, and then “faced the air”; but before long, 
owing to the doctor's handling, this distance was reduced to about 40 yards. 
A regular give-and-take battle then ensued; but the fish, finding he 
was being hardly pressed, made for the deep water, and there skulked like a salmon 
for about fifteen minutes. Nothing, therefore, remained but to wait, and to keep a 
moderately tight pressure on him. These tactics were ultimately successful, and 
the fish having been got under control, the Doctor, more swo, took up a position in 
the bow of the punt, and Haslett in the stern with the landing net ready ; the fish 
was then brought up to the surface, and after being allowed to swim alongside for 
a few moments, was dropped, tail first, into the landing-net. The tackle used by 
Dr. J. Brunton was handed round for inspection, and consisted of a movable lip- 
hook, followed by a fixed triangle, composed of two small hooks brazed on to alarger 
one. The latter, in baiting, is placed through the fish close to the shoulder, and 
another ordinary triangle placed by the fork of the tail, gives the necessary bend. 
The armament is completed with a No. 11 triangle flying in the rear. A salmon of 
18lb. loz., caught by Mr. H. H. Winton, at Ringwood, was also on the table: The 
fish was well formed, well fed, and as bright as a bar of silver. It was regretted by 
all that Mr. Winton was not present to give an account of its capture. A vote of 
thanks was unanimously accorded to Mr. H. Gray. the honorary librarian, for presenting 
two interesting and ancient prints to the society’s large and valuable collection. 
After the usual toast of “ The Continued Prosperity of the Piscatorial Society’? had 
been duly honoured, and Mr. H. H. Brown’s proposition of vote of thanks to the 
chairman had been carried, the business ended.—R. B. 
PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The ordinary fortnightly meeting of this society was held on Monday last, Mr. J. 
Cadman in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Messrs. Huson and Shardlow were duly elected as members, and the following were 
duly proposed and seconded, and their election will be proceeded with next meeting 
night, viz. :—Messrs. H. Gregory, Coles, Barber, and G. Kniveton. The chairman 
announced the receipt of £3 3s. from Major Pountain, and 10s. 6d. from Mr, C. W. 
Cooke, their subscription as honorary members.—T. WHYMAN, hon. sec. 








RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Wednesday evening at the 
Station Hotel, Mr. H. Dickinson presiding, and Mr. C. H. Powell in the vice-chair, 
After confirmation of the minutes of last meeting, Mr. B. Griffin and Mr. H. Price 
were unanimously elected members of the society. Mr. H. W. Little weighed in 
another pretty trout in splendid condition, taken in the tidal waters close to Hel-pie 
Island, scaling 5lb. 4oz. The chairman informed the members that a handsome 
trout had been taken just below Hampton Court weir by a gentleman fishing with 
Milbourne, scaling 111b., and in proposing the health of Mr. H. W. Little, congratu 
lated him upon his great success in taking two trout in the tideway within a fort- 
night. In responding, Mr, Little informed the members that there were several fine 
fish in the tideway between Hel-pie Island and Richmond Bridge, waiting to be 
caught.—GeE0O. H, HESTER, hon. sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

On the 11th inst. a general meeting of the members of the above was held at the 
Alscot Arms for the purpose of electing officers, arranging return visits, and to 
decide the where and how the first competition of the season should take place. Mr. 
Field was re-elected as president, and Mr. Allen as secretary. In reference to the 
return visits, a discussion took place owing to the negligence of the secretary of a 
society not forwarding the notice of his visit to other societies in time for them to 
attend. It was finally decided that the next visit be paid to the Original Anglers’ 
Pride, Mr. TFiddes’s, The Five Bells, Bermondsey-square, Bermondsey, to 
be followed by the Peckham Perseverance and the Kenningtonians. 
After the above the list will commence again by a visit to the Rodney, and so on 
through the list ; any society not represented at the visit previous to its own will 
forfeit the visit, and the next visit will be paid to the society next on the list, as is 
represented. The first competition will take place on June 28 at Horley, on the 
Brighton and South-Coast line ; the fare will be 2s. 8d. with the new ticket ; en- 
trance fee, 1s. Tickets will be sent round to all societies on the list by Mr. Allen, 
and all moneys and unsold tickets must be returned to him at the Alscot Arms, 
Alscot-road, Bermondsey, not later than Thursday, June 25. The return visit to the 
Original Anglers’ Pride will take place on Monday, June 8. The holidays and other 
engagements prevent its taking place before that date.—PIXIE. 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A smoking concert, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, took place at the 
above on Wednesday, May 13th, and, I am very pleased to say, was very well sup- 
ported by the members of the above, also by the Globe Angling Society, who again 
came to the front in good numbers, and the Fitzroy, Metropolitan, Sir Hugh 
Myddelton, and the Crownand Buckland Angling Clubs. Mr. T. Hall very ably 
officiated as chairman, and Mr. Wilcockson as vice-chairman ; and Miss Parsons very 
kindly gave her services, and some very nice songs, in aid of this benevolent object. 
The first song having been sung by Mr. Hall, he was quickly followed by Mr. 
Wilcockson ; after which Miss Parsons sang a very nice song, entitled “ Dolly’s 
Revenge,” which was very nicely sung ; after which our old friend Mr. Brockwell 
sang, followed by Messrs. Thorling, J. Penn, and A. Ha’es, who sang ‘ Sweethearts 
and Wives” very well. Mr. Wilcockson then sang his ei co ‘e song, followed by Miss 
Parsons, who sang two. Mr. H. Ryeman, who sang “ The Bugler,” deserves great 
praise. Mr. C. Fudge, who appeared on the scene with quite a flourish of trumpets, 
sang ‘ Good-bye, Sweetheart, Good-bye” very nicely; followed by Mr. W. Stevens, and 
Mr. Goudge, who sing the last song of the evening. Due notice will be sent to a 
few neighbouring clubs when we arrange for the next concert for the same purpose. 
F, THORLING. 


SOCIAL BROTHERS. 

The above club held their sixth annual dinner at the club house, Prince Regent, 
Dulwich-road, Herne Hill, on Wednesday, April 29th. Iam sorry to say that wedid 
not muster so numerously as on former occasions, not more than twenty-one being able 
to attend. The dinner, as usual, was provided by Messrs. Monk and Lockeyear, and 
the thanks of all members are due to them for the manner in which it was done, 
Mr. R. Irons, our late president, occupied the chair, and was well supported by Mr. 
J. Ilynn, as vice. After justice had been done to all the good things provided for 
us, the chairman gave the usual loyal toast, followed by the toast of the evening, 
“The Social Brothers Angling Club,” responded to by our hon. sec., who read a very 
satisfactory report for sosmallaclub. Mr. Pavey gave “The Late President and 
Vice-President,” Mr. Irons replying. Mr. Knight gave “ The Committee and Officers,’ 
responded to by Mr. Bird, one of our hardest working but unlucky members. 
Mr. Flynn gave “The Hon. Members and Visitors,” replied to by Mr. J. Palmer 
The prizes were then distributed by the chairman, Mr. Lee taking six, including 
first gross weight ; myself nine, including second gross weight; Mr. Bromhead five, 
including third gross weight ; Mr. Cocks three, Mr. Weston and Mr. Bird one each. 
Honorary members’ prizes: Only two were taken—Mr. Ridgwell taking the first ; 
Mr. Palmer the second, a cup, which on thanking the donors he filled with cham- 
pagne, and passed round the room. The above toasts were interpersed with some 
very nice songs, Mr. Tear presiding at the piano. I shall take the opportunity, on 
behalf of the club, of thanking Mr. Lambert for his very tasteful table decorations. 
—J. GOUBOT, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 
At the meeting held on the 14th it was proposed and carried that eleven members 
of this society play eleven members of the Crescent Anglers a game at cricket. the 
when, where, and how to be arranged by Mr, Ross for the Crescent, and Mr, Boalch 
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for this society. The prizes of the past season were distributed by Mr. H. Bayley 
witha few appropriate words to each winner that gave much satisfaction. The 
principal prize winners were Messrs. Grigg, Bedford, Gilbert, Beckett, Piolaine, 
Hawkridge, Beale, Crisp, and C, Bansback. Arrangements are now in hand for a 
smoking concert on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, to take place on 
Thursday, June llth. Mr. Bayley will preside, assisted by Mr. Beckett. All 
members and friends are invited to attend on that occasion. “So do not forget 
that,” Mr. W. Page. Members and friends will be sorry to hear that Mrs. Bansback, 
sen., died on May 14th, 1885, aged 83 years.—PIXIE. s 


WATFORD PISCATORS. 
THe fourth annual dinner of the Watford Piscators was held at the Hssex Arms 
Hotel, on Thursday evening, the 30th April. Mr. B. Clegg catered in his usual 
excellent manner. The room was decorated with stuffed specimens of fish captured 
by the members of the society, of which there were a considerable number, The 
chair was taken by Mr. Philip Geen, of the Thames Angling Preservation Society ; 
the vice-chair by Mr. Charles Healey, the vice-president of the Watford Piscators. 
These were also present—Messrs. W. T. Boydell, H. A. Vincent (hon. secretary), 
E. F. Eden, Boydell, jun., J. Rogers, H. B. Didsbury, W. Wilson, H: Haywood, W. 
Ross, Redding, Ford, Crouch, Milner, Sully, Hodgins, Pigg, A. Spicer, Bygraye, 
Ward, &c. The chairman haying proposed the usual loyal toasts, which were duly 
honoured, Mr. W. T. Boydell gave “ The Army, Navy, and Reserve Forces,” coupled 
with the name of Lieutenant Healey, of the A Company, 2nd Herts, R. V. Lieutenant 
Healey, in responding, said that the only serious fault of the Army was its numerical 
weakness, though that was rather the fault of whatever Government might be in 
power. Pluck and personal bravery were still the characteristics of our men, and 
that had been shown in the late wars with the brave Zulus, and more recently with 
the Arabs of the Soudan. The chairman then distributed the prizes. Mr. Boydell 
said that he thought great credit was due to the various gentlemen who had taken 
prizes this year for the excellent show of fish weighed in from time to time. On account 
of the extreme dryness of the season fishing was ata great discount, and members 
must have worked exceedingly hard to get the fish they did. Mr. Eden, on Boxing- 
day, took two fish, one weighing 91b. 10oz., the other 9b. 60z., and on the following 
day several other good fish. Mr. Rogers had also taken splendid trout during the 
season, and very fine roach. Mr, Ross had taken numerous trout with a 
fly. Mr. Eden had also taken several trout with a fly during the season. 
Mr. Rogers briefly responded. The chairman, in proposing the toast of the 
eyenine, “Success to the Watford Piscators,” spoke of the different measures that 
societies with which he was connected had introduced into Parliament to benefit 
fishermen, and particularly with reference to the pollution of rivers. In the course 
of his remarks he mentioned that there were 178 fishermen’s societies in London, and 
many more in the country, Sheffield alone having 240, With the toast he coupled 
the name of Mr. Vincent, the secretary, than whom, he said, they could not have a 
more devoted or truer sportsman, and the committee ought to support him. Mr. 
Vincent responded, and said the gross receipts of the society this season were 
£36 6s. That included a very kind donation from Mr. Moon, of Cassio-bridge, who 
gave each year the generous donation of 10 guineas. (Cheerg.) The expenditure 
had been £37 5s. 6d. The prosecutions he need scarcely touch upon ; he was sure 
they all felt the good the club had done to the town in stopping the poaching that 
had been going on for some time. When they first started, poachers used to laugh 
at them, but now unfortunately they could not find them. Two of them were sent 
to St. Albans gaol for a short holiday and change of air, and Mr. Boydell could tell 
them that at that moment there were warrants out against four or five others. They 
preferred that they should keep “ out of town,” because they did not then trouble 
them. With regard to the fish, he might tell them that they had weighed in 18 
trout. That might seem a very small quantity for eight members to weigh, but 
when they remembered that they weighed 461b. 4oz., he did not think it a bad 
average. Hight perch had been weighed, the weight being 11Ib. loz. ; four roach, 
weighing 41b, 6oz. ; two chub, Glb. 9202. ; nine jack, 591b. 50z. ; two dace, 1lb. 1240z.; 
total weight, 1291b.60z. (Cheers.) Mr. Eden, who was called upon as chairman of 
the club, also responded to the toast. The vice-chairman then proposed the health 
of the chairman, who, he said, was the president of the largest angling association 
in London, and that society had gained for anglers many of the cheap fares 
which enabled them to leave London on Saturday afternoon and return with such 
facility. In addition to that, he was a member of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, which he understood was working very hard to get the Freshwater Fishing 
Act improved. The secretary aiso informed him that Mr. Geen had spared neither 
time, trouble, nor money in trying to further, and he thought he might say he had 
done so successfully, the objects of anglers generally. The chairman then gave the 
health of the vice-chairman, and Mr. Healey returned thanks. Mr. Boydell proposed 
the health of the gentlemen who had made presents of fish to the society, mention- 
ing particularly the names of Mr. A. Holland-Hibbert and Dr. Hood. The health of 
the host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Clegg, to which Mr. Clegg responded, concluded 
the list, and the company shortly afterwards separated. Several gentlemen sang 


some capital songs, 
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EXTRAORDINARY ENCOUNTER BETWEEN PIKE.—On Thursday, the 16th ult. an ex- 
traordinary encounter took place between two pike, inthe river at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, which strikingly shows the reckless ferocity of these fish. A gentleman on 
the bank of the river observed two fish in the water, apparently dead. The smaller 
of the two had made a frantic effort to swallow his larger rival, and had succeeded 
in getting the entire head, to the shoulder, of his victim firmly wedgedin his throat. 
In this position the fish were perfectly helpless ; but upon being thrown on the bank 
they began to display signs of life, and then managed to free themselves from their 
novel position, after which they gave their captor a lively time of it. The dimensions 
of the fish were :—The small one, 2ft. long, Yin. girth, and weight 3i1b.; the other 
which he was trying to put out of sight was 2ft. Gin. long, 112in. girth, and weight 
531b.— B ristol | Times,April 24. 


it.—(* Angler’s Rambles,” 





STANDARD COLOURS FOR SALMON FLIES. 


WE hope all salmon anglers and salmon fly-fishers who take an 
interest in Mr. Geo. M. Kelson’s endeavour to establish a standard of 
colours (to do away with the confusion existing at present) will make 
a point of calling at the Fly-Fishers’ Club, 10, Adelphi-terrace, 
Strand, on Thursday afternoon next (from four till seven o'clock). 
Mr. Kelson will be present to show the colours. 





THE TROUT STREAMS OF ABERDEENSHIRE. 


THE ALT-DARRARIE, 


By W. M. 








ON this occasion we ask the angler to accompany us to the mountains—to one of 
the remotest points of the county, into the vast amphitheatre of the hills, away from 
the busy haunts of men, To reach the head-springs of the Alt-Darrarie, we must 
needs ascend to a height of nearly 3,000ft. We need not “ climb with footing nice” ; 
but we must climb with a determination, and have “ Excelsior” for our motto. 
Having mastered the ascent and gained an airy point, fatigue flies, and we scan and 
contemplate the beauties of nature. The deer forest stretches all round ; behind us, 
on the borders of Forfar, is the famous Lair of Alt-Darrarie ; on right and left the 
hills rise tier on tier ; below are the mountain gorges of the stream ; to the west rises 
dark Lochnagar, with its snow-filled corries, while down ; low down in the valley, the 
placid Muick, refiecting the mountains on its breasts, pursues with 
tortuous way its eastward course. Here is beauty in the lap of 
terror—here sublimity and solitude reign; and here, braced by the air and 
impressed by the scene, “cark and care’’: cease to annoy. Given a good day, a 
suitable water, and an excursion to the Alt-Darrarie will be one of the pleasantest 
records in the angler’s book of memory. Even since we first fished it—saw the 
stream, and liked it—we confess having at certain seasons had a strong desire to 
revisit this bonnie, brattling brook. ; 

The Alt-Darrarie rises in a nook of Aberdeenshire (hemmed in by Forfar), flows 
mainly north-eastward for 32 miles, thereafter pretty much northward; and the 
Muick receives its waters about a mile and a half below theloch. It has a course of 
nearly 6 miles. Along its margin there is nought of the larger species of the vegetable 
kingdom to cause the angler any annoyance, save here and there a scrubby plant of 
the hardy mountain birch. During a great part of the stream’s course the water is 
very much broken by a close succession of ledges, over which it pours into the deep 
rocky pools below. The bottom is rocky, and in most of the little flats the water 
courses along between and around rough, bouldery stones. Whenever it is running 
high one must needs observe to obtain a firm’ footing on the stony, ledging bank, 
otherwise a ducking and some nasty bruises may be the result. The Alt-Darrarie 
fills and falls with astonishing suddenness ; in flood it dashes along with a deafening 
roar, heaving the spray high into the air, Though a fine, it is a fickle mountain 
stream. To get areally good “catch,” one must be prepared to catch a good shower 
on going to, or on reaching, the spot. When that is got, success is assured, A heavy 
spate upsets everything ; but a passing summer shower puts the water into the 
finest possible state. Small red-worms are very, very deadly—far more so than fly. 
If the angler has the goodfortune to drop his bait among a shoal of good trout in 
the swirly end of any of the pools, he may fill-his basket in a shorttime. There 
should be no delay at any of the casts if an offer is not immediately accepted. It is 
best to fish without a sinker, or, at least, with a very light one, as the bottom isso 
beset with stones that the hook, when heayily weighted down, has a decided tendency 
to get fixed, In fishing with fly, one should use the finest tackle, and be provided 
with a stock of Duns, red, black, and Coch-y-bondhu hackle flies with tinselled 
bodies. For these, in preference to others, the trout eyince a natural inclination; 
Worm ought always to be used when the water is discoloured. If, perchance, ona 
very bright day the angler drops the worm into a clear, unruffled pool, he will observe, 
to his chagrin, that the trout, except the smaller ones, will scatter in all directions. 
Though the angler peep, peer, and move ever so cautiously up stream, one good trout 
from each pool isall he need count on. Little ones may be got, one, two, three ; but 
the splashing of the first one in the water puts the rest of the big chaps “ off the 
take.” It is, therefore, best to move on to another pool ; secure your trout, and 
proceed to the next. If the angler fishes up stream for four miles or so in this 
manner, lunches thereafter, rests awhile, or goes in search of some rare Alpine 
plants, he will find on returning that the trout are again quite as ready, to accept 
his invitation. A light and well-directed cast is of the greatest importance.: Six to 
the pound is pretty near the weight of the trout a clumsy fly-fisher is certain to get ; 
but on a good day he may secure as many as from 10 to 16 dozen, When in the pink 
of condition, the larger trout, caught with worm, and wily-wise with fly, average 
nearly 3lb., and they are pretty uniform insize,a very big one being a great rarity. 
Permission to fish the Alt-Darrarie should be obtained from the proprietor, J. T. 
Mackenzie, Esq., Glenmuick House, by Ballater; or Allan R, Mackenzie, 
Esq., Braickley House, Ballater. June, July, and August are the best 
months. The Invercauld Arms, Ballater, is convenient to stay at; and hiring 
from thence, eight miles up Glenmuick, is the best way to reach the stream. To 
allow time to fish the best of the water thoroughly, anglers must start betimes. 
Lodgings can be had in Ballater if desired, or at a farmhouse on Muick side. The 
falls should be seen, a walk taken round Loch Muick, and dark Lochnagar climbed to 
the summit. Route—by rail to Aberdeen ; Deeside line to Ballater ; thence proceed 
as directed. Rodseason, Feb. 11th to Oct. 31st. 





JESSIE mentions an instance of a trout having seized a martin (Hirundo), which 
had fallen on the water, having been wounded by a shot. ‘The fish disappeared with 
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TROUT ANGLING—No.,2. 


By JAMES MACNEE (Professional Angler). 


THE REEL, 


THIS is another part of angling equipment manufactured of many 
different shapes, materials, and price. ~ In purchasing one, have a 
good one at the first. Cheap articles wear out in a short time, are 
continually going out of order, and-from first to last give no satisfac- 
tion. The reel has more work to perform than any other portion of 
the tackle required, being continually winding and unwinding the 
line. You can have them madeof wood, brass, or vuleanite, according 
to fancy. I would:advise the brass ones asthe most substantial. ». 

A proper reel has a small wheel with teeth fixed between the outside plate and 
the cylinder, and a piece of metal working into the teeth, a circular spring 
causing it after passing a tooth to return to its original place; thisis called a 
ratchet, and acts as a check to a fish when it makes a rush after being hooked, 
tiring it sooner, and also being of the greatest service in causing the line to 
unroll from the reel regularly and evenly. Were the ratchet not in the. reel, 








when a fish made a rush away and stopped suddenly the reel would continue to, 
unwind perhaps half or a full yard of slack line, which would entangle, and on 





making the next race the fish would escape, as the reel would not run, Many a 
good fish I have seen lost by the line becoming entangled on the reel, which 
could have been prevented by the use of the ratchet; I have also seen fish lost 
by the ratchet-getting out of order. If you notice the least thing wrong with 
the ratchet have it repaired at once, In angling on any river where heavy fish 
are, have a reel large enough to hold at least 80 yards of line, or even 100'yards. 
Adventures of many kinds may happen to you: perhaps a large pike may seize 
your lure, or a salmon take a fancy to your fly or minnow. Always err on the 
safe side ; it is mortifying to hook a large fish and see it with one rush take all 
your line out, snapping it like a thread when it is all uncoiled, and escaping 
simply through the carelessness of having a short line. This I have seen happen 
many times. Remember, large fish are often caught when least expected, and 
being prepared is half the battle. Some of the finest reels have a thin plate 
outside, turning with the handle affixed to the spindle with a screw. This kind 
is the best, being much easier to work than those with the handle affixed to the 
spindle. If your reel gets out of order, have it repaired at once. “A stitch in 
time saves nine.” Whatever material or construction you choose, see that you 
get a strong, substantial article, and be sure it will hold sufficient line, and is of 
sufficient weight to balance the rod you are about to use. 


THE LINE. 


The choice of this article is also important. Lines are made in many yarieties 
to suit the taste of all. You can haye them of silk, hair, or hair and silk com- 
bined—some even with a fine copper wire interwoven. Whatever kind of line 
you choose, be certain to have one of good weight ; light lines are simply of no 
use. The line I always use is a waterproof medium salmon line, and it is 
neither too heavy for trout-fishing nor too light for salmon. A light line can 
never have the advantages possessed by a middling heavy one. Angling with a 
light line and the wind blowing straight towards you, you will find that the line 
will not cast at all, and even in a high wind from any direction it will not even 
lie on the water. With a medium line and a stiff rod you can cast straight 
against wind, and it is not so apt to be blown from the water during stormy 
weather. Some argue that the light line makes the least disturbance on the 
water ; but with a good long gut cast this defect may be entirely obviated. 
Some, unable to cast their line properly, may make a splash in casting ; but 
practice will enable anyone to cast equally as fine with a heavy as with a light 
line. Light lines, even with a slight puff of wind, get into all manner of shapes, 
and no angler will ever be able to manage any lure properly with them. Re- 
garding the colour of a line, my opinion is that it is perfectly immaterial ; the 
hooks are so far from the end of the line (or at least ought to be), that the fish 
never see it. With proper usage a good line ought to last a number of years. 
On your return home, unwind all the part of the line which has been in the 
water, and wind it round two chair backs, or anything that will enable you to 
get it perfectly dry. Ifit has rained and soaked through the reel, or if you 
have allowed the reel to dip into the stream, unwind it all. This in a great 
measure keeps a line from decay. In fact, unless this is done your line will 
soon become perfectly useless. In your choice be sure to have one of sufficient 
length, and by all means have one of medium weight, always bearing in mind to 
unwind it on returning home after using it. 


THE GuT CasTING-LINE. 


The gut casting-line is formed of gut, and is affixed to the line. You can 
purchase them made and ready for use, or you can buy the gut and make them 
yourself. In buying gut, be careful to procure a really good article, as it is 
the most important article used by the angler, and at the same time is 
the most difficult to obtain. » You must have all kinds for different purposes— 
fine, medium, and strong. If you can tie a knot on a strand of gut dry, you 
may depend it is good ; if, on the other hand, it cracks on attempting this, lay it 
aside.* In making a casting-line, first cut off all the bad ends from every strand, 
selecting a few heavy strands for the upper end of the cast, medium ones for 
the centre part, and fine for the point ; this will taper it, and is a great assist- 
ance in casting. After your gut is prepared, place it in tepid water for ten 
minutes, then selecting two strands, simply cross the two ends you are about to 
join over one another in the form of the letter -X, tie a knot on it, passing the 
ends twice through before drawing it tight ; this knot is quite as good as any in 
use, and the simplest. I have always used it since boyhood, and never during 
my angling life ever found it to give way ; for extra fine fishing, I only pass the 
ends once through, to make the knot smaller in bulk. Continue strand after 
strand until your casting-line is of sufficient length, then remove all the ends 
with a pair of scissors, The casting-line should always be the length of the 
rod you are using, and a three-ply salmon plaited casting-line spliced on to the 
end of your fishing-line, spliced in the same manner as I shall direct for 
splicing a line. Your three-ply cast must be a plaited one, not knotted 
and whipped, as it must pass through the rod. rings, and knotted - casts 
will not do this. The best plan to fix the casting-line to the three-ply one, 
or line if preferred; is this: loop the end of your casting-line, and tie a 
single knot on the end of your three-ply cast.or line, take the loop in your left 
hand and turn the loop towards you, then taking the knot in your right hand, 
pass it into the loop at the underside about din., turn it,to the right, and bend it 
straight round until the knot comes to the upper side of the loop at the left 
side, pass it into the loop-towards yourself, and holding the knot and line in 
your right hand draw it tight. You can, if you like, pass it under the line at 
the right side, which causes a better hold to be taken; by this means you can 
change your cast in half a minute. You can thus, if you wish, try another lure 
much quicker than by having, as many have, a loop on both line and casting- 
line, and, besides, a loop on the line causes a disturbance on the water. In 
rolling up a casting-line, take the extreme end hook in your left hand, and wind 
the cast around the outstretched fingers, and be careful in passing the loop 
through it as you bind it to do it the same number of times always. I always 
on every occasion pass the loop through four times... Being careful in this is of 
very great importance, and Ihave rarely met any amateur who could unwind 
his cast of flies without getting it into a bewildering entanglement ; whereas, if 
you are careful to make a rule of the number of times you bind the cast with 
the loop end, you will find very little difficulty in unwinding a casting-line 
even on the very darkest. of nights ; you know how it was wound up, and can 
therefore easily unwind it. 

THE Basket. 

Inthe choice of a basket, select one of a good large size. The French woven 
baskets are decidedly the neatest.. Thos: woven in the rough pattern are the 
best, as they admit more air about the fish. On noaccount have anything to do 
with “fishing bags” ; fish cannot be kept ina firm state inthem, Place a handful 
of grass in the bottom of your basket, and between each layer of fish sprinkle 
some more grass, and never take out your fish, as many do, to have a look at 
them ; handling softens them. 
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Tue GAFF AND LANDING-NET. 


This is the next important aid required. The gaff I prefer to the landing- 
net, as it is easier carried, and if fishing by yourself, much easier handled. You 
can have them of various forms; but I will describe my own, asI have found 
it the most convenient of all. The gaff is turned on a piece of fine steel wire 
14ft. long; the other end is formed exactly the same as a pocket-knife 
blade ; then the handle, 2ft. long, has a spring the same as pocket-knife, and the 
gaff is made to close on the same principle as a pocket-knife. At the part of 
the handle where the bend of the gaff would rest against when shut, I have the 
wood cut out so that the bent gaff passes through ; by this plan you have 
a 33ft. gaff folding down to 2ft., and it may easily be carried in a pocket made 
for the purpose in the inside of your fishing-coat. If you wish it longer, you 
may add another length of wood, hinged in the same manner parasols with 
folding handles are made ; this will only add to the weight a very little, and 
will enable you to land fish over high banks. After your fish is tired, and you 
have him at the side completely done out, wind up your line until you have 
only the casting-line out, taking the gaff in your hand disengaged from the rod, 
pass it gently over the back of your fish, and with a sudden jerk pull him on to 
dry ground ; have your gaff sharp, and fix it into the first place you can, as near 
the head as possible. When you perceive that your fish is losing power, and 
you commence to work him to the bank, try, if possible, to make him come to 
land above you. Itis a great advantage in gaffing, as the fish naturally turns 
his head up stream, and you can approach from behind. If you walk boldly on 
his front, he will urge himself again into the stream, and it is at this time the 
danger of losing a fish is greatest. The net is used for the same purpose as the 
gaff ; but itis a clumsy article to carry, and if fishing with minnow or fly, your 
hooks are apt to become entangled in the netting. It is of use, however, in 
fishing from a boat—better in this case than the gaff, and with it you may also 
land small-sized fish; whereas the gaff will only be found useful to secure 
weighty fish. However, small fish can easily be dragged ashore : if they happen 
to be hooked, you will most likely lose them ; but you must allow for accidents 
of this kind, and console yourself by saying, 

“ He that fights and runs away, 
Will live to fight some other day.” 


How To SpLick A BROKEN LINE. 


Tie a thread tightly round the line, fully }in. front the points about to be 
joined ; then with a strong needle pick out the material composing the line into 
three parts from the thread you have tied to the point, then with a sharp knife 
scrape each divided strand until you taper it to a fine point as indicated in 
figure ; both parts being prepared in this manner, wax well with shoemaker’s 
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wax, and fitting the one part into the other, give the strands a turn with the 
fingers, and warp with silk thread. For convenience in whipping, roll each 
part of the broken line into a ball, leaving only a few inches from the broken 
part. If you have a hard waterproofed line, some difficulty may be experienced 
in picking out the strands ; dip the part in boiling water—tbis will help you to 
get it undone more easily. The thread tied round the line keeps the strands 
from becoming undone too far. Your three-ply casting-line may be affixed 
to your line in like manner. After whipping, roll it well with the back ofa 
brush or anything to smooth it, roll itagainst anything hard, and then varnish ; 
this is the very best way to mend a broken line. The splice is of equal thick- 
ness as the line, which enables it to run freely through the rod rings. 








OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


WitH reference to our recommendation of Messrs. Pearsall’s ‘‘ Gossamer ” 
fly-tying silk, Mr. W. H. Aldam, of Chilcomb, Winchester, writes to inform 
us that he still hag a small stock left of skeins of the same beautiful silk which 
was specially made for dressing the flies in his ‘‘ Quaint Treatise.” 

* * * * * 


In any but a piscator’s family it would be “shocking,” as the French say, to 
hear a little three-year-old sing out, ‘‘Oh, mamma! look at the fleas in papa’s 
hat!” 


* x * * * 


Mrs. Stephenson, of the Red Lion Hotel, Armathwaite, well-known to Eden 
anglers, asks us to state that she is leaving the Red Lion and going to take a 
place at Pooley Bridge, within five minutes’ walk of Ullswater, and will be 
glad to do her best to make anglers comfortable. 

as * * * * 

Amateur fly-makers often write to us asking where they can get materials 
for fly-dressing. We believe most of our best firms sell material for salmon, 
but not for trout flies. (We shall be glad to hear from any who do.) It may 
therefore be useful to mention that Mr. G. F. Cherici, Fishing-tackle Maker, 
Bondgate, Darlington, can supply feathers of woodcock, mallard, teal, snipe, 
plover, partridge, pheasant, jay, lark, starling, &c. He has sent us some 
samples of his small flies on drawn gut sold at 1s. 6d. per dozen. They are 
really excellent, especially the following: Olive Bloa, Little Brown, Blue 
Dun, Yellow-legged Bloa, Black Gnat, Dark Woodcock and Orange, Evening 
Dun and Yellow Dun ; the imitation Dotterel hackle and orange body is not 
bad, but why call it Dotterel? His “medium” and “fine” stained drawn gut 
casts are good. Mr. C. says: “ When you are fishing a stream that requires 
small flies, I hope you will give these a trial.” It hardly needs a trial to prove 
they will kill. 

* * * * * 

Mr. H. Brookwell, the well-known Lea trout angler, while fishing last Friday 
at Dobb’s weir on the Lea, was fortunate enough to get a brace of trout, going 
3lb. and 32lb. respectively. 

* * * Ea * 

Mr. Francis Francis has been fishing at Winchester the last fortnight, and 
although the sport was generally bad, and the weather unfavourable, during 
his stay he captured five good fish. The last day he took a brace of trout in 
excellent condition, weighing respectively 24]b. and 2lb. 20z. We know his 
many friends will be glad to hear this. 

* * * od * 

The angling editor of the Yorkshire Post says :—The Fisuing Gazerte has 
the following note in last Saturday’s paper: “Among too many of the pro- 
vincial angling associations the feeling as regards a stranger is to ‘’eave arf a 











brick at him!’ You know the famous sketch in Punch,‘ Who’s ’im, Bill ?’ 
“A stranger. ‘A stranger? eave arf a brick at him.’ The note in question 
relates, of course. to angling clubs in general, and not to any particular county 
or district, and, Mr. Marston, though I say it who shouldn't (I don’t know what 
it may cost me), you are right. Even in this generous and hospitable county 
of York there is an amount of selfishness in the matter of fishing of which some 
of us ought really to be ashamed. -There is no doubt about it, and there is 
nothing to be gained by trying to hide it. We are as jealous as the very what- 
d’ye-call-it of seeing a stranger on our water, and if he is known to be what I 
have heard designated ‘a drummer ’—which, being interpreted, means a good 
fisher—it is long odds that some of us do ’eave arf a brick at him. Why we 
should have these little petty selfishnesses I cannot say, and it is curious that 
they should be confined almost entirely to fishing ; and it is still more curious 
that the very men who object most strongly to see a stranger on the water 
should be the very men in most cases to make the said stranger most welcome 
to a dinner table. It is only when it comes to fishing that man’s inhumanity 
to man breaks loose in these parts, and it is only among the clubs where it may 
be noticed. I wish most distinctly to say that among the owners of private 
waters the very reverse is the case—a fact of which perhaps no one has received 
more frequent evidences than the writer. But the clubs must plead guilty. 
The answer I know is, that they pay for the fishing and havea right to it. It 
won't do, boys : you pay for many things in which the traditional hospitality 
of Yorkshire does not begrudge a friend a share; and if a stranger seeks an 
angler’s fayour, and takes away with him a basketful, should we not rather 
thank our stars the fish were there to offer him ?” 


¥ 





THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


THE ordinary monthly meeting of delegates was held at the Forester’s Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road,on Monday evening last, at 8.30, Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair. The minutes 
of the previous delegates’ meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. Ghurney reported 
the result of a visit to Chelmsford, also to Weybridge, Walsham, Leatherhead, and 
Dorking. He also stated that the Great Hastern Railway had been in communica- 
tion with him relative to an application made by the Central Association for the 
concession to be extended to Hertford. This cannot be done for many reasons, and 
Mr, Ghurney was told that if any overdue pressure was likely to be brought to bear 
upon this question it would most certainly jeopardise the whole lot. It is to be 
hoped the Central will, after this hint, be a little less pushing, and use rather more 
discretion in their applications. Information was given to the delegates as to the 
many kindnesses extended to the Anglers’ Association by the courteous and obliging 
manager of the L.B. and 8.C. Railway, Mr. Humphreys, and it was resolved, on a 
proposition of Mr. Murphy, that a cordial vote of thanks be tendered to the 
L.B. and 8.C. Railway for their great generosity to this Association. This was 
carried unanimously, and the secretary instructed to prepare and forward a letter 
to this effect. The president, ina eulogistic speech, called attention to the fact of 
Mr. Spreckley, president of the T.A.P.S., being present, and felt quite sure that 
everyone there would be pleased to heara few remarks from him. Mr. Spreckley, 
who was received with every manifestation of pleasure, replied, giving a most 
interesting and instructive account of the doings of the T.A.P.S., and accompanied 
the same with some excellent advice. He stated that, within the last few days, he 
had been in communication with the Thames Conservancy, and had told them he 
should like to have another pond made for the purpose of rearing salmon, and th> 
reply to his application was, “Tell Mr. Spreckley to write and say what he wants, 
and it shall be done.” He therefore hopes, in the course of a few weeks, to turn into 
this pond between three and four thousand Canadian land-locked salmon, and, in 
the course of a few years, he has no doubt at all that we shall have salmon of 61b. 
or 71b. weight in the Thames. Speaking of Mr. P. Geen, he designated him as “ the 
right man in the right place,” and felt sure it was impossible to find a better man to 
occupy the position he so worthily fills. He concluded by wishing every success to 
the Anglers’ Association, and thanking them for the sum of ten guineas recently 
forwarded to the T.A.P.S. .The president then said he had a most pleasing duty to 
perform—namely, to enrol two new societies: the Mildmay Angling Society, held 
at the Radnor Arms, Mildmay Park ; and the Holborn Brothers, held at the George, 
Brook-street, Holborn. Several questions having been put to the representatives of 
the two societies, and being satisfactorily replied to, they were duly enrolled. Mr. 
Ghurney stated that six summonses were returnable at Worship-street Police Court 
on Thursday, May 21st, for illegal fishing. The president then introduced the subject 
of restocking the river Lea, and mentioned that Mr. Howse, the excellent secretary 
of the Clapton Angling Society, was present, stating that he was the originator of 
the idea, and had brought it prominently forward in the piscatorial press, and at his 
own society, and in many other ways. A proposition was put and carried unani- 
mously that Mr. Howse be invited to join our committee, and to work conjointly 
with our president in this most desirable object. Mr. Howse said it would afford 
him a great amount of pleasure to join the committee and cordially co-operate with 
Mr. Geen in the one great object they had in view. Mr. Manning reported the 
result of a return visit. to the Edmonton and Tottenham Society, on Monday, 


May 11, which he described as a grand success, this opinion being 
decidedly endorsed by the energetic secretary, Mr. Gray. Mr. Thorling 
reported successful visits to the Crown and Buckland, on April 22nd, 


and to the Eustonians on May 11th, and announced the next visit would 
be to the Great Northern Brothers. Mr. Fitch, who was present at the Eustonians, 


stated that he was instructed to refuse the visit, and followed up with some remarks — 


which were intended to be antagonistic to the Anglers’ Association, and by so doing 
brought down upon himself a well-merited storm of hisses and eries of “ Order,” 
during which he subsided. Mr. Page reported he had visited the Marlborough and 
several other clubs. Mr. Jennings had visited the Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, and 
Golden Barbel with marked success, the crowded rooms at each club testifying to 
their appreciation of the return visits. The following clubs answered the roll-call— 
39 in number : Alexandra, Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Bermondsey Brothers, Burdett, 
City of London, Cavendish, Carlisle, Clapton, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, 
Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, Grange, Gresham, Golden Barbel, Hammer- 
smith Club, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Holborn Brothers, Izaak 
Walton, Independent, Jovial, Metropolitan, Mildmay, North-Hastern, Original 
Alexandra, Phoenix, Prince of Wales, Peckham Brothers, Queen’s, Rodney, South 
Hornsey, St. John’s, Stepney, Sociable Brothers, Westbourne Park, Wellington, 


(Ga 
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To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAzETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who“advertise, to ‘give the 
GAZETTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS are beyond all doubt the most valuabl3 and most con- 
venient medicines that travellers can take across the seas to distant climes, for chang> of climate and 
the new conditions and surroundings of life to which they will be exposed will assur Gly give rise to 
great disturbances of the system and to such especial morbid states of the blood ard constitution 
generally as will render the use of these effectual remedies highly necessary, for they will find in then: 
a ready and safe means of relief in most of the diseases which afflict the human race, an] with them at 
hand they may be gaid to have a physician always at their call. 
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ALAS! POOR DICK, 





A REMINISCENCE. 





“ Dear OLD Dicky!” were the unuttered words that rose to my lips upon 
seeing the announcement of the death, in his 58th year, of that genial com- 
panion and king of fly-fishers, Dicky Routledge, of Carlisle. 

I met him by the side of his beloved Eden some years ago at Armathwaite, 
and from the time that first we met until his death not a season passed but we 
spent many days together, days which will count amongst the happiest of a 
happy life. Needless to say, we became warm friends. I had been a fisher from 
my youth up, and was looking forward to meet the man whose fame and 
“takes” recorded in the Press had made me long to become acquainted with 
him. We were a jolly party at the inn that night; it was our first out of the 
season, in the fisherman’s month—April. Two lawyers, who had left their clients 
to settle their own matters ; a doctor, whose patients, it is to be hoped, were 
none the worse for his absence ; and two sporting gentlemen connected with 
commerce. In the course of the evening, under the influence of commerce, a 
barter took place between two of the gentlemen of the party. One of them 
exchanged a greenheart rod for another belonging to his friend, which was made 
of “ blue mahoo,” and as the new proprietor of the latter received two extra 
tops in addition, and also preferred the weapon for which he had exchanged, he 
thought he had the best of the bargain. Dicky came in the morn- 
ing, and to him was referred the 
question of the superiority of the 
blue mahoo. He took it in his hand, 
made afew casts in the air, and 
returned it to the owner with the 
remark, “ Aw wadn’t find it.” 
Meantime, I was taking stock of 
my new acquaintance. A short, 
fair man, about 5ft. 5in. in height, 
with light, thin hair, and poor 
physique—he did not look like one 
who could wield a heavy salmon 
rodand endure the many hard days 
and nights which I knew he had 
spent by the river side. His mild, 
light-blue eyes were ever on the 
moye, and not a thing seemed to 
escape him. He was as eager as 
any one of us to begin, and started 
off with one of his patrons whom 
he was initiating into the mysteries 
of the craft for his favourite 
“headquarters.” It was a bitterly 
cold day, and we had not much 
sport ; but Dicky and his friend 
had, and turned out more than all 
the rest of the party together. <A 
few days afterwards I went out 
with him and had my first lesson. 
The rod with which he fished was 
a stiff greenheart 14ft. one, which 
I should have thought it impossi- 
ble to fish all day with one hand 
until Isaw it done. In fact, on 
the many subsequent occasions 
when I fished with him he never 
used another. He was very proud 
of his reel, which was engraved 
with his name, and had been won 
by him some years before at the 
Carlisle Association contest, when 
he was handicapped either 10oz. or 
120z.in the pound. Abouthis line 
there was nothing particular. His 
flies were just rough Spiders, 
“ Partridge and Orange,” Light 
Blae (Snipe),and Yellow and Dark 
Blae (Waterhen), and Claret. He 
fished them the first time I saw 
him, and rarely used any others, 
except that he tied them with 
lighter bodies, Yellow instead of 
Orange for bright days, and occa- 
sionally substituting a Corn Crake 
and Yellow or Dark Snipe for the 
Water hen later onin the season. His 
opinion of flies was that, asarule,the 
fisherman was harder to please than 
the fish. He was a wonderful wader, and explained, after he was seen in some 
apparently rough, hard “ bit,” with his box floating on the top of the water, that he 
knew the bed of the Eden as well as the turnpike road. Strange to say, he could not 
swim, and on the two rare occasions upon which the water was too strong for 
him, and he was carried off his feet, he had simply gone to the bottom and 
crawled out on his hands and knees, keeping his eyes open. 


In teaching a man to fish, he first showed him how tocast the fly, andhis “tip” 
as to management of the rod in this respect was to keep the thumb on the top 
of the rod, and the butt under the forearm, as by this means the point of the 
rod never sank too much ; and fishing across, keeping the point of the rod up 
stream, the flies began to fish as soon as they were upon the water. His next 
lesson—and this was all he said he could teach—was ‘‘ knowledge of the water,” 
not only of the particular stream, but of the places where the fish lie. In this 
respect he was unrivalled. In fishing the stream, he would point out the exact 
spot where he would hook his fish, and I never knew him to be mistaken. Asa 
general rule, if there was wind orcolour in the water, he fished the flats and heads 
of the pools ; if there was little wind and bright sun, the streams ; but he never 
failed, and always said that he knew “where to find a few daft uns.” After he 
thought his pupil’s casting would do, and that he had a fair knowledge of the 
places to find them, he said all that remained to be done was “to keep your 
flies on the water.” These are the main points that I remember of his 
instruction in the art, and I have found that fish are to be caught in other 
streams than the Eden by pursuing the same methods. I see the “ Partridge 
and Orange” mentioned by Mr. Walbran in his article in this week’s number. 








THE LATE RICHARD ROUTLEDGE, 
(From photograph by Messrs. Scott and Son, Carlisle.) 





My experience on the Conway at Easter was precisely the same : I got a good 
basket, and killed all my fish with it. But I am digressing, though the note 
may be useful to brother anglers. In my subsequent interviews with Dicky, 
creeper, clear water worm, May Fly, and salmon-fishing, I learnt more of him. It 
seems that he was originally a weaver, but the indoor occupation did not suit 
him, and he was recommended to take some outdoor pursuit. Being born a 
fisherman, he took to the calling as a means of earning his livelihood. He told 
me that he often walked from Carlisle to Armathwaite and back with 25lb. of 
trout on his back. He used the fisherman’s box, so well known over the North, 
in preference to a basket, as the fish turned out so much better than when they 
were exposed to the action of the air through the wickerwork. His own box 
was a monster, and held just 221b., and on a fair day he usually filled it. As his 
reputation became known he nearly gave up fishing, for his own basket, and his 
shop, and many patrons enabled him to make a comfortable living. His flies 
were not of the neatest, but they were killers ; and though rough, the colours 
and feathers were right, and it was a man’s own fault if he did not get fish 
with them, About three years ago he had the misfortune to break his leg, and 
I heard from him occasionally while he was confined to his room. His great 
fear was that his leg would not be strong enough for him to get to the water 
side when the trouting commenced ; but happily he recovered, and the rambles 
by the river soon restored him to his wonted health. As soon as he could sit 
up he was surrounded with silks and feathers, and the flies that he tied were in 
numbers prodigious. I had not much experience with him as a salmon-fisher ; 
but his favourite flies were Light and Dark Turkey, and one he called the 
“Trishman’s Stocking,” a well- 
known lure in the Carlisle dis- 
trict. 

He was not less renowned on the 
Esk than the Eden, and was as 
much at home with the “ whitings” 
or ‘‘herlings” as with the trout. 
The best days he ever had on the 
Esk, at Metal Bridge, were, he told 
me, in August, about 1879. In 
3% days he killed: 1st (4) day, 
301b. ; 2nd, 591b. ; 3rd, 301b. ; 4th, 

-28lb., whitings, and I have seen 
him kill many a good basket since, 
though he never equalled one of 
those four days. 

I think an ineident that 
occurred a few years ago at 
Metal Bridge rather confirmed 
him in a sort of contempt that he 
had for mere scientists. One of 
these gentlemen was staying at 
“Mary’s,” and rather pooh-poohed 
the purely practical knowledge of 
our friend. The next day Dicky 
caught a chub about 3lb., and it 
seemed to him that he would test 
the gentleman’s scientific know- 
ledge. 

He accordingly, with his 
pocket-knife, removed all the scales 
from the chub, and produced it for 
the man of science’s opinion. He 
was quite unable to classify it ; 
but gave it as his opinion that it 
was a cross-bred. Dicky did not 
undeceive him, but challenged him 
to give him the parentage. This 
he was unable to do; but before 
he left, Dicky told him in confi- 
dence that it was a cross between 
a salmon and an eel, and that it 
took its smooth coat from the 
latter parent. 

I could say much more of him, 
but space forbids. There will be 
many a heayy heart at Metal 
Bridge next Whit Monday when 
the annual party meets, but without 
poor Dick. 

For many years his genial 
presence there has given plea- 
sure to his many friends. All 
of them willagree in what I wrote 
of him in my Diary in 1881; “ He 
is all that a fisherman should 
be”; as old Father Izaak says, 
“ An angler that proves good 

company ”’—a companion that is cheerful, free from swearing and scurrilous dis- 
course. 
Liverpool. 


OF CARLISLE, 


PUPILLARIS. 





THE MiILuEr’s THumMB.—The father of the late John Constable, Esq., R.A., was a 
miller, and our eminent English painter described to Mr. Yarrel this singular form 
of the human thumb: It is well known, he says, that all the science and tact of a 
miller is directed so to regulate the machinery of his mill, that the meal produced 
shall be of the most valuable description that the operation of grinding will permit, 
when performed under the most advantageous circumstances. His profit or his loss, 
even his fortune or his ruin, depend upon the exact adjustment of all the various 
parts of the machinery in operation, The miller’s ear is constantly directed to the 
note made by the running-stone in its circular course over the bed-stone, the exact 
parallelism of their two surfaces, indicated by a particular sound, being a matter of 
the first consequence ; and his hand is as constantly placed under the meal-spout, 
to ascertain by actual contact the character and qualities of the meal produced. The 
thumb, by a particular movement, spreads the sample over the fingers ; the thumb 
is the gauge of the value of the produce, and hence has arisen the sayings, ‘‘ Worth a 
miller’s thumb,” and “ An honest miller hath a golden thumb,” in reference to the 
amount of the profit that isthe reward of his skill. By this incessant action of the 
miller’s thumb, a peculiarity in its form is produced, which is said to resemble ex- 
actly the shape of the head of the fish constantly found in the mill stream, and_ has 
obtained for it the name of the Miller’s Thumb, which occurs in the comedy “ Wit at 
Several Weapons,” by Beaumont and Fletcher, and also in Merrett’s “ Pinax.” Al- 
though the improved machinery of the present time has diminished the necessity 
for the miller’s skill in the mechanical department, the thumb is still resorted to as 
the best test of the quality of the flour.—Cassell's Popular Natural History. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


A WATERSPOUT ON THE THAMES. 


Srr,— About 2.30 p.m, on Tuesday, the 12th inst., the river being calm but the 
sky portending wind, I, in common with several members of my family, witnessed 
from the back of my house at Kingston the unusual spectacle on our quiet stream 
of a strong whirlwind and waterspout, the course of which was from N.H. to 'S.W., 
or from Fricker’s timber wharf to a point on the barge-walk opposite the baths, at 
which it.apparently terminated in a dense cloud of dust. ; 

The whirlwind, which, through its whole course, occasioned a great roaring 
sound and disturbance of the whole surfaceof the river, at intervals of perhaps 
80-or 100 yards threw up a spiral column of water from 8ft. to 10ft. high, and from 
5ft. to 6ft. in cireumference at the base. I may mention as a proof of its force that 
the whirlwind passed under the stern of a ballast-punt at work, the occupants of 
which were obliged to refix their poles after its passage. . : 

The phenomenon I have tried to describe being somewhat rare, it is possible that 
you may deem its occurrence worthy of record in your coiumns.—I am, &c., 

H. DICKINSON. 

P.S.—The trout here, although plentiful, are wary as “the de’il himself,” and 
will not be seduced into taking a bait, bright bleak or dace though he be. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Srr,—There is very little angling news to write about this week, the river still 
remaining fine and low. During the last few days very many salmon have shown 
themselves, every favourite swim having several fish in it; but the most enticing 
bait failed to make them bite. We want some experienced fly fishermen here ; I 
think they would get some. A fresh is what is required now. Several fish have 
been hooked and lost. The only fish caught that have come under my notice was 
one on Thursday by Mr. Eaton, 15lb., one on Friday by Mr. Wood, 16lb., in the 
Shardlow and Weston Water. Barbel have commenced picking, and several have been 
caught by the salmon fishermen.—I am, &c., 

May 18th. A.W. 


TRENT FISHERY BOARD. 


S1k,—Can you tell me if the Trent Fishery Board have any right to enforce rules 
as to close time on private waters? The keepers on a water where I have the 
privilege of fishing occasionally allow grayling to be taken after June Ist, if they 
are in good condition. The licence enclosed makes close time till June 15th, and I 
have, before now, when on this private water, been asked by a bailiff to show him 
the contents of my creel. 

The Lea Conservancy Board, which, I presume, also acquires its rights under the 
Fisheries ‘Act, 1878, states in its notices that “these rules do not apply to private 
waters.” Has the Trent Fishery Board any more extended rights ?—I am, &e., 

PRIMROSE. 

[The Trent Fishery Board has power to enforce its rules, as regards Salmonidee, 
over all waters in the district, even as regards remote tributaries of the Trent 
entirely in private grounds. It is not long since a county magistrate was convicted 
for catching trout in a pond in his garden, said pond being fed by a rivulet which 
found its way afterwards to a river.—ED. | 





SHRIMPS AS A BAIT FOR ROACH. 
S1r,—Can you or any of your readers kindly tell me if shrimps are a good bait 
for roach fishing? If so, how are they used?—I am, &c., 


Birmingham, May 16. THOMAS FURZE. 


REALLY GOOD SEA-TROUT FISHING WANTED. 


S1r,—Can you or any of your numerous readers give me any information upon > 


the following subject: where I can get really good sea-trout fishing (fly) in Scot- 
land in July? Expense is a secondary consideration if the fishing is really good, 
and hotel accommodation clean and comfortable. I enclose my card.—I am, &c., 

1, Montpellier-terrace, Scarborough, 18th May. R. R. 





TROUT FISHING NEAR PORTSMOUTH. 

S1r,—In answer to Mr. OC. White, in your last issue, inquiring if there was any 
free trout fishing within twenty miles of Portsmouth, I beg to inform.him that all 
the trout streams in the south of Hampshire and West Sussex are either rented or 
strictly preserved by clubs or private gentlemen. The Portsmouth Waltonians are 
at present in possession of several trout waters in close proximity to Portsmouth,— 
Lam, &e., 4 E 


Portsea, May 18. JAs. 8S. DYER, 


ANGLING AT THE WEIR HEADS. f 

S1r,—In justice to our Society, I trust you will grant me space to explain what 
your correspondent, alluding to the above, calls a “ low scale of arrangements” made 
by me. 

The Windsor and Eton Society at a committee meeting instructed me to lay their 
views before the Conservators, which I did. They were as follows: “ That, whether 
awful or unlawful, this Association thinks it very unfair to anglers that a fee 
should be paid for permission to fish from the Weir heads, as it gives a great privi- 
lege to men of means above anglers in general, and they look with suspicion on the 
introduction of a system of payment. They consider that members of the various 
societies that preserve the river should have the privilege free whether of right or 
otherwise.” 

I have since been making inquiries about this supposed valuable weir fishing, in 
which the Conservators see a new source of revenue. The result is that one of our 
most experienced and successful trout fishermen in this neighbourhood says 
he would not give twopence to go on a weir, having killed but four sizeable 
fish off one of them in three years, and over fifty good ones in the open. If the 
Windsor Society even agreed to the Maidenhead and Marlow schemes—that is, to 
pay the Conservators a sum for the right—our subscriptions would undoubtedly fall 
off. Not one in twenty of its members fish from the weirs, and those who do not 
would think it very unfair that their money should be spent in this way. It seems 
strange that any society whose members fish from the weirs: should be amxious to 
pay the Conservators to catch their own fish. _ I feel certain that the Windsor Asso- 
ciation, which is under royal patronage, willapply its funds toa better purpose—viz., the 
purchase of sizeable trout ; and maybe in the near future the breeding of trout to place 
in the river, thus benefitting all alike—rich and poor, subscribers and non-subscribers. 
—I am, &c., 

Kton-on-Thames. B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 

P.S.—It is an incident worthy. of mention that the 641b, trout taken under very 
peculiar circumstances, as mentioned in my report on another page, was witnessed by 
several of the Conservators, whose steamboat; the Zhames, was entering the lock at 
the time of landing this eccentric fish. 


WHITE COCH-Y-BONDDUS. 


S1r,—Replying to the letter which appeared in your columns last week, I call the 
hackles to which your correspondent referred “ White Coch-y-bonddu’s.” 

They are always better understood by that name, and fly-dressers adopt it. 

Most of us know what Coch-y-bonddu’s are, though they are often mistaken for 
furnace hackles by young artists. 

What is the difference? A furnace hackle is red, witha tapering black list up the 


days ; south-west wind, with occasional showers of rain, 


centre, while the Coch-y-bonddu may be described, “a furnace hackle having black 
points.” ; 

I fancy any hackle that has two streaks of one colour with another in between, 
except the knee-cap, should come under the heading of one or another of what we 
call Coch-y-bonddu’s. The one that'Has been known for years and years, and written 
simply Coch-y-bonddu, is the natural red with the black list and black points. 

The “ White ” has also the black list and points, but is white where the other is red ; 
and dyes any colour splendidly. 

The list and points of the “ Blue” are natural blue, and the colour running up in 
between is sometimes grizzly, grey, a honey, or a golden. 

The technical appellation for a White Coch-y-bonddu is, I think, “Gwyn-y- 
bonddu”; but do not hold me as an authority on that matter. I only thought it 
would simplify matters to christen them as I did. 

I was taught to spell the word at home ending with dhwu instead of ddu ; but from 
later inquiries, was given to understand that it isthe poorer and not the better class 
of Welshmen who make use of the h. A red and blue body in Welsh is 
Coch-a-bonglas ; red and grey body, Coch-a-bonllwyd; red and black body, 
Coch-a-bonddu; but for hackles, why we take the y in the place of the @I do not 
know. 

Probably “Sprouston ”is not acquainted with the knee-cap hackle, or the sugges- 
tion he made would not have appeared. It is very different from a White 
Coch-y-bonddu, as it is black where the other is white, having a red list and red 
points. 

When made up, there isa showy black patch in the middle of the red legs ; hence it 
derived its name. 

I never heard of a.Grey. Cock’s hackle being used for the Childers, which fly can 
only be correctly dressed with a dyed white furnace hackle. 

If “Sprouston” means that he is anxiously awaiting the descriptions with the 
illustrations of the dozen flies I happened to mention, I am glad to say that the 
standard flies are to appear in the GAZETTE immediately, and although there is a 
rather large “ selection” of most of them, it is the Editor’s wish that I should give 
the original pattern of each.—I am, &c., Gero, M, Kruson, 





IRISH NOTES. 


BALLYNAHINCH.—Since last report no fishing has been done on above—only Mr. 
Austice, who has fished Monday and Tuesday. On Monday he killed one springer, 
and lost two peal. Yesterday he killed three peal and one springer, although both 
were poor fishing days. On last Thursday I tried it for an hour or two in the 
evening, but was very unfortunate—lost two peal and rose two, all different fish. 
Last night we had a continual fall of rain for ten hours, and while writing, waters 
are rising fast. ‘There is every appearance of a good season of both salmon and sea- 
trout (grilse particularly). Waters will be in nice condition for the next week or ten 
days with this spate—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


LAkr MELVIN, BUNDROWES, AND THE ERNE, Co. DONEGAL.—The weather 


| during the past week was very much settled in comparison to the one previous ; 


still, it was anything but fishing weather, for although the frost and snow has all 
cleared off and some rain fallen, the wind still continues to blow a stiff breeze from 
the north-east and is very cold; consequently salmon have not risen as freely as 
could be wished. The following are the particulars :—Captain White, on the 14th, 
one salmon, 10]b. ; Mr, G. Fishbourne, on the 15th, one salmon, 113lb., and a grilse 
of 441b. ; Mr. H,. Walsh, on the 12th, one salmon, 91b. Nine salmon were taken by 
anglers staying at Garrison, ranging from 9b, to113lb, Mr. H. Wilson, on the 
13th, got two grilse, 6lb. and 41b., and on the 16th a trout (Salmo ferox) of 941. ; 
D. Rooney, on the 15th, one salmon, 11lb. Trout-fishing shows a slight falling off 
owing to the cold and unfavourable wind ; however, fairly good baskets are still 
being captured. Little fishing is being done on the Bundrowes ; fish there at this 
time of year become very sulky, and will seldom show to a fly, but three were taken 
there during the past week. Salmon-fishing on the river Erne opens in a few days, 
when a good season is expected.’ Trout fishing on the lake still continues to im- 
prove, and as soon as the May-fly rises first-class sport will be had—M, Rogan, 
Ballyshannon, May 20th. 


Moy AND LAKE, BALLINA.—During the past week there were a few fair angling 
Mr. Stanley killed six 
salmon in four days, all good fish, the largest weighing 16lb.; and, on the 18th, 
two grilse, 5lb. and 7lb. The same day Mr. McCulloch killed two salmon, 10lb. and 
13lb. ; Mr. H. C. Little, one salmon, 13}1b., and four trout. On the 19th inst. Mr, 
J. Roach and Mr. O’Malley killed twenty-six trout, weighing 30lb.; Mr. J. C, 
Carroll, twenty-seven trout ; Mr. A. Gallagher, two salmon, 10lb. and 15lb.; Mr. 
White, three grilse, 51b., 61b.,and 7lb. On the 20th inst., Mr. B. Buchanan, two 
grilse, 541b. and 6lb. ; Mr. G! Grey, one salmon, 111b., and six trout; Mr. Stanley, 
one salmon, 10lb., and one grilse, 6lb. The grilse are increasing in number every 
day, and many of them have run up to the Lough, where they are rising freely to 
fly—FRANK HEARNS. 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—We are enjoying just now the ve plus 
ultra of angling weather, not too mutch heat or cold, bright or dark, wet or dry ; but 
a little of each, and nothing long—‘ Half sunshine, half tears—like the girl I love 
best.” So there was splendid salmon and trout fishing each day. The river con- 
tinued just the proper height till Friday, when it got too low for the upper waters. 
The rain that evening rose it a shade, and again last night (Tuesday) we had very 
heavy showers, which continued till midday to-day, so that now the water is fully a 
foot higher and whey-coloured, and we may expect a repetition of sport immediately 
the freshet clears. Last week twelve salmon were taken on the Ardfinan and other 
waters rented by Mr. Jas. B. Deacon—viz., on the 9th, three, 121b., 111b.,and 6lb. ; 11th, 
three, 231b., 13lb., and 101b. ; 11th, two, 15lb. and 51b, ; 12th, two,151b. and 91b. ; 13th, 
blank ; 14th, two, 1Ulb. and 91b. Mr. James Vaughan killed a splendid fish early in 
the week. He was returning home from fishing after: an unsuccessful day, when 
his attention was directed by a trout angler to a rising fish. Losing no time in 
fixing his rod up again, he tried his hand, and after a few casts, rose and hooked, 
and in three minutes successfully brought to gaff a grand salmon of 46lb., the 
largest yet killed this season in the Suir. It may be remembered that a few weeks 
ago Mr. Ed. Quinlan (Suirmount) killed a salmon 431b., the largest to that date. 
It is therefore, rather remarkable that the present and larger fish should be’killed 
in the very same neighbourhood. The fly in both cases was a small one, As regards 
net-fishing, the salmon are still running in great numbers. The Gurtun “ Clear” 
got six together in one snap above. Kilsheilan Bridge. The Clonmel “Clears” got 
but seventeen for the week, from 10lb. to 171b. weight, the nets here being farthest 
from the tidal waters. ‘Trout fishing is at its best.—RICHARD BRADFORD. 





“TROUT BINNING ” isaname given toa peculiar method of taking trout. A man 
wades any rocky stream (Pot-beck for instance) with a sledge-hammer, with which 
he strikes every stone likely to contain fish. The force of the blow stuns the fish, 
and they roll from under the rock half dead , when the “ binner” throws them out 
with his hand, : 


CoRRECTION.—In Mr. Aldam’s article last week on ‘Derbyshire Flies,” for 
‘bivenna ” read “ buierina,” 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, j tas oc Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIBS for the present season, No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A triai is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not, Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed On the best Kéndal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT,) i +! 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


Russtan CenTRAL Asta, including Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva,and Mery. By 
“HENRY LANsbett, D.D., 2 Vols., Demy 8vo. London : Sampson Low and Co. 


‘Ata time when the eyesand hearts of all Englishmen are turned to the doings of 
Russia in Central Asia, it will not be out of ;place to direct the attention of 
anglers to this most interesting and important work. Let them ask for it at their 
libraries, or buy it for their own shelves ; it will be found most delightful read- 
ing, not only as a stirring narrative of personal adventure, but to anglers and 
lovers of nature the chapters on the natural history, the fauna, and flora of 
Central Asia will be specially interesting. Much space is devoted throughout 
the volumes to the birds, animals, insects, and fishes of these regions ; and 
besides this, a scientific appendix of over 200pp. will be found most valuable for 
the specialist, as containing matter hitherto locked up in the Russian language. 
The work has no political bias ; but it gives a picturesque account of the people 
from the highest to the lowest as the author saw and was received by them, and 
certainly, in a non-political sense, the impression created by his narrative isa 
very favourable one. No obstacle was ever thrown in his way by any Russian. 
He travelled as an English clergyman; his badge was his Bible, and that was 
everywhere respected. He visited and distributed many thousands of publica- 
tions of a religious character or portions of Scripture in the prisons and 
amongst the poor and unfortunate wherever he went, and in his six months of 
energetic travel he covered over 12,000 miles ; but although philanthropy was 
the moving principle of his work, it is by no means obtruded in these volumes, 
which are lively and entertaining as well as valuable. 


Peg TETNT 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


Dex, KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—Some good sport has been obtained during the past 
week, although the weather has not been of the most favourable nature. The water, 
however, has been of good volume and colour, and the pools are well stocked with 
fish, On Monday, J. Harper had one fish of 7lb.; on Wednesday, one of 8lb.; and 
on Thursday, one of 9}1b., on the Desswood water. On Tuesday, Wm. Lamond, Esq. 
killed one of 931b., and on Wednesday, one of 113lb.; and on Tuesday, J. Nicoll, 
keeper, had one of 101b., and on Thursday one of 10lb.,.on the Norton House water. 
On Friday, J. Scott, Carlogie, had one of 831b.,and J. Mortimer, keeper, three of 81b., 
8lb., and 71b., on the Commonty water. On the Borrowstone and Carlogie waters, 
Sir William Feilden, Bart., and party had no less than twelve fish for the week, 
ranging from 7lb. to 213lb. Small fancy flies have proved the most deadly lure 
now,—Pro WM, BLACKLAWs, 

THE DEE (ABERDEEN).—Good luck to the anglers well up the river, we say. 
Good luck to them, for they need it, as their sport hitherto has not been of a very 
encouraging nature. A rare season, with rare exceptions, good sport has been got 
where it was not expected ; and where it was confidently expected it has scarcely 
yet been got. On the reaches above Aboyne, the spring fishing has hardly ever 
been so unproductive ; while, in general, on the reaches below that place it has 
hardly ever been attended with such gratifying success. Anglers on the middle 
sections of the river have to thank their stars and bless the cold weather for a great 
measure of their success. With the recent frequent rises of the water the fish have 
moved away from these sections a good deal, and they are now in the farther-up 
pools. Better sport is, therefore, being got at the present time on the upper beats 
—fairly gratifying sport it is, and we heartily wish anglers a continuance of it. 
The weather is still keeping cold, but the water for some time has been in capital 
size, and of the very best colour for angling purposes. Notwithstanding the cold 
weather, anglers are using pretty small flies. About Aboyne, Ballater, and between 
these two places, the best “killers” for the past ten days have been the Peacock, 
Jockie, Sunfly, Claret Jock, Blue Charm, and Logie. Slightly shaded bodies, but 
consisting chiefly of dark green and olive, have also been used with a fair amount 
of success. Fora fly of this description the Amethyst “dings” them all. Never 
was there such a rage for “Gordons” as there has been this spring ; and though by 
many anglers a scarlet feather in the wing was made to displace the double tippet, 
the alteration, in our opinion, was more a mutilation than an improvement. Bar 
unusually dry, hard weather coming on and continuing, we think the river will 
keep in good volume for four or five weeks to come, and that, too, without much 
rain, If the weather does not get too awfully warm and bring down the river in 
flood, there is quite enough snow on the high hills to cause, by its gradual melt- 
ing, the volume of water to keep sufficiently high for angling purposes till well into 
summer, The net-fishing is being vigorously prosecuted, though with very varying 
success. Some days there are good takes of salmon in the river nets, other days 
scarcely a scale. Sea-trout are coming up well during the night, and good shots 
aregeneral. Grilse, though not plentiful yet, are increasing in number very per- 
ceptibly ; they weigh about 31b. on an average—a fairly good weight at this season. 
Messrs. Blacklaws and Son, of Kincardine O’Neil, are having an unusually busy 
time turning out rods for the “swells.” One of their “ best finish” which we saw 
ar aeet day was, without doubt, the finest got-up rod that we have ever seen, 

DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE.— Weather still very changeable, heavy showers of snow 
having fallen every day for the past week. ‘ Gentlemen on the different sections of 
the water are haying, in general, good sport; the pools are all well stocked with 
fish. Hotel water, Wednesday, 13th, Mr. W. Copland, six fish, 1031b., 931b., 91b., 8Ib., 
8lb., 7lb. ; and on Thursday, 14th, two fish, 81b., 8lb. ; on Friday, 15th, five fish, 841b., 
8lb., 8lb., 81b., 71b. ; on Saturday, 16th, two fish, 91b., 10lb. ; on Monday, 18th, three 
fish, 91b.,.91b., 131b, ; on Tuesday, 19th, four fish, 741b., 1041b., 81b., 8lb. Capt. Smith, 
on ‘Wednesday, 13th, one fish, 8lb.; on Thursday, 14th, two fish, 8lb., 91b.; on 
Friday, 15th, one fish, 94lb. ; on Saturday, 16th, two fish, 94lb., 8lb. ; and Monday, 
18th, two fish, 6lb., 71b. Monaltrie water, Mr. F. Pickop, on Wednesday, 13th, one 
grilse, 3lb. ; on Thursday, 14th, two fish, 91b., 931b. ; on Saturday, 16th, one fish, 8b. ; 
on Monday, 18th, one fish, 12lb, Dr. Ogilvie, Monaltrie, on Thursday, 14th, one 
fish, 8lb. ; and on Saturday, 16th, one fish, 73lb.; on the 19th, two fish, 841b., 8lb. 
Killing flies ; Blue Charm, Jockie, Jeanie, Logie, Clunie, Jock, Scott, Silver Grey, 
March, Brown, Yellow Eagle, Grey Heron, Hare Lug.—Guno, SMITH, Fishing Tackle 
Maker, Ballater, 








Don TroutING, &¢,—The disturbing electrical currents of the past ten days have 
greatly upset the angler’s calculations. On the Don the sport has not been nearly 
so good as was fondly anticipated. Good takes doubtless were got about Alford, and 
some about Kintore and Parkhall ; but the baskets generally were not filled as we 
should like to see them filled at this season. The largest trout, 341b., was got on 
Grandholm, A few others close up in weight were got on Fintray and Parkhill. Mr. 
George Rooper has been about the most successful angler, and his takes have been 
fairly gratifying. The catches attached to the Haughton Arms, Alford, and the 
Forbes Arms, Alford, are just now giving fine sport ; but with milder weather the 
sport would get still better. There has not, though occasional capital takes have 
been got, been a great deal done on the Don (open) at Inverurie. How is it that 
though thousands and thousands of salmon have sought up the Don this spring, not 
a ‘single fresh-run fish has been caught aVove the Muggiemoss dykes? ‘There are 
lots of. Mauch ” hunters on the Don as well as on the Dee, and they are still getting 
as'much sport as enables them to find the wherewithal to keep themselves jolly, 


we W, My. 


DUMFRIESHIRE.—Very little has been done on the Nith this week, although a 
large number of anglers have been out to try their luck. On Tuesday Dr. John 
Cunningham put into the water, near the town, some hundreds of Lochlevyen trout, 
presented to the Dumfries Angling Association by Mr. Armistead, who has a hatchery 
near New Abbey. The result of the experiment will be awaited with a good deal of 
interest ; and if any appreciable advantage accrue, there is no doubt it. will be 
repeated on a scale of much greater magnitude, as has been done in other places. 
In the Annan some good sport has been had both in the upper and lower parts of 
the stream, and strangers might do worse than spend a few days upon the banks of 
this favourite river. No reports of note have reached me yet from Upper Nithsdale ; 
but I have it second-hand that some gentlemen from Edinburgh and Glasgow have 
been in the neighbourhood, and have done well, From the adjoining county 


.(Kirkeudbright) I hear that a sea-trout was taken in the Urr on Saturday, the first 


fish of the season. It will be seen that the river is one of the latest in Scotland. 
An angler writes me that “occasional trout-fishing is carried on in the Urr and 
tributaries, but the killing of higher game seems yet to be a pleasure of the future.” 
—W. B. 





Locu LEvEN.—You will be pleased to hear that Dr. Brunton, your esteemed corre- 
spondent, has taken the prize at the National competition. It was the most dis- 
agreeable day that ever I experienced on Loch Leven, a perfect downpour of rain all 
day and high wind, which was very much against good baskets. The following were 
the successful competitors :—1 (with twelve), Dr. Brunton, London ; 2, Mr. Dunlop ; 
3, Mr. R. M. Cairns; 4, D. G. Steel ; 5, P. D. Malloch; 6, Gregor M‘Gregor. There 
was alsoa prize for the heaviest trout, which weighed 2}1b., and was gained by Mr. 
Allum. The following are the names of the clubs and their representatives :—Blair- 
gowrie, William Dixon, three trout, 3lb. 20z.; Edinburgh Amateur, J. G. Mason, 
three trout, 2lb. 330z.; Callander, Mr. Slight, six trout, 41b. 20z.; Manchester, Rev. 
C. P. Roberts, six trout, 3lb. loz. ; Newark and Muskham, Henry Norledge, seven 
trout, 3lb. 80z.; Trout Preservation Association, Joseph Henderson, four trout, 
2lb. 50z. ; Bridge of Allan, Allum, two trout, 2lb. l4oz.; Edinburgh Breadalbane, 
Thomas Robertson ; Clackmannanshire, John Hunter, one trout, 11b. 40z. ; Stirling, 
John Melvin, one trout, 1lb. ; Dunfermline, James Fortune, seven trout, 41b. loz. ; 
Walton, Edinburgh, J. M‘Ritchie, five trout, 3lb. 40z.; Dundee Walton, David Crowe, 
0; Dundee West End, Robert Gow, one trout, 1lb, ; Buckland, James Dunlop, twelve 
trout, 6lb. 1502. ; Gresham Angling Society, Dr. Brunton, fourteen trout, 101b. 10oz. ; 
Glasgow Wanderers, Thomas Anderson, seven trout, 41b. 30z.; West of Scotland, 
James Wilson, four trout, 21b. 1230z. ; Dalkeith, J. B. Duncan, four trout, 31b. 6oz. ; 
Ellem, D. G. Steel, seven trout, 61b. 530z. ; Perth, P. D. Malloch, eight trout, 6lb. 5oz.; 
George Rollo, two trout, 1lb. ; St. Mungo, R. M. Cairns, seven trout, 6lb. 740z.; W. 
B. Thomson, five trout, 3lb. 150z.; D. B. Macgregor, one trout, 1lb.; Perthshire, R. 
B. Smith, one trout, 1lb ; Allanton, Geo. Richardson, jun.; three trout, 2lb. 6o0z. ; St. 
Andrew’s (Hdinburgh), Gibson, four trout, 3lb. 100z. ; Kinross-shire, Geo. Bogle, five 
trout, 3lb. 40z. ; Edinburgh, Thos. Aitken, three trout, 2lb. loz.; Geo. Sellar, five 
trout, 3lb. 140z. ; Waverley (Edinburgh), Gregor Macgregor, seven trout, 6lb. 430z.; 
Rowbank, Robert Paterson, two trout, 1lb. 80z.; Dundee, David Ireland, nine trout, 
6lb. 140z. ; Kelso, Dr. Mackenzie, three trout, 2lb. 20z.; Lochlomond Angling Im- 
provement Association, Wm. R. Buchanan, three trout, 11b. 150z,—total, one hundred 
and fifty-nine trout, 118lb. 10302, 


TWEED AND Tiv10T.—The partisans of Izaak Walton have not had a very bright 
time of it during the past ten days, and only the most keen and ardent lover of the 
rod and line has had anything to brag about in the way of takes since Thursday 
week. The elements have been decidedly averse to good salmon fishing, and although 
a few baskets of trout have been killed, these have neither been numerous nor heayy. 
The only casts that have been productive of the “ king of fresh-water fish,’ have 
been those on the Hendersyde water, where, on Thursday last, Mr. Jas. Kerss had 
one salmon of 91b. weight, and on the following day he succeeded in killing two 
fish, one being 91b., and the other 101b. ; while a good fish of some 91b. also fell to 
his rod on Saturday. Since then, however, no more salmon have been got, but a 
flood of 2ft. in the river to-day should make both trout and salmon angling a great 
deal better than it has been of late. On the Whitadder, anglers have had a good 
time of it, and some baskets of from 81b., 6lb., and 5lb., of trout have been got in 
the Hutton district. In the Berwick district of the Tweed salmon have been got 
with the rod from 12lb. up to 15lb. The Tweed net-fishing at Berwick is pretty 
fair, with excellent prospects as regards trout in the river, and good appearance of 
salmon on the sea coast. Last week two salmon were got which weijhed 42lb. and 
36lb. Prices just now are: salmon, ls, 9d. per 1b. ; trout, 1s. 6d, per lb.—TWEED- 
SIDE, Kelso. 


TAY (PERTH).—There has been little improvement in the weather since last week ; 
a few good baskets of trout have been caught, but, as a rule, most of them have been 
light. Yesterday we had a continuous rain, which has brought down all the rivers 
in flood. Some large baskets have been taken with bait to-day. Good sport may be 
expected after this. The wind has gone round to the south, and it is much milder. 
Mr. Glanville, fishing the Stobhall water for the last few days, got seven salmon, one 
a beauty of 401b.; Mr. McIntosh, Dalguise, six fish ; Mr. Murray, one ; the Dercu- 
lich keeper, one, Pitcastle: The keeper, one; Mr. Pople, two, 141b. and 21lb. Der- 
culich : The keeper, one, 15lb. The first grilse of the season was taken in Mr. 
Speedie’s nets last week, and weighed 2$lb. The Tummel : Mr. C.L. Wood has been 
enjoying splendid sport, killing twelve salmon, 12lb., 91b., 8lb., 25lb., 12lb., 18Ib., 
12lb., 1131b., 101b., 141b., 111b., and 14lb. Mr. Butler, yesterday, three salmon; Mr. 
Cowper, one, 141b. Loch Lagan : Mr. R. H. Dunn, of Earlston, three Salmo feroz, 
6lb., 41b., and 121b, ; the latter took half an hour to land, 





PERCH CULTURE AT KINGSTON. 


Ir is a matter of wonder, and perhaps of regret, so few of the Thames Anglers 
residing on the banks of the river do not generally interest themselves in personally 
co-operating with the Thames Angling Preservation Society and its energetic presi- 
dent in the interesting work of fish culture. Mr. James Forbes, of Chertsey Bridge, 
has devoted himself to the work for years, and that at great personal cost to him- 
self ; but it is not everyone that could doit to the extent he hasdone. There are 
lesser means of doing it, but with considerable benefit to the river. Asan instance 
of what can be done individually, reference may be made to the recent operations of 
perch culture at Kingston by Mr. Alfred Nuthall, the ex-Mayor of that place. He 
is possessed of one of Lund’s boxes, which he has improved by introducing a coating 
of perforated zinc round the outside, and inserting an inner compartment constructed 
of fine perforated zinc, so as to resist the action of a wash and the pressure of a 
strong current. In this box he inserted a quantity of perch ova, which had been 
collected from the Thames by head riyer-keeper Alfred Thompson about the middle 
of April, and in a week or two all was successfully vivified, the youngsters soon 
becoming strong and healthy, and the stripes on the sides being clearly traceable. 
They were allowed to remain ior a couple of weeks, when, on the recommendation 
of Mr. R. B. Marston, were turned into the river, where it is hoped they will in time 
give sport to the anglers, who will doubtless remember the efforts of Mr. Alfred 
Nuthall to increase the stock of one of the most valuable and sportive species of fish 
which, from some cause or other, of late years has sadly degenerated in the river. 
It is too, late this season to assist as Mr. Nuthall has so successfully done ; but 
another year let others follow his good example, and they will derive the same pleasure 
which it has substantially given to him. Then, with the larger work which Mr. 
Spreckley is doing at Sunbury with the salmon and trout, as liberally supplied by 
the National Fish Oulture Association, and an enlarged co-operation with the 
coarser fish, the Thames will become a fishery unequalled in the world, B, 
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_.vyentors of Steeled 
Rods, &c., &c. 


Send for Samples. 





Without this Mark no 
Metal Centred Rodsor 
Lines are genuine. 


Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 


6-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





Pe pases 
dit Or x Jos) 
SS As & 


London, 1883. 


the following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
alae Oo RE not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


ON, Editor of the FisHinc GAzerTTE, sends (under date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“TI have used the New AcmE 
x rupee ae: ” Raaotinn Ganered for trout fishing) last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


You HAVE GOT HOLD oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FoR 1T.—I am, yours faithfully, 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


Mr, WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Wield) says :—“ Your Acme ‘ Improved’ line is 80 GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No, 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 


PINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. 


Iam recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing,” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT ” ON LABEL. 


Manufactured by D. and W. 4H. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. ° 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 





SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FA Rak OW" So Gar 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 











New Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
“Winch Box 









(Can be regulated to any 


FOR HOLDING 


















stiffness at will), i. BYES (nae 
7 HAMM MNMATAAKRURAIGHAD) FLIES & CASTS. 
Improved AHMAR a 
Folding P= @pss c= The" PERFECT 
Trout Ss Double Taper 







Solid Plaited 


Landing Silk Trout Fly 


Nets 
(Very Light), 


The “DESIDERATUM” 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. 





PRIZE MEDALS. 


TELEPHONE No. 


2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


tegd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’'S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
————— 5 —== = = — fy = ——EEe———— 
; PRICE ONE GUINEA. ies 
“An excellent fly-rod."—FIsHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





















































N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 
$Y 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

_ ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 0’clock, Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
otrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
ioe ae 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, Is. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d, 
___ A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


ee ee 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the ae Turned Stock of ASH, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c. 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H, CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A, 








J: WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—tThe Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finisheda light bronze 
colour, which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 


tempered. (PAT ENT WN O. 15,730) 


Warner's “Crizginal” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market. , 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelton's, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSH, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Byed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ” Eyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks, 

Improved Waterproof Braided S:lk Linss, prepared by a new process and with a new pre= 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Serew-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “Patent” Regulating Reels—* Strike-from-the-Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ringand wet, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. ; 

4 cptented ” Spring Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
fastening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. ‘ 

Warner's “Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish. 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat Kasket.—‘ The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (‘ Patented’’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
THE HOOK OF THE FUTURE. 








> 








LONG- MAYS 


LONG 





The above SNHOKEY LIMERICK BEND EYED -HOOKS—originally made and perfected by us in 
conjunction with the suggestions of many eminent Anglers—have attained a wide and well-merited 


We gavethem the distinctive name of “ Hall’s Eyed Trout Fly Hooks,” under which 


reputation. J out Ply 1 
Against all imitations we wish to oaution 


name they.are now being largely imitated by other makers. 


the Trade and Anglers generally. 
LATEST NOVELTY. 


GUT LOOPS SUPERSEDED BY HUTCHINSON & SON’S 


TAPER-EYED DOUBLE SALMON FLY HOOKS. 


Limerick Bend. Easily mounted. Neat and secure. Can be had from most Tackle Dealers, 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


HUTCHINSON & SON, KENDAL. 
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May 23, 1885.] 
RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ie Putney. 
2 FA ae Fre 
-, arnes, 
Add 55 * Kew. 
75 if Richmond. 
80 " Twickenham, 
85 " Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For TIMES oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, May 23. ... yale 9.48 
WHit SUNDAY, re yg RR 10.22 10.56 
Wuit Monpay, ye OMe se S50 11.28 a0 11.57 
WHIT TUESDAY, rae Ais mal ae AE 12.0 ate ate 12,22 
Wednesday, ree ee i 1245 FT, 1.7 

Thursday, FA mi dekem scab Sor 1.29 1.50 
Friday, bee nee 00 2.8 2.26 


ts River Reporters who_want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTH, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
SS SE SS SS A A ER ST 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


There is not much to report this week of trout-catching, and the fishermen state 
it is the fault of the anglers, as they do not come and try for them. There is an 
abundance of trout in the river, and one of the fishermen, writing, says :_“‘ It is very 
disheartening to see so many good fish feeding and not to have a customer to catch 
them.” At Teddington Weir, Mr. H. W. Davis, a member of the T.A.P.S., fishing 
with Benjamin Stevens, has taken a nice trout of 441b. Mr, Wild, a member of the 
T. A. P.§., fishing with Thomas Wheeler at the back bay of Moulsey Weir, gota 
good fish of 731b. Mr. Edward Larkyn,a member of the T.A.P.S., has succeeded 
in getting another fine fish of 841b. at Sunbury ; this makes eight fish he has got 
there thisseason. A gentleman from Sunbury Cottage, fishing with Alfred Stroud, 
caught a nice fish of 54lb. A gentleman, fishing with George Rosewell at Shepperton 
Weir, has taken a trout of 441b, The young fry in the rearing stream at Sunbury 
Lock have been making satisfactory progress in their new home, and have increased 
considerably in size. On Saturday afternoon last the Conservators, on going down 
the river, got out of their launch at Sunbury Lock to see the youngsters, which 
afforded them some pleasure ; and on pointing out some desirable alterations and 
enlargements, the Board has since intimated, through their excellent secretary, their 
ready desire to do all that is required. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Wind, weather, and all other cosmic vicissitudes, has been against trout work for 
the past week ; but, nevertheless, many braves have been out and been rewarded 
with commensurate sport for their pluck. At Abingdon and Shillingford three or 
four decent fish have been killed, also at Maple Durham, Sonning, and Wargrave. 
From Henley a valued correspondent tells me that the Marsh Lock waters have 
yielded up well, Messrs. Barton and Graham getting trout going 44lb. and 5lb. 
respectively, and the Hambledon waters have returned thirteen takeable fish, the 
last being had by Messrs, Barnett, Steel, C. D. Johnson,’ and Askew, the latter 
gentleman’s fish going 3lb., 331b., and 531b. The Medmenham and Hurley waters 
have been very quiet during the present week, but Iam sure many a beauty resides 
below the “ Lion’s Den” at Hurley, and only requires courting “ deedily” (as they 
locally say) to get fairly landed on the hook. Marlow waters have shown up three 
or four takeable fish, but many small fry have had to be returned. Cookham and 
_ Maidenhead waters have been somewhat neglected this last week, but at Windsor 
' some five or six trout have been had, and heaps of others spotted. I say the follow- 
ing adyvisedly, and would not knowingly lead a brother angler astray—the Thames 
just now from Caversham to Windsor is alive with trout. Thursday evening.— 

ind due South, weather somewhat showery, and unsettled ; water in prime colour 
and temperature for trout.—_Mar Low Buzz. 


Thames (Windsor). 


The month of May, which, as a rule,is the best of the season, has turned out 
badly for Thames trouting ; and those gentlemen who were out Sunday last certainly 
deserved the fish they took, considering the amount of discomfort caused by the 
heavy showers which fell in the Thames Valley. The gentlemen who were successful 
on that day were Mr. Taylor, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Grey, one, 
5i1b. ; Mr. Woodall, of the Friendly Anglers, out with James Gray, one, 441b. ; Mr. 
Clarbour, one, 3lb., taken with fly. This latter fish was a picture, and the best of 
the trio. At Albert-bridge Mr. W. Pritchard took a very game fish, going 5lb.; and 
at Boveney, Mr, Paice, of Eton, has had one, 3lb. Mr. H. Styan, of Windsor, 16th 
inst., in the Windsor Lock Cut, immediately in front of the top gates, about 50 
yards from the lock-keeper’s house, took one of 63lb. This eccentric fish had been 
known to the lock-keeper for some time, and certainly was in the last place one would 
select on the Thames, or any other river, for a trout.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


FA change for the worse has again taken place, and but few flies are hatching. The 
Hawthorn fly is out in goodly numbers during sunshine, but I never fished much 
with it. Black Gnats are unusually late this year ;I have not yetiseenone. Dr. 
Bowstead caught a brace of trout in the Nettleton Beck on Tuesday last, and the 
big trout at Riverhead has again been hooked, but this time it smashed a rod and 
broke away with the hook. Perch still continue to be caught at Croxby Pond with 
the fly, a good Red Double Palmer doing the most execution —THos. Forp, 


The Dove. 


There has not been a great deal of improvement in trout fishing since I last com- 
municated. The river is in splendid order, but the weather has been raw and 
variable, and the fish have shown a disinclination to rise, except in the middle of 
the day when the sun has been at its highest power. The dishes have averaged 
perhaps 3 or 4 brace per rod—this on the public waters; on the private lengths 
rather more. As last week. the spinning baits have been killing bigger trout than 
the fly, andalmost as many. The present state of the weather and water is very 
suitable for minnow spinning, and the remark applies to the main river, as well as 
the brookside—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 

Yesterday we had a heavy downpour of rain, which has made everything look 
fresh, and brought warmness, which was much wanted. The river is in capital 
order, and some fine baskets of trout have been taken, Mr. E} Webster having killed 
eighteen on Monday, and two or three other gentlemen, whose names I did not hear 
at the time, have had successful baskets. I was told yesterday, by a well-known 
angler, that the best fishing has to come on yet, the weather having been so cold 
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these last few weeks, being more like January th M i i 

s ; : y an May. The Whitsuntid 
holidays coming on. there is expected to be a great influx of visitors, and the ave? 
being in capital order, I hope to have an excellent report next week—SKIDDAW, 


Eden (Carlisle). 


Trout-fishing has been better during the last few da 8, and some 

have been made. Mr. R. H. Horrocks killed 12lb. on Triday in Banton Wood ken 
W. Routledge 121b. on Monday at Armathwaite, and Mr. David Ainslie 15lb. the 
same day in the Angling Association water. Other anglers have had from 6lb. to 
10lb. There was a good run of salmon at the end of last week, many of which 
escaped the nets during the close time. They are to be seen in almost every pool. 
Mr. Pickering, of Cote Hill, landed a couple, and Stevenson, one of the Corby 
keepers, three nice fish on Monday. Mr. James Steele had a good tussle for twenty 
minutes with a big fish on the same day, but they parted company just as he was 
beginning to show wrong side up. With warmer weather trout will very soon begin 
to rise in the evenings.—SILVER GREY. - 


Esk (Whitby). 


There was a decided improvement in angling during last week, and many of the 
local piscators availed themselves of the altered conditions. On the 12th inst. Blue 
Duns made their appearance on the river, and some nice trout were got by the 
watchful anglers during the rise. Wednesday was a fine day, and at Egten Bridge 
Mr. F. W. Donkin got seven good trout. Mr. R. Calvert got five nice fish near 
Sleight’s, and at the same spot a visitor made a capital basket, though I have not 
heard the actual number of fish. Mr. Love and one or two others also got some 
good fish. On Thursday cold, stormy weather came on, and since then the river has 
been unfishable. Salmon ought to make their appearance in the river very soon, 
and piscators will be glad to hear that Mr. Langdale has got some excellent salmon 
flies. They are from patterns given him by an angler who has had many years’ 
experience on the river. Last Monday Mr. Donkin, while fishing at Littlebeck, 
made a basket of twenty trout, most of them taken on the Cow-dung Fly.—J. J. J. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing. The weather this week has been very unsettled ; still, those fishing 
from the boats have had some nice catches of codlin, pout, and eels. Rod and line 
fishers report the fishing from the pier-head and jetty very slack, only a few small 
pout being caught for the week. Some fine fish have been brought up from the bay. 
Weather at present stormy,—E. CoMER. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams still keep in capital fishing condition. Some sharp showers of 
rain have visited this part this week, but have made but little difference to the 
state of either stream. ‘There is now a nice flush of water going down them, and it 
has greatly improved the water for fishing. The fish have been sporting well, 
though the weather has been cold part of the day, and some very nasty winds blow- 
ing ; but the anglers who have been out have met with a fair amount of sport, and 
some good fish have been landed. The best flies at present are the Governor, Blue 
Dun, Yellow Dun, Golden Bodied Blue, and Coachman. Some good fish have been 
caught with the worm. A gentleman tried the Lugg on Friday, and, with the 
Governor, took a fine lot of trout. In the Arrow, near Stanton, a gentleman visit- 
ing this part tried the Blue Dun and Yellow Dun, and took four capital trout 
averaging 100z, each. On Saturday a gentleman was fishing near Aymestry, and he 
took a fine lot of fish with the Coachman and Gold Bodied Blue. Two gentlemen 
tried the Arrow, one with the fly, and other with the worm; the one with the fly 
took a nice lot of trout, and the one with the worm took a few good fish. A gentle- 
man tried the Lugg, near Kingslandon Monday, and caught three nice trout with 
the worm. Fishing in the Arrow, near Kardisland, acapital lot of fish were taken 
with the fly, averaging 3lb. each. A few fish taken in Ivington. A few trout 
landed near Ford’s Bridge with Governor. The Pinsley is in good fishing order ; 
a few very nice trout landed with the fly on Monday.—GwyYNNE. 


Medway (Tunbridge), 

In the upper parts of the river the bream and roach have deposited their spawn ; 
but in the river reaches the cold weather has somewhat retarded this very necessary 
operation. On Tuesday evening, at the meeting of the Fish Preservation Society, it 
was decided to recommend a by-law to the annual meeting that in future no person 
should be allowed to fish even on the towing-path without a ticket, and that a small 
charge should be made to Londoners and those from a distance, though local anglers 
not able to pay for a ticket will, if the committee think the case a deserving one, 
have a gratuitous ticket given to them, The editorial note in the FISHING GAZETTE 
was thoroughly approved ; and it is a fact that the whole of the money raised is 
used to pay a keeper, and to improve the fishing of the river—YrE MEDWAY 
WATER RAT. 

Pickering (Yorkshire). 


The weather has been cold, stormy, and ungenial ; bad and fluky rises of fly, and 
a notable scarcity of March Browns. The Needle Brown and Blue Dun have been 
far the most taking flies about here, especially the latter. Many complaints are 
heard of the poor condition of trout in some streams, lowness of water for a long 
period : absence of freshets, and scarcity of fly-life will account forit. Baskets, as 
a rule, have been light ; sometimes empty, rarely well filled. The May Fly is well 
advanced on one water ; but on most it will be a week or more yet before it is seen 
in any quantity. When fishing Levisham Beck, don’t waik on snakes or into man 
traps.—NortTH EAST, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The weather has during the last week been much more fayourable than previously, 
and anglers have been out in greater numbers. Several good salmon have, during 
the week, been taken. Messrs. Kempster and Perrot, of Llansaintffraid, were fishing 
in the Verniew last Thursday, when they caught two fish of 14lb. and 211b. respect- 
ively ; but I am sorry to hear that one of them was diseased. James Hyans, of 
Llandrino, was also fortunate enough to kill three, weighing 11]b., 241b., and 25lb., 
which were sent to Messrs. Hammond’s, of Castle-street. Messrs. Morris and Ellis 
had a good day’s sport in the Verniew, each taking a good basket of trout and rough 
fish. The close season does not apply to rough fish (except grayling) in the Verniew, 
and the Severn Board of Conservators grant permission to those “trout licence 
holders ” who make application to retain any freshwater fish they may take. This 
accounts for my reports of rough fish being taken during the ordinary close season. 
Mr. Ellis has been very successful during the week. He never leaves home until six 
o’clock in the evening, and he has, since my last report, taken, among others, the 
following trout :—On Monday evening one fine trout, weighing 1lb. 80z. On Tues- 
day, three trout, 2lb. loz. Mr. Alfred Ellis, son of the above, 36 dace on Tuesday, 
weighing over 141b. Messrs. Hammond’s, of Castle-street, received from Edwards, of 
Shrawardine, a very nice salmon of 91b. Mr. Williams, fishing in the Cound Brook 
on Thursday last, took fourteen good trout. Rain fell during Tuesday night and on 
Wednesday. The river is now rising, and is Sin. higher than yesterday. The worm 
and minow will be found the best baits for the next few days.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Taw (North Devon.) 
Water risen ; fishing likely to be good for a few days, Salmon running up the 
rivers. Trout have risen well lately, and no doubt good sport awaits the 
Whitsuntide fishermen.—Rusty GAME, 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme and all thetributaries still continue in good order for either top or bottom 
angling ; but the weather has been not over-tempting owing to the cold and wet, 
which have prevailed to a considerable extent since last report. The fish, as a rule, 
have been very quiet in the Teme. The flies that are doing the most execution at 
present are the Blue-Winged Coachman, the Blue Dun, the Yellow Dun, the 
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Hawthorn Fly, and the Gold-Bodied Blue. The Governor is also a good killing fly. 
But: while the weather, is so cold few flies come on the water. Down the Teme, 
below. Saltmoor, on Monday,.a gentleman from Worcester caught six and a half 
brace with the Governor ; another gent. lower down, near Ashford, landed three and 
a half brace with the Hawthorn. Two gentlemen from near Stourbridge visited the 
Park Waters on Monday, and had fair sport. On Tuesday they again visited the 
waters, and, caught over ten brace between. them, though rain fell part of the day. 
Another gentleman from Ludlow visited the waters above the park yesterday, and 
managed to land fourteen grand trout; he used the Blue-Winged Coachman and 
Blue Dunn; the fish rose well while the sun was,out. Up the Oney some fair 
sized trout, weighing nearly 3lb. each, have.been caught this week with the Yellow 
Dunn, which appears, from what I hear, to be about the best killer on the waters 
of the Oney. The trout have been sporting freely in the waters of the Plowden 
Association, On Thursday, Mr. Crawford Clarke was very successful ; he landed 
fourteen brace of nice traut. The same day another gentleman secured four and a 
half brace also. On Friday, seven brace fell to another rod. Six brace caught up 
the Corve yesterday with the maggot.—S. LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


Rain has fallen heavily in this district, but has made scarcely any difference to the 
state of the water, which still keeps clear anda nice height, and in capital fishing 
condition. There has been some very changeable weather. One part of the day the 
sun has been shining brightly, and the other part there has been a nasty cold wind 
blowing. During the warmest part of the day the anglers haye visited. the water 
freely, and some very good lots of fish have been landed, The best flies used on the 
water at present are the Blue Dun, Yellow Dun, Golden-bodied Blue, Governor, Blue- 
winged Coachman, and Hawthorn. Several gentlemen have used the worm, and 
have landed some fine trout. A gentleman on Friday tried the water near Corn 
Brook, and took a very nice lot of trout with the red worm. In the water near the 
bridge a capital dish of fish were taken with the Blue Dun and Goyernor. Fishing 
on Saturday morning, a gentleman, near Little Hereford, took a nice lot of trout, 
averaging half a pound each, with .the Hawthorn and Golden-bodied Blue. The 
water near Rochford was tried, and a gentleman took some very nice fish with the 
Yellow Dun and Coachman. On Monday two gentlemen visited the water with the 
worm; ‘but. only took three trout between the two. A few very good trout were 
landed in the water near Berrington. with the Governor, A few capital trout were 
caught on Tuesday by a gentleman in the Hastham district with the worm. The 
Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are in good order for angling. There has been but little 
done this week.— WORCESTER. 

Torridge (Torrington). 

We have had plenty of rain lately ; this will keep the river in good order for 
fishing, Eight salmon were taken last week in this neighbourhood, and two this 
week, one of them 20lb. Weather cold; hail has been falling to-day PRACTICAL 
ANGLER. 

Usk. 


The recent inclement weather has much interfered with sport this week, few 
venturing out, only to return, drenching rains and high winds prevailing. The 
river this day is in prime order, and likely to continue. Weather tolerably fine. 
We expect a good result to-night of the day's sport. The hotels and private lodgings 
are filling up rapidly. The following gentlemen have taken fish this week :—Mr. 
Humphreys, Major Lane, General Mignon Waldgrave, Hon. Mr. Coles being excep- 
tionally fortunate in successfully landing several fish of good weights and in top 
condition.. Prospects for coming week unusually good ; in fact, up to now, this has 
been the best season known for years.—ROLAND, May 21. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Yesterday (Wednesday) was a thorough wet, dull day all through Derbyshire, 
which was the cause of discolouring both the Wye and Derwent nicely, which was 
just: what was wanted, and the bottom fishers on various parts of the Derwent have 
killed a lot of trout, most of them running of a good size. Young Buckley, of 
Matlock Town, killed a well-fed trout of over 2lb., with ant eggs for bait; and 
one of our local fishermen here killed eight trout that weighed 63lb. the lot, 
besides:'@ lot more ground fish, all being killed in unpreserved water, near to Mat- 
lock Bridge,-. There have also been some good catches had to-day (Thursday) on the 
club waters with both ant eggs and worms. Sport with the fly, both on the Wye 
and Derwent, has been very fair, and decent creels have been made, especially by 
the local hands, and those that know the river and have had the proper flies to kill 
fish with. The old Claret Bumble, Yellows, Ash Dun, Second Brown, 
Furnace, and Sand flies have all Killed fish, JI am very pleased to 
say that F. Higginbottom, Esq., of Wittington, near Manchester, has 
just made a most handsome present of £30 to the new Matlock Bath 
Angling Association Club. I hope and trust that some other gentlemen in this district 
will follow thie good example. I can only say that Mr. Higginbottom has 
behaved in the most handsome manner towards this fishing club, for during his 
long stay here in Matlock all through the winter months, he used to take 2s, day 
tickets only (without number) on purpose to assist in clearing the river of pike. 
Many, scores of days he has never seen a pike, then again, the reverse, he has had a 
little sport, but his ambition has always been for the welfare of the Matlock Angling 
Association Club. The club has just lent Mr. Higginbottom a fishing ticket, to fish 
the water wherever he pleases “ free”—nothing but right, too. I hear of a lot of eels 
being killed on the Derwent lately below Darley Bridge on night lines, some of them 
of large size. Sport on the grounds has been’ first-class lately, with both 
fly, trolling, and bottom fishing; and heavy baskets’ have been» made, 
I saw a large trout of Ilb. Yoz. last night that had been killed with 
bottom fishing. There is every appearance of the’ Whitsuntide holiday piscators 
having a first-class time of it during next week.. I am sorry to say that the 
“fungus disease” on the higher lengths of the Wye is very bad, hundreds of fish 
having already died, both trout and grayling, Our Nottingham hero, Mr. D. P. 
Pearson, to whom the Darley Dale Fishing Club refused to grant a member’s ticket 
this year, has just taken some more of the Darley Dale Club water between Rousley 
and Darley Bridge, and he has had lots more offered to him, The club ison its last 
Jegs—that is my opinion.—_GEORGE JAMES HATON. 


ce OA 


4 “THE UNIVERSAL ANGLER.” 


[A few days since, as some gentlemen were trout fishing at Teddington, and having 
with them a companion of the fair sex, a trout of 441b. leaped out of the Thames on to 
oad oP of the lady, who retained possession of her prize—Newspaper Paragraph,— 
Unhappy trout ! To woman’s wiles 

And “ taking ways a stranger ! 
oh aie ol: You little knew in beauty’s smiles 
ee How great may be the danger! 
Not tempting worm, not gaudy fly, 
> Could to destruction lure you; 
With paste or gentle,you’d defy 
The angler to secure you. 


His. arts you know, jis hooks you detect, 
However nicely baited. 

Could you in woman’s charms suspect 
Worse perils you awaited ? 

Alike. our fate—or man or trout— 
She smiles on us so sweetly, 

‘We never know what she’s about 
Till we are hooked completely | 





STANDARD COLOURS FOR SALMON FLIES. 


AS previously notified, Mr. Kelson, on Thursday last, exhibited his 
proposed colours and shades of colours at the Fly-Fishers’ Club. 
Among the gentlemen who called to inspect them were several well- 
known salmon anglers, and we are glad to say that they were unani- 
mous in their approval of the colours, and expressed their conviction 
of the immense value such a standard would prove to salmon 
anglers. Trout anglers cannot fail to benefit by the new arrange- 
ment. For instance, in the colours of silks at present it is almost 
impossible to know what shade is meant unless you see it. In 
future we hope it will be only necessary to indicate one of Mr. Kel- 
son’s shades, and then all anglers who have his standard will be cer- 
tain they can match it exactly. 





REMINISCENCES OF THE NADDER AND WYLYE. 

THERE are some enormous fish in Lord P 3 water ; but the pike not being 
properly kept down, when you get into a trout it is usually a good one. The 
fishing there used to improve as the season went on, it being no good in the 
first two months. One calm, beautiful evening, after a scorching July day, 
some three years ago, I took my accustomed stroll up the riverside, and getting 
to a favourite pool, I commenced operations. The river divides in two streams 
just above, and joins in a big pool, shallow on one side, and deeper and 
rippling over some stones on the other. I got under some bushes in a very 
awkward though commanding station. Casting over the shoulder being impos- 
sible, I had to switch my flies out “underhand.” Nothing seemed to be rising, 
and as the sun was getting very low, and the right time was coming, I changed 
my fly for a peculiar Cowdung sold in Salisbury, and which I had found very 
useful on similar hot, still evenings. I found the time was come, for a splash 
and a flop told me that the big ones had condescended to move. Splash—flop ! 
Again splash—flop! How my heart beats, and every nerve tingles with excite- 
ment! I think I can reach,him, No, try again. I must allow for the current, 
and hope it will take my fly to the fish, as it is impossible to cast it near him. 
Splash—flop ! and simultaneously I feel a tug at my line, and.a rush down and 
across the stream. Then splash again, as he performs a pas seul in the air, I 
am afraid of my line, if this kind of thing goes on. More frantic rushes, and 
more somersaults. é 





This is the heaviest fish I have hooked for some time, as 
the top of my bending rod testrfies. I shall never land him. What with my light, 
whippy rod, never meant for killing heavy fish, the overhanging bushes, and the 
tremendous current, I am quite at the fish’s mercy, instead of heat mine, Now he 
takes to going up stream in the shallows of the other side, and my friend, who 
is wading these, tries to net him. He just catches a sight of the fish, which he 
pronounces to be a grayling 5lb, or 61b. Alas! for the unlucky swoop of the 
landing-net and my friend’s bare legs, which alone are enough to frighten any 
respectable fish ; off he goes down stream with express speed and breaks my 
line like a piece of thread. I sit down and tear my hair metaphorically ; but 
after a few draws of a pipe, I come to the conclusion that if I haven’t basketed 
the fish, I have had a good ten minutes’ sport with him, So ruefully I repair 
damages, and reflect that there is 1s, 6d. worth of tackle gone inalump. By 
the time I am ready to start again the moon is out ; but it is as yet quite light. 
The fish are still rising, so here goes ; and, as it often happens, at the first cast 
I hook what appears to be a good fish, at any rate. A strong rush is felt down 
stream and a sudden stoppage, and I feel I am fast in something which none of 
my efforts seem able to dislodge. Gentle persuasion is of no use, and stones are 
of no avail. 
fish sulks at the bottom without moving is poor fun, D , who is wading au 
naturel on the other side, volunteers to come to my assistance. He puts on 
his boots, walks about 300 yards down stream, over a bridge, and then has to 
fight his way through a thick plantation, another 200 yards back, to where Iam 
still holding on. All this takes time, as you may imagine. I am beginning to 
feel disgusted over the whole affair. After a council of war, we decide on the 
rash expedient of lifting the rod high over the bushesinto clear ground, which is 
successfully done ; then D kindly takes off his boots again, and landing-net 
in hand and trowsers tucked up to knee goes into the water and putsa gentle 
strain on the line. I reel up as short as possible, and. with beating 
heart await the result. Iam afraid we shall lose the fish ; but D—— finds the 
water too deep to get anywhere near, and can do nothing. Inever can imagine 
how I canhave had the cheek to doit, but suggest he shall take off his trowsers so 
as to wade deeper! The good-natured fellow did so, and, to his credit be it said, 
went once more into the cold water after nine at night in the causeof friendship, 
Warily yet firmly does he pull my line towards him, and after a heartrendisg 
strain on his wrist, the fish’s jaw, and my nerves, he frees the line. I fedla 
kind of kicking sensation at the end, informing me that. the fish was stiil on. 
But, thanks to my limp rod, before I could pull him away from the daigerous 
spot, he darts straight back and fixes himself in the same spot roand what 
appears to be a submerged stump or a stone, and which is evidently his home, 
Again and again does D pull at the line, and with like result—it is a wonder 
something does not give way ; but the fifth time Master Trout is pulled from his 
harbour of refuge. He isso exhausted that the current takes him down stream, 
and we both think he is off ; but no. At last he comes to the net, and to my 
disappointment I find he is only 1lb., and on looking at the time we find it is 
10.15, so that we have been one hour and three-quarters in landing one fish. 
Congratulating ourselves on the strength of the tackle, our own perseverance, 
and rejoicing in the possession of the fish, we walk home, I firmly resolving to 
buy a more suitable and stiffer rod ‘with which I may have more command over 
my fish, though perhaps not so good for fancy casting ; but the man who can 
cast the farthest and prettiest is not always the man who can show the biggest 
basket at the end of a day, and I also register a vow that, however tired I may 
be after a day’s fishing, I will not go to bed without winding my line round 
a chair to dry, whether it is waterproof or not. Eperientia docet. or 
For all brook fishing, I believe ina short, stiff rod, and see what advantages 
it possesses on a windy day. What is the good of a, whippy rod,with the wind 
dead in your teeth ? “ A YounG Hann, 
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Gop Fish : A Hint 10 THOSE WHO WOULD BREED THEM.—In the manufacturing 
districts (says Dr. Hodgkin), where there is an inadequate supply of cold water for 
the condensation ef the steam-employed in the engines, recourse is had to what are 
called engine-dams or ponds, into which the water from the steam-engine is thrown 
for the purpose of being cooled. In these dams, the average temperature of which 
is about 80°, it is common to keep gold-fish, the Cyprinus aureus ; in which situation 
they multiply much more rapidly than in ponds of lower temperature exposed to 
the variations of the climate,’ Three pairs of this species were put into one of these 
dams, where they increased so rapidly, that at the end of three years their progeny, 
which was accidentally poisoned by verdigris mixed with the refuse tallow from the 
engine, were taken out eA kaaluateovets, SRE “crv a 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


aster ANGLERS’, BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £1 ls. 6d. 
from the donation-box of the Social Brothers Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, 
secretary. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of the above society took place at the Grove Tavern, Grove- 
place, on the evening of the 13th inst, and proved one of the most successful gather- 
ings the society has had for some time. The tables, thanks to the kindness and 
artistic taste of Messrs. Brown and Dutton, were admirably decorated and looked a 
feast in themselves. Altogether some forty members and friends sat down, and 
ample justice was done to the good things provided. Everybody appeared to be in 
the best of spirits, and it is to be véry much regretted that our old friend Mr. W. 
Sparrow was unable, through illness, to attend. We have also to record the absence 
of several faces hitherto always to the front at our gatherings. Mr. Moody, our 
worthy and energetic secretary, was rather inclined, we are afraid, to take this to 
heart ; but we hasten to assure him that whatever his thoughts upon the matter, he 
may rest assured that the Society knows only too well to whom the success of the 
meeting is mostly due. Onthe tables being cleared the prize list for the past season 
was read. Most of the prizes presented were taken, the principal winners being 
Messrs. Anstiss, Brown, Dutton, Sparrow, and Charles and EH. Saunders, Amongst 
other prizes, the last named gentleman carried off a handsome album, and he desires 
us to say that much as he yalues it he would value it still more did it contain the 
photographs of those with whom he had spent so many pleasant hours, Compared 
with last season, the gross weight weighed in is nearly double—a very satisfactory 
return considering the sizes of fish weighable have been largely increased by the 
society. Thirteen specimen fish have also been recorded, and although none were 
exceptionally heavy, it is gratifying to know that all were above mediocrity. 
Amongst the numerous prizes for the coming season, a superb china hand-painted 
tea service, presented by Mr. Brown, must be specially mentioned. It is antici- 
pated that there will be ia keen competition for this prize between the single and 
married members. A handsome prize was given by Mr, Dutton, and another by 
Mr. E. Saunders. We must also mention Mr. Kirton’s: proverbial prize—viz., a 
“ oninea umbrella ’—this time for the heaviest jack during November (this will 
start ‘“ Charley ” trolling). There were many other prizes given, but space prevents 
our going into particulars. We should like, however, before closing the subject, to 
ask those gentlemen, who have so kindly presented prizes, to deposit them with the 
treasurer of the society. Subsequently, the members filled their glasses, and 
pushed back their chairs, and settled themselves comfortably for an hour 
or two’s “harmony.” Signor Georgi Peckharmi presided at the piano, and 
the courteous and obliging manner with which he accompanied the various 
singers cannot be too highly commended. The proceedings commenced with “Old 
Friend John.” from Mr. Ray, rendered in an easy and pleasant manner. 
Then came Mr. Ansell with “ Thy Face,” most feelingly given. In response to 
the toast, “ Continued Success to the Brompton A.8.,” Mr. Dutton suitably responded. 
Mr. Reynolds, a visitor, now gave “The Bugler ” in very good style, and Mr. Brown 
proposed the “ Health of the Visitors.” Mr. Smith, of the Hammersmith United, 
replying, said he should only be too happy to see any of us at their dinner on the 
28th inst. Signor Peckharmi now sung with infinite gusto “Cooked, by Cook, of 
Fleet-street.” The darkling, Mr. Cobb, accompanying himself with the guitar, gave 
“Tinkle, tinkle tum,” which was highly appreciated by the company. Mr. Wright, 
a visitor, now volunteered a recitation, and the simple yet powerful way in which 
he gave “ Monsieur-le-Grand” was a delightful surprise to everybody. For the time 
being he was a Frenchman to the life, and the fiendish exclamation of the excited 
Monsieur speedily became the catch-word of the evening. The “Health of the 
officers of the society” fell to Mr. Brown, and was responded to by Mr. EH. Saunders. 
Then came Mr. Osborne with a highly amusing “ patter” song, followed by Mr. 
Alf. Saunders, who gave “ Et-cetera,” and it goes without saying that the sugges- 
tive “etceteras”” were highly appreciated by the company, especially, perhaps, by 
Mr. Ducker, who, gay and festive with a button-hole and 20z. meerchaum, seemed 
the very personification of enjoyment. The “ Noah’s Ark” of Mr. Ray was splendid. 
Comment is needless. (The stately bug and the lively flea.) A call was now made 
on our vice-chairman, Mr, EB, D. Saunders, who gave a pathetic rendering of the 
“Little hero.” Then came Mr. Brown with ‘‘ To-morrow will be Friday.” Mr. W. 
Saunders, who was dozing by the side of our “ only” roach, was next called upon, 
and surprised us all by a spirited delivery of “Terry O-Ran.” Mr. Wright, whose 
encore had been eagerly anticipated, here gave “The landlady’s mistake”—a most 
laughable one, by-the-by. It was now nearly 1.30 a.m., and the chairman deemed 
it advisable to bring the proceedings to a close. We accordingly joined hands, and 
sang “ Auld Lang Syne” in true Scotch fashion, and so concluded a most enjoyable 
eyening,—S, AND B, 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual distribution of prizes took place on the 14th inst., when upwards of 
30 prizes were presented. Mr. President Humberstone presided in his usual affable 
manner, and complimented the society upon the number and quality of the gifts, 
The gross weight prizes were won by Mr. F, Granfield 1st, Mr. H.Canton 2nd, Mr. J. 
Brett 3rd, whilst Mr. W. Lee carried off-the honours for the largest jack, perch, and 
chub, and taking into consideration that they were all obtained from the river Lea, 
by persistently following the fortunes of that river Mr. Lee came in for no small 
share of congratulation. Mr. F. Granfield came well to the front for prizes, and it 
is still fresh in members’ minds his handsome show of roach on the last Sunday. 
Among others who were also successful may be mentioned the names of Messrs. 
Almond, Field, Mindeon, Chambers, Austin, Clark, and Platt, and also Mr. C, Elliott, 
who, in addition to other prizes, won the specimen prize for roach. By the consent 
of the members, gained by the persuasive plea of our president, five per cent. was 
given from the money prizes to the Anglers’ Benevolent box—that is to say, when a 
guinea was presented the recipient returned to his chair with a sovereign, and the 
satisfaction of knowing that he had contributed something towards his needy 
brethren. It was arranged that Mr. Mathew’s testimonial-list should be kept open 
a little longer. Mr, Mathew has served as secretary for over seven years, and has 
done a vast amount towards bringing the society to its present successful position. 
The testimonial should, and I-have no doubt will, reach a very satisfactory amount. 
Messrs. Mathew and Maynard have been duly elected as trustees ; Mr. W. Lee, chair- 
man; E. Chambers, secretary; Messrs. Austin’ and Tallman as auditors, with a 
committee of seven members, who are earnestly requested to support these officers,— 
E. CHAMBERS. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report Mr. Withers has been once more “on the spot,” having 
caught three trout, one on the 5th inst. of 431b., and two on Saturday, the 9th, 
going 641b, Iam told they took a lot of showing around at the Crown, and at the 
Bridge House at Chertsey, and the fish and captor, together with Mr. Wa erhouse, 
had at length to be driven over to Staines, where the fish were again on view at the 
Swan. The “only” Jones had one for dinner, and pronounced it caviare—C, 
NEWMAN, sec, ; 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The usual weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the chair, 
I being away at the meeting of the Anglers’ Association, in connection with the 
restocking of the Lee, Mr. H. A. Beck kindly carried out my duties. The ord nary 
formal business was gone through. Mr. H. Short gave an account of an admirable 
stretch of water within easy reach of our club-house, which might be made available 
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for our society ; its further consideration was postponed until Monday nexty- A Mr. 


Read paid a hurried visit to the Thames at Great Marlow, and in an hour had a run 
with a good trout, but did not kill ; and another with an: undersized fish) which: he 
returned. Angling matters were generally talked over, and a’ pleasant evening 
spent, which was concluded with the usual vote of thanks to the chairman. My - 
attendance at the Anglers’ Association was very satisfactory to me ; business largely 
affecting our district was very favourably gone into. I presumé, however, that my 
friends, Messrs. Tibbatts and Parker, will give their usual exhaustiveand interesting 
reports.—HENRY HowskE, hon. sec. 


EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING ‘LIST; NO, -9.0 “2 etree cic e 

A rettirn visit was paid to the Globe Angling Society on Tuesday, May 19th, and 
was fairly well attended. Mr. Jennings, of the Bostonians, very ably officiated as 
chairman, and Mr. W. Stevens, of the St. John’s, as vice. Mr. Jennings s‘arted the 
concert with “ Sweethearts and Wives,” followed by Mr. Stevens with ‘ Rocked in 
the Cradle of the Deep,” very nicely sung, Then we had the pleasure to hear Messrs, 
Percy, Brown, Pearce, Thorling, and Neal (secretary of the Eustonians),: ‘Each 
gentleman in his turn sang a very nice song, and greatly contributed towards the 
enjoyment of the evening. Mr. Hall then gave ‘ Here’s another Kind Love,” followed 
by Mr. Chambers. Mr. Lake then sang a very funny song, entitled, “ No, Sir” ; then 
Mr. Moore, of the Eustonians, gave a reading, entitled “The Quack Doctor,” with 
very good effect, followed by Messrs. Gibbons, F. Lawrence, Obbard, Tilley, and 
Waterford, who gave us some very nice selections on the concertina: Mr. Jennings 
then sang his encore song, followed by Mr. Stevens with his encore, both songs ‘being 
very nicely sung. Mr. Harrington-then sang a very humorous song, followed » by. 
our old friend Mr. J. Holmes, who sang “ English Girls” very well ; then Mr. Ballard 
and Mr. Chambers both sang, when Mr. J. B: Franks, the worthy host, appeared on’ 
the scene, with all his war paint on, to sing us the last song of the evening, which, 
being a very humorous song, was very much enjoyed by the company. When the’ 
roll was called twelve clubs responded, as follows : City of London, Crown and Bucks 
land, Eustonians, Great Northern Brothers, Globe, Highbury, Lincoln, Original! 
Clerkenwell Piscatorials, St. John’s, Sir Hugh Myddelton, Bostonians, and-Hoxton 
Brothers, represented by Mr. Ghurney.—F. THORLING. Ev 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The return visit of the No. 1 Hastern Distriet took place at the above society's 
club-room on Monday, the 11th inst., the following clubs being well represented 
Old Central, Hounsfield, Otters, North-Eastern, Clapton, Burdett, Dalston, Hoxton: 
Brothers, Good Intent, Izaak Walton, Stoke Newington, West Green, and the City of 
London. The harmony commenced with an overture, well rendered by our pianist 
of the evening, Mr. J.G. Rawson. ‘ Nancy Till,” by our worthy chairman, was re- 
ceived with much enthusiasm as the opening song, and Mr. J. Lyons (of ours) in 
spite of (to use his own expression) having cobwebs in his throat, managed to secure’ 
an encore by his comical rendering of ‘ John+ Malone,” and later on his “ Old Oak 
Tree” was received so well that another encore was uproariously demanded, whilst 
“ Finnigan’s Wake,” by the same gentleman proved a grand finale to his other per- 
formances. The following members also contributed to the harmony of the even- 
ing: Mr. C. Mole with “The Midshipmite”; Mr. T. Curtis, “ Sweethearts and 
Wives,” and later on “I’m Going to do Without ’Em,” were received with well- 
merited applause; Mr. EH. John’s recitation, ‘Two Women” (by Mr. G. R. Sims), 
was given with his usual force and pathetic power, and later on in the evening his 
elocutionary powers were further proved by his skilful rendering of a comical 
sermon, entitled ‘Old Mother Hubbard”; Mr. A. Robinson, ‘Beautiful Leaves ” ; 
Mr. F. A. Gray, ‘‘ Tell Her I Love Her So,” and in response to an encore “ The Little 
Hero”; Mr. 0. Wade, “ Dorkin’s Night”; Mr. W. J. Gregg, “Down by the River 
Side”; and Mr. W. Cooke with “The Anchor’s Weighed,” all being received with 
loud acclamations. The following visitors contributed largely to the enjoyment of 
the evening, foremost amongst them being Mr. W. Medson, of the Hoxton Brothers, 
who, with his usual form and fine voice, gave ‘ Love’s Request,” and in reply to 
a well-merited encore, ‘“ Over the Stile”; Mr. Maltby, of the Dalston, ‘ Killarney ”; 
A. Nelson, Good Intent, “The Fire Brigade”; Mr. W. Legg, Dalston Bros., “The 
Skipper and his Boy” ; Mr. W. Gretton, song, selected; Mr. W. Elder; the West 
Green, the “ Fifteen Puzzle” ; Mr. Dobson, Hounsfield Otters, “* Beautiful Nell” ; 
and Mr. W. Anderson, also of the Hounsfield Otters, “ The Gallant Light Brigade,” 
all acquitting themselves admirably. Mr. Manning, our visiting officer, in one of 
those earnest speeches for wuich he is noted, warned those present against the false 
statements made by a certain gentleman, who, under such noms de plume as “The 
Gridiron,” “ The Office Boy,” &c., seeks to alienate the members of the Anglers’ 
Association from their allegiance, and who, by stating his association (the Hast. 
Central) to be the “ Good Old Association,” and various other mis-statements, creates 
an impression injurious to those who do not know to the contrary. In fact, Mr. 
Manning seems to have thrown down the gauntlet challenging Mr. Crumplen to a 
wordy combat in any club-room to discuss the merits and condemn the malpractices 
of their respective associations. Query.—Will Mr. C. accept the challenge ?: Mri’ 
Ghurney then spoke at length on the progress of the Anglers’ Benevolent Association, 
and his report was received with great satisfaction, for anglers begin to see.its 
meritorious objects, and there can be no doubt that many an unfortunate angler 
will have reason to be thankful for its existence. After the usual complimentary 
toasts had been drank with musical honours and neatly responded to by our chair- 
man, Mr. Collyer, and our secretary, Mr. T. Gray, the proceedings terminated, and 
the echoes of the night were awokeby the snatches of choruses, as the well-satisfied 
company wended their way to their respective homes. The Edmonton and Totten< 
ham Angling Society take this opportunity to thank those friends who responded so 
numerously and well to the invite, and beg to express their opinion of the great 
good done by these visits, bringing together as they do large bodies of men whose 
interests are identical, who can exchange ideas and experiences and otherwise enjoy 
social intercourse.-—-W. J. GREGG. a! 
P.S.—The FIsHING GAZETTE is read and commented favourably upon by every 
member of our club, and its publication is a groat boon to the angling community. 
We wish it every success. 


EUSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society held their annual dinner and distribution of prizes on Wednesday, 
May 13th. After being on feed for some time, harmony commenced, with Mr. Sam 
Moore, chairman, and Mr. W. Jones in the. vice-chair. Afterseveral of the members 
and friends had sung some yery nice song's the distribution of prizes tool place, 
after which the harmony. started again, as we had an extension of time. Several 
club members had assembled by this time—namely, Mr. Burwash, of the Crown and 
Buckland ; Mr..G. R. Chambers, of the City of London, who gave us another turm 
with the Indian clubs ; Mr. Faller, of the: Sir. Hugh Myddelton; Mr. Hornfeck;:of 
the West Central; and the following members sang some good songs during the rest 
of the evening :—Messrs, Moore, W. Jones,.C. Abbott, T. Lowder, H. Gibbins, G. 
Southon, Sadder, and C, Ammas, with his never-to-be-forgotten ‘Village Black- 
smith,” Mr. Neall bringing the evening’s entertainment to a close with “Take 
Me Home.” Our society wishes to return thanks to those who contributed to the 
harmony.—R, NEALL, : uit : 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. i S00R. J 

The next return visit, No. 1 Eastern district, will take place at our clubhouse on 
Monday, June 1st, when I should esteem it a favour to see as many friends as.could 
make it convenient to give us their presence on that occasion.—R. MURPHY. \y «« 10 
é ea hie eisGe 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. oti Bese 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday. evening°at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, Captain Alfred in the 
chair, The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and some routine 
business of no general interest was disposed of, The annual meeting takes place on 
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the 2nd June, and the election of two auditors at the meeting on the 26th instant. 
The next smoking concert will be given on the 9th June—H. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday evening, after the confirmation of the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing, Mr. Lark, secretary, had a very painful and sad duty to perform—viz., to announce 
the death of his true friend and retiring president, Mr. D. S. Bayfield, a staunch 
supporter and one of the oldest members of the society,and he could not help alluding 
to his remarks of credit accorded to the secretary by him, on thanking the secretary 
for his annual report on his last attendance at the club-house. Mr. Pretty, as chair- 
man, after some touching remarks, proposed a vote of condolence to Mrs. Bayfield 
and family in their sad and sudden bereavement,which was seconded by the secretary, 
and carried unanimously, a letter being drawn up and signed by all members present. 
Mr. Bayfield was only 47, and proprietor of the Crown Hotel, Regent-street. He only 
took to his bed on Friday, and died at three p.m. on Sunday. He will be buried on 
Friday next in the family vault, St. Nicholas Church, Yarmouth. The suddenness 
of his decease will surprise many of his London angling friends, to whom he was 
well known as a thorough angler.—T. L. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The sixteenth anniversary supper and distribution of prizes of the above society 
took place at the Plimsoll Arms, St. Thomas’s-road, Finsbury Park, on Wednesday 
evening, the 13th instant, on which occasion a very numerous number of members 
and friends attended. The supper was served by Mr. Morris, of the Station-road, 
Finsbury Park, and the thanks of all members are due to him for the excellent bill 
of fare which he provided. The secretary, Mr. J. HE. Wheatley, presided, and was 
most efficiently supported by Mr. Robert Wright, as vice-chairman. The cloth having 
been removed, the chairman gave the usual loyal toasts, followed by the toast of 
the evening, “The Highbury Angling Society,’ which was responded to by the 
secretary, who in the course of his remarks called upon the members to co-operate 
with him in doing their utmost to promote the future success of the society. Several 
other toasts were given and duly responded to. The prizes were then distributed by 
the chairman, Mr. Temple taking several, having obtained the gross weight of the 
season. Mr. Anthony received the roach rod for the heaviest weight of roach, 
including many other prizes. Mr. Higley came next in number, followed by Mr. 
Devonshire, who, among others, succeeded in winning the prize for the heaviest take 
of jack, the heaviest scaling over 18lb.; while Mr. Lewis, Mr. Howell, jun., Mr. 
Edwards, Mr. McDermott, Mr. Payne, Mr. Robert Wright, and the secretary also 
received their share of the honours. After the distribution harmony prevailed, Mr. 
Laycock, the organist of St. Joseph’s Retreat, presiding at the piano, and the 
company separated after passing a most enjoyable evening. Several most 
valuable prizes were given by members and friends for the ensuing season.—JAs. E. 
WHEATLEY, sec. 








LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

After the business of the meeting was got through last Thursday evening, those 
present partook of a hot-pot supper together as an introduction to a very interesting 
event, After the table had been cleared, and everyone reseated, the chairman, Mr. 
Leaman, rose and said he had a most pleasing duty to perform, one in which every- 
one present, and those absent, shared his own gratification. He then presented to 
the ex-chairman, Mr. Pratchett, a silver snuffbox, suitably and artistically engraved, 
and some specie—these by subscription—an illuminated address, given by the chair- 
man, and a canister of snuff, given by Mr. Chandler. In handing these over, Mr, 
Leaman said they were some slight acknowledgment of the recipient’s valuable 
services as chairman of the Liverpool Angling Association during a period of over 
five years, and he (Mr. Leaman) hoped Mr. Pratchett would accept the presentation 
in that spirit, and live many years to take snuff out of the box. The chairman 
finished by proposing the toast of ‘Mr. Pratchett,” which was given by the com- 
pany with full musical honours. In a modest and appropriate speech, Mr. 
Pratchett said he accepted the gifts in the spirit of brotherhood in 
which they were given, and with evident emotion, feelingly thanked 
the members for such a handsome acknowledgment of the services he had been able 
to render to the association, a consideration he would never cease to remember with 
gratitude, and concluded by saying that he was always ready and willing to do 
everything that lay in his power to further the interests of anglers and angling. 
The toast of “ The Treasurer’s (Mr. W. Jones) Health” was given, and tastefully 
responded to, also that of “ The Chairman,” who gracefully acknowledged the com- 
pliment. During the evening those highly talented amateur vocalists, Messrs. W. Jones 
and Rawstone, entertained the company with some choice songs, exceedingly well 
rendered, and at 12 p.m. the party separated, one and all having heartily enjoyed the 
evening, and with expressions of mutual good will and harmony, each wended his 
way homewards. The other officers present were the president, Mr. Ellinger, the 
vice-president, Mr. W. Pearson, the vice-chairman, Mr. T. Bloomfield, and the hon. 
sec., Mr. Woolfall. “ Honi soit qui mal y pense.’—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of this society will take place on Thursday evening next, the 
28th inst., at the club-house, the Lord Southampton, Maitland Park, Haverstock- 
hill, when the prizes won by the successful members (both club and private) will 
be distributed by the worthy host, Mr. Wetenhall.—W. HILLIER. 


NORTHUMBERLAND ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 8th inst. the annual competition for the president’s challenge cup took 
place on the Coquet water of the club, at Acklington. Myr. Vaughan, the esteemed 
donor of the cup, was debarred, as usual, from competing, his angling abilities being 
too much for ordinary mortals. The members who took part in the competition 
were the vice-president of the club, Mr. W. Menzies, Mr. Harbottle, hon. sec., Messrs. 
Reynolds, Blackett, Bates, and Bell. On weighing in at 6 p.m. Mr. T. F. Bates, a 
young and promising member, was declared winner of the cup for the season, having 
the heaviest basket of the competitors. Mr. Vaughan next came in as winner of the 
pocket flask, generously presented by Mr. Alfred Bell, for the six heaviest trout. At 
dinner in the evening the health and prosperity of the winners were drunk with 
best wishes: Long live the sport !—J. H., hon. sec. 


PHG@NIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our fourteenth anniversary dinner took place on the 19th inst., when a very 
enjoyable evening was spent. The chair was occupied by Mr. Geen, the worthy 
president of the Anglers’ Association ; vice-chairman, Mr. Beatley. Host Harry 
Murch placed the dinner on the table worthy of the Prince. The flowers were 
lovely, and well worth a visit to see. About 36 sat down, and did ample 
justice to all the good things placed before them. The cloth being cleared, the 
chairman gave the toast “ The Queen, Prince and Princess of Wales, and the rest of 
the Royal Family,’ which was duly responded to, Mr. T. Glynn then sang “The 
White Slave” in masterly style; then Mr. W. Fletcher elicited roars of laughter by 
the way he sang “ Blackwall Dock”; Messrs. Arthur Ashley and F. Ashley rendered 
a good account of themselves with several good songs. Then the toast of the evening, 
“Success to the Phoenix Angling Society,” coupling the name of Mr. W. Elbourn, 
the secretary, which was received with musical honours and deafening cheers. When 
order was again restored, Mr. Geen, on behalf of the society, ‘presented Mr. Elbourn 
with a testimonial, in the shape of an illuminated address on vellum, and framed ; 
and in a neat speech he set forth the way he had conducted the business of the 
society for the last eleven years, and one of the founders fourteen years ago, at 
the same time wishing success and health and strength for as many more. Songs 
were then rendered by Messrs. Barr, Grist, Millard, Elton, and Bartrip. Then the 
prizes ‘were given away to the successful members, Messrs. Slater, Bentley, Grist, 
Keen, and Packer, coming in for the lion’s share, taking five each ; Messrs, Arthur 
and Frank Ashley, Garner, Burnett, Clarke, Milton, Reed, Glynn, Elbourn, and 








Townsend taking two or three each. About £20 worth of prizes were then collected 
for the ensuing year. The Little Independents, Bostonians, and Eustonians were 
well to the fore with some good singers, and altogether a most enjoyable evening 
was spent, and everything went merrily till 2 o’clock in the morning, the limit of 
the extension. All members are requested to attend on Tuesday evening next, 
to arrange new prize list.—W. E. _ 


: THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The usual meeting of the above society was held last Wednesday evening at the 
Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs. W. B. Adlington, 


R. C, Blundell, D. Goodger, H. Gray, R. 8. Fennings, H. Harden, T. Gillatt, T. R.° 


Sachs, J.L. Meyer, E. Walker, Jas. Lander, I. Don Bavand, and F. H. Lemann, 
After a chairman had been elected, and the minutes of the previous meeting con- 
firmed, a telegram from Dr. J, Brunton was read, stating that he had been fortunate 
enough to secure the first prize in the national competition at Loch Leven, where he 
represented the Gresham Club. It is unnecessary to say that the announcement of 
the doctor’s success was received with cheers. Messrs. T. R. Sachs, E. Foreman, and 
H. Harden had just returned from a fishing excursion in Ireland. They had been 
staying at Lough Melvin, and Mr. T. R, Sachs having only returned that day, was 
enabled to show the result of his last day’s sport, which consisted of one ‘salmon of 
13lb., a large tray of brown trout, four ferow, and achar. Mr. Sachs was the prin- 
cipal spokesman for the party, and he gave a graphic and interesting account of their 
expedition. The lake, he said, affords capital angling, consisting of trout, ferow, 
char, and salmon. The accommodation at the hotel on the borders is good, and the 
charge is moderate. Mr. Sach’s remarks were fully endorsed by Messrs. EH. Foreman 
and H. Harden, who both gave a detailed account of their sport, which was exceed- 
ingly good. Mr. J.L. Meyer had been to Datchet and fished with Lumsden for 
trout, but was not fortunate enough to secure one. Mr. R. EH. Booker had been to 
Pangbourne on the same errand, and, fishing with Davidson, landed a nice little fish 
of over 3lb. Mr. F. H. Lemann exhibited an improved live-bait flight for trouting 
of his own invention, which gives the bait greater freedom of motion. ‘‘ The Con- 
tinued Prosperity of the Piscatorial Society” was honoured in the usual manner, 
and the proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. B. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual distribution of prizes in connection with the above took place on the 
14th inst. at the head-quarters of the club, the Golden Fleece, Commercial-road, 
Landport, when the chair was occupied by Mr. A. L. Emanuel, and amongst those 
present were Messrs. J. S. Dyer (vice-chairman), Hill (treasurer), Roots (secretary), 
Dr. Sall, Messrs. Bracey, J. E. Buck, Bryant, Redward, Hiscock, Winter, Frampton, 
G. Fulljames, Marks, F. C. Mortimer, Knight, Hills, Spinner, Easton, Hine, Monck, 
T. Palmer, &c. Before making the presentations, the chairman said he had been 
fortunate enough to secure the waters at Rookesbury Park for Coronation-day, 
through the kindness of Mr. Carpenter-Garnier ; but at present, owing no doubt to 
the salmon, Lord Henry Scott was unable to let them fish in his waters at Beaulieu. 
He had also seen Mr. Greenwood regarding cheap fares to and from the Isle of 
Wight, and was sorry that such could not at the present time be granted. The 
prizes, which were divided into classes, viz., for specimen fish and daily gross weight 
competitions, were then presented to the successful competitors : Mr. A. L. Emanuel 
(Chairman), whiting; Mr. H. Redward, roach (Selham); Mr. Frampton, perch 
(Chichester) ; Mr. Bracey, pike (Chichester) ; Mr. Hiscock, bream (Chichester) ; Mr. 
Buck, dace (Selham); Mr. Redward, bass; Mr. Long, trout (Darford) ; 
Mr. G. Fulljames, roach (Chichester) ; Mr. Marks, perch (Selham) ; Miss Warden, 
carp (Rookesbury), ladies’ prize ; and a lot of other prizes. Twelve prizes had not 
been won duriag the season, and, with the additions promised for the ensuing year, 
there will be no lack of “merry outings’’ for the anglersof this club, The Durford 
water had been visited several times during the past month, and some very fine trout 
had been taken by Messrs. Buck and Hiscock. The weather has not been promising 
of late for fly-fishing, and we are hoping for a change. Mr. Hill then moved a 
vote of thanks to the donors of the prizes, the chairman remarking that they were 


much indebted to them, as the gifts which they offered for competition must. 


necessarily prove a great incentive to angling. The proposal was seconded by Mr. 
Bracey, supported by the vice-chairman, and unanimously agreed to. The chairman 
briefly replied. The proceedings then terminated.—DAGGERWOOD, 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very jolly time was spent by a great number of our members on Tuesday even- 
ing last. Several visitors were introduced, among them a Mr. Watson, who enter- 
tained us for something like half an hour with his imitation of celebrities. I am 
sure there is room on the stage for such talent as the above-named gentleman is 
capable of displaying. Mr. Somar (another visitor) gave some very fine selections 
on the zither. Mr. Hallam was at his usual post—viz., at the piano. After some 
very good songs from Messrs, Holden, Carter, Palmer, Healy, Rider, and others, Mr. 
Somar and Master Schmidt played another selection on the above-mentioned instru- 
ment. A vote of thanks was accorded the visitors, after which “ Auld Lang Syne” 
by the whole of the company, and then a general “Good-night.” Before closing 
my report, I wish to mention that next Tuesday night will be quarterly night, 
when every member should be in his place, including—W. H. RIDER. 

UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The third annual dinner of the above club was held on Thursday evening, at the 
Druids’ Head, Church-street, Deptford, when thirty-six members and friends sat 
down to an excellent repast provided by host Woods, to which ample justice was 
done. The chairman of the evening was Mr. Banks, and in the vice Mr. W. Tyler. 
After the usual loyal toasts had been honoured, Mr. W. Tyler proposed the toast of 
the evening, the “ U.B.A.S.,” and gave an appropriate speech, from which it appears 
the club is ina flourishing condition. The company then settled down to harmony, 
having the assistance of a piano and first-rate pianist. The following gentlemen con- 
tributed to the enjoyment of the evening by some capital songs: Messrs. H. Tyler, 
deputy sec., W. Tyler, Watts, Redmond, Ockley, Divers, Woodman, Brown, Benning- 
ton, and Clemson (Crown Brothers), Banks (chair), and Avery. The health of the 
worthy host was proposed and drunk with musical honours, and responded to in a 
neat speech. The vice then proposed the chairman, who responded with a few words 
of encouragement to the club, adding that on some future occasion he hoped to fill 
the post again. The National Anthem brought a most successful and enjoyable 
evening to a close. Among the friends present we noticed the following gentlemen 
of Deptford ; Messrs. Avery, Brown, Slatter, Waghorm, MacPherson, &c.—H. T. 





WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting held on Wednesday evening it was resolved that, in consequence of 
Derby Day falling on the 3rd June, the half-yearly general meet ing will be held on 
Wednesday, the 10th, when the new rules will be ready for distribution, the balance- 
sheet and report will be presented, and all subscriptions must be paid up. Members 
are informed that the new rules will take effect from the commencement of the 
season. Messrs. Dartnall and Street were balloted for, and duly elected members,— 
W. W. ALEXANDER, Secretary. 


THE ISLEWORTH FISHING CLUB. 
THREE MILES OF THE RIVER CRANE STRICTLY PRESERVED. = 


TROUT, BREAM, ROACH, DACE, GUDGEON, &c. 
The Proprietor last year stocked the water with some Thousands of Trout. 
A few Vacancies for Rods, price Two Guineas per Annum. 
‘ - . The nearest Trout Stream to London. 


Apply to ELLIS PARR, 16, Long Lane, London, E.C. 
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DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


268, per Gall. { "carriage Paid | O28, per Dozen. 


“A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 


89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.C 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- y ; 
tive of Cold * SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
FREE from FUSEL OIL. 


o Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all. 
Wine Merchants and Retailers, 














SOLE PROPRIETORS— 


4 DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


THE SEVEN STILLS OLD SCOTCH WHISKY, 


Matured in Sherry Casks. 


This BLEND is made up from seven of the BEST MALT STILLS in SCOTLAND. 
The product of each Still has been carefully selected, and these 
blended together in such proportions that the flavour of none of 
the Stills predominates over the other. This, in G. C.’s experience, 
when judiciously done, is the only way whereby a Rich Full-bodied 
WHISKY, with delicate Flavour, can be obtained; and with the 
practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
the utmost confidence in stating that no SUCH QUALITY as this 
has ever been offered in the Market, 


PRICE 9{/- PER GALLON. 


The above is supplied to the First Clubs and Military Messes at Home and Abroad, and the 
Nobility throughout the Kingdom, and sent under Bond to all parts of the World. This Blend is sent 
out with G. C.’s New Labeland Registered Trade Marks, and only to be had from 

EDINBURGH. 


GEORGE COCKBURN, ii: uthn*z tpg 
‘ The original and only Proprietor of the Seven Stills. 
Blending Warehouses-LOCHRIN. 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SHASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YeoPlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 


Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
usual prices. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 


Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis. 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 


Dem Coat Co) Ha! 











Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c., 
must be addressed to the Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.0. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 

and the Provinces. 
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ODDS AND ENDS IN SALMON FISHING .—No. 11. 


By Gro. M. KELSON. 





WERE it not unjust to young anglers having had some experience in 
waders before they went in for salmon-fishing, I think I should be 
inclined to say that beginners must not expect to sit at home and 
solve the questions that bear upon the correct mode of attack in 
streams. It seems easy enough ; but it is acknowledged by general 
consent that to be able to dare defeat, or back success and win, one 
has to be pretty well up in wading, 

So much depending on the position of both the angler: and the 
rod—so many difficulties are there to encounter, rendering it 
physically impossible for the novice to master off-hand—measures of 


expediency, if not of necessity—that while upon the present topics, 
I can scarcely confine myself to gentlemen with little or no enlighten- 
ment, and must for the present address only those sufficiently 
advanced and qualified to proceed without getting hopelessly 
bewildered the moment they enter the water. 

Though arduous, wading in streams is a plain, straightforward 
affair ; one need never, or rarely ever, be on the look-out for reversed 
currents, which, by the way, we shall have to deal with another 
time. 

That the stronger the force of water the more must we lean against 
it in locating ourselves, is too obvious a fact to need any special 
explanation. The necessary position comes naturally enough in 
wending our way, and must be rigidly maintained in casting the fly. 
When thus engaged, whether it be on the bank or in the water, it is 
an objectionable habit to bend the body. There is but little doubt 
that the angler accustomed to do so will soon have convincing 
evidence that it won’t pay in streams, for not only does he ruin his 
chance of success, but renders himself liable to be carried away. 

In analysing the various complications which we have to contend 
with, and which would assuredly baffle the raw recruit, I may, by 
way of preface, just remind you that where the current is strong, it 
is always better and safer to walk sideways. I generally secure a 
firmer hold by keeping the front leg perfectly straight, and the other 
slightly bent. 

If the water is too coloured to see the bottom, we cannot step too 
short, for, of course, you can guess how easily you would topple over 
with a large body of water pressing hard on you were you to catch 
your foot and trip. 

In the moment of temptation young aspirants are sometimes led a 
little too far across the river ; but really our heroism must never get 
the better of us and lead us into the depths of calamity. What, 
however, I desire to point out is the care we ought to take on those 
occasions in turning back; the task is by no means serious if we set 
to work without flinching—I mean, with plenty of confidence. The 
plan to resort to—having previously made sure there are no boulders 
in the way—is to lean even more against the force of water, and all in 
one movement to swing the upper leg round in front, nearly reversing 
your position, and the instant the foot touches the bottom to take a 
short step with the other, bearing rather up stream. 

You would get in for it as sure as you’re born if you groped about 
in dim uncertainty, or brought the legs together and attempted to 
creep round; for the warning, if such it can be called, comes as a 
matter of fact so late, that all the mental and muscular effort in the 
world would be of no avail, and an ugly ducking the sure result. 
I have heard anglers say they do not care to run the risk of wading. 
Where, let me ask, is the danger ?—who would admitit ? Security is 
the fisherman’s fruit that, unsuspected, ripens within the flower 
germinated from the seeds of discipline. We are certainly exposed 
to injury if we omit to air our waders; but that is one of the 
elementary lessons in our apprenticeship, and we should never go 
into the water without attending to this. I have not only suffered 
myself, but have known serious results from the perspiration being 
thrown back on the pores of the skin. 

In reverting once again to “manner” and “ position,’ which I 
dealt with at some length in the last chapter, may I just say there 
was a capital lesson for the tyro to learn, a grand example for all to 
follow. And in “ working the catch,” it was suggested that the rod 
should be held in one direction horizontally, and not brought round 
in front of the fisherman. But sometimes it cannot be helped, 
inasmuch as the catch may be immediately ahead, and a cross current 
prevent the fly reaching it. Not only that, you may wish to cast on 
the left to present the lure that way to the fish lying on the right. 
At all events, if it has to be done, do it by degrees, keeping up the 
same true and regular action in what is termed playing the fly. 

If you get a tug, don’t omit to give one with compound interest 
in return. I hold to the previous arguments in striking a fish, and 
find no winch so thoroughly suited to the plan I ask you to adopt 
as Farlow’s. Perhaps, as there are so many new subscribers to the 
GAZETTE, I may repeat you can hit a salmon in streams, making 
sure of the hooks penetrating, without a chance of the gut breaking, 
because the reel-plate revolves long before that could occur. No 
matter how hard you strike, as the saying goes; so long as you do 
not hold the line, you not only never break your tackle, but in no 
degree tear the flesh of the fish. 

Many and many a salmonis brought to bank with the hooks just 
as firmly “embedded as at first—I say “hooks,” because I use the 
double ones. 

This modern mode of striking, too, is so simple, and just one of 
those few things that can be learnt from book ; there is nothing to be 
afraid of provided you understand setting the reel the proper 
strength—not too tight nor too loose, yet not to overrun with even a 
good jerk of the line. That is regulated in a moment, without tools, 
by a convenient external appliance. I never think of using any 
other, and anglers who do not know of it have not the ghost of an 
idea of its advantages in certain conditions of water, and the faster 
the stream the better. 

Fast streams and rapids are the very places where hundreds of 
salmon break away at once unless properly handled ; but the veriest 
novice and the most nervous performers come to the front 
here. 

You can cram people up with general intelligence ; but, as a rule, 
it must have time to develop. However, the new army of enthusiasts 
cannot do better than take every opportunity of listening to anglers 
of culture and practised judgment, although perhaps there are some 
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who are mistaken in their conception of what is wisest and best. 
Besides, there is something very pleasant in the society of salmon 
fishermen, and what can be more agreeable while smoking the pipe 
of peace, moderately moistened with alcoholic stimulant, than to pass 
an hour so of evening leisure in improving conversation piscatorial ? 
Wrinkles are to be picked up now and again which, at any rate, the 
novice would not forget during his visit. 

“Your catch was two inches too high, sir; you might as well fish 
in a pail as in that stream till the piles show opposite.” 


“What! You used that fly there? One-half the size would be 
large enough.” 
These and similar hints are often forthcoming, and seldom 


emanate from unlearned disputants much more noted for their 
blindness to contemporary facts. As a rule, there is never any wild 
and wanton talk, no celebrating experience, no assuming airs of 
seniority ; and those who attempt it invariably put themselves out of 
court by some delicate suggestion tortured into pantomime. 

Fancy being told, after a long rigmarole in all the wit and wisdom 
of logic, how a certain fish was once hooked, played, and finally lost 
because the catgut gave way ! 

IT have met with this sort of thing ; but still I like comparing notes, 
and after returning fagged out, and may be empty-handed, to the 
proverbial beef, fine farina, and coagulate cream, there is, I fancy, 
in the usual e&at something to cheer the sadness of dying day, 
especially to those wishing to see in this age of ours more and more 
of the unsolved problems solved. 

We hear it occasionally asserted that the clumsiest recruit has the 
best of luck. Perhaps so; but when I look around on our leading 
members and old stagers who are stamped with the hall-mark of 
success, I find no clumsy men amongst them. For all that, entire- 
ness is nowhere a feature of present existence, else salmon-angling 
would lose much of its charm, and never be so appreciated. On no 
thing can we lay our hands and say : “ Here is finality and perfection.” 
No ; we are keyed, not to attainment, but to the hope of it by struggle 
toward it, and it is the way in which we set to work, and not the 
occasional accomplishment, that measures character and foreshadows 
destiny. 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


Wr can congratulate Mr. Marcus H. Lewis, Hon. Sec. of the Newbury 
Angling Association, on having some extraordinary sport at Ringwood, in 
Hampshire. On the 25th he paid his first visit to the Avon this season, and 
got two salmon, 14lb. and 261b. Next day, besides one of 24lb., he was for- 
tunate enough to rise, hook, and land a splendid fish of 411b., said to be the largest 
ever taken in the Ringwood water. To get four fish with fly in two days, and 
such a royal fellow as this among them, in such a hard-fished water as this is 
an unheard-of slice of luck, as proved by the fact that up to Saturday last the 
total number of fish killed by the scores of anglers who have fished for salmon 
at Ringwood this season was only sixteen. 
* * * * * 

The charmingly secluded and beautiful weir pool near Shiplake is condemned. 
The water does not run through it quickly enough to please the riparians, so 
the fiat has gone forth, and soon a hideous iron structure will be reared straight 
across the largest of the weir pools. y x 

* * 


Why should the Thames be desecrated in this way ? We live in a utilitarian 


age, but that is hardly a sufficient reason for our most beautiful river to be 


treated in this manner. Within four years three once picturesque and lovely 

weir pools containing some of the gems of Thames scenery and angling—we 

refer to Marsh, Hambledon, and Hurley Weir pools—have been rendered more 

or less uninteresting. 
* * * * * 

At Marsh Lock all traces of the old weir have been cleared away, and nothing 
but a series of iron gallows crossing the river, to which are hung iron gates like 
so many malefactors, are to be seen. The old weirs could be easily altered to 
let the water off more quickly without such desecration as this. The effect on 
the fishing must be very serious. Obliterating an old weir means removing 
the best harbourage and feeding ground in the river for the fish. 

te * * * * 


One might reasonably expect that ina Bill for the Preservation of the Thames 
as a place of public recreation, some slight effort would be made to legislate with 
a view to preserve the natural beauties of the river. But nothing of the kind ; 
nothing is preserved in the Bill. Its title is certainly not warranted by its 
contents. That remarkable effort at legislation has, by the bye, passed its 
second reading, and been referred to a Select Committee. The reference to the 
Committee is something in the nature of a compromise. The Bill was blocked 
by Mr. Dixon-Hartland, who only withdrew his opposition on the condition 
that certain amendments should be made. 

* ‘ * * * * 

Should the Committee hear witnesses, some effort, ere it is too late, should 
certainly be made to have the angling question dealt with ; but we fear little 
can be done, for it has now come out that the Bill is promoted, and its expenses 
in most part paid, by riparian owners. This explains how the extraordinary 
clause (now withdrawn), making it illegal to loiter or delay near a riparian 


residence, came to be inserted. 
2 * * * * 


The subject cannot be dealt with properly by this moribund Parliament ; and 


the best thing that can happen to the Bill is that all the clauses, save those 
relating to shooting and river police, which are urgently needed, be cut out, 
at the remainder be passed under some such title as ‘The Thames Police 

ill.” 

* * * * * 

Here are some pleasant facts for Thames trout anglers. George Neal, of 
Henley-on-Thames, professional fisherman, has caught twenty sizeable trout 
uready this season. Fishing by himself, of course, ga va sans dire. Pleasant 
fact No.2: A splendid Thames trout was caught on Whit Monday in the 
Henley reach, near Greenlands. It weighed about 7lb., but was not in good 
condition. Caught trailing ! 

* * * * * 

The “ Mildmay Angling Society” is the title of a new angling club recently 

gtarted in the North of London. 
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Mr. Brown, of Aberdeen, writes: “ Trout-fishing getting on splendidly all 
over. ‘I send you a cast with which a friend of mine took over twelve dozen 
in seven hours, one cold, wet, windy day last week, without changing a fly, and 
with only one break, through the cast coiling itself round a companion’s neck. 
Very good gut it must be. Ocher two friends—Hnglishmen—who have been 
here roaming through Aberdeenshire for about a month, have basketed up to 
date about 600 trout, weighing about 250lb. On the Don good takes are 
recorded nearly every day, trout weighing up to 22lb. being occasionally got. 
Mr. J. L. Dickie, on Monday, while fishing the Don at Pitmedden, got a fine 
trout of 21lb. ‘The fly used was the Governor. But the best sport by far is 
in the burns, which are this year teeming with fish—small ones, of course, 
three, four, and five to the pound ; but they are well conditioned, and afford a 
very gratifying day’s sport in numbers, which more than makes up for their 
want of weight. In fact, I do not remember hearing of a blank day. The 
weather now promises to be a little more genial, and we have much need. 
Tourists coming to the Aberdeenshire streams this year may depend on getting 
fish, for they are there.” 

ae * * * 

Among the many attractious to anglers and tourists enjoying a summer 
holiday. in Scotland, the fine steamers placed on the “Royal route” to and 
from Glasgow and the Western Highlands have for over a quarter of a century 
enjoyed a foremost position. The latest addition to the fleet of Mr. David 
MacBrayne is the Grenadier, a saloon passenger paddle-steamer, second only in 
internal equipment to the Columba. Her lines are beautifully designed ; in 
fact, she is a copy of the celebrated Atlantic liner, the America. No expense 
has been spared tu insure the comfort of passengers ; indeed, the steamer is 
one of the most comfortable in every way that the most fastidious traveller 
could desire. 

* * a * 

We are getting accustomed to beautifully got-up and illustrated tourist 
guides produced by the great railway companies and private enterprise, but we 
know nothing at the small price of sixpence to equal Mr. MacBrayne’s “ Offi- 
cial Guide.” In addition to time-tables and much useful information about 
places of interest, it contains nearly a score of full-page illustrations, beauti- 
fully executed, from photographs of Highland scenery, and a large “ bird’s-eye 
view” map in colours. It can be had at any railway bookstall. Hotel keepers 
in the North ought to feel grateful to Mr. MacBrayne for publishing a work 
which cannot fail to induce thousands to visit the Highlands. 

* * * * 


Hardly a week passes but we hear of fish being killed by the poisonous 
matter poured into our streams. Quantities of fine salmon, pike, perch, trout, 
&c., have been killed in the Cheshire Dee recently from this cause. 

* * * = * 


All anglers who have used Bullmer’s capital Gossamer gut casting-lines and 
other tackle will regret to hear that Mr. A. Bullmer died recently. He had 
been in failing health for a long time, and the business has been carried on by 
his wife. Weare glad to be able to state that Mrs. Bullmer intends to con- 
tinue the business, and in asking anglers to give her their support, we can assure 
them they will be thoroughly well satisfied. We have used Bullmer’s casts for 
years with complete satisfaction. The tapered Gossamer casts (three yards, 
post free, for ninepence), nicely stained a smoky blue, are excellent ; in fact, 
many anglers we have met in different parts of the country have thanked us 
for recommending them in the Gazette. Mrs. Bullmer’s address is 62, 
Wandsworth-road. : 

* * * * * 

If any of our readers want a really good Yellow Dun, we advise them to get 
some of those dressed on eyed-hooks, or in the ordinary way, by Messrs. Far- 
low and Co., Strand, London. We got seven brace of trout with it on the 
Darenth the other day, and have often had capital sport with it on other 
streams. ‘ 

* * * co * 

There should be no difficulty about getting good eyed-hooks. Mr, Hall’s 
pattern is made quite to his satisfaction by Messrs. Woodfield ; and now Messrs. 
S. Allcock and Co. have produced an excellent pattern for Mr. Bankart— 
temper, colour, and shape leave little to be desired. r 

* * * * 

Messrs. Hutchinson, of Kendal, send us some samples of most excellent 
double salmon hooks with metal eye or loop. The eye is finer than the metal 
of the double shank. This hook has been used by many first-class salmon- 
fishers, and is most highly spoken of. Messrs. Hutchinson also send us samples 
of their stained drawn and “fine” undrawn gut, and very good samples they 
are. The 16in. fine undrawn gut is as good as any we have seen for a long 
time. 

% 3 % % 

The buffer knot invented by Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell is double the 
strength of the ordinary knot, as we have frequently proved by experiment. 
Mr. B. R. Bambridge, Fishing-tackle Maker, Eton-on-Thames, sends us a three- 
yard gut cast for salmon fishing fastened with Mr. Pennell’s knot. ‘The gut is 
very nice quality, round and stout enough for anything. There is, of course, a 
good deal more labour in making up a cast with the buffer knot, and Mr, Bam- 
bridge’s charge for three yards of such gut as this is very reasonable. We would 
suggest to him that spinning traces for pike and trout made on the same plan 
would be appreciated. We can advise our readers to get Mr. Bambridge’s new 
catalogue, for he is not only a fishing-tackle maker, but well up in practical 
fishing. 

a * * * 

The Academy this year is hardly up to the mark. Vicat Cole, R.A., as usual, 
has some lovely bits of river scenery which make you long to try your fly on 
them. No. 134. “Divided” is a picture, by Alice Havers, of a young fly- 
fisher divided by a stream from a charming country girl ; the river, “on this 
occasion only,” is evidently a nuisance. Wallace Rimington’s “ A River of the 
Austrian Forests” is a fine bit of work, and looks a likely spot for Salmo Hucho. 
No. 212. “The Ruling Passion,” by J. E. Millais, R.A., is admirable—a dying 
naturalist is eagerly and lovingly looking at some new specimens, while his 
charming family of six—some anxious for their father, some too young to see 
his state—are grouped around him. ‘ Andromeda,” by Calderon, is one of the 
nude subjects objected to so violently by ‘“‘A British Matron” in the Times 
recently. ‘“Diadumene,” by Poynter, is another. While he was about it, Mr. 
Poynter might at least have given us an interesting face and a more shapely 
figure. Charles Whymper’s picture of “The Old Mill at Houghton-on-the- 
Ouse” (493) is a clever bit of work, and so is ‘ Autumn on the Avon” (508), 
by Gilbert Munger. No. 620, “The Pied Piper of Hamelin,” by A. 'T. Porter, 
presents a mass of most life-like rats in the foreground. If there had been any 
scratches on this picture, we should have put them down to Burlington House 
cats, and not to disappointed artists. No. 624 is a pretty picture of children 
angling, “ We Twa hae paidl’t in the Burn,” by Jas. G. Christie; but don’t 
look at it if you see the virtuously indignant Times “British Matron” near, ag 
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directly above it is one of Henrietta Rae’s very lovely studies of “A Bac- 
chante.” Her “ Ariadne deserted by Theseus” (No. 6) is one of the best bits 
of work in the Exhibition. No, 703 is capital in treatment, and tell its own 
tale : the pretty young mother playing with her baby is reproachfully watched 
by her old pets—two dogs anda cat. No. 757 is a vigorous picture of King 
Edward showing his baby to the Welsh, and demanding their allegiance to the 
first Prince of Wales. The contrast between the helpless naked infant and its 
martial armour-clad governor is very striking. No. 1063, “ Gudgeon Fishing,” 
is a quiet, sleepy picture, like the subject. No. 1065 is sacred to the 
memory of those who fell Isandhula. One of the finest portraits in the Exhi- 
bition is of Miss J. M. Wilson, by Herbert Schmalz. There are no “ oreat” 
pictures this year, but the Exhibition is well worth a few visits. 





THE PHILOSOPHY OF FLY-TYING. 


I HAVE been frequently asked to explain the method which I adopt in tying 
trout flies. The subject is a dangerous one to approach, inasmuch as every 
successful angler thinks that his own system is the best. In the face of this, it 
is evident that he who propounds anything like law upon such a subject stands 
to be shot at by a thousand and one Brothers of the Rod who have their own 
pet ideas upon the subject. I think that an angler on his own hobby is the 
most difficult man to convince in the world—more especially an old angler ; and 
Ihave known cases where, although the proof of the pudding has been in the 
eating, theangler convinced against his will remained of the same opinion still. 

My system, if it be one, is very simple: I go to Nature, and as far as I can 
make use of such materials as I can find to imitate Nature as near as possible in 
size, form, and colour. There is no man living, if he be a true angler, can say, 
“T have nothing more to learn,” for year by year we all of us find some new dis- 
covery advancing and enhancing the pleasure of our noble, healthful, and 
scientific pastime. Since my earliest days, when I fished for minnows with a 
crooked pin, I have been taught that the surest method of circumventing your 
prey is to make yourself thoroughly acquainted with its habits. Some years ago, 
in order to establish, as far as possible, in my own mind the fact as to whether 
fish are endowed with the sense of hearing, I had a house built across a portion 
of a trout stream that I rented, and had it so constructed that I could watch the 
habits and ways of the fish without being seen. At first my house was a failure, 
for the trout had not become accustomed to such an innovation of their domain, 
and refused to come near it ; but as soon as the hot weather came on, and doubt- 
less taking it, I suppose, for a bridge, several trout took up their abode beneath 
it during the heat of the day, and I was enabled to watch them with ease. I 
may say that I convinced myself, as far as one can do so, that the sense of 
hearing in fish is ni/, or if there is any, it is of the very smallest. I fired a 
double-barrel gun, I struck a heavy gong, &c., all to no purpose—the fish never 
stirred ; but the moment there was a blow struck upon the bank they were at 
once on the alert—not that they heard the sound, but in consequence of the 
vibration communicated to the water. Whilst going through this experiment 
Thad ample opportunity of watching other interesting circumstances connected 
with their habits. Not the least amongst these, I may say, was their food. 
These trout soon became pets, and I used to feed them with flies, minnows, 
worms, and bits of liver, &c. Occasionally their number would be augmented 
by the arrival of a stranger, who met with a reception according to his size. I 
remarked particularly that, although perhaps half-a-dozen different kinds of 
ephemera and bank flies, midges, gnats, or moths might pass over them when 
feeding, it was only one particular insect they would take fora time. I then 
proceeded to dress various patterns of flies upon small pieces of stiff wire on 
the finest gut, which, from my yantage point, I could drop upon the water, and 
I discovered that the most successful lure was that one which nearest approached 
the natural fly in form, size, and colour. Of course, a hungry trout will take 
anything. I have caught them with the white pith of a rush, and once I caught 
a trout, when I had no other bait, with a bit of gristle from a piece of steak I 
had for lunch. Then, again, the captious critic may ask how do I account for 
the patterns of flies used upon many Jakes in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales re- 
sembling nothing in nature. I can only answer that when I have used my 
imitations of the flies I have found upon such waters, I have succeeded equally 
well, and in some cases far better. 

My plan is to catch the natural insect, and to make as near a copy of it as I 
can, for I do not believe that so wary a fish as the trout can be persuaded into 
taking food unnatural to his habits, or to rise at a lure from mere curiosity to 
know whatitis. In order to test the accuracy of my colours, I had a glass box 
made and half-filled with water, so that I could immerse the imitation, and by 
holding it up to the light so determine whether I had succeeded in striking the 
right colour, always remembering that water is not only a reflector but also a 
refractor, and that, according to the colour of the sky overhead and the bottom 
of the river, so would the colour of the insect appear to a fish poised in the water 
between the two. Of course, the collection of materials for fly-making is most 
important, and each year we are enabled to discover new mediums in fur and 
feathers which are of infinite value. Iam aware that there are many anglers 
who neyer use any other than those patterns with which habit and success has 
made them familiar ; some, indeed, restrict themselves toa very limited number, 
and if these don’t kill they put up their rods and go home. It is here, to my 
mind, that the true interest and excitement commences, and I am free to confess 
that for my part the noble art would be robbed of half its attractiveness and 
study were the capture of trout to depend upon half-a-dozen standard patterns. 
If I have in any way raised a question or opened up a subject which, by its 
discussion, will induce other and more able lovers of the rod than myself to give 
you their views and experiences, I feel that I shall be doing a service not only 
to myself, but to every other lover of fly-fishing. Lient Cast. 





DRY FLY-FISHING. 


By R. B. Marston. 


Many readers of the Gazertr have from time to time asked for particulars of 
this style of fishing ; so I propose to give a few hints from my own experience, 
in the hope that others may do the same and supplement or correct my notes. 

It is quite a mistake to imagine, as some anglers do, that this fascinating 
style of presenting the fly to the fish is only useful on our Southern streams 
because it is chiefly practised on them. I have found it answers equally well 
on such streams as the Dove, Wye, Yore, Rye, Coquet, Eden, and other North- 
country streams ; in fact, onany water where you see the fish feeding steadily 
on the natural fly floating down on the surface the dry fly will do its work. 

The rod should be stiff and light. I have noticed that nearly all dry-fly 
fishermen invariably use stiff rods ; in fact, they err on the side of over-stiffness 
in some cases, and giye their wrist far harder work than is at all necessary, A | 


tapered reel line, to which a tapered gut cast has been spliced, is what I prefer 
I can strongly recommend anglers to adopt the plan of splicing a length of 
stoutish gut to the reel line, and fastening the cast to this with the ordinary 
water-knot. The line casts better, and if you want to wind up very short the 
splice passes through the rings easily, Another advantage is that if it is windy 
there is no knot for your fly to catch in. As you want your reel line to float 
so as not to drown the fly, procure a bit of red deer’s fat and rub it on well to 
the last 30 or 40 yards of your line ; a piece the size of a big pea between a bit 
of wash-leather will be ample for one dressing. Not only does this simple plan 
make the line float wonderfully, but it also makes it cast better and run through 
the rings more easily. I have asked Mr. Wm. Mudford, of Tiverton, to procure 
some of titis fat, and he has promised to do so ; doubtless, in the season, any of 
the game dealers who sell venison could supply it. 

As a rule, one fly only is used, though it is just as easy to make two or three 
float as one. Almost any fly can be made to float; but the best for the purpose 
are those with divided upright wings, because they sit more naturally on the 
water and dry more quickly. I infinitely prefer flies dressed on eyed-hooks 
because you can select your own gut and alter it in a moment ; because they 
stand the rather trying drying process far better ; and because the nuisance of 
a killing fly becoming useless because the gut at the head is cracked is entirely 


obviated. Ihave never experienced any difficulty in fastening the fly on, some- 
times using Mr. Hall’s fastening, and sometimes Major Turle’s, both, I think, 
directions and illustrations :— 


sufficiently explained by the following 





METHOD OF FASTENING HALU’S EYED-HOOK TO THE GUT. 


Directions :—Take the hook between finger and thumb of the left hand, and push 
the gut through the eye (as shown by the arrow) ; take a turn round the shank, and 
back again through the eye. The end A, which should be not less than 14in. long, 
is then tied in a single knot round the long end of the gut. If the gut is well 
wetted and a gentle pull given, the single knot will slide down to the eye, and form 
a perfectly secure and rigid fastening, and the gut will stand out in the direction of 
EE shank of the hook. The superfluous end of A may be cut off quite close to 
the eye. 





ANOTHER METHOD OF FASTENING THE EyED-HOOK TO GUT. 


Major T. says, ‘“‘ You must put the end of the gut A through the eye on the side 
the point is on, then make the running noose B (simply a single knot made round 
the gut). When the noose is made, tighten the knot, and cut or bite off the end of 
the gut, then place the fly through the noose, as shown at C, and draw up tight. 
Wet the gut well before making the knots and pulling tight. The beauty of this 
fastening is that the gut has only to pass through the eye once, and as soon as it is 
threaded you may let it slip down the line (it can’t come off) while you hold the end 
and make the noose. Itisa great blessing in co'd weather. After alittle practice 
you use up not more than }in, of gut to each fly.” 


Having fastened your fly on, the next thing to do is to look for a rising fish, 
then get below him, and gradually let out enough line to enable you to drop 
the fly from 1 to 2ft. above him. If he is rising under your own bank, you 
have only to move your rod point slowly back so as not to pull on the line at 
all (if necessary, draw in a little lino with the left hand), and the fly 
will come sailing over him like a natural insect. If he rises, strike 
rather sharply down stream so as to pick up the slack line as quickly as 
possible ; if he refuses, let the fly float on for a few feet, ihen recover the line, 
and dry the fly preparatory to another cast. To dry the fly, you make half-a- 
dozen or so casts in the air without allowing the fly to touch the water ; this 
flicks all the water out of it, and then you carefully drop it over him again. 
The first cast is the most deadly by far ; but as long as the fish goes on rising 
you may get him to come at you. If it isa good fish, try a change of fly. If 
the fish is rising under the opposite bank, cast obliquely up to him, and take 
care to use more line than is actually necessary to cover him—i.e., instead of 
fully extending your rod towards the fish, check it when the fly settles a foot 
above the fish, and then extend the rod towards the fly, holding it low down and 
a little down stream. By doing this you neutralise the action of the stream to 
a considerable extent, as the pull does not come on the fly until it has passed 
the critical spot. If you cast a fully extended straight line across a stream, the 
fly begins. to drag almost instantly, and any drag is fatal (not to the fish) unless 
the fish are very green indeed, when they will often enough bulge out from the 
side at a dragging fly ; then strike when you see the wave caused by the fish 
begin to subside. Chub and dace seem to prefer a fly which drags a little, 
especially when they are lying close in to the side on a shallow. In all cases 
when you can do so cast straight up to yourfish. It often happens that you see 
a fish rising below you under your own bank, and the only way to reach him, 
on account of trees, grass, &c., is by a down stream cast, To puta dry fly over 
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a fish by casting down stream is not a difficult matter. Get your distance by 
letting out line while you are making false casts in the air ; then, when you judge 
you have enough line out to reach him, draw off another foot or two, make the 
cast so that the fly falls afoot above the fish, check the rod when the fly touches 
the water and before you have extended the rod fully, then drop the point and 
stretch the rod out towards the fish. In this way you get sufficient slack line 
to allow the fly to float without restraint over the fish, If he refuses, you must 
draw the fly back very slowly for a yard or two before lifting it from the water, 
or you will startle the fish and effectually “ put him down.” 

If a fish is rising under the opposite bank on a broad piece of water, do not 
make each false cast to dry the fly with the full line, as it tries the rod un- 
necessarily, and often scares the fish, In the first instance, to reach him, 
gradually let out line as you cast. backwards and forwards in the air. If he 
refuses, draw down with the left hand a yard or two of line through the rings 
before you begin to dry the fly, then gradually let it out as before. In this 
way your line is gradually lengthening while the fly is drying, and there is no 
strain of pulling the line from the water. This plan is very useful when you 
want to make an extra long cast : you cast towards the fish with as much line 
as you can command, and havea little slack in reserve held between the rod and 
the right hand. Before the impetus on the line given by the forward motion 
is exhausted, you release the line, and the slack is drawn out by the weight of 
the advancing line, which would otherwise be checked and fall short. It is 
impossible to make an extended cast of this kind unless your reel line has 
sufficient weight and your rod is stiff enough to carry it. The line being taper, 
and the thick part, metaphorically speaking, miles away from the fish, there is 
no practical objection to a heavy line, and its advantages are unquestionable. 

One of the great advantages of dry-fly fishing is that the lure, being on the 
surface and not under it, the fish do not detect its artificial nature nearly so 
easily; consequently, with practice, you can kill rising fish on still pools in bright 
water when the wet-fly fisher would pass on to the next stream. I frequently 
use a dry fly in rapid, almost broken water over a rising fish ; and if he won't 
take it dry, there is no difficulty about trying it wet—and I certainly do not go 
the length of some dry-flyers, who, if they cannot find a rising fish, don’t fish 
at all, 





CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, June Ist, at 
8.30 p.m.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

ILLEGAL FISHING IN THE RIVER LUA. 

On Saturday last, at Worship-street Police-court, before Mr. Bushby, there were 
five cases of fishing in the close season in the river Lea at Clapton. Mr. G. Corble, 
of the Lea Conservancy Board, prosecuted. The charges were proved by T. Verdun, 
fishery bailiff, and a member of an angling society, who had previously cautioned 
the defendants. Mr. Bushby sentenced them to a fine of 20s. each, and costs. R. 
Ghurney, fishery bailiff, attended to watch the cases on behalf of the Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation, from whose funds the rewards, the whole of the expenses of preserving the 
river, posting with notices the banks, and the salaries of bailiffs are paid. Since 
my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks, the receipt of 8s. 6d., from the 
donation box of the Alliance Angling Society,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of the above society took place at the club-house on Wednesday, 
the 20th inst., when a goodly number of members and friends sat down to do justice 
to the good cheer provided by our worthy landlord, Mr. Woodeock. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. Elton, of ours, faced by Mr. Holmes, of the Globe Angling Society. 
After ‘“‘The Health of the Queen and Royal Family ” had been duly honoured, Mr. 
Young played a pianoforte solo, “En Route,” with great taste. The chainman 
followed with a song, ‘ Balaclava,” which was well rendered. The vice-chairman 
then gave “ Never, Boys, give way to Sorrow,” which he sang in a very expressive 
manner. Our trusty hon. sec., Mr. Jennings, then sang “Sweethearts and Wives,” 
and that it was a favourite was proved by the way in which everyone joined in the 
chorus. The chairman then asked everyone to drink to “ The Success of the Anglers’ 
Association, coupled with the name of Mr. Ghurney,” who had honoured us with his 
presence. ‘That gentleman responded in a well-chosen speech, thanking anglers for 
the manner in which they supported the association,, and hoped they would continue 
to merit the support which the Bostonians and other clubs gave them. In conclu- 
sion, he asked visitors present to drink to “ The Success of the Bostonian Angling 
Society,” coupled with the name of Mr. Jennings, the indefatigable hon. sec., 
whom he highly eulogised. Mr, Jennings, in responding, said that Mr. Ghurney 
praised him too highly ; but he hoped to continue to have the confidence of all his 
brother anglers fora long time to come, and thanked them for the hearty manner in 
which they had drunk his health. Mr. Woodcock next proceeded to distribute the 
prizes, the principal winners being Messrs. Jennings, Jamieson, Taylor, Brothers, 
Constable, Elton, Cooper, &c. Mr. Jennings next proposed “The Health of the 
Visitors,” which was responded to by Mr. Humphreys (Little Independent) and Mr, 
Bourner (South London), “The Health of Mr, Woodcock” next followed, proposed 
by Mr. Burningham, and drunk with musical honours. Mr. Woodcock, in reply, said 
that nothing gave him greater pleasure than to be among them, and hoped that it 
would not be the last time they would meet together so amicably. The following 
gentlemen contributed to the harmony during the evening : Messrs. Constable, Barr, 
Grist, Marchant, Graham, Keel, Pearson, Lamer, Eddicott, Faulkner, and last, but 
not least, Mr. Woodcock, who wanted a lot of persuading, but who gave us a song in 
first-rate style.—C. B. 





BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Wednesday evening, 
20th inst., at the Grove Tavern, Grove-place, when we had a large attendance of 
members (which I should like to see more frequent). Three new members were 
unanimously elected—Messrs. Coombes, Weyer, and Rowe. Other important busi- 
ness of the society was got through, which consisted of a few rules being altered, 
An increase in the size of bream to llin., and roach Yin. A proposition by Mr. C. 
Brown, “ That a committee for prizes be formed,” was carried, and the following 
members elected :—Messrs. Brown, Dutton, Ray, Ducker, and Sparrow.—H. E, M, 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our concert and distribution of prizes took place on the 20th inst., and proved 
very successful. Mr. J. Penn occupied the chair, and faced in the vice by Mr. G. 
Norris, Mr. Hampsted favoured us with his company and harmonium, and played 
some pretty selections, while the following gentlemen contributed to the harmony :— 
Mr. Penn, “ Ever Welcome, Friends ;”” Mr, Norris, “ Playmate Jack ;” Mr. Cavanagh, 
“Dear Old Pals;’’ encore, ‘‘ How Does he do It. 2” ; Mr, J. Ingram, “ White Squall ;” 
Mr, Johnson, “ John Bully ;” Mr. Burwash, “ Little Hero ;” Mr. Bowley, “Sailing ;” 
Mr. Lawrence, of the Globe, ‘“ Powder Monkey ;” Mr. W. Long, “Sally and I ;” Mr. 
Sparrow, of the Convivial, “ Agricultural Girl;” Mr, Hampsted, “I am going out 
to Town ;” Mr. Davies, “Tom Bowling ;” Mr. Thorling, of the St. John’s, “Say 
Farewell ;” encore, “ Ehren on the Rhine ;” Mr, Brockwell, a song ; Mr, T. Welch, 
“The Cold Man ;” Mr. Neal, of the Eustonian, “Carrier Jack ;” Mr. Moore, of the 
Eustonian, recitation, “ Crack Doctor ;” Mr. Richards, of the Eustonian, ‘ The Old 
Mulberry Tree ;” and Mr. Rayment, of the Star, a reading. At 11 o’clock the last 
quarterly balance sheet was read, which showed the receipts £11 5s, 93d, ; expendi- 





ture, £7 Os, 8d.; due to the society, 10s. 5d.; cash in reserved fund, £1 4s. 6d., 
leaving a balance in hand of £6 0s. 53d., which is very good considering we have 
only been amalgamated nine months. Then came the prizes, Mr, Pratt’s prize, 
won by Mr. H. Long; Mr. Penn’s prize, won by Mr. W. Burwash; Mr. 
W. Burwash’s prize, won by Mr. Johnson; Mr. Johnson’s prize, won by 
Mr. Noble; Mr. Noble’s prize, won by Mr. J. Ingram; Mr. W. Long’s prize, 
won by Mr, G. Ingram ; Mr., Pratt’s prize, won by Mr. Walter; Mr. Welch’s prize, 
won by Mr. Johnson; Mr. J. Ingram’s prize, won by Mr. W. Long; Mr. Penn’s 
prize, won by Mr.. S.. Cavanagh; club prize, won by Mr. Wallis ; 
Mr. Willcockson, won by Mr. Norris; Mr. Welch, won by Mr, Johnson, Mr. J. 
Ingram’s prize, not won; Mr. Norris, not won; Mr, Pratt, won by Mr. H. Long ; 
Club, won by Mr. Norris; Mr. Walter, won by Mr. Norris; Mr. Pratt, 
won by Mr. Johnson; Club, 10s. 6d, won by Mr. Welch; Mr. Thorling St, 
John’s, won by Mr, Wallis; Mr. Cavanagh, won by Host Pratt. That 
being the end, the new list was started for the ensuing season by Mr, 
Pratt, £3 3s,; Mr. Penn, £1 1s.; Mr. Edwards, 10s. 6d.; Mr. Norris, 10s. 6d. ; Mr. 
Walter, 10s. 6d. ; Mr. Davis, 10s. 6d.: Mr. H. Long, 10s. 6d.; Mr. Cavanagh, 10s. 6d. ; 
Mr. J. Ingram, 10s. 6d.; Messrs. Welch, Altridge, Lily, and Jones a prize each ; and 
then Mr. Thorling, St. Johns, Mr. Dingley, Great Northern Brothers ; Mr. Rogers, 
Sir Hugh Myddleton ; the Eustonian Angling Society, and W. Burwash contributed 
various prizes for the opening day at Dagenham Lake. Many thanks to those gen- 
tlemen who contributed to the harmony and prize-list. A special general meeting 
will take place next Wednesday, June 3rd, for the election of new officers, to arrange 
the prize-list, and other very important business will be brought forward, when I 
hope all the members will attend by nine o’clock sharp.—W. H, BURWASH, JUN., 
sec, 


GOLDEN BARBELL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

All members are hereby summoned to attend at headquarters on June 2nd, for 
the purpose of making arrangements for the supper, and also the distribution of 
prizes. “A word, ye golden fishes, from your servant,” who claims your indulgence 
for no report of your proceedings, or announcement of your last smoking concert of 
the season appearing in the GAZETTE of the 23rd. On the 21st he left a letter at 
the office ; but, alas! it was not until the 27th he discovered that he had left the 
wrong letter, and the letter that Mr. Hditor ought to have had on the 21st was 
stowed away in your seryant’s pocket-book. The “Penalty of the Golden Valley” 
will be most willingly submitted to by—PIXIE. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

It is particularly requested that all members of this society that desire their new 
privilege by the 16th of June, shall come to the clubhouse and give in their names 
and addresses for same, as no privileges will be obtained without ; the same applies to 
the benevolent card; also our return visit takes place on Monday next, June Ist, 
when I hope to have the company of as many friends as can make it convenient to 
attend. Mr. W. H. Snook, chairman; Mr. George Huggett, vice-chairman, Chair 
taken at 8.30,—R. MURPHY. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. Selif 
The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s-ayenue, Basinghall-street. Dr. Defriez presided, 
and among those present were J. Walker, Captain Alfred, and Messrs. Bentley, 
Bartlett, Crumplen, Sowerbutts, and Rowland Beevor. There were also several 
visitors, including three gentlemen from the Cavendish Angling Society, The 
minutes having been read and confirmed, letters were read from Messrs. Terry 
and Sons, of Redditch, and the Good Intent Angling Society. Dr. Defriez 
and Mr. Bartlett were unanimously elected auditors of the past year’s 
accounts. Mr. Beevor exhibited a remarkable specimen of a spinning bait 
used by the New Zealanders in sea-fishing. A very interesting discussion upon 
“hooks ” took place, in which most present joined. The usual vote of thanks to the 
chairman concluded the business of the evening. Tuesday next being the annual 
meeting, in accordance with the rules the election of officers will take place, and 
the report of the auditors presented ; after this, Dr. Brunton will give an account 
of the recent Loch Leven competition, in which, as the representative of the Gresham 
Society, he succeeded in winning the first prize. The next monthly smoking concert 
will take place on the following Tuesday, June 9th. The secretary will be pleased 
to hear from gentlemen willing to render any assistance, and arrangements are 
being made, through the kindness of Mr. Godwin, for a paper on Cod-fishing in 
Norway, at an early date.—H. 


HOLBORN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

The above society was incorporated at the Foresters’ Hall, May 18th, and held 
their first meeting at the George, Brook-street, Holborn, W.C., on Wednesday, 20th 
inst., when the rules were read by the secretary and carried unanimously. The 
following gentlemen added to the harmony of the evening : Messrs. Pope (treasurer), 
J. Daniels (chairman), Glover, Ladbury, W. H. Daniels, Harris, Wire, Hart, Men- 
crena, Bull, T. Pope, jun., Furniss, &c, This society will meet on Wednesday next, 
27th inst., to enrol members, &c.—H. T. COLLINGWOOD, sec. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The next return visit on the Western District will take place at the above society 
on June 2nd, when we hope that as many brother members will attend as can make 
it convenient.—B, CLARK, sec. 


THE LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, ; 

We had a fair attendance of members at our meeting last week ; but beyond the 
ordinary routine business nothing of importance came to the front. A copy of the 
“Compleat Angler,” a reprint of the original work 1633, was presented to the library 
by Mr. R. Roberts, on behalf of his friend Mr. Hopley. Our competition 
in the Vyrnwy, on Whit-Monday, was attended by twenty-five members ; 
but in consequence of a steady downpour of rain for several hours from the 
commencement of fishing sport was at a minimum. Snow-water also added to this 
drawback, effectually preventing heavy or even medium takes of fish, On weighing- 
in, the scales gave the following results :—Trout: Mr. Sergencson, Ist, Mr. Kinsey, 
2nd, Coarse fish: Mr, J. H. Jones, Ist, Mr. H. Francis, 2nd, and Mr. Rawsthorme 
3rd. Theparty then partook of one of Mr. Baugh’s famous dinners, after which, 
feeling somewhat better, everyone started for home, hoping for fairer luck next 
time.—RD. WooLFALL, hon. sec. 


* 





MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The above society meets every Wednesday and Sunday during the season at 8 p.m., 
at the Radnor Arms, King Henry’s-walk, Ball’s Pond-road, London, N. President, 
Mr. F, Ashton ; secretary, Mr, A,May. Secretaries please note. 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper and distribution of prizes took place at our headquarters, the 
Shepherd and Flock, Great Swan-alley, Moorgate-street, on the 21st, under the pre 
sidency of Mr, Clark, supported by Mr. Melbourne as vice, a goodly number of mem~ 
bers and friends being present. The catering of mine host was in his usual excellent 
style, the cooking and serving of which was highly eulogised by several friends, 
After the cloth was removed, the usual loyal and patriotic toasts were given and duly 
honoured, and the chairman started the harmony with “A Sailor's Wife,’’ which 
went on merrily until the pleasing and gratifying distribution of the prizes to the 
winners, viz., Messrs. Goll, Rook, Savage, Melbourne, King, Haydock, and myself ; 
Mr, Goll being the champion of the year with five prizes. Harmony was then again 
taken up and carried on till the small hours arrived ; between the various songs the 
following toasts were given : “ Kindred Societies,” “The North-Eastern Angling 
Society,” “The Press,’ “The Chairman,” “The Vice-chair,” “The Host and 
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Hostess,’” &e. Imust not omit to mention the names of those gentlemen who 


mainly contributed to the pleasure of the evening with their songs, viz., Mr. Mel- 
bourne, The Drummer Boy’’ ; Mr. Probyn, Tom Bowling ’’ and “ The Meeting of 
the Waters ” ; Mr. Lowe, “The Powder Monkey” and “The Light Brigade” ; Mr, 
Hall, “‘ Down by the River Side” ; Mr. Savage, a reading from Shakespeare, ‘ King 
John”; Mr, Rook, ‘The Huntsman”; Mr. Sterling, comic song ; Mr. Pearce, cornet 
‘solo; Mr, Perry,‘ Lovely Woman” ; Mr. Swift, ‘“‘ The Anchor’s Weighed ” and “ Live 
Like a Lord,” All having thoroughly enjoyed themselves departed, congratulating 
one another on the pleasant evening spent.—G, T, FLETCHER, sec. 


PHGNTX ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Tuesday evening next, June 2nd, a special meeting will be held, when all 
members are requested to attend for business of importance, finishing prize-list, 
privilege tickets, sc.—W. ELBoury, sec. 


en __ THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
Dr. Brunton occupied the chair in his usual able manner at the ordinary meeting 
of the above society held last Wednesday at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. 


Amongst the numerous gathering were Messrs. T, Gillat, T. R. Sachs; R, C. Blundell, ’ 


E. Foreman, E, Walker, A. L. Godwin, J. Hill, H. Gray, D. Goodger, E. Bennett, W. 
B, Adlington, J. P. Wheeldon, and the hon. sec. Messrs. C. H. Hoffman and A. W. 
Parker were present as visitors. _The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
disposed of, the chairman presented the society’s library with a yaluable work on 
angling, published by Robert Tighe, This little volume appeared to be a perfect 
“multum in parvo” of the art of angling, and contained two capitally-coloured 
plates of artificial flies. Mr. F. H. Lemann presented a well set-up specimen of 
wrasse, and said that the addition of salt-water specimens to the society’s museum 
would be a great advantage. The present specimen had weighed over 41b. when 
caught, and he was indebted to his friend Captain Alfred for the colouring,as the 
preseryer had unfortunately omitted to make a note of the beautiful colours of the 
freshly-caught fish, An interesting discussion then followed on the habits, habitat, 
and capture of the wrasse and other sea fish, in which the chairman, Mr. T. R. 
- Sachs, and others took part. This was concluded by a hearty vote of thanks, pro- 
posed by the last-named gentleman, and carried with acclamation, to Mr. F. H. 
Lemann for his handsome present. Several members had been out fishing, amongst 
them Mr. R. C, Blundell, who had been trouting’ in water belonging 
to the Newbury Association; but the elements were unpropitious during the 
early part of the day, and the riparian proprietor above. was busy 
mudding the river and weed cutting, thereby rendering the water absolutely unfish- 
able. It was only late in the evening after the mudding operations were concluded 
that the water cleared, and Mr. Blundell managed to take five fish with the fly; but 
only one of these was sizeable. On another occasion Mr. Blundell was fly-fishing in 
the Thames, and rose a trout of 5lb. twice; but unfortunately the fish rose short, 
and, therefore, was not hooked. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, after some humorous remarks 
anent house-cleaning, said that he had again visited the Thames in the neighbour- 
_ hood of Hampton with his double-handed fly-rod, and using a large Alexandra, rose 
a fish of about 101b. or 12lb. ; but the point of hook being broken, he was unable to 
add another Thames trout to his record. Mr. J, P. Wheeldon concluded his remarks 
by thanking Mr. T. R. Sachs for his admirable contributions to Land and Water. 
Dr. Brunton had two nice trout on the table weighing 2lb. 10o0z., which came from 
the upper waters of the Lea. Several members were anxious to hear the doctor’s 
experiences at Loch Leven; but these were rightly reserved for next Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Gresham club, The health of the “ Visitors” was responded to by 
Mr, A. W. Parker, and the chairman then proposed ‘The Continued Prosperity of 
the Piscatorial Society,” which having been duly honoured, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon 
closed the business of the evening by a neat little speech, moving a vote of thanks to 
the chairman,—R, B, 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
Several of the members during the holidays visited Wimbledon Lake to see what 
* sport was going on, Haying seen several nice carp taken on the 24th, the temptation 
was too great to resist on the part of Mr. R. Chanty, who on Tuesday paid the lake 
another visit with his rod, and succeeded in capturing a handsome carp going 10j1b, 
which he has handed over to Mr. D. Millar, of Hast-street, Old Kent-road, to be 
preserved. At the meeting held on the 20th, business commenced at 9 o’clock sharp, 
in consequence of the delegates having to give in their report from the Anglers’ 
Association, which report was received with much satisfaction. The members do 
hope and trust that the Brighton and South Coast Railway Company will include 
New Cross with Victoria and London Bridge, where the privilege-ticket can be used. 
It will not only be a great boon to several members of this society, but also to many 
societies in Bermondsey, New Cross, Deptford, Greenwich, and Woolwich. The 
other business having been gone through, the rest of the evening was devoted to 
conversation and light amusement. All members are informed that June 38rd will 
be quarter-day to this society, and are given to understand that the new rules will be 
strictly enforced. Members requiring privilege tickets, or Benevolent tickets, are 
requested to send in their names and addresses at once. Tickets for the South London 


competition at Horley, on June 28th, are now ready, and can be had of the secretary. . 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of ten copies of “The Broads and Rivers of 
Norfolk.” As the donor is unknown, I take this means of returning to him the 
sincere thanks of the members for them coupled, with those of —PIXIE. 





ROYAL PISCATORIALS. : 

Several of the members of this society are desirous of re-establishing it under the 
roof of their old esteemed friend, Mr. T. Hughes, who has now settled down at the 
New Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth. Members and friends interested are invited 
to attend a preliminary meeting at the above house on the 31st, at 8.30 p.m., and not 
3.30, as stated in a contemporary last week.—PIXIE. 


STOCKTON ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The members of the Stockton Angling Association held their opening competition 
on Monday, the 25th inst. Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, 
a large number of splendid trout were brought to grass, The following is a list of 
the successful competitors : Messrs, Moody, Lawes, Gibson, Mathews, Mainwaring, 
Roundtree, Brown, Emmerson, Thompson, Metcalf, and Shaw. After the members 
and friends had partaken of luncheon, a very enjoyable night was spent in songs, 
recitations, &c. A recitation given by Mr. Thompson, entitled “‘ The Ragged Boy,” 
deserves comment.—W, LAWES. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual dinner of the above will take place at the club-house on Tuesday, 
June 9th. Members and friends intending to be present on that occasion will please 
communicate with the secretary not later than the 6th inst. The presentation of 
prizes will take place on Tuesday, June 2nd.—T. GRETTON, sec. 





SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

Societies enrolled with the above are informed that the next return visit will he 
to the Original Anglers’ Pride, the Five Bells, Bermondsey-square, Bermondsey, on 
Monday, June 8th. Members of the Peckham Perseverance, do not forget. Yours 
will be the next,—PIXIE, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

Members and friends are hereby reminded that the last smoking concert of the 
season will be on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, and will take place in the 
large room at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland-road, Walworth, on June 11. | Mr. 
H. Bayley will preside. Several gentlemen, well known for their entertaining abilities, 
haye promised to attend on that occasion.—PIXI5, 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIATY. 


The weekly meeting of the above society took place, as usual, on Tuesday evening 
at the Pelican Hotel, All Saint’s-road, Westbourne Park, W., Mr. G. Hyans presiding, 
when various matters of interest were brought before those present. It.was decided 
to have a smoking concert at the society’s club-house on Tuesday evening, the 9th 
June, when presentation of a silver goblet and other prizes will be made to 
the fortunate winners. Special musical preparations arebeing made, in the hope of 
securing a good attendance. Members of angling societies, therefore, who choose 
to pay-a visit on this occasion are cordially invited, as the large room will accom- 
modate a good number. A sweepstakes, as usual, to take place in the Thames between 
the 16th and 21st June, was arranged, and by the fact that every member present 
entered his name, it isa sure sign of their being anxious to commence operations 
once more. During the evening Mr. R. F. Lines arrived with a handsome trout from 
the Thames, taken by him on Monday, weighing 5lb. 450z, The fish gave unusually 
good sport, and was in the best-of condition. Its tail was minus a small portion, so 
we conclude this is not the first) time of being captured. This makes the third fish this 
season to the credit of Mr. Lines, he haying a short time back a brace weighing 81b, 
Mr. H. Beatley also recorded a trout of 2}lb. from Cookham. Members who have 
not yet applied for their privilege tickets are asked to give in their names at once to 
the hon. sec. (Mr. H. Thompson), to prevent any disappointment in haying them 
when required for use, as the old tickets expire on the 15th June, 


WOOLWICH INVICTA ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The members of the above club-held their nineteenth annual dinner on Wednes- 
day, 20th inst., at their club-house, the Golden Marine, Frances-street, Woolwich, 
when about thirty-five sat down. The dinner, which was served in the usual grand 
style by our worthy host and brother member, Mr. W. Davis, was heartily enjoyed 
by all present. Mr. C. Jolly presided, faced by Mr. C, Jones, and after the usual 
loyal toasts he proposed “The Health of Mr. F. Latham,” their hon. sec., who, he stated, 
had done his work well for the past season. Mr. Latham briefly replied, thanking 
them for having so cordially drank his health, and said he was pleased to think he 
held the post of secretary to what he considered the premier angling society in the 
neighbourhood ; it was he believed, the first club of the kind started in Woolwich, 
and as long as he remained their secretary he would endeavour to do his duty. Mr, 
C. Jolly then proceeded to distribute the prizes, addressing a few words of hearty 
congratulation to each fortunate recipient, and trusted that those members who had 
not taken a prize last season would be more successful the next. The first 
prize, an elegant silver-plated tea and coffee service, was taken by Mr. F, 
Latham; 2nd, by Mr. G. Knight; 3rd, Mr. J. Perry; 4th, Mr. C. Jenner ; 
5th, Mr. J. Sillery ; 6th, Mr. G. Walker ; 7th, Mr. H. Gardner; 8th, Mr, W. Davis; 
9th, Mr. J. King; 10th, Mr. C. Jones. The prizes for largest fish were taken as 
follows :—Barbel, Mr. F. Latham ; chub, Mr. J. Perry ; bream, Mr. I’, Latham ; roach, 
Mr. G. Knight, Mr. F. Latham ; perch, Mr. F. Latham; dace, Mr. G. Walker and 
Mr. F. Latham. These prizes: were well-contested, Messrs. Knight and Latham 
tieing on five different occasions with a nice roach of Ib. 3$0z. each time, and the 
prize was ultimately divided. The dace caused a good competition, being held by nearly 
all the members in turn ; Messrs, Walker and Latham, however, the last week of the 
season weighing in a nice dace each of 9}0z., thus dividing the prize. The chub prize 
taken by Mr. Perry was also a good competition, that gentleman, however, 
weighing in a nice fish of 2Ib. 120z, A barbel of 41b, 120z., and a bream of 31b. 6o0z., 
were respectivelytaken by Mr. F.Latham, thussucceeding in landing two very nice prizes 
for that lucky gentleman. The fortunate prize winners were all cheered as they 
walked up to receive their various prizes, Mr. Latham coming in for quite an ova- 
tion. The hon, sec. then thanked the donors of the past season for their kindness in 
having subscribed towards the handsome prizes that had just been presented. He 
would now ask them to come forward once again, and in answer to his call nearly 
£20 were subscribed by the following gentlemen :—Mr. Davis, £1 10s. ; Mr. Levitt, 
£1 11s. 6d. ; Messrs. C. Howlett, W. Lomax, G. Weaver, £1 1s. each. The following 
gave half a guinea each:—Messrs. J. Wickens, W. Kay, R. Swaisland, G. Knight, 
C. W. Jones, W. Hawkins, L. Fleming, B. Cook, G. Walker, F. Latham, C. Jenner, 
C. Jolly, J. Perry, J. Tillery, J. Shipston, T. Howlett, A. Taylor, C. McKnight, 
F, Lindley, W. Muddick, C. Jones, H. Gardner, W. Chambers, R. Whatson, and Mrs. 
Davis. The toast of “ Our Visitors” was next on the list, coupled with the names of 
Messrs. Kay, Lomax, and Levitt, who each spoke of the pleasure it gave them to be 
present on the occasion, and wished the club continued prosperity. The toast, 
“The Woolwich Fishing Club,’ having been duly honoured, Mr. J. Shipston, on 
behalf of the Woolwich Brothers, said he was pleased to see so many gentlemen 
present on this occasion—some of the best fishermen, he believed, in the town, and 
he trusted that the Invicta and Woolwich. Brothers would have many 
outings together during the forthcoming season, Mr. ©. Howlett, of 
the Howick Brothers, then said it gave him great pleasure to he 
present, and hoped to see the members of the three clubs acting in 
unison together. ‘The toast, ‘“ Our Host and Hostess,” was then given with all the 
honours, three hearty cheers being given for Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis, in responding, 
said he was pleased to seeso many anglers present, He was, ‘he believed, the first 
man to introduce angling to Woolwich ; the Invicta Club was started by him nine- 
teen years ago, and was still in a flourishing condition, and he hoped it would still 
continue to be so. The majority of the members of the other Woolwich clubs had 
at some time or other been members of the Invicta, so that he wished them all 
hearty success. He thanked the company present on behalf of Mrs. Davis and him- 
self, and hoped the club would have as successful a season as the last. The re- 
mainder of the evening was devoted to harmony, Mr. J. Perry opening the proceed- 
ings with “Welcome Friends ”. Mr. Mascall obliged with “Down Went the 
Captain”; Mr. Fleming with “Jack’s Every Inch a Sailor” ; Mr. Latham with 
“ Roses Underneath the Snow” ; Mr. G. Weaver favoured the company with “The 
Farmer's Boy,” given with all his accustomed vigour ; Mr. Kay with ‘“ Oh, to Think 
of It”; Mr. Levitt with “ Shelling Green Peas”; whilst Mr. W. Muddick with “ Hunt- 
ing the Boar,” met with a most cordial reception. Messrs. Lindley, Howlett, King, 
Jenner, Jones, &c., also contributed to the success of the evening. A vote of thanks 
was passed to Messrs. W. Muddick, jun., who presided at the piano, and Mr. Peterson 
the violin, the music being one of the features of the evening. The health of the 
chairman was then proposed by the vice-chair, which was heartily responded to. 
The evening’s entertainment was concluded with “ Auld Lang Syne.” 
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Expostne Esis ror SALE.—At the Kidderminster Police-court, on the 22nd inst., 
William Bowdler, a fish salesman, was charged with exposing eels for sale in the 
Kidderminster Market on the 14instant. It was explained that from March 15 to 
June 15 was the “close season” for freshwater fish. During that time it was illegal 
not only to catch such fish, but to expose them for sale. All fish that were at any time 
to be found in fresh waters, whether they were migratory or not, with the exception 
of salmon, were “ freshwater fish” within the meaning of the Act. For the defence 
it was stated that the fish in question were caught in the Shannon, in Ireland, and 
that they did not come within the scope of the Act. Witnesses were called, including 
Mr. Price, fish salesman, of the Birmingham Market Hall, to prove this. Mr. Vicker- 
staff, wholesale fish merchant, of Birmingham, stated that eels were being constantly 
sold in the Birmingham market. The Bench fined defendant 1s. and costs. Mr. 
Dawes said the case was one in which Birmingham fish dealers felt considerable in- 
terest, and the decision of the Bench would be appealed against. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28, per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 
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ahh aegis Send for Samples. Free to all Applicants. _ PA cecontlonal 
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6-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


Metal Centred Rods or ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. London, 1883. 


Lines are genuine. 


We supply on the 





following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


N, Edi f the FIsHING GAZETTE, sends (under date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“I have used the New ACME 
“ pane » Tire re Heel for trout fishing) last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR ir.—I am, yours faithfully, R. B. MARSTON.” 
Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Field) says :—* Your Acme ‘ Improved’ line is 80 GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No. 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 


It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. Iam recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” ON LABEL, 


Manufactured by D. and W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 


SALMON & TROUT FISHING. — J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 
C HA >: F AR [-» O W & Co., Improved Eyed Single, Double; 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 


Hooks ra arery upon an entirely new 

W principle, invented and patented by us, are 

191, STRAN D, London, .C., much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
—_ erere 


9 better in every way than any hitherto made. 
‘gsi Farlow’s 4 Double Hooks are e 


PINNING, 


























pee | piss The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
New Patent = ] SS A adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
Lever Salmon = SS C PY Cat iT ar May Flies. They are finished a light bronze 
s = colour, which is much less conspicuous in 3 eo 
Winch Box melee than the old black japan, and are ¥ 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefull ‘ : 
(Can be regulated to any FOR HOLDING tempered. pring y (PATENT NO. 15,730) 


stiffness at will). 2 
SoHE ES ell) EYED TROUT Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 


been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
FLIES & CASTS. hold their own as the BEST in the market, 


es ee Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 
Improved tb » | Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSH, 
FE ld 7 The PER F E CT large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
Oo ing on “ Warner's Patent Improved Hyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 
Trout Double Taper Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ’? Eyed- 
ooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 


Solid Plaited Improved Waterproof Braided Silk Lines, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 


Silk Trout Fly Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 


Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 

Li Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “ Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

(Very Light). ne. New “Patent” Regulating Reels—Strike-from-the-Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 


The “DESIDERATUM’” BASKET, invented ine G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. Round Folding Wood Ring and Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. x Fetentes ” Spring Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
2 : ; fastening. 


TELEPHONE No. 2 ,620. Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 


arner’s ‘Registered ” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish. 


JAMES OGDEN. | Now Rajustable Soa Holder (feeraa,” Poem eters Frent 
9 Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 
28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JANES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, CONTENTS. 


Landing 
Nets 











Regd, Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved ° atte 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s, ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. * a : "| : ; . . ; 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. CN.B.—AU rights reserved in articles published on this paper) 
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rere reer ae a Occasional Notes “....°".... |... 2641 Trish "Notes =...) .0 eee 
———— se The Philosophy of Fly-Tying ... 255] Scotch Notes ... fale ae wee 26 
PRICE Dry Fly-Fishing ee fs ... 255! Correspondence Aor ao oon 2b] 
“ An excellent fly-rod."—FISHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 
The apes and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the : 
igh estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. R IV = R R a PO RTS. 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
a a a et ete Sd al eae i cL 





A To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
C A LL E D O N | A N i~| O ; - L y time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 30 mines for Chie. 





ee ae 45 Ae Hammersmith, . 
aus old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 0 Barnes, 

especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with Add ‘ Kew. 

refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. oy ze sen 
This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 19 ” Richmond. 

QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 80 iy Twickenham, 

within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 85 Teddington 

otek ies patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, i ; TT he Hike 

FFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. :—If it is hi r at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Héte peuer oe dee ee bit s 


dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Ter and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s, per day. Visitors can at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 


arrange for full board at 8s.6d, per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES,—Rvening Fi Sitti om Fi 
sil E . 6d. A, ES. g re, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 3s. 6d. ; “ For TimEs or H1GH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


sucking Rooms, ‘Private Sitting Noome: eee ee ee dans inno spaolous Dining, Billard, ond Morning. Afternoon, 

ant Night Porters always in attendance. “French, German, and Italian spoken. Saturday, May 300... ws 243 ee oe 3.1 
Sunde Sl Peas nee 3.19 Scie ees 3.36 

TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS Mondagy © Jandel Sess, 3 ae 


AS vee 4.28 6 se 4.45 
5.3 ‘ge oie 5.21 
5.41 Ane ose 6.2 

6.24 aoe sas 6.49 


OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. Tuesday, . 

7p KH oO M Wednesday, 4 

Largest and Oldest American OMA SH R c H U B B b) 2 Thursday, ” 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE HORM ates Friday, 


American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishin 5 
: ee Shing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &¢, iver Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— ; KP River Reporters whi forms and encelopes’ should Sand a post Care ty the 


THOMAS H, CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A, 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


© In about another fortnight the general angling season will have commenced, and 
not a bit too soon, as the fish have been so very late in spawning this year, especially 
the roach, which, from the reports, are unusually backward, doubtless owing to the 
cold winds which have so long prevailed; but there is some prospect now, it is 
hoped, of a milder and more agreeable change. There was no expection during the 
Whitsuntide holidays of the trout anglers visiting the river to any extent, as the 
water at that time is too thickly covered with boats, and occupied with another 
class of aquatic beings. Notwithstanding the rain that has fallen, the river is said 
to be in good condition ; it was so on Wednesday, and William Milbourne, from East 
Moulsey, remarked, “the fish are showing well.” At the end of last week there was 
a piece of welcome news of.a splendid trout being taken, of 84lb., opposite the 
Orleans Club at Twickenham, making the third taken about there in the last three 
or four weeks. The fortunate captor was Mr. Turner, the proprietor of one of the 
local hostelries, who has put it in the hands of one of his neighbours for preserva- 
tion, and it is hoped there will be no failure in setting it up asa specimen fish. At 
Hampton Court, on Tuesday, Mr. Paine, of East Moulsey, fishing with Thomas 
Wheeler, caught a very handsome trout of 91b. At Sunbury, Mr. EH. H. Alger, one 
of the local tradesmen, caught a brace of trout opposite to Mr. Clarke’s boathouse, 
one of the fish weighing 31b., and the other 231b., and on fly-fishing at the Weir he 
hooked a good fish, which he estimated at 8lb., but it managed to break away. At 
Penton Hook, a gentleman, fishing with Alfred Harris, caught a nice trout of 
3lb, 20z.; and Mr. Mason, fishing with Charles Hone, got one of 3lb. At Staines, 
Mr. Blackman, fishing with John Keene, secured a good fish of 73lb. There is also 
the report from Staines of Mr. T. Cousins, of Egham Hythe, taking two fine fish 
near Mr. Finch’s Mill, one weighing 641b., and the other 53lb. During the brief 
interval of the next fortnight it will behove the trout anglers to be on the move, if 
they wish to have the river all to themselves. There isa fine prospect of the barbel 
fishers, when the close season ends, getting some of the good trout, and although 
thay cannot help it, the capture of one of them by the tail end of a lob is never 


regarded as a good story. 
UPPER THAMES. 


“ The river Thames in the upper regions is high, in consequence of recent heavy 
rain, but otherwise is in the best of trim for trout work. I have lately stated that 
the best trout fishing to be obtained in England for big fish is to be had on grand 
old Thames, at the present moment, and those anglers who go farther than Windsor, 
Maidenhead, Marlow, Hurley, or Henley from London, will be stupid. A fish of 81b. 
has been had at Benson by a gentleman who doesn’t wish his name mentioned. I 
should like to have suffered from his complaint, and wouldn’t mind my name being 
in the GAZETTE. At Hambledon, seven fish have been had, the best going 5lb. 
Thursday evening : River in fine fettle for trout, the sun of yesterday and to-day 
bringing the beauties to have a look atus. In a little trip of three miles yesterday, 
I distinctly saw some ten good fish feeding, and heard of the capture of four take- 


able ones.—MARLOW Buzz, 
Thames (Datchet). 

Thad begun to think it was allup with trout fishing. The change in the weather 
has put them on the move. Out with R. T. Lines, Esq., on the 24th ; saw several 
fish on the move. Got a beauty, 6lb., with a patron on the 26th. In the morning, 
ran a good fish and lost him, Another patron in the afternoon lost another. Out 
yesterday evening with a patron; took a pretty little fish 3lb. J. Bentley, in the 
Fleet on the 24th, took a fish 331b. Going out again to-day. Shall not be home in 
time to catch the post. Prospects most encouraging.—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Eynsham). 


There have been a few gentlemen from London down this week trying for trout ; 
but I have only heard of one being successful, Mr. Howes, on Monday, at Pinkhill 
Weir, taking one at 541b. He caught another of about 2lb., which he returned, 
sportsmanlike, as there are several yery good fish abouthere. I hope soon to be able 

_ to report the capture of one of the large ones. The water is in splendid order, and 
the agreeable change in the weather has brought the May Fly up.—W. B. Hows. 


Thames (Sonning). 


The water has been all you could wish for fishing ; there are several good trout to 
be seen feeding. The other week Mr. Lee got a nice one about 7lb.; he was out 
yesterday and got two chub over 41b. each, which he put back again; a gentleman 
with Andrews, from Maidenhead, caught one 14in. long, which he put back; he 
caught a very nice one on the 24th inst. just below Sonning Bridge. There are 
some good fish to be seen at the present time by looking over the bridge. 

James Andrews, fisherman, King-street, Maidenhead, will fish at Sonning this 
summer, and is open for engagements.—W. H. 


Thames (Windsor). 


The Whitsun holidays, although extremely rough and cold, did not deter a few of 
the more enthusiastic from trying the trout in the few places where freedom could 
be enjoyed from the zigzag course so generally adopted by the Bank-holiday folk 
when boating. I wonder what Mr. Howard, of the “ Friendly Anglers,” thought 

. after landing one of the finest Thames trout, as regards make and shape, that ever 
swam, when one of these gentry put the question, “ What does the brute weigh”? 
This fish, which I measured, was 26in, extreme length, 63in, deep, and weighed 
6lb. 140z.; a handsome fish was one of just under 41b., length 20in., depth 53in.—this 
was taken by Mr. Taylor, also of the “ Friendly Anglers.” Another fish was had by 
Mr. Howard, but in rather poor condition, going about 3lb. ; the fishermen employed 
by these gentlemen were the brothers Richard and James Gray. Mr. Hawkins, of 
Old Windsor, had one of 331b. ; at Boveney, one of 431b. was had, and close to the 
buttress of Windsor Bridge on the Windsor side, two small ones were had by Mr. 
Hickford, a local angler, one going 241b., and one about lin. under size, which was 
duly returned. Water is in excellent order; but as boating will soon be in full 
swing, trouting will be prosecuted under difficulties, except in the unnavigable 
portions.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

The weather has at length come in very fine. Monday being Bank-holiday, several 
gentlemen were fishing in the trout becks. The best basket that I know of was 
made by myself, in a small local water, in the afternoon. I caught nine brace, but 
kept a baker’s dozen only. These were Fontinalis, ten trout. I gave a brace of 
Fontinalis and a brace of trout toa doctor friend of mind, who vastly preferred the 
culinary properties of the former. The Black Gnat has now appeared, and the 
Hawthorn Fly is out in very large numbers.—THOMAS ForD. 


The Bure (Norwich). 


Reports from Wroxham during the holidays have been good, some cases of two 
rods catching over two hundred fish during a morning have been told me by one or 
two of the performers, and a friend of mine, with a friend, on Monday last, at Ran- 
worth (near St. Benet’s Abbey) was fortunate enough to land nearly 3st. of good 
bream, the heaviest weighing about 24]b.; and at Horning Ferry and lower down 
stream the reports are much the same. The majority of those who tried their luck 
have been rewarded with sport as far as numbers go; but, as I hayeremarked before, 
the least said about size the better, as my experience is that about seven or eight 
out of ten have to be returned to grow more mature. From all stations down to 
Acle very encouraging reports reach me as to the iprospects for the coming season, 
should we be lucky enough to get a spell of hot weather, I’ve no doubt this 
delightful district will be well patronised both by local as well as visiting brethren 
of the angle, and it will again afford me great pleasure to offer any advice or give 
any information in my power to gentlemen wishing to spend their holidays down 
east. I do not enumerate the catches, as my own opinion is, the fish might all be 
returned for what use they are, Prospect good all round,—Rosert Mou. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


For the past two weeks sport has been very good. On the 18th, Mr. Oliver caught 
53lb. of trout; 20th, Mr. Leighton, 21 trout ; 22nd, 25 trout; 23rd, 30 trout, eight 
weighing 7lb. ; 25th, two gentlemen, 34 dozen ; same gentlemen on the 26th, 4 dozen ; 
Mr. Clarke and Mr, Fail, 3 dozen and 4; 28th, Mr. GC. Browne and Mr. Hedley, 
3 dozen and 8, Mr. Leighton, 17. Other three gentlemen had over 6 dozen. The 
river is now in splendid order. All these fish have been taken with fly.—F. B. 


The Dove. 

Though the weather has been very dull and cold, we have hada large number of 
rodsters out on our waters during the holidays. The trout have risen pretty freely, 
and as the river has been in good condition, the takes, both on the surface and on 
the bottom, have averaged well. I should think four brace per rod would not be an 
excessive estimate. The water has been positively besieged with visitors—of course 
not all of them piscators—and I really think the number of excursionists increases 
every year. The Yellow Dun, of April, continues to kill as well as anything, while 
the Pearl and the Derby Killer have again proved the best of the spinners. We 
are now rapidly approaching the coarse fish season, and some of the roach and dace 
caught while trout fishing, appear very backward in spawning. They, like every- 
thing else, want warmer and brighter weather to help them along.—THE 


SPLODGER, 
Eden (Armathwaite). 


There has not been much improvement in trout fishing this week, the takes only 
being light, the weather having become much warmer, so that evening fishing will 
become general. Mr. Sutton and his brother were out an hour or two on Friday 
evening, and took about half a dozen. Mr. Middlemost and friends from Hudders- 
field, staying at the Fish Inn, have been very attentive on the Association water at 
Holmewrangle, but only succeeded in making light baskets, the river at that part 
being too hard fished. The Rey. R. Bowman took fourteen on Friday, Mr. R. B. 
Cruthers eleven, and Mr. Hannah eighteen on Monday ; and Mr. James Steer four- 
teen on Tuesday, all on the Club water. These, I think, are the heaviest that I have 
heard of, the Creeper being the favourite bait. The weather at present is dull and 
sultry, but very changeable, The river is in good order, I think that there will be 
good sport to report of next week.—SKIDDAN. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


Being favoured with a grand water, and dull, showery weather, anglers have had 
good sport the last few days. Onthe 20th inst., Archdeacon Prescott killed a fine 
basket of trout. The same day, Mr. G. H. Dixon got a dozen trout anda 10lb. 
salmon, which he landed after an hour’s careful handling with a small black trout fly 
tied on the finest gut. On the 21st, Mr. Slater had a 91b. salmon and a nice dish of 
trout. On the 22nd, Mr. D. Ainslie basketed 91b. The 25th, Archdeacon Prescott 
had 15Ib., Mr. Hough 121b., and Mr. Slater 11lb. Good sport has also been had in 
the Appleby district. In the FIsHinG GAZETTE’S notice of the late R. Routledge 
there was no mention of the artificial bustard of which he was the originator. It 
has quite revolutionised night-fishing. Thirty years ago we used to fish with a 
large brown-winged fly and a “stone cod-bait,” the large, fat, yellow grub witha 
black head, which is found encased in a stony shell at the bottom of the rivers. The 
taking of the grubs out and sticking them on the hooks in the dark was a fearful 
nuisance, especially as the striking at a fish often went with the lot. Poor Dick 
got over this by tying in a bit of chamois leather at the tail of the fly, which 
answers the purpose admirably, the only difference being that you must strike 
more quickly than when using the natural bait, There is a fine run of sea-trout 


this week.—SILVER GREY, 
Esk (Whitby). 


Very little has been done among the trout during the past week, as the river was 
too high. During the holiday time large numbers of piscators were out, and all the 
small streams on the country side were visited ; but good baskets were the exception. 
Salmon are beginning to make their appearance in the river, and a few have been 
rising. Up to the time of writing (Wednesday), I have not heard of any angler 
having succeeded in capturing one. Last year’s salmon fishing was about the worst 
on record for anglers, though it was the best for the coast fishermen.—J. J. J. 


Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). 


Owing to heavy rainfalls, trout fishing of late has been good, two rods having taken 
respectively thirty-seven and twenty-seven on Monday last, the weights of which 
were 8]b. 5oz. and 71b., and the killing flies Blue Upright, Alderbud, and Corn Crake, 
The water is now in good order, and as rain threatens prospects are still promising. 
—CHAS, W. NELDER. : 

Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is now in geod order, trout rise freely. A number of salmon are now in 
the river (came up in the last flood), haye only heard of one being taken in the 
Tiverton water. Many others have been seen.—WM. MUDFORD. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing. The weather still remains very unsettled, yet some very fair catches 
of codlin, whiting, pout, &c., have been had by boating parties fishing off the Bull. 
On Thursday, Mr. Henley, a visitor here, while fishing with hand lines from the 
lower jetty, caught a cod 26lb., in prime condition, and a ling over 30lb., several 
smaller fish were also caught by others fishing with rod and line. Weather misty. 
E. COMER, 

Leicester. j 

Angling during the close season for coarse fish is usually of a quiet character in 
Leicestershire. Trout streams are very few in this locality, and what fishing can be 
obtained for the speckled beauties is anything but of a lively kind. The present - 
being the holiday week, and the streams being in good order, anglers were plentiful 
wherever angling was to be had. In some instances very fair baskets were shown 
on the return journey. The generality of anglers at the boot, shoe, and hosiery 
centre are getting tired of their enforced idleness, and are anxiously looking for- 
ward to the opening day—on the 16th of June. From the Leicester Angling 
Society’s preserves, the report from the keepers state, that there are plenty of fish, and 
that several large pike have been seen during the spawning season, which have 
received careful attention. Roach, perch, and chub are on the move in considerable 
numbers, and a few days since a man named William Joseph Cotton was fined 10s. 
and costs, at the Melton Mowbray Petty Sessions, for illegally taking fish out of the 
river at Melton, on the 20th of April last. Mr. C. R. Eddowes, of Derby, clerk to 
the Trent Fishery, prosecuted. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now in splendid angling order, both still remaining clear and 
in good order for either the worm or fly. The water is a little flushed ; but in every 
way suitable for angling. The fish are now well on the feed, and are sporting well 
at the fly. Rain has fallen very heavily in the district this last week, but has not 
coloured the water. Several gentlemen, who came over to this part for some fish- 
ing on Whit-Monday, had to return home disappointed, owing to the rain, which 
fell nearly all day. The worm has been used freely this week, and some good fish 
have been taken. The best flies used on the water at present are the Blue Dun, 
Yellow Dun, and Blue-winged Coachman. The Lugg was fished on Friday by a 
gentleman, who, with the Governor and Blue Dunn, took a nice lot of trout, averag- 
ing 60z. each. A gentleman took six nice trout from the Arrow, with the fly, the 
same day. On Saturday a gentleman tried the Arrow, and, with the Yellow Dun, 
took some fine fish. In the Lugg, near Ford’s Bridge, a gentleman caught a nice lot 
of trout with the worm. Rain falling on Monday, we did not see an angler on the 
bank, A good dish of trout were landed on Tuesday from the Lugg, near the Station. 
In the Arrow, near Ivington, a good lot of fish have been landed, Fishing in the 
Stanton waters quiet this week. The Pinsley is in good order, A few fish taken 
with the fly on Tuesday.—G WYNNE, 
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Severn (Gloucester). ; : ; 

Angling operations here have been nearly at a standstill for the past fortnight. 
The weather has been bitterly cold, with a great deal of rain, and, otherwise, any- 
thing but inviting. On Whit Monday we were treated to a steady downpour, 
which lasted all day. A few anglers, however, braved the elements, but were re- 
warded with only indifferent success, A party of six fishing the upper reaches of 
the Leadon, only obtained five brace between them. The weather has now changed 
for the better, and I hope next week to have better takes to record—_SINGLE HAIR. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

This has been a grand week for anglers ; the river has been in capital condition, 
and the weather a great deal more favourable to sport, although the wind has oc- 
casionally been rather cold. Many anglers haye been on the water, and Iam glad 
to say the number of strangers has greatly increased since the Board have paid more 
attention to the trout fishery than they formerly did. And as an inducement to 
intending visitors, 1am glad to report favourably of the takes of fish during the 
past week. Mr. Dickson, of North-street, Castle Fields, on Saturday last, took the 
largest trout that has been taken in this district since the days when Mr. McGeorge 
took his “ big ’uus,” about ten years ago. The present fish was taken opposite Miss 
Gough’s house, below the railway bridge, with a stone loach, and weighed no. less 
41b., and measured 19in. long and l4in. girth, and was built like a salmon—which 
Dickson says he thought it was before he landed it. Thad not left him half an hour 
before I heard of him taking a second fish ; this was taken within twenty yards of 
the spot where he took the other, and weighed 2lb., was l14in. long, and 9}in. in 
girth. Again on Tuesday, he took a fine fish near the railway bridge, weighing 
1b. 80z. Three gentlemen fished at Llanymynech on Wednesday, and had bad sport; the 
water was at least a yard too high, so that the only one who had any sport was the 
one who fished withtheminnow: he took five trout, but that they were not large, the 
five only pulling 1lb, 1140z. On Friday the same gentleman (Mr. Ellis) took two good 
fish below the Railway Bridge, the pair weighing 1lb, 120z.. On Saturday evening 
he took one at the Isle of #lb., and again to-night one of nearly 13lb. His son has 
again been amongst the dace ; yesterday he took over thirty with the fly. A gentle- 
man, who is spending the holidays in Shrewsbury, told me that this youngster, who 
is only 12o0r 13 years of age, made him feel quite ashamed of carrying his rodand empty 
basket up the street ; but I can assure our friend that he is not the first “ grown-up 
man” who has been astonished by the catches of the same youth. In fact, with re- 
gard to fishing and this family (of which your humble servant is also a member), 
“ Tt’s like wooden legs—it runs in the blood.” Mr. John Ellis, of Newtown, who is 
an uncle to this “little wonder,” landed with his own rod 19 out of the 25 salmon 
that were killed by the rod in the Severn fishery district last year, averaging 17]b. 
apiece, so that you will see it is a fishing family, The river is rising at present, 
in consequence of the rain that fell on Monday ; but I don’t think it will be much 
more than a few inches,—SEVERN SALMON, 


Taw (North Devon.) 


Rivers full of water; but trout rather scarce, a few dishes during the week only 
got, ranging from one dozen to three ditto. Having just returned from a day’s 
sport, found fish rising badly and short, only got 18 since returning; rain has 
fallen, which accounts for bad day. Fly I found to kill, the inclosed, which I call 
“ Random Churchill,” because of the ‘‘ spudder ” it will create when fish are inclined 
tomove. Salmon running up. The net men got 14 fish the other day, which is good 
for this time of the year—Rusty GAME, 


ae Teme (Ludlow). 

Anglers in this district had buta poor time of it on Whit-Monday. Numbers 
were early at the river banks; but about eight o’clock rain began to deseend, and 
continued steadily till nearly nightfall. Some few stuck to river side, but by far 
the greater number beat a retreat, and those that remained met with poor sport. 
Yesterday morning opened fine, and Bank holiday being kept here on.Tuesday 
instead of Monday (which is market day), there was another rush to the water by 
land and rail, The fly was early on the water, and from Steventon Manor to 
Ashford Weir some fair samples of trout were landed ; one gentleman, Mr, Weston, 
a visitor, caught two, which weighed over $lb. each, at Ashford, with the Governor. 
Numbers of an inferior size were caught by the various fishermen in this quarter on 
Tuesday. A gentleman landed 7} brace of grand trout on Tuesday from the park 
quarter, all killed with the Blue-winged Coachman. Up the Plowden district better 
accounts are given of the sport, the fish running a larger size. The Rey. H. Siddall 
and another gentleman killed in three days in these waters 15 brace. Amongst the 
lot was one pounder, two three-quarters, and several half-pounders. It is a notable 
fact that no fish a pound weight has been taken out of this part of the river since 
1582. The present fish shows marks of age, having a square tail, large head, and is 
somewhat humpbacked. In all probability he is a “ patriarch.” In the lower part 
of the Clun some few good fish have been landed. Fishing in the Corve, between 
the wooden bridge and the Teme, an angler caught two trout, weighing 111b. the 
two, with the maggot.—S. LupLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream still remains in capital fishing order, being still clear and a nice 
height. During this week rain has fallen heavily in this part, but scarcely altered 
the colour of the water. Monday, being Whit-Monday, there were several gentle- 
men, who were visiting this part, greatly disappointed, as it rained nearly all day, 
and they had come here for some good fishing, and could not go. The anglers of 
this part have visited the water, and several very good catches have been had. The 
best flies on the water at the present time are the Blue Dun, Coachman, and Yellow 
Dun. Several gentlemen have used the worm with good success, and some capital 
trout have been landed. In the water near the bridge on Friday a gentleman tried 
the Blue Dun and took a nice dish of fine trout averaging }1b. each. The water 
near Berrington was fished the same day, and a capital lot of trout weir landed with 
the Governor. A few very nice trout were taken with the worm, On Saturday, in 
the water near Rochford, a gentleman took a good dish of trout with the Yellow 
Dun, The water near Little Hereford was fished by a gentleman who took four 
very fine trout with the fly. It being wet nearly all day on Monday, we did not see 
an angler out. On Tuesday a gentleman was out on the water and took a very good 
basket of trout with the fly. A few nice trout were taken near Corn Brook, A 
gentleman caught some nice fish near Hastham, The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are 
in good order, Fishing in them quiet this week.—GLOUCESTER. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

Torridge river in prime order for fishing, and the showers continually falling will 
make the fishing good for the coming week. A stranger staying atthe Hotel, 
Sheepwash, took a large salmon on Saturday last, and another on Monday ; and two 
salmon have been taken this week near here in the preserved water. Scores of trout 
have been taken this week in the free water with the fly, prime fish—PRACTICAL 


ANGLER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


This river is very low, but with a slight tinge of colour in it. In the early part of 
the week heavy rain in Derbyshire and Staffordshire brought on a rise, which will 
prove of great benefit to coarse fish, now undergoing scouring operations after 
spawning. Salmon anglers on Wednesday and Thursday were busy, not only at 
King’s Mills and Shardlow, but at Holme Pierrepoint below this town. Many good 
fish are reported to have shown themselves, but the returns are less satisfactory than 
usual. What is required to improve the'character of sport—i.e., so far as salmon 
angling is concerned, is a much-needed interval of settled weather. Apart from 
the Trent, trout fishing in the tributaries continues remarkably good.—THmr MAN 
AT THE CLUBS. 


~ 


: ; Wharfe and Yore (Yorkshire). 

These rivers were both in excellent trim for fly fishing during Whitsuntide ; but, 
most probably owing to the unsettled state of the weather, the fish were very hard 
to please. On Saturday last I fished the Yore above Tanfield, I commenced at 


4 o’clock a.m, and reeled up at 4 p.m., with the grand total of four trout. I never 
fished harder in my life, but to no purpose ; creeper, worm, fly, and minnow I gave 
each a careful trial, but they would not stir, R. Coldbeck was out also on the same 
water ; he got six, with Pale Blue Bloa and March Brown. Monday was a nice 
day, I went up to Ilkley ; the trout were in a little better humour on the Wharfe. 
I killed 16 nice fish with upstream worm and creeper. ‘ Watchet” had nine with 
fly ; but.at Pool and Arthington the sport was only very poor. Oreepers are very 
numerous this season ; but hot, bright weather is more conducive to good sport 
with this bait. From Wharfedale to the valley of the Eden isa fair stretch ; but 
here I am penning these notes at Appleby. I took five nice trout this morning 
before breakfast ; but then had to go to Penrith on business, otherwise I fancy I 
could have killed a good dish. When this appears in print on Saturday, I hope to be 
haying a real good day at Armathwaite.—FRANCIS M. WALRRAN. ‘ 


Wye and Derwent. 


The Whitsuntide holiday piscators have had a first-class time of it in the beginning 
of the week, especially those who fished the Derwent, for there was a beautiful 
woodland water on the Derwent, and I never saw more trout killed in one single day 
than what was taken on Monday last, chiefly with ant eggs and maggots, bottom 
fishing. The greatest quantity of fish was taken off the Matlock Bath Angling Asso- 
ciation waters. The following gentlemen killed a number of trout, many of them 
weighing over 1lb. apiece : Messrs. T. Smith (and son), Ogden, A. Clark, W. King, 
F. Brooker, myself, and others; one noted angler, a professional, killed 10Ib. of 
splendid fish before breakfast, the largest fish being over 14]b. I hear that Mr. W. 
Crowder, of Matlock Bank, had very fair sport, bottom fishing, on the Darley Dale 
Club water, between Darley Bridge and Matlock Bridge, with ant eggs for 
bait; Mr. William Smith, known as “ Polisher,” also had a very good 
basket. The last named person is undoubtedly the best bottom fisher- 
man we have in Derbyshire. Ed. Tatham, Esq., of Ilkeston, had a 
first-class basketful of trout on D. P. Pearson’s preserved water, between Rowsley 
and Darley Bridge, on last Monday ; in fact, all that could fish either with fly, 
trolling, or especially bottom fishing, had good catches on both rivers. The 
Yellow Duns are now out very strong, both on the.Wyeand Derwent ; so is the Ash 
Dun, Cow Dung, Little Black, and Sand Flies. The best feeding times are early and 
late ; it is very little use fishing in the middle of the day without the rivers are dis- 
coloured. Sport in the ponds has been Al with both fly, trolling, and bottom 
fishing, and good baskets have been the order of the day ; killing flies being Golden 
Spinner, Red-Ribbed Gold Twist Spider, and Sand flies, The Derby Trout Killer has 
killed a lot of trout lately on both ponds and rivers; in fact, it is the best 
artificial bait ever thrown into any river or brook where trout abounds, Weather 
very close and hot to-day,—Gnro, JAS. HATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 

The extremes from winter to midsummer have marked the past fortnight, and, 
consequently, chief of the news is confined to the last seven days ; but the weather, 
be it ever so bad, seldom deters ardent lovers of the “contemplative ” mood from 
venturing to dare the long train of ills which some grumpy, worn-up piscatorial 
prophet, is sure will result sooner or later; therefore, during the holidays, as might 
reasonably be expected in Norfolk and Suffolk (where there is no close time), many 
have wended their way to the Great Eastern Railway, and sought some quiet spot 
on the broad bosom of the Yare which marks the scene of victories of yore, and 
which they believe (fondly) is only known to themselves. Alas, they “imagine a 
vain thing” ; for in the seasons past how lively we have been, and I trust in the 
seasons to come we may be still more so. Visitors not forgetting altogether to sub- 
scribe to the Yare Preservation Society, which has, and is doing, such good work. 
Well, now, with regard to actual sport; the reports have been very varied; some 
have been very successfulrand caught many fine roach, others have had very meagre 
luck, and have had.to return home (especially on Monday last) with their ardour 
“damped.” But I can assure all those who have a thought of visiting this beautiful 
roach stream, that the local top-sawyers are looking forward to one of the best 
seasons for many years past ; only it will be necessary to make arrangements early, 
as the accommodation is yery limited. Prospects: Warm weather and good sport. 
—ROBERT MOLL. 





IRISH NOTES. 


GALWAY.—Friday : Mr. Anstice is the only rod on above for the whole week, and 
his bag was four spring fish, weighing from 105lb. to 18lb., and five peel weighing 
up to 7lb.; peal have not been taking well, owing to weather being so rough yester- 
day, and to-day it has been blowing quite a gale, with very heavy rain ; indeed, itis 
more like February than May, so cold and stormy,—ROUNDSTONE, 





LoucH MELVIN, BUNDROWES, AND THE ERNE, CO. DONEGAL.—The weather im- 
proved very much during the past week; the wind went round. to the west, from 
where it has since continued to blow a nice mild breeze. Some slight rain fell in 
the early part of the week, and during that time salmon rose pretty freely. The 
following are the particulars :—Capt. C. R. Barton, on the 19th, one salmon, 114/b. ; 
Doctor Hearns, on the 21st, two salmon, l1lb. and 10lb.; Mr. W. B. Keogh, on the 
18th, one salmon, 101b. ; Mr. G., on the 22nd, one grilse, 5$1b. ; Mr. H. Morehead, on 
the 19th, one salmon, 113lb.; Mr. W. B. Keogh, on the 19th, one salmon, 10$Ib. ; 
Mr. W. L. Stacks, on the 20th, one salmon, 12lb., and a grilse of 5lb.; Mr. H. 
Probyns, on the 22nd, one salmon, 92lb.; J. Rogan, on the 20th, one salmon, 10lb., 
and a trout (Salmo ferox), of 741b. ; D, Rooney, on the 21st, one salmon, 103lb. Trout 
are still rising freely, and of better average than they have been this season as yet. 
Some fine baskets were captured during the week, the biggest, taken by Mr, 
H. Probyns, who killed 58, weighing 42lb. The salmon fishing on Bundrowes is 
nearly done for this year, for although a good many salmon and grilse are in it but 
two were taken there last week. The first’salmon has been taken on the Erne, but 
I have not yet got the particulars. A few May flies are up on the lake, but trout 
have not yet begun to take them.—M. RoGan, rte a 

SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, CLONMEL.—The water and weather still keep in 
the best possible state for angling. On Sunday night we had heavy rain. By 
Monday the river was quite coloured, and had risen about 18in._ It cleared again on 
Tuesday to anice beer colour, which it still retains, there being a few showers 
since. There isa great take of trout every evening, the rise, for about an hour or 
more at dusk, is the greatest I ever remember at this time of year. On ‘the evening 
of the 20th inst. I met about twenty anglers returning after their evening’s fishing, 
and all had trout in their baskets—some half-dozen, some a dozen, and so on up to 
two dozen anda half, of all sizes, from 31b. to 1j1b. The best killing flies were: 
Rails (yellow and green), Gold Wrens, and Silver Blacks.—R. BRADFORD, 





PROSECUTION BY THE SEVERN FISHERYBOARD,.—At the East Malvern Police-court, 
Mr. C. M. Berrington presiding, Charles Price, a fish hawker, was charged with 
having in his possession a quantity of freshwater fish on the 30th ult., that being 
close time. Mr. J. Stallard appeared on behalf of the Severn Fishery Board. 
Defendant was found at Malvern Railway Station with 119 eels, and between 50 
and 60 freshwater fish,which, being takenat spawning time, caused a loss of some thou- 
sands of fish, The case was clearly proved, and defendant, having been previously 
convicted for a similar offence, was fined £2 and 15s. costs. 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Self He?p.—Prior to the discovery of these remedies an 
easy, ready, and reliable remedy for outward disfigurations and inward complications was, compara- 
tively speaking, unknown, No one need now be at a loss if they should unfortunately suffer from piles, 
ulcers, sores, tumours, boils, bruises, sprains, &e. Enveloping Holloway’s medicines are very intelligible 
printed directions for using them, which should be attentively studied and immediately followed by all 
who resort to his treatment. Sooner or later the sufferer wlll assuredly triumph over the worst 
diseases. This searching Ointment disperses all these malignant humours which aggravate diseases of 
the’skin, prevent the cicatrisation of ulcers, and excite inflammatory tendencies in the systent, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


THE DE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Though we are still haying cloudy and unsettled 
weather, the clouds are now of a consistency less unfavourable to angling than they 
were ten days or a fortnight ago. The water has been running rather high to admit 
of the perfection of sport being obtained ; yet, nevertheless, on some reaches such 
success as might well call for special notice has been realised. The river is stocked 
with fish all the way from Cavinton up to the Linn of Dee, but regret is expressed 
that lately there has been some evidence of Saprolegnia ferax in one or two of the 
districts. As regards flies, a fairly large size of the Jockie has proved very killing, 
more so than any other fly, on not a few of the catches. The Amethyst, of which 
Milne, Stirling-street, Aberdeen, dresses a perfect pattern, is a really capital fly, and 
at this season ought to be much more used than it is, The Blue Charm holds 
ground, as also does the Peacock, Logie, Jeannie, Clunie, Wasp, Grey Heron, and 
Small Eagle, the two last mentioned taking the lead for evening fish. We are 
inclined to think that on the upper waters there will be a continuance of very fair 
sport fora month or five weeks to come. Many fish are escaping the nets, and these, 
now that the weather is getting warmer, will fast find their way to the upper 
reaches. In number the salmon are decreasing; but the grilse are coming on, and 
increasing every day in point of number and size. The net fishermen tell us that 
they have seldom seen grilse so perfect in shape and quality. Five taken at the 
Fords last week weighed 18lb., and this shows that for the month of May the fish 
are a good weight. Not till they have a very much less volume of water do the net 
fishermen expect to have any very great takes of grilse. When the river is anything 
over a medium size, grilse very rarely ascend in any quantity. There is promise, as 
we said before, of a very good “crop” of sea-trout. The best take as yet at any 
one station during asingle night has been thirty-seven trout, averaging close on 2lb. 
These confounded “ mauch ” hunters arealways knocking about. The bailiffs some- 
how or other rarely get their hands on them, We heartily wish all good anglers 
eyery success with the fly —W. M. 


DEE, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Weather much improved for the better. River 
in fine size for angling. Good prospects are expected, as there were a lot of 
fish seen making their way up to the higher reaches of the river. Hotel water : W. 
Copland, Esq., on Wednesday, the 20th, two fish of 12lb. each; Friday, the 22nd, two 
fish of 8lb. and 12lb. On Saturday, the 23rd, two fish of 8lb. and 91b. ; Tuesday, the 
26th, two fish of 91b. and 101b. Capt. Smith, Wednesday, the 20th, one fish of 81b.; 
on Thursday, the 21st, one fish of 731b. ; and on Monday, the 25th, one fish of 7}1b. 
Monaltrie water : F, Pickop, Esq., on Wednesday, the 20th, one fish of 91b.; Dr. 
Ogilvie, on Tuesday, the 26th, two fish of 103lb. each. Cambus O’May water: F. 
Gaskell, Esq., on Tuesday, the 19th, three fish of 7, 9,and 10lb. ; on Friday, the 22nd, 
three fish, one 831b. and two of 91b.; and on Saturday, the 23rd, eight fish, from 61b. 
to 1531b. ; on Monday, the 25th, one fish of 7lb. Balmoral and Abergeldie water : 
é ey fish have been got during the week.—GroRGE SMITH, Fishing Tackle Maker, 

allater. 


Dex, ABOyNE.—The river in this district is at present in good condition for fishing, 
and well stocked with fish, although the fish will not take any bait freely. On the 
20th inst. Major Bower killed four salmon from 71b. to 12lb. each ; and on the 23rd 
Major Bower killed, on the Glentana water, eleven salmon, scaling from 7lb. to 15lb. 
each. Captain Ellison also killed on the Glentana water, on the same date, six fish 
from 7b. to 12lb. each, that making a total of seventeen fish between the two rods 
in one day ; and Harvey Hall, Hsq., had two fish on the Castle water, on 23rd, 841b. 
and 91b. each, Hotel water : Monday, 25th, Major Bower, one fish, 121b. ; Captain 
Ellison, one fish, 81b. ; and on 26th, Major Bower had agrilse, Grilse are beginning 
to find their way up the river now.—W. BEATTIE, 


Derr, KINCARDINE O’NEIL.—Some excellent sport has been enjoyed during the 
past week on nearly every beat here about, and most of the fish killed were newly 
run from the sea, being in many instances perfect beauties, Sir Wm. Feilden killed 
the largest fish of the season on Monday last, scaling over 241b.,and on the same day 
Mr. Wm. Lamond had the first grilse of the season—a little beauty of 2lb.—on the 
Norton House water. 
falling in. However, it will be a big water during the summer, as the 
snows. on lLochnagar and the adjoining hills are not yet broken on. The 
river is now well stocked with fish mostly. all. of a healthy cha- 
racter, although now and again a “fungus” is killed. I append a list 
of last week’s catches :—Monday 18th: Sir Wm. Feilden, on Ballogiewater, one 
fish of 24lb.; Captain Jackson, on ditto, one of .93lb.; Wm. Lamond, Esq., 
on Norton water, one of 2lb., a grilse ; J. Nicoll, keeper on ditto, one of 10lb. 
Tuesday : Sir Wm. Feilden, on Ballogie water, one of 13lb.; J. Harper, on Dessd. 
water, two of 8lb. and 10lb. ; G. Blacklaws, on Morton water, one of 73lb. Wed- 
nesday: J. Harper, on Dessd. water, one of 11lb.; J. Scott, on Carlogie water, 
one of 8lb. Thursday: Sir Wm. Fielden, on Ballogie water, one of 71lb.; Captain 
Jackson, on Borrowstone water, two of 7lb, and 15lb, Friday: Wm. Lamond, Hsq., 
on Norton water, one of 12lb.; J.'Harper, on Dessd. water, three of 8lb., 10lb., 
and 10lb. Saturday : Wm. Lamond, Esq., on Norton water, two of 15lb. and 71h. ; 
Sir Wm, Feilden, on Borrowstone water, two of 8lb. and 91b.; J. Harper, on 
Dessd. water, one of 10lb.; J. Scott, keeper, on Carlogie water, one of 94]b.; 23 
for the week.—W, BLACKLAWS. 





DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Anglers here are happy. During this week the elements have 
favoured them, and they bring satisfactory reports from the various streams in the 
county. In the Cairn aquantity of fish have been landed; while, in the upper 
reaches of the Nith, rod-fishing is abundantly rewarded. In the county of Kirkcud- 
bright the rivers are in excellent trim, though my informant tells me that salmon 
are still scarce. Good takes of trout are reported from Tarff, near the county town. 
Ican recommend anglers from the South, who desire a few days’ fishing, to try the 
Cairn (Dumfries), or the Dee (Kirkcudbright). Sport is not so certain and plenti- 
ful as in more pretentious places further north ; but I can promise them charming 
scenery, and a fair time among the trout.—W. B. 


LOCHLEVEN—BLAIRGOWRIE CLUB CoMPETITION.—This club held their first com- 
petion on Lochleven for the season yesterday. The weather was clear, with a bright 
sun shining all day, and a moderate west wind. The club had four boats engaged, 
with eight competitors. The total capture reported was ten trout, 8lb. 1502. Prizes : 
—lst, Mr. John Robertson, three trout, 2lb. 530z, ; 2nd, Mr. P. Robertson, two trout, 
lb. 100z. ; 3rd, Mr. W. Dixon, three trout, 1lb. 130z, Heaviest trout 131b., Mr. John 
Robertson, Private parties gave in the following reports, several of them being 
late :—Mr. T. A. Mathieson, seven trout, 5lb.; this gentleman had unusual sport in 
landing three trout, which he hooked at one time. Mr. Steel, Glasgow, nine trout, 
91b. One boat, with Mr. P. Clarke and Mr. J. Dalton, was well fished, the former 
securing eight trout, 7}1b., and the latter eight trout, 63lb. Mr, Dudgeon, Tynning- 
ham, nine trout, 6lb. ; Mr. Aitken, Edinburgh, eight trout, 1531b.; Mr. Fairbridge, 
nine trout, 71b. ; Mr. Scott, Dundee, sixteen trout, 141b.; Mr, Railton, ten trout, 
7b. ; the Messrs. Elliot and party, in two trout, thirteen trout, about 113lb.; the 
Messrs. Ridley, from Northumberland, one boat, thirty-nine trout, 37}lb. (several 
upwards of 2lb.); Mr, John M, Ross, Glasgow, seven trout, 6lb.; Mr, Ferguson, 
twelve trout, 


‘LOcCHLEVEN.—BRIDGE Or ALLAN CLUB COMPETITION.—The second competition of 
this club on Lochleven for the season took place on Tuesday. The club had five boats 
engaged with nine competitors, who, after eight hours, reported an aggregate take 
of fifty-seven trout, 361b. 1340z., the prizes being gained as follows :—Ist, Mr. Thom, 
Annan, eight trout, 6}1b.; 2nd, Mr. Dunlop, seven trout, 51b, 630z, ; 3rd, Mr, Renni- 
son, eight trout, 41b. 150z. There was a sweepstake for the heaviest trout, which 
fell to the rod of Mr, Thom, Annan, and weighed 1lb. 1030z, Private parties gaye 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


The river has been on the “ biggish” side, but is now rapidly . 
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In the following reports from each of the boats engaged :—Mr. Stewart, eight trout, 
8lb. ; Mr. Mathieson, London, thirteen trout, 101b,; Mr. James M, Blair, Glasgow, 
seven trout, 7lb. ; Mr. Watson, London, twenty trout, 141b.; Mr. Hunter, Blair, six- 
teen trout, 1241b. ; Mr. Clark, Bedell, ten trout, 91b. The following boats came in 
late :—Mr. Bethune, London, thirteen trout, 10lb.; Mr. Salt, ten trout, 7lb. 80z. ; Mr. 
Cockburn, Dalkeith, nine trout, 6lb.; Messrs. Elliott and friends, in two boats, 
forty-three trout, 38lb. 80z. ; Mr. Railton, eight trout, 6lb. 120z.; Mr. Walker, eleven 
trout, 7lb. ; Messrs. Ridley, Northumberland, thirty-seven trout, 301b. The weather 
was mild, and a fine, steady, moderate wind from the west prevailed all day. 





LOCHLEVEN.—DUNDEE WEsT END ComMPETITION.—This club competed for five 
prizes and the heaviest trout yesterday, it being their first here for the seasan. 
The weather was dry and cloudy, with a moderate though variable wind, and the 
club had fair average sport. The club had eleven boats engaged, with 22 competi- 
tors, who landed an aggregate of 104 trout, 83lb. 7}o0z. The prizes were gained as 
follows :—1, Mr. David Taylor, ten trout, 8lb. ; 2. Mr. William Campbell, nine trout, 
72lb. ; 3. Mr. John Robertson, eight trout, 6lb. 440z. ; 4. Mr. William Kinnear, seven 
trout, 6lb. 20z.; 5. Mr. George Black, nine trout, 6lb. lioz. The heaviest trout 
weighed 2Ib. 7oz., and was killed by Mr. Jas. Phin. Private boats had also fair sport, 
the following being their reports :—Mr, Clark, Dalkeith, eleven trout, 91b.; an 
English gentleman, twelve trout, 10lb.; Mr. Cockburn, Dalkeith, fourteen trout, 
121b, ; Colonel Leven, twelve trout, 91b.; Messrs. Ridley, Northumberland, twenty- 
eight trout, 21lb,; Mr. G. W. Elliot, North Allerton, twenty-three trout, 14lb.; Mr, 
Farbridge, ten trout, 8lb. ; Mr. Walker, twenty trout, 1731b.; Mr. Elliot’s friends in 
another boat, thirty trout, 241b, 


NorTH AND SoutH Uain.—Some fine takes have been got lately on these waters. 
Just the other day several anglers made heavy baskets between Brucklay and New 
Maud. Farther up the South Ugie there has been a good deal of really encouraging 
sport, especially about Waulkmill, Federate, and Weetingshill, where Mr. Dunbar 
and Mr. Campbell are well to the front. Worm has been very useful in these localities, 
even more useful than fly up to this time. Between Maud and Old Deer anglers 
have been fairly rewarded. About Balusand Auchtydonal trout came up very freely 
last week ; they also took very well about Longside, Cairngall, and near to the meet- 
ings of the waters. In the Ugie proper some particularly good trout were got ; but 
the sea-trout fishing about Inverugie has fallen off very much lately. The Gonar 
of the North Ugie is very well stocked this year with trout, but the season being 
so late very great catches have not been got yet. The best of the takes were secured 
not far from Tillinamolt. Down near Auchentumb a few heavy trout were caught. 
A number of the Strichen anglers, who have been fishing about Oldmill and down 
near Gaval, have been singularly lucky. At Hythie and Rora those who have been 
out have been well rewarded. The Harelug, the Professor, the Black Spinner, and 
the Yellow Body have proved most useful. The weather is not at all genial. It is 
squally and gusty, and there have been frequent showers of hail, Such inclemency ~ 
in the middle and end of May is far from common even here, far north and 
exposed as the district is. The herrings are coming into the sea-fishing grounds,— 
RAVENSCRAIG, 

THE TAy (PERTH),—The Tay is keeping in splendid ply ; very good sport is being 
got onall the reaches. The weather this week has been very mild and warm; there 
has been a splendid rise of flies this week. The following are a few of the baskets : 
Mr. Howie, twenty-four trout, 17lb. ; Mr. Lime, 14lb. ; Mr. Shand, 171b. ; Mr. Farmer, 
17lb. ; Mr. George Howat, 91b. Numbers of other baskets ranging from 5lb. to 151b. 
have been taken. Several sea-trout up to 3lb. have been taken ; the net fishers are 
getting great quantities. Derculich water: The keeper had two salmon on Thurs- 
day, 20lb., 191b. ; Mr. McDonald, one, 931b. Mr. Stewart, one, 221b., on Cargill. The 
Tummel : Mr. Fraser, one, 121b.; Mr. Fergusson, one, 141b.; Dr. Irvine, one, 251b. ; 
Mr. Wood, two, 201b., 101b. ; Mr. Butter, four, one of 17lb. (he hooked foul, which 
gave him greater sport, taking him down the river for half a mile); Mr. A. 
McGregor, one, 18lb. The fishing on Loch Rannoch has just commenced. Two 
gentlemen fished it yesterday and killed twenty-one trout, and had a tussle with a 
large Ferox for over an hour. Dupplin : Major Doncaster, five trout, 91b,—P, D. M. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


! We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


CAT EATING A ROBIN. 

Sir,— Will the “Amateur Angler” kindly inform “M. A.” if Charlie ate the 
whole of the cock robin? The reason I ask is I have seen cats catch robins many 
times and oft, but they never devoured all the bird, like they would sparrows, 
linnets, &c. In other cases, though they would catch they would not touch the bird, 
but simply leave it where it. was slaughtered. For my part, I would sooner eat one 
sparrow than ten starlings, and to the cat there may be as much difference in the 
flavour of robins and sparrows as there isin sparrows and starlings to me. Well, 
sparrows roasted are delicious. 

From what I have noticed there is evidently something in a full-grown robin cats 
strongly object to ; just as much as some of them like the hind legs of the common 
frog. Thismakes the circumstance mentioned by your correspondent the more re- 
markable, unless it was that Charlie had a stomach of steel. No bale ies 
&C., M, A. 


The “ Amateur Angler ” replies as follows :— 


Srr,—Your correspondent is altogether too literal in his interpretation of my 
words. I ought, perhaps, to have said that Charlie slaughtered those robins, for I 
saw their mangled remains afterwards. Charlie is a well-fed cat, and gets all the 
tit-bits of the house, so his massacre of these innocents was committed not for want 
of food, but out of the simple ferocity of his feline nature. 

It was a bit of original sin cropping out of him—had he given himself time to 
think, I am sure, knowing as I do his polished education and general amiability of 
manners, he would not have done it. If the murder had been committed by one of 
the many wolfish, starved cats that infest our garden, the crime might have been 
looked upon as justifiable avicide; but for the sleek and glossy Charlie it was 
** worse than a crime—it was a fault.” 

Your correspondent seems to know a good deal about the likes and dislikes of cats ; 
their peculiarities of taste don’t seem to be confined to the flavour of different birds, 
for it is said of cat-mint— 


“Tf you set it, cats will eat it; 
If you sow it, cats won’t know it!” 


I never had the pleasure of tasting either sparrow or starling, so can express no 
opinion as to their comparative merits ; but according to Mr. Vincent Holt we have 
only to get rid of our early prejudices, and a new gastronomic world is opened up to 
us. Already we eat gooseberries—sawfly larve eat’ gooseberry-leaves ; sparrows eat 
laryee—we eat sparrows. Why should we not eat larve? And, to follow up this 
chain of argument, cats eat sparrows—why shouldn't we eat cats? Really, there 
is no knowing where Mr. Holt may not lead us ! 

By the way, talking of sparrows, I should like to know something about them, 
which perhaps your correspondent, “M. A.,” can tell me. I fancy I read some time 
ago (in “ White’s Selborne” perhaps it was) that the water-wagtail is the smallest 
bird that walks or runs; other and smaller birds invariably hop—and certainly I 
thought sparrows always hopped ; but being out for a holiday down here at the 
seaside, and walking out on the Lees yesterday, I took particular notice of the way 
a little cock sparrow sported about on the closely-shorn grass, and, in the interests 
of science, Iam bound to say that when he wanted to go a yard or two he quite as 


262 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[May 30, 1885. 


Leen ccc rennin 





frequently ran like starlings do, as he hopped like all small birds are supposed to do. 
Very likely “ M.A.” knows as much about this habit of sparrows as he does of their 
flavour, so I should like to know whether the habit of walking or running is limited 
to my particular sparrow, or whether it has a more universal application ; because, 
if so, Gilbert White’s observation (if it was he who made it) was at fault. 
Folkestone, May 19. A, A. 


SHRIMPS AS A BAIT FOR FISH. 

Srr,—Good chub are frequently taken in the Thames, &c., legering with the red 
or Medway shrimp, in the summer months, August for choice. After taking off the 
head, carefully peel off the husk to the tail and insert the hook in such a manner as 
not to alter the saape of the shrimp. ‘ 

For this kind of fishing, the bullet should not be too large, and it should rest on a 
small portion of wood attached to the line, 3in. or 4in. from the gut, not more. The 
gut should be 18in. or 2ft. in length. This gives more play to the bait in a stream. 
TI do not think it a good bait for roach ; but it is a favourite baitat the Grand Surrey 
Docks, Rotherhithe, for perch. Bream are sometimes partial to this, and dace have 
been taken with it.—I am, &e., M, A. 








SHRIMPS AS A BAIT FOR ROACH. 


Sir,—I extract the following from the late Greville Fennell’s “ Book of the 
Roach,” in reply to Mr. Thomas Furze’s enquiry in your last issue. 

“ Roach will, in some waters, take greedily a piece of shrimp, either raw or boiled ; 
but there is so much uncertainty about this and other (may we call them) fancy 
baits, that we can only recommend the angler to try the effect of them as against 
paste or gentles, whenever he may have the opportunity, as many of our best baits 
have been discovered accidentally.” He also advocates periwinkles as an excellent 
bait for large roach, particularly in tidal waters, and likewise small portions of the 
fresh-water mussel in ponds, adding that he has never tried the ordinary mussel, but 
has little doubt it would succeed where other baits of similar character are found to 
answer.—I am, &c., 

Peckham. 


BIRMINGHAM 


GIANT. 


AND DISTRICT UNITED ANGLING ASSOCIATION 
ANGLING PRIVILEGES. 

S1r,—I beg the favour of a small space in the columns of your valuable journal 
to ventilate a question which, for some time past, has engaged the attention of the 
above Associatinn—viz., the action of the Great Western and London and North- 
Western Railway Companies in withdrawing from the provinces the 
privilege of riding at reduced fares to places named as fishing grounds. The above, 
with 1.800 members, have, in common with other associations, felt the ill 
effects in losing this valuable boon, and we in Birmingham have striven with all 
energy to try and bring about its restoration, but, as yet, have failed. The reason 
assigned by the railway companies for taking this extreme course is infringements 
of the conditions upon which the cheap tickets were issued. I am not prepared to 
say that infringements have not taken place, but whether they were of so extensivea 
character as to justify the shutting out of hundreds (in Birmingham alone) of bona 
jide anglers I am at a loss to know. If the infringements grew rather than 
diminished. it proves, to my mind, that clubs, isolated upon their own basis, were 
powerless to grapple with the evil. This has been conclusively proved. Hence the 
whole of the Birmingham angling clubs are now united ; we have a stringent code 
of laws for the government of societies ; and there is only one kind of travelling card 
in Birmingham, which is issaed by the Association. As a result of this united 
action, we hold the privilege of reduced rates from the Midland Railway Company, 
who gaye us their confidence, and it has not been abused. I will not trouble you 
with a detailed account of the advantage of united action, as it will ve seen that, by 
forming this cordon of clubs, we are not only in a position to punish when detected, 
but, more (and this is what is most needed), we are in a position to detect. But, Sir, I 
have gone so far, and have not dealt withthe primary object of my letter ; but I felt 
prompted to show you briefly the status quo of Birmingham. Since we have been 
affiliated, we have memorialised the Great Western Company, with the view to regain 
the concession. The petition was a powerful one, having 3,000 signatures appended, 
backed by gentlemen holding positions of great importance in the town and 
neighbourhood, but we did not succeed. We have written, urging the desirability of 
a small deputation waiting upon them, with a like result. In their answers they 
state that if they were to re-grant it to Birmingham they would, as a consequence, 
be compelled to give it to all provincial centres. They do not say they would not 
give it to all. Itake this to be the key to the whole position : if it can be shown to the 
Railway Company that, through the length and breadth of such parts of the provinces 
as their service goes, the privilege,if given, shall be protected by stringent means, 
meaning that all clubs shall be unanimous in the bearing an1 application of railway 
rules, in all probability we should succeed. We consider it impossible to allow this 
question to remain asit is. We confidently ask your assistance in opening your 
columns to such letters as may lead to a conference of the representatives of such 
societies as may be similarly placed to us; the appointment of a place of meeting, 
and other matters in connection therewith, we leave open to suggestions you may 
receive from other associations, which we feel sure, with your generosity, you will 
insert, with the object of assisting the provinces to the enjoyment of those 
privileges which, strange to say, are enjoyed by London and denied to us. Thanking 
you in anticipation of this insertion,—We remain, &c., 

THOMAS Counus, President. 
CHARLES WHITE, Secretary. 
Birmingham and District United Angling Association, 
45, Tenby-street North, Birmingham. 

[This is a very good suggestion, and we hope that other provincial angling 
associations will join the Birmingham anglers ; their town would be a good central 
place to hold a conference.—Ep. | 








GIVING A THAMES TROUT TEN MINUTES TO GORGE A LIVE BAIT. 
Str,—As an ardent angler and, I hope, at the same time, a sportsman, I have 
“ventured to write to you, with reference to the above heading, to ask you to publish 
in the columns of the FisHINnG GAZETTE the following fact :—A gentleman, calling 
himself an angler (?), was fishing one evening this week in the pool below Marlow 
Weir for trout. He had ona natural bait, and a trout came at it. I can hardly 
think that you, or any of the many true sporting fishermen who read your paper, 
will credit it, but it is a fact that he took out his watch in order to time the fish 
gorging the bait! He hada fisherman with him, who told me of this, and who (to 
his credit, I think) told his customer it was hardly a fair or sportsmanlike manner of 
endeavouring to kill a trout. Cannot sucha palpably unfair method of fishing for the 
Thamestroutbestopped ? Not many trueanglers will now fish for pike with gorge bait, 
What sort of a sportsman can a man be who endeavours to capture the fish every 
true angler is now trying his best to preserve in the Thames in such a manner ?— 
Iam, &c., FAIR PLAY, 


[This is about the most unholy bit of poaching we have ever heard of,—ED. ] 





HALL’S EYED-HOOKS. 


S1r,—With reference to a certain advertisement in your last issue, we wish to state 
that the eyed-hooks manufactured by us are not imitations of “Hall’s eyed-hooks,” 
but that they are the only genuine “ Hall’s eyed-hooks ” now made. 

The hooks now being sent out by us are made according to Mr. Hall's newest designs, 
and he has written us many times saying that they are the most perfect hooks 
he has ever seen. 

We have Mr. Hall’s authority to say that we are now the only makers of “ Hall’s 
eyed-hooks” from the newest designs,—We are, &c., 


Redditch, W, WooDFIELD AND Sons, 


AND 


EARLY MAY FLIES. 

Srr,— Whilst stopping under some trees during the rain, on Whit-Monday, above 
Penton Hook lock, I saw five May-flies (all of which the swallows swallowed). Is it 
not rather early for them, considering the weather ? : 

I use fine silk-covered copper wire for binding the joints of my fly-rod, and find 
that it is quicker and handier than waxed silk or indiarubber rings.—I am, &c., 

RICHARD DE Q. QUINCEY. 

[It is early, considering the cold spring we have had. ‘The fine wire is a good 

idea, as it will not give at all.—ED. | 





TO PRESERVE GUT. 
S1r,—Would not some of the readers of your valuable paper kindly inform me 
how to preserve several new hanks of gut I haye lately purchased ? 
Would not Baron Tcherkassoff kindly give me his address ?—I am, Kc.. 
St. Petersburg. A Russian ANGLING ENTHUSIAST. 
[We think oiled or other waterproofed paper is the best thing to keep gut in.—ED. | 





COARSE FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER WANTED. 

S1r,—I shall be much obliged to any reader of the GAZETTE if he will kindly 
inform me where I can obtain good coarse fishing within 20 or 30 miles of Man- 
chester.—I am, Xc., 

5, Portman-street, Moss Side, Manchester. EB, GEO. STEPHENS. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF HACKLES. 

Sr1r,—I see,in your issue of to-day’s date, Mr. Kelson describes a “furnace 
hackle” as red, with a tapering black list up the centre, while the Cochybonddu may 
be described as “a furnace hackle having black points.” 

I, and doubtless very many of your readers, have considered these hackles as 
identical. The late A. Ronalds and Jas. Ogden both give the furnace hackle as 
having black points. Perhaps some of your readers will kindly give us their 
opinions through your paper on this subject. It isa matter that should be thoroughly 
understeod when ordering flies to be dressed with these hackles. 

I have been told it should be spelt Furness, not furnace—the original birds being 
a breed of game fowl peculiar to the Hundreds of Furness in Lancashire—I am, &c., 


MACNEE’S ARTICLES. 

Srr,—I answer to correspondent who inquires about three-ply cast and gaffing : I 
use the three-ply cast between the line and casting-line, for the simple reason that 
it adds weight ; gut, when wet, being heavier, and yet smaller in bulk, than most 
lines ; and in casting I find it of the greatest assistance. If, however, a light line 
were to be used, a double-plaited gut line would be sufficient between the line and 
casting line, or even a single salmon gut line fastened together on the principle ex- 
plained by Captain Dunne, in the “ F.G.,” May 2nd, care being taken that this line 
will pass readily through the rod-rings. This lets you know when you have the 
length of the rod only between yourself and the fish as you approach to gaff ; and 
this is important, as there must be no slack line at this time. The gaff, as I ex- 
plained, is only for heavy trout, fish of 2lb. and upwards; but even fish of 1lb. 
weight may be gaffed provided the gaff used is specially made, about the thickness 
of a salmon iron, small in the bend, and instead of being brought to a round point, 
flattened, and kept sharp. The great secret in gaining distance in casting is not so 
much the knack as the assistance given by a complete balance between rod and line, 
the weight, so to speak, being tapered off from the point of the rod to the end fly.— 
Tam, &c., JAMES MACNEE. 





“LITTLE'S ANGLERS’ ANNUAL.” 

Srr,—On the strength of your short Editorial article, ‘‘ A Work Every Angler should 
Buy,” in your issue of May 16, I sent for “ Little’s Anglers’ Annual.” I quite agree 
with you as to the want ; but I think that you will agree, Sir, that we want still 
more information if this work is to be the real boon to the angling fraternity it is 
intended to be. 

To assist the Editor of “ Little’s Annual” to carry out his work in the manner I 
would humbly suggest, some more definite description of the sport to be had, and 
some more reliable hints to the stranger who takes up the book to consult ere he 
purchases his railway ticket, should be appended to each river described. This 
can only be obtained by anglers sending all the information they can send to the 
Editor of the * Annual ’”’ from local knowledge. 

For instance, I pick up at random “ The Eden, Cumberland.” We are informed 
that the association have a good stretch of water through Borrow Wood, near 
Armathwaite ; Borrows Wood, L believe, is right. Andagain, the village of Lang- 
wathy should be Langwathby. These are simple clerical errors, however. 
What I most wish to point out is that we require some such information as this, 
and not the mere curt “ Trout, pike, and bream.” 

It is to any practical angler most teasing to look up the rivers of some county 
where he intends spending a month, and find ‘‘ Contains trout,” or simply “ Trout,” 
or “ contains salmon and trout.’? Men who are going fora holiday cannot afford 
to purchase a ticket and go to the extreme South or North of England, only to find 
that the salmon are all but a myth, and then have to pack up and go elsewhere. I 
suggest such details as the following :— 

“River Eden, Cumberland.—Contains salmon, trout, &c.” 

Now this gives one but little idea; but I think, from my experience of the 
trout-fishing above Armathwaite up to Hden bank, the size of trout may be stated 
with very great accuracy, and in this way be valuable information :— 

“ Trout plentiful, and run three to the pound. During the months of April, May, 
June, and July baskets range from one dozen to three, and even four dozen, 
with fly.” (In April of this year I had twice thirty-nine and forty-one, weighing each 
day 123lb.) Then might follow, if possible, a few hints as to the patterns and sizes 
of flies, so that the intending angler could have some idea of his possible equipment, 
and Iam sure that anglers all over England would most cordially co-operate with 
Mr. Little in rendering his work as nearly perfect as it is possible for such a work 
to be. 

It is manifestly ‘“‘a want,” and one which, if supplied, would pay hand over hand 
in the long run. Suppose some poor wretch goes to the Eden, which requires flies 
with thin wings, or spider flies barely dressed with none, and equips himself with 
May flies and flies suitable for many English rivers where thick body and heavy 
wing is the rule, or vice-versa. Whata waste of time and money! Then think of 
the boon it would be to anglers to know that Mr. Little could supply from local 
patterns the flies for the respective rivers, &c.—and no doubt he can, as it is, to 
many of the best known English rivers; but I want to see more detail—however 
condensed. ‘“Troutrun heavy ; two to three brace a good bag, &c, Flies, &e., or 
minnow, and what minnow. Bestseason for sport, &c.”’ 

I heartily wish the “ Annual ’’ all success, and I think it a pleasure to co-operate 
with Mr. Little in rendering the work as full and as reliable as it is possible to have 
it, and towards the attainment of this end the humblest local angler can do yeoman’s 
service to Mr. Little and to his angling brothers, including your correspondent.—I 
am, &c., E. M. Top. 

THE Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society have elected Mr. R. B. Marston as an 
Honorary Member. 

To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers 10 be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers have been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received. 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may kno\ who advertise, to give the 
GAZ5TTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. |The 


SHA-SIDE. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY & FRIDAY orSATURDAYtoTUESDAY 


(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, 
LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, 
Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer, 


TOURIST TICKETS are also issued from LIVERPOOL-STREET by the New 
Route to Scarborough, Filey, Whitby, and the principal Tourist Stations in Scotland, 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily 
by any Train from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. 
FARES, 3s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 


For full particulars see bills. 
London, June, 1885, WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
ESTABLISHED (8I7. 


DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


268, per Gall, |" cariege Pei," | OOS, per Dozen. 


“A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.c. 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
tive of Cold SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
FREE from FUSEnr OIn. 


Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all oe 
Wine Merchants and Retailers, 












SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


_ DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, mas 
l, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. (sais 


l 
ci 
BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. ny 


THE SEVEN STILLS OLD SCOTCH WHISKY, 


Matured in Sherry Casks. 


This BLEND is made up from seven of the BEST MALT STILLS in SCOTLAND, 
The product of each Still has been carefully selected, and these 
blended together in such proportions that ‘the flavour of none of 
the Stills predominates over the other. This, in G. C.’s experience 
when judiciously done, is the only way whereby a Rich Full-bodied 
WHISKY, with delicate Flavour, can be obtained; and with the 
practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
the utmost confidence in stating that no SUCH QUALITY as this 
has eyer been offered in the Market. 


PRICE 9f/- PER GALLON. 


The above is supplied to the First Clubs and Military Messes at Home and Abroad 
Nobility throughont the Kingdom, and sentunder Bond to all parts of the World. This Roni wieet 
out with G. C.’s New Labeland Registered Trade Marks, and only to be had from 

EDINBURGH. 


GEORGE COCKBURN, Wine wtsaisesg tmperter 
The originaland only Proprietor of the Seven Stills, 
Blending Warehouses—LOCHRIN. 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YoPlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATEH STREET STATION), 


Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT. below 
; usual prices, 
See recommendations in FisHinc GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting, 


Call. or send for Price Lists, Gratis, 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


> Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 


AS AG Dire ited Bek dea, 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Bo i 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING Sie No, 12, Fetter Wee cate wae cam 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal N ishi i 
ey hey ey ; p p ewsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
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: ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s, or post free, 10s, 6d 


th ie? for part of Hurope, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 


All communications respecting neat aie suas be ueaieue? to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. ze 
Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo. Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
ye Agency—Mr. I’, E. Fitz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
MBeAt erican Office and Agency—Mr, De Witt CG. Lent, 80, Park Place, New York, 
»B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 
Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co,, the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, H.C, 
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MONTHLY NOTES ON NORTH-COUNTRY TROUT FLIES.—JUNE. 





By Francis M. WALBRAN. 


Excrrrine under extremely favourable circumstances, such.as a clearing water 
after a flood, June and July are undoubtedly the worst months in the whole 
year for the fly-fisher ; as a rule, the rivers are very low and clear as crystal, 
while the wary trout, glutted with the Stone Fly, or the myriads of smaller 
insects with which the streams abound at this period of the year, is very 
capricious in his choice of food. The most certain methods of taking fis! 
during hot, bright, sunny weather are up-stream worm-fishing, spinning the 
minnow with the finest of tackle, or dibbing behind the bushes on the deep 
pools with. natural flies, such as the Blue Bottle, Oak Fly, or Cow Dung Fly ; 
upon some of the club waters in Yorkshire’ this latter-named plan is strictly 
prohibited, 

I need hardly tell your readers that fly-fishing in the evening during these 
months is most conducive to success ; the very finest of casts and the smallest of 
flies must be employed, and by these means the angler may sometimes capture 
afairdish. One gentleman of my acquaintance, who is a member of the Otley 
Club, was remarkably successful in this style of fishing during last season ; he 
rarely commenced before seven or eight o'clock in the evening, and usually 
finished about 10.30. On one occasion he basketed 18 trout, several of them 
weighing 1b. each ; this, considering the time occupied, is a great feat upon a river 
likethe Wharfe. Unlike the Hampshire and Derbyshire rivers, we very seldom see 
that most beautiful of all ephemerals—the Green Drake—upon our Yorkshire 
streams. In some seasons I have seen stray ones upon the Laver at Ripon, but 
not a general rise. Mr. Cummins tells me that he has seen them in great 
numbers on Gilling Beck, near Richmond, in Yorkshire. Why this insect is 
indigenous to certain rivers is a question that I have sought much into, but have 
never been able to solve satisfactorily. 

Since last month’s article I have received a great number of letters from all. 
parts of England asking for further particulars respecting the Stone Fly. Several. 
of my correspondents state that, although the matured insect kills well upon. 
their streams, its larva—the Creeper—is of no use. There can be no greater 
fallacy than this. I emphatically declare, and defy anyone to prove otherwise, 
that wherever the Stone Fly is found upona river, the Creeper will kill equally 
as well, providing it is properly used in the manner and under the conditions 
that I named in last month’s article. I have killed stones of trout with it upon. 
the Yore, at Ripon, Masham, and Tanfield. The other day, when fishing on the 
Wharfe, the trout did not rise very freely at fly, which led me to suppose that 
they were hunting up some more attractive subaqueous food. I obtained a few 
Creepers, and very soon killed a couple of fine trout. In corroboration of my 
above statement, I quote the following from an article recently contributed to 
the Weekly Yorkshire Post by the editor of the angling department of that 
paper. He states that on a recent occasion the late Richard Routledge, of 
Carlisle, was introduced to a party of anglers at a clubin Leeds, One of the 
party was asserting that trout on the Wharfe would not take the Creeper. 
Dicky listened to all that the angler had to say witha quiet, suggestive smile 
upon his face ;and when he had concluded, remarked : ‘No! Well, it’s queer 
on ’em. However, when I come to fish the Wharfe, I s’all bring some Hden 
Creepers.” The old veteran knew full well whether the trout would take them 
or not. 

The present season has been a most exceptional one. The March Brown has 
been remarkable by its absence ; and most probably owing to the low state of 
the temperature, the Creeper has not been taken with the avidity that the trout 
usually exhibit. Talways have found the very early morning the most favour- 
able time to fish either this bait or the Stone Fly ; and on the morning of May 23rd 
I rose at 3.20 a.m., and was standing in the Yore above Tanfield Bridge at 
4 o'clock. It was of no avail, however. I knew where the fish laid, the morning 
was all I could desire, and Creepers were plentiful ; but the trout would not 
have it at any price. I fished until 4 p.m., wading up stream for three miles. 
I tried minnow, worm, and small fly in addition to the Creeper ; but all I could 
show on my return home was the miserable total of four trout, the largest about 
80z. I could hardly believe that I was on my favourite river, the Yore, which 
I have fished since I was a lad. Onthe very same water, on May 31st, just a week 
later, last year, I killed 16 fine trout with Stone Fly before dinner. A man may 
fish all his life, and then not always be able to inswre a dish of fish. 

But if I ramble on in this discursive style I can fancy the Hditor remarking, 
“ Come, Mr. W., let us have the June list of flies ; that will be more to the 
purpose than comparing notes on angling experiences.’ In therefore obey. 

The following six patterns, in conjunction with Nos. 2, 4, 8, May list, will|kill 
trout during the present month when they can be coaxed into taking a fly. I 
may add that on the day alluded to above, the Little Blue Bloa (No. 2) was 
very strong upon the water ; but the fish only rose once during the day at them, 
and that was for half-an-hour between 3 and 4. It ,was rather curious, as this 
insect rarely appears until the weather is really warm. The day in question was 
cold and bleak, so I put the Iron Blue on my cast ; but, contrary to my expecta- 
tions, it did not kill a fish. 

No. 1. THE ORANGE DuN—Body : Dark orange’silk. Wings: Dark portion of a 
starling’s quill feather. Legs: Dark dun hackle. Hook, No. 1. 

This is a capital fly in a clearing water; it also kills grayling well in the 
autumn. 

No 2. Tor WRreEN Tatu.—Body: Yellow silk, hackled with the small feather 
from a wren’s tail. Hook, No. 0. 

A good fly for hot, bright weather. It kills best on small streams, and some- 
times a tag of gold tinsel is an additional advantage. 


No. 3. Tue Green Mipce.—Body : Gosling’green silk, hackled with the pale 
blue feather froma sea-swallow, Hook, No. 0. 

A good evening fly, used in conjunction with No. 2, May list. The shade of 
green is one recommended by Mr. Aldam in his “Quaint Treatise on Flies,” 
and he remarks that the Irish name for this particular shade is “‘ Bivenna.” 


No. 4. Tam To TarL.—Body : dark fawn-coloured silk, with the harl of a 
brown turkey’s tail twisted along with it, hackled with a sooty-black hen’s 
hackle (from the ruff). -Hook, No. 0, 

Iam indebted to Mr. Aldam for the dressing of this fly, which is equivalent 
to the Wharfe pattern styled the Knotted Midge, In his magnificent work 
mentioned above he recounts a red-letter day upon the Derbyshire Derwent, 
when he and a friend killed splendid baskets solely through the agency of this 
fly. I have, since first reading that passage, killed many a trout and grayling 
through its agency on both the Wharfe and Yore. 
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No. 5. Tur Buack Mrpar.—Body: A shiny-black horse’s hair wound neatly 
on. Wings: Starling’s light quill feather, set well up and divided. Hook, 
No. 0. 

Mr. R. B. Marston has facetiously christened this fly the “angler’s cuss,” and 
a very appropriate title it is; agreater pest does not exist, for the river may 
be boiling with rising fish, and unless you have a good imitation you may as 
well throw your hatin. I well recollect the aggravation of spirit that he and I 
suffered one September day on the Wharfe ; but it was no use. We both fished 
our level best; but our joint take was only some half dozen fish. 
The Black Gnats usually sold at the shops are of no use at all, the con- 
ventional ostrich harl body being about as accurate an imitation as a bumble 
bee is to a house fly. The body of the natural insect is tapering and shiny, the 
above being as good an imitation as can be obtained. 

No. 6. Tue BaRM Fiy.—Body dressed full, with light, creamy-brown fur. 
Legs : Red hackle. Wings: Dark speckled cock pheasant. Hook, No. 2. 

This fly represents a numerous class of insects which appear at dusk and 
frequent the long grass at the edge of rivers ; it should be used as a tail fly, and 
thrown well in at the edge and under overhanging bushes. It usually kills 
nothing but good fish, which keep in shady seclusion during the hot summer 
days, and prowl about at dust, seeking what they may devour. This fly, being 
a nice fat morsel, and falling with a good flop in the water, will generally attract 
their notice and prove their fate. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, vid Leeds. 








OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


THERE is some hope (at least, so thinks “ Hopeful,” of the Hereford Times) of 
an angling association for Hereford being formed. We sincerely trust the 
movement will get substantial support, and not be allowed to fall through, as 
was the case with a similar attempt some years since. A really good associa- 
tion would soon make Hereford one of the best angling centres in the country, 
and be a good thing for the town in many ways. 

* * * * * 

Some of our London salmon anglers should study the reports regularly sent 
us by our correspondent, “A. W.,” at Nottingham. It is evident the Trent 
holds a great many fine salmon ; they are fished for only with bait or minnow 
(spinning). Is the water never clear in some of the pools in which salmon lie 
in the Trent ? 

* * * * * 

“We have one of the finest rivers—viz., Derwent—in England ; but I do not 
think there is a fish in it for miles near here, owing to the whole of the sewage, 
dyeworks stuff, &c., being turned in. It is a common sewer.” So writes to 
us Mr. T. Whyman, Hon. Sec. of the Pride of Derby Angling Club. 

* * * * * 


The circumstance of two grayling, the identification of which has been made 
certain, having been caught in the net at Halleaths, in the Annan, has been 
the subject of considerable comment by anglers in the district. It has trans- 
pired that a Glasgow gentleman, a number of years ago, brought a few of 
these fish from the Clyde, and placed them in the Annan. 

* * * * * 

A week or two back we mentioned the rumour that the Spanish silkworm 

gut crop had failed this spring. We regret that Messrs. Allcock and Co.’s 


letter in our columns this week confirms the report. 
* 3 


* * * 


Mr. H. Brookwell has beaten all his previous big records, and now writes 
to ustoreport the capture of a Lea trout of over thirteen pounds. Bravo! Mr. B. 
* * * * * 


Has the time come to reagitate the question of angling in the ornamental 
waters of the London parks? Mr. H. Richardson, of 77, Finsbury-pavement, 
E.C., thinks that to be allowed to fish under certain restrictions would be a 
great boon to many poor and hard-worked Londoners, and most people will 
agree with him. We should be glad to see the matter taken up. 

* * * ok * 


Some years ago we expressed a wish that some professional fly-tyer would 
condescend to take lessons from an amateur, and learn a few wrinkles from Mr. 
H. S. Hall. Mr. Geo. Holland, of 4, Cook-street, Failsworth, near Man- 
chester, saw the wish referred to, wrote to Mr. Hall ; and now he has profited 
so much by Mr, Hall’s teaching, that many of the best anglers in the kingdom 
get their flies from him. He sends us some green and grey May Flies. They 
are on eyed-hooks, are extremely good, and not dressed too large. Being very 
carefully made, they will stand drying well and float admirably. He also sends 
us some small Yellow Duns, body of dyed Condor. The yellow is a little too 
bright : it wants more of an olive tinge. The best proof that Mr. Holland’s 
flies are liked is found in the fact that it cost him over £20 last year for eyed- 
hooks alone—another proof, too, of the popularity of these hooks; and he can- 
not make flies fast enough. Conscientious work, combined with talent and 
civility, always tells with anglers, they don’t ask much, but they like it good 
when they get it. Holland’s flies are very good. 

* * * 





* 


We are glad to say sufficient money has been collected to erect a suitable 
headstone to poor Greville Fennell. 
* a * * * 

We heard a characteristic anecdote of him the other day. When he first saw 
the report of the Select Committee on the Preservation of the Thames, which 
was published in the daily papers, which took an adverse view of the public 
right of fishing, he said, “To think that we have been working all these years 
for this!” 'Then he shut himself up in his room, and refused to see anyone 
for the rest of the day. No one was more devoted to the Thames than 
pos Greville F., and the tenor of this report was a bitter disappointment to 

im. 
¥ * be * * 

There is a rumour abroad that the question of fishing from Thames weirs 
will be taken into consideration by the Conservators at their next meeting— 
probably on Monday. A reply to the deputation which waited on them with 
reference to that subject may therefore be expected during the week. 

q * * * * 


It is difficult, of course, to anticipate the decision the Conservators will 
arrive at ; but we are inclined to think the suggestion proposed to the Con- 
servators by the President of the T.A.P.S, will be adopted, and that an annual 
charge of 10s. will be made for the privilege of fishing from the weirs. 

a * * * 


We wish the Conservancy would really take in hand the steam-launch 
nuisance, and promote a Bill to limit their size and fix a speed beyond which 
they must not run, There is hardly a launch on the river, over 25ft. in length, 
which does not do more damage to the banks of the Thames in one summer 


than, is done to the weirs by the “‘ wicked anglers” in ten years. How can the 
Thames be a place of recreation so long as these huge monsters pass up and 
down the river, endangering small craft, washing away the banks, and destroying 
fish spawn by the million ? 
= 2 3 a % 

Parliament has declared by its resolution appointing the Select Committee 
on the Thames question that the river is to be preserved as a place of recrea- 
tion, and it accordingly becomes the duty of the Conservators to carry out to 
the utmost the wishes of the public expressed through their representatives in 
the House of Commons. There will come a time, we feel assured, when 
angling—most charming recreation of -all—will be permitted unquestioned ; 
when the huge steam-launches which traverse the upper river will be banished 
to the tideway ; and when to desecrate the Thames by hideous iron weirs, con- 
crete embankments, and other uglinesses of alike character will be absolutely 
illegal. 

* * * * * 

There is only one Thames. It is unique in its loveliness; and its beauties, 
once lost, can never be recovered. All London should join in taking the 
necessary steps to really preserve our river as it is, and to prevent it being 
turned into a series of concrete-lined reservoirs divided by iron weirs. 

* * * * * 


In a few days’ time Thames Bill No, 2 will be before a Select Committee. 
Surely there will be some persons of sufficient public spirit to appear before the 
Committee and show how urgently legislation of a thorough, and not half-and- 
half, character is required on the subject. The Committee ought certainly to 
be informed that the Bill is not approved by a large number of people who 
frequent the river, and who were expecting a far different measure than that 
now proposed. 

td * * * * 

As an indication of the popularity of the late Richard Routledge, we may 
mention that more than a hundred copies in excess of the regular demand were 
sold in Carlisle of the number of the GazETrTE containing his portrait, and 
orders are still coming in for it. One correspondent says he would like to see 
a portrait of some angler in the GAzETTE every week. So should we; but it 
is a luxury we cannot afford so often as that at present. f 

a * * 534 = 

Next week we hope to give a portrait and biographical sketch of Mr. Philip 
Geen, President of the London and Proyincial Anglers’ Association. The latest 
good work in which Mr. Geen has engaged is to aid Mr. Howse, Hon. Sec. of 
the Clapton Anglers, in his praiseworthy endeavours, recently referred to in 
the GAZETTE, to create a Society to thoroughly re-stock Izaak Walton’s favourite 
river—the river Lea. 

% % % 2 9 

It is always pleasant to recommend a thing which you have proved, after 
years of use, to be thoroughly good. It is more than three years since Mr. J. 
W. Tacon, of 277, High Holborn, London, sent us a pair of his hand-made 
fishing-socks, and we can now fully endorse the favourable opinion we then 
expressed. He sends us another pair as a sample of his present stock, made of 
exceptionally fine yarn. Whether for wearing in brogues over indiarubber 
fishing-stockings, or inside North British rubber fishing-boots, we have always 
found Mr. Tacon’s outlast two, and often three, pairs of any other make. Mr. 
Tacon’s general goods will be found equally honest value. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE BUFFER KNOT, 


Srr,—Iam glad to see, from the “Occasional Notes” in yesterday’s FISHING GAZETTE, 
that you like the Buffer Knot. It is,as you say, of “twice the strength of the 
ordinary knot,” and equally applicable to spinning traces as to salmon casting- 
lines, 

Moreover, though it may suit tackle-makers to charge an extra price for making 
it, on the plea of “extra trouble,” there is, in fact, no extra trouble whatever 
necessarily involved. It is in its essence the very simplest form of the “single 
fisherman’s knot,” but only instead of drawing the two halves of the knot together; 
and lapping down the outside ends (a perfectly useless as well as unsightly super- 
fluity). The two half-knots are drawn to within 1-8th of an inch of each other, and 
lapped between with ordinary waxed silk ; in other words, there is one lapping of an 
eighth of an inch, instead of two lappings of a sixteenth of an inch! How can this 
possibly involve any “extra labour”? 

Of course, if fine-drawn gut be used for the “ between-lappings” instead of waxed 
silk—a refinement which, especially in the case of salmon casts, I often adopt my- 
self—some very slight additional expense would be involved. But this is merely a 
sort of “luxury or superfluity,” especially in the case of spinning traces, for which 
waxed white silk answers every purpose. <A receipt for colourless wax will be found 
in some of my published essays. At a pinch, I have found the composition with 
which diaculum plaister is made, procurable at the chemist’s,a very fairly good 
substitute. It produces (over white silk) a pale yellow or straw-coloured tint, which 
becomes very nearly white itself after a few soakings on active service. f 

Iam very glad, for the interests of fishermen, thatthe FISHING GAZETTE, under the 
initiative of Major Traherne, has called prominent attention to this knot ; but what 
is to be said for the crass stupidity of the tackle-makers, who, haying had it 
before them in my books (which I know many of them keep on sale) for the last 20 
years, have for 20 years gone on making and selling casts and traces with a knot 
obviously, unmistakably, and demonstrablyiinferior? . . . And hook-makers are just 
as bad. With some few—very few—notable exceptions, it appears to me that they 





never read anything whatever about their own business, and, if not forced into | 


progression by the pressure of public opinion, would go on making the same hideous, 
obsolete, mechanically-detestable patterns that were in use in the time of Dame 
Juliana Berners, of “ the Dark Ages.” 

To give your readers just one or two illustrations of this. After the greatest 
trouble and worry I got a well-known firm of hook-makers (I suppress names) to 
arrive, at any rate, at an approximation of my bend, &c., of turned-down eyed trout 
hooks, and straightway a large London fishing-tackle maker gave them a consider- 
able order. After long delay the hooks arrived, and were found to be so badly 
tempered—having, in fact, practically no temper at all—that they all had to be 
incontinently returned to the makers! Well, sir, I naturally tried some other makers 
(with whom I still hope eventually to succeed), after having, of course, all my 
trouble to take over again ; but—would it be credited ?’—when the supply of hooks 
arrived to comply with the order of the tackle-makers, every one of the eyes of 
the hooks was turned-up instead of turned-down, although (showing there was no 
misconception as to what was wanted), the packets of hooks were actually labelled 
“turn-down eyes” ! : 

If this is the sort of way in which English manufacturers generally, especially in 
the metal trades, do their business, I can only say that it does not surprise me that 
foreign nations are year by year cutting them out in the markets of the world.—I 
am, Xc.,, H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 

P.S.—For the last fortnight I have been trout-fishing on some of the Dartmoor 
streams exclusively with turned-down eyed-hooks, of the patterns I recently described 
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in your columns; and the result has fully justified—indeed, more than justified—in 
every particular the conclusions arrived at principally on theory. The hooks them- 
selves missed comparatively few rises, and lost very few fish after being once hooked. 
I found the “ jam knot” perfectly easy to tie, and it never slipped. When a break in 
trees, &c., occurred, the casting-line would invariably give way before the knot: 
this I know, because I always cut off the end of the gut at the knot with my teeth, 
thus leaving a “ flattened-out” end which could not be mistaken. . . . By the way, 
I wonder how your correspondent, who lately complained of the jam knot slipping 
upon one occasion, verified the fact? Unless some such expedient were adopted, it 
would not be easy to arrive at any very absolutely certain conclusion. 

The “ Protectors,” both paper and leather, as described and figured in your 
columns, I also found to answer admirably in practice. 


MR. PENNELL’S TURNED-DOWN EYED TROUT-HOOKS. 


S1r,—Having followed with great attention and interest the recent articles in 
your columns on the subject of the Turned-down Eyes for Trout-hooks, I had some 
flies dressed on Mr. Pennell’s pattern, sizes 00, 0,1, and as I have been using them for 
the last week, alternately with the ordinary flies tied on gut,so as to contrast 
them fairly, perhaps some of your readers may like to know the result of this 
practical trial, after reading a good deal which has been merely theorising. 

I may say, then, at once, that the result of the week’s fishing, during which my 
worst day was four brace and my best nine brace, is, on every point, favourable to the 
flies tied on turned-down eyed-hooks. 

I may summarise these points as follows : 

1. The flies never “ flick ’’ off. 

2. They can be changed—attached and detached—in less than half the time. 

3. They are stronger ; because whenever the gut gets at all frayed at the head it 
can be at once shifted (re-knotted on), whereas with flies tied on gut the weakening 
at the head commences very soon, especially after catching a few fish, and any 
change involves sacrificing the fly ; consequently the fly is, in many cases, used long 

_after it has become weak. But beyond this there is, I think, an actual extra 
strength imparted by the form of knotting to the eyed-hooks (Mr, Pennell’s “ jam 
knot”) as compared with the ordinary lapping. This is conclusively shown by the 
fact that whenever, owing to the flies getting fast in bushes, &c., a deliberate 
“break” has become necessary, the fracture has never once occurred at the actual 
point of junction—or, in other words, at the knot; nor have I met with an instance 
of the knot slipping, 

4, The eyed-hooks appear to me to hook more fish in proportion to rises, and to lose 
fewer fish after being hooked. This, however, may be owing to the special bend of 
the hooks themselves rather than to the turned-down eye. But it would seem that 
the position of the gut on a plane rather below the level of the hook-shank ought to 
increase its penetration. This is, however, bordering on the region of theory, into 
which I do not wish to enter. 

I inclose my card, and am, &c., 

30th May. 





BLUE UPRIGHT. 


: EYED FLIES TIED BY MR. HOLLAND. 

S1r,—I am so delighted with the dressing of Mr. Hall’s eyed-hooks by Mr. Holland, 
of 4, Cooke-street, Failsworth, near Manchester, that I trust you will allow me space 
for comment. 

My first batch did not please me ; but from no fault of Mr. Holland. I had given 
a general commission, and he, thinking I wanted them for floating flies, tied them 
accordingly. 

Now, the large majority of the trout-fishing I have had—and it is considerable— 
has been done in the North, where floating flies seldom pay, and where thin wings, 
spare bodies, and small amount of hackle are the three great essentials. 

I had written to Mr. Holland, who has fished the Tweed with success, and who 
knows how to tie a fly for that hard-fished but noble river right well, as his 
specimens of Greenwell’s Glory and other patterns fully prove. 

The thin, upright, single wing, without a break, tied so close to the eye that the 
eye seems the natural head of the fly, is a marvel of manipulative skill. Indeed, 
I question if in England any man can excel (if approach) Mr. Holland in the art of 
tying eyed-flies, Ican dress salmon and trout-flies, and appreciate the work of 
this fiy-artist, whose name deserves to be widely known. He has sent me some 
specimens of the little ‘‘Cuss” the Black Midge, which are really delightful. The hook 
is very tiny, the wing composed of thin quill laid on flat over the back as it lies in 
the natural insect. 

I only can add one wish, and that is that Mr. Holland could tie an equally good 
Midge on the principle of one which for several years I have proved of so much 
efficacy—I mean the smallest size of round-bend hooks, Nos. 0 and 00, with very 
thin wires indeed, and which are tied as doubles, 

There isno mistake at all about the hooking power of the little doubles thus 
dressed ; and I see no reason why a clever fly-dresser like Mr. Holland should not 
dress a few of them if invited so to do, wrapping against the shank of an eyed-hook 
a rather shorter hook without an eye, the two being opened out slightly just before 
casting. P 

Of course a single piece of thin wire could be doubled, and the two hooks formed 
in one piece; but being rigid, they smash very much more readily than when 
wrapped together and moveable. I cannot speak too highly of Mr. Holland’s 
dressing ; but caution those who may send to him for flies to be particular in stating 
whether the flies are to be used for floating or not. 

He forwarded me two May Flies, and of them I can only say that they seem 

erfect. 
: I sent him some samples of wingless (Spider) flies used on the Cumberland Eden 
—Grouse, Partridge, Coch-y-bonddhu, and so forth, and he can dress these equally 
well on eyed-hooks. 

As Iam a perfect stranger to Mr. Holland, and have never seen him, I trust that 
it will be understood that this communication is unbiassed.—I am, Xc., 

Brighton, E, M, Top, 


SALMON-FISHING AT NOTTINGHAM, 

S1r,—The holidays opened rather disappointingly to salmon-fishermen, the river 
being too high and thick. On Wednesday, it having fined down, Mr. Potts got one 
fish at Weston 16lb,; on Thursday, Mr. Cartwright one, 184lb., in the Shardlow 
length ; Mr. Lee lost a big fish the same day at King’s Mills, getting him round a 
sunken tree. Mr. Wood, on Friday week, caught one in the same swim, 26lb., after 
having it on half an hour. The fish rushed round the same tree, entangling his 
line, Holmes, the keeper, having to go in to release his line, when the fish rushed 
into a bed of weeds, the keeper following him, and gaffed the fish in 3ft. of water, 
and landed him on the opposite bank ; Mr. Cartwright, sen., one, 13lb., the same day 
in the Colwick water. On Wednesday, Mr. Fields Weston lost a very large fish after 
an hour’s run through having no one to help him toland it. Several good fish have 
been caught at (Willington the last few days. The river is now dead low.—I 
am, c., : ASL Ws 

June Ist, 





A SUGGESTION TO ANGLERS. 

Srr,—I have observed that under the head of “Irish Notes” in papers giving 
information for anglers, the notes are almost invariably confined to a few well- 
known waters, such as Ballinahinch, Galway, the Pontoon, Lough Melvin, and a few 
others, Will you allow me to suggest that the angler in Ireland should occasionally 
drop you a line when some less known, or, at all events, less mentioned, waters 
respond cheeringly to his fly? Tor instance, last week I was staying a couple of 
days with a Liverpool friend who is residing for a time at Hunter’s Hotel, Wooden- 
bridge, a most charming situation in the valley where the Aughrim joins the Avoca ; 
and having rod and fly-book with me, I strolled out to enjoy the lovely scenery, and 
catch, if I could, a few fish. The weather was bitterly cold, and a North wind 
occasionally bringing us hailstorms, made it feel more like January than May, as was 


the case all over the country. However, I managed to bring home, the first day, 
four dozen trout, and five dozen the next, all small but lively fish. I have no doubt, 
with a few days’ experience of the water and more favourable weather, I could 
easily double the number, It is not always the quantity and size of the fish that 
makes an angling tour enjoyable—it is the surroundings, the quarters, the scenery, 
the life ; and I certainly think the scenery of Wicklow, in the heart of which 
Hunter's Hotel is situated, would help to make a man happy and contented, even 
though he caught but very few and little fish. But the sport of the kind is good ; 
the hotel charges moderate, I hear, for being a guest, can’t speak from experience ; 
but ‘I can and do as to cleanliness and comfort. It is within easy reach of 
Dublin, and, I think, for anglers who would be satisfied with small gamey fish, it 
would not be easy to find a place so accessible, convenient for ladies and gentlemen, 
and so likely to afford peaceful pleasure and satisfaction. I may add that I went 
with a friend for a few days to Connemara, and although we got several trout, some 
over 3lb., the weather was altogether against us. I saw the May Fly out in fairly 
large numbers on Corrib on May 15th.—I am, &c., E. SPENCER GOUGH, 
Vicar of Burley, Leeds. 


AN ANGLER’S EDEN ON THE WHITADDER. 

Srr,—I have just concluded one of the pleasantest holidays I have ever spent, 
amidst lovely and romantic scenery, in spite of moderate weather, and from att 
angling point of view, successfully. My object in writing you is not to boast of 
my achievements, but simply to bring a somewhat overlooked portion of Buckland’s 
‘‘ favourite” stream, the Whitadder, to the more prominent notice of my brethren 
of the Rod. 

Several of your contributors have spoken in glowing terms of this prolific trouting 
river in the “ Abbey St. Bathans and St. Agnes” districts. Perhaps you will permit 
me, for the guidance of those who are strangers to the Whitadder, to add my testi- 
mony to its qualities in another district, easy of access—namely, from Canty’s Brig 
to Hutton (alternate pool and stream) give habitation to some of the very best 
specimens of trout I have seen anywhere, and my experience as an amateur is not of 
yesterday. 

An imporiant item to anglers is “comfortable” quarters. There is a veritable 
little “Garden of Eden” about midway between Canty’s Brig and Hutton, named 
“ Paxton,” possessing a lot of very old women, bearing testimony to the healthiness 
of the district ; also some very fine juvenile specimens. But this information may 
not be so important as the existence of a clean, comfortable little inn, called The 
Cross, now conducted by Mr. Roberts, a capital business man and a keen angler, who 
knows every foot of the water, and is most obliging. Mrs. Roberts has her points of 
merit also, being a splendid cook, an early riser, and Civility and Attention’s self, 
with strictly moderate charges. What better combination of comforts could an 
angler desire? Should you become weary of wooing the Whitadder gems, you can 
return to The Cross, at, say, 5 p.m., have dinner, and through the privilege accorded 
by the gentlemanly owner of Paxton House, to people who conduct themselves, by 
walking down through the grounds, you can be on the famous Tweed in 15 
minutes, To those contemplating an angling holiday, my advice is, Communicate 
with the host of The Cross ; take his advice if you do not know the river, and you 
will return well paid for the confidence reposed. There is one stream, “ below the 
tile sheds,” as it is locally called, which can be waded its entire length (not incon- 
siderable) up the centre sufficient for a whole day, and gives the best up-stream 
clear water fishing I have ever had, and its sides never fail the fly at night in the 
warm months. Altogether, between Canty’s Brig and Hutton Village any angler 
may spend a few days or weeks to his entire satisfaction, returning daily, as a rule 
with a creditable creel of fish, averaging about three to the pound, with not un- 
frequently a preponderating quantity of 4 or ?-pounders, a pretty occasional pounder, 
and now and then a ‘“reinyvigorator” in the shape of a monarch 21b. or upwards. 

In bringing this particular part of the Whitadder under the notice of your 
readers, I am simply imbued with a desire to benefit those lovers of the Craft who 
may be at aloss which way to wend their steps. Now that all anglers have gota 
May Fly in each eye, and are daily asking themselves “ Where shall I go?”’? Ladvise 
my brother disciples to do as I did, train to Berwick-on-Tweed, drive or walk three 
miles to Canty’s Brig, fish up to Paxton, stay at The Cross, and you won’t regret it. 

A NEWCASTLE AMATEUR. 








SALMON-FLY FOR THICK WATER. - 

Sir,—Perhaps Mr. Kelson would kindly state what salmon-fly he would 
recommend for a river which, five days out of the seven, is discoloured by the 
washings from lead mines? The river runs, for a good distance after its rise, 
through peaty moors, so that after a flood the water is porter-coloured ; but this 
peasoup-coloured pollution flows in, and when the water runs down it is so thickly 
mixed with the lead “hush,” that in pools where the water is a few feet deep it 
seems impossible for a salmon lying at the bottom to see a fly.—I am, sh 

ASTLE, 





A MAGNIFICENT LEA TROUT. 

Srr,—It may interest you to know that while fishing at the Fish and Eels, 
Hoddesdon, near Broxbourne, on Friday last (May 29th), I succeeded, after three- 
quarters of an hour’s fine play, in landing a magnificent trout (without any 
assistance), weighing 13lb. 2oz., it being 28in. long by 181in.in girth. Mr. Bening- 
field, of the Crown Inn, Broxbourne, considers this the largest trout ever taken from 
the Lea with rod and line, The fish is now in the hands of Mr. Cooper for setting 
up. Trusting you may find space for this item,—I am, Xc., H. BROOKWELL, 

15, Belmont Villa, Leyton-road, Leyton, June 1st. 





FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER. 

Srr,—If your correspondent, E. @, Stephens, will go to Newton Mere, train to 
Newton Bridge, water just near, he will get as good coarse-fishing as there is about 
Manchester. There is a small charge for fishing. Or he can go to Peck Mere, train 
to Lostock Gralam.—lI am, Xc., W. H, MAcAuLAy. 

P.S.—I have just returned from Scotland, and have had a month’s good fishing. 
I have killed nearly 800 troutand 100 sea-trout, and I should be glad to send you all 
particulars as to places and how to get there, as a guide for some of your many 
correspondents who would care to penetrate the wilds of Ayrshire and other parts. 

{Should like to have the notes.—ED. | 





THE SPANISH GUT CROP. 

S1r,—We have just received a report from the manager of our gut manufactory 
in Spain, which will interest your readers. He says :— 

“There will be a scarcity of gut this season, The gut harvest has been small, the 
North wind having killed the greater part of the worms. Thick gut is very rare, 
while the extra long, fine gut is all worm-eaten and worthless.” | 

We have no doubt your readers will regret this, as we do.—We are, &c. 

Standard Works, Redditch, June 2nd. 8. ALLCGocK AND Co, 





IMPRESSIONS ABOUT HACKLES. 

Sir,—I have read “Sprouston’s” letter on Hackles, where he says that he con- 
siders that the hackles styled ‘“‘ White Coch-y-bonddu” to be neither more nor less 
than simply “grey hackles,” and that they are known as such by all practical men 
of any note. In Mr, Kelson’s reply, he seems to give us the idea that grey hackles 
are “Coch-y-bonddu,” or “Coch-y-bonddo” in Wales; but has not Mr. Kelson 
baptised them himself by thenameof White Coch-y-bonddu? If not, they must have 
been named so by the Welsh; but we are not to be ruled by the Welsh. In naming 
hackles black and white, no doubt a grey is inferred, : 

Mr. Kelson also says that the hackles in question are not used in making the body 
of the “Childers.” All practical fly-tyers will say they are when dyed yellow, also 


for making “ Durham Rangers” when dyed red.—I am, &c., : 
5 5 OBSERVER, 
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A TWENTY-FIVE POUND TRENT SALMON, 

Sir,—Mr. T. Wood, of Nottingham, the lessee of the salmon fishery in the river 
Trent, at King’s Mills, Weston, and Shardlow Water, hooked and safely landed 
yesterday (Friday, the 29th ult.) a splendid salmon in fine condition—weight over 
25lb. 

Tt was caught with the spinner opposite King’s Mills weirs, and was an unusually 
evand fish, and took nearly forty minutes to land.—I am, Xe., 
~ Weston-on-Trent. eel. 

P.S.—The river is now in fine condition for fishing, and plenty of salmon, 


SWALLOW CAUGHT ON THE FLY LINE. 

Srr,—While fishing in the river Usk at Llangibby on Whit-Monday, I was sur- 
prised at my line receiving a peculiar check whilst in the air, and upon turning 
round to see what was the cause of it, I was amused and astonished to see that a 
swallow had taken my fly! After some difficulty I succeeded in unhooking my 
somewhat novel fish, which, after a short rest and a warming under my coat, flew 
off apparently ready for another fly, Ihave heard of such cases before, but this is 
the first time that such an instance has occurred within my own observation,—I am, 
&e., ARTHUR JEFFERYS. 

[We have only twice caught swallows in this way, but the wonder is they are not 
oftener caught.—ED., | 








A SHOOTING-BOOT WANTED. 

Srr,—Perhaps some non-wading fly-fisher can tell me where a shooting-boot, 
thoroughly waterproof like the “ K,” but coming 3in. higher up the leg than that 
excellent article, can be obtained at a moderate price, say 30s. By being enabled to 
step on a stone here and there a few inches under water, and walk through very 
shallow spots, a man able to throw a good line may do pretty well in many parts of 
our moorland rivers, andavoid the ill effects and encumbrance of waders.—I am, &c,, 

Ikley. WATCHETT, 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Srr,—As many members.of our Angling Societies are making enquiries respecting 
the waters rented by the Anglers’ Association for the use of its members, will you 
kindly permit me to give them the required information through your columns? 

The following waters are rented only by the Anglers’ Association :— 

The Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End; nearest railway station, Ponder’s 
End, Great Eastern Railway. 

The smaller Lea, from High-road, Waltham, to the outlet into the navigation 
stream above Enfield lock ; nearest railway stations, Ordnance Factory and Waltham 
Cross, Great Eastern Railway. 

Old River Wey, from Weybridge lock to Walsham lock ; nearest railway stations, 
Weybridge and Addleston, South Western Railway. 

King’s (Head Fishery, Chelmsford ; nearest railway station, Chelmsford, Great 
Eastern Railway. 

The members are also entitled to fish the following waters, rented by the Fisheries 
Society :— 

Uxbridge Canal, from Bottle Bridge to Slough ; nearest stations, Uxbridge, 
Langley, and Slough, Great Western Railway. 

Grand Junction Canal, from Batchworth lock (No. 81) to Springwell lock (No, 83) ; 
nearest station, Rickmansworth, North Western Railway. 

Grand Junction Canal, from Cheddington-road Bridge (No. 126) to Leighton and 
Linsdale-road Bridge (No. 114) ; nearest stations, Cheddington and Leigton, North 
Western Railway. 

Arrangements for the renting of others waters for the exclusive use of members 
of the Angler’ Association are being carried out.—I am, &c., 

June 4. R. GHURNEY. 

N.B.—There will be no change of privilege ticket for the South Hastern Railway 
this season, so that the bright pink one already issued will remain in operation, 


A CORRECTION. 
Sir,—In your last week’s issue of the GAZETTE I wished to correct an error 





in “Little’s Annual,” and I wrote :—‘ For instance, ‘ Borrow ’ Wood should 
be ‘Barron’ Wood,” But the word “Barron” wrongly appears as “ Borrows,”— 
Iam &c., 

May 30. E, M, Top. 


ITEMS IN A TROUT’S STOMACH. 

S1r,—Whilst fishing the Ouse on Whit-Monday, I caught a trout of about 6oz, 
Feeling some hard body in its stomach, I opened it up, taking the seyen shells Inow 
inclose for your inspection. 

Lam well aware that in some rivers the trout thrive (and grow pink in the flesh) 
where a very tiny shell exists in large quantities, conical in form, and crushed with 
ease, 

Such an experience as this, however, has never been mine, and I have fished for 
thirty years and more. 

I should like you to inform me if it is unusual or unprecedented, and to give an 
Editorial footnote as to the species of shell and its size? The trout was in good con- 
dition, 

The Ouse at this point is but a brook with a muddy bottom.—I am, &c., 

Ewen M. Top. 

P.S.—I find that only six of the shells remain, one being lost, The shells are very 
frail, being, I presume, partly digested. 

[It is the common freshwater mollusc Limne@a percgra, like a periwinkle in shape 
only not so large, though some of these are fin. long. Trout are very fond of them, 
but we never saw such large ones from so small a trout before.—ED, | 


SALMON FISHING IN THE TRENT. 

S1r,—The sport for the past week has been rather better. On Monday, at Colwick, 
Mr. Lowater and Mr, Raven caught two fish about 19#1b. each, Mr, Lowater having 
a very exciting time of it, the fish being hooked above the Weir, After playing it 
some time, it rushed over the Weir, taking 150yds. of line. The angler not being 
able to follow it through some projecting piles, his friend, Mr. Raven, ran below and 
threw his tackle over the line, broke his own tackle off, tied it to Mr. Lowaters, and 
succeeds in killing the fish, 

Several good fish have been taken in the Shardlow water. Mr, Cartwright, on Thurs- 
day, had one of 1631b. Thesame day IT hooked one and lost him ; but just before giving 
over I got hold of another, with spinning bait, exactly 20lb., a very grand fish, Mr, 

30wman lost a good fish on Friday.—I am, &c., 


May 24. A.W. 





REMINISCENCES OF THE NADDER AND WYLYE. 

Sir,—Will you permit me, as having myself played a part in “A Young Hand’s” 
ee with a trout, to point out a few errors in his article in your issue of 
23rd inst, ? 

The lost fish was a trowt of somewhat over 3lb., not a grayling of 5lb. or 6lb. 
Grayling hereabouts seldom reach 3lb,, and any reported instance of a four-pounder 
would need very close investigation before it could be finally accepted ; 5b, or 6lb. 
might, therefore, be considered as verging on the fabulous, As for myself, I 
prefer pocket-scales to “ angler’s weight,” 

_The “peculiar cowdung ” was, I think, a variety of “Golden Spinner,” which, in 
1881, proved deadly for awhile, 

_ According to my own notes of the affair, taken within a day or two after, the time 
is overstated by about half an hour. However, we got our full share of work and 
fun out of it, and as for excitement, I can assure you that acertain patch of mud 
and weed under the bank, with its sunken briars and thorns, and an occasional eel 


squirming about under my bare toes, helped very considerably towards keeping me 


warm,—lI am, Xc., x, Hy V, 


STATE OF THE RIVER LEA, 


S1r,—I was down the river Lea at Tottenham this evening (Thursday), and am 
sure if you had been with me you would have been surprised and disgusted at the 
state of the river. It was fairly covered with sewage, and the fish, roach and jack, 
turning up in all directions, I would ask you, Sir, of what use is it for us to be 
always worrying ourselves to re-stock our favourite river, if this disgraceful state of 
things is to be allowed to continue? > 

I have just had in my hands two splendid roach, one of ?1b. and one lb. literally 
poisoned.—I am, Xc., H. J. Trpparts, Clapton Angling Society, 

46, Bishopsgate-street Without, H.C. j 

P.S.—Mz. T, Verdon, Lea Bailiff, had pailsful of fish, trying to bring them round, 


DESCRIPTIONS OF HACKLES. 

Sir,—I hope some of your contributors will give their ideas of hackles,.as 
suggested by ‘‘ New South Wales” in your last. Ya 

The book recently published by Mr, Cutcliffe is very explicit, and well worth 
perusal all through, He says, “In dark hackles the tip and extreme edges should 
be darker than the centre.” He swears by the rusty blues. Have any tried tadpoles 
for trout? I hear a good account of them, but “dread” the baiting.—I am, &c., © 

Navan, June Ist. SWIVEL, 


THE CAM AND THE FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT. 

Srr,—I write to ask your advice on a somewhat important matter. The other 
day I was fishing for trout in the river Cam, near Cambridge. I have been 
summoned for an infringement of the Freshwater Fisheries Act. I was using a 
spinning minnow (dead), and the argument on my adversaries’ side is that the Cam 
is not a trout river. Myansweristhatthe Thames, Lea, Trent, and Severn are not trout 
rivers any more than the Cam. They (the association) have introduced thousands 
of trout into the Cam during the last few years. Will you insert this letter in the 
next issue of your paper if you can—that is to say, in Saturday’s edition? If you 
cannot, would you oblige by sending me an answer by post, as I want to know how 
I can answer the charge brought against me. I had the misfortune to “foul” a 
small coarse fish, which I instantly returned to the water.—I am, &c., 

Clare College, Cambridge. EpmunD IF, LYNDALE-J BENNER. 

[If trout have been put into the Cam for the purpose of stocking it, we think 
Mr, Lyndale-Jenner was perfectly justified in trying for them when in their best 
season, To justify their action, his ‘adversaries ” should destroy every trout in the 
river. Our correspondent was using a fair bait for trout—no bait is taken exclu~ 
sively by trout—and it seems to us that there is not a word in the Freshwater 
Fisheries Act which prevents the capture, or attempted capture, of trout in any 
stream containing them, or even in which it is uncertain if they exist or not, The 
Act protects coarse fish out of season, not trout in season.—ED, | 


ODDS AND ENDS. : 

S1r,—In your last issue Mr. De Quincey mentions his use of wire to bind the 
keepers of ferruled rods. I tried light iron wire a short time ago, but not to any 
great extent, asI generally use spliced rods if ‘possible, I met, however, on the 
bank an acquaintance, who noticed the wire. “I tried it in Canada some years ago,” 
he said,“ but gave it up, as it would not draw so tight as string.” Perhaps the 
covered wire mentioned by your correspondent is less stiff. I had intended to try 
copper wire, but had not any at hand. Is there not a plan adopted by pike-snarers 
of burning their wire in hay, partly to take the glare off, partly to make it more 
dliable ? 
: Perhaps the following plan for adding a rough and ready adjustable check to plain 
crank reels may be useful to some of your readers. I mention it as it met with the 
approval of a country professional fisherman, and gives a cheap reel some of the 
advantages of an expensive one. I take a flat indiarubber band, and wind it round 
the crank of the reel, altering it until the pressure on the plate is sufficient for my 
purpose, and works equally both ways. Of course, the principle is that of a brake. 
It works very well in practice, though the band must be renewed occasionally, and 
makes the possession of a reel for every line or rod a less expensive luxury. The 
band also prevents the line from getting mixed up with the crank, as it cannot pass 
under it.—I am, &e., 

Bournemouth. WaAxX-END. 

[Next to the small indiarubber ring, a bit of fine wax-end is probably the best thing 
for fastening the joints, The indiarubber ring wound on the crank handle is a good 
idea, certainly,—ED. | fen 





FISHING IN THE DON, RUSSIA. 

Srr,—I should be much obliged if any reader of the GAzETTE would kindly 
inform me if there is any fishing on the Don, at Tagaurog, South Russia, during 
August, Also, what are the best baits to use, and what fish are to be caught ?—I am, 
&e. 
if Kensington-park-gardens, W. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual general meeting of the aboye society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, The chair was occupied 
by the Rev. J. Walker, M.A., and there was a large attendance of visitors and 
members. The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, 
the report of the auditors (Dr. Defriez and Mr. Bartlett) was received and adopted, 
and a vote of thanks passed to those gentlemen for their services. The election of 
the officers of the society was next proceeded with, with the following result: The 
Rt. Hon. Lord Geo. Hamilton, M.P., president; Major the Hon. E. R. Bourke, Edward 
Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., Mr, Alderman Cotton, M.P., the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor, and 
Sir Wm. McArthur, M.P., K.C.M.G., vice-presidents; Mr. H. L. W. Godwin, hon. 
solicitor; Mr.S. P. H. Moore, treasurer ; Captain Alfred, hon. curator and librarian, 
and Messrs. Crumplen, Bentley, Thomas, Parker, Chambers, Webster, Dr. Lloyd, Rev. 
J. Walker, and Dr. Defriez forming the committee. The election of the committee 
was taken by ballot, Mr. Banke and Mr, Hartley (secretary) acting as scrutineers. 
On the motion of Mr. Ohlson, seconded. by Mr. Webster, a vyote of 
thanks was passed to the committee for the expiring year. The chairman then 
called upon Dr. Brunton to proceed with the reading of his paper on the recent com- 
petition on Loch Leven. In a mostable and exhaustive paper Dr, Brunton described 
the Loch geographically and historically, concluding with an admirable description 
of the competition in which he succeeded in obtaining the first prize, his companion 
in the boat the second prize, and their boatmen the two prizes devoted to the assist-— 
ants. The prize money Dr. Brunton had expended in a handsome goblet, made 
esepcially by Mr. Sachs, the doctor defraying the whole of the expenses of his journey, 
The chairman, on behalf of the society, presented the goblet to Dr. Brunton, express- 
ing the deep debt of gratitude which the society owed to him. Dr. Brunton’s paper 
was ordered to be printed and circulated among the members. Mr. Godwin announced 
that afriend of his had kindly offered to read a paper on “ Sea-Fishing in Norway,” 
and it was left to the committee to arrange for its being read at an early date. A 
vote of thanks was accorded to the chairman, and the remainder of a long and 
pleasant evening devoted to music, The next smoking concert will take place on” 
Tuesday evening next, Members and friends are earnestly invyited-to attend and 
assist.—H. a 


—_——— beh 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. aks 

The next return visit on No, 2 District will take place at the above club-house on 

Monday, June 8th, when we shall be most happy to receiye all members that can 
make it convenient to attend,—A, SHEEN, sec, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


, DEE “(ABERDEENSHIRE — KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—Some splendid sport has 


been obtained hereabout during the past week. The river was in splendid size and 
full of fish of excellent quality. A good few grilse have been seen, and one or two 
killed ; but it will be a week or so until they come in force—that is, if they are to 
come at all, No less than 37 fish were killed on this section during the week; all 
fresh run, and in prime condition. Small fancy flies during the day, and the Eagle 
or Gordon at night, proved successful, On Monday, 25th : Sir Wm. Feilden, Bart., on 
the Ballogie water, had four, of 6lb., 7lb., 8lb., and 9lb.; Wm. Lamond, on the 
Norton water, two, 91b. and 131b. ; J. Harper, on the Desswood water, one of 16lb. ; J. 
Scott, on the Carlogie water, one of 16lb, Tuesday: Sir Wm. Feilden, on the Bor- 
rowstone water, one of 11lb.; Wm. Feilden, jun., on the Ballogie water, two, 72lb. 
and 8lb. ; Captain Jackson, ditto, one of 3lb., grilse ; J. Scott, on the Carlogie water, 
one of 18lb, Wednesday: Colonel Lane, on the Norton water, two, 931b. and 3Ilb., 
grilse; Sir Wm. Feilden, on the Ballogie water, one of 12lb.; J, Scott, on the 
Carlogie water, oae of 6lb, Thursday : Sir Wm. Feilden, on the Ballogie water, one 
of 831b.; J. Scott, on the Carlogie water, two, 91b. and 1llb. Friday: Sir Wm. 
Feilden, on the Ballogie water, one of 12lb. Saturday: Sir Wm. Feilden, on the 
Ballogie water, two, 6lb. and 3lb., grilse; Wm, Feilden, jun., ditto, one of 9}1b. ; 


Wm. Lamond, on the Norton water, two, 9lb. and 3lb., grilse ; J. Harper, on the: 
Desswood water, one of 93lb,; Ballogie keepers, on the Commonty water, ten fish, . 


from 7]b. to 14lb, Total, 37 fish—Pro Wm. BLACKLAWS, 


Durr (ABERDEENSHIRE).—Mr, Smith, our correspondent at Ballater, writes to us, 
and one of the tips he gives is that for fishing at present the Jockie and the Blue 
Charm cannot be beat. In the evening, however—and good fishing can now be got 
in the evening—small Gordons, Peacocks, Skiers, Dodgers, and Herons, with a deal 
of scarlet in the body, are very effective. The Peacock is a fly that, if dressed the 
proper size, does well at any time ; but at present the best in our evening fly-list are 
undoubtedly the first and the last named of the lot. The Amethyst has done capital 
execution on a beat or two brought into prominence lately on account of the heavy 
takes got on them by some anglers not averse to experimenting with flies quite 
strange to their fly-books till recently. So much for several really good patterns, 
which we of late have been endeavouring to bring under the notice of our salmon- 
angling friends, Other good killing flies just now are Blue Doctor, Childers (for 
brown water), and the Jeannie. What fine flowing waters we have had recently 
—just perfection in size and colour, the only drawback being a slight moving up 
and down, attributable to showers in the high-lying districts, and the melting of 
snow on the lofty mountains that “guard the infant rills of Highland Dee.” The 
first half of June is usually very dry hereabout, but the June of this year, so far 
as run, has been rather showery. There is still too much water in the river for 
grilse running freely. You see that when there is a great amount of fresh water 
in the bay there is no inducement for them or the salmon either to force the pas- 
sage of the river. Though grilse are very quick, they are not strong swimmers, 
and they do not care to venture, as they make but little headway against a sus- 
tained, rapid, and voluminous current. With salmon it is different, on account of 
their conformation and the full development of their fins. Nothing great has 
been done at any of the net stations on the river last week—thatis to say, in the way 


of a haul of fish ; but on several days a fair number of superb salmon got hauled in | 


by the fishermen, One lot of 14 salmon averaged a shade over 141b.—the hést 
weight fora number of fish recorded since the season opened. Anglers will be glad 
to learn that a good many fish are managing to escape the nets. Any information 
about pattern flies will be gladly given.—W. M. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE. )—Weather very much improved for the better now ; but 
on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of last week the wind was blowing so istrong 
that anglers couldn’t stand to fish. The river is in very good sizeat present. Very 
good prospects are in view, asa great many fish are making their way up to the 
higher reaches. Hotel water: W. Coupland, Esq., on Thursday, the 28th ult., three 
of 9341b., 83lb. and 7lb., and on Saturday, the 30th ult., one fish of J1}lb.; E. A. 
Clowes, Esq., on Monday, the Ist inst., two fish of 731b, and 8lb., and on Tuesday, 
the 2nd inst., one fish of 831b. Birk Hall water: Captain G.- R. Heathcote (26th 
Cameronians), on Tuesday, the 2nd, one fish of 73lb., also a few good trout; Lieut. 
Blackburn, on Tuesday, the 2nd, one fish of 83lb. Cambus O’May water: F. 
Gaskell, Esq., has had some very nice sport for the past week. The killing flies 
have been Jockie, Jeannie, Logie, Blue Charm, March Brown, Clunnie, Jock Scott, 
and small Grey Heron.—Guo, SmitH, Fishing-Tackle Maker, Ballater, 


Don.—The very large trout did not come up well last week, the weather 
being so squally and there being such an absence of the natural fly on the water. 
During blinks of sunshine in the forenoons, a few big fellows were captured, but the 
smaller fry seemed far readier to take. The Quill Gnat, Partridge, Ruff, and 
Harelug, all of small size, were the most in repute amongst anglers. A gentleman 
who fished the Grandholm water the other day told us that when he was out “ the 
water was boiling with fine heavy trout.” We believe that Mr. James Brown, of 
the New Market, can still accommodate a rod or two on this splendid trout fishery. 
If the wind gets into the west, and continues there pretty well for a while, there 
will no doubt be some really excellent trouting. 





DUMFRIESSHIRE.—AIl along the banks of the Nith during the past week there 
have been large numbers of anglers, Trout have been rising in all directions, but of 
sea trout I hear of only a solitary kill hear and there. There have been capital 
baskets of Cairn trout nearly everyday. Last night (Wednesday) Mr. John Wymms, 
an enthusiastic fisher, hooked three sea trout with a No. 2 hook, baited with midge ; 
he could not land them, the hook being too small. In the Esk, cold weather has 
mitigated against the chances of much sport. Practical hands, however, have carried 
off numbers of yellow trout. The other day Mr. Joseph Varty, Langholm, caught 
with the fly a splendid trout in the Glenfirra pool. Ladviseanglers from a distance 
not to place too much faith yet in the Nith and Annan near the county towns, but 
to stick to the smallér tributary streams. I have nothing particular to record from 
Kirkeudbrightshire beyond the fact of a sensational report of an unusually big haul, 
which I do not put much faith in.—W. B. 


TAy.—On Cargill water : Mr. Stewart, two fish. On Dalguise water : Mr, Shields, 
fifteen trout. ‘Tummel : Mr. Mitchell, two fish, 12}lb., 17lb.; Mr. McGregor, one, 
18lb. Loch Rannoch: Mr. Smith, Cheshire, one hundred and fifty trout ; Mr. Staver- 
ton, sixty trout; Mr. Lee, forty trout. Loch Leven: Mr, Ferguson, twenty-two 
trout, 18lb. 40z.; Mr. Miller, twenty-three, 16lb.; Mr. Isles, twenty-five, 20lb.; Mr. 
Buchanan, twenty-five, 23lb.; Mr. Cockburn, twenty-two, 181b. ; Mr. Blair, twenty- 
eight, 22lb. ; Mr, Webster, twenty-eight, 211b. ; Mr. Shields, twenty-nine, 21lb. The 
weather now is all that could be expected for successful angling, and good sport 
may be anticipated —P, D. M. 
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We are requested to state that the Medical Battery Company, Limited, of which 
Mr. C. B. Harness is managing director, has opened the extensive premises, 52, 
Oxford-street, London, W. (corner of Rathbone-place), and that the business hitherto 
carried on under Mr. Harness’s direction, and known as the Pall Mall Electric Asso- 
ciation, 21, Holborn Viaduct, and the Medical Battery Company, 295, Regent-street, 
are amalgamated, and will in future be conducted by the new company at 52, 
Oxford-street, W. “Mr. Harness has been so long and prominently before the public 
in connection with electrical and other scientific enterprises, that we have no doubt 
the Medical Battery Company, Limited, will, under his direction, maintain that fore- 
most position in these matters that has distinguished its predecessors, 


IRISH NOTES, 


Se 


LovuGH MELVIN AND THE ERNE, Co. DoneGAL.—Good sport was obtained last 
week, although the weather was anything but favourable for angling—glaring, 
bright sun and cold, easterly wind. Still, this did not seem to affect the fish, and 
some really fine ones were captured, The lough is now in first-class order, and as a 
lot of new fish have just run in, a continuance of good sport is expected. During 
the past week ten salmon were taken, ranging from 144lb, to 8lb., and nine grilse of 
from 35lb, to 51b. each. Fine baskets of trout are still being taken, and as soon as 
we have some rain still better sport is expected. The salmon-fishing on the Erne 
commenced last week, when Mr. A. M. Munn opened the season on the 26th by kill- 
ing the first, a splendid fellow of 16lb. After this no fishing was done until the 
30th ult., when Mr, H. Robertson, jun., of Pale Hall, Corwen, North Wales, who 
arrived here in the afternoon, and went on the river at 5 o’clock, when he hooked, 
and after two and a half hours’ splendid sport, landed the largest salmon that has 
ever been taken with the rod on the Erne. This fish weighed 411b., and was the 
handsomest fish I have ever seen, Dr. Aikin, of London, who arrived here the same 
day, killed a very nice fish of 201b, Good fishing is being had this week,—M, RoGAN, 
Ballyshannon, 





GALWAy.—Friday : Since last report, Mr. MacGusty fished two days and killed two 
peel, weighing 91b., and one salmon, 143lb. Mr. Anstice, for the week, has killed 
six peel, weighing from 5lb. to 8lb., and five salmon, weighing 621b., two 12lb. each, 
one 151b., and one 18Ib, respectively, June seems to have improved the weather, for 
this last three days has been more genial and mild, Water is in very fair order, and 
fish seem to be coming in well—ROUNDSTONE, 


Moy AnD LAKE.—Since last report, sport:on river and lake has been fast in- 
creasing, The anglersout are killing from one to three salmon a day ; very few 
blank days. Trout-fishing has fallen off this last week, but expect it soon on again. 
The weather is now mild, with occasional showers of rain, and south-west wind. 
Salmon and grilse are ascending the river in large numbers, and a few sea trout have 
been caught with fly, one of 441b,—FRANK Hnarns, Ballina, Co, Mayo, 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The river now is very low, as we had 
no rain to signify for the past week, and consequently the water has become clearer 
aud lower each day. On the upper waters fishing has come to a standstill, except in 
a few deep runs ; but on the lower river, about Clonmel and farther down, it is only 
just getting into proper order for angling, and we have for the first time to record 
a few captures. Mr. Debairan got two fish on Saturday—viz., a salmon of 171b., and 
a peel 731b., at Pontathassal stream below Kilsheelan. W. Russell got one at the 
‘bridge stream,” and Mr. R. F, Hutchings rose two in the same stream. The fol- 
lowing salmon were killed on the Ardfinan and other waters, rented by Mr. Jas. B. 
Deacon :—May 22nd, two, 13lb., 121b. ; 23rd, four, 131b,, 121b., 11]b., 8b. ; 24th, two, 
141b,, 121b, ; 25th, blank, river too coloured from road washings ; 26th, three, 111b., 
101b., 8lb. ; 27th, two, 13lb., 11lb.; 28th, unfishable, owing to heavy gales from 
opposite side of riyer.—RIcHD, BRADFORD, 





FAREWELL DINNER TO MR, HeNRy M. STANLEY,—Last Friday, on the eve of his 
departure for the Congo, Mr. Stanley was entertained at dinner by his publishers, 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, and Co., who hadinvited a number of gentlemen to 
meet the celebrated traveller. My. Edward Marston, who acted as chairman, in 
proposing the health of Mr. Stanley, expressed the pleasure it gave the firm to be 
honoured by the presence of so many distinguished guests ; it was just seven years 
almost toa day since they, ona similar occasion, had bid God-speed to Mr. Stanley, 
who was then leaving England to establish the Congo Free State, after haying, on 
that marvellous journey through the Dark Continent, discovered the grandest river 
in the world. Mr. Stanley, in the course of a happy humorous little speech, referred 
to the very pleasant relations he had had for many years with the firm of Messrs. 
Sampson Low, Marston, and Co. ; he saw present there that evening some gentlemen 
he had had the pleasure of meeting before under very different circumstances, in the 
heart of Africa instead of in-the heart of London... On his right was his dear friend 
Mr. Edwin Arnold, author of that grand work, “ The Light of Asia,’’ at whose sugges- 
tion and in consequence of whose encouragement he had, after finding Livingstone, 
decided to try and carry on Livingstone’s work ; on his left was a gentleman, Dr. 
Henry Lansdell, who had travelled a great deal in Asia and published most valuable 
works—he ventured to hope Dr. Lansdell would turn his attention to Africa in the 
future, Mr. Stanley then proposed the health of Mr. Edwin Arnold, to which that 
gentleman replied, giving an extremely: graceful and: bright little sketch of Mr. 
Stanley’s career—it was quite certain no history of the nineteenth century would 
be complete without an account of Mr. Stanley’s achievements. Mr. Staveley Hill, 
M.P., in replying to the toast of his health, which had been proposed by Mr. W. J. 
Rivington, also expressed the pleasure it gave him to be present, and to wish their dis- 
tinguished guest every success in the great undertaking he had before him, Mr. N, 
Maccoll spoke in high appreciation of Mr. Stanley and his work, and also made a 
graceful and kind reference to his publishers. Mr. R. B. Marston, in proposing the 
health of Dr. Lansdell, likened the missionary labours of that gentleman to those of 
St. Paul, journeying undauntedly among perils of all kinds for many thousands of 
miles ina part of Asia of great interest to Englishmen at the present time. Dr. 
Lansdell. in replying, entered a strong protest against his being regarded as a 
Russophile, notwithstanding the fact that his book was dedicated to the Czar. He 
had always endeavoured to be perfectly truthful and impartial. He gave a most 
graphic and interesting account of some experiences of his recent travels. After 
other speeches, Mr. Stanley proposed the health of the members of the firm, and 
called upon Mr. 8. W. Searle, who, in replying, said he hoped it would not be by any 
means the last occasion on which they should have Mr, Stanley for their guest, and 
in the name of the firm thanked their visitors for supporting them so heartily. The 
dinner, which was in every way a most successful one, took place in the Queen’s 
Saloon atthe Holborn Restaurant, and among those present were :—Captain Abney, 
R.E., Edwin Arnold, C.S.1., L. Bangs, G. W. Daniels, W. Faux, Joseph Hatton, G. A. 
Henty, Staveley Hill, Q.C., M.P., H. H, Johnston, J. 8. Keltie, R. J. Lake, Dr. Henry 
Lansdell, Crosby Lockwood, N. Maccoll, R. B. Marston, E. Marston, H, P. Marston, A. 
O. Mudie, C. A. Patten, J. F, Phayre, J. H. Pirie, W. J. Rivington, F, H. Rivington, 
J. Sandifer, S. W. Searle, Bram Stoker, and Rey. C. H. M. Watson. 


To RECENT SUBSCRIBERS.—Since we last asked our readers to be kind enough to 
send us the names and addresses of any anglers they know who were not acquainted 
with the GAZETTE, hundreds of new subscribers have taken the paper, and we ask 
them if they will kindly take the trouble to help us inthe way we suggest, so that 
we can send specimen copies. Many of our advertisers haye been in the paper con- 
tinuously for years, and have voluntarily acknowledged the benefit they have received, 
If any of our readers can induce friends they may know who advertise, to give the 
GAzoTTE a trial, it will greatly aid us in still further improving the paper, 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—These world-renowned. remedies are confidently recom- 
mended to. miners, navvies, and all who have to work underground, or where noxions atmospheres 
exist. Tle minute particles of coal or metal which permeate the air in ‘such places tend to block up 
the lungs and air-tubes, giving rise to. bronchitis, asthma, and paipitation of the heart. In Holloway’s 
remedies will be found a safé and easily-used medicament, for the penetrating properties of the Oint- 
ment relieve the local congestions, and the mildly laxative effects of the Pills cause the liver to act 
freely, and the breath to become unembarrassed. By early resort to these remedies many a serious ill- 
ness may be averted, and the soundness of health maintained. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 





' he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that-is'required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 


whether they maybe genuine or nots. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Orders puuctually attended to,_(ADV’.) 
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Inventors of Steeled 
Rods, &c., &c. 


Send for Samples. 





im Ub. 
SFISHINGS 
TACKLE - 
Without this Mark no 
Metal Centred Rodsor 
Lines aie genuine. 


We supply on the following 





Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FisHInG GAZETTE, sends (under 
“ IMPROVED ” REEL LINE (tapered for trout fishing) last season and this. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR 17.—I am, yours faithfully, 
‘Improved’ line is SO GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No. 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 
I am recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Field) says :—“ Your Acme 
PINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. 


Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 


{6-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“I have used the New ACME 
The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 


 & 
ean 
Re t) 
NI 


Bis 














London, 1888. 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT ” ON LABEL. 


Manufactured by D. and W. 4H. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 


‘SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW_ & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAN D, London, W.C., ; 
New Patent 2 Sa Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 
(Can be regulated to any FOR HOLDING 


stiffness at will). EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 


The “PERFECT” 
Double Taper 
Solid Plaited 

Silk Trout Fly 

Line. 









Improved 
Folding 
Trout 
Landing 
Nets 


(Very Light). 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s, ; smaller do., 3s, 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 




















N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS. ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 
eee 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d, per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Pbehy s 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d. 

_ A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, snitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c,, &e, 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H, CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S,A, 








J: WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finisheda light bronze — = 
colour, Which is much less conspicuous in is Be: 
ce iey than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefull : 
peer ns pring y (PATENT NO. 15,730) 

Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, haying 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market, 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks, 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ” Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. . 

Impioved Waterproof Braided Silk Lines, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 

_paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “ Model’? Trout Fly Rod. 

New “Patent” Regulating Reels—Strike-from-the-Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ringand Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. " 

ss Patented ” Spring Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
fastening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner’s “Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat Basket.—“ The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (‘ Patented’’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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THE HOOK OF THE FUTURE: 





LONG- MAYS 





The above SNECKEY LIMERICK BEND EYED-HOOKS—originally made and perfected by us in 
conjunction with the suggestions of many eminent Anglers—have attained a wide and well-merited 


We gavethem the distinctive name of “ Hall’s Eyed Trout Fly Hooks,” under which 
Against all imitations we wish to caution 
the Trade and Anglers generally. 


LATEST NOVELTY. 
GUT LOOPS SUPERSEDED BY HUTCHINSON & SON’S 


TAPER-EYED DOUBLE SALMON FLY HOOKS, 


Limerick Bend. THasily mounted. Neat and secure. Can be had from most Tackle Dealers. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


HUTCHINSON & SON, KENDAL. 


reputation, 
name theyare now being largely imitated by other makers. 
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June 6, 1885.) 
RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 5 Putney. 
fe i Speen pee 
" arnes, 
Bids 55 idee Kee 
75 . Richmond. 
80 rr Twickenham, 
85 Ff Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, June 6... Ps 7.14 aod aes 7.42 
Sunday, * v4, eee sie 8.13 vee mee 8.45 
Monday, + Saglevaa sisi 9.20 tes 9.53 
Tuesday, - Dita 10.27 aes 10.57 
Wednesday, aya LOM Meee te 11.27 vas 11.57 
Thursday, Poe bh lowers eae 12.0 ae Abe 12,23 
Friday, Ae te POF eee Lhe 1.11 


New Moon June 12. 
Gs River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAzETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
enn nnn reer nn reer nce 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


It is somewhat remarkable how much the fry of the salmon and trout recently 
turned into the rearing stream at Sunbury have thriven in their new home. An 
inspection of the youngsters was made by Mr. Spreckley on Thursday in last week, 
who was accompanied by the secretary, and great satisfaction was expressed on their 
appearance and the progress they had made. They could be seen in all parts of the 
stream in great numbers, and many of them are aslarge asminnows. On the same 
day, Mr. Beale, of the Thames Conservancy, met the President of the T.A.P.S. for 
the purpose of arranging as to the extension of the channel which has been kindly 
ordered by the Conservators on Mr. Spreckley’s application. It was, therefore, 
arranged for some 40 or 50 yards’ increase from the lower portion, with an outlet 
at the end, still retaining the present one for any supplementary action. The work 
was to commence on the following morning with a gang of a dozen workmen, and 
it was hoped it would be completed before the expiration of another fortnight, when 
the land-locked salmon will be ready to be placed there. During the visit informa- 
tion was received that Mr. John Bond, of the Sun Hotel, Kingston, fishing that 
morning with John Johnson, jun., had taken a nice trout of 34b., the first this 
season, out of the Kingston water, and this was quickly followed with the intelli- 
gence that at Walton, just above,a gentleman, fishing at the tumbling bay with 
George Rosewell, had just caught a good trout of 6lb. Mr. Spreckley, with the 
secretary, then left Sunbury to attend a meeting of the Anglers’ Association at 
Chertsey, and with a couple of hours on hand, the former gentleman engaged 
J. Poulter for a try amongst the trout, and was nearly at the capture of a small fish, 
as there was some difficulty in the way of his throwing the line in the direction 
where the fish was feeding. A little later on Mr. T. R. Dyer succeeded in catching 
it, and brought it to the Chertsey Bridge Hotel for Mr. Spreckley to see. It was a 
pretty little fish of 2lb.,and would have made a much handsomer trout if it had 
been returned to the river again. It is interesting to know that the roach at last 
have commenced spawning, and the homes that have been made at Twickenham 
especially will be well worth a visit. These fish are just 20 days later than last year, 
in spawning, doubtless owing to the cold winds and cold nights in May. At 
Sunbury, Mr. Edward Lukyn has taken a nice trout of 4lb., and another small one 
which he put back again. Mr. Loftus, of Sunbury House, fishing with Alfred 
Stroud, has caught two trout, one weighing 6{lb., and the other 43lb. Mr. Alger 
has been trying the fly again, and succeeded in getting one of 41b. 100z., and two 
others, small ones, which he returned to the river again. The latter information 
confirms the statement of Mr. Alfred Stroud, in his report this week : “ There are 
a lot of small trout rising to the fly.” This fisherman also says: “I have seen the 
last two days on the weir hill more barbel and chub than I have ever seen before, 
and I think it looks well for a good fishing season.” At Shepperton, a gentleman 
fishing with George Rosewell, has taken a fine trout of 8lb. At Chertsey, Mr. 
Alexander Robb, in fly-fishing for trout, caught nine chub and three perch. There 
has been a report at Richmond of a trout having got into some camp sheeting that 
is being put up at the side of the river, and taken away by themen. As soonas the 
head river keeper, Alfred Thompson, got possessed of the information, he made every 
inquiry, and it is remarkable that each of those who are stated to know something 
about it totally denied all knowledge of it. This is how reports get about, and when 
sifted, are utterly worthless. 





UPPER THAMES. 


Summer weather has entered an appearance at last, and fish which had retired 
into the deeps for warmth, are now seeking livelier waters, where they can, without 
dress-improvers, show off their lovely outlines, and bask and frolic in the rushing 
water without much chance of injury from the weird public in the galleries above 
at 10s.each per annum, At Shillingford and Maple Durham, three trout have been 
had, all fairly had spinning from the banks, and in deep water free from weeds. In 
the Hambledon and Medmenham district, fish of 33lb., 5lb., and 63lb., have been 
had, the latter fish by Mr. Sturgess, out with Bod Young, from the Ferry Hotel. 
The landlord of the Ferry this morning told me that in his thirteen years’ experi- 
ence on the Thames, he never knew anything like the take of trout that now seems 
a daily occurrence. The Hurley waters have turned up two fish (the weight of 
one, uninjured, being uncertain, returned to grow wiser and better). Marlow waters 
have not reported any big fish. At Temple Weir pool, Mr. Place the other day caught, 
and had to kill, a chub of 3lb., and in its inside or mouth was found a flight of 
hooks, with lead, swivel, and gut. I saw the tackle, and am surprised the fish 
again attempted to swallow such a weapon. Thursday evening.—River all that can 
be desired for trout work, with few boats as yet about.—MARLow Buzz, 


Thames (Windsor). 

Very little trouting has been done these last few days, though weather has been 
very favourable for it, except in the middle of the day, and many fish have been seen 
sporting about. Beyond Mr. Taylor, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard 
Gray, 31st ult., one of 441b., Mr. H. W. Wright, of Windsor, one of the same weight, 
and a few smaller ones returned, nothing has been done. I have noticed the May 
Fly up here, but anglers seem to take no notice of it. If this fly is so killing on other 
waters where it appears, why not on the Thames if put nicely over a known fish? 
Barbel are jumping very much now, and appear fairly plentiful. In the early 
morning quantities may be seen sporting about, and a goodly sight of chub come on 
the shallows when the sun is well out. These fish will be well worth trying on the 
16th (when the season for coarse fish commences) with Alders, Governors, or Coch-y- 
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bondhus dressed large, The festivities at Eton on the 4th, or, at least, that part 
devoted to a firework display in celebration of the birth of George III., must have 
fairly astonished those trout that have been playing till recently round the firework 
eyot, and I shall be surprised if they do not take some little time to get over it ; but 
asa brace of handsome trout were recently taken within a few feet of a gang of men 
driving piles, the noise of which could be heard for miles round, to say nothing of 
the vibration caused, it is not improbable that they may still keep to their old home, 
—B, R, BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


The green and grey drakes have at length made an appearance, but the weather is 
now very hot, and the water in the trout becks very low; but one gentleman 
caught in one day during the past week, when it was comparatively dull and 
pleasant, twenty-four fish—fourteen trout and ten Fontinalis, some of the latter 
weighing nearly 11b, each, and those who ate them preferred them to trout; they 
cut very dark pink. Some good sport has been had at the river head amongst the 
coarse fish, one gentleman getting a 10lb. pike, and others some scores, or rather 
stones, of fish. I went down the other evening with some friends to Kelsey Lock, 
where scores, nay hundreds, of fish were swimming about, many of the roach being 
well up to 2lb. ; but they were so wide awake that we only caught two score, 


THOMAS Forp. 
The Bure (Norwich). 


The fish are now spawning on this stream ; the hot weather of the last few days 
has had that effect, so we may expect to hear of some fine perch being taken pater- 
nostering within the next few days. I am told the “yokels” are after them at 
dawn each morning ; but they are very reticent about their catches. Capital sport 
was had at Wroxham, both above and below the bridge, last week, though, as a rule, 
no fish of any size were caught, the largest I heard of being a perch about 2b. 
Small roach could be had nearly every swim, also small bream flats. The Norwich 
clubs are now beginning to bestir themselves with regard to their summer matches, 
the first being, I believe, that to be held by the Champion some time this month at 
Horning Ferry, which place is deservedly popular, as there is good attention and 
usually plenty of sport. Iam pleased to report that the Norwich Angling Club have 
this year adopted a scale for all kinds of fish, below which none may be killed in 
their annual match. This is an example worthy to be followed by kindred societies. 
Prospects good for perch fishing —RoBERT MOLu. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 
Mr. C. Smart and Dr. Maling, Sunderland, caught, in two days, sixteen dozen and 
five trout. On the 4th, Mr. C. Browne and Mr. Hedley, five and a half dozen. These 
were the only gentlemen on the water this week.—F. B. 


Derby. 

The river is getting very difficult to fish, owing to the great quantity of flannel 
weed, and I am afraid, unless we have some rain, very little sport will be obtained. 
—SPINNING BAIT. 

The Dove. 


We have had a gloriously fine week, the first real foretaste of summer. The river 
has been running in beautiful order,and trout have been rising with increased 
freedom. The naturals on the water have become far more numerous than when I 
last wrote, and every day will now add to their myriads. The dishes have averaged 
quite four and a half brace per rod. The killing flies have been the Whistler, 
Wickham’s Fancy, the Spider, and the Fallow April Dun. Another week and the 
coarse fishing season will open, and hundreds of our local rodsters must be itching 
to get amongst the fins, which for three months they have been compelled to leave 
alone. The natural minnow and the Derby Killer are still accounting for the 
biggest trout in the tributaries, and the reports this week have been very encour- 


aging.— THE SPLODGER. , 
Eden (Carlisle). 


Angling has been only moderate during the Jast week. The weather has been too 
cold for really good creeper or worm fishing, and fly-fishing in the daytime is about 
over. Some of the professionals have had 6lb. or 7lb. during the night; but this is 
but a poor return for the loss of a night’s sleep, I have heard that Mr. Slater got 
71b. of trout and two salmon on Saturday. I could believe in the trout, or even 
double that weight, though he is still a cripple ; but to kill two salmon in the Eden 
on May 30th is such a wonderful piece of luck, that, unless I hear it from his own 
mouth, I can’t quite swallow it. The riveris now just getting into order for summer 
fishing, and I hope to have a fuller report of sport next week.—SILVER-GREY, 


Esk (Whitby). 


The anglers in this neighbourhood have been in high glee during the past week, 
owing to the success which they have had on the river. Monday was the opening 
day of the minnow fishing, and large numbers of local piscators were up betimes, 
in order to be on the banks of the stream at an early hour. I have heard of one 
enthusiastic and genial angler who was trolling his minnow as early as two o'clock 
in the morning. All were fairly successful with the minnow, but it may be men- 
tioned that before the advent of the “opening day” Mr. W. H. Rhodes was very 
successful with the fly. On Thursday night, the 28th ult., after business hours, he 
took with the artificial fly twenty-nine trout, weighing four to the pound. The fly 
used was the Alder principally. On the following night he secured eleven nice fish, 
and on Monday last he landed thirteen good trout. Mr. Rhodes fished from a boat 
on the dam at Ruswarp, and his record for three jaunts with the fly is the best of 
the season. Among the numerous anglers who went up stream with the minnow, 
none were so successful as Captain Dinsdale, he heading the list both as regards 
number of fish caught and the weight of the same. He landed thirty-four capital 
trout, the weight of the same being Ist. At the corresponding day of last year 
Captain Dinsdale landed thirty-three trout, but the size and quality of the fish did 
not come up to the mark of the sample which he succeeded in landing on Monday 
last. Mr. Moore landed five fine trout; Mr. Keighley and friend about a dozen ; 
Captain Hay, three brace ; Mr. F. W. Donkin, four brace ; Mr. R. Calvert, Mr. J. H. 
Lang, and several others did fairly well for the time they were on the river. The 
first salmon-trout caught on the river was landed by Mr. Donkin, of Sleights, on 
Wednesday week. It weighed 43lb.—J. J. J. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—During the past week some fine codlin, whiting, pout, and bream 
have been caught by parties fishing both to the eastward and westward ; also some 
large skate and ling have been caught from the jetty by hand-line fishers. On Wed- 
nesday a boat put in here having about 4,000 mackerel on board, which sold at 12 
and 20 fora shilling. Weather at present fine.—H. CoMER. 


Lea (Ware). 


The weather this evening (Thursday) is splendid, the river in splendid condition, 
and the trout have been feeding freely. I have seen several taken within the last 
few days going from 2]b. to 5lb., and they were as fat as pigs. Richard Nicholls, of 
this town, took one going over 5lb., and it was a beauty. Now the fence is nearly 
over, I must have a word about the roach ; and if some of the anglers that cry out 
about the Lea being fished out would only go to the “ boom ” and see the fish rise, it 
would make them alter their song.— HARRY PAGE, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are both keeping in splendid angling condition, both being clear, 
and the anglers could not wish for better weather, or for the water to be in a better 
state than at present. The weather has been very warm, and the anglers of this 
part have visited both streams freely this week, and good sport has been had. The 
Cadow, or Mav Fly, is now on the water in good numbers, and the fish are rising 

| well at them, and several good lots have béen taken, The best flies used on the 
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streams are the Yellow Dun, Coachman, Teal Wing, and Sand-fly.: The Arrow, near 
Ivington, was tried on Friday, and a gentleman with the fly took a capital lot of 
splendid trout. With the May Fly the same day a gentleman caught some fine fish in 
the Lugg. In the Lugg, on Saturday, a gentleman tried the Yellow Dun and Coach- 
man, and landed a fine dish of trout averaging 2lb. each. The Arrow, near to 
Eardisland, was fished the same day by a gentleman, who with the May Fly took a 
capital lot of trout ayeraging db. each. On Monday the weather was very warm, A 
gentleman tried the Lugg, near Ford’s Bridge, and with the Yellow Dun and Coachman 
took a nice lot of good-sized trout. In-the Arrow—a few very nice fish were taken 
with the May Fly. In the Arrow, near Stanton, on Tuesday, a fine lot of trout were 
taken with the fly. A nice dish of fish were caught by a gentleman in the Lugg the 
same day with the May Fly. The Pinsley is in capital order for fishing, still being 
clear. The fish sport well, and some very good lots of trout have been taken,— 
GWYNNE, 
Severn (Gloucester). 


The weather has now changed much for the better, and good sport with the trout 
has been obtained, notably, some good takes in the upper reaches of the Lendon. 
The club water has, however, been little fished, owing to its being very fine and 
low. The May Fly appeared in the Severn and Wye district about Friday last, and 
came on very thick. On Monday the trout rose grandly to the Green and Grey 
Drake, Blue Dun, and March Brown, and good takes were numerous. Sport has, 
however, since then declined rapidly, owing, no doubt, to the fish being glutted with 
the fly ; they also refuse either worm or maggot. All water here is in grand 
angling order,—S, Hive 0+ : 
Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This river is now the resort,of hundreds of anglers, of all classes, from highest to 
the lowest ; they all enjoy the same privileges, and everyone is surprised, at the 
great number of fish there are in the river this year. Doubtless this is owing to the 
fact that the Board of Conservators have thought it desirable to prohibit netting in 
the borough from Septsmber 1st to June 15th, therefore the fish within the borough 
have not been touched with the nets since last September, and, in addition to this, 
the local angling society have employed a water bailiff whose duty is confined to the 
borough boundary. Last evening, for an example of the manner in which the benefit 
is appreciated, I counted no less than twenty. fishing the Welsh Bridge ford, each of 
whom had taken fish, the lowest number being seven. One youth was very unfor- 
tunate ; he hooked a very large trout, that proved too much for his skill. First of 
all he broke the rod, and then liberated himself by serving the line in like manner, 
A gentleman who witnessed the struggle, told me the fish was from 23]b.to3lb. I 
hope the next who hooks him will be more successful. On the English Bridge ford, 
there .are always a number of anglers to be seen, and they are all» well 
satisfied with the sport they have, and say that since the river has 
been preserved there is some pleasure in going to fish. John Dickson, whose 
two trout of 41b. and 2lb. I mentioned last week, has again been 
fairly successful; but Mr. Humphreys, of the No. 1 Crewe Angling Society, 
is this week’s champion ; he took a grand trout of over 2lb., in Mr. Townsend’s field 
at Uffington, fishing with a worm. On Wednesday last, Mr, Breeze also landed some 
nice dace. A strange gentleman, fishing the Railway Bridge ford, landed a very fine 
trout of 1lb. 120z., which was in splendid condition. Mr. Wood, of Butcher’s Row, 
took five roach, weighing 2lb. An angler who resides in Colham took a very pretty 
trout, and in fine condition, that weighed 1#lb. Itis nearly useless me commencing 
to give you records of the baskets of rough fish, as they are an endless list, and I 
should only be able to give a very incomplete list if I tried. Mr. Henry Shaw, who 
is one of the finest salmon anglers in this district, was very successful on Monday 
last ; he took three fine salmon with the fly, in his private fishery in the Wye, near 
Builth ; their respective weights were 10lb., 13lb., and 171b. Messrs, Hammond, of 
Castle-street, received a very good fish, weighing 25lb., taken at Shawardine ; but I 
have seen many brighter fish this season. Mr. Convey, this, Thursday morning, 
received a nice little fish from Parr, of Wroxeter, weighing 12lb. Mr. Ellis has not 
taken any very large ones this week. On Monday, he landed five trout with the 
fly, and also a large chub, turning the scale at 3lb. loz. Dr. Edwards, on Tuesday 
last, took thirteen trout, &c., at Cressage. The river is at present very low, and fly- 
fishers will kill with nearly any of the early flies—SEVERN SALMON, 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). 


Anglers, as a rule, are greatly dependent on the weather for sport, and in no 
country in the world is the barometer so restless asin this. Now we have beautiful 
summer, but unfortunately the rivers are very low and fine, angling prospects are 
not very good, except at early morning or late in the evening. Bank holiday, or, as 
it should be more properly called, blank holiday, was a great disappointment to many 
anglers—myself among the rest. A steady downpour for ten consecutive hours put 
all hopes of fishing out of the question. lt was the Haster recess over again, The 
previous rain caused a rise in the water, and anglers that took advantage of the 
slight stain were successful, both with worm and minnow. Those using the fly had 
to content themselves with a brace or brace-and-a-half of fish for their day’s sport. 
There are a great many flies out, and trout are becoming rather fastidious. The 
dace are getting in good condition, and the bottom fishers’ hopes begin to rise, and 
though they have the permit issued with their license, a great many of the anglers 
don’t care to trespass on the fence mouths after the end of April, the roach, chub, 
and bream being in good condition up to that time. Your account of the prosecution 
for selling fresh-water fish during the fence months, is quite correct. 1 know the 
parties well, and should have referred to it in this note had you not mentioned it in 
your last issue.—H, H. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream has been well patronised by the anglers of this part. The water is 
still in splendid order for fishing, being clear, and the weather being warm, the fish 
are sporting freely at the fly. The May Fly or Cadow are now onthe water in good 
numbers, and they scarcely touch the water before the fish rise at them. Several 
good baskets have been taken with them this week. The best flies are the Coach- 
man, Teal Wing, Sandfly, and Yellow Dun, and good sport has been had. The water 
near the Bridge was tried on Friday by a gentleman with the Coachman, and a 
eapital lot of trout were taken. In the water below the town a gentleman was out, 
and, with the fly, caught a fine dish of fish, averaging }lb. each. On Saturday the 
water near Rochford was fished with the Cadow by a gentleman, who took a nice 
lot of trout, scaling 3lb. the lot, The water near Corn Brook was tried by a gentle- 
man the same day, who caught a very nice dish of trout with the Coachman and 
Sandfly. The weather was beautiful on Monday for fishing ; the fish were jumping 
out of the water at the Cadow. A gentleman visited the water and landed four fine 
fish in a few minutes. Another gentleman, near Little Hereford, took a capital lot 
of fine trout. Some fine trout were taken in the water near Berington with the 
Yellow Dun, On Tuesday a gentleman visited the water near Eastham, and, with 
the May Fly, took a good dish of trout. Some good fish have been landed in the 
Association waters. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are all in capital order for angling. 
The fish are rising well, A few nice trout have been taken from the Kyre and Rea, 


— WORCESTER. 
Teme (Ludlow). 

We have had three glorious days of summer weather, and the fish have risen 
splendidly to the fly. On Tuesday, the Cadow, or Yellow May fly, made its first 
appearance on some of the tributaries, and on Wednesday it was seen on many parts 
of the Teme and in the Oney, below a part of the river in which some 100 sheep 
had been washed a day or two before, and in which not a fish was seen. Hundreds 
came up on Wednesday to the sheep-dipping locality, and the Cadow being just on, 
the fish took the fly eagerly, and would not look at any other bait during the day. A 
gentleman living on the Bull Ring caught, up the park waters, some thirty-one 
trout, fine ayerage-sized fish—a large number for one rod, Mr, Ward caught a very 


nice brace of trout below New Bridge on Wednesday with the Cadow, and two 
anglers caught thirteen good trout with that bait by Barret’s mill on Tuesday, the 
fly being well on the water for two or three hours. In the Plowden portion of the 
Oney the fish are sporting well. -During the past week nine rods have visited the 
water, each for one day only, the aggregate take amounting to fifty-two brace of 
trout (in addition to coarse fish, chiefly chub, which run to a good size). ‘The flies 
most effective this week have been the Coachman and Sandfly, also the Teal Wing, 
with claret body, have done cousiderable execution. In the Clun, a gentleman 
caught five brace of nice trout on Monday, with the Coachman. In the lower por- 
tion of the Oney the waters have been well visited, some grand trout having been 
landen both from that stream and the Corve.—S, LupLow. 


Torridge (Torrington). 


River in fine order for fishing. Two gentlemen staying at the Globe were salmon 
fishing yesterday. One of them took a large salmon with the fly, the other had his 
fly carried away. Trout sport well evenings, after the sun has left the water,— 
PRACTICAL ANGLER, iM r 


Trent (Nottingham). 


This river still remains very low and clear, and salmon anglers have mustered in 
force, especially at Weston-on-Trent and Shardlow. Amongst other fish caught, Mr. 
T. Wood, the lessee of the Weston length, stands first, with one of 251b., besides 
which he had grassed one weighing 13lb.. Mr..Cartwright, of Derby, has had one 
of 1831b.; and Mr, Lee, of Barrow House, has taken one of 13}lb—THE MAN AT 


THE CLUBS. . ; ; 
Trent (Shardlow). ‘ 


The riseatithe beginning of last week caused the river to be unfishable until Wed- 
nesday, the 28th ult., whena salmon weighing 16lb. was caught by Mr. Potts, of 
Nottingham, at King’s Mills. On Friday Mr. Wood, of Nottingham, caught one of 
251b. in the Lane-end‘swim after ‘some? difficulty, the fish having entangled ‘itself 
around the root of a tree, but the water-keeper, by wading across the river.to the ex- 
tremity of the tree, managed to free the line, when the fish was secured. Mr. G, 
Cartwright, of Derby, took one of 19lb.in the long swim at Shardlow, and on the 
following day his brother (John) secured one of 18lb. at the same place, At Wil- 
lington Mr, Turner, of Derby, secured one of 13lb, on the 27th in the West Meadows, 
and Mr, J. Wilkinson was fortunate to secure one of. 2231b, on Saturday last, and 
another, weighing 18lb., on Monday. Mr. Wilkinson took the 223lb. fish with 
Martin’s, of Derby, Excelsior. bait, the bulk of the others were caught with worm in 
the Derby style. 


Wye and Derwent. 


Both the Wye and Derwentare very low and clear, especially the former river, which 
has a nasty weed floating down the river daily, which makes it very bad for the 
anglers, who are constantly getting their flies fast in the floating weed. The Green 
Drake, or May Flies, are now nicely out on the Wye ; but the fish have not begun to 
take them in earnest yet. There is every appearance of a first-class Drake season in 
Derbyshire. The floating May Flies are no use for either the Wye or Derwent, 
It is very little use fly-fishing in the middle of the day, especially while it is so fear- 
fully hot and close. The best feeding times are early in the morning, and the last 
thing at night. The Yellow Dun, Dotterel, Ash Dun, Little Black, Honey Dun, 
Bumbles, and Sand flies have all taken fish during the past week, and baskets from 
three to five brace of a night are being taken. There have been a nice lot of 
good-sized trout killed by dibbing under the bushes and __ trees 
with the natural flies. I am exceedingly sorry to say that the mine 
water, from Millclose Mine, between Rowsley and Darley-bridge, is con- 
tinually running into the Derwent, which completely spoils the sport of anyone 
fishing below it. Nobody can kill any fish with either fly-trolling or even bottom 
fishing while this water is running into the Derwent. It discolours the river for 
miles. Why do not the Trent Board people see to this? I hear of a number of 
grayling being sold at one of the hotels in Matlock Bath very recently. Surely we 
ought to have a Trent water bailiff on these rivers, The bottom fishers only fish the 
lust thing at night, and their takes, as a rule, are very small. Sport on the ponds 
has been very fair. Drake, Spider, Golden Spinner, and Sand Flies are killers, 
Weather to-night (Thursday) is excessively hot, and thunder clouds hanging all 
around us.—GE0, JAS, HATON, 


Usk. 


The river is in capital condition for salmon angling. On Monday upwards of 
twenty nice salmon were taken, and considerable more than one hundred have been 
taken already this season in the Association water. The following fish have been 
taken during the past week: On Friday Mr. Field caught two. On Saturday 
General Mignon caught one. 
Mr. Daniel one (191b.), Mr. Jackson three, Mr, Kekewitch four, Major Lane one, 
Colonel Wadilove one, Mr. Pride one, Mr. Seymour two, Mr, Thomas Rees two (13h. 
and 14lb.) On Wednesday General Robinson two, General Barnard one, Mr. Keke- 
witch two, Mr. Jackson one, Rey. Wake four, Lord Aberdare one, Dr. Weir one, Mr, 
Seymour one. On Thursday Major Lane one, Mr. Gustard one (191b.), Mr. Hammond 
one, Mr, Poachin one, Mr, T, Rees one (151b.), Mr. Jackson one, On Friday morning 
Mr, Carver landed a nice salmon, with several others not enumerated.—ARGUS, - 


[Received too late for last week.—ED.] _ 


Several nice salmon have been landed during the week. On Monday, Col. Waddi- 
love caught three, Mr. Robison one ; and we hear of other gentlemen being suc- 
cessful. The warm weather during the last four days, and the bright sunshine, 
render the mornings and evenings the best times for angling. The water getting 
too bright for large catehes.—ARGUS, ; : 


In the early part of the week sport was fairly good. The water at time of 
writing is getting very clear and low, consequent upon the setting-in of the 
present hot weather. There is little to chronicle in the way of sport. If the 
warm weather continues the association will net the water next week. There is a 
good array ‘of salmon fishers on the spot, Major Traherne and Col, Rock having 
arrived to swell the list. Little will be done until a rainfall or change sets in,— 
WALTONIAN, 








Mr. JAMES OGDEN, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, is famous for the 
May Flies (Green and Grey Drakes) which he sends all over the United King- 
dom. He has just brought out a new beauty. We can strongly recommend 
those of our readers who intend to use the May Fly to get some of Mr. 
Ogden’s new pattern. It is one of the best we have ever seen. 


THE miller’s thumb (Cottus gobiv) is the only English fish (except the stickle- 
back) which appears to have any natural affection for its young. ‘This little fish 
deposits its spawn in a hole, and watches it until the young ones are hatched. The 
Goramy of India are stated by General Hardwicke, in his account of that fish, to 
watch with the most active vigilance the margins of the spot which they have 
selected and prepared for depositing their spawn, driving away with violence every 
other fish which approached their cover, He adds, that from the time he first 
noticed this circumstance, about one month had elapsed, when one day he saw 
numerous minute fishes close to the margin of the grass, on the outer side of which 
the parent fishes continued to pass to and fro,—Jesse’s Angler's Rambles, 


On Monday Mr. Humphries one, Mr. Wrightson one, © 
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oo. .CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual general meeting of the members of this society was held at the 
George and Dragon Hotel, High-street, on Tuesday evening last. There was.a very 
good attendance, Mr, Williams, the secretary, having read the minutes of the 

revious meeting, which were duly confirmed, proceeded with the correspondence, 

rom which it appeared that they were likely to have a very good attendance at the 
annual dinner, which will take place on Wednesday evening next at the above hotel. 
Mr, W, Bydmann, who was in the chair, said that he hoped all the members would 
use their utmost endeavours to make the annual dinner a great success, and it was 
ultimately resolved that the members should meet again on Monday evening next at 
8.30, at the club, to report what progress each had made in the disposal of the tickets. 
The chairman said the next business was the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, and he should feel great pleasure in proposing the re-election of H. B. Long- 
man, Hsq., as their president ; this having been seconded, was duly carried. The 
following members were then duly elected : Vice-president, Mr. Hydmann ; vice- 
chairman, Mr, Howell; treasurer, J. Brooks; auditors, Messrs. H. J. Richardson 
and-J. P. Parker ; managing committee, Messrs. H. Eydmann, W. Howell, G. Towns- 
end, J. A. West, J. Pike, E. Thwaites, J. Hall, F. E. Blake, C. J. Dean, W. A. Smith, 
W, Pearce, and H, Robinson ; prize committee, Messrs. H. Eydmann, W, Howell, G. 
Townsend, J. Pike, and EH, Thwaites ; secretary, W. J. Williams. The chairman then 
proposed, and Mr. C, J. Dean seconded, that £1 1s., their annual subscription to the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, be forwarded to Mr, Brougham forthwith. 





The chairman, in proposing it, said he only wished they were in a 
position to make it five times the amount, for there would be 
but very little fishing in the Thames if it was not for the energy 


displayed by this society in stocking and preserving itin the manner they have done. 
We are pleased to report that this society is gradually increasing in numbers, there 
being one new one made at this meeting, although it is not supported to the extent 
that it ought to be, considering the railway accommodation that there is from 
Acton to all parts of the river right down to Oxford. We are requested to state, in 
conclusion, that the members /of this society will be only too pleasedito see any 
members of other angling societies at their annual dinner on Wednesday next. 
Tickets 3s, each, to be had of the secretary at the club-house.—N. EH, 


roe THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The usual monthly committee meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening last, the chair being taken at 8.30. The secretary read the 
minutes of the committee meeting of May 4th, which were duly confirmed. A letter 
was read from Mr. Humphries, the secretary of the L. B. and §. C. Railway, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a vote of thanks forwarded to him by the Anglers’ Association, 
and intimating that facilities would be granted for anglers on the south side of the 
water to take their tickets from New Cross, Peckham Rye, Penge, and Clapham 
Junction. The president had then the pleasure of announcing that, subject to the 
approval of the committee, a very desirable piece of water had been offered to the 
Anglers’ Association, situate-close to Chelmsford Station. The committee, without 
hesitation, decided to rent this water for the exclusive use of the members taking 
their privilege tickets from the Anglers’ Association. Mr. Field and Mr. Ghurney 
gave in their reports of a great number of places they had visited with the view of 
finding good fishing in the vicinity of the stations on the L. B. and S. C. Railway ; 
also the South-Eastern. As before stated, the full result of these excursions will be 
published in circular form, and forwarded to the various clubs. The next business 
was of a most gratifying and significant description—namely, to enrol two more 
new angling societies : the first called the Lady of the Lake, held at 37, Uxbridge- 
road, Shepherd’s-bush—hon. sec., Mr. A. Smale; the second, the General Gordon, 
held at The Princess, Cambridge-road, Mile-end—secretary, Mr. J.W. Hatton. Various 
questions having been answered satisfactorily, it was unanimously decided to enrol 
both societies. This will make four new societies enrolled. with the Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation in a fortnight. The South Hornsey Angling Society, through their delegate, 
handed to the president the sum of 5s. asa contribution towards.re-stocking the river 
Lea. A vote of thanks to the chairman brought this most interesting meeting to a 
close,—H. J, TIBBATTS. ‘ 

coe No. 2 EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on this list will take place at the Lincoln Angling Society 
on Monday, the 8th of June. Iam happy to state that this society has supported 
this list very well since the starting, so I hope that the clubs will: give 
them a bumper. The Eustonian Angling Society have promised to be there in good 
numbers, and if the other clubs on the list will do the same I shall takenit as a very 
great fayour.—F’, THORLING, district officer, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
“Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 5s. dona- 
tion from R, Mills (Acton the Square Angling Society). The next meeting of the 
committee will take place on Friday, June 12th, when members are earnestly 
requested to attend. Important business.—R, GHURNEY, sec, 

A smoking concert in aid of the funds of the above society will take place at the 
head-quarters of the Walworth Piscatorials, St. Paul’s, Westmoreland-road, Wal- 
worth, on Thursday next, June 11th. Chair taken at 8.30 by Mr, H. Bayley. This 
being the first concert of the kind in the Southern District, 1 trust as many friends 
as can make it convenient to attend will do so.—W. H. PAG®, district officer, 


BATTERSEHA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The half-yearly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday last, when the 
following officers were elected :—Mr, H. Martin, president; Mr. W. Johnson, vice- 
president ; Mr. G. Mumford, secretary ; Mr. G. Edwards, treasurer ; Mr. G. Butter- 
worth, check secretary ; Mr. G. Anstis, weigher-in ; Mr. H. Ford, box-keeper ; com- 
mittee, Messrs, Burkett, Grant, Payne, Anstis, Edwards, Robinson, Pepal, Ford, 
and Meacock. Three new members were elected. The first match of the season will 
take place on the 21st inst., at Weybridge. Members requiring the new tickets are 
requested to attend on Tuesday next.—G, Mumrorp, 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIBNTY. 

A wish having been expressed by several old members and friends of the above 
society to see it opened again, it having been closed for some time, a meeting was 
held on Tuesday evening last to consider the advisability of the same, when it was 
resolved that Tuesday evening next, June 9th, shall be the opening night, when new 
and old members will be heartily welcomed. Several prizes (worth fishing for) 
have already been promised by gentlemen interested in the resuscitation of this once 
popular club ; and as the host, Mr. Keeble, provides a comfortable room, gas, and 
first-class piano free, there is no reason why this club should not regain its old use of 
prestige, Allmembers joining on or before June 16th will receive books and sub- 
sciption cards free. Entrance fee, 1s, 6d. Weekly subscription, 3d. All letters 
addressed to the club-house will receive prompt attention.—JOHN COLE, hon, sec, 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Monday last being Bank Holiday, a meeting was not held. I attended and met 
several members of our own and other societies, and we had agood talk over angling 
matters generally. I was very pleased to learn that the ré-stocking of the river 
Lea is very popular with anglers, especially those hailing from this side of the 
Thames. Our Mr. H. G. Read had two handsome trout in very fine condition from 
the Ouse, below Littleport, the larger scaling within an ounce of 4lb., the other 
close on 841b.; these fish gave great sport, being very short, thick, and powerful._— 
Henry Howse, hon. sec. 

{ Received too late for last week.—Eb. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held at the Swan on Monday last, Mr. Geo. 

Colls in the chair, Business was transacted, and angling matters generally talked 
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over. Two splendidly stuffed jack, of 13lb. and 10lb. 100z. respectively, part of a 

large take in the Thames last season by Mr. Colls were added to our collection. The 

date for our annual dinner was discussed, but its settlement was postponéd “until 

Monday next, when I should be very much obliged by members kindly attending 

fe force, so that the convenience of the majority may be studied._Hmnry Howse, 
on, sec, ‘ “i 


CHERTSEY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


There was a special meeting of the members at the headquarters, Chertsey Bridge 
Hotel, on Thursday evening in last week, for the purpose of deciding upon the rules 
under which the association was governed. Mr. Thomas Spreckley and Mr, -W. H. 
Brougham were specially invited to attend, and the former. gentleman was unani- 
mously votedinto the chair. The evening was entirely devoted to the consideration 
of the rules, which had been drawn up by a sub-committee, and, with sundry altera- 
tions, were unanimously adopted. The association specially designs that prizes are 
exclusively given for specimen fish, and everything is to be done on sportsmanlike 
principles, Several additional members were proposed for election. There is every 
prospect of the association being a substantial success. Votes of thanks were 
accorded to Mr. Thomas Spreckley for his kindness in presiding on the occasion, and 
to Mr, W. H. Brougham for his valuable assistance in the matter of the rules.—B, 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY. 


This society held its usual weekly meeting at the Duke’s Head Quay on Monday 
evening, under the presidency of Dr. Mitchell. As many of the members have not 
paid in their annual subscriptions, and the cards of membership returned from the 
Eastern and Midland Railway Company, they will be issued at the next meeting to 
those present. It was proposed by Mr. Crowther, and seconded by Mr. Lowne. “ that 
a competition be fished some time during the present month in water to be hereafter 
determined, and that a special meeting of the Society be called for next Monday to 
make all necessary arrangements.” It was proposed by Mr. Lowne, and seconded by 
Mr. Quinton, “ That cards containing the names of all the members should be for- 
warded to the Eastern and Midland Railway Company to be stamped.” This propo- 
sition isan excellent one, asit will prevent members who have paid their subscrip- 
tions being put to the inconvenience and loss accruing from their having to wait 
for weeks before they can obtain their tickets. The officers will be pleased if the 
members will attend more punctually—nine o’clock sharp being the correct time, 
Some very good takes have been reported during the week; one boat had 56lb., 
many of the fish being large and in capital condition. Amongst a take reported by 
Mr. Haster, Hall Quay, there was a fresh-water trout, which scaled close upon 1lb, 
This is something extraordinary, considering that the fish was taken in the Acle 
swim. In time it is just possible that our Norfolk and Suffolk waters may become 
stocked with trout ; it is but a few weeks ago that a fine trout, weighing some 6lb. 
or 71b. was landed at Cottishall—aA, M, 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 


The annual distribution of prizes of the above society took place on Wednesday, 
the 27th inst., the following gentlemen being the successful members :—Gross 
weight: Ist, F, A. Gray ; 2nd, J. Collyer ; 3rd,O. Wade. Jack: 1st, J, Collyer; 2nd, 
W. Ferry. Roach: Ist, F, A. Gray; 2nd, O. Wade. Dace: Ist, J. Foster; 2nd,.E. 
Nathen. Perch : Ist, C, Mole; 2nd, J. Hasler. Mr. Collyer also took a prize for the 
heaviest jack, and Mr. Robinson a money prize for the heaviest roach. At the con- 
clusion of distributing the prizes, Mr. J. Johns (who had kindly consented to present 
them), in reply to a hearty vote of thanks to him for presiding, replied ina neat 
little speech ; after which our secretary, ina few words, said the members had been 
very successful in capturing fish in the last season, it having been one of the best we 
have had, and he hoped they would be more successful in the coming one. He then 
reminded them that he had a list open for members wishing to give special prizes, 
and the call was very well-responded to, a dozen names being handed in at once. 
The rest of the evening was then devoted to harmony, the following gentlemen 
contributing to the enjoyment of the evening : Mr. Collyer, “Mary of the Moor” ; 
Mr, Johns, a recitation by G. R. Sims, entitled ‘“ Moll Jarvis o’ Morley” ; Mr, J. A, 
Gray, song, “ Raney o’ Bristol”? ; Mr. A. Warner, selected ; Mr. J. Foster, ‘“‘ ’m Saving 
them all for Mary” ; Mr. A. Robinson, “Silver Moonlight Winds”; Mr. C. Mole, 
““Many Happy Returns of the Day ” ; Mr, O. Wade, ‘ The Country Carriers” ; Mx. W, 
J. Gregg, ‘‘ Let go the Anchor, Boys” ; Mr. E. Nathen, “ Sailing” ; and Mrs. Moore, 
“It's Naughty, but it’s Nice.” All were received with much enthusiasm, a’ very 
pleasant evening being spent by all present. Several of our members have been out 
trout-fishing, but I regret to say none have been successful in capturing any.. Mr, 
E. Nathen had the pleasure of losing about two yards of gut a fortnight since, with 
a very nice fish. We are all very anxious for the 16th to come,,and hope it will be 
a good one for the angling community in general.—AN OBSERVER, 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On the 2nd, a special meeting was called, and about thirty members responded. 
Being quarterly night, and close on the commencement of the new season, best part 
of the evening was employed in taking subscriptions, names for Privilege tickets, and 
hearing the report of the delegates to the Anglers’ Association, so that the other part 
of the business, viz., the supper and distribution of prizes, had to be postponed until 
the 9th, on which occasion all prize winners are requested to attend, Mr, Shaw, late 
of the Metropolitan, was elected a.member this evening.—PIXxI1B, . 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 


The meeting of this society at the Yare club-house on Tuesday was well attended. 
The principal business being to decide date and locality of the opening match, for which 
three prizes stand over from last season, and which was again augmented by one 
from the vice-president, Captain Stiles of one guinea, and one by Mr. Pretty. The 
date fixed was the day after the close time expires in other counties, and Fritton 
was again chosen as the locality, its well-known extensive lake being thought much 
of in the angling world. Members will please note that Tuesday evening is a 
financial meeting, and the following Monday at 3 p.m. will close the list of com- 
petitors for the following day. Election of new members proceeded, and the meet- 
ing closed at 11 p.m, 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY 

Our return visit took place on the 1st inst, and was a grand success, twenty clubs 
being represented, and a very pleasant evening was spent. Mr. G. Manning, the 
energetic district officer, gave a full and lucid exposition of the benefit to be derived 
by anglers taking their tickets from the Anglers’ Association as against the Central 
Association, which is doing comparatively nothing for the benefit of anglers or 
angling institutions, which was thoroughly endorsed by the large meeting. The 
next return visit goes to the Hearts of Oak, of which due notice will be given, when 
Mr. G. Manning intends to reply to a letter that appeared in last week’s Angler's 
Journal, signed “ J. A. Fitch,” on the subject of the meeting that took place at Pul- 
borough. Mr. Manning, being one of the committee that was present at the meeting, 
can give some additional information on the subject. He hopes that all anglers in- 
terested in the question will attend. There was a.good attendance. of members at 
the club on-the 2nd, and we have decided to open the season by fishing at Uxbridge 
on June 21 for a capital lot of prizes; to start from Westbourne Park at. 9.20. Mr. 
H. Brookwell has again been fortunate in capturing a splendid trout in the Lea, the 
length being 28in., girth 18in., weight 13lb. 80z. The news came to us when our visit 
was on, and his health was drunk most heartily. This makes the second case of five 
fish he is having put up by Mr. Cooper. On the 2nd inst, he brought in another 
most handsome fish, just 16in. long, but very deep and thick, weighing over 3lb. I 
hope members will attend at the club and give in their names for privilege and 
Benevolent cards, so that I can order them at once-—R. MURPHY. 
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INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our return visit on the Western District took place at the above society on 
June 2, which I am sorry to say was not a success. There was not one society on the 
Western District to answer to the roll, which was not even called, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Jenniag, the officer for the said district. I was under the impressiun 
that these return visits on the Western District were to promote conviviality among 
anglers on both associations, After this event I find that it is not so. This is our 
first visit on the Western District, and I hope it will be the last. We cannot 
inform any society where the next return visit will go, as there was not one 
response. We sincerely thank those gentlemen who attended. The chair was 
taken by Mr. R. Clark, faced by Mr. A. Liversage. The following gentlemen con- 
tributed to the harmony :—Messrs. Sheen, Peirce, Hambleton, Allwood, and Tenney 
(Lincoln) ; Messrs. Chambers (City of London) ; Mr. Jennings (Bostonian) ; Messrs. 
Clark, Moore, Liversage, Coomes, Kirby, and Geale (Independent Brothers). Our 
Society return thanks to Mr. Sheen for the prize given to us. We are open to enrol 
members before the opening season,—R. CLARK, sec. 


THE LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


Our meeting last week was well attended, the principal business being as to 
when and where the first match after the close season expires should take place. 
Several waters were brought on the tapis, but ultimately it was arranged to defer a 
decision for a week, pending some information the hon. sec. promised to get. It is 
highly probable, however, that we shall journey to the Severn at Shrewsbury. Mr. 
H. Fineberg and Mr. J. Lawe promised prizes for this occasion.—R. WOOLFALL, 
hon, sec. 








NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The yearly supper of this society took place on Thursday evening last, when 
about thirty-five members and friends sat down to a very excellent supper pro- 
vided by the worthy host, Mr. Wetenhall. After the cloth was removed a very 
enjoyable evening was spent, during which time the usual toasts were duly proposed 
and responded to, and the rest of the evening was taken up with some good singing, 
accompanied on the piano by Mr. J. Symons, and it was not until the Act of Parlia- 
ment was called that the company separated after enjoying a capital evening. Mr. 
Wetenhall distributed the prizes won during the half year to the successful mem- 
bers.—W,. HILLIER, sec, 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner and distribution of prizes will take place on Tuesday next, the 
9th inst. The chair will be taken at 7.45, by A. Bradie, Esq., president, faced by 
Mr. G. Durant. The secretary will attend at the club on Saturday to receive final 
applications for tickets ; shall be pleased to welcome any friends at nine. We 
elected two new members on Tuesday, and have several others who have promised 
to join. Members who desire to have privilege tickets for the coming season will 
please let the secretary know as soon as possible-—GADFLY. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of above society was held last Wednesday evening at 
the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden, Amongst the numerous company present were 
Messrs. T, R. Sachs, J. Pattison, T. Gillatt, T. Batt, W. M. Jesse, R. C. Blundell, J. 
L. Meyer, J. Don Bayand, and the hon. sec. Mr. T. Huggett, who has recently 
returned from a Continental tour, was unanimously elected chairman, and the busi- 
ness of the evening commenced by confirming the minutes of the previous meeting. 
Mr, F, Vauhan proposed Mr. Spencer Grant, of Tottenham, as a member of the 
society, and this gentleman will, therefore, come forward for election at the next 
monthly meeting. Mr. R. C. Blundell proposed a vote of thanks be recorded on the 
minutes to Dr. Brunton, for the presentation to the library of a valuable work on 
angling. The proposition was unanimously carried, as was also a similar vote of 
thanks to the member who presented the recently-published “Life of Frank Buck- 
land.” The chairman then introduced Mr. Parr, who gave the members a full account 
of the portion of the river Cran of which he is proprietor. The water contains a good 
supply of coarse fish, excepting pike, and Mr. Parr said he had last year put in several 
thousand trout; but although these fish had grown and nourished, they were not 
sufficiently matured for the hook. The number of subscribers to the water will be 
limited, and as the list is fairly filling up. an early application might be advisable. 
Mr. J. Pattisson then spoke on the advisability of the club renting a stretch of 
water, and doubtless at an early date Mr. Pattisson’s proposition will be carried into 
effect. A capital selection of May-flies, manufactured by Messrs. Farlow, was 
handed round for the inspection of those present, and many specimens were greatly 
admired. Several members had been fly-fishing, and the following fish appeared in 
the register: Mr. W. B. Adlington, two trout, 3lb. 20z., the largest 2lb. loz. ; Mr. H. 
Harden, one trout, 1]b.; Mr. H. B. Brown, one trout, 1lb. 130z. The latter gentle- 
man also placed on the table a very pretty trout of over 1lb., which he explained had 
been caught at Hertford, and Mr. Brown’s remarks contained several valuable 
hints and wrinkles concerning the water in the above-mentioned neighbourhood, 
“The Continued Prosperty of the Piscatorial Society ” having been honoured, Mr. 
T. R. Sachs proposed ‘The Health of the Chairman,” which being received with 
acclamation, terminated a most pleasant evening.—R. B. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

There was a scarcity of members at this society on Wednesday, and those that did 
attend had to do the business for those that did not, so they must not complain 
about this rule or that rule not suiting them. The new rules have been passed, and 
are to be strictly carried out. On Wednesday next the election of chairman, vice- 
chairman, and committee will take place, likewise decide what prizes shall be offered 
for the first outing of the season. Now then, some of you dilatory people, wake 
up and come and see—PIXIE. 











RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Wednesday evening at the 
Station Hotel, Mr. H. B. Terrill presiding, and Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. There was a small 
attendance, in consequence of it being Derby day ; but the members present were 
very much pleased with a fine trout exhibited by Mr. H. Dickinson, who had cap- 
tured the same at Kingston only two hours previous, scaling 53lb, Mr. Bond, of 
Kingston, also registered a trout weighing 34]b., and Mr. R. F. Mayhew crowned his 
success this season by adding another fine Thames trout to his list, taken at Shepper- 
‘ton, scaling over 81b., this making the third this gentleman has had the good fortune 
to register this year, including one fine specimen of silver trout, supposed to be one 
of ten of this rare species placed in the Thames at Sunbury in 1881 by Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley, chairman of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. The summer 
dinner was arranged to take place at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, on Tuesday, 
the 14th July ; also a competition for the same day, the terms and conditions to be 
arranged in comraittee.—Guro. H, Hester, hon. sec. 4 


4 SOUTH EASTERN ANGLING SOCTETY. 

All financial members are asked to attend the club-house on Tuesday, June 9th, 
at 9 p.m. sharp, on important business on behalf of this club generally. The com- 
mittee will meet as above. Very urgent for all.—T. H. WEesTon, 

[ SHREWSBURY AND SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special meeting of this society took place on Monday evening, when the business 
was to distribute three tickets which had been given the secretary for disposal, The 
tickets were for aday’s fishing in the Plowden Club waters, which is situate near 
Craven Arms, a celebrated district for trout fishing. The donor of the tickets was 
J. Hawley Edwards, Esq., who is a member of the Plowden Fly Fishing Club, The 


members balloted for them, and the result was, Mr. Henry Smith had one, Mr. G, J 
Groves another, and Mr. Boyd the third.—F. H. MorGan, hon, sec. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly general meeting will be held on Wednesday next, the 10th inst. 
when the balance sheet will be presented, and other important business arranged. 
Subscriptions must also be paid up. Members are requested to attend at 8.30 sharp. 
—W. W. ALEXANDER, 











THE TROUT STREAMS OF ABERDEENSHIRE. 


THe AAN. 








Tue Aan is a capital trout-holding brook ; but, withal, a most fickle one to fish. 
A good fly-fisher will hardly ever obtain middling sport on it during June or 
July, for, like all others who have tried it, he will either run up a grand total or 
fish an almost virtual blank. Fly is decidedly the best lure for the Aan, and 
the opportune time to use it is when the water is getting into or falling away 
from spate volume. A nice small Professor, Cow Dun, and Partridge Ruff 
should be used on the high-running waters ;and when the volume lessens, 
hackles, black, red, and Coch-y-bondhu, and a fly with purple body, darkish 
wings, and hackle should be substituted for the first-named list, and the change 
will prove most effective. If the day is not very bright, the black hackle, 
which, like the others, ought to be well tinselled, should be but sparingly used. 
Unless the tackle be of the very finest order, the casting, if otherwise than neat 
and graceful, brings but scantsuccess. The trout are wary—oh! they’re wary ! 
—and unless the angler keeps well away from the bank or out of sight, he stands 
but a poor chance of deceiving them. In the little shallows at the end of the 
pools the trout lie in greatest number, and it is there that the angler meets 
with his sport if he can so propel the fly as to make it fall on the surface of the 
water like a snowflake. This, brother angler, be sure of—that if you make the 
slightest splash, there will be a helter-skelter scattering in a twinkling. These 
brook trout are sharp, and they very sharply betake themselves to the depths of 
the pools, 

The Aan rises near Loch Tennet, a little mountain tarn in close 
proximity to the hilly boundary line between the counties of Aberdeen, Forfar, 
and Kincardine. This stream, which flows a sort of north-eastward, forms for 
the whole of its way the dividing march between Kincardine and Aberdeen. It 
has, though coursing along between hills, a very straight run, and it likewise 
possesses considerable declivity. For some seven or eight miles—here through 
a pretty open space, there through a deep, dark gorge—the water tumbles over 
ledging rocks into small, seething pools that terminate in nice little shallows 
capitally suited for working the fly on. The total course of the Aan is fully 
eight miles. After fording the Feugh, the angler should proceed up stream a 
good way before commencing, as the first mile or so of water is not much worth. 

Whitestone, near which the Aan falls into the Feugh, an affluent of the Dee, 
is about six miles from Banchory, and there is a little wayside inn there at which 
anglers may put up if so inclined. The air thereabout is very bracing, and a 
few days clambering about the banks of the Aan, a fair amount of jolting, and a 
little jumping (which, by the way, the angler must be prepared to put up with) 
would do those for long in “ city pent” a great amount of good. Ten to twelve 
dozen of very fine darkish trout, averaging six to the pound, may always be 
reckoned on when the water is in good trim. The Baronet of Fasque,and Dr. 
Farquharson, of Finzean, M.P., the proprietors, do not preserve the fishing ; 
still and on, the stream is not over-fished. The Aan skirts Cloch-na-ben and 
Peterhill, from the summit of either of which, ona clear day, very fine views 
are always obtainable. The beautiful grounds of Finzean House are near, and 
to courteous applicants permission to have a turn through them is generally 
granted. The route to the Aan is by rail to Banchory, thence hire or walk to 
Whitestone. Lodgings thereabouts canbe had quite easily, and at a very reason- 
able figure. Rod season, Feb. 11th to Oct. 31st. Best season, June, July, and 
the first half of August. 


SUMMER TOURS IN 
SCOTLAND. 


GLASGOW AND THE 





THE 


GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 


HIGHLANDS. 





(Royal Route, via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 

TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN’ TICKETS 
issued, entitling the holder to sail during the time 
specified, in any or all of the fleet of (19) steamers, 
and to any part of the Highlands at which they 
may call. One week, £8; two weeks, £5; or six 
separate days, £3 10s. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER 
STEAMER 


“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails Daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 
7 a.m., and from Greencck about 9 a.m., in connec- 
tion with Express trains from London and the 
South, Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c., for Kyles of 
Bute,Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, conveying passengers 
for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Loch Awe, Staffa 
and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornaway, &c., &c. 
Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and Is., at 
W.H. SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls; Bill, 
with Map and Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. 
CHATTO and WINDUS, Publishers, 214. Picca- 
dilly, London ; or by post from the owner, DAVID 
MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope-street, Glasgow, 


HOWARTH’S PATENT REELS, 


For the Trent Style, Now Ready. Also 
the BEST BOYS’ LINES in the Market. 


ADDRESS : 


S. HOWARTH, 


184 and 185, STATION STREET, 
BURTON-ON-TRENT, 





form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and -other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD, 


“ce It 


‘SAVED MY LIFE,’ 


for the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.’”’—Extract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s, 6d., 4s, 8d., 
11s., and 21s, each, 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON. F.C. 


TROUT ANGLING. 


EORGE HOTEL, South Molton 
Devon. Trout Fishing of the best 
description in the Bray and Mole, and 
other Rivers adjoining the Town, for 
which Tickets can be obtained free, by 

Visitors staying at this Hotel. 
8. P, KELLAND, Proprietor, — 
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GREAT EASTERN’ RAILWAY. 
SHA-SIDE. 
TOURIST 
FORTNIGHTLY AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 70 TUESDAY 


(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are issued by all Trains to 


YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, CLACTON-ON-SEA, WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, 
HARWICH, DOVERCOURT, ALDEBURGH, FELIXSTOWE, SOUTHWOLD, 
HUNSTANTON, AND CROMER. 


TOURIST TICKETS are also issued from LIVERPOOL-STREET by the 


NEW ROUTE TO SCARBOROUGH, FILEY, WHITBY, AND THE PRINCIPAL 
TOURIST STATIONS IN SCOTLAND, 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily 
by any Train from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, Xe. 
FARES, 3s., 2s., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


London, June, 1835. 
ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


268, per Gall. | *"Gariace pag) O28, per Dozen, 
: “A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 


89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.C 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 








FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS. WHISKY. 


tive of Cola SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 
FREE from FUSEL OIL. 


Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers. . 











is the 





SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


THE SEVEN STILLS OLD SCOTCH WHISKY, 


Matured in Sherry Casks. 


This BLEND is made up from seven of the BEST MALT STILLS in SCOTLAND. 
The product of each Still has been carefully selected, and these 
blended together in such proportions that the flavour of none of 
the Stills predominates over the other. This, in G. C.’s experience, 
when judiciously done, is the only way whereby a Rich Full-bodied 
WHISKY, with delicate Flavour, can be obtained; and with the 
practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
the utmost confidence in stating that no SUCH QUALITY as this 
has ever been offered in the Market, 


PLC bep OA eP ER GALLON: 


The above is supplied to the First Clubs and Military Messes at Home and Abroad, and the 
Nobility throughout the Kingdom, and sent under Bond to all parts of the World. This Blend is sent 


out with G. C.’3 New Labeland Registered Trade Marks, and only to be had from 
GEORGE COCKBURN, “Si? GxstveSrrben” EDINBURGH. 


The original and only Proprietor of the Seven Stills. 


Blending Warehouses-LOCHRIN. 


ANGLERS PREPARE ! 


FOR THE COMING SEASON BY A TIMELY VISIT TO 


HY. RICHARDSON, 
“YePlucky Perch,” Fishing Tackle Depot, 77, Finsbury Pavement 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
Where you can obtain the BEST GOODS at about TWENTY PER CENT, below 
usual prices. 
See recommendations in FisHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SOLE AGENT FOR THE NEW PATENT SPRING WINCH FITTING, which 
entirely prevents the reel from flying off while casting. 








Call or send for Price Lists, Gratis, 


ASPECIALITY.—Prizes for Fishing Contests. Illustrated List, free by post. 


Cricket, Lawn Tennis, and all Sports on exceptionally Good Terms. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
NOW READY. PRICE 28. 6d. 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “ FISHING GAZETTE,” with Leather Back’; will hold half 
a yearsGAZETTES. To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 











INP Ges CAB 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c., 
Must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, letter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. : 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
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ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 24. 








By Mr. Go. M. KErgon, 
1.—STANDARD PATTERNS. 


Not many months since I was invited to attend a meeting of fly- 
dressers for the purpose of exhibiting half-a-dozen of our standard 
patterns with a view of determining right from wrong. ‘There were 
not two sets alike at this little entertainment, and I can never dwell 
now upon what I heard of and read in the correspondence afterwards 
without there standing up before me the satisfying image of a Jock 
Scott in all its original array. It may be the romance that time gives 
to memory, as the years mellow and enrich the colours of the artist ; 
but with many of the best “standards ” there seems to me an unmis- 
takable something which is impressed upon the imagination—a 
something which must associate itself, bequeathed, as it were, by the 
invisible and magical powers of nature itself. 

I submit that however much we may occasionally gain by 
deviating from the strictly accurate dressing of some of our most 
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noted salmon flies, there is unquestionably a large majority of 
despondent anglers ever conscious of the confusion into which 
dressers have drifted, and all, more or less, are alive to the existing 
difficulty in obtaining true specimens of nearly every one of the 
patterns in our recognised list. Common sense suggests, and in our 
experience we are constantly reminded, that nothing is more 
inexpressibly mortifying than to order the fly of ali others we want, 
the one of all others we prize, and find Indian Crow’s feathers 
substituted for Toucans ; Jay appropriated for Gallina ; and some- 
times the attractive Jungle missing altogether. With Jock Scott— 
“that fonder grows with age, and charms for ever ’”—whose very 
name is really a household word throughout the length and breadth 
of the piscatorial world, this is, unfortunately, very often the case. 
Where is there, let me ask, a more delightful specimen of artificial 
entomology when correctly made? It is,in my opinion, the most 
remarkable of all for its continuity, and it would be no exaggeration 
of language to say that this fly has simply won a superstitious 
admiration. Not only has it an illimitable circulation, but its 
pre-eminence in fashion and tone is acknowledged everywhere ; 
and when we come to consider how frequently it reigns in courtly 
atmosphere, we could well say that its social position is undoubtedly 
the best. Yes; itis, and has assuredly been for upwards of 40 years, 
the most popular pattern, not only at home but abroad, and my 
expression of its world-wide reputation and accepted value is no 
more, I believe, than the echoed sentiments of salmon-fishermen. 
Whether used in rushing streams or rapids, where the water is 
thrown into one sparkling and artistic chaos of curves and leaps by 
the force against projecting rocks beneath the surface, or whether 
more tranquilly viewed in still, sluggish, oily pools, where its 
appearance is most probably impaired or enhanced according {o 
ceological formation, or even from the varieties of substance in the 
bed of the river—the attractive persistence of this special treasure 
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seems to be everlastingly assured. The uniform colours in the 
wings blending so beautifully, each being related to the other by ties 
of sequence at once harmonious and positively natural, bind the 
whole together into one indivisible theme of refined skill and 
exactitude. 

Having so far endeavoured in these brief remarks to express a 
judgment of this, the King of flies—one too, which, I feel, will be 
generally, if not universally, accepted—I deem it advisable to state, 
in preface to these descriptions, that during a lengthened career I 
have been fortunate enough to obtain much reliable and first-hand 
intelligence regarding the exact shade of all the dyed materials which 
are required for their manufacture, some of the earlier memoran- 
dums and samples collected by the family, and now in my 
possession, dating back over half a century. Therefore, it is with 
some confidence that I trust to the hearty concurrence of amateurs, 
upon the understanding that—the old-fashioned descriptive 
hieroglyphics are replaced by suitable terms and expressions of our 
modern phraseology ; that our reformed and more delicate seal’s fur 
is prescribed in lieu of the coarse, corporeal armament adopted by 
our forefathers, and known to us as pig’s wool; and, also, that 
Chatterer is always mentioned instead of Kingfisher. Surely 
none will cavil at a change which the most elementary notions 
of propriety suggest. But however explicitly and conveniently 
worded any such referential directory may be, it is still manifest that 
an authorised standard of the necessary colours, properly named, 
having a regular and sufficient distance between the tints of each, is 
the only means of ever arriving at the precise shade wanted either 
for them or for the numberless private patterns which are ever- 
lastingly being ordered, but which seldom, if ever, give satisfaction. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that the scheme is not one 
which entirely rests with the quality or purity of the colour only. 
Could a dirty orange, a fiery brown, or a crimson magenta be hit 
off at the opposite point of the compass to match even within several 
shades of that produced in London? I think not; I cannot believe 
it possible. 

Moreover, suppose some new-fashioned and very killing flies were 
ordered for a particular river, or for a particular pool, how many 
tackle-makers are there who could guess, from the clearest-written 
instruction, the exact shade of colour on which very nicety the 
best salmon-fishermen affirm much of the after success, as a rule, 
depends ? 

It was only the other day I saw as many as thirteen different blues 
at one establishment dyed in seal’s fur, each having a decided touch 
of green about it. 

It may be argued that a true blue is not so good for our purpose ; 
but it could only be for the sake of argument—nothing more. 

Most of you are probably aware that the whole subject has not 
merely met with occasional discussion, but has been brooded over 
by a few of the principal fly-dressers in this country for years and 
years ; and as far as I can see, the only way out of it all is to have 
five individual assortments of each colour comprising the fifth, 
tenth, fifteenth, twentieth, and twenty-fifth shade ; that is, assuming 
that no more than thirty of either could be produced. And taking 
blue for one example, the five to be respectively named “ very dark,” 
“ dark,” “ blue,” “ light,” and “ very light.” 

This cumulative collection and methodical table of reference will 
in no way interfere with the trade preserving their innumerable 
other varieties, to suit the fancies of some of their more sensitive 
customers, Nor will it be of any consequence whether dark-yellow 
nearly or quite resembles the lightest orange, because each space will 
be separately notified as suggested ; and with the book at hand, every 
manufacturer of flies will have no trouble whatever in arriving at the 
same identical result. Without it I cannot but reflect that we are left in 
the chronic peril of losing sight of many characteristic and time- 
honoured flies which surely it should be the aim of the angling 
community in this country to perpetuate. 

But the question, I am very glad to announce, is comparatively 
settled, though in a strict sense there yet remains more to be done. 
With the assistance of Mr. R. 8. Lovell, we have prepared a suitable 
set of colours in oil; but how they will be _ brought 
out is not quite decided. Most probably there will be 
coloured plates for reference and guidance in writing descriptions, 
as well as samples of seal’s fur in folding wrappers. At any rate, 
there can be no possible difficulty in their being matched, as Messrs. 
Cornelissen and Co. took infinite pains to provide colours which will 
be supplied to our dyers in powder; and not only that, a note was 
made of every particular of the various mixtures as we proceeded 
with the work. 

The majority was reduced in tone without the admixture of white 
—no small consideration, as I am given to understand the dyes will 
be more permanent, or, as anglers say, “ faster.” 

The “ powdered blue” is the only impossible one to express on a 
flat surface or obtain truly in dye, there being two shades. If you 
look down upon the feather you will see that which anglers call 
“powdered blue,” andthisisgiven. With regard to “crimson-magenta,” 
there were far too many “authorities” to satisfy. Five, or even 
fifteen, shades of it would have been nowhere ; go I decided to have 
the five “crimsons” and only one “ magenta,” which was specially 
made forthe purpose. By mixing it with the medium, an out-and- 
out crimson-magenta can be obtained ; but when wanted darker or 
lighter, the other crimsons would be used ; and to those who consider 
it too bright, then their touch of violet should be added. 

There are also a few other single colours: for instance, that well- 
known yellow-green (Major Traherne’s “ favourite,” I have heard it 





called),which is named “ green macaw”; and the list includes sienna, 
salmon, Excelsior blue, canary, and lemon. 

The “ fiery brown” is a facsimile of the far-famed samples from 
Michael Rogan’s establishment, and is shown in five shades. 

The complete set were exhibited and approved of at the Fly- 
Fishers’ Club the other day, when, by the kind permission of the 
Committee, the public were invited to attend and inspect them. 

After looking at the case again and again, I am unable to make 
any alteration, I am unable to make any addition, nor can I conceive 
any other plan calculated to bring about a more direct golden age of: 
satisfaction for all those to whom the subject may be of interest. 

' In returning to our subject, and with every réspect for the good 
intentions of a few private and influential correspondents, I scarcely. 
see the advisability in giving all the varieties of these flies. 
Occasionally it may be done with considerable advantage ; yet I will 
allude in some way or other to those which are familiar, such as the 
“ claret Jock Scott” and the “ blue.” But what I am inclined to believe 
may be more beneficial, is to describe those which are not so 
familiar, and which, if only introduced, would, in my opinion, be. 
of infinite service in the present age, and perhaps invaluable in the 
coming by-and-by. 

The distinction Mr. Basil Field makes in what we will call his 
blue Jock Scott may be summed up in a very few words. There 
is Ibis and Chatterer in the tail, with the golden topping instead of 
Indian Crow, while the tag is made of gold twist only. 

Indian Crow is used instead of Toucan, over and under the first 
half of the body, which he makes with gold twist wound closely. 

Powdered blue floss silk serves as a substitute for the black, being 
ribbed with silver tinsel ; and the hackles from the throat only, are 
a Widgeon over a powdered blue. 

There are others, many other inventions of Mr. Field’s, some of 
which, I am proud to-say, I shall be able to notice. Where long 
hackles take, I have found Jock Scott many and many a time pay 
well with a large Coch-y-bonddu dyed fiery-brown, tied on in the 
same fashion as seen in the illustration, only that the hackle is much 
longer, quite to the point of the hook, and the Jungle in the wings 
entirely omitted. Either of these, if you raise a fish with the pattern 
IT am about to describe, will be found a splendid “ change,” always 
remembering that they should be a size smaller, and of course allow- 
ing the usual interval. 

The only difference with the “claret,” as also with the ordinary 
“blue,” is that the former is dressed with light-red claret silk, instead 
of the black, and a red claret hackle ; and the latter with blue silk 
and blue hackle, having Jay at throat. But the original—the one 
that gave us the cue for all this—though some people aver it is but 
an infringement of the Yellow, Orange, and Red Wasps that were 
tied for the Awe long before you and I were born, when mohair was 
all the go, and occupied the same place in the body as our Toucan 
—is described as follows :— 


Tag: Silver twist and light-yellow silk. 

Tail: A topping and Indian Crow. 

Butt : Black herl. 

Body : In two equal sections: the first light-yellow silk ribbed 
with fine silver tinsel ; above and below are placed three or more 
Toucan, according to size of hook, extending slightly beyond the butt, 
and followed with three or more turns of black herl. The second 
half, black silk, with a natural black hackle down it, and ribbed with 
silver lace and silver tinsel. 

Throat : Gallina. 

Wings: Two strips of black Turkey, with white tips, below ; two 
strips of Bustard, and Grey Mallard, with strands of Golden Pheasant 
tail, Peacock (sword feather), red Macaw, and blue and yellow dyed 
Swan over, having two strips of Mallard and a topping above. 

Sides: Jungle fowl. 

Cheeks: Chatterer. 

Horns: Blue Macaw. 

Head: Black herl. 

James Wright, of Sprouston, than whom no better professional 
salmon-fly manufacturer ever lived, made this fly especially for me. 

[We are glad to be able to state that Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co. 
are about to publish pattern-books of Mr. Kelson’s standard colours. Further 
particulars will be given shortly.—Ep. ] 





TROUT CULTURE as 
By C. C. CAPEL. 


A NEW and revised edition of this little book needs but little com- 
ment from us. Practical almost to a fault, it goes to the heart of 
the matter, and is well and fully illustrated. Neither is it devoid of 
humour. The author may be a “dry” one; but, his subject dealing 
chiefly with matter under water, he wets his pages with a dash of 
“fluid” where wanted. 

We heartily recommend this little but most valuable work to our 
readers’ notice. It really contains all information needful for the 
culture of trout and salmon, andthe improvement and development 
of our inland fisheries and landed property. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they‘may be genuine or not, Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 








* London: Sampson Low and Co., 188, Fleet-street, Price, 2s, 6d., post free, 
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OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


THERE is a rumour that Professor Huxley intends to give up his position as 
H.M. Inspector of Fisheries. 
* * * * * 

Mr. Francis Francis sends us some samples of flies on eyed-hooks, which he 
used four years ago. One of them—a well-worn Grannom—looks as if it 
could relate some adventures on Sheep Bridge Shallow and round the Boot 
Island, on the Test. 

* * * * 

The Central Angling Association have placed no less than thirty thousand 
young grayling into the river Wyre and its tributaries this week. We wish 
the experiment every success. 

* * * * * 

The trout is better protected than any fish in American waters. It is the 
pet of the Legislatures. The new law recently signed by the Governor of New 
York makes it illegal to use a net in trout waters. Anyone can burn a net 
found upon the shores of a trout stream. The close season is extended from 
September 1 to May instead of April, and anyone having trout less than 6in. 


- his possession can be fined. This is the strictest fish law ever enacted in the 
tate. 


* * * * * 
The talk among Birkenhead anglers is all of gratitude towards the Town 


Council, who, last Wednesday week, voted £10 towards stocking the lakes in 
Birkenhead Park with trout. 
The further talk is, that following up the gencrosity of the Town Council, but 
in another fashion, some over-zealous piscators have turned a batch of pike 
into the lakes ; that if these “‘ freshwater sharks” are allowed.to flourish, fare- 
well to any hope of the trout ; and that such amateur fish culture, indulged in 
without the slightest authority, is both foolish and reprehensible. 

* * * * * 


The talk is, that the names of these persons are known, and that if they in- 
dulge in any more such foolish freaks they will “ hear of it again,” and from an 
official source, 

* * * * * 

Messrs. J. Warner and Sons, Hewell Works, Redditch, send us samples of 
a semi-detatched cork body May Fly on eyed-hooks. They are excellent imita- 
tions of the oi an fly, both in colour and shape. 

ca * co * 

By an order just issued by the Board of Trade, and probably a result of the 
inquiries instituted by Mr. Fryer, on the coast between Bridlington and Filey, 
it is provided that the last paragraph of the 8th section of the Fisheries 
(Oyster, Crab, and Lobster) Act, 1877, shall not apply within the area of the 
sea coast of Yorkshire between Lebberston Cliff and “the Earl’s Dyke,” for a 
distance of three miles from the shore. The revocation of this section allows 
fishermen to use for bait any edible crab which has recently cast its shell, 
whether known as “caster” or “white crab,” ‘ white-footed crab,’ ‘“ white- 
livered crab,” “soft crab,” “glass crab,” or by any other name. The above 
order will continue in force for five years, if not previously revoked by the 
Board of Trade. 

* * * * * 

At Barton, recently, two Hull men were fined, and being unable to pay the 
money, were sentenced,to fourteen days’ imprisonment, for an alleged breach of 
the Act for the Protection of Freshwater Fish, having been caught catching 
eels. & e 3 P 

The Hythe Corporation have just leased the fishing in the Canal to the 
Folkestone Piscatorial Society for a term of five years. 

* * * * 

At a meeting of the Sheffield Anglers’ Association, held in the Crown Inn 
on Wednesday night, the annual match was fixed to be fished on September 
28th at Saxilsby. The club was organised in 1869, and numbers upwards of 
4,000 members. The first prize, which this year amounts to £31, is generally 
taken with a basket weighing a few ounces. 

* * * * * 

The Trent Conservators have just got a fine of 10s. 6d. inflicted om a lamprey 
merchant of Sawtrey for setting eel baskets in the Trent during the fence 
months. The prosecutors contended successfully that there were no lampreys 
at this season within 50 miles of Colwick. 

* * * * - * 

At the last meeting of the Manchester Anglers’ Association, a paper was 
read by Mr. J. Thwaite, written by the President (Mr. R. Burn) and himself, 
on Fish Breeding, being a record of practical experiences in the hatching of 
trout, at Horton, in Ribblesdale, where the Association has established a fish- 
breeding house. The site chosen is on Horton Beck, close to Dowgill Scar, the 
foundation being on rock, with an ample water supply from adjacent springs. 
The water has been analysed by Mr. Estcourt, and found to be of suitable 
quality. 

Col. Rocke and Major Traherne have been singularly successful in their 
spring salmon-fishing, taking 81 and 82 fish respectively. At one time the 
former took a good lead by his clever management with the Nottingham tackle, 
prawns, and worms ; whilst the major made up for his ill-luck, and won the 
rare_race by finishing up with a “ stale” 27Ib. fish, after it had been hard fished 
for, with his beautifully-made flies. 

ae * Ct * 

The Boyne is a river that is not always understood ; but each of these gentle- 
men are not only first-class fly-dressers, but they know what to use, and how to 
use it. Variations of the Claret Jack Scott on No. 2/0 hooks proved to be the 
best killers. Then a body of orange silk, with a red orange hackle down it (an 
admirable combination), and blue hackle at throat, with the same sort of wing, 
except that silver pheasant and light-green strips took the centre position, dis- 
placing the peacock’s herl and grey mallard, was another excellent pattern. But 
the final fish was caught with quite a new style of fly—a style in which the 
major has no rival, and, to our mind, far and away the best bright water speci- 
men in his collection, The little hook 4in.—for the water was dead low—had 
a tag of silver tinsel and claret floss silk ; tail, a topping, butted with black 
herl ; body in three sections of the same fine silver tinsel, each terminating with 
two or three Chatterer feathers tied in above and below, after the fashivn of 
the Indian Crow in the Popham, increasing in length to the throat set, which 
project nearly }in., and five toppings in the wing. 

** s x 


Mr. E. A. Clowes, a member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, has been having 
eapital sport on the Dee, taking about ten fish a day averaging 831b. 
; ae * ae * a 


Hundreds of our readers will be going to different parts of the country 
fishing, and will stay at many fishing inns and hotels. May we ask any of 





them who happen to see these lines to give the Gazerre a lift where they can ? 
For instance, we are quite willing to supply the GazerrE gratis to any fishing 
inn or hotel which will exhibit a small, neat, framed show-card of the Gazerre, 
which we will supply gratis. 
o a sb a ® 

“Bustard” fishing for trout—i.c., night-fishing with an artificial moth—will 
soon be in full swing on the Eden and other rivers. The Yellow Bustard is a 
capital lure on any water when the moths are about ; but there are other good 
patterns. The best we know are made by Mr. Robert Strong, Fishing-tackle 
Maker, 56, Castle-street, Carlisle, from patterns supplied to him by Mr. J. 
Bedwell Slater, Hon. Sec. of the Carlisle Association, and one of the best 
salmon and trout-anglers living. Strong only charges 2s. a dozen for Mr. 

Slater's patterns of Bustards and sea-trout flies, and 1s. 6d. for best :trout 
flies for the Eden, &c. i 

% * So * * 

_ Mr. Rowe, Vishing-tackle Maker, Barnstaple, sends us a capital fancy fly for 
use when the water is clearing after rain, or when the fish are feeding on 
beetles. He calls it the ‘“‘ Random Randolph ’—not a bad name for a fly with 
a furnace hackle and fiery, metallic body. Mr. Rowe got nine brace with it 
recently. In the same letter, he says :— 


“J find your paper is passed from fisherman to fisherman, and so the different 
rivers become known ; and I can add to the above, as I advertised an article 
for sale in it, and in a few days after the advertisement appeared in your pages 
T heard from France, Italy, Switzerland, England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland ; 
also, later on, from Canada, India, South Africa, and China. Your pages reach 
farther than some of your readers think.” 

ok oe * * * 

A Devonshire correspondent writes: “I heard the other day that no less 
than fourteen fishermen landed at one station to fish the little river called the 
Yeo, close to the Molland Station, on the Great Western Railway, and there 
had arrived some six or seven previous, and the rain scemed to damp their 
ardour for sport; and now and then, when two met, they stopped ‘to talk, 
smoke, and show their fish, One gent told me he sat down to watch one stout, 
stiff, starched minnow fisherman, who was working his body, arms, and rod, 
and all at once he worked head over heels into the water ; and when my friend 
met him, he said kind things of the place, as he was twenty miles from home, 
and had only twelve small trout and a ducking for his day’s sport. Anglers are 
increasing, and trout decreasing, on our Devonshire streams.” 

Eo * * * 


Another Devonshire correspondent—a philosopher—says that anglers are 
numerous on the Exe and Barle, but adds, significantly, ‘ they don’t, as a rule, 
catch too many.” 

ae * * * ok 

We understand that Mr. Story Maskelyne will be the Chairman of the Select 
Committee which will shortly sit to consider the Thames ‘Bill (No. 2). Should 
any Thames anglers wish to give evidence before the Committee, they should 
write to the Chairman and desire him to request the Clerk to the Committee 
to inform them when they may give their evidence. 

ae od * * * 

It is very satisfactory to know that the Corporation by no means approve of 
the Bill, and apparently consider the result of the inquiry held on the subject 
last year tobe unsatisfactory. The Lord Mayor has given notice of a motion 
that petitions presented against the Bill be referred to the Select Committee, 
and that the petitioners be heard by themselves or by counsel, and that the 
Committee have power to send for persons, papers, and records. There is no 
doubt that this motion will be carried ; and if so, an opportunity will ‘be 
afforded to those interested in the rights of angling on the Thames to reopen 
the inquiry of last session. 

* * * * * 

Thames anglers will.be greatly to blame if they lose the opportunity thus 
afforded them. The T.A.P.S. are not likely to do much in the matter, for 
there is no dispute as to the water under their care being public ; but even 
they should oppose Clause 4 of the Bill, which would enable the Conservators 
to place what restrictions they may please on the mooring of punts—a subject 
they have already attempted to take in hand, but failed, not having the 
necessary power. It should be the care of the T.A.P.S. to see they do not 
get it. 

* * * * * 

A monster petition, signed by some thousands of anglers, would demon- 
strate very clearly to Parliament—present and future—that the relations 
which exist between the Thames riparian owners and the angling public 
are not quite so satisfactory as the Select Committee represented. them 
to be in their rather misleading report. There might then be some 
hopes of the Government, or, rather, the future Government, taking the 
matter up. A new House of Commons is always more anxious to please than 
an old and moribund assembly, such as that now existing. 

* * * * 


* 


The National Footpath Preservation Society bids fair to become a useful and 
powerful institution under the fostering care of Mr. Henry Allnutt. The 
Earl of Bective has recently become its president, and Lord Claud Hamilton 
and Mr. Morley, M.P., are among the list of vice-presidents. One of the objects 
of the Society is to preserve public rights of angling. 

* * * 3 * 

Of course, the Society cannot take legal action in every matter coming within 
its province, for to fight all the right-of-way battles which are now going on 
between the public and landowners in different parts of the kingdom would 
require the fortune of a Creesus. But the Society does very useful work not- 
withstanding. It gives legal advice of a very superior kind to its subscribers 
without charge ; it assists in organising local societies to prevent encroach- 
ments on land or water; it directs the proceedings to be taken by such 
societies ; and last, but not least, it gives publicity to the more disgraceful 
cases of land robbery, which, from Mr. Allnutt’s report, appear to be going on 
all over the country. 

: * * * * 

Few people know the value of country footpaths better than anglers, and any 
of our readers who should come across such cases as the stoppage of public 
footpaths, attempts to prevent angling in public waters, &c., cannot do better 
than communicate with Mr, Allnutt, of 32, Essex-street, Strand, W.C. 

4 # * * i * 


Many of our readers possess waters which often require to be opened up by 
clearing out trees. For this purpose we know nothing so useful as the “ One- 
Man Cross-cut Saw,” sold by Wrench and Barnes, of Woodbridge. It is of the 
best English make, and very moderate in price. It is also most useful for saw- 
ing up firewood, and many other purposes. 

* * * * ae 

Poor Frank Buckland must turn in his grave at the attempt which is now 

being made to do away with the Saturday close time for nets in Irish salmon 
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rivers. The Nationalist Party are at the bottom of the inquiry which is now 
being held, and at which witnesses, with no knowledge of the subject, have 
come forward and stated that the net fishermen are being ruined because they 
are not allowed to fish during two-particular days in the week. : 


On Tuesday last, the parish priest of Templeboy, county Sligo, gave his evi- 
dence. About the most he could say against Saturday close time was that 
sometimes the greater portion of the week was stormy, and the fishermen could 
not go out on the Saturday, even though it might then be calm. This isa good 
illustration of the kinds of arguments which are being put forward in favour 
of achange. Another argument against the Saturday close time, put forward 
by the same witness, was that a landlord on the upper portion of the Moy now 
received £100 for his fishing, whereas before the Act of 1863 he could only 
have obtained about £10. 


Unless a sufficient number of fish are allowed to reach the upper portions of 
the river for breeding purposes, there cannot possibly be a proper number of 
salmon in the river. But the lower class Irish are perfectly blind to this fact. 
Tt is enough for them that, owing to the Saturday close time, the fish pass by 
them and get to the upper portions of the river, thus improving the fishing of 
the hated landlords. Even killing the goose that lays the golden eggs is better 
than that, they think. It is to be hoped Parliament won't agree with them. 


Lord Northbrook killed a magnificent trout of 83lb. on his water at Alres- 
ford the other day. 





ITS PERILS, REAL AND IMAGINARY, WITH 
PRACTICAL HINTS TO NOVICES. 
By BASIL FIELD. 
“ Feliciter sapit, qui alieno periculo sapit.” 
: (Old Latin Proverb.) 
“While fools expose themselves to fortune’s-raps, 
The wise man learns from other folks’ ‘ mishaps.’ 
(Tree Translation.) 
Two fatal accidents to anglers, recently reported in two successive 
numbers of the FISHING GAZETTE, may well afford food for serious 
reflection to the most experienced waders. 

But what must be the feelings of juncertainty and alarm in the breast of 
the young and inexperienced tyro who reads and digests the comments on these 
sad occurrences published in the public press ? A daily contemporary seriously 
tells us that the first fatality was due to theangler’s wading-boots filling with water 
and becoming so heavy that he was unable toswim. The deduction to be 
drawn from this statement, taken alone, would seem to be, “avoid wading- 
boots, and choose trowsers.” 

A correspondent of the Northern Whig, however, as quoted in the FisH1nc 
GazETTE™ of the 16th of May, comments on the second fatality as follows :— 

“The circumstances in connection with this accident should help to direct 
the attention of anglers to the danger of using wading trowsers if they are 
tightly fastened round the body. The wading trowsers generally reach the 
waist, and are air and water-tight. For the sake of convenience, and also 
perhaps for warmth, some anglers use a strong leather belt tightened round the 
body over the fishing jacket. This arrangement may be comfortable and 
convenient, but it is nevertheless manifestly dangerous. Suppose the angler is 
wading in water three or three anda half feet deep, and happens to stumble 
over a stone or other impediment, he is powerless to save himself. The water- 
tight boots and trowsers filled with air give buoyancy to the lower limbs, and 
consequently the head is forced down. The comfortable belt round the waist 
thus becomes an efficacious means of drowning the wearer.” 

Here is a dilemma! Boots are too heavy, while trowsers are too light, and 
both, therefore, equally dangerous in case of total immersion! Be of good 
heart, brother angler. Listen not to the croaking of a newspaper writer who 
has waded out of his depth ; but give heed to an old fisherman who has been over 
head and ears in water in thigh boots and wading trowsers many a time, and 
who is nevertheless still alive to tell you that neither boots nor trowsers are of 
serious inconvenience to a swimmer, provided always he does not lose his head 
when he loses his legs. 

“Presence of mind,” we all know, is next best to “ absence of body ” in any 
accident ; and nervousness has drowned more men than clothes and cramp 
together. 

To restore confidence, shaken by the reports of, and comments on, the 
melancholy accidents above referred to, let us examine and, if possible, disprove 
the alleged dangers attendant on the use of waterproef boots, leggings, and 
trowsers respectively. 

First, as to boots. A pair of duck-boots are usually made of the thickest leather, 
porpoise hide, or indiarubber lined throughout with leather, reaching to the 
thighs, where they are suspended and held in position by leather straps fastened 
to the brace buttons or belt, their nether extremities terminating in a pair of 
double soles thickly studded with large-headed nails. These boots are certainly 
not an adjunct to bathing costume that would be chosen by Willie Keckwith 
or his charming sister when swimming a championship match. 

Where quickness of motion is not essential they are, however, less incon- 
venient than might have been expected. When thoroughly wet inside, the 
stiffness usually felt at the knees in walking in boots which are dry inside is 
much modified ; and the specific gravity of the leather, even with the nails 
thrown in, is but little higher than that of water. In other words, the weight 
under water of the boots filled with water is much less than the weight of the 
same boots iz air when empty. 

I have myself been upset and washed over a Thames weir in full winter flood, 
and have swam a hundred yards before I could find a place to land, 
wearing at the time a pair of porpoise-hide thigh boots, a woollen “ jumper ”— 
or, as boating men prefer to call it, a “sweater”—a muffler, pea-jacket, and 
waterproof overcoat ; and although I carried with mea double-barrelled duck- 
gun and more than 50 cartridges, I found no difficulty in swimming. It is true 
Thad a “ load-line” far deeper than would have been approved of by the 
Board of Trade had I been an outward bound ocean-going vessel. Nor didI 
make a good record as far as speed was concerned ; but I paddled slowly and easily 
and found no trouble from my boots until I reached the shore and tried to 
scramble up the bank. Here the weight of water inmy boots and in the pockets 
of my waterproof coat told heavily, and I had to throw my gun and cartridge 
bag ashore, and to empty my pockets before I could effect a landing. So much 
for boots. And the same observations will apply, mutato nomine, to wading 
stockings and leggings with this qualification: that neither of the latter are 

* We quoted the note referred to in the hope that it would draw attention to an 


oe eee matter, and are glad it has led Mr, Basil Field to give such useful hints. 


WADING : 
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so stiff at the knees as boots, and that they usually fit tighter to the legs, 
and therefore hold less water. . 

And now let us examine into the justice of the attack upon trowsers made by 
the correspondent of the Northérn Whig. Possibly the writer may be a “kilted 
Celt,” in which case he would, no doubt, look upon trowsers of any kind as a 
superfluous encumbrance! Certainit is, he can never have put his “ waterproof 
theory” to the practical ‘‘proof of water,’ or he would have found it “ hold 
water” no better thana pair of brogues with a series of holes punctured in them. 

Some of the best wading trowsers are made with a band of cloth at the waist, 
through the upper hem whereof passes the string or tape whereby they are 
fastened round the body, This cloth is in itself pervious to water, and is, 
moreover, pierced with eyelet-holes to facilitate ventilation. It is clear, there- 
fore, that were an angler immersed while wearing these trowsers, the air would 
escape through this band and through these holes. Nor is this all that can be 
said against the theory of the correspondent of the Northern Whig. If any 
angler were foolish enough to strap a belt tightly round his body over the 
waterproofed portion of the trowsers, below the cloth band where such exists, 
or over the same part of a pair waterproofed throughout, he would still run no 
danger of drowning from so doing. I say “foolish enough,’ because confined 
perspiration is apt to induce cramp and rheumatism, to say nothing of the 
danger of hernia in case of stumbling over a rock, while an undue downward 
pressure is exerted on the intestines by the action of the tight belt. However, 
we are not now concerned with the hygiene of wading, but with the danger of 
drowning arising from wading appliances. Let us then suppose that a fairly 
good swimmer, endowed with an average share of coolness and self-reliance, 
walks into the water clothed in waterproof trowsers hermetically sealed round 


the waist, and that he suddenly steps off a ridge of rocks into a strong current © 


10ft. or 12ft. deep, or stumbles over a hidden boulder and falls prostrate in a 
shallower but more rapid stream. Let us follow him step by step until he has 
lost his footing, and see what happens. As he wades deeper and deeper, the 
pressure of the water forces the air higher and higher up his wading trowsers, 
until that part whereon Nature hath ordained that man shall sit bulges out lke 
an inflated balloon. When the plunge comes, this confined air adds tothe power of 
flotation in the angler, and being conveniently placed near his centre of gravity, 
materially aids him in his efforts to swim. 

That the buoyancy given to the legs is sufficient to force the head down and 
prevent the swimmer regaining the position of a well-cocked float, where the 
water is deep enough to allow of his assuming the perpendicular, I can 
confidently deny from practical, though involuntary, experiments. 

I never but once found the least difficulty in getting my head above water 
under these circumstances ; and as, on that occasion, I had the cord of a heavily- 
leaded cast-net fastened round my left wrist, the exception must be taken only 
for what it is worth. ; 

The real danger in being carried off one’s legs arises, not from the nature 
of the wading appliances, but when the accident happens to occur in shallow 
water rushing with irresistible force overa rocky and uneven bottom. In such a 
case the best precaution against serious injury is to float on one’s back, with the 
knees slightly bent, and passively to allow oneself to be carried down the 
current, feet first, using the arms and hands merely as paddles to keep the head 
above water as much as possible, and to steer with. The first parts to strike 
against any opposing rock or rugged shoal-ground will then be the heels or soles 
of the feet, and these, being protected by thick brogues, will scarcely suffer ; 
while-the pressure of the strong stream against the back and shoulders will 
assist the unfortunate angler in regaining his feet. 

IT am glad to say that I have only once been obliged to put this plan to a 
practical test ; and when I say that the capsize of a coracle whilst shooting the 
run above Trostrey Weir pool in full flood was the occasion of my having 
recourse to it, any of your readers who know the Usk where it runs below 
Superintendent Acteson’s house will allow that the test was a severe one, and 
will congratulate me on its success. 

But as prevention is better than cure, let me here describe the nature and use 
of a wading staff, by some frivolous wags called “ The angler’s wade mecum ! ” 
—an implement of precautionary defence that will save many an accident, for the 
first knowledge whereof I was indebted (I will not say how many years ago) to 
your contributor, Mr. G. M. Kelson. It is doubtless known to many of your 
readers ; but if it is unknown to any, and my description saves one single 


accident, I know, Sir, you will not grudge me the space necessary to - 


describe it. 

Take a stake about 6ft. long, point one end, and at about 2ft. from the other 
extremity attach’a piece of string or water-cord rather longer than your arm. 
At the end of this string make a loop that can readily be attached to a spring 
clasp or swivel, such as is at times, and should always be, fixed on each side of 
the wading trowsers at the hips to carry the gaff. With this staff in the hand 
nearest to the river when facing down stream—the loop being first attached to 
the swivel on the same side, and the rod shouldered and gaff clasped on the 
other side—wade quietly and slowly into the stream well above the point where 
you intend to begin casting, and proceed in a diagonal direction, down and 
across, feeling the depth, and resisting the pressure of the water as you go. 
Keep the legs always some way apart, and never allow them to cross or pass 
one another ; but having advanced the foremost leg a little way, bring the other 
near to, but not up to, it; and having again sounded your depth and got a firm 
grip on the bottom with the point of the staff, and felt that the whele body is 
steady, again advance the same leg, and again draw the other after and towards, but 
not up to, it. Repeat the process until you have got in position for your first cast. 
Then, having shufled your feet until you are satisfied you have got a secure 
footing, and bending the knee of the rear-rank or up-stream leg that you may 
the better lean against the pressure of the current, let go your anchor—that is, 
cast away your staff. It will float down stream in front of you until checked 
and brought up by the string. This string, you will observe, being a little 
longer than your arm, has in no wise impeded your use of the staff when 
wading. The staff, not being fastened quite at the end, but some 2ft. or so 
from it, will not come to its bearings directly in front of you, but will sheer off 
slightly to one side. This is determined by a principle precisely similar to 
that on which a boat towed by a line fastened to the first thwart, and not 
to the head ring or painter, will automatically steer itself from the towpath, 
and, independently of the rudder, avoid running ashore. The floating staff, 
therefore, being slightly on one side, is not the least in the way of your cast. 
Never attempt to wade further or move while casting. Begin with a short 
line, and pay out little by little at each cast until you have out as much as you 
can throw straightand well. Then wind up, shoulder your rod again, regain your 
staff by means of the string, advance as far as is necessary to a new station, and 
begin de novo, 

I have long given up wading on account of certain unpleasant rheumatic 
symptoms, and I may well have forgotten or omitted to mention some import- 
ant detail. If so, I trust that my shortcomings may call forth additions and 
corrections from some of your contributors who now are, as I once was, quite 
in their element when up to the waist in water. 
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MR. PHILIP GEEN. 


IT gives us much pleasure to present our readers with a portrait of 
the President of the London Anglers’ Association, one of the most 
respected and well-known of London anglers. Mr. Geen’s earliest 
experiences of fishing were in the lovely trout streams of North 
Devon, but for twenty years he has resided on the banks of the 
Thames. Few menknow the river from Lechlade to Richmond as 
does Mr. Geen ; there is hardly a reach in it that he has not fished 
successfully. Himself an accomplished artist in all styles of fishing, 
he is never so happy as when coaching some young hand ; as much at 
home in the difficult operation of managing a punt and shooting a 
weir as almost any professional fisherman, he never misses a chance 
of being on the water when the numerous calls on his time will per- 
mit. 

It is quite impossible in a notice of this kind to refer to more than 
— a few of the angling matters with which Mr. Geen is interested. For 
twelve years past he has taken an active part in every movement 
started in connection with the anglers of the metropolis. One of the 
founders of the West Central Association, except for a short period 
of retirement occasioned by the great loss of his wife, Mr, Geen has 
been its president from its 
commencement until its 
amalgamation with the East 
Central Association, and he 
was then unanimously 
elected president of the new 
Anglers’ Association, which 
includes hundreds of clubs, 
and some thousands of 
members. This association 
is now one of the most in- 
fluential in the angling 
world; it is of special im- 
portance to London anglers, 
as it preserves the public 
portions of the Lea, the 
bailiffs obtaining their war- 
rants from the Lea Conser- 


vancy. 
Mr. Geen was one of the 
chief founders of the 


Anglers’ Benevolent Society, 
to start which he organised 
a dinner which brought in 
the first hundred pounds to 
the funds. He is a member 
of the Council of the National 
Fish Culture Association, 
President of the Hammer- 
smith United Angling So- 
ciety, honorary member of 


the Portsmouth Walton- 
ians, the great Sheffield 
Anglers’ Association, the 


Richmond Piscatorial So- 
ciety, and of a number of 
London societies, and of 
many of our river preserva- 
tion societies. 

The great advances which 
have been made of recent 
years towards adequate 

“legislation for our British 
fishes other than the Sal- 
monide are in a great mea- 
sure due to the initiative 
and untiring energy of Mr. 
Geen, who has often enter- 
tained provincial anglers at 
his house who have come up 
to support such measures, 
and as frequently has gone 
as a delegate from the Lon- 
don anglers to attend meetings in all parts of the country. Always 
taking pains to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the sub- 
ject, a fluent and confident speaker never at a loss, it is not to be 
wondered at that he has been selected to head most of the deputa- 
tions to the railway companies on the great question of railway con- 
cessions—including the Great Western, South Western, Great 
Northern, London and North Western, South Eastern, and London, 
Brighton, and South Coast. 

We think most of our readers will agree with us that it has been, 
and we sincerely trust will long continue to be, an immense advant- 
age to London and provincial coarse-fish anglers, that a gentleman 
like Mr. Geen, independent, and with plenty of time at his disposal, 
takes such an earnest interest in their affairs. Liberal to a fault, not 
even his worst enemy can say that he has not spent hundreds of 
pounds in promoting angling interests, or has ever charged a penny 
for his services, or accepted a farthing of pay. Fearless, outspoken, 
and conscious of his entire honesty of purpose, it is not to be 
wondered at that in the part he has taken in the questions which 
have come before the angling world, he has opposed vigorously 





measures which he considered to be prejudicial, and has met with 
opposition, often the more bitter because futile. It must be a satis- 
faction to him to see that many of his former opponents have become 
his strongest supporters, acknowledging that if not invariably right 
—and he is the first to acknowledge a mistake—his action is always 
straightforward and unselfish, and directed to obtaining the greatest 
good for the greatest number. We have watched Mr. Geen’s work 
for many years; and are quite certain that thousands of anglers, 
especially among the less well-to-do portion of the community, will 
join us in hoping that he may long be able to give his time and ser- 
vices in their interest. 








TROUT ANGLING.—No. 3. 


By JAMES MACNEE (Professional Angler). 


To DYE GuT BLUE. 
Boin a handful of logwood in a pint of water for five minutes, adda 
piece of copperas the size of a pea, and dip in your hank of gut whilst 
the liquid is warm, not boiling. Let it be off the fire, say, three 
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minutes, then dipin the gut ; after dipping, wash in cold water. If 
not the shade required, dip 
again; and if you wish a 
deeper blue add more copperas 
—a piece about the size ofa 
pea is sufficient. A very slight 
shade is best, as the gut retains 
its transparency. ‘Trout see 
the gut on the surface against 
the light, and transparent gut 
is of the greatest benefit. The 
gut is the principal aid by 
which you have to deceive the 
trout, and bad gut is one of 
the greatest stumbling blocks 
the angler has to contend 
against. And remember this 
—it is absolutely impossible to 
capture fish of any size with 
badly - coloured gut; let the 
amateur endeavour to obtain 
it as transparent as possible. 
This has been my greatest 
difficulty from the first, and 
remains so still. 


Hooks. 


Hooks play a very important 
part in the sport, and are manu- 
factured of all sizes and shapes. 
Their sizes are distinguished by 
numbers. You will find them de- 
signated by different names, such 
as round - bend, sneck - bend, 
Limerick, &c. I have tried all 
kinds, and find the Carlisle round- 
bend the best, unless a hook of the 
sneck-bend pattern for worm. I 
would not have as a gift for my 
own use a cart-load of any other 
shape of iron. The round-bend 
takes a hold at once, and seldom 
fails to keep it. The Limerick 
seldom takes hold properly ; in 
fact, always takes a very slight 
hold, rarely penetrating to any 
depth, and yet I have never once 
met any angler in this district 
using any other than the Limerick. 
The only advantage that can be 
gaimed by the use of a Limerick- 
shaped hook is when a good trout- 
fisherman engages in a day’s sal- 
mon-angling. Trout-fishers in this 
occupation strike much too fast, 
and the slowness of the Limerick 
to take hold of the fish’s mouth 
is in this case decidedly in the 
| angler’s favour. In trout-fishing, when quick striking is dispensable, the 
Limerick is greatly to his disadvantage. The round-bend J useon every occasion ; 
it will do for every kind of fishing—the Limerick will not. You cannot string a 
worm on a Limerick, nor pass one into a small minnow’s mouth and bring the 
barb out at the tail end, and it is impossible to put a parr tail on the Limerick. 
Round-bend hooks are for trout-fishing, numbered from No. 1, the largest to 
No. 15. No. 1 is a large hook, suitable for a large worm hook, or a large fly for 
use in lochs during stormy weather. No. 15 is a very small hook, to dress the 
imitation of a midge on. All the numbers between are of use for different 
sized flies to suit the season or size of water. When I speak of any hooks by 
numbers, therefore, let my readers understand I refer to the round-bend, and I 
would advise the beginner, and also those more advanced in the art, to have all 
their tackle dressed on the round-bend hook. As being the angler’s first difficulty, 
I will next refer to “casting the line.” 


GEEN. 


President of the London Anglers’ Association, 


CASTING THE LINE. 


To accomplish this in a proper manner is in the highest degree essential for 
success. The beginner must not lose patience because now and again he finds a 
fly gone, or perhaps sees his casting-line fixed in a high tree. By practice the 
knack will become perfectly simple to him, and he will soon be able to throw a 
long line. The further you can throw the line the greater your chance of 





success in large rivers, as the large fish always lie about the centre of the stream 
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unless the river happens to risa, then they approach the sidesinsearch of worms 
and small fish. At night in the summer time they also come near the banks to 
feed in shallow water, and also in the early morning during the May-fly season. 
These are the only occasions on which you will find large fish at the side im large 
rivers. Iwill suppose you are using fly. Well, if itis your first attempt, attach 
“4wo hooks to your casting-line, one 2ft. from the extreme end and-one 2ft. 
nearer yourself ; do not. place one on at the extreme.end of the casting-line at 
first. See that you have a clear space behind free from trees and bushes, throw 
the line behind you, and then on to the water ; do not bring the rod back again 
as you throw the flies forward in the same line as the flies were thrown back. 
You must make the cast in a half-circle, or rather in the form of half an oval ; 
do not jerk the rod, cause the flies to travel behind you-witha gentle sweep of the 
rod, and bring a quicker motion to bear upon them as you throw them forward. 
Tf you jerk the rod and you had the end fly on, off it would come with a crack 
like a whip ; in fact, try to make the rod travel as if you were forming the letter 
U. When you think you have attained sufficient dexterity you may attach the 
end fly. Never have more than three flies on. Many prefer to use only two, 
but three gives more choice to the fancy of the fish. ‘To learn to cast to any 
desired spot, practice casting towards any passing froth or bells which may be 
on the water : this will teach you to cast in any direction, and is of great use, as 
you have to cast over many a rising fish, and it is best to be able to do it at the 
first attempt. You must endeavour to make the fly nearest yourself touch the 
water first, the other two, settling gracefully and naturally on the water. If 
they land all ina heap with a splash, your chance of a rise is very small. In 
narrow streams neat, dexterous casting will tend to fill the basket in a much 
shorter time than clumsy, awkward casting. If you can attain great proficiency, 
you will be able to cast under overhanging bushes without fear of entangling 
your flies, and it is generally under the bushes you will find the best trout in 
narrow streams. You must learn to cast over both shoulders, and with either 
right or left hand furthest from you on the rod, ~ 
a part ofa river where bushes grow at the edge, with an opening here and there, 
and wishing to change from one place to another, do not roll up all your line ; 
keep the line floating in the air by casting backwards and forwards as you walk 
along, Youcan then step forward and cast your full line without the trouble 
of having it all to unroll. You must distinctly bear in mind that to insure 
success with a long line out, it must be properly worked ; do not allow it to 
float along in a half-circle. Keep it always straight ; keeping a long line in 
proper position to strike a trout when you get a rise is much more difficult than 
casting. The fish can rise to a slack line and eject the fly from the mouth 
again long before you can strike. A short, straight line is better than a long, 
slack one. Casting alone, let it be ever so good, will not make a good fisherman, 
but it will tend in a great manner to do so. I have often seen capital casters 
poor hands at catching fish, but this was often owing to their defective know- 
ledge of the lure to use. I will now describe some of the various lures, and how 
to use them. 
Lures. 

Explaining once to a friend who was about to commence angling the diffi- 
culties he would have to overcome in deceiving trout, I mentioned that their 
vision was the principal sense he had to overcome, and told him the plans I 
took: fine gut, fishing up stream, creeping behind rocks, bushes, &c., and 
explained the movements to be imitated in using artificial lures, &c, After I 
had given him what I considered a capital lecture, he observed : “‘ Oh, it’sa con- 
founded game of deception altogether.” My friend was perfectly rigut ; it is 
simply deception, and the angler has on all occasions to study how best to 
deceive the knowledge of the fish. Lures of all kinds are used, imitation and 
real, and in using lures of any kind; the real or natural food will entice trout and 
overcome their knowledge much sooner than imitations, Natural minnow fly 
or worm will kill four or six trout for every one that imitations will as you are 
using the food in its naturalstate. You have, of course, to study when to use 
one kind of food or another, and imitate as nearly as you can the natural moyve- 
ments of the lure you are using as the fish are accustomed to meet withit. In 
using the natural food, you have a great part of the deception overcome, and the 
angler will find that imitation lures are much: more diflicult to use successfully 
than natural ones. Anglers in towns, who only take an occasional excursion to 
some stream, have more difficulty in procuring natural lures than those residing 
near ariver. But they must remember that an angler who can kill a medium 
basket with artificial lures is quite as good an angler as. he who, using 
natural baits, kills a heavy basket. Certainly at times the natural food, and the 
natural food only, will capture fish. I will give an instance of it under “ May Fly 
Fishing” ; but at other times you may, by a judicious use of artificial lures, tempt 
trout when natural lures cannot be obtained. Many advocate the abolition of 
the use of natural lures. In many English streams worm-fishing is not allowed, 
and minnow-fishing in some Scotch waters. This points as much to a scarcity 
of fish as to their deadly nature, for unless these lures are used at a proper time 
they are quite as useless as artificial fly used when the troutare feeding on worm. 
During all my experience, however, I have found that natural lures are much 
more deadly than artificial ones, and very little difficulty is experienced in a 
successful use of them, 





PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 
ANNUAL DINNER, 


_. The above took place on Tuesday last at the club-house, the Prince Albert, East 

Surrey-grove, Peckham, and was attended by upwards of 40 members and friends, 
who partook of a splendid repast provided by the host, Mr. H. Reed. Among the 
visitors were Mr.P, Geen ; Mr. Howse, of the Clapton ; Messrs. George and Parker, 
of the Second Surrey ; and Messrs, Tickle, Gray, Palmer, and Garrard. <A. Brodie, 
Hsq., president, occupied the chair; Mr. G. Durant, the vice; while the music was 
provided by Mr. G. Raper, piano, and Mr. W. Durant, violin. The following gentle- 
men rendered some good songs during the evening :—Messrs. Palmer, Durant, Gibbs, 
Jones, Smith, Duke, Goodhall. “Our poet,” Mu, 'T. Kemp, also wrote and sang a 
song for the occasion, which was highly amusing, although rather hard on Mr. J, 
Stidolph. The toast list was as follows :—‘ The Queen and Royal Family,” “Success 
to the Peckham Brothers Angling Society,” responded to by the secretary ; “The 
Anglers’ Association,” to which Mr, Geen, in a very interesting speech, replied—he 
met with a fine reception, which I am sure must be very pleasing to him; “The 
Prize Winners,” responded to by Messrs. Gafney and Luff ; ‘* {he Prize Donors,” to 
which Messrs. Astley and Brewer replied; ‘The Visitors,” coupled with the names 
of Messrs. Tickle and Garrard; “The President,” whose health was drank with 
musical honours ; and “The Officers,” responded to by Mr. G. Durant. The prizes 
won during the past season were presented by the chairman, the following. being 
the principal winners :—Messrs. Gafney, Luff, Durant, Gardham, Page, Stidolph, 
Duke, Parsons, Beard, Turner, Gibbs, Lang, Matthews, Gatty, Kemp, Otgen, Watkins, 
and Phipps. A very handsome list of prizes was promised for the coming season by 
Messrs. ‘Tickle, Astley, Fowler, Benningfield, Brodie (£2 2s.), Reed (£2 28.), Artis, 
Capel, and Co., and seyeral other gentlemen, amounting to over £20—nota bad start. 
Harmony reigned supreme until 2.30, when we parted, each vowing he had never 
spent a more pleasant evening.—GADPLY, ’ 


When you happen to be at - 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. Stewart (Dalston).—You cannot do better than Yarmouth or Lowestoft for 
combining seaside for the family and freshwater fishing’ on the broads and 
rivers for yourself. ; ; . fh 

OXONIAN.—We can certainly recommend you to try the Dove ; we hear that there 
is a more abundant supply of fish this year than has been the case for a very 
long time, and there were plenty last year. The Izaak Walton Hotel is 
thoroughly comfortable. Hofland’s Fancy, with silver tag, the Honey Dun 
Bumble, and small Duns are the flies we recommend you to try, but they must 
be fished up stream on the finest gut. The Drake is on well now, and good 
baskets are being made. % 

i. Ciirve (Manchester).—We should advise you to try yellow lancewood for the 
fly-tops. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, } 


/ THE LATE FRANK BUCKLAND. : 37 

Sir,—lI have only glanced over “The Life of the late Frank Buckland,” but it 
occurred to me there was wanting a completeness to it in regard to his practical 
work, although I must admit the book is one of a most interesting character. Ihave 
been associated with him in séveral matters, and, one more especially, in his con- 
nection with the Thames Angling Preservation Society, to which I would make a 
brief reference. Biers 

On the 4th of May, 1861, Mr. F. T. Buckland was elected a member of the Com- 
mittee of that Society ; but previous to this he took the chair at a special meeting, 
which was held at the Freemason’s Tavern, on the 13th of March, for the purpose of 
considering the desirability of adopting the process of fish culture in connection 


with the Society. It was then agreed that an attempt should be made first of all ~ 


to breed in boxes by artificial means, and Mr, Buckland’s offer of service was thank- 
fully accepted. He was at that time stationed iat Windsor, as assistant-surgeon in 
the 2nd Life Guards, and it was from that meeting the work of publicly initiating 
the process of fish culture in this country was first introduced. + 

The ultimatum of that meeting was the coalition of Mr. Stephen Ponder with 
Mr. Frank Buckland as a sub-committee to carry out the work. of fish culture, the 
former gentleman arranging to fit up the necessary apparatus in his greenhouse, at 
Hampton, and on the 6th of December in the same year it was so far completed that 
an inspection of it was made by the general committee. 

The real work of commencing hatching in this apparatus began on the 4th of 
March, 1862, and the pisciculturists computed that they would be able, in the course 
of the season, to turn 30,000 trout into the Thames, from ova that had been obtained 
from the rivers Test and Bourne, in Hampshire; the Colne, in Herts; and the 
Wandle, in Surrey. In addition to the trout, they got 2,800 ova of salmon’ from the 
Rhine, and so successful were their operations that the loss was only tem per cent. 

Some time after this, Mr. W. T, Ffennell, H.M. Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, 
became a member of the Committee of the T.A.P.S., and after his death Mr, Buck- 
land was appointed as his successor in the office of Inspector. Bh? pid 

Tt was, doubtless, through the action of Mr. Buckland, in connection with fish 
culture for the Thames, and the operations of the T.A.P.S., that his knowledge of 
fish became prominent in this country, and pioneered his way to the appointment of 
Her Majesty’s Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, for which he was so well and ably 
qualified. ; ; 

After his appointment, at one of the annual dinners of the T.A.P.S., to which 
he was always a welcome guest, he was condemning the weirs and dams as great 
obstructions to the salmon, when, his wit being always ready, he exclaimed: “If 
the salmon could only speak, they would say dam the weirs.” ar 

It may be mentioned that so heartily did Mr. Buckland enterin the work of the 
T.A.P.S. that, in the month of June, after his election on the Committee, he 
endeavoured to obtain a reduction of swans on the river ; and.on the 6th of July he 
reports that ‘the authorities on the part of the Queen had determined, to reduce 
gradually their number of 476 down to 200, and the two City Companies, who 
possessed swans on the river, consented to a similar proportionate reduction.” - — 

The presentation of a massive diamond ring to Mr. Frank Buckland, which is 
briefly referred to in his “Life,” was given to him as a recognition of his valuable 
services as Fish Culturalist to the Thames, and presented by Lord Justice Bagallay, 
at the 35th Anniversary Dinner of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, in 
1873, his friend, Mr. Thomas Ransom Sachs, and myself acting as honorary secretaries. 
—I am, &c., : W. #H, BroueHam. 


THREATENED POLLUTION OF THE USK AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, — 

Sir,—The hitherto pure and untainted waters in the little brooklets and streams 
surrounding the neighbourhood of Uskare threatened with an enemy both noxiousand 
deadly to everything living in and nearits course. As for fish of any kind, they could not 
exist init for many seconds, And for the warm weather we may shortly expect, it will 
be very dangerous to health when low and partly dry. It is, to all appearance, strongly 
charged with chemicals, being quite of a black dye in colour, witha thick scum floating 
on the surface, Owners of land through which this stream flows should see into this, 
as no stock would drink from it without doing them material injury. What are the 
sanitary authorities about, and the Usk Fishing Association, that they .cannot see 
for themselves so grave an evil? A short time since they made a great fuss oyer a 
little surface sewage water, which, to my mind, was as harmless as soapsuds, and 
they entirely overlook the most deadly and dreaded of all impurities—a poisonous 
stream daily emptying itself into the sweet water of the Usk. It is high time this 
important matter was seen into, If anyone doubts the truth of these statements, 
just take a quiet stroll from opposite the Greyhound Inn on the Chepstow-road, and 
follow the little brook by the prison to where it empties itself into the Usk ; you 
won't require a second glance.—I am, Xc., Kine FISHER. 

[It is earnestly to be hoped Usk anglers will make every effort to prevent; the 
threatening destruction of these streams.— ED. | 4 


SWANAGHE, DORSET. Ja 
S1r,—Any information as to the fishing in the neighbourhood of the above would 
oblige ?—I am, &c., # wPG 








Bristol, June 8, 





FISHING AT SCHWALBACH. eel 


Srr,—aAs I hope to spend the month of September at Schwalbach, in Germany, I _ 


should be greatly obliged to any of your readers who are acquainted with the trout- 
fishing there if they will kindly give me the benefit of their experience as to flies for 
that month there, times, seasons, spots, &e.—I am, &e.? SCHWALBACH, 


AMATEUR SEA-FISHING AT WORTHING, ; 

S1r,—When at Worthing last week I went out to Whiting rock, about two and a 
half miles from the shore; my friend and self, with three lines, pulled up 107 
whiting pout, three bream, and two sea carp in less than two hours. Bait, sand 
worms. I haye known the rock for some years, and invariably had good sport. 
Knowing many of your readers will soon be going away for a holiday, I hope you 
will find room for this in your valuable columns, for if they should be near the spot 
I advise them to give it a trial. Tom Davis is the name of the boatman who ean put 
them on the right spot, for it is only about 12ft. square. Use gut-hound hooks ; 
not the clumsy things supplied by boatmen.—I, am, &e., GEORGE F, Rosn. 





ADDRESS WANTED: 
Sr1r,— Will Captain Dunne kindly favour me with his address ?—I am, &e., ; 
Manaaer, “F, G,” 








June 13, 1885. 
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TURNED-DOWN EYED TROUT-HOOKS, 


Srr,—Since my letter published in your last impression, I learn from Mr. Farlow, 
of 191, Strand, that he.has received from Messrs, Harrison and Bartleet, of Redditch, 
‘a supply of my turned-down eyed trout-hooks, sizes 000 to 2, so that if any of your 
readers like to give them a trial, they can now do so. 

I find that by tapering the hook-shank (out of which the loop is made) very fine, 
these turned-down eyes can be made to answer equally well in the larger sizes, and 
a supply of these are in course of manufacture.—I am, Kc., 

June 10th. H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





PATTERN OF A “BUSTARD” WANTED. 

Sr1r,—I want a “ Bustard ” as used in the North for night fishing. Will someone 
lend me one for a pattern? Willsea-trout take them? I have killed a great many 
with a silver-bodied moth ; legs and wings, white; body, silver tinsel. Wrap some 
wool on the body first to make it look fat. 

TI never saw anyone but myself use this fly ; it is, however, worth trying, being far 
superior to the ordinary white moth.—I am, Kc., 

Budleigh Salterton, Devonshire. E. Gosuina, 

[Perhaps “Silver Grey” will send us descriptions of a few of the best dressings 
of Bustards ?—Ep. ] 


SALMON-FISHING NEAR NOTTINGHAM. 

Sir,—Salmon-fishing this week has been very quiet, the river running fine and 
dead low, and the weather so dreadfully hot. Plenty of fish have shown themselyes, 
but they could not be induced to take a bait. Only two fish have been taken : one 
on Monday, by Mr. Scapeness, 11lb,; one on Tuesday, by Mr. Eaton. 201b. : both 
caught in the Shardlow length. 

Several good barbel have been caught while salmon fishing—one angler taking 
two on Saturday, between 51b. and 6lb. each ; they were returned. 

I wonder some of the fly fishermen for salmon don’t have a day down here, as I 
have no doubt the lessee, Mr. Wood, would give permission to any gentleman for a 
day.—I am, &c., 

June 8th, ACE .s 














THE VORACITY OF THE MINNOW. 

S1r,—I have often thought that it would be a good idea if you would devote a 
regular corner of the “F.G.” to “Curiosities of Angling,’ and invite anglers to 
contribute some of their “strange experiences” to it. Here is another little one of 
my own. ‘Trout-fishing the other day on the upper waters of the Lea, I was 
surprised by whipping out a wretched little minnow, who actually had the audacity 
to come at a large artificial May Fly, well-nigh as big as himself. Nor was he foul- 
hooked, as might be thought, but fairly hooked with the large hook in the mouth. 
I was much bothered by dace in the same way, for they seemed to be as fond of the 
May Fly as the trout.—I am, &c., CoTswoup. Isys, 





MR. BROOKWELL AGAIN. 
Srr.—While fishing at the old spot, The Fish and Hels, Hoddesdon, on Saturday 
last, I caught a handsome trout, weighing 41b—I am, Xc., H. BROOOKWELL. 
' 15, Belmont-villas, Leyton-road, Leyton, June 8th. 


A GREAT LAKE TROUT. 

S1r,—My daughter is staying at Geneva and saw this fish (referred to in the 
accompanying note) caught. It was not by rod and line, but by a line wound on 
a piece of wood ; and asshe sent me an account of it cut out of the paper, I thought 
that you might like to take some notice of it—_I am, Xc., EDWARD LUKYN. 

56, New Broad-street, E.C., June 8th. 

“Des pécheurs de Carouge ont eu, hier matin, la bonne fortune de pécher une 
magnifique truite, du poids de 39 livres eb 200 grammes. On ne se souyient pas 
davoir, depuis longtemps, trouvé des poissons de cette dimension dans l’Arve, 

“La truite a été trouvée sous le pont de Carouge.” 


LARGE TROUT TAKEN AT NEWBURY. 

S1r,—We have been having some good sport here at Newbury with the trout, in the 
stream by the White House. Mr. Sexton took two, one 4}lb. and one 2#lb.; Mr. 
Cornish three, 3lb. 20z., 241b., and 3lb. ; Mr. Stillwell four, 41b. 6oz., 231b,, 1$1b., and 
3lb. I took one 41b. 2oz. . This is not Association water. They were all taken with 
the worm ; it is impossible to fish this stream with the fly —I am, {&c., 

Denbigh Villa, Greenham, Newbury, June 2nd. EDWIN MorGan. 





SHOOTING BOOTS, 

Srr,—In answer to your correspondent, ‘ Watchett,” of Ilkley, in last week’s 
paper, I can recommend Mr. J. Lowrey, of King-street, Whitehaven, who will make 
a boot about 10in. length of leg at the price named. I got a pair of K boots from 
him three years ago 10in. long in leg, which cost about 28s. or 30s., and are still 
good for another season, and have only required an occasional stitch or a few nails. 
They are admirably adapted for mountain stream fishing.—I am, Xc., 

3, Marina-terrace, Hensingham, Whitehaven. W. J. P. SHERWEN. 








a FRESHWATER FISHING NHAR MARGATE. 

Srr,—Can any of your readers inform me if the river Stour (Canterbury Stour) 
comes under the Mundella Act? Many visitors to Margate like to haye a day’s 
fishing in the Stour at Plucker’s Gutter, Grove Ferry, and Sturry. Would not the 
netting in fence time of the higher waters, Wye, Ashford, &c., spoil the fishing lower 
down? The water at Grove Ferry, if the Angling Association could get it (1 believe 
it would gocheap) and preserved it, would be a great boon to anglers,—I Fa a 

[The Act applies to England and Wales, but to public waters only. It would be 
a splendid thing if there was good freshwater fishing near Margate. Near that town 
there is plenty of water, but it is fearfully poached.—ED. | 





FISH POISONING AT TOTTENHAM. 

Sir,—I have to thank you first of all for inserting my letter inthe GAzErTn of 
last week, which you so kindly did at very short notice. It was but a few lines 
hastily scribbled, but sufficient, | thought, to call the attention of anglers to the state 
of the river, so that they might, if they wished, walk down on Saturday afternoon 
or Sunday and see the condition of affairs for themselves. It is a lamentable fact, 
and one generally to be deplored, that in spite of all that has been said and written 
these periodical slaughters of fish life should take place. ya 

Thave it on indisputable authority, from the lips of our own bailiff, that on May 
27th he saw the sewage being let into the river at Tottenham, and a man standing on 
the dock and spreading what appeared to be lime or chemicals of some description 
upon the stuff as it passed in. j ; 

Soon after, the fish began to appear on the top of the water, seemingly gasping for 
breath, and that state of things has continued for some days. I, yesterday (June 
7th), counted, between Verdun’s boathouse and a small creek about 500 yards up the 
river, more than 400 dead roach, many of them Lb, in weight, numbers 21b., and all 
good fish. 

Here is wholesale murder, neither more nor less ; 
responsibility lie? 

It is monstrous that such a state of things should be allowed to continue, and I 
shall use my humble endeavours, by bringing this matter before the Angler's 
Association and in any other way that offers, to try to prevent, if at all possible, a 
recurrence of such a dastardly outrage.—I am, Xc., Hi, J. TIBBAtTtTs, 

June 8th, 


and with whom does the 


SPARROWS, CATS, TOADS, FROGS, &c. 

; Sir,—I haye watched our perky, bold, insolent, artful, quarrelsome, and affec- 
tionate friend, the sparrow, under almost all conditions, and though I have never 
seen him run, as described by the “ Amateur Angler” (especially when alone), I quite 
believe he is capable of it. 

T have seen him “ wriggle” himself along in the white dust in country lanes ; but 
when five or six have been fighting “all of a heap,” at that particular time I believe 
they can do almost anything. 

A partridge will pretend lameness to lead you away from its young; so will 
plover—also several aquatic birds. 

Some persons have told me the toad does not “hop”; but you may take my word 
for it that it both hops and crawls—short hops, I admit. They stretch their hind 
legs out to the very utmost extent when crawling, and seem to be very fond of using 
the tips of their toes, They draw one hind leg after another in the most curious 
manner, slowly as possible. 

“ Amateur Angler” should get three or four large toads in a box, and watch them 
take a good-sized worm, It will make him smile. The whole transaction forcibly 
reminds you of a toothless old man trying to eat a piece of gristle. 

Toads, when first put in the box, try every dodge to escape, and stand on their 
hind feet, and lean against the sides, &c., looking out for an opening. They will take 
in a gentle like lightning, and bring down flies; they are also very fond of moths. 

Re cats and frogs, when I lived at Streatham, one morning I heard a peculiar 
screaming amongst my potatoes, and, going to the spot, I found my cat (the one I 
have now) busy eating off the hind legs of a splendid frog. The screams of the 
frog were positively heartrending. I gave the cat a good smack on the back. I 
afterwards found two or three frogs with their hind legs gnawed off close to the 
body, and quite healed up. Of course, all the jumping power of froggy was destroyed ; 
but otherwise he was healthy, but looked exceedingly ludicrous. 

If ‘Amateur Angler” wants to get the mouth of a toad open, let him press his 
finger and thumb on the nostrils of the toad, and, if done properly, it will open its 
mouth with a peculiar sucking sound for breath. I do not believe they breathe 
through the skin ; then why open their mouths ? 

“A, A.” will find old starlings bitter to the taste—in fact, nasty. The starling 
may be termed the “ clown ” of the feathered tribe—artful and fond of fun. 

Jesse says it has been calculated that a pair of sparrows destroy 3,300 caterpillars 
in a week, besides other insects—i.e., when rearing their young. I have seen 
sparrows breed and bring up their young in martins’ nests, Destroy all the sparrows, 
and you would see few leaves on fruit trees. 

Lastly, there is one interesting little bird that will creep up a wall or down a tree 
like a mouse, and that is the tree creeper.—I am, &c., M. A. 

P.S.—Starlings can either hop or run, When foraging for food, &e., they usually 
run along ; but when chasing each other, &c., they hop at a great rate. If I mistake 
not, blackbirds and thrushes can both run and hop, and there are several small birds 
can do ditto—notably the wheatear, which can run at a great rate when alarmed. I 
think your correspondent will find the whin chat and stone chat can both hop and 
run. 





THE DOVE. 

S1R,—One evening last week, when staying by the banks of the Dove, I sacrificed 
the delights of the society of the fair, giving up the pleasures of a large family 
dinner party, and, putting on my waders, made for the water, strictly preserved and 
containing many good fish, For some time the sun was bright upon the water, and 
as I waded up the stream to a weir, a quarter of a mile above me, throwing my flies 
in every likely place without even getting a rise, I thought to myself, “ Wait till 
the sun is behind that clump of trees on the hill top,and in a few minutes I'll do 
more than if I had fished through the heat of the day.” The trout were rising in 
the still water just above the weir, and, with grand expectations (based on former 
experience), I threw over one with a gossamer gut cast of Mr. Bulmer’s 
make. ‘The fish stopped rising. I tried another — he did the same. 
I altered my flies—it was no use. Neither an lUvening Dun nor the 
Coachman would avail; so, somewhat reluctantly, 1 wound up and made for the 
rougher water, hoping to do better in the eddies. Nothing, however, came of my 
most subtle endeayours to secure even a rise. The air seemed alive with flies, one 
or two of which I recognised, and altered my cast accordingly, but to no purpose. 
I believe what has been termed the “angler’s curse,” alittle black-looking fly, was 
abundant, and this may have been the chief cause of my non-success. I began 
fishing at 6.15 p.m., and fished till 9.30, and touched two trout during the last half- 
hour. The stream was very low, but the fish were on the surface. I note this 
experience for the consolation of others. The Dove is a most unceridin river; the 
oftener I whip it, the more I find it so. On some occasions six or seven brace of nice 
fish fall to one’s rod ; on others, with apparently the same conditions of water and 
sky, it is with the greatest difficulty that even a braca can be got.—I am, &c., 

H. 8. ANSON. 





ANGLING IN THE LONDON PARKS. 

Srr,—Permit me to ask what reasonable objections exist to “ George, Ranger” giving 
his Royal sanction to the wish of many thousands of London anglers in regard to 
angling in the Serpentine and the larger “stretches” in the Regent’s Park? It 
might be argued that the people’s and the Royal Parks are open for the enjoyment 
of all the Queen’s liege subjects ; that Hyde Park especially is the “ play-place” of 
the aristocracy, and there might be danger of anglers’ flights hooking a feather, or 
flower, or rich and rare lace worn by a lady passer-by. Also it might interfere with 
future Drakes and Frobishers, and Nelsons and Napiers, from sailing their small 
craft upon the Serpentine. The same objection anent the feathers and the lace, &c., 
might also apply to slightly less aristocratic visitors near the waters of the Regent's 
Park, including, of course, Mrs. Ramsbottom and Mrs. Lambswool, &c.; but boats 
could be hired. 

Now, suppose angling be permitted by the will and pleasure of the Duke of 
Cambridge in both parks, say from August 12 until Feb. 1,of course under special 
regulations ; that the fish in the Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, be netted and 
placed in the Serpentine ; and, doubtless, plenty of other fish would be given by 
friends of the poor London anglers to stock this water, and add to the fish already 
in the Regent’s Park, and also in the large piece of water in the Battersea Park. 
“Oh!” it might be urged, there is no room for anglers in the last-named water, 
beeause of the boating and the number of visitors in all the paths hard by.” The 
water is.no doubt, shallow and muddy, and if angling might not be practicable here, 
the same objections do not obtain in Hyde and Regent’s Parks. JI myself 
sympathised with that big, solitary perch that was found in the Serpentine; but it 
serve to prove that perch, &c., could live and grow big in this water if minnows and 
gudgeon were put into the place ; and as to the roach and the rest of the coarse fish, 
there would be no fear of their getting plenty of— 

London, 8.W., June 10. 


? 


GROUND BAIT, 





RAILWAY CONCESSIONS TO ANGLERS. 

Sir,—The report of the Birmingham United Society, which appeared in the 
TIsHiInG GAZETTE of May 30th, was read to the meeting of the Liverpool Angling 
Association, and the hon. sec. was empowered to write to the president, Mr, Coles, on 
the subject, and to take such steps as he might think necessary to arrive at united 
action in this matter.—I am. Kc., R. WOouLFALL, Hon. Sec. 

June Q. 





GREAT BASTERN RATLWAY.—FURTHER CONCESSION. 

Srr,—tIn answer to my application I am pleased to state that the Great Eastern 
Railway Company, with their usual liberality, have granted us the anglers’ privi- 
lege to Witham Station, on the Chelmsford line, in addition to those recently 
granted. The list will now be as follows: Chelmsford, Hatfield, Peverel, Witham, 
Maldon, and Kelvedon,—Iam, &e., R. GHURNEY, see, 
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Send for Samples. 





Inventors of Steeled 
Rods, & 


c., &e. 








DY Oy. 
S FISHING 
TACKLE 
Witbout this Mark no 
Metal Centred Rods or 
Lines a’e genuine. 


We supply on the followin 





16-PLAIT DOU 





Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 


LE-DRESSED LINES. 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


e Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


Eight International | 
Fisheries Awards, 





London, 1883. 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, sends (under date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“I have used the New ACME 


«“ IMPROVED ” REEL Line (tapered for trout fishing’) last season and this. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.—I am, yours faithfully, 
Editor of the Field) says :—‘ Your Acme ‘Improved’ line is So GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No. 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 
} I am recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling x 0 Y 
PINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obirudes (as it did in the old line). 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” ON LABEL. 


Manufactured by D. and W. 4H. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNEH, ENGLAND. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 





SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 















New Patent @2== eee Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon = ==. Circular 
Winch Box 


FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 


(Can be regulated to any 
stiffness at will). 





Patines The PERFECT” 
Trout Double Taper 


Solid Plaited 
Nets Silk Trout Fly 
(Very Light). = Line. 


——s Z ——— = 
The “DESIDERATUM” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
- DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &e. 


JAMES OGDEN'S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


Ss cea lama 


Landing 





























PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“An excellent fly-rod.’—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to tbe club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

_ ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 110’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d, per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
4 dass 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s, Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, }s. 6d. 

: A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s, per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


i ge 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for fhe Mannfacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrell: Staffs, Dowels, &c., &e, 

FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :—~ 


THOMAS H. CHUBS, Post Mills, Orange Co,, Vermont, U.S.A, 





J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—tThe Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies, They are finished a light bronze ‘ 
colour, Which is much less conspicuous in a 


the water than the old black japan, and are 
(PATENT NO. 15,730) 


made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 
tempered. 

Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented ky us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market. 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne'’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner's Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall *? Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 

Improved Waterproof Braided Silk Linss, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

Wew “vratent” Regulating Reels—“Strike-from-the- Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ringand Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. 

* Patented ” Spring steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 

‘astening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner’s “Registered ” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat basket.— The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Aajustable Rod Holder ( ‘ Patented”). 


Samples and Ilustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 4 Putney. 
45 55 Hammersmith, 
,} 50 * Barnes. 
Add 55 . Kew. 
75 br Richmond. 
80 ~ Twickenham, 
85 % Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For Times oF HigH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, June 13° %.. 56 1.37 tae ate 2.1 
Sunday, by eee VS aaa aor 2.25 a aa 2.51 
Monday, 5) ne LO okie iets 3.16 : HGS 3.41 
Tuesday, Sy koh goss wie 4.6 Heo 4,32 
Wednesday, 1) NLT eee eae 4.57 9 5.22 
Thursday, 5) LO eee rele 5.46 530 an 6.13 

; Friday, 5 9 3 see 6.40 é F Ue) 


High Tide June 15. June 16 Angling for Coarse Fish commences. 
GP River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
TTT 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketier-lane, London. 


— << -0hC oe ae 


—e 


“about all the doings since last week’s report. 


-think, will be very good. 


“sth, 8lb.; another Fish on the 10th, 341b.; two more runs besides. 


June 13, 1885, 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


There is abundance of evidence this year to prove that Tuesday next, the 16th of 
June, is not too late for the commencement of the general angling season, as the 
fish have not yet all spawned, and those that have will be in no condition for sport, 
or anything else. It was a wise regulation in the Fresh Water Fisheries Act that 
the period was altered from the first of June, and although the anglers at first com- 
plained of the change, they have every reason to believe now there was perfect 
wisdom in it. It will be a grand thing when there is a common law to regulate 
everywhere the standard sizes of fish to be taken ; it will give greater completeness 
to the “Mundella Act,” as three most important points in angling will then be 
settled. (1) The seasons of fish ; (2) the prohibition of sale in the close season; 
and (3) the link still wanting—the sizes of fish. The angling eluhs are naturally 
prominent in the opening of another season in the way of competitions, and anglers 
generally have been looking forward to it- a three months’ holiday makes a great 
gap in an angler’s fishing season as regards the Thames, and other rivers that are 
under the Fresh Water Fisheries Act ; but in many places roach-fishing goes on 
until the end of April. Speaking of angling clubs, it is remarkable the number 
that have come to grief within the last two years, and yet by the springing up of 
new ones, the total number is about the same. Thereis very little to say about trout 
catching this week, and it was previous to the heavy rainfall those that have been 
caught were taken. Mr, H. Dickinson’s perseverance at Kingston has credited him 
with the capture of a nice fish of 531b., and no angler is more deserving of its pos- 
session. Mr. B. was the first to break the ice, if such a term is acceptable. Mr. D. 
was the next to follow, and there is no reason why Mr. N. should not get one of the 
big ones that are said to be neighbours of his. At Sunbury, Mr. H. Alger has got 
another nice trout, weighing 51b 140z ; and at Shepperton Weir, Mr. Palmer, fishing 
with George Rosewell, has taken the premium fish this week of ll4lb, These are 
The water is somewhat higher and 
discoloured ; but at the end of the week it may be all right again. 


UPPER THAMES. 


My correspondents from all Thames trout stations are full and cnthusiastie about 
the quantity and quality of trout in their respective waters. From Eynsham to 
Staines I hear of good work, and of fish spotted, hooked and missed, played and 
landed in galore. There is not the slightest doubt but what the Thames is now 
once again full of beauties ; but what a pity it is they do not seem to care about a 
fly. At Windsor and Boyeney, thre: fish have been had of takeable size; and at 
Bray and Maidenhead, six fish. At Marlow, Mr. ©. Wright has had a nice fish of 
4b. in the mill tail ; and Mr. Rawson some pretty fish going 3lb., and over in two 
cases. Thursday Hyvening.—River in grand trim for trout, and as this is about the 
last week before the “madding” crowd arrive, I should advise piscators to at once 
try their “’prentice” or artistically-educated hand—MAnRrLow Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 
The late rains have discoloured the water, and the chances of sport next week, I 
: I did not send last week, for my patrons had such 
bad luck, the less said about it the better ; plenty of runs, but no trout landed here. 
Had better luck this time. My patron on the 7th, took one of 5!lb.; one on the 
‘ J. Bentley, on 
the 7th, in the fleet, a fish 43lb. The chub have bean a perfect nuisance, and the 
barbel are jumping about all over the shop. To-day, a brace, one 51b., the other 3lb. 
—G. LUMSDEN. 
Thames (Goring). 
Water now a little thick, but will he in first-rate order by Tuesday. There will 
bea good high water. Barbe), chub, and roach have all done spawning, and there 
seems plenty of fish. Ithink we shall have a good season—JOHN Rusu. 


Thames (Windsor). 

It would be impossible for the coarse fishing season to open under more favour- 
able conditions than the present as regards state of water. The Jate rains have 
come at a time when it was most needed, and given a good push of water. Already 
fishermen are beginning to open the barbel campaign, and many swims would be 
worth fishing at the present time, and by the 16th ought to be in tip-'op condition, 
if they have not been overdone. Barbel are still jamping very much, and amongst 
them may be noticed not afew trout, which will perhaps fall victims to the ledger. 
Worms at present will undoubtedly be the bait, and in the hotter weather I have 
killed well with greaves; but a deal dependson the way swim: -are baited with 
this. Roach and dace have hardly got over spawning, and the latter are ‘still 
rough, whilst jack, if taken, will be found very poor. I have noticed immense 
quantities of chub, from 3in. to 8in. long, on the shallows, and it is to be hoped the 
wholesale slaughter which annually takes place amongst them by whipping with 
small baits, usually gentles, will be well iooked after by the custodians of the river. 
I have seen basketsful taken on a hot day, witha fine length of gut and small hook 
baited with gentles, from a boat, hardly a fish amongst them that would go the 
proper length—viz., 10in. No wonder we haye no good winter chubbing, so I sin- 
cerely hope this will have attention from the various preservation socicties. Trout- 
ing has been very quict this last week, and I shall expect to see them. take more 
kindly to worm than they have lately to fly, live bait, or spinning. Only oue fish of 
331b. graces my diary for week ending June 11th.—B. R, BAMBRIDGE. 


- 





Ancholme (Caistor). 
The recent rains have put the trout well on the feed. Mr. J.Simmonds. of Boston, 
and friend caught forty on a local water on Friday last, twenty of which were 
generously returned. Mr. Morwood caught one trout and some coarse fish at River- 


head on Saturday last ; and C. Ford one small pike and sundry coarse fish_— THOMAS | 


Forp, 
The Bure (Norwich). 

Roach have finished their family matters on this stream, or very nearly so, and 
the eels are very busy following in their track to endeavour to stop over-population, 
and are falling victims to their appetite, as they are being caught in large numbers 
whilst busy devouring the freshly-deposited spawn. Some good bream (for this 
river) have been taken lately, some between 21b, and 3lb., this very day at Ranworth, 
and for a few days longer fair sport can be had with the bream. A beautiful tench 
was taken at Horning Ferry the other night, weighing close upon 41b. From Wrox- 
ham reports are very fair, both with regard to bream and pexch, though the latter 
have not been captured in anything like the usual numbers or of the usual size ; the 
fact is, I think, these have been too many rods at work at one spot. The Champion 
Club held their voluntary match at Horning Terry to-day (Thursday), and though 
the fish caught were very numerous, their size was very small. The first six prize 
winners were as follows; Mr. Goreham, 15lb.; Mr. Moll, 141b.; Mr. Varvel, 10Ib. ; 
Mr. Chapman, 83lb.; Mr. Hook, 8lb.; Mr. Daniels, 7$1b. Prospects very good.— 


RosBeRT MOut. 
Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The river is rather low ; we could do with another flood. Sport still continues 
good. Worm, Small Red and Spinner, and Greenwell flies are the taking lures. June 
5th, Mr. Smart, thirteen trout ; Mr. Matthews, twenty-four trout ; Sth, Mr. Smart, 
Sunderland, sixteen trout; 10th, Mr. Hedley, ten trout (good); 11th, Mr. Oliver, 
forty-two trout ; Mr. McAllam, Gateshead, twelve trout—F. BRown. 


The Dove. 


fam glad to be able to state that the drake season on our river promises to prove 
quite as good this season as last. The fly is now coming out, and we have hada 
greatly-increased number of rods on the river since my last. Sport has been good, 
the best execution having been done with the natural May-fly. On the preserved 
waters the takes have averaged at least five brace per vod. ‘The heavy rains of 
Monday infused a good deal of colour into the water, which js just now in splendid 





condition for any kind of fishing, either fly, worm, maggot, or minnow. The surface 
of the stream is covered with a great mass of fly, and we shall shortly be at the very 
zenith of our trout season.—THE SPLODGER. 


Wondrous sport is being had with the Drake on the Dove. On an open length 
(Dove Dale) takes averaged seven and eight brace yesterday. Indeed, we hear Mr. 
Prince, of the Walton, estimates that no less than 150 brace were landed in Dove 
Dale alone on Wednesday. The fly has not been on more than a week as yet, therefore 
prospects of sport look rosy here——D. and W.H. Fosrrr. 


Hden (Armathwaite). 

There has been no fishing of any account to report of this week, with the ex- 
ception of the annual club competition, which took place last Friday. I suppose 
the hard days’ fishing, with very little sport, has tired the parties out, so that a 
week’s rest was needed. Mr. T, Hannah was the winner, with eight trout, a little 
over 3lb. weight, Mr. James steel being a close second. The other competitors 
were Mr. R. Carruthers, Rey. H. Whitmore, and the Rey. E. Bowman (last year’s 
winner), the two last-named gentlemen having had a week’s evening fishing, but 
only small baskets were taken. Mr. Sutton had thirteen trout in the Low House 
water. I trust to hear of some good baskets being taken in the evenings shortly, 
now that they are getting warm. As yet, there has been nothing very interesting 
to write about.—SkIDDAw. 

Eden (Carlistle). 


The warmer weather of the last few days has made the trout stir about more 
during the night, and some decent baskets have been made with the Bastard. Now 
that creeper-fishing is nearly over, there ought to be sport with either May Fly or 
worm ; but the trout do not seem to be properly in the streams. Only think of the 
five best men in the Armathwaite Club getting twenty-two trout amongst them last 
Friday in the competition. If poor old Dick had been alive, I would have liked to see 
his face when he heard the result. Mr. T. Hannah won with eight trout. Have I not 
said before that he was “the coming man,” always barring “ ghosts”? The Carlisle 
Association competition, which was fixed for June 19, has fallen through, on account 
of the small number of entries ; but Mr. W.G. Stubbs is open to fish any man his 
own weight for a ‘fiver.’ I hear that Colonel Sharp has had some nice baskets 
lately ; but he gets up early in the morning, and we have heard something about the 
early bird.—SILVER GREY. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing during the past week has been anything but brisk. Boating parties 
are out daily, but their catches are small. On Monday R. Lovering, fishing to the 
westward, caught two cod, 16lb. and 91b. each, and one bream; T. Davie, string of 
whiting and bream; R. Louch, codlin, whiting, and bream. The trawling skiff 
brought up from the bay some large soles, plaice, and gurnard; and Mr. Butler, 
fishing from the rocks off Shallow Path, caught some bass, codlin, pout, and dabs. 
A few lobsters have been caught in the pots. A boat has put in here to-day with 
about 2,000 mackerel on board, which are being sold eight fora shilling, Weather 
f£ne,— HE. ComeEn. 

Lake Windermere- 

The season for catching the rare and delicious char for which this lake is famed is 
just now at the best, and numbers of boats may be seen engaged in trolling “ from 
early morn to dewy eve,’ and several excellent catches have been recorded during 
the past fortnight. On Monday last Mr. Martin Brown and some friends, accom- 
panied by a noted lake fisherman, succeeded in securing noless than 161b. of these de- 
liciousfish. There is also a great improvement in lake trout fishing since the Board 
of Conservators enforced the enlargement of the mesh of nets to 1tin. from knot to 
knot when wet. One day last week we noticed on Mr. Mudd’s fish slab at Bowness, 
a splendid trout, which had just been captured by that noted fisherman, Jimmy 
Walker ; it measured 24in, and scaled 741b.—J. W. 


Lea (Ware). 

The prospects for the 16th look wonderfully well here, as we have had a run of 
water. It rained all day on Monday, Monday night, and Tuesday till mid-day, so 
that it will wash away a great deal of the natural food which roach and dace feed 
on. The show on the top of the water during the late hot weather was something 
immense, for they were to be seen in thousands, and I should advise anglers against 
using toomuch ground bait, as they become surfeited with it. Since writing lash 
week, two more trout have been taken close to the Bridge, going 2lb. and 3lb., ths 
latter taken by Joseph Baldock. A gentleman, whilst fishing in private water at 
Dane End, near here, got a jack going 151b., and, on landing it, it started disgorging 
a trout going between 2]b. and 3lb. He has sent it to be put up, with the trout 
partly out of its mouth Harry Paqu, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is getting in very good order, and this last rain has cleared a great 
many weeds off, so I think there will be some roach taken, for there are a fine lot 
close to the Rye House, under the shade of the trees, and there are some fine trout 
knocking about close to the house.—WM, COWELL. 


Leicester, 

Anglers in this locality are eagerly looking forward to the opening-day of ths 
season—next Tuesday. Irom personal observations of the Leicester Society's waters, 
there are any quantity of fish—a perfect sight being witnessed last week during 
the time the roach were busily engaged spawning. The fish received careful atten- 
tion from the keeper and his staff, and were left to get safely away to the scours. 
From appearances fish in these preserves were never more numerous than at the 
present time—a result that may be partly attributed to the close season and exemp- 
tion from the nets of poachers. The annual meeting of the Leicester Angling 
Society will be held next Monday in the old Town Hall, kindly lent by the mayor 
for the purpose, when the chair will be occupied by Mr. Councillor E. Gonty. The 
business of the meeting is to receive the report of the committee for the year, and 
to consider other matters of minor importance.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams have considerably altered since last week: heavy rain has 
fallea in this part at the latter end of last week and the beginning of this, and has 
made the water rise, and it is now muddy, and completely put a stop to fly fishing 
for a short time, until the water goes down and clears, when some good sport may 
be expected, as both streams are well stocked with some fine trout. Several anglers 
have been out and a few very fine fish have been taken, but the weather has been un- 
favourable for any large catches. The May Fly was on the water at the end of the 
week. The best killing baits at’ present are the maggot and worm, and a few good 
trout have been taken with them, On Saturday a gentleman visited the Arrow and 
with the May I'ly took a few nice trout. The Lugg, near the station, was fished by 
a gentleman, who, with the maggot, caught four good sized trout. In the Arrow, 
near Hardisland, on Monday, a few trout were caught with the maggot. The weather 
was warm on Tuesday, and a gentleman took some fine fish from the Lugg near 
Ford’s Bridge with the worm. In the water near Ivington a few trout were landed 
with the maggot. Fishing near Stanton quiet this week. The Pinsley is high and 
coloured, A gentleman took three nice fish on Tuesday with the worm.—GWYNNE. 


Severn (Gloucester). 


All the streams here are now very bright and low. Some good trout have been 
taken with the May Fly in the upper reach of the Leadon. All the local anglers are 
now making preparation for the coming season with the coarse fish, and I hope to bo 
able to record some good takes.—SINGLE HAIR. 


Teme (Tenbury). 
This stream is now not in good fly-fishing order, owing to the heavy rain which 
has visited this district the last few days, The water has considerably altered now, 
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being high and nearly bank-full and muddy, and fly-fishing will be stopped until 
the water, which is now slowly going down, clears, when some good sport is ex- 
pected. During the latter end of last week the Cadow was on the water well, and 
the fish were rising well at them. The best baits used in the water are the maggot 
and worm, On Friday there was a steady downpour of rain all day, and we did not 
see an angler out. On Saturday the sun shone out brightly, the Cadow was used 
with success, and some very fine trout were taken with them, some scaling 10oz. 
each. Rain falling on Sunday night and Monday, the water rose, and was quite 
muddy. The water near Corn Brook was tried on Tuesday with the maggot, and 
two brace of nice trout were landed. In the water near Berrington some capital 
trout were taken by a gentleman with the worm. <A few good-sized trout have 
been landed in the water near Little Hereford. Little doing in the water near 
Rochford. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are all coloured and high, and fishing in 
them quiet this week.— WORCESTER. 


_Teme (Ludlow). un 
On Saturday there was a considerable number of fish taken with the Cadow and 


Coachman, both in the Teme and the tributaries, Mr. Bowles and Mr. Scott had 
very good success in the ’eme on that day, landing some capital fish. On Thursday 
a gentleman up the Corve caught 19 good fair-sized trout in the Felton waters. 
Monday brought a terrible day, the rain coming down all day in “ bucketsful.”. On 
Tuesday all the streams were swollen considerably, and were muddy, and fly-fishing 
was for the time being suspended ; but the fine, warm weather of Tuesday drew a 
number of anglers to the river banks, all of them using the maggot or worm. - Mr. 
Wellings caught some nice fish in the Teme in the Burway quarter, one fine trout 
scaling about 1b. 


half brace of excellent trout from the same quarter with the worm. Some good 


fish were taken in the Leintwardine portion at the latter end of the week. Fishing | 


has been quiet in the Plowden Association waters up to the present. Down below 
Saltmoor some really good catches were made on Wednesday with the maggot, which 
the fish took eagerly, the day opening bright and fair. The Corve is now slightly 
coloured, but running bright and clear. Though the Teme is muddy, it is fast going 
down. A large number out with the worm on Wednesday. One gentleman caught 
in the Corve some seven brace and a half of fish, averaging 3lb. weight each all 
round. Some good fish taken from the Ledwyche on Saturday with the fly.—s. 
LupDuLow. 
The Test. 

What has come to the fishing this year? Such is the question that greets me on 
all sides. Certainly a worse season has never been known. At the commencement 
we were very short of water; but after the rain came fishing did not improve. 
Flies were more abundant than usual. Fish rose at times well; but still, no one 
could make a good basket. You catch the fly as it comes down, and find that it is 
the common old Olive Dun (of different shades). Match it how you please, and 
throw over a rising fish, and the chances are he will not even notice it. It must be 
that the fish are becoming more highly-educated, otherwise it is difficult to account 
for it. The May Fly has now been up some ten days or so, and is pretty well over 
below Stockbridge, and though I know pretty well what has been doing on most 
parts of this river, I can’t hear of anyone haying had a realgood day. There has 
been plenty of fly on; but the fish don’t, or won’t, take it like they used to. I 
know of one enthusiast (and he is not a duffer) who has been out six consecutive 
days and not killed a fish, and that on water which is A 1. I was one of a party of 
five on Friday last, and we all came home blank.” There was any amount of fly on 
all day ; but the fish did not seem to fancy it, but preferred a small Dun that was 
coming down. Yet you hear men say that for a fortnight or so after the May Fly 
it is no use going out with the small fly, as the fish are so glutted they won’t look at 
the Duns. This morning I had a letter from a friend to say that on Monday he 
killed a fish 231b. weight, with a water-rat’s tail projecting out of its mouth. What 
next! Ihave caught trout before now with an eel hanging out, and a toad or frog 
in their stomach ; but never did I hear of a rat being a victim to them. It would 
almost imply that the river was overrun with jack (which is not the case in this 
particular part), and that the trout had taken a leaf out of their book. Tor the last 
three days the wind has been due north, and it is only those who possess a very stiff 
rod, thick line, and about 4ft. of gut collar,who can geta fly over a fish. The May Fly 
season will be over in a few days, and a more disastrous one { have never known. I 
hear the fishing below Winchester has been quite spoilt, owing to the incessant flow 
of weeds. Another year I should advise a strong net across the river, similar to 
the one at Broadlands. It is a certain preventitive, and costs a mere trifle. I for- 
got to mention that fishermen complain sadly this year of the number of fish they 
have hooked and lost, owing to the hook coming away. Mentioning the fact to one 
of the best anglers about Winchester, he said it was mostly their own fault. They 
strike too soon, and the hook merely touches the lip or horny part of the mouth, and 
very little pressure causes it to come away. His advice was—When the fish rise, 
count one, two, and then gently raise the point of the rod, when you will generally 
find that the hook is half-way down the stomach. There isa good deal of truth in 
this. Wind still due north, and glass rising —HAMPSHIRE, 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River is now getting in capital order for fishing. There was a heavy flood the 
beginning of the week, caused by thunder showers. A great quantity of cels were 
taken clotting ; and lots of trout and dace were taken worm-fishing. This big water 
will bring up lots of new fish and well stock the river—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


Trent (Alrewas). 
During the past week some very handsome trout have been taken, from 2lb. 1loz 


to 12lb., and several fine ones lost. This season’s trout have been seen all over the 
river, If the prospects were favourable at the commencement of last season, they 
are more so than ever this vear. The spawning fish of all kinds have been seen in 
countless numbers in all parts of the river, and last week shoals of very large 
grayling were seen above the mill. The river is very low and full of weed; but 
the rain falling now may possibly cause arise,and thus clear some of it out— 


ANON. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Heavy rain on Monday produced a rise on the following day of fully three feet, 
and the influx was much appreciated by all sections of the angling community. 
Wednesday witnessed a subsidence, but the water was thickly charged with colour 
and remained too high for the salmon subscribers, whom, however, it is certain to 
benefit. The close season expires on Monday, and already in our district there has 
been a great demand for ground bait, especially caddis grubs. Mr. Bddowes, clerk to 
the Trent Fishery Board, prosecuted a. fisherman at Nottingham County Hall, on 
the 6th inst., for being in possession of a quantity of coarse fish that were out of 
season, and the justices marked their sense of the defendant's conduct by inflicting 
upon him a fine of 10s. 6d. Owing to the unsettled state of the river, nothing has 
been amongst the salmon when this report was despatched on the evening of the 11th. 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 

A ie Usk. 

The river in early part of week was in good order for angling after the heavy 
rains, and fair sport until the present hot weather set in. Mr. Pride killed three fish 
on Monday, weighing respectively 101b., 12lb., and 15lb.; Mr. Jackson, one. Gen. 
Mignon, Messrs. Cole, Humphrey, and others have been successful in landing salmon of 
good average weight. The water at present is going down. Not much sport to par- 
ticularise at time of writing. It has been much too bright through the day—early 
morn and, evenings late being the only chance of securing a fish. There is an 
abuadance of salmon in the river, haying come up with the last fresh_Rep 


SPINNER, 
: Wharfe (Yorkshire). 
On Sunday and Monday last we had a continual downpour of rain, but the wind 
being in the wrong quarter, it had little or no effect upon either the Wharfe or Yore 
beyond discolouring them for a short time with the washings from the roads, I 


Another angler the same afternoon managed to land four-and-a-. 





a 


have heard of very few even decent dishes with the Stone Fly, and the Creeper has 


also been a failure this season. I wert out for a couple of hours on Wednesday 
evening, and caught half adozen good trout with up-stream worm, two of them 
scaling {lb. eich ; so far, the trout have not risen at all freely at small fly in the 
evening. Fair sport has been had upon the reservoirs at Fewston, On Saturday 
last an angler caught a nice specimen of that rare fish, a golden tench, at that 
place ; it weighed nearly a pound. I regret to have to report another case of 
malicious poisoning of fish upon the Wharfe—this time upon the Otley Club length, 
just below that town—some idea of the amount of damage done may be judged from 
the fact that one lad alone collected over forty fish within a very short space of the 
river. The matter is put into the hands of the police, who are thoroughly inyes- 
tigating the matter, and I earnestly trust that the miscreants may be caught, and 
get their deserts.—_FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. é 


Wye and Derwent. 


We had a very great deal of heavy thunder ; rain fell all over Derbyshire, both on 
last Sunday night and Monday, which was the cause of both the Wye and Derwent 
having nice little flushes on them. This was what was wanted, and I never knew 
more fish killed in all my life than what has been killed, chiefly with bottom-fishing 
on the Derwent, with ant eggs and maggots for baits, the greatest quantity of fish 
being killed on the Matlock Bath Association Club Waters, and the Darley Dale 
Water, below Darley Bridge. There have been many trout taken on the Lovers’ Walk 
side, opposite Matlock Bath, that have been over a pounda piece. One of our local 
hands here killed a splendid basket of trout on Wednesday morning, on unpreserved 
water, near to Matlock Bridge—six trout, that weighed 83lb. the lot—the best 
saraple of fish I have seen this season. Trout are now in first-class condition, 
and are wonderfully good sport after being hooked. The following persons, 
all natives from about here, have had good catches :—Messrs. 8. Smith and Sons, 
Ogden, Clarke, King, Brooke, Highton, the brothers Buckley, Smith, and myself. 
Allen, the water keeper on the Darley Dale Club water, informs me that Mr. William 
Crowder, of Matlock Bank, who has a 30s. season ticket between Darley Bridge and 
Matlock Bridge, has had some heavy baskets of trout killed by bottom-fishing, mostly 
with ant eggs for bait. May I be allowed to ask what is the meaning of the word 
professional? For the Darley Dale Club will not allow a professional fisherman to 
fish their waters at all. Now I was under the impression myself that any man that 
did anything for gain was termed a professional. For instance, a man selling his 
fish. If this is correct the Darley Dale Club have professionals on their water who 


sell their fish and are now holding 303s. season tickets. So has the 
Matlock Bath Angling Association Club a number of professionals. If 
I am correct I hope the secretaries of both clubs will see to this. 


The Drake 1s now out very strong both on the Wye, Derwent, Lathkill, and Amber, 
and a very nice lot of fish have been killed with both the natural Drake, where it is 
allowed to be used and with the small artificial Derbyshire Green Drakes. The 
Yellows, Little Blacks, and Ash-Duns ; also the Downlooker, or Oak Flies, are also 
out very numerous. Morning, and late inthe evening are the best feeding times, 
especially now the rivers have got fine again, A good number of heavy trout are 
being killed daily by dibbing under the bushes and trees with the natural Drake, 
Downlooker, and House Flies. I hear of several large eels being killed lately on 
night lines, below Darley Bridge. Sport on the ponds has been A 1 since the rain 
fell, with both fly, trolling with the Derby Trout-killer, and by bottom-fishing, 
Large Bumble, Claret Body, Red Ribbed, with Gold Twist Spider, and Sand TI'lies 
are killers for ponds or reservoirs.—GEO, JAS. HATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 


Notwithstanding the N.E. wind which has prevailed lately, some capital catches of 
bream have been had on this river, especially at Surlingham, where some up to 41b. 
weight have been caught. The river watcher tells me that his opinion is that 
roach have finished spawning; and the bream are crowding up towards the broads 
with the maternal instinct strong upon them, so during the next few days, if the 
weather continues cold (out of the sun), some good sport. may still be had amongst 
the Norfolk Flats. Perch do not appear to be numerous this year, or the usual 
amount of perseverance in their capture has not been exercised. Reports from the 
lower reaches are meagre, and we must wait another fortnight before roach fishing 
will be a subject of interest hereabouts, Prospects excellent.—RoBERT MOLL. 





IRISH NOTES, 


BALLINAHINCH.—Friday : Since last report fishing has been very fair on above. Mr. 
Anstice in six days killed 12 peel, weighing from 5}lb. to 8lb. each; and Mr. M., 
in the same number of days, eight peel, all the same weight. Water in fair order ; 
weather mild and warm, and peel are showing well in the tidal pool. No appear- 
ance of trout turning yet, but while writing some good shoals of fish are in with 
this, a full spring tide—W. BLACKADDER. 


Erne AND LoucH MELVIN, co. DONEGAL.—Since my last report the angling 
on both the Erne and Lough Melvin is steadily increasing, and nearly all the fish 
taken on the Erne last week, with two or three exceptions, were large fish ; and 
although the sun was very bright and the wind from the north-east, the fish did not 
seem to mind, and sport was really good. The following are the number of fish 
taken on the Erne during the past week :—Mr. H. Robertson, M.P., five, 18, 18, 17, 
15, and 831b.; Mr. E, Houlgrave, fivesalmon, 18, 14, 16,15, 15lb., and a grilse of 5Ib. ; 
Mr. E. C. Parsons, seven salmon, 25, 24, 18,16, 15, 14,and 8lb.; Dr. Aikins, foursalmon, 
14, 14, 133, 81b., and a grilse of 5lb.; Mr. H. Robertson, jun., one salmon, 171b., and 
a grilse of 7lb. Salmon are now running into the river very fast, mostly large 
fish. The May Fly is now up in large quantities on Lough Hrne, but trout have not 
yet begun to take it well. Best basket taken so far, nine trout, weighing 254]b. ; 
biggest fish, 431b, Salmon-fishing on Lough Melvin is steadily improving, and last 
week was the best we have had this season. There were gaptured in the past week 
four salmon and 23 grilse, of which there are now a lot in the lake, and they are 
taking very freely. Trout-fishing is still decreasing, and} will continue to do so 
until the middle of July, when it willagain become good.—M, RoGAN, Ballyshannon 
co, Donegal. é A 


River Moy, BALLINA, AND LouaH Conn.—The past week has not been so pro- 
ductive of sport as the former one ; not for the want of fish, as we have plenty, buat 
owing to the weather—bright, glaring sun all day and north-easterly wind. Still, 
some fish have been killed by anglers who got up early in the morning and fished 
late at evening. A southerly wind and cloudy sky with rain would improve the 
sport very much; that we will have, I anticipate, before 24 hours passes. The 
coming week ought to be a good one for sport on the river. In one of my notes to 
the FisHinG GAZETTE some time ago, I said there were bailiffs, with boats and 
crews, appointed to put down illegal fishing with otter on Lough Conn. That has 
been done ; but what was never dreamt of, or ever known to be used before 6n the 
lough, has taken the place of the otter—that is, crossline-fishing. There are five 
crosslines fishing the lough. Two go from Cloghans shore, two at. Pontoon (from 
Glass Island), and one at the lower end of the lough, on that splendid salmon and 
trout-ground called the Strand, near the mouth of the Deel River. I only wish that 
crossline-fishing were made illegal, as I am sure that five more crosslines will be 
added to the number already on the lough next fishing season. This day I asked 
the owner of one of the crosslines, who was selling his fish in town, what was his 
best day on the lough. I tremble to give his answer: ‘* Ninety-seyen good troutand 
two salmon!” {met the owner of another crossline, who also was'selling his fish 
in town. He told me he got 82s. for the trout he had, and sold them at 6d. per 1b., 
and killed them—all in one day, witha salmon to boot! Good-bye to the angling 
with rod and line on Lough Conn ; it’s done at least for some time-—FRANK HEARNS, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


OCuILFAIL Hormt, KtnMALrorp.—The various lochs in this district have been 
fished during the past week by visitors at this hotel with very successful results :— 
June 1—Messrs. J. S. Stewart and H. Kinderman, London and Bristol, 36 trout on 
Loch Pearson ; Dr, and C. F. Speer, London, 36 trout on Loch Avich. June 8—Dr. 
and C. F, Speer, 78 trout on Loch Driminin; Messrs. Stewart and Kinderman, 107 
trout on Loch Tralaig ; Mr. H. H. Morton, Liverpool, 13 trout on Loch Pearson. 
June 4—Messrs. Stewart and Kinderman, 24 trout on Loch Pearson; Dr. and C. F. 
Speer, 24 trout on Loch Tralaig; Mr. E. H. Morton, 51 trout on Loch Driminin. 
June 5—Dr. Speer, 48 trout on Pearson Burn; Messrs. Morton and Speer, 42 trout 
on Loch Pearson ; Messrs. Stewart and Kinderman, 45 trout on Driminin and Losken 
Beg; Mr. A. Cammell, London, 7 trout on Losken. June 6—Mr. A Cammell, 
40 trout on Loch Pearson; Dr. and C. F. Speer, 29 trout on Loch Avich: Mr. EH. H. 
and Mrs. Morton, 20 trout on Loch Driminin; Messrs. Stewart and Kinderman, 26 
trout on Loch Sereinge ; Messrs. Ewing and Pattison, Glasgow and London, 72 trout 
on Loch Tralaig. Total for the week, 688 trout, The weather has been very favour- 
able, and the trout taking well. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE—BALLATER).—Anglers are now having good sport, the 
river being in good condition. The fish are making their way for the higher reaches. 
A good many grilse are coming up. Monaltrie Water : Thomas Kinnaird, keeper, on 
Wednesday, June 3rd, one fish, 141b. ; Robert Clark, ghillie, Monday, 8th, two fish, 
84b., 7b. Cambus 0’ May Water: F. Gaskell, Hsq., on Saturday, 6th, four fish, 
-2141b., 1541b., 111b., and 91b. Crathie Glebe Water : Rey. A. A. Campbell, on Satur- 
day, 6th, one fish, 71b. Balmoral and Abergeldie : Gentlemen are haying yery good 
sport. Birk Hall Water : Lieut. Blackburn, 26th Cameronians, on Wednesday, 3rd, 
one grilse, 3lb., and on Saturday, 6th, one fish, 91b. Hotel Water : E. A. Clowes, Esq., 
on Wednesday, 3rd, one fish, 10lb., and on Thursday, 4th, two fish, 6lb., 93lb., on 
Friday, 5th, four fish, 101b., 841b., 81b., 741b., and one grilse of 41b., and on Saturday, 
6th, six fish, 91b., 941b., 821b., 91b., 621b., and 101b. ; on Monday, 8th, fiye fish, Slb., 
8lb., 101b., 6lb., 71b., and on Tuesday, 9th, five fish, 111b., 101b., 91b., 831b., 7$1b. ; W. 
Murdoch, Esq., on Saturday, 6th, one fish, 8lb., and on Monday, 8th, three fish, 11]b., 
Silb., 71b.; L.S. Howell, Esq., on Thursday, 4th, three fish, 8lb., 91b., 71b., and on 
Friday, 5th, two fish, 141b., 91b., and one grilse, 431b., on Saturday, 6th, one fish, 14]b., 
and one grilse, 41b., and on Monday, 8th, two fish, 91b., 8ilb., and one grilse 41b. The 
killing flies at present are Jock Scott, Jockie, Jeanie, Logie, Blue Charm, Sun Fly, 
Peacock, March Brown, Grey Heron, Silver Doctor, and Blue Doctor. Good prospects 
for the next few days. Hotel Water: L. 8. Howell, Esq., on Tuesday, 9th, four fish, 
8lb., 831b., 91b., 91b.—G, Smiru, Fishing-tackle Maker, Ballater. 


Drm (ABERDEENSHIRE). — Grilse are now coming on thick and fast. The 
past week showed the best takes at the river-netting stations that have yet been ob- 
tained this year. A very good average in weight the grilse would seem to be for 
this stage of the season. They are just as fine-made fish as we have ever seen got 
during June. The salmon are still putting in appearance, and the sea-trout seem 
rather plentiful. The grilse average would be about 341b., the salmon 1431b., and 
the sea-trout 1#lb. By the end of the month it is expected that the grilse will 
average nearly 1lb. more. Rod-fishing has been particularly good about Ballater 
and Braemar. We were told that J.C. Wordie, Esq., had forty fish last week on the 
Invercauld private water, near Braemar, and H. A. Clowes, Esq., and party had thirty 
fish—Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday—from the Hotel water at Ballater. The fish 
averaged 831b.—W. M. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE.—In this county we are having some questions that are creating 
a good deal of interest to fishers. Day fishing just now is not much indulged in, 
and as proprietors have restricted their permissions to day fishing only—or from 
sunrise to sunset—anglers are growling enormously. During last week over 100lb. 
of Curn trout have been exposed forsale in local fish shops, which there is not the 
slightest doubt have been shackled. In other words, anglers maintain that their 
exclusion from the waters after sunset gives the poacher enormous facilities, and 
they argue with much reason that the proprietors should throw open their waters. 
If this were done every sincere angler—every real true sportsman—ywwould consider 
himself a special river constable, with a noble mission. ‘Then the shackle net would 
be “smashed,” and it would not make such a clean sweep of the trout as has been 
the case during the present and subsequent seasons. I have no doubt anglers in 
other parts of the country experience the same difficulties as the Dumfriesians ; and 
it is to be hoped that proprietors will be more generally inclined to adopt the system 
in force on some parts of the Tweed, where the water is handed over to a responsible 
association, each member of which being a pledged enemy to the poacher. In the 
Annan and Nith there have been capital baskets, especially in the upper reaches, 
takes ranging up to about 101b. Mr. Scott, Lockerbie, hooked a fine sea trout the 
other day, He had some fine play, but after the fish was exhausted the hook 
gave way; at once Mr. Scott darted into the water and sent his prize spinning to 
the bank.—W., B, 

Spry.—Splendid rod-fishing on the Spey last week. It is continuing very 
good, and some heavy fish are being landed daily. 

SurR AND ITs TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—We have had a slight flood again this 
week ; not high, but deeply-coloured, just sufficient to bring up a good run of peal. 
Great numbers were observed leaping the mill-weirs at the old bridge on Sunday ; 
amongst them were noticed some fresh-run salmon. The river not being low, 
though flooded, and the weirs not being negotiable, except on Sunday, a great many 
of these remained in the waters below Clonmel, and were seen on the different stands 
“throwing themselves’’ each day since, The river will be fit for angling to-morrow 
if the weather holds firm, which is very likely, as the glass was rising yesterday and 
to-day. ‘The trout rose very short those few nights on account of the rising flood ; last 
night there was a better rise, but it ended with daylight, as there was a slight frost 
and heavy dew. The Green Drake is on the water, also the Angler’s“ Cuss” in great 
numbers.—RICHARD BRADFORD. 


Tay.—On Derculich water, two fish, 12}lb. and 13lb; on Findynate water, the 
keeper one of 301b. ; on Grandtully Castle water, two, 23lb. and 1641b.; on Cargill 
water, Mr. Stewart, two, 16lb. and 15lb. Tummel : Mr. Johnstone, four fish, 111b., 
111b., 1131b., and 1331b. Loch Rannoch: Mr. Greenwell, 12lb. ; General Buran, 101». ; 
Mr. Fergusson, 101b. Loch Leven: Capt. Pateson, 26 trout, 2331b.; Dr. Marshall, 
20 trout, 15lb.; Mr. Dudgeon, 23 trout, 191b.; Mr. Rutherford, 25 trout, 184Ih. ; 
McClay, 20 trout, 173lb.; Mr. Bawden, 31 trout, 2631b. ; Rev. Canon Paget, 24 trout, 
18i1b.; Dr, Fleming, 20 trout, 13lb.; Mr. Siveright, 22 trout, 14lb.; Mr. Buxton, 
24 trout, 18lb.; Mr. Martin, 18 trout, 18lb, Weather fine, river and loch in good 
ply.—P. D. MALLocH. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The usual weekly meeting was held last Tuesday evening, when the chair was 
occupied by the Rev, John Walker, M.A. The minutes having been duly read and 
confirmed, the acting secretary announced that Mr. Godwin had weighed in a very 
handsome trout, weighing 41b. 120z., taken in private water's. Some correspondence 
was read, bearing upon the subject of the acquisition of fisheries by the society. 
At the conclusion of the formal business, a smoking concert was held, when Mr. 
Cox, as usual, ably assisted as accompanist. Amongst’ the vocalists we might 
specially mention Messrs. Cartwright, Lake, Wheeldon, Meadmore, and Lowerbutts ; 
Mr. Romaine Walker delighting his audience by some of his well-known recitations. 
The proceedings concluded in the customary manner,—Pro H, 








CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The monthly delegate meeting will take place at the Foresters’ Hall on Monday 
next, June 15th, at 8.30 p.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 10s. 6d., 
annual subscription from H. Brookwell (Good Intent Angling Society) ; £1 5s., 
from the donation box of the Stoke Newington Angling Society, and 5s. annual 
subscription from the Carlisle Angling Society —R. GHURNEY, sec. 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The opening match of the season of the above club will take place on 21st June, 
for three prizes ; go where you please, at Chertsey.—D. DAVIS, sec, 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner will take place on July 5th, at Mr. T. Coomes’, the Five Horse- 
shoes, Hoddesdon, Herts. The new privilege tickets are now ready, and members 
will greatly oblige by sending in their names as early as possible. The old ones will 
be of no use after June 15th.— J. WORLEDGE, sec. 





BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday, the 3rd 
inst., when the prize list for the ensuing season was arranged. Iam pleased to say 
that we have more prizes to fish for this year than at any other period of the society's 
existence. Several of our members have been out trouting ; but Mr. Jamieson has 
made the top score, he having taken 11 weighable fish since the opening of the season 
from the river Lea. His last fish was not the least, as it weighed 41b. 7oz., and was 
a handsome specimen.—C, B. 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I wish to call our members attention to the size of fish weighable into the club : 
—Jack, 18in.; barbel, 13in.; chub, 10in.; carp, 10in. ; tench, 10in.; bream, 1lin. ; 
roach, 8in.; perch, 8in.; dace, Gin.; rudd, 6in.; and trout not under one pound . 
Also that no weight of fish be registered into the club under one pound in weight. 
except in specimen, and an extension of time for weighing in.—O. EH. M. 

P.S.—The privilege tickets are just to hand, and all members will oblige by 
attending on Wednesday, the 17th inst. 


CHERTSHY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

A special meeting was held at the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, on Thursday evening 
in last week, for the purpose of deciding on the rules to be adopted for the govern- 
ment of the society. Mr. T. Spreckley presided, and Mr. W. H. Brougham was also 
present. A very excellent code of rules was unanimously agreed upon, one being 
that all competitions should be for specimen fish. Several new members were pro- 
posed, and a satisfactory meeting terminated in hearty votes of thanks to Mr, 
Spreckley and Mr. Brougham, 


THE CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in the 
chair, The minutes of the preceding meeting were signed, and routine business 
completed. No catches worth reporting were announced. Mr. H. G. Read had some 
good sport with the trout at Great Marlow, the largest scaling within 30z. of 51b. 
Mr. Read was broken away twice with heavy jack ; once when spinning with a 
natural gudgeon, and once witha Phantom ; in this latter case the jack, which Mr. 
Read estimated at quite 12lb., bit clean though two strands of stout gut. We are 
all in mourning for our poor river ; that arch fiend, Pollution, is again active, and 
thousands upon thousands of fish, many of such proportions as to earn the word 
“specimen,” are to be seen in the waters from Tottenham onwards to the Thames. 
It seems marvellous to me that,in face of the enormous influence that has been 
brought to bear against the polluters, I mean the Tottenham Local Board, that they 
should still be able to laugh at Parliamentary injunctions and go on with their death 
disseminating works. The plain fact is that the bed of our river is now thoroughly 
rotten, and it will not come into a good condition again, even after the pollution 
ceases, for a year or more. There are crecks and lay-bys that a heavy push of water 
will not affect, and from them will, for a long time, ooze portions of their poisoned 
contents. My friend, Mr. Tibbatts, tells me that on Sunday last at Spring Hill 
Bridge, within a hundred yards, he counted upwards of four hundred fish of all sorts 
and sizes dead, upon the top of the water. Our excellent bailiff, T. Verdon, has 
most energetically tried to rescue shoals of fish, stupefied but not quite poisoned, and 
he has been successful in so doing to hundreds of fish of all descriptions. He 
graphically describes his primitive process thus: “I watch, and when I see a 
few fish coming to the top almost insensible, I catches ’em in a_ pail, 
and takes ’°em up to the copper mill stream; they soon comes too, and heads 
right away from the main river up the Copper mill. I have seen jack 
of 101b. and upwards poisoned outside of my house, and tons of fish have been poisoned 
within the last few weeks.’ Tam thankful to say that our river above Tottenham 
Lock is still pure as nature made it: it teems with fish of all sorts and sizes, and 
uninterruptedly for upwards of 30 miles does it wend its way through scenery of 
the pleasantest character. Our scheme for re-stocking must necessarily be in these 
upper waters, and only on the return of something like purity will our efforts be 
devoted to the Lea from Tottenham downwards to the Thames. My own great wish is 
to see all parts of the Lea beautiful and available for the pleasures attendant on 
angling, rowing, swimming, &c. ; 20 the lower portion is simply a plague-haunted, 
foul, noisome, feetid mass of liquid, giving off abominable deadly gases, poisoning 
the inhaler, and rendering the beholder sick. Our annual dinner is fixed for Wed- 
nesday, the Ist July. We shall have a capital spread, a good entertainment, and I 
will promise a very jolly company to spend an enjoyable evening. Menu as at our 
inaugural dinner last year (which reflected so much credit on to our host). Tickets the 
same—viz., 3s. 6d. It will be a convenience to myself, and more especially to our 
worthy landlord, to know as early as possible those members and friends who intend 
to honour us with their attendance. Kindly, therefore, as early as possible before 
the 1st, write to Mr. Binks, or to me—HENRY HOWSE. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A meeting of this society was held at the Duke’s Head, Hotel Quay, on the evening 
of Monday, the 8th inst. Dr, Mitchell presided; Mr. T. Freeman occupied the vice- 
chair, Arrangements for the management of the first competition for the season 
were made, and as five prizes are to be fished for, it is hoped that a large and repre- 
sentative gathering will assemble. The match, which on this occasion will be an 
open one, is to be fished in Fritton Decoy, on Tuesday, the 23rd inst. ; fishing to com- 
mence at 9.30 a.m. Boats must meet to weigh in on the landing slip at 5o’clock 
p.m. One rodand line only are allowable. Bait to be worms, gentles, or paste. No 
artificial means for attracting the fish, such as the use of scented bait, allowed. This 
rule will be strictly enforced, and any competitor breaking it will be disqualified. The 
prizes consist of—lst, Cup, presented by the president (Dr. Mitchell) ; 2nd, To value 
of £1, presented out of the funds of the society ; 3rd, To value of 10s., presented by 
Captain Styles ; 4th, To value of 10s., presented by Messrs. Bonfellow and Lee; 5th, 
To value of 10s., presented by Messrs. Robinson and Easter. Messrs. Lee and Lowne 
were instructed to draw out a card, containing all particulars in connection with 
the society, when finished copies of those cards will be displayed at the various 
fishing and railway stations. Fishing reports are all very satisfactory this week : 
many excellent catches have been recorded. The largest was that reported by Messrs. 
Freeman and Brasnett—viz., 961b. bream, caught in Fritton Decoy. Largest fish, 
scaled 3lb, 60z. Several others weighed close upon 3lb,—A. M, 
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EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society fish for special prizes on June 21st. All members are respect- 
fully requested to balance their accounts, and if intending to fish on that day for 
the above, to meet at Angle-road station by the 8 o'clock train. Members are also 
requested to be present at the club-room on the Wednesday following, to consider 
whether we shall have our annual dinner.—F. A. GRAY, sec. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting held on the 9th, Mr. Bigsby presided, assisted by Mr. Crow. A 
discussion arose in reference to the number of prizes that should be given by the 
society and the number of society’s prizes a member could take. Mr. Lawford read 
an account of the income -and expenditure of the society for a year of forty mem- 
bers, and laid down a plan whereby after paying the working expenses and a 
supper for forty members, sufficient funds would be left in hand to pay all 
prizes offered by the society. This was afterwards put as a proposition and 
carried, and instruction that a copy of the paper be posted in the clubroom for 
the benefit of absent members. The annual supper will take place on June 23rd 
at Mr. Lerner’s, York Minster, Foley-street, Portland-road, W.C. Among the names 
of the Sunday winners during the past season I observe Mr. J. Green Ist, Mr. 
R. Chapman 2nd, Mr. J. Roach 3rd, Mr. T. Bigsby 4th, Mr. J. Stanton 5th, Mr. 
Whitehead 6th, and Mr. G. Henrie 7th. There are about twenty other names 
down, and I hope they will excuse my putting in, as my time is rather short, 
and I have a long way to travel. The first five names down of the Tuesday 
competitors are Mr. T, Bigsby Ist, Mr. J. J. Jones 2nd, Mr. Stoner 3rd, Mr. Chapman 
4th, and our old and esteemed friend, Mr. J. Green 5th.—PIxIkE. 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The third annual meeting of the above society was held on the 4th inst., a good 
attendance of members being present, and about twelve members of the Anchor 
and Hope Angling Society honoured the Grange with a visit. Mr. Hunt, the 
treasurer (in the absence of the president, Mr. Hosken, who is very ill), was voted in 
the chair. After the usual business had been disposed of, and an honorary, also an 
active, member duly elected, the secretary read the report and balance-sheet for the 
past year, which showed that after paying all expenses, and expending a sum of 
money for prizes, there was a balance in the treasurer’s hands of £4 15s: 84d., 
which, together with the increased assets, found the society £9 18s. 9d. in advance 
of 1883 and 1884. During the course of the year, ten honorary and seven active 
members had been enrolled, and the fish weighed in showed an increase in number 
of 398, and in weight of 83lb. 15;0z. In addition to the prizes given by the society, 
the list had been supplemented by several handsome presents from Messrs. Hosken, 
Varney, Hunt, J. H. and W. Rich, 8. and J. Jones, Calwell, Gibbons, Hockley, Cox, 
Sherval, Roxbury, Brook, Ryder, and Tagg. The chairman having congratulated 
the members on the steady progress the society had made, the election of officers 
and committee for the ensuing year was then proceeded with, and resulted in the 
return of the gentlemen who had served the last twelve months—viz., president, 
Mr. W. R. Hosken ; vice-presidents, Messrs. J. Varney and G. Smith; treasurer, 
Mr. W. Hunt; hon. secretary, Mr. W. Kayes ; committee, Messrs. G. Gibbons, J. H. 
Rich, W. Rich, J. Aldous, F, W. Croker, C. Colwell, R. Kimber, and G. Tagg. A vote 
of thanks was given to the officers and committeefor past services, which was duly 
acknowledged. The club and season prizes were then handed the successful members 
—viz., Messrs. J. H. Rich, 8. Jones, J. Haigh, J. Fowler, H. Cooper, G. Gibbons, J. 
Wand, W. Rich, and W. Kayes. A vote of thanks was given to the visiting members 
of the Anchor and Hope Angling Society, which was responded to by Mr. Davis, the 
secretary. After several songs had been sung, the meeting closed with a vote of 
thanks to the chairman.—W. K. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Tuesday was numerously attended ; Captain Blake, chair : Captain 
Stiles, vice. The business chiefly related to the opening match on Tuesday, the 
16th inst., at Fritton, when it is hoped that some members from town will take 
part, If not in that, perhaps in the challenge contest for a handsome cup, which 
will be open to anglers from Beccles, Lowestoft, and Norwich societies, and, of 
course, Yarmouth, having originated from the Piscatorial Society. A most 
encouraging letter was read by the secretary from P. Geen, Esq., President of the Amal- 
gamated London Association, whose services in anglers’ cause are well known 
by many of the members of the Yarmouth Piscatorials. Mr. Lamb called attention 
to the regatta at Potter Heigham, annually formed by Mr. Laws, of the Waterman's 
Arms, member of the society, and a small donation was speedily collected to assist 
him in his expenses on the occasion. On the secretary being asked if he saw a letter 
relating to the Freshwater Fishery Act being wanted to apply partially to some 
waters and leaving others out, he at once informed the meeting that the Act should 
apply to Norfolk and Suffolk throughout, or else not at all. It was only a riparian 
scheme, and if fish were exposed for sale or found in possession of a poacher it might 
be a very difficult matter to know if they had been caught, say, at Hickling Broad, 
or in the river at Acle, or Wroxham Broad, or at Thurne Mouth. If a person was 
found with a pheasant, seagull, or snipe, it did not matter where it was got—the law 
was the same. Then why try such piecemeal law for class purposes when the water 
runs as free as the air? No doubt the secretary would make enemies with some in 
being so plain ; but the law should be equal, or no law at all. It was mean, despicable, 
and paltry gain that made some net fish for Nottingham, Birmingham, and Man- 
chester, and then wanted the law to stop the fair angler in the river at the same 
time. And all under the cloak of good and just laws. Let those that want the Act 
have it once and for all, and let us be ona par with adjoining counties. Memo.— 
The places named are directly connected with tidal rivers where there is free 
migration of fish when the eel sets are not in use.—W. B. 


GUILDFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society washeld on Thursday week at the Cannon Hotel, 
Portsmonth-road, Guildford, when there was a crowded attendance, amongst the 
business being the appointment of officers for the ensuing year. The balance-sheet, 
which showed a fair sum in hand after payment of expenses, was presented by the 
auditors (Messrs. H. Harris and W. J. Mills), and was adopted. The secretary 
submitted the report, which will be read at the annual dinner to be held on Thursday 
next. Lord Onslow was re-elected president, and several gentlemen’s names were men- 
tioned as vice-presidents. Mr. H, Hotton-Sturgess was re-appointed chairman ; Mr. 
C. H. Buckland, honorary secretary ; Mr. A. Harris, vice-chairman; and the Capital 
and Counties Banking Company were appointed treasurers. The following were ap- 
pointed as the committee to see to the final arrangements for the dinner, at which Mr. 
H. Cox, of Boxgrove, will preside :—Messrs. Sturgess, Buckland, H. Harris, E. J. 
Stephens, and W. Jelly. The society is in a very prosperous condition and bids fair 
to have a successful season. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next return visit of angling societies’ on the No. 1 list will take place at the 
Dolphin, Church-street, Shoreditch, on Tuesday evening, the 16th inst., when the 
pleasure of your company and as many of your members as can make it convenient 
to attend will oblige.—C. J. Minin, sec. 

Wee IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
_ The distribution of annual and special prizes took place on Wednesday, the 10th 
inst. Mr. T. Goodwins presided. The president presented each winner with the 
prizes they had won, and praised them for their perseverance during the past season, 
which he afterwards remarked had been a very trying one, and hoped that now they 
had such great concessions from the different railway companies, their efforts would 
be crowned with success during the ensuing season. The secretary announced that 
fifty prizes had beey given to commence the season with, after which the members 
went in for harmony, and some capital songs were sung by Messrs. W, FE. Wilkinson, 








G. Manning, J. Barnes, H. Butt, J. Wyatt, R. Perrin, G. Riches, and others. There 
were various toasts drunk, the most prominent being “The London Anglers’ Associa- 
tion,” coupled with the name of Philip Geen, Esq., the president, whose name was 
greeted with cheers, showing how much the members appreciate what he has done 
for the London anglers. Mr. R.Ghurney’s (the general secretary) name was also in- 
cluded with the above toast, and greeted with the same mark of approbation. Mr. 
G. Manning spoke a few words on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and 
said how sorry he was to find the London anglers did not give it the support it de- 
served. “ The healths of the Chairman and Secretary” were drunk which brought a. 
very pleasant evening to a close. Messrs. A. Bass and H. Butt will each give a prize, 
value 10s. 6d., for the two heaviest weights of any kind taken on June 21, all kinds 
weigh ; competitors to choose their own fishing water. 
the morning of the competition.—H. B. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An Eastern District visit was paid the above society on Monday, the 8th, and was 
fairly attended, but not so well as is the rule with the visits on this list, in conse- 
quence of the very bad weather, so I wish to return thanks to those clubs that were 
present. The chair was very ably occupied by Mr. W. Stevens, secretary of the St. 
John’s, faced by Mr. Sheen, of the Lincoln. Mr. Stevens having sang the first song, 
he was quickly followed by Mr. Sheen and Mr. Pearce, when the Brothers Brown, 
of the Globe Angling Society, arrived, and gave us some very nice selections on their 
concertinas. Mr. Neal, secretary of the Eustonians, then sang a very nice song, fol- 
lowed by Mr, Thorling and Mr. Gamerick. Then Mr. Moor, of the Eustonian 
Angling Society, was announced for his favourite reading, “The Quack Doctor,” 
which he gave in his usual funny manner, and was greatly appreciated by the com- 
pany. Then Mr. Clark, of the Independent Brothers, sang, followed by Mr. 
Chambers with a very nice performance with the Indian clubs. Mr. Moor then 
sang, followed by Mr. Chambers with “ Benjamin Binns.” Mr. C. Watling sang 
“The Sea King” very nicely, which brought to a close a too-short evening. When 
the role was called the following clubs responded :—City of London, Crown and 
Buckland, Eustonian, Great Northern Brothers, Lincoln, Little Independent, Globe, 
Metropolitan, St. John’s, Fitzroy, Odds and Evens, and Independent Brothers. The 
next visit on this list will go to the Little Innependent. In the course of the 
evening Mr. Thorling tried to show the company how very misleading a certain cir- 
cular that is being sent round to the clubs was, which caused some sharp, though 
perhaps useful, discussion between Messrs. C. Watling, Castell, and others.—F. 
THORLING. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

At our meeting last week, which was well attended, it was decided to have the 
opening competition in the river Severn at Shrewsbury, on Thursday, the 16th 
inst., starting overnight, so as to give a full day’s fishing. Circulars with fall par- 
ticulars will be duly sent to members, as usual. We shall, as before, have the saloon 
carriage each way, which will be pleasant, as previous journies have proved.—R. 
WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


NORTH EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Members are earnestly requested to attend on Thursday, the 18th inst., it being 
the annual quarter night on business of importance in'connection with the society ; 
there are also five or six new members to be balloted for.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 


PHG@INIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On June 21st we fish for three prizes at Dagenham Lake, A three-horse covered 
van will start from our Club-house every Saturday night, at eleven o'clock sharp, 
when any friend or brother angler, wishing, can accompany us. The fare will be 
2s. 9d., including fishing. All members are requested to attend on Tuesday 
evening next, as prize list, privilege tickets, &c., are all ready. W, HLBOURN, Sec. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. ; 

The above society held their usual weekly meeting at the Mona Hotel, Covent 
garden, on which occasion there was an average attendance, including Messrs. F. 
Lemann, T. Huggett, W. M. Jesse, H. Harden, E. Foreman, E. Bennett, E. Walker, 
H. H. Brown, J. L. Meyer, H. Gray, Jas. Lander, &c. Mr. W. J. Donbavand was 
elected chairman, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been con- 
firmed, he drew the attention of those present to the issue of the society’s yearly 
book, which, in addition to the usual information regarding the prizes, weights of 
fish. &c., contained this year, for the first time, a list of the society’s pictures, and 
the contents of the museum and library. The chairman congratulated the society 
on the great increase in the number of members last year, and also said that he was 
glad to see that they still maintained a very high standard for weighable fish, and 
one that was considerably higher than the Thames’ by-laws. The monetary value 
of the prizes for the ensuing season amounted to £93 18s. 6d., and included the pre- 
sident’s challenge vase and two silver cups presented for specimen fish and not gross 
weight. The competitions have all been brought up to £5 5s. ; in some cases, as in 
the Shentonian pike competition, this amount has been exceeded. The piscatorial 
results of. the week were considerably improved by the arrival of Dr. Brunton with 
a capital show of trout from a tributary of the Lea, caught, of course, 
with artificial fly, and landed in the doctor's usual style—with his hands. 
The tray consisted of five fish, weighing 9%1b., the largest being 3lb. 30z., 
and Dr. Brunton explained that although the early part of the day was unsuitable 
for fly-fishing, he obtained capital sport, and had he continued fishing he would have 
doubtless doubled his basket ; but as he was an angler, and not a pot-hunter, he 
discontinued fishing at an early hour, and contented himself, in the true Waltonian 
fashion, of reading and assisting a friend who accompanied him. Mr. R. Booker 
had been to the Lambourne, and obtained a fair basket of trout with the May Fly. 
Mr. T. Huggett’s show was the result of a visit to a new water, and he gave an 
amusing account of his adventures ; but, at the same time, his remarks contained 
much information which will prove useful to others should they visit the same 
stream. Mr. Huggett was sorry to announce that his friend Mr, W. J. Wilkinson 
had been compelled to resign, owing to ill-health, and on the motion of Mr. H. 
Walker, the hon. sec. was requested to write to Mr. Wilkinson, and express the re- 
gret felt by the members of this society on hearing of his resignation. The chairman 
proposed “ The continued prosperity of the Piscatorial Society,’ which being duly 
honoured, the proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. B. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Wednesday evening at the 
Station Hotel, Mr. H. B. Terrill presiding, and Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. There was only a 
small attendance in consequence of its being Derby Day, but the members present 
were very much pleased with a fine trout, exhibited by Mr. H. Dickinson, who had 
captured the same at Kingston only two hours previously, scaling 53lb. Mr. Bond, of 
Kingston, also registered a trout 34lb., and Mr. R. F. Mayhew crowned his success 
this season by adding another fine trout to his list, scaling over 8lb. The summer 
dinner was arranged to take place at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, on Tuesday, 
the 14th July, also a competition for the same day, the terms and conditions to be 
arranged in committee. 








RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

At the meeting held on the 10th inst. it was decided that a competition shall taka 
place on June 21st, for a series of prizes given by Messrs. C. G. Pocock and R., 
Chantry, The where and how to be decided at our next meeting. Mr. J. Smith was 
proposed as a member, to be elected on Wednesday next, Members interested please 
attend, as this will be grace night,—PIXIR. 


None to leave London before | 
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PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING CLUB (DERBY). 

The fortnightly meeting of this society was held on Monday last at the Old 
English Gentleman Inn; Mr. J. Cadman in the chair. About 50 members were 
present. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The Rev. 
F. Keith Douglas, B.A., and Edward Bemrose, Esq., were accepted as vice-presidents. 
Messrs. Barber, Coles, H. Gregory, and G. Knifton were balloted for and duly 
elected, The following (11) persons were proposed and seconded, and in accordance 
with rule they will come forward for election at our next meeting :—Messrs. E. 
Osborne, Davenport, Rigby, Pimlev, Burgess, J. Abbott, Thos. Gutteridge, A. Wood- 
ward, W. Hillard, Draper, and W. Leach. The question of taking the Wilne waters 
was discussed, and the chairman stated the matter would, no doubt, be satisfactorily 
settled in the course of a few days, The new rules (a copy of which I inclose you) 
were read over by the secretary, and duly passed. The secretary stated that 10s. 6d. 
had been received from Mr, H. Offiler as an honorary member, and a vote of thanks 
to that gentleman was unanimously given. Several other matters were dealt with. 
The society is now in a very flourishing condition, there being no less than 110 
members on the books,—T, WHYMAN, hon, sec. 


SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The half-yearly meeting of the Sheffield Anglers’ Association was held the other 
evening at the Crown Inn, Scotland-street. The association was organised in 1869, 
and now comprises about 150 clubs and 4,000 members. It has had a prosperous 
career, the balance in hand being now over £106. The meeting was well attended, 
the president (Mr. C. Styring) occupying the chair. Amongst those present were 
Mr. J. Pashley (vice-president), Mr. T. Walker (secretary), and Messrs. Leonard, G. 
Swinden, J. Sanderson, J. Allott, W. Pashley, E. Ridge, and T, Shipley. 
A letter was read from Mr, Allcock to the effect that there was some good bream 
and roach-fishing in the neighbourhood of Keyworth. It wasa convenient distance 
from Sheffield and good accommodation could be obtained. A resolution expressing 
satisfaction at the number of new waters obtained for the use of the members of the 
association during the ensuing season was proposed by Mr. Selwood, seconded by 
Mz. R. Riley, and carried unanimously. The secretary stated, with respect to the 
new by-laws, framed by the conservators of the Trent river, that he had 
received a letter of an encouraging character from Colonel G. M. Hutton, to the 
etfect that as soon as the by-laws were sanctioned by the Home Office copies should 
be sent to the Sheffield Association. He (the secretary) had seen a copy, and was 
happy to say that the by-laws were of an exceedingly satisfactory character. 
Col. Hutton also stated in his letter that -he felt great interest in the 
cultivation and preservation of fish, and it gave him much pleasure to see so many 
people in large towns devoting their leisure hours to that fascinating, and certainly 
most innocent of sports—angling. A long discussion then took place as to the 
amount that should be put by for the expenses and prizes at the annual fishing 
match, which has generally been £31. It was by a large majority decided that it 
would be best to remain at the original sum. The annual match was fixed to be 
fished on September 28 at Saxilby. Next Wednesday and the three following days 
were fixed for the issue of tickets of membership in the association, The meeting 
then concluded. 


SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fifteenth annual supper of this well-known society was held at their club- 
room, 235, Camberwell-road, on Thursday evening last, the 4th inst. Mr. Morris, 
the landlord and treasurer, provided an excellent supper, to which all seemed to do 
justice. Mr. Buck occupied the chair, and Mr. Field the vice-chair. It may interest 
the clubs generally on both sides of the water to know that the members weighed 
in between them no less than 820lb. of fish, and considering that most of them 
only fish one day a week, the same must be accounted exceedingly satisfac- 
tory. The society numbers twenty-six full members, six honorary members, and 
about twenty members who, on payment of 2s. 6d., are entitled to come into the 
room, but have no voice in its management. The society is very sound and well 
managed, and although not carrying forward a large balance, has been most liberal 
in giving prizes. During the evening no less than fifty-six prizes were distributed, 
amounting to £28 13s, 6d. ; the chairman seemed to sit before a perfect sea of gold 
and silver. After the distribution of prizes, the chairman was successful in 
obtaining a most satisfactory list for the new season, Mr. Field, in responding for 


‘the Anglers’ Association, reported that very much was being done. and would be 


done, for the interest of anglers in obtaining new waters and privileges on the 
different railways. The chairman (Mr. Buck), a veteran angler, was in high jinks 
at the fine way in which all things had gone on during the evening. The following, 
amongst others, contributed to the evening’s enjoyment :—Messrs. Buck, Fudge, 
Leveridge, Head, Mitchell, Bate, and Sargeant. Parting came at last, and that at 
daylight.—J. KIRWAN, sec, 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

A return visit of the above was paid to the Original Anglers’ Pride at the Five 
Bells, Bermondsey-square, on June 8th. In spiteof the weather, repairing of tackle, 
and various supper nights, there was a very good muster, and a pleasant evening 
was passed, Mr. T, Evans presided, assisted by Mr. Brown, of the Kenningtonians, 
Mr, Secretary Berman commenced the amusement of the evening with “A Trip to 
Rye House,” accompanied on the violin by Host Fiddes and Mr. T. Evans, jun., on 
the piano, Mr. G, Watkins, P.B., gave “ Dorkin’s Night”; Mr. Ryle, ‘“ Powder 
Monkey ” ; Mr. Shaw, “ Poor Eliza.” That well-known “Sinbad,” of the Peckham 
Brothers, caused roars of laughter with his “‘ Nursery Rhymes,” and his encore song, 
“Old England and the New,” was very good. Mr. J. Stidolph gave “ How to Kiss 
a Pretty Girl.”” I do not think there were many in the room that wanted teaching 
in that line; but it was very amusing. Mr. Allen then called the roll, and the 
following responded :—Bermondsey Brothers, Rodney, Peckham Brothers, United 
Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Kenningtonians, and Original Anglers’ Pride. The Peck- 
ham Perseverance were not represented. The next return visit will go to the 
Kenningtonians, the date of which will be given shortly. Mr. Allen then spoke 
about the Horley competition, and he hoped that all members of the Unity would 
assist the officers on this occasion, He had no doubt they would when he informed 
them that, by the appeal of the officers to the Anglers’ Association, they had suc- 
ceeded in being allowed to use the new privilege ticket of the Brighton and South 
Coast Railway at New Cross, Peckham Rye, Clapham Junction, Penge, or Croydon, 
if it was wanted. “Iam sorry I cannot stop any longer with you to-night ; but 1 
must get back to the Alscot Arms and finish my supper, soa pleasant evening to 
ali; do not forget the Horley competition on the 28th.” Myr. Brown, Kenning- 
tonians, next spoke about the netting of the Arun at Amberley by Mr. Slaughter, 
and the using of the freshwater fish for manure, and what should be done to prevent 
it. A few more songs and selections from different masters by Mr. Fiddes and Mr. 
Ryans, on the violin and piano, brought the meeting to a close.—PIXIR. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This club brought the season to a successful termination by the celebration of 
their annual dinner, which took place at the club house on the 9th inst. Mr, Godfrey, 
the host, catering in his well known liberal manner, gave every satisfaction to those 
present, a very pleasant evening being spent, not the least feature being the handing 
over to Mr, R, Ghurney the contents of the Anglers’ Benevolent Box, who, in his reply, 
gave the company some yery interesting intormation with regard to the future 
stocking of the river Lea. The remainder of the evening being devoted to harmony, 
Messrs. Brooks, Webb, Wilkinson, Walker, Barrett, Martin, Millington, Sellars, and 
others contributing largely to the success of the gathering. I may say that 24 sat 
down to table, and 17 special prizes were given for the ensuing season. The prizes 
for the past season were presented on the second inst., Mr. C, F. Robinson taking 
seven ; Mr. Webb, five; Mr. Harris, four; Messrs. Watkins, W. Robinson, and C, 
Martin, two each ; and Messrs. Millington and Gretton one each.—T. GRETTON, sec, 





WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

The principal business of the evening in reference to this society regarding the 
members was the competion of June 18th, which very soon decided by members 
being allowed to go and fish where and how they liked, all fish to weigh according 
to club rules. The smoking concert on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent, consider- 
img 1t was the first of the sort held at this end of the town, turned out pretty fair, 
thanks to the energy of Mr. W. Page and Co. The harmony commenced with Mr. 
A. Smith singing “ The Four Jolly Smiths,” Mr. Baldwin “The Old Brigade,” Mr. 
Duval “Once Again,” Mr. W. Page (by request) a recitation of Mr. G. Sims’s “Sal 
Grogean,” Mr, A. Smith “The Powder Monkey,” Mr. Reid, P.B., “ The Stowaway,” 
Mr. Bale caused much amusement with his “Take it Easy, John.” Mr. A. Brodie 
sang an extempore song fitted for the occasion in reference to the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Fund, after which the box was passed round, and I am happy to say we 
realised £1 7s, 73d. Messrs. Beckett and Hibble recited “The Quarrel Scene between 
Cassius and Brutus,” and the passion displayed called forth great applause. Mr, 
Duralft sang “Good Bye, Sweetheart, Good Bye” in such a manner as to fairly 
change the excitement caused by the two previous gentlemen. Mr. Luff sang a 
pretty worded song, “Some Twenty Years Ago,’ Mr. Broadway “The Bugler,” Mr. 
Brewer, “I don’t care if I do,” Mr. Printing gave a recitation of the old and new 
notation of “The House that Jack Built,’ Mr. Bignell sang “'The Dotlet of my 
Hye.” Several other gentlemen obliged, but “ The Penalty of the Valley” had been 
paid, anda hearty vote of thanks to the chairman and Mr. W. Page brought the 
amusement of the evening to a close, Trusting that this may not be the last con- 
cert on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent I may have the pleasure of attending at 
this end of the town is the sincere wish of —P1x1B, 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The smoking concert announced by this society came off on Tuesday evening last, 
9th inst., at the Pelican Hotel, All Saint’s-road, W., and must be pronounced a 
decided success. Mr. George Evans occupied the chair, most ably assisted by Mr. 
Reynolds (Hammersmith Club) in the vice-chair. A capital programme was got 
through, the chairman commencing with “The Little Hero,” Mr. Reynolds in turn 
singing “ The Outpost.” Further songs in quick succession were rendered by Messrs. 
Newell, Pink, H. Hulbert (“ Up went the Price”), Everson, Julien, Penny, Hobden, 
French, Young, and Oatley. Mr. W. F. Moss gave a couple of comic songs in his 
best style, Mr. Goddard gaining great applause by singing “Shipwrecked,” “The 
“rave Sentinel,” and “ Ever Dear” ; as also did Mr. Bradford, with “ I am Waiting ” 
und “Once Again.” It is only fair to say that the piano could not have been in 
better hands than Mr, Gibson’s, and of the numerous company present not one could 
say he had not passed a pleasant hour or so. During the evening Mr. Buttery was 
the recipient of a handsome silver goblet won by him during last season, a gift from 
Mr. Harrison, for which Mr. Buttery, in a few words, returned thanks. The other 
prizes are in the hands of the secretary, and will be given out at the next meeting 
night, Tuesday, June 16th. 
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BASS FISHING, 


THE glorious sport of salmon fishing is familiar with every one by hearsay ; but 
it is unfortunately very few of us who have purses long enough to enjoy the most 
expensive of all angling pursuits. Nevertheless, there isa fish but little known to 
Cockney anglers that is no bad imitation of the king of fishes as regards the “ play” 
he gives, or the excitement attending his capture, and common enough round the 
English coasts in the sammer months, but especially so in the leafy month of June. 
I allude to the bass, a fine, handsome fish, running up to 201b. and more, though - 
more often caught of the weight of 10lb. or under. ‘There are many modes of bass 
fishing. On the Devonshire coasts they pursue him from boats, and use whippling 
lines as they do for pollack and mackerel. Sometimes when a shoal of bass is seen 
playing on the surface, the boat makes for the shoal, when, fora short time, rare 
sport may be had either by towing a line astern, or by using a short bamboo rod and 
red and white flies. ; 

But the best fun with the bass is to be had on the Welsh rivers, in the estuaries 
where they flow into the sea, and from the seaweed-covered rocks that jut into the 
streaminsuchsituations. Aberdovey,at the mouthof the river Dovey, in Merioneth- 
shire, North Wales, isa famous place for this diversion, and I may say that, although I 
have enjoyed very fair salmon fishing on an Ivish river, I have had more real sport 
in the Dovey—and for nothing—when the bass were around, than ever I had on the 
very uncertain river in question. The beauty of bass fishing is, that when the fish 
are on the feed—and they are always hungry for an hour or two during the ebb and 
flow of the tide—they may be caught in numbers. 

But then you must have the proper bait. It is little use—as {f learnt to my cost 
—to fall a victim oneself to the gaudy lures of the fishing-tackle manufacturers, and 
to purchase all sorts of gaudy flies, «littering spinners, and fancy little metal fishes 
wherewith to delude the scornful bass, The fish will only—as one may perceive in 
very clear water—turn up his nose at them, givea whirl of his tail, and go off, I 
dare be sworn, with a grunt of piscine dissatisfaction. Nor is fine tackle at all a 
necessity of success. I spent a small fortune on salmon gut and plaited traces before 
I found out that the bass cared nothing for these things. In his tastes he is as un- 
awthetic as the pike, and provided only that the dish at the end of the line is to 
his taste, he is quite contented with the strong and economical gimp that serves 
equally well for our freshwater sharks. 

Now there is one bait, not generally known, that is as attractive to the bass as is 
salmon roe to the trout, or a slice of his own species to to the mackerel. This is the 
soft crab, that is to be found—with some trouble, alas !—among the seaweed at low- 
waterinthesummermonths. A bassisasfondofsoftcrabasan Americanis of terrapin, 
and he spends the most of his time, at high water, grubbing among the seaweed— 
which is then covered—for his favourite dainty. Unfortunately it ismuch easier to 
catch the fish than the bait, though once you have a dozen or so of soft crabs in your 
bait can, you may be pretty certain of getting, say, half that number of bass. 5 

Small boys, I have found—at least in Wales—are not to be beguiled by sixpences 
into saving the fishermen the trouble of collecting soft crabs for himself, so there is 
nothing for it but to tuck up one’s trousers, take a gaff pole in one’s hand, and start 
off at low-water for the search, hopeful that by the time the tide ‘*makes” again, a 
sufficient number of soft crabs may be captured to serve for the sport of the remain- 
der of theday. I had to serve a tedious apprenticeship in bass fishing before I dis- ° 
covered the soft crab, The local fishermen know the bait well enough, but are chary 
of imparting their knowledge to others. They will—if detected in the act—even go 
the lengths of pretending they are fishing with the commoncrab, so plentiful on the 
shore, though it is almost needless to say that.no bass will look at that creature, and 
for the very good reason that he has nothing on his bones. The soft crab, on the 
contrary, is fleshy and juicy, and a bonne bouche in every sense of the word to the 
denizens of the deep. It is, in effect, the female crab in the breeding season, and it 
is amusing sometimes to see the rage and show of fight with which the male crab 
resents the capture of his unfortunate better-half, soon to be turned into food for 
fishes. Having caught your crabs, the next thing is to know what to do with them, 

The tackle is important, for it would be little use to throw an ordinary line with 
a crab at the end of it into a tidway rushing several miles an hour, The bait would 
not sink, and, moreover, it would soon be snatched off by the flukes or flounders that 
haunt the same localities as bass do. Every fisherman has his own favourite tackle, 
but, for my part, I use a gimp “ Paternoster” about five feet long, weighted with an 
ordinary musket bullet, and having three sea-trout hooks sticking outat right , 
angles from the main trace—“ Paternoster” fashion. On each of these hooks asoft. 
crab will be impaled, andto the gimp ‘“ Paternoster” will be attached about one 
hundred yards of good salmon line running freely ona large salmon winch, An 
ordinary salmon rod will serve the purpose very well but a bamboo rod, being lighter, 
is to be preferred. The rod must be strong, however, because a 151b. bass is as strong, 
at the go-off, as a salmon, and will run out all one’s line in a trice, and throw himself 
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out.of the water in true salmon fashion. In fact no angler would imagine it was 
not a salmon he had got hold of on his first experience of the fish, and I have my- 
self played one for full twenty minutes, with the disadvantage, to the fish, of having 
a heavy trace with a round musket bullet attached to the end of it. Standing on 
the slippery seaweed-covered rocks from which a fall would pricipitate the angler 
into the furious tideway, the great object is to throw out a good length of line clear 
of the weed and all other obstructions. To do this a few dozen yards of line should 
be unrolled off the winch, and carefully coiled on the ground, so that there may be 
no hitch when the line is thrown out. An under cast should then be made with the 
rod, when the weight of the bullet will take the line out, as the sailors say “ hand- 
somely,” and without a jerk. A check, however slight, will jerk the three soft crabs 
off the hooks, and that would be a serious business, considering the trouble of getting 
them. With practice itis easy to cast a long line inthis manner, and just as 
smoothly as one could could throw with an overcast and a fly. Next, when the 
bullet has sunk to the bottom, the line should be stretched taut on it, so that the 
“ Paternoster” may stand erect, and the bait hooks drift straicht out with the 
current. Then, if there is a bass about, the fun will presently begin, the fish being 
pretty sure to smell out the bait even at some distance off. Bass are queer fish, and 
very bold. Standing on the rocks over some ten feet depth of water, I have seen 
them come right up to my feet in their search among the seaweed for soft crab, and 
quite unconcerned at my presence. They are also very fond of rubbing themselves 
against stones or pier posts, probably to get rid of some parasite that affects them. 
They go eithersingly or in shoals, but in estuaries they are usually found alone. In 
appearance the bass resembles a coarse, scaly salmon, but he is a yery handsome fish, 
nevertheless, when fresh gaffed from the water. In taste he is something like a 
gurnet, and, though rather insipid when plain boiled, his flesh is excellent in bechemel, 
or in the nautical “ twice laid.” With a good tide and good luck, it is quite possible 
to catch on a single rod half-a-dozen bass, of from 10 to20lb. weight each ; and I 
venture to say that there are very few rivers in Scotland or Ireland where a better 
basket could be made than that, But the scenery!—the charm of the murmuring 
stream, the woodland, and the meadows! It will be said, Well, the Dovey 7s a river, 
and the scenery of its estuary beautiful in the extreme, comprising mountains, 
hanging woods, and water clear ascrystal. It is a salmon river—and not a bad one 
—higher up; but I must confess that, for mere sport, I preferred the certainty of 
bass to the uncertainty of salmon, and the pleasnre of idling on the rocks on a fine 
summer’s evening, with rod and pipe. to the arduous work of thrashing a river for 
miles, and perhaps without a fin at the end of it.—“ X” in the Graphic. 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Whilst the inhabitants of our great cities suffer from 
the effects of overcrowding and.all its attendant evils, both physical and moral, the more robust and 
energetic emigrant will in his turn be liable to suffer in his new hdme from the want of ready skill and 
the great medical resources of his native land always at command. The best advicea friendcan give is 
for him to take a supply of these well-known remedies as part of his outfit, for by attention to the 
easily understood and yet ample directions which accompany each box and pot he will never be at 
fault when taken ill or under any adverse sanitary conditions of life. , 
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For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- ier the Rares ihe obtained a prohe Not a 
DIGESTION,: LASSILTUDHE, LOW) erie G nitseernla’ Reauetonmeriy © J 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND )| dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in,Alpanis 
FEVERI COLDS. revents and | ¢teferring to 


Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst , 

form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, | LAMPLOUGH’S 

JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, PYRETIC SALINE. 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX,| © sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 43. 8d., » 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 11s., and 21s. each. 
COMPLAINTS, and various other] H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN: 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. LONDON, E.¢. 





NOTICE TO ANGLERS. 
\HE SUBSCRIPTION to the well- 
known BLUNHAM WATERS, 


TO NOBLEMEN, GENTLEMEN, | 
AND FISH CULTURISTS. 


pease GOSDEN and SON, Fish| this coming Season, will be Half-a- ~ 


Culturists to His Late Grace the Duke of | G@yjnea. just to defray the expenses of a 
Wellington, K.G., B.C, seek RE-ENGAGE- a eres rt Pa ani  vithin he 
MENTS, together or separate, after the 19th of } MCCPer, XC., Pp 4 
June. F, G, senior, sixteen years pupil of the| reach of all who are fond of Angling, 


late Frank Buckland, Her Majesty’s Inspector of Early application for Tickets is requested, $ 


Fisheries. Reason of leaving, the present Duke as the Proprietor wishes to make up the 


relinquishing the Fishery.—Address, the Duke's A 
fishery, Sherfield-on-Lodden, Basingstoke, number,—Horse Shoes, Blunham, Sandy 
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MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILK LINE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER, » . 


Sole Inventors of the 16-PLAIT ENAMEL 


WIRE CENTRE LINE, for 


Salmon and ‘Trout 


As Tested Fourteen Years ago by Captain Dunbar ; Brander, Elgin, John Hotchkis, Hsq., Crickhowell, &c. 


ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


TAPER SALMON AND TROUT LINES tanoei Wai? eninctece, 


These Taper Lines are used by all noted anglers on all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind. Warranted to 
remain strong after five years’ use, and re-dress equal to new at a nominal cost. Hundreds of Testimonials that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in the 


world, Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 
application. 





All faulty lines replaced with new ones. As our Samples are of some value, two stamps must be sent with 
Address, “COTTON TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER.” 








BOOKS FOR COUNTRY GENTLEMEN, AGRICULTURISTS, Ge. 





Complete in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 31g. 6d. ; half morocco, £2 Qs. 


HORSE. THE BOOK OF THE. 


By S. SIDNEY, Manager of the Agricultural Hall Horse 

Show. With Twenty-five Fac-simile Coloured Plates, from 

Original Paintings, and upwards of 100 Woop ENGRAVINGS. 
Also publishing in MonTHLY PARTS, 1s. 

“ This is a large subject appropriately treated in a large book—a book not only of 
the horse thorough-bred, half-bred, and cart-bred ; but of everything connected with 
him ; his history in our own and other lands ; how to breed him, rear him, and train 
him ; his virtues and his vices—how to improve the one and how to correct the other ; 
how to feed him, groom him, doctor him ; how to bit him, saddle him, harness him ; 
of the carriages he draws, and the men and women he carries; how to ride him and 
how to drive him ; how to buy him, and, indirectly, how to sell him.”—TZimes. 








Complete in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 85s.; half morocco, £2 5g. 


D0G, THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF THE, 


By VERO SHAW, B.A. With Fac-simile Coloured Plates (Drawn 
from Life),and numerous Woop ENGRAVINGS. Embracing a full descrip- 
tion of EVERY KNOWN BREED or Dog, with the Standard by which he can 
be judged. Also publishing in Monrnuy Parts, 1s. 


Cloth, price 81s. 6d.; or half morocco, £2 2g. 


POULTRY ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. _ By 


Lewis Wricut. With Fifty Coloured Portrai i i 
: T. aits of Prize Birds, 
painted from Life, with stray need Woop ENGRAVINGS. ; 


Complete in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 31g. 6d.; half morocco, £2 Qs. 


PIGEONS, THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. 


By ROBERE eee assisted by the most Eminent Fanciers. Edited and 
arranged by Lywis Wrieut, Illustrated with Fifty Life-like Coloured 
Plates, painted by Mr. J. W. LupLow expressly for this Work, and with 
numerous ENGRAVINGS ON Woop. Also publishing in Monruty Pants, 6d, 


Complete in One Handsome Volume, demy 4to, price 85s.; half morocco, 45s. 
THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 


CANARIES AND CAGE BIRDS, BRITISH 


AN D FOREIGN. _ By W. A. BuaKston, W. SwWAYSLAND, and AuGusT 

F, Wiener, F.Z.8. With Fifty-six Exquisite Fac-Simile Coloured Plates from 

Paintings made expressly for the Work, and numerous Woop ENGRAVINGS. 
Also publishing in MonrHiy PARTS, 6d. 














Complete in One Handsome Volume, cloth gilt, 8Ig. Gd.; or in half morocco, £2 2g. 


DAIRY FARMING. By Prof. SHELDON, assisted 


by Eminent Authorities at Home and Abroad. With 25 C 

Plates specially prepared for the Work, and ORIGINAL Woop Aiea 

illustrating the various processes employed. 
Also publishing in MonrHLYy Parts, Ig. 





Now Ready, Complete in One Vol., price 10s, 6d. 
THE POPULAR EDITION OF 


POULTRY, THE BOOK OF. 


By L. WRIGHT. With numerous Wood ENGRAVINGS, 
including a Series of Full-page Drawings, specially prepared 
for this Edition. 
“ There can be no doubt that this is far and away the finest work that has ever 
been published upon poultry.”—Glasgow Herald. 





Second Edition, price 5s.; post free, 5s. 4d. 


SIMPLE AILMENTS OF HORSES, THE: Their 


Nature and Treatment. By W. F., late Principal’ and Lecturer on 
Veterinary Surgery, Edinburgh Veterinary College. 





Cloth gilt, 8s. 6d.; post free, 3s.10d. 


RABBIT KEEPER, THE PRACTICAL, By 


CUNICULUS, assisted by Eminent Fanciers, With numerous illustrations 








Cloth gilt, 8s. 6d.; post free, 3s.10d. 


PIGEON KEEPER, THE PRACTICAL. By 


Lewis WRIGHT. With numerous Illustrations. 





Nineteenth Edition. 


POULTRY KEEPER, THE PRACTICAL. By 


L. Wricut, With Illustrations. Cloth, 3s. 6d.; post-free, 3s. 9d. 
Fifth and Cheap Edition, 2s. 6d.; post free, 2s. 9d. 


DOG, THE. By “ Ivsroyz.” With Simple Directions 


for his Treatment, and Notices of the Best Dogs of the Day, and their 
Breeders or Exhibitors. 











Cheap Edition, 2s. 6d.; post free, 2s. 9d. 


KENNEL GUIDE, THE PRACTICAL. With 


Plain Instructions how to Rear and Breed Dogs for Pleasure, Show, and 


Profit. By GoRDON StaBuEs, M.D,, C.M., R.N. With Illustrations, 
ABC POULTRY BOOK, THE. 3y 
M. A. Wiuson. 


WOTICE—A CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE, 


giving particulars of nearly ONE THOUSAND VOLUMES published by 
Messrs. CASSELL and COMPANY, ranging in price from SIXPENCE to 
TWENTY-FIVE GUINEAS, will be sent on request post free to any address, 





Price 1g.; post free, ls. 2d. 


Mrs. 





CASSELL and COMPANY (LIMITED), LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 


“SAVED MY LIFE) 


June 20, 1885.] 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY 
SEA-SIDKE. 
TOURIST 
FORTNIGHTLY AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY 


(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are issued by all Trains to 


YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, CLACTON-ON-SEA, WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, 
HARWICH, DOVERCOURT, ALDEBURGH, FELIXSTOWE, SOUTHWOLD, 
HUNSTANTON, AND CROMER. 


TOURIST TICKETS are also issued from LIVERPOOL-STREET by the 


NEW ROUTE TO SCARBOROUGH, FILEY, WHITBY, AND THE PRINCIPAL 
TOURIST STATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily 
by any Train from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. 
FARES, 8s., 2s., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see bills. 
London, June, 1885. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
ESTABLISHED (817. 


DUCAL WHISKY. 


A BLEND OF THE PUREST NORTH COUNTRY MALTS 


2G, per Gall, {"*"cerieee vai.) O28 Per Dozen. 


“A PERFECT LIQUEUR.” 
SAMPLES SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 


McCLIVE & LYON, 
89, GREAT TOWER STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
And at 98, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. (Distillery, Aberdeen.) 


FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 


tive of Cold 

FREE from FUSEL OIL, 
Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers. x 



















SoLE PROPRIETORS — 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


i 
BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. : 


THE SEVEN STILLS OLD SCOTCH WHISKY, 


Matured in Sherry Casks. 


This BLEND is made up from seven of the BEST MALT STILLS in SCOTLAND. 
The product of each Still has been carefully selected, and these 
blended together in such proportions that the flavour of none of 
the Stills predominates over the other. This, in G. C.’s experience, 
when judiciously done, is the only way whereby a Rich Full-bodied 
WHISKY, with delicate Flavour, can be obtained; and with the 
practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
the utmost confidence in stating that no SUCH QUALITY as this 
has ever been offered in the Market. 


PRICE. .O{/-. PER. GALLON. 


The above is supplied to the First Clubs and Military Messes at Home and Abroad, and the 
Nobility throughout the Kingdom, and sent under Bond to all parts of the World. This Blend is sent 
out with G, C.’3s New Labeland Registered Trade Marks, and only to be had from 

EDINBURGH. 


GHORGE COCKBURN, Ws e.trecztnpgie 
The original and only Proprietor of the Seven Stills. 
Blending Warehouses—LOCHRIN. 


ANGLERS OBSERVE!! 
AT THE SIGN OF “YE PLUCKIE PERCH,” 
HENRY RICHARDSON, 77, Finsbury Pavement, 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
You can obtain the best goods at Ten to Twenty per cent. below the usual 
prices. 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884. 


SPECIALITIES. 
Cane-bottom Rod, four joints, ringed, plugged, and winch fittings, 4s. 6d.; Ditto, best 
quality, five joints, and in bag, 6s. 6d. Best Hicsory Bottom Rods, ringed and winch 
ttings, three joints, 4s.; four joints, 53.6d. Roach Rods, lift., 6s. 6d.; 18ft., 8s. 6d. Trolling 
Rods, best ash, twe joints, ringed and winch fittings, 3s. Best Hickory ditto, 5s. Fly Roas, 
best ash, 12ft., 4s.; Ditto, Hickory, four joints, brazed, ringed, and winch fittings, in bag, 7s, 6d. ; 
best Greenheart, three joints, brazed, tapered butt, and winch fittings, in bag, 11s, 6d. 
BEST RODS AT EQUALLY LOW RATES. 
Nottingham Reels, from 1s.; ditto, with removable check, from 5s. 
Reels, from 3s. Running Lines, real silk, 40 yards, 1s. 
74d. Gut Casts, 3 yards, 3d.; best, 5d. Hooks to Gut, 3d. dozen; very best, 5d. dozen; ditto, 
on best drawn gut, 9d. dozen. Flies, best trout, 1s. dozen; chub, 1s. 6d. dozen. stewart’s Worm 
Bait, 8d.each. Stewart's Worm Tackle, ls. dozen. Floats, patent taper, all sizes, 8d. each, 


SEND FOR PRICE LISTS, POST FREE. 


Sole Agent for the new Patent Spring Winch Fitting, which prevents the reel 
flying off while casting 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
NOW READY. PRICE 2s, 6d. 


A READING CASE 


FOR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
Green Cloth, lettered on side “‘ FisH1n@ GAznrrnr,” with Leather Back’; will hold half 
a year’s GAZETTES, ‘To be had at the ; 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 








Hi 
Wy 








Bronzed Check 
Roach Lines, pure silk, 30 yards, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c., 


must be addressed to the Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 


panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 


addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 


THE FISHING GAZETTH is published ‘every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








er ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 10s. 6d 
To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, including postage 


is 12s. 6d. 








Aids : ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING 


GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Scotch Agency—Mr. Geo, Stephen, 30, Clarence Street, Edinburgh. 
Trish Agency—Mr. T, E. Fitz-Patrick, 8, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency—Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 


N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made payable to 


Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and Co., the Proprietors, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—NO. 25. 
By Mr. GEo. M. KELSON. 
2.-STANDARD PATTERNS. 


IN the days of plain and simple action rather than of thought ; in the 
era of stiff-butted rods and undressed silk and hair lines, when the 
majority of us were to be found fishing along the banks pretty much 
after the fashion of trout-angling ; when Governor casting—if not a 
necessity—was in full force, and when the Peter was unknown, a 
smart, far-famed, sporting tradesman, celebrated for continued 
success “in mightier streams so eager in their haste,” maintained 
that 16ft. of hickory and half a dozen “ Butchers ”—“ the best flies in 
creation, and all that he could depend upon ”—was quite enough for 
us in that line ; in fact, was all that salmon-fishermen ever wanted. 
Perhaps so ; but the remark was not destined to remain long as an 
embodiment of common sense, and was certainly not more diuturnal 
than the extraordinary halo of poetry which gathered around the 
merry manling from his associations with dukes and duchesses, to say 
nothing of the lords and ladies of the land. Yes ; he knew the life of 
palaces, and he knew the life of the poor ; and I knew perfectly well 
that he never forgot the latter. His own life, as far as I can 
remember, was very gay and glad ; but fame, after all, of one in his 
vocation—especially in those days—was nothing but a breath, a 








THE BUTCHER. 


sound through a reed, so soon as his lips were once shut, and 
there was on him for ever eternal silence. 

Soon there came many of the present patterns which took a tired 
public by surprise. Their triumph was instantaneous and wide- 
spread, and their advent was none too soon, as the fish are nowadays 
ten times more difficult to deceive. We know it, and for their 
capture strangely soon do we accustom ourselves to new forms. Like 
our predecessors, and all kinds of other sportsmen, we are. apt in the 
infancy of our knowledge to seize with greediness the goodness that 
is within our reach. But as seasons glide on science steps in, and 
all the charms, all the peculiarities in the ebb and flow of o/d-fashion 
wear off, and high tide comes at last, bringing in no end of novelties 
and genuine improvements to monopolise our whole. time and 
attention. 

While speaking of novelties—so far as flies go—do not consider 
for a moment that 1 am detracting in the least from the merits of 
this one magnificent pattern ; and the “ Butcher,” by the bye, was just 
as well made before greenheart dethroned bamboo asnow. But had 
Moon—for such was his name—dreamt what was in store for the 
coming generation—had he seen the 108 rod at Farlow’s, Mr. Ridley’s 
lines; and only the few other later inventions of flies which happen 
to be at this moment before me—it is certain that he would have 
never visited any fishing quarters without them, and, consequently, 
would have entertained very different ideas on the subject. More- 
over, it could not possibly be said that “ an angler is so thoroughly 
satisfied with himself that he never wishes to be wiser.” Do not we 
often and often imagine what we might be? And does not the ideal 
man, which we project out of ourselves and seek to make real—that 
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wisdom and perfection which we aim to transfer from our thoughts 
to our life—affect us, having an action more or less powerful, now 
bringing encouragement, now rendering us restless and driving us 
in the face of defeat, to follow the uneventful steps of others ? 

Be that, however, as it may, the faultless materials now at our 
command compare so favourably with the frivolous gear of the old 
school as sometimes to actually give body to the encouraging pictures 
of ideal beauty and perfection which ideality forms. 

Doubtless at the time to which I refer the “ Butcher” had no special 
rival gave the “ Lemon Grey” ; and beyond an occasional spasm of 
remembrance for the “ Quaker”—the best of a very rough stock, all the 
go in those times when salmon came at anything—was, so to speak, 
the only fly of the day. 

But how times have changed! And how could we wish to call 
from their slumber to second birth that contemporary throng ! 

In point of antiquity, independently of its good qualities, this fly 
holds a singularly prominent position in our endless list of standards, 
and its claim to seniority, with one or two unimportant exceptions, 
may fairly be allowed. 

The pattern was designed by Mr. Jewhurst, of Tunbridge, Kent, 
and up to the year 1838 was but slightly known by the name of 
‘““Moon’s fly.” Finding its way to Blacker’s establishment some 
40 years since, it was rechristened, and quickly became a popular 
favourite, whilst still retaining its high reputation everywhere. 
Where is there one, let me note, that has undergone less change of 
toilette? It was only last week, in carefully undressing a somewhat 
uncanny-looking, but very old, unused specimen—left by a stroke of 
happy fortune in one of my father’s old books—initialed, and having 
1835 beneath it (but whether that referred to the time it was dressed 
or invented can never be known), I found that the exposed colours 
had apparenily long since. faded away, the golden topping quite 
white, though the blue macaw, which the ravages of time had not 
distressed, remained as fresh as possible. But still, there was the 
worx of the author—there it was, to speak more eloquently than ten 
thousand tongues, intact, in all its pristine condition. 

Tt is true a yellow macaw’s hackle (or rather part of two) was 
substituted at the throat ; but the hook was a large one, and the very 
fact goes to show that the advantage of those hackles in large flies 
was known long and long before the information was personally 
recorded in these columns. 

Perhaps some day, though “I know not when the day may be,” 
we may have a complete set of standard patterns in their original 
costumes submitted for public inspection, when, in my opinion, the 
“ Butcher” would win a hearty round of applause from a very ad- 
miring audience, 

In one material respect it is like Jock Scott (which I should have 
alluded to last week as being the invention of the late Lord John 
Scott’s water-bailiff), from the simple fact that were we ever asked 
in what rivers or places it should be tried, one little word would 
serve the answer—al/. 

It is dressed as follows, though the body in the illustration scarcely 
looks truthful, as the seal’s fur is always slightly picked out; but it 
was drawn so to show Mr. James Wright’s beautiful work more 
distinctly :— 

‘ag: Silver twist and yellow silk. 

Tail: A topping, Teal, and powdered blue Macaw. 

Butt : Black herl. 

Body: In four equal divisions, beginning with light red-claret, 
and continuing with light blue, dark red-claret, and dark-blue seal’s 
fur. 

Ribbed : Silver tinsel (preceded on large hooks by silver lace). 

Hackle : Natural black, from light red-claret seal’s fur. 

Throat: Yellow hackle and Gallina afterwards. 

Wings: One tippet feather, and a breast feather from a golden 
Pheasant, back to back, tied edgeways as illustrated, the golden 
Pheasant extending to the length of the wing. Both are well 
covered on the side with slight strips of Teal, golden Pheasant tail, 
Gallina, Bustard, and Peacock wing; with strands of Parrot and 
Swan dyed yellow, and having two strips of Mallard at top, 

Horns: Blue Macaw, 

Cheeks: Chatterer. 

Head : Black herl. 

Mr. Basil Field’s patterns will be continued in 3, 





THE THAMES BILL. 


THE following are the alterations and additions made to Thames 
Bill (No. 2) by a Select Committee of the House of Commons :— 

By Section 2, private waters are likely to be increased, as in addi- 
tion to the artificial cuts, &c., excepted in the first Bill, all channels 
owned by persons holding by virtue of a conveyance from the Con- 
servators, or the old Commissioners, are to be deemed private. 

The very objectionable Clause 4, which proposes to give the Con- 
servators power to restrict the mooring of punts, &¢c., remains un- 
changed ; but a provision is added that this power of restricting the 
public right of mooring shall be in addition to, and not in substitu- 
tion of, the powers already possessed by the Conservators. 

Clause 6, the celebrated “loitering and delay” Clause, first in- 
tended to apply to all boats, but afterwards only to house-boats, is 
further changed. As now drawn, the Clause makes it an offence for 
any house-boat to anchor or remain stationary opposite to any house, 
garden, or pleasure ground for a greater period than thirty days 
without the consent of the owner of the house, : 





By Clause 7, the use of air guns, and, in fact, guns or pistols of any 
kinds, is prohibited on the river and the towpaths. 

By Section 10, in lieu of a registered number, the Conservators 
may, if they chose, fix some crest, badge, or other mark by which 
the boats belonging to private owners shall be known, 

By Section 12, the charges for registration of boats are increased, 
and definitely fixed—namely, for every pleasure boat, not being a 
house-boat, a sum of two shillings and sixpence ; house-boats under 
30ft., five pounds, and twenty shillings more for every additional 
5ft. in length. But vessels other than house-boats are not to be re- 
gistered more than once in three years. Boats belonging to Thames 
watermen registered under any other Act will not be liable to this 
registration. Though licenses are also mentioned, no provision is 
made as to sums which the Conservators may impose for them. 

By Section 15, portions of the Thames Act of 1883, relating to 
registered owners of steam-launches (Sections 8, 9, and 14), are to 
apply to owners of all boats registered under the Act. 

The foregoing are shortly all the principal alterations to the Bill. 
Tt will be noticed that the changes tend to the advantage of the 
riparian owners, and to increase the powers already given to the 
Conservators. The Bill has yet to pass the House of Lords. 





THE FORTHCOMING (FIFTH) “FISHING GAZETTR’ 
ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT, 


In AID OF THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


WE are glad to announce that it has now been definitely arranged 
to hold the Fly and Bait-Casting Tournament on Saturday, the 22nd 
of August. On account of the difficulty in keeping the public out 
of the ground at the Welsh Harp, and because of the desirability of 
having the fly-casting on a running stream, it has been decided to 
hold the Tournament this year in the private grounds of the Pike 
and Anchor Fishery, at Ponder’s End, on the river Lea, within a few 
minutes’ walk of Ponder’s End Station, on the Great Hastern Rail- 
way. Mr. Ghurney and Mr. Field report that there is ample accom- 
modation both for the fly-casting and bait-casting. A pegged-down 
match will be fished in the preserved water attached tothe Pike and 
Anchor, for which several valuable prizes will be given, Ponder’s 
End is only a short run from Liverpool-street Station. 

We shall be happy to supply posters, giving particulars of the 
Tournament, to anyone who will get them exhibited where anglers 
will see them. 





TROUT ANGLING.—No. 4. 


By JAMES MACNEE (Professional Angler). 





HABITS OF THE TROUT. 

TO insure success as an angler, a knowledge of the habits of the fish 
angled for is essential. I may mention that during the worst fishing 
parts of the year I often indulge in pearl-fishing. In searching for 
the shells which contain the pearls a glass is used, which, when put 
upon the surface of the water, shows the bed of the stream for at 
least 12ft. in any direction as clearly as if you had no water between 
the eye and the ground, and I have the pear] glass to thank for many 
little observations I have been enabled to make of how trout conduct 
themselves in their native element, and do not leave to conjecture 
that which I can confirm from having had occular demonstration 
of it. 

Many writers—in fact, I suppose all—assert that trout always lie with their 
head up stream. Strange as it may appear, I have—yes, in streams so strong 
that you could not wade in further than the knees with safety—seen trout 
thousands of times with their head down stream, Behind every stone, if even 
only 1ft. high, in the very fiercest rushes in a river the water is as placid as in 
a lake ; and in all rivers which have rocky beds trout, when at rest, can lie with 
their head in any direction they choose. In a channely-bedded stream, of course, 
trout cannot rest in any position except with their head up stream, and when 
feeding they always, either when on the outlook for worms at the bed or fly on 
the surface, turn their head up stream, watching for insects coming towards 
them. I may here mention, also, that although I have within the radius of the 
12ft. spoken of seen salmon, large pike, perch, and eels, yet I have never once 
seen a trout of a larger size than 3lb. that would stand to be looked at, which 
shows more clearly than anything that trout naturally hatched are more shy 
than any other fish. I have often slipped up the side of a deep stream en- 
deavouring to obtain a view of some large trout, and although I used the utmost 
caution, I never got a glimpse of one, and the amateur angler would certainly 
be astonished to see even most of the small ones flitting away in every direction. 
They might remain stationary for a time, but as soon as ever I made the 
slightest movement they would at once disappear. Regarding the shyness of 
trout, fish in some streams are not so shy as in others ; but I have invariably 
found that as trout increase in weight they increase in knowledge, and so 
become more and more cunning, and when a trout attains the weight, say, of 
Alb., it requires a thorough knowledge of its habits to enable the angler to 
capture it, and there is as much difference between the habits of a 4lb. trout and 
a 3-pounder as there is between the habits of an eagle and a sparrow. Trout 
spawn in the middle of November in our northern streams, some seasons as late 
as the end of the month,’ After the fish spawns he does not become sick, as the 
salmon does, but at once starts in search of food, The strength has gone out 
of him, and he remains in quiet water until the end of March, his food during 
that time being principally found on the bed of the stream—worms if it happens 
to rain, snails, water beetles,'and creeping insects of all kinds which inhabit the 
bed of the stream, the latter class forming a much larger family than many are 
aware of. He also feeds on young shoots of water weed and animalcule, but 
during all this time a very litile food supports him. In some streams trout 
return to good condition much faster than in others ; and if the weather is mild 
and sunny, the angler may tempt trout to take an artificial fly in still water, 
even although not a single natural fly has appeared, so soon even as the middle 
of March, During March some trout, further advanced towards good condition 
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than others, return to streamy portions of rivers ; but it isnot until April is well 
advanced that the great body of trout return to the streams, and even then it is 
not the fastest running streams that are thickly tenanted. Most trout at this 
time will be found in moderately fast water, and the lower tail ends of fast 
streams. By the middle of May, or beginning of June, trout are in their full 
vigour, and able to enter and remain in the strongest streams, their food at this 
time being composed for the most part of winged and unwinged insects. By 
the middle of June, or even sooner in some rivers which are well supplied with 
flies, owing to the nature of the bed of the stream and plentiful foliage along 
the banks, trout become sick of surface food, and again resume feeding on food 
found on the bed of the water, and continue doing so until the end of August, 
when they again resume feeding on winged insects, and do so until October, 
when the last winged insects disappear, and trout again return to search for 
food on the bed of the stream. At all times of the year trout of medium size 
have different times and different places to feed, the weather principally affect- 
ing the time, the condition of the fish, and the food they are after affecting the 
place. I will now notice the habits of large trout, say, 3lb. upwards. Trout of 
this weight are much more numerous than many anglers imagine, and the simple 
reason why anglers seldom capture fish much over the 3lb. is that their habits 
are unknown. I have resided for many years close to Loch Tummel, which 
loch and the still parts of the river Tummel entering and leaving ihe loch 
contains, I may safely say, the largest yellow trout in Scotland, and have killed 
hundreds of trout over the 3lb. ‘Che heaviest I ever killed was a yellow trout 
~ of 12)1b., and many of 6 and 8, and over 91b., and of all my heavy fish only two 
were killed during the day ; these were killed during a rise of water with minnow, 
weighing 6 and 7lb. Trout, when they attain heavy weights, feed during the 
night, and can only be easily captured then, their capture being quite as simple 
then as that of fish 11b. weight in the daytime. During the day all throughout 
the season they remain in the very deepest water, and never leave it until it is 
perfectly dark. They willtravel miles in search of food, feeding as they go, 
and return again by day-break to their haunts. Sometimes these heavy fish 
may be seen in daytime rising to the natural fly ; but from their knowledge 
gained they never attempt this unless the water is perfectly calm, when their 
keen eye would at once detect the very finest of gut. If a breeze arise, the 
large trout at once cease taking the natural fly, and it is on very rare occasions 
that trout much over 3lb. weight can be caught in still water in a river even 
fishing with the natural fly in daylight. 

When trout attain great age, or when out of condition, their knowledge gets 
dulled, and their capture becomes sometimes possible during the day. Two 
large fish were killed on Loch Tummel during the day since I went to reside 
in the locality ; each weighed over 10lb., one in excellent condition, and the 
other aged and deformed. ‘The one in good condition was killed by David 
Paton, Esq., of Longforgan, and was captured whilst the angler was landing a 
1b. trout. he had hooked with fly, the large fish seizing the smaller one. The 
other was killed by Mr. Milne, schoolmaster, in Strathtummel, and was killed 
with a blue Phantom Minnow. Both were yellow trout. The one killed b 
the first-named gentleman was a perfect beauty—plump, firm, and small-headed_; 
the one killed by Phantom Minnow was a lean, lanky brute, foul and loath- 
some to look upon, and, as I was informed by the captor and those who tried to 
partake of it, “perfectly uneatable.” It simply took the Phantom by being 
old, and its knowledge having become dulled ; whereas the first took a live fish 
wriggling with natural life motion on the surface of the water. Thus, for 
instance, amateur fishermen always kill more heavy fish during the latter part 
of April, and again in September and beginning of October, than at any other 
time of the year, April seeming to them, in fact, the only time still water which 
large trout frequent is worth fishing. The fish during these months are only 
returning to good condition and again going out of it, especially in October, and 
in the ten fishing days of this month one can kill moreheavy fish than in all the 
month of September. Butif anglers would fish at night at any time of the 
year with a lure suitable for the season, the capture of large trout becomes as 
simple as the capture of small fish.*; During May, June, July, and August the 
intellect (Ido not call it natural instinct, for it is something more) becomes 
clear, and the deception practised by the angler becomes apparent to the fish, 
and there is only one way left to capture them, and that is—begin operations at 
dark, and continue until daylight. I am certain many readers must have 
noticed that by night lines large fish are always caught ; but if they are set 
during the day, it is seldom fish of any size are captured, which simply proves 
that night is the natural feeding time of large trout. The hearing power of 
trout is entirely confined to vibration, caused by any disturbance in the water. 
Sounds outside of the water are never heard by them. That trout possess the 
power of conveying information to one another, I firmly believe. Some assert 
that they have not. But anglers of even very moderate experience must have 
noticed that in some corners, good for half-a-dozen trout any favourable day, 
provided that they capture each as it rises, pulling it down stream away from 
the rest—thatif they miss one, say, by merely pricking the fish, they will yet no 
more rises until the commotion has subsided. My idea of this is that the last 
fish informs its neighboursof something wrong. 

The eye of the trout is of the very keenest, and forms the chief obstacle to 
the angler’s success, and the great secret of becoming a good fisherman is, first 
being able to cheat their eye, and next to overcome their knowledge. The first 
can be best accomplished by keeping well out of sight, and using fine tackle ; 
the second can only be accomplished by gaining knowledge equal to their own, 
and this can only be done by finding out what they are feeding on, when they 
are feeding, and where they go to look for their food. I intend to give the 
benefit of my own experience on these points, which I sincerely trust may 
enable some to gain an insight to the mysteries of the art by quicker steps than 
T have, enabling them to capture trout either large or small, as their fancy may 
wish them to do ; to help those who delight in fishing quick mountain streams 
inhabited by small trout ; or those who, like myself, would rather angle in large 
rivers in the expectation of getting arun with a big fellow. 





- A MERRY MORNING AMONGST THE MACKEREL. 


“Wou’D ’ee like tu ’av aturnat’em inthe moarnin’, zur?” asked a 
stiff-built little sailor chap of me one bright afternoon, back in the 
autumn, as we came in from a row on Torbay, and saw the fisher- 
men lugging their “ maunds” of mackerel up the steps of the old 
pier at Torquay, where stood the “buyers” and hawkers eager to 
secure the first consignments brought in by the tan-sailed smacks. 
“Thay be a-playin’ about purty owt there now, zur, I can tell’ee ; and if yer 
yriend thare wou'd like tu jine ’ee ina bit o’ spoart, he can cum and welcum, 


ales gwain owt zingle-’anded to-morrer, and thare’s plenty of rume aboard 
my boat.” 

“Nothing would give us greater pleasure,” we rejoined, and half-past four 
the next morning was appointed, the rendezvous being at the end of the not very 
savoury Old Quay. 


“Yew'd better briag zum ‘scram’ (food) with ’ee, vur yew'll be preshus 
‘ungry owt thare,” a sentiment that was endorsed by a loud approving guffaw 
and ‘‘aye, aye” from the jersey-clad bystanders. 

Now, to those who are unaccustomed to be up with the lark, and to whom 
Dr. Watts’s hymn about the sluggard’s complaint applies, getting up at four in 
the morning is no joke. It means a restlessness all the night through, your 
sleep being broken by a dreamy apprehension lest you should doze on beyond 
the time stipulated ; and it involves, moreover, striking a light and looking at 
your watch every half-an-hour or so, to see “ how goes the enemy ?” However, 
as the moon rays glinted in at the easement that morning, my friend and I 
were on the alert, and soon brewing a cup of coffee before starting, and packing 
up a store of sandwiches as a means of fortifying the inner man against the 
assaults of Old Neptune. But for the “waning moon,” and the stars twinkling 
overhead, it would have been pitch dark, for it wanted more than an hour to 
sunrise yet, and big, heavy clouds rolled up from the eastward, betoken- 
ing a tumble on the waters outside. On the way quayward we fell in with our 
“ skipper,” who was stumping along in his big sea-boots, the thuds of which 
echoed in the quiet street, and who was warming his nose with a very short 
doodheen, which seemed to be a source of much comfort to him. 


“ Hullo, mates!” he cried, as we hove in sight of him, “yew be cum, thin! 
Did’n expect ’ee quite zo zune. Yew knaw zumtimes the evenin’ and mornin’ 
tales doant agree. Us'll git aboard and ’ay zum breakvast, now thin.” With 
which praiseworthy resolve we got into our punt, with the view of shoving off 
to the smack Mayflower, which, with many others, was lying outside the 
harbour. ; 

A clatter of feet along the quay, and voices shouting in the dim distance, 
told of other hardy mariners approaching, on the same errand as ourselves, 
though no doubt they were anticipating the cruise in a far different spirit to us, 
who were not professionally engaged in the “veesh trade.” They were 
calculating upon the size and number of the maunds they should bring ashore, 
whilst we were }.reoccupied with the novelty and pleasure of the trip alone. 
With a readiness that obtains amongst the fishing fraternity in the way of 
doing each other little kindly “ turns” when opportunities permit, we “shoved ” 
four or five other “‘toilers of the sea” on board their respective smacks, from 
the cuddy chimneys of which speedily arose blue wreaths of smoke, telling of so 
many kettles set a-boiling, and of preparations for the matutinal meal. 

“Nort like a gude inside linin’, zur, when yew’m gwain tuzay. Her’ll zune 
bile (meaning the water in the kettle), and then us’ll be off.” 

In the calm stillness of the early morn the only sounds to be heard were the 
murmur of the waves under our keel, the snorting of a steam collier preparatory 
to disgorging her cargo, the low humming of a song emanating from the cuddy 
of a neighbouring smack, and now and then the cheery voice of some distant 
chanticleer as he proclaimed the dawn from his own particular roost. Over the 
hills eastward rosy-finger’d morn was busily opening the gates of day, suffusing 
the sky with delicate pink ; and almost imperceptibly the houses in the town, 
and the villas which stretch away on the heights, tier upon tier, grew into 
visibility by the time our frugal meal had been discussed. As our little fleet hove 
anchor, the men on board soliloquised that there was “plenty o’ gas overhead,” 
which, being interpreted, meant that a stiff easterly wind was astir outside, and 
that we might expect some “ups and downs” over big, white-crested waves 
before the day was far advanced. Putting on the weather-gauge, therefore, we 
braced our mainsail down with three reefs (you see I am becoming nautical 
already), and, with light jib and foresail set, we were standing away in the 
direction of Goodrington Sands. Surely enough there were some “ups and 
downs,” and how to find one’s sea-legs was the problem that had to be solved 
instanter. By a sort of legerdemain, acquired by experience, our skipper shipped 
the bobbing-poles, and four lines were run out before one could say “ Jack 
Robinson” ; and, as our little craft bowled along over the swell, we could feel 
the pulsation of the heavy leads which are needed to keep the “ floats,” or baits, 
at a proper depth in the water. 

Scarcely a minute had elapsed before the skipper, winking slyly, advised me to 
haul away. ‘“ Yew've a-got ’en, zur,” and in a twinkling a fine fat mackerel was 
beating kettledrum-music on the deck. It was rather rough upon me, I thought, 
to be informed then, for the first time, that the penalty for catching the first 
fish was half a gallon of beer; but we had no time to argue the justice of 
traditional usage then, for my friend had landed another “ whopper,” and the 
end of my outer line was vibrating with a vengeance, telling of another plump 
captive, which was also soon aboard. In the run out it was “ hand-over-hand ” 
work, and no mistake, for as fast as our captain could release the silvery fish 
from the hooks, and cast the gear over again, another line had to be hauled, and 
this see-saw was continued with unabated activity until a couple of maunds full 
told of the dexterity with which we had worked our lines. All this was capital 
and exciting sport to us novices in the art, and “skipper” was philosophically 
content to cut fresh “floats” from the tails of the mackerel caught, to lend a 
hand when any “kink” occurred in the gear, and to take the fish from the hooks 
as rapidly as they were drawn over the ship’s side. He was quite prepared, he 
said, to “act as dummy ” on board, while the “ novices” did the hauling ; and so 
we agreed amongst ourselves with wonderful unanimity. 

Pulling up mackerel lines which have a 3lb. lead weight and a robust fish 
fighting at the end of each of them is work that requires “ elbow-grease,” and if 
you add to it the heeling over of the vessel as she rides gallantly over a big 
wave, and splashes down into the trough of the sea, you are glad enough to dott 
your overcoat and work in your shirt sleeves. ‘These fishing-boats are 
proverbial as the most seaworthy craft afloat, and they can go the pace before 
the wind. And although I admit 1 wished I had not beenso venturesome, when 
the waves grow bigger as we “opened” the Thatcher and Hope’s Nose, and 
began to feel a slight qualm—not of conscience—as we bounded over the 
white-topped waves—vide Dibdin—yet the sensation soon passed away, as the 
sport, which for a little time subsided, became again exciting. Right ahead of 
us was a flock of seagulls, which, after circling overhead, swooped down upon 
the water like a hawk will doon a farmyard, and this appearance was, to our 
sailor guide, a true indication of the presence of fish. 

“The burds'll tell °ee ware they be, zur,” he exclaimed, as he luffed up and 
made straight away for the spot where the wild sea-birds were revelling in their 
ocean picnic, The farther we get from the shore the heavier the roll of the 
sea, as we “open” the land to the eastward ; yet the dread of mal de mer has 
now vanished, and there is delight at going at a big wave and surmounting it 
in much the same fashion as a hunter will go at a tall fence ora stiff flight of 
posts and rails. There is always a certain amount of pleasure, by the way, in 
getting over a difficulty. ; : 

“ Here’s a big one coming ! ” cries my friend; and as we lie for a moment in 
the trough the wave seems like a huge green mountain surging on, half-mast 
high, and threatening to swamp our fragile bark. But she rises over it like a 
duck, and the voice of the skipper is heard, ‘“‘Niver mind the watter, zur ; keep 
on haulin’. Niver leave off haulin’ when thare’s veesh about” ; and so merrily 
goes the work once more, as line after line is drawn up with a fine mackerel 
glistening on every hook. The sun has now broken through the early morning 
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haze, lighting up the waves into a pellucid green, glinting on the snow-white 
crests, and the sails of a whole flotilla of craft of every build and measurement, 
from that full-rigged ship which is bearing down Channel under every stitch 
of canvas, {o the handsome yachts that are working out of Torquay for the 
westward, the trawlers which are reaching into Brixham with the result of 
their night’s toil, and our own little fleet of fishing-boats, on board each of 
which is the same activity as we are ourselves enjoying. 

“Skipper ” had by this time acquired such confidence in his amateurs that he 
could leave us safely working the gear while he dived into the cuddy once more 
for a vigorous attack upon the “scram” with which he had come provided ; and 
that process having been completed to his satisfaction, he emerges like a giant 
refreshed, warblinga stave of an old sea song, the burthen of which, so far as I 
could make out, was both plaintive and pathetic. It related to a certain lady 
who failed in her duty toward a “decent husband,” and who, after “boozin’ 
night and day, felt sorry in the mornin’ when she was zo-o-o-ber.” So, with 
singing and hauling, and re-hauling the hooks, the time passed merrily away, 
as with great satisfaction we found our maunds rapidly filling to such repletion 
that the mackerel had to be empted en masse under hatches to make room for 
the “ strangers” yet to come. 

We had now reached some distance beyond Berry Head; and while at one 
moment we were nearly pitched over the gunwale, and at another hugging to it 
with a frantic grip for fear of being thrown a “clean back ” on the deck, 
the injunction was still to ‘‘ Niver mind the watter,” but to “keep on haulin’,” 
and haul we did with a will. Our captain, having greased his bearings with a 
second edition of breakfast, whiled away his time with snatches of his favourite 
song, and spun yarns of wonderful fishing adventures he had seen since he 
“tuke tu the zay, a leetle boy, ait yer ole.” It is amusing to hear the contempt 
which regular fishermen have for the fine tackle and artificial baits which some 
amateurs use in fishing. ‘All yew want, zur, is a length oy gude gut and a 
vathom or tew ov zilk at the aind of yer Jine—that’s quite enuf,” quoth captain. 
“ Anda fish?” put in my friend, at which the sailor guffaw’d, “ Right yew 
be, zur ; that’s won tu yew,” as, after taking off another “ whacker,” he resumed 
his pipe complacently. 

“Hullo! here’s a whale!” exclaimed my companion, as he tugged away at his 
line ; but, whatever it might have been, there was a sudden easing of the strain 
as the lead came up quite free. “By jove! that must have been a monster,” he 
muttered, as he saw that gut and hook had been chawed clean off. 
By the way, it always is the biggest fish that carries off one’s gear! 
However, the mischief is soon remedied, and hauling is once more 
in full swing. As we pass by other boats coming along within 
cable’s length, the fishermen call to each other by familiar Christian 
mames, and ask each other, “ Wot cheer, mate?” Comes the reply, 
*“ About tew ’underd and a-a-ff. Wot spoart ’av yew ’ad?” Their answer is 
about the same, which is satisfactory to all on board, showing that the “ novices” 
have not been lazy, and have done as well, if not better, than the old ’uns. 
Another hour brings us in a good hundred more, and, inasmuch as a fisherman’s 
hundred means one hundred and twenty, we calculate that we have a good three 
hundred (sixty extra) big ones for the market, besides four or five dozen 
smaller ones, which are the perquisites of the ‘‘crew.” It is now ten o’clock, 
and the sun is high in the heavens, pouring down his benign fervency upon a 
sea which is broken by crested waves that sweep along in rapid succession like 
countless squadrons of cavalry ina charge. The sea-birds have retired to their 
homes on the crags and in the holes of the rocks, satiated with their heavy fish 
breakfast, and nautical opinion says that the fish have “gone down,” inasmuch 
as the lines have lately come up clear of mackerel. 

As we sail into the bay we note the town of Brixham “ shimmering in the 
morning sheen,” and her harbour teeming with the red sails of the trawlers ; but 
we are not near enough to witness the activity which is, no doubt, at this 
moment pervading the quays and market. Before us lies the great sweep of the 
bay, with the towns of Paignton and Torquay nestling under the hills, whose 
sides are speckled with white villas, forming a scene of unparalleled beauty as 
seen from the sea. The bobbing-poles are unshipped and the lines reeled up ; 
and, having let out a reef in our mainsail and made all snug and taut, we sit by 
the tiller enjoying the voyage home, in spite of having cricked our backs with 
the unwonted exercise of “hauling” on a heavy tide. We contemplate with 
satisfaction the result of our four hours’ united labour, for in the boxes lie as 
many hundred as “ purty veeshas any man ever zeed.” Another half-an-hour and 
we glide into the harbour, where the mackerel, with their backs of wavy green 
and black, and a delicate play of pink, gold, and silver underneath, are counted 
out of the maunds, as “ stiff as pokers,” ready for sale to the buyers and hawkers 
onthe quay. We leave the business to the owner of the boat, and on his return 
are informed that the top price offered and accepted was 6s. per 120 ; and we 
came to the conclusion that, after all, the sturdy fishermen who risk their lives 
and have to bear the expense of keeping their boats and gearin order are not 
the greatest gainers by the transaction. Not an hour after we have left the 
smack, with a strong inclination to have another turn as early as circumstances 
may permit, I met a man up the street who was rapidly disposing of probably 
the selfsame mackerel at twopence apiece, which he had just bought at three- 
farthings, or less. That is, in itself, sufficient to show where the profits are 
made, and how small a proportion of the money paid by the consumer goes into 
the pockets of the honest-fellows who endure all the hardships and toil of the 
fishing trade. 

When there are good catches I presume the bulk of the fish is sent to 
London and the other great markets, and by the time Torbay mackerel reach 
the aristocratic tables of the West End, the profitsdivided among the middlemen 
and the retailers must be out of all proportion with the original cost. That, 
however, is a matter with which, probably, I should not meddle as itis one for 
the trade itself. I can only conclude by saying that the hours spent in sport on 
the occasion of which I write were the most pleasantly exciting I remember to 
have enjoyed for many a year ; and shoul! any of your readers be disposed to 
pay the “Queen of Watering-places” a visit in the course of the next mackerel 
season, and would like a similar adventure, they will be amply rewarded for any 
trouble that may be involved in rising at “ break o’ day.” 1a Sho 

Torquay. 





THE AQUARIUM AT THE INVENTIONS EXHIBITION. 


TuIs section of the International Inventions Exhibition, which is under the 
control of the National Fish Culture Associasion, forms a great attraction to 
the public, who visit it in large numbers. The tanks are now replete with 
specimens of fish, including the principal marine and freshwater animals ; but 
perhaps the most striking feature is the crustacean tanks, in which are to be seen 
magnificent specimens of crabs, lobsters, and crayfish. 'The “ Handbook to the 
Aquarium,” published last year with so much success by Mr. W. Oldham 
Chambers, Secretary of the National Fish Culture Association, has been re- 
issued in a revised form, containing the history of the Association down to the 
present date, a description of the aquarium and fish culture department, together 


with the natural history of the fish exhibited in the aquarium, and a series of 
articles on pisciculture and maintaining aquaria. This book, which affords a 
large amount of information, is published at sixpence, and can be obtained in 
the Exhibition, or at the offices of the National Fish Culture Association. 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


Witar a pity it is the river Aln at Alnwick is not properly preserved : it would 

afford splendid sport, if fairly fished. Messrs. Hardy Bros. send us a present 

of a pretty dish of Alne trout, “ just to try their flavour.” They are very good 

indeed, and in spite of the long journey in this hot weather have came to hand 

perfectly fresh and sweet. 'They were packed in nettles. 3 
* * * 

The angling association at Matlock Bath continues to preserve and improve 
piscatorial prospects there. Recently a Manchester gentleman—“ a visitor ”— 
has given £30 to the association, and, chiefly owing to that very material help, 
the construction of a breeding pond near Masson Mill has been undertaken 
and other appreciable improvements are under consideration. 4 

tt * * * * 


We have received for notice from Mr. H. Cox, the Field Office, 346, Strand, 
a copy of « most useful little work, entitled, ‘‘The Thames: Rules and By- 
Laws as to Boating, Fishing, the Use of Steam-launches, &c.,” by C. G. 
Goddard. Anglers, boating men, riverside hotel keepers, and all interested in 
the river will find the sixpenny booklet very handy, 

* 3 Eo 

A friend, who fishes the Westmeath Lakes regularly in the May Fly season, 
writes : “ The fishing was not at all so good as I expected. With afew excep- 
tions, there was no good take of big fish. Indeed, the big fellows were not 
rising at all well, and were, consequently, ‘conspicuous by their absence’ when 
the evening roll was called. Frost got two nice trout, 5lb. and 6lb., and we 
got a lot of smaller fish ; but we ought to have had several 5 and 6-pounders, 
and very few small fish. The biggest fish killed, to my knowledge, during our 
stay went 74lb. The general impression amongst the anglers, who were there 
in fair foree, was that the fishing would be better after I was obliged to leave 
(10th June) ; and that was quite possible, as the fly was then plentiful on the 
water. I have asked my fisherman to send me one or two good fish, if he gets 
them, and if I succeed I will forward you a sample.” ¥ 

ze * * ae F 

Reports to hand from all parts of the country refer hopefully to the prospects 
of sport, the late rains having done an immense amount of good in many 
districts. 

* * * 7 * * 

We congratulate Mr. Taylor and Mr. Oakes on the result of their actions 
against certain local authorities, who were seriously polluting two small tribu- 
taries of the Lea. Mr, Taylor is the lessor, and Mr. Oakes the tenant, of a 
house situated between Pymmes Brook and the Friern Barnet Brook, just 
above their junction, and not very far from the Lea. In January these two 
gentlemen succeeded in an action, which lasted eighteen days, against the East 
Barnet Valley Local Board, for polluting Pymmes Brook by a discharge from 
their sewage farm. The Friern Barnet Brook was polluted by a discharge from 
another sewage farm, for which the Guardians of the Poor of Barnet Union 
were responsible, but which is now managed by the Friern Barnet Local Board. 
Against both these bodies Mr. Taylor and Mr. Oakes brought actions, which 
came on for hearing, before Mr, Justice North, on Monday last. 

* * * * 


The excellent moral effect of the result of the eighteen days’ proceedings in 
January is beautifully illustrated by what happened with regard to these two 
actions. In short—as Mr. Micawber would put it, in a burst of confidence— 
the pollutors caved in. They consented to judgment in favour of Mr. Oakes 
and Mr. Taylor, who not only obtained damages and costs, but also injunctions 
against the defendants restraining them from polluting the brooks in future. 
The public importance of these three cases can hardly be over-estimated, 

* * * * * ‘ 


The Henley and Reading Fishery Associations have issued a notice to the 
effect that the tickets for their private waters in the Loddemand St. Patrick 
Stream will be increased from 5s. to 10s. 6d. As these tickets can only be 
obtained by members of the Association, the cost of them is practically a guinea. 
No Sunday fishing is allowed in those waters. 

* * * * * 

We give the following extract from the notice, without comment: “ The 
St. Patrick Stream is not a Thames backwater, but private ; it was an outlet of 
the Lodden before Shiplake weir was made, which has raised the Thames level, 
and so reversed the stream. All persons entering it without a permit are on 
trespass.” 

* * * * 

Most of our readers who are interested in the Thames will remember the 
report of a conference between representatives of the Riparian Owners’ Asso- 
ciation and the Thames Angling Association, which we published a few weeks 
back, At that conference the R.O.’s expresse themselves animated by the most 
kindly feeling towards Thames anglers, and said that if (and, considering the 
circumstance, it was a tolerably big ‘if”) only their claims to the fisheries were 
acknowledged, they would be delighted to let their fisheries to the associations 
at nominal rents. Thinking it unwise to bolster up doubtful titles, to the pre- 
judice of the public, the representatives of the fishery associations did not fall 
in with the suggestion. 

* * * * * 

At the time, we were inclined to think that the R.O.’s did “protest too 
much”; and, judging from recent information we have received, we thought 
rightly. A circular has been sent by the Committee to all the members of the 
R.O. Association. From the contents, it seems that it is proposed to take a 
case into court, and the various members are desired to look out for some sub- 
stantial angler fishing in a private portion of the river, against whom action 
may be taken. But the members are to be careful only to take legal action in 
a case where the title to the portion of the river fished in is not obscure, so that 
a judgment in their favour may be certain, It is expected that the fishery asso- 
ciations may then come to terms! 

* st % ° 

It will be satisfactory in the highest degree to Thames anglers to know that, 
among themselves, the riparians confess that their titles to some of the fisheries 
are obscure. That this is so has been our opinion all along, and we feel con- 
fident that in comparatively few cases could private persons show a really sound 
title to a Thames fishery. 

2 * * * 

It should always be borne in mind that no titles were proved before the 

Select Committee last year, and the opinion they gave in their report was based 
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almost solely on certain legal arguments which went to show that the manors 
covered the river. 
* * * * * 

The Select Committee appointed to consider the Thames Bill (No. 2) sat for 
two days only last week, and then reported the Bill to the House. The public 
were unrepresented, though Mr. Birket, whose endeavours in the popular cause 
will not be forgotten for some time to come, appeared for the Commons Pre- 
servation Association, Sir Gilbert East and the Thames Conservancy were 
represented by counsel. The alterations made in the Bill appear on another 

oO 
Page a * * * * 

The following facts we should consider almost incredible, did we not know 
them to be accurately stated. Early in the week, some days before this list 
Committee sat, a gentleman, who has interested himself greatly in the matter, 
wrote to the Chairman, Mr. Story Maskelyne, asking him to direct the clerk to 
the Committee to inform him when the Committee would sit, and whether and 
when his evidence, which he was most anxious to give, could be taken. He 
also wrote a letter to the clerk, to be doubly sure of getting a speedy reply. 
No reply came until Saturday. It was then a letter from Mr. Story Maske- 
lyne, commencing thus: “The Thames Bill has passed through Committee, 
and been reported to the House.” On Monday a note came from the clerk, 
coolly saying that a copy of the proceedings could be obtained at Hansard’s, In 
‘neither communication was any reference made as to the request to give 
evidence. 

* * * * * 

It is most important that a strong protest be made against the Thames 
Bill by London and other Thames anglers, and the only form that pro- 
test can now take is a petition to the House of Lords. The 
expense would be trifling; indeed, with some friendly assistance, it 
would be nil. If no such protest is made, when we come to as the 
new Parliament for further legislation as to the Thames, we shall be 
immediately met with, “‘ Why, you had a Bill for the Preservation of the 
Thames asa place of public recreation only last year, and you scemed quite 
satisfied with it. You certainly can’t expect us to do anything for you again so 
soon.” It is of great importance that both Houses shouldknow that the public 
do not accept the Bill as a final settlement, and that they are extremely dis- 
satisfied with it. 

* * * o* * 

We have pointed out clearly what ought to be done : whether any action will 
be taken by anglers depends on the officers of the leading associations and 
clubs—it will soon be too late, 

* * ae * at 

A public meeting of the Marine Biological Association, presided over by the 
Vice-Chancellor, was held, on Saturday afternoon, in the museum, and amongst 
those present were Professors Macintosh (Aberdeen), Ray Lankester (London 
University), H. E. Moseley (Oxford), H. Odlin, and J. O. Westwood, Dr. 
Burdon-Sanderson, the Rector of Lincoln, the Provost of Oriel, the Master of 
University, &c. The proceedings were opened by the Vice-Chancellor, and 
speeches bearing on the different aspects were delivered by Professors Lan- 
kester, Moseley, Westwood, the Rector of Lincoln, and Dr. Burdon-Sanderson, 
and a local committee, with Mr. H. B. Poulton, M.A., as secretary, was formed. 
A vote of thanks to the Vice-Chancellor terminated the meeting. 

+ ae at ae ae 


Mr. Townsend, of Glasgow, got eighteen trout weighing 15lb. in Loch Leven 

the other day. 
* * * * * 

Mr. Stephen Ellis, an authority on Californian salmon, states the falling-off in 
the number of that fish is caused by seals, which kill mature fish, and Chinese 
and Portuguese, who kill the fry by millions in small mesh nets. 

* * * * * 


It may be considered superfluous to make any lengthened remarks in our 
journal on the beneficial effects of a change of air. Few men understand this 
better than anglers, who not only must, if dwellers in cities, change their air 
when following their favourite sport, but even when living near their lake or 
river, enjoy all the benefit of the purifying effect of water upon the atmosphere 
This is especially the case with running streams, the pursuit of angling upoa 
which is known to produce remarkable longevity. But, so far as is known to 
us, the causes of this beneficial operation have never been given to the public 
so clearly and, consequently, so usefully as in a pamphlet now before us, well 
and happily entitled, “The Science of Change of Air” (London: Tinsley 
Brothers, 8, Catherine-street, Strand), and written by David S. Skinner, M.D., 
of Bedford-gardens, Kensington. In this lucid brochure, all the influences at 
work are clearly described, and we have much pleasure in recommending it for 
the perusal of not only anglers, but also of all interested in the advancement of 
hygienic science. The days of bleeding and severe drugging are past and gone, 
and change of air is but seeking the old vis medicatrix nature. How to find 
this is the purpose of Dr. Skinner's able pamphlet. 

. ae * * * 

They must be good shots in Devonshire, or else some of them know how to 
draw the long bow. The correspondent of the Western Times, at Bradford-on- 
the-Torridge, says: ‘“‘ A man here a few days since saw three full-grown otters 
fishing with more dexterousness than is possible for man to show in the art. 
One of the otters came on land with a big eel, and the man threw a stone at 
him, which fortunately struck Mr. Otter a killing blow, and finished his de- 
structive fishing excursions for evermore. The man also struck otter the second 
with a stone, and considers he killed that one too, as he saw it floating down 
the stream in a lifeless manner, but could not get it out. No. 3 is still there, 
and will destroy a great number of the prime fish which, perhaps, would have 
found their way into our baskets. I hope his career will soon come to an 
=< * * * * * 

A few respectable members are wanted to complete the number (25—sub- 
scription, two guineas) for the Horton Fishery on river Colne, from Iorton 
Bridge to Wraysbury Bridge. Tickets can be had of Barrett, at Wraysbury 
Mill. We hear this is a good chance. 

* 





* * 


The number of salmon captured with rod and line in what are known as 
Association waters, on the Usk, in Monmouthshire, last month, was 233. This 
take of fish is unprecedentedly large, and greater than has been known for 
years. For the corresponding month of last year only 17 were captured. The 
bright weather of the past few days has, however, put a stop to the sport. 

* * * 


Messrs. Debenham, Tewson, and Co. have just had the letting of some very 
extensive shooting and fishing rights in Ireland put into their hands. There are 
15,000 acres of shooting, and lying within a ring fence. The shooting (over a 
mountainous country with lowlands) consists of grouse, hare, snipe, cock, wild 
duck, widgeon, teal, and rabbits ; and there is also the sole right of fishing in 


two miles of a well-known salmon river, the Owenmore, besides white-trout 
fishing in streams. In the winter time there is capital wild fowl shooting along 
the shore. The rent of the whole is only £125, or part can be taken. It isa 
good thing to know that the farm tenants are contented. 

* * * * 

Mr. Ellis Parr, of 16, Long-lane, E.C., is doing all he can to improve the 
fishing in the river Crane, at Isleworth, and is in want of an efficient river- 
keeper with some knowledge of fish-culture. Mr. Parr has put in some 
thousands of trout, which are doing very well. We got five the other evening, 
and never saw better-fed trout ; also between fifteen and twenty brace of dace 
ina few hours. The subscription is £2 2s. for the season, and the money will 
be used in stocking the stream, of which Mr. Parr has about three miles. 

* * * * * 

The Stone Fly (May Fly of Northern anglers) fishing has, generally speak- 
ing, been a failure in Yorkshire this year. The same may be said of the South 
of England May Fly fishing. Those who are not fortunate enough to get May 
Fly fishing will benefit by this, as so many trout are left to take the small fly. 
It is an ill wind which blows good to no one. 

ae ae ae at 3 

We learn that, though the Conservators of the Thames had the subject of 
fishing from Thames weirs under consideration at their last meeting, no deci- 
sion was arrived at. The trout-fishing season will soon be past. 

ae ae a ae at 


“W.H. P.” writes: “Would you kindly ask, through your Correspondence 
column, if any of the readers of the GAZETTE can give me any useful informa- 
tion as to the ponds in Bushey Park—which are the best, the fish to be 
caught, style of fishing, baits, &c. ?” 

x * * % x 

The Loch Tay Fishing (angling) may be regarded as all over for the season. 
The take has been 326 fish, which shows an improvement on that of last season, 
and also on those of some previous. Glasgow anglers fairly held their own, 
and some of them, as has been recorded, bettered former records. The majority 
of the salmon taken exceeded 15lb. ; twelve of them, indeed, weighed 28lb. 
each, while fourteen weighed 30lb. and upwards. The 326 fish captured came 
to a gross weight of 6,736lb., being close upon 211b. per fish, an improvement 
in weight on the takes of the three preceding seasons. Six years ago the 
average weight of the Loch Tay salmon reached 23l]b., the highest weight 
witained in the course of the last thirteen years. So far as can be estimated 
from the take at Loch Tay, the salmon are not decreasing in weight, the 
average over the last ten years being fully at the rate of 20lb. per fish. 

* * * * * 


A correspondent who has been staying at Mrs. Fenton’s, Ellem Cottage, Duns, 
N.B., on the Whitadder, writes : ““ Ellem Cottage stands within its own grounds, 
at a distance of about three hundred yards from the river, amidst most magni- 
ficent scenery. The river is full of trout, and sea-trout fishing is plentiful 
from August till the end of November. The fare from Berwick to Duns is 
1s. 6d., and if advised, a conveyance will meet you at the station. Accommo- 
dation : Seven beds, for the convenience of gentlemen ; two sitting-rooms, two 
coach-houses, stabling for three horses, and bedrooms for grooms. The 
charges are very moderate : 5s. 6d. per day includes everything, served in first- 
class style, and liberally. Liquor to pay for. A conveyance is kept for the use 
of anglers staying at the house. P.S.—This is a private hotel.” 





THE ANGLERS’ CLUB OF IRELAND. 


(From our Irish Correspondent.) 





Dublin, Tuesday. 

THE first general meeting of this club was held to-day in the Four 
Courts, to appoint officers for the coming year, and to consider and 
adopt the necessary rules and regulations for the club. The chair was 
taken by John Malcomson, Esq., solicitor. The draft rules were 
then submitted by Mr. G. O. Malley to the meeting and discussed, 
and after some necessary amendments they were adop ed and ordered 
to be printed. The list of those who had subscribed to the under- 
taking, of whom the majority had paid in their subscriptions, was 
then read as follows :— 


Vice-Presidents : Colonel King-Harman, the Solicitor-General for Ireland ; 
Cecil Whyte, D.L., Hartley Manor, Carrick-on-Shannon. ates 

Names of Original Members: George Orme Malley, Q.C.; William Arm- 
strong, Austin D. Cooper, Robert N. Barron, solicitor, South Frederick-street ; 
Walter Keatinge, Sybil Hill, Clontarf ; Joseph P. Swan, Lower Dominick- 
street, and Hanaper Office; James Latchford, John M‘Sheehy, Thomas B. 
Apjohn, J. C. Doran, solicitor ; Henry Martley, Frederick Kennedy, Thomas 
Fitzgerald, B. Corles Vatlumney, J. C. Smith, Edward Dalton, Stephen’s-green ; 
Francis Dubedat, David T. Arnott, Jrish Times office ; Frank B, Cooper, 
E. Greene, Alfred ©. Courtney, Clontarf and Middle Abbey-street ; Arthur 
Samuels, C. A. Loverock, W. E. Crofton, B. P. Trevelyan, Thomas Gunning, 
Charles Brady, B.L.; Arthur L. Barlee, solicitor ; William De C. Duff, Corrig 
Castle, County Dublin ; John Dogherty, solicitor ; John Malcomson, solicitor, 
Bank of Ireland; J. P. Hughes, Thomas Hewson, B.L.; Hon. Arthur W. 
Browne, Percy Maynard, Michael Kavanagh, solicitor, Stephen’s-green ; Lewis 
Riall, Old Coma-hill, Bray ;G. Garstin Robinson, John A. French, 7, Steven’s- 
green ; E. Ross Todd, Foxrock ; Captain Beamish, Dromore West, Sligo wire 
Palmer, Sligo ; J. E. Ward, Broadstone ; W. G. Skipworth, North Wall ; Charles 
Cottingham, County Galway : The MacGillicuddy, Andrew Armstrong, Major 
Leech, Fitton House, Cork ; Major Gamble, Mount Jerome ; Alexander Holmes, 
B.L. ; H. Vincent Jackson, Merrion-square; W. K. Clay, solicitor, Meadow 
Bank, Terenure ; George D. Ferguson, Howth ; Abraham B. Belas, solicitor ; 
Alex. Taylor, M.D. 

The officers of the club for the coming year were then elected. e 

Vice-Presidents : The Right Hon. Samuel Walker, Q.C., Attorney-General ; 
Colonel E. R. King-Harman, M.P. ; Charles Cecil Whyte, D.L. imps 

Committee: H. Vincent Jackson, J.P.; Alexander Taylor, M.D.; H. G. 
Skipworth, George Orme Malley, Q.C. ; Arthur Hughes, The MacGillicuddy, 
Arthur D. Cooper, Robert H. Barron, Major Gamble, Joseph E. Swan, Francis 
Du Bedat, Arthur Samuels, Charles Brady, the Hon. A. C. Browne. 

Secretary and Treasurer ; Thomas Hewson, B.L. oie 

A vote of thanks to the chairman was proposed by Mr, Keating Clay, and 
seconded by Alexander Holmes, B.L., and the proceedings terminated. 

Among the original members, whose names are given above, are some of the 
keenest angling sportsmen in Ireland, and many of them will be recognised by 
Waltonites at the other side of the Channel. The club will be carried on 


292 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


|[JunE 20, 1885. 


= * 





vigorously, and this attractive sport, which has been hitherto allowed to fall in 
the background in Ireland—a country peculiarly suited to its practice—will in 
future be pursued with a system and zest which will quickly place the Anglers’ 
Club of Ireland ina leading position among associations of this kind, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 





FRESHWATER FISHING NEAR MARGATE. 


Srr,—In reply to your correspondent in your issue of the 13th instant, inquiring 
as to whether there is any river fishing near Margate, I may at once say there is 
none—that is to say, worth having. 

Iwas twice at “Grove Ferry” last week—not that I should have gone a second 
time, except that I was deceived by one of the Margate boatmen, who said that he 
could get from the river “Stour” in a boat and come out at the Reculvyers, and that 
there were plenty of trout to be caught there in a net. 

After walking two or three miles from Grove Ferry to a place called “ Sarre,” I 
found a stream, or rather a ditch, intersected by various sluices, and after again pro- 
ceeding two or three miles across the marshes, I fell in witha decent fellow at work, 
who told me that he had known the marshes there for twenty years, and had “never seed 
such a thing as a trout, tho’ he had netted the water off and on during all these 
years, and he doubted whether there were any fish to be found bigger than a couple of 
ounces.” 

Ithen retraced my steps to the river “Stour ” by “ Plucker’s Gutter,” and walked 
along the banks to catch the train at Minster. The tide was coming up, and I found 
the whole surface of the river covered with a beastly seum which would have en- 
tirely prevented fishing had there been any fish to catch. The bottom of the river 
was nothing but mud, and no decent fish worth catching would lie there. I heard 
at the ferries that sometimes an eel of small dimensions might be captured, and 
sometimes a stray roach of three or four ounces or thereabouts. 

As your correspondent, ‘A. J. P.,” is evidently a bottom fisher, I should recom- 
mend him to go off in a boat at Margate, and dab for fiounders and flat fish ; or, if he 
is fond of wading at this season of the year, to hire a push net and go out-shrimp- 
ing, which would be more profitable, except in imagination, than vexing himself 
about freshwater fishing.—I am, &c., 


London, 15th June. AN OLD FISHERMAN, 


FISHING AT FOLKESTONE. 

Sir,—Thinking that some of your numerous readers may be spending some part 
of their holidays at this favourite sea-side town, it may interest them to know that 
there is some good sea-fishing to be done if they only go the right way to work. 
Two friends and myself have been out bottom-fishing this last week, and have had 
some wonderful good luck among the pouting, congers, and pollack. Ihave had 
also some good evenings’ sport at whipping for pollack, and afriend of mine took ten 
large ones the other evening ; and we are now looking forward for a turn amongst 
the bream and bass—a few of which have been taken. 

I may also mention that the Folkestone Piscatorial Society have leased the Canal 
from the Hythe Corporation for a term of five years, and intend to restock it with 
fish not already there. It contains at present, roach, rudd, bream, and jack, all in 
large quantities (although the jack do not run large), and any angler might go 
further and fare worse than by combining a week’s sea and freshwater fishing at 
Folkestone and Hythe. 

Noticing your remarks in your last issue as to the hotels, [may mention that our 
club-house, the Rose Hotel, Folkestone, is one that an angler can be comfortable at. 
Our meetings are held there the first and third Wriday in each month, at half-past 
eight inthe evening. I need hardly mention that we shall be glad to see any of 
Izaak Walton’s followers, and that they can always rely on a jolly welcome. 

Through the death of old Baker we have lost our king of salt-water boatmen ; 
but Jesse Wooderson has taken his boat, and he knowing a great many of the old 
man’s fishing spots, anyone employing him can always look forward for a good day’s 
fishing. 

Any further inquiries from any of your readers I shall be glad to answer.—I 
am, &c, T. J. HARRISON, 

Hon. Sec. Folkestone Piscatorial Society. 








FISHING IN AYRSHIRE AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS. 

Str,—As I proposed, I now send you particulars as to how any of your many 
correspondents could get some -very «good fishing at a cheap rate for salmon, sea- 
trout, whitling, and yellow trout ; so anyone who wishes to spend a month must first 
book to Carlisle, and then take train to Parton (Portpatrick line), and fish some of 
the many lochs and streams that run in this district. Anyone that goes about it in 
the right way would have no difficulty in getting permission to fish on plenty of 
preserved water, So we will suppose our angler has had a few days at Parton ; he 
must then travel on to Stranraer, and put up at the King’s Arms Hotel (Mr. McRoberts 
proprietor), and tell him what is wanted, and he will get permission on some good 
water for anyone staying with him. And the faeter (Mr. Grege) to the Earl of 
Stair is very generous in giving a day or two on a very good stream that is a few 
miles down the line to Girvan ; but our angling friend will be put into the way of 
good fishing if he leaves himself entirely in Mr, McRoberts’s hands. Our friend 
must now leave Stranraer and take train to Girvan, and put up at the King’s 
Arms Hotel (T. Lees, proprietor, and a right good sort he is—a good angler, and a 
first-rate companion on the river). ‘ 

The fishing is on the Girvan river, and there is a charge of 12s. 6d. per month for 
the fishing, which is salmon, sea-trout, whitling, and yellow trout, the latter 
numerous, but seldom exceed half a pound. The sea-trout and whitling fishing is 
first-rate, and, another great thing in its favour, it is just near to the hotel ; in fact, 
I have killed lots of whitling aad sea-trout within two hundred yards of it. The 
way to be successful in this portion of the river is to catch the tide when it is full, 
and then walk up the river to the mill, about half a mile, and fish down, and follow 
the tide as it falls, as the sea fish come up with the tide and drop back again with 
it. Unless the water is very large, they do not take at all well when the tide is 
coming in ; in fact, it is useless to fish then, for the advancing tide covers up all 
the streams. Butmy worthy friend, T. Lees, would give our angler all the informa- 
tion he would require, and, if not too busy at home, go and fish with him (and no 
better companion could he have), and would, Iam sure, get him a day or two upon 
that fine salmon and sea-trout river, the Stinchar ; it is all preserved water, and no 
better fishing than this canbe had in the county of Ayrshire, I believe. Mr, 
Francis Francis, when he was at Ballantrae, respecting the salmon fisheries, said 
“it was one of the finest spawning rivers for salmon he ever saw in his life.” Flies 
suitable for the Girvan river can he procured from Mr. Alexander Telfer, iron- 
monger, just near the hotel ; but I. always found my own trout-flies killed better 
than the rough-dressed Seotch flies. March Brown, male and female, Red Quill 
Gnat, Duns of all shades, Orange and Waterhen, Partridge, Spider, and Cornerake 
Fly will all kill trout on the Girvan and all other rivers [ speak of. Flies for sea- 
trout and whitling Mr, Telfer has a good assortment of, and being a good and keen 
angler himself, he knows what is suitable for the water, The best killers with 
me, both on Girvan and Stinchar, were—Ist, light Woodcock wing, red and yellow 
bodies ; 2nd, dark Grouse wing, and black body ; 3rd, Starling wing, black hackle 
and body ; 4th, Teal wings, and red, yellow, and green bodies, All the above flies 
have more or less gold tinsel upon them. As to salmon flies, Mr. James McGarva 
would, I am sure, dress anyone a few good flies, proved killers on Giryan and 
Stinchar, for no better salmon-fisher than Mr. McGarva ever threw line on either 
river. -The river is very easily fished, as nearly all the banks are free from trees 





and bushes, and Iam sure anyone visiting this district will have no occasion to 
regret doing so, as there are lots of fish, and anyone who can fish at all will catch 
plenty, of course, providing the water is anything like in order. The best time for 
Girvan and Stinchar is August, September, and October, and I hope to be there my- 
self then. Mr. Lees was going to apply for a ticket for the river for anyone staying 
with him to fish gratis, but whether he has succeeded or not I cannot say. The next 
river our angler must journey to is the Ayr river (train to Ayr), and put up at the 
Queen’s Hotel (J. W. Lawrence), proprietor, and he could fish in the lower portion of 
the river, about two miles up from the sea. The fishing is fair—yellow trout, first- 
class quality, and the chance of a sea-trout or whitling ; and, after giving the water 
a day’s fishing, he could take a train to Dalmellington, and have a day or two.on 
Loch Doon, but must write to the landlord of the Eglinton Arms Hotel for boat, 
and trap to drive him to the loch—four miles, and Iam sure he would enjoy this 
trip ; good fishing and beautiful scenery. He must now leave Ayr, and take train 
to Cumnock, and put up at the Dumfries Arms Hotel, and the landlord will get him 
a day or two on some preserved water below Cumnock; but the fishing above, for 
about two miles, is open, and very fair fishing. Our angler must now leave Ayrshire, 
and begin to journey towards England; so he must take the train to Carstairs, and 
then on to Elvanfoot on the L. and N. W. Railway, and he will get fairly comfort- 
able apartments (no hotel) at Mrs. Critchton’s, the Old Toll House, and he can haye 
some of the finest trout fishing (within one hundred yards of his apartments) ascan be 
got free in the kingdom on the river Clyde. He can fish either up or down ; but up 
is the best, for the farther you go up the less the river is fished—you can go up for 
miles and never see a soul for days together. The river is one succession of pools 
and streams, and the trout are of the finest quality. I do not know any fish that 
surpass the Clyde trout in this portion of the river for uniform size and quality. I 
think myself they are better trout by far than the Tweed fish—grand river that it 
is. The best flies are March Brown, male and female, Blue Duns, Teal wing and 
black body, and the Corncrake, and, in fact, almost any dark fly will kill on Clyde 
if it is anything like in fishing order. I know no nicer river than this to fish, as 
from Hlvanfoot for at least five miles up the river there is not a tree or bush upon 
the river side, as it runs through some of the wildest pastoral lands in the south of 
Scotland. Thescenery is not very wild, but itis so quiet all up the valley, you never 
hear anything, only the calls of different birds, and now and then, perhaps twice a 
day, you may hear the whistle of a passing engine in the distance. I am sure any- 
one visiting this district will regret leaving it—that is, if he likes quietness and 
solitude ; in fact, I should advise anyone who should visit this district to come here 
first, and then go direct to Girvan. So I have given our friend, I think, a fair 
description of the route to take and the sport to expect, and it rests entirely with 
himself if he does not have a good month’s fishing.—I am, &e., 


43, Kempster-street, Lower Broughton, Manchester. W. H. MAcaunay, 





A-QUERY ABOUT THE WAVENEY. 

Sir,—Will youn kindly insert the following in next week’s GAZETTE? Are there 
any good dace in the upper part of the Wavency, between Beccles and Bungay ?. 
What are the favourite files in use in July and August ?—I am, Xe., - a 

YRO. 





WILL SALMON TAKE THE FLY WHEN MIST IS ON THE WATER?. 
Srr,—I should be glad if you, or some of your readers, would inform me whether it 
is a fact that salmon never take a fly when a mist lies upon the water—I mean the. 
sort of mist like cotton wool, which curls over the river and meadows in the early. 
morning after a previous hot day? I haye often seen salmon rising and rolling in 
such a mist, but have always been told that it is useless to throw a fly over them 

until it clears off.—I am, Xc., VINCENS. 
[ Mr. Kelson says he has often tried ; but only once succeeded (using a White Fly) 
under the circumstances referred to.—ED. | ; A 


COPPER WIRE AS JOINT FASTENING. ot ah 
Sir,—Might not a piece of stout untwisted gimp (as inclosed) give “ Wax End ’ 
a wire to suit his purpose? I should think it strong enough for his purpose, and 
there is no doubt as-to the flexibility. 
Thanking you for all the information gained from the “ F, G.,”—I am, &c., 
Camden-road, N.W. Wenb th 
[¥ine copper wire does very well.—ED. | : 


SEA AIR AND TROUT-FISHING WANTED. “ait 
S1r,—Can you, or any of your correspondents, recommend to me seaside quarters 
for a fairish party during the month of August, or part of August and part of 
September next, where the advantages of the seaside for children can be joined with- 
fly-fishing ? ; tis wares eerie 
‘The quieter the place the better, since I always consider the more the children 
run wild the better; and I may say, for my own part, that I have a decided 
objection to anything approaching collars or waistcoats when away for my holiday, 
—I am, &e., “4 
Birmingham. ; _ Aprin Dun. 
[We advise “ April Dun” to consult the “ Angler’s Diary.” There is fair trout- 
fishing to be had near Whitby, also near Aberystwith, Barmouth, Torquay, Teign-. 
mouth, Lynmouth, and Aberdovey. If ‘ April Dun” has not been to Lynmouth, we 
advise him to go there.—ED. ] - 








THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.—FURTHER RAILWAY CONCESSIONS. 
Sir,—I am pleased to state that the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway 
Company have granted, in addition to London Bridge and Victoria, the issue of. 
anglers’ cheap tickets from New Cross, Penge, Peckham Rye, and Clapham Junction, 
at the same fares as from London Bridge and Victoria stations—I am, &e., . _ 
R, GHURNEY, sec, 
A NEW ANGLING CLUB. aT 
Srr,—A few fishefmen and their friends have decided to form, for fishing and 
social intercourse, a club which they propose to call the “ Castle” Piscatorials. The 
title, however, election of officers, and all matters in connection with the constitu- 
tion of the club, will be discussed at a preliminary meeting, to be held at the under- 
mentioned address on Tuesday, June 23rd, at 7 p.m. ‘ = 
To this preliminary meeting I am instructed to give you a very hearty invitation, 
and hope to be favoured with your presence. pe they f> 
AGENDA.—1. To decide title of club. 2. To elect officers. 8. To draw up draft 
rules. 4. And on other business.—I am, Xc., PE. LANGLEY, hon. sec., pro tem, 
The “ Castle,” Opposite Farringdon-street Station, June 13th. 





SALMON IN THE TRENT.—THE RIVERS OF NEW “ZHALAND,*» 
Sir - The heavy rain on Monday flushed the river up nearly 4ft., putting.a stop to 
angling for the week. Only one salmon was hooked on Saturday, and, that broke © 
away. Several good fish have been hooked at Colwick, Mr. Raven getting hold of 
three in one day, and only killed one, the others fouling him and breaking away. 
The river is now in good order for the opening day, which many are anxiously 
looking forward to. Barbel and other coarse fish seem very forward this year, and 
there is every prospect of good sport. : 5 i 
An old angling friend of mine sends some bad news from New Zealand : the rivers 
are nearly all dried up, and fish dying by thousands, through a long drought.— 
Ian, &e., 
June 15, AWW 





THE MUNDELLA ACT. 4 71O3 UG 
S1r,—I write once again to condemn the Mundella Freshwater Fishery Act, as it 
allows wnspawned fish to be taken, and opens too soon to give the bulk.of coarse fish 
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What is wanted is, April to be open and June closed. 
ence has proved to be right five years out of six—I am, &c., 
June 13th, . 


This my experi- 
F, Macom. 


WHAT ARE MOOR-GEDS? 


Srr,—Angling in the Exe and Barle has been satisfactory during the latter part of 
May and the beginning of June. The streams happened to be in good order at 
Whitsuntide, and some fair baskets of trout rewarded fishermen who came all the 
way from London to visit the upper waters of the Exe. The May Dun has been out 
strong fora fortnight. I have not seen a May Fly yet, but “Sarbut’’ says he has. 
Low water and bright sun renders trout-catching by day most difficult indeed. Is 
not this the worst month in the year, owing, probably, to the superabundance of 


- feed? 


Lbelieyve the resuscitated angling association at Dulverton isa success. They have 
a nice stretch of water. The hon. sec., Mr. J. H. Beere, is everything that the ruling 
spirit of a fishing club should be. One bit of criticism I must be allowed. I take 
it that waters are-preseryed in the interests of sportsmen, and not to accommodate 
pot-hunters and men who sell their fish ; therefore I think the Dulverton Angling 
Association made a great mistake when they, the other day, rescinded their rule 
forbidding fishing between 11 p.m. and 4a.m. Permit me to state my opinion that 
no sportsman angles for trout in the, dark, which is tantamount to shooting birds 
sitting. 

With reference to the note in last week’s “F. G.” about the Yeo river, at Mollam 
Station, and its recent invasion by quite a crowd of anglers, the most important 
incident was not mentioned. On that occasion (Whitsuntide) the trout were not 
inclined to impale themselves on the hooks hurled towards them, so the spurt-net 
was introduced on the scene ! 

Turning from grave to gay, how is this for a piscatorial anecdote? X. goes a- 


fishing on a hot summer’s day; the water is low. Being a semi-professional, he 


knows it is one of those days for throwing your hat in. But up thestream he goeth, 
more with a view to observing the beauties of Nature, together with improving his 
knowledge of fish and flies, than of deceiving the former with imitations of the 
latter. At the tail of a “stickle” X. observes a trout, of about 3lb., evidently 
incommoded by the attitude of another trout, which might weigh {lb., that he held 
in his mouth pick-axe fashion, or cross-wise. The larger fish was very much pre- 
occupied—the smaller one could not just then attend to trifles ; so X. was 
unnoticed, Moreover, he was behind the pair, and kept his body lowdown. Quickly 
rigging up his minnow tackle, he slung a little Totnes at the trout, and, after two 
or three whisks, he fouled the one about to be “ offered up,” and jerked him to grass. 
The big trout kept his place, being, doubtless, a little weary with his recent exertions; 
so X. flung out his drag once more, grappled him by the back fin, and deposited him 
on the bank by the side of his intended victim. 

This must be true, for X. told it me himself.—I am, &c., HELWR. 

P.S.—Can you, Sir, or any of your readers, tell me what to class a “ moor-gid,” or 
“moor-gad,’ as? I refer to the small fish so often caught in the Exmoor streams, 
haying bars or finger-marks upon their sides. They are not parr ; are they hybrids? 

[We think they are probably hybrids ; but perhaps “ Helwr” willsend usa few to 
examine,—ED, | 


CROSS-LINING LOUGH CONN. 


Sm,—Whilst cordially agreeing with your Ballina correspondent’s condemnation 
of the cross-lining now rampant on the once famous Lough, allow me to add a word 
of further protest against the bad example set by two Manchester anglers—Messrs. 
Turner and Stanley—who have been sweeping the Lough for a whole fortnight with 
cross-lines. They, no doubt, hold the license which entitles them to engage in this 
unsportsmanlike pot-hunting; but it is the duty of all angling visitors to this 
district not only to discountenance cross-lining, but also to refuse to employ those 
boatmen who practice it. Some excuses may be found, perhaps, for those poor 
fisher-folk who eke out a precarious living on the shores of LoughsConn and Cullen ; 
but what is to be said in defence of English visitors who adopt this nefarious 
method of getting fish? That the fishing is being utterly destroyed by these cross- 
lines cannot be either doubted or denied, and what the result will be can easily be 
understood. Lough Conn will, in future, be avoided by all fair anglers who do not 
care to waste both time and money. As a sample of what is going on, take last 
Thursday, when all the best spots in both Loughs were swept by cross-lines at day- 
break, and although, later in the day, four boats with fly fishermen were upon “ the 
strand,’”’ the cross-liners ran over it at intervals in front of the rods, to the great 
disgust of us all, and to the utter destruction of all chances of sport with the fly. 
Thanks to the example of those Manchester men, I wassolicited by an owner of a 
cross-line to go out with him for a few days’ lining, and he was quite astonished at 
my indignant refusai to have anything to do with him or his poaching machine. He 
very naturally remarked that if two “ perfect gentlemen” like Mr. Stanley and Mr. 
Turner worked a cross-line, I need not be offended at being asked to do the same! 
1t isa thousand pities that this superb inland sea should be ruined asan angler’s 
resort, and I sincerely hope that these timely protests may be productive of good 
results. There are plenty of salmon in the Moy, but the water is so very low 
that they rise badly, and only two catches are fishable at all. The cold winds 
have also kept the fish from taking a fly, and until we get rain and a change of 
wind very little will be done with rod and line on the Moy. By dint of early 
rising my own sport has been fair.—I am, &c., : 

Bromley, Kent. C. W. GEDNEY. 

[We are very glad Mr, Gedney has called attention to this matter, When will 
proprietors of Ivish fisheries and proprietors of hotels who wish to attract 
angling tourists recognise the fact that anglers forsake any district where it 
is known that the cross-line or the otter is used ?—ED. ] 


HACKLES AND BUSTARDS. 


Srr,—I regret that none of your many readers have thought it worth while to 
give us their opinions as to the difference between “ furnace” and “ Coch-a-bonddu”’ 
hackles, but trust that some may yet be induced to do so. 

You describe in last Saturday’s FISHING GAZETTE “ Random Randolph” as a fly 
dressed “ with a furnace hackle and fiery metallic body.” From this I presume you 
consider the hackles as identical, as the flies (R. R.) I have this morning received from 
Mr. Rowe, of Barnstaple, are dressed with about the very blackest-tipped Coch-a- 
bonddu hackles I have ever seen. 

_E, Gosling can get poor Dick Routledge’s bustard flies from his widow by writing 
to her at 4, Ferguson’s-lane, Carlisle. His patterns were excellent,—I am, X&c., 

Neath, June 16. N.S. W. 

[ Rowe’s fly is dressed with a very dark Coch-a-bonddu. We wrote the description 
from memory. A furnace hackle has a black list down the centre, with red points, 
not black. Mr. Kelson’s white Coch-a-bonddu has a black list, black points, and is 
white where the Coch-a-bonddu is red.—ED. | 


GRANTS OF FISH, 

Srr,—I am under the impression that I lately saw in the “ F.G.” a statement that 
grants of fish were made by a certain society, of which I do not remember the name, 
for the purpose of stocking club waters. I shall be much obliged by your inform- 
ine me if this is the case, and if so to whom application for grants should be made ? 
—Iam, Xc., 

Bristol, June 15. Hon. SEC. 

[ One of the objects of the National Fish Culture Association is to make grants of 
fish to subscribers. ‘“ Hon. Sec.” should write to Mr. W. O, Chambers, the Secretary 
N.F.C.A., Aquarium Department, Inyention Exhibitions, South Kensington,—Ep. | 





ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


The fifth annual dinner in connection with this society was held on Wednesday 
evening at headquarters, the George and Dragon Hotel, High-street, Acton, Dr. H, 
B. Lingham (president) in the chair, Mr. W. Eydmann (chairman) in the vice-chair. 
About forty sat down to an excellent spread provided by host Brooks (treasurer). 
The room was suitably adorned with cases of stuffed fish and fishing-rods, &c., for 
the occasion. Grace having been said, the chairman proposed the usual loyal and 
patriotic toasts, which were heartily responded to. The chairman said the next toast 
was that of the evening, “ The Acton Piscatorial Society,” and he was very pleased 
to propose it. These angling societies were increasing all round, and were becoming, 
he was happy to see, institutions of the different places ; there was no doubt that if 
it had not have been for such societies as these, angling would have gradually fallen 
away. As they would hear from the secretary later on what the members had been 
doing during the last season, he would not detain them, but at once ask them to 
drink cordially-to the “ Success of the Acton Piscatorial Society,” coupling the name 
of its chairman, Mr. W. Eydmann. Mr. W. Eydmann returned thanks for the hearty 
manner in which it had been received. They had now been established five years, 
during which time he was pleased to say they had been able to maintain their posi- 
tion ; and although not numerically strong, those who did belong to it were good 
members and good anglers, A day’s fishing was one of the most enjoyable outings 
a man could have, and it would be found, as a rule, that anglers were most patient 
and persevering men. It was his earnest wish that the society should be better 
supported, and he hoped to see it strengthened in the future. On behalf of the 
members he begged to thank them for their hearty good wishes, Mr, Evans (chair- 
man of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society) next proposed, ‘Success to the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society.” That was the first year of his being a 
member of it, but he thought it was one of the most useful societies they could have. 
He thought anglers on the Thames would come very badly off without their valuable 
assistance. He begged to couple with the toast the name of Mr, Brougham, its 
secretary. Mr. Brougham, on rising to respond, was warmly applauded. He said 
he remembered, 12 months ago, when he had the pleasure of dining with 
the members of the Acton Piscatorial Society, that he went away with the 
full intention, if again invited, of putting in an appearance. Before 
making any remarks, he would ask Mr. W. Hydmann to read a letter 
received from the president of the T.A.P.S. This having been done and applauded, 
Mr. Brougham said he thought they had proof there that the head of the society 
had his heart in the work, and, he (the speaker) might add, his pocket as well. Mr. 
Hydmann had stated a day’s outing at fishing was a pleasure to the angler, even if 
he did not succeed in catching any ; and he could say it was a pleasure to his society 
to provide them with sport, which, he felt sure they would agree, was being done in 
their metropolitan river. The society had secured the abolishment of night lines, 
and they were now getting an immense body of trout in the Thames. During the 
present season anglers had been taking a large stock of those fish. Having referred 
to letters which had recently appeared in the Zimes as to the introduction of foreign 
fish into the Thames, he went on to say they wished to keep it asa trout river, and 
they had just introduced into their nursery at Sunbury a lot of these fish. The 
Thames Conservancy were always ready to help them to carry out their work. He 
was not there begging that night, although he had been a beggar all his life ; but 
he wished to lay the society open to the sympathy of every angler in the Thames. 
He was sorry to say last year’s balance-sheet showed a balance on the wrong side, 
and he would ask them not to forget the claims which the society had upon them, 
Let them support the society all they could in the way of money, and in return the 
society would do all it could in the way of work. Mr. Williams, the secretary, then 
read the weights of fish taken by the members during the season, which were not 
very heavy, owing in a great measure to the members going in more for specimen 
fishing. The prizes won during the season were then presented by the chairman as 
follows :—A prize for heaviest perch, Mr. F'. West; a prize presented by Mr. C. J. 
Dean for heaviest fish taken between Richmond Town Bridge and Kew bridge, Mr. 
G. Townsend ; a prize for heaviest roach, Mr. F. West; a prize for the heaviest 
barbel, Mr, E. Hydmann ; a prize for the heaviest trout in the Thames, Mr. W. Hyd- 
mann ; fox the first roach set up by club (seven vols. bound FISHING GAZETTE), Mr. 
F. West ; a prize for the heaviest weight taken during the season, Mr. W. Howell. 
Mr. W. Eydmann said it afforded him great pleasure to present the guinea he had won 
“ for the heaviest trout” to Mr. Brougham for the T.A.P.S., as he considered it was 
owing to the work of that society in having stocked the river that he was enabled to 
win it. Mr. C. G. Howell, in very suitable terms, then proposed ‘* The Health of the 
Prize-Givers,”’ coupling with it the names of Mr. H. J. Richardson and Mr. F. West, 
both of whom responded, stating they should feel great pleasure in renewing their 
offer of asimilar prize for this season. Mr. W. Hydmann proposed the next toast. 
He said it was that of “The Anglers’ Association.” They could hardly form any 
idea of the amount of work this Association did. It not only rented waters within 
easy distances from London, but provided keepers to look after them. Next to the 
T.A.P.S., this Association was one that anglers were most indebted to, It had also 
been the means of getting railway companies to grant privilege tickets at reduced 
rates, which was of an enormous benefit to the anglers, who were principally com- 
posed of the working classes, and by this means were enabled to get out into the 
country at trifling costs to themselves. Amongst those who worked the hardest in 
that Association was the gentleman who sat on his right, Mr. P. Geen. (Cheers.) 
His name was like his friend’s on the left, Mr. Brougham, a household word with 
every angler. In conclusion, he begged to couple Mr. Geen’s name with the toast. 
Mr. Geen first thanked them for having invited him from year to year to attend 
their annual dinner, but until the present something had always turned up to prevent 
his being there, The Anglers’ Association was an institution worthy of the respect 
of every angler, for it had achieved much in the past. If they felt the benefit of 
cheaper travelling, how much more did the great masses in London, who were able 
to save a few shillings to take them amidst the beautiful scenery of the country? 
Speaking of the good done by the Association, he instanced Sheffield, where they had 
no less than 240 angling societies, with 10,750 members. Ifit were not for such societies 
as Mr. Brougham represented they would soon fish their rivers dry, and have none to 
catch, and he did not think there was a body of men in existence so well served as 
the anglers of London. He went on to speak of the many advantages to be derived 
from joining angling societies, his remarks being greeted with loud applause. Mr. 
C. G. Howell then proposed “ The Health of the President, Dr. H. B. Lingham,” who, 
in responding, said the most important thing in active life was to be taken ont of one 
groove, and he knew of no sport that did that so well as fishing. In conclusion, he 
begged to propose “ The Health of the Officers of the Society,” coupling the name of 
Mr. E. Eydmann, who responded in very suitable terms. The toast of “The Visitors,” 
coupled with the name of Mr. Evans, of the W.P.P.S., was next heartily drunk, and 
responded to by that gentleman. The last toast was that of ‘The Press : 
FIsHInG GAZETTE,” which was spoken of in very high terms of the help it was to 
anglers by the information it contained. During the evening some capital songs 
were given by Messrs. Evans, Thibble, Oatley, Thwaites, Millard, W. Howell, i. 
Baker, T. Baker, Brooks, and Edgar, who also obliged with a comic song relating 
his experience of a day’s fishing, which caused much laughter and an encore, which 
he responded to, and with several others in a masterly way, during the evening. 
Mr. F. E. Blake accompanied the various singers with marked ability, and also 
accompanied Mr, Millard with the violin. 
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HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Those who have given these remedies a fair trial freely 












admit that they inherently possess every property suitable for healing and removing eruptions, ulcera- 
tions,! piles, abscesses, sores, bad legs, gathered breasts, and all disorders of the glandular system, 
When carefully rubbed in the Ointment relaxes the swollen muscles, diminishes inflammation, assuages 
pain, and even alleviates dangerous maladies which may have lasted for months, or even years. Hollo- 
way’s excellent preparations are effective singly, resistless in combination, and have been recommended 
oy grateful patients to bé re to ¢ ratives wh all other medns of regaining health have 
failed. Their action is temper 8 
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Inventors of Steeled 
Rods, &c., &c. 


Send for Samples. 


THE 
{6-PLAIT 








JS FISHING) 
TACKLE - 
Withoutithis Mark no 
Metal Centred Rods or 
Lines are genuine. 





Free to all Applicants. 


NEW ACME . 


DOUBLE- 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





London, 1883. 


We supply on the following Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


Huta eh TON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, sends (under date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“T have used the NEW ACME 
¥ Targa? mabe Lee tiapared for trout fishing) last season and this. ‘The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line), 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FoR 1T.—I am, yours faithfully, 


R. B. MARSTON.” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Jield) says :—“ Your Acme ‘ Improved’ line is 80 GOOD AND DURABLE that [ am using No, 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 
PINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. Iam recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” ON LABEL, F 


Manufactured by D. and W. UH. 


SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
GHAS “FAR ILOIW 2& iGo 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
New Patent Se aa Farlow’s 


Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 

eae) tae ec) FOR WOLDING 
: EYED TROUT 

FLIES & CASTS. 

The “PERFECT” 
Double 7 aper 
Solid Flaited 








TURNED DOWN 
EYED HOOKS, 


Cholmondeley 
Pennell’s. 


Flies Dressed on { 


these Hooke 6 Silk Trout Fiy 
8 f I ——_ = 
Patio 2 eke SS Line. 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOS, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN'S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


6 o 
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PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod."—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 


high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 
a  D 


CALEDONIAN HOveE- 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS: CLUB, is 
especiaiiy advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to thre club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICKES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. ; 

_ ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Héte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Te. and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bath in 
Aad ls, Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, ts, 6d. 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano spacious Dining, Billiard 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Seonaes Feo 5s. per days a datens 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. 


ae 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WO0D STOCK. 
THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &e. 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :-—~ 


THOMAS H, CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co,, Vermont, U.S.A, 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 








FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 





J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 








better in every way than any hitherto made. [) 

The Single and Double Hooks are especially SSeS 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and i , ee sean 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze Ss —— ECS 


colour, which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 


tempered. (PATENT NO. 15,730) 


Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they haye had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market, 

Jmproved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson's, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIHS, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ”? Eyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. 

Impioved Waterproof Braided Silk Lin’s, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability, 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “ Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “tatent” Regulating Reels—Strike-from-the- Winch ”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ringanda met, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. ; 

S Patented ” Spring Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
Nastening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner's “Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “ Registered” Seut Kasket.—* The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Aajustable Rod Holder (‘Patented’’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
THE HOOK OF THE FUT 


¥ 












NG-MAYS 


LONG 


LO 
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The above SNECKEY LIMERICK BEND EYED HOOKS—originally made and perfected by us in 
conjunction with the suggestions of many eminent Anglers—have attained a wide and well-merited 


reputation. Wegavethem the distinctive name of “ Hall’s Eyed Trout Fly Hooks,” under which 
name they are now being largely imitated by other makers. Against all imitations we wish to oaution 


s,s LATEST NOVELTY. 


GUT LOOPS SUPERSEDED BY HUTCHINSON & SON’S 


TAPER-EYED DOUBLE SALMON FLY HOOKS. 


Limerick Bend, Easily mounted. Neat and secure. Can be had from most Tackle Dealers, 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY. 


HUTCHINSON & SON, KENDAL. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


. Putney. 
45 "= Hammersmith, 
Add 50 Fr Barnes, 
55 2 Kew. 
75 i Richmond, 
80 re Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For TIMEs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 

Saturday, June 20... 7.38 585 8.6 

Sunday, vine i Le at Te nerd 8.37 ae 9,10 
Monday, nie AAO” nae om 9.45 Rae A 10,17 
Tuesday, Net 2o eas ae 10.51 ape nse 11.23 
Wednesday, ae ese eae 11.53 - ‘ 12.0 
Thursday, tp ae x eHG va 12.20 : 12.43 
Friday, a inn Prarie: 1.6 . 1.28 


ts River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
a 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


THE OPENING DAY. 

The commencement of the general angling season on Tuesday last was sure to 
bring some of tne anglers out ; but it was not a day in the week that would enable 
the bank anglers to pay their first visit. The result of a trip down the river from 
Staines will give some idea what was going on, though it may not supply final 
results as regards the catching of fish. 


Staines.—There were two punts out and two bank anglers. 


Penton Hook.—There were two bank anglers out, and in addition, a gentleman 
fishing with Charles Hone, of Staines, had got a barbel of 3lb. and had lost two 
tohers. Another boat had got a chub of 11b. and another boat nothing. 


Chertsey.—There was only one punt ont. 


Docket Point.—Mr. G. F. Bambridge, fishing with Jame Haslett, had got one 
barbel and one perch, and had lost two other fish. A gentleman with William 
Rogerson, had got eighteen roach, one dozen of gudgeon, and a bream of 1lb. 


Shepperton.—There were four punts out. 

* Halliford.—There was one punt out. 
Walton.—There were two punts out and two bank anglers. 
Sunbury.—There were two punts out, and one had got six brace of perch, 


Hampton.—There were three punts out, and one boat with the angler chub- 
fishing, who had taken four fish. 


Hampton Court.—A gentleman with Thomas Milbourne had got six chub and 


a couple of barbel, and another gentleman with T, Wheeler who had taken seven 
chub and three barbel. 


Kingston.—A gentleman fishing with John Johnson, sen. who had taken seven 
and a half dozen of roach and dace. 


Twickenham.—John Spong had caught four dozen of roach and dace and a jack 
of 24lb. There were four other punts out with about two dozen roach and dace in 
each. 

Richmond.—Job Brain had taken one dozen of roach, and Henry Mansell a carp 
of 4lb., and one dozen of roach and dace. The wind was north-east, and the water 
not in the best of condition. 

THE TROUT. 

Mr, Palmer, fishing with George Rosewell between Chertsey and Penton Hook, 
got a brace of good trout, weighing 11lb. Mr. Welsh, fishing with Alfred Stroud, 
has taken two nice trout, one weighing 8#1b., and the other 341b. Mr. H. Marston, 
at Chertsey, fishing with T. Poulter, one day got a trout of 5lb., and another day, at 
the same place, one of 71b. Mr, Dyer has also taken one of 21b. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The coarse-fishing season for the Thames opened on Tuesday last, and every station 
of note on the river was crowded with anglers, and professional attendants at a 
premium, The water has been in excellent trim for some time past, and good baskets 
of roach, chub, and perch accrued to both bankers and puntsters. At Benson, on 
Tuesday, two anglers took 12lb. of roach and 13lb. of chub each. At Wargrave, 
eatches individually of 16lb., 14lb., and 133lb. of roach, have been had. From 
Henley, my usual correspondent writes me: ‘Several killable trout have been had 
near Henley Bridge. Mr. Graham, at Marsh, a 4lb. beauty. Dr. Brooks, a brace of 
trout, also at Marsh weir, the best fish going 53l1b.—this is a feather in the cap of an 
old piscatorial gentleman of 84 years.” At Hambledon, Mr. Barnett has had two trout, 
4lb. 6oz., and 521b. respectively ; and Mr. Barton, seven trout recently with fly. 
Thames trout at last seem to be “on the fly.” An extraordinary show of barbel 
may now be seen at Marsh, scouring on the gravel. The Hurley waters on Tuesday 
had good contingents of bankers and puntsters, and all did well, and returned home 
beaming with quivers full of miscellaneous fish. Messrs. Collett and Cartwright, 
staying at Hurley, have recently had eels, trout, and perch ; but nothing of size to 
satisfy them. The Marlow, Maidenhead, and Bray reports are all good. 

Thursday Evening.—River in fine all round trim, and fish fairly on. Weather 
simply grand for fishing and boating.—_MARrLow Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The two first days of the season, from all I can learn, has not been productive of 
sport ; in fact, it is surprising the few anglers that have been out. J. Hoare has 
baited the barbel heavily, and only eels seem to have come to the banquet. I was 
out with a gentleman on the 12th at the trout ; two fish broke away. On the 13th, 
hooked another about 41b. We were just thinking about landing him, and was 
admiring his gorgeous complexion, when the hold of the hook gave way. The last 
of the trout fishing was better than the first. I have been out on the 16th and the 
17th ; five dozen dace first day, six dozen dace the second ; one hour at a swim for 
barbel, a trout 2lb., and hooked another. Those barbel jump so—puts the damper on 
a fellow.—G. LUMSDEN, 

: Thames (Goring). 

Water in good order for all-round fishing, but the fish are not on much, Perch 
are taking very well; jack not on much. Prospects look well for the next few 
days. My best day two dozen of very good perch, and five jack.—JOHN Rusu. 


Thames (Oxford). 


I have only heard of one chub of 3}1b., and a jack of 83lb. being taken. The 
Oxford Angling Society have been hard at the work of perch breeding, and with 
yery successful results, if the small portions of spawn which I have brought away 
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and hatched are to be taken as any criterion, A different plan, however, to that 
followed last year has been tried this season—viz., instead of using heavy Lund’s 
boxes, light handy willow hampers have been substituted, and these are not only 
the best from their great lightness, but they are the means of saving great expense, 
and are in every respect handier. Before long I hope to report that a quantity of 
grayling have been turned in, and if we can only quash the poachers, then the 
Oxford waters, good as they are now, will be equal to any on the whole of the 
Thames.—CHERWELL OTTER. 
Thames (Windsor). 

But few anglers were out.on the opening day compared with past seasons. Doubt- 
less the attractions of Ascot, coming at the same time, had a deal to do with it. 
Many went in for barbel, and baited swims well with worm, but they were 
grievously disappointed in the matter of sport. Barbel there were in plenty, and 
every few minutes they would show themselves, jumping and sporting about, intent 
on anything but taking hold of the bait. A few chub were had ledgering, but small, 
the best being taken with the Alder ané March Brown Fly—so small that they are 
not worthy of mention. A few jack were caught, but nothing over 3lb. Dace and 
roach appear to have afforded the best sport, but only with very fine tackle could 
they be persuaded to look at paste or gentles. I had expected to chronicle the death 
of-a few trout by ledgering, but they, too, were of the same frame of mind, though 
three had very narrow escapes at the hands of Lord Ashtown. Mr. Mullins and 
another gentleman, students at Eton College, with artificial baits, were on the 
point of landing their fish, varying from 2lb. to 41b. each ; but the fates willed it 
otherwise, and they live to fight another day, being more frightened than hurt. I 
am pleased to say no tackle was left in them. Water is still looking in good order, 
but rain would do good for all-round fishing.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


The advent of the coarse-fishing season brought a fair number of local anglers to 
the water-side, with a small sprinkling of visitors ; but owing to prevalence of cold 
winds and low water, I have not heard of any heavy catches. A few parties have 
visited the river head, but the sport has only been moderate. Messrs. Barker and 
Peace were trout-fishing the early part of the week, but the sport was rather indif- 
ferent. The fish have not taken the Green Drake so well this year—THOMAS 


FOorpD. 
The Bure (Norwich). 

The N.E. wind has not been in favour of good sport on this river, but still a large 
number of anglers have been out, and at all the stations they have met with good 
luck in the way of numbers ; but only in rare cases have the fish been worth retaining 
and the majority, I hope, have been returned to the water. A number of yachtsmen 
and anglers are now upon the water between Yarmouth and Coltishall, and should 
we be favoured with a warm wind I anticipate that the latter will be in their glory, 
if small fry satisfy them. If they have become become disgusted with the “ young- 
sters,’ which are such a pest, I would strongly advise them to try the Yare—say, 
Brundall, Buckingham, or Cantley—where, if they ask advice of the local fisherman, 
they will in all probability enjoy some fine sport amongst the beautiful roach which 
are to he caught at all these stations. If they prefer bream fishing, they had better 
go to Cantley, and fish down stream. The East Anglian Piscatorial Society held 
their first match at Fritton Decoy yesterday (Wednesday) ; but sport was very poor, 
Mr, Brown winning first prize with 141b. of fish, and in one instance I learned two 
partners fished for some time without a bite ; then one went to sleep, and the other 
caught an eel upon the sleepy one’s line, and that was the result of their united 
efforts. This result is a libel upon Fritton Decoy fishing, as good sport is nearly 
always to be had there. Prospects everywhere hereabouts good.—RoBERT MOLL, 


Chichester he iy: 

Enthusiastic anglers look forward as anxiously for the termination of the close 
season as a schoolboy for his holidays. Chichester is fayoured with salt-water 
fishing within easy distance, where the roach fisherman can keep his rod aired among 
the smelt and bass. The past few months have afforded excellent sport, as many as 
sixteen dozen being taken by one rod at one tide. Bass are now disporting, and 
yield excellent sport. The canal is in good condition ; a good depth of water and a 
fair colour, the stock of fish being enormous. The fine weather has lured many 
anglers to the waterside, the youthful fraternity having good sport among the small 
fry ; but the veterans have not been successful, but few sizeable fish coming to 
hand. A cold southerly wind is blowing this evening. With favourable weather 
there is every prospect of good sport.—GEORGE F. SALTER, 


The Dove. 

The coarse fish season has now commenced, and we have had a large number of 
rodsters out on the river since my last. Many of them have been dace fishing, and 
the fins have taken the maggot and cod-bait freely in the bottom. I hear also of 
several barbel being taken with the cod-bait. The fish are at present on the shallows, 
and they will remain in from three to four feet of water for another three weeks 
before going into the deeper swims. The May Fly is now fully on the water, and 
the trout are rising at it madly. The dishes have averaged five or six brace per rod 
—more on the best-preserved waters. It may be said that we are now at the very 
zenith of our trout-fishing season, and there is no better time than the present for 
visiting our river. The water just now is in splendid condition, and prospects of 
all-round angling could hardly be more favourable-—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisie). ; : 

What a rage there seems to be just now for bustard fishing. As a matter of fact, 
it has not been particularly good this season so far, hereabouts. I suppose the re- 
ference to itin the FISHING GAZETTE has made the stir. I have sent your corre- 
spondent, Mr. E. Gooling, a couple, but would rather refer your readers to Robert 
Strong, Castle-street, Carlisle, than give a description of them. Any fly-dresser can 
copy them. But bustard fishing is like most other kinds: there is one part in the 
fly, and nine in the angler. I may, perhaps, give a few hints to novices as to this 
style shortly. Mr. Slater killed a nice dish of very handsome trout on Tuesday 
evening with fly and bustard, and tells me he could easily have filled his creel had 
he fished late. Colonel Sharpe had about 6lb. the same evening. A good many fair 
baskets have been made, but I do not hear of the 20lb. and 25lb. lots that should 
not be uncommon at this time of year. I see one of your correspondents says he 
caught a minnow with a May Fly. Mr. Slater, when fishing with a small worm for 
trout the other evening, caught one of these greedy little beggars, and tells me he 
never knew it done before. On Wednesday the Eden Conservancy Board passed a 
by-law, altering the close season for trout. It will in future extend from Septe ‘- 
ber 2nd to end of February, excepting that rods may be used till October 15th. 
This ought to do good. It knocks fourteen days off the rod fishers, and two months 
off the nets, of which there are far too many in the district.—SILVER GREY, 


Esthwaite Lake. 


On Monday last a small party of four had a day’s pike fishing on the above water, 
and captured 198lb. The fish were not in so good condition as. might have been. 
wished, and Mr. Swainson (who supplied the tackle, boat, &c.) intimated that as 
the perch fishing season would come in on the following day, he would advise ac~ 
cordingly, Owing to the dryness, nothing done in “ becks.” Stone Fly plentiful. 


Esk (Whitby). 

The long-continued drought has had a prejudicial effect on the streams in this 
neighbourhood, some of the smaller ones being nearly dry. Angling operations have 
consequently been anything but active, and I have not heard of a single gcod 
basket. Mr. Proctor, Captain Dinsdale, Mr. Rhodes, Mr, Whitfield (of London), Mr, 
Andrews, Mr, Donkin, and others have been outa few times; but only a brace or 
two now and then rewarded their efforts. Some trout were caught up stream the 
other day, and on being opened were found full of freshwater shell-fish. The only 
salmon trout caught with the rod during the week was landed by Mr. 5. Chapman, 
Carr Hall, while fishing for trout, It weighed only about 14lb, On Wednesday 
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Lord Henry Phipps, Mr. W. H. Rhodes, and Mr, A. Andrew had a turn up Mulgrave 
Becks, which are strictly preserved ; but at the time of writing I have not heard the 
results of their day’s outing.—J. J. J. 


Exe and Barle (Dulverton Station). , 

It is now very difficult to take fish in daylight, the low clear water and bright 
sun rendering the fish extra shy, but those who care to stay by the river side as late 
as 10 p.m. and after, and use the White Moth and Coachman may generally expect 
sport. Trout being at this season in fine condition show excellent sport.—C. W. 
NELDER. q 

Fixe (Tiverton). 

The river is very low, little or nothing is done in the day ; at dusk a few fish are 
taken. Salmon fishing is ata standstill. Trout are plentiful but difficult to catch. 
To quote the Daily News of yesterday would apply to the Exe. Speaking of trout 
not taking the fly, it says “ We believe the fact is that trout are over-educated—they 
see too many artificial flies, &c."—Wm. MupFrorp. 


Exe (Exeter), ; 

Some good catches of trout have been taken during the last week with Red Palmer, 
Blue Uprights, and Moths, and a good number of fish have been taken generally. 
Since the opening day fair takes of perch and roach have been had in the river and 
canal ; in the latter water the best sport has been at Turf Hotel, where Captain 
Pearce has had a good many anglers acquitting themselves to theirs and his satis- 
faction. <A fuller report shall follow next week.—J. A. KELLEY, 


Ilfracombe. : 

Sea fishing has decidedly improved this week; the weather fine, with a steady 
breeze blowing from the S.E., has enabled the fishermen and visitors to sail or row 
down off Popple Cove Point, where they bring up, and after two or three hours’ fishing, 
they return with catches varying from 201b. to 301b. per boat, consisting of whiting, 
codlin, some fine bream, pollack, and conger ;-a large craw fish was caught on one 
of their lines, Several crabs have been taken from holes in the rocks under the 
Seven Hills, and lobsters are more plentiful. The Petrel and Vigilance trawling 
skiffs have had some fair catches of soles, plaice, gurnard, and bream. Those fishing 
with rod and hand lines from the jetty and the rocks off Compass Hill have caught 
some pout and bream. Weather fine and prospects good.—H, COMER, 


Lake Windermere. 

For the angler little has been done during the past week. Mr. G. I’. Braithwaite 
(author of ‘“Salmonide,”’ &c.) and myself have tried the most alluring baits 
imaginable, but with very moderate success. The dry weather has, of course, been 
detrimental, and the first May Fly noticed on the wing was on June 13.—W. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good condition now,and there were some nice roach taken on Wed- 
nesday ; and another had some very nice dace out of Black Pool; and the trout are 
knocking about. When the sun shines they lie close to the watercress beds.—WM. 


COWELL. 
Lea (Ware). 

The 16th was pretty well looked forward to amongst the natives, and the result 
has been very good. The water was in splendid condition, and not only natives but 
clubmen from London were to be seen trying their skill, for, indeed, it is skill now, 
as I “ guess and calculate” the roach that are got now have all. done a good school- 
ing. Mr. J. Bell, of the Good Intent, had a handsome show of roach and dace, and 
Joseph Baldock, of this town, has had good takes every day, fishing mornings and 
evenings ; but I would advise some one to give hima “measure” so that he knew 
the size to keep. The taking bait at present is paste. Chub have been showing 
well at the Boom, Mr, Brookwell says his was the largest trout taken out of the 
Lea, but Mr. Harrison, of this town took one in Hard Mead Cut going 133Ib. fifteen 


years ago.— HARRY PAGE, 
Lea (Tottenham). 

A good many anglers have been down during the week, and although no big bags 
have been made, there have been very few blanks. The most successful bottom 
fishers, both as regards quantity and quality of fish taken, have been Messrs. 
Wheatley and Thompson, who are old hands at circumventing Lea roach. Fly 
fishers as a rule have not done much—on an average, not more than a dozen fish per 
day falling to the best rods. Lovers of bream fishing should run down on a bright 
hot day and have a look at the bream in the lower pool. I imagine the size and 
number of fish to be seen would astonish them. Water in very good condition.— 
HACKLES RED. 

: . Leicester, 

Bright and enjoyable weather ushered in the opening of the coarse-fishing season 
in Leicestershire, and the commencement was, in every respect, a thorough success. 
Much as anglers may regret having to endure idleness for three months, it will, 
without doubt, be agreed on every hand that the Close Seasons Act does incalculable 
good to the finny tribes, and consequently must be the means of affording, from 
time to time, considerably better sport to the anglers than would be the case had 
not Parliament passed this beneficial measure. The weather, which is always an 
important item to anglers, could hardly have been better, the sun lending its bril- 
liant rays during the greater part of Tuesday, inducing those fond of sport with the 
rod and line to muster in very large numbers at the river side. The best fishing in 
the Leicester Society's waters was had among the perch, of which some nice lots 
were taken, the baskets averaging from 2lb, to 41b. Mr. J. Parsons showed eleven 
very fine fish, Roach were biting in a very quiet manner; but this may be 
accounted for owing to their only having spawned about three weeks since, there- 
fore this kind of fish are best left alone at present. A few pike were caught during 
the early part of the day, the largest that came under my notice weighed 6%lb. 
Mr. Blackwell was unfortunate enough to lose a pike whilst perch fishing with a fine 
gut bottom. The fish afforded about a quarter of an hour’s rare sport, but ulti- 
mately got away. From the Wreake, Barrow-on-Soar, and Narborough reports come 
to hand of large musters of anglers having been out on the 16th, and in some 
instances good takes of perch and dace were landed. Thursday being now a recog- 
nised weekly half-holiday at Leicester, a rather larger number than usual embraced 
the opportunity to get a half-day’s sport; but up to the time of writing no results 
worthy of being recorded had come to hand, The weather has every appearance of 
continuing fine. Waters are rather low. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now both in capital fishing condition, both having run clear, 
and a nice height, and are greatly improved since the rain. Both streams are in 
good fly-fishing order ; the fish are now well on the feed, and have been sporting 
freely at the fly, and some very good lots have been landed. The anglers of this 
district have visited both streams well this week. The best killing flies used on the 
water are the May Fly or Cadow ; Orl and Grey Drake in-the evening, after the 
Cadow has gone off. The worm and maggot have been used by a few gentlemen. 
The Arrow was fished on Friday by a gentleman with the maggot, but only landed 
two trout Goz. each. In the Lugg, the same day, a good basket of trout were taken 
by a gentleman with the Cadow. On Saturday, a gentleman tried the Arrow near 
to Stanton, and with the fly, took a few nice fish. A gentleman tried the Lugg near 
Aymestry, and caught a few good-sized trout with the Grey Drake. The Arrow was 
tried Hardisland on Monday, with the Cadow, and a nice lot of trout, averaging 7oz. 
each, were taken. A gentleman tried the Lugg with the Orl and Grey Drake, and 
caught five good-sized trout in a short time. On Tuesday, a gentleman was out on 
the Arrow, and took afew good trout with the fly. .A few fish were taken from the 
Lugg with the Grey Drake. The Pinsley is in good order. Some very good trout 
landed with the Cadow this week—Gwynnn. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 
The season opened here very successfully on Tuesday. Shortly after midnight a 
few anglers went to the Powder Mill Lock, where a good number of chub and perch 
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were taken, considering the number of bipeds about. There were also several small 


pike captured, but the majority were sent back to grow larger. The chub, as a_ 


rule, were taken with May Fly, and the perch with lob worm. According to custom, 
Mr. Gray, the courteous manager of the Powder Mills, regaled the anglers with break- 
fast. Below the town, too, there was good sport ; and one party, having carefully 
baited a well-known swim, were able to account for over a hundred fish, principally 
roach. Hach day during the week good baskets have been reported. The society 
will charge 6d. per day for towing-path tickets, which may be obtained from the 
Angel Hotel; aud itis hoped that the London contingent will feel no difficulty in 
this respect, as the whole of the money collected is devoted to the preservation of the 
river and improvement of the fishery, not a single officer being paid except the water 
bailiff and collector—YrE Mepway WATER Rat. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The season is opened once more for the pleasure of a great many who indulge in 


the fine sport of fishing. The water is in splendid condition ; but not many fish have — 


been taken considering the number of local fishermen on the banks (chiefly 
amateurs), but it is asa rule full early for roach ; though I saw some decent fish that 
were taken on the opening day by one of our local amateurs, I was down by the 
river the latter end of last week, during the hot days, and saw several splendid 
chub, roach, and rudd rise, which might have been taken with fly if tried for. The 
waters are full of fish again this season, and great prospects are anticipated for the 
season.—H, Rout. 
Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The weather during the past week has been simply beautiful for holiday seekers; 
but Iam afraid anglers will say it has been too hot, and certainly it has been far too 
bright. But there are still anglers to be found who can defy the weather, or, at any 
rate, they get fish, no matter what the weather may be, and the past week has been 
noexception. There are amongst those who have taken fish, Mr. Morris, of Marine- 
terrace, a very fine trout of 2lb. with the minnow ; Mr. Walters, of Cressage, three 
salmon, of 101b., 171b., and 231b. ; Mr. Roberts, of North-street, Castle Fields, sixteen 
very good roach and dace ; John Dickson, who is a. railway employé, took, on Mon- 
day, a chub weighing 2lb., a trout of 11b., and four roach ; Edwards, of Shrawardine, 
two salmon of 16lb. and 8lb. ; Mr. Ellis, on Thursday, trout, 11lb. 1loz., rough fish, 
6lb. 100z, The Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society held the last of their last year’s 
fixtures on Thursday, June 11th, or the first one of the present season ; but in con- 
sequence of the state of the Severn at Shrewsbury the number of visitors to 
Llanymynech was very limited, and the result of the day’s fishing eyen more so. Mr, 
Morris weighed in 81b, of rough fish, and Mr. Ellis 11b. 60z. of trout and rough fish 


besides. My, Brown took two trout that he did not weigh, which took two pounds. 


to draw the balance. ‘To-day there are between twenty and thirty anglers from 
Liverpool visiting Shrewsbury, and if men’s deserts are measured by their goodness, 
these gentlemen will certainly have very heavy creels to-night, and it’s the wish of 
all the local anglers that they should have. But the sun is too bright and the heat 
too great to admit of my prognostigating such results. Our friends have just 
weighed in their fish, and as I anticipated, sport was indifferent. But I feel sure, 
if they will give our waters another trial, they will do better, as the river was never 
so full of all kinds of fish SEVERN SALMON, 


Severn (Gloucester). 

Little trout fishing will now be done here until after the hay harvest. The streams 
are low and clear, and the fish are feeding in the swims, if the bait can be got to 
them without being seen. <A local angler had a nice take of five brace on Friday 
last, all taken with the maggot and red worm. The coarse fishing in the Severn has 
opened inauspiciously, as very high tides are on, and the water for the greater part 
of the day is very thick. While fishing for roach in the Over portion of the river 
Severn a local angler, a member of the Police Force, hooked and safely landed a 
bream of 3lb. 90z. This is the more noteworthy as the worthy sergeant was using 
a single horse-hair line, and he had no one to assist him with the handeuffs. Bream 
are rarely found in the river near Gloucester, as the water is too rapid for them, 
Some good roach have been taken from the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal, and also 
some very flne chub on the same water with the artificial fly, chiefly Red or 
Black Palmers. Anglers who are fond of good chub-fishing should try this water ; 
it is free for twelve miles from the city. The water is best fished with a double- 
handed rod, as it is very broad. SINGLE HAIR. 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). 

These rivers keep very low and fine, yet notwithstanding there have been some 
very good takes of fish with worm and minnow. Several of ours have been out, and 
done fairly well. One angler, spinning the minnow, captured a splendid trout of 
2lb. in the best condition, the fish giving good sport; also a perch of 1lb. weight 
with minnow—this fish was not in good condition. Another fisherman took five 
brace of trout with the minnow, these fish being all in good condition, The fisher- 
men using the fly don’t fare so well, a brace, perhaps two brace, per day only re- 


warding their exertions, One fisherman with the fly rose two trout at one throw, ~ 


and succeeded in landing them both—both nice fish of 80z. each. One may see plenty 
of trout feeding under the bushes ; they will just bob their noses to the surface of 
the water, suck in one of our Iiditor’s favourite “cusses,” then turnagain suddenly and 
show you their tail, with just so much contempt for your useless fur and feathers. 
F ly-fishing is at a discount at present, except at early morn or late in the evening. 
Some of the fishermen have commenced on the white fish. One angler, in the 
Nottingham style of fishing, and using the caterpillar, or, most probably, what you 
would call locust for bait, took a basket of chub in the rapid water below the weir 
at Lincomb. Others have had good sport; but the fish are in poor condition. The 
Stour has been successfully fished the last week ; some very nice trout have been 
landed. One angler got one fish a 1}1b., while others have had fish of smaller pre- 
portions, worms being the chief bait. As regards the weather, yesterday the sun was 
strong, to-day it isall an angler could desire.—H. HARP, hon. sec. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The waters around this district are all in good fishing order, having run clear and 
gone down to their ordinary level again. The Cadow has been on the waters, but 
to no great extent, except in certain localities, the Grey Erake being the selected 
favourite during this week, doing very considerable execution towards the close of 
the evening, after the May Fly had gone off. No sooner had the close season ter- 
minated than the next night a visit was made to the Corve or the Oney by the 
poaching fraternity, who returned to town at daybreak with a sack-bag containing 
a large number (many pounds) of trout, grayling, perch, and roach. These are 
hawked by the women during the day about the town, and are freely purchased by 
parties who really ought not to encourage such proceedings. Large numbers of 
anglers have visited the streams this week, and have returned with good baskets. I 
heard of a gentleman below the Moss House landing, on Tuesday, with the maggot, 
three trout, two grayling, and some fourteen perch, the largest of which weighed 
#lb. good. At the latter end of the week, in the Plowden District, the river was 
“bank-full” and very thick, owing to recent rains, and sport was very indifferent, 
On Tuesday, General Woodhouse had two brace; Mr. Fytche caught 4} brace, the 
remainder of the rods nil. In hot days trout are only to be had in rough water, or 
the heads of the streams that are in confluence. The largest baskets made on this 
part of the stream were on the quiet June evenings between five and nine o’clock.— 
8. LuDLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The weather of the last week has been in every way suitable for angling, the 
water having now run clear again, and into first-class fishing order. The Cadow or 
May Fly has been well on the water, and the fish have been sporting at them freely, 
and some good dishes have been taken, In the evening, after the Cadow has gone 
off the water, the Grey Drake has proved a good killer. The Orlhas been used with 
success this week. The water near the bridge was tried on Friday by a gentleman 
with the Orl, who took a nice lot-ef fish in a short time. A gentleman tried the 
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water near to Corn Brook with the Cadow, and caught two brace of trout, averaging 
6oz. each. On Saturday the fish were sporting well, a gentleman fished the water 
near the town, and took three nice trout with the Grey Drake. In the water near 
Eastham a gentleman was out, and with the Orl landed a capital dish of fine trout. 
The water near Berrington was fished on Monday, and with the Grey Drake took 
some very good trout averaging lb. each. A gentleman tried the water near Little 
Hereford the same day, and with the Cadow and Orl took a dish of splendid trout. 
Fishing on Tuesday a gentleman took six perch with the worm. Some good-sized 
trout have been landed in the Association water this week. The Kyre, Rea, and 
Ledwyche are all in good angling order, the fish are sporting in them well. <A nice 
lot were taken from the Rea, and a few in the Ledwyche with the Cadow.— 
WORCESTER. 
Torridge (Torrington). 


River in good trim for fishing. Salmon are often seen sporting in the large pools. 
One was taken with the fly this week, just above Torrington. Lots of mullet and 
bass have been taken this week with the rod, in the tidal water ; they were sold by 
auction one evening. Otters are often seen, and now the river is getting low it 
would be a good time to hunt them.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


This river, so far as this portion is concerned, has remained very low and clear 
throughout the week, and on the opening day (Tuesday) the subscribers at Weston 
and Shardlow were extremely busy. Mr. F. West got three or four barbel, and Mr. 
Ley, of Barrow House, took a salmon under peculiar circumstances. On hooking the 
fish if ran him “foul” underneath a tree on the opposite bank on which he was 
standing, and before he had time scarcely in which to “retrieve’’ his line he found 
it underneath his feet. His coachman plunged in, and after a tough struggle the 
fish was safely brought to bank, It weighed 11}1b.—THEr MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Newark.) 


The season 1885-6 opened on Tuesday morning last under very favourable con- 
ditions ; the spawning season has been fairly successful, I think, for I noticed both 
barbel and chub on the scours, cleaning themselves after the operation, four or five 
weeks ago ; and even the bream, that are usually so late, I noticed cleaning them- 
selyes ten days ago in the weed beds. 
now ; but roach, chub, bream, and barbel will be all the better for another week or 
two's rest. Dace fishing with a cadbait down the shallow streams, and eel and 
flounder fishing with lob worm will be the best game to try for a week or two yet. 
A nice lot of eels, flounders, and dace, and eyen an odd lot or two of roach and bream 
have been taken in this locality since the opening day. Water is now very low—and 
“clear,’ I was going to say—but weed cutting operations on the banks this time of 
year always keeps the water with a nasty green tint, even if it is very low.—THE 
TRENT OTTER. 








The Upper Baden. 


The upper waters are now at a very low summer level, and fishing, for several 
days past, has been entirely confined to worm-fishing by day, and bustard-fishing 
by night. With the latter lure no great amount of sport has been obtained, but 
several anglers have secured good baskets of trout with worm. In the course of 
three days’ fishing in the Lower St. Nicholas Holme, Mr. James Bland, builder, 
ereeled between sixty and seventy fine trout, one basket, killed on Wednesday, 
numbering thirty-eight of the finest trout which have been landed in these waters 
for along time past. Mr. Jos. Egglestone, of Bongate, also killed many fine trout, 
his best basket being twenty-one, killed with worm on Wednesday. 


Usk. 

The weather has been altogether more favourable this week for salmon fishing, 
partaking of alternate cloudy and lowering with sunshine. Col. Rook secured 
three nice fish on Monday and one since ; Mr. Wrighton two ; Mr, Lant one of 28lb.; 
Mr. Cole one ; Major Lane three ; Mr, Humphrey two ; and several others I hear on 
the upper waters. The association have netted several parts of the river, and if the 
present bright weather continues they will commence operations again to-morrow. 
Many complain of the netting ; I really believe there is no harm done to the angler, 
as when the water is low and fine they will not look at-the fly, consequently 
numbers confine themselves to the pools. When for the table the sooner they are 
taken the better ; they lose much of the proper flavour if in numbers and long in the 
same stretch of water. The river is now getting low and clear. Have no news of 
any brought to bank this day ; weather bright.—Jock Scorv. 


Waterhead (Ambleside). 


The pike and perch fishing commenced on Windermere Lake on Tuesday last. 
There were some good baskets of perch caught and a few good pike ; notably one of 
181b., taken with live bait by Mr, Sharratt, of Manchester.—M. F. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

" This river isnow exceedingly low and clear, and the trout as wary as they possibly 
can be ; the only method of obtaining even a moderate dish is to fish the worm up 
stream, or spin a very small minnow on the finest of tackle. Through the agency of 
these baits I have done fairly well during the past week, one day basketing eleven 
brace of trout, weighing in the aggregate 83lb. It was very hard work creeping 
about with bent back in the hot sun; but to kill trout under such circumstances 
gives the true angler far more pleasure than hauling them out with coarse tackle 
under cover of a thick water. Some good fish have been also taken on the reservoirs, 
worm and maggot being the baits employed. The river keepers are having anything 
but a happy time of it at present, as they have to watch the streams night and day. 
A real good fresh would tend to cleanse the bed of the river, an operation greatly to 
be desired from Denton downwards.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 


| The Drake or May Fly season may now be considered as good as over for this 
season ; but still there are a few fish being killed now daily with the Natural Drake 
by dibbing under the bushes and trees. Taking the whole time the Green Drake has 
been on our Derbyshire streams, we have had a very fine time of it, and some heavy 
baskets of trout have been killed, many fish being from one to two pounds each fish. 
The greatest quantity of fish have been killed with the natural insect, where it is 
allowed to be used. The small Derbyshire artificial Green Drakes have killed a lot 
of fish. The floating May Flies, Cock Bodies, and both Green and Grey Drakes are, 
as usual, a complete failure on these rivers. They are no use whatever without the 
rivers are thick and muddy, and a very rough wind on. Fish are now taking the 
Yellow Duns and Little Blacks; the best of anything being the Honey Dun 
Bumble, and Little Red Flies have killed a nice lot of both trout 
and grayling lately. One gentleman on the Chatsworth fishery had five 
good trout each time three different mornings with the Little Ted. 
Since the opening day for the coarse-fish season, we have have had a number of 
fishermen out, mostly on the lower lengths of the Derwent, trying their hands with 
maggots, worms, paste, &c. ; but Iam very sorry to say their takes, as arule, have 
been very small. We have a very great quantity of heavy barbel here in the 
Derwent. Ihave seen great quantities on the scours, some of them up to 8lb, or 9b. 
each. Several large pike have also been seen basking in the sun in different parts 
of the lower Derwent ; but I have heard of none being killed as yet. Early in the 
morning, say from four to six, the fish are rising like mad; then, again, 
the last thing at night, say from 7.30 p.m. till dark. The Yellow Duns, Dotierel, 
Little Blacks, and Sand Flies are killers, if properly used ; in fact, I go out every 
night and bring my three to six brace of good trout home every evening with the 
above flies, and my length of fishing is very limited, only for two days in a week, 
when I have the whole run of the river,—Gro, JAs. EATON. 


Yore (Hawes). 


_Allangling is at a standstill. The water is very low and bright, so that it is 
almost an impossibility to get within angling distance of the water's edge. The May 


Dace have been in fair condition a month 


- grilse of d5]b. 


Fly is out, but only in yery limited numbers. The netting fraternity have literally 
cleaned out the whole of the water for a mile above Hawes. I am given to under- 
stand that several scores of pounds of trout have been taken between the New Bridge 
and Shotwood Dub. I can myself certify to the fact that whereas there were holes 
holding upwards of fifty trout and grayling a fortnight ago, there are now none. 
In one hole close to Hardron I counted nine nice fish—one now remains. In Shot 
Wood Dub I counted over fifty nice fish ; you may now count them on your fingers. 
The nets have been so busy that it was with the utmost difficulty Lord Wharncliffe’s 
keepers could get a dish for his lordship during his visit here last week. The writer 
of the angling article in the Yorkshire Post made very applicable remarks on this 
subject on Saturday last. The worst of the netter is that all coming to his net are 
taken. Many of the runners have-been sadly used during the drought. The dubs 
in Cotter Beck have been dammed and laded, and cleared out of all the fish that hands 
could be laid upon. The streams and holds haye been groped. Morsdale has been 
groped, and, in fact, the water has been literally ransacked from one end to the 
other, Angling with rod and line, no matter with what bait, could never hurt this 
water; but it is the wholesale destruction that takes place during a drought that 
works such hayock with the summer fishing. We have had many visitors, but I 
don’t hear of any of them doing much, and no wonder under existing circumstances, 
Sheep-washing is now in full swing, and does part mischief, but being a necessary 
evil we must submit toit. The bottom of the river is most filthy, and a good flood 
is much needed.—W ENSLEYDALE, 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


BEAULY AND NESS (INVERNESSHIRE).—The eel fishing on the tidal parts of above 
rivers is being prosecuted with fairly satisfactory results. On the Beauly Messrs, 
Harmon, of Hull, landed about 4501b., which were forwarded per rail to southern 
markets.—ANGLER,. 

DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE),—The grilse fishing is likely to be a very great success 
Seldom have the weight and size, at such a comparatively early stage of the season, 
been equalled. In shape, too, the grilse of 85 are perfect. We went to see the nets 
hauled the other day, and were quite surprised at the size of a few grilse taken in. 
One touched on 8lb., another was 7}1b., and two or three were close on 7lb. The 
average weight is just 41b, At the present time, sea-trout are good, large, and pretty 
plentiful. Salmon are very scarce—at least they are not taking to the river; but 
well up, they are in the river, filling in several reaches every pool, and crowding 
nota few. We heard of one particularly heavy salmon getting past all the river 
nets only a few mornings ago. Some reaches of the river have in them a few fish 
touched somewhat with fungus. This is to be regretted ; but we learn with pleasure 
that it has disappeared considerably during the past week. Mr. Sandison’s (Huntley 
Arms) water at Aboyne, is just in perfect trim at present. A capital result—38 fish 
in 13 days—was obtained on one of his beats since June began. We are glad to learn 
that the fishing on this grand catch is to be open from now to the Ist September to 
anyone residing in the hotel. The sport to be got there amongst grilse, salmon, and 
sea trout ought to be looked after by those who would spend a pleasant holiday. 
The present month, and July, are considered better than August. The Invercauld 
Arms Hotel water, at Ballater (Mr. McGregor’s), is now open to visitors. After the 
1st July, all the reach is to be free to those staying in the hotel. Sport of the very 
best description was got on the two beats fished by EH. A. Clowes, Esq., of Shrapnell, 
during the first fortnight of this month, Thereis about eight miles of river (north 
bank) altogether. We shall be happy to give whatever information is wanted to 
parties intending to fish the stretches of river referred to.—W. M. 

DEE (BALLATER).—Weather very mild and warm. Very good sport was 
had last week, and very good sport is expected this week. again. Hotel water: EH, 
A. Clowes, Esq., on Wednesday, the 10th, two fish, one 11lb., and the other 74lb. 
On Thursday, the 11th, four fish, of 14, 14, 93, and 631b., and one grilse of 3lb., and 
on Friday, the 12th, two fish of 95 and 81b., and one grilse of 3lb. On Saturday, the 
13th, one fish of 10lb., one grilse of 21b., and one sea trout of 21b. On Monday, the 
15th, four fish, of 11, 10, 93, and 8lb. On Tuesday, the 15th, two fish of 8lb. and 
133lb. Mrs. Clowes, on Wednesday, the 10th, one fish of Sib.; L. 8. Howell, Esq., 
on Wednesday, the 10th, six fish, from 71b. to 93lb. On Thursday, the 11th, one fish 
of 8lb., and on Monday, the 15th, one fish of 17lb. On Tuesday, the 16th, two fish, 
of 8lb. and 931lb. Alex M’Laren, keeper, on Wednesday, the 10th, three fish, of 93, 
84, and 73lb. On Thursday, the 11th, one fish of 81b., and on Friday, the 12th, one 
Ledgerwood, Esq., on Tuesday, the 16th, one fish of 7lb. Glentanar 
water : Lieut. Blackburn, on Wednesday, the 10th, three fish, from 71b. to 133Ib. ; 
Capt. G. R. Heathcote, on Wednesday, the 10th, one fish of 1341b. Birk Hall water : 
Capt. G. R. Heathcote, on Monday, the 15th, one fish of 101b.; Lieut. Blackburn, on 
Saturday, the 13th, one fish of 81b. Monaltrie water: Col. Keen, on Thursday, the 
11th, two fish of 841b. each ; Robert Clark, on Tuesday, the 16th, two fish of 15lb. 
and 101lb, The killing flies were Jockie, Jeanie, Logie, March Brown, Jock Scott, 
Blue Charm, Peacock, Silver Doctor, and Blue Dun.—Guo. Smitu, Fishing Tackle 
Maker, Ballater. 

THe Deveron.—The net-fishing at the mouth of the river isin full swing just 
now. Grilse are very plentiful, and in the bag and fly nets in the bays really 
excellent takes are very common. Salmon by no means so plentiful as the grilse. 
They do not, till the autumn comes round, appear much on the coast; but when 
they do come, they come in great shoals and enter the river, getting up it quite 
freely, because by that time the nets are all off. The Deveron is a first-class rod 
river for autumn salmon, and the fish are good weights. ‘Trouting is capital on the 
free reaches near Huntly, and on the open waters further up it is also. first-rate at 
present. A shower now and again helps to keep the water in right size and colour, 
Lately it has been rather low at times. 

Don (ALFoRD).—Sport continuing very good in this quarter. The Hotel waters 
and the private waters have been yielding lots of beautiful trout. Some salmon 
were got during May, and this month has not been barren of results. 


Don (INVERURIE),.—An average good trout fishing has been experienced this 
spring on the open water here, and though we are now in summer we look for good 
sport still (free). 


Don (KINTORE).—The Burgh water (10s. fer the season) shows good sport in the 
forenoons and the evenings. The Natural Minnow is doing havoc after the sun begins 
to dip. Other waters round about are giving up plenty of fine trout. Mr. Muirhead 
Aitken on Parkhill, and Mr. John L. Dickie, on Pitmedden, have both been doing 
good work. Mr. Aitken has had a number of very large trout—2lb. to 331b. That 
fine trout fishery, Granholm, is now in demand, and Mr. Brown, New Market, Aber- 
deen, has made a nico arrangement, solely with a view to accommodate anglers, 
Those in wantof good trouting should give this water a trial—W. M. 

DUMrRrirs.—Rain put rivers in capital trim, and there is good fishing in Annan 
and Nith. Trout captured largely with worm and fly. To prevent use of shackle net, 
several proprictors resolved to stake their fishings, and a publie subscription has 
been opened to stake rocky portions of the Cairn. The rain has also acted bene- 
ficially on the Kirkendbright rivers, whence I have good reports. 











Locu RUTHVEN (INVERNESSHIRE).—On Tuesday a fishing party, composed of 
Rey. Mr. Marshall, Mr. MacFarlane (Caledondian Hotel, Inverness), and Mr. W. D. 
Davis (Beauly) made splendid baskets on this loch. The trio landed in six hours 
203 fish, weighing in gross 61lb, The trout averaged ?!b., while the quality is far 
famed,— ANGLER, ; 
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Locus IN Mutu.—Lochs Mishnish and Frisa, Mull, are now in very good ply. The 
dry cold weather that prevailed up to very recently has rendered these far-famed 
lochs very much later this year than in previous seasons. Mr. W. M‘Cunn, Largs, 
caught in ten days 47lb. of trout; Messrs. A. K. C. Paterson, Dundee, C. Patterson, 
and H. A. Laird, London, had 291b. in three days ; Mr. W. M‘Dougall, Appin, staying 
at Aros House, had 14lb. on the 12th, and 10lb. on the 13th inst. The first-named 
gentlemen are staying in the Western Isles Hotel, Tobermory. 

Ness (INVERNESS).—Owing to the low state of the river at present, little or no 
sport has been obtained ; the little only was obtained by those anglers who have had 
the patience to lash the river for several weeks. However, should it rise there are 
prospects of an improvement.—ANGLER. 

POOLEWE.—The various lochs in this district were tried for the first time this 
season last week by gentlemen from the Poolewe Hotel, and the results were very 
satisfactory. On the opening day Rev. Mr. Jacobs and Dr. Barker, Isle of Wight, 
made a good basket of trout on Fionn Loch, and landed a Salmo ferox of 7lb. weight. 
The same gentlemen fished Loch Kernsary and Fionn Loch on the 9th and 10th, 
making baskets of 101b. each day. Messrs. Poynting and Leigh, Manchester, were 
out on Fionn Loch on the 10th, and, in addition to a good basket of trout, caught a 
Salmo ferox weighing 5lb. On the 11th the same party had twenty trout, weighing 
10lb. Mr. Kenneth Ross, Hong-Kong, fished the river Ewe on the 11th, and suc- 
ceeded in landing three salmon of 15lb. each, and, on the 12th, one salmon of 141b, 

Spry.—Glorious sport has lately been the good fortune of salmon anglers on 
several stretches. The “crack” hands are now on the war path, and this, a capital 
time for Speying, will be made by them to yield the usual good run of salmon, 
grilse, and sea-trout fishing.—V. FINGAL. 





SpEY (ABERLOUR).—The condition of the Spey at present is all that could be 
desired by anglers, and plenty of sport is being obtained. Rey. C. F. Grey landed 
a fine salmon, pulling down the scales at 1531b. ; Serjeant Sims also deserves mention 
for his large take of beautiful trout.—ANGLER. 





THE TAY (PERTH.)—The Tay has got down to summer level ; very little angling, 
unless early in the morning or late at night, when fair baskets are got. Mr. Stewart, 
on Cargill, had three salmon, 231b., 16lb., 15lb.; three were taken on the Grantully 
water. Some large salmon were taken in Mr. Speedie’s nets last week, one 44Ib., 
48lb., and 57lb. Seatrout are very plentiful ani large, averaging over 2lb. The 
Tummel Faskally Water: Mr. P. D. Malloch, one, 30lb.; Mr. Finlay Crerar, one, 
17]b. ; Mr. D. Mitchell, one, 101b. The Tummel is still keeping in good order, the 
melting snow keeping it up. Some fine baskets of trout are being taken. Mr. 
Donald Mitchell had thirty-eight one day, and twenty-seven another, some of his 
trout over 21b.; Mr. William Wilson, thirty trout. Loch Rannoch : Mr. J. M. Dean, 
London, 171b. Mr. Charles Logie caught a beautiful trout in the River Gam, which 
flows into Loch Rannoch, weighing 12}1b. ; he killed it witha small fly. Loch Ericht 
is doing very well. Mr. Annan had 151b., and a ferox 431b. : Mr. Thomson, 25]b., and 
on Thursday he had 2131b, ; Mr. Annan, 271b. ; Friday, Mr. Thomson, 20Ib.. Saturday, 
291b. ; Mr. Lawson, 1931b. Loch Tay: Mr. Forest Frew, 20lb. of trout ; Mr. Wade, 
6lb. Loch Na Craig : Baskets from 5lb. to 101b. are daily being taken. Rain has 
fallen for the last three hours, which should help the rivers.—P. D, M. 





TWEED AND. TEV10T.—Owing to the long-continued drought, the rivers have run 
in very low, and the beds of the streams are now very dirty, and the takes of trout 
that have been got lately are very small. Salmon angling is,as may be expected, 
on a complete standstill, and will be so until we have a rattling good flood. The 
following are the best kills lately : On Tuesday, on the Tweed (last week), Mr. J. 
O. Wilson had nine trout, which weighen 5lb., and on the same water, Mr. Robert 
Henderson had also a nice basket on the following day. On the Teviot, on Wednes- 
day evening late, Mr. Thomas Mackenzie, fishing-rod maker, had 6lb.; while on 
Wednesday morning, with worm, Mr. James Reid, Kelso, had between 71b. and 8lb. 
A very good basket of trout was also got on the Makerstoun water the previous night. 
Little was done on Thursday atd Friday onthe Teviot. On Saturday, Mr. D. 
Brown had a good basket of 6lb., four of which were over 1lb, each. On the Tweed, 
the same day, Mr. J. O. Wilson had one trout of 33lb.,and on Monday he had 
also a very nice basket—one of his trout being a very handsomely shaped 
specimen, and worthy of being set up. On Monday, on the Tweed. Mr. A. 
Steel had 10lb., and on the same river, Mr. Sanderson, Edinburgh, 
had a dish of 73lb. Yesterday morning, Mr. D. Brown had a good basket.— 
St. Boswell’s District.—The river here is now very low, and sport for trout is some- 
what indifferent, though a few 7lb. baskets are got with creeper. There are still a 
few salmon in the pools. On the Mertoun upper water, one day last week, two 
salmon of about 91b. each were killed. Late on Saturday night on the same water 
an angler fishing for trout had a lively run of fifteen minutes with a salmon, which 
took a trout fly. The fish escaped.—Berwick Tweed Salmon Net Fishings——The 
catch of salmon, since our last report, shows no improvement whatever, although 
trout are becoming more numerous. No more than five or six grilse have yet been 
obtained in one day ; in previous years as many as 50 or 60 would be got at this 
season. The employés of Messrs. Johnston and Cc., who lease the sea coast fishing 
between Marshall Meadows and Eyemouth, have arrived to begin operations. They 
are later than usual this year, owing to the smallness of catches at other stations in 
the district. Prices on Saturday were 1s. 5d. per lb. for salmon, and Is. 3d. for 
trout. At the corresponding period last year they were Is. 8d. and ls. 5d. re- 
spectively. Weather to-day fine, with the wind in the south and the glass rising.— 
MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Thursday. 





THE Uaies.—Both these rivers have been in the very finest trouting order of late, 
but now, owing to the fact that there has been no moisture for a good while, there 
would seem to be rather little water—a fact which the slight falling off in the takes 
for a few days back would seem to fairly bear out. There is hope, however, of rain 
coming soon, and with the realisation of that the sport is certain to come on anew, 
and be quite as gratifying as it has hitherto been during any part of the season 
that has slipped by. Fine catches were got on the Auchtydonal, Balus, and 
Cairngall beats by those privileged. The Federate, Weetingshill, and other reaches, 
also of the South Ugie, have been most successfully fished too. On the North Ugie 
trouting has rarely ever been better. Pitfours rod ticket water has been, in point 
of productiveness, the talk of the season. Gentlemen from a great distance, angling 
in the North Ugie, have been more than satisfied with the results. The finest tackle 
and the smallest flies used by those who know how have done great slaughter. 
There is nothing in the way of unusual occurrence to mention—all anglers without 
exception have done well. Sea-trout and finnock fishing at Peterhead is at dead 
low ebb. Fine weather.—RAVENSCRAIG. 


: THE YTHAN AND LITTLE WATER O’GiGHT.—Capital trout are now being got 
in the fairly upper waters of the Ythan, and in the middle reaches of the Little 
Water. Methlick anglers were having a good time of it lately. Were it not that 
these streams are so difficult to get at, they would, as they deserve'to be, far more 
frequented than they are. Lord Aberdeen is singularly liberal in granting permis- 
sion to fish the Ythan, and the Little Water is all open to anglers. Cairnbanno is 
about the best and most convenient place to find quarters at, if the latter stream is 
selected. Methlick is suitable for the Ythan. 
SEL SE EEE 
SEE 
GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard PLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
bees pe i Re wthis) ape or not. _Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flieg 
Orders punctuslly abiended tom(ADVE.) | PY 18 #8 6 per Dozen ; Dropper Vliss, zs. per Dezep, 


’ those present were Messrs. Adams, Parker (vice-president), E, Hooper, D, J. Williams 


IRISH NOTES, 


THE ERNE AND LOUGH Metyi1n (Co. DonrGAL).—During the past week the 
weather was very close and hot, not a breath of wind, and a bright sun. Of course, 
fishing in the still pools was perfectly useless, but it did not affect the streams, 
where first-class sport was obtained. The following are the particulars for the Erne 
for the past week :—Mr. EX. Houlgrave, four salmon, 26, 22, 16, and 141b., and two 
grilse 7lb. each. Mr. H.J. Parsons, five salmon, 243, 223, 23, 16, and 13lb., and four 
grilse, 7}, 6,6, and 4$1b. Captain Justin, three salmon, 18, 18, and 91b., and five 
grilse, 8,7, 7,6, and 5lb. Mr. H. 8. Kerr, seven grilse, 8, 7, 7, 64, 63, 5, and 5lb. 
Dr. Walter, two salmon, 15 and 12lb., and five grilse, 8, 6,5, 5, and 5lb. Major 
Heygate, R.E., two grilse, 7 and 5lb. Mr. A. Maude, one grilse, 8lb. The river is 
now in first-class order, and salmon are running in very fast. The May Fly fishing 
is done on Lough Erne for this season. Trout fed very badly on it this year. Owing 
to the want of wind the sport on Lough Melvin was not so good as was expected, 
and but few fish were taken. Grilse are still running into the lake, and as soon as 
we have some rain good sport will be had. Trout fishing there is still rather poor. 
—M. RoGan, Ballyshannon, June 17th. 





GALWAY,.—Friday : Since last report, fishing has greatly improved, and a great 
many seen running, indeed, more than have beenseen for years. The takes for the 
week are as follows :—Mr. Anstice, on the 1lth, two; 12th, one; 13th, three. 
Mr. M., on the 11th, one; 12th, one. Colonel Biden, on the 16th, one ; 17th, three ; 
18th, three. Mr. Beresford, on the 13th, one; 17th, one. Mr. Woodhouse, on the 
17th, eight, and lost two; 18th, three. Total for the week, twenty-five salmon, 
weighing 53lb. to 101b. Every prospect of a good season now that the netting is 
stopped.—WALTER BLACKADDER. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of delegates of clubs enrolled on the above Association took 
place at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on Monday evening last. Some 
curiosity was felt as to the number of delegates likely to be present, as this might 
be considered the first night of a new season; but any doubts that might have 
intruded themselves as to the loyalty of the clubs enrolled with the Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation was speedily set at rest, the large room being crowded, so much so that it 
was with difficulty that delegates could be accommodated with seats. On the roll 
being called, forty-one clubs answered, the names of which are duly appended. The 
president, Mr. P. Geen, took the chair at 8.30, Mr. Ghurney, the secretary, having 
read the minutes of the previous delagate meeting, they were passed. <A letter was 
read from Mr. Humphries, London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway, announcing 
that arrangements had been made for the issue of anglers’ cheap tickets from New 
Cross, Penge, Peckham Rye, and Clapham Junction, in addition to London Bridge 
and Victoria, This will prove a great boon toclubs on the south side. A letter was 
also read from Mr. Robertson, Great Eastern Railway, intimating that Witham 
would be added to the list of stations for which the new tickets will be available, 
Mr. Ghurney having applied for this station, as some good fishing is to be had in 
the neighbourhood. In reply to a question as to the number of new tickets issued 
this season, Mr. Ghurney stated that ninty-nine clubs had sent in their lists, and up 
to the present time more tickets had been issued—in fact, as many again—than in 
any corresponding period in any previous years. This statement was received with 
immense satisfaction, and tends tq show the unbounded confidence of anglers in an 
Association that is striving by every legitimate means in its power to do allit can 
for the general good. The enrolment of the Lady of the Lake Angling Society, 
also of the General Gordon Angling Society, was confirmed by the meeting. As a 
proof of the interest taken in the work of the Association, the delegates were told 
that at the committee meeting held on the Ist of June twenty-three committee- 
men were present out of a possible twenty-four, and the twenty-fourth man was 
busy urging the claims of the Anglers’ Association at a crowded meeting held at the 
Good Intent Angling Society. Mr. Thorling reported the result of a return visit to 
the Globe Angling Society, at which twelve clubs were represented ; the attendance 
would no doubt have been larger, but it was a bad night as to weather. The Globe 
are amongst the most indefatigable in their visits to other clubs, and if the elements 
had been a little more propitious, the results as to numbers would most likely have 
been doubled. Visits were also reported to the Great Northern Brothers and Inde- 
pendent Brothers. Mr. Page had been instrumental in promoting a concert at the 
Walworth Piscatorials in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and had the satis- 
faction of knowing that £1 7s. 73d. was collected for this valuable institution, and 
handed to Mr. Ghurney. Mr. Tibbatts, as promised in the piscatorial press, gave a 
report as to the state of the river Lea at Tottenham, about ten days ago, Mr. 
Howse, hon. sec. of the Clapton Angling Society, said the condition of the river was 
a disgrace to civilisation ; but he was happy to inform them that an influential 
meeting was in existence which had this subject under their consideration, and he 
sincerely hoped before long some important work would result. Mr. Page gave some 
scientific information also bearing upon this matter. When the present Government 
have finally settled down, and the President of the Local Government Board decided 
upon, it may be advisable for a deputation of men, who have personal experience of 
the state of the Lea. to endeavour to get an interview with him, and urge our claims 
for a clean river uncontaminated by sewage and chemicals. A vote of thanks to 
the president brought this important meeting to a close, the president thanking the 
delegates for their confidence in him, and wishing them all a successful fishing 
season. Clubs represented :—Alexandra, Anglers’ Pride, Brunswick, Bostonian, 
Burdett, City of London, Cavendish, Carlisle, Clapton, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, 
Dalston, Excelsior, Edmonton and Tottenham, Golden Barbel, General Gordon, Good 
Intent, Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Izaak Walton, 
Independent Jovials, Metropolitan, North-Hastern, Lady of the Lake, Mildmay, 
Pheenix, Prince of Wales, Peckham Brothers, Queen’s, Royal George, South Hornsey, 
St. John’s, South London, Sociable Brothers, Sons of the Lea, United Brothers, 
West Ham Brothers, Waltonians, Westbourne-park, and Walthamstow.—H. J. 
TIBBATTS. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIRTY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 1s. annual 
subscription from the Izaak Walton Angling Society, 10s. 6d. from Mr. G. Calleutt, 
5s. from Mr. T. Goodwin, members of the Izaak Walton Angling Society, and 
£1 7s. 73d. collected by Mr. W. H. Page, district visiting officer, at the smoking con- 
cert of the Walworth Piscatorials. N.B.—Several secretaries having sent in their 
lists for cards for members of their Society, I beg to inform them that they have 
been duly entered, and the cards will be forwarded in due course on their arrival 
from the printers.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 





BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB, 

The members of this club will fish a match on June 21st, at Addlestone, for two 
prizes, one rod, jack barred, to start by 8.57 train from Clapham Junction ; no fish 
weighed in at club-house after 10.45. Members requiring tickets for the Horley 
contest S.L.V.D, are requested to apply not later than Tuesday next. Our next 
contest for prizes, presented by Sir Trevor Lawrence, Bart, M.P., will take place at 
Woking on July 12th.—Gro. Mumrforp, sec. 


BIRMINGHAM PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
ALREWAS AND TOXALL FISHERY, RIVER TRENT. 
The annual meeting of the members of this society was held on Monday, June 15, 
at the Grand Hotel, the president, Mr. Oliver Pemberton, in the chair. Amongst 
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Richard Payton, A. Haden, H. B. Sale, Thornton, Seal, Botteley, J. Allday (hon. 
treasurer), and James Gregory (hon. sec). The annual report was read by the hon. 
sec., which congratulated the members on a most successful season. The all-round 
fishing has been far above the average, particularly with regard to fine trout and 
grayling. The president, in moving the adoption of the report and balance-sheet, 
said he thought they might congratulate themselves that at the end of seven years 
they were in possession of so valuable a fishery, which, indeed, was second to none 
in the kingdom. Their waters contained varied kinds of fish, from the upper ten of 
salmon, trout, and grayling, to the smallest kind that lived. Mr, Richard Payton 
seconded the motion, which was carried. The balance-sheet was read by the hon. 
treasurer, Mr. John Allday. The total receipts amounted to £256 13s. 5d., and the ex- 
penditure left a balance of about £4 in hand. The various officers were thanked 
for their past services and re-elected. The usual vote of thanks having been moved, 
the meeting terminated. Several new members were elected, and there are still a 
few vacancies, information as to which can be obtained uponapplication to the hon. 
sec,, Grand Hotel, Colmore-row. 


CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the chair. 
Mr. Beck kindly carried out my duties, [ being away at the Anglers’ Association 
meeting. Business matters were completed and angling prospects for the forth- 
coming season discussed, the continued horrid condition of the Lea being again 
alluded to and severely commented on. Fever has made its appearance, and the 
question of a visitation of cholera should surely stir up those in authority to at once 
vigorously insist on the cessation of the turning into the river the polluted water 
and sewage at the Tottenham works. A recurrence of hot weather will most 
assuredly bring contagion all round our own and adjacent neighbourhoods. ‘“ Fore- 
warned should be fore-armed” ; and the good old axiom, ‘“ prevention is better than 
cure,” could never better be applied than to the continued pollution of the river 
Lea,—HENRY Howsg, hon. sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this society was heldat the Duke’s Head Hotel, Quay, 
on Monday, the 15th inst., at 9 o’clock p.m. The chair was occupied by the pre- 
sident, Dr. Mitchell ; the vice-chair by the vice-president, Mr, T. G. Freeman. There 
was a large attendance of members, and the business passed off harmoniously. The 
details of arrangements for the forthcoming angling tournament were finally settled, 
all intending competitors being thoroughly satisfied. Up to the present time about 
twenty have notified their intention of being present. It is expected that between 
thirty and forty members will take part in the competition. It was arranged that 
names of competitors would be received up to the next meeting, when the list will 
be closed. All wishing to fish will therefore see that their names are duly entered, 
otherwise they may be debarred from fishing. The society is again progressing to 
the utmost satisfaction of all who take an interest in its welfare ; already between 
fifty and sixty members have paid their subscriptions. In the Yarmouth district 
angling is now in full swing. Reports from various fishing stations are most satis- 
factory. Many of our members have weighed in some good takes during the past 
week, the following being amongst; the largest :—Messrs. Easter and friend, 72Ib. 
bream, roach, and perch; Messrs, Chapman and friend, 48lb. bream and roach—both 
these takes were caught in Runham Swim ; the president and vice-president weighed 
in 19 bream, which scaled 53lb., caught in Fritton Dam.—A. M, 


GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Monday evening at 
the George, Fo nthill-road, Finsbury-park, N., the president, Mr. W. Brown, in the 
chair. There was a good attendance of members. The preliminary business having 
been got through, Mr. J. B. Franks, the treasurer and worthy host, rose and ex- 
pressed a wish that in consequence of the society having been so successful during 
the past season, every member and friend present would partake of a glass and 
a cigar with him for the remainder of the evening, which offer was at once 
accepted. Mr. Franks’s health having been drunk with enthusiasm, the chairman 
commenced harmony by singing ‘I am a Soldier,’ in very excellent style. Mr. 
Franks next responded, thanking every one present for their company that evening, 
and he also wished them to understand that nothing should be wanted on his part 
in the future to make the Globe Angling Society more successful, if possible, than 
it had been in the past. The chairman next proposed “‘ The Health of the Secretary,” 
and at the same time asking every u ember to assist the secretary as much as possible 
by attending on the weekly meeting nights. The toast was responded to unani- 
mously., Mr. H. Lake next sang “ If Ever I Cease to Love,” in his usual easy manner, 
followed by Mr. F. Lawrence, who gave a very nice little song, entitled ‘‘ Gathering 
May.” The secretary, on rising to return thanks for the very friendly manner his 
health had been drunk, said he wished to thank the members for the very generous 
support they had given him toward furthering the interests of the society, also for 
the very marked attention they had paid to the Anglers’ Benevolent Box during the 
fence months, and for the numerous visits they had paid to the angling societies on 
the No, 2 Eastern District Visiting List (Anglers’ Association); and, in conclusion, he 
asked them to drink success to that association, and very good health to the worthy 
president, Mr. P. Geen, which was well responded to with musical honours. The 
brothers Brown next gave some very nice selections on their concertinas, followed 
by Messrs. J. J. Holmes, L. Harrington, and A. Payne, of the Highbury Angling 
Society, all in their turn singing some very good songs. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman terminated a very successful meeting.—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 





GUILDFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The third annual dinner of this prosperous society was held last Friday evening at 
the Cannon Inn, Portsmouth-road, Guildford, when about forty partook of the hos- 
pitable fare set on the tables by host John Williams, credit being generally given 
to Mrs. Williams for the excellent culinary arrangements. The chair was occupied 
by Mr. H. Cox, of Boxgrove, who was supported by Major Collins, Mr. H. Cox, jun., 
Mr. H, Gowyer, Mr. Councillor Hitchcock, Messrs. H. Miles, H. Lyon, W. Stemp, A. 
Harris, H. Pollard, C. H. Buckland (secretary), H. Harris, T. Rothwell, Richardson, 
G. W. Lyon (assistant secretary), Hollow, Pollard, &c. The vice-chair was occupied 
by Mr. H. Holton Sturges, and the whole proceedings were of a thoroughly enjoyable 
character throughout, songs being sung by Messrs. E. Cox, Hollow, Richardson, 
Harris, Hooper, kc. The usual loyal toasts having being duly honoured, the chair- 
man presented the prizes to the’successful prizetakers, who included Messrs, Anscombe. 
W. J. Mills, W. Austridge, J. Hill, W. Boxall, F. W. Lyon, H. Clark, W. Jackson (who 
was the principal prizetaker), A. Harris, W. Jelley, C. H. Buckland,and H. Winton, the 
prize for thelargest take of fish being given to Mr. Richardsdn. Afterwards, Mr. E. 
Miles gave the toast of ‘‘ The Army, Navy, and Reserve Forces,” which was responded 
to by Major Collins, of Shalford, who testified to the loyalty of our Indian troops, 
and said that whenever our colonial forces were required they would loyally respond 
to the call of duty. Mr.$H. Lyon submitted “The Mayor and Corporation,” to which 
Mr. Councillor Hitchcock responded, asserting that they never hada better Mayor 
than thepresent one. The chairman in appropriate terms, proposed “The Angling 
Society,” which was replied to by the vice-chairman (Mr. Sturges), who spoke of 
the excellent manner in which the gentlemen of the district supported the lovers 
of sport, and thatthe society had not only been prosperous, but would continue to be 
so in the future. Thechairman gave, “ The Successful Anglers” in a facetious style 
to which Mr. Buckland replied. Mr. A. Harris submitted ‘‘ The Neighbouring 
Societies,” and regretted the absence of representatives from Godalming and Chertsey. 
He showed how well the working men esteemed such societies and said they were 
grateful for the vouchsafed support by the neighbouring gentry. Mr. Clark gave 
“The President and Vice-president.” Mr. Sturges responded, remarking that Lord 
Onslow gladly accepted the post of president, and announced amid loud applause 
that Mr. W. More Molyneux and Colonel Godwin-Austen had promised to give the 


members of the society private rights in fishing over their waters. The other toasts 
were purely complimentary, and a thoroughly enjoyable evening was spent by all 
present. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Dr. Lloyd in the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and a quantity of routine 
business disposed of. The chairman proposed, and Mr. Webster seconded, Mr. E. H. 
Bravuley as a member of the society ; the ballot for this gentleman will take place 
on the 30th inst. The usual vote of thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings 
to a close. —H. 

GREAT YARMOUTH WALTONIANS. 

A meeting of this recently-formed angling society was heldat Mr. Crowther’s, the 
St. George’s Wine Vaults, King-street, on Wednesday evening. Dr. Mitchell, the pre- 
sident of the Eastern Counties Angling Society, kindly consented to take the chair, 
The meeting, although small, was an enthusiastic one, and much useful business was 
done. Several of the members have weighed in large catches during the week. This 
society holds its meetings every Wednesday, at 9 o'clock punctually. London anglers 
visiting Yarmouth can obtain all information pertaining to the waters in this district 
from the host.—WALTER N. CROWTHER, hon. sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The opening contest was fished at Fritton on Tuesday, the wind being anything 
but favourable for a staked-down match. There were fifteen entries, but, as usual, 
many had no sizeable fish to weigh in. The prizes won were :—Ist, Mr, Whincop, 
Norwich ; 2nd, Mr. Pretty, Yarmouth; 3rd, Mr. Hannant, Yarmouth ; 4th, tie 
between Mr. Hunt, Norwich,and Mr. Lowne, Yarmouth, which was eventually won 
by Mr. Lowne ; the heaviest weight was 153lb. bream, and the smallest 3}1b. gross. 
One point, where there was 25ft. depth of water, nothing but unsizeable roach could 
be taken. The time was 10.30 a.m. till 5 p.m. At the close Mr. Whincop informed 
the Yarmouth members that he would present them with a prize for the next com- 
petition. The secretary, at the meeting on Monday, requested the attention of all 
anglers to the proposed by-laws for Norfolk and Suffolk, and he thought that a 
copy should be given to every society, so that they really could know what would 
be the effect on anglers and their privileges.—T, L. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Frank Temple had a very fine show of dace from the Thames on Wednesday, 
the 17th inst. On the 21st several prizes will be competed for from open waters 
(bank only), given by Mr. S. Howell, jun., Mr. Higley, Mr. Payne, and Mr. C. Lewis. 
Members are requested to attend the club meetings as regularly as possible, as there 
are many matters of importance to be considered and arranged before the new prize 
card can be issued, and I have a number of privilege cards, &c., yet to distribute. 
Four new members were duly enrolled on our books last evening, and our prospects 
for the new season are most encouraging.—J As. E. WHEATLEY, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A return visit was paid to the above society on Tuesday evening, when we had a 
very numerous attendance, sixteen clubs being represented. Mr. A. Williams was 
in the chair and a very pleasant evening was spent. After the harmony Mr. G. 
Manning, the visiting officer, made a neat little speech, touching principally on the 
Amberley and Pulborough excursions.—O, J. MILLIB. 








HOLBORN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Th> above society held a meeting on Wednesday-evening, June 17th, at the George, 
Brook street, Holborn, to make arrangements as to fishing for the season. Mr. Hatt 
had a very fair show of perch, being the first show of fish weighed in the new club. 
The members elected a new secretary in the place of Mr. Collingwood, he finding at 
the last minute his business would not allow him to give that time to the society a 
secretary should do, Mr, Pope, jun., took a dace without a dorsal fin on Tuesday, 
16th, which the club have alive. The evening was closed with a few songs and 
toasts from members, who wished the club every success. Several valuable prizes 
were given for heaviest weight of fish during the season,—WILLIAM HAMILTON 
sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As announced last week, the members will compete for two special prizes on the 
21st inst. We shall hold our annual dinners at Mr. J. Lyndsell’s, the Pied 
Bull, Stanstead, St. Margaret’s, on the 8th and 12th of July. Those who intend 
being present on either the above dates will please inform the secretary at least 
three days previous, so as to enable him to give instructions as to the numbers to 
provide for. Mr. ‘I. Dennison, sen., had some handsome perch on Wednesday, the 
17th inst. ; Mr. H. Butt had roach.—H. B. 





LEICESTER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Leicester Angling Society was held on Monday even- 
ing in the Mayor’s Parlour at the Old Town Hall, Leicester, when there was a large 
attendance, including representatives from the various angling clubs of the town 
and neighbourhood. — Councillor E, Gonty occupied the chair, and among those pre- 
sent were Messrs. C. Lings, A. Smith, J. W. Benskin, T. Burgess, T. Ritson, and J. T. 
Hardy, secretary. The chairman, in opening the meeting, expressed his pleasure at 
seeing so many present. There was no better pastime than fishing, and he hoped to 
see the Leicester Angling Society continue to prosper. There was great alteration 
going on at the river side, which no doubt had interfered with fishing to a certain 
extent ; but they might depend upon it thatit would be better when the flood scheme 
was thoroughly completed, because then they would have one of the finest rivers in 
the Midlands for fishing. Ihe financial statement was read by Mr. Hardy, who ex- 
plained that the financial year was closed at the termination of the angling season, 
March 15, instead of up to the end of the close season. ‘The report, which showed a 
balance of £3 Os. 9d. in hand, was adopted. Mr. J. W. Benskin, chairman of the com- 
mittee, read the annual report of the committee, which stated that the year just 
brought to a close compared favourably with any year in the previous history 
of the society, considering the disadvantageous circumstances under which it 
had worked during the past twelve months, The waters near the town had been 
greatly disturbed, which gave rise to the idea that little or no sport would be 
enjoyed in the immediate vicinity ; but this proved to a great extent to bea fallacy, 
as there had been some good takes of roach and perch. The committee had felt 
assured that when the Corporation work on the river was completed, Leicester 
would possess one of the finest waters for fishing in the Midlands. Support and 
co-op2ration were solicited from all who wished to retain innocent recrea- 
tion of the kind. The committee had every confidence in their keeper, 
anlasked members of the society to co-operate in helping him in his onerous duties 
by immediately reporting any infringement of the rules. The bonds of the society 
would be greatly strengthened by the by-laws just come into force, the result of the 
conference held in London last year, to which a deputation was sent from Leicester 
upon the subject of appointing a board of conservators, and adopting the Fresh- 
water Fishery Act, 1884. The report contained the by-laws of the Trent Fishery 
Board, which includes the Soar and its tributaries, which prohibited netting and 
other illegal modes of taking fish. The report went onto state that the Corporation 
had assisted the society in every way in protecting the water in their possession, 
and granting its use to the society. The Canal Company and Sir H. Halford had in 
a similar way helped the society. The waters at Aylestone had again been secured 
for the use of the society, and although it formed a serious item of expenditure, the 
committee felt sure it was money well invested, as the more it was fished the more 
it was appreciated, as some of the fish caught last season in this water were fine 
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specimens. Some of the largest of the varions sorts taken were as follows :—Pike : 
Mr. Remy, 941b.; Mr. Rylott, 6lb. Chub: Mr. Rylott, 4¢1b.; Mr. T. Condon, 4lb. 
Perch : youth (name unknown), 1{1b. ; Mr, J. Hobs, liib. Roach : Mr. Rylott, 1b. ; 
Mr. Goulding, 131b. Dace: Mr. Rylott, lloz.; Mr. Green, 100z. The committee 
considered these specimens would bear favourable comparison with those taken 
from any water near a town so large as Leicester, It was again intended to hold a 
prize competition, although the last was not so successful as might have been wished, 
The report was adopted, after which a resolution was carried according the thanks 
of the society to Sir Henry Halford, the Leicester Corporation, and the Canal Com- 
pany for the use of their waters. The officers elected for the ensuing year were as 
follows :—President, Alderman W. Barfoot; hon. treasurer, Councillor Albert 
Stretton ; auditor, G. F. Harrison, Esq. ; vice presidents, Councillors EH. Gonty and J. 
D. Harris, Esq. ; committee, Messrs. A. Smith, J. Foxon, C. Lings, J. Benskin, 8. 
Burgess, Clark, Paterson, F. Taylor, Rowlston, J. Pulsford, W. Reutes, R. Simpson, 
W. Scotney, W. Everitt, C. A. Wheeler, I’. Bonner, and T. Ritson, with Mr. J. T. 
Hardy as secretary. The meeting, after transacting other formal business, closed 
with a vote of thanks to the hon. officers and committee for their services, to the 
Mayor for the use of the room, and to the chairman for presiding —W. MAvgor. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We had a good meeting last week, but beyonda discussion initiated by Mr. Higson 
as to the arrangements for giving “readings” andthe carrying of a resolution by 
Mr. Harrison that the necessary steps be taken to obtain the right of fishing ina 
portion of the river Gowy, no business came forward. Mr. Wilson and Mr, Ellinger 
both promised prizes, and received the thanks of the meeting for their generosity. 
T had a chance of fishing a private water which is plentifully stocked with fine 
trout. LIavyailed myself of the permit last Saturday afternoon, and found rumour 
had not exaggerated the fact this time. The water was simply boiling with fish, I 
commenced with the fly, but could not stira fin. I changed my flies, ad nauseam, 
with a like result. I tried worm and maggot—no use; and so on for five mortal 
hours. Towards seven o'clock the water became almost instantaneously covered 
with innumerable small bluish midges, which lay dead on the water with out- 
stretched wings. Then began a scene which I shall never forget. The trout 
began to pick these midges off the surface, and the commotion they caused in 
doing so is simply indescribable. But not a touch with the artificials could 
either myself or another gentleman who had come upon the scene, and who fished 
very prettily and delicately, get. We cast over hundreds of pecking trout; we 
tried to tickle their imagination by placing before them flies of all sorts and 
conditions, but without avail. The gentleman above referred to had often, he 
told me, had an evening on the same water, and always done well, and was ata 
loss to account for the failure on this occasion. Just at dusk I did manage to 
secure a $-pounder by placing a natural white moth on the tail-fly and dibbing with 
it,—R. WOOLFALL, hon, sec. 


NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The tenth annual dinner of the above society took place at the club house on 
Wednesday, the 10th inst., when about forty members-and friends sat down to do 
justice to the abundance of choice things provided by our worthy host and hostess, 
The chair was occupied by Mr. Petchy, faced by Mr. Praunsmandell. Mr. Symonds 
commenced the evening with a selection on the-piano. ‘ The Health of the Queen 
and Royal Family ” being duly honoured, Mr. Pilgrim commenced the harmony 
with “ The Boys of the Old Brigade,” followed by Mr. Wharton with “ Little Sisters 
Gone to Sleep” in avery touching manner ; Mr. Foreman followed with “ My Pretty 
Jane” in a very effective style. The chairman, who called on the company to charge 
glasses, then proposed “Success to the Norfolk Angling Society,” coupled with the 
name of Mr. Buckingham (the secretary), who gave a very favourable account of the 
society, stating that several new members had made most enthusiastic anglers, and 
pointed out that the coming seasun promised to be one of the best they had had with 
such experts ; also that the society had a good balance in hand for the next year. 
The reading of the prize list followed, Messrs. Petchy, Foulger, Pilgrim, Taylor, 
Goldsworthy, Measures, Galloway, Phelps, Tattenhall, and Austin being amongst 
the foremost winners. Mr. Foreman, being called upon for his encore, sang a very 
sweet melody. ‘The Health of the Visitors” was then given, coupled with the 
name of Mr. Sachs, and that gentleman, in responding, gave a very interesting 
account of a fishing excursion he had in Ireland, adding some useful information, 
which was received with much pleasure, and, before resuming his seat, gaye two 
handsome prizes for the coming season. Mr. Owen next followed with a comic 
song ; after which that highly-esteemed gentleman, Mr. Chapman, proposed ‘ The 
Health of his true old friend, the Chairman,” in a very feeling manner, mentioning 
an angling companionship of forty years, the health being drank most enthusiastic- 
ally with musical honours. Mr. Petchy, in responding, spoke of the great pleasure 
at being with them, and the many happy hours’ enjoyment, and hoped to continue 
with them for many years to come. Mr. Price followed with ‘“‘Come into the 
Garden, Maud,” and also “Sally in our Alley.” “ The Health of the Vice-Chairman ” 
being next proposed, that gentleman came in for a most enthusiastic honour in the 
shape of cheers. Mr. Wharton followed with “The Two Barrels,’ in which he is 
quite at home in either. ‘The Health of the Secretary, Mr. Buckingham,” was 
next drank with musical honour, that gentleman responding in his usual brief style. 
Mr. Owen next followed with “ A Song of Songs,’ and also “ The Showman,” after 
which “The Health of the Host and Hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Galloway,” was drunk 
with musical honours, That gentleman, in responding, spoke of the pleasure it 
always afforded them, and hoped to provide for them on many future occasions. The 
high esteem in which Mr. Chapman is held called for a most enthusiastic chorus to 
his health, that gentleman rising to respond in his usual quiet manner, hoping to 
be amongst them for many years to come, although his angling was almost past ; 
he could not express his sentiments freely on account of his bashfulness. Mr. 
Praunsmandell next sang “ It is Nothing to do with Me” and ‘The Watch on the 


Rhine.” A good list of prizes was promised during the evening for the coming 
season. Letters were received from the following gentlemen expressing regret at 


not being able to attend :—Messrs. Spreckley, Brougham, Geen, Wheeldon, and 
Marston. Several other gentlemen contributed to the harmony of the evening. So 
jolly had the time passed that the company seemed quite disappointed when the 
worthy host announced “ It is ten minutes to two, gentlemen,’—having an extension 
till that time, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The members of this club have been “on the job” with some very pretty perch. Mr. 
Grindly got a brace of jack,and a very pretty perch 1lb. 4302. Mr. Aldis had 
some nice perch ; Mr, Culpitt, jack; and Mr. Plumpton, a brace of jack.—W. 
HILLIER, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


There was a fine muster of members at our last meeting, which I hope will be 
kept up during the season ; several new members haye already joined, The opening 
match will be fished in the Association waters at Weybridge on the 21st for three 
prizes. It wasalso proposed that 10s. should be given from the club funds for a 
prize to be fished for by those members who last season failed to win a prize. Will 
all members please attend the usual quarterly meeting on Tuesday next, when 
several matters of importance will be brought forward? In my report of our 
annual dinner I omitted to state that our president, after giving the members some 
very good advice, said he thought he kad occupied the position long enough. This 
was received with shouts of “ No! no!” and at our meeting on Tuesday next there 
will be a motion brought forward which, I trust, will meet with the approval of the 
members and also the president. Many thanks, Mr. Editor, for your kindness in 
eae the anglers of London the portrait of their best friend in your last number, 
—GADFELY, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was well attended last Wednesday 
evening, at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present were Messrs. F. G. 
Pearce (the hon. president), A. W. Beasley, J. Hill, J. P. Wheeldon, T. Huggett, J. 
Pattisson, HE. Bennett, J. L. Meyer, H. Gray, B. Foreman, E. Walker, R. 8. Fennings, 
D. Goodger, and J. Lander (hon. sec), Mr. T. Gillatt was unanimously elected to 
the chair, and after the minutes of the previous meeting had been confirmed, the 
health of the hon. president was honoured with acclamation. The business of the 
evening included several letters, one from Mr, P. Geen, of the Anglers’ Association, 
pointing out the necessity of re-stocking the river Lea, and asking this society to 
contribute towards a special fund to be raised for that purpose. The usual course 
was adopted, and Mr. Geen’s communication was referred to the committee for 
consideration. Mr. T. R. Sachs, who was away at the seaside, had written an 
interesting letter to the hon. sec., from which it appears that Mr. Sachs has 
been enjoying capital sea-fishing, taking upwards of sixty silver whiting 
a day, many of them weighing 2lb. each. He strongly recommends the sea-fishing 
at Deal, and said that the most efficient tackle when fishing from the pier was an 
ordinary paternoster, adorned with three hooks. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon had been fish- 
ing for trout at Maidenhead, with H. Wilder, and at Marlow ; but only one of about 
3lb. was captured, and this fish was duly returned, as J. P. W.’s sizeable trout haye to 
weigh about 5lb. Mr. Wheeldon, fishing on the opening day at Marlow, secured a 
brace of barbel; whilst his friend who accompanied him hada capital show of 
perch. Mr, H. Harden had inspected the river Cran, and duly reported thereon. 
He had also been fly-fishing on the upper waters of the Lea, and, although he had 
enjoyed good sport with the trout, was rather surprised by taking a couple of jack 
with the artificial fly. Mr, R. 8. Fennings had travelled 150 miles for a short day’s 
fishing, but his basket did not average llb. per mile. The chairman proposed 
“ Continued Prosperity to the Piscatorial Society,” and the proceedings closed with a 
vote of thanks to the chairman.-—R. B. 


REDDITCH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of the above club was held on Monday evening at the club- 
house, Brewer’s Arms Inn. There was a good attendance of members and friends. 
The dinner was well served by Mr. W. E. Crow, the host. Matters connected with 
the gentle art were brought forward and fully discussed, Songs and music concluded 
a very enjoyable evening.—JOHN WILKES, sec. , 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. ' ee 
At the meeting held on Wednesday, June 17th, it was decided that only members 
that are clear on the books up to date be entitled to compete in the competition of 
June 21st, likewise all such competitors be allowed to go where and fish how they 
like, subject to society’s rules.~ Mr. J. Smith, jun., late of the South Eastern, was 
elected a member of this society this evening. The following gentlemen were pro- 
posed, and will be elected on the 24th: Messrs. W. Marsh, T, Hill, J. Wrigley, and 
J.Clark. Members who have not yet received their privilege tickets, and require 
them for the Horley competition, are requested to apply to the secretary at once.— 
PIXIE, 





ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Messrs. Wood, C. Somar, Schmidt, and Carter went out on the first day of the 
season, and came home fairly well rewarded considering the brightness of the 
water. They placed on the trays jack, chub, roach, and perch. It was quite a treat 
to watch the faces of those who had not handled the rod for something like three 
months as the bags were emptied. For the benefit of those who do not attend often, 
I wish to state that our annual club outing will take place on the 28th inst.—W. H 


RIDER. 
THE SONS OF VULCAN ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

This association, of Preston, held their first angling contest of the season on Satur- 
day last. They proceeded to Garstang by wagonette, and, as theday was beautifully fine 
and a gentle breeze prevailed, some good sport was anticipated. This was soon 
realised, The contest was kept up with great spirit until the signal was given to 
draw lines, the prizes beiug awarded as follows:—1, Thomas Gilbert, 
2, James Chadwick ; 3, William Fairhurst ; 4, William Green; 5, William Alston ; 
6, John Greer. 


* 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway having granted the further 
privilege that anglers may book from New Cross, I wish to inform all the clubs who 
are entitled to fish in the great Argling Tournament, to be held at Horley, on June 
28th, the train leayes London Bridge at 7 a.m., and New Cross 7.6.a.m. “All monies 
and tickets unsold to be returned to hon. sec. at Alscot Arms, on Thursday, June 
25th, or to be disqualified the match.—W. ALLEN, hon. sec, ; 


SYSFON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of this society came off on Monday evening at the Bull’s Head, 
Syston, when about forty members were present. The chair was occupied by the 
vice-president, Mr. E. Hudson, and the vice-chair by the hon. sec., Mr. W. J. Whittle, 
The usual toasts were drunk, and it was shown that the society was in a prosperous 
condition, A vote of thanks was passed to the owners and occupiers of land adjoin- 
ing the river preserved by the society, and the concluding portion of the evening 
was convivially spent. 

WALWORTH PISCATORIALS, 

On the 18th inst. the first competition of the season of the above club took place 
with the following result: 1, Mr. A. Brodie, with 101b, 15#0z. of roach from Surrey 
Commercial Dock ; 2,Mr. Beckett, 41b. 10}0z. of dace from Richmond ; 3, Mr. F. G., 
41b. 6oz. of barbel and roach from Windsor, Mr. Grimmett had 3lb, 340z. of dace 
from Richmond. On Wednesday Mr, Gilbert exhibited a nice show of fish from the 
Ouse, among them being a bream that turned the scale at 3lb. 6oz. For the compe- 
tition on the 28th inst, it has been decided that all go together to Woking and give 
our old friend and fellow-member, Mr. Fox, a visit; if we can get a four-in-hand to” 
take us well and good; if not, we will go by rail. Several prizes are offered for this 
occasion. A letter from P. Geen, Esq., ve River Lea restocking, was read, and re- 
ferred to the committee for their consideration, the result of which will be reported 
later on. The following gentlemen were proposed as members of this society : 
Messrs. F. Allard, J. W. Smith, A. B. Howard, and J. W. Hopkins ; the election will 
take place on Thursday next. To be added to the prize list: A handsome duplex 
lamp for the largest barbel taken on Sundays, and one for the largest taken on 
Thursdays during the season.—PIXIE, 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. Mee 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place at the Pelican Hotel, All. 
Saints’-road, W., on Tuesday evening, 16th June, and being the first day of the open 
fishing season, commanded a good attendance. Several had tried their skill during 
the day, Mr. Huber being the first to arrive with a basket of chub and perch, taken, 
spinning at Shepperton, one of the latter weighing 1j1b. Mr. G, Pink followed with. 
15lb. of chub from Thames, the largest fish weighing 3lb. Mr. Beasley’s catch was 
more various, he having a barbel of 3lb., one chub weighing 2?1b., and also a trout 
of 3lb. Messrs. Harrison, Berger, and Thompson went farther afield for some 
bream fishing, but were not fortunate enough to secure any ; although there were 
plenty of large fish to be seen, they evidently require a little longer rest. The usual 
business of the evening was carried out, and the secretary announced that the list 
of prizes for 1885 was in the printer’s hands, and a quantity would be ready by the 
next meeting night. This list will somewhat exceed that of last year, the monetary 
yalue of the present list being £100 2s. 6d., out of which no prizes whatever are 
awarded for any but specimen fish, the system of fishing for gross weight prizes 
having been entirely set asidé by this society for the last three years, — . 
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* PIXIE” TESTIMONIAL. 


Srr,—With your permission I beg to return my sincere thanks to the members of 
the Walworth Piscatorials for their kind wishes and contribution of £1 1s., through 
their secretary, Mr.J. Boalch ; also to Mr. W. Marsh for 2s. 6d. towards the above. — 
Tam, Kc., H. W. FLower, Secretary “ Pixie” Testimonial. 

Rodney Piscatorials, the Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth, 





OPENING OF THE SEASON ON THE TRENT.—On the 16th the early morning trains 
from Nottingham down towards Newark and up towards Sawley, King’s Mills, and 
other favourite resorts of local fishermen were well filled, and very few returned 
with empty creels. The river, though rather low, was in good condition for sport, 
and some large catches of chub and perch are reported, but barbel were scarce, and 
roach and dace did not feed readily. Considerable execution was done with the fly, 
and in one instance a gentleman fishing in the neighbourhood of Beeston secured 
both a chub anda perch at one cast. At the various fishing clubs at night some 
good fish were weighed in, and it was generally considered that the angling season 
had commenced auspiciously. 
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MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILKE 


16-PLAIT ENAMEL WIRE CENTRE LINE, 


Brander, 


of the 
As 
ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


Sole Inventors 


Tested Fourteen Years ago by Captain Dunbar 


These Taper Lines are used by all noted anglers on all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind, 
remain strong after five years’ use, and re- dress equal to new at a nominal cost. 
world. 
application. 


Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 
Address, 


Honpreps of ourreaders will be going to different parts of the country 
fishing, and will stay at many fishing inns and hotels. May we ask any of 
them who happen to see these lines to give the Gazrrry a lift where they can ? 
For instance, we are quite willing to supply the GAZETTE gratis to any fishing 
inn or hotel which will exhibit a small, neat, framed show-c: ard of the Gazp ITE, 
which we will supply gratis. 

ANGLERS’ stories, as a general rule, must be taken cum grano salis, but here is one 
for the truth of which I am prepared to vouch. I may mextion that itis sent to me 
by a correspondent in whose veracity I have the most implicit sonfidence, and that the 
scene of the story isa flourishing little town not a score of miles from Aberdeen. 
“One of our town boys,’’ my correspondent writes, ‘ got a nice new fishing-rod as a 
present from his uncle lately, and he waited for the first Saturday he had free to give 
it a trial. When the day arrived, Jamie started to fish in the Don, and was gre oatly 
surprised to find, after ecstatically whipping the water for some time, that something 
had got hold of his hook. I think it must have been eithera salmonora sea-serpent— 
probably Jamie thought it was the latter, but he did not give us a chance to see. 





All faulty lines replaced with new ones 
“COTLON TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER.” 


With admirable presence of mind, he tookout his knife and severed the line, explain- 
ing afterwards that he was afraid the monster would break his rod !””—‘“ Rambler,’ 


in Aberdeen Evening Express. 


INES 


Elgin, John Hotchkis, Is 


40 Years. 


Grickhowell, 


TAPER SALRION AND TROUT LIBES ane OM THE ove 





LIRE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER, 


fur Salmon and Trout 


&e. 


Warranted to 


Iundreds of Testimonials that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in the 
As our Samples are of some 


value, two stamps must be sent with 





Wi. S; KIMB, 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 


EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES & roplcon QZ 
CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES, 


The finest Virginia Cigarette ever ex -y 
produced. For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 
and Tobacco are unsurpassed, They are the most 
popular ofall the American Brands, 


SOLD IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAUYU & CO. 
121, Queen Victoria Street, London, B.C. 


— Prince of Wales's 


SMOKING 
MIXTURE 


CIGARETTES 


(REGISTERED). 
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Sole Manufacturers— 


FRYER and COULTMAN, 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON'S 
TROUSERS, F | S if | N G COATS, 


STOCKINGS, JACKETS, 
WADERS 
anette" W AT E R p K ( () F 5 sane 


AWARDED ONLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
>t HE. FOR FISHING GOODS, 


Indiarubber and 37, Queen Victoria St., London, Kk. é. 





Oilskin 
M anufacturers, 





a —_—__. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM. 


FOREST and STREAM, 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tue Forest anp Stream hasa very extensive circula- 
tien among gentlemen the world over It stands at the 
head ot all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations iu Natural 
History. Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. [| Natural History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 

Game Bag and Gun The Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

Tne weekly numbers of the Forrest anp Srream 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
600 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; lds. 6d. for six 
months, 

Published by the Forrst anp STREAM PUBELISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Bubscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Mansron, SearRLe, and Rivineton, 
Crown Buildings, 88. Plect Street, London 
who can supply specimen copies. 





Important to Anglers 
THE MACNEE PATENT 


Prepared Fish Seale Fly, 


3d. each, on Drawn Gut. 

From article on ‘Fishing near Canter- 
bury,” in the FISHING GAZETTE, by 
R. B. Marston, Esq. 

“T set great store by these flies now, as I find 
they will kill when nothing else will.” 

N.B.—To guard the public against spurious imi- 
tations, these flies are done up in half-dozens and 
dozens, each box containing J. Macnee’s name in- 
side and Patent No, 4447 on cover, without which 
none are genuine, 

Sole English Agents— 


Messrs. BERNARD, London; FOSTER, 
Ashbourne ; WALTON, Richmond, 
Yorks. 


Sole Scotch Agent— 
Messrs. ANDERSON, Edinburgh. 
OR DIRECT FROM INVENTOR, 
JAMES MACNER, 
BOHALLY, PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


LOCH RANNOCH & LOCH TUMMEL FLIES. 


HARRIS'S CRYSTAL ROACH HOOKS. 


TISHING GAZETTE Notice, March 7, 1885 :— 

“Mr. TOM HARRIS, Fishing Tackle Maker, 7, 
Berkeley-street, Gloucester, sends us some of the 
nicest roach hooks (‘Crystal,’ ‘Sneck,’ and 
‘Round Bend’) on fine drawn gut, that we have 
everseen. The fault of the ‘Crystal’ hook is that 
it is frequently made too large for roach fishing— 
these are just right.” 

Gossamer Gut Lines, 3 yards tapered, 8d. each. 
Crystal and all other hooks to match lines, 90. per 
doz. Superior Trout Flies, to Gossamer Gut, Is. 6d. 
per doz, Best Chub Flies, ls, 6d. per doz. The 
Marston Trout Rods, made of Greenheart, 17s. 6d, 
and 21s, The patent “Sliced’’ Hooks, to best gut, 
ls. per doz.—T, H. being a practical angler, can 
with confidence recommend any article supplied. 








NOTICE TO ANG-ERS. 

HEH SUBSCRIPTION to the well- 
known BLUNHAM WATERS, 
this coming Season, will be Half-a- 
Guinea, just to defray the expenses of a 
Keeper, &c., and to put it within the 
reach of all who are fond of Angling, 
Early application for Tickets is requested, 
as the Proprietor wishes to make up the 


numpber,— Horse Shoes, Blunham, Sandy, ! 





THE 


REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 
form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 
PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD. 


“ It 


“SAVED MY LIFE, 


for the Fever had obtained a strong hold on Ub 
Inafew days I was quite well. »_Bixtract from 
letter of C. Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER QUARDIAN in Albania, 
referring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s, 8d., 
1ls., and 21s, each, 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN: 
LONDON, E.C. 


TO NOBLEMEN, GENTLEMEN, 


AND FISH CULTURISTS. 
RANK GOSDEN and SON, Fish 
Culturists to His Late Grace the Duke of 
Wellington, K.G., P.C., seek RHE-ENGAGE- 
MENTS, together or separate, after the 19th of 
June. F. G., senior, sixteen years pupil of the 
late Frank Buckland, Her Majesty’s Inspector of 
Fisheries. Reason of leaving, the present Duke 
relinquishing the Fishery.—Address, the Duke’s 
Fishery, Sherfield-on-Lodden, Basingstoke. 


ICKIE’S VOICE IMPROVER.—AI 


Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’S celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds. Sold 
in packets, 6d. and Is, each, W holesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.HLS,, 


Dealer in all kinds of 
Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, 


for the Aquarium. 


52, KING WILLIAM STREBET. 
Several Miles 


FREE TROUT FISHING 


Inthe BARLE and EXE. Good Accom- 
modation may be had at the ROYAL 
OAK INN, WITHYPOOL, TAUNTON. 


T. TUDBALL, Proprietor. 


FISHING. YACHTING. 
Comfortable Apartments to be LET, for 
the week or month, at a FARMHOUSE 
on the NORFOLK BROADS, surrounded 
by picturesque scenery. Moderate charges, 
and good living. Sailing boats, fishing 
punts, &e., can “be engaged. 

VISITORS SF OW ARR ANGE EARLY. 


Apply to W. Y., Wroxham Post Office, 
orwich. 


&e., 
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TROUT OVA & FRY. 


SEASON 1884-5. 

Orders booked at the following low rates :— 
OVA SALMO FARIO........ 20s, to 80s. per 1000 
LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. 
~ *  FONTINALIS do. , do ,, 
FRY SALMO FARIO 30s. ,, 40s. =, 
LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. ag 
ne FONTINALIS do. ,, do. s 

YEARLINGS £2 per 100, £15 per 1,000. 
Hatching Apparetus and Fishing 
Tackle of all kinds supplied. 
THE “MARSTON” FLY-ROD, 17s. 6d. 
and 21s. 

BEST TROUT FLIES, 2s. per doz. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out, 
ADDRESS : 


THOMAS FORD, 


MANOR FISHERY , 
Caistor, Lincolnshire, 


“ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 different flies with ways 
of manufacture and seasons of use. 
N.B.—Certain kinds of Coarse Fish supplied. 


NEW FISHING JACKET, 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
MR. KELSON, 


Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON, 
TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
60, New Bond Street, LONDON. 


” ” 


” 





Prices and Particulars upon Application. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 


Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 

Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order 

Kelson’s Gaff, 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACE, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON, 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 

GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 
Three yards, 8d. each. Post Free, 9d. 
“ We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 2lb. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season,”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883. 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 3 yards, 3d., 4d., and 6d, each 
FISHING GAZETTE G mer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to 1s. 9d., twisted do. 
Is. 6d. ; Hair, 3 yards, 3d. and 4d,; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk, 25 yards, 1s., 1s. 8d., and 1s. 6d.; prepared 
20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d.per yard. Prepared Salmon 
Lines, 14 yard, 8s. 6d. 100 yards. Good Gut, 12in., 
1s, per hank, about 100 strips, I4in., ls. 6d.; 
Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s, 6d.; 12in., 8s. 6d. ; 14in., 
4s, 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut, 8d. Hel 
Hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal 1s. 100, 

FLIES.—Trout, 11d. doz., on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d.; chub 13d. each, 1s. 2d. doz.; May 
Flies, cork bodies, 2d, each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d. each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, ls. each; gimp do., 10d. 
each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s., rung, 1s. $d., rung, 
winch fittings, ls. 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., lls. 6d.,and 15s, 6d. The 
** Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d. and 21s. 

WINCHES.—Briss, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; bronze check 
2hin., 3s. 6d. ; 8in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 24in., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in., 
9s. 6d. ; 4in., 12s. 6d. Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 8d. Tull-sized leather 
fly books, from 1s. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s. each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts,14 yard, ls. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTH, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., ls. 9d. each; post free, 2s. See notice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan, 24, 1885. 

Postage extra on all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Eins Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No, 17, King William Street, Charing C oss, 
London, W.C. Istablished 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000. ADVANCWS made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years. Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred).—ROBERT 
P, HART,Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to, 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
ject, Easy repayments, aud no genuine applica- 
tion refused, A gentleman sent from the bink to 
carry out all arrangements. 


BLAIR’S 
GOUT 
PILLS. 

















GOUT OR RHEUMATISM, 
The excruciating pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele- 
brated Medicine, 
Sold by all Chemists at 
1s, 14d, and 2s 9d, per box, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GOOD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 
RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 
Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


“ SPHCIALITIES ’ FOR THE COMING SEASON. 

The Trent Otter’s ‘* Special’? Nottingham roach, 
chub, barbel, and pike rods, 11 and 12ft. long, safety 
rings, superior finish, and perfect action, in parti- 
tion case, price only 6s.6d. each, These rods are 
equal to any half-guinea rods sold. 

Do., with “ Bell's Life” rings, stoppers, partition 
case, and very superior finish, 93. each, 

First quality Nottingham solid star back reels, 
Sin. 8s. 6d., 3hin. 4s., 4in, 4s. 6d., 43in.5s. The best 
in the market. 

Very first quality Nottingham silk twist lines 
(selected)—roach, 80yds., 1s. 6d.; 40yds , 9d. Chub 
and barbel, 80yds., 1s, 6d. ; 40yds., 9d. 

Superior complete outfits, 10s. 6d, 12s., 15s, 6d., 
20s.,.and 26s. each, 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 


THE USK. 


For Salmon and Trout Fishing. Acknowledged 
Premier River in England. 

Anglers contemplating a visit to this far-famed 
stream, and who may be desirous of obtaining 
genuine information as to Fishing Locality, 
Quarters, &e., shouid address letters to 

AMES WILLIAMS, 
No. 2, CASTLE PARADE, USK. 

J. W. supplies Fishing Trousers, Stockings, 
Special Made Brogues, Salmon Baits, Reels, Lines, 
and other accessories required by the angler. None 
but the best of goods at reasonable prices for cash, 

Patronised by all the leading sportsmen and ex- 
pert anglers of the day. 

The only true and correct pattern Coracle, or 
Ancient Fishing,Boat of the Britons, made on the 
spot and supplied. 

NOTE THE ADDRESS, 


R, ALL ABOUT FLOTATION. 
By F. W. Brewster, M.A., 
Trin. Coll, Cam. A book ALL 
sould read, whether they can 
swim or not. Of special import- 
ance to Parents and. Guardians. 
Crown 8vo., cloth extra, price 
2s. 6d. post free, from the special 
Agency :—S. E. HOLLAND, 93, 
Regent-st., W. 5 
Or of the Publishers, 
ROBERTS and LEETEH, Lime- 
street-square, H.C. 
And all Booksellers. 


Wonderful Medicine, 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guineaa 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, _ giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
and all nervous and 


HOW 10 
avon 


BEING 


DROWNED, 











sleep, frightful dreams, 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands ofcase.. Every 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, aud they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX. 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them, 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health, 

For a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like “ MAGIC,” and 
a few doses will be found to work wonders ypon 
the most important organs of the human machine, 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe. These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world. 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, &c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BRECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed. 

CAUTION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BEECHAM’S PILLS, St. Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T, Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s, 14d. and 2s, 9d. each. 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 86 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom, 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, 


THE 





See the Wield, November 1st; 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 


Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 
hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible, 

There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 

It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 

In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. 

Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 

Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 

Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs, 
Received the Highest Awards in the World atthe Great 

International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 

General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 

for Flies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 

Trout Reels ; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 

for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 

Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Also, set 

Diplomas of Honour. 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


the FISHING 


TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, CRESHAM STREET, 





D. SLATER, 
PORTLAND ST., NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


FISHING ROD, REEL, 


AND TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 


WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND EXPORT. 


AWARDED THIRTEEN PRIZE MEDALS, DIPLOMAS, AND SPECIAL MONEY 
PRIZES since 188]. 


reduced prices. 


American, 





AT 


SLATER’S PATENT COMBINATION REELS at greatly 


The only perfect Nottingham Reel Manu- 


factured.—Sole Wholesale Agents :—R. HARRISON, BART- 
LEET and Co., Metropolitan Works, Redditch. 

Slater’s Noted Greenheart Trout Rods, 10s. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Rods, 5s, 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d., 
93. 6d.,and 10s. 6d. Very superior Thames Trout Spin- 
! ning Rods, 12s. 6d. Slater’s Highly-finished Greenheart 

Pike Rods, 12s. 6d. each. Superior Braided Waterproof 
Silk Trout Lines, 1d. per yard ; equal in every way to the 
The Climax Landing Net, with A. T. Allcock’s 
Patent Folding Joint. 
yard long, 1s. 6d. per dozen, post free. 


ALL K'NDS OF RODS, REELS, AND TACKLE MADE TO ORDER, 
THE 


Superior Nottingham Tackle, 1 


Works—Hardy’s Yard, Stodman Street, Newark-on-Trent. 
32-PAGE CATALOGUE POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS. 





TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


SUMMER TOURS IN 
SCOTLAND. 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver,| GLASGOW AND THE 


HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER. 


FACTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms :— 


149, Litre $71, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, anc 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


PIKE, PERGH, & BREAM FISHING, 
at OULTON, near LOWESTOFT. 
By staying at the 


WHERRY HOTEL, 


MUTFORD BRIDGE, 
Anglers have the best Fishing on the 





Broad and Rivers free. Terms moderate. 
seit htt alee eed SS Se eg ls aie 


TO SPORTSMEN. 





WATERPROOF BOOTS 
Mae of the Old-fashioned Bark Tanned Leather. 
18s., 21s., 25s., 27s., 80s., 85s.. 428. per pair. 
HIGH-LEG WATERPROOF BOOTS, of great use 
upon some waters to Anglers who do not use 
Waders. * 80s, per pair. 

Send old boot for size, 

HATTON BROS, and CO., 15, St. Peter-street 
Hereford. 


HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route, via Crinan and Caledonian Canils.) 

TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS 
issued, entitling the holder to sail during the time 
specified, in any or all of the fleet of (19) steamers, 
and to any part of the Highlands at which they 
may call. One week, £3; two weeks, £5; or six 
separate days, £3 10s, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER 


STEAMER 
“6 19 
COLUMBA” OR IONA” 
Sails Daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 
7 a.m., and from Greencck about 9 a.m., in connec- 
tion with Express trains from London and the 
South, Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c,, for Kyles of 
Bute,Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, conveying passengers 
for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Loch Awe, Staffa 
and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornaway, &c., &c. 
Official Guide, 3d.;-Illustrated, 6d, and Is., at 
W. H. SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls; Bill, 
with Map and Tourist Fares, iree, at Messrs, 
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practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
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(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
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as SPECIALITIES. 
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ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 26. 


By Mr. GEO. M. KELSON. 
Mixed Wings. 


WE often hear of mixed wings, but how often do we see them? 
Never ; unless the flies are the work and property of those having 
an accurate perception of, and closely familiar with, all the intricacies 
in every branch of our sport. These arethe men who make and use 
them, not for the mere sake of novelty or experiment, but from the 
inspired force of necessity—men who regard salmon-fishing in a 
totally different light to the ordinary observer, looking upon harling 
almost in derision, and entering into it only as mere by-play. 

I submit—indeed, it is manifest—that in the sequestered pool, 
reflecting the quivering trees, with the yellow leaf sleeping on its 
bosom, and the salmon roaming fearlessly about the limpid water, 
we require something entirely at variance with the characteristic 
patterns specially dressed for open meadow streams. 

It is commonly supposed that a few strips of feather, a touch of 
teal, a cheek of chatterer, with other pickings and scrapings, con- 
stitutes a mixed wing. Such, however, is not the case, and would 
come more correctly under the heading of bwilt wings. 

Sooner or later I may offer reasons in “ Odds and Ends” why and 
where it is advisable to use the one and the other. Certain it is, the 
novice can learn to manipulate these easily enough, and the question 
of “preference ” we wiil for the time being postpone. Mathematically 
speaking, we cannot construct mixed wings for the fibres to run 
parallel—it would be no gain if we could; but by laying down 
strands separately of the left side of each of our feathers to the right, 
and those of the right to the left, the student in a couple of lessons 
might learn to place them on the iron so that the coveted arching 
which we always like to see could scarcely be missed. 

Having decided, then, toform a couple of wings from the feathers 
which we will assume are now before us, and having set aside such 
specimens as red macaw tail and others which do not curve naturally, 
begin to arrange the left piles for the near side wing—that is to say, 
the wing next us, when the hook is in the left hand and held 
downwards by the bend. Take Teal, Gallina, Summer Duck, and the 
like first, and holding either by the quill at the but end in the left 
hand, strip from the right side of it as much as is required, remem- 
bering that while so doing youvare looking upon the best side of the 
plume. That is important, because if you reversed the feather and 
had the dull part up, you would be plucking material for the other 
wing. 

To facilitate matters, work on and over a piece of cardboard : it not 
only assists the sight in all stages of fly-dressing, but single fibres 
especially are better controlled on it than on a polished table. We 
are now to make little piles with various single shreds, and in placing 
each strand on its back, take care as you progress that the points 
extend so far, and no farther, than the rest. For this purpose the 
stiletto is invaluable, because if you lay the strand down of itself it 
is pretty sure to topple over, and in re-arranging it you upset all the 
rest ; but if when putting it alongside at starting, or on the others as 
the bunch increases, you gently press it with the stiletto, it readily 
leaves your fingers instead of sticking to them. 

I never make less than three, or more than six lumps, and, of 
course, you can dispense with one or two as you please, if you find 
you are overstocked. 

As soon as the operation of picking up and packing is over, the 
head part of the hook (which up to now has been left bare) is to be 
firmly and closely covered with a single layer of the tying silk, 
touched with varnish, and the wing bowed and tied on while the 
varnish is wet. 

To guard against error in bowing, take the whole bundle near the 
centre edgewise between the thumb and forefinger of the left hand 
(the longest strands, of course, at top), taking hold,- too, with the 
right close against the left, knuckles up. The motion—though the 
definition is rather vague—reminds one of the second figure in the 
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nursery scratch-cradle, except that the hands are not quite separated, 
the two thumbs and forefingers being hinged, so to speak, as the 
hands are turned completely upside down. 

It is obvious during this process that the fibres cannot be held very 
tightly, or they would break ; but grasp and hold them as firmly as 
possible. 

The “picking up and packing” previously is a very simple 
business. Passing the stiletto under one of the packets, you place it on 
the forefinger of the left hand, palm up, for the thumb to close on the 
underside of the fibres, Set each of those that follow a trifle longer 
by the side, not over, and finally pinch all the buts together, still 
holding the part above with the thumb as you have it so that that 
remains as it is. 

Repeat all this with the opposite stock, and after pinching as 
before, lay one on the other, the better side of both outwards, when 
they will be ready to bow and adjust, though previously to tying on 
any refractory or perverse strands must be entirely removed. 

When handled for fixing, be careful to keep them on the top of 
the iron. After a turn or two of the silk, leave off and lift up the 
buts on either side. You will probably find that this holding and 
pulling will tend to straighten the strands again; but they can be 
restored after a few more turns of the tying silk by shifting the 
fingers of the left hand higher up the wings, to make room to gently 
squeeze and pull back the lower part with the right. The disposi- 
tion to regain their usual sweep can be identified at any time and 
secured ; but the counter-pressure with the right hand to aid it, and 
the pinching to get them flat instead of spreading all over the hackles, 
should be repeated at short intervals before the scissors are needed. 
Horns, or a couple of slight strips of Mallard at top, can be added ; 
or in large patterns, Cheeks, or even Toppings. 

But in trimming the waste to shape the foundation for the head, 
it is necessary to hold the fine-pointed embroidery scissors. along 
the shank of the hook, not across it, and the varnish applied before 
the silk is wound, and the cowp-de-grace given. 





ISSUE OF TICKETS FOR FISHING FROM THAMES WEIRS. 


It is the intention of the Conservancy to issue tickets to persons 
desirous of fishing from Thames weirs. The charge for the tickets 
will be ten shillings, and they will be sold by the Secretary of the 
Thames Conservancy, whose address is 41, Trinity-square, Tower- 
hill, E.C. 

Holders of the tickets will be subject to the following con- 
ditions :— 

The tickets will be issued subject to the Thames Acts and the 
rules and regulations made by the Conservators. 

The permission will be granted subject to any existing private 
fishing, or other rights. 

The tickets will be not transferable, and will entitle the holders to 
go on the weirs between 6 a.m. and an hour after sunset, the Conser- 
vators not being responsible for any accidents. 

If any injury or interference with the tackle or paddles of the 
weirs be committed, the offender will be liable to penalties, and to 
the withdrawal of the permission granted by the ticket. 

If from any cause whatever it is deemed desirable by the lock- 
keeper having control over the weir to prevent persons going on such 
weir, he shall refuse admission thereon to any ticket-holder, reporting 
the same without delay to the Conservators. 

The ticket-holder, before going upon any weir, shall, on each 
occasion, sign his name in a book kept by the nearest lock-keeper, 
stating the date and time of his visit, and shall produce his ticket 
when required by any officer of the Conservators. 

The ticket will entitle the holder to go on the following weirs 
only :— 

Osney, Sandford, Sutton, Day’s, Crowmarsh, Cleve (upper), 
Goring, Whitchurch, Maple Durham, Caversham, Marsh, Hambleden, 
Bray, Boveney, Romney, Old Windsor, Bell, Sunbury, Molesey, and 
Teddington. 

Tickets will be renewable on the first of January in each year. 





BUSTARD FISHING. 


Your correspondent, “ Helwr,” in last week’s Gazerre, states his opinion that 
“no sportsman angles for trout in the dark, which is tantamount to shooting 
birds sitting.” Did he ever try it? If not, he would be surprised to find how 
much skill it requires. Iwill undertake to eat for breakfast all the trout he 
catches between dark and daylight at his first essay. Some people think that 
every kind of angling except with the artificial fly is little short of poaching. 
I believe in all kinds of legitimate fishing with the rod, but would place every 
possible restriction upon all sorts of netting. Now, as to Bustard-fishing. The 
first thing is to have the water low and a good night. It should be warm, and 
neither too light nor too dark. A cloudy night without moon is apt to be too 
dark, and a moonlight night without clouds is always too light. Under such 
circumstances I should fish the small fly, and never puta Bustard on. The best 
night of all is a cloudy one, with about half a moon “ wading” in and out. It 
is seldom of any use in June to put Bustards on till about 11 o'clock, till which 
time the small fly should be used. The best places are rocky pools, not too 
deep ; and if there are a few cobbles standing out at the edge, trout will be found 
feeding amongst them. The Bustard, of which I use three at once, a yard apart, 
should be fished with quite a short line, mainly to facilitate quick striking, A 
very slight “nip ” is usually all that is felt, and you cannot strike too quick. 
A dull-nerved man will never make a good Bustard-fisher. He will let many a 
good trout have a suck, and swim quietly away without knowing that a fish has 
been near him, whilst an expert hand will be making them “ splatter” every few 
minutes not many yards off him. The line should be thrown across the run, and 
drawn slowly down and across towards the edge. My belief is that trout take 


the Bustard not for the big natural moth, from which it takes its name, but for 
the Stone Fly, which may often be seen fluttering along the water from stone 
to stone. Hence the advantage of fishing ‘“‘among the cobbles,” as poor Dick 
Routledge used to say. Trout seldom take the Bustard well all through the 
night, but knock off soon after midnight. Then is the time to join your “pal,” 
if you have one, eat your sandwiches, try if the water mixes well with whiskey, 
and enjoy a pipeanda chat. Ona fine summer night this is a most blissful 
half-hour, and many a time have I spent it alone. As soon as the first streak of 
dawn appears, often at this time of year about quarter past one, you must not 
lose a moment, for in the next hour or so you will probably kill more than you 
have in your creel. It soon becomes too light for the pools, and then into the 
streams you go, fishing every little eddy and swirl, and if you don’t have sport 
it is not my fault. Ihave told you all Iknow. They will take in the streams 
till it is broad daylight sometimes ; but, curiously enough, they will not look at 
the small fly then, There is something very fascinating about Bustard-fishing, 
but it won’t do for a man whose fingers are all thumbs. When it is too dark to 
see anything, you must be pretty good at feeling. A clumsy man will hook his 
own coat or a bush oftener than a trout. My favourite Bustards are red wings 
with yellow body, and yellow wings with red body. It is of no consequence 
what the particular shade is. They should have a small piece of chamois 
leather tied in at the tail, and be dressed on No.5 or 6 Kendal hooks; bodies 
thick, with ostrich herl at head and tail. SILVER GREY, 





OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


Mr. Joun Moore, of Ulcoats, Cumberland, whilst trolling on Crummock 
Lake the other day captured a very fine, well-shaped trout, scaling 121b. It 
had swallowed a small trout which he had just commenced to reel in, and only 
took about five minutes to play before the net was slipped underit. The fish 
has been intrusted to Mr. W. Grayson, of Whitehaven, to be set up. 

* * * 


* * 


Mr. Alfred Mackrill writes : “I began the campaign on the evening of the 
16th, with my usual tackle, ‘the finest-drawn gut.’ The fish were very shy. 
In the evening, looking over my take, I had three dozew roach and dace 
and one bream. Next day (the 17th) I did better : ten dozen roach and dace, 
nine bream, and one perch weighing one pound. On the 19th, fishing with a 
friend, a member of the Reading Angling Association, we took twenty- 
one dozen roach and dace, nine bream, and one perch weighing one pound. The 
river is full of fish ; but any angler who uses strong tackle will be ‘nowhere.’ 
P.S.—Nearly the whole of the fish taken I returned to the river.” 


* k * * 


Mr. Mackrill deserves his success, as he fishes with brains—not the nasty mess 
sometimes used for chub-fishing, but his own brains—and fine tackle. : 
* a * * ae 


Can any of our readers tell us how to obtain some white peacock feathers ? 
= * * * * 


Mr. T. Andrews, of Guildford, killed a brace of trout in the river Wey with 
May Fly, on Friday last, which weighed 111b.—viz., one 631b. and one 431b,— 
probably the best brace killed this season in England. i 

* * * 

The annual dinner of the Clapton Angling Society takes place on the Ist of 
July, and is, we hear, to be made the occasion for presenting a handsome gold 
English lever watch to Mr. Howse, the hon. sec., in recognition of the great 
services he has rendered the club. The chair will be taken by Mr. R. B. 
Marston, president of the club. 

* * * * * 

We are glad to receive the following note from Herr Max V. D. Borne, the 
celebrated German pisciculturist and angler :—“ Dear Sir,—It will interest you 
to hear that my thirteen black bass have spawned, and that I have caught 
eleven thousand eight hundred of their fry and placed them in ponds which 
contain no other fish. I am now almost certain that this fish will be plentiful 
in a few years in the tributaries of the Oder.” 

* * * * 

As we have often said, the black bass isa splendid fish—a bold biter, a grand 
fighter, and very good to eat. It should, of course, be kept out of trout and 
grayling streams. Whitewater must be full of black bass now, as those put in 
by Lord Exeter are said to have spawned several seasons past. _ 

* * * * * 


The Thames Weir question is now settled, much on the lines we anticipated ~ 
last week. To anglers who go for one or two days’ fishing to the Thames 
during the season the charge of ten shillings for fishing from a weir will be, in — 
most cases, prohibitive ; but the Aabitués of the river will no doubt welcome the 
imposition as tending to keep the weirs select. The effect on the trout-fishing 
will certainly not be bad. It should be noted that all the weirs are not thrown 
open to ticket-holders. 

* * * * 

Should any future Government follow the excellent example set by our 
Canadian friends, and promote pisciculture in this country, the Thames would 
certainly have the first claim. The various fishery preservation associations 
could easily be united and joined into a fishery board. With a very small 
grant from the Government, an immense deal could be done for the river. = 

* * ™ * * 


The Conservators have now an opportunity of doing a graceful, and what 
would certainly be a popular, act. The money they receive from the anglers 
they might divide among the different angling associations, to whose public- 
spirited action the great improvement in Thames trouting is certainly due. 

* * * * * 


A finer sight than is to be seen in any aquarium has been witnessed from the 
horse-bridge at Marsh Lock (Henley) during the past few days. It seems to 
have become the regular custom for the barbel and chub of that part of the river 
to congregate on the shallows below Marsh weir for the purpose of scouring 
themselves after spawning. Disbelievers in Thames fish and fishing should only 
see them there. If the shallows could be netted, some tons of fish would be the — 
result. Many barbel of 5, 6, and 7lb. were seen, and chub, some of which could 
not have weighed less than 5lb. Among the larger fish were large shoals of 
small dace, which, if the spawning season were not over, would no doubt be 
given the credit of picking up the spawn dropped by the chub and barbel. As 
a matter of fact, they lie behind the barbel to feed on the water insects stirred 
up by the large fish as they roll and vigorously rub their sides on the gravel, 
clouding the water as they do so. 

* * * * * 

Now, it is not a difficult thing to foul-hook a barbel under these circum- 
stances, and we once did see an angler, who shall this time be nameless, flinging 
a large gimp-mounted Devon minnow over the shallow, hooking not a few fish, 
none of which he succeeded in landing. We were invited to join in the “rare 
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lark,” but declined to do so in such terms that Mr. Foul-hooker sneaked off, 
more or less ashamed of himself. 
ae a 8 * # 

It is a very curious thing that, though so many large chub and barbel are 
seen every spring at Marsh weir, the angling about there is decidedly inferior, 
and a good bag of chub and barbel is extremely rare. The fish are there, but 
they won't bite. They must eat something, and it may be that some new kind 
of natural food has made its appearance in the river, and is deemed by the fish 
to be superior to lob-wormg and greaves. 

* * * * * 

At Marsh weir is a paper mill, the refuse from which goes into settling tanks 
made a year or two ago by the side of the weir pool. The solid matter is all 
supposed to settle, and the liquid pours into the river. From time to time the 
deposit in the tanks is cleaned out. This is what happened to our knowledge 
once, and probably more often: the men engaged in clearing out the tanks 
piled the stuff on the edge of the weir, with the natural and probably intended 
result that large portions of it went into the river. Comment is needless on 
this sort of thing. It is very doubtful if the tanks are large enough to take all 
the refuse from the mill and allow it properly to settle. Captain Etheridge, 
the energetic superintendent of the Upper Thames, has his eye on them. 

* * * a a 


We recorded last week how Dr. Brooks, of Henley, a veteran angler of 
eighty-four years of age, killed some fine trout the other day. There is a good 
tale told of the old gentleman. One day, strolling by Marsh weir, he noticed a 
novice of the gentleart fishing in any but aningenious manner for trout. ‘* What 
are you fishing for ?” asked the doctor. “Trout,” answered the youth. ‘‘ Well, 
you won't catch any that way ; give me your tackle, and I'll show you how to 
do it.” The old gentleman took the rod, made a few casts, and at aboat the 
third throw hooked a nicely-conditioned trout, much to the delight of the 
owner of the rod. To the lock-keeper’s cottage all three—doctor, novice, and 
trout—then went, and the latter was weighed, turning the scale at 3lb. ‘“ He's 
a regular beauty,” said the doctor. “He is that!” chorused the lock-keeper 
and the novice. ‘Do you sell your trout ?” queried the doctor. ‘TI shall get 
half-a-crown a pound for him, anyway,” replied the novice. During this little 
conversation the old gentleman had produced a clean pocket-handkerchief, wet 
it, and laid the trout onit. ‘ Ah!” remarked he, after a second’s thought, “ it 
will do nicely for a patient of mine ; it’s just what I wanted. Many thanks for 
the loan of your rod. Good morning,” and marched off with the trout in his 
capacious pocket. 

* * * * * 

The lock-keeper enjoyed the joke. The novice looked blank, and said—— 
Well, what he said is best represented by many blanks. 
* * x * * 

In answer to many kind inquiries, we are happy to say that E. Walton 
Marston is recovering from his recent dangerous illness. 





CEUBSRERORAS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A great number of members were out on the 21st, after three months’ rest, but the 
result was notas expected. Mr. Moir, bream 51b. 15oz., roach Ib. 90z.; Mr. Wicks, 
roach 100z.—both from Dagenham ; Mr. Taylor, bream 1lb. 14oz., roach 2lb.; Mr. 
Farebrother, roach Ilb. 7oz.—from the Stort. The 32nd annual dinner will take 
place at Mr, Coomes’, the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, Herts, on July 5th. Mr. 
Coomes’ room has been added to, and is now capable of dining 140 persons. A special 
general meeting will be held in the club-room on July 15th, to take into considera- 
tion the present subscription paid into the society. A return visit will be‘held on 
July 15th on the Central Association list—J. WORLEDGE. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.—VISITING LIST No. 2. 

The next return visit on this list will take place on Monday, July 6th, at the 
Little Independent Angling Society, held at the Russell Arms, Bedford-street, 
Ampthill-square, N.W. (the best way to reach this society is by taking the third 
turning on the left of Swinton-street, Euston-road), when I hope to see all the 
clubs on the list represented. If angling friends will oblige by reaching this club 
by 8.30 or 9 o'clock, I shall take it as a very great favour.—F.. THORLING, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 10s. 6d., 
donation from the Grange Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The trays of the above society were well filled on Wednesday, the 17th inst., the 
following members weighing in: Messrs. A. Glass, D. Liston, C. Watkins, W. Smith, 
A. Shakle, and D. Davis. On the 2Ist inst. several members of the above club 


competed for three prizes, go where you please at Chertsey, only one prize being 


taken, Mr, A. Shakel being the successful competitor.—D, DAVIS, sec. 





BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Wednesday we had a good muster of members, and the usual business of the 
club was got through, and two new members were unanimously elected. There 
were a great number out on the 21st, but met with very poor sport.—O. H, M. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society mustered in force on Friday evening, the 19th 
inst., when a number of gentlemen promised prizes varying from half a guinea to 
two guineas, the same to be placed in the hands of the committee, to be dealt with 
as they may determine. Particulars will be duly announced. The funds thus aug- 
mented, the society will later in the season give a substantial prize to the old mem- 
bers and those joining at the commencement of the season. The committee, there- 
fore, in considering these matters, deem it advisable to give the piscators outside a 
chance of sharing these prizes and attaching themselves to this society by keeping 
the books open until the 17th July, and all members dating therefrom will be 
eligible to participate therein. Haying completed the business of the evening, the 
members tried their abilities vocally, &c., and with good result ; Mr, Cole in parti- 
cular, an acquisition to the society, and a tenor of no mean order, delighting his 
hearers with a capital rendering of “ Alice, Where art Thou?” Mr. Harry Dunn fol- 
lowed with a humorous song, “ Born Drunk’”’ (in which he is inimitable), Other 
members assisted in the harmony ereditably : the society is certainly musical, both 
vocally and instrumentally. On the 21st the members were at work, commencing 
the season in earnest, and in the evening keeping the scales going freely, Mr. James 
Smith being most successful, weighing in a fine catch of barbel and roach, one of the 
latter scaling more than 1lb. Messrs. H. Dunn and T. Keeble made their start on 
Monday, and had capital sport, resulting in a catch of barbel of 30lb. weight. 
Members of other angling societies or clubs are respectfully invited every Friday 
evening at 8,30, and the Brunswicks will be pleased to entertain them, and to accept 
invitations in return.—J OHN SMITH, sec. 


BUCKLAND UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY, ARDWICK, MANCHESTER, 
The members of the above society held their first fishing contest of the season on 
Saturday last, June 20th, in the canal at Broken Cross, Near Northwick, when 26 


members assembled to compete for 15 prizes given by the club and several members. 
After a close contest of two hours’ duration the following gentlemen were successful 
in gaining prizes :—lst, G. Craddock ; 2nd, J. T. Mitchell; 3rd, J. Wild; 4th, J. 
Coates ; 5th, J. Johnson ; 6th, W. Brown; 7th, W. Duckett ; 8th, 0. H. Webb ; 9th, 
H. Thompson ; 10th, F. Bibby; 11th, F. Hodgkinson; 12th, G. Skinner ; 13th, D. 
Nield; 14th, J. M. Woore ; 15th, J. F. Goodier. On Monday evening we assembled 
at the club-house and sat down to a first-class dinner, provided by our host, Mr. 
Johnson. After the cloth had been removed and the prizes awarded to the successful 
members, the rest of the evening was devoted to harmony, some first-rate songs being 
given by several members and old friends, amongst which may be mentioned Mr. 
Sam Sunsberg’s two capital songs, “There are Kind Hearts Everywhere” and “ The 
Bay of Biscay ” ; Mr. G. Oliver’s “ Proverbs” ; Mr. W. Brown’s amusing song, “ The 
Chinaman” ; Mr. Joe Sunsberg’s “John Barleycorn,” and several others, which 
brought a very pleasant evening to a terminationFRED, BIBBY, sec. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had but a very poor show on the opening day of the season;a good many 
members went out, but only five weighed in fish—viz., Mr. J. Hadkiss, bream and 
roach ; Mr, A. Blaney, roach ; Mr. J. Searle, bream and roach ; Mr, J. Kerry, rudd ; 
Mr. J. Hopkins, two nice chub, one scaling 211b.—T. G. WALKER. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st inst. the majority of the members of the above society availed them- 
selves of an opportunity to break the long interval. Although our trays were not 
all full, the shows were very fair considering the early part of the season, Mr. 
Brinkman winning Mr. Elliott’s prize with a nice show of roach. Mr. A. Field’s 
daily prize will be competed for on the 28th inst. A supper will be held at the club- 
house on the 9th July, upon the occasion of presentation of testimonial to Mr, T, 
Mathew, late secretary. Members please note.—E. C. 





THE CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 
I am pleased to inform you that the “Castle Piscatorials” was duly formed last 
night, with its local habitation at The Castle, and shall be greatly obliged by your 
duly noting the fact in your columns.—F. EH. Lon@LEY, hon, sec. 





CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the 
chair. It being the first meeting night in the present season, a large number of 
members and friends were present, and some good trays of fish shown, Mr. G, 
Colls, Mr. J. Ellis, Mr. D. Binks, and Mr. H. Short having barbel, dace, chub, and 
trout from the Thames ; and Mr. H. J. Beck a splendid barbel of 811b. from the Lea, 
near Ordnance Factory, which he took whilst spinning with a minnow for trout ; 
he also landed a trout of 25lb. Final arrangements were made for the annual dinner 
on the Ist of July next; I shall be pleased to forward tickets, 3s. 6d. each, to any 
anglers desirous of being present. There will be an excellent dinner and vocal and 
instrumental music. Late trains (Great Hastern Railway) from Stamford Hill and 
Clapton, ten minutes’ walk from our club-house, and trams to City, passing Hackney 
and Dalston stations (North London Railway), so that there are excellent facilities 
for those members and visitors coming from and beyond London. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. sharp, our president, R. B. Marston, Esq., in the chair, and I am 
promised the honour of the presence of many influential anglers and friends. Four 
new members were proposed ; their election by ballot will be confirmed on Monday 
next, Considerable attention was given as to renting waters by our society for the 
current season, and I hope we may be able to add to the waters taken by our society 
last season, which were so appreciated by our members. The chairman read a 
letter from Mr, P. Geen on the re-stocking of the River Lea, asking a subscription 
for that purpose from the Clapton. The letter was received with great satisfaction 
by all the members assembled, and the sum of two guineas was unanimously voted, 
supplemented with the remark by the proposer that he thought a further subscrip- 
tion would willingly be granted for the purpose if such should be needed ; this was 
also received with applause. The river Lea is to our society what the Thames is to 
those living within easy reach of its banks, and our society will aid by all means in 
its power the preservation and re-stocking of its waters as energetically as it has 
worked against its pollution by the sewage from the Tottenham Works. Hoping 
and quite believing in an excellent gathering on Wednesday next, the Ist inst., and 
that we may not only see familiar faces, but that we may also have the pleasure of 
welcoming new friends.—HENRY Howsg, hon. sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society’s first angling competition for the season was ‘fished on Tuesday, the 
23rd inst., on Fritton Decoy. Twenty-five competitors put in an appearance. This 
number was not so great as had been anticipated. Several gentlemen, however, 
who had signified their intention of being present, were unable to do so—some from 
illness, some from other causes. A gentleman from London, one of the members, 
came down to fish, and, although not a winner, was, it is hoped, repaid by the 
pleasantness of the outing for his long journey. The match was naturally an excit- 
ing one, many of our best known local anglers taking part in it. When the start 
was made, as the day looked a promising one} it was expected that the gross weight 
would be an exceptionally heavy one; but, before fishing had well begun, it was 
pretty generally understood that the individual catches would not be large, the water 
being intensely cold—a fact which, every angler knows, has a decidedly bad effect 
upon bream-fishing. As the day wore on, this was but too truly demonstrated, many 
of the boats, after a few hours, shifting their moorings—an exceedingly bad sign ; 
and, on making inquiries, it was found that several had not scored a single point— 
in fact, two of the best men did not land a sizeable fish during the day. Towards 
the afternoon, however, two or three of the members were seen hauling in the “ big 
’uns,” and it was now generally thought that the fish were coming on the feed, and 
that after all something would be done; but, in the majority of instances, this 
bright expectation was not realised, very few of the boats landing anything like a 
satisfactory catch. According to a prearranged agreement, the boats containing 
the competitors started from Pettingale’s Staith at 9 a.m. sharp, and remained on 
the fishing ground until 5 p.m., when lines were withdrawn, and the homeward 
journey made, in order to weigh in as soon after 5 0’clock as possible. This proceed- 
ing did not take up much time. The president and vice-president acted as umpires. 
The following is a list of the prizes taken, and weights of the catches :—Mr. Lowne, 
1st prize, the president’s (Dr. Mitchell) cup, weight, 19lb.; Dr. Mitchell, 2nd prize, 
six fish, weighing 15lb., one of them being a perch, which scaled IIb. 60z.; Mr. 
Quinton, 3rd prize, 101b.; Mr. Seaman, 4th prize, 941b. Amongst these catches 
were several handsome fish. 5th prize, Mr. Brasnett, sen., 3lb. 30z. We may here 
mention that, to the satisfaction of all concerned, no dispute took place—indeed, not 
a hitch occurred to in any way mar the proceedings, which passed off most 
pleasantly.—A. M. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members mustered in strong force on the 16th, Mr. Bell bringing in a good 
show of roach from the Lea; and I am pleased to say the members voted £1 1s. to 
the Lea Preservation Fund, and also £1 1s. to the Thames Preservation Society. We 
hope other clubs will do likewise. The members fished at Uxbridge on the 21st 
inst. for prizes, the following being the winners :—Mr, Maybury Ist, taking Mr. W. 
Wright’s, portrait of the winner, value £5 5s.; 2nd, Mr. Holmes; 3rd, Mr. Haines ; 
4th, Mr. Philpott ; 5th, Mr. Bell ; 6th, Mr. T. Murphy ; 7th, Mr. Gadbury ; 8th, Mr. 
Hewett. On the 23rd we had a splendid meeting ; one new member enrolled, and 
several important questions settled. The members also decided to fish for the last 
lot of prizes on the 28th inst., at Ware, our financial year ending on July 7th. I 
also beg to give notice to members and friends who wish to hear of the doings of 
the Good Intent Society that they may look for same through the medium of the 
FISHING GAZETTE in future.—R. MuRpPHY. 
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GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members turned out in full force on the 21st inst., and Iam happy to report 
the majority of them were successful, our trays being fully filled with roach, dace, 
bream, perch, gudgeon, and chub, contributed by the undermentioned members :— 
Messrs. F. Lawrence, H. Jeffries, H. Lake, 8. Howell, C. Stebbings, D. Thomas, W. 
Brown, G. Jeffries, J. J. Holmes, W. Fitzgerald, C. Frankling, and G. Brown; the 
last two named taking first and second prize respectively... Our ordinary meeting 
on Monday, the 22nd inst., was well attended ; two new members were elected, and 
one proposed’ and seconded.—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIRHTY. 

The annual supper among the members of the above society took place on the 
23rd inst., at the headquarters, Mr. Lerner’s, The York Minster, Foley-street, Maryle- 
bone. The good things for the oceasion were provided by Messrs. Debus and Co., of 
Pimlico, and gave the 30 gentlemen that sat. down to partake of them great satis- 
faction ; everything was nicely cooked and as'hot as if just taken from our worthy 
host’s fire, instead of having been cooked some three or four miles away ; this, com- 
bined with punctuality on both sides—viz., the contractorsand the members—enabled 
the cloth to be cleared, and Mr. Lawford, who presided, assisted by Mr. T. Bigsby, to 
commence business early, and also for Messrs. H. Smith, A. Enersby, 5. J ournet, 
and H. Egeling to disperse sweet sounds from zither, guitars, and banjo. Mr. 
Lawford proposed “The Golden Barbel,” now in its 13th year. It had managed 
during its career to raise a large family, many of whom had got scattered abroad, 
but in spite of the ups and downs of bringing up a large family, he was glad to say 
that there were those at home who were willing to stand by the old homestead; he 
would therefore propose ‘“ Success to the Golden Barbel, coupled with the name of Mr. 
J, Roach, its worthy secretary ; and I hope and trust the time is not far distant 
when I shall have the pleasure of seeing collected together the whole of the old as 
well as the new members of the family of the Golden Barbel.” Previous to Mr. 
Roach’s reply, Messrs. Smith and Hnersby displayed their abilities on the guitarand 
banjo, much to the delight of their hearers. Mr, Roach returned his sincere thanks 
for the manner in which his name had been coupled with the society ; but he could 
not sitdown without thanking those members with whom he had battled through the 
flood and over the shallows of the past few years. They had now got into a nice 
eddy, and the old members were getting together again, in spite of the drought and 
flood that had been the means of scattering them. Myr. Lawford next presented the 
prizes to the following gentlemen with a few appropriate words :—Mr. T. Green, 
first gross weight ; this has been taken by our old friend three times in succession ; 
next came Mr. Chapman; third gross weight, Mr. J. Roach, Specimen prizes were 
taken by Messrs. Perkins, Whitehead, Chapman, and Henrie. Private prizes fell to 
Mr. J. Green, who has won Mr, F, Kemp’s prize three years running, and should he 
succeed in winning it the fourth time the donor will present him with a 
silver medal in addition. to. his. usual prize. Next came Messrs. 
Bigsby, J. Stanton, Whitehead, Perkins, Henrie, A. Crow, Chapman. 
Prizes to the amount of about £15 in cash were now offered for competition during 
the coming season. Mr. Lawford will give a silver cup for competition, but must 
be won three times in succession with the most fish weighing 1]b. or over taken 
during the season. The first year, as a consolation, the successful competitor will 
receive 10s. 6d., the second year 10s. 6d., and the third year the cup. We now com- 
menced toenjoy mirth, music, and song contributed by Mr. Jwhns’s * Hans Breitmann’s 
Barty’ and “Der Velocipede”; Mr. Lawford’s ‘“ Midshipmite”; Mr. Enersby’s 
“Lovely Rose”; Messrs. H. Smith and Enersby’s selections on the zither, and song, 
“ Down by a.riverside.” The band performed the ‘ British Patrol” in such a style 
as to call forth much applause. The extended time allowed on this occasion was 
reached sooner than I was aware of, and as [ had enjoyed the sweets I had to do the 
other thing by walking and reaching home when “the cocks began to crow.” 
The following fish have been exhibited since the 16th in this society :—On the 
16th, Mr. F. Kemp, 101b. of barbel and dace, from Richmond ; C. Whitehead, some 
nice perch, from Hendon. On the 21st, Messrs. Chapman, Adams, A. Crow, and C. 
Crow, Smart, J. Stanton, J. Roach, Shaw, Lawford, Fowler, and E. Hall exhibited 
bream, jack, perch, roach and dace. Messrs. Sharp and Matthews exhibited ten 
bream, each fish turning the scale at 3lb. Mr. J. Green had a large tray full of 
roach from one of his fayourite shops. The Thames, Colne, Chelmer, Brent, 
Mole, Hut, and the Wey contributed towards the above exhibition ; the gross weight 
going near on to 701b.—PIXIE, 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, 
at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. Bentley 
occupied the chair; and amongst those present were Captain Alfred and Messrs. 
Parker and White. ‘The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, 
and some business with respect to privilege tickets transacted. The meeting closed 
with the customary vote of thanks to the chairman.—H., 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The chief business on Tuesday last was presenting the four prizes won at the 
contest at Fritton the week previous. The next contest has already two prizes 
presented, and two prizes for a jack competition. London anglers, it seems by a 
statement made by one of the Gresham members, are not all aware of the new club- 
house accommodation at 145, King-street, which has been appreciated by all who 
have visited the new premises,—W. L. 

HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thursday, June 4th, being our half-yearly meeting, the election of officers for the 
ensuing six months took place, and the following appointments were made :— 
Chairman, Mr, Smith ; vice-chairman, Mr, Allder ; secretary, Mr. Reynolds ; assistant- 
secretary, Mr. Peachey ; treasurer, Mr. Green; delegates to the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion, Messrs. Hobden and Reynolds. Several alterations in the rules have been made, 
and the subscriptions reduced, which, it is hoped, will have a beneficial effect. 
Messrs. Allder and Reynolds were out on the 16th, and the former weighed in a 
chub of 1lb. 930z.; while Mr. Reynolds was credited with one chub, an eel, and 
bleak. On the 18th, Mr. Hobden took seven perch, 2lb: 120z.; two roach, 1040oz. ; 
two chub, 2lb, 2}0z.; anda fine eel weighing Ib. 90z.,—E. A. REYNOLDS, see. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Iam pleased to say that we had a pretty good show of fish on the 2Ist inst. as a 
commencement, Mr. Glover, 5lb. loz, bream, 1lb. }oz. roach ; Mr. A. Fish, 41b. 5302. 
roach, 1lb. 1340z. bream ; Mr. Braham, 1lb. 3}0z. bream, 302. roach; Mr. A. Wil- 
liams, 11b. 820z. dace ; Mr. C. Layton, 11b. 30z. dace ; Mr. Pleydell, jun., 10302. bream ; 
Mr, Jones, 202. roach, 830z. perch, Mr, A. Williams won a special day prize given 
for dace.—C, J. MILLIE. 








HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our show of fish on the 21st inst. greatly exceeded our anticipations, Mr. Higley 
contributing between 12lb. and 13lb, of nice bream, and also a fair take of roach. 
Mr. Anthony likewise had some good bream and roach, the heaviest single one of 
the former scaling nearly 2lb, ; and Mr. Devonshire a jack weighing close upon 38lb. 
On the 28th inst. we have three prizes to be angled for, from punt or otherwise, 
given by Mr. Wright, Mr. Devonshire, and Mr. Charles Lewis.—JAs, EB; WHEATLEY, 
sec. ————. 
LADY OF THE LAKE ANGLING CLUB. 

The usual committee meeting was held.at 37, Uxbridge-road, W., on Tuesday 
evening last, the chair being taken by A. Pilbeam, Esq., president. The principal 
business of the evening was the reading over and altering the rules, and the 
arrangements as to prize competition, The next was of the most pleasing description 
—namely, the election of three good fishing members, proposed by Mr. M. Manning. 
After one hour’s discussion, a vote of thanks to the chairman brought the meeting 


to a close. During the week, Mr. M. Manning had a very nice basket of roach, most 
of them from 10o0z. to 130z.—A. SMALL, hon. sec. ; 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next visit of angling societies, No. 1 Eastern District, will take place at the 
Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, near Shoreditch Church, on Tuesday, July 7th, when 
we hope to have the favour of the company of as many members as can make it con- 
venient to attend.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING CLUB. 

This club, which is only of recent establishment, and numbers about twenty-five 
members, who are all bank anglers, has just 'recognised the work of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society by contributing half a guinea, through head river- 
keeper, Alfred Thompson, which is to be regarded as an annual subscription. This 
ought to be an example to the many angling clubs which up to the present haye 
failed to evidence their appreciation of Thames preservation, and that, together with 
such prospects of a good season, should prove a successful stimulant.—B. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On June 21st many of our members were out, but on account of the rough day our 
takes were rather small. The following members weighed in fish :—Mr. Leader, 
barbel, roach, and dace ; Mr. Kelly, ditto ; Mr. Moore, bream ; Mr. Clark, ditto ; Mr. 
Liversage, roach and dace; Mr. Geale, perch. Several other members had fish who 
did not weigh in, being too late. June 30th is our quarterly night, when I hope 
to see members in full force.—R. CLARK, sec. ; 





LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Twenty-five members went down to Shrewsbury on Wednesday evening, the 17th, 
to fish in the Severn for six prizes, Our going overnight was fixed so as to givea 
long day’s fishing on the Thursday. Aftera slow, but comfortable, journey in a 
saloon carriage of the L. and N.W., during which “Nap” seemed to be in the 
ascendant, we arrived at our destination about 10 p.m., and were met by Messrs. 
Morgan and Morris, the hon. sec. and treasurer of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling 
Association, who most kindly saw us housed—part at the Lion, and part at the Turf 
hotels—before they left us. The start next morning having been fixed for 7 o’clock, 
and the weighing-in for 8 o’clock in the evening—a long day in all conscience— 
we disposed of ourselves till bedtime by visiting the river, listening to its murmur- 
ings, and speculating upon our next day’s success. All were astir betimes next 
morning, and after disposing of a good and substantial breakfast we turned out, 
Mr. Morris again kindly appearing amongst us, and giving everyone his valuable 
advice as to the flies to use, where to fish, &c. Well, we commenced before 8 a.m, 
to fish, but it soon became evident that sport was going to be bad, for as.the. day 
wore on the sun blazed forth with overpowering heat and brightness, and fishing 
became a toil as well asa nullity. However, everyone persevered to the end of that 
long and fatiguing day, determined that if the fish did ‘come on” they would be 
prepared for them. But they did not “ come on,’ and on assembling at Mr. Morgan’s 
to weigh in, it was elearly evident, from the long faces and disappointed visages, 
that the weighing in would soon be got through, and that the two members having 
charge of the scales would have an easy task to perform. And so it proved, only 
five competitors having weighable fish. The three trout prizes were not won. For 
the coarse fish, Mr. H. Burrows won Ist prize; Mr. R. Wilson, 2nd; and Mr. R. 
Woolfall, 3rd. Quite a relief was felt when the weighing-in was over and the 
worst known, and everyone hastened to dinner. At both hotels a most substantial 
and enjoyable meal was served, and it may be accepted as an article of faith that 
every man jack of the party laid in a plenteous stock of ground-bait, and were for a 
considerable time madly on’ the “ feed.” After settling up and having a smoke 
and a refresher, we dropped down to the railway station, took possession of our 
saloon, and started for home at 10 p.m., arriving in Liverpool about midnight, 
Irrespective of our disappointment in the meagre results of our angling, the outing 
was thoroughly enjoyed. Plenty of fish were seen, and the water appeared to be in 
good order, though why all the sewage matter is allowed to find its way into the 
river in so many places is hard to understand. Imust not conclude without warmly 
thanking Messrs. Morgan and Morris for their courtesy, attention, and trouble, and 
am only sorry I cannot see my way to repay the debt.—RD, WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


MACCLESFIELD WALTONIAN SOCIETY. 

The above society held their annual contest on Saturday, June 20th :—I1st, Mr. J, 
Robinson ; 2nd, Mr. C. Hulme; 3rd, Mr. D. Hindley ; 4th, Mr. Geo. Palfryman-; 
5th, Mr. J. Maddock ; 6th, Mr. F. Clayton ; 7th, Mr. W.: Haslam; 8th, Mr. D, 
Goulatthorpe ; 9th, Mr. D. Oliver ; 10th, Mr. D. Bullock ; 11th, Mr. J. Bray ; 12th, 
Mr.T. Trafford ; 13th, Mr, C. Wood ; 14th, Mr. EB, Gill ; 15th, Mr. B, Chadwick.—THOs, 
TRAFFORD, sec. i 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our annual meeting.on the 18th inst. there was a good muster. The affairs of 
the society were found to be in a very flourishing condition, the only change in the 
officials being the chairman, where Mr. Clark succeeds Mr. Goll for the next half- 
year. Several new members were eurolled, and several gentlemen proposed for 
future election. Members will please not forget the special meeting on the Ist prox, 
for the revision of the rules.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. : ; — 
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PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match fished on the 2Ist at Addlestone was as follows :—Mr. 
Mr. Parsons, second ; the third was not taken. Several members will not weigh 
gudgeon for prizes. There was a good attendance of members on Tuesday last. 
Messrs. Lang, Stidolph, and Gatty were elected as committeemen, and Messrs. Gardham 
and White auditors. Members will please attend on Tuesday next to receive balance 
sheet, &c. I have great pleasure in recommending to any members of the Anglers’ 
Association the White Hart at Addlestone for clean beds, good food, and reasonable 
charges ; but members of the Central Association must beware of poaching, or they 
will find some one on their track, and it might be—GADFLY, : aes 
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PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY (DERBY), °° ©" 3°” 
The members of the above club held their first match for the season on Saturday 
last. By the kind permission of Sir J. H. Crewe, Bart., the contest took place in the 
canal, at Swarkestone. The members and their friends left the Tailor’s Arms, 
Green Hill (their club-house), at 2 o’clock, in a ’bus belonging to the Tramway 
Company, and arrived at Swarkestone about 3 o'clock. The day was anything but 
favourable for the anglers, the weather being rough and stormy, notwithstanding 
which a fair amount of fish were caught, several nice perch being amongst them, 
After fishing for two hours the whistle blew, and the party then adjourned to Mr, 
John Platt’s, of Chellaston, where they partook of refreshments, after which several 
excellent songs were rendered by the company. A start for home was made at 7 
o’clock, which they reached at 8. The weighing-in then took place, and the first six 
prizes were taken by the following :—Messrs. C. Roome, Ist ; 'T. Greensmith, 2nd; J, 
Fellows, 3rd ; J, Tomlinson, 4th ; Mozley, 5th ; and Ray, 6th. ; 





PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st we fished for three prizes at Dagenham. Sixty pounds of roach 
and bream was captured, notwithstanding the heavy wind. The first prize was 
won by Mr. J. Milton, the second by Mr, Slater, the third by Mr. Reed; Messrs. 
Bartrys, Young, Keen, Bentley, Packer, Elbourn, F, Ashley, Margetts, and Burnett 
contributing their share. Our drag and four greys was a perfect success, and a most 
enjoyable ride home finished up the first day’s outing. We start our team every 
Saturday night about 11 o’clock, when we are pleased with the company of any 
friend who likes to join us. P.S.—Next Tuesday evening being quarterly night, all 
members are requested to attend,—_ W., ELBOURN, sec, ; “a ia 
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THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. , .. : 

Mr, T.. R. Sachs presided at the usual weekly meeting of. the above society, held 
last Wednesday evening at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. W. H. Brougham, M. H. Blamey, H. H. Brown, E. Foreman, D. Goodger, 
H, Gray, R. 8. Fennings, J. Hill, H. B. Brown, H. Harden, Dr, Brunton, and hon. 
sec. The minutes being read and confirmed, the Chairman proceeded to deal with 
the ordinary business of the evening in an energetic manner. Several of the mem- 
bers had been out fishing, but as the Piscatorial Society does not consider most of 


the coarse fish in condition until the commencement of July, these gentlemen had to - 


confine their attention to either bream or dace. Mr. J. L. Meyer had been to Staines, 
and placed several nice bream on the table, the largest weighing 3lb. 90z. In 
returning thanks for “ The Successful Anglers,’ Mr. Meyer endorsed the wisdom of 
the rules of the society in extending the close time, for he had also taken several 
large barbel, but they were in such a miserable condition that he returned them all 
to the river. Mr. T. R. Sachs then gave the members a recipe for cooking bream in 
a way which he said would not only render it palatable, but delicious. 
described how the fish should. be served, put on table, and carved, pointing out the 
tit-bits, which he naiyely remarked, should always be reserved for the ladies, the 
gentlemen contenting themselves with the coarser morsels. The Chairman had 
been again to Deal, and continued his onslaught on the whiting with his usual suc- 
cess, returning to town with his seven largest fish, weighing close on 11lb. These 
fish were caught from the pier with a light rod, Nottingham tackle, and an ordinary 
paternoster, which enabled him: to fish further off than the other anglers who were 
engaged with the usual coarse hand-lines. Mr. H. Harden had been down near 
Peterborough, andireturned with more than 15lb. of dace. Everyone admired his 
splendid show, consisting entirely of specimen fish, most of them being either just 
over or under the lb. Mr. T. Huggett had been to the same water, and was re- 
warded with a similar lot. Both these gentlemen had only used the artificial fly. 
It was late before the Chairman proposed “Our Noble Selves,” and on this toast 
being duly honoured, Dr. Brunton proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, which 
was carried with acclamation.—R, B. 


PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary fortnightly meeting of this society was held at the Old English 
Gentleman Inn on Monday last, Mr. Cadman in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed, Messrs. Osborne,’ Dayenport, Rigby, 
Pimley, Burgess, Abbott, Gutteridge, Hillard, A. Woodward, Draper, and W. Leach 
were balloted for and declared to be duly elected. Owing to the accommodation at 
the Old English Gentleman Inn being very limited, and the large increase of 
members, it was decided that the meetings be held in future at the Arboretum Hotel. 
A vote of thanks to the present hostess, Mrs. Whitney, was unanimously passed, The 
following members were duly proposed and seconded for membership, and their 
election will be dealt with at our next meeting. Messrs. J. Sharp, 8. Griffins, Thos. 
Peat, Fred. Smith, Wm. Bradley, Geo. Gilbert, L. Grescom, D. Worthington, James 
Dakin, and Thos. Bradley. Mr. Wm. Humber was unanimously elected as treasurer. 
A yote of thanks to the chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary terminated the pro- 
ceedings. Members are requested to attend the next meeting, which will be 
held atthe Arboretum Hotel on Tuesday, July 7, at 8 p.m. prompt, in order that we 

can give a hearty welcome to our new landlord.—_J. WH YMAN, hon. sec, 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 21st the members of the above competed for a series of prizes, conditions 
being “ go where, and fish how you like.” Several of these started over night, in 
spite of the wind and rain that prevailed in the south. Mr... G. Pocock a visit to 
the “Gulf,” and managed to bring home nearly 91b. of bream and roach. J, Smith 
from Staines, roach and dace. J. Davis, from Richmond, barbel and dace. C. A. 
Pocock and ‘R. Smith, from Shepperton, dace and roach. LE. Pyne, perch and roach 
from Taplow. H. W. Flower and R. Chantry had dace from Kingston. Mr. J. Smith 
took the first prize; C. G. Pocock, the second; and Mr. J. Davis, third. Mr. G. 
Dodd returns his sincere thanks to G. Hockley, Esq., for the silver cup he has been 
kind enough to forward as his prize for last season.— PIXIE. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our bags were well filled on the 21st. Many members visited Kent, some Sussex, 
others paid a visit to the Gust now very silvery) Thames ; but the result, taking all 
things into consideration, was wonderfully satisfactory. Mr. Wood placed on the 
table a very handsome show of chub, some of them weighing over 2lb. Messrs. 
Hewett and Catmur also had chub, and a few nice roach. Messrs. Palmer, Carter, 
Cosomor, Brewer, Schmidt, Beale, Holden, Chart, and Hughes weighed-in roach, 
dace, bream, and perch. At the beginning of the season it will be just as well to 
mention that the above society is growing very rapidly. Only afew months since 
it was in its teens in numbers, now it has nearly reached a half a century. Four 
new members were elected last meeting night, and from what I can hear the cry is 
“ still they come.”’ It is quite evident there is some active and long-winded indi- 
vidual sounding the ‘‘ Royal George clarion” about town Gmay he continue to do 
so). Our landlord, Mr. Webster, gives a very handsome prize—namely, a gold scarf 
pin, to be fished for on the 28th inst., when every paid-up member's railway fare will 
be paid out of the society's funds.—W. H. RipEr. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2Ist inst. we had a fair show of fish exhibited, Mr. C, Martin having 
101b. 50z. roach and bream; Mr. W. Webb, 8lb.40z. bream and roach ; Mr. E, Hagger, 
3lb, 340z. bream and roach; Mr. T. Millington, 1b. 9}0z. bream ; Mr. Watkins, 
1lb. 2t0z. bream; and Mr. J. Harris, 1530z. of roach—Total, 25lb. 430z. We have 
now started week-day competitions in this club, and in order to encourage exhibi- 
tions of fish on Tuesday evenings (our club night), Messrs. Millington and Martin 
will give two prizes for the first and second heaviest gross weights of any kind of 
fish taken during the season, to be weighed in on Tuesdays only. All members 
eligible to fish for these prizes, and also all annual club prizes ; but all persons on 
joining the society will state whetherthey intend to be Sunday or Tuesday members, and 
only fish taken by them on their respective days will be weighed to their account 
for the annual club prizes.—T. GRETTON, sec. 


STOKH-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first general outing and prize competition in connection with this society took 
place on the afternoon of Saturday, the 20th inst. The party, numbering upwards 
of forty, journeyed to Stafford by saloon carriage, from thence to Milford by break, 
the drive from Stafford through a beautiful country being an exceedingly pleasant 
one, About fifteen minutes’ walk from Milford and the scene of the conflict was 
reached, the competitors soon ranging themselves at their respective posts on the 
embankment, which soon had a very lively and animated appearance, Unfortu- 
nately, the wind had risen to a tremendous pitch, blowing a perfect gale right in the 
faces of the competitors, this also being accompanied with drenching showers, which 
somewhat marred the pleasure of the excursion, and greatly militated against large 
baskets being made, at times it being impossible to get the line in the water at all. 
Nevertheless, some of the most ardent of the party stuck to their post, and managed 
to land some good specimens of fish, Mr. H. Evans taking two tench which weighed 
nearly 6lb. There were fourteen. prizes offered, and the above-named gentleman 
proved to be the winner of the first prize with 1ilb. 8}0z. ; Mr, Percy Ellis taking 
the second ; whilst the third, fourth, and fifth prizes fell to Messrs. H. Kite, A. 
Morgan, and J. Sneyd respectively, The other prizes were not taken, the catches 
not reaching the required weight. Several good baskets of fish were made, but the 
owners did not weigh in.. The contest. took place in the society’s own water, the 
Fiscal wide, which has recently been secured exclusively for the members of this 
very fiourishing society.—J. HOLLINS, hon, sec, 





He further | 


; SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 
The committee. of the above meton the 25th at the Alscot Arms. Result: 81 
tickets sold ; expenses, 16s. Five prizes for competition—viz., Ist; 25s. 2nd, 15s. ; 
8rd, 12s.; 4th,.8s. ; 5th, 5s. ; commence fishing as soon as tickets are drawn ; leave 


off fishing at-seven p.m. Fish weighed at the Five Bells. Messrs. Allen and Gafney 


appointed to peg out swims.—PIxIE. 


THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. ’ 
The forty-seventh anniversary festival will take place at the Starand Garter Hotel, 
Richmond Hill, on Wednesday, July 22nd, under the presidency of Sir John Whit- 
taker Ellis, Bart., M.P. wt 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
_ Several of our members were out on the 21st inst., and a very nice show of roach 
and bream took place. The following’ members weighed in :—Mr. J. Divers, 
5lb. 8402. of roach and bream; Mr. J, Payne, 8lb. 100z. of bream; Mr. J. Currans, 
Ilb. 100z. of bream; Mr. F. Beak, 11b. 30z. of bream. Mr. Lawes, sen., and Mr. 
Lawes, jun., also weighed in. On the 28th, most of our members will fish at Horley, 
—H. TYLER, dep. sec. 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS, 

Mr. Gilbert exhibited 171b. 90z. of ‘bream, roach, and perch from the Ouse on the 
25th ; four of the bream weighed 143lb, Competition of the 28th; start from 
Waterloo. by 8.45 train for Woking; visit the Crown and Anchor ; leave there at 
11 Se To commence fishing and return to the same house not later than 7,30 p.m. 
—PIXIE, 


WALTONIANS. 

On the 13th, Mr. Skeats weighed-in a trout ; on the 16th, Mr. T, Watkins weighed- 
in a tench 2lb, l5oz. ; Mr. Jukes weighed-in perch, 91b. 230z.; Mr. Phillips, roach, 
10lb. 40z., and perch, 14302, ; Messrs. Read, Dodge, sen., and Rushbrook also weighed- 
in fish, 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

This society had its usual weekly meeting on Tuesday evening, at the Pelican 
Hotel, Westbourne Park, when the prizes for the competition fished in the Thames 
were presented, Mr. H. Thompson winning the first prize with 112lb. of barbel, and 
Mr. G. Pink the second prize, with 103lb. of chub. The race for the second prize 
was very close, Messrs. G. Evans, H. Hulbert, W. Thompson, and Mr. R. F. Lines 
each having fish very nearly approaching Mr. Pink in weight. Taken altogether, 
the show of fish was most satisfactory, including a splendid bream, caught at Shep- 
perton, by Mr, Hooper, of 53lb., which has been presented to the society for preser- 
vation. 





IRISH NOTES, 


ERNE AND LouGH MeEtyin, Co. DonEGAL.—The weather during the past 
week has been very wet and stormy, a strong changeable wind, varying from south- 
west to north-east, and frequent heavy showers of rain—in fact, it looked anything 
but fishing weather ; still, the fish seemed to like it and rose very freely, and first- 
class sport was obtained. . The following are the particulars for the Erne for the past 
week :—Mr. H. 8. Kerr got eight salmon and grilse in a week, ranging from 18lb. to 
5lb. ; Mr. John Stone got sixteen, from 291b. to 3lb,; Mr. P. Cooper got eighteen 
from 22lb. to 51b. ; Mr, E. Houlgrave got six, from 20Ib. to 7lb. ; Mr. G. E. Glynn got 
ten, from 101b: to 5lb. ; Dr. Walters got fifteen, from 26lb. to 3lb.; Mr. H. J. Sim- 
monds got six, from 181b. to 6lb.; Mr. J. Colquhoune got three, from 14Ib. to 5lb. ; 
and Major Heygate got eleven, from 101b. to 6lb. The fishing on Lough Melvin for 
salinon and grilse still continues very good, and during the past week five salmon 
were taken, weighing from 111b. to 9lb.; and thirteen grilse, from 65lb. to 3lb, Trout- 
fishing in all these waters is rather poor at present.—M. RoGAn. 

GAaLWwAy.—Since last Thursday few rods have been fishing above Caught 
Biden. On the 20th, one ;-on the 22nd,four; on the 24th, seven. Mr. J.C, Macready, 
on the 22nd, 11 salmon; Mr. Wardle, one 6Jb., and on the 23rd, three ; Mr. Beres- 
ford, on the 20th, two, and on the 22nd one, Total for the five days 30 salmon, and 
two of the rods only fished two days each at present. We have splendid weather, a 
nice spate, and a great many fish running.—WALTER BLACKADDER. 

Moy (BALLINA).—During the past week angling onthe river has been very fair 
notwithstanding low water and cold winds, which now prevail. _'The following are 
the catches for the past few days :—20th, Mr. W. Scott killed two grilse, 12lb.; Mr. 
Frank Heape, two grilse, 13lb.; Mr. Hoffman, two grilse, 10lb.; Mr. Boyde, two 
grilse, 11lb. ; Mr. J. C. Honley, two grilse, 10lb.; Mr. MacGillicuddy, one salmon, 
291b. On the 22nd, Mr. W. Scott, two grilse ; Mr. Frank Heape, two grilse and two 
trout (the trout weighing 441b.); Mr. Honley, one grilse.; Mr. Critchley, two grilse, 
23rd, Mr. W. Scott, two‘ grilse and six trout (argest trout 331b.)3 Mx 
Boyde, two grilse; Mr. Hoffman, two grilse; Mr. Honley, one grilse; Mr, 
Critchley, two grilse. 24th, Mr. W. Scott, one grilse, 6lb.,and twelve trout, 
17lb.; Mr. Hoffman, two grilse; Mr. Critchley, one grilse; Mr. Boyde, two ; 
Mr. Oakley, one. The water is low, consequently we have to fish with very small 
flies, and many of the grilse hooked get off the small hooks after fighting gamely 
for some time, Raitt would improve the sport very much. The river is swarming 
with fish, as many as 779 salmon and grilse have been taken with one haul of a net 
just below the Lower Bridge on Monday, the 22nd,—FRANK HEARNS, Ballina, Co, 
Mayo. 








SuIR AND Its TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The peal. fishing may now be said to 
be fairly in ; great numbers were observed ascending’ the river during the past week, 
and with them a considerable run of new salmon. A few more already taken by 
the anglers and net fishermen on the different stands below Clonmel. Hvery tide 
brings up a fresh supply, so that, although the river is.almost at its lowest, it will 
very soon be fully stocked with them. A few, heavy showers of rain would be of 
the greatest service in hurrying them to the upper waters, which, for the past three 
weeks, haye been quite low for fishing. These peal are of all sizes; you would see 
them throwing themselves together in one stand, from a small one of IIb, 
‘to any size up to 7lb. or 8lb.; There have been none of the very small or 
very large ones killed ‘yet. The average: size so far taken has been 
4Ib. or 5lb. On Tuesday, Mr. Octavian Mansfield killed two in Poulakerry, 
4Ib, each. On Saturday, Mr. George Quintin killed one at Kincor, 4Ib. On the 21st 
inst., Ned Farrell, one of 5}lb. at Dudley’s, and lost his fly in another. Monday, Mr. 
Robert Cooke, one 441b. at Poulakerry. The Clonmel cotmen could not fish for the 
past fortnight, their part of the river being too low and clear ; but lower down, at 
Derrinlar and Kilsheelan, several have been taken in the navigation weirs each day. 
All kinds and classes of fishermen, salmon and trout, rods and nets, are crying out 
fora flood. Trout-fishing is improving this week. The rise each evening continues 
the same as last week ; but for some reason or other they did not then take so 
freely. Heavy Rails for after dusk are the proper flies RICHARD BRADFORD. 


oa a 





Hunpreps of ourreaders will be going to different parts of the country 
fishing, and will stay at many fishing inns and hotels. May we ask any of 
them who happen to see these lines to give the Gaznrre a lift where they can ? 
For instance, we are quite willing to supply the GAznrrE gratis to any fishing 
inn or hotel which will exhibit a small, neat, framed show-card of the GAzErTs, 
which we will supply gratis. 
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Inventors cf Steeled 
Rods, 


Send for Samples. 


&c., &2. 





‘4 ub) = 
FISHING) 
TACKLE 
Withoutithis Mark no 
Metal Centred Rodsor 

Lines are genuine. 


We supply on the following 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FrsHine Gazerrs, sends (under 
“ IMPROVED ” REEL LINE (tapered for trout fishing) last season and this. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FoR 1T.—I am, yours faithfully, 
j “Your Acme ‘ Improved’ line is $0 GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No, 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 
Iam recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Angling Editor of the Wield) says :—“ ¥ 
PINNING. It has stood this heavy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. 


Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 


16-PLAIT DOUBLE-DRESSED LINES. 


ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—‘I have used the New AcmE 
The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





London, 1883. 


A 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT ” ON LABEL, 


Manufactured by D. and W. UH. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTABLE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 





SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 
CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 















New Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 


The“ PERFECT” 
Double Taper 
Solid Plaited 


(Can be regulated to any 
stiffmess at will). 













(a 
TURNED DOWN Tn 


EYED HOOKS, 


Cholmondeley 


Pennell’s. 
Flies Dressed on } 


; Silk Trout Fly 
se Hooks . 
Pare ee Line. 


The “DESIDERATUM” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 
CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT, 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd, Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s, ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
oo a ar es So ——_—S a ee 

PRICE ONE GUINEA. 

“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 
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N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageons for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Hmbankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING OROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

: ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8,80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d, per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
‘pene he 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, 1s. 6d. 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from ds. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c, 


FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFERENCES :— 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 











J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Eyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. | 
The Single and Double Hooks areespecially | 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze Se 
colour, which is much less conspicuous in 2 > 


he Hone than the old black japan, and are " % es a eee 

made i i *s : 

sees finest spring steel wire carefully (PATENT NO. 15,730) 

Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market. 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 

Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSE, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Eyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks, 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ”? Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks, 

Improved Waterproof Braided Silk Linas, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Kods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “ Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “Patent” Regulating Reels—‘Strike-irom-the-Winch”—can be adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. : 

Round Folding Wood Ring and Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps, 

ki hed ” Spriaog Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 

astening, 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 

Warner’s “Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “ Registered” Seat Basket.—“ The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (“ Patented’’). 

Wholesale Only. 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 * Putney. 
45 5 Hammersmith, 
50 5 Barnes. 
Add 55 4 Kew. 
76 es Richmond. 
80 . Twickenham, 
85 > Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, J) UN r2 eee nb6 1.49 200 0 2:7 

Sunday, ate a6 400 2.25 nis ana 2.44 
Monday, ae ROO Mise noe 3.1 eee of 3.17 
Tuesday, Rien URI” Sy nae 3.34 lala aes 3.53 
Wednesday, July 1 4,10 5n8 rele 4,27 
Thursday, on lets 44h 4,44 aie ce 5.1 

Friday, 5 3 A 5.20 ‘ 5.37 


GE River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 
pA le Be nO 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The fish in the tideway, especially barbel, are in great numbers. Some of the 
oldest of the fishermen say they never saw so many barbel moving before, and that 
they do not despair of having a good season, as where there is plenty of fish they 
are bound to have plenty of customers. There have beena great number of bank 
anglers about since the opening day, and some of them have done well with roach 
and dace. On the 21st last there were about 60 out between Teddington and Rich- 
mond ; but they had a bad day, puntsmen as well, owing to the wind being so 
strong, and in the wrong direction. A nice-sized roach was picked up off 
Messum’s boathouse at Richmond, weighing 131b., just dead. It had been knocked 
with something, either a hitcher, or the screw of a steamer. It will be found 
So ae reports that trout are being caught in barbel fishing, but that cannot be 

elped. 
ANGLING RESULTS. 

Richmond.—C. Brown, in four days,three barbel and 201b. weight of dace ; Henry 
Mansell, in five days, 14 barbel and six dozen of dace ; Job Brain, in three days, 14 
barbel, and two dozen of dace. Henry Howard, who has entirely recovered from his 
accident, and able to attend on his customers as usual, has been out one day, and got 
three dozen of roach and dace. F. Brown, in a couple of days, 441b. of dace and two 
barbel; Henry Wheeler, in two days, five barbel, and four dozen of dace; Mr. 
Hester and his brother, in one day, five barbel. Three of the bank anglers got five 
barbel. 

Twickenham.—EHdward Finch, in one day, seven dozen of dace, and lost three 
barbel ; J. Dobbin, in 14 days, three and a half dozen of dace, and one barbel ; 
Pert Hammerton, in half a day, two dozen of dace and one barbel ; Samuel Cole, 
in three days, 11 dozen of roach and dace and two barbel ; H. Spiers, in two 
half-days, six dozen of dace and one barbel; James Coxen, in three days, 
nine barbel and four dozen of dace ; George Coxen, in one day, with Mr. F. 
Stone, six barbel and a few roach and dace; another day, with another 
gentleman, six barbel and a few roach and dace. Richard Coxen, in two days, eight 
barbel and four dozen of roach and dace. F. Coxen, in half a day, a couple of 
barbel ; and John Spong, in three days and one half-day, got a nice quantity of 
roach and dace. 


Teddington.—Benjamin Stevens, a jack of 8lb. and another of 331b. just above 


the lock, and three barbel, in two days. Alexander Kemp, in half a day, six chub 
and one barbel. 


Kingston.—J ohn Johnson, sen., says : “ I have had one day’s bottom fishing with 


a result of five and a half dozen of good fish: and John Johnson, jun., has had 
some good sport in barbel fishing, his best cay being ten barbel, eight perch, a few 
large dace, and some eels. There have been a fine lot of roach and a barbel of 6lb, 
taken at the Surbiton sewer, and a fair lot at the railway bridge sewer. Two jack 
have been caught from a private boat from 41b. to 6lb. each. A perch of about 10oz. 
was caught running alongside of a boat on the shore, and was thrown out on the 
land by the-hand. John Johnson, jun., got a small trout in barbel fishing, which 
was put back again; it would have weighed from 123lb. to 2lb. I have not been 
barbel fishing and shall be glad of a customer. 

Joseph Wilks, in two days, six dozen of roach and dace, a barbel of 4Ib., one brace 
of perch, and a flounder of eight inches. John Knight, in five days, sixty dozen of 
fine roach and dace, two barbel (largest 61b.), four chub, and four bream. 


Hampton Court,—Thomas Wheeler, in three days, fourteen barbel (largest 31b.), 


eighteen chub, and two dozen of roach. T. Milbourne, jun., in five days, eighteen 
chub, fourteen dozen of roach and dace, and seven barbel. T. Davis, in four days, 
twenty-one dozen of roach and dace and thirty chub. John Williams, in one day, 
two and a half dozen of roach and dace and a barbel of 5lb. Mr. Matthews, in his 
private boat, five barbel, weighing 14lb. 


Sunbury.—Thomas Stroud, in one day, twelve chub (the largest 4lb.) and two 


dozen of roach. Alfred Stroud, one day with Mr, Landerlinder, got a trout of 81b. ; 
in three other days, ten dozen of roach and dace ; one morning with Mr. Richards, 
of Sunbury House, a nice trout of 41b.; and another day, with Master Charles 
Cook, who took in fishing for barbel a good trout of 53lb. John Stroud, in barbel 
fishing with Mr. Landerlinder, took one trout of 5lb., another of 3lb., and four 
barbel. Edward Clarke, jun., in three days, thirty-two dozen of roach and dace, 
seven bream, two rudd, and nine brace of perch. H. Clarke, in two days, twenty 
dozen of roach and dace and five dozen of gudgeon. 


Walton.—. Rosewell, one day, eight dozen of roach and dace, and another day 
four dozen. R. Watford, one day, five dozen anda chub of 4lb.; another day, four 
dozen and a jack of 41b. ; and another day three dozen. 


Halliford.—H. Rosewell, one day, five dozen of roach and dace ; another day, six 
dozen and one bream ; and another day seven dozen of gudgeon and five perch. HE. 
D. Rosewell, in two hours, six dozen of gudgeon and five perch. T. Strudwick, one 
day, five dozen of roach and dace ; another day, three and a half dozen ; and in three 
other days eight and a half dozen. : 


Shepperton.—H. Purdue, one day, nine perch and ten dozen of gudgeon and three 


dozen of roach and dace, and another day, eight dozen ; W. Howse, in one day, nine 
dozen of gudgeon and four brace of perch ; James Haslett, in three days, five barbel, 
four bream, seven perch, two jack, three chub, and three eels. 


WeyBridge.—Mr. Burrows has taken a jack of 9b. 
Chertsey.—J. Poulter, one day, six dozen of roach and dace ; another day, four 


dozen and four bream ; and another day. six dozen and four bream. Mr. T. R. Dyer 
has taken a trout of 23lb., and Mr. Alexander Rebb one of 231b. 


Laleham.—A gentleman, one day, with Alfred Harris, eleven barbel weighing 
301b., and a trout of 8lb. ; and another day, four barbel weighing 10lb., and a trout 
of 2#1b. 

Staines. —Charles Hone, in one day, with Mr, Clifford, ten barbel weighing 251b., 
and a brace of chub ; and in two other days, with Mr. Pausch, fifteen barbel, two 
bream, and five chub, weighing altogether 421b. Mr, Pausch also got a small trout, 
which, as a good sportsman, he put back again. H. J, Clark, during the week, with 
two gentlemen, nine barbel, four chub, one perch, one eel, and sixty dozen of dace, 
John Keene, jun., one day, six barbel, four chub, one jack, and one eel ; another day, 
five barbel and two chub ; another day, five barbel, four bream, two chub, and five 
dozen of dace ; another day, five bream, five barbel,and three jack ; and another day, 
seven bream, five barbel, and a chub of 411b, 

NotEr.—The above reports for the commencement of the season are unprecedented, 
and one of the best of seasons is generally anticipated. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Excellent all-round takes of fish have been had during the past week, and still 
better may confidently be looked for in the immediate future, asthe river is in grand 
all-round trim. Roach of excellent calibre have been on the feed, and do not yet 
seem to have arrived at the conclusion that the weeds are a fitting habitation for 
fish of quality. Perch seem to be best had by spinning a small gudgeon or miniature 
dace, and chub and dace have been principally attracted by the fly. At Windsor and 
Surly baskets of 16lb., 1541b., 12lb,, and 111b. of roach are reported to me, and also 
fair takes of barbel, dace, and chub, perch being the exceptionable fish. At Maiden- 
head, Cookham, and Bourne End fair sport has accrued, Mr. Long taking two trout 
and ten barbel ; Mr. Leach, 141b. of roach on one occasion and 12lb, on another, with 
two jack of 4lb, and 3lb., respectively, to garnish the dish. At Marlow, Mr. Scott 
had a 4lb, trout, anda visitor to “ The Complete Angler ” another beauty of a similar 


weight ; and Lord Bennett, 1031b. of dace. At Hurley, Messrs. Hartnell, Milnes, 
Cartwright, and Troupe have daily been busy, without a blank to damp the ever- 
increasing ardour of Thames anglers. Thursday.—Water in grand trim; weather 
wet and chilly, with wind a little north MartLow Buzz. 


; Thames (Datchet). 

Have been getting on very well with the barbel at present. Out on the 17th, got 
on very well with the barbel, 201b. ; out on the 18th, 301b. of barbel ; outon the 19th, 
101b. of barbel ; out on the 21st, one bream of 541b., and about 30lb. of barbel ; out 
on the 22nd, 25lb. of barbel ; out on the 24th, only got three barbel, largest, 341b. 
My son, Harry, out on the 16th, says he ought to have had a well-full : only had ten 
fish going 20Ib. ; out the next day, never had a bite ; out on the 24th, two dozen of 
roach and four dozen of dace, and a brace of trout roach-fishing.—J AMES HOARE. 

Sport has been, I must say, up to the mark in this neighbourhood. J. Hoare and 
patrons have been getting 30lb. of barbel daily. The roach have been feeding a 
little, and several small trout have been had with gentles, and returned. A gentle- 
man trailing on the 21st had the misfortune to break his tackle over a heavy trout 
near the Albert Bridge. I was out on the 19th with Mr. R. F. Lines, took two 
barbel, and a good lot of dace ; and Mr. Lines had the misfortune to lose the largest 
barbel he ever hooked. He tugged about for nearly a quarter of an hour without 
any sign of giving in. At last he took refuge in an old bough and was lost. One 
jack has been caught, 3lb. If the weather keeps cool no doubt the barbel will con- 
tinue to bite. Mr. Culvert has taken barbel every day; the water in the best of 
order.—G. LUMSDEN. 

Thames (Ditton). 

Messrs. W. Boult and P. Armfelt took 141b. of barbel and one eel off R. Whatford’s 

boathouse at Ditton, in one and a half hours, on the evening of the 21st inst.—V. H. 


Thames (Eynsham). 


There was so little done in angling last week (the opening of the season) in this 
neighbourhood that I thought it best to hold the report over till this week. There 
have been some very good takes of roach with Caddis bait, and the perch are 
beginning to feed well on lob worm, and are in good condition. I cannot say as 
much for the roach, as they are very slimy and poor at present. Mr. Emery, on 21st 
inst., caught a barbel 441b., and some perch and chub, also a jack weighing 44lb., 
which, if in condition, would have scaled quite 6lb. The water in Thames, Even- 
lode, and Windrush is in capital condition, and with more settled weather I hope we 
shall soon have good sport.—W. B. Howrn. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water in good order for all sorts of fishing. Perch have been taking very well. 
Have been taking two and three dozen of very good perch a day. My two best days 
three dozen of good perch and eight jack. Prospects good.—JOHN RusH. 


Thames (Oxford). 


I have been somewhat interested in the question which has been raised concerning 
worm keeping in flax waste. If my readers will try filling a common pot with tow, 
and burying it in the earth in a cool spot, they will find that it is quite as efficacious, 
and less troublesome to procure, than the flax waste ; and what is more, when car- 
riage is considered, not so expensive.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Sonning). 


There have been several down barbel fishing. They have taken a good many, also 
some trout. Clark has been out witha gentleman, and got a lot of fish; but no 
size. Some boys, fishing close to my place, have been taking a lot of perch with the 
minnow. In my last report you mention that Andrews, from Maidenhead. was 
going to fish this year at Sonning, as if I had sent you the information. Several of 
those I employ have asked me why I have turned themup. I told them I did not 
send it. It must have been a mistake some way or other. So if you would just say 
that I did not, I should feel obliged—W. Hu... 

[The note was sent by Andrews, and got placed by mistake in Mr. Hull’s report. 
It was not sent by him, and we regret the mistake.—ED. | 


Thames (Walton). 

Mr, A. Mackrell, with G. Hone, June 16th, four dozen roach and dace, one bream, 
one rudd. June 17th, ten dozen roach and dace, nine bream, and one perch of 1lb. 
June 19th, twenty-one dozen roach and dace, nine bream, the largest weighing 
4lb.,and one perch of 1lb. June 20th, five dozen roach, three bream, and one 
perch weighing 1lb. June 22nd, three dozen roach and dace, three bream, and one 


trout of 23lb.—G. HONE. 
Thames (Windsor). 

There has been a decided improvement since my last in all-round angling, a good 
water has favoured anglers, and some good baskets have been made among barbel. 
Mr. Calvert, of Datchet, on the 23rd inst., with greaves, had seven fish, up to about 
3lb. : James Hoare, of Datchet, in two days, had eight, largest 5lb. In the Monkey 
Island waters, a bank angler took one of 7lb., and another smaller. Two patrons, 
with Robert Plummer, jun.,on the 21st inst., had several barbel, a trout of about 
231b,, and an eel of 21b. A barbel of 41b. was taken with a live bait, in Boveney 
Weir, on the 20th. A few jack have been taken, the best bag being three fish, on 
the evening of the 17th, by Mr. James Herbert, of Windsor, going 6lb., 531b., and 
2lb., running another very large one. Mr. Woodall, of the Friendly Anglers, out 
with James Gray, on the 21st inst., took four jack in Boveney Weir, going 14lb. 
Some good dace have been taken with greaves in the fast waters; but gudgeon are 
rather scattered yet. Chub are to be had with greaves, float-fishing, or the follow- 
ing flies : Francis’s Favourite, Alders, and Governors. As regards trout, only one 
sizeable fish has fallen a victim to the worm, and that only 23lb. Water, at time of 
writing, is in good order, being fresh, and a nice colour; but, unfortunately, there 
is a deal of boating traffic—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





- _Ancholme (Caistor). y 

We have just had a heavy downfall of rain, which should improve both trout and 
coarse fishing. My usual notes from Ancholme are not to hand, so cannot say what 
has been done there during the week; but Messrs. Mirwood, Broughton, and C. 
Ford caught a fair batch of coarse fish at the river head on Saturday last. The 
latter hooked a nice trout, but it unfortunately got away. Dr. Bowstead and Mr. 
Abraham, jun., had some good sport amongst the perch and eelsat Croxby Lake, and 
Mr. Dexter got a few perch and one trout in the brook below.—THOMAS ForD, 


The Bure (Norwich). 

The same class of fish continue to be victims of the lovers of the gentle art on 
this beautiful river. The cry is, “Oh! how small they run.” I trust that later on 
we shall hear of some really good sizeable fish being taken. While I am writing two 
parties have just come in (Wroxham), and they confirm the general lament. One 
had a lot of fish wrapped up in half a newspaper ; still, they one and all come home 
smiling and jolly, and appear to have thoroughly enjoyed themselves. This is one 
of the “points” of a good angler, to enjoy himself under any and every favourable 
or adverse circumstance. On inquiry this evening I can only obtain the reply, 
“The catches haven’t been up to much, sir,” but the natives at Wroxham are full of 
the prosecutions which are coming on on Saturday next at Norwich against three 
men for fishing on Wroxham Broad without leave from the so-called proprietor of 
the fishing rights. I do not offer any opinion on the question, but shall await the 
decision with interest, as it will affect a very large class of very poor anglers. I 
may say I feelit is a pity the question has been raised, as things have gone on very 
comfortably during the reign of our lamented friend, A. J. N. Chamberlain, and 
these questions lead to anything but good generally. Prospects good.-ROBERT 


MOLL. F 
_ Chichester. : 
Some fair sport has been experienced in this water during the past week, some 
good-sized bream and roach coming to hand; but fish are not in good condition— 
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in fact, many are spawning at the present time, and angling will be far better a 
month hence, Mr. Willison tells me some excellent roach and dace have been, taken 
at Selham, which, with the water in good condition, will well repay a-visit. The 
London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Company have kindly granted conces- 
sions to the Brighton Angling Society, who now have the benefit of greatly reduced 
fares to Chichester, Berwick, and other fishing stations. Some good roach have been 
taken from the Ouse.; Mr. Stapleton obtaining a prize for the greatest weight of 
fish in a recent contest. Weather fine, but every appearance of a storm,—G, F. 
SALTER, : 
Derwent (Workington). 

The river is now running very low and clear, and the recent rains have, so far, 
made very little impression upon it; but we must be thankful for small mercies 
in the way of water, during the summer months. In spite of the adverse circum- 
stances, a few salmon and sea trout have been forcing their way up the river, and 
the coops at Salmon Hall have taken a fair toll during the past fortnight. A few 
anglers have also been lucky enough to get sea trout. A veteran, nearly eighty 
years of age, hooked with trout flies, and landed, without gaff or assistance, 
a fine salmon of 121b., and another angler also got a fish of 10lb. with trout tackle, 
both from the Weir Dub, at-Brigham,-and another angler had ai fish of 131b. from 
the Cork Hole, at Camerton. I have-also heard of several anglers having their trout 
tackle smashed by salmon. Rain is now-falling steadily, and as the earth must be 


pretty well saturated by the recent falls, there is a prospect of an mega = 
anty 


the river. Thursday : River muchimproved, and is to-day a nice fly-water. 
Pearson got two fine sea trout yesterday, scaling together nearly 61b.—S, H. 
The Dove. ; ; 
Quite a change has taken place in the elements since my last. Hot, bright 


weather appears to have set permanently in; but, alas for the frailty of human 
desires, the temperature suddenly began to fall on Sunday, and since then we have 
had a succession of very cold wet days, with thick mists—more like early November 
than the end of June. . The cause of all this is given as the fag end of icebergs in 
the Atlantic, and all I can say is that the sooner they “move on” the better for 
Englishmen’s comfort—anglers in particular. We have had a large number of 
bottom fishers out, notwithstanding the weather, and as the water has been 
possessed of plenty of colour, sport has proved fairly good. The Cad-bait and 
Maggot have again been the most destructive baits for grayling, barbel, roach, dace, 
and bream. Not many perch have been taken so far, and I think the reason is that 
they, generally speaking, prefer the worm, and this has not been largely used. 
Trout seem to have about satiated themselves upon the May Fly, and are retiring to 
the deeps. They have not been rising so freely this week as last, The dishes have 
not averaged more than four brace per rod.—THE SPLODGER. 


Esk (Whitby). 

Since my last report some very excellent takes of good trout have been made in 
the estuaries of the Esk. The largest trout caught in this river within recent years 
weighed, I believe, a little over 3lb.,and though nothing like this weight in any 
fish has been reached during the past week, some really handsome and well-fed 
trout have been landed. Mr. Calvert, of Leatholm, has been out nearly every day 
with the fly, and in no instance has he returned without being able to show good 
results. His takes have averaged four to eight fish, each fish weighing about 1lb. 
Mr. H. K. Williamson took with the fly the other day four trout, each weighing 
over llb.; Mr. Edward Urwin, with the worm, several nice fish, the largest 
measuring 15in., and turning the scale at 16j0z. Captain Dinsdale, Messrs, 
Andrews. Rhodes, Calvert, Leng, and other local anglers, have been out, 
and most of them have done fairly well in the dumps on Ruswarp 
dam. Lord Henry R. Phipps and some private friends have had a turn 
up the Mulgrave Becks, and were successful with the fly. Up to Tuesday there had 
been a long-protracted drought, and the waters in this neighbourhood were rendered 
very shallowand clear. At the time of writing (Wednesday) there has been twelve 
to fourteen hours’ incessant rain, which is sure to do a great,deal of good.—J. J. J. 


Esthwaite Water. 


We have little to record of this water, with the exception that a party of gentle- 
men from Manchester, whose success was noted last week, have been committing 
further hayoc amongst the pike. There have also been some large quantities of 
perch captured, and a few parties have gone and been disappointed in either finding 
the boat engaged or not being provided with the requisite permit. It should be 
known that this water being private, the owner makes a small charge of a shilling 
each person per day to fish for pike and. perch, which licenses must be procured at 
the Ferry Hotel, and they will be afterwards collected by the water bailiff at the 


lake. 
Exe (Exeter). 


Some nice trout have been taken, with Red, Spinner, Moths, and Red Palmer, as 
also some fine roach and perch in the river and canal, former taken with paste and 
gentles, the latter with live minnows and worms. I was fortunate enough to take 
92 roach last week, the largest 131b., and 12 others over 1lb. each. Water now in 
full flood, and when fined down some good sport may be anticipated with fishing 
generally, there being a quantity of fine trout in the river now.—J, A. KELLEY. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea-fishing : weather this week very unsettled ; nevertheless, those fishing off the 
Bull have had some good catches of whiting, pout, and bream, and some fine bass 
and pollack haye been caught off Morthoe by W. Barberry and 8. Ley. They antici- 
pate some good sport among the bass should the weather be fine. Mr. Gratte, fishing 
from the jetty, caught a fine cod weighing about 16lb., and several pout were caught 
from the rocks. Some good-sized lobsters and crabs have been taken from the pots, 
Prospects of fishing good, should the weather be favourable—E. CommERr, 


The Kennet (Newbury). 


In the preserved waters of the Angling Association anglers were more fortunate, 
on the opening day, than those in public waters. Amongst the most lucky was 
Master Paice, of Beaconsfield-terrace, who has already taken several large trout 
from the stream, and who on Tuesday night had a basket of fine perch, in all weigh- 
ing nearly 12lb. Mr. Morgan, who commenced fishing shortly after midnight, in 
the deep hole at Fourth Hatch, by half past three had landed three heavy fish, 
while amongst other takes we heard of was a large trout captured by Mr. Brice 
Wilson, and a jack, scaling 41b,, caught by Mr. Albert Cosburn. For several years a 
number of gentlemen connected with the Angling Association have inaugurated the 
fishing season with a dinner at the. White House. Host Stilwell has acquired the 
reputation of being able to tickle the palates of his angling friends, and the dinner 
which he placed on the table on Tuesday eyening had the effect of raising him 
higher in the estimation of his patrons, who evinced their satisfaction of the deli- 
cacies provided, by making athoroughly enjoyable meal. The company was small, 
but quite as many as the snug little pariour could comfortably accommodate. Mr. 
Haworth, of Ham Mills, presided, and Mr. F. E. Walker was vice-chairman ; the 
company including Mr. West and Mr. Watkins, of London, Messrs. Morgan, Paice, 
Robinson, Paulin, W. Harrison, Hattatt, Curry, Crisp, Allaway, &c. Letters of 
apology were also received from Mr. Eyans, chairman of the Westbourne Park 
Angling Association, and Mr, Cornish, of London, both frequent visitors to the 
Newbury fishery — Newbury News. 


_Lake Windermere and Tributaries. 

More or less quantities of char have been taken by the plumb-line during the past 
week or ten days, though there are no heavy catches recorded, On Monday morning 
last there were ten boats out on the favourite ground near to Belle Grange ; but 
they were obliged to work chiefly near the Lancashire shore of the lake, on account 
of the strong 8.W. breeze which sprang up. Kirkbride, Walker, Robinson, Braith- 
waite, and Begbie bagged on that occasion from 4lb, to 6lb, of char each, though 


those who follow fishing here for profit more than sport are very reticent as to the 
amount of fish they capture, and on no account exaggerate as to weight or quantity, 
but rather the contrary. Those, who-haye gone trolling for a few hours to enjoy 
the sport have not been quite so successful, and generally have to be content with a 
short measured dozen ; but on Tuesday Hartley Langley, of Windermere, was suc- 
cessful in securing 17 very equal-sized fish. That description of sport, however, is 
now about at an end since the recent freshets have brought a quantity of flies and 
insect food from the higher grounds, and trolling tackle may be laid aside until the 
end of August. Rain commenced to fall on Thursday week, and there have been 
some fair samples of trout taken, though no heayy baskets are spoken of. On 
Tuesday Mr, John Bigland bagged a 33-pounder in splendid condition, and when 
lying on the slab of Mr, Middleton, fishmonger, Windermere, it was scarcely dis- 
tinguishable in brightness from the salmon laid alongside, Pike fishing has been 
brisk ; and “ Jim Kirky,” as he is locally known by, who is the most skilful in that 
description of sport known within a wide radius, has been making some fabulous 
captures, varying in size from 13lb, downwards. Since the perch season came in, 
the summer visitors—who areas yet exceedingly sparse—have many of them enjoyed 
some grand sport ; and whenever the weather permits there is scarcely a bay or 
inlet in the neighbourhood of Bowness and Belle Isle without a boat moored whose 
occupants are engaged with the perch, which are numerous and afford abundance 
of fun, especially to the youngsters. Since rain came the trout in the tributaries 
have become lively, though they are generally small in size. During the latter part 
of last week, during afresh, J. Coward took upwards of 60 in the river Troutheck ; 
and on Wednesday last the same noted bait fisher killed 76 on the same water (upper 
part) with the Caddis bait. Several other decent panniers were also made by less 
experienced anglers ; and on Monday Dr, Hamilton had between 6lb. and 71b., caught 
with the fly in less than three. hours in the reservoir of the Windermere Water 
Works Company, which place, it should be noted, is not public.—W., 


Lea (Rye House). 

Wind, north-west. There were some fine perch taken on the 21st by Mr. Wood. 
They were taken with red worms ; and there were some nice roach taken by other 
gentlemen, The water is in capital order now, for all kinds of fishing —Wm, 
CoWELL, 2 

Leicester, 


The weather during the past week has been very changeable; cold winds and 
rain causing angling to become anything but a pleasurable pastime. The sport in 
the home waters has been only moderate ; the best of the fishing was had among 
the perch, dace, and chub, the roach not yet being in condition. The Aylestone 
preserves, belonging to the Leicester Angling Society, have received the largest 
amount of patronage, the fish being much more forward in cond’tion at this portion 
of the preserves, than at other places. Takes of perch, chub, and pike were shown 
in fair numbers, although no large fish were weighed in. The Wreake, Syston, 
Barrow-on Soar, and Narborough waters have received plenty of attention from 
anglers ; but not much has been done at any of the outlying resorts. The waters 
at Narborough have been taken by Mr. T. Burgess, and it is, I believe, intended to 
limit the number of subscribers to twenty. This action on the part of Mr. Burgess 
will cause.a.great amount of satisfaction, as he is a practical. angler, and,, will, 
doubtless, see that the waters are properly locked from the depredations of poachers, 
A steady rain fell throughout Thursday. Waters are rising ; but are in good condi- 
tion for fishing,—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These rivers are now both in capital order for fishing ; both remaining clear, and 
in fine condition for, the fly. The fish are sporting freely, and some good lots have 
been landed. The flies used on the water at present are the Orl, Red Spinner, 
Governor, Coachman, and Little Blue Dun and May Fly. During the past week 
some dozens of trout have been captured with the May Fly, from 2}lb. up, and all 
these fish have been taken near to the town in the Arrow and Lugg. In the Arrow 
there is a stretch of water for nearly a mile upwards towards Broadwood, and there 
are fish there of great size. I understand we are indebted to the well-known and 
popular squire of Hampton Court for this breed of large trout, as he has been most 
indefatigable in hatching them close under his own eye and care. Some years ago, 
Mr, R. Hayes hatched some of these large trout under many difficulties, and from 
that time to this, he has been most successful in breeding several descriptions, the 
most favourite being Fontinalis (a Canadian brook trout), <A little over a year ago 
people were much interested, viewing his stock as they came from the ova, and he 
very courteously explained their mode of hatching. Through his generosity and 
care, he has successfully placed some thousands of young trout in the waters of the 
Arrow and Lugg, and the tributaries of this district.. In the Lugg, a fine trout has 
recently been captured by the Rev. H. Chase Green-Price, of Norton Vicarage, near 
Knighton. It was caught with the May Fly, and weighed 21b, 20z., measuring 19in, 
in length. The reverend gentleman used great skill in landing the fish, doing so 
without a landing net, in about twenty minutes, This fine trophy of the piscatorial — 
art is now in the hands of the taxidermist—_GWYNNE. v4 : 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

The water remains in first-class condition, but very low, and doubtless a few 
showers would greatly improve things. However, during the week there have been 
good takes reported, .Bream and roach have been biting fairly well for so early in 
the season, and chub and jack continue to be taken. The local society have placed 
400 Salmo fario in the Ballast Pit for the fresh breeding establishment of the Mar- 
quis of Exeter, where, Mr, Silk says, they will not only do well, but breed on the 
gravel. The towing-path regulations are working fairly well, but some people are 
bound to grumble ;. but I hope it will end there, as prosecutions are not at all de- 
sirable in the interests of anyone.— YE Mrpway WATER RAT. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). ce 

The water in in good condition, and roach are on the feed. I hear of some very 
goodones taken, going Ilb, and 1lb. 20z.; also some bream have been taken. I 
saw some good roach that were taken on the 20th with wheat, which is a very good. 
bait.. No doubt the roach are on early owing to the weeds being cut, which will 
give a better chance to anglers. Iwas assisting in cutting the weeds on the 24th, 
and during the afternoon a jack of 33lb. leaped from the weeds into the boat, a dis- 
tance of 18in, which I have never seén or heard of before ; and a great many more 
are seen in the weeds, which is a good prospect for the ensuing jack season.—H. 
Rovr, 


Severn and Stour (Kidderminster). 


Since my last report we have had a gentle fall of rain, lasting nearly twenty-four 
hours. I expect it will not affect the river to any extent, the soil hereabout being 
so light. There have been several good. takes of fish this last week. A youth in 
the early part of his teens, spinning the minnow, took ten chub, averaging over a 
pound each. The same youth. using the fly one morning, took three trout in three 
successive throws of 8oz., 120z., and l6oz. respectively. A gentleman using the 
minnow ran four fish, securing two of them, one of 120z.,;the other of 411b., a splendid 
fish. The other two, in their mad rushes to get free, went over the weir and broke 
the tackle. This brace-of, fish were considered to weigh not less than 7lb. Taking 
a walk up the Severn side a few days ago, I was sorry to see, since the barge traffic 
hasisubsided, several of the fords are overgrown with long weeds, stopping all the 
fly-fishing from the bank. Certainly, there will be a better protection for the fish ; 
but the bottom of the Severn is so uncertain that wading will be dangerous, except 
to those who know theriver well. I expect those weeds will be left to multiply of 
their'own sweet will. There is a splendid ford below Bewdley thoroughly spoiled 
fronr the same cause, to say nothing of the looks of the river being spoiled. No 
trout reported from the Stour this week, One angler took a bream of 341b., which, 
ifithad been in good condition, would have been 5lb, A good few anglers have’ 
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taken a considerable number of eels during the day, some of them being a..good 
weight ; but there will be no big takes until both rivers have been well washed 
out_by floods.—E, Earp, we ly 
Severn (Gloucester). ; 

The weather here has been miserably cold and wet for the past week, so that very 
few anglers have been out. Six anda half brace of trout were taken in the Upper 
Leadon, with the natural minnow, on Monday last, and some good flounders and eels 
have been obtained from the river ; but the roach and chub are entirely off the feed, 
owing, no doubt, to the unnatural weather, The Eastington Brook has been visited 
to-day by local anglers ; but they had not returned up to the time of my sending 
this report. SINGLE Hain, 

Spey (Aberlour), 

This river continues in splendid condition for angling, and from the large baskets 
that are being daily made anglers seem to be alive to the occasion, Black Gnat and 
March Browns are the best killers at present.—ANGLER. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is in capital order for angling, it still remaining clear and in good 
fiy-fishing condition, The fishermen of this part have been out in good numbers 
this week, and some good-sized fish have been taken, The fish have been rising 
freely at the fly this week. The flies chiefly used on the water are the Governor, 
Red Spinner, Orl, and Coachman, On Friday the water in the.Rochford district 
was visited by a gentleman who, with the Orl and Governor, took a fine lot of trout 
averaging ?lb. each. The water near the town was fished by a gentleman the same 
day, and some nice fish were taken with the Red Spinner. A gentleman tried the 
water on Saturday, and took some nice trout with maggot. In the water near to 
Corn Brook a gentleman was out, and, with the Orl and Coachman, landed a good 
dish of fine trout. On Monday: a gentleman tried the water near the Bridge, and 
took some nice trout with the Red Spinner and Orl. In the Eastham waters a 
capital dish of fish was landed with the fly. Some nice trout have been taken from 
the waters near to Newnham Bridge with the fly. The water near Little Hereford 
was fished on Tuesday by a gentleman with the Coachman, who caught some capital 
trout. The Kyre, Rea, and Ledwyche are all now in capital condition for fishing. 
The fish are sporting well. A few good fish have been taken from Ledwyche, and a 
nice lot of trout from the Rea on Tuesday, In the Kyre some good fish have been 


landed.— WORCESTER, 
f Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme from Ludlow all the way up to Kington in Wales is in excellent angling 
order. The weather the last few days has been dull about this district, and anglers 
have on the whole been very successful. The flies that are the most killing this 
week are the Orl, Red Spinner, Governor, Coachman, Light Blue Dun, Silver-twisted 
Blue, and Black Gnat. The fish rise well to any of these flies. Richard Smith took 
five excellent trout with the two last-named flies in a very short space of time under 
the Castle Pound Weir the other evening. The fish weighed nearly llb. each. A 
large capture of dace was made on Monday evening just below the new bridge in 
Mr. Collins’s field with the maggot just before dusk. Some grand fish have been 
janded up Lord: Windsor’s waters. On Monday and Tuesday two gentlemen visiting 
those waters caught between them the first day 13 brace of. trout and 9.brace of 
other kinds ; on the second day they caught 15 brace of trout, one of which weighed 
1jlb., and some score of perch and other “ rough fish. “We have no news from the 
Leintwardine district or the Plowden Association’s waters. In the Onibury district 
the Coachman has been used with excellent luck. A gentleman’ caught some 17 
fish of various descriptions after three hours’ fishing on Tuesday at the Bromfield 
portion of the stream. Some very nice trout landed from Mr. BR. Marston’s waters 
at Clun, Large catches have been had in the Ledwyche. I hear of one gentleman 
catching 36 trout the first day, 35 the second, and 26 the third.—_S. Lupnow. 


Torridge (Torrington). 


River was in flood yesterday, and the anglers were very busy getting their clots of 
worms and hooks and lines ready, and a quantity of eels, trout, and dace were taken, 
River now getting in good order, and will be good for salmon and peal for the 
coming week, if the weather holds fine as at present. One gentleman took twenty- 
four trout yesterday in a small stream.— PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers since my last report have been extremely busy in most of the private and 
public waters abounding in this district. Barbel, as yet, are in the rapids, and at 
Wilford (Nottingham side) the “snatching” fraternity are said to have played sad 
havoc amongst them. More particularly was this the case on Monday and Tuesday, 
and it is time steps were taken by the Trent Fishery Board to stop their little game, 
Some large barbel have been landed by legitimate angling in the turbulent water 
immediately below Beeston weir, whilst a few good fish have been brought to bank 
at Sawley and Shardlow. Chub and barbel haye formed the principal takes in the 
King’s Mills length, in which salmon of late have, according to my information, 
afforded the subscribers but sorry sport. The lower waters ‘generally have turned 
‘out more chub than any other species, and, as a rule, the fish have preferred the 
Caddis Grub to any other bait. On Thursday we had a rise, so that heavy rain 
must have fallen up the river. It will, however, enhance the character of sport.— 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Usk. 

Since my last, sport amongst the prince of fresh-water fish has been spare; the fol- 
lowing gentlemen having secured a few:—Mr. Lant, two, 14lb. and 12lb.; Mr. 
Brightson, four, 13lb., 151b., 141b., 151b. ; Major Lane, one, 16lb, ; General Barnard, 
one, 15lb. ; Mr. Humphrey, two, weight not to hand. At the time of writing the 
water is highly coloured, and_risen about a foot, from the heavy rains of the last 
days. Should the weather hold up dry, the river will be in fine order about Satur- 


day.—IRon BLUE, 
6] Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Matters piscatorial have been very quiet since my last week’s report ; but as it has 
rained incessantly for the past twenty-four hours, a change for the better may be 
safely looked forward to. When the water is clearing off the following flies should 
kill their share of trout :—Red Ant, Orange Dun, Knotted Midge, and Orange 
Partridge. I expect there will be a great invasion of the Wharfe by anglers from 
Leeds during the next few days. To-night, Wednesday, it is still raining heayily, 
and does not seem inclined to clear up at present.—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

We have hada lot of very heavy rain fall during the week, which has caused the 
above rivers to have nice little freshes on them. This is just what.was.wanting, for 
the fish will now forget the Drake and feed well on other natural flies. Sport during 
the past week has not been very encouraging, especially with the artificial fly. 
Fish scarcely ever feed well on these rivers just before rainfalls, The dibbing fra- 
ternity have killed a lot of heavy trout with both Bluebottle and Downlooker flies 
under the bushes and trees. The bottom fishers have killed a decent lot of fish, 
principally on the Matlock Bath Angling Association and Darley Dale Fishing Club 
waters, with ant-eggs and maggots for baits, Angling prospects-looking A; k for 
next week.—GuEO, JAS. EATON. : : 

Yare (Norwich). 


fé The sport on this river during the past week has not been at all good. ~A goodly 
number of anglers have tried their luck at Brundall, Buckenham, and Cantley, but 
the best catch I have heard of was 2st,of bream, At the latter place some good 
large roach have been caught, but one old experienced angler told me this evening 
it was a pity to catch them, as they were so out of condition... The weather has 
been beautiful until to-night, and it is quite’cold, and a strong N.N.H. wind blowing, 
which of course is anything but favourable, anyway. I am ‘still of the opinion 
that the coming season will be the best we have had for years, and that roach and 
bream will be taken in large quantities a little later on, I build my hopes of this on the 


report of our river watchers and others, who inform me that at times the river seems 
alive with large fish, so that both local men and visitors may safely look forward 
to a first-rate time amongst the beautiful roach of our famed streams. The clubs 
are now beginning to make arrangements for their annual matches, and as they (the 
clubs) number 57, you may imagine it entails a lot of work for the secretaries, and 
also much business for the riverside houses where the matches are held, Prospects 
with an alteration of wind, good—Roserr Mout. 


SS EE 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—In taking into account what of the fishing we have 
already seen, we feel that we are safe to predict that the grilse season now upon us 
will be equal, if not superior, to even the best grilse season during the past decade. 
The mixed nature of the fishing forces this not unpleasant conclusion upon us. It 
may not be widely known, but the opinion holds good among net fishermen that it 
augurs a long-extended and productive fishing if about this time of the year the 
grilse got in the nets vary considerably in size—range, say, from eight down to a 
couple of pounds. The greater the number of small fish the longer, in the net fisher- 
man’s opinion, will the fishing last. The past three days have been most favourable 
for fish taking to the river. Monday was a rare good day ; that day, 355 grilse, 230 
trout, and 17 salmon were landed at the Fords Station alone. Other stations were 
well up to the figures quoted, thouigh not quite. The very worst to fish stations— 
those that generally have but few fish—had remarkably good hauls. There were a 
great many big grilse, 73lb. to 841b., but the 2lb. to 33-pounders were far more 
numerous. Of the fish that went up on Sunday—and great shoals ascended that 
day—a considerable number, we are told, were illegally netted during the night by 
poachers. Seldom when a great run of fish takes place do the Fishery Board allow 
their head boss to gather together at the proper places a staff of bailiffs sufficient to 
guard these fish during their up-the-river journey. That’s a great mistake, a cheese- 
paring policy, and a system of river protection that finds little favour. The grilse 
got lately were all firm, well-shaped fish, and of exceptionally good quality. The 
Invercauld Arms Hotel water at Ballater, and the Huntly Arms Hotel water at 
Aboyne, are affording really good sport. The visitors staying at these hotels are very 
rarely having a blank day, The fishing is free to them just now.—W. M. 





Don.—The fishing has not been doing so well of late. Trout seem disinclined 
to rise to the fly very freely, and there are no fish worth speaking of being got with 
any other lure, The water to-day (Wednesday) is very low and clear, and there isa 
nasty haze in the air. What we look for, and what we expect to set the fishing on 
its legs again, is a thorough downpour of rain. If we do not get it very soon, the 
fishing will not be worth referring to. Some fine trout were got about Keinnay prior 
to the setting in of the present unfavourable weather. Parkhill was in fine order, 
and the gentlemen on both the lower and the upper waters had well-filled baskets 
most of the days they were out. Other good sections were yielding remarkably 
well, though uncertainly, up to within a fortnight ago.—W. M. 


DEE, BALLATER.—Weather very good for angling. Pretty good sport has 
been had this past week, and although the river is getting low the water is always 
well stocked with fish. On the Hotel water A: H. Clowes, Esq., on Wednesday, 17th, 
one 103lb.; and'on the same day’ Mrs. Clowes had one 8lb.; A. H. Clowes, Hsq., on 
Monday 22nd, four, 1131b., 8lb., 8lb., 7lb.; and on Tuesday 23rd, one 841b., 8. L. 
Howell, Esq., on Monday 22nd, one, 84lb.; and on Tuesday 23rd, one, .8lb.; C. L, 
Buxton, Esq., on Thursday 19th, one, 101b., and on Tuesday \23rd, three, 93lb., 91b.; 
9b. ; Mr. Frank, on Saturday 20th, one, 1141b.; Mr. Buxton, on Tuesday, two, 821b. 
and 8lb. Monaltrie water: Mr. Robert Clark, on Friday 19th, one 10lb., and one 
grilse 531b.; on Saturday, one, 101b.; on Monday 22nd, one grilse 5lb. Cambus 
O’May water: F. Gaskell, Esq., Tuesday 16th, two, 111b., 6lb.; on Wednesday 17th, 
two, 741b., 91b.; on Thursday 18th, two, 1llb., 8lb. Mowan Lodge water: John 
McHardy, keeper, on Wednesday, one 101b. The most deadly flies last week were 
Silver Grey, Clunie, Peacock, Jockie, Jeanie, Logie, Jock Scott, Silver Doctor, and 
Blue Doctor Sun fly. Very good prospects for next few days ; a good many sca trout 
and grilse have been seen making their way up the river.—GzEO, SMITH. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Fairly good sport has been obtained in the Nith and Cairn, 
the late rain having putthe waters in capital trim. Grayling and herling are the 
principal fish landed. Recently I alluded to a resolution by local gentlemen to 
stake their fishings as a preventive to the shackle-net, which the poachers know 
how to use so effectively. Lincluden fishings, which are near the town of Dumfries, 
are now completly staked ; but subscriptions are being collected to stake portions of 
the Cairn. In upper and lower Annan there isa decided improvement, and Southern 
brethren of the rod and line could spend a profitable holiday here just now. The 
streams have benefited from the recent rains. Sea-fishing have not made much 
progress on the Solway. The rivers of the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright are now 
much higher. The Dee has been netted by the proprietors; but with little result. 
During the past few days a large number of salmon have been making their way 
into the upper reaches.—W. B. 


Loce RUTHVEN (INVERNESSHIRE.)—Good baskets continue to be made on this 
loch. On Monday, Mr. H. Macdonald and friend killed 12lb. of fine trout ; on the 
17th, Mr. Smithson, of Morris Grange, Yorks, had 401b. ; and on the 19th, -441b.; on 
the 18th, Mr. Grant, of Inverness, basketed 361. Thedecrease is owing to the day 
being very stormy. The charge for fishing on this loch per rod_ per diem is 12s, 6d., 
with the use of a boat and attendant ; tickets to be had from Mr. Macfarlane, Cale- 
donian. Hotel, Inverness,—ANGLER. 


Ness (INVERNESS. )—Owing to the rain that has fallen since last week, the fishing 
condition of this river has considerably improved. On the tidal part splend hauls 
have been got with the net ; anglers also have been pretty successful.—ANGLER. 


THE TAY (PERTH.)—The Tay came about 10in. on Friday last, which improved 
the fishing very much. Some very fine baskets of trout have been taken, A few 
salmon have been killed ; one, a fine fish of 42lb., was killed on Stobhall by Mr. 
Kennady. Ballathie Angling Club held their annual competition on Saturday. Most 
of the baskets were taken off the Tay. Mr. Panton, 26}1b. ; Mr. Dewar, 123lb. ; Mr. 
A. Dewar, 103lb.; Mx. IT. Panton, 8lb. The prize for the six heaviest trout was 
gained by Mr. A. Panton, 1031b. Mr. Finlay had a fish on the Tummel ily Dir. 
Johnson, one, 18lb.; the keeper, one, 111b. Mr. William Wilson and Mr. P. D. 
Malloch had seventy-one trout of the Tumsmel, weighing 501b. Baskets from 91b. to 
121b. are being killed on Loch Rannoch. Mr. Leith had a ferot 821b. on Loch Lagan. 
Lochleyen is fishing well, basketsfrom 201b. to 301b. not being uncommon.—P. D.M. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed.on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT,) 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Liver, Lungs, and Kidneys.—Most diseases of these depurative organs arise 
from obstructions, over the removal of which these celebrated Pills exercise the most perfect control. 
A course of them is strongly recommended as a remedy for such chronic affections as liver enlarge 
ments, congestion of ihe lungs, torpidity of the kidneys, and other functional disorders which cane 
much present suffering, and if néglected lay,the foundation of organic diseases. Holloway 3 ES] a 
specially adapted for the young and delicate ; their gentle and purifying action ranks them above ay 
other medicines. In indigestion, nervous affections, gout, and rheumatism, these Pills have achieve! 
for themselves universal famé, ‘They expel all impurities from the blood, and thus vetore cheerfulness 
and vigour. ; ; 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


F. R. W., Southport.—We see no reason for doubting the perfect accuracy of the 
account published by the Field of a 141b. trout taking a fully-fledged sparrow 
which had fallen out of a nest under a bridge. A young sparrow looks a much 
bigger morsel than it really is, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 








THE WARNING TO THAMES ANGLERS. 

S1r,—I observe in the public press a notice that Mr. Hllett, the secretary of the 
Riparian Owners’ Association, is desirous of discovering some substantial person who 
will angle without permission in certain parts of the river in order that the question 
of legality may be fought out. As I have had some little experience in sucha 
contest, I beg to inform that gentleman and other persons interested in the 
Riparian Association that on any day which may be arranged, within lawful hours, 
I shall be happy to fish in any part of the Thames between Oxford and London 
without asking or obtaining permission of anyone. 

I shall be prepared to contest the whole question to the highest Court of Appeal 
should any riparians wish to journey with me so far. 

As holidays for me are somewhat rare, I trust the riparian in whose waters J am 
to fish will only take technical notice of my presence, and not interfere in any 
unsportsmanlike manner with my day’s angling.—I am, Xc., 

5, Fenchurch-buildings, London, H.C., June 23rd. J. GRANVILLE LAYARD.. 


FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND. 

Str,—A friend who is going out asks me for some information as to angling. Will 
anyone tell me what is the best tackle for the Colony, and what kind of fish may be 
got ?—I am, Xce., E. GOSLING. 

Budleigh Salterton. 








[There is good trout-fishing in New Zealand, and plenty of sea-fishing. Suitable 
rods and tackle can be got in Dunedin and in other N.Z. towns.—ED. } 
SEA AIR AND TROUT-FISHING. 
Str,—I think that Pwllheli, Carnarvonshire, would suit “ April Dun.” I have 


heard good reports of the fishing,,both sea and river. In fact, l intended going there 
this summer, but unforseen circumstances prevented me. 

There is no house-agent there ; but I have obtained a good deal of information 
about houses, lodgings, &c., which I shall be happy to place at “April Dun’s” 
disposal if he will give me his address. Ican also give him particulars of one or 
two very quiet places on the Welsh coast.—-I am, &e., EK. Gosuine. 

Budleigh Salterton, 8. Devon. 


A DAY IN THE COUNTRY. 

Srr,—Last year you led some of your readers generously to help us to provide a 
day’s excursion into Epping Forest for 800 poor girls and boys who attend the 
Hackney Juvenile Mission Ragged Schools, at Bruce and Lyme Grove Halls. 

The committee hope to be able to take as many children this summer, and provide 
them with at least one substantial meal, and will be glad if your readers will assist 
and practically participate with them in this pleasure by sending contributions 
towards the “ Annual Day in the Country Fund,” to either Rev. William Tyler, 247, 
Hackney-road, N.E.; John Kirk, Esq., Ragged School Union, Exeter Hall, W.C. ; 
Messrs. Morgan and Scott, The Christian offices, Paternoster-buildings, H.C. ; George 
Stokes, Esq , 103, Bishop’s-road, E.; W. B. Wilson, Esq., 62, Gore-road, E.; Rey. W. 
Cuff, Shoreditch Tabernacle, N.E. ; the hon. secretary, Mr. J. Newman, 120, Cheap- 
side, E.C. ; or to—Yours, &c., ATHRO ALFRED KNIGHT, hon. treasurer. 

Knightsville Ladies’ College, Lewisham High-road, Brockley, 8.E. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

S1r,—Salmon-fishing on the Trent is over for the next two months, as they will 
not bite in warm weather, so we shall have to wait till September. I believe Mr. 
Ley caught the last fish on Monday at Ring’s Mills, 1131b. 

On the coarse fish opening day some very good sport was had. Mr. Coxon and 
friend caught a good basket of chub; Mr. Tutin taking 20 eels. Mr. F. West, seven. 
barbel during the week, caught with cad bait ; Mr. Horsley, a pike 7lb. ; Mr. Bull, 
three barbel, all taken in the Weston Water. Very little doing down the river, 
with the exception of some good catches of eels, Mr. Smith and Mr. Baker getting 
49 eels and one barbel at Colwick on Tuesday.—I am, Xc., A. Wz 


DACE-FISHING IN THE WAVENEY.—A GOOD FLY. 

Srr,—In answer to the query about dace-fishing in the Waveney above Beccles, 
there are good dace to be had with the fly almost everywhere, but especially at the 
tails of the waste water runsatthe variouslocks. The first lockat Ship Meadow, some 
four miles above Beccles, is the largest. Ihave taken as much as a stone weight of 
dace in the waste pool there in an hour or two with the fly ; but the biggest dace are 
further up the river. There are good ones at Hllingham, the next lock and mill : 
also in a pool below a bridge on the road about 300 yards south of the locks there. 

There are plenty to be had with the fly between that point and Bungay ; but the 
best are above Bungay, in Lord Waveney’s water, at Homersfield, and thence up to 
and beyond Harleston. 

The water is exceedingly clear, and the fish want a good deal of catching. 
Waveney is very kind in giving leave to fair anglers. 

I have tried various flies. The ordinary dace flies do pretty well; but for choice I 
should take the Quill Gnat and the Sedge. With the latter, dressed pretty full in 
the body, Ihave killed more than with all the rest put together—No. 12 hook. The 
Waveney Valley branch of the G.E.R. is very convenient, as it runs near the river 

.right up to Harleston. By the way, he that wants to catch Waveney dace should 
remember the little bit of white kid on the bend of the hook. In dace-fishing with 
ae one sometimes picks up heavy roach, and in the lower part of the river good 
rudd. 

The general bottom-fishing is excellent. Should your correspondent wish for 
further information, I should be happy to write to him, and I inclose my card in 
case he should like my address.—I am, &c., J. 

Steyning, Sussex. 


Lord 





CROSS-LINE FISHING IN IRELAND. 

Sr1r,—I have read with much surprise and dismay a letter in your issue of the 
20th from Mr. Gedney on the above subject, that such a state of things should be 
permitted to exist, and that in a country like Ireland a practice so obnoxious to 
everybody except the perpetrators of it should be allowed to pursue it for their own 
selfish purposes, ‘considering the numerous people who are affected by it, from the 
true fisherman downwards to the innkeeper, the men who are employed as boatmen, 
and, indeed, the whole country side where money is spent in pursuance of the gentle 
and attractive art of fly-fishing, 

It must be now close upon 25 years ago that Lord Lamington (then Mr. Alexander 
Bailie Cochrane, and Member for the Isle of Wight) carried a Bill through Parlia- 
ment to put a stop to cross-line fishing in Scotland. I can’t recollect the exact date ; 
but I was fishing the Clyde (at Lamington, in fact), and haye done so every two or 
three years ever since. It was impressed upon my mind at the time, for I fell in 
witha couple of men cross-lining the river, and the Act haying passed, I told them 
they were illegally fishing, when they replied that it was perfectly true, but that 
it did not become “Jaw in Scotland” until a year afterwards. This I found subse- 


quently, when I related the circumstance, to be correct. However, since then no 
cross-lining has taken place, 

For this service Lora Lamington has earned from Scottish fishermen the deepest 
gratitude. I may mention that his lordship is not himself a fisherman; while for 
miles in the neighbourhood of Lamington the river is free to all fair and legitimate 
fishermen ! : 

With regard to the “ Cross-Line Fishing in Ireland,’ I know not what to advise, 
since Ireland did not join issue at the time with Scotland aforesaid. But as Ireland 
is prone totake the law into its own hands upon various occasions, quite innocent 
compared with the “cross-line grievance” which injures so many, I should say, 
don’t duck the Manchester delinquents in the Ballina Lough, or nail their ears to 
the nearest pump ; but cut their cross-lines adrift, or leave the plug-hole open in 
the bottom of the boat, and otherwise throw every impediment in the way of their 
unsportsmanlike proceedings, instead of waiting upon the tediousness of obtain- 
ing an Act of Parliament. 

It would not be amiss to put notices in the local newspapersas to what these 
destroyers of all fair fishing are to expect in the event of their still persisting im 
this nefarious practice. 

It is quite 60 years ago since I was at a stag-hunt given by John O'Connell 
to his brother Daniel, at the Lakes of Killarney, and it is not likely I shall 
ever cross the water again ; so that, Mr. Editor, you will perceive my motives in 
writing this letter are purely unselfish, but for the sake of those who may visit 
the Green Island to try their skill with Irish trout.—I am, &c., ‘ 

London, June 24th. AN OLD FISHERMAN. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION—FURTHER RAILWAY CONCESSION. 
Si1r,—I have the pleasure to announce that the South-Western Railway have 
added Leatherhead to their list of stations. Fare, 2s. for the return journey. 
The New Instruction Cards.—I beg to inform the secretaries of angling societies 
that a correct list of fares, stations, and all necessary instructions will be printed 
and issued for members on the completion of the arrangements with the railway 
companies and fishery proprietors.—I am, Xc., R. GHURNEY, Secretary. ~ 


HYBRID FISHES? 

Str,—In your issue of the 20th inst. “ Helwr,” referring to moor-geds (a small 
fish often caught in the Exmoor streams), inquires whether they are hybrids, and in 
an editorial footnote the opinion is expressed that they are. J am under the impres- 
sion that a hybrid fish is an impossibility, and if wrong in this shall be greatly 
obliged if you will enlighten me. I am aware that a rudd was formerly supposed 
to be a cross between a roach and bream (an opinion held by, if not originating with, 
Izaak Walton) ; and that a zandra, or pike-perch, was between a pike and perch ; also, 
the pope, between a perch and gudgeon. But these, I think, are all exploded theories, 
each having been conclusively proved to be distinct species.—I am, &e., GIANT. 

June 21st. 

[The experiments of Shaw and others appear to prove conclusively that salmon 
ova can be impregnated with the milt of a trout, and that the hybrid will hatch out 
and grow tosome size. The salmon and trout in the Barle often spawn simultane- 
ously, and in the same pools; hence our idea that the moor-ged, if nota true trout, 
is a hybrid.—ED. | 


EEL-TRAPS. 

Srr,—I should feel obligedif you or some of your numerous readers will kindly 
enlighten me as to the best kind of trap for catching eels in a fast-running river 
like the Wharfe ?—I am, &c., W.. YF. 

Ilkley-in- Wharfedale. 

[The galvanised wire-traps, such asare sold by many London fishing-tackle makers, 
answer very well. Messrs. Williams and Co., Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn- 
fields, certainly keep them in stock. The wicker eel-traps are preferred by some. 
Unless we are mistaken, they are made by Messrs. Gaynor and Son, fishing-tackle — 
makers, Richmond-on-Thames. These traps should be baited with fresh offal, such 
as chicken’s guts, &c. It must be fresh, and renewed often.—ED. | 





FISHING IN BUSHEY PARK.—ANGLERS BEWARE! 

S1r,—I notice, under the heading of “ Occasional Notes,” in last week’s issue of the 
FIsHING GAzxErTs, “ W. H. P.” asks for “tips” about Bushey Park. I have fished 
all the ponds there for the last five years, and sometimes have had fairly good sport ; 
but owing to the large number of orders given, it has lately sadly degenerated. The 
best for all-round fishing is the large round pond in the centre of the famous chest- 
nut trees, in the middle of which is a fountain representing Diana and her nymphs. 
At two o’clock these young ladies make a most indecent exhibition of themselves ; 
but as the fountain was erected in the sensual age of the Highth Henry, we must 
overlook, or, rather, not look at, the water display at all. This pond is about 200 
yards in diameter, and contains a quantity of small roach, with a few tench, jack, 
and some large carp. There are also some good rudd, which I have taken by 
threading a piece of bread an inch square on a treble hook, and letting it float out 
with a slight stream which continually runs through the pond. The water is of no 
great depth, and now full of weeds, making it extremely difficult to fish. The same 
remarks apply to the two other ponds, which lie on the right of the chestnut trees 
coming from Hampton Court. The top one contains a few perch, but is yery 
shallow, in some places not more than 12in. deep. If “ W.H. P.” takes my advice, 
he will not waste his time by going to Bushey Park ponds to fish ; they doubtless 
have a.good reputation, but he will find itis reputation only. If he should try his 
luck, I wish him every success.—I am, &c., THOMAS W. J. WRIGHT. 

Putney. : 

[The Times “ British Matron” ought to look up those nymphs.—BD., | 


“ PIXIE” TESTIMONIAL. ; ie 
Str,—I return my sincere thanks to the members of the United Brothers, Dept- 
ford, for 5s. received towards the above.—I am, Xc., 
H. W. Fuower, Secretary “ Pixie” Testimonial. 
The Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth. 








LAND-LOCKED SALMON.—About six hundred fry in a healthy condition were 
removed from the tanks of the National Fish Culture Association and placed in the 
rearing stream at Sunbury on Friday in last week, under the personal superintend- 
ence of Mr. Thomas Spreckley. There was no time to give any notice of their intro- 
duction into the Sunbury nursery, and therefore there were no visitors present ; but 
it will be a source of satisfaction for anglers to know they are there and doing 
well.—B. 








105,000 ACCIDENTS for which TWO 
MILLIONS have been paid as 
COMPENSATION by the 
RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSURANCE 
COMPARY, 

64 CORNHILL. 
ACCIDENTS OF ALL KINDS. 
Paid-up and Invested Funds, £260,000. 

Premium Income, £235,000. 
Chairman, Harvie M. Farquhar, Esq. 
Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the 
Local Agents, or West-end Office, 8, Grand Hotel 
Buildings, Charing Cro8s, or at the Head Office, 64, 


CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C. 
WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 


AN EXTRAORDINARY LURE, 
KING’S NATURAL 
BAIT | 


’ (REGISTERED) 
Surpasses all others in its results; has earned the 
approbation of all anglers, being admitted by 
them to be most enticing far all bottom fish, and 
one that never disappoints. 
OF TACKLE DEALERS IN PACKETS, 
3d., 6d., and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Allcock and Co, ; Harrison, Bartleet 
and Co. ; Woodfield and Sons, Redditch, and others. 


WM. KING, 1, New Roan, Com- 
MERCIAL Roan, Lonpon, HB. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. |The 


SHA-SIDE. 


IMPROVED SERVICE OF FAST TRAINS IS 
NOW RUNNING TO 
YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, CLACTON-ON-SEA, WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, 


HARWICH, DOVERCOURT, ALDEBURGH, FELIXSTOWE, SOUTHWOLD, 
HUNSTANTON, AND CROMER. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY or SATURDAY 
to TUESDAY TICKETS are issued by all Trains. 


TOURIST TICKETS are also issued from LIVERPOOL-STREET by the 
NEW ROUTE TO SCARBOROUGH, FILEY, WHITBY, AND THE PRINCIPAL 
TOURIST STATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily 
by any Train from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. 
FARES, 8s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 
For full particulars see bills and the Company’s Time Books. 


London, July, 1885. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


AN 





FOR THE FLASK OR THE FIRESIDE! 


TO ANGLERS, WHISKY, 


The best Preven- 
SOFT, MELLOW, PURE, and entirely 


tive of Cold 

FREE from FUSEL OIn. 
Sold in Bottles and Half Bottles by all 
Wine Merchants and Retailers, a, 










SoLE PROPRIETORS— 


DAVIS & LITTLEWOOD, 
11, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


BONDED STORES—DUNDEE. 


THE SEVEN STILLS OLD SCOTCH WHISKY, 


. Matured in Sherry Casks. 

This BLEND is made up from seven of the BEST MALT STILLS in SCOTLAND. 
The product of each Still has been carefully selected, and these 
blended together in such proportions that the flavour of none of 
the Stills predominates over the other. This, in G. C©.’s experience, 
when judiciously done, is the only way whereby a Rich Full-bodied 
WHISKY, with delicate Flavour, can be obtained; and with the 
practical knowledge he possesses of Distilling and Blending ,he feels 
the utmost confidence in stating that no SUCH QUALITY as this 
has ever been offered in the Market. 


PRICE 9{/- PER GALLON. 
The above is supplied to the First Clubs and Military Messes at Home and Abroad, and the 


Nobility throughout the Kingdom, and sent under Bond to all parts of the World. This Blend is sent 
out with G. C.’s New Labeland Registered Trade Marks, and only to be had from - 
EDINBURGH. 


GEORGE COCKBURN, Wine ene trate impart 
The originaland only Proprietor of the Seven Stills. 
: Blending Warehouses-LOCHRIN. 


ANGLERS OBSERVE!!! 
AT THE SIGN OF “YE PLUCKIE PERCH,” 
HENRY RICHARDSON, “7, Finsbury Pavement, 


(CLOSE TO MOORGATE STREET STATION), 
You can obtain the best goods at Ten to Twenty per cent. below the usual 








prices. 
See recommendations in FIsH1ne GAZETTE of the 2nd August and 18th October, 1884, 


SPECIALITIES. 

Cane-bottom Rod, four joints, ringed, plugged, and winch fittings, 4s. 6d.; Ditto, best 
quality, five joints, and in bag, 6s. 6d. Best Hickory Bottom Rods, ringed and winch 
fittings, three joints, 4s.; four joints, 5s.6d. Roach Rods, 15ft., 6s. 6d.; 18ft., 8s. 6d. Trolling 
Rods, best ash, two joints, ringed and winch fittings, 3s. Best Hickory ditto, 5s.. Fly Roas, 
best ash, 12ft., 4s.; Ditto, Hickory, four joints, brazed, ringed, and winch fittings, in bag, 7s, 6d, ; 
best Greenheart, three joints, brazed, tapered butt, and winch fittings, in bag, 11s. 6d. 


BEST RODS AT EQUALLY LOW RATES. 


Nottingham Reels, from 1s.; ditto, with removable check, from 6s. Bronzed Check 
Reels, from 3s. Running Lines, real silk, 40 yards, 1s. Roach Lines, pure silk, 30 yards, 
73a. Gut Casts, 3 yards, 3d.; best, 5d. Hooks to Gut, 3d. dozen; very best, 5d. dozen; ditto, 
on best drawn gut, 9d. dozen. Flies, best trout, 1s. dozen; chub, 1s. 6d. dozeu. Stewart’s Worm 
Bait; 8d. each. Stewart's Worm Tackle, ls.dozen. Floats, patent taper, all sizes, 8d. each, 

SEND FOR PRICE LISTS, POST FREE. 


PRIZES /or Fishing Contests. Special illustrated list free by post. 


Sole Agent for the new Patent Spring Winch Fitting, which prevents the reel 
: fiying off while casting. 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 
NOW READY. PRICE 28. 6d. 


READING CASE 


OR HOLDING THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
Green Cloth, lettered on side ‘‘ FISHING GAZETTE,” with Leather Back"; will hold half 
a year’sGAZETTES. To be had at the 


FISHING GAZETTE OFFICE, 12 & 13, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.0. 
Contributions aresolicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
* panied with a stamped addressed envelope. ‘ 3 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. } 
THH FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
»\ Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 
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ON THE DESCRIPTION OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 27. 
By Mr. Guo. M. KELSON. 
3.-STANDARD PATTERNS. 


WHEN one views with continued attention the very large majority 
of young fishermen working on, uninstructed .in the art of fly- 
dressing, at a loss to: know what to select of those they buy, and 
utterly destitute of knowledge regarding the effect of colour; and 
when one gazes upon the clever combinations in many of these 
specimens wherein the transcendent intentions of the inventors are 
more conspicuously displayed—work covered, as it were, with memo- 
randa and hints, which seem to speak to the intelligent and ex- 
perienced angler, I trust there is no presumption in hoping there 
may be some few facts of more than ordinary interest to bring to 
light in the course of our present, descriptions of “* Standards.” 

Their record comprises a long roll of exceedingly serviceable pro- 
ductions, of which some, however, have become considerably re- 
duced in repute from the absence of care or mechanical ingenuity on 
the part of the dresser, or from the want of information and practice 
on the part of the angler. 

Notably the Popham—which in the past has given numberless 
proofs of its irresistible charms, but is like many of the sectional 
specimens, invariably overdressed—comes under this class ; there- 
fore, for the moment we will inquire into the remedies for amateur 
manufacturers, and also into the demands expected of fishermen. 





THE POPHAM. 


I believe it is universally admitted that the ceremony of “ presenta- 
tion ” with the fisherman forms a much more important study now 
than in years gone by. The inductive philosophy or knowledge 
deduced from experiment of late years comes well with the times ; 
and with all due deference to those gentlemen who cling to the 
assumption that salmon will take the fly nowadays as they used to— 
anyhow, across the stream or down it—the idea is. quite a mistake, 
and, in my humble opinion, is at least sufficient to premise why the 
popularity of the Popham in their hands is not what it was. 

Like all flies, this one has its periods of decline and fall ; but when 
properly made, handled by experts, and not harassed by being ina 
perpetual state of deformity in the water and out, I unhesitatingly 
endorse the opinions of others that it still offers all its old, be- 
witching, and natural attractions, 

“‘ How to Fish Streams and Eddies” is a subject which is being 
noticed in these columns from time to time, and it would be ex- 
ceeding my limits to enter into that now. But still, | may mention 
that it is a treat to see the Popham and some of Major Traherne’s 
treasures ‘ presented ” by the skilful angler—by the “ expert,” as I 
call him—all cool and collected, with war as well as patience on his 
countenance, never in any trouble ; and if in troublesome times there 
be any effort, it is masked in ease—passively endured. 

Then, again, what could we expect of the uninitiated—especially 
when the water is sufficiently clear for the fish to see what’s what— 
with a Popham literally smothered in Indian Crow, and constructed 
with extra long stiff feathers, unless the fly were played perfectly 
straight ? It was never the inventor’s desire, so far as I am able to 
ascertain, to have the body veiled in such fashion. 

There are several varieties, and here and there they are occasionally 
useful. Perhaps some miracle of silk and crow might be designed 
to compete with the illustration now and again, having some daring 
eccentricity of cheek and horn ; but as a general fly it would prob- 
ably bring but little faith or hope beyond that born of superstition, 
though superstition does find sometimes in our world of doubt its 
congenial atmosphere, 

A noted variety was introduced seyeral years ago by Mr. John 
George Children, of Halstead-place, Kent; but it never became so 
popular as the. one illustrated, which was invented by Mr. F. L. 
Popham (the fortunate winner of the Derby in Wild Dayrell’s year), 
and which is described as follows :— 

Tag: Gold twist. 

Tail: A topping and Indian Crow. 

Butt: Black herl. 

Body : In three equal sections, butted with black herl—the first 
dark red-orange silk, ribbed with fine gold tinsel, having Indian 
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Crow above and below, as illustrated ; the second, or middle joint, 
yellow silk, with similar ribbing and Crow’s feathers as before, a 
trifle longer ; the third, light blue silk and silver ribbing, with the 
Indian Crow repeated. 

Hackle: At the throat only, Jay. 

Wings: Tippet, Teal, Gallina, Golden Pheasant tail, Parrot, 
light brown mottled Turkey, Bustard, red Macaw, yellow Macaw 
(Swan dyed yellow instead of yellow Macaw for lar ge hooks), with 
two strips of Mallard above and a topping. 


Cheeks : Chatterer. 
Horns : Blue Macaw. 
Head: Black herl. 


The next of Mr. Basil Field’s specious patterns, 


THE KENDLE, 
isa clever and novel invention, and ‘named after Lord Mount 
Temple’s agent—a thorough sportsman, anda most successfui salmon 
angler. 

Fad Mr. Field any intention of “raising his name aloft and wing- 
ing his flight to fame” (with apologies to Dryden), he has certainly 
“‘ wired in,’ as the proverbial saying goes, “like mad.” His own 
private set of “ changes,” in my estimation, is legally qualified to 
summon challenge. Being versed himself in the art of thinking 
and reasoning on this subject, spying out all its- ways—versed also 
in the art of drawing up legitimate conclusions by honourable pro- 
fession—we are safe, however, of an impartial judgment ; and may 
sit lost in the assurance—if he ever accepted a retaining fee to preside 
at any similar investigation where wisdom euides—of his cheering 
and displacing the clouded mind piscatorial “with the quintessence 
of light. 

The “ Kendle” has not yet found its way to the professional tiers, 
but can be made from the following particulars :— 


Tag: Silver twist. 

Tail : Two toppings and chatterer. 

Body : White floss silk, bound closely with a thin strip of gold- 
beater skin about the size of the broadest tinse!, each coil being 
covered at the join with gold twist, which would be about eight turns 
to the inch. 

Throat: Yellow hackle (or Macaw for large hooks), and a blue 
hackle over it (or Gallina dyed blue for large hooks). 

Wings: Swan, dyed blue and yellow, with Bustard, Golden 
Pheasant tail, and Teal. 

Horns : Blue Macaw. 

Head : Black herl. 








THE “DULCIS” PATENT VENTILATING HATS. 


AFTER a good trial, we have every confidence in recommending 
these hats to the notice of our readers. They are very well made, 
and very comfortable, because so soft and light. But the chief 
advantage claimed for them is that they are ventilated on anew and 
thoroughly effectual plan, which has been patented at home and 
abroad. 

It might be supposed that the making of holes in a hat in order 
to let out or let in air was about as simple a matter as could be 
imagined ; but this is by no means the case. We have seen hats so 
pierced with ventilators as to remind one of the portholes of an old 
three-decker ; others, like the modern ironclads, boast few but enor- 
mous embrasures. These visible ventilators are always unsightly, 
and often worse than useless, producing neuralgia, and filling the 
hair with dust. 

As will be seen from the accompanying outline illustrations, in 
the “ Dulcis ” hats the principal ventilators are under the porous band, 
which effectually hides them, prevents dust getting in, and causes the 





air to go into the hat slowly and be equally dispersed. There are four 
of these ventilators under the band, and in the crown of the hat 
there are some fine perforations, through which the warm air 
escapes. There is no doubt whatever that an ordinary silk or felt 
hat is unhealthy, because it is practically air-proof, and the inventor 
of the “ Dulcis ” ventilating system deserves well of that portion of 
male or female humanity who take an interest in the manner in 
which their heads are protected, both for sporting and all other occa- 
sions, and who appreciate neatness, lightness, and comfort. The hats 
are made in all shapes and in all colours. The fishing helmet figured 
on our front page was made at our suggestion. It actsasa protection 
both from sun and rain, and will be found a great boon to the 
angler. The “ Dulcis ” is, in our opinion, a perfect hat, and we have 
much pleasure in recommending it. 


Se 
ne ee ee 
GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock- Bath, Derbyshire, respectfull 

and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES’ for the present eri tide No flies sent f bay aby Wha 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 23, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to—(ADVT.) : 


OCCASIONAL NOTES. 
THOsE who want particulars about a private water “ plentifully stocked with 
tench, carp, roach, pike, and eels,” Awe minutes from Fenchurch-street 
Station, should write to J. WwW. Simmons, 62, Wallesley-rad, ‘Wanstead, Essex. 


That old fishing-tadkle ae of Wolverhampton, Mr. Gurus Shakespeare, 
who died suddenly recently while hurrying to the railway station, had reached 
his seventy-fourth year. He claimed to be a descendant of the greatest bearer 
of his name, and many were inclined to regard his claim asa valid one. He 
was born at Henley-in-Ardon, and his likeness to the great dramatist was so — 
remarkable that Mr. John Coleman, the tragedian, who paid him a visit at 
Wolverhampton in 1864, wrote a long letter to the Times in which he said : 
“ For my part I needed no other testimony than his face afforded.” A pedigree 
of the deceased was drawn up in the same year; and this, as subsequently © 
amended, traced him up to John Shakespeare, baptised 5th March, 1639, son of 
John Shakespeare, of Rowington. In the June of 1864 Mr. J. 0. Halliwell- 
Phillips, the eminent Shakespearian editor, addressed a letter to the Z'imes 
showing that in all probability the lineal ancestor of Mr. George Shakespeare 
was a brother of Richard Shakespeare, of Snitterfield, the grandfather of the 
poet. The deceased spent a considerable sum of money in tracing his lineage, 
and it was the grand ambition of his life to become the custodian of Shake- 
speare’s house at Stratford-on-Avon. But this he did not realise. He died of 
heart disease. 

* * * %3 * 

The collector of tolls on Goring and Streatly Bridge, not being a lawyer, 
must be an uncommonly clever fellow, for he has been making money by liti- 
gation. On the 25th of last month he summoned John Rush, the principal 
Gori ing fisherman, for having unlawfully used a boat to convey another person 
over the river Thames for hire or reward, within one mile of the Streatly and 
Goring Bridge, with intent to evade the payment of the toll of one penny, then 
payable by such other person, at the toll-gate of the said bridge, whereby the toll 
was evaded, contrary to the Statute in such case made and provided. To this 
dreadful offence, Rush pleaded “ not guilty.” The worthy justices were sorely 
perplexed how to deal with the case ; for it was by no means clear whether 
the person was conveyed from the Oxfordshire to the Berkshire shore, or only 
from one point to another in Oxfordshire. Nor was it certain that Rush in- 
tended to evade the toll. Ultimately, they inflicted a small fine of five 
shillings, including costs. It is sincerely to be hoped, in the interests of public 
morality, that this conviction will have a salutary effect, and stop future 
offences of a like character. 

* * * * 

Another ar still more heinous offenceappears to have been committed about 
the same period by a gentleman named Alexander McMicking, of the Oxford 
and Cambridge Club, London, for he was also charged with a somewhat similar 
offence by the energetic guardian of the bridge. It appeared that Mr. 
McMicking had passed over the bridge several times on June the 15th, and 
thinking that there was no law to exact a toll each time, he went through the 
gate without paying. The collector of tolls followed and made hisclaim, Mr, 
McMicking tendered the full, if not double, the lawful amount—one penny. 
This the wily collector refused to accept, the reason apparently being that half 
the fine on conviction would go into his own pocket ; and if that were so, he 
profited to the amount of ten shillings—for the magistrates fined the defendant 
£1, and costs, 

* * ” * 

The Sa ee on the bridges at Streatly, and also at Pangbourne, are great 
nuisances. We should be very glad to see them abolished, and the bridges 
maintained by the adjoining counties. Both bridges connect two villages, and 
visitors to any of the villages frequently have to pay sixpence or more during 
the day in tolls. 

* * * * 

By the bye, ae stopping at Pangbourne—and they can stop at no more 
delightful place on the Thames—should try the roach under the second arch of 
the bridge on the Whitchurch side. It is an awkward place to fish, and by no 
means an even bottom ; but the roach are there. A bed of weeds grows about 
four feet above the arch of the bridge, and below them is clean gravel. The 
punt should be moored just on the edge of the weeds—not in the Thames 
fashion, across stream, but after the manner of the Norfolk anglers, down 
stream. Good perch are often taken out of the same stream, Just below the~ 
bridge, about the middle of the stream, is a fine hole for chub and perch, which 
will often well repay the trouble of baiting. Some very good roach are to be. 

taken in the sharp streams below the weir pools, in about three feet of water, 
when they will bite nowhere else. 
* * * 

As long as sie Thames Bill has the least chance of passing through both 
Houses of Parliament, we hope there will always be someone ready to oppose it, 
The more we consider the Bill, the more faults we see in it. Insome instances 
it absolutely curtails public privileges and rights, and goes so far as to legalise 
some of the many obstructions on the river. If the public have, without the 
Bill, a right of free navigation all over the river, wherever Thames water flows 
—and it is quite clear that they have this right—a Bill which declares that they 
have this right, but at the same time legalises obstructions in certain back- 
waters, and thus prevents the right of navigation, is quite the reverse of a gain 
to the public, 

* * * * * 

When the Bill was first published, its plausible title, together with the clause 
regarding the free right of navigation, induced certain of the representatives of 
the leading angling associations to view it with something approaching favour. 
Amendments were suggested, with which it was thought the Bill would be un- 
objectionable, and these were nearly, if not quite, all inserted. Now that the 
matter has been more thoroughly studied, |and the glaring faults in the Bill 
noticed, the gentlemen whose amendments were accepted, and who would be 
the very persons to move in the matter, cannot well do 80, as their previous* 
suggestions were acted upon. At least, we fear that this is the feeling. At 
the same time, in a matter of such public importance, private feeling might very 
well be put aside, and a vigorous opposition raised to the Bill. i 

Our contemporary, the Field, had some excellgnt remarks on the subject in 
a leading article last week. We commend them to our readers’ notice. The 
article was headed, “The Thames Bill Fiasco. 4 

* * 

Mr. Layard’s letter in our issue of re week will not be altogether pleasant 
reading for the members of the Riparian Owners’ Association. He is about the 
last person in the world they would desire to go tolaw with, fornot only is he a 
solicitor, but he has all the points of the Thames angling question at his fingers’ » 
ends. Mr. Layard says in his letter that he will “ be happy to fish in any part 
of the Thames between Oxford and London.” As the riparians contend that 
the whole of the fishing in the Thames is private, we certainly think he ought 
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to have the choice of the angling ground. Mr. 
concede that there is such a thing as a private fishery on the Thames—Mr. 
Vansitart’s, near Bisham, for example ; and Mr. Layard and the Riparian Asso- 
ciation would be wasting both time and money were they to go to law about 
such a fishery as that, which is secured to its owner by Act of Parliament. 

a oy] = 


Layard is probably willing to 


We would commend to Mr. Layard’s notice a certain portion of the Thames 
at Sonning, claimed by a miller named Witherington ; also the evidence given 
on the subject by the said Witherington before the Select Committee. There 
is probably a no more impudent claim to a private fishery on the whole river, 

* * * 


_ We gave last week the regulations under which the Conservators propose to 
issue tickets to anglers to fish from the weirs, and we pointed out that the 
tickets would only be available for certain weirs. It may be useful to some of 
our readers to know that the weirs not included under the tickets are the fol- 
lowing : Abingdon, Clifton, Wallingford, Sonning, Shiplake, Hurley, Temple, 
Marlow, Cookham, Boulter's, Pentonhook, Chertsey, and Shepperton. 


A correspondent asks us if we know anyone who has pictures by Rolfe, 
painted between ’58 and ’68, to dispose of. ° We shall be glad to report to him 
any that we hear of. 

* * * * * 

We must thank many of our readers for the trouble they have taken to get 

our showceard exhibited on the terms of our notice. 
* * * 


* * 
Anglers are proverbially good hands at making excuses ; but here is quite a 
novel one from Exeter :—“ Torridge and Waldon (Bradford).—Both rivers are 


now (Wednesday) in flood, and it is to be hoped the heavy rains we have had 
will wash off the withered blossoms on the thousands of thorns and trees which 
grow by these streams, the blossoms of which form a ‘cream’ on the surface 
of the water, and make angling tedious. The flood will certainly remove a 
great part, if not the whole of this impediment, and make the pleasure again 
enjoyable, I had about three hours’ fishing last Friday afternoon ; did not 
reach the river until four, and managed to make a creel of 22 very excellent 
trout—one weighing nearly {b.—all caught in deep water, with a nice cockle 
on, Saw another fine salmon, and offered him a tempting bait ; but the wary 
creature stoutly refused, and I left him for another day.’—Scrapixos, in the 
Western Times. 

2 % % 3 es 

Sir John Whittaker Ellis, Bart, M.P., has promised to preside at the Forty- 
Seventh Anniversary Festival of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, on 
Wednesday, July 22, at the Star and Garter Hotel, Richmond. 

25 * 7 ae * 

Professor Milne, of earthquake celebrity, has recently visited the Kurile 
Islands, which stretch between Japan and Siberia, with the object of studying 
the volcanoes there. He sailed round the island of Iturup, which is about 713 
miles long by 80 broad, and which is inhabited here and there along the coast 
by Ainos, who are engaged in fishing during the season. Here is his descrip- 
tion of the abundance of fish :—The fish which are caught are salmon and 
salmon-trout. These exist in such numbers during the summer and autumn 
season that their fins sticking out of the water near the entrances to the rivers 
looked like tangled masses of kelp ; while up the rivers it is but little exaggera- 
tion to say that some of the pools are mixtures of fish and water. With a rifle 
bullet you may pierce four or five with a single shot. The shingle shoals are 
often covered with dead fish, which, in their struggle for existence, have become 
so weak that, having once run themselves ashore, they are unable to return to 
deeper water. A single haul of a small seine upon the beach brought to land a 
huge heap of fish varying in weight from 4lb. to 20lb., the number of which we 
roughly estimated at five thousand. 





“HOW TO AVOID BEING DROWNED; OR, ALL 
ABOUT FLOTATION.”* 


THE subject matter of this useful little brochwre is of interest to all 
sorts and conditions of fishermen. Be they—to adopt ornithological 
classification—Grallatores (waders seeking their scaly prey in shallow 
waters), or Natatores (paddlers breasting the current in skiff, punt, 
canoe, or coracle) ; be they Jnsessores (perchers on the slippery beam 
of a weir “on perch intent”’),or be they simply of the vast long- 
shore family of banksters—a tip of the boat ora slip of the boot, as 
the case may be, might at any moment reduce the theoretical laws of 
hydrostatic equilibrium toa practical test. 

The author, in his preface, claims to be ‘walking on hitherto untrodden 
ground.” ‘“ Untrodden water’? might seem more apposite toa treatise on 
Flotation and Swimming, wherein some space is devoted to a description 
of the simple and useful movement called ‘treading water.’ But ‘“ walking 
on untrodden ground ” would seem to imply that the author has not only dipped 
into his watery subject in an empirical way, but has succeeded in getting to the 
bottom of it. : 

This impression is confirmed by a glance at the illustrations, in more than one 
whereof a well-built man—presumably the author—is depicted standing at the 
bottom of a tall but narrow glass tank brimfull of water. He is in one case 
totally submerged, but wears a smile of triumph and a pair of short drawers. 
Not that all the experiments were performed under such favourable circum- 
stances. Mr. Brewster seems to have recognised the possibility of accidents 
occurring to people more amply clad, and he gives us the respective scaling 
weights inair and under water of various suits of winter and summer clothes. 
From the statistics he has collected, it would appear that when we expect to be 
immersed in salt or fresh water we should be careful to wear serge in prefer- 
ence to woollen goods. In summing up the results of his experiments on this 
branch of his subject, he says: “The floating weight of the serge coat conse- 
quently was positive; and I can, therefore, imagine that it might be quite 
possible to have a suit of clothes made of this material, the excess of flotation of 
which would go a long way towards counteracting the tendency to sink of the 
remainder of the clothing, with, of course, the exception of the boots.” 

Mr. Brewster has undoubtedly gone very thoroughly into his subject, and if 
we venture to differ from some of the opinions he expresses, the facts he has 
collected cannot but be of the greatest value. With his strictures on the absurd 
form of the old-fashioned life-buoys still so conspicuously displayed on the 
decks of our passenger ships we heartily concur. Given the power of flotation, 
it would be difficult to design a pattern, other than an actual sphere or round 





*By F. W. BrewstTER, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge, {Published by Roberts 
and Leete. 


ball, which should be less adapted to the purpose for which it is intended than 
these ring-shaped buoys. When grasped, the part of the circumference upon 
which pressure is exerted naturally sinks. The greater the effort made by the 
castaway to keep his head above water, the deeper this part is depressed. 
Meanwhile the opposite rim of the buoy cocks up at an angle out of water 
like a float on an insufficiently-shotted line, and should a wave strike the 
underside of this, the buoy will be turned completely over the head of the man, 
who will find himself lying face uppermost under water, forming an involuntary 
keel to the buoy. If, on the other hand, seeing his danger, he releases his hold 
on the buoy when it is cocked up at an angle, it will shoot away out of his 

reach, the part he had just held probably giving him a parting blow under the 

nose as he sinks in peace, blessing the original inventor of the circular life-buoy, 

and the conservative principles of the shipowners that have so long preserved 

in their integrity its treacherous inherent vices against the impious attacks of 

scientific knowledge. 

All that Mr. Brewster has written on this subject, on so-called “life 
preservers” in general, and on the Board of Trade regulations for passenger 
ships, is worthy of earnest attention. We cannot, however, agree with some 
doctrines he seeks to inculcate in his chapter on ‘“‘ Learning to Swim.” Take, 
for example, the following :— 

P. 62. ‘‘ Whether artificial support is used or not, let everyone commence 
learning to swim in water no deeper than to just cover the hips.” Again, 
“ Standing in water deep enough to cover the hips, with the arms and hands in 
correct position, lean gently forward upon the water, and as the chin almost 
touches the surface shoot out the hands and make a succession of strokes as 
already described, at the same time lifting the legs from the ground. The head 
will, of course, go under at first, but it is easy to recover yourself and rise to a 
standing position by advancing one leg and kneeling on the other ; then, having 
squeezed the water from your eyes and otherwise restored composure, repeat 
the attempt, and persevere until you find that on each occasion you can take 
more strokes before your head ducks under ; and, finally, you will be able to 
practise the movements of the legs without inconvenience.” 

Here is a plunging and struggling, spluttering and swallowing of water, to 
say nothing of the probability of a barked knee, and all because the water is too 
shallow to admit of a quieter process ! 

We should have been inclined to say : “Wade in gradually and cautiously 
until the water is level with the armpits, or even the chin ; then turn round, 
and practise swimming towards shore, bending the head back and keeping as 
upright as possible. KHvery stroke will bring you into shallower water, and 
when tired you can rest by simply extending the arms, ceasing to strike, and 
straightening the knees. The legs will then naturally assume a standing 
position without effort. The more a learner’s position approximates to the 
vertical, the easier will he find it to keep his head above water. When he can do 
this he will gain confidence ; his speed may be slow, but his progress will be fast, 
and he will soon learn to assume a more horizontal position and to increase his 
pace at will. 

It is, perhaps, hardly within our province to criticise the scientific part of the 
book, though we cannot but fear that a whole chapter full of definitions early 
in the book may deter some readers from going any further. 

For instance, the use in one of the definitions of ‘“ meta centre”—which is not 
itself defined—might lead one erroneously to imagine that some previous 
technical knowledge of hydrostatics would be necessary to enable the reader to 
follow the author in his deductions. 

This is far from being the case. However profound the learning of the 
author may be, the laws laid down and the propositions expounded by him are 
of the most elementary nature, and stated in the simplest language. Indeed, 
the desire to be ‘“‘understanded of the people” sometimes leads him into 
inaccuracy. For example, in his chapter on the “ Principles of Displacement,” 
after criticising the use of the word buoyancy when applied to objects floating 
in liquids (a use, by the way, justified by the example of standard authors), 
he goes on to say : “Remember that objects under these conditions are always 
passive—the liquids in which they float are the sustaining or active agents.” 

What does this mean? When a body floats upon water, irrespective of 
lateral pressure, with which we are not now concerned, two equal and opposite 
forces are acting upon it. The force of gravity (or, in other words, its weight) 
is impelling it in a downward direction, and the resistance of the water in an 
upward direction. These forces are equal in power. If gravity were the 
stronger, the body would sink. If the resistance of the water were stronger, 
the body would rise higher out of the water. 

Why the body endowed with the active force “weight” should be 
called “passive,” and the body of water endowed with the active force 
“resistance” should be called ‘active,’ we must leave to the learned M.A. of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, to explain in a future edition. 

The book, which is readable throughout, is most interesting in parts, and we 
heartily wish it success. 





TAKING THE YOUNG OF SALMON.—At the Whitby police-court, on Saturday, 
Joshua Moor was summoned by the Esk Fishery Conservators, on the information 
of Henry Brocket, water-bailiff, charged with having had unlawfully in his posses- 
sion, on the 12th inst., the young of salmon. Mr. William Brown, one of the secre- 
taries of the Conservators, conducted the prosecution. Brocket proved the charge, 
and said, on looking into the defendant’s basket, he saw that it contained six parr. 
The defendant admitted that the parr were in his basket, but pleaded that he had 
offended entirely in ignorance, as it was difficult to distinguish the difference 
between trout and parr. The chairman (Mr. Edward Corner) said the bench would 
impose the mitigated penalty of 30s., including the expenses. The salmon fishery, 
he said, must be protected, as the Conservators had been at great expense and pains 
to improve it. 


A New ADVERTISER’S OPINION OF THE GAZETTE.—-Mr. Geo. E. Cherici, Prospect- 
place, Bondgate, Darlington, says, in a letter of June 29th : “I hope the show-bill 
will do your paper good; it will be seen by many anglers, and I am sure the 
GAZETTE deserves to prosper. Since I have advertised in it, I have had 
good cause to like it better than ever, and shall continue to advertise in it.” 


A Roya SturRGEON INDEED.—Mr. E. Lewis, fisherman, of Stanlow Cottage, 
Ellesmore Port, Cheshire, has made a valuable capture on the Mersey. Observing a 
large fish floundering on the opposite bank, he put off in his boat and captured an 
enormousroyal sturgeon. The fish was 8ft. 2in. in length, and 2ft. 10in. in girth, 
and weighed no less than 192Ib. 


THE popular weekly, Choice Chips, will in future be published by Mr. Joseph 
Hughes, of Ludgate-hill, London. It will be edited by Mr. W. Davenport Adams, 
who may be trusted to make it a thoroughly readable miscellany. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Weakening weather—The sultry summer days strain the nerves of the 
feeble and decrepit, and disease may eventuate unless some restorative, such as these purifying Pills, be 
found to correct the disordering tendency. Holloway’s medicine gives potency to the nervous system, 
which is the source of all vital movements, and presides over every action which maintains the growth 
and-wellbeing of the body. No one can overestimate the necessity of keeping the nerves well strung, 
or the ease with which these Pills accomplish that end. They are the most unfailing antidotes to 
indigestion, irregular circulation, palpitation, sick headache, and costiveness, and have therefore 
attained the largest sale and highest reputation. 


316 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Juny 4, 1885. 


ee a ——————————— 
Ee a a ee a 


CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was an excellent attendance of the members of this club on Tuesday 
evening at the George and Dragon Hotel. One hew mémber was made. During 
the week Mr, W. Howell weighed in some barbel, Mr. F, West, perch and Mr. Hall 
roach and dace. Several other members have been out, but have not succeeded in 
catching any, except Mr. W. H. Smith, who has been some time amongst the lakes in 
Scotland. ‘The members listened with great interest to the various circumstances 
and incidents that occurred to him during his stay. He captured several salmon 
and between 401b, and 50lb. of trout. On the motion of Mr. W. Howell, seconded 
by Mr, W. Eydmann, it was unanimously resolved to have a competition on Wednes- 
day next in the Grand Junction Canal, to fish from 8 a.m.to8p.m. Mr. F. West 
has promised to give 5s, to the member who catches the heaviest roach, not to be less 
than l4oz. All members wishing to take part in the competition must give in their 
names to the club-house on or before Tuesday next, the 7th. Entrance fee, 2s, 6d., to 
form a sweepstake.—W. E. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The takes of fish on June 28th were as follows:—Mr. Moir, bream, 8lb. 10}o0z., 
roach, 1lb. ; Mr. Taylor, bream and roach ; Mr. Lake, roach and perch ; Mr. Metcalf, 
roach and dace ; Mr. Farebrother and Mr. Squires, roach, The 32nd annual dinner 
will take place at Mr. Coomes, Five Horseshoes, Hoddesden, Herts, on July 5th, at 
1 o'clock sharp. In last week’s issue July 15th was inserted instead of July 8th for 
return visit Central Association to this society. Please notice correction. Will be 
pleased to see as many as can make it convenient to attend —J, WORLEDGE, 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 5s, from Mr. 
J. Mann (Hoxton Brothers), annual subscription; 2s, 6d. donation from Mr. G. 
Carless (Izaak Walton) ; 4s, 9d. from the donation box (Alfred and Son, Moorgate- 
street) ; and 2s. 6d, from the donation box, Marlborough Angling Society.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.—VISITING LIST No. 2. 

The next return visit on this list will go to the Little Independent Angling 
Society at the Russell Arms, Bedford-street, N.W. (the third turning on the left of 
Seymour-street, Euston-road) on Monday evening, the 6th of July, when the pleasure 
of the company of anglers and friends will be esteemed a great favour by 
—F, THORLING. 





BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. : 
At the usual weekly meeting of the above society, on Wednesday, the 24th ult., 
the following gentleman were unanimously elected members of the society—yviz. : 
Messrs. Jackson, Griffen, Woodcock, Adams, and Bungay. Mr. D. Francis was also 
proposed asa member. Mr, Constable was elected to fill the chair for three months, 
The following had fish since my last :— Messrs. Jennings, Constable, Cooper, Elton, 
Brothers, Burmingham, and Jamieson. Several bream weighing over 33lb, have been 
registered during the week.—C, B. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

At the weekly meeting of the Brunswickers on Friday evening, the 26th ult., it 
was arranged that the committee should meet on the following Wednesday, re prizes 
(particulars will appear in next week’s report). Letters were read from members 
who are visiting scenes and haunts, both piscatorial and rural, much interest and 
useful information being imparted thereby, particularly from Mr. E. Green. Busi- 
ness was succeeded by harmony, the visitors thoroughly enjoying the vocal abilities 
of Messrs. J. O. Fisher, H. Dunn, T. Keble, H. Bryan, Robart, &c. The weighing in 
on the 28th ult. was again satisfactory. Mr. E, Green was at the top of the poll 
with a good show of roach from Tunbridge Wells, scaling 91b. On Monday, Mr. T. 
Keeble landed a chub 8lb. 7oz—a fine specimen. Messrs. Fisher and Walker also 
scaled well. Mr. Dunn was to the front on Tuesday with 131b. of barbel, Piscators 
are respectfully invited every Friday evening, 8.30, to the Brunswick Arms, Bruns- 
wick-street, Blackfriars, S.E.— JOHN SMITH, sec, 


BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, the 24th ult., Mr. Poston had a show of bream, roach, and perch. On 
the 28th, Mr. Ducker had a fine show of bream ; Mr. Roach, bream and tench ; Mr, 
Dutton was also well rewarded for his first outing of the season by catching a fine 
carp scaling 7lb, Messrs, Davies and Johnson were elected members of the society. 
—S. E. M. 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of fish at this club on the 28th ult. J. Hastings, bream and 
roach, 4lb. 60z.; D. Flint, roach, 1lb. 14oz. ;,H. Collins, roach, 3lb. 150z.; dace, 
3lb. 15oz, ; one barbel, 11b. 930z,; W. Eaton, roach, 4lb. 60z,—T, G. WALKER, 


CALEDONIAN (LATE ACT ON THE SQUARE) ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fished our first match of the season on Thursday afternoon last at our late 
headquarters, the Ferry Boat Fishery, Tottenham, for two prizes, the first being won 
by Mr. A. George, and the second by Mr, H. Chapman. We are still open to enrol 
members, and any gentleman desirous of joining can get any information at our 
club-house on Thursday evenings.—A, GEORGE, sec. 





CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 25th ult. Mr, A, Field weighed in about 7lb. of roach and bream, anda 
sample of the same species were shown by Mr. Elliott on the 28th ult. The follow- 
ing members weighed fish :—Messrs. Brinkman, Granfield, Muiden, Brett, Maynard, 
Clark, Morris, &c. Mr. Brinkman won the daily with 41b. 4oz. of roach, with Mr. 
Granfield close behind with 41b. 330z, of roach, Do not forget Thursday, the 9th 
inst. ; supper on table at 8.30.—H, C, 


‘ _ CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held at the Swan Hotel on Monday last, which 
was well attended, Mr. C.B, Parry in the chair (prior to which a committee meet- 
ing was held), The minutes of the last meeting were signed, and the four new 
members then elected were balloted for and duly enrolled. The secretary reported 
having written to the proprietors of the several fisheries rented by the society last 
season, Mr. Stone, one of such proprietors, attended,.and agreed to our terms (since, 
I have heard from Mr, Coventry, who has also agreed for us to rent his water, and 
one of our members has seen Mr, H. Day, at Tottenham, who is also willing for us 
to continue to rent his waters). We, therefore, haye now the same waters as 
last season, and we shall take other suitable waters if opportunity offers, 
Members are requested to send in their subscriptions for the present season to 
the treasurer or myself, for which official receipts will be sent; the produc- 
tion of such receipt is necessary ere our rented waters can be fished. 
The statements of accounts were presented, and books produced, duly audited. The 
gross receipts were shown under the proper headings from whence they were de- 
rived, and the payments were also so classified. ‘The balance-sheet, made up to the 
ist June last, was also submitted. I am pleased to say that these accounts gave 
general satisfaction, and a vote of thanks to me was proposed by Mr. H. A. Beck, 
seconded by Mr. G. Colls, and carried unanimously, for the satisfactory manner in 
which the accounts were submitted, I purpose shortly to send to oar members 
the list of the waters available for angling, our own and those of the Anglers’ 
Association, showing also the most ready means of getting to them, railway fares, 


&c. A letter was_read from Mr. Ghurney, inviting our members to the next visit, 
which is to the Hoxton Brothers, at the Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, on Tuesday, 
the 7th July next, which I hope many of our members may be-able to attend. A 
cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings—HENRY HowsE 
hon. sec. : 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st ult. we had a poor show of fish. Mr. J. Davis weighed in 1b. l4oz. of 
bream and roach from Dagenham. Mr. W. Jones had dace from the Lea, and Mr. 
Gentry dace from Shepperton. On the 28th ult. Mr. Castell, 3lb. 250z. bream and roach ; 
Mr. Chambers, 2lb. lloz.; and Mr. J. Davis, 2lb, 20z., all from Dagenham. Mr. 
Murray roach, and Mr. M‘Donnell roach and perch from the Stort, and Mr. H. Gates 
roach from the Lea. On the 5th July we fish at Yalding for four prizes, no one to 
start till the morning of the competition, On the 18th June our eighteenth 
annual distribution of prizes took place, Messrs. Robson, Chambers, and Nitz taking 
three each; Messrs. Plumstead and Castell, two each; and. Messrs. Gentry, T. 
Payne, M‘Donald, and Blackwell one each ; very few of our specimen prizes being 
taken, Mr. Castell taking first gross weight, and Mr. Chambers second ditto. We 
have been fortunate in going through the season without having a blank.—Cas, _ 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

‘Several of our members went to various places on the 28th ult., and we hada 
decent show of fish brought in by the following members :—Mr. G. Jenkins, bream ; 
Mr. Welley, jack and bream ; Mr, Hannabus, jack, trout, and dace ; Mr. Baxter, roach 
and dace ; Mr. Green, dace; Mr. Hallows, dace ; Mr. Wilkinson, roach, dace, and 
chub; Mr. Denman, bream ; Mr. Bishop, barbel ; Mr. Reeves, jack and perch ; Mr. 
Maples, jack and perch. Mr. Tucker went out in the week, and brought home a 
nice show of bream from the Welsh Harp,—C. REEVES, sec. 





FOLKESTONE, HYTHE, AND SANDGATE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 
The members of the aboye society mustered very strong on Thursday, the 18th 
ult.; on the banks of the Hythe Canal, to compete for a prize of £2 2s., given by the 
president, and a prize of £1 1s. given by Mr. Ralph, of the Rose Hotel, The 
president’s prize was won by T. J. Harrison, who weighed in 91b. 7oz. Mr. Ralph’s 
prize was won by Mr. A. J. Crane, who weighed in 91b. 20z. Mr, J. W. Rogers was 
third, with 6lb. 120z.; Mr. F. Francis and Mr. Saxby close up, and the remaining 
members all had a fair take of fish. After weighing in had been concluded, the 
members sat down to a cold collation at the White Hart Hotel. Mr. A. J. Crane, our 
president, occupied the chair, and a most enjoyable evening was spent.—T, J. 
HARRISON, hon, sec, 
GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. ey 
On the 28th of June our trays were well filled, C. Stebbings a pretty show of bream 
weighing 16lb, ; Mr. H. Lake, two bream scaling 41b. ; Mr. L. Harrington, a very nice 
tray of roach; Mr, J. Ballard, bream; and Messrs. J. J. Holmes, H, Jeffries, G. 
Jeffries, 8. Snow, S. Howell, F. Lawrence, roach; and D. Thomas, bream. Our 
ordinary meeting night on the 29th of June was well attended; one new member was 
elected and two more proposed and seconded. Members will oblige by attending the 
meeting as early as possible on the 6th inst., as we have a visit to pay after business 
is over.—J. G, HOLMES, sec. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished for eight prizes on the 28th ult. at Ware, but 
only six were taken by the following, in order :—lst, Mr. Hurn; 2nd, Mr, Thos. 
Murphy ; 3rd, Mr, Howe ; 4th, Mr. Kemp ; 5th, Mr. Elam; 6th, Mr. Hellens. Next 
Tuesday, the 7th inst., being quarterly night, I hope members will attend, as there 
will be some important business to settle—R. MURPHY. ar 





HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. " 

The opening of the season of the above society has commenced in a most satis- 
factory manner, the following members weighing in handsome shows of fish from 
the Welsh Harp and Dagenham Lake :—Mr. F. Bryson, 111b. of pike and 61b. of bream ; 
Mr. J. Preston, 7lb. of pike; Mr. W. Juffs, 8lb. of pike ; Mr. W. Messenger, 131b. of 
bream and roach ; Mr, C, Messenger, 171b. of bream and roach ; Mr, W. Price, bream 
and roach, bai6 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a grand show of fish on our trays on the 28th ult., nearly 60lb. weight of 
bream, roach, barbel, and dace, principally produced by the following members as 
under :—Mr. Higley, bream, 23lb., and roach; Mr. rank Temple, 131lb. 7oz., dace ; 
Mr. Shipley, bream, 7lb., and roach; and Mr, Charles Lewis, three nice barbel, 
including some good roach, chub, and dace. Members are specially requested to 
attend at the club house on Wednesday evening next, the 8th inst., on which occasion 
important business will be brought forward for discussion, and several prizes have 
yet to be arranged.—_J. E. WHEATLEY, sec. As 





HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. Bvt 

We had a good show of fish on the 28th ult. for so early in the season. Mr, J. 
Haycox had some good roach from Ely ; Mr. J. Osborne, roach from Henley ; Mr. B, 
Brockett, bream from Dagenham ; Mr. T. Cole, some handsome dace from the Lea ; 


| Mr. A, Hattemore, roach from the Lea; Mr. A. Dean, roach from Chelmsford ; and 


Mr. J. Huntley, rudd from Southend, The members will fish for eight valuable 
prizes on the 7th inst. at Shiplake, fish to be weighed in the club room at 10 o’clock, 
—R. GHURNEY, sec. ia TB € 
INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 995. . 
On June 28th only a few of our members were out. Mr. Kelly came well: to the 
front with some nice barbel (three), the largest weighing 41b. 50z., anda few roach ; 
Mr. Leader, roach and dace; Mr. Geale, bream. On June 30th Mr, R. Olark had 
three barbel, some roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. T. Ling, perch and dace.’ ‘I.forgot 
to mention in my last report that we have during the close season made eight new 
members, and three members since the opening of the season, and are always open to 
enroll new members,—R, CLARK, Snguctiitil 


SYi< 





IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. | a 

As previously announced, the annual dinner will take place on Wednesday, the 8th 
inst., and Sunday, the 12th inst, at, Mr. J. Lyndsell, the Pied Bull, Stanstead, St. 
Margaret’s, Herts.. Those members who intend being present, and have not yet sent 
in their names, will greatly oblige by doing so withoutdelay. Messrs. Bass and Butt: 
weighed in roach on the 28th ult. last, Messrs, Goodwins and Bliss weighed in roach 
and dace on Wednesday.—H. B. : i 

KENNINGTONIANS. ts 

Visiting this society on the 29th ult. at the Durham Arms, Harleyford-road, Kenning- 
ton-oval, I saw a nice lot of bream just arrived from Wimbledon Lake, taken by a 
member during the afternoon. Members and friends of the South London United 
are respectfully hereby informed that the next return visit will be paid to the above 
society on July 13th. Those that can make it convenient to attend on that occasion 
will be heartily welcomed by the members of this society, The next visit will go to 
the Rodney,—PIx1E, gh 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. ' » ERO 

Several members out during the week. Mr. Ward hada nice lot of bream; J. 

Grindley (always busy), roach, perch. and bream; W. Aldis, a nice lot of perch ; 

G. England, bream, one weighing 31b. 50z.,—a beautiful fish in shape and condition ; 

H. Hayes,.a brace of jack; F. Plumpton, a brace; W. Plumpton and W., Hillier 
also weighed in jack—W, HILLIER, sec. steal. 
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PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. ; e 

James Gafney, a member of this club, was the winner of the first prize in th 
South London competition at Hurley on the 28th ult. 
Tuesday last; J. Stidolph, four carp, weighing 18lb., from Wimbledon Lake ; H. 
Otjin, two bream, weighing 7lb., and a few roach ; F, Beard, roach and bream, and 
a flounder close on a pound. Iam very pleased to state that Mr, Edwards, of “The 
Pilgrims,” Walworth, has consented to become a vice-president of this society ; he 
has also given one guinea to the prize fund, Our president, Mr. Brodie, has very 
kindly lent his fine collection of stuffed fish to adorn the walls of our clubroom, and 


are now on view. We shall be pleased to welcome any visitors on Sunday or 
Tuesday evenings,—GADFLY. 


PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 28th ult. we hada very good show of roach and bream.from Dagenham Lake, 


A splendid show of fish on. 


about 201b, of fish being weighed in by Messrs. W. Elbourn, Slater, Bartrip, Parker, _ 


Keen, Milton, Bentley, and Young. There will be three prizes angled for at Dagen- 
ham on the 5th inst.—W, ELBouRN, sec. 0 
THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly meeting of the above society was numerously attended at the 
Mona Hotel, Covent-garden, last Wednesday evening. Amongst those present were 


Messrs. H. Foreman, T. Huggett, H. Gray, R. 8. Fennings, J. Patisson, T. Gillatt, 


F. H. Lemann, E. Walker, R. C. Blundell, OC, C. Blundell, M. Blamey, W. M. Jesse, 
F, L. Meyer, H. Inderwick, W. Donbayand, D, Goodger, the hon. sec., and Dr, 
Brunton. Mr. R. 8. Fennings was elected chairman ; and immediately after the 
minutes of the previous meeting had been read and confirmed, Mr. J. Pattisson and 
Mr. T, Gillatt, the auditors of the society, placed the balance-sheet for the preceding 
half-year before the meeting. The noteworthy features shown by this document 
were the increase of the reserve fund, the handsome balance at the bankers, and the 
almost entire absence of liabilities, whilst the revenue shows even sufficient elas- 
ticity to please an insatiate chancellor of the exchequer. Mr. S. W. Grant, 
who had been proposed by Mr. F. Vaughan, and seconded by Mr. F. H. Lemann, 
was. unanimously elected a member of the society. The fixture of the 
annual summer dinner was the next item to claim attention, which, 
after some discussion, was fixed to take place on the 14th instant. 
at Stone’s hotel, Halliford. Dr. Brunton then gave notice that he would at an early 
date move an alteration in the rules, which would enable some of the funds of the 
society being applied to renting and maintaining some water for the use of members 
only. Mr. E. Walker wished an alteration made in the method of electing the 
committee, and after Messrs. Pattisson, Huggett, and C. R. Blundell had had a 
friendly discussion on the subject, notice of an intention to move an alteration was 
formally given. It is easily seen that although the business of the evening had been 
conducted in a very able and expeditious manner by the chairman, considerable time 
had been occupied, and therefore only those who had weighed in fish were called on, 
although there were many others present who had been angling. Mr. T. Huggett 
had a nice tray of trout, consisting of three fish, weighing over 5lb., the largest 
being 21b., and were caught with the artificial fly. Mr. H. Harden had been down 
to Hertford, but the weather was too bright, and the trout too shy ; he had therefore 
to content himself with a good basket of dace, one of which weighed 10}0z. Mr. 
J. W. Donbavand had also been fly fishing on the Lea, and was only successful with 
the dace. The usual toast, “Our Noble Selves,” having been honoured, and a vote 
of thanks to the chairman having been unanimously carried, the business evening 
terminated.—R. B, 


PRINCH OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A good many members showed up onthe 28th ult. with nice takings of bream and 
roach. Amongst others, Mr. Richmond landed a fine specimen roach, which turned 
the scale at 1lb. 10j0z. ; and some fine bream by Messrs. Hayden and Buckland, which 
averaged 3lb. a-piece, making a total of nearly 171b. of fish weighed in. On Monday 
last there were four persons proposed, who will be balloted for next Monday, which 
is our quarterly night, when I hope to see a good muster of members present.—WM. 
BOWYER, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 28th ult. the trays of this society did not contain a great amount of fish, as 
most of the members returned like the “ Baron and his prizes,” blank. Those mem- 
bers that visited Horley complained that if there happened to be any fish in that 
portion of the Mole where they were allowed to fish, there were plenty of people 
down there to catch them. and to fish about 6ft. apart was not their style of fishing, 
At the meeting held on July 1st, it was decided to vote 5s. towards the funds for the 
purpose of re-stocking the river Lea. Mr. Wrigley was elected a member this even- 
ing. Members that could not attend this evening are informed that the new rules 
can now be had on application, and also that three prizes are offered for competition 
by Messrs. R. Smith, J. Hotham, and H. W. Flower during July, conditions to be 
obtained at the society house from—PIXIE. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The outing that I referred to last week was well patronised, nearly forty members 
taking part init. Iam very pleased to be able to state that the chief prize was 
won by Mr. Chas Holden. The next prize was won by Mr. Chart, third by Mr. 
Wood, fourth by Mr. Hewett, followed by Messrs. Guynan, Carter, Henderson, and 
others. The first was taken with nearly 6lb. of very handsome roach. I am think- 
ing the spot from whence they came will be visited many times this season. Mr, 
Catmar (the inventor of the “ Eclipse ” float), who, I am pleased to say, is a member 
of the R.G., is about to offer a prize to be fished for, all competitors to use his patent 
float. Now, then, my active members, pull yourselves together, as there are several 
prizes to be won during July.—W. H. RIDER. 


SEYMOUR BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On June 28 we had a very nice show of fish at our club room, Coffee House 
Tavern, Chalton-street, Mr. Petrie having 9b. 11}0z. of roach and bream, and one 
perch going 1lb. 1140z. ; Mr. Howson having 71h, 1130z. roach and bream ; H. Hur- 
wood 3lb. 9oz., F. Hurwood 3lb. 30z. of roach and bream; Mr. Weber having 
21b. 1540z. of dace; and Mr. Saunders llb. 130z. of roach and bream. Any brother 
anglers passing this way on any Thursday evening we shall be most happy to see 
them, Our meeting nights are Thursdays and Sundays.—A. WEBER, sec. 





SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society has been well represented since the opening of the season, Mr. 
North having some capital shows of bream and roach from the Lake—viz., 242lb., 
151b., 2541b.; Mr. D. G. White, 16lb, from the Thames ;° Messrs, Parry and May, 
roach and perch,—H, KIDD, sec. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult., Mr. T. Gretton had 8lb. 630z. bream and roach ; Mr. W. Webb, 
41b. 40z. bream and roach; Mr. W. Watkins, 3lb. 530z.; Mr. 8S. Orrow, one bream, 
2lb. 7202. ; and Mr. T. Millington, 2lb. 50z. bream and roach. Members are informed 
that in future no fish will be weighed after 10.30 p.m.—T. GRETTON, sec, 


WALWORTH PISCATORIALS. 

On the 28th ult., fifteen of the above visited Woking and competed for a number 
of prizes. Mr. CG. Beale took the first with a nice specimen chub. Mr. J. Bedford 
came next, closely followed by Mr. Griffin. Several other members had fish. At 
the meeting of the committee on July 2nd, it was decided by the gentlemen present 
that 10s. 6d. be given towards re-stocking the River Lea. Mr. Crown was elected 4 
a working member of this society this evening. The competition for Messrs. Crisp 
and Co,’s prizes will take place on Thursday, July 9th, at Dagenham ; first train 





leaves Fenchurch-street at 6.45 for Dagenham station, and returns home by the 9,18 
p.m. For conditions, see Society’s rules.—Prxim. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

At the meeting held on Wednesday evening it was decided to fish'a roying match 
at Wateringbury, on the 12th inst., for £2 2s., given by Messrs. Crowder and Paine, 
divided as follows :—First, £1; second, 15s.; third, 7s. Mr, Herbert Sloper was 
appointed delegate to the Anglers’ Association, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
untimely death of our most respected member, Mr. Alfred Brand, who was esteemed 
and much regretted by all who knew him. Mr. Andrews weighed in 19lb. 11}oz. of 
roach and bream; Mr. Hopkins, a 2lb. barbel, and some dace; Mr. Newbury, 
3lb. 9302. roach and dace ; Mr. Wright, 91b. 1loz. bream ; Messrs, Hills, Palmer, and 
Walker also weighed in. Mr, Sloper succeeded in winning the fifth prize in the 
South London competition at Horley —W. W, ALEXANDER, sec. 


Novice To SECRETARIES OF CLUBS.—To prevent delay, all reports should be 
marked outside the envelope, “ Club Report,” and addressed, THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, We cannot undertake to insert them if received 
later than Thursday. 





See ee ee ee 
ANNUAL DINNER OF THE CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This was held on Wednesday evening last at the club-house, Swan Hotel, Upper 
Clapton ; R, B. Marston, Esq., in the chair. It was a great success. The usual loyal 
toasts were given, replied to, and honoured in an enthusiastic manner. The prize 
list was read over, The names of winners are as follows (but many valuable prizes 
were not awarded, specimen fish for such not hayirig been taken). Mr. Geo. Colls, 
a very handsome gold-plated alms-dish (value eight guineas), given by Mr. J. Wood, 
taken with a perch of 1?lb. Mr. H. Short, the treasurer’s prize, of the value of two 
guineas for the heaviest jack (13lb.), and the prize of two handsomely-framed oil- 
paintings, given by the hon. sec. for the heaviest jack (3%1b.) at the prize competition 
on December 8th last ; this gentleman also took Mr. Chillingworth’s prize, to the 
value of two guineas, for the heaviest Lea trout (41b. 31402.) Mr. Chillingworth 
took Mr. F. Tregernas’ prize (value two guineas), with a roach from the Lea of 
1lb. 8$0z. Mr. H. Howse (hon. sec.), the prize of a handsome Nottingham winch, 
presented by Messrs. Alfred and Sons, with a barbel from the Lea of 3lb, 14oz. The 
musical arrangements were very efficiently carried out, a capital band performing 
operatic and other selections during the dinner ; and Mr. Winterbottom, in his usual 
brilliant manner presiding at the pianoforte, accompanying the vocalists, To 
criticise each would be to repeat the praises of each ; but noticeably must be men- 
tioned Mr. H. A. Bech, Mr. Wheeldon, Miss Howse, and Mr. T. Harrington, who was 
cheered to the echo, and whose Irish comic songs are simply inimitable. Mrs. and 
Miss Tidbury vocally and instrumentally acquitted themselves remarkably well, as 
also did Mr. Francis, Mr. Taylor, and others ; in fact, a well-executed song was the 
rule, with no exception. 

The presentation to the hon. sec. of a handsome gold English lever watch was 
made, and an appropriate speech by Mr. J. Wood was feelingly responded to by Mr. 
H. “The Clapton Angling Society,” proposed by the chairman, was very heartily 
responded to ; in his speech he stated that the society now numbered 86 members, 
and the complement of 100 was expected to be very shortly reached. ‘The Leaand 
kindred societies Preservation Angling Society,’ proposed by chairman, was 
responded to by Mr. G. Child, Lea Conservancy, and P. Geen, Anglers’ Association. 
“The Visitors” was responded to by Mr. Chambers, in his usual excellent and 
humorous manner, ‘The President,” proposed by Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in a very 
effective speech, was replied to by Mr. Marston. The toast of “ Treasurer and Com- 
mittee” was enthusiastically received ; responded to by Mr. Binks, Altogether, a 
more enjoyable evening of the kind, including a most excellent dinner, it would be 
difficult to imagine. The society really is essentially an excellent society, not only 
by virtue of its well-known angling members, but as to its numerous influential 
members. It can be congratulated on the many advantages it offers its members, 
and its business arrangements leave nothing to be desired. 





WATERS RENTED BY THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Sir,—In answer to numerous inquiries, I beg to state that the following waters are 
rented by the Anglers’ Association for the use of members only of societies taking 
tickets from them :—Old River Wey Navigation, from Weybridge Lock to Walsham 
Lock (nearest railway stations, Weybridge and Addlestone, South-Western Rail- 
way); Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End (Ordnance Factory or Ponder’s End 
Stations, Great Eastern Railway) ; the Smaller Lea, from Waltham-lane to Enfield 
Lock (Waltham Cross and Ordnance Factory Stations, Great Hastern Railway) ; 
King’s Head waters, Chelmsford, near the Bridge (Chelmsford Station, Great Hastern 
Railway). Members holding privilege tickets from this Association are entitled to 
angle in the waters rented by the United London Fisheries Society. The monthly 
meeting of the committee will take place on Monday next, July 6, at 8.30 pm— 
Tam, &c., R. GHURNEY, sec, 





ELLIOTT BROTHERS’ DINNER PARTY. 

On the 27th ult. nearly 100 of the employés of the above firm, which is well 
known in the electrical, telegraphical, mathematical, philosophical, and engineering 
worlds, visited The Crown, at Great Marlow, and partook of their 26th annual 
dinner. The reception they received at the hands of their worthy hostess was 
everything that could be wished for, and they did not fail to express their satisfac- 
tion for the same. W. Keiser, Hsq., presided, assisted by Mr. H. Collins (captain of 
the Elliott Rowing Club). Mr. Furse (director of the Elliott Musical and Dramatical 
Society) presided over the piano. The beautiful weather and surrounding scenery 
reduced toasts and speechmaking after dinner to a very fine point. The usual loyal 
toasts were given by the chairman; “The Firm” by the vice-chairman, and 
responded to by W. O. Smith, Esq., who, as the vice-chairman, remarked, ‘‘ Some of us 
present had seen as a child, a boy, aman, a husband, and a father.” Mr. C0. Hopkins 
proposed “The Foremen,” which was responded to by Messrs, Richardson, Church- 
man, and Mern ; “The Employés,” by W.O.Smith, Esq., who, in reply to the statement 
made by one of the former speakers in reference to the present keen competition in 
trade, said “he was very happy to find that, however keen the competition might be, 
the employés were ever ready to assist in all contests.” ‘‘ The Chairman’s Health ” 
was proposed by Mr. A. C. Churchman, ‘The Vice-chairman’s” by Mr. W. H. Mern, 
and “The Stewards” (Messrs. Dorrington and Bennett) by Mr. E. Collins. This 
brought the ceremony toa close, and we arose, and each departed to enjoy himself as 
he thought fit. Some visited Hurley, Bourne End, Cookham, Maidenhead, some by 
trap, boat, or bicycle; others walked through the woods, so enraptured with the 
scenery as to miss the train, and walk home to London on Sunday ; while here and 
there, along the banks of the river, between Marlow and Cookham, might have 
been seen one trying his best to induce the finny inhabitants to leave their haunts, 
and that one was—PIXIE, 





Hunpreps of ourreaders will be going to different parts of the country 
fishing, and will stay at many fishing inns and hotels. May we ask any of 
them who happen to see these lines to give the GaAzerre a lift where they can ? 
For instance, we are quite willing to supply the Gaznrre gratis to any fishing 
inn or hotel which will exhibit a small, neat, framed show-card of the Gazrrrs, 
which we will supply gratis. , 

Lanp Lockrp SALMoNn.—There has been a desire expressed amongst some of the 
anglers to see the fry of these fish, An opportunity will be afforded them on 
Thursday next at three o’clock, as about 1,500 willbe placedin the Rearing Stream at 
Sunbury Lock, from the National Fish Culture Association, —B, 
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Iaventors c? Steeled 
Rods, &c., &s. 


Send for Samples. 


16-PLAIT 





6 FISHING 
TACKLE 
Withoutithis Mark no 
Metal Centred Rods or 

Lines a:e genuine. 


We supply on the following 





Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor 3 d 
“ ]MPROVED ” REEL LINE (tapered for trout fishing) last season and this. 


You WAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.—I am, yours faithfully, 


Free to all Applicants. 


THE NEW ACME 





ARE WARRANTED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. 


Condition of Purchase :—Cash to be refunded if line be not satisfactory after 12 Months’ wear. A 
condition not offered by any English or Foreign Contemporary Manufacturer. 


SHING GAZETTE, sends (under date May 5th, 1885) the following unsolicited testimonial :—“I have used the New ACME 
Seer ‘ The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the wire never obtrudes (as it did in the old line). 


Eight International 
Fisheries Awards, 





DRESSED LINES. 


London, 1883. 


R. B. MARSTON,” 


Mr. WM. SENIOR (Ancline Editor of the Meld) says :—‘* Your Acme ‘ Improved’ line is 80 GOOD AND DURABLE that I am using No. 1 FINE TROUT SIZE FOR SALMON 


PINNING. 


Manufactured by D. and W. H. 








CHAS. FARLOW & Co, 


MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING-RODS AND TACKLE, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Wew Patent Farlow’s 
Lever Salmon Circular 
Winch Box 


(Can be regulated to any 
stiffness at will). 


FOR HOLDING 
EYED TROUT 
FLIES & CASTS. 
The“ PERFECT” 
Double Taper 
Solid Plaited 
Silk Trout Fly 
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TURKED DOWN HN) 


EYED HOOKS, 


Cheimondeley 
Pennell’s. 


Flies Dressed on 


these Hooks to any 2 
eS 








Pattern. == == =2 Line. 
The “DESIDERATU&” BASKET, invented by G. W. TAYLOR, Esq. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. PRIZE MEDALS. IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


TELEPHONE No. 2,620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAMN, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DUSCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd, Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s, ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


a 























PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“An excellent fly-rod.’—FISHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 











N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 
SY 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 0’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Te. and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
ee y 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d. 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


a a ice al redes dma att NREL 
TO FISHING ROD MANUFACTURERS AND WORKERS 
OF TURNED WOOD STOCK. 


THOMAS H. CHUBB, 


Largest and Oldest American Manufucturer of Fishing Rods, respectfully announces that he is prepared 
to furnish the trade with Turned Stock of ASA, BEECH, BIRCH, MAPLE, HORNBEAM, and other 
American Woods, suitable for the Manufacture of Fishing Rods, Umbrella Staffs, Dowels, &c., &c, 
FOR ESTIMATES, ADDRESS WITH REFHRENCES :— 
THOMAS 


H, CHUBS, Post Mills, Orange Co., Vermont, U.S.A. 


TO BE HAD FROM ALL RESPECTAB 





“SALMON & TROUT-FISHING. 





It has stood this heayy strain for many months, and is as good as ever. I am recommending it to my personal friends as a first-rate thing.” 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” ON LABEL, 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, . ENGLAND. 
LE TACKLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 
THLE KOR iene 
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The above SNECKWY LIMERICK BEND EYED HOOKS—originally made and perfected by us in 
conjunction with the suggestions of many eminent Anglers—have attained a wide and well-merited 
reputation. We gavethem the distinctive name of “ Hall’s Eyed Trout Fly Hooks,” under which 
name theyare now being largely imitated by other makers, Against all imitations we wish to caution 


«LATEST NOVELTY. 


GUT LOOPS SUPERSEDED BY HUTCHINSON & SON’S 


TAPER-EYED DOUBLE SALMON FLY HOOKS. 


Limerick Bend. Easily mounted. Neat and secure. Can be had from most Tackle Dealers, 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
KENDAL. 


HUTCHINSON & SON, 


J, WARNER & SONS’ SPECIALITIES, 


Improved Fyed Single, Double; 
and Treble Hooks.—The Eyes in these 
Hooks being made upon an entirely new 
principle, invented and patented by us, are 
much smaller, neater, smoother inside, and 
better in every way than any hitherto made. 
The Single and Double Hooks are especially 
adapted for Salmon, Grilse, large Trout, and 
May Flies. They are finished a light bronze 
colour, Which is much less conspicuous in 
the water than the old black japan, and are 
made of the finest spring steel wire carefully 
tempered. 











(PATENT WO. 15,730) 


Warner's “Original” Patent Needle-Eyed Hooks have stood the test of years, having 
been Patented by us in February, 1866, and though they have had many imitators, they still 
hold their own as the BEST in the market, 

Improved Pattern Eyed Trout Hooks, Bronzed. 


Mr. Kelson’s, Major Traherne’s, and other Standard Patterns of SALMON, GRILSH, 
large TROUT, and MAY FLIES, dressed in the highest style of the art by experienced hands, 
on “ Warner’s Patent Improved Hyed-Hooks,” or on ordinary Hooks. ; 

Superior Trout Flies, dressed in the best and most approved modern style on the “ Hall ’’ Hyed- 
Hooks, or on ordinary Hooks. rf 

Impioved Waterproof Braided Silk Linas, prepared by a new process and with a new pre- 
paration ; unequalled for flexibility and durability. 

Artificial Baits.—A large variety of New Patterns. 

Improved “Acme” Trout and Salmon Rods, with “Patented” Screw-joint Ferrules.and 
Caps, and Improved Solid Waterproof Winch fitting. The “Model” Trout Fly Rod. 

New “Patent” Regulating Reels—Strike-from-the-Winch”—can he adjusted by a turn of 
a screw to any degree of stiffness desired. 

Round Folding Wood Ring and Net, in four brazed joints, with spring Clasps. t 

cs Patented ” Spriag Steel Collapsing Landing Net Bows, with Improved Simplex 
‘astening. 

Telescopic Landing Net or Gaff Handle, with Leather Shoulder-sling. 5 

Warner's “Registered” Fishing Panniers, with separate compartments for Tackle and Fish 

Warner's “Registered” Seat Kasket.—‘The Bottom-Fisher’s Friend.” 

New Adjustable Rod Holder (‘ Patented’’). 


Samples and Illustrated Trade Price List on Application. Wholesale Only. 


J. WARNER & SONS, REDDITCH. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea. 


40 5 Putney. 

45 i Hammersmith, 
Add 50 ” Barnes, 

55 Kew. 

75 re Richmond. 

80 Ap Twickenham, 

85 nm Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon. 
Saturday, July 4 5 age 5.58 AG Age 6.19 
Sunday, 4 ec, fe 6.42 ars Age 7.6 
Monday, 5 6 F a 7.32 ce ies 8.0 
Tuesday, _ 7 é 8.30 5c ane 9.4 
Wednesday, rs 8 =, me 9.41 10.16 
Thursday, = PE ee =f 10.48 eas 11.28 
Friday, dey Ge come 11.56 ; 12.0 


ts River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London. 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


Richmond.—Job Brain, in three days, seven barbel and five dozen of roach and 
dace ; C. Brown, in four days, seventeen barbel and eleven dozen of roach and dace ; 
Mr. C. Pratt, in one day, seven barbel ; Henry Howard, in three days, twelve barbel 
and three dozen of roach and dace ; F. Brown, during the week, twenty-nine barbel ; 


Henry Wheeler, in two days, six barbel ; H. Mansell, in four days, fifteen barbel and | 


seven dozen of roach and dace; a private punt, three barbel; anda bank angler, 
two barbel. 

Twickenham.—H. Spiers, in one day and two half-days, eleven dozen of fish ; 
Edward Finch, in six days, eight barbel and eleven dozen of roach and dace; R. 
Coxen, in two days, six barbel and seven dozen of roach and dace ; George Coxen, in 
three days, seven dozen ; J. Dobbin, in a day and a half, seven dozen and one barbel. 
Pert Hammerton, in one day, three barbel and two and a half dozen of roach 
and dace. 

Teddington—J oseph Baldwin, in three days, twenty-one chub and five dozen of 


roach and dace ; Benjamin Stevens, in two days, thirteen barbel, the largest 83lb., 
eleven chub, and a trout of 231lb.; Mr. H. J. Burgess, on the 28th ult., seven barbel, 
weighing 201b. 

Kingston.—John Johnson, sen., writes : ‘‘I have hadtwo days’ fishing and taken 


eleven dozen of roach and dace and five brace of perch; John Johnson, jun., has 
been out four days and got twelve barbel, a nice lot of perch, and some large dace, 
baiting with worms. There have been a good many barbel taken at the sewers by 
night fishing, and some fine roach, some of them nearly 2lb. each; one of them mea- 
sured 123in. in the extreme length, and 94in. round the girth. There have been some 
good jack caught in the waterworks reach. J. Wilks, at the town’s end hole, has 
got anice lot of eels legering. John Knight, in seven days, sixty-five dozen of 
roach and dace, two barbel, the largest 43lb., three bream, and two chub, the 
best 331b. 

Thames Ditton.—#. Tage, in 2} hours, five dozen of gudgeon and five perch ; 
and C, Tagg, in the same time, six dozen of gudgeon and six brace of perch, 

Hampton Court.—Thomas Davis, in one day, seven dozen of gudgeon and four 


brace of perch; J. Wheeler, in three days, twelve barbel, the largest 41b.; J. 
Williams, in one day, two dozen of roach and dace, and three barbel. Thomas Mil- 
bourne, in four days, twenty dozen of roach and dace. William Milbourne, in two 
days, ten dozen of roach and dace, and three chub. Mr. Stacey, of Hast Moulsey, a 
chub of 441b., and a small trout, the latter being put back again. 


Tagg’s Island Fishery.—The angler’s during the week have made some good 
baskets of roach, dace, perch, chub, and bream, 


Hampton.—The bank anglers have been making some good takes of roach, dace, 
_gudgeon, perch, and bream, and a jack of 241b. 
Sunbury.—Thomas Stroud, in five days, twenty dozen of roach and dace; six 


chub, the largest 5lb., and four brace of perch. Alfred Stroud, in four days, fifteen 
dozen of roach and dace, eight dozen of gudgeon, and three small trout, the latter 
being returned. John Stroud, in six days, twenty-two dozen of roach, five perch, 
and four barbel. Mr. Stockley, fishing in one of Messrs. Stroud’s boats, nineteen 
good perch, the largest weighing 13lb. Edward Clarke, jun., in five days, forty 
dozen of roach and dace, ten bream, four barbel, the best 4lb, Edward Clarke, sen., 
in four days, twenty dozen of roach and dace, seven bream, the best 331b., and twelve 
dozen of gudgeon. The bank anglers have been very numerous between Hampton 
Court Bridge and Sunbury Lock, and haye taken a good quantity of fine fish. 


Walton.—s. Rosewell, in two days, eleven dozen of roach and dace, and five 
bream. 


Halliford.—E. D. Rosewell, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace. T, Sand- 
wick, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace ; another day, three dozen ; another 
day, five dozen ; and another day, seven dozen of gudgeon, one dozen of roach and 
dace,.and one brace of perch. 


Shepperton.—W. House, one day, three brace of perch and one jack ; another 


day, three dozen of roach and dace ; another day, six brace of perch ; another day, 
two dozen of roach and dace, and two brace of perch ; another day, twelve dozen of 
gudgeon, and three brace of perch ; and another day, eight dozen of gudgeoa, and 
three brace of perch. 


Weybridge.—J. Upsdell, in one day, seven chub, weighing 15lb. Mr. Hepburn, 


a trout of 24lb.; and Mr. Matthews, a jack of 4lb. Herbert Curr, one day, five 
chub and three bream ; and another day, six dozen of roach and dace, one bream, 
and one eel. 


Docket Point.—James Haslett, one day, in three hours, three chub, one bream, 
and six dace; and another day, four bream and three chub. 
Chertsey.—J . Poulter, one day, four dozen of roach and dace, one bream, and 


one barbel ; and another day, four dozen and three bream. 

Staines.—Charles Hone, in one day, seven barbel and two bream ; another day 
seven barbeland one chub ; another day, two barbel and three chub ; another day, 
ten dozen of roach and dace ; and another day, eleven barbel and two bream. John 
Keene, jun., one day, five bream, four barbel, and one chub, the largest bream 51b. ; 
another day, six dozen of roach and dace ; another day, 35lb, weight of bream and 
barbel ; another day, one barbel, aud six dozen of roach and dace ; another day, two 
arbel and one bream ; and another day, two bream, and four dozen of roach and 
dace. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The grand old river between Staines and Eynsham (the portion I especially have 
two eyes on) is in fine fettle for all round summer fishing ; but the human race 
at Henley and Henleywards has had a dreadful disturbing influence in the angling 
line, and both amateurs and professionals seem to have lost their sculls, and float 
away into the boughs and the dolce far niente business. At Hambledon some 20lb. 
of barbel have come to hook, and also a nice lot from Marsh pool. The Thames just 
now seems alive with barbel, aud I guess those anglers who have plenty of bobs and 
lobs about their clothes will come in for some grand sport this season amid these 
game and plucky bronzes. At Hurley, Messrs. Hartnoll and Herbert are to the fore 
with a nice take of roach, and some bankers on Monday landed two dozen grand 
perch, with minnows as bait—hbest fish 121b., and not one under 3lb. From Marlow, 
Cookham, and Maidenhead, I hear from my usual sources that roach, perch, and 
chub have been taken daily in quiet nooks away from the ever-increasing rush of 
house boats—wonderfully and fearfully made, Thursday evening, wind south, 
water in good order, and most summer fishing well worth the candle-—MARLOW 


Buzz. 
( Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in very good order at present. Out on the 28th, two barbel; out on 
the 29th, one barbel and a chub of 31b, 7oz. ; out on the 30th, four barbel, 3lb. each; 
out on July Ist, twelve dozen of roach and dace. Roach and dace are feeding very 
well.—_JAMES HOARE. 

The water is about the same as when J wrote last, and I think anglers would have 
found the fishing as good as ever; at least I have found it so, what little I have 
done. Was out witha gentleman on the 28th ult., fished for dace, and caught ten 
dozen, ignoring the fact I have had a barbel swim baited with worms from the com- 
mencement of the season. Onthe 30th ult.,afew dace. At last we found our way 
to the barbel, caught one, and three chub ina short time. On the Ist inst., in two 
hours, with a scorching sun overhead, five barbel. Mr. Pritchard, from the Albert 
Bridge, succeeded in landing a carp of nearly 41b.—G. LumspDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


Water low, but in very good order for fishing. Perch have been taking very well; 
jack coming on better. My best day, one dozen good perch, some of the perch going 
over a pound, and three jack. Prospects good.—JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Walton). 

Mr, A. Mackrill, with G. Hone, on June 25th, five dozen roach, the largest 3lb., 
one perch, llb., and eight bream. June 26th, two dozeu roach, one perch of 11b., two 
bream, one rudd, 141b., one jack weighing 2lb., returned to the river. June 29th, 
one dozen of roach, the largest #lb., one perch, #lb., three bream. Mr, Hickley, with 
G. Hone, June 29th, two jack, 341b., returned to the river in two hours.—G. HONE, 

[Is that 3lb. roach a slip of the pen ?—Kd ] 


Thames (Windsor). 

The exceptionally cool weather we are enjoying for this time of year is greatly in 
favour of the angler, and the records up to the present time are as good, if not 
better, than any I know of in past season. June, as a rule, isa poor month for 
sport ; the end of July I have found early enough for barbel and chub, but this 
season they appear to be in the humour at any time, though their condition is not 
first class. Dace are taking greaves well; in fact, too well for some who have 
barbel swims baited with them. Chub also are taking it long corking, and if 
approached quietly from a canoe will afford good sport to the fly fisherman. Iollow- 
ing are the principal takes coming under my notice 28th inst. :—Mr. C. H. Woodall, 
out with James Gray at Boveney, had two jack, 7lb., four barbel, 8lb., and three 
chub—18lb. in all. At Egham Weir some good barbel have been taken with the 
spinning gudgeon. I witnessed Mr. Rowles, a local enthusiast, land a good one of 
5lb, a few evenings back ; and Mr. Tame, of the same place, tells me he had two, 
one 8lb., one 51b. James Hoare, of Datchet, has also been getting some good speci- 
mens with greaves. That James Gray; jun., and Richard Gray, jun., are chips of the 
old block there can be no doubt. The former, who is in his ninth year, took a very 
pretty trout from the Windsor Weir stream last week, going 25lb. His brother 
Richard, whe is a few years older, had, after 7 p.m. on the 27th, two trout, 2?lb., 
211b., two chub, and an eel of $lb. Water getting a trifle out of condition, but rain 
at time of writing appears imminent.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


The weather is too hot for angling, except in the early morning or late in the 
evening. Some bream of 3lb. or 4lb. each have been taken in the neighbourhood of 
Brigg, and bobbing for eels has been very successful. Roach of above 1lb. each 
have also been taken at various places, and some good sport has been had at the 
Riverhead by some Caistor juveniles. Trout feed, but never now in the daytime.— 
THOMAS Forp. 


Chichester. pea 
The Rother at Selham stands first this week on the remunerative list. Host 
Willison writes me :—“ The water is now in excellent condition, and fish plentiful. 


A London angler on Saturday took some fine roach, one scaling over 11b. ; also seme 
excellent dace. Three pike were landed near Lady Maud Lock, scaling together 
27lb. Ladvise all who have a spare day to pay Selham a visit ; the scenery alone is 
worth the trip. The dace are numerous, and afford capital sport to the fly fisher- 
man, a fine trout occasionally coming to hand. At Littlehampton good sport has 
been had among the mullet, 131b. of fish being taken by an angler a few days since. 
At Chichester the fish are late, many taken being in full condition. Below Donning- 
ton some fair-sized bream and roach have been landed, and in “the basin” the 
smaller fry are feeding well this evening. My promised Brighton letter has not 
arrived, so can say nothing respecting the Ouse.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


he Dove. , , 
We have had a most favourable fishing week, the weather having greatly im- 


proved since I last wrote. The trout have hardly been rising so freely, perhaps ; 
but coarse fish have accepted the bottom baits well, and some heavy dishes of roach, 
chub, dace, and bream have been killed. A few barbel have also been taken. The 
Maggot and Cockspur Worm have proved the most destructive. A few grayling have 
been captured, both with the fly and on the bottom, but we have hardly reached the 
proper season on our river for this kind of fish at present. Most of the trout taken 
have fallen victims to the live baits, the minnow and small roach having been the 
most acceptable. The river is now in capital order, and the banks are daily frequented 
by large numbers of rodsters—local and other.—THE SPLODGER, 


Esk (Whitby). 


The fresh last week was not so productive of good results on the river as we at 
first imagined it would have been. Very few salmon trout have got up, and J have 
heard of only one being caught during the past week with the rod. This was 
captured by Mr. F. W. Donkin, of Sleights, and weighed 5lb. The other day 
Brocket, bailiff to the Esk Fishery Association, netted below Ruswarp, and landed 
thirteen fish, twelve salmon trout and one salmon. Mr, H. K. W. Williamson, Mr. R. 
Calvert, Captain Dinsdale, Mr. Whitfield (Haling), Mr. G. Urwin, and others have 
with fair diligence plied the streams during the past week, and some fairly good 
fish were landed. The most successful take of the present season, so far, and con- 
sidering the time occupied, has been effected by Mr. James Calvert, at Lealholm 
Bridge. He was out for three hours on Friday afternoon, the 26th ult., and he 
captured ten fine trout, the following being the dimensions and weight of six of 
them : 183in., weighing 2lb. 130z. ; 17iin., weighing 2b, ; 16in., weighing 11b. 9oz.; 
15iin., weighing 1b. 50z.; 14in., weighing 1b. loz.; 12in., weighing 13oz. The 
remaining four measured 11}in. down to 9in. They were all caught with the 
minnow. The 2lb. trout had a parr in it Gin, long, quite bright and fresh.— 
Ja Jd; 
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Eden (Carlisle). o 

With the continuance of dry weather the river is now dead low. This is favourable 
to night-fishing, which has been fairly good, but would have been better if the moon 
had taken less interest in the angler’s doings and not “looked on” quite so much, 
She will be out of sight next week, and after that the trout will get a rest, for the 
gentle fraternity will make down towards the sea to look for whitings or herlings, 
which are nearly due, and are generally regular in their visits. The bestsport I have 
heard of was that of Colonel Sharp and Mr. Slater on Tuesday evening. The warrior 
had 8b. of trout, and the lame-’un 12lb. Mr. Slater will have to look to his laurels. 
The colonel is gradually creeping up to him, and being sound in wind, limb, and 
eyesight, need not be afraid to fish a match. But I am forgetting myself, Are not 
these “ personalities” _—SILVER GREY. 


Ilfracombe. ‘ 

Sea-fishing during the past week. There has been some good fishing ; several 
boats go out with visitors daily, and most of them get very good catches of whiting, 
pout, codlin, bream, &c. Gentlemen visiting this place get some first-class sport 
breaming. Bream are fish that go about in large quantities, and are generally to be 
found at this time of the year off Freshwater or Bird-in-the-Hole fishing, marks about 
two miles from here ; visitors who are fond of deep-sea fishing would have no trouble 
in getting a good day’s sport at Ilfracombe. Just now the weather at present is 
beautiful, and the sea quite smooth ; the trawlershaye had some fine catches of soles, 
flat-fish, gurnard, &c. Gentlemen fond of shell-fishing can have good sport; there 
is a fine run of rocks extending from Ilfracombe to Watermouth eastward, distance 
about three miles, and from Ilfracombe to Lee eastward, about three miles, with 
good shelter for lobsters, crabs, prawns, shrimps, &c. The weather being warm, there 
are plenty on shore. There are several gentlemen to be seen daily, and every even- 
ing, fishing with their rods from the jetty, where they obtain some excellent sport. 
Weather fine, with slight north-west winds. Good prospects for the next week,— 


E, Comer. 
The Kennet (Newbury). 


Last week’s sport was the best which has been experienced during the season in 
trout fishing, There were several large takes, and some fine fish were landed. The 


Rey. C. L. Hawkins caught five brace, which weighed over 20lb., four of them ~ 


weighing 3lb. each fish. Mr. Allen caught one fish, weighing 41b,,and Mr. Woodham 
landed two brace, which weighed 8lb. The Rey. M. Veich landed some splendid 
fish, as did also other members of the Fly-Fishing Club. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is still in good order both in the Lea and the Stort, and there have been 
some good perch taken from the Stort and some good roach from under the trees 
close to the Rye House ; they were taken with paste—Wm. COWELL. 


Leicester. 

The weather during the early part of the present week was not of a very favour- 
able kind for angling pursuits, but a welcome change took place on Wednesday, 
when magnificent summer weather prevailed. This caused a large influx of rodsters 
to the local society’s preserves, and to the outlying waters. The roach have not yet 
come fairly well on the feed, so that perch, dace, and pike fishing is still the chief 
medium of sport. The generality of the takes lately have been small. From the 
canal and Aylestone Brook the last few days, fair baskets of perch have been shown, 
several of the fish being up to 14lb., but no large pike have been landed. The best 
that I heard of was from the canal, weighing 54lb. There have been a good number 
of anglers this week at the waters at Barrow-on-Sour, Narborough, and the river 
Wreake, but nothing out of the ordinary has been done. Witha continuance of the 
fine weather that we are having now, the roach will soon feed eagerly, and when this 
occurs, better takes may be expected. The waters near Leicester are in good order, 
and there seems eyery prospect of a good day or two for those who are fond of the 
sport,— ALERT. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both streams are still in capital angling condition, and in splendid order for the 
fly ; both streams are clear, but are now running rather low. The weather this 
week has been warm and bright, and in every way suitable for angling, and the 
anglers of this part have visited the waters freely this week, and some very good 
sport has been had. The fish have been sporting freely at the Blue Dun, Red 
Spinner, Orl, Governor, and Coachman, and several very fine baskets have been 
taken. On Friday a gentleman visited the Arrow with the Blue Dun and Red 
Spinner and took a good lot of fine trout. In the Lugg the Orl and Coachman were 
tried by a gentleman who landed a nice dish of trout, averaging 10oz. each. With 
the worm a gentleman took two trout and four rough fish. The Lugg, near Kings- 
land, was fished by a gentleman on Saturday, and he succeeded in landing five very 
fine trout with the Coachman. In the Arrow, near to Eardisland, a gentleman, with 
the Blue Dun and Orl, took three brace of capital-sized trout. On Monday a gentle- 
man fished the Arrow, near Ivington, and, with the Red Spinner and Governor, 
landed a nice dish of fish, averaging 3lb. each. A gentleman tried the worm in the 
Lugg and took some nice-sized fish. In the Arrow, near Stanton, a gentleman took 
a capital dish of trout with the Orland Coachman. The Lugg was tried with the 
Orl near Aymestry, and some fine fish were taken. The Pinsley is in good order for 
the fly. The fish are sporting well. A nice dish was landed on Saturday, and a 
capital lot was taken on Tuesday with the Coachman and Orl,—GWyYyNNE, 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

The water isin first-class condition, and angling of all kinds has been very success- 
ful during the week. The river is, however, unusually low, and during the week, 
to add to the discomfort, for some days the water has been drawn down for some 
two miles to enable the locks to be repaired. What is wanted is a good rain, and the 
bream and roach will be on like mad,—YrE MrepwAy WATER RAT. 


The Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Roach are still on the feed. Great numbers are taken daily, and some are good 
ones, The water is in good condition for all-round fishing. Chub and rud are 
rising very freely, and some good rud have been taken, One was taken on the 28th 
ult. going 2Ib. 3oz., and one was taken on the 30th, going 3lb., which are very good 
fish, They were taken, one with a red worm and one with wheat. I can’t hear of 
bream being taken during the week, but the weather is very good for them now. 
The followimg week will be better than it has been up to the present.—H. Rout. 


Severn (Shrewsbury), 

; Many have been the good baskets of fish taken during the last fortnight, and the 
river has been in fair angling condition. The fords round the town afford by far the 
greatest attraction to the majority of the “knowing” ones. On Thursday, the 18th 
ult., twenty-six members of the Liverpool Angling Association visited Shrewsbury 
to fish for six prizes, and it was a matter of great importance in the eyes of not only 
the local anglers, but also the general inhabitants, who were highly pleased to hear 
of the visit. At a meeting which was held, at which the Mayor (Alderman Southam) 
presided, the object of which was to form®an association to “ publish and promote 
the attractions of Shrewsbury,” the recent visit of our angling friends was referred 
to by two members of the.town council in most flattering terms, as showing what a 
natural attraction we possessed in our river, and what'might be done by a society of 
the above type. It was a matter of great regret that the visitors on the above occa- 
sion had indifferent sport ; and, strange to say, there have been very large numbers 
of fish taken daily since, and yet the weather has been quite as bright and the sun 
as hot ; ‘but there is a redeeming point in the fact that on the same day there were 
many of the best-known Shrewsbury anglers out who. returned with empty creels; 
so our friends must not be disheartened. Mr, Henry Shaw, who is well known on 
the Wye, where he has a very fine salmon fishery, has been very successful, having 
landed with a fly, up to a week ago, 14 fish weighing 2041b., or an average of 141b. 9oz, 
Since then he has taken three others, Amongst the takes that have come under my 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Jury 4, 1885. 





notice are the following :—Mr. Roberts, on Wednesday, 16 fine roach; Mr. McLeod, 
seven roach and perch ; J. Higgins, nine roach and perch, A stranger on Thursday took 
twelve fine chub. Mr. Roberts again landed, with the Maggot, fourteen roach, and 
Dr. McLeod, with the fly, a trout of 1b. On Monday the last named gentleman 
took two trout, weighing 241b., and his son a trout. of 121b. Mr. Waters, with the 
nets, two small salmon in splendid condition. Taw, of Wroxetér, one small salmon, 
5lb., two trout, 3lb., one pike, 3lb. Mr. Hampshire, twenty very fine roach. Mr. 
Perkins, who is quite a water rat, and seems to know exactly where the trout lie, 
killed, on this day, three trout, the largest turned the scale at 3lb. 140z., and was a 
good-looking fish ; but the picture was the one‘he caught on the same day, weighing 
241b.; he also took one of 141b., and one of 1b. © Mr. Ellis also had a very nice fish 
of 13]b., taken with the minnow. Mr. Roberts, on Tuesday, again had a go with the 
roach, and killed twenty-three, one of which turned 1lb. Mr. Jones, and a friend, 
fishing in some private waters, had ten trout each. Jones was very unfortunate ; 
he would not carry his landing-net, which he left with his companion, so he had to 
pay dearly for his laziness, for he hooked a trout that was at least 43lb., and, after 
fighting him for a quarter of an hour, the fish “ gave him the best” by lying on his 
back. Now the angler tried to lift the fish, when, of course, the top broke, and the 
jerk broke the trace, and the fish left our friend “a sadder, but a wiser man,” for he 
swears he will never again try to lift a fish up a bank. Mr. Edwards, of Butcher- 
row, on Tuesday, took a good trout at Monkmoor, weighing 1{lb. ; and, to-day, 
Perkins took, with the Red Ant,a good trout of 1}lb., and some rough fish— 
SEVERN SALMON, : 
Spey (Aberlour). 

Last week the water was very low, but a few fine salmon were obtained. Mre 
Thomson, Chester, had several, averaging from 5lb. to 10lb. each. Mr. Fanning, 
gamekeeper, killed two, weighing respectively 141b. and 10lb. Trout are very 
numerous. The Rey. F. C. Grey had a well-filled basket on the 25th. Red Spinners 
and Alders are the best killers.—ANGLER. 


Teme (Tenbury). a 

This stream still keeps in first-class order for angling, still keeping clear. The 
bright warm weather of the last week has brought the anglers of this part to the 
banks of the river in good numbers, and some capital sport has been had, and good 
lots of fine trout haye been landed, The fish are sporting freely at the fy. The 
best flies used on the water at present are the Governor, Little Blue Dun, Orl, Red 
Spinner, and Coachman. A few gentlemen have used the worm and maggot, The 
water near the town was tried on Friday, and with the/Orl and Little Blue Dun a 
gentleman took a capital lot of fine fish. In the water below the bridge a gentleman 
tried the fly, and took four nice trout, averaging $1b. each, and three coarse fish. On 
Saturday a gentleman fished the water near Little Hereford, and with the Governor 
took a good dish of trout. With the worm some very nice trout was landed. The 
water near to Newnham Bridge was tried the same day, and a good lot of trout, 
averaging 6oz. each, was taken by a gentleman with the Orl and Red Spinner. On 
Monday the water near Rochford was tried by a gentleman with the fly, who took a 
nice lot of trout, scaling 33lb. the lot. In the water near Corn Brook a gentleman 
tried the Orl and Coachman, and landed five trout and two chub, one weighing 13lb. 
A nice lot of trout were taken'with the maggot. The water in the Hastham district 
was fished on Tuesday by a gentleman who, with the Little Blue Dun, took a nice 
dish of fine trout, The Kyre. Rea, and Ledwyche are all in first-class fishing order, 
There have been a few very fine trout taken from the Reaand Kyre, and a few from 
the Ledwyche— WORCESTER, 

Teme (Ludlow). 


The streams keep in prime order, but the wind for a number of days has been 
plump north in this neighbourhood, and anglers say that the fish do not take the 
bait so eagerly in consequence. Large numbers of anglers have been out, and taken 
altogether have met with pretty fair success. The Teme below Ludlow down to 
Ashford has produced some very fine fish. In the Saltmoor waters on Tuesday, one 
rod caught three brace of trout, and some twenty perch, roach, &c. Some very good 
perch nearly 1lb. weight are to be had just below the weir at Steventon, almost near 
Mr. Guest’s fields ; it is about this spot that the writer has caught the largest perch 
with the maggot he ever landed for 20 years in this district. The perch are not so 
large up the Park waters, but always may be found in the neighbourhood of a large 
alder tree, near the locality known as the “Swan’s nest.” Some fine trout nearly 
1lb. each have been caught this week near the Mill-street weir with the maggot. 
The fishing in the Plowden waters has not been over brisk this week : eleven rods 
only show a total of 18 brace of trout, an unusually small number for the Plowden 
waters. Chub are moving, and afford excellent sport to the bottom fishers. ~ In the 
Clun a few gentlemen have had some fair’ captures on Monday and Tuesday. Up 
the Ony, above Onibtiry railway station, a gentleman landed on Tuesday five 
brace of trout, seven fine perch, some very good roach, and a chub which weighed 
131b. Another gentleman caught two brace of trout 41b. each fish, and a number of 
coarse fish. There has been some good catches in the Gorve late in the evening, also 
in the Ledwyche.—S. LupLow. rel 


The Test. 

The Earl of Romney, Mr. Birkbeck, anda few other gentlemen have been recently ~ 
staying at the Duke’s Head, Greatbridge, and have had some good fishing in the 
Test. 4 

Torridge (Torrington), 


River in fine order for fishing. Several peal and lots of trout were taken on Fri- 
day and Saturday. This was after the fiood we had the beginning of the week, 
Weather now continués fine.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. ' 


‘ Trent (Nottingham). 


The river has receded to its normal summer height, and as the weather during the 
week has been all that could be desired, anglers have mustered in considerable force, 
Weston and Shardlow have met with extensive patronage, and on Wednesday at the 
former village Mr, Ley, of Barrow House, was busy amongst the chub, getting a 
splendid basket before breakfast with the fly, immediately underneath the weirs 
connected with King’s Mills, A few barbel have been caught, not only here but in 
the Shardlow length ; the cad-bait proving the killing lure. Barbel are still back- 
ward in condition. So far only moderate sport has been obtained amongst dace, and 
roach seem dead off the feed. Hels are running, but notin any abundance. The 
lower waters account Chiefiy for chub with the cad-bait ; although from OColwick a 
fair spinkling of barbel is reported, No salmon this week have been taken,—THE 


MAN AT THE CLUBS. 
Trent (Newark.) 

The little fresh we had down the river last week rapidly cleared off, and the river 
was very soon as low and brightasever. Sport has only been of a moderate character 
since the opening of the season, although a few very nice catches have come under 
my own observation. 4 have only had two days, and I did fairly well on both oceca- 
sions, first day getting (that is, a friend and I) some 20lb. of eels and flounders, and 
the next time, with another friend, about the same weight of roach and dace with 
cad-baits, Some of the roach were in very fair condition ; but some we returned 
again were rather slimy and lumpy, so we decided to let them rest a bit longer. 
Another old friend got a good 3lb. chub with a lob-worm, and it was in very fair 
trim. At the time of writing (Thursday) the water is very low, and fish are not 
biting very freely}—THE TREN? OTTER. 

0 


Usk. 

On Friday, the day following my last report, the Nimrods who whirl the luring 
fly and wield the deadly gaff, had a’ right royal high time, as will be gleaned from 
the following list of salmon taken -—Genl.’ Barnard, 18lb., 201b., 1330z.; Mr. H. 8, 
Gustard, 141b, (lost two) ; Mr. Jackson, 18lb. ; Mr. Cotes, 12lb,; Mr. Humphrey, 
171b., 131b., 101b, ; MroT. Reeee, 151b., 13]b., 101b.; Mr. Walgrave Hone, 18lb., 181b. ; 
Coal. Rook, 101b, ; and’ Mr. Wrightson, 11lb. The water has been in the pink of con- 
dition from the recent downfall, All the fish, I hear from authoritative sources, 
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were in grand condition, the majority fresh-run. The Usk is more promising this 
season for a suceessful record than ever. The river abounds with salmon, despite 
the additional _tods, which are far in excess of any known year, confirming the 
oft-repeated opinion of experts as to its being the king of salmon and trout resorts in 
England, where sport can be relied upon if water and, weather permit, which are 
the necessary essential elements in all cases—SPREAD EAGLE... ee : 


Waveney (Beccles).. th 
_ The roach have now all finished their spawning operations, and may ‘be considered 
in fairly good ‘condition. - Lam pleased to report: that the fish have:had a very suc- 
cessful spawning season, especially up river; nothing has disturbed them, and the 
result must be something marvellous, as anglers will probably find out. It was a 
very pretty sight-to see the fish during the spawning time, and to see-them all busy 
at their work. The water being clear, I have had good opportunities at various 
times of seeing the fish, and sooner or later it will be some angler’s luck, I hope, to 
capture some of the splendid fish which I know are in the river, having seen 


shoals and shoals of them from 4b, to $1b:, and some even heavier than this. Wind | 


8. E.—considered a good wind for fishing—and weather good, but water very clear. 
—A Wavenny ANGUER. ~° : ; F9050 w Bet Cart aye 
saeenaneiaaned Welsh Harp, Fishery (Hendon.) 
Some good fish are being taken in this fine sheet of water ; among others a 34lb- 
bream by Mr, Clements;of-Clerkenwell.—J.H,-——— ; 


hie Wye and Derwent. ° ~~ 
_ Both the:above rivers are very low and clear, and with the weather being so exees- 
‘sively hot-inthe middle of thé day very few fishermen care to turn ont fly-fishing 
‘only very early in the morning and the last thing at night, when baskets of from three 
to seven brace of fish per angler are being killed nightly, chiefly on the Chatsworth, 
Rowsley, and Whatstandwell lengths of the Derwent ; very few fish are being killed 
en the Wye atthe present,time. The dibbing party have killed alotof heavy trout 
lately on different parts of the Derwent, mostly with the Oak fly and-small Black 
flies, many of the fish being over Ib. a-piece. ‘The bottom fishers only fish very late 
at night. .Mr. West, of Wirksworth, has been taking some fine trout lately on the 
Matlock Bath Angling Association’s club waters with worms for bait one trout, 
2lb. 5oz., and’ several other nearly 1lb,-a-piece. Several pike -haye béen seen 
lately basking in. the sun below Cromford. I havé. not heard~ of 
any having been ‘killed’ &s yet. The following. flies have all taken 
fish, viz. -Yellow Duns, Bumbles, Ash Duns, Little Blacks, and Sand Flies. Iam 
very sorry to say that the Mill close water, above Darley Bridge, keeps running into 
the Derwent, and completely spoils thesport of anyone fishing below it. Why do 
not the Trent Board Conservators see to this at once, for all the fishermen are here 
complaining very much about it? Also about the gasworks, at Matlock Bath, for 
you very frequently see a nasty scum on the water—I presume it is ammonia water 
—and no fish will feed while this is on ; in fact there are a lot of pollutions going 
into the Derwent at different places. It is no use’ breeding trout and turning them 
into the river Derwent till a lot of these pollutions are stopped. Some few weeks 
ago I asked the meaning of the word “ professional.” Would Mr. Editor kindly 
answer this, as, no doubt, it will affect these rivers much ?—Go. JAs. EATON, 


Yare (Norwich). 

Lam pleased to be able to report a very favourable change in the wind to-day. 
It is quite “fishy” in the nostrils of those who have experienced the benefit of a 
nice south-wester. We have had along spell of cold north-east, and consequently 
sport has been very moderate. Mornings and evenings have been bitterly cold, and 
the middle of the day very hot, as old Sol has been showing us his face without a 
cloud upon it. Ihave just heard of our old friend, Professor Day (who has now 
quite recovered from the effects of his unfortunate accident). He has been up to 
his old tricks, and is first to register a real good catch. According to the information 
I have received, he has had a splendid catch of bream yesterday at Cantley (near 
the Red House), and a few days ago he caught some very fine bream. Your readers 
must please understand when I say he caught them—I mean the gentleman he 
went out with, as our Professor is an instructor and tutor in more senses than one, 
and those who secure his services rarely, if ever, come in otherwise than satisfied 
with their day’s sport. Roach are now getting into condition, and your humble 
servant hopes to be successful this season in a humble endeavour to show the 
advantages of the Yare Preservation Society in preserving the larger fish for the 
legitimate angler as against the gentlemen of netting notoriety. The case of rights 
in regard to Wroxham Broad was adjourned from last Saturday until the 4th inst. 
It is creating some amount of interest, but I am afraid not in the quarters likely to 
de much good. Prospects first rate.—Roperr Moun, 

Yore (Hawes). 

Iam yery glad to hear the groan of Wensleydale, anent the netting fraternity of 
this district, has stirred up our association, and that a number of “ piles” are being 
put in to stop the poaching that has gone on only too long. We had a nice freshet 
last week, when several very nice dishes were taken with the worm. The day fol- 
lowing the fresh a few brace fell to the fly, Woodcock and Snipe Bloa being the 
most killing flies. The river is now very low, and angling almost at a standstill, 
worm fishing in clear water having no votaries in this part; but I intend to give it 
a trial one of these days. I have caught several good dishes in the Ingleton waters 
in this manner.—J, Corry. 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—The exceptionally dry weather we are haying is 
very much against the salmon and grilse fishing, and we apprehend that if it con- 
tinues much longer most sportsmen will have to leave their beats in sheer despair. 
We about this season of the year have usually very little cause to find fault with 
Jupiter Pluvius ; but this season there is a good deal more grumbling amongst 
anglers than we at all care tohear of. Tis true, indeed, that there have been great 
runs of fish up the river lately—that these fish have got well up and settled in the 
pools ; but there is not even that sport-getting among them which a moderately 
easy-to-satisfy angler might well expect. This very untoward state of matters is 
solely attributable to the low state of the river. The water is getting very warm— 
the fish fast becoming browned in consequence, and, sad to relate, getting “ potted,” 
and unwilling to rise to the fly. The lures now in vogue are very small, bright, 
shiny-looking things: for the most part; but others—and they, too, play: havoc at 
times—have an appearance the reverse of attractive.. The Green Peacock, on the 
reaches, showing the best sport at present, never fails in bright, sunshiny weather. 
We killed three good fish with it the other day in shorter time than it has taken us 
to write these notes. If for fishing in the same sort of weather a good change is 
wanted, the Black Priest provides the change. The Blue Charm more than holds its 
own as an all-round fly, nothing better can be got to fish: with in the evening 
of a bright day. The Skier tells a tale as the day deepens into dusk. ‘The Claret 
Jock, the Bumble, and the Gooseberry are well in the leading ; soalso are the Feugh 
Wasp, the Silver Doctor, and the Mallard-winged magenta-bodied fly. Double irons 
are almost entirely used, and the sizes run from 6 to 9 in the small scale, somewhat 
larger Ones being used late in the evening. There is no disappointment manifest at 
the netting stations on the river, for in ovr turns round we see that the net fisher- 
men are always doing remarkably well. Grilse preponderate, salmon being in a 
proportion of one to ten, sea-trout one to two. The average weight of the grilse is 
fast mounting up, being, it is judged, at present little short of 431b. Shots of from 
200 to 300 fish, for the day and night, have been got frequently at several stations 
during the past fortnight. Fish are particularly plentiful along the coast, and the 
sea nets are often well filled. As can readily be imagined, the river nets, owing to 
the smallness of the river’s volume, are making a clean sweep of all fish that enter 
the river, save those that run up during the weekly open time, We hope the firing 
of the big guns at the Wapinschaw will cause what they invariably dow-a heavy 
downpour of rain—W, M, pat ot 
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DUMPRIESSHIRE.—Anglers are doing well in the Nith and Annan and the tribu- 
taries of these classic streams ; indeed, to record individual baskets would bean 
unwarranted encroachment on the valuable columns of the GAZETTE. Now the 
holiday season has set in, I would advise Southron friends to. try. their luck here, 
where sport is good and the scenery splendid. In the Cairn weighty baskets of 
trout have been secured. In the Annan, Mr. Thomas Rae, a well-known angler, 
landed two beautiful trout with a small fly made up as follows: yellow silk body 
covered with hare’s ear, black red, hackle, and corncrake wing. I hear that two 
herlings were taken on Saturday near the town of Annan. This is early, and raises 
expectations that I trust may be fulfilled. Anglers in Dumfries town are disappointed 
to hear that Lord Hartington, on behalf of the War Department, has refused per- 
mission to fish for white fish in the Nith from the lands of Kingholm. A similar 
privilege was granted by the Town Council from lands belonging to the town, and I 
regret the Government has not given old statutes a more liberal reading, The 
Fleet, a good trouting river in Kirkcudbrightshire, is now open.—W. B. 


LocH RANNOGH.—Mr, Lupton, of Scarboro’, on 22nd ult., caught 101b. on river ; Mr. 
Spink, on same. date, 7lb. on river; Mr, Bartlett, of London, 5lb. on’ river ; Mr. 
Lupton, on the 23rd ult,, 8lb.,.on loch; Mr. Pink, same date, 6lb.,.on river ; Mr. 


Bartlett, 4Ib., on river ; Mr. Lupton, on the 24th ult., 101b., on loch; on the 25th, 


8lb.; on the 26th, 111b. ; Mr. Spink, 51b., on loch; Mr. Bartlett, six fish, one over 
231b., the rest above 3lb, ; Mr. Ferguson, of Edinburgh, on 26th ult., had 7lb., on 
loch, : ae ; y 


Loch. RuTHVEN (INVERNESSMIRE).—Anglers on this loch continue to be suc- 
cessful, On the 26th .ult., Mr. John Noble, Inverness, had sixty-three trout, gross 
weight, 22lb. ; and on the 30th, Mr. Andrew Noble landed a splendid trout weighing 
over.61b, . We understand this is the largest that has been caught on this loch, for 
several years. He also had, on the same day, seventy-six of a smaller size, gross 
weight, 291b. 7s. 6d. is the charge for fishing on this loch per rod per diem, not 
12s. 6d., as stated last week, 12s. 6d, being the charge for-two rods,—ANGLER, 





Locu Lrevren.—Master Houston, eleven trout, 91b.; Mr. Henderson, ten trout, 
7lb.; Mr, Vauchan, twenty-one trout, 163lb.; Mr. Barril, nine trout, 6lb.; Mr. 
Smith, ten trout, 8lb. ; Mr, Gordon, eleven.trout,111b.; Mr, Ferguson, seven trout, 
7lb, ; Messrs. Ridley, twenty-six trout, 224lb.; Mr. H. Alford, ‘sixteen trout, 15Ib.; 
Mr. Smith, eighteen trout, 141b.; Mr. Vauchan, fifteen trout, 1441b.; Capt. 
Middleton, fifteen trout, 13lb.; Messrs. Ridley, thirty-four {trout, 2331b,; Messrs, 
Ridley and Potter, thirteen trout, 133lb.—G. P. L. M. 

TWEED AND TEVvioT.—Although we have nothing to brag of during the past week 
in the way of salmon or trout angling, yet the takes of the latter species of the finny 
tribe have been very fair, as the following will show :—On Wednesday last, on the 
Tweed, fishing with creeper and worm, Mr. Thompson, Ford Cottage, Kelso, killed 
101b. of trout ; and on the same day, on the same river, Mr. George Thompson had a 
good basket with worm. On Thursday, on the Tweed, Mr. D. Brown killed four 
trout which weighed 511b.; and on Friday he had also a good basket ; while on 
Saturday his kill was 74lb. On Saturday, Mr. T, MacKenzie, on the Teviot, had 
about 5lb. On the Bowmont, a basket of between '10lb. and 12lb. was got by a 
Kelsonian, and Mr. Bell, on the Glen, had between 91b. and 10lb.. On Monday, on 
the Teviot, Messrs. Lees, sen. and jun., had an excellent basket between them ; 
and on the same river yesterday, Mr. G. Lees, jun., had 5lb. On the 
Henderside- water, on Monday, one salmon of 8lb. was got, while one 
of the same weight was killed on ‘Tuesday. Little was done on Wed- 
nesday. The following is a report of the Hownam and Border Angling Club’s annual 
competition :—The annual competition of this club took place on Saturday. The 
hours of fishing were from,7 a.m. till 3 p.m., while trout were restricted to those 
over Gin. in length. The waters were exceptionally small and the wind exceedingly 
high, consequently some of the experienced anglers of the club were completely 
baffled, Notwithstanding these disadvantages, a greater number of haskets were 
weighed than at any former competition. No competitor was allowed to take more 
than one prize, hence the prizes for heaviest dozen, half-dozen, and single trout were 
taken with weights considerably under the average. The following is the prize 
list :—1, Robert Oliver (Coquet), 101k. 30z., club rod; 2, John Fletcher (Usaway), 
8lb. 130z. ; 3, Thomas Cuthbert (Coquet), 71b. 100z., flask, given by Mr. Forrest, Jed- 
burgh. Heaviest dozen : John Young (Jedburgh), 21b. 120z., basket and belt. Half- 
dozen : William Gray (Kale), 1lb. 120z., reel. Single trout: John Scott (Coquet), 
640z., prize given by Mr. J. Grey, Jedburgh. Greatest number of trout : David Lockie 
(Hownam Mains Burn), 38, hook book, given by Mr. John Fletcher, Gateshaw. The 
members and their friends afterwards dined together, and spent an angler’s jolly 
evening. Tweed salmon fishings :—The produce last week showed a slight improve- 
ment, principally in trout, for which this is usually the best time of the year. 
Grilse have also slightly increased in numbers, but the catch of these is far below 
what it ought to be. Salmon, comparatively speaking, are scarce ; but on the whole 
the catches up to the present have been better this season than they were last year. 
Prices have fallen as much as 4d. per lb., and on Saturday salmon were 1s. 4d., 
grilse 1s. 3d.,and trout 1s. per lb. At the corresponding period last year they were 
respectively 1s. 6d. for salmon, 1s. 3d. for grilse, and 1s. 1d. for trout. Weather 
bright and fine, with wind from the north-east, and rising glass.—_MAXWHEEL, 
Kelso. 

TWEED AND TEvior.—Anglers have during the past week had fairly good success, 
but another week of drought has made the waters run low, the best takes got during 
the week being by Mr. W. Weatherston, Kelso, who on the Hime water on the 
Tweed has had several baskets of from 5lb. up to 8lb. and 91b., one of his trout—a 
regular beauty—weighing fully 431b. On the Tweed, at Banff Mill, Mr.T. Stewart had 
a basket of 12lb., and many other baskets, of from 51b. up to Slb., have been killed, 
On the Teviot, Mr. John Maxwell had between 71b, and 81b. on Saturday. On both 
rivers Mr. D. Brown has had good baskets with worm, some of his individual trout 
scaling 11b. each and over. Many other baskets of from 5lb. and upwards have been 
killed on the various streams in the district ; but on the whole a rattling good flood 
is much needed to clear out the beds of the rivers. Salmon angling is of course 
nearly nil, although one fish-was killed by Mr. C. Kerss on the Sprouston water 
yesterday (Wednesday). To-day the wind is southerly, with a bright sun, and ex- 
ceedingly hot. There seems no chance of rain, the glass being high and steady— 
MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


Perte Ancuinc CLus Comprtrtion.—(1) D. Hunter, 18lb. 100z.; (2) Sergt.- 
Major Knight, 141b. 802. ; (3) W. Wilson, 13lb. 1loz. ; (4) Mr. Murdoch, 9b. 80z. ; 
(5) J. Rutherford, 3lb. 40z.; six heaviest trout, Mr. Farmer, 2lb. 120z,.— 
G.P. i. M. 





IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND. LougcH Mstvin, Co. DonEGAL.— During the beginning of the 
past week the weather improved a good deal ; but, unfortunately, it did not last 
long, for on Thursday the wind went back to the north-east, and was very cold. 
Tlowever, this did not stop the fish from rising freely, but it made them come 


short, so that a great number were lost. ‘The following are the particulars for the 
Ervie for the past week :—Mr. H. Seton Karr, twenty-five salmon and grilse, 
weighing from 171b. to 3lb.; Mr. D. H. Glynn, seventeen, from 10lb. to 5Ib, sais P. 
Cooper, seventeen, from 13lb. to 4ib.; Mr. H. J. Simonds, ten, from 8lb. to ay 
Major Heygate, eleven, from 91b. to 51b. ; Mr. E. P. Bates, fifteen, from 181b. to 51b. ; 
Mr, BE. Houlgrave, eight, from 221b. to 51b.; Mr. J. G. T. Coddington, in two Bye, 
four, from 641b. to 51b. ; Mr, J. Colqguhoune, on the 22nd ult., got one salmon 0 

16lb, ; General Dowell, on the same day, two grilse, of 8zlb. and 6lb. Total taken 
with the rods in the week, 100 fish, But few anglers are now fishing on Lough 
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Melvin, and but one salmon and nine grilse were taken there last week,—M., ROGAN, 
Ballyshannon, 


BALLYNAHINCH FrsHERY.—Since last Thursday Col. Biden and Col, Beresford 
were the only two rods on above. . Col. Biden, on the 25th ult., one salmon, 7lb., and 
one sea-trout, 2lb. ; the first trout killed this season. On the 26th, he had seven 
grilse, all under 7lb.; on the 27th, two, 7b. and 10lb. weight; on the 29th, one, 
6lb.; on the 30th, five salmon, all under 101b., and three sea-trout, weighing about 
6lb. Col. Beresford, on the 25th, three grilse ; on the 27th, seven salmon, all under 
101b. ; on the 29th, one; and on the 30th, two, 731b. and 101b. ; and same date, Mr. 
James one, 8ilb. There is still a great deal of salmon, and trout are now showing 
well. We haye every prospect of a real good season for both salmon and trout, 
owing to the nets all being taken off this season and wholly left to anglers.— 
WALTER BLACKADDER. 


River Moy AND LAKES, BALLINA.—The past week was very fair for angling, 
although the river islow. A strong wind raised a good ripple on the water, and the 
fish rose somewhat better andnotsoshort. On the 26th ult., Mr. Walter Scott killed one 
grilse 8lb., and fourteen trout weighing 1931b. ; Mr. Boyde, two grilse ; Mr. Adaims, 
two grilse ; Mr. ©. G. Howsley, two grilse ; Mr. Barker, two grilse and four trout ; 
Signora Folia, two grilse. 27th ult. Mr. Boyde, three grilse ; Mr. C. G. Howsley, two 
grilse ; Mr. Hoffman, two grilse ; Signora Folia, two grilse. 29th ult. Mr. Eken- 
stien, four grilse ; Mr. Boyde, two ; Mr. Hoffman, one ; Signor Folia, two. 30th ult. 
Mr. Ekenstien, five grilse ; Signor Folio, four ; Mr. Boyde, three ; Mr.C, G. Howsley, 
two; Mr. Frank H., two. This was a very good day for angling, and many salmon 
and grilse were hooked, played, and lost. My son, just eleven years old, hooked and 
killed his first salmon on this day. The fish weighed 11lb. River full of fish, both 
salmon and sea trout; very many of the latter have come up the river this last 
week.— FRANK HEARNS, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, ] 





A NOTE FROM NEWBURY. 


Str,—The fishing here has not been very good the last week; the only takes 
worthy of mention were four chub, taken in the public water by the Bridge 
Brewery—one 231b., two 3lb., and one 21b, ; in the old river, one perch 231b., one eel 
2lb.. the two latter by Master J. Sexton, of Mornington-crescent, London. The 
water being drawn very low at Ham Mills on Saturday evening, T. Alder, of 
Northbrook-street, caught a fine eel with his hand weighing 41b.—I am, &c., a 

E. M, 





RECIPE FOR CURING TROUT WANTED. 


S1n,—I should be very much obliged to anyone who will kindly give a recipe for 
curing trout. 

I believe it can be done in the same way as salmon are kippered. I wish to know 
of some process which may be commenced when the fish are caught, and which will 
preserve them a month or two. Any information on the subject will much oblige. 
—I am, &e., J. H. WIMBUSH. 

Leigh House, Hampstead-heath, S.W. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM.—SKULLDRAGGING BARBEL. 


Sin,—Angling, for the beginning of the week, was very poor, the weather being 
so cold and wet. A rise coming on Thursday, rather better sport was obtained. In 
the Weston water afew barbel were taken, Mr. F. West killing a couple. Mr. Ley 
hooked a salmon with dace tackle; as he was using a salmon-rod, the result was a 
smash, <A friend of mine caught a splendid lot of perch on Wednesday, running 
from 11b. to 13lb. each, in a private pond at Papplewick. The best sport during the 
week has been amongst the eels, both at Beeston and Colwick, Mr. Smith taking a 
nice lot on Saturday. A lot of barbel have been taken by means of what we call 
skulldragging, both in the neighbourhood of Nottingham and Shardlow. A 
Derby angler showed me a tackle they had been using that he had fished up. It 
is time the attention of the water-bailiffs was drawn to such unsportsmanlike 
proceedings, as they injure so many fish they don’t get.—I am, &c., TAN 

June 29th. 





TROUT CHOKED BY A DOG, 


S1r,—From your * Answers to Correspondents,” I gather that “F. R. W.” inquires 
about the possibility of a 1}1b. trout taking a sparrow. What would he think of the 
inclosed? It is taken from ‘“ All about Derbyshire,” by Edward Bradbury, published 
by R. Keene, Derby.—I am, &ce., S. HOWARTH. 

Here is the extract :— 

“Tn the May of 1881 I happened to see a trout that had been taken in the Wye 
under circumstances that are worth recording. An ang'er’s attention was aroused 
by a large fish rising to the surface and then sinking with something in its mouth, 
which it seemed unable to swallow. After some difficulty, a landing-net was got 
underneath it, and the fish landed, when it proved to be an immense trout. The 
size of this altogether exceptional fish was twenty-six inches in length and 
sixteen in girth. Its weight was 82lb. The fish was photographed and sent to the 
Duke of Rutland, as the largest trout ever taken from the Wye. He was well 
known to anglers, was this trout, but no bait was ever able to ‘fetch’ him. He 
mude sport of the sportsmen. Guess how he came by his death? Somebody had 
been drowning blind puppies, and the trout choked himself by trying to swallow 
one. I have heard of trout eating full-grown frogs with the relish of a French 
gourmand ; but for freshwater fish to resemble Chinamen, and go in for ‘dogee- 
dogee,’ isa new departure.” 


FISHING NEAR ABERYSTWITH. 


Sir,—Can anyone give me information about the fishing near Aberystwith ? And 

also say whether the place can be recommended as bracing ?—I am, &c., 
CAROLUS, 

[Aberystwith is certainly bracing, so is Barmouth. “The Anglers’ Diary” says 
of the fishing at Aberystwith : “ On the Rheidol and the Ystwth. Hotel, Queen’s. 
Ystwth is polluted by lead mines; Rheidol comparatively pure. Salmon, trout; a 
few bass are sometimes taken with a fly between this and Borth ; also mackerel and 
gurnet. Fourteen miles off is the Devil’s Bridge. A coach leaves Aberystwith every 
morning at 7.30, returning at 3 o’clock. There is an hotel here, the Hafod Arms ; 
trout in the river. There are some small lakes up in the mountains, two miles from 
the Dyffryn Castle Hotel, which lies 14 miles from Aberystwith. These lakes belong 
to J. Bonsall, Esq., of Dole, who often gives permission. The fish run very large, 
Also the lakes which supply Aberystwith with water ; fishing free.”—ED. | 


BANK ANGLING AT WINDSOR. 


Srr,—Could you inform me whether the fishing at Windsor (Thames) is free to 
anglers on Sundays? Also the name, &c., of any stretch near there that can be 
fished from the bank ?—I am, &c., 

Kingsland. W. H. Leace. 

forks Hee of the Thames at Windsor is free to bank anglers on the towing-path 
side,—ED, 


THE “DULCIS” HAT. 

S1r,—The first page of your issue for some weeks past has contained an adyertise- 
ment of the “ Dulcis” Fishing Helmet; but we are not informed of the name of 
the maker. I, wanting sucha hat, have vainly applied to various hatters—“ Fashion - 
able ” and other—only to receive the reply, “ Never heard of such an ’at.” Perhaps 
you can induce the maker no longer to hide his light under a bushel, but to give his 
name to the public.—I am, &c., 

Sherborne. PIKE. 


[ We think our correspondent’s hatter can get it from Messrs. West and Co., 30, 
Poultry, London, E.C.—ED. | 


TROUTING IN THE TEES ABOUT MIDDLETON-IN-TEESDALE, 
BIRKDALE, &c. 


S1r,—As I hope soon to spend a short time on the banks of the above for the first 
time, I shall feel very grateful if any of your readers will give me the benefit of 
their experience as to flies mostly used, seasons, times, &c. Also asto the water, 
average size of fish, &c., and any other particulars of interest to an angler? 
“ Forewarned is forearmed.’’—I am, Xc., Wo. H. Brown. 

Vulcan-terrace, Taunton-road, Ashton-under-Lyne. 





A QUERY ABOUT LOCH AWE, 


S1r,—Will any angler who has fished Loch Awe inform me if good sport can be had 
at theend of August with either trout, pike, or perch? Which partof the loch is 
best, and can lodgings and a boat be had on reasonable terms?—H. W. 

37, Briggate, Leeds. 


THE EDEN AND ENNERSDALE LAKE. 


Srr,—I should be glad of any information respecting permission to fish on the 
river Eden, in Cumberland, and on Ennersdale Lake ; also respecting the nature of 
the fishing in these two waters, and the most suitable methods in August ?—I 
am, &e., C. F. BURTOFT. 

St. Agnes-villas, Headingley, Leeds, June 18th. 

[The “Angler's Diary” states that there is sea-trout, salmon, and brown trout 
fishing inthe Eden. Will some readers who know a little more than this kindly 
send particulars ?—Ep. | 





THAMES WEIRS. 

Sr1r,—As a club angler, I beg to protest against the charge proposed for fishing 
from the Thames weirs. I belong to a club that individually contributes to Thames 
preservation, and supports an Association that also contributes to its utmost capacity. 
There is no excuse for making such a charge, except to keep the best fishing in the 
hands of rich men. A member of any club or association that supports the T.A.P.S. 
should, on production of his ticket and subscription card to show he is a financial 
member of such club, &c., be allowed to fish the weirs free, J trust every possible 
opposition will be offered to the charge being levied, except on outsiders who do 
nothing to support angling, and the proceeds of such tax should go for preserving 
the river.—I am, &c., A. J. MARRIOTT. 

[The charge certainly acts in favour of the rich and against the poor angler. We 
hope Mr. Marriott’s letter will get the attention it deserves.—ED. | 


MACNEEF’S PEARL GLASS. 

S1r,—Many wish for particulars regarding the pearl glass I speak of. Itis a tin 
dish, shaped in form like a coffee-pot, 6in. deep, Sin. in diameter at the foot, tapering 
to the top, say, about 63in. A handle is attached, then tin. from the lower edge on 
the inside a flange or rim of tin is soldered all round for the glass to rest on when 
fitted in, and a small piece of thin sheet lead soldered on in two or three places to 
fold down, and so keep the glass from falling out after it is laid on the flange, with 
white lead. Common window-glass does perfectly well. On very bright days a 
black cloth should be attached to go over the head, if fishing very deep water.—I am, 
&e., JAMES MACNEE. 

Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B. - 


THE L.B. &8.0.R. AND THE PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

S1r,—A question for the Anglers’ Associations, and another for the L.B, & S.C. 
Railway Company re privileges said to be obtained on the London, Brighton, 
and South Coast Railway. :— , 

Question one.—Will London anglers next season take up the tickets (I mean 
privilege tickets) at an extra charge that only allows Sunday anglers to travel at 
the same fares as the ordinary public—namely, Horley, 2s. 8d. (see this year’s time- 
table, L.B. & S.C. Railway, page 15)? 

I, amongst others, notice very few anglers patronise stations upon this line, at 
prices exceeding 2s. 8d. (twopence over the old price to P.and A.) Six visited Amber- 
ley onthe first Sunday ; nine mustered to come home yesterday. Hven the station-master 
looks disgusted or surprised. Miles and miles of water practically fenced against 
the poor working men, that can only afford a trifle and their one day a week. 

Second question.—How can the shareholders afford to lose so many half-crowns ? 

Third, for the Associations to. answer.—Will the L.B. & 8.C.R. Co. grant anglers 
privileges next season, or prefer to run excursions themselyes, at a price to bring 
back their old friends that are spreading themselves about over the 150 stations that 
are now upon the Associations’ list—too many stations and too few working anglers 
to pay? I think excursion trains will, in the long run, pay the Company the best.— 
Iam, &c., F, PEACHEY, 

38, St. John-street. 





CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIALS, 


Since the opening of the season the following members have weighed in a few 
fish :—June 17th, Mr. Penn, bream 11lb. 30z., roach 9}0z.; Mr. Morris, bream 
101b. 1330z., roach 21b. 20z, June 21st, Mr. Penn, bream 11b. 13}0z. ; W. Long, perch 
1lb. 140z.; Mr. White, bream 15}0z., roach 340z.; Mr. J. Ingram, roach 4oz. June 
24th, Mr. Norris, bream 1lb. 15}0z., roach 1430z. June 28th, Mr. Walter, bream 
4lb. 7}0z., roach 7}0z.; Mr. H. Long, roach 130z., dace 1230z.; Mr. J. Ingram, 
roach llb. 430z.; Mr. W. Long, perch 7oz.; Mr. Jones, dace 430z. July 
Ist, Mr. Morris, bream 41b. 80z., roach 60z.; Mr. Penn, bream 3lb. 1l4oz, 
On June 21st we started from our head-quarters and went by road to 
Dagenham, and competea for several prizes given—lst, Mr. Burwash, 
won by Mr. Penn; 2nd, Mr. Penn, won by Mr. White ; 3rd, Mr. Rogers, of the Sir 
Hugh Myddleton, won by Mr. J. Ingram ; 4th, Mr. Davis, was not won, and the 10s, 
that was given, open to all that went by the van, was won by the following gentle- 
men: Mr. Penn, Ist; Mr. Franklin, 2nd; and Mr. White, third. There was a 
gentleman that weut with us, and gave his name in as Jolly Grant, of the Rodney 
Piscatorials, who got about 10lb. of fish, but disqualified himself from competing 
in the prizes, and when we got home, he being jolly, challenged any one of our 
members to fish a match for 10s. aside, and promised to come up on the Wednesday 
following to bind the match, but did not fulfil. I am happy to say there are three 
members waiting with their money totake him onif he feels inclined, P.S.—The 
members compete this month (July) for Mr. H. Long’s prize, the gross weight of 
roach to win ; and Mr. Davis’s prize, the gross weight of all fish to win. N.B.—A 
very important meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 8th, to discuss and 
settle Rule 13, and to arrange the prizes given by our late Host, Mr. Caddell, of the 
Crown Tavern, when I hope to see all the members present by 9 o’clock sharp.—W. 
H, BuRWASH, JUN., sec, ‘ 


JuLy 4, 1885.} 
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; LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 
We hada good meeting last week, and it was decided to have our next competition 


on Thursday, July 9th, in Ellesmere Lake and neighbouring canal. 


We shall 


travel by the L. and N.-W. Railway, leaving Lime-street station at 7.20 a.m. 
Return fare, 4s. 6d. Members will receive the usual circulars with full particulars. 


R. WoouFraut, hon. sec. 








40 Years. 





|ANCHESTER 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Members of the above were out on the 28th ult., and had some very good takes, 


but not from Horley. 


Mr. F. Penton, 13lb. 120z. of roach and tench ; 


Mr. J. Payne, 


6lb. 640z. of bream; Mr. F. Beak, 41b. 507. of roach and bream; Mr. J. Currans, 


. 3lb. 830z. of bream ; Mr. J. Divers, 1lb. 430z. of bream. 


Several members visited the 


Medway, but returned with a blank.—H. Tyrer. 


is 





Established 
40 Years. 








MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILKE LINE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER. 


Sole Inventors of the 16-PLAIT ENAMEL WIRE CENTRE LINE, for 


Tested Fourteen 


TAPER SALMON AND TROUT LiHES 


As 
ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


Years ago by Captain Dunbar 


Brander, 


Elgin, John Hotchkis, 


Esq 
TA 


Crickhowell, 


Salmon and Trout 
&e. 


MADE ON THE 


NOEM WHIP PRINCIPLE. 


These Taper Lines are used by all noted anglers on all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind, Warranted to 
remain strong after five years’ use, and re-dress equal to new at a nominal cost. Hundreds of Testimonials that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in the 


world. 
application. 

















Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 
Address, “COTTON TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER.” 


All faulty lines replaced with new ones. As our Samples are of some value, two stamps must be sent with 














WM, S, KIMBALL & €0,, 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 
EXCELSIOR CIGARETTES & TOBACCO 
CLOTH OF GOLD CIGARETTES, 


The finest Virginia Cigarette ever #4" 2 
produced. For purity and excellence our Cigarettes 





and Tobacco are unsurpassed, They are the most 
popular of all the American Brands. 


SOLD IN ALL PARTS 


OF THE WORLD. 


WHOLESALE ONLY BY 


ADOLPH FRANKAU & CO., 
121, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 





TROUSERS, 
STOCKINGS, 
WADERS & 

BROGUES. 


Prince of Wales's 


SMOKING 


MIXTURE 
CIGARETTES 


(REGISTERED). 





Sole Manufacturers— 


FRYER and COULTMAN, 
ANDERSON, ANDERSUN, & ANDERSON'S 


FISHING 
WATERPROOEFS aso ates 


COATS, 
JACKETS, 
CAPHS, 


AWARDED ONLY GOLD MEDAL AND SPECIAL PRIZE AT THE 
I, H. E, FOR FISHING GOODS, 


Indiarubper and 
Oilskin 
Manufacturers, 


37, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C. 


AN EXTRAORDINARY LURE. \HaRRIS’s CRYSTAL ROACH HOOKS. 


KING’S NATURAL 
BAIT 


(REGISTERED) 


Surpasses all others in its results; has earned the | ¢Ver seen. 


FISHING GAZETTE Notice, March 7, 1885 :— 

“Mr. TOM HARRIS, Fishing Tackle Maker, 7, 
Berkeley-street, Gloveester, sends us some of the 
nicest roach hooks (*‘Crystal,’ ‘Sneck,’ and 
‘Round Bend’) on fine drawn gut, that we have 
The fault of the ‘Crystal’ hook is that 


approbation of all anglers, being admitted by | it is frequently made too large for roach fishing— 
them to be most enticing for all bottom fish, and | these are just right. 


one that never disappoints. 
OF TACKLE DEALERS IN PACKETS, 
8d., 6d., and 1s. each. 
Wholesale by Allcock and Co. ; Harrison, Bartleet 
and Co,; Woodfield and Sons, Redditch, and others. 


WM. KING, 1, New Roan, Com- 
MERCIAL Roap, Lonpon, FE. 


Gossamer Gut Lines, 3 yards tapered, 8d. each. 
Crystal and all other hooks to match lines, 9d. per 
doz. Superior Trout Flies, to Gossamer Gut, 1s. 6d. 
per doz. Best Chub Flies, ls, 6d. per doz. The 
Marston Trout Rods, made of Greenheart, 17s. 6d, 
and 21s, The patent “Sliced’’ Hooks, to best gut, 
ls. per doz.—T. H. being a practical angler, can 
with confidence recommend any article supplied. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST, THE 
SPARKLE OF THE STREAM, 


FOREST and STREAM. 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting. 


Tuer Forest anp STREAM haga very extensive circula- ! 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantiy growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life, 
field experiences, and original observations in Natural 


History. Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

Tne weekly numbers of the Forrest anp STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
600 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forrest anp Srream PusBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Subscription Agents for Great Britain : 

Messrs. Sasarson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London 
who can supply specimen copies. 





Important to Anglers 
THE MAGNEE PATENT 


Prepared Fish Scale Fly, 


3d. each, on Drawn Gut. 

From article on “Fishing near Canter- 
bury,” in the FISHING GAZETTE, by 
R. B. Marston, Esq. 

“T set great store by these flies now, as I find 
they will kill when nothing else will.” 

N.B.—To guard the public against spurious imi- 
tations, these flies are done up in half-dozens and 
dozens, each box containing J. Macnee’s name in- 
side and Patent No, 4447 on cover, without which 
none are genuine. 


Sole English Agents— 
Messrs. BERNARD, London; FOSTER, 
Ashbourne ; WALTON, Richmond, 


Yorks. 
Sole cotch Agent-— 
Messrs. ANDERSON, Edinburgh. 


OR DIRECT FROM INVENTOR, 
JAMES MACNEE, 
BOHALLY, PITLOCHRY, N.B, 


LOCH RANNOCH & LOCH TUMMEL FLIES, 


S. BIGG; 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE 
MAKER, 


27, RUSSELL STREET, 
COVENT GARDEN, 


Excellence with Economy. 
LOW_PRICES FOR CASH. 


CANADA. 


FOR SALE, FARM OF 
212 ACRES, 


Situated on Mary Lake. 20 cleared. 





Large new 
frame house on lake shore, stone ceilars, stables ; 
near village, church, P.O., telegraph, and station. 
Healthy climate, beautiful scenery, boating, fish- 
ing, shooting, and deer hunting. Immediate pos- 
session. Price, £600.—W. T, OPENSHAW, Port 
Sydney, Muskoka, Ontario. 





ie VOICE IMPROVER.—AIl 
Song Birds sing the praise of TIMOTHY 
BRIGDEN’s celebrated prepared NASTURTIUM 
OFFICINALE. The above preparation clears and 
strengthens the Voice, cures Colds and Asthma, 
so prevalent amongst all kinds of Song Birds, Sold 
in packets, 6d. and 1s, each. Wholesale and 
retail of the proprietor, 


TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S., 


Dealer in all kinds of 
Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c., 


for the Aquarium. 


52, KING WILLIAM STREET, 





THE 


GREAT REMEDY 


For HEADACHE, SEA, or BILIOUS 
SICKNESS, CONSTIPATION, IN- 
DIGESTION, LASSITUDE, LOW 
SPIRITS, HEARTBURN, AND 
FEVERISH COLDS. Prevents and 
Quickly Relieves or Cures the worst 





form of TYPHUS, SCARLET, 
JUNGLE, and other FEVERS, 


PRICKLY HEAT, SMALL POX, 
MEASLES, ERUPTIVE or SKIN 
COMPLAINTS, and various other 
altered CONDITIONS of the BLOOD, 


“Tt 


‘SAVED iY LIFE, 


for the Fever had obtained a strong hold on me 
Inafew days I was quite well.’—Extract from 
letter of C, Fitzgerald, Esq., formerly Correspon- 
dent of the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN in Albania 
ceferring to 


LAMPLOUGH’S 
PYRETIC SALINE. 


Sold by all Chemists in Bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s, 8d., 
lls., and 21s. each, 


H, LAMPLOUGH, 113, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, E.C, 


TO SPORTSMEN. 








WATERPROOF BOOTS 
Maite of the Old-fashioned Bark Tanned Leather, 
18s., 21s., 25s., 27s., 80s., 85s.. 428. per pair, 
HIGH-LEG WATERPROOF BOOTS, of great use 
upon some waters to Anglers who do not use 
Waders. 380s. per pair. 

Send old boot for size. 

HATTON BROS. and CO., 15, St. Peter-street, 
Hereford. 


WANSTEAD, ESSEX, 
FISHING TO LET. 


Limited number of Subscribers required for fish- 
ing in Fight Acres of Strictly Preserved Water, 
known as the “Basin,” plentifully stocked with 
Tench, Carp, Roach, Pike, and Eels. 

Twenty Minutes from Fenchurch Street and 
Liverpool Street Stations. For terms, apply to 


J. W. SIMMONS, 
62, WELLESLEY ROAD, WANSTEAD. 


DERBYSHIRE. 


Country Apartments now vacant, 
beautifully situated, three miles from 
Dove Dale, and two from Ashbourne. 
Free fishing over three miles, Few cows 
kept. Term or permanency. 


MiSs SMITH, 
Mayfield Grange, Ashbourne. 


WANTED TO HIRE, 


For a Few Weeks this Month, 
A GOOD PUNT 


On the UPPER THAMES, with Well 
and Lockers. Suitable for sculling pre- 
ferred: State lowest price. Address— 


W., “Fishing Gazette” Office. 





THE FISHING 


GAZETTE. 


[Jury 4, 1885. 
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TROUT OVA & FRY. 


SEASON 1884-5. 

Orders booked at the following low rates :— 
OVA SALMO FARIO........ 20s. to 80s. per 1000 
LEVENENSIS do. ,, do. 

4 ” FONTINALIS do. ,, do. ,, 
FRY SALMO FARIO **''** 80s. ,, 408. 
LEVENENSIS do. 
*  FONTINALIS do. ,, do. ,, 
YEARLINGS £2 per 100, £15 per 1,000. 
Hatching Apparatus and Fishing 
Tackle of all kinds supplied. 
THE “MARSTON” FLY-ROD, 17s. 6d. 
and 21s. 
BEST TROUT FLIES, 2s. per doz. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out. 
ADDRESS : 


THOMAS FORD, 


MANOR : FISHERY 4 
Caistor, Lincolnshire, 


“ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 different flies with ways 
of manufacture and seasons of use. ; 
N.B.—Certain kinds of Coarse Fish supplied. 


NEW FISHING JACKET 


AS RECOMMENDED BY 
MR. KELSON, 


Supplied only by W. SHINGLETON, 
TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 
60, New Bond Street, LONDON, 


” ” 


” 





Prices and Particulars upon Application. 


—————— 
J. BERNARD AND SON, 
Manufacturers of Salmon, Mahseer, Trout 
and all other kinds of Rods of the very 
best quality. A large Stock of Salmon 
and Trout Flies for all parts. Winches, 
Lines, Rods, and Tackle. 
Salmon and Trout Flies dressed to order 
Kelson’s Gaff. 
Liberal Terms to Shippers. 
5, CHURCH PLACE, PICCADILLY, 
LONDON. 
(Agents for the MacNee Pike Scale Flies.) 


FISHING RODS—AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “ FISHING GAZETTE ” 


GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 

Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 
* We want nothing better than his finest, on which 
we have this season killed a 2lb. trout, a 2lb, 
tench, a 2Ib. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, ona 
stif rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly 
season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1883, . 

See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec. 
17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; and March 
8th, 1884, 

LINES.—Gut, 8 yards, 38d., 4d., and 6d. each 
FISHING GAZETTE Gossamer Gut, Tapered, 8d. 
each ; Salmon, 3 yards, 8d. to 1s, 9d., twisted do. 
1s. 6d. ; Hair, 3 yards, 3d. and 4d.; Nottingham 
silk twist, 10 yards, 3d.; stout, 4d. Best 8-plait 
Silk, 25 yards, ls., 1s. 38d., and ls. 6d.; prepared 
20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d.per yard. Prepared Salmon 
Lines, 1} yard, 8s. 6d.100 yards. Good Gut, 12in., 
1s. per hank, about 100 strips, 14in., ls. 6d.; 
Gossamer Gut, 10in., 2s. 6d.; 12in., 3s. 6d. ; 14in., 
4s, 6d. 

HOOKS.—Crystal, and other Hooks on Best 
Gut or Hair, 6d. doz.; on Gossamer Gut, 8d. Hel 
Hooks, 6d. 100. Kendal 1s. 100. 

FLIES.—Trout, lld. doz., on Gossamer Gut, 
1s. 2d.; chub 14d. each, 1s. 2d. doz,; May 
Flies, cork bodies, 2d. each, 1s. 8d. doz. Devons, 
Totnes, or Minnows, from 6d, each ; Twisted Gut 
Traces and Tapered Gossamer Gut Traces, 4 swivels, 
used with or without lead, ls. each; gimp do., 10d. 


each. 

RODS.—Good 3-joint rod, 1s., rung, 1s. 8d., rung, 
winch fittings, 1s, 9d. and 2s.; Bamboo roach and 
bream rods, pack in 3, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s.; 18ft., 8s. 6d.; 
20ft., 10s. 6d. Hollow butt fly rods, 4 joints, 12ft., 
two tops, 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., and 15s. 6d, The 
** Marston ” Trout Rod, 17s. 6d. and 21s. 

WINCHES.—Brass, 2hin., ls. 9d.; bronze check 
Qhin., 3s. 6d. ; 3in., 5s. Bronze best make Salmon 
or Trout Reels, 2hin., 5s. 6d.; 3in., 7s. 6d.; 34in., 
9s. 6d.; 4in., 12s. 6d, Four-line winder box centre, 
8d. and 10d.; rosewood, 1s. 8d, TF ull-sized leather 
fiy books, from 1s. 8d. Tackle books from 6d. to 
5s, each. FISHING GAZETTE Twisted Gossamer 
Gut top casts, 14} yard, Is. each. See notice in 
FISHING GAZETTE, May 10, 1884. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, 
Lines, &c., 1s. 9d. each; post free, 2s. Seenotice 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24, 1885. 

Postage extraon all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH 
ROAD, 8.W.,, 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


ONEY.—UNION DEPOSIT BANK, 
No. 17, King William Street, Charing Cross, 
London, W.C. Established 1867. Capital, £225,000. 
Reserve, £120,000, ADVANCES made without de- 
ductions, for short or long periods, in sums of £20 
to £2,000, on personal security, furniture, stock-in- 
trade (without removal) ; also deeds, life policies, 
at 5 per cent., without mortgage expenses, from 1 
to 10 years, Prospectus gratis, or post free on 
application (personal visit preferred) ROBERT 
P. HART,Manager. N.B.—No fees. No sureties, 
First letter of applicant immediately attended to. 
Special terms for country loans. Distance no ob- 
fect, Easy repayments, and no genuine applica- 
tion refused. A gentleman sent from the bank to 
carry out all arrangements. 


BLATR’S 


GOUT 
PILLS. 








GOUT OR RHEUMATISM, 
The excruciating pain is 
quickly relieved and cured 
in a few days by this cele- 
brated Medicine, 
Sold by all Chemists at 
1s, 14d, and 28 9d, per box, 





THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


ANGLERS REQUIRING GOOD, SOUND, AND 
CHEAP 
RODS, REELS, LINES, AND TACKLE, 
Should write to that Practical Angler 
and Rod Maker, 


JOHN W. MARTIN, 


THE “TRENT OTTER,” 
4 and 5, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, 
LOVERS’ LANE, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS. 


‘SPECIALITIES ” FOR THE COMING SEASON. 
The Trent Otter’s ‘* Special’? Nottingham roach, 
chub, barbel, and pike rods, 11 and 12ft. long, safety 
rings, superior finish, and perfect action, in parti- 
tion case, price only 6s.6d. each. These rods are 
equal to any half-guinea rods sold. _— 

Do., with “Bell’s Life” rings, stoppers, partition 
case, and very superior finish, 9s. each. 

First quality Nottingham solid star back reels, 
Sin. $s, 6d., 3din. 4s., din. 4s. 6d., 43in.5s. The best 
in the market. ‘ ‘ P 

Very first quality Nottingham silk twist lines 
(selected)—roach, 80yds., 1s. 6d. ; 40yds., 9d. Chub 
and barbel, 80yds., 1s, 6d. ; 40yds., 9d. 

Superior complete outfits, 10s. 6d, 12s., 15s. 6d., 
20s., and 26s, each. 

BUY OF A PRACTICAL ANGLER & MAKER 
AND SAVE 80 PER CENT. 

New Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue for the 
coming season now ready, and will be sent post 
free to any address. 


THE USK. 


For Salmon and Trout Fishing. Acknowledged 
Premier River in England. 

Anglers contemplating a visit to this far-famed 
stream, and who may be desirous of obtaining 
genuine information as to Fishing Locality, 
Quarters, &c., should address letters to 

JAMES WILLIAMS, 
No. 2, CASTLE PARADE, USK. 

J. W. supplies Fishing Trousers, Stockings, 
Special Made Brogues, Salmon Baits, Reels, Lines, 
and other accessories required by the angler, None 
but the best of goods at reasonable prices for cash, 

Patronised by all the leading sportsmen and ex- 
pert anglers of the day. 

The only true and correct pattern Coracle, or 
Ancient Fishing?Boat of the Britons, made on the 
spot and supplied. 

NOTE THE ADDRESS. 


R, ALL ABOUT FLOTATION. 
By F. W. Brewster, M.A., 
Trin. Coll. Cam. A book ALL 
should read, whether they can 
swim or not. Of speciai import- 
ance to Parents and Guardians. 
Crown 8vo., cloth extra, price 
2s. 6d. post free, from the special 
Agency :—S. E. HOLLAND, 93, 
Regent-st., W.; 

Or of the Publishers, 
ROBERTS and LEETH, Lime- 
street-square, H.C. 

And all Booksellers. 


Wonderful Medicine. 


BEECHAM’S PILLS 


Are admitted by 
thousands to be 
worth a Guinea a 
Box for bilious 
and nervous dis- 
orders, such as 
wind and pain in 
the stomach, sick 
headache, _ giddi- 
ness, fulness, and 
swelling after 
meals, dizziness 
and drowsiness, 
cold chills, flush- 
ings of heat, loss 
of appetite, short- 
ness of breath, 
costiveness, 
scurvy, blotches on 
the skin, disturbed 
sleep, frightful dreams, and all nervous and 
trembling sensations, &c. The first dose will give 
relief in twenty minutes. This is no fiction, for 
they have done it in thousands ofcas es. Hvery 
sufferer is earnestly invited to try one box of these 
Pills, and they will be acknowledged to be 
WORTH A GUINEA A BOX, 

For females of all ages those Pills are invaluable, 
as a few doses of them carry off all gross humours, 
open all obstructions, and bring about all that is 
required. No female should be without them. 
There is no medicine to be found to equal 
BEECHAM’S PILLS for removing any obstruction 
or irregularity of the system. If taken according 
to the directions given with each box they will 
soon restore females of all ages to sound and robust 
health. 

Hor a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and all 
disorders of the liver, they act like “ MAGIC,” and 
a few-doses will be found to work wonders upon 
the most important organs of the human machine. 
They strengthen the whole muscular system, restore 
the long-lost complexion, bring back the keen edge 
of appetite, and arouse into action with the 
ROSEBUD of health the whole physical energy of 
the humanframe, These are “FACTS” admitted 
by thousands embracing all classes of society ; and 
one of the best guarantees to the nervous and de- 
bilitated is, Beecham’s Pills have the largest sale 
of any patent medicine in the world, 
BEECHAM’S MAGIC COUGH PILLS. 

As a remedy for Coughs in general, Asthma, 
Difficulty in Breathing, Shortness of Breath, Tight- 
ness and Oppression of the Chest, Wheezing, «&c., 
these Pills stand unrivalled. They speedily remove 
that sense of oppression and difficulty of breathing 
which nightly deprive the patient of rest. Let 
any person give BEECHAM’S COUGH PILLS a trial, 
and the most violent cough will in a short time be 
removed, 

CAUTION.—The public are requested to notice 
that the words “BEECHAM’S PILLS, St, Helens,” 
are on the Government Stamp affixed to each box 
of the Pills. If not on, they are a forgery. 

Prepared only and sold wholesale and retail by 
the proprietor, T, Beecham, Chemist, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, in boxes at 1s, 1dd. and 2s. 9d. each, 
Sent post free from the proprietor for 15 or 86 
stamps.—Sold by all Druggists and Patent Medicine 
Dealers in the Kingdom, 

N.B.—Full directions are given with each box, 


HOW TO 
AVOID 


BEING 


DROWNED, 














é 


See the Field, November lst; 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 


Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 
hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 

There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 

It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 

In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 

Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 

Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 

Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 

International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 

General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 

for Flies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 

Trout Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 

for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 

Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, Also, set 

Diplomas of Honour, 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 


f MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


the FISHING 


REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 





we D. SLATER 
PORTLAND ST., NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 
FISHING ROD, REEL, AND TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 


“WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND EXPORT. 


AWARDED THIRTEEN PRIZE MEDALS, DIPLOMAS, AND SPECIAL MONEY 
PRIZES since 1881, 


reduced prices. 


American. 





SLATER’S PATENT COMBINATION REELS at greatly 


The only perfect Nottingham Reel Manu- 


factured.—Sole Wholesale Agents :—R. HARRISON, BART- 
LET and Co., Metropolitan Works, Redditch. ~ 

Slater’s Noted Greenheart. Trout Rods,.10s. 6d. each. 
| Superior Nottingham Rods, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d., 
9s. 6d.,and 10s. 6d. Very superior Thames Trout Spin- 
ning Rods, 12s. 6d. Slater's Highly-finished Greenheart 
Pike Rods, 12s. 6d. each. Superior Braided Waterproof 
Silk Trout Lines, 1d. per yard ; equal in every way to the 
The Climax Landing Net, with A. T. Allcock’s 
~ Patent Folding Joint. 
yard long, 1s. 6d, per dozen, post free. 


Superior Nottingham Tackle, 1 


ALL KINDS OF RODS, REELS, AND TACKLE MADE TO ORDER, 
AT THE : 


Works—Hardy’s Yard, Stodman Street, Newark-on-Trent. 
32-PAGE CATALOGUE POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS. 





TO THE QUEEN, 


THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver; 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER. 


FACTORY AND STORE :;— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms :— 


149, LATE 371, OXFORD STREET. 


BRANCH—881, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, ané 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 





PIKE, PERCH, & BREAM FISHING, 
at OULTON, near LOWESTOFT. 
By staying at the 


WHERRY HOTEL, 


MUTFORD BRIDGE, 


Anglers have the best Fishing on the 
Broad and Rivers free. Terms moderate. 





Several Miles 
FREE TROUT FISHING 


In the BARLE and EXE. Good Accom- 
modation may be had at the ROYAL 
OAK INN, WITHYPOOL, TAUNTON. 


T. TUDBALL, Proprietor. 





GROUSE SHOOTING, 
Salmon and Trout Fishing. 


5,000 acres well preserved good Grouse Shooting, 
shot by owner for last 34 years. Furnished Resi- 
dence, use of horse and car and dogs,—Apply to 


N. M. HANDY, Ballintubber House, 
Crossmolina, Ireland. 


SUMMER TOURS IN 
SCOTLAND, 


GLASGOW AND THE 
HIGHLANDS. 


rt 


(Royal Route, via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 

TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS 
issued, entitling the holder to sail during the time 
specified, in any orall of the fleet of (19) steamers, 
and to any part of the Highlands at which they 
may call. One week, £3; two weeks, £5; or six 
separate days, £3 10s, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER 


STEAMER 
“6 66 bl 
COLUMBA” OR “IONA’ 
Sails Daily from May till October, from Glasgowat . 
7 a.m., and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connec- 
tion with Express trains from London and the 
South, Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c., for Kyles of 
Bute,Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, conveying passengers 
for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Loch -Awe, Staffa 
and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornaway, &c., &c. 
Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and Is., at 
W. H. SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls; Bill, 
with Map and Tourist Fares, free, at’ Messrs, 
CHATTO and WINDUS, Publishers, 214, Picca- 
dilly, London ; or by post from the owner, DAVID 
MACBRAYNBJ, 119, Hope-street, Glasgow, 


THE IMPERIAL BOOT 
COMPANY, 


202, REGENT STREET, 


7 LONDON, W.. ] 
Picnic Knife and Fork, 5s, 6d., 
Folding Sandwich Case, 6in. by 83in. } carriage 
Nickel-plated Vest Pocket Flask free. 


EVERY REQUISITE FOR TOURISTS 
' Makers of Imperial Tourist Boot. 


Price 3s. 6d., post free 3s. 9d. 
OWLKER’S ART OF ANGLING. By 
CHAS. BOWLKER, of Ludlow. 
Containing List of Flies, Directions for 
Fly-Fishing, Trolling, Making Artificial 
Flies; &c., and Coloured Plate of Flies. 
Published and Sold by G. WOOLLEY 
(Late Jones), Ludlow, Shropshire, 
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SABIN’S SHORT LISTS FOR COLLECTORS. 





FOR SALE AT PRICES AFFIXED. 





W. W. SABIN, 


43, WELLINGTON 


STREET, STRAND. 





Having for some years given much attention to the purchase and sale of Books on Angling, I shall be pleased to receive any lists of 


wants from the Collector. 


Books will be supplied, at the first opportunity, in perfect condition, and at a reasonable advance upon the cost: 
The older and better class of Angling Books being s0 difficult to obtain and so easy of sale, such favour will ensure some measure of success 


to the Collector. 


Prices and condition will be reported if preferred. 


WALTON’S COMPLEAT ANGLER, as one of the most popular Idyls of the English language, deserves special regard, and there are certainly 


twenty editions, beside the first five, worth possession. 


that vary in any way, editing or illustration, might enter upon the shelves of a Waltonian Collector. 
with satisfaction to the “ Chronicle of the Compleat Angler.” 


Engravings and Water-colour Drawings of Fish and Fishing Scenes supplied at request. 


purchase at reasonable prices. 
Short Titles and Descriptions only are given. 


On the principle of not having too much of a good thing, all the editions 


On this head one can refer 


Books on Angling I shall be glad at any time to 


All Books are in Good Condition, Clean and Perfect,in CLOTH, unless otherwise Described. 





ADVENTURES of a Salmon, by a Friend of the Family, 9 engravings, 
12mo, paper covers 1853. 10s. 6d. 
AGRICULTURE Improved, Night and Day Fishing, frontispiece, 2 vols., 
old calf 1745, ‘286d. 
ALBIN, Treatise on Fish and Fish Ponds, by R. North, with 18 beau- 
tifully coloured plates, small folio, half calf 17s, 6d, 
ALDAM (W. H.), Flies and Fly Making, by An Old Man, colowred 
plates and samples of the materials for making each fly, 4to, cloth 
1876: *£3 123-60. 
AKERMAN (J. Y.) Spring Tide, portrait and 6 plates, (hile, 16mo 
1852. oS: 6d. 
Another copy, half morocco extra, gilt top, first edition 
1850. 8s. 6d. 
ALEXANDER (Col. Sir J. E.) Salmon Fishing in Canada, ¢llustrated, 
cloth, 8vo 1860. 7s. 
ANDERDON, River Dove, Quiet Thoughts on the Happy Practice of 
Angling, 8vo, cloth Pickering. 1847. 13s. 6d. 
ANGLER (The Jolly) or Waterside Companion, first edition, 80 wood 
engravings, boards 1831. 6s. 6d. 
Seventh edition, cloth 1850. 4s. 
ANGLER’S Almanack and Companion for 1853-54-55, 3 parts, cuts, 
sewn 6s. 
ANGLER’S Companion—Horse and Groom and White House Fisheries, 
cuts, paper covers 2s. 6d. 
ANGLER’S (The Young) Companion, colowred frontispiece and 50 cuts, 
half morocco extra, gilt top March, n.d. 8s. 
ANGLER’S Garland (The) and Fisher’s Delight for 1870- i1, with 16 
woodcuts by Bewick, 4to, paper covers, 2 vols. 6s. 
ANGLER’S (The Young) Guide, cuts, 8v0, cloth J. Cheek, 1839. 5s. 
ANGLER’S Museum, second edition, with portratt of Mr. John Kirby, 


12m0, old calf 1s. 
ANGULER’S Pocket Book ; or, Compleat English Angler ; also Nobbs’s 
Art of Trolling, 1670, half calf 1805. 5s. 6d. 


Newcastle, 1820. 6s. 6d. 
each with the 


ANGLER’S Progress, a poem, new half morocco 

Also Tyne Fisher’s Farewell in same volume ; 
pretty Bewick vignettes on title-page. 

ANGLER’S Progress, a poem, 12 woodcuts, half morocco extra, by 


Riviere London, Burn. 1820, 15s. 
ANGLER’S Souvenir, first impressions of the plates, cloth, 8vo 
TOS0.- 20S: 


ASHWORTH, a Treatise on the Propagation of Salmon, plate, 8vo, 


boards Stockport, 1853. 5s. 
BADHAM (Rey. C. D.) Ancient and Modern Fish Tattle, 8vo, cloth 

18 Dae S'. 

BAILEY (William) The Angler's Instructor, 8vo, cloth TSO TPeas. 

Second edition 2s. 


BARNARD (Rev. M. A.) Sport in Norway, and where to find it, cuts, 
half morocco 1864. 6s. 


BARNES. An older form of the Treatyse of Fysshynge with an Angle 
attributed to Dame Juliana Berners, 4t0, roxburghe style 


London, 1883. 7s. 6d. 

8vo, paper covers 5s. 6d. 
BARRY, Moorland and Stream, 120, cloth 1S flats. 
BATHURST (Chas.) Notes on Nets, plates, 1610, cloth As. 6d. 


BEAUCLERK (Lady de) Summer and Winter in Norway, ¢lustrated, 
8v0 1868. 4s. 

BERNERS (Dame Juliana) a Treatyse of Fysshynge with an Angle, 40, 
vellum 1880. 12s. 

BERNERS (Dame Juliana) The Treatyse of Fysshynge wyth an Angle, 
Front. and cuts, half morocco, gilt 


Pickering, 1827. 12s. 6d. 

Paper covers Use 
BERTRAM (James G.) The Harvest of the Sea, ilustrated, 8vo, cloth 
1869, 7s. 6d. 


BEST (T.) The Art of Angling, 5th edition, frontispiece, half morocco 
extra, gilt top 1802. 8s. 6d. 
Second edition, old calf, front. 1789. 6s. 

BEST (Thomas) The Art of Angling, tenth edition, 12mo, paper covers 

1814. 4s. 6d. 


Highth edition, boards, front. 1808. 6s. 6d. 
Best (T.) The Art of Angling, eleventh edition, front. and vignettes, 
half morocco extra, gilt top 1822. 8s. 6d. 
Boards, uncut 5s. 6d. 


BEWICK (Thomas) Memoir, t/ustrated by numerous wood engravings 
of fish, designed and engraved by the author, 8vo, half bound, wneut 
1862: 10s. 

BEWICK, Sportsman’s Calendar, woodcuts, 16m0, boards 1818. 5s. 
BEWICK, Natural History of Fishes, 40 woodewts, Ducks and Green 
Peas, Quadrupeds, Reptiles, Water Birds, five parts in paper 


wrappers Alnwick, 1827. 12s. 
BLAGRAVE, Epitome of Husbandry, front., old calf 1675. 16s. 
BLAKEY, Angler’s Song Book, 127mo 1855. 4s. 
BLAKEY (R.) Angling, or How to Angle, plates 1854. 2s. 6d. 
New edition 1s. 6d. 


BLAKEY (R.) The Angler’s Guide to the Rivers of England, /rontis- 
piece, boards 1S5 OFF RS 
BLAKEY (R.) The Angler’s Guide to the Rivers and Lochs of Scotland, 
Front., half morocco, gilt top, 12mo 1854. 7s. 6d. 
Boards ds. 6d. 
Boards 1859.1 2s. 
BLAKEY (Robert) Historical Sketches of the Angling Literature of 
all Nations, 1270, cloth 1856. 3s. 6d. 
BOCcCIUS (G.) Fish in Rivers and Streams, 8vo, cloth 
Van Vi oorst, 1848. 5s. 6d. 
Bocctus (Gottlieb) A Treatise on the Management of Freshwater 
Fish, vignette, 8vo0, cloth Van Voorst, 1841. 4s. 6d. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


JuNnE 13, 1885. 








Book of Fishes, tllustrated, 16mo, cloth 1845. 2s. 
BOSGOED (D. M.) Bibliotheca Ichthyologica et Piscatoria, 8vo. 
Haarlem, 1874. 10s. 6d. 
BOWLKER (Charles) Art of Angling, five editions, fine copies, boards, 
uncut 1814, 1826, 1829, 1833, 1839. 28s. 
BOWLKER (C.) Art of Angling, front., “half morocco extra, gilt top, 
12mo Birmingham, 1792. 8s. 6d. 
A new edition, 16mo, half calf front. 1814. Gs. 6d. 
Another edition, 8vo, front, of coloured flies, and cuts, boards 


1839e" 8s. 

BROOKES’ Art of Angling, fr ontispiece and 135 cuts, half morocco 
extra, gilt top 1793; 128a6d. 
First edition, cuts, old calf 1740. 8s. 6d. 
Second edition, cuts, old calf, front. 1766. 7s. 6d. 
Third edition, cuts and front., calf L770Be7s. 
Fourth edition, cuts and front., calf 1774. 8s. 


BROOKES (R.) The Art of Angling, 135 cuts, front., a new edition 
corrected, 120, calf 1801. 8s. 6d. 
BROWNE (Moses) Angling Sports in Nine Piscatory Eclogues, frontis- 
piece, 8vo 3. 8s. 6d. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top, half bound 6s. 6d. 
Original edition, old calf 1758. 6s. 
BUCKLAND, Salmon and Trout Hatching, 16mo 1864, 2s. 
By the Loch and Riverside, 29 plates of fishing scenes, oblong, half 
bound 1866. 13s. 
CAPEL, Trout Culture, 1670 1877. 2s. 
CARLETON (J. W.) The Sporting Sketch Book, 12 engravings, 8vo, 
cloth 1842, 12s. 
CAROLINA Sports, by Elliott, 8vo 1867. 4s. 
CARPENTER (William) The Angler’s Assistant, 7lustrated, 12mo, 
half morocco 1848. 8s. 6d. 
CARROLL, Angler’s Vade Mecum, colowred plates, 8vo0, boards 


18iS. 15s: 
CATALOGUE, 1001 Books on Angling (The Grego collection), 2 plates, 
half morocco extra, gilt top, 8vo 18825 15s. 


CATALOGUE of Books on Angling from the Library of a Prac- 
titioner of more ihan 50 years’ experience in the Art of Angling, 
boards, vignette title, thin Ato Cambridge, U.S.A., 1882. 12s. 6d. 

CHALKHILL (John) Thealma and Clearchus, first published by Izaak 
Walton, title in MS. 12mo, half bound London, 1683. 8s. 

CHARLETON (T. W.) R. N. The Art of Fishing, a Poem, half morocco 
extra, gilt top T8195" 15s. 
Paper covers 10s. 

CHETHAM, Angler’s Vade Mecum, first edition, 12mo, calf 1681. 15s. 

CLERICUS, Rambles and Recollections of a Fly Fisher, @/lustrated, 
8vo, cloth 1854. 6s. 6d. 

CLIFFE, Notes and Recollections of an Angler, 1270 1860. 6s. 

CoLE (Ralph) The Young Angler’s Pocket Companion, front. and 
Solding plate, 16mo, boards Li9o. 123..6d; 

COKE (Roger) Treatise on Trade of England, 8v0, old calf —- 1671. ds. 

COLQUHOUN (J.) The Moor and the Loch, second edition, plates, 8vo, 
cloth 1841. 8s. 
First edition, cloth 1840. 7s. 6d. 

Salmon Casts, cloth 1858. 6s. 

COoMPLEAT Angler (The) 2 plates, one coloured, 8vo,half green morocco 
extra, gilt top Elliott, n.d. 7s. 6d. 

COMPLETE Grazier, Fish and Fish Ponds, second edition, 12mo, calf 

1767. 6s. 

COMPLEAT System of Husbandry and Gardening, Fish and Fish 
Ponds, plate, 8vo, calf London, 1716. 8s. 

CoNWAY (James) Forays among Salmon and Deer, 8vo,cloth 1861. 3s.6d. 

Coqu®T-DALE Fishing Songs, cloth, portrait, 12mo 1802. dos: 

CRAWHALL (Jos.) A Collection of Right Merrie Garlands for North- 
Country Anglers, 8vo, cloth Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1864. 12s. 6d. 

CRAWHALL, Compleatest Angling Books, plates and cuts, 4to, calf 

1881. £6 6s. 

Border Notes and Mixty Maxty, 4t0, halfmorocco 1880. £410s. 

CUTLIFFE (H.C.) The Art of Trout Fishing in Rapid Streams, half 
morocco, gilt top, 12mo 1863. 6s. 6d. 

CUTLIFFE, Trout Fishing, 16710, cloth 1883. 3s. 

DAVENPORT (W., Bromley) Sport, 46 illustrations, by Lieut.-Gen. 
Crealocke, 420, cloth London, 1885. 18s. 6d. 

DAVIES (Christopher) Mountain, Meadow, and Mere, with 16 illustra- 
tions, 8vo, cloth 1873. 6s. 6d. 

DAVIES (G. C.) Angling Idylls, 8vo, boards 15 Gees. 

DAVY, Salmonia ; or, Days of Fly Fishing, cwts, 12mo, half calf 

1828. 4s. 6d. 

Second edition, boards 1829. 4s. 6d. 
Third edition, cloth 1832. 4s. 6d. 
Davy (Sir H.) Salmonia Jourth edition, cuts,16mo,calf 1851. 7s. 6d. 
—— Consolations in Travel, cuts, bound uniform 13D1;..58, 6d. 








Davy (John) Angler in the Lake District, 1620, cloth LSD ia tnos: 
—— Angler and His Friends, uniform 3s. 
DEMPSTER (Henry) The Decked-Welled Fishing Boat, plate, 12mo, 

cloth 1868. 4s. 


DENNYS (John) The Secrets of Angling, by John Dennys, Esq., 1613, 
a reprint with introduction, by Thomas Westwood, 4to. r oxburghe 
Lond., 1883. 6s. 6d. 

DESCRIPTION of the River Thames, copper plates, 8vo calf 1758. 10s. 6d. 
D’EWES (J.) Sporting in Both Hemispheres, 8 tinted plates, half 


morocco, gilt top, 8vo 1858. 8s. 6d. 
Cloth 4s. 6d, 
DISCOURSE of the Fishery, L’Estrange, small 4to 1674, 7s. 6d. 


DOUGALL (James Dalziel) Salmon and Trout Angling, frontispiece, 
12mo0, cloth Glasgow, 1853. 5s. 

DRYDEN (Adam) Hints to Anglers, maps, 16mo, cloth 
Edinburgh, 1862. 2s. 


EPHEMERA, Handbook of Angling, cuts, cloth, 12mo 1848. 6s. 

half morocco, gilt top 68. 6d. 
— Book of the Salmon, cluth 1850. 30s. 
ESDAILE, Contributions to Natural History, 8vo0, boards 1867. 2s. 


EVANS (W.) The Art of Angling ; or, Complete Fly Fisher, See 
piece, 12720, paper cover's 8s. 6d. 
EYTON (T.C.) A History of the Oyster and the Oyster Fisheries, plates, 
8vo, cloth Van Voorst, 1858. 5s. 6d. 
FACTS and Useful Hints relating to Fishing and Shooting, third edi- 
tion, woodcuts, 8vo, cloth 1874. 5s. 
FAIRFAX, Complete Sportsman, front., calf 8s. 6d. 
FIELD BOOK ; or, Sports and Pastimes of the United Kingdom (by 
W.#H. Maxwell), half morocco, gilt, 8vo, many fine cuts 1833. 13s. 6d. 
Cloth n.d. D8. 6d. 
FISHER (James) A Spring Day, portrait of Bewick and cuts, 8vo, 
boards London, 1819. 3s. 6d. 
FISHER (Richard Trott) Rakings over many Seasons, 8vo, cloth 
Pickering, 1876. 3s. 6d. 
FISHING with the Fly. Sketches collected by Charles F, Orvis and 
Nelson Cheney, with illustrations of Standard Flies, 15 fine 
coloured plates, 12mo, cloth Manchester, Vermont, 1883. 10s. 6d. 
FISHING: When, Where, and How to Fish without Live Bait, 12mo, 
half morocco, extra gilt top London, 1862. 6s. 
FLETCHER, The Purple Island, with Piscatorie Hclogs, 8vo, calf, gilt 
edges 633. 33s. 
FLY FISHING in Salt and Fresh Water, with six plates coloured, 8vo, 
cloth Van Voorst, 1851. 10s. 6d. 
FORD,S. Piscatio, or Angling,a Poem,8v0,unbound Oxford. 1733. 25s. 
FORESTER (Thomas) Norway in 1848-9, tinted plates, 8vo, boards 
1850. 6s. 6d. 
FORRESTER (F.) Fish and Fishing in the United States, cloth, wood- 
cuts, 8vo 1849. 8s. 6d. 
FOsTER (David) The Scientific Angler, ‘l/ustrations, cloth, 12mo 
E88S. ¥--D8- 
FRANCIS (Francis) A Book on Angling, second edition, portrait of 
the author, coloured plates of flies, cloth, 8vo L867e Tis: 
FRANCIS (Francis) Fish Culture, ¢/lustrations, cloth, 12mo 1863. 3s. 6d. 
FRANCK (R.) Northern Memoirs, &c., with Preface and Notes by Sir 


W. Scott, boards, uncut, 8vo 1821. 10s. 6d. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 18s. 6d. 
FRASER (Rev. Robert W.) Seaside Divinity, second edition, ¢//ustra- 
tions, 8vo, cloth 1861. 4s. 6d, 
GENTLEMAN Angler, front., 12mo, calf extra, gilt top 1786. 18s. 6d. 
Another copy, old binding lis. 
GENTLEMAN Angler, second edition, 12mo, calfextra,g.e. 1736. 21s. 
First edition, o/d calf L726. Sls: 


GENTLEMAN’s (The) Recreation, in four parts, Hunting, Hawking, 
Fowling, Fishing, cai/, 8vo0, wants 1 plate 169%, =483_ 0d: 
GILLMORE, Accessible Field Sports, front. and vignette, 8vo, half 
morocco ds>6d. 
GLEANINGS in Craven, Trout Fishing, &c., 120, boards 2s. 
GREEN DRAKE, Angling Excursions in Ireland, 1270, boards 
m 1826. 8s. 6d. 
GREY Drake, Artificial Fly Fishing for Trout, 8vo, paper covers 3s. 
GROOMBRIDGE (R.) The Angler, with a complete description of 


Freshwater Fish, cuts, half morocco, gilt top 6s. 6d. 
HACKLE, Hints on Angling, half morocco extra, gilt top, 8vo 

1846. 10s. 6d. 

Cloth 58. 


HALL (Herbert Byng) Highland Sports and Highland Quarters, 2 
vols. with plates and cuts, 8vo, half calf London, n.d. 9s. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top, uncut 16s. 6d. 

HALL (H. B.) Sportsman and his Dog, front., 1850—Scottish Sports 
and Pastimes, 2 works in 1, cloth, plates, 12mo 1850. 5s. 6d. 

HALL (Mr. and Mrs. 8. C.) The Book of the Thames from its Rise to 
its Fall, nwmerous cuts, half morocco, gilt top, small 4to 1859, 17s. 

HALLOCK (Charles) The Fishing Tourist, Angler’s Guide, and Refer- 
ence Book, with front., 8vo, cloth New York, 1873. 5s. 

HAMILTON (Col. J. P.) Reminiscences of an Old Sportsman, plates, 2 
vols., cloth, 8vo 1860. 6s, 6d. 

HANSARD, Trout and Salmon Fishing in Wales, 1670, vignette 


1834. 5s. 
HAREWOOD (H.) Dictionary of Sports, cwts, cloth, 8vo Tio, es 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 9s. 


HARRISON, T'wo Months in Brittany with Fly Rod, map, half calf, 
gilt 7s. 


HERESBACHIUS, Rei Rusticae, Piscatione, 16:mo, vellum 
Coloniae, 1571. 10s. 6d. 


HIcKS (J.) Wanderings by the Lochs and Streams of Assynt, plates | 


of flies, L2mo 1855. 7s. 6d. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 10s, 
HOFLAND, The British Angler’s Manual, plates and woodcuts, 8vo, 
half morocco, gilt top, extra illustrated copy 1848. 21s. 
Cloth 10s, 
First edition, plates, 8vo, cloth 1839 “aes: 
HOLT’s Shooting Calendar and Fisherman’s Reference, 8vo, ee Z 
: s. 6d. 

Howirt (8.) angry s Manual, 12 plates, oblong, boards 
Liverpool, 1808. 16s. 
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HUMPHREYS (H. Noel) River Gardens and Ocean Gardens, with 20 
coloured plates, 8v0, morocco, gilt edges London, 1857. 10s. 6d. 
HUNTERS and Fishers, coloured plates, 16mo, cloth 1846. 3s. 
IDLE (Christopher) Hints on Shooting and Fishing, 16mo, cloth, 
second edition 1868. 3s. 6d. 
ILLUSTRATED London Almanac, coloured plates of fish, imperial 8vo 
“1864. 2s. 6d. 

Isys (Cotswold) An Angler’s Strange Experiences, 83 woodcuts, 4to, 
cloth 1883. 4s. 6d. 
J.S., True Art of Angling, 240, old calf G.Conyers,1696. 10s. 6d. 
JACKSON’S Practical Fly Fisher, 10 plates of colowred flies, 8vo, half 
morocco, gilt top London, 1880. 10s. 6d. 
JACOB (G.) The Compleat Sportsman, 12mo, half morocco, gilt top 


LIBS Loe 
JESSE (E.) An Angler’s Rambles, 8vo, cloth 1836. 5s. 
— Maxims and Hints on Angling 1835. 4s. 


JESSE’S Angler’s Rambles, 8v0, half morocco extra, gilt top, two illus- 
trations London, 1836. 10s. 6d. 
Half calf 4s. 

JESSE (Edward) Lectures on Natural History, 8vo, cloth 1861. 2s. 6d. 

JONES’ Salmon Fisher’s Pocket Companion, edited by Tolfrey, plates 
and coloured flies, half morocco extra 1848. £2 2s. 

JONES (Thomas Rymer) The Aquarian Naturalist, a Manual for the 
Seaside, colowred plates, 8vo, cloth London, 1858. 10s. 

KELNE, The Practical Fisherman, complete in parts, illustrated 9s. 

KEMP (J.) Shooting and Fishing in Lower Brittany, map, cloth, 8v0 

1859. 4s. 6d. 

KINGSLEY (Chas.) Glaucus, colowred plates, 16mo,cloth 1859. 7s. 6d. 

Knox (Dr.) Fish and Fishing in the lone Glens of Scotland, 10 cuts, 
paper covers, 12mo 1854. As. 
Another copy, half morocco extra, gilt top 8s. 6d. 

LANMAN (C.) Adventures of an Angler in Canada and the United 
States, portrait and cuts, cloth, 8vo 1848. 6s. 
Half morocco, gilt top 7s. 6d. 

LATHY (T. P.) The Angler, a Poem, front. and cuts, 12mo, sore Wie 

1820. . ds. 

LEE (Henry) The Devil Fish of Fiction and of Fact, ¢lustrations, 
8vo, cloth ; 167 dsence. 

LES Delices de la Campagne, De la Pesche, nwimerous copperplates, 


16mo, old calf Amsterdam, 1700. 14s. 
LIGER, Le Menage des Champs, Avec un Traité de la Péche. 
Brussels, 1712. 10s. 6d. 


LITTLE (G.) Angler’s Complete Guide and Companion, with cuts and 
coloured flies, 8vo, cloth 5s. 6d. 
LLOYD (L.) Field Sports of the North of Europe, maps and front., 
2 vols, 8vo, cloth — London, 1830. 10s. 
LockE (J.) Tweed and Don, cloth, woodcuts, 8vo 1860. 6s. 
LONDON Fishery Laid Open, 4¢o, cloth 
LORD, Sea Fish and How to Catch Them, cuts, 160 2s. 
MACKENZIE, Salmon Fishery of Scotland, 8wvo, cloth 1860. 2s. 6d. 
MACKINTOSH (A.) The Modern Fisher, or Driffield Angler, boards, 
1l6mo, front. and vignette Derby, 1821. 7s. 6d. 
MACKINTOSH (A.) 'Uhe Driffield Angler, front, half morocco, gilt top, 
12mo 7s. 6d. 
MARKHAM, Country Contentments, Whole Art of Angling, calfextra, 
gilt edges, small Ato London, 1633. 28s. 
MARKHAM, Country Contentments, Whole Art of Angling, sixth 
edition, calfextra, small 4to London, 1649, 28s. 
MARKHAM, Country Contentments, the Whole Art of Angling, and 
the Use of the Fighting Cock, seventh edition, with many excellent 
additions, small 4to, pp. 96, calf extra London, 1654. 26s. 
Eleventh edition, half calf 1683. 18s. 
MARKHAM, Cheap and Good Husbandry (the taking of all sorts of 
Fish), 4t0, calf extra, by W. Pratt London, 1683. 26s. 
MARKHAM, Cheap and Good Husbandry (taking of all sorts of Fish), 
calf extra, gilt edges, small 4to London, 1631. 26s. 
MARKHAM (Gervase) A Way to get Wealth, six books—Cheape and 
Good Husbandry (manner of Fish Ponds, and the taking of all 
sorts of Fish) ; Country Contentments (Whole Art of Angling) ; 


small Ato, old calf 1668. 18s. 
Edition of 1653 18s. 
MARTIN’S Angler’s Guide, ¢/lustrated, cloth, 12mo 1854. 4s. 


MARTINGALE’S Sporting Scenes and Country Characters, 50 wood- 
cuts, boards, small Ato 1840. 15s. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 20s. 

MAXIMS and Hints on Angling, Chess, Shooting, &¢., 19 clever cuts, 
paper covers, 12mo 1855.- 5s. 6d. 

MAXIMS and Hints for Anglers and Chess Players, 12 etchings by R. 
Seymour, cloth, 12mo, India paper copy 1833. i4s. 

MAXWELL (W. H.) Wild Sports, cuts, 12mo, cloth 1853. 2s. 6d. 

MAYER (Alfred M.) Sport with Gun and Rod in American Woods 
and Waters, 2 volumes, illustrations on India paper, Imperial 8vo, 
half morocco, uncut Edinburgh, 1884. £3 7s, 6d. 

MEDWIN’s Angler in Wales, 2 vol., half morocco extra, gilt top 

London, 1834. 18s. 6d. 
Boards, uncut lls. 

MILLER (Thomas) Boy’s Summer Book, with 36 illustrations, 12mo, 
original covers (1846. 2s. 

Morrat (A. 8.) The Secrets of Angling, cvs, cloth, 8vo 1865. 6s. bd. 
Half morocco, gilt top 12s. 6d. 

NEWCASTLE Fisher’s Garlands, ¢//us trated, 8vo, portrait 1842. 25s. 

NEWLAND (Rev. Henry) Forest Scenes in Norway and Sweden, plates, 
8v0, boards 1855, 5s. 





London, 1759. 5s. - 


Norris (Thad.) The American Angler’s Book, plates, 8vo, cloth 
Philadelphia, 1864. 10s. 
OLIVER (S.) Scenes and Recollections of Fly Fishing, cuts, cloth, 12me 
1834. 6s. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 10s. 6d. 
OpPIAN’S Halieuticks of the Nature of Fishes and Fishing of the 
Ancients, calfextra, uncut, large paper copy, 8vo Oxford, 1722. 20s. 
Another copy, old calf 7s. 6d. 
OSBALDISTON, British Sportsman, copper plates, 4to, calf 1792. 14s. 
OTTER, A Complete Guide to Spinning and Trolling, cuts, boards, 
12mo 2s. 
PENNELL, Fishing Gossip ; or, Stray Leaves from the Note Books of 
several Anglers, wilh cuts and front., cloth, 8vo Edinb., 1866. 5s. 
PENNELL, Fly Fishing and Worm Fishing for Salmon, Trout, and 
Grayling, ¢@llustrated, boards, 12mo 2s. 6d. 








Bottom or Float Fishing, cuts 2s. 6d. 
Trolling for Pike, Salmon, and Trout, ¢/lustrated 2s. 6d. 
— Can Fish Feel Pain 1870. Is. 
PENNELL (C.) The Angler-Naturalist, cuts, cloth, 8vo 1863. 6s. 


PENNELL’S Book of the Pike, colowred front. and cuts, cloth, 8vo 
1865. 5: 
— Modern Practical Angler, ¢/lustrated, 8vo, cloth 1870. 5 
PHILLIPS (Henry) The True Enjoyment of Angling, swhscribers 
copy, with mezzo. portrait, largest paper, 8vo, cloth 
London, 1843. 12s. 6d. 
PISCATOR, A Practical Treatise on the Choice and Cookery of Fish, 
16mo, cloth 1854. 2s. 
PISCATORIAL Reminiscences and Gleanings, by an Old Angler and 
Bibliopolist, ewts, 12mo, half calf 1835. 6s. 6d. 
Another copy, cloth 7s. 6d. 
PISCICEPTOLOGIE ou L’Art de la Péche a la ligne et aux Filets, 
numerous plates, calf gilt, 12mo Paris, 1823. 17s. 6d. 
PRIME (W. C.)I go a-Fishing, cloth, 12mo 1873. 3s. 
PULMAN (G. P. R.) The Book of the Axe, front., illustrations and 
maps, 8vo, cloth 1854. 17s. 
PULMAN, Rustic Sketches, l6mo, cloth 1843. 6s. 
PULMAN, Vade Mecum of Fly Fishing, 1670, cloth 1846. 3s. 6d. 
R. H., Angler’s Sure Guide, front, 12mo, calf 1706. 13s. 6d. 
RAYMOND (Rev. Oliver) The Art of Fishing, ¢llustrated, 12mo, cloth 
1866. 5s. 
RENNIE, Alphabet of Scientific Angling, cuts 1833: 2s. 
REPORTS on the Natural History and Habits of Salmonoids in the 
Tweed and its Tributaries, 8vo, cloth - London, 1867. 3s. 6d. 
REVOIL (Henry) Shooting and Fishing in North America, 2 vols, 


BA 


. 
’ 


8vo, cloth 1865. 6s. 
ROBERTS, Marine Natural History, cuts, cloth, 12mo 18352 28: 6d. 

» ROBERTSON (John) Handbook of Angling, map, 16mo, cloth 
1861. 2s. 6d. 


RoD and the Gun, by James Wilson, plates, 8vo, cloth 1844. 10s. 6d. 
RONALD (A.) The Fly-Fisher’s Entomology, with 20 coloured plates, 


fourth edition, cloth, 8vo 1849. 18s. 6d. 
Second edition 1839. 18s. 6d. 
Fifth edition, revised by Piscator 18s, 6d. 


ROOPER (George) Thames and Tweed, 8v9, cloth, n. d. ae 
ROUTLEDGE’S Handbook of Fishing, with illustrations, 12mo, boards 

1867. 2s. 
Mayor Clark, 1785. 


RULES, Orders, &c., of River Thames 2s. 
RUSSELL (Alex.) The Salmon, half morocco gilt, 8vo 1864. 10s. 
Cloth As. 
SALTER (Robert) The Modern Angler, with front., first edition, 
12mo, leather binding 10s. 
SALTER (T. F.) The Angler’s Guide, plates and 34 woodcuts, 8vo, 
half morocco extra, gilt top 1815. 12s. 6d. 


Large paper, boards, uncut 18s. 6d. 
Fourth edition, half calf 1816. 8s. 6d. 
Or boards uncut 10s 


SALTER, The Angler’s Guide, fifth edition, cuts and plates, half 
morocco extra, gilt top 12s. 


Another copy, boards 10s. 
Sixth edition, /arge paper, half morocco, gilt top LS25aA1L 5s. 
Boards, s. p. 10s. 


SALTER (T.) Angler’s Guide, sixth edition, portrait and cuts, calf extra, 
gilt edges 1825. 15s. 
Seventh edition, portrait and cuts, calf gilt, 8vo 1830. Qs. 

SALTER, Angler’s Guide, ninth edition, portrait, cuts, and plates, 
half morocco extra, gilt top 1841. 12s. 
Another copy, ninth edition, portrait and cuts, cloth, uncut 

1848 9s. 

SALTER (T. F.) The Troller’s Guide, woodcuts, 12mo, calf 

London, 1820. 8s. 6d. 
Second edition, 8vo, boards, 28 cuts 1830. 8s. 6d, 
SALTER (T. F.) The Angler’s Guide for Young Anglers, 25 cuts, boards, 


third edition, 16mo As. 6d, 
First edition As. 6d, 
Fifth edition 4s. 6d, 
SANNAZZARIUS, Osiers with an Account of the Piscatory Eclogues, 4é0 
1724. 6s. 6d, 

SAUNDERS (James) The Complete Fisherman, folding plate, 12mo, half 
calf 1724. 12s. 


SCHOOL of Recreation ; or, a Guide to the most ingenious Exercises of 
Hunting, Fowling, Angling, by R. H., front. and title mounted, and 
wormhole at end, 16mo, half calf 1732. 7s. 6d, 

ScoTt (W. M.) British Field Sports, plates, calf, 8vo 1820. 14s, 
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SENIOR (W.) Waterside Sketches : a Book for Wanderers and Anglers, 
Sront., boards 18%5e aes. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top ’ 8s. 

SHIPLEY and Fitzgibbon, Art of Fly Fishing, cuts, half morocco, gilt 
top, 12mo 1838. 6s. 
Large paper, cloth 10s. 6d. 

SHIRLEY (Thomas) The Angler’s Museum, portraits inlaid, 12mo, 
half morocco extra, gilt top 1784. 10s. 

StmEON (C.) Stray Notes on Fishing and Natural History, i//ustrated, 
cloth, 8vo— 1860. | 6s. 

SmiruH (J. R.) A Bibliographical Catalogue of English Writers on 
Angling and Ichthyology, half morocco extra, gilt top, 8vo 


1856. 8s. 6d. 

Paper covers 5s. 
SmiTH (A.) The Thames Angler, first edition, 36 woodcuts, paper 
covers, 12mo 1860. 6s. 
The same, second edition 1860. 4s. 6d. 
The same, half morocco, gilt top oe. 


SonGs of the Chase, 2 plates, 12mo, boards 1811. 8s. 
SoutH (Theophilus) The Illustrated Fly Fisher’s Text-Book, 22 steel 
plates, 8vo, cloth 1845. 22s. 
SPORTING Almanac (The) 1841, steel plates, half morocco extra, gilt 


top, 16mo Ts. 6d. 
Paper covers i _ 88. 
SPORTSMAN’S Dictionary, copper plates, 4to, calf 1785. 16s. 6d. 


SPORTSMAN’S Dictionary, 30 copper plates, 8vo, old calf 1744. 8s. 6d. 

St. JOHN, Wild Sports of the Highlands, 2 parts 1847. 3s. 

Sr. JOHN (Hon. Ferdinand) Rambles in Germany, France, Italy, and 
Russia in search of Sport, 4 colowred plates, 8vo, boards 

London, 1853. 6s. 

Half morocco extra, gilt top 10s. 6d. 

Stewart (W..C.) The Practical Angler, cuts, cloth, 12mo, half 


morocco extra, gilt top 1857. 8s. 6d. 
Cloth 4s. 6d. 
Fifth edition, revised, half morocco extra, gilt top 1867. 8s. 6d. 
Cloth 3s. 6d. 


Stewart (W. C.) The Practical Angler, cuts, cloth, 12mo, fourth 
edition, revised 1861. As. 6d. 
STODDART (T. T.) Angling Reminiscences, 4 woodcuts and 4 etchings, 
12mo, half morocco extra, gilt top 1837. 8s. 6d. 
Cloth 6s. 
STODDART (T. T.) The Angler’s Companion, steel front. and cuts, 8vo 
half morocco extra, gilt top 1847. 12s. 
StoppartT (T. T.) The Angler’s Companion, front. and coloured Jlies, 
cloth, 8vo, second edition 1853. 6s. 6d. 
STODDART, An Angler’s Rambles and Angling Songs, vignette title, 
cloth, 8vo 1866. 8s. 
lomo, 


cloth 1835.2, 38: 
STODDART (Thos.) Songs and Poems, 8vo, cloth 183957 Bsyod: 
TAYLOR (S.) Angling in all its Branches, 8vo, boards 1800. 6s. 


THE Angler, Macdonald, cuts, sguare 16mo 28. 
THE Angler’s Desideratum, directions for dressing the Artificial Fly, 
cuts, 16mo Edinburgh, 1839. 2s. 
THE Angler’s Desideratum, for dressing the Artificial Fly, 26 cuts, 
16mo, half morocco extra, gilt top Edinburgh, 1839. 5s. 6d. 
THE Angler’s Souvenir, by P. Fisher, half morocco extra, first im- 
pressions of the plates 18395..-2Ls8. 
THE Oyster, illustrated by George Cruikshank, l6mo 1861. 2s, 6d. 
THOMPSON (F. B.) The Angler’s Manual, woodcuts, 12mo, paper cover 
London, Dipple, n.d. 6s. 
THORNE (J.) Rambles by Rivers Lea, Wey, the Dove, &c., cuts, 18mo 
1844. Is. 6d. 
TOLFREY (Frederic) Sportsman in France, 2 vols., 12 dlustrations, 
8vo, cloth 1841. 8s. 
TUGWELL (Rev. George) On the Mountain, Welsh experiences of 
Abraham Black and Jonas White, colowred plates, 8vo, cloth 
1862. 5s, 6d. 
UNIVERSAL Angler; or, the Art Improved, with front. and cuts, 
12mo, boards 1,766.::-358: 
VANIER (Duncombe) Fishing, a Translation from the Latin of 
Vanier, 8vo, half morocco extra, gilt top London, 1809. 15s, 
VENABLES, The Experienced Angler, engravings, India paper im- 
pressions, large paper, half morocco, uncut, 8vo 1827. 18s, 6d. 
WADE (Henry) Rod Fishing in Clear Waters by Fly, Minnow, and 
Worm, coloured plates, 12mo, cloth 1860. 10s. 
Haleyon, colowred flies, cloth 1861. 13s. 6d. 
WALTON, Lives, with Notes by Zouch, portraits, 4to, Russia gilt 
York, 1796. - 17s. 6d. 
WALTON (Izaak) Lives of Dr. John Donne, Sir Henry Wotton, and 
others, with portraits and folding plate, 8vo, calf York, 1807. 6s. 
WALTON (Izaak) The Lives, portrait, 12mo, cloth 1866. 5s. 6d. 
WALTON’s Compleat Angler, fourth edition, 1668, and fifth edition, 


with Cotton and Venables, 1676, wniform in brown morocco, by 


Riviere £22 
WALTON, The Compleat Angler, front., plates, 12mo, calf extra 

, London, 1750. 30s. 

WALTON and Cotton, Complete Angler, cuts, 8v0, halfcalf 1784. 8s. 

WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, Hawkins, sixth edition, 

old calf, 12mo 1797. 7s. 6d. 

WALTON and Cotton, Compleat Angler, Bagster’s reprint, with silver 


plates, square 12mo, boards 1810) els: 
1822... 15s. 


WALTON and Cotton, Gosden’s fine plates, calf gilt, 8vo 
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WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, 2 yols., 2 portraits, 2 
vignettes, calf gilt, 16mo Chiswick, 1824. 7s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, large paper, India proofs, 
8vo, calf gilt Major, 1824. £3 10s. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, 2 portraits and 20 wood- 
cuts, lomo, half morocco extra, gilt top Dove, 1825. 8s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, 2 vols., 2 portraits and 32 - 
cuts, boards, 1&8mo Chiswick, 1826. 8s. 6d. 
2 vols in I, caif gill, 32 cuts 9s, 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, with cuts and portraits ; 
also Walton’s Lives, with portraits, cloth, uncut, 2 vols., 18mo 
Pickering, 1827. 15s. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, portraits, vignette by 
Stuthard, andwoodcuts, morocco, gilt edges, 16mo Pickering,1826. 10s. 
Cloth LOgsss 
Calf 8s. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, plates by Stothard, and 
cuts, half morocco, gilt top Pickering, 1825. 10s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, edited by Rennie, cuts 
and portrait, cloth, 12mo Edinburgh, 1833. 7s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, Pickering’s edition, 2 vols., calf 1836. £14. 
A set of the plates, folio on India paper £5 58. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, 2 vols,in 1, /ront., cloth, 
180 Tilt, 1837. 3, O8 
Half morocco extra 7s. 
2 vols., half morocco, gilt tops } 10s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, d/wstrations on steel and 
wood, 8vo, half morocco London, 1842. 10s. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, edited by John Major, 
fourth edition, with plates and cuts, 12mo, cloth 1844. 15s. 
WALTON and Cotton, The Complete Angler, portrait and wovdcuts, 
12mo, cloth Manchester, 1846. 7s. 
WALTON and Cotton, Complete Angler, edited by “Ephemera,” 8vo, 
cloth, 44 woodcuts 1853. 4s. 
Half morocco extra, gilt top 8s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, Complete Angler, second edition, 8vo, cloth 
1854. 4s, 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, Complete Angler, by “Jesse,” portraits and 
cuts, cloth, 8vo 1856. 6s. 6d. 
WALTON and Cotton, Der Vollkommene Angler von Ephemera, 8 © 
plates, 8v0, half morocco extra, gilt top Hamburg, 1859. 13s. 6d. 
WALTON (Izaak) The Compleat Angler, 12mmo, cloth, Murray’s reprint 
of first edition London, 1872. As. 
WALTON (Izaak) The Compleat Angler, reprint of the first edition, 
12mo, cloth Eliot Stock, 1876. 6s. 
WALTON and Cotton, Complete Angler, with Notes by G. Christopher 
Davies, ¢llustrated, 8vo0, original covers As. 
WALTON and Cotton, woodcuts on India and etchings, 8vo, sheets folded 
1883. 18s. 6d. 
Also a few other editions now binding 
WALTON (Izaak) The Life of John Donne, with some original notes 
by an Antiquary, 8vo, cloth 3s. 6d. 
WESTWOOD (Thomas) The Chronicle of the “ Compleat Angler ” of 
Walton and Cotton, 4to, rorburghe _ London, 1864. 12s. 6d. 
With additions by T. Satchal 1883. 9s. 
WESTWOOD (Thomas) In Memoriam Izaak Walton, Obiit 15 Decem- 
ber, 1683, Twelve Sonnets and an Epilogue, small 4to, cloth : 
London, 1884. 6s. 6d. 
WESTWOOD (T.) Catalogue of Angling and Fishing Literature, 12mm, 
cloth, marked in margins 1861. 6s. 
WHEELDON (J. P.) Angling Resorts near London, The Thames and 
the Lea, 8vo, cloth 1878. 25, 6d. 
WHITNEY (John) The Genteel Recreation; or, the Pleasure of. 
Angling, 1700, 12mo, boards J. H. Burn, 1820. 8s. 6d. 
WHOLE Art of Fishing, front., 12mo, half morocco, fine copy 
1714. 17s. 6d. 
WILCOX, Sea Fisherman, ¢//ustrated, 8vo, cloth 1875, 5s. 6d. 
WILDFOWLER, Shooting and Fishing Trips, 8vo, plates 1878. 5s. 
WILLIAMSON (John) The British Angler, or a Pocket Companion for 
Gentlemen Fishers, plates, 16mo, old calf Lond., 1740. 14s. 
WILLIAMSON (Capt. T.) The Complete Angler’s Vade Mecum, 10 


plates, half morocco extra, gilt. top, 8vo 1808. 12s. 
Calf 8s. 6d. 
Another edition, 6 plates, half morocco, gilt top 1822. 12s. 


WRAXALL (Lascelles) Life in the Sea, 8vo, cloth, illustrated zt 

1860. 3s. 6d. 

WORLIDGE (J.) Mystery of Husbandry, /ront., small folio, gld calf 
1687. 10s. 6d. 
WRIGHT, Fishes and Fishing, front. and cuts, half calf 1858. 3s. 6d. 
WYNDHAM (F. M.) Wild Life on the Fjelds of Norway, calowred 
plates, 8vo, clath 1861. 6s. 
YounG (A.) The Angler and Tourists’ Guide to Scotland, 16mo, haly 
morocco extra, gilt top : 1857. 6s. 
Cloth 3s. 6d. 
YouneG (Lambton J. H.) Sea Fishing as a Sport, pilates, bag Pet 
1865. 4s. 
YouNG (Archibald) The Angler’s and Sketcher’s Guide to Suther- 
land, map, 12mo, cloth ib, 1881.- 3s. 
YouNG (A.) The Natural History and Habits of the Salmon, haly 
morocco extra, gilt top, 16mo Wick, 1848. 8s. 6d. 
Edition of 1854 As, 
YOUNGER (John) River Angling for Salmon and Trout, cloth, 16mo 
fe 1840, 4s. 
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